


Well, 2020 is on the way out and many of us will be 
glad to see the back of it, with 2021 set to bring many 

new challenges for us all in ensuring that the coronavirus is 
well and truly put behind us. 
 Next year will also be a very busy one for the GSRMA 
and An Garda Síochána in planning our big 100th birthday 
celebrations in 2022. As former members and including 
our family members, we deserve that the centenary of our 
founding is celebrated in style. 
 We are entitled to have our place in contemporary Irish 
history. The struggle and pain endured by many of our 
members and families throughout those 100 years has 
created and sustained the policing service we now have in 
this country. 
 Central Committee member Rita Delaney, who is the 
Chair of the Centenary Working Group at GSRMA House, 
provides an update in this edition of ‘Síocháin’ of our plans 
from the GSRMA perspective. Rita also sits on the Garda 
Headquarters Working Group in the run up to 2022. 
 It is an ambitious project which will involve the 
membership of the GSRMA and their families, whether by 
facilitating and gathering material or by the recording of the 
individual experiences of members and their families during 
their years of service. The end product is designed to be 
an oral history coupled with a publication and other visual 
media.

DECADE OF CENTENARIES
We will also participate in events surrounding the Decade of 
Centenaries. The Defence Forces have a tremendous record 
in place of their achievements and service to the State and if 
you are interested, visit www.militaryarchives.ie for a better 
understanding of what is involved in capturing the history of 
an organisation.
 We will be asking each and every one of you to help out 
and contribute what you can in terms of your recollections 
of your service, of events and of particular periods within 
the last century of policing, both in Ireland and on duty 
worldwide with the UN and EU missions. 
 This is our opportunity to be part of the living history of 
An Garda Síochána and to leave that legacy with those that 
will follow us in the decades and centuries to come. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

‘CAPTURING OUR HISTORY’ 
FOR CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

The GSRMA has rolled out a project for 2021-2022 entitled ‘Capturing our History’ to 
prepare for the centenary celebrations in 2022 to mark the foundation of the Force. I ask 
you to be part of your history by sharing your own images and other memories during 
many years of service.
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 Capturing our History is the banner title we have given 
this project at GSRMA House. It is a fitting title. To ensure 
that your contribution can be included – I ask you to grasp 
this opportunity and be part of the wonderful story of the 
first 100 years of the great organisation that is An Garda 
Síochána.
 Membership in An Garda Síochána is a calling that has 
shaped not only ourselves and our families but also has 
shaped Ireland. We hold the memories from Garda Number 
00001 and the almost 40,000 others (including you and me) 
that followed – BE A PART OF YOUR HISTORY.

Mick Lernihan
Editor
Winter 2020

Garda Mick Lernihan [09480C] pictured on Eyre Square, 
Galway (1956)



many memories for members who 
served there! 
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SENSE OF EXPECTATION FOR THE YEAR 
AHEAD
I am delighted to send my best wishes this Christmas to the Garda Síochána 
Retired Members’ Association. 
 2020 has been a demanding year for our society as we faced, collectively, 
the unprecedented challenge of Covid-19. Throughout this difficult time, 
I have been greatly encouraged by the profound spirit of community that 
prevailed in towns, villages and suburbs across the country. It has been an 
inspiring demonstration of the generosity, social conscience and willingness to 
engage and participate that exists amongst our citizens. 
 I am very aware of many of you who continue in retirement to 
demonstrate that spirit of active participation and who have been to the 
forefront of efforts to support those who are vulnerable or in need of 
assistance at this difficult time. May I thank you for your generous work. 
 May I also express my sympathies to those of you for whom this will be a 
sad or difficult Christmas, particularly those of you who have been bereaved 
during 2020. You will be in my thoughts during this festive season.
 Christmas has always signified a moment of hope and brings with it a 
sense of expectation as we anticipate a new year ahead. This Christmas, as 
we continue to move through a seismic chapter in our nation’s history, let us 
journey forward in that spirit of hope for the shared and brighter future that lies ahead.
 I send, to all of you and your families, my wishes for a peaceful Christmas and a contented New Year.

Michael D. Higgins 
Uachtarán na hÉireann 
President of Ireland 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

As your new General Secretary and Editor of ‘Síocháin’ magazine, I am pleased to wish each 
and every member of our Association, their families and the readership of the magazine a 
very Happy Christmas and a peaceful 2021. 
 This year has been difficult for us all in terms of coping with the dreaded coronavirus that 
has and continues to threaten our health. However, with the vaccines due to arrive, I hope 
that 2021 will be a far safer and better place for us to meet up again in safety and return so 
some form of normality.  
 I wish to thank our Branch Secretaries and local committees who continue to keep the 
show on the road and support me during 2020. To the Central Committee and all the various 
sub-committees, I thank you for your welcome in January 2020 and for your support throughout a tough year.  
 In my first year as Editor, I must thank the Editorial Board for their guidance and support in turning out your 
magazine – a magazine you can be proud of. Finally, Marina and Michelle, who are the backbone of GSRMA 
House, I thank you both for the welcome, support and getting me quickly into the swing of things in 2020.  
 I acknowledge our sponsors, advertisers and all those professionals who assist us and are part of the GSRMA 
and I very much appreciate your help and assistance.  
 Finally, to you the Members of the GSRMA, I am there for you, so my mantra for 2021 will be the same as for 
2020 – Keep Safe, Keep Well and Please Keep in Touch in 2021. 

  
Mick Lernihan 
General Secretary GSRMA 
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KEEP SAFE, KEEP WELL DURING PANDEMIC 

MESSAGE OF THANKS FROM GSRMA PRESIDENT 
As President of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association, I am delighted to have 
this opportunity to wish each and every member of our Association and their families a very 
Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year for 2021 and hope that by then, we will be out of 
the Covid-19 pandemic stranglehold. 
       I wish to take this opportunity to thank our Branch Committees, Central Committee and 
Office Staff along with the Editorial Board for their continued commitment and dedication 
over the past year. 
       In his first year as Editor, I am sure you will agree that the Editor, Mick Lernihan, has done 
a tremendous job in producing a world class magazine in Síocháin. 
      At this time of year, it is important to acknowledge our sponsors, advertisers and all those 
who help or are associated with the GSRMA in any way and I very much appreciate your help 
and support. 

 As we reflect on the year that was 2020 and the very tough time endured by all our members, it is very important 
to remember our GSRMA colleagues and family members who have passed away during the year. They will be in our 
thoughts and prayers during this Christmas period.
 To all GSRMA members and family members who are suffering ill-health, I wish you a speedy recovery and I hope 
that 2021 will bring you the good health that you need and deserve.
Nollaig Shona agus Blian Nua iontach dibh go leir.

Matt Givens 
President GSRMA

Wishing An Garda Síochána and 
their families a safe and happy 
Christmas from all at Tesco.
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GARDAÍ QUICKLY ADAPT IN THE FACE OF 
ADVERSITY 
As the year ends and we look towards 2021, we reflect on the last 12 months that has 
presented unforeseen challenges for every community across Ireland.  
 We have all had to greatly change our daily routines and activities. The restrictions 
have been so hard on so many including retired members of An Garda Síochána. 
 In spite of the difficulties for individuals and communities caused by the Covid-19 
crisis, An Garda Síochána has, with great dedication to duty, rapidly adapted in the face 
of adversity and enhanced the service we provide to the public. 
 One of the most invaluable resources during the fight against Cobif-19 has been 
people’s sense of togetherness. It has enabled An Garda Síochána to shape its efforts 
to the individual needs of communities and strengthened our already strong bond with 
them.  
 Our members have demonstrated the very best of this organisation in working to 
keep people safe throughout the pandemic. From small, but important, daily tasks supporting the most vulnerable 
to overseeing critical frontline policing as part of Operation Tara, Operation Faoiseamh and Operation Fanacht. 
 This year has been difficult, in particular for those of you suffering from ill health. On behalf of the entire 
Garda family I extend our heartfelt thoughts and good wishes to you in your recovery.  
 I look forward to once again being able to meet with the many retired members of An Garda Síochána that 
continue to make meaningful contributions to the organisation after their years of dedicated and diligent service.  
 I would also like to remember at this time those sadly no longer with us, in particular, Detective Garda Colm 
Horkan whose life was so tragically taken in the line of duty earlier this year. This festive season will be unusual 
this year but, as always, it will still be a special time.  
 Perhaps this year, more than any, we will have time to reflect on the true spirit of Christmas – giving, hope, 
compassion, understanding, and good will to all.  
 On behalf of the whole organisation, I offer you and your loved ones the very warmest of Christmas greetings, 
and may we look forward to a brighter, 2021. 

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh 
  
Mr Drew Harris 
Garda Commissioner  

Telephone: (01) 408 5200
Appointments: (01) 408 5463/4

Web: www.coombe.ie

Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital
Ospidéal Ollscoille Ban agus Náionán an Chúim
Excellence in the care of Women and Babies
Foirfeacht i gCúran Ban agus Naíonán
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

COMING TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE A SPECIAL TIME 

COVID-19 CANNOT DESTROY TRUE MESSAGE OF 
CHRISTMAS 

This has been a difficult year and that is putting it mildly. When ‘Reeling in the Years’ 
looks back on 2020 in years to come, it will be remembered most of all for the deadly 
Corona Virus that swept across the globe, affecting everything that we were and 
everything that we did.    
 For Christians, the world over Christmas is the time when we celebrate another 
‘Coming’ – the Coming of the Son of God among us. I was in the Holy Land just once 
some years ago. Of all the sacred places that I was privileged to visit I was most moved 
by the Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem, a few miles from Jerusalem.  
 In it there is a beautiful shrine where tradition tells us Jesus Christ was born. You go 
down a number of steps and you can spend time in personal reflection.  
 On the floor there is a magnificent golden star marking the sacred spot where Christ 
was born with the words: “Et Verbum Caro Factum Est” – “And the Word was Made 
Flesh...and Dwelt among us”.  You can find these words in St John’s Gospel, Chapter One, Verse 14. 
 Hopefully, this Christmas we will all be able to come together and celebrate this special time. How we celebrate 
and whether or not we will be able to meet in our churches for Christian prayer and worship, my hope would be that 
we keep in mind what Christmas is all about - that God, through His Son, came among us and is with us. 
 May I, on behalf of all my Passionist colleagues at Mount Argus – a church and monastery that has had a long and 
special relationship with our Gardai, serving and retired – wish you and your family a peaceful, happy, healthy and 
Covid-19 free Christmas and every blessing in the New Year.  

  
Fr Joe Kennedy C.P. 
Garda Chaplin 

If ever there was a year that we’ve really needed the hope, love and togetherness of Christmas, 
it’s 2020. Covid-19 has shaken our year, our routines, our lives. It has forced families to be 
apart, separated friendships, sadly taken lives and left many bereaved. 
 Unfortunately, the necessary restrictions to limit this dreadful disease will likely mean that 
our Christmas will be different too. Yet Covid-19 cannot destroy the message of Christmas, the 
birth of a child who has changed and transformed our world and our lives with a message of 
hope and love that transcends the damage that any pandemic can do.  
 At this moment it is not clear whether we will get to worship together in person this 
Christmas but we are not alone as the faithful have always kept the prayers going and I will 
continue to do so for you all this Christmas. 
 According to scientific study, the human eye can detect the flicker of a candle in total 
darkness, with a direct line of sight, at 30 miles. It seems an impossible task for a tiny little 
flame to emit light that can be seen from that distance, but it can.  And the strange thing is that that little beam of 
light can be seen further the darker the world around it is.  
 Truly light can cut through darkness, the light only becomes stronger the darker it gets. If a small bulb or a candle 
can shine far out into the darkness, how much further can the light of Jesus’ love shine? 
 For those who have lost loved ones this past year, I make a special prayer that you will be comforted in your time 
of sorrow. May each and everyone have a blessed and holy Christmas and may 2021 be for us all a peaceful and 
happier year that the one we are about to put behind us.  
 I continue to uphold you all and those serving members in my prayers that you remain safe and well. God Bless. 
  
Reverend David Pierpoint 
Garda Chaplin 



Annual Mass for Deceased Members: The branch continues to check on our more vulnerable members during 
this pandemic and all plans for the Christmas Lunch has been shelved for the meantime. We are currently 
working on holding our Annual Mass for Deceased Members via electronic means from the Church of Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace in Bray. Hopefully this can occur in early December as we go to press. 

90th Birthday Celebrations: To mark John Hickson’s 90th birthday on 
1 November, Chairman & Central Committee Member, Tom Conway 
delivered a birthday cake, a GSRMA tie and cufflinks to John’s home in 
compliance with Level 5 of the Covid-19 regulations, on behalf of all his 
friends and branch colleagues. 
 John has been to the forefront down through the years in keeping 
the Bray Branch up and running and organising events etc. Indeed, he 
has been a regular attendee and contributor at our monthly meetings 
throughout the past number of years, right up to our AGM in early March 
2020 prior to the Covid-19 restrictions coming into effect. 
 Best described as a great conversationalist John is comfortable in 
having a discussion with ‘Prince or Pauper’ regarding any topic of the day.  
 This proud West Kerry native has lived in Bray for many years now and 
is well known for his charitable work, especially in the Queen of Peace 
Parish on the Putland Road down through the years. 
 We wish John, his wife Marie and family good health and happiness for 
the future. 

John pictured in 1962 as Club 
Captain of the Garda Boat Club.

ATHLONE BRANCH 

This year was a very quiet one for Athlone Branch. With the arrival of Covid-19, the members who needed to 
cocoon embraced it with gusto. They may have found it difficult at times to do so but were dedicated to the 
safety of both themselves and others.   
 There were no reports of anyone who may have fallen victim to the virus. Sadly, some members suffered 
bereavements during the year and funerals took place with several restrictions attached. Our condolences are 
offered to the families and friends of all those concerned. 
 We also lost one member of our branch in September. Tom Egan was a long-time and loyal member of the 
Branch. He too was bereaved by the deaths of his brother and sister during the year. His brother Sean was a 
retired member of An Garda Síochána in Co. Sligo and pre-deceased Tom by four days, RIP.  
 The Egan family was happy to have Tom’s former colleagues form a guard of honour after the Funeral 
Mass. It was ably overseen by Retired Chief Supt John J. Hickey. Tom retired from Athlone Station in 1987 at 
the rank of Sergeant. He was a native of Ballintubber, Co. Roscommon.  
 We had the opportunity of meeting several retired members outside the Church during Tom’s Funeral 
Mass. We also met retired members, who had formed the Guard of Honour for D/Garda Colm Horkan in June 
2020, at Athlone and Ballinasloe Stations where we were joined by various frontline workers, retired army and 
county council personnel.  
 Some members decided not to attend due to Covid-19 concerns, and they are keeping healthy. Serving 

members are available to offer assistance during the 
pandemic and have reached out to retired members. We 
thank them for that service and wish them good health in 
this time of pandemic. 
 Currently, we cannot make plans for 2021, because 
some people are understandably nervous about attending 
any events. Our Annual Mass for Deceased Members and 
Families is scheduled for February 2021. We hope that it 
can go ahead with a congregation. Our Branch wishes all 
members a safe and healthy 2021 and for the rest of 2020. 

BRAY BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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GSRMA 20-Year Certificate of Appreciation: Tom has also been busy abiding by 
the Covid-19 Regulations and staying inside the 5km travel restriction limit when he 
went to visit Mick Cahill. Mick took time out from attending to his garden to accept his 
20-year Certificate of Appreciation and Lapel Pin. Social distancing regulations were 
complied with at all times. 
 Mick still remains very active and indeed is very supportive and helpful to his 
neighbours in this regard especially in these testing and strange times. No doubt, he 
would still give a ‘good account’ of himself on the football field.  We wish him good 
health and happiness for the future as well. 

Bray Promenade: The iconic Harbour Bar on Bray’s seafront – the venue for our 
branch meetings – remains closed but 
the tarmac and the concrete on the 
mile-long Bray Promenade remains fully 
open. So, it is where you will find many 
branch members taking their sometimes 
bracing daily or weekly stroll in these 
very strange times indeed. Let’s hope 
that 2021 brings us to where we want to 

be and that we can safely meet up again.  
 The Branch will continue with the Christmas Raffle in an effort to 
raise some much-needed funds for small local charities as we have 
done over the past five years or so.  
 Slán for now and we wish all members countrywide the very best 
for Christmas 2020 and we hope that 2021 will be different and better 
for us than 2020 has been. Stay safe everyone! 

Mick Cahill pictured with 
his 20-Year Certificate 
of Appreciation from the 
GSRMA. 

Many branch members take their 
bracing daily or weekly stroll along Bray 
Promenade. 

CARLOW BRANCH
Branch members are missing our monthly coffee mornings and it is unlikely at present that our Annual 
Christmas Dinner will take place this year. No great interest was expressed in having virtual get-togethers via 
Zoom, so members keep in touch over the phone and occasionally meet while socially distancing on their daily 
walks.  

      We are hoping and praying that the Covid-19 pandemic 
will have passed by the springtime and that an effective 
vaccine will be found to enable us to meet up again. Our 
AGM has been pencilled in for 8pm on Tuesday 2 March 
2021 at Carlow Garda Station and will be preceded, 
circumstances allowing, by our Annual Mass for Deceased 
Members in Askea Church at 7pm.  
      It is almost impossible to plan anything at the moment 
but we sincerely hope that we will be able to organise a few 
day trips in the Spring/Summer of 2021. We wish all GSRMA 
members and their families a safe and Happy Christmas and 
New Year. 

CAVAN BRANCH
21 February this year held good promise for our branch 
in Cavan, when our AGM was well attended, while talk 
of our Annual Dinner and Mass in May, the promise 
of trips to be organised and another Christmas get-
together gave the gathered members something to look 
forward to.  

 How things changed within a couple of weeks, 
with the arrival of Covid-19 on our shores. Lockdown! 
Suddenly gone were the monthly coffee mornings 
in the Kilmore Hotel something that had set itself in 
some members’ diary. A chance to meet old friends 
and comrades; a chance to rehash times past, hear 
the local gossip or just to have that cuppa and chat; or 

Carlow Branch members Donal Raftery, Shem 
Brophy, Maisie & Benny Mills and Michael 
O’Driscoll in good spirits at our Christmas 
Dinner in 2019. 

Allcare is the largest Irish-owned group of pharmacies 
and we have been caring for the community for 
generations. We pride ourselves on putting the customer 
first and our expert healthcare teams are always available 
to meet your needs.

www.allcarepharmacy.ie

@allcarepharmacyirl @AllcareIreland



CLARE BRANCH  
Despite our ongoing collective efforts and hopes, restrictions are still with us and at Level 5 at that! Let us hope 
when you read this, that our good hygiene practices and personal sacrifices have had the desired effect as we 
look forward to Christmas.  

New Clare/Tipperary Garda Division: Clare branch members are indebted to our serving colleagues who have 
been constantly at our beck-and-call whenever needed. The same serving colleagues are experiencing changes 
too as plans progress on the new Clare/Tipperary Garda Division.  
 The existing new station has been running out of space since it was built in the 1980s but the 
expansion demanded by the new policing requirements has seen the renovation of the old station to meet those 
demands.  
 The station, formerly Abbeyfield House, is a protected structure so will need some innovative work to 
accommodate modern Garda requirements. It is heartening to learn that the OPW, in its plans to undertake this 
specialised project, has indicated that it would like the input of GSRMA members who served there. The news 
of the old building’s reincarnation to its new life generated some interest and a shuffle for old photos.  

Annual Mass for the Deceased: Plans for the November Annual Mass for our deceased colleagues could not 
go ahead in the usual way so arrangements were made to join in a ‘virtual’  mass from Ennis Cathedral. The 
live webcam and local parish radio allowed us all to be part of this evening of rememberance. Also remembered 
on that evening were the friends and colleagues who were and still are, impacted by Covid-19, we wish them a 
speedy recovery to full health. 

         As we ‘come 
together’ in whatever 
SAFE way we can 
this Christmas we wish 
all our branch members 
and beyond, both peace 
and safety and a New 
Year that will bring us 
all closer together. Stay 
Safe – Stay Well.  

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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a social occasion that meant much to some, were all 
gone.  
 We were doing well in Cavan. Numbers were not 
high and with hope that the lockdown would end and 
things get back to near normal. Forward to September 
and how things had changed. We had watched Dublin, 
Kildare and even Donegal have those high numbers. 
What was happening to them? Thank God it wasn’t us.  
 Then all of a sudden Cavan took first place, a 
position that would be welcomed in many sports etc. 
But this was not a place of honour. Yes, it brought us to 
national attention but not one that was welcomed. So, 
we were put at Level 4 and with everywhere else now to 
level five. 
 For this year gone are all we had hoped for. The 
Christmas get-together is but a dream and sadly no 
more coffee mornings. Branch members keep in contact 
and word gets around about those who may not be 
feeling well and Mass to be said for a speedy recovery 
or special intentions. 

 No one is forgotten. And we hope that our members 
know that lifting the telephone and making a call will 
provide help if required or just to simply chat. As a 
branch we have always looked forward with hope. We 
may have missed out this year but we will hope for a 
better 2021. 
 We will have our Annual Dinner and Mass, to gather 
and give thanks like we used to do. The coffee morning 
chats will resume with Covid-19 discussions on the 
‘hows and whys’ taking a primary role. And the prospect 
of travelling further than 5km will provide the opportunity 
for many a trip with friends again.  
 We can celebrate Christmas 2021 in a very special 
way for our members. So, as we near the end of 2020, 
a year that will live long in the memory, we wish all 
branch members and indeed all GSRMA members 
good health. You all know the message about masks, 
washing the hands and social distancing, so we just ask 
you all to please stay safe as we look forward in hope to 
a brighter 2021.  

Sgt Phil Coll closes the door to the old station and opens door to new one. 
(Photographs courtesy of Michael Burke, Clare Branch).



CORK CITY BRANCH 

80th Birthday Celebrations: The branch continues to help members who require 
assistance during the pandemic. So, keep in touch with your Branch Committee 
and your colleagues and assistance is never far away and will be provided where 
needed. Roscommon native John Dennehy, who gave a lifetime of Garda service in 
Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork, celebrated his 80th birthday on 21 September 2020. 

        While Covid-19 health restrictions were in force in the East Cork village, John’s 
daughter Orla, sons Denis, Aidan, Billy, grandchildren Saoirse, Eireann, Juliet and 
great-grandchild Harley were all present for the special day. Our thanks to John for 
the welfare support he provides to our members. 

  Back in December 1983, Garda John Dennehy and Sgt Tim Bowe were held 
captive by Dominic McGlinchey and 
an armed gang while the Gardaí were 
carrying out house-to-house searches 
for the kidnapped Supermarket 
Executive, Don Tidey. McGlinchey was 
eventually captured in Co. Clare and 
handed over to the RUC. 

         Following his release from prison, 
he was later shot dead in Drogheda in 
1994, after an internal feud. 

 Stay Safe and Cork City Branch wish all members of the 
GSRMA all the very best for a peaceful and safe Christmas and 
New Year. 

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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A ground-breaking online Mass for Deceased Members was held by 
the branch on 22 October, which was concelebrated by Very Rev. Pat 
Stevenson, PP, St. Brigid’s Church, Crosshaven, Co. Cork, and Fr John. The 
evening Mass was attended by about 35 participants from Cork West, Cork 
City and Kerry. Fr Pat facilitated chat among colleagues before and after the 
Mass. 
 Chief Supt Con Cadogan and 
Branch Chairman Liam Ryan 
thanked everyone for taking part 
and also to Fr Pat for his kind words 
of support for current and retired 
members in these difficult times.  

Certificates of Appreciation: Two branch members – Kevin Barry and 
Pat Kirwan – received their 20-Year Certificates of Appreciation and lapel 
pins in a socially-distanced ceremony outdoors in September. 
Cork West Branch extends best wishes to all members of the GSRMA 

for Christmas and hopefully a very safe and 
socially inclusive 2021. 

CORK WEST BRANCH 

John Dennehy 
(Photo courtesy of Orla 
Holm-Dennehy) 

Dominic ‘Mad Dog’ McGlinchey is 
handed over to the RUC by Gardaí at 
Carrickdale, Dundalk in the mid-1980s. 

Fr Pat and Fr John concelebrated 
the Mass on 22 October.  

Zooming into the Mass for Deceased 
Members. 

20-Year Certificate of Appreciation presentation 
to Kevin Barry by Liam Ryan, Chairman of Cork 
West Branch (left) and to Pat Kirwan by Con 
McCarthy, Cork West Branch Committee Member 
(right).
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DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH 

Cross Border Project History Tour: As the autumn leaves 
began to fall and we benefited from some small respite 
from the Covid-19 crises as it lost a little of its grip on our 
communities, a few occasions of near normality were 
enjoyed by our members in the Donegal North Branch, 
albeit, always with the obligatory social distancing and 
appropriate mask wearing, as the occasion required.  
 On a fine sunny September morning, our members, 
together with retired members of the Irish Defence Forces 
and retired Customs Officers gathered in Ramelton under 
the auspices of the Co-Operation Ireland managed Cross-
Border Project, to take part in a historical tour of this little 
Donegal town which rose to prominence in the 18th century. 
 Our guide for the morning walking tour, which lasted 
until lunch time, was Deirdre Friel, now a local historian and 
tour guide, whom many of our members knew from her work 
in the Court Services in Letterkenny. 
 Deirdre gave us a detailed account of Ramelton, now 
one of Donegal’s Heritage Towns, which has a rich history 
that goes back to stone-age times. It is reported that there 
was a Viking settlement here in the 10th century and this 
town also featured in the Plantation of Ulster.  
 A small town with seven churches in the early 1900’s, it 
was dubbed the “Holy City”. From here, the founding father 

of American Presbyterianism, Francis Makemie made his 
way to America and it is also the ancestral home of James 
Buchanan, 15th President of the USA.  
 Dave Gallaher, the first Captain of the (Original) New 
Zealand All Blacks was born here and together with his 
parents moved to New Zealand in 1878. It was also from 
here, in the 1890’s that another sportsman, Patsy Gallagher 
(Gallacher), (born in Milford 1891 – lived in Ramelton to 
c. 1894) of Glasgow Celtic fame, made his way as a child 
with his parents and siblings to Glasgow to start a new 
life. There is a well-kept, if somewhat compact town park 
here, dedicated to these two famous Gallagher/Gallacher/
Gallaher men. 
 Ramelton is an interesting place to visit, with a 
fascinating history spanning the millennia and our historical 
tour was greatly enhanced by the expertise and knowledge 

shared by our guide, Deirdre Friel. We thank Deirdre for 
her professional presentation and patient delivery of a 
considerable amount of information on the history of this 
heritage town.  

Zoom Conferencing/Meetings Keep the Project on 
Stream: Our Cross-Border Project continued via Zoom 
conferencing and meetings, when the Covid-19 situation 
dictated that physical meetings were no longer possible.  
 Our group of retired border personnel members, 
benefitted from a series of on-line cross-border interaction, 
with contributions being made to our discussions by 
participants from across the political and religious spectrum 
in Northern Ireland.  
 These discussions always culminated in a question 
and answer session, all organised by Co-operation Ireland 
and facilitated by various community-based organisations 
and groups in Northern Ireland. There were interesting and 
sometimes evocative narratives exchanged, but always in 
an amicable, respectful way, with everyone willing to explore 

and push their personal boundaries in an effort to learn and 
better understand our history.  
 The Zoom conferencing/meetings will continue into the 
New Year when it is hoped that the pandemic situation will 
allow us all meet up again in person. Hope springs eternal.  

Offer of Assistance to Retired Members by Garda 
Community Policing Unit, Donegal Division: In a 
recent conversation with Garda Annmarie McGrath of the 
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Covid-19 Defers Branch Events: Regretfully all social 
contacts in our branch are no longer possible due to 
the restrictions of Covid-19. No longer can we attend 
coffee mornings, card playing, hold meetings of any 
kind without the restrictions being etched on our minds.  
 Throughout our working life, we may have attended 
seminars and training that looked at threats and 
opportunities and how to turn threats into opportunities. 
This, of course, was a benign scenario! What happens 
in real life when suddenly confronted with a malign 
force such as Covid-19? 
 Everyday life is suddenly a cauldron of threats. 
Familiar places have morphed into sinister danger 
zones. The gym, the pub, the shops, the people we 
love most! We have accumulated a new vocabulary 
not just medical terms but new concepts for daily life 
- social distancing, hygiene etiquette, virtual hugs and 
cocooning.  
 Along with the words come rules ‘Wear face masks 
in crowded places’ ‘Stay at home’ ‘Stay within 5K 
of your home’ etc. None of us would ever imagine 
becoming familiar with nuances of medical science 
– virology, epidemiology, immunology, NPHET (The 
National Public Health Emergency Team) and IEMAG 
(Irish Epidemiological Modelling Advisory Group). We 
must now trust the people in these agencies to keep us 
safe and healthy. 
 This is now the new normal. The challenge for the 
new normal is how to move forward in a positive and 
engaged way. The GSRMA has always responded to 
the needs of its members. Now more than ever, we 
have a responsibility to support our members, those 
who are fearful and have health concerns.  

Cara Craoibh Provides Support: Through our branch 

we have Cara Craoibh – a mechanism to provide 
that support – and our branch now is proactive and 
creative, linking in with members and offering support. 
So, members share your ideas, help us push our 
boundaries, be creative and innovative and strike a 
blow for our elders and shape the reality of now. 

Memorial Committee for Garda Reynolds: To honour 
the memory of the late Garda Michael Reynolds and 
in consultation with the GRA President, a committee 
comprising Joe Dirwan and Frank Fitzpatrick of the 
GSRMA Central Committee, GRA’s Garda Declan 
O’Carolan, Inspector Fiona Broderick of Howth Garda 
Station and Retired Member George Langan was 
established. 
 The committee decided to obtain a new plaque 
to replace the original one (which will be retained) 
in Clontarf Garda Station to mirror the same style of 
wording containing agreed particulars and positioning 
including the provision of a photograph. 
 The official launch of the plaque was to coincide 
with the 45th anniversary of Michael’s death the 
11 September 2020 and is now set for 9 February 
2021 instead, the date of Michael Reynolds birthday 
(Covid-19 permitting of course). 
 The Branch Committee wishes to acknowledge 
the input of the members of the associations and 
organisations. The 2021 AGM is to take place at the 
Skylon Hotel on Tuesday 23 February 2021 (again 
Covid-19 restrictions permitting).  
 At this time of year our thoughts are with our 
members who lost loved ones over the past year 
and we offer our sincere condolences. We wish all 
our members a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy 
Happy New Year. Keep in touch with each other. 

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH 

Letterkenny Community Policing Unit, she emphasised 
the fact that the members of the Community Policing 
Units were available and willing to assist all of our 
retired members and colleagues around the county.  
 She asked that we get the message to our members 
that anyone who wished to get assistance or receive a 
friendly visit from any of the members of the Community 
Policing Units in Donegal should contact Letterkenny 
Garda Station on 074-9167100 and ask for Community 
Policing Unit, and mention that you are a retired 
member. They will take it from there. Our thanks to 
Annmarie and the Community Policing team for this 
kind offer of assistance. 
 
Remembering Our Departed Colleagues in Donegal: 
With the year-end in sight, we think of and remember 
our departed colleagues in Donegal North and South 

Branches (Donegal Division) whom we have sadly lost 
over the past year, as we join their families and friends 
to stand in solidarity with them during this Christmas 
season. May our departed colleagues and friends ‘Rest 
in Peace’.   
 
Christmas and New Year Wishes: As we move 
towards Christmas 2020, in a year like no other, we 
look back with some satisfaction on those things that 
we succeeded in doing in what were often challenging 
times and trying circumstances.
 And we look forward to brighter days in 2021 when 
hopefully we can once again meet, greet and enjoy 
each other’s company in the various activities and 
events organised in our branches. 
 Happy Christmas and a bright New Year to all!  
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The arrival of COVID19 in March of this year has 
greatly curtailed any type of branch activities. With 
events planned, coffee mornings to meet up, trips to 
enjoy and guest speakers to educate us and we are 
hoping that as we near 2021, some semblance of 
normality will occur. 
 Though confined to our towns, restrictions on travel, 
the modern communications available have been a 
great help, either by phone, text, email or zoom. With 
such a large branch scattered all over South Dublin, it 
is difficult to know the different types of social media 
members are using.  
 With reasonable weather, our golfing branch 
members were back in the swing of things only to be 
halted again in their search for the turkey’s! We miss 
the banter at the coffee mornings, especially when 
birthdays are announced. It is rumoured that one 
branch member had so many birthday cakes delivered 
to his house that he had to call upon the neighbours 
to help! We welcome a new year and new members 
who have joined the branch since the autumn edition of 
Síocháin.  
 Sadly, two branch stalwarts passed on recently. Bill 
McMunn (ex-Tallaght) died on 14 September 2020. A 
branch member for over 20 years, Bill had retired to the 
position of Security Manager at The Square, Tallaght. 

John Farrell (ex-Sundrive Road/Carriage Office) passed 
to his eternal rest on 9 October 2020 following a long 
illness bravely borne with great dignity. The Branch 
Committee are available to assist all members when 
and where required. 
 With new words entering the vocabulary like 
“staycation”, one recalls an encounter with a drunk 
customer while working in West Dublin. When asked 
his name, what was refused. Further questions related 
to his employment status. He replied “when you know 
the 4 H’s – you don’t need to work”. When requested 
to explain, he advised “The 4 H’s is Health, Hedge-u-
cation, Housing and Hocial Welfare”.  
 Singing off with another anecdote is when I 
remember the day of my arrival on promotion to 
Inspector in Ballyfermot Station. The SHO was not in a 
very good mood; he enquired as to where I was from, I 
stated ‘Galway’. Prior to my arrival and unknown to me, 
another colleague of Inspector rank arrived to the same 
inquiry as to where he was from. He stated ‘Mayo’. The 
SHO, whose mood did not improve, said something 
to his Gaoler, who then uttered the immortal words 
“we may not have many Sam Maguire’s West of the 
Shannon, but we have plenty of Sam Browne’s” 
 Keep safe everyone and hoping that 2021 will bring 
a much-improved lifestyle for our members countrywide.  

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH 
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Unfortunately, our wee county of Louth has registered 
over 1,600 confirmed cases of Covid-19 and like retired 
members everywhere, retired members in Dundalk are 
doing their best to live their lives as normally as they 
can with this dreadful virus.   
 It is amazing how not only the world has changed 
but also how we as individuals have had to adapt to 
what appears to becoming the new norm.  Since the 
beginning of this year we have had to, not only change 
our lifestyles but also, how we look on life and, in some 
cases, what is important to us. Some of us feel that we 
now live in the present and are unable to plan for the 
future, visiting family and friends going on holidays, 
etc.  
 Since last March, here in Dundalk, we have had 
to cancel our monthly “Coffee Mornings” which were 
always well attended and very enjoyable and visits 
to retired members have also ceased. We can only 
hope that these circumstances will change for the 
better, sooner rather than later. The GSRMA recently 
launched a new app for members and here in Dundalk, 
it has been well received. The information provided on 
it is timely and accurate. The app is well laid out and it 
is easy to read and use. It has given us another means 
of passing on information and keeping in touch. 

Remembering D/Garda Colm Horkan: We all 
remember the very horrific killing of our colleague 

Detective Garda Colm Horkan, who was shot dead on 
June 17 while responding to an incident in Castlerea, 
Co Roscommon.  Covid-19 restrictions prevented 
many people from attending his funeral. However, like 
many members around the country a Guard of Honour 
comprising of the emergency services (including the 
GSRMA) was held at Dundalk Garda Station to honour 
his service and as a mark of respect, whilst adhering to 
the Government guidelines. 

20-Year Service Certificates: This year marked a very 
important year when 21 members of Dundalk Branch 
were awarded GSRMA’s 20-Year Service Certificates 
and Lapel Pins. Due to the ongoing restrictions, we 
were unable to meet the recipients to congratulate 
them on their great achievement and to thank them 
for their service to the people of Ireland and their 
commitment to our organisation.  
 Instead GSRMA Dundalk Branch Committee posted 
their awards to them. It is our intention to organise 
an event where we can all get together to show our 
appreciation, when society returns to normality. 
 As we approach the end of the year, we remember 
our friends, relatives, and colleagues who are no 
longer with us. We wish all our GSRMA friends a 
healthy, safe and peaceful Christmas. We look forward 
to the New Year with great eagerness and hope for the 
future, until then, Keep Safe and Keep Well. 

DUNDALK BRANCH 
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DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH 

Despite the ongoing pandemic the branch continues to keep in touch, and the committee has conducted a 
number of zoom meetings during that time. Paul Hogan was co-opted onto the committee at our October 
meeting; we welcome Paul and know that he will add greatly to our endeavours.  
 We reviewed our contact initiative particularly in relation to branch members who may feel isolated or in 
need of assistance during the pandemic. While the process is ongoing no major concerns were identified, 
however where support is needed regular contact will be maintained with those members.  

Birthday Celebrations: We extend best 
wishes at this time to branch members who 
may be unwell and hope that they will return to 
full health shortly. We also extend our heartiest 
congratulations to Bill Herlihy, founding 
chairman and his successor Brian Kelly, both of 
whom celebrated significant birthdays recently.  

Annual Mass for Deceased Members: 
While all planned events are put on hold, we 
hope that the 63rd Annual Mass for deceased 
members at the Boylan Centre in Dun 
Laoghaire can be relayed – via webcam – from Mount Argus on 6 January 2021. 
   Since the Autumn edition we have sadly lost three branch members – John Munnelly 
and Michael Gilmartin both well-known and having a long association with working and 

residing in the Dun Laoghaire area. Maedhbh Uí Cholmáin who celebrated her 100th Birthday in May sadly 
passed away at the end of October in Booterstown – Maedhbh was a long-time branch member and each year 
she attended the Annual Mass.  
 She was the widow of Seán who passed away in 1982 following his retirement in 1978. We also extend 
sympathies to John Cassidy who served in Blackrock, including the untimely deaths of Liam Dunne, son of 
branch member John and Mary Dunne and also of Cathal Gillen, son of serving members Ian and Dervil Gillen. 
We wish to convey our sincere sympathies to their families at this difficult time, may they all Rest in Peace.   
 Finally, our ‘WhatsApp Group’, although in its infancy, provides a good means of contact and can be very 
beneficial in these dark days. Branch members are invited to join the group by contacting the ‘admins’ Jim 
Kenny at 086-2341401 or Ed Ryan at 087-2240439.  
 A few simple rules apply: no messages after 9pm or before 9am, keep it relevant, keep it civil and keep in 
touch! Until 2021 – Stay Safe Everyone. 

SOUTH KERRY BRANCH 

Taking a trip down memory lane in this edition of Síocháin, 
the branch went on an excursion last April and came upon 
a very interesting sight on the Moll’s Gap Road – the ruins 
of the old Mulgrave Police Station used by the RIC before 
the foundation of An Garda Síochána. The Branch sought 
a photograph of Mulgrave Police Station in its heyday and 
discovered this wonderful photograph of the station which 
was the barracks to eight RIC members. 
 This fantastic photograph of the Barracks with three 
members pictured standing outside – the Mulgrave 
Barracks was built by the Earl of Kenmare to house 
members of the RIC on the edge of his Kenmare Estate.  
 Despite significant rural unrest and land agitation in 
Kerry during the 19th century, the aim of the barracks was not to protect the local inhabitants but rather to protect 
the Earl’s deer from poachers. Local lore states that while the men stationed at the barracks patrolled the area 
keeping a careful lookout for poachers, the men regularly dined on venison themselves!  

Brian Kelly 
celebrates his 94th 
birthday. 

Birthday wishes for Bill Herlihy and 
Brian Kelly. COLLABORATE. INNOVATE.
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diabetes management devices, and we're growing our team. We're currently looking 
for a Technical Leader, Process Team Leaders and Engineers to become part of our 
global community of dedicated employees. 
Are you ready to build a career with a purpose while helping change lives?  



 In another item and marking the 30th Anniversary 
from August 1990 when John Thornhill retired at 
Sergeant-in-Charge of Sneem Garda Station and at his 
retirement party, a few photographs were taken of the 
presentation and also one of the sergeants attached 
to the Cahersiveen District. These photographs will 
certainly bring back many good memories of the time 
and the individuals involved.  
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MALLOW BRANCH

Mallow Branch held the AGM on Tuesday 18 February, 2020: We were graced by the presence of Central 
Committee Member, Michael Lewis. Little did we know that night, that it would be the last time we would be 
together for a number of months and that the country would be in lockdown shortly afterwards. 
 Initially, most people were scared as we saw terrifying photos coming from China and lorry loads of bodies 
being transported through Italy. A bleak time lay ahead. All worried about their own health and well-being. 
Assistance was offered to retired members from our local were serving Gardaí and our Community Garda 
John Fitzgerald, and indeed some did take up on this offer. Local 
County Council and GAA clubs also came on board with offers of 
assistance. 
 All holidays were cancelled, including a few members who 
were travelling to New York to celebrate St Patrick’s Day. 

Cocoon, Lockdown and Covid-19 became the new words 
and the loss of seeing loved ones, especially children and 
grandchildren took its toll. There were no family get-togethers… 
weddings and christenings cancelled and a huge upset to people 
was the closure of churches and 10 people only allowed attend 

Mulgrave Police Station in ruin. 

Presentation to Sergeant John Thornhill 
(A) Pictured (l-r): Supt Michael Burke, Killarney 
District, John Thornhill, Sergeant I/C, Sneem (Retired), 
Inspector Bill Murphy, Killarney and Supt Tom Lally, 
Cahersiveen District. 

Sergeants in Cahersiveen District (Sep 1990)
(B) Pictured (l-r): Jim Casey, Waterville. Pat Doody, 
Cahersiveen. Mick O’Toole, Glenbeigh. John Thornhill, 
Sneem (Retired), Mick O Leary, Killorglin and Mickie 
Joe Griffin, Cahersiveen. 

     That’s all from the Kingdom for 2020 in terms of 
Association News and we wish all GSRMA Members and 
their Families a Peaceful and Joyous Christmas and look 
forward to resuming our social events in 2021. 

A

B

Síocháin   29

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and 
intermediate care provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided 
by NAS and Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by agreement with each organisation. At a local level, 
the NAS is also supported by over 275(Mar 2020) Community First Responder schemes, 
responding to particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, 
chest pain, choking and stroke) where it is essential for the patient to receive immediate life-
saving care whilst an emergency response vehicle is en route to the patient.

In recent years, the NAS has embarked on a strategic investment programme to develop 
a modern, quality service that is safe, responsive and fit for purpose. The service is 
implementing a significant reform agenda which mirrors many of the strategic changes 
underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive for high performance and 
efficiency whilst coping with a continuously increasing demand on services.

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie

www.nationalambulanceservice.ie

THE NATIONAL 
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The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and intermediate care 
provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided by NAS and Dublin Fire 
Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by 
agreement with each organisation. At a local level, the NAS is also supported by over 275(Mar 2020) 
Community First Responder schemes, responding to particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. 
cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, chest pain, choking and stroke) where it is essential for the patient 
to receive immediate life- saving care whilst an emergency response vehicle is en route to the patient.

In recent years, the NAS has 
embarked on a strategic 
investment programme to 
develop a modern, quality 
service that is safe, responsive 
and fit for purpose. The service 
is implementing a significant 
reform agenda which mirrors 
many of the strategic changes 
underway in ambulance 
services internationally as they 
strive for high performance 
and efficiency whilst coping 
with a continuously increasing 
demand on services.



ASSOCIATION NEWS

a funeral in those early days. Hospital and nursing 
home visits were not allowed which had a profound 
effect on some of our members. 

Minute’s Silence for D/Garda Horkan: As a mark of 
respect on the death of our colleague, D/Garda Colm 
Horkan, we joined our serving colleagues for a one 
minute’s silence outside Garda Stations on Sunday, 
21 June. We were kindly treated to refreshments 
afterwards in the station yard. 
 Conversations took place socially distanced on 
the footpath. Text messages were exchanged and all 
members were kept up to date. Members are now 
availing of the new APP and finding it very informative. 
Thankfully, the pension still came in on the first of 
each month – only problem, there was nowhere to 
spend it! 
 Now, in another lockdown, we face into the winter 
months. Our thoughts turn to family and Christmas. It 
looks as if there will be no Station Mass this year. Nor 
will they be any Annual Christmas Dinner. Hopefully, 
things will improve and we look forward to having a 

belated Christmas Dinner as soon as allowed. Again, 
when the country opens up, we will resume our 
meetings and social gatherings. The AGM is planned 
for Thursday 18 February 2021 at 8pm in O’Keeffe’s 
(Back Lounge), Main Street, Mallow. 

Members Remembered: Unfortunately, during this 
pandemic, we lost members Willie Reidy, and Ben 
Eardley. John Sugrue lost his mother Mary in her 
105th year. Dan Walsh lost his wife Marian and his 
brother Tom. Tadhg Foley lost his brother Paddy. John 
Liston lost his brother Robert. Willie O’Leary lost his 
brother T. J. and Kitty McDermott’s friend Peter, also 
passed away. May they all Rest in Peace. 
 Hopefully, Christmas will be once again a time 

for family and that loved ones will be allowed travel 
home. In the meantime, take care and Stay Safe. 
 Photograph featured are of the trip by Mallow 
and Fermoy Branches to Wicklow in October 2019, 
including a visit to Dáil Eireann. Fond memories 
indeed...so until 2021. 

MONAGHAN BRANCH 

Sadly, due to Covid-19 restrictions the activity of the 
branch has been severely curtailed as was necessary 
in the situation in which we all found ourselves. During 
the year we have kept in touch with our members and 
launched a successful ‘WhatsApp Group’ to keep our 
members better informed in a speedy fashion. The new 
GSRMA App is also proving a big hit and is great for 
keeping all informed countrywide of happenings within 
the Association. 
 We thank all at Head Office and our Central 
Committee for their efforts on our behalf to ensure we 
benefited with the pension increase in October and 
ask them to continue in their work to ensure that our 
pension retains its parity with serving members and that 
we are not left behind in future pay negotiations. 
 Sadly, our Remembrance Mass for November 

and our Christmas Meal and social gathering has had 
to be cancelled due to Covid-19. However, we have 
arranged for Fr. Stephen Joyce to say a Mass to pray 
for all and in particular to remember all our deceased 
members and their families. And we extend our deepest 
condolences to those who suffered bereavement during 
the year. 
 We will be proceeding with our Christmas Draw in 
early December – all branch members will be entered 
and the names of the lucky winners will be circulated 
by ‘WhatsApp’ and e-mail after the draw concludes. So, 
best of luck to all! Always remember that your branch 
is there to serve its members and do not hesitate to 
contact the Branch Committee if you require assistance. 
 Finally, we wish all our members and their families 
a happy and healthy Christmas and a safer New Year 
when hopefully Branch activities and social events can 
recommence in full. 
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NAAS BRANCH 

It has been a year like we have never experienced before and we have 
seen so many changes in all of our lives, and we are so aware that the 
members from Naas Branch are missing our social get-togethers so 
much especially the Wednesday bowling which has been going strong 
for the last twelve years. 
 We will work on the promise our proposed events are 
postponed until it is safe to do so. The Branch Committee are very 
aware that this has been such a hard year especially for those 
members who are living alone, and we are thinking of those who are 
unwell or experiencing stress also those who have been bereaved in 
this difficult time.  

Over the coming weeks and months there are several things we 
can do to stay on track…… 
• Try to keep active even if it is only a stroll, the fresh air helps us all 

to keep positive perhaps only five minutes a day everyone knows their limits but don’t overdo it - listen to your 
body. 

• Keep in touch, don’t let isolation be a worry. Sometimes a phone call can make a huge difference to someone’s 
day, and we all love a chat. 

• Try a new skill, perhaps now is the time to write that book, paint the picture you always wanted to or knit or 
crochet, there are also lots of free online courses available. 

• Eat well, if we have good nutritious food it helps in many ways including your mood and this also helps us to 
stay healthy. 

• Don’t let anxiety become a problem, speak to family or friends - a worry shared is a worry halved - and 
sometimes when we speak about the worries they might not seem as bad. 

• We must always be optimistic and we will hope 2021 will be a wonderful year for everyone.  

Naas Branch Committee wishes all members a very Happy Christmas and health and happiness for 2021. In the 
meantime, remember this pandemic will pass and we will all meet again in the near future. Stay safe and well and 
keep healthy – and don’t count the days make the days count! 

NENAGH BRANCH 

There is particular history in this photograph which was 
taken in 1986 in that it was the last night duty tour at the 
old station on Kenyon Street, Nenagh, before the move 
to the new one in Bamba Square. Also, there were four 
members attached to each of the units and the fourth man 
from the unit was on GRA Duty in Dublin at the time – he 
was Matt Givens, current GSRMA President!  
      The old station had been an old RIC Station and was 
District Headquarters at that time for both the RIC and 
later for An Garda Síochána. The site of the old station is 
now trading as O’Connor’s Supermarket and Shopping 
Centre. 
      As with all branches, this year has been a washout 
due to Covid-19. Hopefully 2021 will be better and we can 
implement all our plans. 
      We would like to wish all our members a very Happy 
Christmas, especially those who are ill or currently in 
hospital or nursing homes. 

November 2020 marked the 11th anniversary of the 
death of Jimmy Conroy, pictured left in photo, with 
Donal Ryan on his right, with Eddie Scanlan, current 
Nenagh Branch Secretary, seated.  
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WEXFORD BRANCH 

Firstly, as it is the festive time of what has been a gloomy year, our Branch 
Committee wishes you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. We should reach 
out to members and let them know they’re not forgotten – a phone call, a greeting 
or a get-well card can give a person a little lift.  
      As we have been in lockdown for most of the year and unable to organise any 
activity, we are having pre- and post-Christmas Draws for monetary prizes to give 
something back to our members who continue to contribute to the GSRMA funds. 
We wish all members the best of luck! 

Father & Son Retirement: A memorable occasion took place in October when 
Colm O’Leary, Sergeant-in-Charge at Rosslare Harbour, decided to retire from 
the force, and in doing so was creating a rather unusual occasion. Colm had been 
preceded into retirement by his father John, who retired in March 1992 and is in 
good health, residing in Enniscorthy with his wife Adelaide. 
       Colm, who joined An Garda Síochána in October 1984, served in Crumlin, 
Bunbeg, IT Section in Garda Headquarters and in Wexford Town. He completed 

36 years’ service in the Force. Dad John joined in 1959 and served in Kill O’ the Grange, Kilsheelan, Clonmel, 
Ballylooby and Mulinahone, Enniscorthy and Kiltealy in the Enniscorthy District up to his retirement. 
 It was nice to see father and son together for a nice photo of the duo looking healthy and happy on what is a 
really memorable occasion to mark Colm’s retirement and joining his father as one of our newest members of the 
GSRMA Wexford Branch.  

History of Wexford Division: The branch is still 
working away in the background on our ‘History of 
Wexford Division’. Our historian, Tom Miller, has 
amassed an amount of material in draft form at present 
and we also have information on members who served 
in all stations in the Wexford/Wicklow Division since 
the inception of the Force in 1922.  
 It is our intention to have the list as complete and 
comprehensive as possible. We greatly appreciate 
any further available information even if it is only to let 
us know those stations in which members served. We 
would also like to know names of other members who 
served in those stations.  
 The book, when published, will contain anecdotal 
information on events, so if any member has or knows of any incident, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
We will appreciate any further information, of which you may be aware during your service, whether in your area or 
elsewhere in the division. Every little helps to complete the bigger picture, so why not become a part of this history 
by offering your contribution! 
 See you all in 2021 in hopefully better circumstances than we have experienced in 2020. 

John and Colm O’Leary, 
Wexford Branch. 

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly 
‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of developments 
across all branches. 
 If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see 
included in the future, Contact Mick Lernihan, General Secretary, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8 by post; e-mail 
gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.
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It is now mid-November 2020 
and, apart from separate visits by 

the staff to complete tasks which 
cannot be performed remotely, we 
all continue to work from home. 
GSRMA House has changed from 
having Mick, Marina and Michelle 
working there daily to remote 
working to continue with the service 
we provide to our membership.  
 This includes circulating messages 
on behalf of our branches, arranging 
the new way of having our members 
engage with our tax and social 
welfare advisors and running the 
Association on behalf of the Central 
Committee. And we continue to 
provide you with all that this entails 
from the management of the 
apartments to the liaison with the 
branches and branch secretaries, the 
production of the very fine ‘Síocháin’ 
magazine, and engaging with 
politicians and other to push our 
agenda of Parity, Representation and 
Restoration and many more tasks. 
 Additionally, our liaison with 
the Garda Pensions Section and the 
NSSO, as well as maintaining the 
GSRMA Database, are no easy tasks. 
All these matters and many more are 
being dealt with from our individual 

homes with daily interaction via 
email, telephone and by many zoom 
staff meetings. So, what is that like?
 
ADAPTING TO REMOTE WORKING 
Michelle says that over the past 
number of months she had to adapt 
by working remotely due to the 
never-ending Covid-19. “It was a 
challenging experience at first as it 
was unmarked territory for GSRMA. 
Throwing stress, fear of my family 
becoming sick and home-schooling 
on top brought it to another level. 
 Nevertheless, as a team, we 
made it work and ensured GSRMA 
members were well-supported, 
thoroughly informed and provided 
the service they deserve. Going 

forward, whether in the office or in 
the comfort of our homes, we have 
created a system which allows us to 
perform effectively and successfully. 
 “I am very grateful that the 
health of my family and myself 
was taken into consideration and 
conveyed on numerous occasions, 
not forgetting the daily support 
from Marina and Mick. It has been 
my pleasure to serve the GSRMA 
and its members through these 
unprecedented times.” 

VIDEO PLATFORMS PROVE VITAL 
Marina echoes some of Michelle’s 
sentiments and makes the following 
observation that working from 
home has altered her life and the 
service she gives to the GSRMA. 
“March 2020 was a decisive month 
for families and workplaces, as 
the spread of Covid19 worldwide 
was being tackled in every corner. 
I have worked remotely in previous 
employment, however this time 
everything was quite different. 
 “The transition from the office to 
home working was challenging as it 
required a big change in behaviour 
from all the family members. Social 
interaction is a very important part 
of the GSRMA workplace.  
 “When the ability to interact 
is suddenly gone, your need for 
it is not. Fortunately, many video 
platforms are available – Zoom, 
WhatsApp, amongst others. GSRMA 
management made sure that we 
were communicating every day and 
overcoming the feeling of having 
to solve any problem on our own. 
Nonetheless, the camaraderie of 
working in a team on a daily basis, 
meeting committee members and 

I suppose you are all 
wondering just how 
GSRMA House at No. 
5 Harrington Street 
has been functioning 
since the first lockdown 
in March, with 
requirements to both 
work from home and 
abide by the very good 
advice from NPHET, HSE 
and An Garda Síochána 
during this pandemic.

MICK’S MESSAGES
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GSRMA House has changed – 
with Mick, Marina and Michelle 
now working remotely to continue 
providing the same level of service 
to our members.  



MICK’S MESSAGES
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GSRMA members regularly is missed. 
 “The transition to remote working has gone well. 
We have learnt a lot about systems and ourselves which 
will carry us positively into a better future! I am deeply 
grateful for the support from GSRMA President Matt 
Givens, Central Committee Members and colleagues 

Michelle and Mick, all along the process. As I compose 
these few words, I can hear my daughter, Mia, singing 
along her favourite song ‘We are all in this together’.” 

GSRMA STAFF SUPPORT 
So, there you have a flavour of how the staff members 
at GSRMA House continue to support the running of the 
GSRMA on your behalf and I must say that the President 
and the Central Committee have been to the forefront 
in ensuring that the safety and welfare of the staff are 
paramount.  
 As we move into 2021, let’s hope, as Marina has 
stated, that the social interaction and the camaraderie 
returns safely to all our homes, workplaces and Branches 
and some form of normality prevails in our daily lives. 
 Michelle, Marina and Mick would like to wish GSRMA 
members and their families all the very best for a Happy 
Christmas and a bright and Covid-free 2021. Finally, a big 
thank you to Matt Givens and the Central Committee for 
their stewardship of the office in Central Dublin as well as 
the remote centres of Rathmines, Ballycullen and Shankill. 

Slán for now,  
Mick

One of the many Zoom Conference Calls between 
Marina, Michelle and Mick. 

The transition to remote working has gone well, and 
Marina says “a lot has been learnt about the systems 
and ourselves, which will carry us positively into a 
better future”. 

Working remotely due to the pandemic, was a 
challenging experience at first as it was unmarked 
territory for GSRMA, according to Michelle. 
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor, 

Here we go again, another courageous Garda dies while doing what all Gardaí 
do every time they venture out on duty; audaciously putting themselves in the 
way of danger.  
 As they go about protecting the public, their expectation and hope is always 
that their day will end well. Mostly Thank God, make it home at the end of their 
day, many unfortunately, suffer injury and lots of emotional bruising inflicted 
on them, largely intentionally by hostile and belligerent citizens.  
 Sadly, our beloved colleague Detective Garda Colm Horkan, like many 
others over the years, didn’t make it home. This senseless tragedy reminded me 
very forcefully, of another dreadful tragedy of 50 years ago. 
 This year is the 50th anniversary of the murder of another one of our brave 
colleagues Garda Dick Fallon, which happened on 3 April 1970. I will tell you 
about my memory of that terrible time half a century ago. The day began for 
me, when, in the company of one of my Store St Station friends, John Conroy 
and his wife Betty.  
 We happily started our journey from Dublin at about 10.30am for our long-planned bit of free-time in Donegal. We 
were going there because I was getting married the following day and I was more than a little nervous, even anxious, but 
nevertheless, I was looking forward to the event. 
 After a spot of lunch in Monaghan and following a short break, we continued our journey towards Strabane crossing the 
border just after 2pm into the North at Aughnacloy. When we arrived in Strabane, we turned left on Main Street, where we 
intended parking our car for a quick coffee break before again crossing the border into Lifford – our Donegal destination.  
 As we entered the Main Street, we noticed two RUC officers standing at the junction and staring very suspiciously at us. I 
waved at the officers, but they continued to stare without acknowledging my salute. While parking the car, John and I watched 
the two officers, their gaze still fixed on us and our car as they cautiously approached. We were curious, even concerned as to 
why the officers appeared to be so interested in us.  
 While John and I were stepping out of our car, we noticed another officer approaching from the opposite direction and he 
seemed as determined and suspicious as the other two and we stood and waited. Meanwhile, Betty sat comfortably in the back 
seat of our Cortina, totally unaware of the evolving, inevitable encounter and interaction with the RUC.  
“Where have you come from and where are you going” an officer asked.  
“Dublin, and we are heading for Lifford,” I replied.“Can I see some identification please” the officer then asked. 
“We are members of An Garda Síochána” I said, as we presented our ID cards for inspection. When the officers discovered 
who we were, they glanced briefly at each other before offering their condolences on the murder of a Garda that morning in 
Dublin during a bank robbery. 
 “You didn’t know” the officer added, when he noticed the shock and disbelief in our reaction to that terrible news. “One of 
the cars used by the criminals was a Cortina,” he continued “and that is the reason why we were attracted to and interested in 
you and your car,” the officers explained as they again offered their sympathy.  
 The RUC officers were surprised that during our three-hour journey from Dublin before leaving the State at Aughnacloy, we 
didn’t encounter any Garda activity and we were deeply saddened at the killing of our colleague.  
 I am not saying that there was no Garda activity on the road to Donegal. I am just saying that John and I didn’t see any as 
we made our way along the main Dublin/Derry Road. That absence was very puzzling indeed. Anyway, we thanked the RUC 

Death of Colm Horkan evokes Memories of Dick Fallon 
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

Detective Garda Colm Horkan lost his life 
in a senseless tragedy on 17 June 2020. 
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

officers for their interest and vigilance. We said our goodbyes and continued our journey 
across the bridge to Lifford.  
       The following day, however, we did encounter lots of Garda checkpoints. Over the 
following days and weeks, there were rumours asking did a State car take the gang out of 
Dublin to avoid detection by Gardaí. That rumour was constant, without let-up and many 
believed it to be true. It was also rumoured that the gang lay low for a number of days in a 
cottage on the Wicklow Mountains?  
        A Dublin City District Garda motorcyclist was given that information by one of 
his informants and when he passed it on to the investigators and was unable to divulge 
his informant’s name, the diligent Garda was himself put under surveillance. When the 
cottage was inspected, it was discovered that a gang did indeed spend time there and it was 
believed too, that the occupiers had vacated the house just ahead of the Garda inspection.  
 Were the occupants warned in advance of the raid or were they just lucky? That double-
barrelled curious conundrum did many laps of the State at the time. It was rumoured too 
that the mysterious State car delivered the vicious gang to the cottage. How they travelled 
away from Wicklow, or indeed to where they travelled was not discovered. 

 More than three weeks after Dick Fallon’s murder, two Government Ministers lost their jobs because of their alleged 
involvement in the illegal importation of firearms for the IRA. A third Minister resigned during the controversy. The 
importation was confirmed by a high-ranking civil servant who also stated that the firearm used to kill Dick Fallon was very 
likely one of those guns. 
 “Politicians let us down” was the verdict expressed frequently by 
many Gardaí and by huge swathes of the general public in response to 
the ‘no let-up’ rumours in the follow up of Dick’s dreadful murder.  
 Politicians intend letting us down again. This time it is not a 
rumour. Their plan is well flagged; it is our hard-earned pensions they 
are gratuitously planning to attack.      
 I am not sure about the authenticity of those rumours. I am sure 
though about my drive to Donegal and in more recent times, the mean 
plan by the government to ruthlessly attack our pensions and I remain 
at best, curious. 

Yours etc… 

Nick Cunningham   
Meath Branch 

This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the murder of 
Garda Dick Fallon. 

GSRMA laid a wreath on Garda Dick Fallon’s 
grave in Balgriffin Cemetery to mark the 50th 
anniversary of his murder.
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                Editor
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Garda Museum Debacle 
Dear Editor, 

Recent articles in our magazine announcing the 
closure of the excellent Garda Museum at the Garda 
College leaves many members bewildered, confused 
and wondering if there is any regard for recording and 
displaying the most complete history available of An 
Garda Síochána.  
 The museum in the College has proved to be a major 
attraction for visiting police and dignitaries from all over 
the world while visiting the College. Mindful of the fact 
that the history of An Garda Síochána is inextricably 
linked to the history and development of our Nation, it 
should be afforded the same respect and prominence as 
all other aspects of the nation’s development.  
 Instead, as we approach the centenary of our 
founding, we find that museums are being reduced or 
closed altogether and consigned to token displays and cardboard boxes. What a shame that so little is thought of our proud 
past and that this is brought about by serving members. 
 History is made up of mainly two elements. One being the written and photographic and the other being preserved artefacts 
and memorabilia covering the period loosely described as the ‘living part of history’. To concentrate on one element while 
applying tokenism to the other is to airbrush away a very significant component of our proud history. 
 In supporting the submissions by our Central Committee in this regard, I would suggest that the most fitting and 
appropriate tributes to the history of An Garda Síochána and those members who brought it to where it is today, would be to 
take it out of the cardboard boxes and exhibit it at an appropriate location, accessible to all.  
 This would give tangible meaning to the origins and history of the organisation. It should be noted that such displays 
of artefacts and memorabilia at Station Open Days have proven to be very popular and aroused great interest in the local 
communities. 
 Without a complete and comprehensive history, properly told and displayed, a grave disservice is being done to those who 
have gone before. I would, therefore, urge the authorities to reconsider this blatant downgrading of the significance of our 
history by the arbitrary closing of museums at a time when the reverse should be the case.    

Yours etc… 
Sean Brennan  
Limerick City Branch 

Garda Management decided in May to close the Garda 
Museum at the Garda College in Templemore. 
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Pension Parity Warning
Dear Editor, 

In December, as we have been frequently reminded by the GSRMA that the 
government intend abolishing the pay/pension parity link for retired public 
servants with their serving colleagues. In other words, currently, when our 
serving colleagues are granted an increase in their salary and pensionable 
allowances, we as pensioners automatically receive half of that increase; that 
is my understanding of Pay/Pension parity. This long-standing link has been 
the custom and practice-and expectation of public servants for their many 
years of public service.  
 Unfortunately, our government intend breaking that link and by their silence, this uncaring plan is supported by many other 
politicians. If they persist and succeed in breaking the link, it will be impossible to restore it. The irony of their plan is that they 
have excluded themselves and other well-paid public servants from the effects of it; very selfish and blatantly unfair! “Cherish 
all the people equally” so said James Connolly. 
 Why any government would even contemplate doing this to, in the main, frontline retirees who have given their country a 
lifetime of often very dangerous, but always loyal service and to exclude themselves and other well-paid public servants from 
the effects of their plan is beyond belief and smacks of gross disrespect and disloyalty. Why are they doing this? Is it to save 
money? If so, why have they decided not to contribute to this saving too? 
 I suspect that the intention of government is not to implement their threat in full but to shock public service associations 
and unions to the negotiation table where they will push and finally settle somewhere short of the threatened position. If that 
happens and I am not sure that it won’t, we will still lose and they will win and we will be happy that they didn’t impose their 
threat in full.  
 You might think that that is far-fetched and that our government wouldn’t behave like that. I think they would and more than 
likely they will-and sure, isn’t that how they respond and conduct all legitimate requests from State workers. We should not 
accept anything less than what it is today, after all, politicians are not allowing us to reflect on their pensions. It is striking that 
when this unfair plan was made known publicly, there were no objections by any politician, I wonder why?  
 During the most recent general election campaign, many politicians promised support for the retention of this link, I hope 
they are reminded of those promises and that they honour them. Since the foundation of the State, right up to recent times, 
governments have reversed every agreement ever reached with Garda Associations and maybe we shouldn’t be surprised if they 
renege on this promise too. 
 Most civil and public servants’ salaries haven’t improved since 2008 while politician’s salaries improved at least four times, 
including last week. Is that fair? It most certainly is not! 
 I presume all serving Garda and other staff associations, including public service unions, are supporting the retention of 
the link. After all, if it becomes law, when it is their time to retire, they will suffer the effects of it too. They must realise this now 
and not when it is too late. 

Yours Sincerely,  

Nick Cunningham 
Meath Branch 
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Open Transparent Justice 

10 October 2020 – Fertiliser Day 

Policing Authority – Unfair and Unwarranted Criticism of the Force 

Dear Editor, 

It was hard to understand the point of the protesters at the Courts of Criminal Justice, with 
placards reading JUSTICE FOR AARON BRADY. That is exactly what Aaron Brady got on 14 
October 2020 – ‘Open Transparent Justice’ Thank God. 
 It was not the protesters type of justice – no hoods, no kangaroo court, no secretarial burials. 
Congratulations to An Garda Síochána on their successful prosecution of a very difficult case. 
 I look forward to congratulating them further when they round up and prosecute the remaining members of the gang. 

Yours etc… 
Tony Fagan 
GSRMA Wexford 

Dear Editor, 

The 10th of October 2020 should be marked as ‘Fertiliser Day’. It is a once in a century event, signalled by the date – 10-10-20! 
For those not acquainted with farming matters, this is the name of one of Goulding’s best-known fertilisers. 

Yours etc... 
Walter Kilcullen 
Dublin West Branch 

Dear Editor, 

The recent report from the Policing Authority shows it’s now acting as some form of political entity as opposed to oversight 
of An Garda Síochána. The Authority’s stated views that Gardaí should not follow their European neighbours, who 
have introduced stronger powers to prevent the spread of Covid-19, is treading into the political and legislative domain. 
 Their attitude as some form of high moral arbiter for the Irish people and their attempts to undermine the men and women 
who work on the frontline, in order to protect us and themselves, must be challenged by those in the Garda associations and 
the Minister for Justice. Spit hoods, which have been used sparsely and under strict supervision and control, seem to have 
dominated their meetings.  

       It’s all very well sitting in your well-paid Ivory tower but when was the last time, or first time, 
this oversight committee went out with our frontline Gardaí and experienced what they experience? 
Dealing with drunken or drug fuelled violent spitting offenders is never easy and Gardaí need to 
protect themselves as well as the offenders. 
     Isn’t it time they toned down their criticism and rhetoric of the Force and instead, during this 
unprecedented health crisis, encouraged safety for all, including those who serve us? 

Yours etc, 
Christy Galligan 
Donegal North Branch 
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This may be the time for you to 
consider amalgamating any other 

existing loans or credit card balances 
you may have into one St Paul’s loan 
with a repayment schedule to suit your 
budget.
 Christmas is a time for families and 
the ideal opportunity for you to remind 
your family members that they too 
can benefit from all our loan rates and 
services. 
 If you have been satisfied with us 
then tell your family, we rely on you 
to be our ambassadors and spread 
the word about St Paul’s to them. Just 
point them to our website  
www.stpaulscu.ie and if they need 
extra information they can submit any 
questions they have for us there, it 
might be the best Christmas gift they 
receive!

St Paul’s offer a fantastic range of loans 
and the easiest and fastest way to 
apply is:
• Online via your online account, or
• NEW - via the St Paul’s Garda Credit 

Union APP

This is a paperless application. You 
upload supporting documentation 
online and sign your Credit Agreement 
and ECCU Health Insurance Form 
online with e-signature. Ensure you 
upload all supporting documentation 
at the time of application to avoid 
delays.
 You can, of course, call and speak 
to one our friendly staff who can tailor 
a loan to suit your requirements and 
take your loan application over the 
phone at 021-4313355.

 St Paul’s free Online Account access 
has proved to be invaluable for our 
members during this pandemic and 
we recommend that, if you have not 
already registered, you may do so via 
our website www.stpaulscu.ie

CREDIT UNION OF THE YEAR
We are delighted to announce that 
‘Public Sector’ magazine has selected 
St Paul’s as the winner of the Credit 
Union of the Year Award 2020.  
Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s, 
said that he is delighted to accept the 
award on behalf of our Credit Union.
 He went on the state: “This 

award reflects our policy to put the 
member first at all times. I believe 
that our continuous engagement 
with our members, listening to 
their suggestions, and providing the 
products and services they need is core 
to our success. 
 “This could not be achieved 
without the support and confidence of 
our members throughout the length 
and breadth of the country and we 
would like to wish all our members 
including our many frontline workers, 
and their families, well in these 
challenging times, and enjoy a happy 
and peaceful Christmas.”

CHRISTMAS LOAN ON 
OFFER FOR EXTRA 

EXPENSES 
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union hopes that all GSRMA members are staying safe and well 
on the lead-up to what will be a different Christmas for many of us. As you make your 
preparations St Paul’s would like to remind you that they can offer you a Christmas 
Loan to help you meet any extra expenses you may have at this time of year.
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Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, was presented with 
the Credit Union of the Year Award 2020 by ‘Public Sector’ magazine.

PanPan Smartwatch is designed to set peace of 
mind for seniors and their families. It works with a 
monitoring platform for emergency reaction and a 
mobile app for family members to be informed. It 
has an intuitive user interaction with a single button. 
The features and technical details are as follows.

Sales/service Telephone: 1850 247 999
Email: sales@emergencyresponse.ie
Web: www.emergencyresponse.ie

The Pebbell is a portable safety device which is small 
in size and lightweight.

It is designed for personal security with an inbuilt 
emergency button. This feature ensures direct 
contact to our 24 hour monitoring centre should 
you encounter a difficult or threatening situation. 
As your location will be known, the responder can 
deal with the situation efficiently and effectively.

Key Features:
• One button emergency call
• Two way phone call 
• Automated fall detection
• Live locations, locations 

lookup safe zone
• • Integrated with panpan 

platform

PanPan is a wearable device 
with:
• Slick design
• Simplistic interface-single 

button
• Portable/functional without 

any other device

PanPan is a standalone 
emergency phone
• Built-in sim
• Press of a button for sos 

calls
• Two-way phone call

PanPan is an emergency 
location device 
• Real-time locations
• Emergency locations
• Recent locations

KEY FEATURES:
• One touch button: if you 

need assistance press the 
button to get immediate 
help, the pebbell will send 
you details to our 24 hour 
monitoring centre.

• 24 hour monitoring
• Small personal mobile 

(panic) button with GPS 
location.

• Two way voice 
communication

• Simple to use and 
set up 

• Range of 
attractive 
colours to 
choose from

• Rechargeable 
battery (several 
days standby 
time)

PANPAN WATCH

PEBBELL

• G.P.S
• Fall detector on request
• Safe zone 
• Splashproof
• Low battery – on 

request

• Charging station
• Apps available for 

family 

  

    
    
 

  
 

 

 

   
   
  

 
 



As Ireland and other countries 
worldwide struggle to contain 

the virus, the impact of containment 
measures has negated any possibility 
of economic growth for the 
foreseeable future. 
 Outside of the hi-tech and 
pharmaceutical industries the 
remainder of jobs are on life-
support, while nobody can predict 
with confidence the lasting impact 
on livelihoods. 
 The Irish economy will also take 
a further hit with Brexit taking place 
on 31 December 2020 – deal or no 

deal! Ireland is borrowing €40bn 
in an effort to kick-start businesses 
and to stall the corrosive effect of 
unemployment.  
 It is against this background that 
the new Public Service Pay Talks are 
taking place and the indications 
so-far are that there will be no pay 
increases in 2021 with the possibility 
of a small increase in 2022.  
 While this article deals with 
pensions, the biggest challenge 
for all of us and our families is the 
deleterious effect of the coronavirus, 
as Covid-19 does not respect age. 
Our members are in the high-risk 
category and above all, my advice to 
all is to take care and keep safe.   

Position of the Alliance & 
GSRMA: Our members live in 
the real world. We are aware of 

the perilous financial state of the 
country but I must make the point 
that retired members cannot be 
scapegoated again and made to 
carry more than their fair share in 
any fiscal correction in the future.  
 The Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Michael 
McGrath, extended an invitation 
to the Alliance of Retired Public 
Servants to meet and discuss 
pensions on a bi-lateral basis. This 
is an improvement, as previous 
incumbents delegated this role to 
officials. 
 The Minister has been appraised 
of our policy priorities including pay/
parity and the arrangements are now 
being put in place for the meeting 
to take place. Contact with Public 
Sector Unions and, in our case, the 
Garda staff associations continues.  

UPDATE ON PENSION 
PAYMENTS DURING 

PANDEMIC 
The most serious 
pandemic in a century 
has triggered one of 
the worst economic 
crises since the Great 
Depression (OECD). 
And with Covid-19 
turning the global 
economy on its head, 
Joe Dirwan, Central 
Committee and 
Monaghan Branch, 
provides an update on 
possible implications 
for GSRMA members 
with regards to their 
pension payments. 
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There is a commitment to increase pensions that are in excess of €35,000 in 
2021 as they did not qualify under the PSSA 2018/20. 
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 The GSRMA have also recently met with Cathal Berry, 
independent TD for South Kildare, and he agreed to be 
the voice of the Central Committee in the Oireachtas. 

Pensions Increases – October 2020: The final 2% 
of the Public Service Sectoral Agreement 2018-2020 
was paid to those qualifying on 2 November 2020 
with arrears backdated to 1 October 2020. There is a 
commitment to increase pensions that are in excess of 
€35,000 in 2021 as they did not qualify under the PSSA 
2018/20.  
 As I outlined in previous articles there were exceptions 
to this rule. The FEMPI Acts that reduced pay/pension 
will expire in June 2021. The government has indicated 
its intention to honour this commitment and the GSRMA 
will continue to monitor the situation.  

Rent Allowance: Since the 1970s rent allowance is part 
of a serving member’s pay. As I previously reported in 
2017, serving colleagues received an additional €500 
rent increase. This was part of a pay settlement. Retired 
members should also have benefited by €250 from 
that date and are now at commutative loss of €1,000. 
Despite several letters to the Department seeking 
payment our request has been refused. 
 Rent Allowance was made pensionable as a result 
of an Independent Arbitration Board finding in 1985. 
It is our view that this finding cannot be unilaterally set 

aside by the government.  GSRMA has issued a plenary 
summons in the High Court to have this unfairness 
addressed as a matter of urgency. 
 Budget 2021: Credit must be given to the 
government for taking the approach to borrow money 
rather than go down the austerity route. While this must 
be repaid the loans are very long-term and at a very low 
interest rate. Imagination and some risks will have to be 
taken to bring down unemployment (16%), particularly 
amongst those under 35.  
 The government is also committed to establishing a 
Commission on Social Welfare Pensions State Pensions 
to address the contentious issue of increasing the 
qualification age for State Pensions from 66 years 
upwards. While Public Service Pensions are not within 
this scope (as yet), the GSRMA will continue to give this 
matter strict attention. 

The Irish economy will take a further hit with Brexit on 31 
December 2020 – deal or no deal! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Joe Dirwan is a member of the 
GSRMA Central Committee 
and represents the Monaghan 
Branch. A native of Co. Galway 
Joe joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1972, and spent most of his 
service in County Monaghan 
before he retired in 2012. Joe 
was also General Secretary of 
AGSI and a member of their 
Executive for a long number of 
years.

“

Credit must be given to the government for taking the 
approach to borrow money rather than go down the 
austerity route for Budget 2021. 

The new Public Service Pay 
Talks are taking place and the 
indications to date are that there 
will be no pay increases in 2021 
with the possibility of a small 
increase in 2022.  



STATE PENSION – 
ARE YOU 66 IN 2021? 

A key pension proposal contained in the Programme for Government includes the 
commitment that the pension age remains at 66, with the planned increase to age 
67 deferred pending a report by a Commission on Pensions. This is particularly 
relevant for GSRMA members who will turn 66 during the course of 2021, writes 
Kevin Kelly, Social Welfare Advisor. 

In December 2009, the then Minister for Social 
Protection published a Green Paper on pensions – 

The National Pensions Framework – in which a new 
methodology for calculating pensions was proposed.  
 This was referred to as a Total Contributions 
Approach which proposed that the rate payable would 
be proportional to the number of paid and credited 
contributions a person had over the span of their working 
life, subject to the requirement that one had to have a 
minimum of 520 reckonable PAID contributions.   
 Under this proposal 30 years of contributions/credits 
would qualify a person for a full State Pension increasing 
by 1/30th for each year in excess of 10 (i.e. 10 years 
of contributions would qualify one for one third of the 
maximum rate pertaining at the time of award of pension; 
someone with 12 years contributions would get 12/30th 
of full rate; someone with 15 years contributions would 
get half-rate, etc). 

NATIONAL PENSIONS FRAMEWORK 
The framework document also proposed that pension 
age would increase to age 67 with effect from 1 January 
2021 and further increase to age 68 with effect from 1 
January 2028. Further changes to the methodology were 
proposed in a follow-up document entitled ‘A Roadmap 
for Pensions Reform 2018-2022’ published on 28 
February 2018.  
 This document proposed that the methodology to be 
used would be based on a 40-year model. This means 
that a full pension would be paid on the basis of 40 years 
of contributions; a minimum pension will be payable 
where the person has 10 years contributions (e.g. 25% of 
the applicable maximum). Increases of 1/40th of full rate 
would be payable for each additional year’s contributions/
credits.   
 Then, in the run-up to the General Election in February 
2020, the increase in pension age became an issue 
(no party made mention of the proposed change in 

methodology); Sinn Féin proposed retaining the pension 
age at 66, Leo Varadkar, in an interview, said that Fine 
Gael was sticking with the proposed change while Michal 
Martin’s position was to appoint a Pensions Review 
Commission.  

KEY PENSION PROPOSALS  
On 15 June, Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and the Green Party 
published their Programme for Government entitled ‘Our 
Shared Future’ in which one of the key pension proposals 
included the commitment that the pension age would 
remain at 66.  
 The planned increase to age 67 was deferred pending 
a report on the issue by a Commission on Pensions, which 
would be established to examine “various issues relating 
to the sustainability and eligibility for State Pension”.   
 The Commission is scheduled to report its 

In December 2009, the Minister for Social Protection Mary 
Hanafin TD, published The National Pensions Framework 
in which a new methodology for calculating pensions was 
proposed.  
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recommendations in June 2021 
and the Government is committed 
to acting on this report within six 
months, so it’s reasonable to assume 
there will be no changes during 2021. 
 This effectively means that 
individuals who reach the age of 66 
during the course of 2021 will qualify 
a year earlier and will also mean that 
in many instances, they will qualify 
for substantially higher amounts 
than projected – as outlined in this 
following example.  
 Example: Someone born in 1955 
will reach pension age in 2021 (age 
66) and let’s say paid first Ordinary/
Class A stamp at age 18 (1973) 

and has say 200 stamps before 
joining An Garda Síochána, and has 
another 435-post retirement plus 
giving 635 paid contributions and 
say 150 credits; total reckonable 
contributions/credits for pension will 
be 785.   
 Using the proposed NEW 
methodology, the calculation would 
have been (785/2080) x 100 = 
37.74%. Amount payable would be 
37.74% of current weekly maximum 
of €248.30 which is €93.70 per 
week. 
 However, as there will be no 
changes for the next 12 months, the 
calculation methodology currently in 
use (i.e. the averaging system) will 
be as follows – 785 divided by 48 
(i.e. count the years from paying first 

stamp in this example 1973 to end 
December 2020) gives an average 
of €16.35 (rounded to 16) which 
confers an entitlement to a personal 
rate of €161.80 instead of €93.70 
per week.  
 So, to sum up, if you turn 66 
during the course of 2021, apply for 
pension three months in advance of 
your 66th birthday; several members 
who have received projections (based 
on the expectation that the planned 
changes would proceed) will receive 
higher amounts than that projected – 
some good news for those members 
who qualify. 

 

Individuals who reach the age of 66 
during the course of 2021 means that 
in many instances, they will qualify 
for substantially higher amounts than 
projected. 

One of the key pension proposals included in the Programme for Government 
in June included a commitment that the pension age would remain at 66.  
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Kevin Kelly is Social Welfare 
Advisor to the GSRMA and is 
available for consultation with 
members of the Association as 
part of their Benefits Package. 
Kevin lives in Co. Donegal. 

If you turn 66 during the course of 2021, apply for pension three months in 
advance of your 66th birthday. 
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GSRMA PROJECT TO 
CELEBRATE HISTORY OF 

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
With centenary commemorations to mark the founding of An Garda Síochána taking place 
in 2022, the GSRMA’s Central Committee embarked on an exciting project earlier this 
year in advance of the 100th Anniversary since the force was founded, to celebrate and 
commemorate this momentous event, writes Rita Delaney, Central Committee & Dublin 
West Branch. 

In 2022 the GSRMA hopes to be in 
a position to present to you, the 

membership of the Association ‘An 
Oral History and a Written Record of 
An Garda Síochána: 1922-2022’.   
 There are a number of strands to 
this project and we are commencing 
with the Oral History strand. Oral 
History is the systematic collection of 
living people’s testimony by way of 
our retired members and their families 
recollecting their own experiences.  
 If we do not collect and preserve 
those memories, one day they will 
be lost for good. We, as former 
members, deserve to have our 
story told and recorded for future 
generations. 

Capturing our Oral History will: 
• Celebrate and commemorate the 

founding of An Garda Síochána in 
1922. 

• Celebrate the contribution of An 
Garda Síochána and their families 
since 1922, which has never been 
adequately recognised by the 
State. 

• Record the ‘lived’ experiences of 
you, the retired Gardaí during your 
service in the force.  

• Create a record of our history for 
future generations and contribute 
to a valuable investment for 
posterity. 

We will depend on you as GSRMA 
members to participate and 
contribute in any way you can. We 
will also be depending on Branch 
Secretaries, in collaboration with 
Central Committee Members, to 
collect, gather and record the material 
to make this endeavour a success. 
 A robust legal and ethical 
framework is being created and will 
be supervised by an expert in this 
field. There is no obligation on any 
retired member to participate in this 
endeavour, but we do hope you will 
give serious thought to contributing 
your story. Our story deserves to be 
told by the members of the GSRMA 
who hold the living history of An 
Garda Síochána. 
Ar scáth a chéile a mhaireann na 
daoine.    

Garda Headquarters in the Phoenix 
Park. (Photo courtesy of Garda HQ) 

Retired Sergeant Matt Shanley and 
Garda MJ Murphy, Greystones, Co. 
Wicklow. (Photo supplied by GSRMA 
Member) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Rita Delaney is a native of County 
Laois and a member of the Dublin West 
Branch and is also a Central Committee 
member. Rita joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1984. She served in Kevin St, Garda 
College, Border, IRCIVPOL in Cyprus, 
Kilmainham, GBFI, Crumlin and Garda 
Headquarters’ Change Management 
Section. Having retired in 2014, Rita is 
a keen historian and currently chairs the 
GSRMA Centenary Commemoration 
2022 Group and represents the GSRMA 
at the Centenary Committee in Garda 
Headquarters. She is also an Irish 
language enthusiast. 

CENTENARY COMMEMORATION 
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BEST WISHES  
from all at 

WATER TECHNOLOGY LTD

Leading Chemical Formulators and  
Technical Solution suppliers to a wide range of 

industries, with particular focus on the  
Food & Drinks sectors

As an Indigenous Irish Company, we are proud to 
have played our part as suppliers of  

Hand & Surface Sanitising Chemicals to  
An Garda Síochána, under the very challenging 

circumstances of the Covid 19 crisis.

Togher Industrial Estate, Cork, Ireland, T12KPF2 

T. +353 21 4965600   |   www.wtlireland.com
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The Black and Tans were recruited 
by the authorities in the UK at 

a wage of ten shillings per day in 
March/April 1920. They were former 
soldiers who had been disbanded 
after the Great War and, contrary 
to popular Irish belief, they were 
not convicted criminals. After a 
few weeks in training, they were 
allocated to RIC barracks throughout 
the country from April 1920 
onwards.  
 Big numbers were sent to 
the bigger centres in the more 
troublesome areas where RIC 
strengths were badly depleted. In the 
quieter areas they were dispatched in 
twos and threes to smaller barracks. 
The majority of them were allocated 
to the south and west of Ireland 
where the IRA was most active.  
 There were no standard uniforms 
available for them and when they 
first made their appearance on the 
streets, they wore a mixture of khaki 
pants and RIC tunics or khaki tunics 
and uniform pants. They all wore RIC 
caps.  
 In any case the RIC standard 
uniforms would not have fitted most 
of them due to their small stature. 
They soon earned the nickname of 

the ‘Black and Tans’ a name which 
would live on forever in Irish history 
and folklore. 

MIXED REACTION BY THE RIC 
The reaction of the regular RIC 
members to the arrival of the 
new recruits was mixed. They 
were welcomed with open arms 
at barracks, which had depleted 
strengths and which were likely to 
be attacked by the IRA. The RIC 
members at these barracks felt 
very vulnerable and would have 
welcomed assistance from any 
source.  
 The experience of the Black and 
Tans in the use of firearms was seen 
as an asset as the established RIC 
did not have recourse to the use 
of arms from 1900 onwards. Due 
to their backgrounds and the fact 
that they did not have proper police 
training they were viewed with some 
suspicion by the established force 
as the latter had a huge pride in the 
standard of policing provided by 
them.  
 They looked at the ‘Black and 
Tans’ as lower grade or inferior 
policemen. It soon became apparent 
that they did not have the ‘vocation’ 

of policemen; the newcomers were 
basically trained soldiers and their 
reaction to threats on their lives 
was to ‘shoot all around them’. The 
culture of the established RIC was 
totally different. 
 The Black and Tan recruits found 
it difficult to conform to the rigid 
discipline of the RIC, and to be up 
for the 9am parade. They were late 
returning to their barracks at night 
and they were frequently intoxicated 
– creating friction with colleagues 
and supervisors.  
 None of the new recruits were 
employed as supervisors and when on 
duty they were always accompanied 

RIC CASUALTIES MOUNT 
AS BLACK AND TANS 

ARE RECRUITED 
While they were welcomed with open arms at RIC 
barracks around the country, the reaction of regular 
RIC members to the arrival of the new Black and 
Tan recruits was mixed. Having depleted strengths 
with IRA attacks very likely, RIC members felt very 
vulnerable and would have welcomed assistance 
from any source, according to Donal J. O’Sullivan, 
Tralee Branch. 

The established RIC men became 
commonly referred to as the ‘Old RIC’ 
to single them out from the Black and 
Tan element.  
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by a senior constable, and when in 
groups they were accompanied by a 
sergeant. The biggest problem they 
posed was excessive drinking when 
they fought between themselves and 
with civilians, and refused to pay for 
drink.  
 In a very short time, the 
established RIC men became 
commonly referred to as ‘the Old 
RIC’ to single them out from the 
Black and Tan element. The majority 
of the RIC appreciated this distinction 
and welcomed it.  

STRAINED RELATIONSHIPS 
As time went by, the relationships 
within many barracks between the 
‘Old RIC’ personnel and the Black 
and Tans were constantly strained 
and it was only the constant threat 
of attack from the IRA which held 
the members from the different 
backgrounds together up to the time 
of their disbandment.  
 In 1920, the IRA embarked 
upon a very intensive campaign to 
encourage RIC men to resign from 
the Force. The pressure was exerted 
mostly through the families, parents 
and relatives. Some members did 
resign as a result, but they were left 
to regret it later as they were left 
without a pension or remuneration 
by Sinn Fein and the IRA. 
 In April 1920 a bank robbery 
took place at Millstreet, Co Cork 
and £18,000 was stolen. In a 
huge display of strength by the 
IRA, they congregated in the town 
and ‘arrested’ those involved and 
recovered the stolen money. The 
incident was a major publicity coup 
for the IRA 
 When cycling to Petty Sessions at 
Newport, Co Tipperary on 9 April, 
Constables William Finn and Daniel 
McCarthy were shot dead and a 
Constable Dunne escaped injury. On 
April 16, Constable Patrick Foley was 
kidnapped by the IRA at Annascaul, 
Co Kerry, while he was home on 
leave. He had been shot a number of 
times with a shotgun and his hands 
had been tied behind his back. He 
had been a member of the Munster 

Fusiliers and had been a prisoner of 
war in Germany for four years.  
 On 25 April 25, Sergeant 
Cornelius Crean and Constable 
Patrick McGoldrick who were on 
cycle patrol were both shot dead 
when ambushed by an IRA party at 
Upton, near Innishannon, Co Cork. 
Sgt Crean was a brother of the 
Antarctic explorer Tom Crean from 
Annascaul, Co Kerry.  
 On 28 April, the RIC Barracks 
at Ballylanders, Co. Limerick, was 
attacked by the IRA and after a 
spirited defence by the Constabulary, 
it was captured and burned down. 
The firearms and ammunition were 
taken and three constables were 
wounded in the attack. 
 In May 1920, income tax offices 
became a target for the IRA in 
addition to RIC barracks and 
hundreds of unmanned offices were 
raided and burnt down. On 8 May, 
Cloyne RIC Barracks, in Co. Cork, 
was attacked and captured by the 
IRA and there were no casualties.  
 On 11 May, the isolated barracks 
at Hollyford, Co. Tipperary, came 
under attack by the IRA from 
midnight to 7am, after which the IRA 
had to withdraw following a stout 
defence by a small station party. 

VERDICT OF WILLFUL MURDER 
In an ambush by the IRA near 
Timoleague, Co Cork on 10 May 
1920, Sergeant John Flynn (aged 45) 
married, Constable William Brick, 
(aged 32), single and Constable 
Edward Dunne, (aged 33), single, 
were shot dead with rifles and 
shotguns a few miles from their 
barracks. The 11 IRA men were 
drawn from local companies under 
the command of O.C. Charlie Hurley. 
Terrible injuries were inflicted on the 
policemen.  
 Fr Timothy O’Hea, P.P., 
Timoleague, speaking from the Altar 
at Mass, condemned the murders, 
saying that it was “the work of 
merciless, cruel, callous assassins”. 
He said that the policemen were 
doing their work, protecting the lives 
and property of the people and that 

their murders were as cold blooded 
and callous an act as was ever 
committed in a civilised community. 
A few days later local IRA men called 
to Fr O’Hea and warned him about 
his condemnation of the IRA 
 Most Revd. Dr Kelly, Bishop of 
Ross, addressing his congregation 
said: “This attack on three innocent 
policemen made my blood creep, it 
was callous, wicked murder, it was 
slaughter”. At an inquest held on 
the following day, the jury recorded a 
verdict of willful murder by unknown 
perpetrators. The verdict did not 
please the IRA and they later – 
through intimidation - compelled the 
jury members to change that verdict,  

KILMALLOCK RIC UNDER ATTACK 
One of the most publicised events 
of the War of Independence took 
place on 28 May when the IRA 
launched a huge attack on Kilmallock 
RIC Barracks in Co. Limerick. IRA 
members were drafted in from Clare, 
Tipperary, Kerry and North Cork. 
The same barracks had been the 
subject of a determined attack by the 
Fenians in 1867 but the Fenians were 
beaten off and suffered casualties. It 
may have been for historic reasons 
that the attack of 28 May took place.  
 The attacking force numbered 
63 while the station party numbered 

Constable Jeremiah Mee was 
appointed as the RIC spokesperson, 
during the ‘Listowel RIC Mutiny’. 



two Sergeants and 22 constables 
under the leadership of Sergeant 
Tobias O’Sullivan. The attack started 
at midnight and went on until 
daybreak. The IRA had taken up 
vantage points in a nearby hotel. 
 Paraffin was poured through 
holes made in the roof and set 
alight. Grenades were thrown into 
the building along with incessant 
rifle fire. When the building was 
seriously on fire the RIC party 
retreated to an outbuilding and 
maintained their defence from there.   
 Sgt Thomas Kane and Constable 
Joseph Morton were killed during 
the attack when the burning roof 
fell in on them and Constable Arthur 
Hoey was seriously injured by bullets.  
[Ironically, Constable Morton’s father 
who was also a member of the RIC 
was killed during disturbances in 
Belfast during 1872].  
 A member of the attacking IRA 
from Kerry was killed. Sergeant 
O’Sullivan was awarded the 
Constabulary Medal for bravery 
and he was promoted to District 
Inspector. He was serving as a District 
Inspector in Listowel, Co Kerry, on 
January 19 1921 when he was shot 
dead by an IRA party as he walked 
along the street close to the barracks 
holding his young son by the hand.  

MORE TROOPS DRAFTED IN 
The events of May caused a lot of 
concern among the ordinary people. 
The ‘Irish Times’ of 1 May 1920 
stated “The King’s Government has 
virtually ceased to exist south of the 
Boyne and west of the Shannon”. 
A conference of Ministers on May 
11 in London related to the Irish 
situation and General Macready 
outlined the problems being 
encountered by the RIC. 
 It was decided to send another 
eight troop battalions to Ireland to 
augment the 30,000 troops already 
in the country. It was also agreed 
to increase the number of military 
vehicles from 190 to 320. The 
arrangement resulted in there being 
more troops available in Ireland than 
in the UK itself. 

 On 12 June 1920 Constable 
Thomas King, a native of Co. Galway 
was shot dead near Bantry, Co Cork. 
On 15 June, District Inspector Percival 
Lea Wilson was shot dead in Gorey, 
Co. Wexford. His widow, a medical 
doctor and daughter of a prominent 
Charleville solicitor, some years ago 
donated a painting to the Jesuit 
Order which she had purchased in 
Scotland after her husband’s death 
and which was identified in the 
1990s as a Caravaggio masterpiece 
and is now in the National Gallery of 
Ireland.  
 Michael Collins is believed to have 
personally directed the murder of 
D.I. Wilson in retaliation for alleged 
insulting remarks made by the late 
D.I. towards prisoners following the 
arrest of the 1916 leaders. 
 The RIC Barracks at Drangan, Co 
Tipperary came under attack from 
the IRA during the hours of darkness, 
the building was set on fire and all 
arms and ammunition were seized. 
There were no serious casualties. 
A few nights later the barracks at 
Cappawhite in the same county was 
attacked by the IRA but the station 
party fought off the IRA. There were 
several attacks on barracks in the 
Munster area during May and June. 
 On 26 June, Brigadier General 
Lucas, who was the officer in charge 
of the British troops at Fermoy was 
kidnapped while fishing on the River 
Blackwater by an IRA unit under 
General Liam Lynch. He was detained 
in Co. Clare but escaped after a 
month and turned up at Pallasgreen 
Barracks in Co Limerick. 

LISTOWEL RIC MUTINY 
The ‘Listowel RIC Mutiny’ was one 

of the events which generated most 
publicity in June 1920. Col. Gerald 
Bryce Smyth, a newly-appointed 
Divisional Commissioner for Munster, 
issued an instruction that the District 
HQ Barracks at Listowel was to be 
taken over by the military and that 
RIC members there were to be 
allocated to outlying barracks.   
 The RIC men at Listowel met and 
decided to oppose the move and 
appointed Constable Jeremiah Mee 
as their spokesperson. He notified 
the District Inspector and County 
Inspector of the opposition by the 
members. After local negotiations 
had failed Col. Smyth and General 
Tudor visited the barracks on 19 June.  
 Col. Smyth addressed the 
assembled party on his plans 
and went on to say that he was 
answerable only to the British Prime 
Minister, Martial Law would be 
coming into force,  he was getting 
7,000 troops from the UK, hunger 
strikers would be allowed to die in 
jail; military would patrol at night 
with RIC men; the more Sinn Feiners 
who were shot, the more he would 
like it; no RIC men would get into 
trouble for shooting anybody, and 
that if their barracks were burned 
down, the RIC was to commandeer 
the best house in the locality as a 
barracks. 
 All the members told him 
that Constable Mee was their 
spokesperson and when asked to 
speak he said to the Colonel: “I take 
it you are an Englishman; you seem 
to forget that you are speaking to 
Irishmen” and Col. Smyth replied 
that he too was an Irish man from 
Banbridge in Co Down. Constable 
Mee placed his uniform cap on the 
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table and said to the Colonel, “This 
is English and you may have it as a 
present from me” and he then put his 
belt and bayonet on the table.  
 Col Smyth ordered the arrest of 
Constable Mee and he was removed 
from the dayroom. General Tudor 
then addressed the members but 
failed to make any impression. Time 
dragged on but the 
barracks was not taken 
over by the military. 
On 7 July, Constable 
Mee accompanied 
by Constables Patrick 
Sheeran, John 
O’Donovan, Michael 
Fitzgerald and Thomas 
Hughes, left the barracks 
and took the train to 
Limerick.  

GOING SEPARATE WAYS 
They all went their 
separate ways. Thomas 
Hughes attended Galway 
University and then joined 
the priesthood and went 
on to become a Catholic 
Bishop in Nigeria. The 
whole affair got much 
publicity in Ireland and 
elsewhere and it later 
became the subject of 
a book by Fr. J Anthony 
Gaughan titled ‘The 
Memoirs of Constable 
Mee’. 
 Col. Smyth had been 
appointed as Divisional 
Commissioner in Munster 
on 3 June 1920. He had 
joined the British Army 
in 1905 and was highly 
decorated for bravery and 
he had lost an arm in the 
Great War. He lodged at 
the Cork County Club at 
the Mall in Cork City.   
 On 17 July 1920 
while drinking in the 
club lounge, an armed 
IRA unit entered and 
shot him dead. He was 
accompanied at the time 

by County Inspector George F. Craig 
of the East Cork Riding RIC and he 
was injured in the shooting which 
had taken place.  
 Ambushes on individual 
policemen and attacks on barracks 
had continued during April, May and 
June resulting in the deaths of one 
District Inspector, 15 sergeants and 

17 constables during the period.  
 None of those killed were ‘Black 
and Tans’. The official title for the 
Black and Tans was ‘The Royal Irish 
Constabulary Special Reserve’. As 
time went on, they were issued 
with full RIC uniforms and only their 
English accents identified them as 
not being members of the ‘Old RIC’. 
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The old station in Blackrock was one of the last two 
surviving stations with the old ‘Police Station’ red lamp 

on the pillar as you enter the station’s front yard from Jack 
O’Rourke’s pub – sorry Main Street. We’ll say no more about 
that!  
 Passing the red lamp and in the front yard before the 
granite steps, you would first encounter the nerve centre of 
policing in Blackrock, and located in a portacabin, you would 
find Jim Kane (RIP) and Dinny Motherway vetting all callers 
from the comfort of the Collator’s Office. 
 Led by my good friend and mentor, the Lusmagh native 
Tony Egan, we celebrated the closure of the old station 
before the official opening of the new station in the early 
days of December 1995. Fred Healy and the members from 
Unit A were the first unit to take up duty in the new station 
and the crew from Unit B led by Tony O’Mahony sadly closed 
the old station consigning it and its memories to history. 
 The new station is still called the ‘New Station’ by those 
with long memories of the ‘Rock’ and its environs whilst 15a 
is now home to a consultancy company having been with the 
Fisheries Board for a few years. 
 If the walls could speak, they would recount the many 
good times and memories of working there with the voices 
of Lanno, Bernie Mitchell, Sean McBradaigh, Seamus Kane, 
Peter Fitzgerald, Kevin Dolan and Peter Logue reverberating 
throughout the building. 

 

CHANGING OF THE 
GUARD IN BLACKROCK

Hard to believe that it is 25 years since the move was completed from the old station in Blackrock 
Village at 15a Main Street to the new purpose-built station on the Blackrock By-Pass, Mick Lernihan, 
GSRMA General Secretary and Bray Branch member, notes that 15a Main Street holds many 
memories for the members who served there – mainly good ones! 

BLACKROCK GARDA STATION  
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Mick Cleary (left) and Tony Egan (right), both Dun 
Laoghaire Branch Members, make a presentation at the 
official opening of the new Blackrock Station in December 
1995. 

Receiving the keys to the new station SHO Fred Healy 
(far left) pictured with (l:r) George Grogan, Noel Heaslip, 
Carmel Roberts, Tim Ryan, Mick Lernihan and Peter Duffy. 

Pictured is a selection of members at the closing ceremony 
including The Duff and Jim Kane.
Photos supplied courtesy of Carmel Roberts and Jim Foley, 
Dun Laoghaire and Bray Branches respectively.  
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REMEMBERING THE 1920 
MONEYGOLD AMBUSH  

The N15 Sligo to Donegal road 
passes through the villages of 

Grange and Cliffoney as one heads 
north from Sligo Town. It is now part 
of the Wild Atlantic Way and has 
some of the most stunning views to be 
seen on this modern tourist trail.  Just 
north of Grange is the townland of 
Moneygold.   
 Druim a Crusha was the scene of 
an IRA ambush on 25 October 1920. 
There are no memorials or monuments 
to mark the place where this ambush 
took place. 
 At other ambush locations, most 
notably Kilmichael and Crossbarry 
in Cork, monuments have been 
erected to mark the locations. Not at 
Moneygold.  
 It is as if Moneygold has been 
wiped from the consciousness of 
the local population.  At Crossbarry 
and Kilmichael, the victims were the 
hated Auxiliaries and British Army. At 
Moneygold, the victims were all Irish, 
all Catholic. 
 The Moneygold Ambush is 
probably indicative of the complex 
situation that existed in Ireland during 
the War of Independence.  
 The morning of Monday 25 
October 1920 was a bright, sunny, 
autumn day.  In Cliffoney RIC Barracks, 
Sergeant Patrick Perry, a native of 
Ballivor in Co. Meath was preparing 
to head out on a cycle patrol towards 
Grange and Maugherow.  

 Some reports suggest the patrol 
was heading to investigate a case 
of malicious damage to a cart of a 
pro-British farmer in the Maugherow 
area. Sgt Perry would be accompanied 
by eight Constables. Shortly after 
10.30am that morning, the policemen 
headed off towards Grange.  Four of 
the party would never return. 
 Up ahead on the road, a group of 
about 30 men drawn from local IRA 
companies of Grange, Cliffoney, and 
Maugherow were waiting for the RIC 
patrol. The men had worked through 
the night, in the full glow of a bright 
Harvest Moon, digging trenches to set 
up the site.  

IRA GET READY FOR AMBUSH 
They now lay in wait ready for the 
ambush. The ambush party was under 
the Command of Brigade O/C William 
‘Billy’ Pilkington, 1 Sligo Brigade North 
– 3rd Western Division. His second 
in command was Brigadier Seamus 
Devins from Grange. Also, in the 
ambush party was Eugene Gilbride 
of Grange and Andrew Conway from 
Cliffoney as well as other members 
from Grange and Cliffoney Companies 
 Shortly after 11am, the RIC patrol 
rode straight into the ambush site. 
Some reports suggest that the patrol 
was challenged to stop, but the 
policemen jumped from their bicycles 
and grabbed their weapons and the 
firing commenced. The engagement 

lasted for about 15 minutes. The RIC 
returned fire but was subdued by the 
overwhelming numbers and fire power 
of the rebels.  
 Eventually the RIC members who 
were still alive had no choice but to 
surrender. When the acrid smelling 
smoke from the gunfire had cleared, 
bodies of RIC men lay scattered on the 
road. Three were dead, three injured 
and the remaining three surrendered. 
A fourth policeman would die from his 
wounds sometime later.  
 The IRA men gathered up the 
weapons, ammunition and some 
bicycles belonging to the patrol and 
quickly left the scene. Linda Kearns, 
a nurse, was on standby with the 
ambush party if any of them got 
injured - none did. She immediately 
treated the injured policemen before 
Doctor Martin from Grange arrived at 
the scene along with the local priest Fr 
Crehan. 
 The site was one of total carnage. 
The three dead policemen had 
suffered catastrophic head injuries. 
Soon the Black & Tans and the RIC 
from Sligo arrived and secured the 
area. The dead and injured were 
removed to Sligo Infirmary. Local 
people prepared for a reprisal attack 
from the Black and Tans but nothing 
happened that night. However, it was 
but a brief respite. 

FATAL AMBUSH OF FOUR POLICEMEN  
The four policemen who died as a 
result of the ambush were: 

• Sgt Patrick Perry [No. 56270] 
aged 51 years: 

He was a native of Ballivor, Co. Meath. 
Religion listed as R.C. Height 5ft 9ins. 
Joined 16 January 1894 aged 25 years. 
Allocated to Sligo on 5 September 
1894. Appointed A/Sergeant in 1907 
and promoted Sergeant in 1909. He 
left a wife and 10 children.  

One hundred years ago, a little hill named Druim a 
Crusha was the scene of an IRA ambush, yet there 
are no memorials or monuments to mark the place 
where the Moneygold Ambush took place on 25 
October 1920, writes Michael O’Connor, Sligo/
Leitrim Branch. 
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       Sgt Perry also served in 
Ballintogher and Bunninadden 
before his transfer to Cliffoney 
in 1913. He was Sergeant 
there in 1915 during what 
was known as ‘The Cloonerco 
Bog Dispute’. He died at the 
scene of the ambush and is 
buried with his wife’s family in 
Killaraght Cemetery, near Boyle 
in Co Roscommon.  

• Constable Patrick Laffey [No. 60083] aged 41 
years: 

He was a native of Galway. Religion listed as R.C. 5ft 
10ins. Appointed 18 March 1901, aged 21 years. He was 
allocated to Limerick on the 24 September 1901, Galway 
E.R. 31 August 1907, Limerick on 5 November 1907 and 
Sligo on the 1 October 1910.  He left a wife and 5 children. 
He died at the scene of the ambush.  

• Constable Patrick Lynch [No. 63750] aged 33 
years: 

He was a native of Cavan. Religion listed as R.C. 5ft 9ins. 
Appointed 23 April 1908 aged 21 years. Allocated to 
Galway 13 October 1908 and to Sligo on 5 July 1916. He 
was mortally wounded during the ambush and was moved 
to Sligo Infirmary where he succumbed to his wounds on 
27 October 1920, leaving a wife and two children. He is 
buried in Moybologue Old Graveyard, Bailieborough, Co. 
Cavan              
                                                                          

• Constable Patrick Keown [No. 69697] aged 25 
years: 

He was a native of Fermanagh. Religion listed as R.C. 5ft 
8¾ ins. Along with his brothers William and Edward, they 
joined on 1 May 1919 but were discharged on 3 May 1919 

by the Force Surgeon. The three brothers had served with 
the Irish Guards in France during WW1 and it is likely that 
they were carrying injuries from their war service.  
 On 3 June 1920 Patrick was re-appointed and allocated 
to Sligo on 17 July 1920, a mere three months before the 
ambush. He was unmarried and died at the scene of the 
ambush. He is buried in Bannagh Churchyard, Kesh, Co. 
Fermanagh.  

BLACK AND TAN REPRISALS EXPECTED 
Constables Clarke and O’Rourke were injured in the attack 
and were moved to Sligo Infirmary and later to hospital 
in Dublin. Constables Spratt, McCormack and Joyce were 
overpowered and surrendered 
 The ambush was set up by Billy Pilkington and 
Seamus Devins. An ambush a few weeks previously 
was unsuccessful as no patrol arrived. Pilkington was 
determined to lay another ambush and both Devins and 
himself scouted the area and decided on the eventual site 
at Druim a Crusha hill.  
 A meeting was held and plans were laid. Thirty-eight 
men, all from local companies, were chosen to take part 
in the ambush. Some of those were used as look-outs in 
various locations around the ambush site.  
 The IRA had set up a number of defensive positions 
after the ambush expecting Black and Tan reprisals. 
Nothing happened that night or the following night. On 
27 October 1920, Auxiliaries who were stationed at the 
home of The McDermott in Coolavin, South Sligo, arrived 
in North Sligo and proceeded to search for the ambushers.  

FEAR WAS THE ORDER OF THE DAY 
Over the following few days, they burned the houses of 
the chief suspects and arrested a number of local rebels. 
They burned the local hall in Cliffoney and painted a 
message on it which stated “The vacated home of the 
murder gang”.  
 They also burned Ballintrillick Creamery, while oher 
properties were burned throughout the Grange and 
Cliffoney area, including the home of Seamus Devins. 
The attacks carried on for a number of days. Shops were 
ransacked and the contents of a tailor shop in Cliffoney 
was taken out and burned. Fear was the order of the day 
for the local community. 
 The Moneygold Ambush had further consequences 
down the line. With the heightened activity around the 
North Sligo area the Brigade O/C was organising another 
attack in the South Sligo area in order to divert attention 
away from Cliffoney and Grange. The weapons taken from 
the RIC patrol at Moneygold were required in order to carry 
out the South Sligo attack.  
 Linda Kearns was chosen to transport the arms. She 
collected the arms from locations near Sligo. At one house 
three men were waiting for a car to take them on another 
mission. Their car failed to arrive and Linda decided to take 
them with her. Just outside Sligo they ran into a roadblock 
of Auxiliaries and RIC. The four occupants were arrested 
and brought to Sligo Barracks. 

Constable Patrick Keown and his grave and headstone. 
(Photos courtesy of Conor Keown, Grandnephew of 
Constable Patrick Keown) 



 Along with Linda Kearns there was Seamus Devins, 
Andrew Conway and Eugene Gilbride, all participants of 
the Moneygold Ambush. There was no evidence that the 
three had participated in the ambush as none of the RIC 
could identify them as having taken part.  
 But that didn’t stop them from being seriously 
assaulted. They were all subsequently court martialled and 
sent to jail. Had anybody been able to identify them, they 
most certainly would have been shot. 
 On 19 April 1921 two RIC men – Constables Thomas 
Kelly and James Hetherington – who were unarmed and 
travelling in civilian clothes, were taken from a train at 
Ballisodare, Co. Sligo by between eight and ten IRA men 
and shot dead. The IRA men were under the command of 
Liam Pilkington and intelligence indicated that Constable 
Kelly had pointed out houses to be burned down after the 
Moneygold Ambush.  

LEAVING OLD LIVES BEHIND 
Seamus Devins went on to become a TD for Sligo/Mayo 
East following his election to the 2nd Dáil in 1921. He was 
re-elected as an Anti-Treaty TD in the 1922 Election for the 
3rd Dáil. In September 1922, he was one of a group of six 
Anti-Treaty soldiers who were killed by Free State troops 
under contentious circumstances on Benbulben Mountain. 
They are known today as ‘Sligo’s Noble Six’. 
 William ‘Billy’ Pilkington joined the Anti-Treaty side in 
the Civil War. He was one of the Executive of Anti-Treaty 
IRA that met at Poulacappal, Co. Tipperary on 20 April 
1923. This meeting was decided by nine votes to tw to end 
hostilities with the Pro-Treaty Government.  
 After the end of the Civil War, Pilkington stood for 
election for the 4th Dáil as a Republican candidate. He was 
unsuccessful, having polled only 2,089 votes. It is said he 
became disillusioned after the War of Independence and 
the Civil War and all the killing in which he was involved.  
 He joined the Redemptorist Order and in 1931 went to 
South Africa where he ministered in the Diocese of Cape 
Town and also ministered in Monmouthshire in Wales. He 
retired to Redemptorist House at Bishop Eton in Liverpool 
where he died in 1977. 
*I am indebted to Conor Keown for the information and 

photographs on Constable Patrick Keown. And also to Trish 
Loughman for the service records of the four policemen 
who were killed in the ambush and Carmel O’Callaghan for 
the information on Constable Patrick Lynch. Both Trish and 
Carmel are members of the Facebook Group ‘Royal Irish 
Constabulary 1816-1922 – A Forgotten Irish Police Force’. 
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Pictured (l-r): Brigade O/C William ‘Billy’ Pilkington, Brigadier Seamus Devins, Captains Eugene Gilbride and Andrew 
Conway, and Nurse Linda Kearns. 

The charred remains of Cliffoney Hall after it was burned 
down by the Auxiliaries the week after the ambush. 
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While checking on an address 
in Galway recently, I had 

occasion to come across a piece 
written by a priest friend of mine 
who is a close observer of both 
social and religious trends in Ireland. 
He provides a piece each week for a 
Church newsletter entitled ‘As I was 
saying’. 
 Given the delicate balance that 
members of An Garda Síochána 
have to strike in policing the 
restrictions governing Covid-19, I 
feel it appropriate that I share the 
contents with you in ‘Síocháin’ – as 
it examines instances of mindless 
behaviour among third level students 
in Galway coupled with a measured 
effort to try and understand the 
background and context of this 
behaviour by the college authorities. 
These authorities made a call to turn 
a blind eye, rightly or wrongly, to 
the appalling behaviour which, in 
hindsight, may have caused then to 
take action.   
 The piece goes on to describe 
how students contribute and 
participate in trials to find a cure 
for Covid-19 and how the great 
Surgeon Joseph Lister, who 
discovered the benefits of antiseptic 
surgery, did so from a faith-filled 
standpoint and not for worldly gain 
or notoriety. 

 It’s an interesting piece and 
worth reflecting upon as it contains 
important messages for our 
understanding of how we should try 
to both understand and contribute 
by our behaviour and attitude to 
what we now know to be Covid-19. 

‘FIRST TASTE OF FREEDOM’ 
Traditionally, Freshers’ Week was 
regarded as a ‘Wild Week’ in the 
universities, where a new cohort of 
undergraduates were initiated into 
university life. Rather wisely, the 
college authorities turned a blind 
eye. This alcoholic extravaganza was 
a ‘rite of passage’, and a so-called 

‘first taste of freedom’. Nothing to 
worry about here; as soon as the 
money runs out, and the hangovers 
subside, normality will return. 
 However, there is nothing normal 
about this year! The world has 
changed! The very week in which 
the worldwide body count passed 
the one million mark, students 
celebrated Freshers’ Week with 
chants of “There’s no Covid in 
Galway!” 
 The airwaves went into meltdown! 
The authorities were furious, as were 
the Galwegians – many of whom 
had abandoned the cherished habits 
of a lifetime to ensure the safety of 
their loved ones. They saw this errant 
behaviour as a rejection of their 
sacrifice, but then again, we should 
remind ourselves that the offending 
ones are a tiny minority. 
 However, there is more to 
university life than irresponsible 
behaviour. According to The 
Guardian newspaper, a UK study, 
led by Edinburgh University will 
sequence the genomes of 20,000 
people who were severely ill with 
Covid-19 and compare them with 
15,000 others who had milder 

REFLECTIONS ON CURBING 
CURRENT PANDEMIC 

John Duffy, Dublin West Branch, says that An Garda 
Síochána has a frontline role in trying to inculcate 
the message that certain behaviour is not acceptable, 
in light of recent incidents of reckless partying by 
students on the streets of Galway and Cork. He 
notes that the role of the Force in trying to ensure 
best practice during the pandemic will certainly be 
appreciated. 

Members of an Garda Síochána continue to enforce the law at the frontline. 
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symptoms.  
       This will help 
to understand why 
some people are 
affected more than 
others and lead to 
better treatments. 
The volunteers are 
taken from the 
student population 
of a number of UK 
universities. 

SEARCHING FOR A 
VACCINE 
The use of science 
to understand and 
treat symptoms works 
in parallel with the 

search for a vaccine and has a long history. Just over 
150 years ago, ‘The Lancet’ began to publish a series of 
papers by the surgeon Joseph Lister on his discovery of 
antiseptic surgery. As with other surgeons, Lister had high 
mortality rates following operations.  
 Then his attention was drawn to the work of Pasteur 
that suggested infection was due to living organisms. 
Lister was also struck with the effect which carbolic 
acid had on the sewage of Carlisle in easing the stench 
and leaving fields that seemed to be safe for cattle. 
Putting these two things together, he used carbolic acid 
on instruments, incisions and dressings - leading to a 
significant reduction in gangrene in wounds. 
 His passion for his patients’ welfare was rooted in his 
Christian faith.  Raised as a Quaker, Lister married Agnes, 
who worked with him in his research.  At a graduation 
address, he told newly qualified doctors, ‘If our only 
interest is money, or honour, our profession would not be 
one to be desired. If properly lived, we will be guided by 
truth and love. In pursuit of this holy calling I wish you all 
Godspeed’. 
 This medical innovator dedicated his life for the good 
of others. It is a long way from infected wounds to 
the virus of today. Scientists of many faiths are trialling 
vaccines and devising new treatments, while teaching a 
new generation.  

MINDSET OF STUDENT POPULATION 
I am confident that some of those chanting on the streets 
of Galway in late September will one day take their place 
among the scientific experimenters and explorers.  In 
the midst of fear, uncertainty and illness, we should be 
thankful to God for those using their gifts and giving of 
themselves – and pray them all Godspeed.  
 The message in the above paragraphs gives an insight 
into the mindset of the student population in the current 
pandemic as well as reflecting the values of medical 

research in the historic context. The message emerging 
clearly indicates that students have an essential role in 
assisting medical research in developing a vaccine to 
combat Covid-19. 
 An Garda Síochána have a frontline role in trying 
to inculcate the message that certain behaviour is not 
acceptable. This method of passive persuasive behaviour 
may not have total success but I doubt if radical 
enforcement powers would achieve the desired result. 
  In this context I quote the well-known lines in a 
circular to the early members of An Garda Síochána 
issued by the first Commissioner Michael Staines: “The 
Garda Síochána will succeed not by force of arms or 
numbers but on their moral authority as servants of the 
people”. 

ETHOS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT  
Unfortunately, the ethos of law enforcement as envisaged 
by that statement of Michael Staines is an ideal that 
should be aimed for, but sadly in the teeth of terrorism 
and gangland crime such an approach would have little 
success.  
 However, An Garda Síochána has historically been 
able to adapt such an ethos in its approach to many 
aspects of day-to-day policing in the many communities 
throughout Ireland.  
 I have no doubt the success of our Force in recent 
years has got the balance right and we are rightly proud 
of the esteem in which we are held by the Irish people. 
Our role in trying to ensure best practice during the 
pandemic will certainly be appreciated. 

Síocháin   71

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
John Duffy is the former Curator of the Garda 
Museum at Dublin Castle. John hails from 
Charlestown, Co. Mayo and joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1972. After initially serving in Loughrea, 
Co. Galway he moved to the Bridewell in Dublin and 
then onto Garda HQ. He retired as an Inspector in 
2002 and is an active member of the GSRMA Dublin 
West Branch. John lives in West Dublin with his wife 
of many years, Mary.

VIEWPOINT ON PANDEMIC 

College authorities finally condemned the mindless 
behaviour of third level students who partied on the 
streets in Galway and Cork in late September. 

Surgeon Joseph Lister, who 
discovered the benefits of 
antiseptic surgery, did so from a 
faith-filled standpoint and not 
for worldly gain or notoriety. 



The Games of the VIII Olympiad 
saw several new additions to 

the quadrennial sporting event 
that featured more than 3,000 
participants from 44 nations. Held in 
Paris during the summer of 1924, the 
spectacle included the first Olympic 
Village, the inaugural use of the 
motto Citius, Altius, Fortius (Faster, 
Higher, Stronger). 
 The role of sport, past, and 
present, lies deeply embedded within 
the Irish culture. Athletes from the 
Emerald Isle have not only excelled 
on the global stage but, more 
importantly, continually provide a 
sense of identity, belonging, and 
pride to every county and village from 
Donegal to Waterville.  
 Over time, these grass-stained 
heroes become legends, idolised for 
hoisting trophies while at the same 
time lifting us all — if only for a 
moment — to a better place. Larry 
Stanley was such a man. 
 Born on 19 May 1896 in 
Blacktrench, Co. Kildare, Laurence 
Stanley was the youngest son of 
farmer John Stanley and his wife, 
Jane (née Kehoe). Like most of his 
other nine siblings, the youngster 
received his primary education at the 
local national school in Newbridge.  
 He also became a dedicated 
student of Gaelic football. Endless 
practice involved kicking a ball into a 
bucket hung from atop the barn at 
home, honing his skills that served 
him well in the years to come. He 
later described his training regimen 
on the pitch: “I started by taking 
shots close in, and getting them 
over the bar; then I would move out 

slightly until I had mastered every 
distance and angle.” 
 Lining up as a centre-back for 
Blacktrench, he led the local side to 
the county junior championship in 
1916. His athleticism quickly caught 
the attention of the Kildare senior 
selectors, and later made his debut 
for the Lilywhites that same year. 
The following season Stanley joined 
Caragh GFC and helped capture two 
senior county championships in 1918 
and 1919 – despite briefly falling ill to 
the ‘Spanish Flu’ global epidemic.  
 During this period, the well-
rounded sportsman also began 
dabbling in athletics, displaying 
his fleet of foot and extraordinary 
leaping abilities. He regularly walked 
or hitched a ride to contests in 
Dublin on the day of the meeting, 
completing the round-trip home with 
medals rattling in his pocket.  

GALLOPING TOWARDS 
IMMORTALITY  
The War of Independence (and 
subsequent Civil War) would 
engulf all facets of life throughout 
Ireland. Nonetheless, sporting 
events continued as a welcomed 

LARRY STANLEYLARRY STANLEY
THE LILYWHITE THE LILYWHITE 

OLYMPIAN OLYMPIAN 
A policeman from Kildare made history by becoming 
the first athlete to represent an independent Ireland 
in an Olympic athletics competition. However, for 
the multi-talented high jumper, Larry Stanley’s 
greatest accomplishments would occur at Croke 
Park… repeatedly, writes Christopher Warner. 
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Larry Stanley pictured with one of 
his many trophies. 



GARDA SPORTING LEGEND 

Síocháin   73

respite from the bitter conflict. As 
Kildare’s team captain and prized 
thoroughbred, Stanley galloped 
towards immortality during the 1919 
football slate.  
 A surprise win over Dublin in the 
Leinster Final featured his trademark 
high-fielding and deep-angle frees. 
He continued his dominance in a 
semi-final win against Cavan, setting 
the stage for the All Ireland Final 
against Galway. 
 Playing in front of a then-record 
crowd of 32,000 at Croke Park, 
Stanley was joined by his older 
brother, Jim, an ordained priest, who 
competed under an alias (as most 
clergy did at the time). In the end, 
only a miracle could have saved the 
Galwegians. The ‘Kildare Observer’ 
later hailed him as a “superman” in 
which he netted a goal and scored 
two points as the ‘short grass’ men 
romped to victory 2-5 to 0-1.  
 After four years of violent 
mayhem and strife, the Free Irish 

State was tasked with establishing 
a force to restore law and order. 
Stanley would answer the call 
in 1923, joining the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police (DMP), a body 
that later merged with An Garda 
Síochána when the two bodies 
amalgamated in 1925. Garda 
Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy actively 
fostered an environment that 
emphasised sports and physical 
fitness. The policy soon established 
teams in a wide variety of disciplines. 
Stanley fitted in perfectly.  
 The formation of An Coiste 
Siamsa served as the organisation’s 
governing body, providing the 
structure for Garda teams to 
dominate the sporting landscape on 
both a national and international 
level.  
 Moreover, a well-conditioned 
and athletic Force helped encourage 
participation in sport throughout 
the nation. For decades, the annual 
Aonach An Garda (Garda Sports) 
in Dublin showcased Ireland’s top 
athletes during the weeklong affair. 
 Few sportsmen can boast of a 
more unique string of achievements 
than Stanley’s remarkable 1924 
campaign. He kick-started the year 
by winning the high jump at the 

Irish Championships (NACA), leaping 
6’2” on a rain-drenched field at 
Croke Park.  
 Next, the Garda won an inter-
police championship held in London 
to mark Wembley Stadium’s 
opening, before capturing the British 
(AAA) title with a jump 6’3” (1.92 
m) at Stamford Bridge. He then set 
his sights on Paris, where he was 
joined by two fellow Gardaí – discus 
thrower Paddy Birmingham and 
decathlete Bill Shanahan. 

FLYING IRISH FLAG IN PARIS 
In all previous modern Olympic track 
and field contests, Irish athletes had 
been forced to compete as part of 
the UK team. This mandate meant 
that past gold medallists’ such as 
Tipperary’s Tom Kiely (Decathlon) 
and Wexford’s Peter O’Connor 
(Triple Jump) were counted as British 
champions.  
 Elsewhere, a slew of Ireland-
born emigrants nicknamed ‘The 
Irish Whales’ dominated Olympic 
throwing events for over two 
decades while representing the 
‘Stars and Stripes’. However, on 6 
July 1924, Stanley made history on 
the opening day of the athletics 
programme, marching into the Stade 

Pictured at the 1919 All Ireland Final 
in Croke Park were (l-r): Galway 
Captain T. Egan. Referee P. Dunphy, 
and Larry Stanley, Laois and Kildare 
Captain. 

Paris Olympics 1924 with Larry Stanley’s Identity Card. 



Olympique de Colombes in Paris 
under the Tricolour flag with a large 
Shamrock on his chest. Although a 
sub-par performance kept him off of 
the podium, his season was far from 
over. Hardly.  
 The Tailteann Games had 
been organised to serve a dual 
purpose: celebrate the new state’s 
independence and identity, and 
revive an ancient Irish custom dating 
back more than two thousand years.  
 Staged in Dublin, the sporting and 
arts extravaganza was supposed to 
feature only athletes from Ireland and 
its diaspora but eventually attracted 
over 5,000 participants – dwarfing 
the recently concluded Olympics.   
    Marquee names such as swimming 
world-record holder, Johnny 
Weissmuller, added to the electric 
atmosphere. Prior to donning his 
trademark loincloth, ‘Tarzan’ would 
first conquer the Dublin Zoo pond.  
 Another main attraction saw 
Stanley back on familiar turf at 
Croke Park. He set a personal best 
of 6’ 3 1/8” in the high jump – good 
enough for second place behind the 
Olympic champ, Harold Osborne of 
the United States.  

FIRMLY FOCUSED ON FOOTBALL 
It’s worth noting that Stanley spent 
the bulk of his training sessions 

focused squarely on football. As a 
result, he used a primitive high jump 
technique known as the ‘scissors 
style’ in which he approached the 
bar directly, keeping his body upright 
while lifting his legs over the bar one 
at a time.  
 Osborne’s ‘western roll’ employed 
a far more efficient side-to-the-bar 
clearance that still allowed the 
American to land on his feet in the 
sandpit. However, the Irishman’s 
impeccable form between the 
goalposts would flourish once again. 
 Having re-located to the capital 
with the DMP, Stanley returned to 
the All-Ireland Final as a member of 
the Dublin team on 29 September 
1924. The recent Civil War caused 
the match to be delayed from the 
previous year.  
 Also, Kerry’s team initially 
threatened to boycott the game 
in protest of the imprisonment of 
county chairman and republican, 
Austin Stack. But in a remarkable 
display of sport transcending 
political discord, the Kerrymen 
put their differences aside to field 
a squad consisting of pro-treaty 
and anti-treaty players against the 
Metropolitans on a breezy afternoon 
on Jones Road. 
 Kerry started strong after winning 
the coin toss, playing towards the 

railway goal with the wind at their 
backs. The Kingdom scored first and 
carried a slim lead at halftime. But 
eventually, experience prevailed over 
youth as the Dubs stormed back to 
edge their rivals, 1-5 to 1-3. Stanley’s 
usual steady play earned him a 
second coveted medal, triumphantly 
capping the year as the unrivalled 
King of Croke Park.  

AN ALL-AROUND PROWESS 
Beginning in the mid-1920s, the 
Garda XV became a perennial 
powerhouse in the county 
championships. Stanley’s teammates 
included other icons such as Cavan’s 
Jim Smith and Kerry’s Paul Russell. 
 Not surprisingly, the Force 
dominated athletics as well – 
especially in the field events. In 1925, 
Stanley captured another high jump 
national championship and placed 
second in the long jump, triple jump 
and javelin. He later added a pole 
vault crown, displaying an all-around 
prowess that would have made 
him an excellent candidate for the 
decathlon. But he remained steadfast 
on adding more All-Ireland medals to 
his trophy case.  
 Stanley re-declared for his native 
county in the 1926 All-Ireland Final 
against Kerry. He played brilliantly 
throughout the match that ended in 
a hard-fought draw. Heavy marking 
diminished his impact in the replay as 
Kildare fell 1-4 to 0-4.  

PINNICLE OF FOOTBALL YEARS
Still, he considered that drawn final 
as the greatest thrill of his career, 
reflecting his characteristic humility 
and sportsmanship: “That game with 
Kerry was, for me, the pinnacle of all 
my years in football,” he said. “If I 
had never won an All-Ireland medal, 
the memory of that game would be a 
very adequate compensation.” 
 His feelings were also shared by 
Kerry poet Sigerson Clifford, who 
wrote in ‘The Ghost Train’ – 
“Then the soft grass and the 
sunshine and the marching of the 
bands 
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Larry Stanley in action in Croke Park. 



With the green and gold flag fluttering over all, 
There’s Con Brosnan running swiftly and our Sheehy 
shooting low 
And Larry Stanley jumping sky-high for the ball.” 

UNFAIR PHYSICAL TACTICS  
As the most dynamic player of his generation, he was 
often the subject of unfair physical tactics by opposing 
teams – actions he refused to reciprocate out of respect 
for the game. The star player either competed with 
integrity or not at all, even if it meant missing out on 
further glory. He eventually walked away from the sport 
for good in 1930, but not before scoring a goal and two 
points in the Leinster final. It would be his final match.  
 Over the years, he embraced the role of mentor to 
young Gardai who sought his guidance – invaluable 
advice which he readily dispensed. Some of the more 
notable standouts on the Force included Ned Tobin, 
owner of several weight-throwing world records, and Con 
O’Callaghan (older brother of two-time Olympic hammer 
champ, Dr O’Callaghan), who won several national 
championships and competed in the 1928 Olympics in 
the decathlon. 
 Stanley served at College Street Station before 
transferring to the Detective Branch in 1934. He was 
later promoted to Sergeant before finally retiring in 1954. 
Although he and his wife, Mary (née Nolan), had settled 
in Rathmines in Dublin, they found time to see family in 
Kildare whenever time allowed. His nephew, Noel Stanley, 
recalled those cherished visits, especially the kindness and 

generosity shown by his famous relative: “He always liked 
to encourage the lads rather than talk about his own 
exploits.” 

A LIFETIME OF ACCOLADES 
Despite his modesty, the former champ continued to 
receive a steady shower of accolades throughout his life. 
In 1970, the GAA feted him with a ceremonial dinner 
in Dublin in which the ‘Leinster Leader’ reported: “The 
honour he had earned was not simply of any single great 
achievement, but of his constant dedication to the high 
ideals he set of himself on the football and the athletic 
field. He had never faulted on these ideals and always 
conducted himself like a sportsman and a gentleman on 
and off the field”. 
 He also became the second footballer (and only Garda 
member) in the Texaco Hall of Fame and in 1980 was the 
inaugural recipient of the All-Time All-Star Award. At the 
age of 91, Larry Stanley passed away on 20 September 
1987 and is interred at Bohernabreena Cemetery in South 
Dublin. 
 However, his lasting spirit lives on. Most recently, the 
spotlight returned in 2019 during the Centenary 
Celebrations of Kildare’s 1919 All-Ireland Victory. And the 
name Larry Stanley is still uttered with hushed reverence 
by football fans and pundits alike when regaling the true 
greats of the game. 
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PAYING HOMAGE TO 
THE HILL OF CROSSES 
NORTHERN LITHUANIA

Well, I have seen breath-taking beauty, places of 
historic interest, places with a background of tragic 

war and others of fun and excitement, each were unique 
for me and impossible to rank in order of preference.  
 However, that said, if I had to describe one single 
memorable place that encompassed descriptive words 
such as strange, bizarre, spooky, eerie, emotional and 
spiritual, not to mention a place of massive national 
historical significance, inspiration and pride, then it has to 

be The Hill of Crosses in Northern Lithuania. 
 About 20 miles from Siauliai, Lithuania’s fourth 
biggest city, in the middle of nowhere stands a small hill 
in a large open flat field which, by Irish standards, is no 
more than a large mound. It is 60 metres long, 50 metres 
wide and its height is no more than 10 metres. 

NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE  
In 1993, when Pope John Paul II visited the site, he said 
it was a place of “peace, hope, love and sacrifice”. I 
would go further, as it is also a place that demonstrated 
successful non-violent resistance to oppression, a place 
that not only hosted a deadly battle for freedom, but also 
became a location of a persistently focused psychological 
battle of wits by ordinary people against the forces of a 
giant oppressive regime.  

Cyril Meehan, Donegal North Branch, 
notes that when people hear that he 
has travelled throughout almost every 
country across Europe in recent years, 
the inevitable if not predictable question 
‘which country, or place, stands out as 
the most beautiful or interesting from all 
that were visited?’ is always asked. His 
answer is The Hill of Crosses in Northern 
Lithuania. 

TRAVEL REFLECTIONS 
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Visiting the site in 1993 Pope John Paul II described it as a 
place of “peace, hope, love and sacrifice”. 

Over the years the number of crosses has grown steadily 
into the thousands. 



 To best explain, I first need to 
go back in time. In 1831 an ill-fated 
rebellion by the combined forces 
of Polish and Lithuanians against 
the Russian Tsar’s occupation of the 
country resulted in a savage battle at 
this exact site.  
 It was not enough for the 
victorious Tsar to win the battle by 
slaughtering so many of the local 
population, he went further and 
reeked his revenge by not permitting 
the victims’ families recover and bury 
their slain remains.  
 As a result, grieving relatives 
sometime later started placing timber 
crosses in memory of their deceased 
loved ones at this location as they 
had been deprived of having a grave 
to visit. Over the years the number 
of crosses steadily grew into the 
thousands. 

FAILED ATTEMPT TO DESTROY HILL 
When once again under the 
unwelcomed oppressive occupation 
of communist USSR after World War 

2, the Hill of Crosses was deemed to 
be a threat to the atheist ideology 
that believed there should only be 
one focus for the common man, 
namely the motherland, the Russian 
Empire and the communist doctrine.  
 Throughout the 1960s the 
Russian Army and KGB desecrated 
and destroyed the Hill of Crosses 
many times. They bulldozed the hill 
completely and tried to flood the area 
by creating a dam on a nearby river 
and made the area a prohibited zone.  
 At one point they even sprayed 
the site with tonnes of human 
excrement in an ill-fated attempt 
to stop people who continued to 
stubbornly sneak through the security 
cordon in the dark of night and 
replace the crosses the Russians had 
demolished, burned and buried.  
 In the end the Russians had to 
concede defeat and from the 1970s 
they gave up their attempts to 
annihilate the Hill of Crosses from the 
minds and hearts of the Lithuanian 
people. 

A SYMBOL OF STRENGTH  
Today, the hill is a place of not only 
religious pilgrimage, or a tourist 
attraction, it is a sacred site of historic 
national pride and a striking symbol 
of the strength, determination and 
resolve of the Lithuanian people 
when confronted with tyranny.  
 No one knows exactly how many 
crosses, rosary beads and religious 
statues are now on the hill today, 
estimates run between 150,000 and 
200,000 and that’s not mentioning 
the thousands of crosses buried in the 
ground beneath.  
 Visitors from all around the 
world have placed crosses here 
and a nearby shop sells beautiful 

inexpensive locally handmade carved 
timber crosses for anyone who wishes 
to place a cross on the hill.  
 Somewhere on that amazing hill 
there now stands a small cross from 
Ireland that I placed when I visited 
three years ago. 
 Whether you are religious or 

not, one cannot be but moved 
emotionally by the tranquil 
atmosphere on the Hill of Crosses 
and the melancholy sound of rosary 
beads clattering in the wind as they 
dangle from old weather-beaten 
crosses.  
 The Hill of Crosses is a must visit 
place for anyone who contemplates 
visiting Lithuania, the country that is 
now my home. 

TRAVEL REFLECTIONS 
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From the 1970s the Russians gave up 
their attempts to annihilate the Hill of 
Crosses from the minds and hearts of 
the Lithuanian people. 

 

Cyril Meehan placed a small cross from 
Ireland during his visit to the hill three 
years ago. 
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ARE YOU RIGHT THERE JOSEPH
ARE YOU RIGHT?

Born and reared in Dundalk, 
Joe McKeown’s father was a 

chargehand fitter on the Great 
Northern Railway yard and later in 
the CIE Works in Inchicore. 
 A willing volunteer in whatever 
he got involved with, and an IPA 
member during his Garda career, 
Joe’s interest in trains was always a 
popular subject of discussion.  
 As a newly-promoted Dublin 
Superintendent, he was transferred 
to Kilrush – not always seen as 
a plum transfer – but Joe settled 
seamlessly into the West Clare 
community and the living history of 
the West Clare Railway. 
 Joe became involved in the 
Railway Preservation Society Ireland 

(RPSI) in the late 1970s, starting off in 
carriage restoration before becoming 
operations manager about five 
years ago. His job involves a lot of 
paperwork and includes organising 
the crews for the steam trips.  

RPSI’S CRUCIAL LIAISON LINK 
He also liaises between the RPSI and 
Irish Rail and his assistance is crucial 
to the Society. 
 “We do a risk assessment every 
time the train goes out. We have 
to roster stewards for each of the 
carriages and to ensure carriage 
inspections take place,” he says. 

 

As well as being Operations 
Manager, Joe goes to Inchicore 
Works a couple of times each 
week to ensure that the carriages 
are cleaned and maintained. “We 
have guys who wouldn’t be railway 
enthusiasts, but they come along, 
it’s like their Men’s Shed. They’re all 
putting their day’s work into it and 
they love it.” 
 Seeing a steam engine in motion, 
he says, is very different from seeing 
it on a plinth. “We’re a group of 
people who are preserving railway 
heritage, railway history. We consider 
ourselves a travelling museum.” 

Although a proud member of An Garda Síochána for 37 years, railways and steam engines 
were always in Joe McKeown’s blood. His work was recognised in style when he was presented 
with the inaugural ‘Volunteer of the Year Award’ by the Railway Preservation Society Ireland 
(RPSI), writes Billy Saunderson, Central Committee member and Clare Branch Secretary. 

RPSI VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Billy Saunderson is Secretary of the Clare Branch and Central Committee 
member. Billy joined An Garda Síochána in 1968 and has served in Ennis, 
Ennistymon, Castlefin, Thurles and Tulla, retiring there as Sergeant-in-
Charge in 2005. Billy resides in Ennis.

‘Volunteer of the Year’ award winner Joe McKeown (centre) is presented with 
his award by RPSI Chairman Canon John McKeagney and RPSI President Dr 
Joan Smyth CBE. 

The Railway Preservation Society 
of Ireland (RPSI) is an Irish railway 
preservation group operating 
throughout Ireland, which was 
founded in 1964. The RPSI has its 
headquarters at Whitehead, County 
Antrim, and also maintains an 
operational base in Dublin. 



VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Joe’s work was recognised, in style, when he was the 
awarded the RPSI’s inaugural Volunteer of the Year 
Award (as voted by fellow RPSI members). The following 
Citation was delivered by RPSI President, Mrs Joan Smyth 
CBE, at the award presentation: 
 “The President and Chair are pleased to announce 
that the recipient of the inaugural Volunteer of the Year 
(South) for 2019 is Joe McKeown. Joe has been one 
of the Society’s most 
active volunteers in 
Dublin operations for 
many years, devoting 
additional time to 
ensuring events are run 
safely and successfully 
following his retirement 
from An Garda 
Síochána.  
 “It is perhaps partly 
because of his chosen 
profession in the Guards 
that Joe has a fearsome 
reputation as the chap 
who gets things done 
with military precision. 
His organisational 
skills are extraordinary; 
ensuring that passenger 
lists are accurate and 
open for scrutinisation, 
making sure that all 
relevant paperwork is 
completed according to 
Irish Rail requirements, 
organising and rallying 
volunteers on the trains 
and serving ably on the 
Board of the Society.  
 “Joe may be the 
ultimate professional 
and a volunteer that 
the Society has much 
to thank for but he is a 
bit more than that. He 
is always up for a bit of 
craic and I understand 
that he has been known 
to make a half decent 
cup of tea in the Guards 
Van! It is therefore with 
great pleasure and 
gratitude that I present 
the Volunteer of the 
Year (South) Award to 
Mr Joe McKeown.” 

 So, we say ‘Well Done Joe’ and continued enjoyment 
in your railway enthusiasm and volunteerism with the 
RPSI. Joe McKeown retired in 2009 and is a member of 
GSRMA’s Dublin West Branch.
 
Note: Due to Covid-19 restrictions the Annual Halloween 
Ghost Train from Connolly Station had to be cancelled 
and now it looks like the same fate awaits the ‘Santa 
Specials’.  

RPSI VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
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CENTENARIAN CELEBRATION 

MAEDHBH UÍ COLMÁIN 
MAKES HER MARK 

‘AS GAEILGE’  

On 23 May and in the time of restricted movements, 
the serving Gardaí from Blackrock Station were on 

hand to assist the local Dun Laoghaire Branch of the 
GSRMA in delivering the good wishes to Maedhbh Uí 
Colmáin on her 100th birthday. GSRMA President Matt 
Givens also sent on a congratulatory letter to Maedhbh 
which was well received. 
 Maedhbh was married to Seán O’Colmáin [08801H], 
who retired in 1980 as Superintendent from Blessington, 
Co. Wicklow and he sadly passed away in 1982. Seán 
served in Dun Laoghaire in the 1960s as Station Sergeant. 

NOTING HER EARLY DAYS ‘AS GAEILGE’ 
Both Seán and Maedhbh were lovers of the Irish 
language.  During the few weeks before her passing, 
Maedhbh decided to write to the readers of ‘Síocháin’ 
as Gaeilge telling a bit about her early days, about 
herself and her family and about marrying Seán and a 
bit about her uncle, Sean Ó Maicín, who was the Chief 
Superintendent in Charge of the Garda Depot in the 
Phoenix Park when she was studying.  
 The Dun Laoghaire Branch of the GSRMA thanks 
the serving members of the ‘W’ District for assisting us 
in making Maedhbh’s day special. We further offer our 
deepest condolences to Maedhbh’s family and friends. 
Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílís.

Dun Laoghaire Branch member 
Maedhbh Uí Colmáin who celebrated 
her 100th birthday in May at her home 
in Booterstown, Co. Dublin sadly passed 
away at the end of October. Ed Ryan, Dun 
Laoghaire Branch, traces the life of this 
lover of the Irish language, who put pen to 
paper and wrote to readers of ‘Síocháin’ as 
Gaeilge before her recent passing. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Ed Ryan is Chairman of the Dun Laoghaire Branch. After he 
joined An Garda Síochána in 1965 he went initially to Ballinasloe 
and then onto Mountjoy in 1966 under the tutelage of the late 
Garda Dick Fallon, followed by Kill O’ the Grange when Seán 
O’Colmáin was Station Sergeant in Dun Laoghaire.  
 In 1967 as Secretary of the Dublin Region of the IPA, he 
went to Amsterdam with Maedhbh and Seán. Allocations to 
Carrigans, Dublin Castle and Corrinshigagh, Co Monaghan 
followed, and Cabinteely came next and finally as Divisional 
Crime Prevention Sergeant, before Ed retired in 1998 from 
Shankill Station. This is a copy of Maedhbh’s own handwritten notes, and 

a nice piece of writing indeed it is. 

Pictured (l-r): Inspector John Burke, Garda Gemma 
Conway and Sgt Mark Twomey from Blackrock Garda 
Station delivering gifts to Maedhbh on her 100th birthday 
on 23 May 2020. 
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Seamus Quaid, who 
was attached to 

Wexford Garda Station, 
was killed at Cleariestown 
outside Wexford Town 
after a confrontation 
with Peter Rogers, who 
was an active member of 
the Provisional IRA and by 
1980 he lived in Wexford 
in a mobile home at 
Duncormick. Rogers was 
found to be conveying 
explosive material in 
his van, when stopped 
by Detective Gardaí 
Seamus Quaid and Donal 
Lyttleton. 

 Rogers was tried and on 11 March 1981 he was found 
guilty of the capital murder of Seamus Quaid and was 
sentenced to be hanged on 6 April 1981. The sentence of 
the Court was commuted by President Patrick Hillery, to a 
sentence of 40 years in prison. He was released from prison 
in 1998 under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement. 

SMALL PRIVATE CEREMONY 
Whilst a larger commemoration ceremony had been planned 
to take place, but due to Covid-19 restrictions, a small 
private ceremony was held on Sunday 11 October in the 
precincts of Wexford Garda Station, with a group which 
included the four members of Seamus’s family – Mary, 
Caroline, Angela and Eamon Quaid.   

 The organising 
committee members Dan 
Redmond and Tony Fagan 
(Wexford Branch) and Donal 
Lyttleton were present, in 
addition to serving members 
of Wexford Division – Supt 
James Doyle, D/Garda Colm 
Dunne and Mary O’Brien, 
Clerical Officer, who is the 
only member of the current 
staff at Wexford Garda 
Station to have served with 
Seamus Quaid. 
 The formal planting of 
a commemorative tree was 
carried out by Eamon Quaid 
and a suitably-inscribed 

plinth was unveiled by Supt Jim Doyle. Framed copies of the 
Scott Medal Citation that were awarded to Donal Lyttleton 
and posthumously to Seamus Quaid were presented to his 
four family members. 

40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION  

DETECTIVE GARDA 
SEAMUS QUAID

Tuesday 13 October 2020 marked the 40th Anniversary of the killing of Detective Garda 
Seamus Quaid who was murdered in the line of duty, when he stopped a suspect van at 
Ballyconnick Quarry, Cleariestown, Co. Wexford on 13 October 1980. Report by Tom Miller, 
Central Committee & Wexford Branch.  

Supt Jim Doyle assists Eamon 
Quaid in planting a memorial 
tree in the grounds of the new 
Wexford Divisional Garda HQ 
on 11 October 2020. 

Pictured at the private memorial service on Sunday 11 October 
(l-r): Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch Secretary  , D/Garda Colm 
Dunne, Wexford,  Supt Jim Doyle, Wexford , Dan Redmond, 
Wexford Branch Treasurer  , Eamon Quaid , Donal Lyttleton , 
Wexford Branch, Caroline and Mary Quaid, and Mary O’Brien, 
Wexford Garda Station. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Tom Miller is a member of 
the GSRMA Central Committee and represents the 
Wexford Branch. Tom is a native of Timahoe, Co. Laois 
and joined An Garda Síochána in 1965 serving at 
Enniscorthy, Ferns, Oylegate, Donegal Town, Kiltealy, 
Wexford and bookended his career back in Enniscorthy. 
Tom retired in 2001 and is currently co-authoring a 
book on An Garda Síochána’s presence in Co. Wexford 
from 1921 to the noughties. 



Swellan Lake was always a mecca for swimmers and 
sunbathers during the summer months. Walter Little, the 

woodwork teacher from the technical school, built a two-tier 
diving board at the lake from an old car chassis set in large 
concrete pads.  
 The structure was bolted together similar to the Meccano 
sets we got for Christmas back in the 40s and 50s. As 
foreign holidays and other activities came into vogue, the 
lake went quiet and health and safety did away with the old 
diving board. 
 The lake known as Swellan Lough has many cold springs 
and is fed from the surface water off Ned’s Hill and the 
surrounding high ground. Over the years the lake’s deep, 
cold water has claimed 13 lives and many near ones.  
 During long summer holidays from school, the lake 
would have a flotilla of old inflated motor tubes keeping 
novice swimmers afloat. Tommy Boylan’s old flat bottom 
boat swaying in the rushes was often taken without consent 
for a joy sail on the lake. 
 Recently, I read a letter in the ‘Anglo Celt’ submitted 
by Monsignor Michael Cooke, a native of Cavan town. In 
this letter, he told of a near drowning experience he had on 
Swellan Lough back in 1949.  
 The same Michael Cooke, a non-swimmer and his friend 
Mickey Strong borrowed togs and motor tubes from friends 
who were resting along the bank after their swim. Michael 
Cooke’s tube had drifted well out into the lake where he 
rolled off the tube and was going under.  
 His friend Mickey Strong, seeing what was happening, 
hand paddled his tube quickly to the rescue. During the 
rescue Strong fell off his tube as well; after some scrambling, 
they both paddled to safety, on clinging to the same tube. 

ANOTHER RESCUE IN KILDARE 
Roll on to County Kildare in 1963. I was stationed in the 
canal-side village of Robertstown where the local butcher 
related the following story to me. The canal bank was the 
direct escape route for fugitive boys running away from the 
horrors of Saint Conleth’s Reformatory School in Daingean, 
Co. Offaly just over the county boundary.  

 One such boy had reached the canal bridge at 
Robertstown from where he saw the Garda Sergeant on 
look-out from the Garda Station door. He hid himself at the 
base of the bridge, in hope that the law would disappear. 
After sometime, he lost his footing and slipped into the deep 
canal water.  
 Luckily, our Swellan Lough Hero, Mickey Strong was just 
after leaving the local farm where he worked and was on his 
way to the pub when he heard the commotion under the 
bridge. Mickey dived in and shoved the lad onto the safety 
of the bank. Having heard the escapee’s distressing tail of 
events Mickey saw to it that the lad was dried, fed, and 
escorted safely on his fleeing way. 
 Michael Cooke and Mickey Strong had lost contact for 
many, many years and TB had riddled the Strong family. 
Mickey was placed in care until the age of 18 when he 
found work with a Kildare farmer. Both Michael Cooke and 
Mickey Strong finally did meet up and remained in contact 
continuing their friendship.  
 After Mickey Strong died of heart failure, his childhood 
friend Monsignor Cooke scattered his ashes on the waters of 
Swellan Lough where in 1949 both found safety clinging to 
a rubber tube. I hope Saint Peter has taken note of Mickey’s 
good deeds and thrown him a lifebuoy! 

THE SWELLAN 
LOUGH HERO 

Tom Smith, Cork City Branch, recollects the 
heroic feats of Mickey Strong who rescued 
his friend from drowning on Swellan Lough 
in 1949, and after Mickey died of heart 
failure, his childhood friend Monsignor 
Cooke fondly scattered his ashes on the lake. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Tom Smith is a native of Cavan and is a member of the GSRMA 
Cork City Branch. Having served in An Garda Síochána from 
1963 to 1973 in Robertstown, Co. Kildare, Tom now resides in 
Cork. 
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Now, I was raised on a small farm 
before I decided to join the 

Guards. As a small farm, it was not 
all that well organised. You see my 
father was a cattle dealer. Because 
of his love for the cattle dealing 
and travelling to all the fairs around 
Ireland and all that goes with it, the 
tangling, droving, making the deals, 
pulling stokes and storytelling, my 
father was at best a reluctant farmer. 
 As a result of his cattle and sheep 
dealing, our land was not stocked by 
the most well- bred or fertile of stock, 
what with the dregs from his trade 
that could not be sold.  Sometimes, 
the farm was more like a farm 
casualty ward with attempts to make 
cripples walk.  
 One of the most hated and 
embarrassing jobs that fell upon 
me was to take the cow to the bull 
when that time came around. The 
only place nearby with a bull, the 
AI service had not arrived as yet, 
was at Mrs Roundtree’s. She was a 
lovely buxom woman who was a real 
woman of the world and she pulled 
no punches. My knowledge of the 
birds and the bees was as good as 
any other 12-year-old I felt, but don’t 
ask me to discuss the ‘ins and outs’ 
of it. 
 Having arrived with my red cow 
on a halter, Mrs Roundtree brought 
out ‘himself’ who was going to do 
the deed.  He was a massive Hereford 
bull with a huge curly white head 
and wild staring eyes. He had a 
huge copper ring in his nose and 
Mrs Roundtree led him out into the 
pen where the lovemaking would be 
undertaken. He was so big that the 
woman of the house could not be 
seen behind the bull.  
 How was my poor little red cow 
going to manage with this monster? 
I closed my eyes as the big bull 

mounted my poor little cow as I held 
on to the halter to keep her steady 
fearing the worst. Now during the 
love-making, herself always had a 
brush in her hand and if the bull 
was having a problem activating the 
reproductive organ in the correct 
place, Mrs Roundtree would assist 
in directing it with the brush handle 
when necessary. 
 So much for the birds and the 
bees! When the deed was done, Mrs 
Roundtree laughed and joked with 
me but I was so embarrassed and red 
faced, I doubt if I made any audible 
sounds. 
 Having joined the Guards and 
having completed my training, I was 
dispatched to my first station. It was 

a long way from home in the south 
of Ireland. Having spent a few days 
at the station, I was beginning to find 
my feet. Word came through that 
there was going to be an inspection 
by the District Officer at 4pm on 
Wednesday.  
 Now ‘the word on the street’ 
among the seasoned members at 
the station was that the ‘Super’ was 
liable at any time, to lose the head 
and blow his top for no reason. I was 
the junior member and I was a bit in 
dread at the prospect of what might 
happen. 
 The Superintendent was a small 
man going bald with a red face. He 
had a vivid little lump on his right 
cheek. Now the wise-cracking Patsy 

The Bull Patrol 
By Andy Fahy, Meath Branch  
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The young Guard was known to all far and wide as ‘the Guard on Bull Patrol’ 
– and I learned more about the locality, got to know so many decent people, 
as well as the chancers, spoofers and people to avoid.  



McElligott claimed that when the ‘Super’ got mad, the 
lump on his cheek would glow like Rudolf’s nose and the 
more he got excited the more it glowed. The ‘Super’ was 
a Gaelgoir and was known to intersperse his rants with 
passages of Donegal Irish. We all assembled in the room 
behind the day-room, some sitting and some standing.  
 As predicted the rant began. It started with the state 
of uniforms and deportment, then onto the way patrols 
were being undertaken and the serious lack of crime 
solving. Now he was picking up the pace, his voice levels 
rising and he seemed to be getting redder in the face. 
But he was only getting into his stride when he launched 
into an attack on the station party whom he said were a 
crowd of wasters with regards to the lack of enforcement 
of parking regulations. He started talking of “yellow lines, 
single lines, double lines, blue lines and black lines”.   
 Jesus the man had lost the plot! Patsy Farrell sitting 
across from me was having difficulty to stop laughing and 
his face was as red as a beetroot. Now the ‘Super’, having 
got his voice pitch almost to a scream, his cheek lump did 
seem to glow as he launched into another diatribe about 
Patsy McElligott chasing women!  “He’s like a dog chasing 
bitches in heat”, says he, while spluttering and spits 
flying. Patsy Farrell was getting redder and seemed to be 
swaying.  
 “He’s like Elvis Presley in a Garda uniform swanning 
around in the patrol car eyeing up the women”. With 
that, there was a crash and Patsy Farrell hit the floor 
having succumbed to his failure to control his laughter.  

 He hit Myles McGrath on the way down and it was like 
a set of dominoes falling as with cursing and swearing, 
one side of the room was in disarray. With that the 
Superintendent stopped, put his hands on his head, tried 
to pull at non-existing hair and headed for the door. That 
was the end of inspection. 
 Three days later, the Sergeant-in-Charge handed me a 
file from the Superintendent directing me to commence a 
patrol of the District to enforce the Livestock Breeding Act 
1925. My knowledge of the Act was limited as we got no 
instruction on it in Templemore, but on enquiry with other 
members my theory was proved correct. 
 “You’re looking for unlicensed scrub bulls” was what 
I was told.  Be God now, this was not what I expected to 
be doing in the Guards. My poor ould mother would smile 
and say “I told you not to join and me having you lined 
to do a solicitor’s apprenticeship”. Well, I had selected my 
bed and I would have to lie in it! 
 On handing me the file the Sergeant said sternly “do 
you have you a bicycle?” Now, I knew straight away that 
this was a loaded question. I don’t know whether he 
knew if I had a bike or not but knew I was in receipt of 
bicycle allowance. I had been warned by the cute boys in 
the atation “don’t say you haven’t a bike, or you will be 
getting a half-sheet”.  
 I was only in the job a short time and I was not going 
to be blocked over not having a bicycle. I didn’t have the 
money to buy a bicycle, so on the advice of Patsy, down 
to Peter Burke’s bicycle shop I go to buy a lovely new bike 

SHORT STORY 
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I spent a lovely summer cycling in the sunshine and the fresh air. The word was out that the young Guard was after 
unlicensed bulls!  



ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
Andy Fahy is a native of Navan, Co. Meath. He 
joined An Garda Siochana in 1967 and retired 
as a Superintendent in November 1998 from the 
Change Management Section. He previously served 
in Tipperary, Laois/Offaly, DMA, Donegal and Cavan/
Monaghan.  
 Upon his retirement, Andy joined RTE until 2012. 
He now lives near Ratoath in Co. Meath with his wife 
Breeda and has three grown-up children and five 
grandchildren. He has been involved with Ratoath 
GAA since the mid-80s, is the chair of Meath GAA 
Health & Wellbeing Committee and a member of the 
County Hearings Committee. Andy also loves a bit of 
golf and his garden. 

on the never-never. Just a small deposit paid and off I go 
on the new ‘rothar’. 
 How in the name of Jesus was I going to enforce the 
Livestock Breeding Act of 1925. So many questions…
“How do I know who has a bull. Where do I look? Who 
am I going to ask? I will be the laughing stock of the 
place. How am I going to go into the fields with no 
wellingtons and keep my uniform clean? 
 Then I had a stroke of genius. I asked Tom McMahon, 
who was the Agricultural Statistics Guard for a list of the 
farms who were listed as having cattle. I compiled a list of 
these farms that have cattle and off I go.  
 It is only now I realise I have actually fallen on my feet. 
Every second day I am detailed on outdoor cycle patrol on 
agricultural duties. I’m my own boss calling to farms and 
speaking the lingo that comes easy to me. I spent a lovely 
summer cycling in the sunshine and the fresh air. Cap off 
and the tunic over the bars of the bike. The word was out 
that the young Guard was after unlicensed bulls.  
 No worries as regards dog licences or noxious weeds. 
The young Guard was on a mission. Tea and cake were 
the order of the day and “Guard would you like to give 
a hand at the haymaking. I hear you’re going to play 
football for us this year”.  
 Eat your heart out, this the life. I learned more about 
the locality, got to know so many decent people, as well 
as the chancers, spoofers and people to avoid. The young 

Guard was known to all far and wide as “the Guard on 
Bull Patrol”. 
 I was able to return the file to the Superintendent 
with a comprehensive list of all the farms I called to. 
No mention of all the food consumed or farm tasks 
undertaken or craic enjoyed. No mention of the lovely 
cycles out in God’s fresh air.  
 No mention of the talks about football and the ways 
of the world with postmen, shopkeepers, roadmen and 
people with nothing better to do than amuse the young 
Guard. By the way, I found no unlicensed bulls! 

Every second day I am detailed on outdoor cycle patrol on agricultural duties. I’m my own boss calling to farms and 
speaking the lingo that comes easy to me. 
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Ding Dong 
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I knew a fellow who grew up in 
the next village to us at home. He 

was not a native of our part of the 
country. They brought him from the 
other end of the country when he 
was four or five years of age. 
 At first, we were amused at the 
strange way that he spoke, but when 
he was a while at school, he spoke 
like the rest of us. He had a queer 
name too – Luke Bell. Luke-warm 
some of the boys used to call him, 
and others always referred to him as 
‘Ding Dong’. He never became one of 
us. 
 He was not especially bright when 
he was going down to school to the 
Master, but when he left off school 
he changed. He had no interest in 
mastering the kind of work that we 
did. As youngsters we were anxious 
to take the handles of the plough, or 
drive a horse or an ass.  
 Young boys were anxious to learn 
how to milk a cow or mow with 
a scythe. Luke Bell had no interest 
in any of these rural pursuits. His 
interests were, as he saw them, in 
more important matters like motor 
cars and especially radios. The motor 
car and the radio were as scarce as 
hen’s teeth in our parts at the time. 
The one trait that Luke had above the 
rest of us was that he had conceit or 
perhaps self-confidence. 
 Somehow, he rigged up a radio 
and he had it on the top of the 
dresser in his house.  Local people 
often called to hear the news on 
the radio and the weather forecast 
especially at haymaking time.  
 One evening, a local man named 
Pat Bawn, strolled into the kitchen in 
Luke Bell’s home. There was nobody 
about, but Pat took a seat and he 
was looking around. Local people 

often called to hear the weather. 
 “You called in to hear the news 
on the radio I suppose, but the news 
does not come on until ten o’clock 
at night” “It was not the news I 
wanted to hear, but the weather. I 
have no real belief in them fellows 
that forecast the weather. They just 
walk about it at night, just looking up 
at the sky. Sure, they are pure daft. 
Now when I want to know what the 
weather will be like in the summer 
time, I stand there beyond on the 
cruchan and I look across to Cruach 
Padraig and I can tell the weather 
for two or three days. In the winter 
I look to Neifin and I can tell for at 
least a week the sort of weather we 
will have. The old people around here 
used to say ‘Sneachta’ ar ‘Neifin Fuar 
in Eireann’. 
 Luke was not too pleased that 
his new-fangled devices were so 
summarily dismissed. He had an idea. 
“I’ll see if I can get a bit of news 
somehow”. Luke got in behind the 
dresser, and moved a few of the 
knobs of the radio and then he began 
to speak in, as he felt, a kind of posh 

accent. Pat sat up and he listened 
intently. The news was all of local 
interest.  
 “Mickeen, the jobber’s strawberry 
cow had given birth to a pure white 
bull calf”. Male white bovines were 
not in much demand at the time, and 
so Pat commented “What the hell 
else did he expect bringing that cow 
to Kenny’s Bull, it is well known that 
he is off a white cow”. 
 The next big news was that local 
woman Delia Sandy had got a new 
breed of hens that laid two eggs a 
day. “In truth, if the hens we have 
would lay one egg every day we’d 
be well pleased”. So, said Pat, to 
himself, as strolled off out on the 
road home. The news got a good 
airing from Pat, but he copped on 
quick enough and the trick did not 
endear Luke Bell to him. 
 Not content with motor cars and 
radios, Luke began to sing cowboy 
songs that he had listened to on the 
radio. He got himself a saxophone 
and he could knock squeaks out of 
this instrument and so he formed a 
dance band with a few young fellows 

By Tom Coen, 
Roscommon Branch 

The radio was scarce as hen’s teeth in our parts at the time. 



from the town. In his spare time, he 
accepted an invitation to attend a 
local sports meeting.  
 His job was to announce through 
his public address system the starting 
and finishing of each race. He would 
announce that the under-12 three-
legged race was about to commence. 
He would add “Competitors get 
ready immediately.”                                               
 The general impression given 
was that Luke liked to hear himself 
talking. Being a resourceful fellow, 
Luke brought along some blocks of 
ice cream and this he doled out in 
portions to youthful customers.  
 On one occasion when he was 
engaged in dividing the ice-cream 
some unknown person or persons 
got at his public address system and 
announced that ice-cream was being 
distributed free of charge by Mr 
Luke Bell. Instantly from all directions 
customers lined up to be supplied 
with ice-cream.  
 He had at least one friend 
who tipped him off that an 
announcement had been made while 
he was otherwise engaged. Luke 
endeavoured to organise payment, 
but his customers pleaded that they 
were penniless.  
 And so Luke had captured one 
small boy and he had just applied the 
back of his hand to the unfortunate 

boy, when a local young man who 
was regarded as the champion turf 
cutter of the parish, stepped up….. 

“You dirty little bully, why are you 
beating my good friend Brendan?”   
“Why indeed, he has stolen my ice 

cream.” 
“Where is it that I don’t see any ice 
cream with him.” 
“If he did not steal my ice cream, his 
friends did.” 

Going up close to Luke, the 
newcomer held an enormous fist 
close to his head. “Now I am telling 
you to give this boy a large ice 
cream.” “Who will pay for it”? 
 “Give the lad the ice cream or I’ll 
teach you the way that I pay for it” 
at the same holding up his menacing 
fist. Luke handed out a large ice 
cream and the lad ran off well 
pleased.  
 Not so well pleased, Luke 
considered his position and quickly he 
gathered up his gear and from that 
day onwards he confined his activities 
to late-night dancing. He practiced 
his music and he drilled his band 
so that he could bring them to any 
venue. The night that they performed 
on National Television, we cheered 
and we welcomed him as one of our 
own. 
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Luke brought along some blocks of ice cream and doled out portions to 
youthful customers.  

“What the hell else did he expect bringing 
that cow to Kenny’s Bull, it’s well known that 
he is off a white cow”. 



Fake News and Big 
Garda Pensions 

One day shortly after I started keeping cattle on a 
small plot of land in West Cavan, I happened to 

have been in the admin office of my post-Garda Síochána 
retirement employer.  
“How are your cattle, Eugene?” One of the lassies asked. 
“They’re grand, one cow calved two weeks ago and 
another one is due at the end of the month,” I replied. 
 A second lassie in the office piped up, 
“Don’t tell me he has cattle as well as his big Garda 
pension AND all the money he’s making here!”  She 
declared in feigned exasperation. 
“Yes! Between the big garda pension, the farming and 
the tutoring, he’s rolling in money,” A third woman 
declared before continuing, “I wouldn’t mind, but I 
asked him to do a bit of voluntary work last week and he 
wouldn’t do it”. 

“Listen, ladies! Let me assure you that there is absolutely 
no money in farming – hard as I try, I end up a few grand 
to the bad at the end of every year,” I protested. 
“I see you have the course done,” laughed the first 
woman. 
“What course would that be?” I foolishly asked. 
“The farmers’ whinging course,” She declared. 
“They’re not real farmers until they have successfully 
completed the whinging course,” The woman with the 
voluntary work declared. 

“By the way! How many unpaid courses have you 
delivered so far this year?” I asked. 
“Ah! But I don’t owe the community a huge debt of 
gratitude,” She replied. 
“Neither do I,” I protested. 
“Didn’t you spend, how many years was it? In the Guards 
being looked after by the community.  Do you not feel 
that you’d like to give something back to the community 
as a way of saying, thanks?” she jovially declared. 
“I spent thirty years and seven months, to be precise, 
in the Guards risking life and limb looking after the 
community, surely you don’t begrudge me the small bit of 
a pension, as for the few bob I am making here – every 
cent of it is spent on the land and the cattle,” I truthfully 
replied. 

By Eugene Cassidy, Cavan Branch 

Eugene on foot patrol.

Eugene on mobile patrol!
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Garda Benevolent Trust Fund - 4th Floor, 
Phibsboro Tower, Phibsboro, Dublin 7

Tel: (01) 830 71 55
Fax: (01) 830 70 17

E-mail: info@gardabenevolent.ie 

www.gardabenevolent.ie

GARDA BENEVOLENT 
TRUST FUND

EDUCATION LOAN
Are you or one of 
your dependents 
going to college?

Garda Benevolent can 
offer Interest Free 
Education Loans

HARDSHIP 
SUPPORT

For those in genuine 
financial difficulty the 
Garda Hardship Fund 
has contingencies for 
support payments & 

offers debt 
counselling

DEATH BENEFIT
Ease the pain for 
those left behind.

Members are 
eligible to apply for 
a payment towards 

funeral costs

HOLIDAY HOMES
Garda Benevolent 
has holiday homes 
available for use by 

member families who 
have children with 

special needs



 At that juncture, she quoted a retired member of our 
mutual acquaintance who loves regaling people with 
tales about wealthy policemen.  Apparently, this retired 
member (who is notorious for his own wealth) told the 
woman with the voluntary work that there is no end to 
my money. 
“Why do you tell these people stuff like that?” I asked 
him one day on our way to the bookies. 
“It’s like this – if people want to be begrudging - I’m 
all for giving them plenty something to begrudge,” 
He declared before erupting into prolonged fits of 
uncontrolled laughter. 
 We weren’t long in the bookies before a particularly 
begrudging individual arrived and asked the wealthy 
retired member if he had had any luck. 
“I had a tip for that 33/1 winner.  I had fifty Euros on 
his nose – I just collected a grand and seven hundred,” 
The wealthy retired member declared as the blood visibly 
drained from begrudging lad’s countenance. 
 The All-Ireland Hurling Final was in Croke Park the 
next day.  The wealthy retired member suddenly produced 
two tickets for the match from his jacket pocket.  “I was 
handed these two ‘free’ premium tickets the other day – 
so myself and the wife will make a day of it tomorrow,” 
He declared. 
 When the begrudging man got his breath back, he 
enquired as to the health of the wealthy retired member’s 
wife. 
“She was never better; she retired last year with a 
hundred-grand-gratuity and now she getting more work 
than she can handle,” The wealthy retired member 
enthusiastically replied. 
 It had been a particularly sunny summer and I had 

spent much of it working outdoors in the garden and on 
the land.  The begrudging man’s attention turned to me, 
“Would you look at the colour of that Cassidy over there 
– where did he get all the sun?” He whispered. 
“Spends half his time holidaying in places like Greece and 
Spain, – you know, there’s no end to his money,” The 
wealthy retired member confided. 
“I heard he’s working all the time – taking a job that 
some young person could be doing,” The begrudging 
man suggested. 
“He’s on savage money altogether; then he has a farm of 
land and a herd of cattle that would take the sight out of 
your eyes,” The wealthy retired member obligingly added. 
 We actually backed no winners that day but the 
wealthy retired member couldn’t have been happier had 
he won the jackpot in the lottery. 
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TIME TO REFLECT ON 
PAST MEMORIES

THE OMEGA WATCH 

My Omega watch has stopped, never to tick again. 
It has spent almost 50 years on my wrist; through 

good times and not so good times. My local jeweller has 
told me that a part of it has broken, which cannot be 
replaced. It’s ticking days may be over, but I am never 
going to part with it, because it brings back so many 
memories. 
 When I look at my watch, my memory goes back 
to 4 October 1963. That was the day I was transferred 
to Dundalk Garda Station. I was getting married on 9 
October 1963. Twelve new Garda Houses had been built 
at Ard Easmuinn, Dundalk, but for some strange reason, 
married members were not looking to move to Dundalk, 
nor move into any of the houses.  
 I was stationed in Ashbourne at the time. I had 
applied for a transfer to Navan, but was offered Dundalk, 
if I took one of the houses. Hence, that’s how I ended up 
in Dundalk and started married life at 123 Ard Easmuinn. 
 Dundalk was a great town in which to be stationed. 
The Station Party at that time consisted of a few 
members who joined in the 1930s. However, it was 
mostly men in their mid-20s and mid-30s. They were a 
very united Station Party, more like one big family.  
 We all looked out for one another. We had a billiard 
room in the station and it felt sometimes more like a 
social club. At weekends, when anti-social behaviour 
was a problem in the town, there were always off-duty 
members in the billiard room who were available to lend 
a hand if necessary. When on duty, I always knew there 
was back-up if I needed it. 

‘TROUBLES’ SPREAD ACROSS BORDER 
In 1969, what became known as ‘The Troubles’ started in 
Northern Ireland. By 1971, the troubles started to spread 

into border towns. At one stage, incendiary devices 
were being left in supermarkets and shops in Dundalk. 
Owners and employees at these premises were constantly 
searching their premises. Indeed, a number of these 
devices were found before they exploded.  
 In late Autumn 1971, I was attached to Unit C. One 
night, I was detailed to patrol Beats 2 and 3 from 10pm 
to 6am. At about 1am, I was patrolling Clonbrassil St, 
checking doors of premises. I was checking a licensed 
premises when I saw smoke coming from underneath 
the door. It was clear there was a fire on the premises. I 
contacted the station, which in turn contacted the fire 
brigade. They arrived after a short period and quickly 
proceeded to deal with the fire.  
 Beside the licensed premises was a small jewellery 
shop. I knew the owner, Liam Dufner, as he was married 
to a daughter of Garda Tom Brophy, also stationed in 
Dundalk. He lived close by, so I ran to his house and told 
him about the fire.  

SAVING JEWELLERY STOCK FROM THE FIRE 
We both got into his car and drove to his shop. There 

It may have stopped ticking, but the 
Omega watch which he has held so 
dear for close to 50 years holds fond 
memories for Andrew J. Kenny, Offaly 
Branch. He recalls the time he reported 
a fire incident on a premises in Dundalk 
in the late autumn of 1971 that 
inadvertently brought the watch to his 
front door the very next day. 

“When I look at my watch, my memory goes back to 4 
October 1963 – the day I was transferred to Dundalk 
Garda Station.” 



we removed all his stock from the 
shop to his care, which he took 
safely home. Smoke was filling his 
shop as we were saving his stock. 
The licensed premises were badly 
damaged and it was suspected 
that the fire was started with an 
incendiary device. 
 I finished my tour of duty at 
6am and got to bed at around 7am. 
When I got up at 3pm, my wife 
Margaret handed me a small parcel. 
She said that a man, whom she 
didn’t know, had called to the house 
and left that parcel for me.  
 When I opened it, there was the 
Omega watch. I was a bit shocked 
when I saw it. I knew who had left 
it, so I went back to the owner of 
the jewellery shop to give it back. He 
refused to take it. He told me he had 
no insurance on the stock and only 
for me calling him, he would have 
lost everything. His premises were 
badly smoke-damaged by the fire. 

FAMILY MEMORIES AND KEEPSAKES 
Years later, I brought my grand-
daughters there to buy jewellery. 
Now sadly, Dufner’s Jewellers has 
closed as a business, but remains a 
place of memories and keepsakes for 
us as a family. 
 Life with my faithful Omega 
watch began almost 50 years ago. 
I will keep it safe, with memories 
of my comrades in Dundalk Garda 
Station, most of whom are now with 
God. Some are still enjoying life in 
Dundalk. Hang in there lads and stay 
safe!  

THE OMEGA WATCH 
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GARDA MEMORIAL AT 
ST MARY’S, THURLES 

“Dundalk was a great town in which to be stationed…..we all looked out for 
one another.” 

Garda Commissioner Noel Conroy 
and John Wort, Chairman of 
Durlas Eile, Eliogarty Memorial 
Committee, pictured at the 
ceremony in 2005. 
 

The first ceremony held in Thurles for 
all members of An Garda Síochána, 
who died in the line of duty, took place 
on 27 October 2005. The memorial 
was erected by the Durlas Eile 
Eliogarty Memorial Committee and An 
Garda Síochána and was unveiled by 
the then Garda Commissioner Noel 
Conroy and John Wort, Chairman of 
the Memorial Committee. 
 The erection of the Garda 
Memorial in St Mary’s in Thurles in 
2005 was a very special day in the 
Memorial Committee’s history, An 
Garda Síochána and for Thurles. The 
then Chief Superintendent, Pat Murray, 
commented that An Garda Síochána 
was deeply appreciative of the support 
of the entire Memorial Committee and 
the people of Thurles. 
 The Memorial was blessed by 
His Grace, Most Rev. Dermot Clifford 
Archbishop of Cashel and Emly, Rev. 
Peter Colebaker, Church of Ireland and 
Fr Eugene Everard. Wreaths were laid 
by the Memorial while the Garda Band 
provided the music. 



Our social events are so important 
to members and everyone is 

missing the company, while the 
thoughts of something to plan and 
look forward to form a big part of our 
social trips.  

JANUARY IN ENNISTYMON 
Our ever-popular outing in January 
2021 returns to the fantastic four-
star Falls Hotel in Ennistymon on 24 
January for a four-night stay, including 
dinner, B&B, evening entertainment, 
full use of leisure centre and lots more. 
 Once again, our annual Talent 
Competition will take place with 
fantastic prizes for winners and 
runners-up. We will have a day 
trip and also our Annual Mass to 
remember deceased members, and we 
will be conscious of those who have 
been affected by the coronavirus. 
 We have acquired an amazing 
deal for this four-day trip, costing 
only €225 per person sharing, with a 
single room supplement of just €5 per 

night extra – an unbelievable deal for 
this superb hotel. We have a good list 
of names for this lovely break but as 
we are so very aware at the moment 
everything is much in the balance 
depending on the pandemic. 
 Hopefully when you read this, 
the case numbers will have stabilised 
and we may hope for a vaccine in the 
not-too-distant future. Our plan for 
Ennistymon will be reviewed in early 
January and if it is deemed safe to 
travel, we will do our best to get there, 
but as usual the health and safety of 
members is our utmost priority. If we 
cannot travel in January, we will defer 
to late spring, and The Falls Hotel will 
hold the price for us. 

KEEP SAFE AND POSITIVE 
In the meantime, keep well and safe 
and try to keep as busy and positive 
as possible – all of this is so important 
for our physical and mental health and 
wellbeing. This year has been one of 
such enormous change to all of our 
lives. When we return to what was 

our normal, everyone will embrace 
their freedom and set forward with a 
renewed zest for travel and gatherings. 
 Until we meet again and, on 
behalf of GSRMA Social Committee, 
we wish you a very Happy Christmas 
and good health and every happiness 
and a Covid-19 free 2021. Remember, 
though these times are difficult, they 
are only a short phase of our lives. Stay 
safe and stay well. 

Booking: If you wish to put your name 
on our list for the trip to The Falls 
Hotel in Ennistymon please contact 
Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank 
Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679 or Michael 
O’Riordan on 086-8177985. 

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 

ANNUAL TRIP TO THE 
FALLS HOTEL  

The GSRMA Social Committee plans to go ahead with the annual trip to the Falls Hotel 
in Ennistymon in January. However, Marie Roche, GSRMA Central Committee and Naas 
Branch, says that if the trip is deferred due to the pandemic, it will take place in late spring. 
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Marie Roche is GSRMA Vice-
President and a member of the 
Central Committee. Marie represents 
the Naas Branch and is also the Chair 
of the GSRMA’s Social Committee, 
and together with Frank Fitzpatrick 
and Michael O’Riordan, they seek 
out the best value and venues for 
members engaging with the social 
outings. 
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
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Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)         Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:
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Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available

102  Síocháin 

 

  

APPLICATION FORM 

 

 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com  
Website www.gardaretired.com  
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I, .................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to …………………………………….. Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No: ................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address: ………………………………………….… Year of Birth: ……..……………………  
 
I will abide by GSRMA policies on becoming a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.  
The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) Policy & Consent Form are available on our website in the Members’  
Only Area. You must register online to gain access to the Members’ Area.  
 
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ................................................................................. 
 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.  
 
Signature: .......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                             . 
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APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I, .................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to …………………………………….. Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No: ................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address: ………………………………………….… Year of Birth: ……..……………………  
 
I will abide by GSRMA policies on becoming a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.  
The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) Policy & Consent Form are available on our website in the Members’  
Only Area. You must register online to gain access to the Members’ Area.  
 
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ................................................................................. 
 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.  
 
Signature: .......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                             . 
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES 

 
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay 
Parity was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its 
present title. The objectives of the Association are:  
 

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members; 

(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose 

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, 
Garda Welfare Committees, Alliance of Retired Public Servants and National Federation of Pensioners’ 
Associations. 
 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations). 

b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 

c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com). 

d) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Tax Advisor – First Consultation FREE. 

e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Social Welfare Advisor – First Consultation FREE. 

f) Access to Association members’ deals nationwide. NEW! GRA DISCOUNT SCHEME ACCESS 

g) Access to GSRMA Personal Accident Policy. NEW! 

h) Access to GSRMA Trips nationwide and abroad – Special rates for members.   

i) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members. 

j) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws  

k) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws. 

l) Web Users Draw each quarter. 

m) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times. 

n) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events 

o) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level 

p) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members  

q) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products  

r) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement. 

 
WHO MAY JOIN: 
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions. 
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.  
 
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association  
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street 
Dublin 8        
Tel:   (01) 4781525 
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com    
Website: www.gardaretired.com      GSRMA House follow us on 

 



BERNARD A. WALSH
Fethard, Co. Tipperary         
Birthplace: Fethard, Co 
Tipperary          
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No: 15398B
Date of Retirement: 
9 June 1994        
Date of Death: 
30 November 2019

Bernard was born in Fethard, Co. 
Tipperary in 1941 and was the son of 
Garda Bernard J. Walsh. He joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1963 and served for 
30 years. In 1964 Bernard was proud to 
be part of the first group of recruits that 
graduated from the newly-opened Garda 
Training Centre in Templemore.
 Bernard’s first post was in Listowel, 
Co. Kerry and he remained a Guard 
in Co. Kerry for ten years, stationed in 
Ballybunion, Lixnaw, Barraduff and lastly 
Tralee. It was while stationed in Listowel 
that Bernard met his wife Kay and they 
married in September 1966. 
 While stationed in Tralee Bernard and 
Kay had three daughters, Maura, Elaine 
and Anne. On appointment to detective, 
in 1974, Bernard and his family moved 
to Limerick and Bernard was stationed at 
Henry Street Garda Station where he spent 
18 years. 
 While in Henry Street he was part of 
the security operation for the visits of Pope 
John Paul II and President Ronald Regan.  
During that time, Bernard and Kay’s 
daughters Karen and Lisa were born. Prior 
to retiring, in 1994, Bernard moved back 

to his home in Fethard, Co. Tipperary and 
spent two years stationed in Thurles Garda 
Station. 
 Bernard and Kay spent many a happy 
holiday with the retired Garda members 
travelling around Europe and Ireland.  
During his retirement years Bernard spent 
his time doing many of his favourite 
things - gardening, singing in the church 
choir, visiting family - and he loved being 
surrounded by his grandchildren.  
 The family wishes to thank everybody 
for their condolence messages, particularly 
the staff of St Vincent’s Hospital for their 
unfailing care and support. 
 Bernard is survived by his wife Kay, his 
sister Rita, his daughters Maura, Elaine, 
Anne, Karen and Lisa, his sons-in law 
Sean, Malachy, Gearoid and Tariq, his 
grandchildren, Ruairí, Molly, Ceara, Tom, 
Ellen, Anna, Juliette, Oisín, Daniel, Noah 
and Isaac. 
 Bernard was well regarded by those 
who knew him and will be fondly 
remembered by his close-knit circle of 
family and friends.

Ar dhéis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

Jim died peacefully on 25 May in the 
loving care of Our Lady’s Hospice, Harolds 
Cross, with his wife of 54 years, Maura 
and family by his side.
 Born in Kilbeggan in 1941, Jim joined 
An Garda Siochána in 1961 and served 
briefly in Kiltycloghar, Carbury & Naas 
before joining the Transport Section in 
the Garda Depot, Phoenix Park. He drove 
many ministers including the late Tom 
O’Donnell, Brian Lenihan Sr., Dr. Patrick 
Hilliary and finally Taoiseach Jack Lynch.
Jim was immersed in the GAA.since his 
primary school years and later in C.B.S. 
Tullamore. He was equally good at hurling 
and football. One of his big achievements 
was playing senior, junior and minor 
hurling for Westmeath as a goalkeeper. 
 However, his main allegiance was to 
Kilbeggan Shamrocks where they won 
Junior hurling and football championships 
in 1959, an intermediate football 

championship in 1961 and a junior 
football championship in 1965. He never 
lost his love for the games. He was also 
a member of Westmanstown Garda Golf 
club from its foundation until recent years.
 Thanks to everyone who passed on 
messages of condolence on RIP.ie who 
could not attend the funeral due to the 
covid restrictions. 
 Jim lived in Lucan for 52 years and 
we extend our thanks to our friends and 
neighbours who turned out to say a final 
farewell to him as his funeral passed 
through Roselawn and Ballydowd Grove.
 Jim is greatly missed by his wife Maura, 
sons Kieran and John, daughter Mary, 
grandchildren Laura, Shayne, Suzannah 
& Simon, his daughters in law Cora and 
Alicia, and his brother Pat, with whom he 
had a special bond. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis. 

JIM LYNAGH 
Lucan, Dublin
Birthplace: Kilbeggan, 
Co. Westmeath
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No:  14687M
Date of Death: 
25 May 2020
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JOSEPH (JOE) CONNOLLY
39 Merville Drive, 
Clareview,
Limerick. 
Rank: D/Garda 
Reg. No: 14179H
Date of Death: 15 
December 2017
 

JOHN BARRY 
Malahide, Dublin
Birthplace: Freemount, 
Co. Cork
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 13844D
Date of Death: 
1 August 2020

Born into Galway’s foot-balling heartland 
on 27 June 1936, Joe was raised in 
Milltown, Tuam where he learned and 
played football with his local GAA club, 
Milltown. He was the third eldest of five 
boys and two girls born to farmers Martin 
and Nora Connolly. On completing his 
education Joe, did as was expected back 
then, assisted on the family farm for a 
time prior to joining An Gárda Síochána in 
June 1960. 
 In joining he was following in the 
footsteps of his older brother Padraic who 
served in Castlebar County Mayo and 
was later followed by his younger brother 
Brendan who served in Ballincollig, County 
Cork. 
 Following his training at the Gárda 
Depot in the Phoenix Park, Dublin he was 
transferred to Adare, County Limerick 
where he remained for a short time before 
moving to Divisional Headquarters at 
William Street, Limerick City. Here he was 
selected for training and became one of 
the first official Garda motorcyclist in the 
city. 
 His love of football continued in his 
adopted county where he was rewarded 
with a senior County Championship medal 
in 1962 while playing with Old Christians 
Club, at their first attempt. He later joined 
Saint Patrick’s GAA Club and went on 
to play rugby with Garryowen. On 22 
September 1965 Joe married nurse Kitty 

Clancy from Kilnaboy, Corofin, County 
Clare. 
 They had three children, Sean, Enda 
(Sergeant in Dun Laoghaire) and Ronan. 
He was appointed to Special Branch 
in 1968 moving to the new Divisional 
Headquarters at Henry Street when it 
opened in 1977. He then moved into the 
Crime Office in 1978. During his leisure 
time he took up golf which he played 
in Castletroy winning the Tirconnell 
Cup in1981. He was a devoted family 
man with a particular love for his nine 
grandchildren.
 Joe retired on 26 June 1993 after 33 
years’ service. In retirement he continued 
to enjoy his golf as well as playing 
cards with his various groups of retired 
colleagues while maintaining his interest in 
Galway Football. 
 On 15 December 2017 Joe passed 
away peacefully after a long illness 
surrounded by his loving wife and family 
and in the wonderful care of the staff at 
Milford Hospice, Castletroy, Limerick. 
 The family would like to thank all who 
attended his funeral, sent Mass cards, 
letters of sympathy and in particular to the 
members of An Garda  Síochána and his 
retired former colleagues for their kindness 
in providing a much appreciated guard of 
honour.

May he Rest in Peace

Early Saturday morning 1 August 2020 John 
passed away in his sleep at his childhood 
home on the farm in Freemount, Co. Cork. 
He actually passed in the bedroom where 
he was born 81 years ago giving a sense of 
destiny and of completing the cycle of life. 
 John went to boarding school at St. 
Colman’s College Fermoy in Cork with his 
three brothers. After leaving St. Colman’s 
the expectation was that he would take 
over the farm but rather he chose to join 
the Guards and at the tender age of 18 was 
doing the beat in Scariff, Co Clare. 
 Having spent 38 years in the Guards, 
he was proud of the fact that he never 
once used his baton working mainly in the 
Detective Branch in the Bridewell Station, 
covering areas in Dublin’s north inner city. 
 A section of the book ‘Stonybatter’ is 

devoted to John, quoting him at age 52, 
describing his life on the beat in this famous 
part of Dublin.
 After the Bridewell he moved to 
Whitehall Garda Station where he went 
back to uniform as a sergeant until his 
retirement in 1995. Colleagues recall John 
as the ‘laughing policeman’ always with a 
smile on his face and the ability to lighten 
up a room.
 After leaving the Gardaí, he never 
stopped working, keen to continue 
learning. Notable jobs along the way 
include:
- Film Actor – in Adverts & Movies – 
rubbing shoulders with the likes of Sean 
Connery, Michael Caine and Tom Cruise.
- As a hospital radio DJ. 
- Horse owner – he was part owner of 



a horse called ‘Mr Red Vic’. One of his 
proudest moments was walking the horse 
into the winner’s enclosure.
- Gardener – When he couldn’t be in the 
fields he loved helping his kids to up-keep 
their gardens.
- Singer – With the Garda Male Voice 
Choir and other Church Choirs and he was 
always the first one to sing at house parties. 
He loved the craic of a good sing along.

In later years John played golf faithfully 
every Wednesday with a close circle of 
friends in Westmanstown and he started 
to learn and play Bridge.  A particular 
noteworthy period of John’s life was the 
work he undertook to help those who 
suffered during the brutal war in former 
Yugoslavia in the early 90s with Kay his 
wife, a number of others including Santry 
Garda station. 

 Kay, with the support of John, founded 
Irish Bosnia Aid and sent tonnes of food, 
medicines and other supplies to the area. 
From this great work Kay won the ‘Irish 
Independent Woman of the Year’ Award 
and came second in the European Woman 
of the Year achieved with the support of 
John. 
 Since his passing the family have 
received numerous calls from Bosnia 
with people expressing their condolence 
and thanks for all the lifesaving work 
undertaken by John – a true mark of the 
selfless, loving, gentleman that John was.  
 He will be sadly missed by Kay, children 
John, Catherine, Maria and Linda and his 
wider family including Noreen, his last 
remaining sibling.

May he Rest in Peace

JOHN DRISCOLL 
Deanswood Place,
Togher Cork.
Birthplace:  Ballycotton,  
Co. Cork.
Rank:  Garda Sergeant
Reg. No:  10332B
Date of Death: 
14 March 2020.
 

John was the youngest in a family of eight 
children raised in the East Cork coastal 
village of Ballycotton which played a huge 
part in developing his love for sport and his 
skills as a footballer. After completing his 
education he followed the footsteps of his 
brother Paddy (10011M) to join An Garda 
Síochána on 9 April 1953.  
 On completion of training at Phoenix 
Park Depot, recruit Garda John Driscoll was 
allocated to Santry in Dublin North and 
later he was transferred to Lucan station.  
After three years’ service he was delighted 
to get a transfer to Watercourse Road 
Station, Cork City and became a great 
asset to the Cork Garda Football Club.
 Shortly afterwards he was appointed 
the first Garda motorcyclist in Cork.  A 
few years later he served as official driver 
of the Cork City North District patrol-car 
with colleagues Paddy Culligan and Andy 
Scannell. 
 In 1959, John married Kathleen a native 
of Caheragh near Drimoleague and they 
reared a family of three: Fiachra, Thérése 
and Finian. Promotion in 1963 resulted in 
an appointment as Sergeant incharge of 
Charleville in North Cork.  Later he went to 
serve as Sergeant incharge of Passage West 
in Cork Harbour. 
 In the late 1960s, he moved to the 
Bridewell Station, Cork from where he was 
appointed the first Crime Prevention Officer 

for Cork City.  After 12 years he retired 
from the force in 1983.  For a further seven 
years he enjoyed working for the Irish 
Musical Rights Organisation (IMRO).
 Football was always part of John’s life.  
During his school days he won Corn Uí 
Mhuiri and Simcox Cup football medals 
with Rochestown College, Cork.  He 
treasured the two Cork Senior Football 
medals he won with St. Finbarr’s Club in 
1956 and 1959.  Subsequently, he served 
as a selector with the Barr’s Senior Football 
teams and served as their Club Chairman 
during the seventies. 
 John gave of his spare time to work 
with the Sick Poor Society in Cork for many 
years.  He enjoyed a happy retirement with 
Kathleen, swimming a couple of times 
a week, looking after grandchildren and 
travelling the length and breadth of Ireland 
in his beloved dormobile camper van. 
 At the time of his death, he was one of 
the longest serving GSRMA members in the 
Cork City. His brother Paddy, a famed Cork 
footballer (1948-59) served as President of 
the Garda Síochána Pensioners’ Association 
(1989-1991).
 Fiachra, Thérése and Finian wish to 
express their thanks to serving and retired 
Gardaí who sent messages of condolences.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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JOSEPH NEVILLE
Dundrum, Dublin 16
Birthplace: Castlegregory, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 13041K
Retired: 1995
Date of Death: 
17 April 2020

Joe was born in Castlegregory in October 
1935 to Teresa O’Dowd and Jeremiah 
Neville.  
 He was the second of three children.  
He grew up in Tralee and attended the 
National School in Edward Street and the 
Secondary School in the Green. 
 He was a keen sportsman who played 
football for Austin Stack’s Club, did some 
amateur boxing and won medals in both 
sports.  Joe was also a greyhound racing 
enthusiast and was a frequent visitor 
to Shelbourne Park and Harold’s Cross 
Greyhound Stadiums.
 He joined the Garda Síochána in 1956 
and served for 39 years until his retirement 
in 1995.  His first posting was to Portlaoise 
and a year later he joined Kevin Street 
Garda Station.  Joe spent some years on 
border duty before becoming a Sergeant 
and subsequently served in Harcourt 
Terrace and Dundrum Garda stations.  
 In 1961 he married Patricia O’Donovan, 
also a native of Tralee.  They had three 
daughters, Catherine, Mary and Ann, 
and lived in Dundrum, Co. Dublin all their 
married life.  When Joe wasn’t working he 

was active outdoors – walking, gardening, 
doing DIY jobs for himself and his 
neighbours.
 Summer holidays were always spent in 
Patricia’s family home in Cloonbeg Terrace, 
Tralee where Joe is remembered fondly.  
Joe loved Kerry and the outdoor life and 
made many visits out to Cloghane in 
Brandon where his sister Philomena lived 
until her death in 1989.  His links with 
Brandon continued as his daughter Mary, 
an artist, lives there now. 
 Joe passed away in the Four Ferns 
Nursing Home in Foxrock, Dublin on 17 
April 2020. He is survived by his wife 
and daughters, his grandchildren and his 
brother Fr Tony Neville who lives in Recess, 
Co. Galway. 
 His family would like to thank all 
those who sent messages and cards, and 
in particular, the members of An Garda 
Síochána and GSRMA who provided a 
Guard of Honour at his home in Dundrum 
on the day of his burial.

May he Rest in Peace.

MARGARET HEGARTY  
(NEE KILCOYNE) 
Raheny, Dublin 
Wife of John Hegarty 
Reg No.: 15502
Birthplace: Kilsallagh,   
Co Mayo       
Date of Death: 
11 January 2020
 

The death took place of Margaret Hegarty, 
wife of former SDU Sergeant John Hegarty 
(15502), on 11 January last. She was 
predeceased by John in October 2016. 
 Margaret was born at the family 
home in Kilsallagh, Co Mayo on February 
25, 1942. She completed her secondary 
education at St Joseph’s boarding school 
in Castlebar and headed to London in 
1959, aged 17.   There she qualified as a 
state-registered nurse and midwife from 
the Whittington Hospital and City of 
London Maternity Hospital respectively. 
 Margaret returned to Mayo where she 
first met John while working at Castlebar 
General Hospital.   They were married 
in Lecanvey, Co Mayo in 1967 and had 
their first home in Ballinasloe, Co Galway, 
where John was stationed as a guard.   
 In 1968, Margaret and John moved to 
Dublin where they settled in Raheny for 
the next five decades and reared three 
children - David, Rachel and Shane. 

 She had a strong combination of 
compassion and empathy to go with an 
unfailingly positive outlook on life.  After 
Castlebar, she worked at the Rotunda, the 
Mater, St James’s in Dublin, as well as St 
Joseph’s in Raheny and for many years, in 
private nursing.
 In retirement, she and John had some 
wonderful experiences travelling the 
world, often with the Garda Travel Club 
and they enjoyed their lives to the full as 
their grandchildren arrived. 
 After John’s passing, Margaret 
continued to travel with Garda groups and 
felt a strong affinity with the extended 
Garda community, as did all the family.
 David, Rachel and Shane would like to 
sincerely thank Jude Murphy, Nora Drew, 
and all of John’s former colleagues and 
friends who offered their respects.

May her soul Rest in Peace.
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MICHAEL (MICK) CLONEY
Fermoy, Co. Cork
Birthplace: New Ross, 
Co. Wexford
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 14675G
Date of Death: 
25 August 2020

Michael (Mick) Cloney was a proud and 
distinguished member of An Garda 
Síochána. Mick was born on 15 January 
1940 in New Ross, Co. Wexford. It was in 
his hometown that he met his beautiful 
wife Betty and they were married on 28 
August 1962. Mick was first stationed in 
Bandon, Co. Cork (1962-1973) and then 
in Fermoy, Co. Cork on his promotion 
to sergeant in 1973. Mick served the 
communities of his adopted county with 
pride. 
 In 1983 Mick was appointed to the 
position of crime-prevention officer for the 
district of Fermoy; this was the first post 
of its kind outside the cities of Dublin and 
Cork and a tremendous honour for Mick. 
He loved to engage with the community 
and was very active in his role as crime-
prevention officer. 
 In his personal time Mick was 
involved in the Fermoy Handball Club 
serving a term as its chairman; he was 
also honoured with a Muintir na Tíre 
community service award, and in later 
years became a highly involved member 
of Fermoy Community Youth Centre, as 
well as working with local Neighbourhood 
Watch and Residents’ Associations.
 Mick retired in January 1997, following 
35 years exemplary service. Mick was 
never one to waste a minute of his day 
and in retirement he spent his time doing 
the things he loved: taking countless trips 
with Betty, visiting family in America, 
spending time with his grandchildren 
and great-granddaughter, golfing, and 

gardening. 
 Mick passed away peacefully at his 
home on 25 August 2020, surrounded 
by his loving family. In his eulogy, Mick’s 
son Michael spoke of his father as a man 
who was always there for those who 
needed him, described by everyone who 
knew him as a gentleman; a man who 
was so loved and welcomed that he had 
his own seat in every house he visited; a 
man who was the very embodiment of the 
word “family” and all the promises and 
commitment that word held. 
 Mick’s grandchildren describe 
him as being kind, a fighter, patient, 
compassionate, and fun. Mick’s legacy of 
passionate and dedicated service to his 
community lives on in the memories of the 
people of Fermoy. 
 Mick is survived by his wife Betty, 
children Michael, Paul, Damian, and 
Martina, daughters-in-law Annamarie 
and Anna-Marie, nine grandchildren, and 
great-granddaughter. His funeral mass was 
held in St. Patrick’s Church, Fermoy where 
his former colleagues provided a guard of 
honour. 
 The funeral cortege passed through 
the town of Fermoy where many locals 
lined the streets to pay their respects, 
the cortege also passed Fermoy Garda 
Station where local gardaí, including the 
Superintendent, stood to attention as he 
passed. He was laid to rest in Kilcrumper 
(New) Cemetery. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis. 

MICHAEL J. O’SULLIVAN
Manor Hill
Ballincollig, Cork.
Birthplace: Adrigole, 
Co. Cork.
Rank: Garda.
Reg. No. 14082A
Date of Death: 
26 June 2020

After completing his education Michael 
enjoyed his first job, working as a relief 
postman in the Beara Peninsula.  Later 
he went to join his brother and sisters in 
London where he worked for the Heinz 
Food Processing Company.  
 At well over six feet tall, he was 
attracted to a Garda recruitment 
advertisement and returned home to 
study for a Garda entrance examination 
held in January 1959.  His studies proved 
worthwhile and on 12 November 1959 
he was one of 51 recruits attested to the 
force at the Phoenix Park Garda Depot. 
In the Spring of 1960 he was allocated 
to Finglas and subsequently served at 
Cabra, Stepaside, Blackrock and Dundrum 

stations.  He successfully completed car 
courses at Garda Headquarters and for 
a period was attached to the Ministerial 
Driving Unit.
 While working in Dublin he met and 
fell in love with a Tipperary lady from 
Roscrea, Catherine (Kay) Normoyle. The 
couple married in November 1962 and 
reared a family of three – Elaine, Michael 
and Emma.
 In 1975, Michael took a transfer 
to Cork where his family set up home 
in Ballincollig.  He served one year at 
Glanmire Garda station and the remainder 
of his service was with the Cork Garda 
Divisional Traffic Corps. He retired from 
the force on 2 June 1996.126 Francis Street, Dublin 8, Ireland, D08 E0C3 

+353 (0)1 453 0311 • info@oreillysfineart.com   
PSRA LICENCE NO: 003688 

For more information 
www.oreillysfineart.com 

BID  LIVE  ONLINE  FOR  £3
PER  AUCTION

Auctioneers of Fine Jewellery, Watches & Silver 
Monthly auctions specialising in antique, vintage and modern jewellery,  
watches and silver located in the heart of Dublin's antique quarter. 

Valuation for sale, insurance and probate purposes also available by appointment. 

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  C O N S I G N
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Michael was proud of his native place 
where he was born and reared by his 
parents Paddy and Bridge McGrath.  The 
eldest in a family of seven he had six 
brothers and a sister for loyal support in 
the Model Village associated with the 
establishment of Muintir na Tíre. 
 After completing his primary 
education at Bansha National School, 
Michael attended Abbey CBS Tipperary 
Town where he completed the Leaving 
Certificate examination. Shortly 
afterwards he gained employment at 
Noyeks timber factory, Parnell Street, 
Dublin.
 During his youth Michael enjoyed 
playing football with the local Galtee 
Rovers Club in Bansha. He played a 
pivotal role assisting Galtee Rovers Club 
win the 1965 Tipperary Juvenile football 
championship. This achievement and 
experience of team participation gave 
him a lifelong interest in all sport. As a 
result Michael treasured going to GAA 
games especially when it was a Cork –v- 
Tipperary match.
 On Wednesday, 8 March 1972, he 
was one of 50 recruit Gardai to join 
the force at the Garda Training Centre, 
Templemore.  The occasion brought pride 
and joy to his family in nearby Bansha.  
A mere 20 days later, Recruit Garda 
McGrath heard the devastating and tragic 
news when eight of his former work 
colleagues died in an accidental fire at 
Noyeks timber factory, Dublin.  Support 
from his recruit colleagues saw him 
complete the 18 weeks trainings at the 

Garda Training Centre.
 Following a passing-out parade on 
13 July 1972, recruit Garda Michael 
McGrath was allocated to Barrack Street 
Station, Cork.  He settled well at Barrack 
Street performing duty for six years on 
Unit “D”.  After completing the standard 
car course in 1978 he was allocated to 
Unit “B” and appointed official driver 
for the Cork South District patrol-car.  
His supervisors regarded him as loyal, 
efficient and dependable.  His later years 
were spent at Anglesea Street Station 
working with the staff in the Garda 
Divisional communications centre.  He 
retired from the force on 20 August 
2005.
 Michael met his wife Ann of 46 years 
in the Stardust Nightclub, Cork.  The 
couple reared a family of three: Linda, 
Michelle and Ann-Marie. His sudden 
illness came as a huge shock to his family.  
He is deeply missed by his family and 
in particular by grandchildren:  Dylan, 
Caoimhe, Jonathan, Tara, Taylor, Emer, 
Charlie and Darragh.
 The large turn-out at Michael’s 
removal and requiem Mass was a great 
comfort to the McGrath families.  The 
guard of honour showed how much 
Michael was respected by his colleagues.
 Ann and the McGrath family wish 
to acknowledge the many expressions 
of sympathy from friends, neighbours, 
serving and retired Garda colleagues. 

May he Rest in Peace.

MICHAEL (MICK) 
MCGRATH
Island Way, Muskerry 
Estate, 
Ballincollig, Cork.
Birthplace: Bansha,  
Co. Tipperary.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 18271M
Date of Death:    
11 December 2019

 After retirement he worked a short 
period on the staff of St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union before accepting a role as 
driver to Circuit Court Judge John C. 
Clifford. He enjoyed close on 10 years 
travelling to various court sittings around 
Munster.
 In recent years Michael’s health 
deteriorated and about three and a 
half years ago he became a resident at 
Ballincollig Community Nursing Unit. Kay 
and the O’Sullivan family wish to convey 
sincere thanks to the medical team 
and staff for their wonderful care and 
attention afforded to Michael. 

 They also wish to acknowledge 
members of An Garda Síochána who 
provided a Garda Escort at Michael’s 
funeral and the many retired Garda 
colleagues who performed a Guard of 
Honour. 
 These were of immense support and 
comfort at such a sad and difficult time 
for his wife Kay, daughters Elaine and 
Emma, son Michael and grandchildren 
Stephen, Anne, Michael, James, Adam, 
Lucy and Mia. 
 
May he Rest in Peace.
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NOEL POWER
Crooke, Passage East,
Co. Waterford
Birthplace: Knocklong,  
Co. Limerick
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 17443B
Retired: 15 August 2006
Date of Death: 
8 October 2019

Noel was born on 1 January1950 in 
Knocklong, Co. Limerick and joined 
An Garda Síochána on 16 April 1969.  
Following the Passing-Out Parade he was 
allocated to Waterford on 22 August 
1969. 
 On 20 July 1971 Noel was transferred 
to Passage East where he settled quickly 
into the local community, here he met 
his wife Mona (Mary) Hearne.   Noel 
was transferred back to Waterford on 8 
October 1975 where he served until his 
retirement on 15 August 2006.
 In 1977 Noel and Mona married. They 
had two children Sinéad and Niall and 
five grandchildren, Leah, Saoirse, Cillian, 
Keeley and Jamie. Noel had a love for 
hurling, having played corner-back for 
Garryspillane in Co. Limerick and followed 
Limerick all his life.  
 He sported the Black and Amber for 
Garryspillane and the Green and White 
for Limerick with pride. Noel was elated 
to visit and welcome the Liam McCarthy 
Cup to his neighbouring parish Galbally 
in 2018. He often returned to Knocklong 
when Garryspillane were in a semi or 
county final.
 Noel settled well into retirement. He 
loved gardening and took great pleasure 
in his garden and vegetable patch. He 
loved the produce from the garden and 

shared them with family and friends. Noel 
took great enjoyment in teaching his 
grand-children the joys of gardening. He 
also helped with the maintenance of the 
local Community Playschool Service and 
his local Parish Church where he will be 
sadly missed. 
 Noel was one of the first members of 
the local Waterford Estuary Men’s Shed 
(WEMS). He was involved in projects from 
renovating and repairing furniture, making 
Buddy Benches for the local schools and 
playschool, making planters, birdfeeders 
and supplying kippins for the fire for 
senior citizens.
 The Men’s Shed was a huge part of 
Noel’s life and he wrote a tribute to the 
men’s shed in the early days of his illness. 
As a family we hope Noel’s tribute inspires 
someone else to become involved in their 
local men’s shed, which was Noel’s legacy.
 Noel is sadly missed by his wife 
Mona, children Sinéad and Niall, his five 
grandchildren, his brother Billy, sisters 
Marie, Anne, Alice, son-in-law Seamie, 
daughter-in-law Charlene, brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews and 
extended family and friends. He was 
predeceased by his parents Jimmy and 
Mary and his brothers Jim and Ger.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam

PATRICK REIDY
Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Birthplace: Ballymacelligott, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 09942B
Retired: 1988
Date of Death: 
1 August 2020

 

Patrick (Paddy) Reidy was born in 1926 
in Ballymacelligott, County Kerry. Born 
and reared to a farming family. He 
was extremely proud to join An Garda 
Siochana in November 1947, being posted 
to Bantry for a short period. 
 He then transferred to Valentia Island 
where he spent many happy years. He 
loved island life and proudly represented 
the Young Islanders on local GAA fields. 
Moves to Waterville and Sneem followed, 
being promoted to sergeant in Sneem in 
1960. He spent many happy years in these 
villages, again playing with the local GAA 
teams, before moving to Caherciveen 
in 1965 with his then young family. He 
remained in Caherciveen for the rest of his 
career until his retirement in 1989, after 
41 years’ service.
 Caherciveen Garda Station was known 
as a great training station for new Garda 

recruits. Paddy provided kind words and 
steady guidance to these young recruits, 
as they progressed their careers. He would 
have been a very proud man on the day of 
his burial, receiving guards of honour from 
his Garda colleagues, St Mary’s, Waterville 
and Valentia Young Islanders GAA clubs 
and from the Caherciveen Credit Union 
and Men’s Shed – a fitting send-off for a 
great community man.
 He had the unique distinction of 
playing football with Valentia, Waterville 
and Sneem, as well as South Kerry, 
winning numerous South Kerry 
championships, as well as county 
championships with Waterville and South 
Kerry. 
 His love of the GAA ran deep and 
many a happy day was had following 
his beloved Kerry. He loved coaching 
underage teams, particularly under 12s, 

Glenturas Construction’s particular 
expertise lies in windfarm work where we 
carry out large volumes of cable laying 
and the construction of the associated 
sub-station control buildings. We have 
also undertaken large scale groundwork 
projects in sub-contract format. This work 
takes us all over Ireland and mainland UK.

Over this last 7 years we have continued to 
expand and have also moved 
into the social housing sector in the 
Principal Contractor role.  We have the 
professionalism to take a project from 
planning stage right through to completion 
stage whilst continually offering a high level 
of workmanship. 

The projects we have completed to date 
are testament to the diversity of our skills/
expertise and how we take care of the 
finer details ensuring that every project 
is precision engineered to the client’s 
satisfaction.

GLENTURAS CONSTRUCTION LTD
SKEOGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
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Phil was born in Lisbalting, Kilsheelan, Co. 
Tipperary on 9 January 1936 and educated 
in Kilcash Primary School and the Christian 
Brothers in Carrick-on-Suir. He spent two 
years in Warrenstown Agricultural College 
before joining An Garda Síochána in 1958. 
 He first served in Santry, Dublin and 
was transferred on promotion to the 
village of Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow 
in 1967. In 1972, he made national 
news headlines when he rescued six of 
his young children from a devastating 
fire which engulfed the family home 
adjacent to the station. Thereafter, he was 
transferred to Tullow, Co. Carlow in 1973 
and later served as Crime Prevention and 
Public Relations Officer for Carlow and 
Kildare until his retirement in 1988. 
 In January 1978, while on duty in 
Tullow, he intercepted armed criminals 
during a bank robbery. Having tackled and 
subdued one of the raiders, he was shot 
by another assailant and suffered critical 
injuries to both legs. 
 He was awarded the Scott Gold Medal 
for bravery for his actions in 1978. Phil 
and his late brother Tom are the only 
two brothers in the history of An Garda 
Síochána to receive this award.
 Phil had a long association with the 
AGSI and was President for two terms 
from 1978 until 1982. He was also a 
member of the Working Party which 
established St Paul’s Garda Medical Aid 
Society in 1980. 
 Following his retirement he was 
a member of the GSRMA Central 
Committee from 1995 to 2004 and served 

as Chairman from 2001 until 2002. 
Phil had a very happy retirement in Tullow 
and later in Bunclody, Co. Wexford.  
 He cherished family events, travelling, 
gardening and singing with the local choir. 
He was an avid reader and adapted to the 
Kindle with far more enthusiasm than his 
mobile phone! He loved all sport but was 
passionate about hurling – especially the 
Premier county games – provincial and 
national rugby and the magnificence of a 
racehorse at full gallop.
 Following a short illness, Phil passed 
away peacefully in the arms of his 
treasured wife, Ann. Following a Funeral 
Mass in Bunclody, he was laid to rest in his 
beloved Tipperary. 
 The family wishes to thank active 
and retired members for their support 
during the funeral, particularly those 
who provided traffic control, the guard 
of honour and the salutations along the 
route on Phil’s journey home. Phil leaves 
behind his heartbroken wife Ann, seven 
children and sixteen grandchildren. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis. 

PHILIP F. CALLANAN
Bunclody, Co. Wexford
Birthplace: Lisbalting, 
Kilsheelan, Co. Tipperary
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 13601H
Date of Death: 
10 October 2019

 

taking immense pride in seeing these 
young boys develop into the stars of the 
future.
 He was married to Patricia, a Sligo 
woman whom he met during his time in 
Waterville. They were happily married for 
52 years, until her passing in 2010. He 
was a devoted husband, and proud father 
to five children and grandfather to his 12 
grandchildren. He provided selfless and 
loving care to Patricia in her latter years, 
as her health deteriorated.
 His 31 retirement years were healthy 

and productive giving him time to indulge 
in his favourite pastimes including GAA, 
gardening, Irish music and dance, turf 
cutting and in latter years card playing in 
Caherciveen Men’s Shed.
 He will be greatly missed by his loving 
family, friends, neighbours and by the 
people of South Kerry and Barr-na-Sráide 
in particular. 

May he rest peacefully in his beloved 
Caherciveen.
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Author Jim Herlihy recounts that from 6 January 1920 
recruiting to the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) was 

extended to outside of Ireland seeking candidates with 
military experience to supplement the native Irish Police 
Force who were then depleted by massive numbers 
of resignations, suffering IRA attacks and widespread 
social exclusions. This new force was to be called the RIC 
Special Reserve.  
 By July 1921, a total of 7,683 candidates were 
recruited in Britain (381 of who were Irish-born) and had 
arrived in Ireland. From 3 September 1920, a second and 
separate group of 2,189 ‘Temporary Constables’ (312 
Irish-born) were recruited and attached to the newly-
opened headquarters of the Motorised Division of the 
RIC at Germanton Camp in Co. Meath. A third group 
known as the Veterans & Drivers Division, to be attached 
to Germanton Camp comprised of 1,069 (190 Irish-born 
recruits) were recruited.  
 Jim notes that due to huge volume of recruits being 
immediately required and arriving in Ireland at such 
short notice, there was a shortage of complete regular 
‘rifle-green’ coloured RIC uniforms being available for 
them. The recruits were fitted initially with ill-fitting khaki 
trousers and green tunics and vice-versa and collectively 
by March 1920 gained the title ‘Black & Tans.’ Even 
though the uniform situation was sorted by December 
1920, the title ‘Black & Tans’ would remain long after 
into our history. 
 In this book Jim Herlihy lists alphabetically, every 
individual member of these three distinct groups who 
was liable to be called a ‘Black and Tan.’ The lists include 
the RIC registered number, surname, forename, birth 
year, native country and county, religion, the recruiting 
office where they enlisted, whether they had served 
as a soldier or as a sailor, previous occupation and 
whether they had resigned (with the given excuse), were 
discharged, dismissed, pensioned, disbanded or killed in 
action in their service with the RIC. 
 The book also includes a chapter on tracing and 
identifying ‘Black and Tan’ ancestors in the RIC Nominal 

Roll of 1 January 1921 with 50 illustrations and 44 sets of 
appendices. 
 The book is available from the author, Jim Herlihy, 
Cork City Branch. 

[Jim Herlihy, a retired member of An Garda Síochána 
and a member of the Cork City Branch, is co-founder 
of the Garda Síochána Historical Society. He has worked 
on these sources for many years. His many publications 
include ‘The Royal Irish Constabulary: A Short History and 
Genealogical Guide’ (2016) and ‘Royal Irish Constabulary 
Officers: A Biographical Dictionary and Genealogical 
Guide, 1816-1922’ (2005).] 

 

‘The Black & Tans’ (1920-21) 
Jim Herlihy, Cork City Branch 
Reviewed by Billy Saunderson, Central 
Committee and Clare Branch  

A group of Black and Tans and Auxiliaries outside the 
London and North Western Hotel in Dublin following 
an attack by the IRA, April 1921 (Courtesy of National 
Library of Ireland). 



On this island, a generation has 
grown up since the violence 

and heartbreak of the so-called 
‘Troubles’ were brought to a 
close. Most of those now in their 
early 30s would have little or no 
concept of the tit-for-tat killings, the 
assassinations, the car bombs, the 
disappeared, those speeches calling 
for peace and those inciting hatred 
and violence.  
 They have never had to suffer 
the inconvenience of the permanent 

security checkpoints on main 
roads in Northern Ireland nor the 
impromptu Garda checkpoints set 
up to combat the violence and 
lawlessness that was criss-crossing 
the border.  
 Even younger members of An 
Garda Síochána would be hard 
put to visualise how the force, 
over a period of three decades and 
particularly in border districts, had 
to confront the threats posed by 
those who used the bomb and the 
bullet rather than dialogue towards 
achieving their aims. Even to this 
day the effects of that period can 
still be felt as a form of inherited 
lawlessness is often displayed.  
 Pat O’Donoghue has lived all 
his life on the border and his Garda 
career has spanned most of the 

period of the ‘Troubles’, including 
30 years serving in Dundalk 
District. Due to its geographical 
location as a large industrial 
town some few miles from 
South Down and South Armagh, 

and mid-way between Belfast 
and Dublin, Dundalk was impacted 
more by those events in Northern 

Ireland than anywhere else south 
of the border. 

 Consequently, 
the duties of Gardaí in 
that district were often 

“unusually demanding” and resulted 
in “truly courageous responses” and 
tragedies. O’Donoghue’s research 
also covers the earlier policing of 
Dundalk including, in 1922, the 
replacement of the RIC by the 
Civic Guard and how the renamed, 
unarmed, and inexperienced Garda 
Síochána evolved through the 
growing pains of the Irish Free State 
and, latterly, the Irish Republic.  
 He draws on his personal 
memories and experiences and those 
of former colleagues to describe a 
catalogue of incidents, often violent 
and sometimes tragic within the 
district between the early 1970s and 
2015.  
 The well-illustrated book is a 
fitting tribute to the bravery and 
integrity of the members of An 
Garda Síochána within Dundalk 
District, particularly those who 
forfeited their lives in the protection 
of peace. 

[Pat O’Donoghue joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1972 and after a brief 
time in Cavan he was posted to 
Dundalk District for the remainder 
of service. He has had an abiding 
interest in recording the living history 
of that area. He has accumulated 
a vast collection of stories and 
photographs from the period.] 

‘A Border Beat – 
Policing in Dundalk’ 
Pat O’Donoghue, 
Dundalk Branch 

Reviewed by Brendan 
McAvinue, Maynooth
University (Grandson of 
Garda Patrick McAvinue, 
Reg. No. 2)   
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Due to its geographical location as a large industrial town, a few miles from 
South Down and South Armagh, and mid-way between Belfast and Dublin, 
Dundalk was impacted more by those events in Northern Ireland than 
anywhere else south of the border. 



 

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• GARDA DEPOT 1959
Gardaí pictured at the Garda Depot in 1959. Front 
Row (l-r): Liam Dineen, Jim Brosnan; Back Row (l-r): 
Tom Cummins, Matt Cosgrave (Photo courtesy of Tom 
Cummins, Dublin North Branch)

• GHENT FAMILY FROM CORK CITY 
Garda Patrick Ghent (7080) a native of Athlone was one of the first 
members to serve in 1925 at Blackrock Station, Cork. In 1933 he married 
Mary Murphy from nearby Ballintemple.  
 The couple reared a family of one daughter and two sons – Bernie 
was professed a nun (Sr Bernadette) and served with the Devine Mother 
Order (UK) and Zimbabwe, Paddy became Assistant Judge Advocate 
General in the Irish Army, while Billy was ordained to the priesthood 
for the Society African Missions at St Coleman’s Cathedral, Newry in 
December 1960.  
 Billy served in Nigeria, London, Argentina and on returning to Ireland, 
he served as PP in the parish of Tarmonbarry, Co. Roscommon. He was 
provincial at SMA Wilton, Cork (2002-2005), is currently attached to SMA 
Blackrock Road in Cork, and looks forward to celebrating his Diamond 
Jubilee on 20 December.  
 Their mother died in 1951 (aged 43) from tuberculosis. Dad (Garda 
Patrick Ghent) was always proud of the family achievements.   

• THE LEGENDARY ‘DETECTIVE’ MICKEY EDMONDS
Pictured during a late shift with Garda John Ferry, Kevin Street in 1992. 
(Photo courtesy of Fachtna O’Donovan, Cork West Branch) 

Pictured (l-r): Sr Bernadette, Army Officer Paddy Ghent, Fr Billy Ghent, 
and Garda Patrick Ghent, Shandon Station, Cork in 1958. All three family 
members are alive. 
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• BORDER DUTY IN THE EARLY 1960s
Dan Rogan, Sergeant-in-Charge at Emyvale Station at 
Mayobridge Crossing Point, pictured on Border Duty on the 
main Dublin/Derry Road in the early 60s 
(Photo courtesy Joe Dirwan, Monaghan Branch)
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• RETIREMENT OF NOEL O’SULLIVAN (MAY 2000) 
Pictured (l-r): Gerry McNamara, Ben O’Sullivan, Gerry Mahon, Noel 
O’Sullivan, Judge Tom O’Donnell, Willie Keane and Tony Kennelly. 
(Photo courtesy Gerry McNamara, Limerick City Branch) 

• DETECTIVE UNIT IN ‘F’ DISTRICT IN 2002/2003  
Front row (l-r): Derek Maguire, Liam McGraynor and Paul Hogan.  
Back Row (l-r): Gerry Finan, Tom Concannon, Gerry Doyle and 
Eamonn O’Reilly.
(Photo courtesy of Catherine Finan) 

• EMYVALE 
STATION OFFICIAL 
OPENING 1968 

Thousands of Gardaí 
served at Emyvale Station 
in Co. Monaghan between 
1969 and 1994. The 
station burned down in 
2019. Mrs Marie Hesnan 
and her late husband are 
pictured in the photo. 
(Photo courtesy of Pat 
Mulroe) 

• ANOTHER NIGHT DOWN FOR UNIT C, KEVIN 
STREET 1987 

Pictured (l-r): Peter Holmes, Rita Delaney, Sgt Eamonn 
Gallagher and John Fahy. 
(Photo courtesy of Fachtna O’Donovan, Cork West Branch)  
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• GARDA SOCCER TEAM 1971
Garda Soccer Team at the 1971 FAI Cup at Dalymount Park.  
(Photo courtesy of Pat Daly, Dublin North Branch) 
Back Row (l-r): Ken Lambe, Andy Kilfeather, John O’Brien, 
Willie Cooper, Harry Lambe and Kieran Sinclair. 
Front Row (l-r): Tom Smith, Aiden Byrne, Tom McManus, 
Paddy Daly and Bob O’Keeffe.  

• COACHBUILDERS BUS
O’Doherty Coachbuilders from Strabane built the body on 
this Albion Nimbus MR9 in 1957. This Number 92 bus would 
eventually become a Changing Room for the Garda Síochána 
stationed at Carndonagh Garda Station by 1970. 
(Photo courtesy of James Trearty, Donegal North Branch)  

• DUBLIN AIRPORT IMMIGRATION UNIT 
(FEBRUARY 1981) 

Pictured (l-r): Damien O’Leary, John Smith, Eamon Quirke. 

• ROYAL MARINE HOTEL 1987
Pictured at the Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire in 1987 
at the relaunch of the ‘F’ District Social & Recreational Club 
(l-r): Charlie Byrne, Murt Gleeson, Ed Ryan, Mick Reid, Eamon 
DeBarra and Mick Regan. 

• GARDA DEPOT 1954
Pictured at the Garda Depot in 1954 (l-r): John Lavin (10724), 
Gerry Keane (10733), John Keogh (10725) and Phil O’Mara 
(10731). 

• DICK FALLON CUP 1972
Mountjoy Garda Soccer Team vs Bridewell Garda Soccer Team 
at Dalymount Park for the Dick Fallon Cup in 1972. (Photo 
courtesy of Pat Daly, Dublin North Branch) 
Back Row (l- r): Tony O’Loughlin, Oliver Gleeson, Ray 
O’Hanlon, Seamus Murphy, Michael (Maxi) McDonald and 
Noel O’Malley. 
Front Row (l- r): P.J. Tierney, Dermot Duggan, Paddy Daly, Pat 
Crummy and Phil Sullivan. 
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• WEXFORD DRESS DANCE 1966-67     
Do you recognise anyone pictured at the Wexford Divisional Dress 
Dance in 1966-67? 
(Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch) 

• ENNISCORTHY GARDA STATION
Enniscorthy Garda Station in the mid-1980s. 
(Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch)  

• CLASS B JULY 1972 
Front row (l- r): Charlie O’Sullivan, Peter Mullen, 
Liam Gorman, Sergeants MacMahon, Byrne and Long, 
Frank Clancy, Michael O’Shaughnessy. 
Second row (l- r): Pat Clancy, Eddie Galvin, Gerry Clarke, 
Mick Sullivan, Paul O’Brien, Mick O’Driscoll, Gabriel 
McCabe. 
Back row (l- r): Philip Moynihan, Dan Murphy, Eamonn 
Campbell, Jim Lynch, Larry Donnellan, Greg Burke, 
Tom McPartland, Jim Flood, Brendan Carey, Tony Flood. 
(Photo courtesy of Michael O’Shaughnessy, Galway Branch) 

• CORK PRESENTATION TO GARDA BILL O’KEEFFE 
(NOVEMBER 1967) 

Photo was taken at Moore’s Hotel in Cork at a retirement function 
for Garda William ‘Bill’ O’Keeffe (5554), a native of Meenscover 
near Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry. Bill spent almost his entire service 
at Bridewell Garda Station, Cork where he lived until he retired in 
October 1967. 
 Before setting off to live his retirement years in Abbeyfeale 
on the Kerry/Limerick border his many Garda colleagues held a 
function and made a presentation to a friend, a character and a 
Garda who gave exemplary service by the Leeside. Bill died on 9 
December 1973.  

Pictured at Bill O’Keefe’s  retirement presentation in November 
1967 (l-r): Garda Pat Keane (Divisional Office), D/Garda Jim Clifford; 
Garda Jim Neary (Bridewell), Garda Breda Barrett (née Lee), Garda 
Bill McNeal (Bridewell), William O’Keeffe, Insp. Tomsie O Rourke, 
Supt E.J. Doherty, Sgt Pat Doherty (Bridewell), Insp. Owen Giblin, 
Sgt Mary Devine (née Riordan), and Garda Frank Coyne (Bridewell). 
(Photo courtesy of Frank O’Keeffe, Kerry) 

• HOSTAGE NEGOTIATION COURSE AT 
GARDA HQ 1993  

Front row (l-r): Pat McGillycuddy. Michael McCarthy, Ted 
Murphy, Ned O’Dea, Jennifer Guinness, Mary Kennedy, 
John Moloney, John Mulligan. 
Centre row (l-r): John Kelly, Joachim Kelly, Leo McGinn, 
John O’Mahony, Brian Mongan, Bill Donegan. 
Back row (l-r): Dermot Sullivan, Jim Ryan, Jim Blackwell, 
JJ O’Hara, Timmy Meagher, Brian Sutton. 
(Photo courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South Branch) 
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• GARDA BOXING TEAM PICTURED IN PARIS, 
FRANCE IN 1928

• CAVAN-MONAGHAN ALL-IRELAND FINAL TEAM 
1978  

Front row (l-r): Jack Kilroy, Jim Egan, John Sullivan, Eddie 
Whelan, Seamus Fleming, Colm Rooney, Denis Mc Cowan, Mick 
Moran and Matty Cawley. 
Back row (l- r): Frank Thorne, Sean Boyle, Jack Doyle, Tom 
Connolly, Joe Sullivan, Liam Lenihan, Tim Brown, John Sullivan 
and John Horgan
(Photo courtesy Eddie Whelan, Monaghan Branch) 
 

• GAA CENTENARY 1984 
Clare Divisional Gardaí played a friendly (not so friendly!) Under 
40s -v- Over 40 at Cusack Park Ennis. (Incidentally the match 
was a draw!) 
(Photo courtesy of Michael Burke, Clare Branch) 

Back row (l-r): Seán O’Connell, Jerry Moriarty, Gus Lohan, John 
Maughan, Phill Coll, Leo English, JR McDonagh, Matt Burke, 
Amby Cosgrove, Jimmy Keane and Joe Maloney. 
Front row (l-r): Michael Burke, Jim Varley, Leo Kilcawley, Jim 
Kelly, PK Ryan, Fursey O’Connor, John Staunton, Tommy Mee 
and Jim Lordan.  
 

Pictured (l-r): John Woods, Polygram Records-Dublin 
Adjudicator; Sheila Walshe, Chairperson of Ballina International 
Song Contest; Jim Walshe, Winner, and Paddy Gallagher, 
Adjudicator, Beleek Castle Hotel, Ballina. 
(Photo courtesy of Danny Gallagher, Ballina Branch) 
 

• BALLINA INTERNATIONAL SONG CONTEST 
WINNER 1980 

Ballina Branch member Jim Walshe (15475L) received his trophy 
as winner of the Ballina International Song Contest in 1980. The 
winning song which Jim composed for the contest was called 
‘Days Gone By’. A native of Headford, Co. Galway, Jim joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1964 and was stationed in Harcourt 
Terrace in Dublin until 1969 when he transferred to Lahardane 
and then Ballina, Co. Mayo. His brother Pat was also in the 
Gardaí and retired as Superintendent in Portlaoise.  

• GARDA RUGBY TEAM LIMERICK 1970S 
Front row (l-r): Michael O’Keeffe, Joe Ward, John Rooney, 
Gerry Forde, Martin Walsh, Kieran Foley, Martin Quinn and Jerry 
McCabe. 
Back row (l-r): Michael Marrinan, Mick Leahy, Frank Cotter, 
Martin Sexton, Gerry Mahon, Jim Sullivan and Jim O’Donnell. 
(Photo courtesy of Pat Kearney, Limerick City Branch) 



 
• SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE 1986 
Front row (l-r): V. Reilly, M. Coote, J. Kelly, P. Neill, J. O’Keeffe, 
P. Harlowe, B. Goode, M. Holland and J. Galvin. 
Back row (l-r): T. Nolan, M. Hegarty, E. Brislane, P. Galvin, P. 
Gavin, D. Quigley, P. King, D. Butler and D. O’Riordan. 
(Photo courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South) 

• STATION PARTY AT NEW GARDA STATION, 
NENAGH 1986 

Front row (l-r): Christy Geraghty, Gemma Cullen, Pat Moriarty, 
Peter Smith, Anne Tierney, Pat Walsh and Tom Delee. 
Middle row (l-r): Mick Varley, Matt Givens, Frank Hynes, 
Jimmy Conroy, Pat Lynch Tom Healy, Jim O’Callaghan, Billy Kelly, 
Martin Delaney, Sean English, Eddie Scanlon and Joe Dervan. 
Back row (l-r): Pat Fox, Michael Harrison, Denis McSweeney 
and Chris Middleton 

• FOUR GENERATIONS OF POLICING IN THE 
GLENNON/MOLLOY/BEIRNE FAMILY  
(Photos supplied by Joe Dirwan, Central Committee) 

William Glennon, 
Retired 1922 
Drumcree, Co. Westmeath 
(Liam Beirne’s 
great-grandfather) 

Garda Tom Beirne, Retired 
1986  Claremorris, Co. 
Mayo (Liam Beirne’s father) 

 

Garda Tom Molloy, Retired 
1966 
Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo 
(Liam Beirne’s grandfather) 

D/Garda Liam Beirne, 
Retired 2008 (SDU, Dublin) 

 

• FROM FERMOY’S OLD STATION ON McCURTIN 
STREET TO THE NEW STATION IN 1980 

Front row (l-r): J.P. Cullinan, John Hutton. Margaret Sheedy, 
Clerical. J.F. Murray, District Officer, Geraldine O’Boyle, Clerical, 
Jim Conway and Tim Sweeney.  
Middle row (l-r): P.J. McInerney, Tony Culhane, Tom Lardner 
and Dan O’Driscoll.  
Back row (l-r): Mick Cloney, Joe Watkins, Pat O’Connor and 
Austin Mulkeen.  
(Photo courtesy of Dick Stritch) 
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CHRISTMAS CRCHRISTMAS CROSSWORDOSSWORD 
CHANCE TO WIN €100!

CROSSWORD

Please send completed 
entries to ‘Winter 2020 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than 19 February 2021. 

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!
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CROSSWORD

Across. 
6 Give approval to or take punitive action against. (8)
11 The number of people who use a newspaper or 
magazine. (10)
12 Spend a particular time in therapy? (3)
13 Don’t take a narrow view of being overseas. (6)
14 Not appropriate songs for a beach party - unless 
you are in the antipodes. (6)
16 Go off the straight and narrow like a tomcat from the 
street. (5)
18 One of the men from 43 Across. (4)
20 A tiny piece of land in the sea or a lake. (5)
21 Absolutely everyone is on it . . . (5)
24 . . . from the curate to the pope. (6)
25 Though he may not always be successful, he is the 
one who always succeeds. (4)
27 Chopped-up maple will provide a more than 
sufficient amount. (5)
29 White guy, who might be here today, but gone 
tomorrow. (7)
30 Leave out. (4)
31 Ruin plan for cook to use in oven. (4)
32 Old name for an inn-keeper who will also put up a 
traveller’s horse. (6)
33 Coarse file. (4)
38 Female pronoun and title of book by H. Rider 
Haggard. (3)
40 Capital of Norway. (4)
41 He has a certain amount of pull with Santa Claus. 
(7)
42 They don’t follow at all. (7)
43 It’s nearly unbelievable how these three arrived on 
time a long, long time ago! (4)
44 May be turned into a potato - how sweet! (3)
46 You’ll have a job to solve this! (4)
48 Thoughts while you are asleep? (6)
52 Part of the heritable material of Mr Kelly who was 
singin’ in the rain. (4)
53 Stallone character is beheaded in church, on the old 
pulpit. (4)
54 Not very reliable, in fact not at all. (7)
56 Not a suitable drink for a skinny guy? (5)
57 Usually outdoors, except maybe at this time of year. 
(4)
59 One who damages or defaces things for fun? (6)
60 Large flat-bottomed cargo boat. (5)
62 Said by 47 Down, as if his colleagues can’t hear it. 
(6)
64 Require in an important way. (4)
65 Own up and let in. (5)
66 What 41 Across will pull on Christmas Eve. (6)
69 That’s a lot of champagne or ice-cream! (6)
71 This time around, you can give out. (4)
72 One of Cindedrella’s less pleasant siblings. (4,6)

73 Now is the time to be in attendance with your gift. (7)

Down 
1 Eaten with cheese or pulled apart at table at 
Christmas time. (8)
2 Brunettes are never impartial, unbiased and just. (4)
3 Get better on foot of this by the sound of it. (4)
4 75% of 33 Across proved fatal to Cleopatra. (3)
5 Kissers’ favourite plant? (9)
7 Not playing at home at the moment. (4)
8 In March, tidy ass is transformed into main 24 hour 
period in December. (9,3)
9 Likeness that could be spitting. (5)
10 Where mean-spirited dog lies is significantly 
important at this time of year. (6)
12 The creme de la creme. (6)
15 You’re not in with a chance here. (3)
17 Great pain or worry, or both! (7)
19 What Trump would call frosting. (5)
22 Rowdy, unlawful, protests, often destructive. (5)
23 A carol at any other time of the year? (4)
26 Rhyming with Tour de France machines, they hang 
around in very cold weather. (7)
28 Considerable biblical flowers of the field. (6)
31 You might find either Jack or the late Sir David on 
the ground one of these mornings. (5)
34 Not anti- but definitely not pro- either. (7)
35 Stuck up, vain attitude of a group of top African 
killers. (5)
36 This might mark the arrival of the Christmas season. 
(6)
37 They appear to be muddling pups on many tables 
on 8 Down. (4,8)
38 The one who is retiring is not necessarily giving up 
work for good, nor going to bed. (3)
39 The wood that forms part of a motorcyclist’s or 
jockey’s protective headgear. (3)
45 The mark of a captain, or sometimes a mourner. (7)
47 Look for the dramatic player in the manufacturing 
plant. (5)
49 What my true love gave to me on the fifth day of 
Christmas. (4,5)
50 Book in TCD to go to Co. Meath town. (5)
51 Not a very exciting or colourful spectacle. (4)
55 Where Alice’s cat came from. (8)
57 It’s long and shiny and popular around this time of 
year. (6)
58 It’ll be shut down for forty winks. (6)
61 Get a beer from Valentia. (3)
63 It sounds like Ringo was the top man in The Beatles. 
(5)
65 Is this the last word for many religious people? (4)
67 Change old Italian money in animal shelter. (4)
68 This is the ninth Greek character to show just the 
tiniest amount.



SUDOKU

Congratulations to 
Della Diggin, Bishopstown, Cork

Winner of the Autumn 2020 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Autumn 2020
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TRUE OR FALSE
1. C.J. Haughey was married to Seán 

Lemass’ daughter.

2. Kamala Harris’ mother was from 

Jamaica.

3. There is no land under the ice at 

the North Pole.

4. The River Rhine flows south.

5. John Wayne’s birth name was 

Marion Morrison.

6. Giraffes have more cervical 

vertebrae than other animals.

7. The gestaOon period of elephants 

is 15 months.

8. President Jimmy Carter was a 

member of the Republican Party.

9. Sri Lanka used to be called 

Ceylon.

10. Mount Kilimanjaro is in Tanzania.

ANSWERS
1. True

2. FALSE (from India)

3. TRUE

4. FALSE (North)

5. TRUE

6. FALSE. (7 like other mammals)

7. (18-22 months)

8. FALSE. (a Democrat)

9. TRUE.

10. TRUE

CROSSWORD
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Making a difference by providing quality 
homes for people in housing need. 

Circle Voluntary  Housing Association, Phoenix House, 32-34 Castle Street, Dublin 2.   

Tel:  01-4072110      Email: info@circlevha.ie      www.circlevha.ie            @circlevha

Circle VHA’s purpose is to deliver quality homes and innovative integrated housing 

solutions to individuals and families in Ireland.  

Circle VHA has approved status from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government and is a member of the Irish Council for Social Housing. 

Circle VHA is regulated under the Property SRA.   



SYMPATHIES TO ANNE CROFTON’S FAMILY ON HER PASSING

TIPP CLUBS TOGETHER TO BID FAREWELL 
TO GOLF MEMBER 

KILLORGLIN BRANCH FEEDS 
‘PATER’ THE PEACOCK!  

90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR BEDA WOLFE 

The GSRMA extends their deepest sympathy 
to the family of Dublin North Branch member 
Anne Crofton (nee Cullen) who, shortly after 
celebrating her 104th birthday in September 
2020, passed away in the same month.
       Anne was born in Gowel, Co. Leitrim on 11 
September 1916, while her husband James ‘Jim’ 
Crofton was born on 1 July 1908 in Keash, Co. 
Sligo. Anne and Jim met 
and got married in 1951.  
       Jim joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1932 and was 
allocated the Registered 

Number of 8162. He was stationed at the Garda 
Depot, Banagher, Clonmel, Santry and St John’s Road. 
Jim served in An Garda Síochána until 1972 and sadly 
passed away in 1978.  
 Anne moved to Alice Springs, Australia, in 2004 to 
live with her son, John and we sympathise with John 
and the Crofton family at this time. 

A farewell presentation took place for 
Tipperary Golf Club member, Fr Martin 
Hayes, on his appointment as Bishop of 
Kilmore Diocese Co. Cavan.  

The living legend who is Mrs Beda 
Wolfe celebrated her 90th birthday in 
April while the full lockdown was in 
place. 
 Her family was unable to celebrate 
it with a party in her honour and 
anyone who knows Beda is aware that 
she has always been a lady who enjoys 
a party. 
     Thankfully, the occasion was marked 
with a lot of love and socially-distanced 
sentiments despite the difficult 
circumstances. 
 Beda enjoyed reflecting on her 

cards that arrived in multiples and they 
are a treasured keepsake and testament 

to the high esteem in which she is held by many loyal friends.  
 Beda is blessed with so 
many genuine good friends, 
some going back as far as 
the early 1960s. Beda and 
Eddie shared a strong bond 
in marriage for so long but 
unfortunately, Eddie passed 
away at 74 years of age. 
 Their children were blessed 
as a family being born to such 
loving parents, and they hope 
that they can all come together 
for one hell of a party soon! 

This cock pheasant christened ‘Pater‘ 
comes every morning and evening to 
Pat Flaherty’s door for food. As you 
can see, there’s a welcome on the 
mat for him! (Photo courtesy of Pat 
Flaherty, Kerry South Branch) 

Beda pictured in July.

Beda pictured with her late husband 
Eddie Wolfe. 

In The Frame

Bishop Martin Hayes and Maurice Crotty, 
President of Tipperary Golf Club, pictured 
following the presentation at Tipperary Golf 
Club. (Photo courtesy of Maurice Crotty, 
Thurles Branch) 
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Ballyheigue and You 
By Michael Donegan, Dublin South Branch 
 
This poem was composed by a friend of mine, Father 
Tom O’Connor who is in the Missions and he sent it 
to me and it is about my own native place.

Have you been to  Kilimanjaro 
Have you seen the Taj Mahal 
Have you been to Egypt’s Pyramids 
Have you travelled China’s Wall 
 
Have you swam the English Channel, 
Have you toured round Kathmandu 
Have you been to Sydney Harbour 
Have you flown to Timbuktu. 
 
Have you seen to Tower of London 
Have you strolled round Red Square 
Have you walked to Giants Causeway 
Have you met some friends up there. 
 
Have you been to Rio’s beaches 
Have you heard coyotes call 
Have you seen Alaska’s igloos 
Have you watched Niagra’s Fall 
 
Well you’ve travelled round the world 
Seeing sights to beat the bands 
but there is still one gem remaining 
‘Tis Ballyheigue’s White Sands. 
 
Where you sit and love the wonder 
Where you snooze and rest awhile 
Where you laugh at all around you 
And sip brandy, yes in style 
 
You can raise your head in self-belief 
And ask why it is true 
That all the while you’ve sadly missed 
The wonder that is you. 
 
Come home I say and stay a while 
You’ve heard me on the phone 
You are more than all the world can know 
And Ballyheigue’ your home. 

A Duty Borne 
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch 

Dedicated to the men and women on the frontline who 
serve with distinction each and every day and those 
who lost their lives in service.

With buffed boots 
They walk our streets, 
Those who know them 
There is no retreat, 
Advice given 
In lowered conversations, 
Meanings understood 
With some trepidation. 

Societal heaves 
Makes problems anew, 
For those who guard 
Our hallowed dew, 
Dangers await 
With troubled scorn, 
A deadly encounter 
A figure forlorn. 

A flag flutters 
For the heroic few, 
Who gave their lives 
To words askew, 
Populist retorts 
Fill the air, 
While cold ground 
Fills with despair. 

Young men and women 
Driven to serve, 
With countless lives 
beyond repair, 
Thankless hours 
Of service given, 
A duty borne 
A duty given. 

BOOK REVIEWS
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Frontline Coppers 
By Mary d’Estelle Roe, Templemore Branch 

There are those who join the frontline force 
And work so hard its true 
Most of them are either in a healthcare role or work in ICU. 
But when the rest of us are cuddled up in a warm and comfy 
trap 
The frontliners that I want to praise tonight are those who 
have to take all that roadside crap. 
On checkpoints where they suffer most as aspersions at times 
are cast 
They take the blunt of every critic that breaks the 2k rule 
pass 
It could be easy to lose the head and meet anger with 
aggression 
But with lots of practice built up on the beat 
The right skills are now in their possession 
To that ambient scenic mountain road 
The Frontline Copper left the Garda station 
And F390 made us proud as he tried to protect his nation 
When ‘we know who’ came out of the blue with her scornful 
airs and graces 
The Frontline Cop in easy steps moved forward a few paces 
He kept his cool as she continued to drool 
And this wasn’t what she expected 
If only he had retorted back 
Some day she might even be elected. 
On a wet Easter night not a soul in sight 
Your face would be cut to the bone 
To come across an old man making his way 
to his house 
He soon realised he wasn’t really alone 
He was so cold and feeble and whispered like a worn out 
wreck 
“If only some kind soul would come and carry this bag 
around my neck”. 
The Frontline angel was on her beat when she observed the 
scene 
She quickly responded to the call 
And his nightmare suddenly became a dream. 
She gently picked that old man up 
Lo and behold it was a sight 
Another good deed quietly done by a Frontline Copper that 
night. 
Most birthdays come and go these days and soon they’re out 
of sight 
Without any great fun or fuss 
For kids that’s just not right. 

Whether you’re in your golden years or just small teeny 
boppers 
One little boy will never forget his birthday because of the 
good will of Frontline Coppers. 
The struggle for cocooning OAPs is not just about money or 
pension. 
Quick calls, healthcare and food are more important for them 
to get attention 
Their bread and butter and medi-supplies is vital for their 
werkly nutrition 
The local Frontline Coppers have take up duty on that 
mission. 
Then to that driving menace who owned the road he thought 
but he was soon to learn his lesson when to the station he 
was brought. 
When emptying out his pockets before he was placed in the 
cell 
How he was able to conceal all those yokes 
And all so lethal as well. 
The drugs, the drink, the gun, the knife. 
Reasonable grounds for believing – on a mission to take 
someone’s life. 
For the next 48 hours his life became a cropper 
When faced with a long list of charges from the Frontline 
Copper. 
To end this little ditty that some may find somewhat witty 
I never knew that 30 years was right or proper 
With lots of time now to reminisce 
I can honestly vouch for this 
I am proud to recall my days of being a Frontline Copper. 

Winter 
By Leo M. Bermingham, Dublin North Branch 

It creeps o’er the land like a thief in the night 
And shines like a jewel that appears at first light  
The frosts of the winter have made themselves clear 
There will be more coming of that, have no fear 
The opening blast of winter has shown it’s cruel hand 
The trees are shorn and lonely, as peacefully they stand 
The morning frost is slow to clear, the air is crisp and bracing 
The children hoping for some snow, around the streets are 
racing 
Winter days are short and cold and fires essential for the old 
But don’t forget that time will bring the miracle that we call 
Spring. 



Home for Christmas  
By Tom Smith, Cork City Branch 

The bundle in the doorway 
Is a man down on his luck 
Kicked and sometimes spat at 
No place for him to duck 
Beneath the pile of cardboard 
Shelters a lady with no dream 
Her fear of dark in a lonely park 
Night terror makes her scream 
Hunger, cold, and wet can kill 
Many are found dead asleep 
This is a continuous nightmare  
Is the homeless ours to keep? 
Evict them from the cardboard box 
Bring them in from the cold 
What a homecoming Christmas tale 
Just waiting to be told 

Time
By Mary d’Estelle Roe, Templemore Branch 

Time for sitting 
Time for standing 
Time to reflect on the Upstairs Landing. 
Time to think 
Time to ponder 
Time to allow our thoughts to Wander. 
Time to laugh 
Time to cry 
Time to believe that we may Die 
Time to pray 
Time to forgive 
Time for hope that we will live. 
Time to distance 
Time to isolate 
Time to cocoon and time to Appreciate. 
Time to recognise 
Time to recompent  
Time to acknowledge our time well spent. 
Time to look up 
Time to refrain 
Time to be happy when we meet again. 
Time to finish 
Time you can’t measure 
But my time I hope has given you some bit of 
pleasure. 

Ireland’s Greatest 
In dedication to John Hume 

By Michael O’Connor, Sligo-Leitrim Branch 

I remember August sixty nine, 
The skies were lit by fire. 
With Belfast, Derry all ablaze, 
It filled our hearts with fear. 

It carried on for decades,  
the slaughter just got worse. 
So sad to see those families,  
walk slow behind the hearse. 
 
I often said when prompted, 
when will this trouble end?  
Not in my lifetime I would say, 
this road it has no bend. 

Then slowly we began to see, 
a giant of a man. 
Come forward with a new idea, 
a bold, insightful plan. 

Others yelled you cannot talk, 
to those who cause the pain. 
Calmly came the quiet voice, 
We must, or it remains. 

So year on year  
he battled on, 
brought others on his path, 
Until on that Good Friday, 
came the peace that he begot. 

It’s been a long and fractured road, 
from Civil Rights to here. 
A Nobel prize so well deserved, 
we all joined in the cheer. 

In years to come when people ask, 
who is of this you speak. 
The answer is quiet simple, 
A man so mild and meek. 

Ireland’s greatest patriot, 
His name it is John Hume. 
We’ll ne’er forget your selfless acts, 
to bring peace to our homes. 

POETRY CORNER

Síocháin   137

www.providentcrm.com

sales@providentcrm.com

+353 (0)1 693 0000

+44 203 411 6799

P r o u d  t o  S u p p o r t

A n  G a r d a  S í o c h á n a

T h a n k  Y o u  f o r  Y o u r  S e r v i c e

F r om  P r o v i d e n t  CRM  T e am

@providentcrm

P a r t n e r s / S o l u t i o n s :



Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
John Kennedy Byrne Castlebar 09591E 16/07/2020

Patrick Penny Kilkenny 14186M 14/08/2020

John Dwyer Wexford 12674H 19/08/2020

John Cassidy Drogheda 14708G 20/08/2020

William Staunton Dublin North 14511D 22/08/2020

William Doyle Cork City 14346D 23/08/2020

Garrett O'Gorman Wexford 15996D 23/08/2020

Sean Ginty Donegal North 13211L 24/08/2020

Patrick Cunningham Dublin West 15193K 25/08/2020

Michael Cloney Fermoy 14675G 25/08/2020

Thomas J. Kelly Galway 13737E 27/08/2020

Brendan Casey Cork City 10820M 28/08/2020

James Donlon Dublin West 13279K 28/08/2020

John J. Munnelly Dun Laoghaire 15377L 06/09/2020

Michael Patrick Gilmartin Dun Laoghaire 12698E 08/09/2020

James P. Sullivan Naas 10279B 09/09/2020

Nicholas Conneely Dublin North 17324L 10/09/2020

Bernard McBreen Dublin West 12983F 11/09/2020

Michael O'Sullivan Dublin West 13878K 11/09/2020

William McMunn Dublin South 09851E 14/09/2020

Francis  Meares Kildare North 22109M 18/09/2020

John Rabbett Meath 15704L 21/09/2020

John Sheehy Fermoy 14709E 22/09/2020

Thomas Egan Athlone 10639K 26/09/2020

Brendan Reddington Meath 20354H 28/09/2020

John O'Halloran Sligo/Leitrim 13634D 30/09/2020

John Farrell Dublin South 15583G 08/10/2020

Timothy Lowney Cork City 12918F 15/10/2020

Daniel Danaher Cork City 14710K 16/10/2020

Sean McConalogue Dublin West 10603H 18/10/2020

Tom O'Sullivan Wexford 10514C 20/10/2020

Daniel Brendan Quill Kerry South 19012H 22/10/2020

Des Finneran Donegal North 11126M 31/10/2020

Pat Nolan Clare 10941L 01/11/2020

Timothy Fallon Dublin South 10389F 04/11/2020

John Rowland Dublin North 13385L 11/11/2020

Patrick Brendan O'Dowd Clare 13043E 12/11/2020

James J McMahon Cork City 10216D 15/11/2020

William Rourke Thurles 13197M 15/11/2020

Martin G Murray Offaly 14281F 18/11/2020
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Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
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Patrick Cunningham Dublin West 15193K 25/08/2020

Michael Cloney Fermoy 14675G 25/08/2020

Thomas J. Kelly Galway 13737E 27/08/2020

Brendan Casey Cork City 10820M 28/08/2020

James Donlon Dublin West 13279K 28/08/2020

John J. Munnelly Dun Laoghaire 15377L 06/09/2020

Michael Patrick Gilmartin Dun Laoghaire 12698E 08/09/2020

James P. Sullivan Naas 10279B 09/09/2020

Nicholas Conneely Dublin North 17324L 10/09/2020

Bernard McBreen Dublin West 12983F 11/09/2020

Michael O'Sullivan Dublin West 13878K 11/09/2020

William McMunn Dublin South 09851E 14/09/2020

Francis  Meares Kildare North 22109M 18/09/2020

John Rabbett Meath 15704L 21/09/2020

John Sheehy Fermoy 14709E 22/09/2020

Thomas Egan Athlone 10639K 26/09/2020

Brendan Reddington Meath 20354H 28/09/2020

John O'Halloran Sligo/Leitrim 13634D 30/09/2020

John Farrell Dublin South 15583G 08/10/2020

Timothy Lowney Cork City 12918F 15/10/2020

Daniel Danaher Cork City 14710K 16/10/2020

Sean McConalogue Dublin West 10603H 18/10/2020

Tom O'Sullivan Wexford 10514C 20/10/2020

Daniel Brendan Quill Kerry South 19012H 22/10/2020

Des Finneran Donegal North 11126M 31/10/2020

Pat Nolan Clare 10941L 01/11/2020

Timothy Fallon Dublin South 10389F 04/11/2020

John Rowland Dublin North 13385L 11/11/2020

Patrick Brendan O'Dowd Clare 13043E 12/11/2020

James J McMahon Cork City 10216D 15/11/2020

William Rourke Thurles 13197M 15/11/2020

Martin G Murray Offaly 14281F 18/11/2020
 

Síocháin   139

Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Martin Walsh Connecticut, USA. Brother of Jim Walsh Dublin North 15/04/2020

Minnie Fennell Dungarvan, Co. Waterford Mother of Marian Lynch Waterford 25/04/2020

Mother in Law of the late Jerry Lynch Waterford 25/04/2020

Pearl Campbell Pearse Road, Co. Sligo Sister of Noel Campbell Castlebar 30/04/2019

Noreen Dolan Ballaghaderreen, Roscommon Wife of John Dolan Roscommon 25/12/2019

Jimmy McWalter Abbeyknockmoy, Co. Galway Brother of Paul McWalter Castlebar 04/03/2020

Maureen Smyth Ayrefiled, Dublin Sister of Seamus Lohan Castlebar 19/05/2020

Sister in Law of Stephen Smyth Ballina 19/05/2020

John Joe Higgins Preston, Lancashire Brother of Gerard P. Higgins Limerick 18/06/2020

Nora Corley Newcastle Galway Sister of John Daly Castlebar 23/07/2020

Brid Egan Cross, Co. Mayo Sister of Jim Walsh Dublin North 29/07/2020

Nuala McDonald Gorey, Co. Wexford Sister in Law of Billy McDonald Waterford 13/08/2020

Patrick Curtin The Village, Rockchapel Father of DJ Curtin Cavan 16/08/2020

June Walshe Woodlawn Park, Killarney Wife of Cathal Walshe Kerry South 18/08/2020

Tade John Riordan Millstreet, Co. Cork Brother of Mary Devine Naas 20/08/2020

Mary O'Keefe Raheny, Dublin Mother of John O'Keefe Donegal North 21/08/2020

Tom Walsh Killarney, Co. Kerry Brother of Dan Walsh Mallow 21/08/2020

William Doyle Youghal, Co. Cork Brother of Eamonn Doyle Kilkenny 23/08/2020

Brother of Sean Doyle Cork City 23/08/2020

Michael Murphy St. Mullins, Co. Carlow Brother of Patrick Murphy Kilkenny 27/08/2020

Olive Flanagan Ard Donagh, Ennistymon Sister of Tom Fox Nenagh 28/08/2020

Thomas Kenny Toronto, Canada Brother of Jim Kenny Dun Laoghaire 29/08/2020

Ann Marie Gielty Achill, Co. Mayo Mother of Mick Gielty Castlebar 31/08/2020

Kevin P. O'Sullivan Boston, United States Brother of Eugene O'Sullivan Kerry South 03/09/2020

Brother of Michael O'Sullivan Kerry South 03/09/2020

Mary O'Sullivan Ballincollig, Co. Cork Mother of John P. O'Sullivan Cork City 04/09/2020

Evelyn Sheridan Skerries, Co. Dublin Wife of Henry Sheridan Dublin North 12/09/2020

Una Cooney Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Mother of deceased member Mick 
Cooney Offaly 18/09/2020

Mother in Law of Cait Cooney Offaly 18/09/2020

Ann McCabe Mornington, Co. Meath Wife of Brian McCabe Drogheda 19/09/2020

Sean Egan Ballisodare, Co. Sligo Brother of deceased member 
Thomas Egan Athlone 22/09/2020

Mary Judith O'Donnell Mountmellick, Laois Daughter of John O'Donnell Laois 24/09/2020

Noreen McCarthy Fethard, Co. Tipperary Sister of Michael B. Gallahue Cork City 25/09/2020

DECEASED RELATIVES
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Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death

Gerard O'Leary Ballinhassig, Co. Cork Brother of Tony O'Leary Cork City 28/09/2020

Attracta Molloy Ballymote, Co. Sligo Sister of Michael Hoey Dublin South 30/09/2020

Brendan Murphy Cork City, Co. Cork Brother of Willy Murphy Cork City 30/09/2020

Kevin Driscoll Model Farm Road, Co. Cork Son of Mrs Betty Driscoll Cork City 02/10/2020

Stevie Deloughery Kilkee, Co. Clare Father of Caroline Donohue Dundalk 06/10/2020

Willie Dillane Tralee, Co. Kerry Father of Gerard Dillane Cork City 08/10/2020

Beaty Barrett Ballincollig, Co. Cork Sister of Austin Barrett Cork City 11/10/2020

Patrick Barrett Rathgar, Dublin Brother of Austin Barrett Cork City 15/10/2020

Liam Dunne Blackrock, Co. Dublin Son of John Dunne Dun Laoghaire 11/10/2020

Charlie O'Loughlin Thurles, Co. Tipperary Brother of Michael O'Loughlin Cork City 14/10/2020

Carmel Carty Artane, Dublin Wife of Thomas Carty Dublin North 20/10/2020

Maura Coady Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Sister of Denis Foran Wexford 21/10/2020

Patrick Johnson Malahide, Dublin Brother of Moss Johnson Cork West 30/10/2020

Brother of Michael Johnson Dundalk 30/10/2020

Brother of Johnny Johnson Kildare North 30/10/2020

Gretta Daly Bishopstown, Cork Wife of Noel Daly Cork City 05/11/2020

Mary McGuigan Thurles, Co. Tipperary Mother of Noel McGuigan Bray 08/11/2020

Jackie Burke Loughrae, Co. Galway Father of Marie Skehill Galway 08/11/2020

Niall O'Halloran Waterford City, Waterford Son of Sean O’Halloran, Trustee of 
the GSRMA Waterford 14/11/2020

 

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death
Mary Connors Celbridge Co. Kildare Kildare North 16/02/2019

Angela Casey Beaumont, Co. Cork Cork City 22/08/2020

Mary Gorry Crumlin, Dublin Dublin South 28/08/2019

Catherine McCarthy Castlecormer Road, 
Co. Kilkenny Kilkenny 10/09/2020

Mary Fennelly Griffith Avenue, Dublin Dublin North 10/09/2020

Anne Crofton Alice Springs, Australia Dublin North 15/09/2020

Mary Sullivan Ballygar, Co. Galway Galway 28/09/2020

Alice Roche Tipperary Town,  Co. 
Tipperary Thurles 04/10/2020

Maeve Uí Colmáin Booterstown, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 23/10/2020

Teresa Mahoney Dunlaoghaire, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 08/11/2020
 

DECEASED WIDOW/ERS

DECEASED RELATIVES
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WE ARE  
HERE  
TO HELP

mccauley.ie

Prescriptions

Emergency Contraception

Flu Jab

Blood Pressure Monitoring

Stop Smoking Advice

Medication Management

Wellness Advice

OTC / First Aid / Minor Ailments

*lines open 10am - 5pm Mon-Fri

Asthma Reviews

Cosmetics & Beauty 
Skincare Advice

Sexual Health Advice

Blister Pack Service

Private Consultations

Whether you have a concern or query about 
everyday health, we have pharmacists in 
store to help guide and advise you.

To find your local McCauley Pharmacy or to 
shop online visit McCauley.ie

You can also call our FREEPHONE HELPLINE* 
for all your health queries 
Call 1800 83 99 09
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Reg Number First Name Last Name Station

24894M David Murphy Buncrana 

23928C Dermot Flannery Carrick-on-Shannon 

24935A Liam Fitzpatrick Communications Centre DMR

24080L John Schley Crumlin

22139B Kevin Gralton Crumlin 

24544E Patrick McTigue Defence Unit

23255F Paul Tennanty Dunshaughlin 

24502L Vivian McCabe Garda Dog Unit

21939H William Walsh Kerrykeel

22859A James O'Neill Mayorstone Park 

25012M Donal Cahill Portlaoise 

23064B Martin Timmins Raheny

21980M Michael Moone SDU

25961F Michael Fitzgerald Sundrive Rd 

22729C Richard Taheny Swinford

00466K Geraldine Butler Technical Bureau

00187B Deirdre Murphy Tralee

23571G John Egan Tullamore 

22178C Gerard Curley Dundalk

23780K Tony Davis Anglesea Street

24917C Nicholas Barry Tramore

24945K Terry Moore DMR Road Policing 

00447B Pauline Golden Claremorris

24569M Gerard Butler Ballyconnell

23973K Adrian Lomasney Midleton

GARDA RETIREMENTS

GSRMA NEW MEMBERS

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Cornelius Aherne CORK

Denis J. Barry CORK

Fidelma Brennan LONGFORD

Henry Burke GALWAY

Brian Burke TUAM

Anthony Campbell MONAGHAN

Liam Carolan MEATH

Norena Carroll GALWAY

Ann Clarke ROSCOMMON

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Michael Cleere WEXFORD

Alan Cunningham MONAGHAN

George Doherty KILDARE NORTH

William Doherty LONGFORD

Padraic Dolan GALWAY

William Dowd ROSCOMMON

Aidan Dunne FERMOY

John English KILLARNEY

Anthony Flaherty LAOIS
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GSRMA NEW MEMBERS
Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Ann Friel MONAGHAN

Catherine Houlihan NAAS

David Hourigan DUN LAOGHAIRE

Liam Judge SLIGO/LEITRIM

Daniel J. Keane KILLARNEY

Raymond Keogh DUBLIN NORTH

Jim Lillis CARLOW

John Lohan CARLOW

Maura Lynagh NAAS

Michael Lynch NAAS

Thomas Maguire KILKENNY

Noreen McBrien DUBLIN SOUTH

Michael McGuire CORK

Hugh McGurrin DONEGAL SOUTH

Joseph McLoughney CORK

Mark McMahon DUN LAOGHAIRE

Mary Mulroe NAAS

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
William Niland DUN LAOGHAIRE

Noel Nolan DUBLIN NORTH

Martina Nolan OFFALY

Patricia O'Connor DROGHEDA

Colm O'Leary WEXFORD

John O'Reilly CAVAN

Catherine O'Sullivan CORK

Maureen Quigley NAAS

John Quinn BALLINA

Senan Ryan CORK

Marie Skehill GALWAY

Anthony Sugrue KILLARNEY

Alexander Tracey DUBLIN WEST

Gerard Walsh DUBLIN NORTH

Lorraine Wheatley DUBLIN SOUTH

William Whelan LAOIS

Ernest White GALWAY
 

WWiinn  aa  TTwwoo  NNiigghhtt  MMiiddwweeeekk  BBrreeaakk  PPlluuss  DDiinnnneerr  ffoorr  TTwwoo
From Neville Hotels & Golden Ireland.ie

Terms & Conditions Apply. Prize is for two adults sharing and includes breakfast each morning and dinner for two on one evening. Non-transferable and no cash alternative. Subject to availability. Competition closes on 31st January 2021.

To enter, simply sign up to our newsletter for your chance to win.
Send your name and email address to competition@goldenireland.ie 

with “Neville Hotels” in the subject line.

www.goldenireland.ie  |  www.nevillehotels.ie

Enjoy a midweek staycation in one of the Neville Hotel properties, the Royal Marine Hotel, Dún 
Laoghaire, the Kilkenny River Court Hotel or the Tower Hotel & Leisure Centre, Waterford.
• Accommodation for 2 nights for 2 adults.
• Full Irish Breakfast each morning
• An award-winning 4-course meal on one evening of your stay
• Complimentary car parking
• Complimentary Wifi access throughout the hotel
• Subject to availability, terms and conditions apply.
Neville Hotels feature a choice of great value offers on GoldenIreland.ie – a unique Irish website 
exclusively for the Actively Retired. Here you will find a broad range of discounted hotel offers, 
information on places to go and things to see, amazing giveaways and Golden Ireland Gift Vouchers 
– the ideal Christmas, Wedding Anniversary or Birthday Present.

IT’S YOUR TIME
GOLDEN  IRELAND.ie

IT’S YOUR TIME
GOLDEN  IRELAND.ie
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DO YOU RECOGNISE GARDAÍ OR THE 
LOCATION? 
If you can supply any information on the location or the 
members in this photograph please contact 
editor@gardaretired.com  

GARDA ARTEFACTS SOUGHT FOR 
SMALL MUSEUM IN COOTEHALL
Tom Inglis from the Cootehall Community 
Development Group in Co. Roscommon seeks to 
obtain/source Garda artefacts for the creation of a 
small museum which will be located in the former 
Garda Barracks in Cootehall. The Barracks has been 
made famous through the writings of John McGahern, 
whose father served as the local Sergeant there. 
      If any GSRMA Member has Garda Memorabilia (on 
loan or permanent) that may be relevant to the 1940s 
and 1950s, then Tom would welcome your help in this 
regard. He can be contacted at tom.inglis@ucd.ie or 
dangerardwalsh@gmail.com 

INFORMATION SOUGHT ON LEITRIM’S 
HUGHIE TRAVERS 
Hughie Travers was a flute player from Leitrim who played 
in the Dublin Metropolitan Garda Ceili Band.  If anyone 
has any information about Hughie and his Garda career 
and his music, email editor@gardaretired.com 

MEMBER LOOKING FOR PHOTOS OF 
‘CLASS B’ JANUARY 1975  
GSRMA member Declan Barrett (19998B) has never 
seen any class photos from January 1975 ‘Class B’, so 
if you have a copy then please email 
declan.barrett100@gmail.com. 

WHERE WERE YOU ON 10 MAY 1961?  
Jim Mulcare (14738K) was one of 25 recruits who 
joined An Garda Síochána on 10 May 1961. Jim spent 
29 years as an Immigration Officer in Cork before 
his retirement in 1998. Reflecting recently about his 
classmates he expressed a wish to see a copy of his 
class photograph and would love to hear from his old 
colleagues of ‘60 Years Ago’.  If anyone can assist, 
please contact editor@gardaretired.com 

ARE YOU INVOLVED IN POACHING? 
Val McLoughlin, Ballina Branch member, appreciates 
any the help from retired and serving members involved 
in investigating poaching and all the different types of 
poaching in counties throughout the country, on lakes 
and rivers. Please contact Val at valmcloughlin@live.ie 

REMEMBERING PAT DOWD, ATHLONE 
GARDA STATION 
GSRMA member Pat Dowd pictured (middle row, last 
on the right) with his friends and colleagues from 
Athlone Garda Station, following the presentation of 
Long Service Medals in 1990. Pat passed away in 
March 2018 (aged 83). (Press cutting courtesy of his 
daughter Karen Dowd) 
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COVID-19 GRANT 2020 FOR BRANCHES  
The GSRMA Central Committee is acutely aware of 
the impact that the pandemic is having on all GSRMA 
branches and the membership. So, coming towards 
the end of a difficult year, the Association has decided 
to offer a COVID Grant to branches with the express 
condition that it be used to fund a Branch Draw for the 
direct benefit of all branch members. 
 The size of the grant will be the same as the Annual 
Grant paid out in 2020.  Branches have been requested 
to participate by applying to the General Secretary, and 
they must report the results and prize fund to the General 
Secretary by 16 December 2020. Reimbursements will 
be transacted before the end of 2020 in line with the 
financial year-end. 

Notice Board

GSRMA WINTER CAPTION COMPETITION 
How did the train driver explain this? Submit a caption 
for this photo to be in with a chance to win €50 in our 
GSRMA Winter Caption Competition. There is just one 
entry per person with a maximum 20 words per entry. 
Send your entries by post to ‘Caption Competition’, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin D08 AE6X 
or email to editor@gardaretired.com on or before 31 
January 2021! 

GSRMA AUTUMN CAPTION WINNER 
Congratulations to Joe Fitzpatrick, Kildare North Branch 
who bags €50 in the GSRMA Autumn Caption Competition 
with his prize-winning caption ‘Stop waving and 
drawing attention to me I can see you’!  

HISTORY OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA 
Tom Millar and Tony Fagan from the Wexford Branch 
are compiling a history of An Garda Síochána in County 
Wexford since 1921-22. If anyone has any memories, 
photos or recollections they should contact Tony Fagan 
tonyfagan21941@gmail.com or Tom Millar 
millartj@gmail.com. 

STUDIO APARTMENT TO LET 
The GSRMA has a small Studio Apartment to let at No. 5, 
Harrington Street, Dublin D08 AE6X and priority will be 
given in the first instance to GSRMA Members who have 
an interest in renting it for a one-year period.  
      The studio apartment will be available to let from 1 
January 2021. The monthly rent will be  €900. GSRMA 
Members who are interested in renting the apartment 
should reply to gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com 
marking the email ‘Apartment No. 1’ in the subject line, 
as soon as possible. 

‘A QUESTION OF 
HONOUR’ IS NOW 
AVAILABLE  
The book ‘A Question of Honour’ 
by John O’Brien, reviewed 
in the Autumn issue, is now 
available in paperback and 
can be sourced as follows: visit 
www.contrarian.ie or call John 

O’Brien on 01-8417853. You can also check out a 
recent podcast https://lnkd.in/g7yqEyQ 

WINNER OF GSRMA WEBSITE DRAW  
Congratulations to Kathleen Sheridan (00261E) Cork 
West Branch who is our Website Draw winner for Winter 
2020 – €50 is on its way to you Kathleen! 

GSRMA CHRISTMAS DRAW
Congratulations to our Christmas Draw winners, and each 
of these five branch members will receive €500 – Denis 
Naughton, Mullingar; Margaret Gavin and Peter Brunton, 
Dublin North; Marie Landy, Galway; and Donal Raftery, 
Carlow.  
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