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EDITORIAL COMMENT

I rith na bliana seo, agus muid ag comóradh 
céad bliain ó bunaíodh an fórsa, ní mór 
dúinn deimhin a dhéanamh de nach 

mbeidh aon díluacháil ar ár bpinsean, agus go 
leanfar leis an gcothromaíocht idir ár mbaill 
agus ár gcomhleacaithe ar seirbhís.

The ‘deal’, after protracted negotiations, 
is that there would be a 3% increase – 
backdated to 2 February 2022 followed 
by the 1% already agreed under Building 
Momentum to be paid from 1 October 2022. 

A further 2% will be paid on 1 March 2023 
with the final leg of 1.5% (or €750 whichever 
is higher) being paid on 1 October 2023. 
Many members would already have received 
the 1% due on 1 October 2021 and 1% on 1 
February 2022. 

Retired Superintendents and Chief 
Superintendents are the exception as 
they are also engaged with the WRC in 
a protracted claim regarding Availability 
Allowance, which it is hoped will be resolved 
by October 2022.

The GSRMA does not have a seat at the 
negotiating table, despite many requests 
and indeed support from many Garda 
associations, affiliations such as the Alliance 
of Retired Public Servants and political 
figures. 

So, we are at the mercy of the negotiators 
in ensuring an outcome that includes us 
and keeps our precious ‘parity’ in place. The 
Single Pension Scheme Act of 2012 will have 
a huge effect when these current and future 
members seek retirement from the 2040s. 

We have canvassed and met with various 
Garda association representatives and noting 
that the talks are on a ‘confidential’ basis, we 
are satisfied that they have taken on board 
our concerns. Both the President, Joe Dirwan 
and I have made it clear in our contacts that 
‘your members will be our members and 
their pension rights are entrusted to you’.

For the record, ‘parity’ with serving 
members pay remains in place until the 
end of the Building Momentum agreement. 
Therefore, we need to read the fine print and 
the terms of this proposed deal. We believe 
this ‘new deal’ is an extension of the Building 
Momentum agreement and it, therefore, 
extends parity to 31 December 2023. 

So, these increases will flow into our 
pensions at a future date subject to the 

deal being ratified, of course. However, the 
burning question remains – Can we please 
have a say in our pension determination?

This new agreement is being voted on by 
the various unions with a result expected by 
7 October 2022.

Mick Lernihan,
Editor
Autumn 2022

‘LOOK AFTER THE PENNIES 
AND THE POUNDS WILL 

LOOK AFTER THEMSELVES’
Apart from the momentous year that 2022 is in terms of our 
centenary, this year will also be monumental in our parity and 
pension negotiations with the Workplace Relations Commission 
(WRC) and the public sector unions finalising a package to counter the 
massive inflationary pressures foisted upon us due to many factors 
but notably emanating from the Russian invasion of the Ukraine.
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GSRMA goes through  GSRMA goes through  
the motions atthe motions at    

ADM 2022!ADM 2022!

Central Committee Speakers at the ADM                Branch Members Address the ADM



I want to initially thank both Marina and 
Michelle for the immense amount of work 
performed in the weeks and months 

before the ADM took place – and many 
congratulations to Michelle and family 
on the safe arrival of baby Sadhbh in late 
August 2022. Marina decided to contract the 
dreaded COVID-19 virus on the eve of the 
ADM and her experience was sorely missed 
– she has since fully recovered!

I want to place on record the tremendous 
assistance of the Conference Arrangements 
Sub-Committee and especially to Mary B. 
O’Connor, Secretary of the GSRMA Athlone 
Branch – Míle buíochas go léir.

Monday 13 June saw the start of the 
ADM with delegates assembling following 
registration while the GSRMA President, Matt 
Givens, welcomed everyone to the ADM. I 
was tasked with providing the housekeeping 
rules and other conference formalities, while 
the appointment of Tellers and Scrutineers 
as well as adopting Standing Orders was also 
completed.

We were delighted to hear that the 
Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee TD, 
would accept our invitation to join us on 
the Monday afternoon. She spoke about her 
admiration for An Garda Síochána and the 
way we perform our duties, particularly at 
very distressing times for families and she 
stated she had first-hand experience of the 
same. 

Despite her busy schedule, the Minister 
took time to do a ‘tour de table’ after 
her address, introducing herself to all of 
our delegates, and she also posed for a 
photograph with each and every Branch.

NEW CANDIDATES APPOINTED 
It was noted that this was an ‘election year’ 
with the Central Committee and a new 
President due to be elected once more. 
Elections for Munster and Leinster were 
required with sufficient candidates running 
in the Dublin and in the Connaught/Ulster 
Region. 

Five candidates contested the Munster 
Region Elections and Michael Lewis, Tim 

Bowe, Pat Harrington and Michael O’Riordan 
were accordingly elected. Tom Conway, 
William Blayney and Joe Kelly were elected 
in the Leinster Region. 

The Dublin Region nominated John 
O’Brien, Rita Delaney, Michael Coleman, 
Eamon Hession and Frank Fitzpatrick as their 
representatives for the 2022-25 term. Christy 
Joyce, PJ Davey and Joe Dirwan fulfilled the 
vacancies for the Connaught /Ulster Region. 

As President Givens’ tenure was due to 
expire at the end of the ADM, nominations 
were sought for this role from the new 
Central Committee and two candidates 
were nominated – Joe Dirwan from 
Monaghan Branch and Tom Conway from 
the Bray Branch. In a keenly fought election 
campaign, Joe Dirwan secured sufficient 
votes and was deemed elected as the 
incoming President for the 2022-25 period. 

I congratulate those elected and look 
forward to working with you all in the 
coming months. I also thank the outgoing 
members of the Central Committee who 
guided us all through the pandemic with 
minimal loss of function from GSRMA House 
– thank you all.

MOTIONS AND REPORTS 
Upon delivering my Annual Report to 
those assembled, I was delighted to hear 
many compliments for the content and 
the delivery of the same. It was then onto 
prior Remitted Motions and their status. This 
element was accepted by the proposing 
branches. As the first day of the ADM 
came to a close, the members relaxed and 
enjoyed the conviviality of meeting up with 
colleagues and friends after the three-year 
hiatus.

The second day kicked off with the 
Treasurer, Eamon Hession presenting the 
Financial Reports for the past three years. 
While this was detailed in nature, it was 
delivered with ease and the Treasurer then 
answered queries raised by several Branches 
to their satisfaction. It was then into the 
motions’ element of the Annual Delegate 
Meeting.

In this edition of Síocháin, Mick Lernihan, General Secretary, 
reports on the deliberations and the outcomes of the GSRMA’s 
Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM), which was held at the 
Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath from Monday 13 
June to Wednesday 15 June.

GSRMA goes through  GSRMA goes through  
the motions atthe motions at    

ADM 2022!ADM 2022!

ANNUAL DELEGATE MEETING REPORT 2022
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ADM 2022
Carried

Branch:     1 - Pensions and Related Matters:

Donegal North That conference directs the Central Committee through its nominee`s in the Alliance of Retired Public Servants to draw up  
 a strategic plan to ensure that existing arrangements whereby Garda Pensions are linked to the pay of serving members.

Thurles That this ADM direct the Central Committee to uphold long standing GSRMA Policies of Parity of Pensions with Pay Scales  
 of An Garda Síochána.  

Cork City “That Conference calls on the Central Committee to pursue a claim for the granting of a Third Level Degree to GSRMA  
 members who have successfully completed the Garda Training Programme applicable to them at the relevant time, similar  
 to the Degree in Applied Policing Studies conferred on Student Gardai since 2014.   “

Donegal North “This ADM directs the Central Committee to adhere strictly to the terms and conditions of Contract of Employment,   
 including rates of pay and scheduled pay increase entered into with employees at time of the employee’s commencement  
 of employment with the Garda Síochána Retired Members Association. In relation to pay increases for employees,   
 this Association will at all times comply with any National Pay Awards/Agreements as required by law or which   
 are otherwise legally binding on the Association.”

Limerick City “That this ADM calls on the Commissioner, in this Centenary Year, to respect and implement the GSRMA submission   
 requesting the insertion of an Agreed Protocol in the An Garda Siochana Code that officially recognises the Service and the  
 Passing-on of Retired Members.”

Longford “That this ADM calls on An Garda Síochána that when a member retires and on surrender of their Uniform Kit, that their I.D.  
 Card, Badge and Wallet be suitably stamped “”RETIRED”” and returned to the member as their personal property.”

Monaghan “That Conference directs the CEC of GSRMA to continue negotiations with Garda Management in an effort to ensure that  
 a suitable Garda Museum is established, along the lines of Police Museums in other jurisdictions, showcasing the   
 contribution made by our members in the past century policing this State and in a suitable location, open to the public  
 both to visit and as a historical reference centre.”

Monaghan That Conference directs the Central Committee of GSRMA to negotiate with Garda Management in an effort ensure that all  
 members who served and were directly impacted in the 30 years of terrorism during the troubles in Northern Ireland (1969  
 to 1998) be given proper State recognition for their work protecting the State.

Central Committee That this ADM directs the Central Committee to continue the GSRMA Oral History Project on an annual basis and to make  
 the necessary arrangements to ensure funding and direction for its continuance.

Central Committee “Amend Article 4 by the creation of a new category of membership category at (f ): ‘A person who is the spouse/partner of  
 a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members Association and is also in receipt of a Garda Pension, may be admitted  
 as a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members Association with full benefits on the payment of a membership fee  
 amounting to half of the prevailing annual membership fee’.”

Wexford Amendment to Article 21. Sub-section (c) be deleted and replaced by the following: (c). Trustees shall be elected by   
 the delegates at the Annual Delegate Conference. Trustees shall serve for a six year term except for those elected at the  
 first election following adoption of this section who shall serve as follows: The candidate declared first elected shall serve  
 for a period of six years: The candidate declared second elected shall serve for a period of five years and the candidate  
 declared third elected shall serve for a period of four years.

 (d) In the event of a vacancy arising for a position of Trustee between elections then the next succeeding candidate   
 not elected at the previous election for Trustees shall be deemed to be elected as a Trustee and shall serve in   
 the position as Trustee for the remainder of the term of office of the Trustee whose vacancy he/she fills. Where there  is no  
 unsuccessful candidate from the previous election of Trustees then the Central Committee shall co-opt a member as  
 a Trustee of the association and he/she shall serve for the duration of the term of office of the Trustee whose position he/ 
 she fills subject to the approval of the next succeeding Annual Delegate Conference.

 Sub-section (e) be deleted and replaced by the following wording. (e) On the appointment of a new Trustee the   
 Central Committee shall arrange for the new appointment to be completed and recorded in the minute book of the Garda  
 Retired Members Association.

 Sub-section (g) to be removed and replaced by the following wording. (g) Trustees may be removed from office by   
 resolution of the members attending at the Annual Delegate Conference. A new sub-section (h) shall be added as follows.  
 A person shall not be a trustee and a member of the Central Committee at the same time.



There were 30 motions on the Clár and 
of that number, seven were either Lost or 
Withdrawn, 11were ‘Carried’ (See Table 1 
below) while 12 were ‘Remitted’. The new 
Central Committee has now been tasked 
by the new President to get working on 
the elements of the ‘Carried’ as well as the 
‘Remitted’ Motions.

ANNUAL DINNER HIGHLIGHTS 
Following a long day of debating, the 
delegates adjourned for our Annual Dinner 
and were joined by some invited guests 
including Deputy Commissioner Anne Marie 
McMahon who represented Commissioner 
Drew Harris, as he was on annual leave. 

Other guests included our partners in 
publishing, insurance, audit etc, as well 
as our sister organisations of medical aid, 
benevolent society, credit unions and the 
staff associations. We were also joined by our 
fraternal guests from similar organisations 
in England & Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland.

An enjoyable evening was had by one and 
all. Following the main course, a 30-minute 
presentation by Rita Delaney, John O’Brien 
and myself to the assembled audience and 
on our wonderful Oral History Project – 
www.gsrmacapturingourhistory.com – was 
very well received.

The third and final day began with 
addresses by the fraternal delegates 
before we delved into the Liddy Medal 
Presentations. We concluded the business 
of ADM 2022 with the outgaining President, 
Matt Givens delivering his closing address 
before Joe Dirwan took to the podium to 
address the audience as the new GSRMA 
President for the 2022/25 term of Office.

LIDDY MEDAL AWARDS
Finalising the ADM of 2022, eight recipients 
of the prestigious Liddy Medal were awarded 
by Matt Givens, outgoing GSRMA President. 
The citations were read by Billy Saunderson, 
Chair of the Liddy Medal Award Sub-
Committee, as the members were presented 
with their awards standing alongside their 
proud families. 

The Liddy Medal is awarded to members 
who have suffered injury and/or trauma 
during their careers and the injury and/
or trauma was not recognised during their 
service. 

In this our Centenary Year, it was a 
pleasure to have Garda Sean Liddy present 
in uniform and part of the presentation 
party. A serving member with the Armed 
Support Unit in the Dublin Region, Sean is a 
grand nephew of Sean Liddy, the GSRMA’s 
first President in 1961, after whom the Liddy 
Medal is named.

Liddy Medal Recipients:

1. James Connolly, Michael O’Halloran, 
Thomas Lyons and Thomas Miller 
reported for night duty at Donegal Town 
on Sunday 1 October 1978. At 2.30am the 
members on patrol and in the station were 
subjected to injury and trauma when they 
were assaulted and locked in the cells by a 
paramilitary gang who were in the process 
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Vice President Tom Conway                      Treasurer Eamon Hession

of carrying out a post office robbery of a 
substantial amount of money.

2. Garda Tony Lavelle and Garda Martin 
Dempsey were on checkpoint duty at 
Ballyveeney Bridge, a remote area between 
Ballycroy and Mulranny. At about 10pm on 
20 December 1983, they stopped a car and a 
man jumped out of the front seat waving an 
AK47 assault rifle and held the members at 
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gunpoint. Both Gardaí and a third colleague 
were ordered to hand over their notebooks, 
remove their shoes and lie on the ground, 
wherein they had their hands tied behind 
their back. It later transpired that this gang 
was party to the Don Tidey kidnapping.

3. Garda John Mulligan was on duty at 
Athlone, Co. Westmeath on 15 June 1981 
when at 7.30am, he and several colleagues 
were searching a house under Warrant. 
Garda Mulligan suffered a number of stab 
wounds from a female during the course of 
the search. 

4. Garda John Schley was on motorcycle 
patrol out of Rathfarnham Station on 9 June 
1992, when he engaged in the pursuit of 
a stolen vehicle that was fleeing from an 
armed robbery in Bray. He was deliberately 
struck on the right-hand side pinning the 
member under the motorcycle. 

ANNUAL DELEGATE MEETING REPORT 2022

Liddy Medal Award Recipients: Front Row (l-r): Thomas Lyons, Thomas Miller, Michael O’Halloran, Margaret Connolly, Martin Dempsey and Tony Lavelle. 
Back Row (l-r): Eamon Hession, John Mulligan, outgoing GSRMA President Matt Givens, Billy Saunderson, John Schley, Garda Sean Liddy and Joe Lynch.

For further information on the Liddy Medal Award’s criteria, or to apply for an application form, contact the General 
Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin D08 AE6X or email gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com.  
Thank you for your attention and I look forward to meeting you all at events and AGMs at the turn of the year.

Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee TD, pictured with the Cork City Branch delegates at this 
year’s ADM on 13-15 June.
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Continued overleaf...
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MICK’S MESSAGES

While on his tour of Cork the day 
before he was killed at Béal na 
Bláth, Michael Collins wrote in his 

diary that ‘it would be a big thing to get Civic 
Guards both here and in Limerick’. 

It was to be 13 September 1922 when the 
very first group of Civic Guards left training 
and arrived at Swords, Co. Dublin. An event 
will be planned around this date this year. 
Please let me know your events and we in 
GSRMA House will publicise and feature 
them in upcoming editions of ‘Síocháin’.

The Centenary Medal will become 
available within the coming weeks 
and months and I encourage you all to 
contact the Divisional Office from where 
you retired to register for your medal.  
We cannot supply our database of members 
to An Garda Síochána owing to protecting 
your privacy and in compliance with GDPR. 

They have other means of notifying you 
via pension payments etc. If you are in 
difficulty, let your local Branch Secretary 
know and they will try and sort it out for you.

Also in this edition, you will find a full 
Annual Delegate Meeting Report on the 
conference, which was held in the Hodson 
Bay Hotel in mid-June. Matt Givens has 
retired as your President and we welcome in 
a new Central Committee under the guiding 
hand of our new President Joe Dirwan.

Joe is no stranger to ‘Síocháin’ having 
penned many an article on pensions and 
related matters. I wish Joe and the new 
Central Committee all the very best for their 
term of office. I pay tribute to Matt and the 
departing Central Committee members – 
Tom Miller, Billy Saunderson, Marie Roche, 
Marie Landy and Joe Lynch – for their great 
work in the last administration.

ROLL OF HONOUR BOARD
The GSRMA has commissioned a Roll of 
Honour Board which will be located at 
GSRMA House, with a formal unveiling 
to be organised during our traditional 
remembrance month of November. It is a 
nice piece with 89 individual gold plates 
with the name, registered number, date of 
death and location of our late colleagues 
imprinted on the board.

If you were in Newport on 17 August, or 
indeed in Dublin Castle on 27 August, and 
if you have photographs of the event, email 
them to gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com and 
we will log them for possible future use and 
the creation of an online library of the events 
of 2022. 

So, the pay talks are now completed with 
an offer of 6.50% presented to the unions 
for acceptance or rejection – see Editorial 
Comment in this issue. We in the GSRMA are 

keeping a close eye on developments, but 
we fundamentally need to get a seat at the 
negotiating table as we rely on our serving 
colleagues to speak for us and on the 
Alliance of Retired Public Servants to make 
representations.     
 You will see elsewhere in this edition that 
around 10,000 former members, widows 
and widowers as well as dependents survive 
on the Garda Pension – tell your politician 
friends that we worked hard for our pension 
and we deserve to be recognised in the 
determination of our pension.

INCREASED GSRMA MEMBERSHIP
Good news on the GSRMA membership 
front in that we have crossed the 6,000 mark 
for membership for the first time ever with 
6,095 members now enrolled as of August 
2022. 

The numbers are increasing on a monthly 
basis with 42 new applications approved for 
September 2022 – we all know at least one 
former member who has not joined us and 
I encourage you to get them to join and tell 
them the benefits of joining the GSRMA. 

Tell them who got them the rent 
allowance integration, tell them who 
secured the Centenary Medal for not only 
former members but also for the families of 
our dear departed members.

Tell them to listen into Pat Campbell, 
Civic Guard No. 480, and many others in our 
Oral History Project via our website www.
gardaretired.com or by clicking on www.
gsrmacapturingourhistory.com. 

Tell them who is spearheading events 
in all Districts and Divisions around the 
country to celebrate our centenary, whilst 
also remembering with dignity our precious 
89 comrades on our aforementioned Roll of 
Honour.

Comhghairdeachas libh go léir agus le 
bhur muintir as a bheith rannpháirteach go 
díograiseach agus go bródúil i gceiliúradh 
an chomórtha. Ní mór dúinn smaoineamh i 
gcónaí orthu siúd a chuaigh romhainn agus 
gan dearmad a dhéanamh orthu.

Mick Lernihan
Autumn 2022

We are now in the latter portion of 
the year and our centenary events 
are ongoing. It was in the latter part 
of 1922 when the new Civic Guard 
began filtering out into the towns 
and villages of Ireland – still not a 
safe place in the midst of a bloody 
and ruthless Civil War.

SÍOCHÁIN Autumn 2022   15



Letters to 
the Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

Dear Editor,

I was lucky to have served with the late 
Sergeant Maurice O’Sullivan from Naas 
GSRMA branch. Maurice and his wife Helen 
made the Garda Station in Robertstown, 
home from home. Over the years we never 
lost touch. I write this piece in order to show 
how kind and understanding Maurice was. 

On a beautiful summer’s morning people 
were in the bog footing turf. Birds were 
twittering in the hedgerows. I was cycling 
near the Skew Bridge, when a speeding car 
came close to shaving my right leg. A short 
distance away at Allenwood crossroads the 
offending vehicle was parked. An elderly 
couple rushing to catch the Dublin bus were 
too late. Their daughter was getting married 
the next day and they badly needed to get 
to Cleary’s. Along with that the Priest had 
asked them to get him a collar while they 
were there. Missing the bus caused them 
such upset, especially as he never drove in 
the city. I decided to ring Maurice.

He suggested I go off duty and make 
my way to Dublin behind the wheel of 
their Morris Minor with my two very happy 
passengers. On reaching O’Connell Street I 

pulled into the island across from Cleary’s, 
my passengers joyously held hands as 
they crossed the busy street to begin their 
shopping spree for wedding outfits.

I was the only illegally parked man on the 
island when I was approached by a Garda 
reaching for his notebook and pencil. After 
giving him the long version of the saga, he 
allowed me to wait until the return of the 
parcel- laden parents. Back at Allenwood 
Cross they were so grateful and after a 
handshake, hug and a pair of blue socks to 
cover my time as their chauffeur, we said our 
goodbyes. This corporal work of mercy was 
carried out by permission of a kind Sergeant 
some fifty-five years ago. Maurice’s method 
of dealing with the public was waiting on 
the name- Community Policing. 

It was great to read Maurice’s article in 
the Spring issue, and before that his article 
in the Autumn issue of 2015. Maurice loved 
An Síocháin and often phoned me to discuss 
certain items in it. To Helen, a lady, I wish her 
contentment and may Maurice rest in peace 
for he was one kind and understanding 
gentleman.
              Tom Smith 
               Cork City GSRMA

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Tribute to Maurice O’Sullivan
Unique 
Edition of 
SÍOCHÁIN

Dear Editor,

It is with a combination of pride, 
privilege and gratitude that I 
convey to you and to all involved in 
compiling the centenary edition of 
“Síocháin” my sincere congratulations.  

This particular edition of Síocháin 
is a unique edition, embracing within 
its covers, a range of articles that 
inform us about the proud history 
of our great organisation, and the 
significant contributions of its many 
members to its development.

It is also a reminder of the 
personal characteristics and talents 
of the members that made An 
Garda Síochána the respected and 
prestigious police force that it is 
today. In recording the development 
of the force over the years, you 
remind us of its increasingly 
challenging responsibilities 
in a complex society and our 
indebtedness to the ordinary men 
and women – and their families – 
that comprise this great organisation.

Meascán de bhród, de phribhléid 
agus de bhuíochas a ath-mhúsclaíodh 
ionam mar iar-bhall de “An Garda 
Síochána” agus mé ag léamh le fonn 
na haltanna spéisiúla san eagrán 
an-speisialta seo, ag ceiliúradh céad 
bliain éachtach, stairiúilmórtasach de 
An Garda Síochana. Tá sibh molta dá 
mbeinn-se im’ thost.

Le meas agus le buíochas,

                   Aidan Ó Murchú

                     GMSRA Kerry North

Dear Editor,

I was saddened to learn of the death of 
retired D/Gda Ben O’Sullivan. I am further 
saddened that the four cowards who 
inflicted such serious injury on Ben and killed 
his partner (Jerry McCabe) in Adare in June 
1996, are still alive and walking the streets.   
 It is a sad reflection of the society we now 
live in, that the four perpetrators of that 
vicious attack have the support of a Party 
which many are prepared to vote for and to 
help them form the next government of this 
country.

God be with you both - Jerry and Ben.

            Tony Fagan
              Branch Secretary
              GSRMA Wexford

Death of Ben O’Sullivan

Detective Garda Ben O’Sullivan.
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The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and 
intermediate care provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided 
by NAS and Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by agreement with each organisation. At a local level, 
the NAS is also supported by over 275(Mar 2020) Community First Responder schemes, 
responding to particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, 
chest pain, choking and stroke) where it is essential for the patient to receive immediate life-
saving care whilst an emergency response vehicle is en route to the patient.

In recent years, the NAS has embarked on a strategic investment programme to develop 
a modern, quality service that is safe, responsive and fit for purpose. The service is 
implementing a significant reform agenda which mirrors many of the strategic changes 
underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive for high performance and 

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie

www.nationalambulanceservice.ie

THE NATIONAL 
AMBULANCE SERVICE

PARAMEDIC ADVANCED 
PARAMEDIC

INTERMEDIATE  
CARE OPERATIVE

EMERGENCY CALL 
TAKER

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
DISPATCHER

CAREERS IN THE NAS

THE NATIONAL 
AMBULANCE SERVICE

COVID-19 Response
On 4th March 2020 the NAS responded to 
the COVID 19 emergency, the NAS moved 
quickly to perform COVID19 home testing 
by redeploying front-line ambulance 
clinicians from emergency response to 
COVID19 testing, as solo responders in 
Rapid Response Vehicles (RRV). NAS 
staff were trained in nasopharyngeal/
oropharyngeal swabbing and sample 
handling, supply chains for testing kits and 
PPE were put in place, and arrangements 
made to facilitate expedited transport 
of completed tests to the National Virus 
Reference Laboratory.

NAS then introduced ‘pop-up’ testing centres to allow for testing of large groups of people in a controlled environment 
and further developed into static site testing with our colleagues in community health. 

The NAS has been maintaining normal operations during the COVID-19 pandemic, and has additional responsibility for 
COVID-specific initiatives. At a very early stage in the COVID-19 pandemic the NAS was determined to be a key provider 
of COVID-19 testing, and has carried out in excess of 308,000 tests (07:00hrs 8th Feb 2021). This includes testing in 
home, community and residential care settings. The NAS also implemented a dedicated COVID-19 command centre with 
increased clinical capacity, supported by the introduction of an identification system which allows staff on the 112/999 
call system to assess patients who may be COVID-19 positive. COVID-19 specific Pre-Hospital patient assessment and 
treatment protocols were put in place which emphasise treatment at home and ensure transport to an acute hospital is 
reserved for serious or life threatening cases. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

The “Seanad 100 & An Garda Síochána” 
article (p28 Winter Síocháin) made Cork 
City Committee member Willie Gleeson 
feel so proud that his long-term memory 
went into “Tracing his Roots” mode.  

The article on page 28 deals with the 
changing of the name “Civic Guard” to 
“Garda Siochana”. This was proposed by 
Senator Edward MacLysaght in Seanad 
Eireann on 2 August1923. The late Edward 
MacLysaght was the father-in-law of my 
aunt Anna MacLysaght (nee Gleeson 
- my late father’s sister). He (Senator) 
was a lovely, bright, forward thinking, 
interesting man who did a lot of good for 
his country and especially his community 
around Tuamgraney and Raheen, Co. 
Clare.

He was born in the U.K. on 6 November 
1887 and died on 4 March 1986. He was 
also a genealogist and an author, writing 
books on “The Surnames of Ireland and 
Changing Times.”.

My aunt Anna and Willie MacLysaght 
still live at Raheen, from where they ran a 
very successful nursery business for many 
years.

Something nice to reflect on in our 
Centenary Year. Can you establish who 
wrote this piece in our magazine? I would 
very much like to thank them. I will 
forward the article to Anna and Willie (who 
is pictured in the book Changing Times).

As they say it’s a small world!

   Willie Gleeson
   GSRMA Cork City

Tracing his  
roots Garda Celebrations

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,
I received my copy of Síocháin Summer 2022 
and could not leave it out of my hands once 
I started reading it.

Thank you all for a brilliant and most 
enjoyable edition of Síocháin.

   Eamonn Owens
   GSRMA Templemore

Most Enjoyable 
Edition of SÍOCHÁIN

Dear Editor,

On 27 August 2022, as I sat in Dublin 
Castle grounds on a clear and sunny day 
to celebrate the centenary of An Garda 
Síochána it struck me as rather symbolic 
and iconic that the head of the force is 
someone who was closely connected to 
British Policing and its intelligence service. 
History has a funny way of repeating itself 
when one looks back to that day in 1922 
when one of those marching at the head 
of the Civic Guards was himself a former 
RIC member and a close ally of Michael 
Collins.

Music from the Garda Band along 
with the arrival of our marching Garda 
members, made for a day that I, and 
those sitting alongside me, will never 
have the privilege to repeat or see again 
in our lifetimes.

How we forget in this place of great 
symbolism the sacrifices made by those 
first Civic Guards who walked this route 
who took over from the British policing 
and intelligence service.

Policing by consent is and always will 
be the axiom of An Garda Síochána, “ 
not by force of arms but by the moral 
authority of the people”

I am glad to say I was and will always 
be privileged to have served in this 
force of brave and honourable men and 
women.

I have lost colleagues during my 
service and my thoughts are with them 
and their family on this most important 
day in Irish History.

   Christy Galligan 

   GSRMA Donegal North
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Is your biggest cyber 
risk the one you can’t 
see coming?
At EY we help clients transform their cyber 
security posture to safeguard their digital assets 
and facilitate secure cloud enablement at speed, 
enabling them to keep their workplace and clients 
operating in a safe environment. We empower 
organisations to innovate and accelerate their 
growth with confidence.

Learn more ey.com/ie



To all members of An Garda Síochána, on your 
Centenary Celebrations.  
We are very proud to support you.

Congratulations!

From all your friends 
at Actavo Events

www.actavo.com/events
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ACTAVO EVENTS

How long has Actavo Events been 
the partner of choice for An Garda 
Síochána for crowd control and events 
infrastructure solutions?
Actavo Events (formerly EventServ) was 
set-up in 2009. However, our team members 
have worked with An Garda Síochána since 
1995, so we have a breadth of experience 
catering to their needs. 

What types of projects does Actavo 
support, and what do you provide? 
We are contracted to provide support for 
public protests, sporting events, (soccer, 
rugby, GAA, show jumping, marathons and 
mass participation races) Garda Passing Out 
Parades and events, state visits, state funerals 
and governmental events. 

We provide a complete range of crowd 
control barrier systems such as Mojo barriers, 
Heras fencing, welfare units, lighting towers, 
seating platforms and HVM systems. With 
the largest stock of event infrastructure in 
Ireland, our teams have the expertise to 
ensure a smooth and seamless set up and 
de-rig in any location. 

Why do you think Actavo secures repeat 
business from An Garda Síochána?
Based on our values, we provide a 365/24/7 

national service and, to date, have never 
failed to deliver a project regardless of event 
notice or location.  We have a great team, 
who have built a very strong relationship 
with the Garda regional officers, and are 
flexible to their needs, which vary based on 
the event and location.  

Having a high level of understanding of 
each event’s individual needs, we are a low 
maintenance supplier during project scoping, 
planning and execution. We’re confident that 
our diversity of product range, agility and 
flexibility at every stage are key to ensuring 
repeated success with our valued client.

ACTAVO PROUDLY 
SUPPORTS AN GARDA 

SÍOCHÁNA
Actavo Events has partnered with An Garda Síochána for many 
years, to ensure the safety of public servants, dignitaries, and 
members of the public at a wide range of events nationwide.  Paul 
Griffin, Commercial Director and Darragh Byrne, Project Supervisor, 
gave the lowdown during a recent conversation with ‘Síocháin’.

Gardaí entering Dublin Castle during the commemoration event on 27 August 2022.

What are most significant or memorable events Actavo 
Events has supported, and can you tell us more about some 
of these?

• 2011 State visits of the Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
& President Barrack Obama: We supplied infrastructure 
across public and private locations, including all   
emergency routes, which needed to be rendered sterile at 
fixed times or at immediate notice 24/7. To facilitate this, we 
had multiple mobile standby teams on rotation during the 
entire time of both visits. 

• 2014 Giro D’Italia: This event was somewhat unique, due 
to the nature and speed of the sport! Our ROI Team took 
over from our NI Team as the Peloton crossed the border 
and we needed to ensure that that rolling road closure was 
in place in advance of the first rider and re-opened shortly 
after the last rider passed by all the way to the finish line in 
Merrion Square.

• 2018 Papal Visit: We were brought on board very early in 
the planning stage for this event, as there were multiple 

stakeholders. Over the duration of the visit, we had 13 
live locations and over 170 crew, providing over 100km of 
barriers and fencing, staging, seating, media platforms, and 
extensive public access and event infrastructure.

• 2022 Royal Visit of Prince Charles & Camilla to Tipperary: 
We provided infrastructure and welfare facilities to both 
their residence and visit location. Noting the recent passing 
of Queen Elizabeth II, we look forward to welcoming King 
Charles in the near future.

• Annual Passing Out Parades, Templemore: We greatly 
enjoy supporting these memorable occasions for new Garda 
graduates each year. Hopefully the quality of our service 
makes a good first impression with new Gardaí, whom we 
hope to work with in the future.

• 2022 An Garda Síochána Centenary Commemoration: 
This was a great event for our team to work on, to show 
our appreciation and to catch-up with all members past 
and present, whom we have had the pleasure of working 
alongside. 
For more information visit www.actavo.com/events



ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

The reasons for taking out a loan are as 
varied as life is. From car purchases, to 
weddings, to home improvements, 

to that little bit extra for a well-deserved 
holiday or needing a quick bail-out to cope 
with those unexpected living costs life 
throws you – the list is endless. 

“St Paul’s Garda Credit Union is delighted 
to offer fixed rate mortgages to our 
members for the past number of years. 
We have been offering mortgages to our 
members from €40k to €400k for a term 
up to 35 years at a standard variable rate 
of 3.25% which has proven to be highly 
successful,” noted CEO Brendan O`Leary.

“We constantly keep our product offerings 
under review and having listened to our 
members and bearing in mind the current 
market uncertainty regarding interest rates, 
we are delighted to bring a three-year fixed 
interest rate of 2.8% and five-year fixed 
interest rate of 2.85% to the market.

“We believe this will place us among the 
most competitive in the mortgage market 
and will provide certainty to members in 
regard to their mortgage repayment in 
this most turbulent of economic times,” he 
added.

CURRENT ACCOUNT/DEBIT CARD 
FACILITY
Credit unions are highly regarded for their 
exceptional customer service and have 
claimed the top position for the best 
customer experience in Ireland at the official 
CXi awards for several years now. 

According to Brendan O’Leary, this is 
because credit unions are synonymous with 
empathy, integrity and champion personal 
service. “So, you know you are in good hands 
when you choose St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union for all your current account needs. 

“With the closure of some mainstream 
banks in the Irish market St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union reminds members that we 
are also offering Current Account & Debit 
Card facility. With our service you will have 
instant access to your money through our 
Mastercard® Debit Card, secure app, online 
portal, and mobile functionality. 

“Our current account/debit card enables 
you to tap your card, use Apple Pay, Google 
Pay & Fitbit Pay, pay your bills, withdraw cash, 
pay at point of sale at millions of locations 
worldwide, and our current accounts also 
provide an overdraft facility for members.

‘Our credit union current account provides 

a globally accepted Mastercard 
Debit Card with a friendly 
service. With our easy sign 
up and low, transparent fees; 
members will see why this is the 
correct choice for your current 
account’.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union 
is a not-for-profit co-operative 
financial institution, which is 
member owned and run, and 
provides a wide range of services to 
serving and retired members of An 
Garda Síochána, and their families. 

For further information on the 
benefits for members visit the new and 
improved website www.stpaulscu.ie

ST PAUL’S OFFER NEW 
FIXED RATE MORTGAGES

With consumers faced with rising energy costs and interest 
rates, not to mention a raft of other increases now coming down 
the line, St Paul’s Garda Credit Union is offering members new 
reduced three- and five-year fixed-rate mortgages. CEO Brendan 
O’Leary outlines the fixed-rate mortgages on offer, in addition to 
their new current account and debit card facility.

If you borrow €150,000 over 20 
years at a three-year fixed rate 
of 2.8%, reverting to standard 
variable of 3.25% (APR 3.16%) at 
the end of the fixed-rate period, 
monthly repayments equate 
to €816.96 for 36 months and 
€846.13 for the remaining term 
of the loan. This represents 
a total amount repayable of 
€202,013.42 with cost of credit of 
€52,013.42.

EXAMPLE OF 
A TYPICAL 
MORTGAGE
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All loans subject to approval. T&Cs apply.  
WARNING: If you do not meet the repayments on 
your loan, your account will go into arrears. This may 
affect your credit rating which may limit your ability 
to access credit in the future. St. Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union Ltd. is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Figures quoted are indicative, actual repayments may vary. All loans subject to approval. 
T&Cs apply. WARNING: If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will 
go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating which may limit your ability to access credit 
in the future. St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd. is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Boreenmanna Road, Cork, T12 TN67
Tel: 353-(0)21-4313355  |  Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie
www.stpaulscu.ie

REPAY

RATE

*If the APR does not vary during the term of the loan the total amount payable is €61,400.38

Borrow TERM Cost 
of credit

€50,000  10 years €11,400.38 

(4.33% APR)

4.25%

LoansImprovement 
   home

€117.63
WEEKLY

St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Ltd.
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in the future. St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd. is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
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HOME EQUITY RELEASE 
WITHOUT A LOAN

residential reversions ltd, trading as home plus, 
is regulated by the central bank of ireland

w: www.plus.ie 
p: 01 211 8212

B RO U G H T  T O  YO U  BY

Home Plus has launched a new Health and Fitness 
Programme – BOlder, to help older people stay active,  

because Retirement is for Living.

In association with

HOME PLUS

A home equity release 
without a loan is a 
financial solution for 
people over 55 who 
have some or all of 
their wealth tied up in 
their home. It enables 
homeowners to unlock 
some of the value in 
their homes, confident 
that they can remain 
in their own home, 
and gives them 
options for how to 
spend their retirement 
years.

With a home equity release without a loan (or a home reversion), a homeowner opts 
to sell a share of their home, typically between 20% to 70%, in exchange for a 

lump sum, while retaining the right to continue living there for the rest of their lives. The 
homeowner can then use the lump sum as they please.
      At Home Plus, we found that these funds are used for things such as energy retrofits, 
home renovations or helping their children get on the property ladder. In some instances, it 
is a solution to pay for an outstanding mortgage and/or other debts.

How is this different from a lifetime loan? With a lifetime loan, homeowners take out a 
loan and are charged compound interest on this loan. Unlike lifetime loan companies, Home 
Plus products are not loans. 
      So, our customers are not charged any interest. This means that, once they maintain 
the terms of the agreement, our customers will always own a share of their home and that 
share is fixed at the level they choose from start to finish. This allows the homeowner to 
leave the remaining share as an inheritance for their family or loved ones

About Home Plus: Home Plus is the only provider of home equity release without a loan in 
Ireland and is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. Home Plus has four core values by 
which we operate – empathy, integrity, transparency and simplicity. Our values are central to 
everything we do as a company – from the people we hire to how we treat our customers. 

For more information about our ‘Home Equity Release Without a Loan’ visit www.plus.ie, 
email info@plus.ie or phone 01-2118212. 
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KDM Construction Ltd| Leading the way in 
building and civil construction throughout Ireland 

Established in 2005, KDM Construction Ltd is a leading construction company based 
in Boyle, Co. Roscommon and is actively involved in the development and sale of 
residential properties throughout Ireland. 

 

An exceptional Development  
This long awaited and highly anticipated development comes to the 

market with a quality and finish that will surpass anything seen before 
in Kilcullen. Kilcullen has long been one of the most beautiful locations 
close to Dublin and Cairnhill Meadows lives up to these expectations 

with this beautifully designed scheme of high-end homes. 

This brand new development is constructed to the highest building and 
environmental standards, resulting in A-rated energy efficient homes. 

These superb new homes will immediately impress with their high-
quality design, well-proportioned rooms and excellent finish 

throughout. 
 



of our membership. We need effective 
processes whereby needy situations are 
discreetly brought to notice, for appropriate 
consideration and timely action.

This fund is specifically placed under the 
stewardship of the GSRMA President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Chairperson of Welfare 
Committee and one other nominated 
member of the Central Committee with the 
General Secretary as advisor.

SELF-HELP ‘CARA CRAOIBH’ PROJECT
The Cara Craoibh - Panel of Friends initiative 
was rolled out nationally in 2018 and is tailor-
made for the GSRMA. The ‘Garda Family’ and 
its longstanding traditions of camaraderie, 
loyalty, friendship and association-history, 
makes it a very suitable vehicle for a self-help 
project like Cara Craoibh. 

Professional training of volunteers to highest 
Alone and EAS standards, immeasurably 
enhances the service in terms of benchmark 
and professionalism. It also provides a 
reporting, review and escalation process 
with team expertise to deliver a better 
service to our members. The historical 
visitations which continue to be engaged 

COMMUNICATING WITH MEMBERS
We are committed to the provision of 
appropriate and relevant communication 
with our members on all areas potentially 
affecting physical and mental wellbeing. 
We will continue to utilise and develop all 
communication channels at our disposal to 
ensure maximum access to and benefit from 
timely advisories creating opportunities for all.

The identification of the training needs 
and beneficial courses are priorities to 
be explored and provided for in addition 
to examination at Branch level of any 
deficiencies or welfare initiatives which may 
be of benefit locally or indeed nationally.

The GSRMA has ringfenced a sizeable 
amount of national funds per annum to 
specifically to respond to the appropriate, 
exceptional and justifiable welfare demands 

WELFARE STRATEGY 
SUPPORTS NEEDS OF 

GSRMA MEMBERS

WELFARE REPORT

This year’s GSRMA ADM in the Hodson 
Bay Hotel, Athlone, Co. Roscommon 
from 13-15 June saw the election 

of Joe Dirwan from Monaghan Branch as 
President, while six new Central Committee 
members were also elected to add to the 
new GSRMA Central Committee for the next 
three and six years potentially. 

Joe Dirwan has actively sought the 
support of all of his CC members to achieve 
and progress the identified welfare targets 
for our membership, which currently stands 
at c. 6,095.

Welfare is an all-embracing term, 
encompassing the health, happiness and 
fortune(s) of a person or group. Where 
salient, cases meriting and warranting 
welfare assistance are identified, they should 
evoke a positive response.

We have a responsibility to provide an 
optimum service to our membership, within 
our capacity. We need to select suitable 
CC members and adopt a methodology to 
identify and respond to the relevant issues 
in these areas that are affecting our people. 
This should be undertaken nationally, via the 
Branch network.

Following his election as GSRMA President at the ADM in June, 
Joe Dirwan emphasised that the implementation of the GSRMA 
Welfare Strategy will form a cornerstone platform during his 
tenure. Report by Frank Fitzpatrick, Central Committee & Dublin 
North Branch.
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About the Welfare Committee: 
Frank Fitzpatrick (right) is Chair of 
the GSRMA Welfare Committee. He 
is joined during this term by Central 
Committee members Pat Harrington, 
PJ Davey, Joe Kelly, Michael Coleman 
and Michael O’Riordan. Any welfare 
matters should be brought to their attention which 
will be treated in the strictest confidence.

welfare and must be maintained, given the 
present economic climate and cost of living 
and overall uncertainty at this time.

We will be receptive to vindicated 
initiatives from our branches and membership 
and actively encourage everyone to 
be responsive in this area. The Central 
Committee is in place to govern your 
Association on your behalf. 

Make your voice count! There are many 
organisations, activities and groups involved 
in activities which promote physical and 
mental wellbeing. It is important that our 
Association reap the benefit that accrues 
from such institutions.

There is a raft of welfare related subjects 
and approaches which would be beneficial 
to us – let’s not ignore them. Carpe Diem.

beneficial. This is augmented by some 
subvention, free draws and events. All of 
which tend to make us feel better. We will 
continue with Social Committee activities 
on the feel-good influence, feedback and 
demand for such service. 

PENSION/LIVING STANDARDS
A further area, which I include under the 
welfare umbrella, is that of our continued 
efforts to protect our standards of living 
and pensions. There was clearly a lot of 
support for the GSRMA action in pursuing 
rent integration and our stance in relation 
to Centenary Medals. We are embarking 
on a prominent stance via the Alliance of 
Public Servants and through representation 
on the National Federation of Pensioners’ 
Association (NFPA) to maximise efforts in 
retention of parity and to obtain a voice 
at the negotiating table in relation to our 
pensions and conditions. 

The GSRMA holds executive positions 
in both organisations – Vice Presidency of 
the Alliance and Treasurer of NFPA. These 
powerful and numerically strong lobbies 
are union backed. We see this obligation as 

in by the Garda family, better serve our 
membership with the value of training and 
teamwork. 

Best practice, in welfare terms, hinges a 
lot on good communication. It is our policy 
in GSRMA to provide our membership with 
suitable communication platforms and the 
methodologies to ensure that we get timely, 
consistent and salient information to our 
audience. The investment in our General 
Secretary and his office staff, with their 
wholehearted commitment, reinforces this 
important welfare objective. 

We currently have a variety of 
communication processes to ensure that 
we cater for as many of our personnel as 
possible. We are committed to ensuring 
that there is no slippage of this important 
objective. 

Given the importance of the welfare remit 
being endorsed by our President, our Central 
Committee is fully committed to identify, 
advance and develop welfare initiatives.

The GSRMA Social Committee, is in my 
view inextricably linked to the welfare 
remit. The provision of trips, tours and 
opportunities to meet people is welfare 

WELFARE REPORT
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

26th November 2022

1st December 2022

7th December 2022

8th December 2022

Memorial Service for Deceased Members
St Paul of the Cross Church, Mount 
Argus, Dublin.

12 Days of Christmas Draw begins.

Annual General Meeting.

Christmas Bumper Draw with €500,000 
in cash prizes.

S T  R A P H A E L ' S  

ChristmasChristmas
Opening HoursOpening Hours

Friday 23rd
Saturday 24th
Monday 26th
Tuesday 27th
Wednesday 28th
Thursday 29th
Friday 30th
Saturday 31st
Monday 2nd
Tuesday 3rd

9:30 to 16:30
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
9:30 to 16:30
9:30 to 16:30
Closed
Closed
9:30 to 16:30

*subject to change. Please visit our website closer to the time for up-to-date details.



Louth and Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) is committed to 
excellence and innovation in the education of young people and adults through 
the provision of dynamic services delivered by professional staff.

LMETB is the largest education and training provider in Louth and Meath 
providing a broad range of education and training services to over 30,000 
students and learners annually from Primary school, Post Primary, Post Leaving 
Certificate to Adult Learning Services, Community Education, Back to Education 
Initiatives and Adult Guidance. LMETB with its local Authority Partners also 
manages two Music Generation Programmes and recently opened the Advanced 
Manufacturing Technology Centre of Excellence (AMTCE), a new initiative 
spearheaded by the Chief Executive of LMETB seeking to put manufacturing 
at the centre of society with advanced training and development of high-tech 
techniques.

LMETB is a diverse and inclusive workforce with over 2,700 employees, we 
offer ample opportunity for progression and upskilling with opportunities to 
work on initiatives that will help Ireland respond to the challenges of a changing 
world, whether that’s in the realm of Teaching in Schools/Further Education 
and Training Sector or in the Advanced Manufacturing Training Centre of 
Excellence. Career opportunities in LMETB exist in Administrative Support Roles, 
Caretaking, Craft Instructors, Engineering and Science roles, SNA Roles, and 
many other opportunities. We have a huge variety of roles to suit school leavers, 
college graduates and professionals of all levels of skills and experience.

Contact LMETB Recruitment at 046 906 8200 or by emailing recruitment@
lmetb.ie to discuss opportunities available.

To Learn more about LMETB log onto:
www.lmetb.ie

www.etbjobs.ie
www.amtce.ie

Tel: 046 9068200
Email: education@lmetb.ie

Air Sea Road

KRL provides the skills and services to meet all your 
freight and logistics and requirements anywhere within 
Ireland or overseas. 
A comprehensive range of express services for consignments of 
palletised freight throughout the UK and Europe at competitive rates. 
Worldwide Airfreight and Seafreight Shipments handled daily through 
our Regional Offices, with the abiilty to deliver door to door to and 
from almost any corner of the globe. 
A tailor-made, personal service for KRL’s client base ranges from 
large corporations and SME companies to the one-off, individual 
customer. 
We pride ourselves on providing a bespoke service with the ability to 
adapt to your personal requirements. 

Freight Logistics 
Solutions

Unit 1 Distribution Centre,
Shannon Industrial Estate, Shannon Co. Clare,

kr-l.com

+353 61 363816

Ireland@kr-l.com

L O G I S T I C S



membership commences from date of 
attestation. The scheme is a contributory 
one. Periodic deductions are made 
from pensionable remuneration during 
pensionable service with the force until the 
date of discharge. 

Any outstanding contributions are 
deducted from Retirement or Contingent 
benefits. Contributions outstanding in 
respect of pensionable allowances at 
retirement/death are deducted from 
gratuities to cover service during which 
periodic contributions were not made. The 
main benefits payable under the scheme are 
pension and retirement/death gratuity. 

There is no minimum service requirement 
for death gratuity. However, depending 
on service, the member’s legal personal 
representative receives a minimum of one 
year’s pensionable remuneration or up 
to a maximum of 1.5 years’ pensionable 
remuneration. To be eligible for 
superannuation benefits (other than Death 
Gratuity) the member must have at least 
two years approved service. Retirement on 
pension requires that the member attain the 
age of 50 years and have at least 30 years 
approved service (25 years in the case of 
members who availed of the option to so 
do).

The Public Service Superannuation 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2004 
provided that new entrants appointed 
to An Garda Síochána after 1 April 2004 
cannot retire on pension until attaining 55 
years of age. They may retire at a later date 
up to 60 years of age subject to the Garda 
Commissioner being satisfied as to their 
health and capability requirements. 

 A member who resigns with less than two 
years’ reckonable service has no entitlement 

The Annual Report states: “The Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform will have regard 
to the Consumer Price Index in accordance 
with Sections 40 and 47 of the Public Service 
Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) 
Act, 2012 when considering any increase to 
the rate of pensions in payment”. The GSRMA 
is strongly opposed to this provision. If 
implemented, it would be the death knell 
of Pension/Parity

MAIN PENSION SCHEME 
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the main pension scheme 
is compulsory for all members attested 
to the Force before 1 January 2013 and 

UPDATE ON PENSION AND 
PARITY POLICIES

PENSIONS REPORT

Details of the sum expended in the 
year ended 31 December 2021 
compared with the sum granted for 

superannuation in respect of ex-members of 
An Garda Síochána, their surviving spouses 
and children are recorded in the 2021 Annual 
Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform has overall responsibility for the 
operation of the scheme. However, the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has 
delegated authority to the Minister for Justice 
to award pensions, retirement gratuities and 
death gratuities. 

The Department of Justice is regarded as 
the Trustee/Administrators of the scheme for 
the purposes of the Family Law (Separation) 
Act, 1995 and the Family Law (Divorce) Act, 
1996 and the Civil Partnership and Certain 
Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 
2010.

In the event of judicial separation or 
divorce, a Court application for a Pension 
Adjustment Order in respect of the retirement 
or contingent benefits payable to or in respect 
of a married member may be made.

 Expenditure under the schemes is met from 
current revenue. Individuals should address all 
enquiries to: Pensions Administration Section, 
Financial Shared Services, Department of 
Justice, Deerpark, Killarney, Co. Kerry. Eircode 
V93 KH28.

Under the provisions of Section 55 of the Pensions Act, 1990, the 
Administrators of the Garda Síochána Superannuation Schemes 
are obliged to prepare an Annual Report. The statutory terms and 
conditions of the schemes are set out in the Garda Síochána Pensions 
Orders, 1925 to 1981, and agreements under the Garda Síochána 
Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme, writes Joseph Dirwan, GSRMA 
President & Monaghan Branch.

Total in 
Receipt of 
Benefits

Retired Members 
of the Force

Spouses and 
Children

Pensions 
Preserved to 
Age 60

GSRMA 
Membership

11,084 8,954 2,130 462 6,095

IMPORTANT NOTE: The summary following, and the contents herein, does 
not purport to be a legal interpretation of the Garda Síochána Superannuation 
Code.
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Carlow County Council’s Decade of 
Centenaries Programme 2022

Commenced in 2013, The Decade of Centenaries Programme is dedicated to promoting an inclusive, 
respectful, authentic, measured and consultative approach to the commemoration of the landmark 
events that occurred in Ireland from the outbreak of World War I to the establishment of the Irish 

Free State.

In recent years the focus of attention has shifted to the War of Independence and Civil 
War, and these included in 2020 a performance entitled “Kevin Barry and The Oral 
Tradition”, which was accompanied by a published booklet.

In 2021 a series entitled “The Civil War & the Oral Tradition” aired on local radio, and 
during 2022 a 10-part Video & Podcast Series is being aired. Information on how to 
access these events and publications can be found at 

            http://www.carlowlibraries.ie/decadeofcentenaries

Supported by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media under the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023 initiative.

Planned for 2022 are the following initiatives;

Publication of 4 books, “The Civil War and the Oral Tradition”; “The Life of Vol. Tom 
Kehoe”; “Lives Cut Short”; “Writers Respond to The Civil War”.

Artworks re-interpreting some of Carlow’s most famous photographs from the period;

Jigsaws depicting iconic moments from the Civil War will be presented to Carlow’s 
schools;

A continuation of the Carlow Decade of Centenaries video & podcast series;

The presentation of the Centenarians medal to every Carlovian that reached 100 years 
during the period 2017-22;

The roll-out of a Community Grant Fund to assist  
with the production of local commemorative  
projects.



About the Author: Joe Dirwan, the 
newly elected GSRMA President, hails 
from Co. Galway. He performed most 
of his service in the border area of Co. 
Monaghan. Joe has been President 
of AGSI as well as its General 
Secretary.

appointed from 1 July 1984. A spouse’s 
contributory pension is normally half the late 
member’s pension entitlement. 

However, where a member dies in service, 
or after retirement on grounds of ill-health, 
the spouse’s pension entitlement is half the 
pension which would have been payable 
to the late member had s/he served to 
compulsory retirement age. Allowances may 
also be payable in respect of dependent 
children.

Revised Scheme: Membership of a Revised 
Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension 
Scheme is compulsory for all members 
appointed on or after 1 November 1984. The 
revised scheme, which did not involve the 
payment of extra contributions, provided 
pension benefits for dependents excluded 
from the earlier scheme viz.:

(i). the spouse and children of a member 
who marries after retirement, 

(ii). children of members born outside of 
marriage, 

(iii). children conceived after a member’s 
retirement, 

(iv). children of a member whose spouse 
died before membership began. 

Refunds of Contributions: Under the 
earlier scheme, contributions may be 
refunded to members who are single or 
widowed at the time of retirement. Under 
the 1984 scheme the only circumstances in 
which a refund of contributions would apply 
is where a member retires or resign without 
entitlement to pension or preserved pension 
and does not transfer service to a public 
service organisation for superannuation 
purposes.

actuarial reduction to take account of the 
early payment of lump sum and the longer 
period over which pension would be paid. 
The scheme is available to members serving 
on or after 1 April 2004. 

To be eligible to apply for cost neutral 
early retirement, a member must have an 
entitlement to a preserved superannuation 
benefit at age 60 and be aged at least 50 at 
the time of resignation. Members who meet 
the above criteria have the option of:

1. Waiting until age 60 and receive a 
preserved pension and lump sum in the normal 
way, or 

2. Applying for immediate payment of 
preserved pension and lump sum, both of 
which will be actuarially reduced. 

The ex-member may be permitted 
to transfer service (no minimum service 
requirement) to another public sector 
organisation under the ‘Transfer of Service 
Scheme’. The award of benefits, where the 
member does not satisfy the minimum 
service and age requirements, are only 
payable in certain circumstances, subject to 
the relevant certification by the Garda Chief 
Medical Officer and in consultation with the 
Commissioner. 

The approval of the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform is required in such 
cases. 

(A) Discharge on the grounds of incapacity: A 
member who is required to retire before normal 
retirement age on the grounds of incapacity 
due to mental or physical infirmity and who 
has more than five years’ approved service may 
be awarded an ill-health retirement gratuity 
and pension. In such cases, the member is 
usually credited with “added years” of service for 
the purpose of calculating the award. 

(B) Special Pension: A Special Pension is 
payable to a member discharged on grounds 
of incapacity, who is medically certified to be 
incapacitated for the performance of duty by 
infirmity which was occasioned by an injury 
received in the execution of duty, without 
the member’s own default. The rate of the 
Special Pension depends on the degree of 
disablement and in some cases can exceed 50% 
of pensionable remuneration. 

CONTRIBUTORY PENSION SCHEME
The Garda Síochána Spouses’ & Children’s 
Contributory Pension Scheme came into 
force in respect of members retiring from 23 
July 1968. This scheme provides a pension 
for the spouse and/or dependent children 
of a member who dies in service or having 
qualified for a pension or preserved pension. 

The Scheme is given statutory effect by 
virtue of the Garda Síochána Pensions Order, 
1981 and membership of the Scheme is 
compulsory for male members appointed on 
or after 1 January 1972 and for all members 

PENSIONS REPORT

to a pension or lump sum. However, the 
member may transfer service (no minimum 
service requirement) to another public 
sector organisation under the ‘Transfer of 
Service Scheme’ or apply for a refund of 
superannuation contributions.

A member who was serving on or after 1 
October 1976 and who voluntarily resigns 
with at least two years reckonable service 
(five years reckonable service if resignation 
took place before 2 June 2002) is entitled to 
preserved benefits, payable on application, 
at age 60 years. The lump sum and pension 
are based on reckonable service and 
pensionable remuneration at the date of 
resignation uprated by the appropriate 
increases between that date and age 60 
years. 

A spouse’s pension is payable with effect 
from the date after which the death of a 
member occurs, provided the member 
opted to join the Spouses’ and Children’s 
Contributory Pension Scheme. A death 
gratuity is also payable to the member’s 
estate if a retirement lump sum has not 
already been paid. In such cases the benefits 
are based on the service outlined above 
and the remuneration is uprated to date of 
death. 

COST NEUTRAL EARLY RETIREMENT 
In April 2005, the Minister for Finance 
Brian Cowen announced the introduction 
of cost neutral early retirement for the 
public service. The scheme allows staff to 
retire early with immediate payment of 
superannuation benefits, subject to an 
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Leading and collaborating 
with all to drive and shape a 
better future for our county

Congratulations to all members and staff of An Garda Síochána on 
celebrating its centenary, from the Cathaoirleach, management  

and staff of Cavan County Council



GSRMA PROJECT 
REMEMBERS 89 FALLEN 

HEROES

JFK in O’Connell Street, Dublin in 1963

CENTENARY REPORT

Ihope you all enjoyed our Centenary 
Commemoration Edition of the Síocháin 
magazine. Leafing through the pages and 

photographs gave me pause for thought.
Looking back on the men and women 

who joined An Garda Síochána since 
1922, through the decades and from 
many different perspectives, e.g., Sport, 
International Peacekeeping, Pay and 
Pension, it is hard to realise the impact of 
the founding members, many of whom who 
took up duty during the Civil War and most 
of them did it unarmed. 

It is a great honour for the Centenary 
Working Group and the Central Committee 
to be associated with these members 
through the Oral History Project. We have 
been very lucky to interview family members 
of those founding men. 

We have been lucky to interview men and 
women from all the different sections in An 
Garda Síochána, all of which contribute to 
the peaceful and democratic life we enjoy in 
Ireland. 

It also brought into clear detail the 89 
members who were killed in the course 
of their duty. When they left their homes 
and loved ones to go on duty, they never 
thought that they would not return. 

The impact on the families and 
communities of the fallen men is difficult to 
articulate in an interview. It is felt by family 
members of the men who died and indeed 
by the many colleagues in the GSRMA 

Rita Delaney, Centenary 
Working Group & Dublin West 
Branch, says that in compiling 
the Oral History Project, it has 
been a great honour for the 
GSRMA’s Centenary Working 
Group and the Central 
Committee to interview family 
members of the founding 
members of the force, from the 
early years.

About the Author: Rita Delaney is a 
member of the Dublin West Branch and 
represents the Dublin Region on the 
Central Committee. She is Centenary 
Committee Chair, implementing the 
GSRMA’s Capturing our History Project 
(www.gsrmacapturingourhistory.com). Rita joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1984 and served in many locations 
throughout the country.

that the State has not acknowledged their 
contribution to the safety of communities 
and ensuring the security of the State in 
some very dark periods of Irish history in the 
last century.

The Centenary Working Group and the 
Central Committee have been active in 
securing the Centenary Medal for all retired 
members and widows. The Oral History 
Project has been active in securing the 
stories and recollections of retired members 
where they will be preserved for posterity on 
the GSRMA website backed up by a process 
in Head Office in GSRMA House. 

I would like to think that our retired 
colleagues feel that we in the GSRMA are 

doing something, however small, to redress 
the feeling that their contributions to the 
Irish State have not been in vain. We will 
continue to highlight this.

Comhghairdeas le gach ball den Gharda 
Síochána atá ar seirbhís agus ar scor agus lena 
dteaghlaigh.

Funeral of Seamus Quaid, RIP in 1980
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COMMEMORATIONS REPORT

Nationally, events were held in the 
Gresham Hotel in May 2022 and in 
Newport, Co. Mayo on 17 August 2022 

commemorating our First Commissioner – 
Michael Staines. On 27 August 2022 at Dublin 
Castle over 2,000 people gathered to celebrate 
the re-creating of the march on 17 August 
1922 into Dublin Castle by Michael Staines, 
this time led by our 20th Commissioner, Drew 
Harris. 

Over 400 GSRMA members attended from 
almost all branches across Ireland. The day was 
blessed with sunshine and many that were 
there, expressed thanks to be present on such 
a historic day.

I would ask our membership to gather all 
the photos of their local events and we will 
include a ‘Commemoration Section’ from the 
branches in the Winter Edition of Síocháin. This 
will be a fitting way to end 2022 and to leave 
memories of this momentous year for you to 
look back and reflect in the months and years 
to come. Let us know your events and we can 
circulate to your branches as a reminder closer 
to the time.

The Centenary Edition of Síocháin 
(published in August 2022) has been a great 
success and we have distributed additional 
copies to your branches in case you seek 
one for a Garda relative etc. Note that they 
are limited in nature. Add to that the GSRMA 
Book – ‘Securing the Irish State’ – which is 
available to purchase from GSRMA House (see 
elsewhere in this edition).

There are many dates set aside for 
commemoration. One such date on 12 
November 2022 is one which will be 
undertaken by Jim Phelan, Tom Walton 
and their colleagues in the Laois Branch. 
This commemoration will take place at the 
graveside of Garda Henry Phelan at Camross, 
Co. Laois. Henry was the first Civic Guard to 
be murdered in the service of Ireland on 14 
November 1922 at Mullinahone. 

For this edition of the commemoration, I will 
let the images speak for themselves. Thanks 
to Alan Dowley from the Meath Branch who 
supplied some of the images. Keep the images 
rolling in please to editor@gardaretired.com.

CENTENARY OF EVENTS 
MAKE THEIR MARK

PICTURED IN NEWPORT, CO. MAYO ON 17 AUGUST 2022

The Centenary year is in full swing with events taking place 
locally and nationally around the time of the year that the first 
Civic Guards arrived in local towns and villages whilst other 
centre their celebrations around those members on our precious 
Roll of Honour, which mentions each of our brave 89 colleagues 
throughout the Centenary Edition of Síocháin, writes  
Mick Lernihan, General Secretary & Bray Branch.

Ml Keane, PJ Davey, Joe Dirwan, Christy Hyland, Denis Gallagher, Eamon Hession.

About the Author: Mick Lernihan 
is the GSRMA General Secretary 
who served in An Garda Síochána 
from 1977 to 2012 in Dublin, Cavan, 
Clare, Kildare and also as Police 
Commander in Nicosia, Cyprus with 
the UN.

GSRMA President Joe Dirwan with 
Michael Staines in Newport, Co. 
Mayo on 17 August 2022.

Below: Christy Joyce, Mick Lernihan, Chief Supt Ray 
McMahon, Joe Dirwan and Eamon Hession
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COMMEMORATIONS REPORT

PICTURED AT DUBLIN CASTLE ON 27 AUGUST 2022

Commissioner Drew Harris lead Gardaí into Dublin Castle  
(Courtesy of Alan Downey, Meath Branch)

General Secretary Mick Lernihan and former 
General Secretary Paschal Feeney (Bray).

Cavan Branch Members Earnan Gilleran, Michael Ryan, John Smyth.

Willie Gleeson Cork City, GSRMA President Joe Dirwan, Joe Watkins (Fermoy) and Hugh 
Collins (Fermoy).

The GSRMA Cork City Contingent with Jim Herlihy.

Brothers in Arms - Con Moynihan (Athlone) and Phil Moynihan (Bray).
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County Monaghan Programme
Since 2013, Monaghan County Council through the Library and Museum services have been delivering a 
diverse programming of  engagement, from our One Book One County annual project where we are reading 
a book relating to that particular period in Irish history, to researching and discovering the poets and 
writers of  this revolutionary period, Autumn lecture series, or bringing to life through digital animation key 
events of  Monaghan history of  100 years ago, to the many research projects working with academics, local 
historians and creative practitioners leading to the award winning exhibitions in our County Museum.  We 
work with many local, regional and national partners and for 2021-2023 we will be engaging on a key multi-
disciplinary collaborative project including cross border partners in 
bringing to life our project ‘Bordering Realities’ through exhibitions 
and events in 2023 at new home of  The Peace Campus in Monaghan 
town for the County Museum and Monaghan branch library.

Office of  the Cathaoirleach 
Writing Competition
As we come to the latter stage of  the period known as the decade 
of  commemorations, Monaghan County Council through the 
Office of  the Cathaoirleach of  Monaghan County Council and 
the it’s Library and Museum services, invites children and young 
people to research and write about this period in time for County 
Monaghan. This competition intends to compliment the history 
curriculum in primary and secondary schools. We hope it can 
promote the learning of  our history by students particularly in 
the context of  County Monaghan.

For more information on our programme go 
to https://monaghan.ie/library/decade/



for this popular lovely four-star hotel for our 
four-night break beginning on 22 January 
2023. Breakfast and dinner each evening, 
nightly entertainment, full use of leisure 
facilities, our annual talent competition,  
in addition to an organised day tour are  
just some of the activities to which  
members can look forward.

Pick up from and back to Ennis train 

On our final night everyone enjoyed 
a Gala Easter Dinner – a little bit early – 
followed by an Irish Cabaret, a great way to 
finish a thoroughly enjoyable break.

NEW YEAR BREAK TO FALLS HOTEL
Bookings are now open for our January 
2023 break to The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, 
Co. Clare. We have secured a fantastic deal 

SOCIAL TRIPS NOW  
BACK ON TRACK!

Group Photograph following Mass in Rossnowlagh

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

The pandemic has changed so many 
things and over the past few years it 
has been difficult to plan ahead.   

 Our scheduled trip for January 2021, 
which had been postponed many times, 
finally took place at The Great Northern 
Hotel, Bundoran on 3 April 2022.

The few days were enjoyed by our 
members and family with lots of activities to 
suit everyone, the evening entertainment 
stretched into lots of late-night sing-alongs. 
Our day tour was spent in Killybegs and 
Ballybofey, where some members enjoyed 
retail therapy, it was lovely to see this scenic 
part of Donegal. We also celebrated a Mass 
in the Franciscan Friary in Rossnowlagh to 
remember our dearly departed and for the 
intentions of all our members.

Thursday was much anticipated with the 
annual talent competition taking place, 
we had a great variety of entrants and 
everything including poetry, storytelling, 
music and singing were the order of the day. 
This event is always a great afternoon of fun 
and of course fantastic prizes to be won.

The winner of this year’s competition Ita 
McQuinn is a superb storyteller. Second 
place went to Alice Lawton for her lovely 
instrumental piece on the flute, third prize 
winner was Gerard Lovett for his singing, 
while fourth place went to Kathleen 
Ryan. Many thanks to the judges for their 
dedication and to Universal Media for 
sponsoring the prizes once more.

We are thankful to be back to a reasonable ‘normal’ this year and 
can plan our trips once more, and our members may now look 
forward to the social interaction and meeting up with friends once 
more, writes Marie Roche, Naas Branch, and PJ Davey, Central 
Committee & Donegal South Branch.

The four-night break, scheduled for January 2021, finally went ahead at The Great Northern 
Hotel, Bundoran on 3 April 2022.
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Congratulations to An Garda Síochána on celebrating their 100th anniversary this year

Kildare Fire Service
Kildare Fire Service 
Central Fire Station 

Newbridge
Co. Kildare 

045 454800

www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/AllServices/
EmergencyServices/FireService/

Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/kildarefireservice



Co-Authors PJ Davey & Marie Roche

station will be arranged, and there will 
also be activities in the hotel including the 
popular dance classes and much more. 
The cost for this four-night break is €340 
per person sharing and single supplement 
of €20 per night extra. Please book early 
especially if you require a single room as 
there is limited availability. 

To book your place for The Falls Hotel 
contact one of the social committee 
members – Marie Roche @ 086-0854654, PJ 
Davey @ 087-9007166, Frank Fitzpatrick @ 
086-6080679 or Michael O Riordan @ 086-
8177985.

The new Social Activity Committee – Chair 
PJ Davey with Frank Fitzpatrick and Michael 
O’Riordan assisting – is very thankful to 
Marie Roche for assisting in the handover of 
responsibilities, and remains indebted to her 
for all her hard work over the past four years 
especially in the lockdown periods. Well 
done Marie and many thanks.

Left: First Prize Winner of Talent 
Competition 2022 – Ita McQuinn with 
President Matt Givens

Above: The Man from The Noggin – Seamus 
Hargadon takes part. Maybe next time Hargo!

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Alice Lawton is presented with the second prize by Matt Givens and Barry O Sullivan, 
Universal Media
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HISTORY

This discord reflected similar tumultuous 
events around the world with developments 
that would play a pivotal role in shaping the 

20th century that continues to reverberate 100 
years later. 

On 9 February 1922, the Garda foundation 
committee secretly met in Room 85 at the Gresham 
Hotel in Dublin. Those attending included 
Chairman of the Provisional Government, Michael 
Collins and Michael Staines TD, who later served as 
the first Civic Guard Commissioner. 

The men were tasked with the daunting 
challenge of establishing a new law enforcement 
branch from scratch – quickly. After all, history has 
continually shown the success of any new State 
relies heavily on its ability to establish law and 
order. Ireland would be no different. 

The force consisted of fresh recruits as well as 
former members of and Irish Republican Police 
(IRP) and the disbanded Royal Irish Constabulary. 
Men from Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) were 
also encouraged to join up, adding to the alphabet 
soup. Less than two weeks after the inaugural 
meeting, Staines received the first candidates at 
a temporary depot on the show grounds of the 
Royal Dublin Society at Ballsbridge. 

The physical requirements required a Civic Guard 
to be unmarried, be between the ages of 19 and 
27 years, a minimum 5’ 9” tall and able to pass 

examinations in arithmetic, reading and spelling. 
Salary started at three pounds ten shillings per 
week – £3 10s 0p – an attractive wage equivalent 
at that time. 

PJ Kerrigan of Westport (Fairview), Co. Mayo 
claimed the distinction of being Garda No 1. Eight 
months later, Henry Phelan [Reg. No. 1347] would 
become the first Civic Guard killed in the line of 
duty.

WORLDWIDE HEADLINES
February 1922 saw two other significant global 
events unfold – both involving Irishmen. First, 
James Joyce published his novel ‘Ulysses’. 
Constructed as a modern parallel to Homer’s epic 
poem, ‘Odyssey’, the book is known for its realistic 
character portrayal and experimental prose, 
including the stream-of-consciousness technique 
– a form which the Dublin-born author elevated to 
new heights.

The publication also became the subject of 
heated controversy, banned in both the United 
States and Britain due to content deemed obscene 
and heretical. Nonetheless, Joyce’s masterpiece, a 
tale about the lives of Dubliners over a single day, 
is widely considered one of the greatest literary 
works ever written.

Another celebrated son made headlines 5,000 
miles away in the sun-kissed hills of Hollywood. 

A MOMENTOUS  
AND TURBULENT  
YEAR
In the early months of 1922, the formation of the 
Civic Guard (later renamed An Garda Síochána) 
brought a sense of hope for peace and prosperity 
throughout the newly minted Irish Free State. 
However, no sooner had the long struggle for 
independence ended, Civil War erupted throughout 
the land, writes Christopher Warner.

General Michael Collins

Garda Henry Phelan
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But unfortunately, the story would not have a 
happy ending. On the morning of 1 February 1922, 
the acclaimed movie director William Desmond 
Taylor was found dead in his posh, two-story 
bungalow apartment. He had been shot at close 
range with a .38 calibre hollow point bullet. 
The crime had all the makings for a box office 
blockbuster, featuring no shortage of mystery, 
glamour and greed. 

Born William Cunningham Deane-Tanner to a 
prominent Anglo-Irish family in Carlow, he later 
changed his name while re-inventing himself 
in America. His wanderlust eventually led to a 
career in show business, initially performing as 
an actor before emerging as the top director at 
Paramount Pictures. ‘Taylor’ directed more than 
50 films, working with A-listers such as ‘America’s 
Sweetheart’ Mary Pickford and also served three 
terms as President of the Motion Picture Directors 
Association. 

His suspicious death sparked a massive 
investigation and media circus. The burgeoning 
film industry, already in damage control from 
the Fatty Arbuckle scandal, came under attack 
by religious groups and conservative leaders, 
demanding reform for allegedly promoting 
immoral values. 

Newspapers spilled barrels of ink on speculation 
of wild parties in Tinseltown rife with sex, drugs 
and bootleg booze. The lengthy investigation 
spawned a long list of possible killers, ranging from 
leading starlets of the day to the IRA. The Carlow 
man’s murder remains an official cold case.

KILDARE BARRACKS MUTINY
Although a few stumbles out of the gate were 
expected for the maiden police force, it nearly 
suffered a catastrophic fall shortly after the bell 
sounded. On 15 May 1922, over 1,000 members 
broke ranks during Commissioner Staines’ morning 
parade address at Kildare Barracks. 

Mistrust had reached a boiling point following 
the promotion of several former RIC men to senior 
ranks - a decision viewed as insulting to many of 
the ex-IRA recruits, who refused to take orders from 
officers they still regarded as the enemy. 

The mutineers raided the armoury and quickly 
took control of the compound. Staines and his 
senior officers were forced to withdraw under 
armed guard. For the next seven weeks, Collins 
and other members of the fledgling government 
negotiated with the mutineers in hopes of 
restoring order. 

The recruits formed a protest committee, issuing 
demands that included removing the ex-RIC 
officers from positions of authority. In the end, an 
accord was reached despite dogged efforts by a 
small group of Anti-Treaty Civic Guards eager to 
disrupt any further progress. 

The revolt would lead to the idealised concept 
of an unarmed Gardaí. Having learned from their 
mistakes (and not wanting another heavily armed 
insurrection), the government sought to police the 
country without “force of arms or by numbers, but 
on their moral authority as servants of the people”. 

Nevertheless, an armed element was maintained 
in the Force.

A NATION MOURNS
As renewed hostilities mercilessly tore families 
apart and divided the country, the most damaging 
blow occurred on 22 August 1922 in West Cork. 
Near the small village of Beal na Blath, Michael 
Collins was gunned down in an ambush by Anti-
Treaty forces. He was 31 years old. 

Collins had been in fine fettle the previous week, 
overseeing the official transfer of Dublin Castle 
to the Provisional Government. The 13th century 
fortress, erected on the same elevated grounds 
that once served as a Viking settlement, stood as 
the centre of power in Ireland. Although the British 
Army vacated in January 1922, evicting the former 
occupants’ administrative branch took months to 
finalise. The long-awaited celebration would be 
short lived.

The revered “Big Fella” lay in state for three days, 
followed by a funeral mass took place at Dublin’s 
Pro Cathedral attended by a massive congregation. 
Collins’ good friend Richard Mulcahy TD delivered 
the graveside oration at Glasnevin Cemetery. 

August/September ushered in a major structural 
shift within the Civic Guards. Eoin O’Duffy replaced 
Staines as Commissioner and immediately sought 
to impose stricter discipline while expanding the 
deployment of guards across the country.

The brash and temperamental Army General 
had little time for pleasantries and didn’t mince 
words when addressing his men: “You are going 
out unarmed into a hostile area. You are the first to 
be sent out. You may be murdered, your barracks 
burned, your uniform taken off you, but you must 
carry on and bring peace to the people.”  

Under his leadership, he helped transform a 
fledgling department into a modern place force. 

James Joyce

William Desmond Taylor

General Eoin O’Duffy



His legacy, however, is complicated. O’Duffy’s foray 
into politics and pro-fascist leanings made him one 
of the most controversial public figures during the 
first half of the 20th century. 

ROOTS OF TYRANNY
In the aftermath of the ‘The Great War’, a tidal 
wave of nationalism swept Europe – actions that 
eventually triggered unprecedented worldwide 
conflict and bloodshed.

Leading the charge, Benito Mussolini established 
the first world’s fascist State in his native Italy. His 
ascent to power in October 1922 had been fuelled 
by a steady barrage of bombastic speeches and 
propaganda. Other despots and wannabe dictators 
later followed suit. 

Germany’s Weimar Republic, beset with 
hyperinflation and political extremism, became 
fertile ground for a failed Austrian painter named 
Adolf Hitler. As head of the National Socialist 
German Worker’s Party – better known as the Nazi 
Party – this firebrand rapidly gained support for his 
deranged ideology based on fearmongering, hate 
and antisemitism. Despite spending part of the year 
in prison for assaulting his political rivals, Hitler still 
managed to garner attention outside of Germany. 

On 21 November 1922, the ‘New York Times’ 
published its first report on the tyrant-in-waiting: 
“He exerts an uncanny control over audiences, 
possessing the remarkable ability to not only rouse 

John Mullins                       Frank Fitzpatrick      

Adolf Hitler

Vladamir Putin

About the Author: Christopher 
Warner is an Irish American actor 
and freelance writer. He’s a frequent 
contributor to Síocháin and has 
written for several magazines 
and websites across multiple 
genres, including Military History 
Matters, WWII Quarterly, Aviation History, Ireland’s 
Own, and Irish America. He currently resides in Co. 
Kerry with his wife, Maureen and their brood of cats.

his hearers to a fighting pitch of fury, but at will turn 
right around and reduce the same audience to docile 
coolness.” 

Incredibly, the article also had this to say: 
“Hitler’s anti-Semitism was not so violent or genuine 
as it sounded.” The Times would not be the last 
newspaper to misinterpret and underestimate the 
evil intentions of the diabolical leader. 

Finally, as the year ended, the signing of a treaty 
in Russia created the Soviet Union on 30 December 
1922. The new nation, destined to become a 
nuclear superpower, lasted 69 years before its iron 
curtain came crashing down.

However, the ignominious fall would have dire 
consequences for humanity at large. From the 
ashes of the communist regime, an opportunistic 
ex-KGB officer – Vladamir Putin – firmly grabbed 
power and will never let go, hellbent on restoring 
the USSR to its former glory at all costs.

HISTORY
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CUIMHNÍ CINN

Mar a tharlaíonn sa chlár na mionn, is minic 
san fheirmeoireacht agus tascanna simplí 
á dhéanamh a tharlaíonn na timpistí is 

measa. Sin mar a bhí sé liomsa an lá a rinne mé 
smidiríní de mo rúitín chlé. Bhíos ag sá barra rotha 
lán de bhlocanna adhmaid romham nuair a sciorr 
mo dhá shála uaim (ag an soicind céanna) agus 
bhuail mo rúitín an t-adhmad nó, b’fhéidir, cuid den 
bharra rotha féin.

Níorbh é seo an chéad uair a tharla rud mar sin 
domsa.  Ar ócáidí roimhe seo ní raibh mé in ann 
m’anáil a ghabháil agus mé i mo luí ar an talamh 
ar feadh nóiméid nó dhó, ach ansin bhí mé ábalta 
éirigh agus leanúint ar aghaidh le mo chuid oibre 
amhail is nár tharla rud ar bith. Ba é an difríocht 
an uair seo ná go raibh barra rotha lán d’adhmad 
romham agus bhuail mo chos é. 

Ar dtús cheap mé go raibh mé díreach tar éis mo 
rúitín a dhíláithriú. Chuir mé glaoch ar mo dhochtúir 
ar mo ghúthán póca - bíonn an fón póca an-
úsáideach ag amanna mar sin.  chuir mo dhochtúir 
chuig ospidéal Mhuineacháin mé le haghaidh 
X-ghathanna.  Nocht na x-ghathanna cnámh briste. 
Chuir siad teilgean plástair air; thug siad maidí coise 
dom agus chuir siad abhaile mé.

An lá dár gcionn fuair mé glaoch gutháin ón 
ospidéal i nDroichead Átha ag iarraidh orm dul ann 
le haghaidh obráide. Thiomáin mo bhean chéile 
chuig an ospidéal mé.  Shroicheamar an t-ospidéal 
ag 6in.  Labhair an dochtúir liom thart ar 9in.  Fuair   
mé leaba thart ar 2rn. 

Bhí mé sa bharda máinliachta thart ar a haon 
iarnóin an lá dár gcionn.  Dearnadh mór-obráid orm 
agus cuireadh pláta miotail agus scriúnna isteach i 
mo chos chun an cnámh briste a choinneáil ina háit 
cheart.  

Chaith mé an deireadh seachtaine san ospidéal.  
Bhí foireann an ospidéil go léir an-chabhrach agus 
an-taitneamhach dom.   Scaoileadh amach as an 
ospidéal mé ag 3in ar an Domhnach.

Déanaim jabanna contúirteacha ar nós adhmaid 
a ghearradh le sábh slabhrach nó fálta arda 
dosacha a bhearradh le bearrthóir fálta agus mé 

i mo sheasamh ar bharr dréimire gan aon droch-
thubaistí. Sílim nuair a bhíonn a fhios agam go 
bhfuil rud éigin contúirteach is gnách liom a bheith 
níos airdeallaí agus níos cúramaí.  Cé a chreidfeadh 
go dtiocfadh deireadh le rud éigin chomh simplí, le 
barra rotha lán le maidí a bhrú, ar an mbord obráide 
san ospidéal?  

Is ospidéal poiblí é Droichead Átha, mar sin féin, 
má roghnaíonn othair cóireáil phríobháideach a 
fháil níl aon chinnteacht ann go bhfaighidh siad 
leaba, ach is cuma cé acu a tharlaíonn, ardaíonn 
an costas ó €80 (poiblí) go €1,000 (príobháideach) 
in aghaidh na hoíche; dá bhrí sin, roghnaigh mé a 
bheith i m’othar poiblí.

Ocht seachtaine ina dhiaidh sin bhí mé fós ag 
baint úsáid as maidí coise chun dul timpeall na 
háite. Rinne mé dhá thuras ar ais go dtí an clinic 
bristeacha in ospidéal Droichead Átha.  Baineadh an 
plástar de mo chos tar éis cúig seachtaine. Cuireadh 
ar aghaidh mé chuig m’ospidéal áitiúil le haghaidh 
fisiteiripe – táim fós ag fanacht ar sin!

Tá mo bhean chéile agus beirt chomharsan ag 
tabhairt aire do m’eallach agus mé faoi éagumas.  
Caithim mo laethanta i mo luí ar an tolg le mo chos 
chlé ardaithe ar philiúir, cosúil le sean sípéir ar scor.

Mo chomhairle do chomhaltaí an Gharda 
Síochána atá ag smaoineamh ar dhul i mbun 
feirmeoireachta tar éis dóibh éirí as an bhfórsa, “Bígí 
cúramach – ní saill gan fiacha é!”

Focloir/Glossary:
clár na mionn 
witness box
rúitín chl 
/left ankle
ag sá barra rotha 
wheeling a wheelbarrow
m’anáil a ghabháil 
to catch my breath
amhail is nár tharla aon rud 
like nothing had happened
tar éis my rúinín a dhíláithriú 
after dislocating my ankle
le haghaidh x-ghathanna 
x-rays
teilgean plástair 
plaster cast
maidí coise 
crutches
barda mainliachta 
surgical ward
fálta arda dosacha 
high bushy hedges
dréimire 
ladder
sábh slabhrach 
chainsaw
níos airdeallaíagus níos cúaramí 
more alert and more careful
ar an mbord obráide 
on the operating table
cóireáil phríobhaideach 
private treatment
clinic bristeacha 
fracture clinic
fisiteiripe 
physiotherapy
ní sail gan fiacha é 
it’s no bed of roses.
Sean sípéir 
old sheep dog
ar scor 
retired

NÍ MAR A SHÍLTEAR A 
BHÍTEAR

Eoghan Ó’Casaide, Brainse An Cabhán

About the Author: Eugene 
Cassidy is a member of the 
GSRMA Cavan Branch and joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1974. He 
served in Swanlinbar, Dalkey, 
Dromad and finally Ballyconnell. 
Eugene retired from An Garda 
Síochána in 2005. He became an 
adult tutor and lectured on the 
topics of Computer Skills, Irish and 
Literacy. He resides on what he 
describes as a ‘poor’ farm in West 
Cavan with his wife Marina.

SÍOCHÁIN Autumn 2022   43



POLICE FAMILY

Peter Nolan was a native of Briskill, 
Newtownforbes, Co. Longford and 
by all accounts he hadn’t had it 

easy. Peter’s son Fran Nolan, now living in 
Greystones, Co. Wicklow has his father’s letter 
of reference which was written by a Captain 
of the 22nd Infantry Battalion based at the 
Military Barracks in Boyle. It says that Peter 
joined the old IRA in 1917 and was attached 
to the 2nd Battalion, Longford Brigade, 
serving under the author of the letter. 

He suffered very much as he was on the 
run from the winter of 1919 until the Truce. 
He joined the regular army and was later 
transferred temporarily to police duty. Upon 
the formation of the Civic Guard, he joined 
up. He was described in the letter as “coming 
from respectable people who are strong 
Government supporters”. 

Peter served for 28 years in 11 different 
places from Donegal, Cork East, Limerick, 
Clare and finished his career in Louth/Meath 
retiring in 1950. When he was based in 
Lahinch in 1934, there was great excitement 
when aviation pioneers Lieutenant Cesare 
Sabelli from Italy and American Captain 
George Pond unexpectedly landed their 
monoplane named ‘Leonardo da Vinci’ in 

Hennessy’s Farm. The Gardaí were called for 
and Peter attended at the scene to look after 
the men. 

TYPICAL IRISH FAMILY STORY
Peter Nolan’s family story is typically Irish. 
His wife’s mother Annie McCarthy was from 
Clohaninchy near Quilty in West Clare. She 
met her husband Thomas Hegarty nearby to 
Lahinch. They never forgot where they came 
from. Post famine times saw them move to 
Liverpool where Thomas was a publican. 

The family moved into No. 22 Douglas 
Road, Wigan, Greater Manchester where 
they ran a successful butcher’s shop. Their 
daughter Nora met Garda Peter Nolan on 
one of her visits from England to visit her 
cousins in Quilty where Peter was stationed 
at the time.

In a reversal of the journey taken by her 
parents, she got married on 3 September 
1936 and would live in Ireland in Longwood 
and Kells. They had five children – Daniel, 
Peadar, Sean, Fran and Angela – all of whom 
were well educated in Presentation College 
and Loreto, Bray. Fran’s two sons joined An 
Garda Síochána. 

Nora had lost a brother in World War I. 
James Hegarty was a Gunner in the 214th 
Siege Batteries of the Royal Garrison Artillery. 
They first served in France in 1917 and sadly 
Jim lost his life. He is interred in Vlamertinghe 
Military Cemetery at Ypres in Belgium. 

Nora was the youngest in her family and 
was a confectioner and a baker. In her early 
years she had worked in seaside resorts in 
England and Wales. Thus, it was always her 
ambition to live and bring up her children by 
the sea. 

FAMILY BUSINESS IN BRAY
When Peter retired at the age of 54 in 1950 
the family moved to Bray, Co. Wicklow where 
they set up their own bakery, confectionery 

and tobacconist business at 35A Vevay Road. 
His pension upon retirement was £216.1s.2d 
which amounted to £4.15s a week; hardly 
enough to survive on with a big family to 
feed and educate. He would become a 
successful businessman and shopkeeper 
thanks in large part to his wife’s skills.

Peter’s Garda Registered Number was 
914 and when he took the oath, he swore 

THE NOLAN FAMILY 
GENERATIONS OF 
POLICING SERVICE 

Peter Nolan was 26 years old when he joined An Garda Síochána 
on 28 April 1922 and was one of the founding members in a long 
line of family members to join the Force. And now over a century 
later, the legacy of the Nolan’s service to the people of Ireland 
continues. Report by Fergus O’Brien, Bray Branch.

Garda Peter Nolan

Letter of recommendation
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POLICE FAMILY

to well and truly serve his Country and its 
Constitution in the office of Civic Guard 
which would be sworn before a District 
Justice. 

His younger brother Joseph Nolan joined 
the Civic Guard on 9 of May 1922 and was 
given the registered number 1073. He was 
listed as a Captain in the old IRA. He resigned 
but re-joined on 4 January 1923 and was 
assigned a new registered number 3020. 

A first cousin of Peter also joined the An 
Garda Síochána; John Nolan was stationed 
at one time in Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny. This 
photo was featured in Síocháin in 2020 and 
included the three Gardaí with the same 
Christian and surname – all three were John 
Nolan!

POLICE CONNECTIONS WORLDWIDE
John also served in the old IRA where he 
received the Black and Tan Medal. He held 
General Sean MacEoin – The Blacksmith of 
Ballinalee - in very high esteem. He joined 
the Gardaí in 1922 with Peter and Joe Nolan. 
When he was stationed in Geashill, Co. Offaly 
he met his future wife, Margaret Conroy. 

After marrying her, he was transferred 
to Rhode and later to Kinvara, Co. Galway 
where he spent the rest of his service. He 
retired in 1962 with full service of 40 years. 
John Nolan’s son, John also, served in An 
Garda Síochána serving in Dun Laoghaire, 
Blacklion, Kill O’Grange and finally serving 
as the Sergeant i/c of Enniskerry for 11 years 
and retiring in 1999. 

The police connection has spread 
worldwide. John Senior’s brother Edward 
served in the regular Irish Army as a Sergeant 
before emigrating to America. Following the 

family’s tradition of policing, his two sons 
John and Edward both joined the FBI’s Drugs 
Enforcement Agency and served in different 
countries around the world. John visited 
Ireland as part of a delegation who advised 
on the setting up of the Criminal Assets 
Bureau.

A grandniece, Catherine Nolan married 

Matt Thomas, a Federal Police Officer in 
Melbourne, Australia. The family’s’ Garda 
connection continued unbroken when Peter 
Nolan’s daughter Angela married Detective 
Garda Mick Merrigan, who was stationed at 
Bray’s Detective Unit. 

Furthermore, his grandsons Paul and 
Stephen Nolan are both currently serving 
members of An Garda Síochána. Paul works 
at the Traffic Office in Pearse Street whilst 
Stephen works at the Events Office in 
Donnybrook. Both men married members 
of An Garda Síochána – Paul to Ornah who 
is stationed at the Traffic Office in Dublin 
Castle while Stephen married Emma who is 
stationed in Greystones.

In a true-blue policing family tradition, 
the Nolan’s tradition of service to policing, 
lives on in the current generation, 100 years 
after Peter and Joseph led the way – what a 
marvellous achievement for the family?

The three Nolans

About the Author: Fergus O’Brien 
is a member of the GSRMA Bray 
Branch. A native of Sligo, he joined 
An Garda Siochana on 26 March 
1980 and served in Pearse St. 
Terenure, Harcourt Square, Crumlin, 
Bray, Rathdrum and Wicklow. He 
retired as a Detective Sergeant from Wicklow on the 26 
April 2019. He lives in Greystones with his wife Margaret. 
He enjoys reading, cycling and following Greystones 
Rugby Club and Éire Óg, the Greystones GAA club The Nolan Family
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DUBLIN METROPOLITAN POLICE

H aving spent the first four years of my 
service in Kevin Street, the ‘mother 
house’ of the Dublin Metropolitan 

Police (DMP), I found it only right to make 
mention of the Motor Transport Section, 
which in fact was partially based in Kevin 
Street and Dublin Castle.

Sometime between 1914 and 1916, 
several vehicles were allocated to the DMP 
having been relegated from army service 
in France – two Crossley Tenders, a Crossley 
Touring Car and two Ford Model T Cars.

Applications were invited from potential 
drivers in the DMP and eventually four 
drivers were appointed. One of them was 
my late father Constable Patrick Crann, 131B, 
Great Brunswick Street Station. Another 
was Constable Patrick McCormack, later 
Superintendent in An Garda Síochána, Kevin 
Street and indeed my first Superintendent. 

I am not aware of the identity of the 
other two applicants on the initial driving 
panel but a Police Report in the weekly Irish 
Times of the 15 December 1920 shows a 
panel of four drivers who were presented 
with Driving Certificates, issued by the Royal 
Irish Automobile Club, while the original 
certificates, presented to the original four 
drivers were issued by Dublin Corporation.

The four new drivers underwent a 

six-month course in basic mechanical 
knowledge and driving in the Ringsend 
Technical School on completion of which 
they were transferred to Dublin Castle where 
the vehicles were based except when they 
needed washing or repair when they were 
taken back to Kevin Street DMP Depot where 
suitable facilities were available. Drivers were 
switched at random from driving Crossley 
Tenders to Cars as the occasion arose. 

Drivers were obliged to wear plain clothes 
and not uniform when on driving duties 
which included carriage of men for duty 
at trouble flashpoints, large gatherings, 
parades, funerals of policemen etc. The 
Crossley Tenders were used to carry extra 
personnel in danger areas on night duty. The 
Crossley Tourer Car was used mainly for the 
carriage of high-ranking officers on official 

DMP MOTOR  
TRANSPORT SECTION  

IN TOP GEAR
‘The Dublin Metropolitan Police’ details the formation and working 
of that Force and the various sections of which it was comprised. 
However, having recently read the book, Joe Crann, Mullingar 
Branch, notes that no mention has been made of the Motor 
Transport Section which existed from 1914 until the DMP ceased to 
exist after its amalgamation with An Garda Síochána in 1925.

About the Author: Retired Garda 
Sergeant Joe Crann [10281D] served from 
1952 until May 1987, starting in Kevin Street 
Station, then spells in counties Galway and 
Longford, before retiring out of Ballymahon 
Station in 1987. Joe has resided in Mullingar 
since 1981..

duty. It was the favourite mode of transport 
for the DMP Chief Commissioner, Colonel 
Edgeworth Johnstone for official visits to the 
Vice Regal Lodge when meeting top Army & 
Police Personnel.

Drivers were responsible for the cleaning 
and light maintenance of vehicles. Repairs 
to vehicles other than light maintenance 
were carried out at the RIC Repair Depot at 
Garristown. This is just a short flavour of the 
Motor Transport Section in the 1910’s.

Constable Patrick Crann, DMP Motor Transport Section

DMP Drivers - Patrick Crann pictured on the 
right.
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CIVIC GUARDS

Nearing his 23rd birthday at Frehanes, 
Rosscarbery, Co. Cork, Charles McCarthy 
and his neighbour Patrick O’Sullivan 

became attracted to the recruitment notice for 
young men joining the new Civic Guard. 

Their village school master, Mr. John 
McCarthy kindly provided tuition in preparation 
for the Garda Entrance Examination. Almost 
six feet tall, Charles was strong and hardy from 
working daily in the local creamery lifting 
churns. Both men had some military service 
and were recommended for the new Civic 
Guard. With winter approaching and the days 
getting shorter, the two West Cork men got 
their knapsacks ready and set off on the long 
road for Dublin.

Charles McCarthy reminded his family that he 
had five shillings, a pocket watch, a miraculous 
medal and no doubt a good pair of walking 
boots. As they walked the roads, they were 
depending on lifts from passing creamery carts. 

They were also depending on the kindness 
of householders on route to boil their ‘tommy-
cans’ to make tea or provide a barn to sleep. 
It took six days for them to reach the Garda 
Recruiting Depot where they sat the written 
examination. 

Next morning, 18 November 1922, all the 
candidates lined up on the Depot Square 
where an officer shouted out names with 
directions to form two lines to the right and left. 
Those on the right were men who had passed 
the examination and were sent for training 
while those on the left were sent home. 

Recruit Guard McCarthy received the 
registration number 2466 and following his 
dispatch to Collinstown Training Depot he was 
shocked by the disgusting conditions. A few 
weeks later, recruits were on the move to better 
conditions in the Phoenix Park Garda Depot.

In early 1923, Garda Charles McCarthy helped 
to establish a station in Ballickmoyler and went 
on to serve in the Special Branch in Tullamore, 
Birr and Wolfhill, all within the Laois /Offaly 
Division. 

FINAL ALLOCATION TO ASHFORD
His next transfers took him to Dundrum, 
Cabinteely and Swords in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Division. During the “Blue Shirt” 
era he was allocated to St Luke’s Station, Cork 
City. His final allocation was to Co. Wicklow 
where he served for 15 years as a Detective in 
the small village of Ashford situated on the then 
main Dublin to Wexford Road.

While in Ashford, he married, set up home 
and raised two daughters Mary and Eleanor. The 
girls went to the local school and have lovely 
memories of the village where their father 
served and retired from the Force in 1951. 

Today, Mary has the name ‘Ashford’ outside 
her hall door and in her prayer-book has a 
newspaper cutting from 1951 which reads: 
“Many good wishes for happiness in his retirement 
were extended to Garda Charles McCarthy, 
Ashford, at the Wicklow District Court on 
Wednesday last week.  Mr E.J. Hopkins, Solicitor, 
said he would miss his genial smile from the court. 
They wished him every happiness in retirement. 
Justice Murphy said he would like to be associated 

with the good wishes. He felt sure that Garda 
McCarthy had been a very efficient officer. Supt 
J. Ward paid high tribute to his efficiency as an 
officer. He had been 15 years in Ashford and 
always been efficient. The Clerk of the Court, Mr 
Liam O’Broin also joined in the good wishes. Garda 
McCarthy thanked all for their kind remarks.”

Shortly after his retirement, Charles McCarthy, 
his wife Catherine and two daughters moved 
to Crosshaven, Co. Cork. There they set up 
home and worked hard establishing a village 
shop where you could buy anything from 
early morning until late at night. Through his 
retirement years, Charles kept up his interest 
with retired Gardaí.  He was one of the founding 
members who established the Garda Síochána 
Pensioners’ Association in Cork. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE IN DUBLIN
When the Garda Force made plans to celebrate 
its Golden Jubilee in Dublin on 14 June 1972, 
Charles McCarthy was determined to travel 
for the occasion. His daughter, Mary McLean 
remembers driving her father along with retired 
Garda James Foster and his daughter, Sr Noreen 
Foster. 

She witnessed retired Gardaí marching to 
the Garda Mass in Aughrim Street Church and 
afterwards the retired members marched to the 
Phoenix Park Depot where they were presented 
with Garda Golden Jubilee Medals. A few weeks 
later her father joined retired Garda colleagues 
in Cork City where a photograph was taken and 
published in the Irish Examiner.  

Charles McCarthy died aged 79 years on 
3 March 1979. Every year since his death, his 
daughters regularly attend the annual Cork 
Garda Mass for deceased members of the force. 
The bond created by some of the founding 
members of An Garda Síochána is very strong in 
Cork for Eleanor McCarthy and her sister Mary 
McLean. 

                        Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

By Tim Bowe, Central Committee & Cork City Branch

Garda Charles McCarthy (2466)

CIVIC GUARD NO. 2466

CHARLES MCCARTHY

About the Author: Retired Garda 
Sergeant Tim Bowe is a native of 
Twomileborris, Co. Tipperary. Apart 
from one year as Sergeant-in-Charge 
of Dowra, Co. Cavan, Tim spent his 
entire Garda service in Cork. He holds 
of a Diploma in Social Studies (UCC); 
a Certificate with Distinction in Supervisory Management 
(IMI) and An Garda Síochána National Merit Award 
(1994). He has served on GSRMA’s Central Committee 
2010-2018 and re-joined it in 2022 for the current term. He 
has been GSRMA Cork City Secretary since 2006.

Garda Charles McCarthy pictured at Ashford, Co. 
Wicklow. Baby Eleanor (18 months) sitting on 
dad’s knee while Mary (4) is standing to attention.
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W E D D I N G S

For over a century and a half, this Grand 
Old Lady has played host to so many 
special occasions. It’s a spectacular 
setting for an unforgettable day.

Your dream wedding may be an intimate, 
candle-lit dinner with close family, or an 
opulent ball, surrounded by everyone 
you know and love. Perhaps it might be 
something in between. Whatever you are 
planning, it would be our great privilege  
to help you bring that dream to life.

We know that every moment is precious. 
We’re here to make sure that each one 
is as perfect. Every member of our team 
is devoted to ensuring that you and your 
guests have the best day imaginable.

W E L C O M E  
T O  T H E  H A R D I M A N 

The Hardiman is an iconic 
landmark, perfectly positioned 
overlooking Eyre Square, in the 
heart of Galway City. A hotel 
steeped in history and romance, 
with a warmth of character that’s 
woven into its very walls, this 
Grand Old Lady is the epitome 
of effortless charm and timeless 
elegance.

Part of the fabric of Galway since 
1852, The Hardiman has played 
host to many notable guests 
and countless special occasions, 
offering generous hospitality with a 
familiar, easy charm that makes our 
guests feel right at home.

T H E  T R E A T M E N T  R O O M S 

This beautiful, intimate space comprises  
a superb outdoor Canadian hot tub, indoor 
jacuzzi, plus a sauna and steam room.  
It’s the perfect place to relax, unwind and 
re-energise, while stimulating the senses 
from top to toe.

Our team of qualified beauty therapists can 
assess your wellbeing needs and help you 
choose the perfect treatment from a menu, 
including mud or seaweed body wraps & 
baths, indulgent massages and a range of 
facials. The Fitness Centre at The Hardiman 
is available to residents and guests, with 
exercise machines, interactive training 
programmes and motivational activities.

L U X U R Y  
A C C O M M O D A T I O N

All of our 103 guest rooms, including 19 
luxury suites, combine authentic, immersive 
historical character with exceptional 
modern comfort.  

Our rooms in the Main House boast 
charming traditional décorative touches, 
reflecting our rich history and heritage. 
The design takes full advantage of the 
high Victorian ceilings and impossibly tall 
windows. Rooms in our newer wing are 
decorated in restful, natural colours  
and textures.

+353 (0)91 564 041   info@thehardiman.ie   thehardiman.ie

091 564 041   info@thehardiman.ie   thehardiman.ie   



CIVIC GUARDS

On this, the centenary year of the 
founding of An Garda Síochána, I think 
it is appropriate that we should pay 

tribute to the men who joined the fledgling 
force during turbulent times in the country, 
following the War of Independence and 
subsequent Civil War. 

The member of that Force that I am best able 
to comment on was my father, Edward Francis 
(better known as Ned) Murray, who joined An 
Garda Síochána on 6 April 1923. His Registered 
Number was 3948.

He was born in Virginia, Co. Cavan in 1898 
and he spent some of his early working life as 
a tram conductor in Dublin prior to joining the 
Force. His training took place at McKee Military 
Barracks, which is adjacent to the Garda Depot 
in the Phoenix Park. The accommodation there 
was sparse, and the sleeping accommodation 
was made up of ‘biscuits’ in place of mattresses.

His first allocation from the Training Depot 
was to Glenisland, Co. Mayo. The station party 
consisted of one Sergeant and five Gardaí. None 
of the station party members were familiar 
with Mayo and were anxious to ascertain the 
location of their new station in the county. I 
understand they sought out a native of that 
county and were informed that Glenisland was 
an island off the west coast of Mayo. 

DEVELOPING COMMUNITY TRUST
Whether myth or fact, the men arrived at 
Castlebar Railway Station, with all their 
necessary furniture and equipment, still 
thinking they were travelling to an island. As 
this was a fledgling State and communications 
were difficult, this story may have some 
veracity. 

Upon their arrival in Glenisland, they were 
to occupy the recently vacated RIC station. 
However, in the interim, the station had been 
burned and they were forced to occupy a 
‘fishing hut’ on the shore of Beltra Lake. This 
was a galvanised structure and very hard to 
heat.

At the time anti-treaty sentiment was 
strong in their area, following the Civil War. 
communication initially was difficult, probably 
no different than the many other areas the 
fledgling force encountered. 

In a rural area such as this, I have no doubt 
their first long term task was to develop trust 

within the local community and they appear 
to have been successful in that regard, despite 
many obstacles and difficulties.

In 1928, my father married a local girl (my 
mother) and was transferred to Ballycastle, 

outside Ballina on a “marriage” transfer. After a 
few months there the powers that be found 
out that Ballycastle was not the full required 
distance from Beltra and he was subsequently 
transferred to Cootehall in Co. Roscommon. 
He remained there until his retirement in 1953, 
having completed 30 years of service. 

COOTEHALL SUB-DISTRICT
The Cootehall sub-district was a fairly rural 
area and it appears that the Garda Síochána at 
the time were partly providing a social role as 
well as a police role. They delivered pension 
books to the elderly, recorded agricultural 
statistics from the local farmers and carried 
out the census of population. 

These activities ensured an excellent local 
knowledge of the sub-district. Crime was at a 
minimum and I recall the talk of the area was 
when a knight of the road stole a bicycle and 
was later apprehended in Longford riding the 
bicycle, probably a crime of opportunity. They 
carried out 24-hour Station Orderly duties and 
the main task was to answer the telephone 
calls which would be infrequent in rural 
stations and to sign the Farmers Dole forms. 

Garda activities in Cootehall Sub-District are 
more eloquently recorded by John McGahern 
in his widely read ‘The Barracks’ and in some 
of his other books. McGahern’s father, Frank, 
was my father’s Sergeant and in the early days 
of my existence, we lived just across the river 
from each other. 

There would have been quite a lot of 
contact between the families outside of the 
Sergeant and Guard relationship. In fact, Frank 
McGahern was my godfather and my parents’ 
characters are easily recognisable in some of 
John’s writings, especially the aforementioned 
‘The Barracks’.

By Eddie Murray, Monaghan Branch

Edward F. Murray (3948)

CIVIC GUARD NO. 3948

EDWARD F. MURRAY

About the Author: GSRMA Monaghan Branch member 
Edward (Eddie) Murray followed in his father’s pioneering 
footsteps and joined An Garda Síochána on June 1960. 
He held the Registered Number 14325A. He served in 
Dundalk, Bailieborough, Garda HQ, Buncrana, Letterkenny 
and finally Monaghan before he retired on 2 May 1999. 
Eddie enjoys all sports, most of which is limited to 
currently watching on TV. He played some golf in the 
early days of his retirement. He was involved in the 
administration of Monaghan United Football Club from 
its foundation in 1979 and later at national level with the 
FAI. Eddie supports Manchester United since he lived in 
that city for a period during the late 1950s.Retired Supt Edward (Eddie) Murray
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BORDER POLICING

M y husband Jim was transferred from 
Ramelton to Bundoran in May 1968, 
a transfer which I was not too happy 

about, but in those days, you had to follow 
your partner.

We were to occupy the living quarters 
attached to the station, which was built on an 
elevated site in Church Road, Bundoran. Little 
did I think on my first day in the house, that 
soon the station would come under attack, 
threats to burn it down and that I would 
become a “refugee” three times with our 
children.

Bundoran as a tourist haven depended on 
the multitudes from Northern Ireland who 
thronged the beaches, occupied the many 
hotels and guest houses, danced to big bands 
in the Astoria Ballroom and to lesser bands in 
the Marine. 

As the summer of 1968 was particularly 
hot, the town was thronged with people 
and especially young people who, when 
accommodation was unavailable, frequently 
slept in cars and tents.

Bundoran was founded by Lord Enniskillen 
several hundred years ago and therefore there 
was a great rapport and affinity between 
Northern Ireland and the people of Bundoran. 

Everything was going relatively smoothly; 
extra members were drafted into the town 
as was the norm for the Bundoran summer 
season. In mid-July of 1968, the Gardaí sensed 
a change in the conduct and demeanour of 
many of the youths visiting the resort. 

START OF NORTHERN TROUBLES
There were rumours of disquiet and agitation 
in Belfast and Derry. As things became 
inflamed across the Border, many of the 
security forces from there who were holidaying 
in Bundoran, were called home.  Other visitors 
were afraid for their properties in the North 
and left as well, sadly not returning because 
the next number of years were abhorrent and 
fearful for us all.

The evictions of August 1968 in Northern 
Ireland brought nightly demonstrations 
outside our windows, with shouting and 
obscenities directed at Gardaí, telling them 
that they were worse than the RUC. This was a 
prelude of things to come.

Bundoran’s summer season ended in 
late August and, at that time, winter was 
peaceful. In the summer of 1969, Bundoran 
was very busy and as dissent and discord were 
becoming apparent in Northern Ireland. There 

were demonstrations and skirmishes with the 
Gardaí.

Our daughter was born in July 1969. I did not 
see Jim for 36 hours after her birth because, on 
the day of her birth, Garda John Clarke and Jim 
were trying to quell many riotous youths who 
had gathered on the Promenade. Garda Clarke 
was pushed over a steep bank and ended up in 
the Shiel Hospital in Ballyshannon. 

On that night there were other problems as 
well. There was great unrest in the town. Many 
arrests happened nightly. With a new baby, I 
had to endure the roars, the abuse and then 
the pals of those arrested who would come 
and join the chorus.

NEGATIVE IMPACT OF BLOODY SUNDAY
Bloody Sunday in January 1972 had a huge, 
negative impact on Bundoran. Hordes of 
young people used the town and the Garda 
Station as a target to cause trouble. On a 
particular night, they stoned the Garda Station 
and threatened to burn it down. 

Many arrests were made and at 1am Garda 
Donal Maguire kindly came to the residence 
and said to me that I had to get out. He said 
I had to cross the garden at the back with 
a three-year-old and a one-year-old and 
that Mrs Ivers would look after us. I returned 
the following morning – the first refugee in 
Bundoran!

Later in 1972, Sean MacStiofain, Chief of 
Staff of a certain organisation, was jailed and 
went on hunger strike. This event brought a 
new low by the supporters and sympathisers 
of MacStiofain. The roads outside the station 
were daubed with white paint proclaiming the 
news: “Tá MacStiofain an lag anois”.

There were nightly demonstrations, chanting 
MacStiofain’s name and at one stage a coffin 
was paraded across the road from my window 
by men in black balaclavas. It was at this time 
that grills were fitted over the windows and 
doors, so one could say that we were caged 
like hostages. The black coffins would appear 
again in greater numbers in later years.

A known IRA activist, Joe O’Neill was arrested 
in 1972 and his trial was to be held in the court 
next door. When I got up that morning, the 
whole house and station were covered in army 
camouflage. 

Jim said that I had to leave and take the 
children to some place safe. So, I went home 
to Glencolmcille in West Donegal for a day and 
returned the next day. This was my second 
time as a refugee! One could class me a very 

versatile Sergeant’s wife, caged in a residence 
and roaming the country looking for “dídean 
na h-oiche”. 

ARRIVAL OF THE BORDER GARDAÍ
The Border Gardaí, as they were called, arrived 
in great numbers.  They came from different 
counties. There were the usual skirmishes and 
arrests of young and not-so-young people, 
who turned on the Gardaí as a means of 
protest.

Things got quieter in the winter each year, 
but the summers were the usual blatant, 
blaring choruses from the demonstrators. 
The patrol cars were busy on these occasions. 
They usually pulled up close to my window to 
disgorge those arrested.

The cells were opposite my back door. 
Sometimes they were packed and if anyone 
escaped, they ran across my back garden. But 
it was not always doom and gloom. We led a 
fairly normal life. The children played and had 
friends that came to the station.

The members of the Gardaí made life very 
bearable, as some were great card players and 

By Bríd Bean Úi Chonchuir, Donegal South Branch
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BORDER POLICING

they usually played in the kitchen. I went to 
my work as normal and the children went to 
school. Jim had very few days off but each year 
we managed to take a holiday.

After 15 August 1975, I can recall that there 
was disquiet in the town. A report said that the 
station would be attacked. So, that day again, I 
was advised to leave the town. 

So, I went to Hazelwood in Sligo with 
another member’s wife. As there were no 
mobile phones, we did not know when to 
come home. However, when we did come 
home, the mayhem was over. So, back to 
normal!

PROTECTION FROM GARDA MEMBERS 
As other demonstrations started, I stood my 
ground and I put the children in the back 
garden on those days. I will always remember 
young Gardaí playing games with them to 
keep them occupied.

There were several Gardai and other people 
who looked out for us. Garda Pat McGurran 
lived a hundred meters from the station. He 
had very small children and they suffered as 

LIFE IN A 
BORDER 
STATION  
    Bundoran 1968-81

Bundoran Station Party 1977: Front Row (l-r): Sergeants J. McGagh, J. Connor, J. Carey, J. 
Staunton. Middle Row (l-r): Gardaí D. Maguire, E. Laffan, T. Connolly, T. Prendergast, C. Murphy, 
P. McHugh, P. Curran, P. Boland. Back Row (l-r): Gardaí T. Nangle, S. Reilly, F. O’Dowd, M. Flynn, H. 
Brady, J. Sommers, E. Mellett

The seaside town of Bundoran is a popular tourist destination in Donegal.
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well, because of their proximity to the station. 
Garda Pat Boland, Sergeant Joseph Staunton 
and the late Sergeant Seamus O’Reilly were 
always there for us, not forgetting the late 
Donal Maguire, who escorted me across the 
garden in the middle of the night and the late 
Sergeant John McGagh.

Blanket protests from 1976 and hunger 
strikes from 1980 were very much on the 
horizon, with black flags flying and black 
‘uniforms’ worn by the protesters. When a 
demonstration came, I decided to stand my 
ground, kept the children at the back of the 
building and I used the back door. I vowed that 
I never again would be ‘evicted’ by a rabble.

Stone throwing at the station and the 
residence began in the late 1960s and the early 
70s. I went into the yard each morning and 
collected all the stones and small rocks and 
put them into boxes. As some of the throwers 
and demonstrators were being taught by me 
at school, I knew who they were. I knew where 
their allegiance lay but I never alluded to the 
fact that I was aware.  

STRONG IN FACE OF ADVERSITY
As they were finishing school, I informed them 

that they could collect the stones they had 
thrown at me and my family. “I have kept them 
safe for you” I said, “safe in the back yard”. They 
all apologised and as their form head, one of 
my duties was to write their references. But I 
never mentioned or referred to the incidents. 
 During 1968 to 1973, a great number of 
people in the town felt sorry for the conditions 
under which we, as a family lived – the 

sleepless nights, the children crying and afraid.
As I am now in the autumn of my life, I can 

honestly say that most of the people of the 
town were and still are behind the Gardaí. 
Sadly, I can also recall that not one officer 
(Inspector or Super) knocked on my door, 
asked how the children were bearing up or 
how I was coping during these troubled times.

One of our sons joined the force, as his 
father did. He, my daughter and younger son 
clearly remember the coffins, the abuse and 
the prisoners being taken from the patrol cars 
with a helping hand from the Gardaí.  
 My children were sometimes spat at and 
mocked by certain people in the town about 
being children of a Garda, but they seemed to 
be unaffected by this.

I often wonder what power influenced me 
to stay strong and unafraid but as a lighthouse 
keeper’s daughter, that powerful tough and 
compelling nature that he had, shone through 
to all of us.

Diarr an t-iar Gharda PJ Davey orm rud a 
scriobh faoi mo shaol, ina conaí san staisiún i rith 
na triobloidí. Agus má tá dearmad deanta ar aon 
rud, nó ar ocáid a tharla, is orm atá an locht. Tá 
mé an ceithre scór agus níl mintinn mar a bhí sé.

1972, Sean 
MacStiofain, 
Chief of Staff 
of a certain 
organisation, 
was jailed 
and went on 
hunger strike.
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IRIS AN GHARDA 1923

I t is difficult to find any other message or 
address delivered to An Garda Síochána 
during its lifetime by any government 

minister which was so realistic, prophetic, 
encouraging or appreciative as that delivered 
by Mr O’Higgins – more especially as it was 
given in the very infancy of the new Force.

The following was his message: “I take the 
opportunity afforded by the first issue of your 
journal to congratulate you most heartily on 
behalf of the Executive Council on the progress 
you have made in discipline and efficiency 
within the past few months and on the splendid 
morale which has enabled you, despite adverse 
circumstances, to bear yourselves as worthy 
servants of the people. Drawn from the people, 
it is your proud duty to see that the laws and 
regulations which, through their elected 
representatives, they enact for the better ordering 
of their lives, are obeyed by all.  

There is no law in operation in Ireland now 
that has not been either sanctioned and adopted 
and actually initiated and passed by the elected 
representatives of the people. If the people require 
the amendment or repeal of a particular law, the 
machinery is at their disposal. No law prevails 
or can prevail which lacks the great seal of their 
endorsement. No Government can hold power, no 
policy can be pursued, which has not the sanction 
and approval of the majority of the people of 
Ireland.  

You are, therefore, in the fullest and truest 
sense, the people’s servants, guardians of the 
people’s peace. It should be your care to continue 
to fit yourselves, for that service and to aim at 
becoming, as you bid fair to become, the finest 
police force in the world.

The internal politics and political controversies 
of the country are not your concern. You will serve 
with the same imperturbable discipline and with 
increasing efficiency any Executive which has the 
support of the majority of the people’s elected 
representatives. Party will, no doubt, succeed party 
in the ebb and flow of the political tide. New issues 
will arise to convulse the nation.

The landmarks of today will disappear. You will 
remain steadfast and devoted to the service of the 
people and of any Executive which it may please 
the people to return to power. That is the meaning 
of real Democracy - Government of the people by 
the people through their elected representatives. It 
is the only barrier between mankind and anarchy.

As the political head for the time being of 
the Department which answers to the People’s 
Parliament for your discipline and efficiency. I 
am glad to be able to express intense satisfaction 

with your progress and development. Continue 
that progress. Guards of the people, proud in 
the service of your fellow citizens. You have the 
good-will of all decent men and women in our 
country. You have the unqualified approval of the 
Executive of the day.”

Signed:  C. O. h-Uiginn, Minister for Home Affairs
Date: 26 February 1923

A MESSAGE FROM 
MINISTER KEVIN O’HIGGINS 

The first issue of ‘Iris an Gharda‘ published on 26 February 1923. 
It was an eight-page tabloid sized publication with some very 
interesting features. The first feature was a message from Kevin 
O’Higgins, Minister for Home Affairs, addressed to ‘Officers 
and Men of the Civic Guard’, writes Donal J. O’Sullivan, Tralee 
Branch.

Garda Peter NolanAbout the Author: Donal J. 
O’Sullivan hails from Caheragh in 
West Cork and joined An Garda 
Síochána in April 1957. He has 
served in Kildare, Wicklow, Carlow, 
Tipperary, Mayo, Garda College 
and Kerry. Donal has written in 
many past editions of Síocháin 
and is the author of several books. He retired in 1996 
and now resides in Tralee, Co. Kerry with his wife 
Olive and enjoys travelling, gardening and historical 
research.

The first edition of ‘Iris An Gharda’, dated 26 
February 1923, included a programme of 
simple Irish language lessons for home study.

Minister Kevin O’Higgins at Garda HQ in 1923.
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FITZGIBBON STREET STATION

On 4 July 2022, both ends of 
Fitzgibbon Street in Central Dublin 
were closed to traffic. Several rows 

of chairs were arranged in parallel lines on 
the street. The occasion was a ceremony to 
celebrate the reopening of Fitzgibbon Street 
Garda Station. Standing beside the podium, 
located on the concrete entrance platform 
at the top of the four granite steps leading 
to the arched double front door of the 
station was Garda Commissioner Drew Harris 
and his Deputy Commissioner Anne Marie 
McMahon. 

As they stood there in their cobalt hue 
blue uniforms, they complemented the 
façade of this seven-bay, four story station 
over basement. It was built in 1912-13 which 
itself was developed c.1795 as the eastern 
extension from Mountjoy Square, part of the 
Gardiner Estate. The imposing decorative 
and unusual station stands out on this 
streetscape of dark brick townhouses and 
faces a late twentieth-century corporation 
housing development1. Croke Park Stadium 
commands the nearby skyline.

It was approaching midday as I sat on a 
chair in the second row opposite the front 
door of the Garda Station. Waiting for the 
ceremony to begin, my mind meandered 
back to the 11 March 1963, when I, along 
with five fellow recruit Gardai, got off the 
back of a lorry in Charles Lane, at the side of 
Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station where the 
main entrance door to the Station was then 
located. 

The six of us were after completing our 
five-month introductory training programme 
in the Training Depot in Garda Headquarters 
in the Phoenix Park in Dublin. We were 
part of the October class of 1962. As I 
daydreamed, I could picture the six of us - 
Mick Behan, John Kelly, Peter Tierney, Jimmy 
McHugh, Basil Quigley RIP) and myself, as 
we carried our heavy-laden suitcases into 
Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station. For the 
foreseeable future, this station would be not 
alone our place of work but also our homes.  

1 https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-
search/building/50011038/fitzgibbon-street-garda-
station-fitzgibbon-street-dublin-dublin-city

Fitzgibbon Street Station opened in 
1913 in a blaze of policing challenges.  This 
was the same year as the Irish Volunteers 
were formed in the grounds of the nearby 
Rotunda Hospital, which was part of 
Fitzgibbon Street subdistrict. Another 
event that coincided with the opening of 
Fitzgibbon Street Station was the Dublin 
Lockout and the police baton charges in 
1913 which were sparked when major 
employers in the city tried to prevent the 
working class from organising themselves 
into a trade union to improve their working 
conditions.  

The First World War began the following 
year in mid-1914. It resulted in practically 90 
per cent of the Irish Volunteers joining the 
British Army to fight in the Great War. The 
remaining 10 per cent of the Irish Volunteers 
spearheaded the Easter Rising in 1916. The 
operational headquarters of the Rising was 
the General Post Office in Sackville Street 
(O’Connell Street). The ensuing execution 
of the leaders of the Easter Rising provided 
martyrs that enraged generations of 
Irishmen and Irishwomen.  

In 1918, the First World War ended. 
The following year the First Dáil was 
established in Dublin. It coincided with 
the commencement of the Irish War of 
Independence, which continued until the 
Truce was agreed, the year before the Irish 
Free State was formed in 1922. By then 
Fitzgibbon Street Station was occupied 
by the Dublin Metropolitan Police under 
the control of the Irish Government. This 
occupation continued seamlessly when the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police amalgamated 
with An Garda Síochána in 1925. 

When the six members of the October 
class of 1962 arrived in Fitzgibbon Street, 
we had to live in the station. This practice 
prevailed in all large Garda Stations in the 
city.  For this privilege, £1.00 per week was 
deducted from our pay.  Each of us was 

Guests at Fitzgibbon St. Station

Paul Smyth, Dublin North Branch, who attended the official reopening of 
Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station, looks back over his time at the north inner-
city station, which along with Store Street Garda Station formed the main part 
of the ‘C’ District – a crime ridden district with massive poverty and poor living 
conditions during the 1960s.
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To all members of An Garda Síochána, on your 
Centenary Celebrations.  
We are very proud to support you.

Congratulations!

Two-storey modular welfare accommodation block at Macroom Garda Station, 
designed, fabricated, installed and certified by Actavo Modular.

From all your friends 
at Actavo Modular

www.actavo.com/
modular-buildings



FITZGIBBON STREET STATION

allocated a bed on one of three landings 
depending on which working unit we were 
allocated to. Each landing accommodated 
a unit. The Gardaí worked three shifts. One 
unit took up duty at 6am. They were relieved 
from duty at 2pm by a unit that worked until 
10pm, when they in turn were relieved by 
the unit that worked until 6am. Each unit 
had to parade 15 minutes before taking up 
duty. The rota system was, two consecutive 
months of day duty followed by one month 
of night duty. I was allocated to the unit 
that worked the month of nights during 
February, May, August and November. If 
the exigencies of the service permitted, we 
could be granted two rest days per month 
while working on day-duty and four nights 
per month while working on night-duty. This 
‘living in’ arrangement provided a round the 
clock reserve force, which could be called 
up to go on duty at any hour of the day or 
night. This was only a decade prior to the 
Conroy Commission Report into working 
conditions of Gardaí. 

A large recreation room on the ground 
floor with a billiard table, fireplace and chairs. 
Daylight streamed in through four large 
windows, two of which were overlooking 
the handball alley in the station yard. 
The recreation room was the heart of the 
station for those of us living there; when 
off duty we socialised and relaxed in it. A 
large mirror hung over the fireplace. A large 
framed collage of the profiles of famous 
garda athletes and boxers like Dick Hearns, 
Jim Brannigan and Ned Tobin, to name but 
a few, hung on a wall. A French polished 
billiard score recorder hung on another wall. 
Next door to the recreation room was the 
mess-man’s shop, where members living 
in the station could buy their rations on 
credit until payday arrived.  Also sited on 
the ground floor was a utility room, a large 
dining room for Gardaí and a smaller one for 
Sergeants. A public pay phone was located 
in the hallway opposite the staircase that led 
to the bedrooms. The kitchen, drying room 
and furnace were located in the basement. 

The public office, administrative offices and 
cells, were housed in a flat roofed wing of 
the station. This wing extended behind the 
house next door onto Charles Lane at the 
side of the station. This house was where the 
Inspector in charge of the Station and his 
family lived.

In my time, Fitzgibbon Street Garda 
Station and Store Street Garda Station 
formed the main part of the “C” District. It 
was a crime ridden district with massive 
poverty and poor living conditions. Store 
Street Garda Station annually processed 
the largest number of prisoners in the State 
followed closely behind by Fitzgibbon Street 
Garda Station, which ranked in third place. 
The four events that stretched the resources 
in Fitzgibbon Street Sub District during my 
tenure included, a murder in the Small Profit 
Shop in Ballybough in 1964, the intense 
security associated with the opening of the 
Garden of Remembrance in 1966 as part 
of the 50th commemoration of the Easter 
Rising in 1916, an armed robbery at the 

Sgt Brendan Dunleavy with GSRMA members Cormac Gordon, Jim McHugh, Paul Smyth, Noel Vizzard and Tom Dunleavy

To all members of An Garda Síochána, on your 
Centenary Celebrations.  
We are very proud to support you.

Congratulations!

Two-storey modular welfare accommodation block at Macroom Garda Station, 
designed, fabricated, installed and certified by Actavo Modular.

From all your friends 
at Actavo Modular

www.actavo.com/
modular-buildings
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On behalf of Colliers we would also like to congratulate An Garda Síochána on their centenary.

With up to 35 stores such as Penneys, Supervalu, Dealz, L’occitane, Specsavers, Vero Moda, 
Insomnia to name but a few, plus 500 car parking spaces.
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Royal Bank of Ireland in Drumcondra in 1967 
and the Buckingham Street murder in 1969. I 
left Fitzgibbon Street Station in 1970.   

When I returned as a police duty instructor 
to Fitzgibbon Street station in 1974 the 
sleeping accommodation had been 
converted into an In-service Training Centre.  
This was designed to provide Continuous 
Professional Development for over four 
thousand members stationed in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area. The station entrance onto 
Charles Lane was closed. The front door of 
Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station was open to 
the public for the first time in living memory. 

According to Garda folklore, the front 
door of the Garda Station was closed shortly 
after the station was built due to complaints 
by wealthy residents in Mountjoy Square, 
who felt it lowered the tone of the area. At 
that time Mountjoy Square was on par with 
Merrion Square.

In the early 1980’s the In-Service Training 
Centre was relocated. Fitzgibbon Street 
Garda Station then became District 
Headquarters for the new “U” District.  
Ironically, during 2011, the year Fitzgibbon 
Street closed, Queen Elizabeth II, of England, 
laid a wreath in the Garden of Remembrance 
where the Irish Volunteers had been formed 
in 1913. 

I came back to reality when I heard the 
announcement from the podium requesting 
attention. By this time, Micheál Martin, TD, 
Taoiseach, Helen McEntee, TD, Minister for 
Justice, and Paschal Donohoe, TD, Minister 
for Finance, were seated in that order to the 
right of the speaker at the podium. 

Sitting on the opposite side of the podium 
were the Garda Commissioner Drew Harris, 
with Father Joe Kennedy and Archdeacon 
David Pierpoint. All those seated around the 
podium addressed the gathering. 

In his speech, the Taoiseach emphasised 
the great work that emerged out of the 
Mulvey Report entitled, Dublin’s North 
East Inner City - Creating a Brighter Future, 
citing the reopening of Fitzgibbon Street 
Garda Station as an example of a new victim 
centered approach to policing. The Minister 
for Justice focused on the rights of victims 
of crime. 

The Minister for Finance spoke of his 
involvement in the project as the local 
T.D. The Garda Commissioner outlined the 
response of the Gardai to organised crime, 
which plagued the area and referred to 
a new mobile phone app being tested 
to improve communications in An Garda 
Síochána. 

This test, he said, was being watched with 
interest by other police forces. Following 
the speeches, the Garda Chaplains blessed 

the station and the Commissioner saluted 
to the raising of the National Flag. The 
local Superintendent, Martin Mooney, 
outlined the parameters of the new policing 
District, before inviting those present 
for refreshments in the station yard and 
welcomed us to visit the reopened station.   

With a few former colleagues I walked 
through the new station. We had some 
photos taken standing at the front door. 
Due to the extensive renovations carried 
out, all that is left of the old garda station I 
worked in so long ago are the parquet floors, 
the staircase banister and some white tiles, 
which were on the walls of the kitchen in the 
basement. 

These relics reminded us of what it 
looked like in the past in comparison to the 
modernised Fitzgibbon Street Garda station 
serving the needs of the local community in 
the 21st century.

About the 
Author:  
Paul Smyth 
joined An Garda 
Siochana in 
1962. He served 
in a variety 
of ranks and 
roles nationally 
but mainly 
in the Dublin 
Metropolitan 
Area. He retired from Garda 
Headquarters in the Phoenix Park in 
2002 as Chief Superintendent in charge 
of PULSE/Change Management. He 
lives with his wife Patricia in Dublin and 
enjoys golf, hillwalking, foreign travel, 
writing and painting.

FITZGIBBON STREET STATION

Pictured alongside Garda Commissioner Drew Harris (l-r): Commissioner Drew Harris, An 
Taoiseach Micheál Martin, Finance Minister Paschal O’Donoghue, Justice Minister Helen McEntee, 
Superintendent Martin Mooney, Garda Chaplains Fr. Joe Kennedy and Arch Deacon David 
Pierpoint.
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A caption inside the front cover identified the policeman as 
Garda Patrick Brennan [Reg No. 94B] while the little boy was 
‘believed to be either the late Attorney General John Kelly or 

his brother’. 
The same photo was published in March 2012 by ‘Ireland’s Own’, 

again naming Garda Brennan and posing the question: “We have no 
details yet on the little boy – can anyone help?” 

Now, over 80 years after the photograph was first taken by the 
eagle-eyed Jesuit priest, we think that we can finally identify the 

‘Boy in the Photo’. Cork-born Fr Browne (1880-1960), took in excess 
of 42,000 photographs over a 60-year period of an eventful life, 
including those taken as a passenger on the Titanic and during his 
posting as a Military Chaplain to the Irish Guards during World War 
1. 

The vast collection of negatives was discovered by accident in 
a metal trunk at the Jesuit Provincial House at Milltown Park by Fr 
Eddie O Donnell, SJ in 1988. The AIB agreed to finance the salvage 
operation of the collection and the slow restoration work was 

BILLY 
BLACK  
– ‘The boy 
in the photo’

The front cover of the Spring 2002 issue of Síocháin featured a charming photograph from the Fr 
Browne Collection titled ‘Policeman & Raider, Cowper Gardens, Rathmines, Dublin, 1942’. Fachtna 
O’Donovan, Cork West Branch, writes that now over 80 years since it was first taken by the eagle-
eyed Jesuit priest, the identity of the ‘Boy in the Photo’ may now be revealed.

Fr Brow
ne Collection

LOOK BACK
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commenced by photographer David Davison and his son Edwin. 
In 2002, the annual AIB calendar had as its theme “People by 
Father Browne SJ”. The photograph for April was the ‘Policeman & 
Raider’.

BILLY BLACK IS ‘THE BOY’
Billy Black, now 85 years young, recognised himself 
immediately when he picked up the calendar at his local bank 
in Castletownbere, Co Cork in 2002. Billy is a third-generation 
lighthouse painter with Irish Lights. In 1942, he lived with his family 
on Beechwood Avenue, Ranelagh, near to Cowper Gardens. He 
was five when the photo was taken, but remembers it being taken 
by Fr. Browne. 

He recognised the toy wooden gun as the one made for him 
by his father at the Irish Lights Headquarters in Dun Laoghaire for 
Christmas. There were nine children in the family so money was 
scarce for buying toys. His mother made rag dolls for the girls. 

The little car belonged to his friend Tom Healy who lived a few 
doors from the Blacks. Tom’s father had a grocery shop in Ranelagh 
village. The Black family moved to Castletownbere when his father 
was transferred to his wife’s native town sometime after the photo 
was taken.

Billy thought that the Garda was John Commins, whose son 
Dickie was a friend of his, though two years older. Dickie was later 
killed in the Korean War. However, it transpires that Garda John 
Commins wasn’t stationed in Rathmines until 1943. 

Billy remembers that “there was a shooting in the area” and that 
there was Garda protection on a Minister or other persons nearby. 
He has in his possession a class photograph from his schooldays 
at the Sisters of Charity Convent in Milltown taken in 1944. The 
resemblance to the boy in the car is remarkable. 

The ‘Policeman & Raider’ photograph was taken at the junction 
of Tudor Road looking in towards Cowper Gardens. The Jesuit 
grounds of Milltown Park are to the rear of Cowper Gardens and Fr 
Browne took many photographs around the neighbourhood.

REAL THREAT FROM ACTIVE IRA
Around the corner from where the photo was taken is No. 15 
Cowper Drive, the residence of Detective Chief Superintendent 
Patrick Carroll, Head of Crime Branch with responsibility for 
political crime as well as state security during the war years. The 
threat from an active IRA as well as espionage by spies was very 
real. The period 1940 to 1944 saw more than a dozen guards killed 
or seriously injured by IRA gunmen. 

Two detectives Richard Hyland and Patrick McKeown were 
shot dead while raiding an IRA training base on nearby Rathgar 
Road with a third detective being seriously wounded. Two IRA 
men arrested at the scene were subsequently executed for capital 
murder. And in September 1942 Special Branch Detective Denis 
O’Brien was shot dead outside his home at Ballyboden. 

This was seen as a deliberate planned assassination and as a 
result the Chief of Staff of the IRA, Charlie Kerins was arrested 
and executed. Chief Superintendent Carroll, who would be later 
appointed Commissioner in the 1960’s, was active in clamping 
down on the IRA, as was Chief Superintendent Seán Gantly of the 
Special Branch. Meanwhile in Beechwood Avenue a young Billy 
Black was aware that “there was a shooting” and that the Gardai 
were protecting somebody important in the locality. 

In 2012, Billy was painting the house of Mrs Margaret Downey 
Harrington in Castletownbere. Margaret was the wife of retired 
Garda Tadhg Harrington, a GSRMA member until his untimely 

passing in 2006. Tadhg had all his service in the DMA and returned 
to his native Beara on retirement. 

DIRECT CONNECTION TO PHOTO
Having noticed the copy of ‘Ireland’s Own’ in the house Billy 
mentioned his connection to the photo. Margaret rooted out 
Tadhg’s old copy of ‘2002 Síocháin’ with the photo on the cover. 

She jotted down Billy’s recollections and took a photograph of 
him holding the magazine. She called to see this writer at the Garda 
Station with her evidence in hand and suggested that it would 
make a good story for a Garda magazine.  

However, what of the others mentioned as being the boy in the 
photo? Apparently, a member of the Kelly family contacted the 
Jesuit Archives in the 1990s claiming that the boy may be either 
John Kelly or his brother Peter. This was possibly the source for the 
2002 Síocháin caption. The Kelly family lived on Cowper Drive at 
one stage but had left by 1942. 

Other sources claimed that the boy was Patrick Carroll’s son Milo 
(Ambrose), or perhaps his brother Paddy. The former curator of 
the Fr Browne Collection, speaking from memory, says that Garda 
Brennan is talking to “a lad called Carroll who went on to become 

LOOK BACK

Billy Black photographed with a copy of ‘Síocháin’ in 2012. 
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the highest-ranked Irish Dominican priest ever (Assistant Superior 
General, Rome). 

His father Judge Carroll was outspoken against the IRA and, 
therefore, under threat of death. That’s why he was given 24-hour 
protection by the Gardaí, with one of the sentry-men shown in 
the picture”. Milo and Paddy are brothers of the late High Court 
Judge, Ms. Justice Mella Carroll. 

Pearse Street Garda historian Garda Stephen Moore directed 
me to Martin Drew, the former curator of the Garda Museum. 
Martin in turn put me on to his old Mountjoy Station work 
colleague Fionn Lynch, whom he knew to be a nephew of Garda 
Patrick Brennan. 

Some years ago, Martin and his wife came across a framed copy 
of the photograph in an antiques shop in Naas and purchased it 
as a present for Fionn for being Best Man at their wedding. 

According to Fionn, his family has had a long interest in the 
photograph, adding that the photo was taken on Sunday 22 
March 1942 as attributed by the Fr Browne Collection. So, March 
2022 marked its 80th birthday.

VOICE FROM THE PAST
Another nephew of Garda Brennan subsequently made contact 
– a voice from the past – my old Kevin Street colleague Bill ‘The 
Bullet’ Dwyer. Bill’s nickname comes down from his athletics days 
as a champion sprinter, as well as being a handy middleweight 
boxer.

 Bill says that Garda Paddy Brennan was identified by his widow 
Maisie and his sister some years after the photo was taken. Paddy 
died in 1957 at the early age of 41 but his widow lived to reach 
her 100th year. 

Billy Black (centre) pictured in a school photo dating back to 1944.

About the Author: Fachtna O’Donovan joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1980. He served in Kevin St, Anglesea St, Tipperary 
Town, Castletownbere and also on a UN Mission to the Western 
Sahara before retiring in 2015. A native of Skibbereen he is 
married to Helen and they have six children. A book collector 
and a keen local historian, he is Secretary of the Beara 
Historical Society.
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THE IRISH LANGUAGE

In order to bring the Irish language 
project forward, Commissioner O’Duffy 
selected one of the more mature 

members to join this new Irish Police Force. 
John Mackin [Reg. No. 2966] of Cullyhanna, 
Co. Armagh, brought to his new career 
years of experience as a Gaelic League 
organiser, both at home and among the 
Irish community in New York.

He was immediately put in charge of 
Irish classes for recruits and became one of 
Commissioner O’Duffy’s allies in the cultural 
life of An Garda Síochána. In a report on 
proposals for 1922, the new promotion 
regulations urged that no consideration 
should be given to a candidate who had no 

Irish or was not willing to learn it. In the first 
edition of Iris An Gharda, dated 26 February 
1923, a programme of simple Irish language 
lessions for home study was published.

To structure the movement in the Force, 
Commissioner O’Duffy proposed a scheme 
of formal study based on a two-year course 
on gramaphone records. The Government 
made a contribution of £500 towards 
the cost of gramaphones, records and 
textbooks. The total cost of the project was 
£1,700. Individual members of the force 
contributed the balance of £1200.

COMMISSION ON THE GAELTACHT
The Commission on the Gaeltacht, 
published in 1926, recommended ‘that 
systematic steps be taken to replace all 
non-Irish speaking officials in the Gaeltacht 
by competent Irish-speaking officials.   
    However, the operational needs of the 
Force were the Commissioner’s first priority. 
Very often the best Irish-speakers were the 
most efficient guards. It was considered 
impossible to allocate such a Guard to 
a backward District where his police 
efficiency and effectiveness could be lost. 

At the same time, members of the Force 
felt that if they revealed their knowledge 
of Irish, they would inevitably be sent to an 
Irish-speaking District.  
 They associated the Gaeltacht with 
backwardness. It was deemed unfair to 
Guards who had responded to exhortations 
to learn the language to be transferred 
to the Gaeltacht, where their chances of 
promotion were remote.

In 1944, Comhdháil Náisúnta na Gaeilge 
complained to the Taoiseach, Éamon 
de Valera that An Garda Síochána was 
actually obstructing the revival of Irish. 
The Comhdháil demanded the immediate 
‘Gaelicising’ of the Force, recruiting only 
candidates who were proficient in the 

spoken word with Irish being the language 
of the Depot [Ref: Comhdháil Náisúnta na 
Gaelige, 29/4/1944, National Archives, 4/31].

The then Garda Commissioner, Michael 
Kirrane, made the obvious point that 
unless people wanted to speak Irish in their 
work and play, the first step had not been 
taken. It was ‘too much to ask’ the ordinary 
Guard or teacher to persist in talking Irish 
to people who were indifferent to the 
language. 

LEARNING LEGAL DEFINITIONS  
IN IRISH
The existing staff of highly trained 
instructors, all of whom were 1922 men, 
had little or no Irish and he was not 
prepared to replace them. He questioned 

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA 
AND THE IRISH LANGUAGE 

On his appointment as Garda Commissioner, Eoin O’Duffy saw 
the need to introduce Irish language training to the new police 
force, and deemed it necessary for An Garda Síochána to play its 
part in the Irish language revival in line with a cultural change he 
believed was on the way, writes Pat McGee, Kildare North Branch.

Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy Eamon de Valera
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the ability of recruits to come to terms with 
legal definitions in Irish.

De Valera telephoned Kirrane; he 
understood the difficulties but asked that 
the Drill Book, at least, be translated into 
Irish. The recruits continued to drill on the 
Depot square to commands in English 
but every day for an hour, during their six 
months of training, they were to sit in class 
learning by rote passages from a new Irish 
translation of the police duty manual. 

In a Circular letter to the Force in 1947, 
Commissioner Michael Kirrane paraphrased 
the exhortations of his predecessors, 
adding; ‘In view of the facilities provided 
in all our schools during the past twenty 
years, a young Garda who cannot speak 
the language fluently, cannot reasonably 
expect his superiors to regard him as 
having any real ambition either to become 
a real policeman or earn promotion for 
himself’. No more was heard on the subject 
afterwards from the Commissioner’s Office.

In later years, Sergeant Gregory Allen, 
in his excellent publication ‘The Garda 
Síochána – Policing Independent Ireland 1922-

1982’ (Gill & Macmillan, 1999) recalls that as 
a young Garda, he discovered the forgotton 
equipment from the Irish Language Training 
Programme gathering dust on the top 
shelves in station offices. 

He learned of Commissioner O’Duffy’s 
contribution from older colleagues, 
who scoffed at the notion that their 
contributions to the Irish Language Fund 
had been voluntary.

About the Author: Pat McGee 
is a native of Dundalk and joined 
An Garda Síochána in February 
1973. He served in Bray, Traffic, 
SDU, Rathmines, Crumlin and 
Garda HQ. He also served on TT 
at Lifford, Trim and Scotstown 
before he retired in December 
2009. His hobbies include 
sport, in particular supporting 
Dundalk FC, history, music. Since his retirement, 
Pat presents two radio shows each Sunday, music 
and sport, on local community radio station.
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Father Clarence Daly CP meeting Pope John Paul II in Rome on the occasion of the Garda Diamond Jubilee Pilgrimage (1922-1982).
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F rom my limited experience of 
operational policing, I recall my first 
encounter with death and tragedy 

which resulted from a fatal accident in the 
town of Loughrea, Co. Galway in the late 
summer of 1972.

Two unfortunate young men lost their 
lives when the high handled motorcycle 
went out of control as they entered the 
town at a sharp bend and then collided 
with a telegraph pole on the footpath. 
One man had died at the scene and the 
other was comforted by a local nurse while 
awaiting the arrival of the ambulance. He 
subsequently passed away on the way to 
the Regional Hospital in Galway. 

There was little by way of identification on 
the deceased, but we eventually established 
where they had been residing in Galway 
which led to formal identification by 
relatives the following morning. For me this 
was a first-time encounter as a member of 
An Garda Síochána with relatives, following 
such a tragedy and fortunately my earlier 
training in bereavement counselling assisted 
me greatly in discharging a professional 
task while at the same time acting 
empathetically with the bereaved.  

I likewise recall my worst experience of 
being thrown to the ground as I entered 
my digs in Marlborough Street by the 
force of the explosion in Talbot Street 
during the bombings of 1974. That night 
I went on night duty and was deployed 
to assist at the city morgue where there 
were horrific scenes of relatives trying to 
confirm the identities of the victims. Those 
situations thankfully are not the day-to-day 
experiences for all members of the force, 
but they do occur and it is only right that all 
members are given the necessary human 
qualities necessary to cope with such 
trauma as well as the professional training to 
discharge their duties.  

PROMOTING SPIRITUAL AWARENESS
Against this background, I outline a historic 
tradition that assisted members of the RIC, 
the DMP and An Garda Síochána to promote 
an awareness of the spiritual in the lives of 
all who served and will serve in our great 
Force. 

While we live at a time of social change 
and religious observance is totally diverse 
and the influence of the Church has greatly 
declined, it is however a reality that the vast 
number of our population have a belief in 
God. While this belief may only become 
manifest at a time of trauma or death, it 
is important that we discharge our duties 
at such time with this reality in mind. In a 
multi-cultural and multi religious society, 

sensitivity is essential.  
In the years before the foundation of 

An Garda Síochána and for many years in 
the life of our great Force, the pastoral role 
of policing in Ireland was evident none 
more so than during the current pandemic 
when our members sought out vulnerable 
members of each community and provided 
them with daily support in a variety of ways. 

During the famine years, there is 
documentary evidence that our police 
services at that time, notably the RIC and 
DMP, assisted members of the public who 
were in distress due to lack of material needs 
in 19th Century Ireland. 

A biographical publication on the life of 
one Olivia Mary Taaffe (the foundress of the 
St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society) by Fr J. 
Anthony Gaughan, the son of an RIC man, 
outlines the extraordinary work done by 
this good woman in providing support for 
candidates for the priesthood. 

One full chapter covers the association of 
the RIC, DMP and An Garda Síochána with 
the Society since 1899, some four years after 
its initial launch. One of the first students to 

be assisted in his studies for the priesthood 
happened to be the orphaned son of an 
RIC Constable who had been stationed in 
Ballyglunin, Co. Galway and studied in All 
Hallows College in Drumcondra. 

EXPANDING SOCIETY FOR YOUNG 
PRIESTS
Olivia Taaffe experienced difficulty in 
expanding the Society and decided to 
approach the then Inspector General of the 
RIC, Sir Andrew Reed, who was a member 
of the Church of Ireland and whose father 
had been a Church of Ireland Minister in Co. 
Galway. 

Sir Andrew responded positively to Olivia 
Taaffe’s promptings by requesting some 
of his Catholic Officers to assist her in her 
efforts to promote the Society. A small 
committee chaired by Michael Hurley, a 
native of Co. Tipperary and who joined the 
RIC as a Constable and rose to the rank of 
County Inspector. Hurley remained Hon. 
Secretary of the RIC Branch up to his death 
in June 1911. 

At the request of a Fr. Browne S.J, the 

During this the centenary year of the founding of An Garda 
Síochána, John Duffy, Dublin West Branch, says it is appropriate 
to reflect upon an often-hidden ingredient in the life of An Garda 
Síochána. He refers to the pastoral role played by the Gardaí 
in areas involving sudden death and tragedy where they must 
interact with members of the public.

Garda Síochána in Rome in 1928 - parade arriving at the Vatican for an audience with Pope Pius 
XI. Pictured on the left - Father Austin Tierney CP, Principal Chaplain, carries the ‘precious casket’ 
containing the Mass Offering for presentation to the Holy Father.
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late Michael Hurley was replaced with the 
authority of the then Deputy Inspector 
General, Sir Heffernan-Considine who 
agreed himself to replace Michael Hurley. 

Both Fr. Browne and Sir Heffernan-
Considine persuaded Ignatius Ronayne Bray 
Jennings, a recently retired County Inspector 
to take over as President and Treasurer of the 
RIC Branch. By 1918 over 4,000 members of 
the RIC, who were members of the Society 
helped by their contributions to support six 
students for the priesthood.

Although no branch of the St Joseph’s 
Young Priests’ Society was established in 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police, hundreds 
of their membership became associate 
members of the Society. One Commissioner 
of the DMP, Lieutenant Colonel Sir John 
Foster G. Ross of Bladensburg became 
National President of the Society from 1909-
1926.

From the foundation of An Garda 
Síochána in 1922 and with the appointment 
of Fr. Patrick Dunlea, C.C. Glasnevin to be 

Chaplain to An Garda Síochána at the then 
Collinstown Depot, efforts were made 
to promote the Society in the new force. 
Fr. Dunlea consulted with the second 
Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy, who in turn 
requested his Assistant Commissioner 
Patrick J. Walsh, a former RIC District 
Inspector, to promote the Society in the 
new force. 

GARDA VOCATIONAL BRANCH
It was not until 13 September 1926 when a 
resolution of the joint representative bodies 
of the rank and file to formally establish 
a Garda Vocational Branch of the Society. 
The Secretary of this joint body, Sergeant 
P.J. Gallagher was appointed the first Hon. 
Secretary of the Garda Vocational Branch. 
Fr. Patrick J. Connolly S.J. was appointed the 
branch’s first Chaplain. A recommendation 
by Assistant Commissioner Patrick Walsh to 
Chief Superintendent Eamon Broy of the 
Dublin Metropolitan Division that the DMD 
establish its own branch was agreed upon.

In 1930, it was agreed to wind up the 
Dublin Metropolitan Branch and its members 
integrated into the Garda Branch. A year later 
in a submission dated the 16 March 1937 
on behalf of the Garda Vocational Branch to 
Pope Pius X1 to approve the canonisation 
of Blessed Oliver Plunkett. Patrick Walsh 
continued to be associated with the Garda 
Vocational Branch until his death on 19 
August 1957. 

Deputy Commissioner Garrett Brennan 
presided over the Garda Branch until 1959, 
when he retired. Deputy Commissioner 
Brennan served as National President from 
1957-1963, and was succeeded by Assistant 
Commissioner William P. Quinn as President 
of the Garda Branch in 1959. 

In December 1959 the National President 
Thomas P. Sheridan sought to revive existing 
branches that had not been active. A 
submission by Michael Conway in response 
to the National President’s request was 
prepared and it began by stating that the 
Vocational Branch “exists in name only – no 
meetings are held, there is no committee in fact 
and we have no spiritual director or chaplain”. 

Two years later consideration was given 
to Michael Conway’s submission and this 
prompted the exchange of letters between 
the Hon. Secretary of the Society, Dr. J. 
Enda Mulvey and Commissioner Michael J. 
Wymes. 

FULLY OPERATIONAL SECTION
In a letter dated 10 July 1972, Wymes 
informed Mulvey “The Garda Section of 
the Society is fully operational and there is 

Founding members at Mount Argus in 1972
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no question of the Section having lapsed”. 
Wymes further indicated that before long 
computer deductions for subscriptions 
to the Society would be possible and 
it would speed up the payment of 
subscriptions from the Vocational Branch 
to the Society. Michael Conway’s initiative 
proved very worthwhile from 1980 
onwards. 

In 1980, subscriptions were raised from 
2p per week to 5p per week. In 1979 the 
2p subscription amounted to £3,000 
per annum.  In 1980 with the rise to 5p 
per week. the total subscriptions rose to 
£5,355 per year.

On 25 February 1983, A/Commissioner 
Michael Enright was elected President, 
Sergeant Gregory Allen as Hon. Secretary 
and Michael Conway as Treasurer. A 
discussion on who should act as Chaplain 
to the Garda Vocational Branch took 
place and it was decided in the tradition 
of the DMP, the Chaplain to the existing 
Catholic Obsequies Society and for some 
time regarded as the National Chaplain to 
An Garda Síochána would fill the role as 
Chaplain to the Garda Vocational Branch of 
the St. Joseph’s Young Priests Society. 

At that time the late Fr. Clarence Daly 
C.P. was the Garda Chaplain and he was 
followed by the late Fr. Columb O’Donnell 
C.P. to be replaced by Fr. Ralph Egan C.P. 
who was succeeded by the late Fr. Hilarion 
Cleary C.P. who was followed by our 
present Chaplain Fr. Joe Kennedy C.P. 

During this period, the Garda Vocational 
Branch enjoyed good support including 
the commencement of a Garda Pilgrimage 
to Knock which took place in June of each 
year.  The vocational branch and its Garda 
members contributed up to and more 
than €40,000 in the latter years up to the 
year 2000.

I would hope that in the centenary 
year that consideration would be given 
to support initiatives that will benefit the 
critical need to support a vibrant Chaplaincy 
in the interests of all our membership and 
embracing all faiths where possible.

About the Author: The former Curator of the 
Garda Museum at Dublin Castle, John Duffy 
hails from Charlestown, Co. Mayo. He joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1972, and after initially 
serving in Loughrea, Co. Galway he moved to 
the Bridewell in Dublin and then onto Garda 
HQ. He retired as an Inspector in 2002 and is 
an active member of the Dublin West Branch. 
John lives in West Dublin with his wife of many 
years, Mary.

Mount Argus 1972

John Duffy and his colleagues in 1972.
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In 2017, I came across an advertisement 
in a Sunday newspaper relating to a 
package holiday tour of World War 1 sites 

and museums. 
Having a keen interest in this area of 

history, I rang the tour company for some 
more details. When told there was only one 
place left available on the tour, I decided 
there and then to add my name to the 
tourist list. A week later I was off to the 
Belgium/French border.

The tour included flights, accommodation, 
meals and a professional guide for the four 
days. The itinerary was to include a visit the 
infamous Somme, Menin Gate, Ypres among 

other significant places relating to what 
came to be known as ‘The Great War’.

My expectations were nothing more 
than having a holiday and acquire 
additional information and perspective 
on a subject I had read so much about 
and maybe, just maybe, locate a relative’s 
name on a memorial wall at a graveyard 
in Passchendaele. 

I was not very optimistic on this last 
aspiration, as the cemetery at Tyne Cot is 
the biggest Commonwealth graveyard in 
the world, with 11,965 named burial graves, 
8,369 are unnamed gravestones and a 
memorial wall inscribed with the names 

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY TO A 
FAMILY’S 100-YEAR-OLD QUESTION
During a four-day tour of World War 1 sites and museums along the Belgium/French border some years 
ago, Cyril Meehan, Donegal North Branch, wonders if it was simply luck choosing that specific holiday 
and meeting a tour guide with specific information about Cyril’s relative who had served with the Munster 
Fusiliers and had been killed over a century ago.

VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

of many more, whose bodies were never 
recovered. 

INTERESTING PEOPLE ON TOUR 
The tour guide, ex-military, turned out to 
be extremely vocational about his job and 
little did I realise at the start of the tour 
how invaluable his enthusiasm and passion 
would be to me and my family on a very 
personal level.

I met a very interesting old Dublin man on 
the tour, who sat beside me on day one of 
the excursion as we went by bus from one 
historic site to another. He shared with me 
an amazing story which had led him to be 

Tyne Cot Commonwealth War Graves
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VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

Síocháin   3

compelled to go on this trip. 
Apparently a relative of his was killed 

in the war and was never spoken of in his 
family as at the time, not long after the 
1916 Rising in Dublin, it was deemed an 
embarrassment to have someone belong to 
you as a member of the British Army. 

The gentleman went on to confide in 
me that four years previously, he had very 
disturbed sleep and woke up in the middle 
of the night feeling extremely distressed. 
This was not normal for him he added as he 
said he always slept well. 

He decided to get up and surf the 
internet. Completely by chance he started 
to research military records of the not-to-
speak-of deceased relative who had been 
killed in the war. 

To his astonishment he found out that 
his relative had died on that very same date 
and month. Overcome with emotion he said 

that he felt as if his relative was reaching out 
to him, seeking to be recognised and to be 
remembered if not accepted by his family. 
Such was the unbelievable experience that 
he had, he there and then composed a 
poem in remembrance and honour of that 
fallen soldier. 

In the silence and peace of that 
extraordinary night of revelation, he made 
a solemn promise that he would one day 
find his relatives grave, visit it in person and 
recite his poem at the very site. 

I was humbly privileged to be present, 
and bear witness a day after this 
conversation when he honoured that 
promise. It was a very moving experience for 
those of us present, one I will certainly never 
forget. The following day, I would have my 
own incredibly bizarre experience.

A DISTANT RELATIVE’S DEATH
On the second last day of the extremely 
informative and overwhelming emotional 
tour we arrived at Passchendaele where my 

❝ Apparently a relative of his was killed in the 
war and was never spoken of in his family as at  
the time, not long after the 1916 Rising in Dublin,  
it was deemed an embarrassment to have  
someone belong to you as a member of  
the British Army  ❞
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distant relative, Lieutenant J.H. O Connor, of 
the Munster Fusiliers had been killed exactly 
100 years before. The tour guide directed 
me to the register, located near the front 
gate of the cemetery which contained in 
alphabetical order the names of every soul 
buried there and a reference number to 
map their exact location. 

My tour guide then accompanied me 
to the specific wall panel where together 
we located my relative’s name. It was 
strangely an emotional experience and I felt 
compelled to mark the occasion by placed 
two poppies beside his name, one red and 
the other green.

After some private and silent time at that 
location I turned and asked my guide if 
there was any possible way of finding out 
what exactly happened on that faithful day 
my relative was killed, that was the objective, 
how many were killed and so on?  John, 
thought for a minute, then said, “Leave it 
with me”.

Realistically I did not expect him to come 
up with any answers as numerous relatives 
of mine had done thorough research over 

the years, all in vain. Sure, there are countless 
records available, and books written on 
the war and the battles of Passchendaele 
specifically, but in a general sense and from 
a historical perspective. In 1917 alone, at 
Passchendaele, within a 100-day period, 
500,000 men were killed in achieving an 
8-kilometre gain of ground. 

So, why would there be available a record 
of my relative’s demise I rationalised and 
convinced myself? Later that same night, 
tour guide John, came to my dinner table at 
the hotel and discretely handed me a USB 
stick, “You might find something in this of 
some use to answer some of the questions 
you posed earlier,” he said. 

THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES
He explained that the date my relative was 
killed – 11 November 1917 – was significant 
as it was the beginning of the last of three 
battles, called the Third Battle of Ypres on 
that stretch of the war front. I was given to 
understand that all unit commanders had 
to keep a meticulous record, like a diary, of 
every day’s actions, such as, the number of 

incoming shells, sniper attacks as well as 
number of deaths or injuries. This was done 
throughout the entire four-year war.

Returning to my bedroom with great 
anticipation I spared no time in putting 
the USB stick into my laptop computer. 
I was taken aback to discover that I was 
now in the possession of a copy from the 
original book on the complete history of the 
Munster Fusiliers covering the period 1861 
to 1922. 

It did not escape my attention that the 
book was marked confidential and for 
limited viewing and circulation. Each page 
had been photographed, probably by John 
himself, no doubt at some point in the past 
accessed in some Army base Library where 
the book was not supposed to leave the 
building.

I raced forward the pages skipping the 
chapters that covered every campaign 
the regiment ever fought in from 1861 as I 
sought out the involvement of the regiment 
in battles of Passchendaele.

I could not believe my eyes when I 
eventually turned to page number 145, 

Battle at Passchendaele: On the second last day of the extremely informative and overwhelming emotional tour we arrived at Passchendaele where 
my distant relative, Lieutenant J.H. O Connor, of the Munster Fusiliers had been killed exactly 100 years before.

VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
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incredibly I was being faced with a very 
detailed account of what exactly happened 
on the very day my relative was killed. l 
read about what the target of my relatives’ 
company was on that specific morning. 
They had been tasked with attacking and 
securing an enemy held farm, named 
Tournant farm. 

Even more extraordinary, there was a 
map of the farm’s location, the company’s 
position and that of the German front 
line. Outlined in graphic detail was the 
time of the attack, 6am, the heavy rainfall, 
soldiers getting stuck waist deep in the 
mud, their weapons malfunctioning as 
they clogged with mud as they crossed “no 
man’s land” under relentless and devastating 
heavy gunfire that wreaked havoc on the 
advancing troops. 

Even more unfortunate for the attacking 
Munster Fusiliers was the presence of no 
less than three enemy aircraft that rained 
down bomb shells on them. Lieutenant J.H. 
O’Connor, my relative, is named as being 
charged with the leadership of Company A 
in this horrific attack, during which he was 

killed. The farm was eventually taken, the 
objective secured, but at what a cost. 

SMALL PART OF BIGGER 
ENGAGEMENT
Over 400 men were killed in that one small 
part of a bigger engagement along the 
entire front that day. My relative was one of 
two officers killed whose body was never 
recovered. Although not indicated precisely 
where or how my relative died, I strongly 
suspect that he died while crossing no man’s 
land, probably killed by a bomb explosion 
which would explain why his body was 
never recovered.

The attainment of this precious 
documented account of how my relative 
died and what he had to endure was an 
emotionally invaluable, if not closure for 
my family. My holiday had turned into 
a pilgrimage, a discovery of gigantic 
proportions on a very personal level and an 
answer to a 100-year-old question.

Was it simply luck, that I picked that 
specific holiday, met that vocational 
tour guide who happened to possess 

information specific to my relative, classified 
and for limited circulation? 

Was it not incredible that out of all the 
thousands of battles and lives lost, which 
could not all be fitted into the regimental 
record book, yet my relative’s demise is 
disclosed and documented in vivid detail? 

It was certainly bizarre if not very strange 
how my fellow poet tourist awoke and 
discovered details of his relative’s death in 
the war on the very date and month, almost 
100 years after the event?

I do not consider myself very religious or 
spiritual, I can normally debate on either 
side of the argument about fate, luck and 
coincidence, but in this case, I know where I 
stand, it was somehow, clearly meant to be. 
Lieutenant J.H. O’Connor RIP.

VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

Battle of the Somme:  On 1 July 1916, British and French forces attacked German positions along the River Somme in what has become one of the 
most controversial battles of WWI. (Image courtesy of Imperial War Museum)

About the Author: Cyril Meehan is a retired Garda 
Detective Sergeant, who travels extensively, and to date 
he has written two books ‘The Ideal Guard’ and ‘In Dark 
Blue’. He currently lives in Lithuania.
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T his is a work dedicated to the men 
and women of An Garda Síochána 
and their families. It pays tribute to 

those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
in securing the Irish State during the last 
100 years. The author is grateful for the 
commission and support given him by 
the Garda Síochána Retired Members 
Association to this work. 

This is the story of a Force born out of a 
bloody War of Independence and launched 
in the teeth of a brutal Civil War following. 
The nature of this work details one hundred 
years of policing and security in the Irish 
Republic. It is written from an ethnographic 
perspective. It is a first-hand account written 
by an author who served at many different 
levels in An Garda Síochána.

Historically, it is well established that a 
functioning acceptable police force is an 

essential enabler for stable democracy. 
This was the brutal lesson learned by An 
Garda Síochána’s predecessors. When the 
police force is rendered impotent, the State 
collapses.

The main purpose of this work, 
undertaken with the support and guidance 
of the Garda Síochána Retired Members 
Association, is to share and explore 
information regarding the history of policing 
in Ireland from 1922 to 2022. 

Understandably, the primary focus of the 
book is on the role of the An Garda Síochána 
in protecting and securing the State. Up 
to 1998, this threat was posed primarily 
by militant republicans, particularly the 
Provisional IRA. They posed an existential 
danger to the Irish State during that time but 
especially in the 1920s as well as the 1970s.

The main theme in ‘Securing the Irish 

State’ charts the relationship between the 
politicians and the Force, the ambiguity 
inherent in that relationship and the 
occasional explosive conflict. The leadership 
of the Force is critically examined from 
Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy to the present 
incumbent, Drew Harris. The leadership role 
played by senior politicians and Gardaí is 
examined as part of the overall context. 

Labour relations and the overall 
implication for the control and direction of 
the Force figures significantly throughout 
the decades. These themes and others are 
explored using an evidence-based approach 
regardless of the conclusions. The history 
of ‘The Troubles’ is closely examined in the 
context the Dublin/Belfast and London’s 
political and security axis. 

The author presents a unique insider’s 
view to the many complexities involved 
in a century of policing and security. His 
observations are critical, evidence based 
and make no concession to conservatism in 
the State nor in the Force.

John O’Brien joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1968 and served until 2006. He enjoyed a 
varied and satisfying career which involved 
uniform policing as well as specialist roles. 
He acquired considerable international 
experience. He progressed through 
the ranks retiring as a Detective Chief 
Superintendent. 

Political influence in An Garda Síochána 
has been a research interest of the author 
throughout his career and into retirement. 
He previously published “A Question of 
Honour - Politics and Policing” in 2020. 

The hard back version of ‘Securing the Irish 
State – An Garda Síochána’ is available 
from the GSRMA at info@gardaretired.com 
and is priced at €15 plus €10 P&P.

SECURING THE IRISH STATE  
– AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA 1922-2022
By John O’Brien, GSRMA Central Committee  
& Dublin North Branch

Book Review by Mick Lernihan, Editor

FUN FAITH FROLICS – A GRANNY’S 
JOURNEY THROUGH COVID-19
By Mary d’Estelle Roe

Book Review by Mary d’Estelle Roe

A s a way of helping me to overcome 
the anxiety of cocooning right 
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, 

I took to writing an original poem daily to 
help me cope with the potential loneliness 
of being ‘locked up’. Some of them have 

been published in Síocháin magazine 
already and I am delighted. 

I also posted some on Facebook and was 
taken aback with all the positive comments 
and encouragement to publish a book 
of poetry. I have nominated the two new 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) classes at 
our local St Joseph’s Primary School and St 
Colmcille’s Primary School, Templemore, 
as the shared benefactors of the entire 
proceeds from the collection of poetry. 

To move forward then, I am relying on the 
generosity of Síocháin readers to achieve 
the end goal. If you feel you can support my 
endeavours by purchasing a copy of the book, 
you can opt to pay via cheque (or EFT) to 
Mary d’Estelle Roe and send directly to me at 
Corca Teine, Roscrea Road, Templemore, Co. 
Tipperary, E41 K884.

 The IBAN for EFT payments is IE34 BOFI 
9044 5682 6559 23, followed by an email to 
marydesroe@gmail.com with your name and 
address to receive a copy of my book.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Mary d’Estelle Roe (September 2022)
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V arious books have been written 
for the Garda Síochána Centenary 
and this book was extremely well 

researched under the editorial eye of 
Michael Dalton.  The 68-page book takes the 
readers back to the early years of the Force 
and documents the many unusual policing 
methods and tasks undertaken.

Interesting articles with photographs 
highlighting forgotten duties, such as 
the Fox Bounty Scheme; dealing with 
incidents of cock-fighting and seizing the 
birds for evidence; supervision of disposal 
of scrub bulls; issuing tickets to ‘Knights 
of the Road’ to allow them get over-night 
accommodation in the local county home; 
collection of Census of Population and also 
agricultural statistics; recording readings for 

daily rainfall; Delivery of new Pension Books; 
Keeping Household Registers; Security of 
Polling Stations on election days; How Gardaí 
coped with enforcement of the Noxious 
Weeds Act; and many other unusual cases.

The book reminds us of how An Garda 
Síochána in the 1930s worked with an 
international company Linguaphone, who 
supplied stations with a gramophone with a 
set of 30 records. The objective was to make 
Gardaí more fluent in speaking the Irish 
language.

Also documented is the era where a 
Guard of Honour of 16 uniformed Gardaí was 
required for Judges on the opening and final 
day of Circuit and High Courts.

This book, compiled by the Offaly GSRMA, 
will activate the long-term memory for many 

and be a nice Christmas gift to post to a 
friend. 

The first print was sold out and the next 
print is now available (priced at €10 incl. 
P&P). Copies can be ordered by contacting 
Michael Dalton on 086-8202145.

DUTIES LONG FORGOTTEN
Compiled by the GSRMA Offaly Branch

Review by Tim Bowe, Editorial Board

BOOK REVIEWS

Serving the needs of families and 
communities in our fi ve Cemeteries 
and Crematoria across Dublin.

T: 01 882 6500 
www.dctrust.ie 
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A s a Garda I had dealt with radio calls 
involving vicious, ferocious, unmuzzled 
dogs, neighbour’s disputes over dogs 

and dog Number Two’s, as well as a man of 
unsound mind who had over 100 dogs, Court 
Orders dealing with dogs, dogs with chicken 
bones stuck in their throats and dogs who 
were run over by cars, lorries and buses, so I 
should have been well prepared, but wasn’t…

When a friend arrived with the family and a 
pup at our holiday home to attend the Galway 
Races, I panicked. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, greetings were still by a touch of 
the elbow and the Galway Races could only 
be watched on television as the elite few had 
the 1,000 or so tickets allowed to enter the 
course. 

After all, hell had broken loose and children 
were guided to safety from the rafters, ponds 
and other areas which the locals wouldn’t look 
into much less get into, I recited verse three 
of the 14 verses of ‘Piddling Pete’; “He never 
missed a landmark, he never missed a post, 
for piddling was his masterpiece and piddling 
pleased him most”.

The dog’s owner, we will call him ‘Cian’, not 
his real name, attempted to assure me that his 
mutt was not like that and handed me a 60-
page contract type document which he had 
signed up to and had to rigidly obey to get 
the pup, named ‘Hershey’, called after some 
chocolate bar. 

As I read through some pages of the 
document, which would take about a week 
to fully digest, having watched video links 
and references to other doggy material and 
names of veterinary surgeons which were 
heavily priced, I could hardly believe what I 
was reading. 

All of this time, Cian carried the pup and 
each time he stopped, the pup looked me 
straight in the eye with a look that although 
he couldn’t talk, appeared to say “Let me stay”. 
In short, the contract appeared to be saying 
that the way you rear your pup, you will 
have your dog and for this to happen all you 
need is four things as follows: Words, Theory, 
Blankets and Treats.

My next question to Cian was, “Why then do 
we need a 60-page contract?”. Cian was busy 
with Hershey and didn’t appear to have the 
time to answer or was conveniently ignoring 
me. A convenient place was discovered for 
the night-time cage and the daytime playpen. 

The night-time cage for Hershey had to be 
in a dark ventilated area while the daytime 
playpen with numerous dog toys had to be 
situated where there was plenty of daylight 
and he had a good view of all the occupants 
of the house.

Hershey was only allowed to have a special 
diet with the food purchased from a special 

THE WAY YOU 
REAR YOUR PUP, 
YOU WILL HAVE 
YOUR DOG

SHORT STORY

Garda Catherine Bartley joined the Garda Dog Unit in 1997 and spent 22 years working and 
training general purpose German Shepherds and Drugs/Firearms Labradors. She was the first 
female dog handler and her two working dogs retired with her in June 2019.

By Frank Cullinane, Dublin North Branch
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SHORT STORY

named company measured in grammes in a 
special container, marked in grammes with 
the name of the food company branded on 
all sides including the bottom. The 100g daily 
diet had to be presented in three portions 
with 34g for breakfast between 7 and 9 am, 
33g presented at lunch time and the final 
33g delivered at dinner time at 7 pm and this 
weight increased each week.

In case this wasn’t complicated enough, 
the four things required to make Hershey an 
ideal dog began to grow and grow and grow. 
Beginning at 7am, Hershey had to be lifted 
from his night-time cage, placed on a long 
lead and carried to a special area where he 
did his Number One (piddled in case you have 
forgotten!). On completion of the Number 
One successfully, Hershey got treats and was 
told that he was ‘a good boy’, lifted and carried 
to the area where the playpen was located. 

Under no circumstances was he to be 
placed in the playpen at this stage but was 
to be fed his 34g of special food in a special 
bowl, in a special corner of the room where 
the feeding bowl could not move as he ate. 
As soon as the 34g of food was devoured 
Hershey was to be lifted and again placed on 
the long lead and carried to the area where he 
performed his Number One and now invited 
to perform his Number Two. 

On successfully completing Number Two, 
Hershey gets more treats and again told that 
he was ‘a very good boy’, lifted and placed in 
the playpen where he will be allowed to play 
with a pair of old shoes. This is necessary so 
that he understands that he may play with his 
own shoes but not with other shoes.

As I moved through the contract, I felt that 
there could be a little more involved in the 
training of Hershey, but I was a bit misled 
by the main things necessary as they now 
included: Settle: Settle by demonstration is 
where the owner sat down on the ground; 
Silent: Settle a little like the conductor of a 
slow orchestra with the hands and the body 
moving towards the floor. Then there was 
loose lead, Sniff, Coping Alone, Chewing, 
Don’t Touch, Leave It, Hiding Things, 
Markers, Lead Games, Jumping Up, Handling 
Procedure, Theory, Recall, Door, Manners, 
Swapping and the list went on and on.

There were times when the contract 
outlined that Cian was, ‘to say nothing or 
make any eye contact or give any attention 
to Hershey’. I continued to read the contract 
while Cian and the others continued to set up 
what now appeared to be an obstacle course 
in many rooms in our house. 

This contract covered all angles in case 
Hershey failed to achieve the stated goal and 
that no money could be returned as failure 
would rest solely with the owner of the dog. A 

Gardaí Pat Slevin, Liam Collins and Frank Crummey pictured with Airport Police Officers 
Paddy Hughes and Barney Reynolds from the Garda Airport Dog Unit Training in 1974.

Frank Crummey, Liam Collins, Brendan Maher from the Garda Dog Unit 1976.

bit like the weather forecast which sometimes 
would state, dry spells, frequent showers, frost 
in low lying sheltered areas with some high 
winds and sunshine in the East, some squally 
showers throughout the country with a risk of 
some flash flooding in places.

At this stage Hershey was carried around 
the house so that he would become familiar 
with his new surroundings and was allowed 
lick my hand but showed more interest 
in biting the contract which had to be 

retrieved from his mouth and teeth. Under 
no circumstances was he to be reprimanded 
for attempting to eat the contract but neither 
was he to get any treats as I was totally at fault 
for failing to move the contract out of his way. 
I was now listening to the instructions from 
the owner of the dog as I continued to read 
the half-battered contract.

The contract stated that the Magic Blanket 
was to be placed on the floor in an area 
away a bit from strangers or family members 
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Hershey didn’t like. Treats were then to be 
sneaked onto the Magic Blanket in such a way 
that they had to be searched for. The treats 
should be dry food, chicken, ham, and hot 
dogs. Day One, Two and Day Three passed 
with regimental instructions as outlined, 
performed with reasonable success. 

On day five a large enough box was 
opened and a contraption that I never saw 
the likes of before was unveiled. It was a newly 
designed gadget which fitted around and on 
top of the house toilet with a type of cattle 
crush fitting on top which could be adjusted 
depending on the size of the dog.  This kept 
Hershey’s Number One and Number Two 
production areas perfectly positioned and was 
so designed that he didn’t fall into the toilet.

Was the contract beginning to make some 
sense? Would this put an end to dog owners 
carrying plastic gloves and containers in 
public areas, ignoring their dogs Number 
One, carefully picking up their dogs Number 
Two when someone was looking and then 
discarding it on the footpath as they rounded 
a corner or entered a lane. 

Governments may pass laws making 
suitable Dog Numbers Ones and Twos 
facilities available in public places, with 
separate facilities available for male and 
female dogs and the necessary screen to give 
them some privacy from the public. There 
may well be an opening for retired politicians 
or Gardaí with a love of dogs who would care 
to do the course and get a Ph.D. on writing 
contracts and training the dogs to perform 
Number Ones and Twos into specified areas.

Will Michael D. be asked to sign a new piece 
of legislation into law governing the naming, 
use and cleaning of dog toilets and the 
degree of accuracy required by dogs before 
they are certified trained in accordance with 
the 60-page contract as outlined in the Dogs 
Act 1871 and now Amended by the 2021 
Hershey Dogs Act? 

These are all issues to be debated in the 
Seanad and fully teased out over the coming 
years in public consultations. However, the 
jury may well remain out for a little longer on 
the finer detail.

About the Author: A member of the Dublin 
North Branch Frank Cullinane hails from Athenry, 
Co. Galway. Having joined the Gardaí in 1963, 
he was one of the last recruits to leave Parkgate 
Hall and the Phoenix Park Depot and one of 
the first to leave Templemore Depot. He served 
in Clondalkin, Howth, Santry and Mountjoy 
Station alongside Ned Kealty [Reg No. 160] from 
An Garda Síochána in 1922. Ned retired in 1964. 
Since retiring in 1990. Frank has a few fields in 
Athenry and now realises that he is longer retired 
than was working in An Garda Síochána.

By John Grant, Naas Branch

Mary was on a flight from New York 
to Dublin and she was feeling 
smug. She had achieved her 

ambition – it was now time to move on. As 
a teenager, she had often thought about 
actions and measures to take, but she did 
not have the drive or determination to 
follow them through. It was different now 
– she had conceived the plan and carried 
it out to perfection – it was no wonder she 
felt pleased.

This was her first visit home in eight 
years – the timing was perfect – two weeks 
before Christmas. Her family would have 
suffered sufficiently at this stage and it was 
now time to re-enter their lives.  

There was a seventeen-year gap between 
Mary and her sister, Laura. During her 
adolescent years, Mary suffered greatly 
at the hands of Laura; her every move 
was intensely scrutinised and she felt 
persecuted and oppressed. What added to 
her trauma was the way her parents failed 
to intervene or come to her assistance. She 
knew she couldn’t remain in that 
environment.

Many thoughts flowed through her mind 
as she looked down on the vast ocean 
below: ‘Would they be sorry? Would they be 
glad to see her? Would there be tears? The 
past eight years had passed relatively 
quickly. She initially found it hard to settle 
in her new home in the State of Montana. 

She had chosen the city of Helena, where 
she knew she would be anonymous, but 
she was not prepared for the isolation, the 
snow and the biting cold – and most of all 
the loneliness – still it was a price she had 
to pay and she had no regrets. 

Throughout the eight years she 
frequently pondered over her decision 
to vanish without warning to family or 
friends. On her last day in Ireland, she left 
for work as usual, giving no indication of 
her plans. She knew her family would suffer, 
not knowing if she was dead or alive, but 
they caused the problem and must now 
accept the consequences.

As the plane touched down in Dublin 
Airport, she began to feel a sense of 
excitement. She pictured herself sitting 
with family and friends telling them about 
her time in the USA. These thoughts still 
occupied her mind as the bus made its way 
to her home in the midlands.  

She tried to visualise the facial 
expressions of her parents and how her 
sister Laura might react. Yes, they would be 
shocked, but she also knew that they would 
be glad to see her. However, she would 
not let them forget the trauma she had to 
endure during her adolescent years.

As she walked along the laneway to her 
home, she glanced at the trees, bushes and 
weeds that had been so familiar to her in 
the past. She noticed how the trees had 

THE PRICE OF 
REVENGE

Winter in Montana
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grown taller and much stouter. The front gate 
to the house was stiff to open and made a 
squeaking noise. She wondered why it had 
never been oiled – it was like that for years.

She was somewhat surprised to see that 
the garden was overgrown and full of weeds.  
Her father had spent endless hours in that 
garden over the years and had always kept it 
neat and tidy. A further shock greeted her at 
the front door - a bolt and padlock had been 
fitted and the paint was flaking from the 
outer surface of the wood.  

She rushed to the side windows to look 
inside but they were all boarded up. She 
ran to the rear of the house and found the 
place unkempt and desolate – not unlike 
remote parts of Montana, where she had just 
left. Her heart was pounding – what could be 
wrong she wondered?  

She rushed to Nellie Brown’s Shop on the 
Main Street. Nellie was the local gossip and 
she made it her business to know everything 
that was happening in the area. Her small 
grocery shop provided a focal point for such 
activity.  

Mary needed answers urgently. What had 
become of her family? Did they move to a 
better location? Had Laura married? Had her 
parents gone to live with Laura and her new 
husband?  

On entering Nellie’s shop, the bell sounded 
overhead, signalling the arrival of a customer. 
Nellie sat on a battered old armchair in 
the kitchen bedside the stove, where she 
had a good view of the shop through the 
connecting door. She pressed hard on the 
arms of the chair to raise her heavy frame. It 
took her a few seconds to gather herself and 
as she did Mary noticed that she had aged 
considerably.

Nellie was puzzled by the strange 
customer at the counter. She knew all of her 
customers intimately, but she could not put 
a name on this one, although, there was a 
vague familiarity about her. As she strode 
forward and nearer the counter she stopped 
and let out a piercing scream.  ‘Jimmy! Jimmy! 
come quick!’ she shouted.  

Her husband, Jimmy, came from the 
kitchen with terror in his eyes not knowing 
what had prompted Nellie to react as she 
did. ‘What is it,’ he said. Nellie couldn’t answer 
- she flopped down on an old stool – one 
that was rarely used to sit on, but was useful 
when accessing the upper shelves. Jimmy 
repeated his question but there was still no 
answer from Nellie.

It was then that he noticed the young 
woman at the counter. He stared for a few 
moments and finally spoke, slowly, and 
deliberately. ‘Mary Kavanagh, is it Mary 
Kavanagh?’ Before Mary could respond, 
Nellie let out another wailing cry and cradled 

the cemetery displayed an array of autumnal 
colours and the bright sun sat low in the sky.’ 

Jimmy advised Mary to go and talk to 
Father Dillon in the parochial house. She 
walked out of the shop in a daze. Father 
Dillon sat her down and asked how he could 
be of help. ‘I have just been told that my 
mother and father are dead and I don’t know 
what to do. Do you know where my sister 
Laura is, please help me.’ 

Father Dillon looked at her for some time 
before speaking. ‘Your mother and father 
are not dead but your grandparents are.’ ‘I 
don’t understand’ she said. The priest paused 
again. ‘Laura is not your sister; she is your 
mother. You were born out of wedlock when 
she was seventeen years old. When you left 
eight years ago, she took your departure 
very badly. She lost all interest in life and has 
suffered with severe depression since then; 
she has been confined in the local mental 
hospital for a number of years now.’ ‘Oh, my 
God,’ she said, ‘I must go and see her.’ 
As she rose from the chair, Father Dillon 
caught her firmly by the arm and said, ‘it’s 
no use, she won’t recognise you, she is on 
heavy medication and mopes about in a 
trance’. Mary was speechless. She looked 
beyond the priest out through an old sash 
window at a towering oak tree. She stared 
at its branches as they moved up and down 
in a light breeze and after some moments 
vowed inwardly to never again complain of 
the isolation, the snow and the biting cold of 
Montana.

her head in her hands.
After a short pause and a lull in Nellie’s 

wailing, Mary said, ‘yes, it’s me – please tell 
me about my family, I’m so worried – the 
house is all locked up.’ Jimmy did not answer 
- he looked instead to his wife for guidance 
but for once, she was speechless. Jimmy 
asked Mary to come into the kitchen and 
have a cup of tea. When she was seated, 
surrounded by Nellie and Jimmy, she 
pleaded with both of them to give her some 
information about her family.  Jimmy took 
control – his wife was in no condition to do 
so.

When he had gathered himself sufficiently, 
he asked Mary when she had last been in 
contact with her family. ‘Not since I left, eight 
years ago, she replied. Do you know where 
my parents are, please tell me.’ 

Jimmy’s mind was racing; he didn’t know 
how to respond. In the end, he decided to 
be blunt. ‘They’re dead! Both of them are 
dead! Didn’t you know, how could you not 
have known?’ Jimmy expected a dramatic 
reaction but the news so stunned Mary that 
she went into shock and was speechless. She 
stared straight ahead for what seemed like 
an eternity and eventually asked, ‘when did 
they die’. ‘Your father died about a year after 
you left and your mother went downhill after 
that - she was buried ten months later’.

At this stage Nellie had regained her 
composure and asked, ‘Where did you go? 
Why did you leave? Where have you been all 
these years?’ Mary heard the words and knew 
that she was expected to respond but she sat 
there in silence.  

‘They were two of the biggest funerals in 
this area for many a year,’ said Jimmy. ‘Your 
father was buried in late November – there 
was a bitter wind from the east that morning, 
everybody was well wrapped up in warm 
coats and gloves. The day was so different 
when your mother was laid to rest; it was a 
glorious September day. The trees leading to 

About the Author: John Grant is a 
member of the GSRMA Naas Branch 
and joined An Garda Síochána in 
1967. He has served in Dun 
Laoghaire, Garda Technical Bureau, 
Investigation Section, Garda College, 
Crime and Security Branch.  He retired 
as a Detective Inspector in C Branch, 
Garda HQ in 2003.  John enjoys writing short stories but 
also likes gardening, walking and cycling.
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The new curate was resplendent in his 
purple vestments and auburn hair, 
as he launched into his first sermon 

at St. Patrick’s. His theme was man’s sinful 
nature and God’s forgiveness. At least one 
member of the congregation was giving 
critical attention to what the young priest 
was saying.

Pat Mannion, a member of the Guards 
for twenty years now, considered himself 
knowledgeable on the behaviour of both 
young Guards and young priests.  Yes, 
he thought, Father Delaney conformed 
to the pattern. Full of theory, belief and 
commitment, but sadly deficient in 
knowledge of the ways of the world. The 
message would be much more believable 
coming from an older priest, he thought, 
possibly one with white hair and the marks 
of suffering and experience on his face.  
In his own experience of life, he felt that 
few people, even criminals, were wholly 
guilty and that none, including priests and 
policemen, were wholly innocent. It was all 
a matter of degree; seldom wholly black or 
white.  But here was the certainty of youth; it 
was black or white, only.

The curate preached on, and in the 
process lost the attention of at least one in 
his audience, as Pat’s attention turned to the 
study of a large middle-aged woman who 
occupied the seat directly in front of him. 
It was Mrs. Ryan, the banker’s wife, and she 
was wearing a new, white, lambs-wool coat.  
Her heavy jowls were lightly skimmed with 
a coating of mascara, effectively concealing 
the tell-tale age-lines that must underlie this 
façade. The heavy half-moon earrings caused 
her ample ear lobes to sag and stretch and 
Pat wondered whether the lobes would 
snap back into shape when relieved of their 
heavy burdens.

When the sermon ended and as people 
went to take Communion, Mrs Farrell played 
the church organ, at the back of the church. 
She was a trained music teacher, now retired, 
and though her family had moved from the 
teacher’s residence to a new house in the 
neighbouring parish, she still came back to 
St. Patrick’s on special occasions to play the 
organ. This morning, the sound of Faith of 
our Fathers filled St. Patrick’s church to the 
eaves, with some echoes escaping to the 
fields and road outside. The organ music, 
like the smell of incense, added to a church 
ceremony, he thought.

The day was cold, even for a day in 

December, and though he was wearing 
his greatcoat, he was feeling the chill in his 
position, just inside the door.  Occasionally, 
the strong winds outside would push open 
the door a few inches, in response to a 
particularly strong gust, before settling back 
in the closed position.  Pat wished there was 
a fixed lock on the door, instead of it being a 
swing door.

When in uniform, Pat Kelly always sat 
on the first seat, just inside the door, for he 
didn’t wish that his official presence should 
intrude on the Mass scene. He believed that 
the sight of the uniform reminded people of 
his role amongst them and, a bit like a guilty 
conscience, made them anxious; whether it 
was worry about an untaxed car, a bald tyre 
or an unlicensed dog.

For this reason, he tried to keep a low 
profile when dropping into Mass, during 
his meal-break, on a working Sunday. His 
preferred place was on the outside corner 
of the first seat inside the door, handy for a 
quick exit when Mass ended. However, today 
all the seats were already filled, so he had to 
stand at the back, for most of the Mass.

A WASP IN WINTER

Communion had ended and the Mass 
was drawing to a close.  Pat was thinking of 
a quick exit, when a particularly strong gust 
of wind blew the double doors apart more 
than usual, and a few flakes of snow dropped 
onto the finely varnished seat inside the 
door. The flakes melted quickly however, but 
by then Pat was aware of a large, dark spot, 
on Mrs. Ryan’s coat. It was alive and moving! 

By William Keaveney, Dun Laoghaire Branch
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About the Author: A member of GSRMA Dun 
Laoghaire Branch William Keaveney is a a 
native of Glenamaddy, Co. Galway. He joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1961 and served in Donegal 
and Dublin before he retired in 1992. William 
subsequently was awarded a Degree in History 
and English Literature by Trinity College, Dublin. 
He lives with his family in Co. Dublin.

Pat could hardly believe that it was a wasp; 
it was large and sluggish and it climbed 
steadily upwards on to the collar of the 
white, lambs-wool coat.

Spontaneously, Pat reached out to flick 
the wasp away with his left hand but, 
unfortunately, Mrs. Ryan chose that moment 
to glance over her shoulder, as if sensing 
danger. She interrupted the swing of Pat’s 
hand in full flight, taking the blow just below 
her left ear. Whether from shock, or the pain 
of the blow on her already overburdened 
ear, she let out a sharp scream. As a result, 
many questioning eyes were turned in 
her direction, while Mrs Ryan’s eyes were 
fixed firmly on the Garda standing directly 
behind her. Pat saw Mrs Ryan’s face: it had 
Complaints Act written all over it.

It was no surprise to Pat when the 
Sergeant called him into the office next 
morning and told him that Mrs. Ryan had 
lodged a formal complaint of assault and 
that she was insisting on it going to the 
Complaints Board, for she had threatened as 
much after Mass the day before. ‘Whoever 
heard of a wasp in winter,’ she had retorted 
after listening to Pat’s explanation and 
apology.  

Pat knew that he was in trouble, for he 
had no witness to what happened.  Though 
he had gone back into the church after the 
crowd had left, he failed to locate the wasp.  
He concluded that it had probably flown 

off again or was trampled underfoot as the 
congregation left. He knew that not even the 
FBI could trace this culprit.

He didn’t sleep much in the weeks 
that followed. He was interviewed by the 
Superintendent who did little to disguise his 
disbelief of Pat’s story. ‘He’ll need a miracle 
or a witness’ was what the Sergeant quoted 
him as saying, but all Pat could do was to put 
it down in his statement. Even the solicitor 
that the Representative Body got for him, 
didn’t hold out much hope. The likelihood 
was that he would be charged with assault, 
and there was a hint that he might be also 
sued for damages.

His wife, Mary, didn’t seem to appreciate 
the dangers involved. First, she adopted an 
attitude that Pat was making a mountain out 
of a mole-hill. ‘The Complaints Board and the 
Superintendent will accept your story when 
they check into it,’ she said. ‘They know that 
a man with your service and good record, 
wouldn’t do what Mrs Ryan is alleging.  
They’ll see through to the truth alright,’ but 
Pat knew differently.

Pat was on late patrol on Christmas Eve, as 
observer in the patrol car. Things were quite 
enough, with most people making their 
way to midnight Mass. Mary always went 
to midnight Mass, but Pat was unable to 
accompany her this year. Instead, he would 
go with the children on Christmas morning.

Around midnight, they got a call from 
Control to go to the Church where a drunk 
was interrupting Mass. Pat went in and got 
a gracious smile from Mrs. Farrell, who had 
apparently tried to drown out the voice of 
the drunk, with a heavy hand on the organ. 
She always came back to play the organ at 
St. Patrick’s on Christmas night.

Pat escorted the drunk man from the 
Church and left him in the company of a 
neighbour who promised to see him safely 
home and he was about to get back in 
the patrol car when he had a moment of 
inspiration. He asked the patrol-car driver to 
hold on for a few minutes, until Mass had 
ended, as he wanted to see somebody.

Mrs. Farrell was among the last people to 
leave the Church and she came directly up 
to Pat, saying ‘Guard Kelly, I want to thank 
you for taking that offensive man out, as he 
was making it very difficult in there. By the 
way,’ she added, ‘where did that wasp come 
from that landed on Mrs Ryan’s coat?  I never 
expected to see a wasp in winter.’

Church Organ (Courtesy of Whitefriar St Parish, Dublin)
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ID wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New Pro
ducts 

Availa
ble

Centenary Lapel Pin

‘Centenary Issue of Siochain’ €5         Quantity:            €Total:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                                                             OVERALL TOTAL: 

Summer 
Centenary 

Issue

Securing 
the Irish 

State

✃

92     SÍOCHÁIN Autumn 2022



WELFARE STRATEGY 
SUPPORTS NEEDS OF 

GSRMA MEMBERS

APPLICATION FORM

SÍOCHÁIN Autumn 2022   93

APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION

I,....................................................................             of (address).............................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.  

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch.
I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder.
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin.
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional).

(a) Rank: .......................................................        Reg. No: ...................................................................

(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):...............................................

(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….…….

(d) Telephone Number: .................................          Mobile Tel No:.............................................................................

(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..…………………… 

Signed: ..........................................................                  Date: ............................................................................................

How have you decided to join GSRMA?
o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course
o Request from Local Branch
o Síocháin Magazine
o Our Website
o Others: 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM

Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION

To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 

the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 

organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 

remittance to the organisation con cerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 

that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.

Signature:..........................................................               BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................          Date: .................................................................   

Pension Personnel No: .........................................

Organisation Code:         5176                                N= NEW    C= CHANGE     S= STOP   

Garda Registered No:       _    _   _   _   _   _

Amount per Pay Period:   €600    

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8

Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website www.gardaretired.com
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Only Area. You must register online to gain access to the Members’ Area.  
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION  
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES

The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity was achieved 
in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present title.
The objectives of the Association are

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members;
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, Garda Welfare 
Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
(a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations).
(b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 

 •  Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com).
 •  Access to & assistance from GSRMA Tax Advisor – First Consultation FREE.
 •  Access to & assistance from GSRMA Social Welfare Advisor – First Consultation FREE.
 •  Access to Association members’ deals nationwide.    
 •  Access to GSRMA Trips nationwide and abroad – Special rates for members.  
 •  Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members.
 •  GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws 
 •  Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws.
 •  Web Users Draw each quarter.
 •  Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times.
 •  Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events
 •  Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level
 •  Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members 
 •  Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products 
 •  Support and information to members and their families following bereavement.

WHO MAY JOIN:
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions.
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee. 

CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS:

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street
Dublin 8       
Tel:     (01) 4781525
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com
Website: www.gardaretired.com  



Gerry’s 31-year career with An Garda 
Síochána began in 1975 when he was posted 
to Kilrush, Co. Clare. A few months later, he was 
transferred to neighbouring Labasheeda where 
he spent the next three years. In September, 
1978, he joined the newly formed Garda Traffic 
Corps which was based in Ennis. In the early 
90’s, he was appointed Garda Crime Prevention 
Officer for the Clare Division and continued in 
this position until his retirement.

After taking early retirement, in March 2006, 
Gerry set up a very successful security training 
business, which he ran for quite a few years 
with his wife Josephine.

Gerry had a wonderful ability in bringing 
out the best in people. He was extremely kind 
with a great sense of humour. He loved people 
and enjoyed working as a ‘Meet and Greet’ 
Ambassador at the beautiful Dromoland Castle.

Born to Jack and Margaret Barry, he grew 
up in the beautiful village of Glengarriff in Co. 
Cork. The youngest of four boys, Gerry was 
proud to follow his eldest brother Seán who 
was also a member of the force and based in 
Waterford City.

He loved living by the sea and as a teenager, 
Gerry spent most of his summer holidays on his 
boat bringing tourists to and from the beautiful 
Garnish Island. On one occasion, he brought a 
honeymoon couple out on his boat. A few short 

years later, their paths crossed again when he 
arrived as a young Garda to Kilrush, only to be 
recognised by that very same gentleman who 
turned out to be his new colleague.

In 1980 Gerry married Josephine and they 
were blessed with four children, two girls and 
two boys. He was a real family man who was 
very proud of his children and grandchildren. 
He loved spending time outdoors tending 
to his much-loved garden and keeping it 
(in his own words) “tastefully decorated and 
beautifully manicured”.

Gerry passed away peacefully at home on 11 
June 2021. He is sadly missed by his loving wife 
Josephine, his children, Louise, Ciara, Andrew 
and Damien and his adored grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by his parents Jack and 
Margaret, his brothers Seán and Michael and is 
survived by his brother Kevin.

Josephine and family, wish to express 
heartfelt gratitude to An Garda Síochána, 
both active and retired members for their 
tremendous help at the time of Gerry’s passing. 
The Garda escort and guard of honour for 
Gerry were extremely appreciated. A special 
thanks to his former colleagues who remained 
his close friends and to the medical staff who 
cared for Gerry during his illness.
                              
                                    May his gentle soul Rest in Peace.

FRANCIS (FRANK) 
LOHAN
Oatfield, Cappataggle,
Ballinasloe, Galway.

Birthplace:  
Oatfield, Cappataggle

Rank:  Garda

Reg. No. 16033D

Date of Death:  
19 January 2022

Born in Galway in 1945, Frank went on to 
join and become a proud member of An 
Garda Síochána. At 19 years of age, he was 
a recruit in the December 1964 Class at the 
newly opened Templemore Garda Training 
Centre. His first station was Kilkenny and it 
was there he met his wife, Marcella. Later 
Frank served in Mooncoin, Ring, Dungarvan, 
Portumna and finally, Loughrea, Co. Galway. 

Frank retired from An Garda Síochána on 
30 June 1996. His family were proud and 
delighted that same month to continued his 
connection with An Garda Síochána through 
his daughter now Inspector Georgina Lohan 
(Galway Division). So too, through his son-in-
law, Sergeant Joe Dunleavy (Galway Division). 

Frank enjoyed a healthy retirement of over 
25 years which he spent outdoors on his 
farm. His love of farming and country life was 
well known to all around him. He was known 
as a true gentleman with time for everyone. 

Frank is so sadly missed by his loving wife, 

Marcella; children, Yvonne, Finola, Georgina, 
Andrew and Maria; sons-in-law: Simon, 
Robert, Joe, Steen and Rafael, grandchildren 
and his extended family.  

The Lohan family would like to express 
sincere thanks to the serving and retired 
members of An Garda Síochána who 
attended Frank’s funeral in such large 
numbers, all those who sent kind and 
heart-felt messages of sympathy, those who 
thought about us and all who took part in 
such a lovely Guard of Honour in the village 
of Aughrim, Co. Galway. Frank would be so 
proud and honoured. 

                    May he Rest in Peace.

GERARD (GERRY) 
BARRY
Ennis, Co. Clare

Birthplace:  
Glengarriff, Co. Cork

Rank: Garda Sergeant

Reg. No. 20030A

Date of Death:  
11 June 2021

Fe de errata Spring 2022 issue, Page 121, Obituary for Gerard Durkan. His birthplace should have read as Killala, Co. Mayo.
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John joined An Garda Síochána in 
November 1953 and on completion of his 
training at the Garda Depot, Phoenix Park, 
Dublin was allocated to William Street Garda 
Station, Limerick City. Subsequently he was 
transferred to Kilfinane, Co. Limerick. Later 
again he returned to Limerick City where 
he served at: John Street; Edward Street 
and O’Curry Street Stations.  The latter three 
stations are all now defunct. 

In 1955, John met and married Mary 
O’Halloran, a local Limerick lady. The couple 
had a family of five children – Mary, Gerard, 
Kenneth, Liam and Mark. Sons: Liam and 
Kenneth followed in their father’s footsteps 
and joined An Garda Síochána. Sadly, Kenneth 
while stationed at Pearse Street, Dublin 
in 1980 lost his life in a car accident. Liam 
retired recently from Waterford Garda Station. 
Daughter Mary and son: Gerard predeceased 
as infants.

In 1968 John was promoted Garda 
Sergeant and appointed as Sergeant-in-
charge of Killeagh, Co. Cork. He enjoyed life 
in East Cork and spent the last six years of his 
Garda service as “Sergeant i/c” of Midleton 
Garda District HQ. 

His wife Mary predeceased him in 2012.  
John was a great devotee of Saint Padre Pio. 
His Catholic faith was most important to him.

The Fitzpatrick family extend sincere thanks 
to serving and retired Gardaí who attended 
their father’s funeral.  Deep appreciation to all 
those who sent messages of sympathy.

        May he Rest in Peace in the arms of the Lord

JOHN C. FITZPATRICK
Lissacrue,
Killeagh, Co. Cork

Birthplace: 
Ballygormel, Timahoe, 
Laois

Rank: Garda Sergeant

Reg. No.: 10599F

Date of Death:  
13 December 2021

Michael (Mick/Mike) Duffy was born in 
1938, the fourth child in a family of eight 
children to parents Marcella and John. He 
grew up and went to school in Roscommon 
and in 1958 he joined An Garda Síochána. 

As a young Garda, he served in Clones, Dun 
Laoghaire and Woodford, Co. Galway. Moving 
on to Keshcarrigan in 1967 and subsequently 
to Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, where he 
served for many years as a Sergeant. When 
promoted to Inspector in 1979 he moved 
to Harcourt Terrace, Dublin and then to 
Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal. He was appointed 
as Superintendent in 1991 for the South 
Donegal region where he served until his 
retirement in 1998.

Michael was one of five Duffy brothers 
to serve with An Garda Siochana. His older 
brother Tom was based in Nenagh, Gerry 
was based in Kilmainham, Gabriel served in 
Roscommon while Dominic served in Co. 
Longford.

Michael was a dedicated family man, 
was pre-deceased by his beloved daughter 
Colette and leaves behind his loving wife 

Maeve and their seven children:  Breege, Joe, 
Maeve, Aileen, Ollie, Laura and Rachel.

Upon retirement in 1998, Michael 
devoted his time to his ever-growing family, 
culminating in 19 grandchildren, whom he 
adored. He had a great involvement in the 
community and local parish activities. He 
spent many years volunteering with the 
Samaritans, Victim Support and St Vincent 
de Paul Society. He was fortunate to enjoy 
a long retirement lasting 23 years pursuing 
his interests in gardening, walking, playing 
golf and bridge and holidaying in the Canary 
Islands.

He was also a man of deep faith and a 
regular pilgrim to Medjugorje and Lough 
Derg. He passed away peacefully at home 
surrounded by his family. The Duffy family 
would like to thank the retired Gardaí who 
formed a Guard of Honour as Michael made 
his journey to his final resting place at St. 
Ninnidh’s Cemetery, Bundoran, Co. Donegal.

                             May Michael Rest in Eternal Peace.

MICHAEL (MICK) 
DUFFY
West End, Bundoran,
Co. Donegal

Birthplace: 
Strokestown, 
Roscommon.

Rank: Superintendent

Reg. No. 13734M.

Date of Death: 
17 February 2022
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Padraig Lydon was born in April 1931  
and grew up on the family farm near 
Headford, developing a strong work ethic 
that served him well throughout his life. He 
had three sisters and one brother.

Padraig joined An Garda Síochána on 
13 November 1958. On completion of his 
training in the Garda Depot Phoenix Park 
Dublin, he was allocated to Ballyconnell, 
Co Cavan. He fondly remembered those 
early days in Ballyconnell particularly the 
camaraderie with colleagues and afterwards 
he enjoyed many return visits to the town in 
subsequent years.

In 1964, he was transferred to 
Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan where he spent 
14 years. He was transferred to Kells, Co. 
Meath in 1978 where he served until, 
he retired in 1988. Padraig was blessed 
with a gentle temperament and a helpful 
generous personality. He was a diligent 
dedicated Garda and earned the respect and 
appreciation of both his colleagues and the 
communities he served. 

Padraig was immensely proud that  
two of his nieces followed in his  
footsteps and joined An Garda Síochána: 
Helena Hastings, a serving Garda Sergeant 
and her sister, Garda Brenda Burke. Padraig 
was honoured to attend both their  
passing out graduation ceremonies in the 

Garda College, Templemore.
He loved gardening and took great pride in 

nurturing his wide array of vegetables. There 
was never any shortage of fresh vegetables in 
our kitchen. He enjoyed working in his flower 
garden and his roses were admired by his 
neighbours and all who passed the way.

Padraig was a man of great faith. The 
practise of his religion was very important 
to him. He was a devoted family man, a 
wonderful companion to Kay and a loving 
father to his daughters: Mairead and 
Dervilla, and sons: Martin, David and Enda. 
His seventeen grandchildren brought him 
endless hours of joy. 

Padraig passed away peacefully surrounded 
by his loving family. He is dearly missed and 
very fondly remembered by his wife, family 
and many friends who describe him best as a 
true gentleman. 

Kay and family wish to express their sincere 
appreciation for the many condolence 
messages, Mass cards and letters of sympathy. 
They also wish to acknowledge with 
gratitude the Guard of Honour organised by 
his colleagues past and present at his funeral.

We will miss you Padraig but fond 
memories will remain forever in the hearts of 
those you touched.

                       May your gentle soul Rest in Peace.

MICHAEL JOSEPH 
(MICK) LEE
Glenveagh, Stragelliffe,
Cavan

Birthplace:  
Carrickeeney, 
Manorhamilton,  
Co. Leitrim

Rank:  Superintendent

Reg. No. 11097C

Date of Death:  
19 May 2022

Mick joined An Garda Síochána in 
November 1954. After passing out at the 
Garda Depot, Phoenix Park he served first 
in Middleton. Co. Cork and subsequently in 
Falcarragh, Clonmany (as Sergeant) and in 
Cavan Town in 1966. 

On promotion to Inspector (1977), he 
served in the Bridewell (DMA) and Monaghan 
(1979) before he returned to Cavan in 1984. 
Following his promotion to Superintendent 
in 1985, he was transferred to Carrickmacross, 
Co. Monaghan where he was stationed until 
his return to Cavan Town in 1986. He retired 
from the Force as Garda District Officer, Cavan 
in February 1993.

Mick met his beloved Rose in Barry’s Hotel, 
Dublin during his recruit training in the 
Phoenix Park Depot. They married and reared 
six children: Rosaleen, Michael, Noel, John, 
Caitríona and Deirdre. 

Mick grew up on his family farm in 
Carrickeeney near Manorhamilton where he 
developed a strong work ethic that served 
him well in all aspects of his life. Mick was 
known to his colleagues as a person of 
strong principles who led by example. He 

was confident in his decision making and 
could always be depended on for advice and 
leadership.

He was awarded a National Bravery Award 
(Silver) in Farmleigh House in November 
2021 and a Liddy Medal Award for bravery in 
December 2021. These were for his rescue of 
a young girl and her mother who had fallen 
down a steep cliff to the sea near Leenan Fort, 
Co. Donegal in July 1964. He was lowered 
down by rope and helped get the mother 
onto a nearby boat. He was then pulled back 
up the cliff holding the injured young girl, 
who was hysterical and refused to be put on 
the boat, in one arm and using his legs to 
protect her from the sharp rocks.

Mick was a devoted family man who could 
always be relied upon for advice and support. 
Before his lengthy illness he was never ‘old.’ 
His strength of body and mind never waned.

Mick will always be remembered as a 
great husband, father, grandfather, great 
grandfather, brother, uncle, neighbour and 
friend. 

                                         One of life’s true gentlemen.

PATRICK JOSEPH 
(PADRAIG) LYDON
Kilmainham, Kells,
Co. Meath

Birthplace:  
Slieveroe, Headford, Co. 
Galway

Rank: Garda 

Reg. No. 13694H

Date of Death:  
7 December 2021
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Peter was born and reared in Brackroon, 
Carracastle where his parents, Denis and 
Mary were the local primary school teachers. 
After leaving the national school, he went 
as a boarder to the Franciscan College at 
Gormanstown, County Meath. 

In 1967, he joined An Garda Síochána 
and during his training in Templemore 
suffered a broken arm which resulted in an 
initial transfer to the Depot Hospital and 
attachment to the Defence Unit in Garda 
Headquarters. 

After making a full recovery, Peter 
was transferred to the Garda Divisional 
Headquarters Station in Monaghan town. 
There, along with the other ‘single’ members, 
he ‘boarded ‘in the station for two years. Many 
a good story is told about the camaraderie 
and friendship enjoyed by those of that 
generation.  

In 1970, he married a local girl Della 
Skinnader, Emyvale. They enjoyed 52 happy 
years together in Monaghan town. Peter 
and Della reared five children – Finola, Denis, 
Caroline, Emma and Julie. He is also survived 
by grand-daughter Alannah and brothers: 
Tom, Fran and Gerard

With the outbreak of the Northern troubles 
in 1969, policing in Ireland changed utterly 
and County Monaghan was no exception. 
The Gardaí was now at the forefront in 
protecting the State. Peter was centrally 
involved in many serious criminal

investigations as an investigator, scenes of 
crime examiner and exhibits officer. 

After promotion to Sergeant, he served for 
a short time in Ballyconnell and Clones. In 
1986, he was appointed to the difficult and 
challenging role of Detective Sergeant. This 
was at a time when Loyalist paramilitaries and 
others had upped their protests against the 
Anglo-Irish Treaty. 

Part of their illegal activity included to 
what is now often referred to as the loyalist 

invasion of Clontibret village. This occurred on 
the night of 7 August 1986 when a uniform 
Garda colleague responding to the incident 
was seriously injured. The local Garda Station, 
patrol car and adjoining property were also 
damaged. 

The intervention of Peter and his armed 
colleagues resulted in the arrest of Peter 
Robinson, a senior DUP politician. Robinson 
was subsequently convicted for his role in this 
affray.  Following the cease-fire in 1994 and 
a return to near normality in policing, Peter 
took charge of the divisional drug unit.  

On retirement he took up part-time 
employment with a local company which 
he enjoyed very much. Outside football, 
Peter was a keen golfer and for many years 
had been an active committee member at 
Rossmore Golf Club, Monaghan. He was Club 
Secretary when it was upgraded to an 18-
hole golf course. 

Peter was an extremely keen supporter of 
Mayo GAA teams and enjoyed the banter 
with Mayo supporters and other from near 
and far. Being interested and close to nature 
he loved to garden and watch wildlife. In later 
years, he kept hens and canaries and spent 
a great deal of his time looking after them. 
He was a very keen traveller. loved to go on 
holidays to Spain with the family and enjoyed 
socialising, having a drink with friends and 
listening to music.

Sadly, Peter aged 76 died unexpectedly. His 
contribution to the Garda Síochána and to his 
local community was duly recognised by the 
very large attendance at his funeral. GSRMA 
members’ and serving Gardai formed a Guard 
of Honour at his funeral.

Della and the Hunt family take the 
opportunity to express their thanks and 
gratitude to the members of the GSRMA 
branch locally for their support and help at a 
difficult time.

                                                  May he Rest in Peace.

PETER HUNT
Glenview Drive, 
Monaghan

Birthplace: 
Brackroon, Carracastle, 
Co. Mayo

Rank:  
Detective Garda 
Sergeant

Reg. No.: 16723A

Date of Death:  
6 February 2022
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Tom was born in 1940, the youngest of six 
children in Belmullet, Co. Mayo and during his 
early school years the family relocated to Co. 
Meath, where he completed his secondary 
education. 

Having spent some time in England, he 
returned home and applied to join An Garda 
Síochána. After completing his training, he 
was posted to Belturbet, Co. Cavan where he 
remained until 1962, when he moved to the 
Division of Carlow/Kilkenny serving in Kilkenny 
city and county.

His final posting was Garda Headquarters, 
where he remained until his retirement in 
1997. During his service, Tom had the privilege 
of being on security detail for the visit of the 
late President John F. Kennedy to his ancestral 
home in Dunganstown, Co. Wexford. 

He was likewise on duty for the Papal visit of 
His Holiness the then Pope now Saint John Paul 
II in the Phoenix Park. Tom being a man of deep 
Faith this event was of particular significance to 
him. He was extremely proud of his service in 
An Garda Síochána and was a loyal colleague to 
all whom he served with. Tom had a facility for 
quick wit and enjoyed good music. 

He was a proud Mayo man and an avid GAA 
supporter. He attended many matches and 
when it was not possible to do so he always 
watched them on TV. He often recalled their 
win in the All-Ireland of 1951 and while he 
never saw them achieve such success again, he 

remained a loyal supporter.
Tom married Mary Prior in February 1978 in 

Rome. They settled in Castleknock where they 
raised their six children Shane, Elaine, Noreen, 
Michelle, Maeve and Sinead.

He was above all a dedicated family man 
and extremely proud of all his children and 
grandchildren. He had a great love of language 
both English and Irish. He loved the challenge 
of doing the crossword. He also had a love of 
Irish History and Music both traditional and 
Country and Western. He enjoyed many a game 
of 25 with his wife Mary and others.

Tom passed away surrounded by his family 
in the peaceful setting of St. Francis Hospice 
after a long battle with cancer. He was many 
things to many people as a husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle, granduncle - but 
one word that ran through the many messages 
of sympathy was that Tom was a gentleman.

Mary and the family wish to thank all 
members both serving and retired who would 
have loved to attend Tom’s funeral but due to 
circumstances prevailing at that time it was 
not possible. To all who expressed messages of 
condolences and those who sent letters and 
Mass cards we express our sincere gratitude.

In particular, the family wish to thank the 
Gardaí who arranged and participated in the 
escort given to Tom on his final journey.

                                   Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.

THOMAS (TOM) HEALY
Castleknock, Dublin 15

Birthplace:  
Belmullet, Co. Mayo

Rank: Garda

Reg. No. 14557B

Date of Death:  
21 March 2021

Richie Galvin was born in 1957 and was the 
second eldest of three children. In his youth, 
Richie went to St Kieran’s College in Kilkenny 
where he won a Leinster College’s Junior hurling 
medal in the 1972. 

He joined An Garda Síochána in September 
1977 and following his passing out parade in 
Templemore Garda College he was allocated to 
Hackballscross Garda Station, Co. Louth. Richie 
married Barbara Harding on 9 September 1978.

Subsequent to Hackballscross, Richie served 
with distinction in Rathdrum Garda Station, 
Co. Wicklow from March 1981 until he retired 
in February 2012. He served overseas with 
the United Nations Mission in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in 1998 as part of the policing 
mission, completing a 12-month tour of duty. 
He also temporarily served in Emyvale, Co. 
Monaghan during the Foot and Mouth crisis in 
2001.

Richie served in the GRA as a local 
representative and assisted many members. He 
was also a member of other groups that assisted 
members of An Garda Síochána.

Richie was a passionate hurling fan and 
attended many matches, particularly for his 

beloved Kilkenny. He trained the Rathdrum GAA 
Hurling Club and Avondale GAA over the years 
at multiple levels. 

Richie also loved animals and his beloved 
springer spaniel ‘Cody’ was a great companion 
over the years and up to his passing away. Richie 
also was a keen hiker and swimmer, enjoying 
the Wicklow countryside.

Richie died peacefully after a long illness in 
his 63rd year surrounded by his wife Barbara, his 
dog ‘Cody’ and family. Many people travelled 
long distances to pay their condolences at 
Richie’s removal and funeral, for which Barbara 
is extremely thankful, particularly during the 
Covid-19 pandemic response. The escort 
provided by An Garda Síochána for the funeral 
meant so much to his family.

Barbara and the Galvin family wish to express 
sincere thanks to serving and retired members 
of An Garda Síochána who attended the funeral 
and sent condolences, sympathy letters and 
cards. 

Richie will be greatly missed by all those that 
knew him and will live forever in our memories.  

                              Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

RICHARD (RICHIE) 
GALVIN
Station Road, 
Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow

Birthplace: 
Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny

Rank: Garda

Reg. No. 20775F

Date of Death: 
6 July 2021
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Phelim was born in 1942 and always 
proud of the lovely village of Gortnahoe 
in Co. Tipperary where his father was the 
local Garda in the early 1940s. In 1964, he 
joined An Garda Síochána and completed 
his training at the Garda Training Centre, 
Templemore. After his passing-out parade 
he initially served in Ennistymon, Co. Clare. 
Indeed, most of Phelim’s career was in the 
Clare Division with temporary transfer on 
Border duty and Galway Division. 

He came to Killaloe in the early 1970s, 
meeting his future wife Marie in 1971. A quick 
courtship led to marriage in 1972 followed 
by the building of their forever home in 1974 
at Drumbane, Ballina, Co. Tipperary. Living In 
Tipperary was of vital importance to a true-
blue Tipperary man.

Promotion to Sergeant in 1986 led to a 
short sojourn in Doonbeg and West Clare, 
returning to Killaloe later that year, he served 
out the rest of his career very happily. He had 
many friends in the Force especially in Killaloe 
as was evidenced by the wonderful turn out 

at his funeral of colleagues past and present.

Phelim was a devoted husband to Marie 
and loving dad to Ciara and Eimear. He 
adored his grandchildren, Mia, Ellie, Phelim 
Óg, the Tipperary contingent, and he was 
so proud of their promise on the hurling 
pitch, also his Galway girl Aoibhínn and the 
youngest lad Senán, a lovable rogue.

He is sorely missed by his wife Marie, 
daughters Ciara and Eimear, grandchildren 
Mia, Ellie, Phelim Og, Aoibhinn and Senán, 
sons-in-law: David Hennelly and Patrick 
Kiernan, brothers, sisters, brothers-in-law, 
sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, family 
and many friends. His late father, Phelim 
McManamon (retired from Athlone) was a 
member of An Garda Síochána as was his 
brother John, who survives him.

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed, still very dear.

              Rest In Peace Phelim.

PHELIM MCMANAMON
Drumbane, Ballina,
Co. Tipperary

Birthplace: 
Gortnahoe, Thurles,  
Co. Tipperary

Rank: Sergeant

Reg. No.: 15927A

Date of Death:  
15 September 2021

Eamonn was the eldest of six children 
born to Mary and Patrick McDonagh who 
farmed the land not far from Ballintubber 
Abbey in Co. Mayo. He went to the national 
school in Clogher and afterwards to Castlebar 
Secondary School.

Eamonn often spoke about the day he 
took the train from Castlebar to travel to the 
Phoenix Park Depot to train as a Garda.  After 
his passing-out parade he was allocated as a 
recruit Garda to Redhills, Co. Cavan. Around 
1956, he was transferred to Edward Street, 
Limerick City. 

In September 1960 he married Limerick 
lady Mary Russell. The couple reared a family 
of four – Caroline, Michael, Elaine and Clare. 
He later transferred to William Street Station 
and to Henry Street Station from where he 
retired in 1993.

Eamonn and Mary were life members of 
the Pioneer’s Total Abstinence Association.  
He was a founding member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church Senior Choir and gave 40 
years loyal service to it.  After retiring from the 
Force in 1993, Eamon served for 15 years as 
caretaker to Jesuit Order Church in O’ Connell 
Avenue, Limerick. His voluntary service to the 
Catholic Church was acknowledged when 
he was awarded the Benemerenti Medal 

in October 2013. It was a proud day for the 
McDonagh family.

In his spare time, Eamon enjoyed doing 
gardening and DIY jobs for members of his 
family. Just six months before his death, he 
appreciated his son Michael taking him for 
a day trip to Redhills, Co. Cavan so he could 
walk the walk and see where he was based as 
a recruit Garda all those years ago.

The McDonagh family wish to thank 
serving and retired Gardai for their support at 
the time of Eamonn’s funeral.

                                                        May he Rest in Peace.

EAMONN MCDONAGH
College Park,
Corbally, Limerick

Birthplace: 
Carramore, Clogher, 
Claremorris, Co. Mayo

Rank: Garda 

Reg. No. 12957G

Date of Death: 
9 March 2021
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BEN O’SULLIVAN
Corbally, Limerick

Birthplace:  
Lisgriffin, Co. Cork

Rank:  Detective Garda

Reg. No. 15636A

Date of Death:  
25 February 2022.

Ben was born on 7 February 1944 in 
Lisgriffin, Co. Cork. He was the second 
eldest son of eight boys and three girls born 
to farmers John and Ellen O’Sullivan. He 
attended the local and secondary school 
in Buttevant, Co. Cork. On completing his 
education, he worked on the family farm until 
he joined An Garda Síochána on 6 May 1964. 

On 7 September 1968, Ben married 
Anne Hanley of Kilcornan, Co. Limerick. 
They had four children, John, Marianne, 
Evelyn and Aoife and later in life five adored 
grandchildren. Ben loved sport, in particular 
rowing and he was an active member of St. 
Michael’s Rowing Club, and also loved the 
‘tug of war’, which he coached and refereed 
extensively. Ben maintained his love of 
farming, animals and nature throughout his 
life.

Ben retired from An Garda Síochána on 6 
February 2001. His first posting was to William 
Street where he remained until it closed and 
relocated to the new Henry Street Station. 
During his time here, he became a very close 
friend of the late Jerry McCabe. They were 
both appointed detectives in 1972. 

For Ben and Jerry, life was to change 
drastically on that fateful day of 7 June 1996. 
As their escort rolled to a stop on Main Street, 
Adare, their car was hit from behind by a jeep 
and they were instantly subjected to a horrific 
attack by four IRA men using AK47 weapons. 

Jerry McCabe was killed instantly and 
Ben was left in a critical condition, his body 
racked by 11 high velocity bullets. Ben was 
rushed by ambulance to UHL where his 
condition was stabilised, He was then moved 
to Croom Orthopaedic Hospital and then by 
helicopter to Belfast City Hospital which was 
very experienced in dealing with gunshot 
wounds. 

Anne O’Sullivan thanks everyone who 
supported her family during the traumatic 
ordeal of Adare and its aftermath as they 
struggled with the enormity of what had 
happened to both families. The medical and 
surgical expertise Ben received enabled him 
to begin on the road towards recovery.  

Ben was a most unassuming and good-
humoured man. However, he took his duties 
as a Garda very seriously and often acted 

as a mentor to younger members, offering 
them advice. Ben was the recipient of two 
Gold Scott Medals for Bravery. The first was 
presented in March 1994 for disarming a man 
who was wielding a loaded shotgun on Hyde 
Avenue, Limerick. 

The second was presented on 6 July 2000 
to both Ben and Jerry (Posthumously). On 
28 June 2018, Limerick City and County 
Council conferred the Honorary Freedom 
of Limerick on both members with Jerry’s 
widow Ann accepting the honour on behalf 
of her husband. This was an honour Ben was 
immensely proud to receive.

On 28 February 2022, the nation, An Garda 
Síochána, serving and retired members 
joined with Anne O’Sullivan and her family 
to bid farewell to Ben, who passed away at 
Milford Hospice, Castletroy following a short 
illness. The packed congregation in St. Mary’s 
Church was attended by the Aides-de-Camp 
of both the President Michael D. Higgins and 
An Taoiseach Micheál Martin. 

Commissioner Drew Harris was represented 
by Deputy Commissioner Ann-Marie 
McMahon and Assistant Commissioner 
Michael Finn. Limerick Garda Division was 
represented by Chief Superintendent Gerard 
Roche. Ann McCabe was also in attendance. 
The GSRMA was represented by President 
Matt Givens and Central Committee member 
Michael O’Riordan, while GRA President, 
Frank Thornton represented his members. 
Local public representatives were also in 
attendance. 

The O’Sullivan family wish to thank the 
celebrants of Ben’s funeral mass, Fr. Noel 
Kirwan, Fr. Donal McNamara, Garda Chaplin 
Fr. Joe Kennedy, Fr. Derek Leonard and Fr. 
Sean Harmon. A special word of thanks to 
the Garda Band for honours rendered during 
the mass and at the graveside in Kilcornan 
Cemetery, and to the serving and retired 
members who performed a Guard of Honour 
outside the Church and outside Henry Street 
Station. 

The family is forever grateful to all those who 
sympathised, sent Mass Cards, messages of 
condolences and to neighbours and friends 
who supported them as Ben was laid to rest.  

                           Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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MOTORCYCLE SQUAD IN GARDA HQ 
Courtesy of GSRMA House

Archive 
Snapshots

BALLINASLOE DECEMBER 1999
Standing (l-r): Sgt Moynihan, Supt Gunter, Sgt Duggan, Sgt McHugh.  
Seated (l-r): Sergeants McLoughlin and Gaffney. Courtesy Pat McLoughlin.

SERGEANT JAMES PATRICK TRAYNOR WHO SERVED 
IN ‘A’ AND ‘C’ DISTRICTS
Courtesy of Neil Traynor, grandson

OUTBREAK OF FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE (1967)
Pictured outside the Bridewell (Dublin) in December 1967 before 34 
Gardaí were transported to Donegal for border patrols during the 
outbreak of Foot & Mouth Disease.
Front Row: Con Hayes, ____, Christy McKiernan, Pat Cotter, John Healy, 
Eogene O’ Hara, ____, Jim Clinton, Garda McGarry, _____, Michael Hoey, 
Mick Burke. Back Row: Pat Mularkey, John Muldoon, Kevin Tunney, Garda 
Hyland, ______, Bosco Muldoon, Jerry Flanagan, Pat McDaid, Tom Collins, 
Tim Mansell, ______, Harry Murphy, ____, Oliver Beirne, John Hunt, 
_____, P.J. O’ Connor, _____, ____, Danny Molloy, ___. 
Courtesy of Gerry Flanagan, GSRMA Navan

ELECTION DUTY IN GALWAY 1977
Gardaí Jim Cannon and Michael O’Shaughnessy. Courtesy of Michael 
O’Shaughnessy, GSRMA Galway City
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PASSING-OUT PARADE ON 16 JANUARY 1959
Courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda

FITZGIBBON ST DDU
Pictured (l to r): Noel Vizzard, Paddy O’Sullivan, John (Sean) Gallagher, John McKeown, Mick Considine, Mick 
Forde, Unknown, Jim Mc Hugh. 
Courtesy of Pat O’Sullivan

CLASS 8 – 20 JULY 1977 (45TH 
ANNIVERSARY 20 JULY 2022)
Front: Con O’Halloran, Donie Hegarty, Paul 
Farrelly, PD Instructor Jim Prendergast, 
Camillus Fitzpatrick, Denis Gaffney, Ted 
Ryan.
Middle: Gerry Hughes, John Molloy, 
Seamus Kelly, Pat O’Sullivan, Ray O’Leary, 
Mick Burke, John Rafter, Donal Lavelle. 
Back: Gerry Kelly, John Evans, Colm O’Briain, 
Mick Lernihan, William Swayne, Tom O’Daly, 
Pat Dunne, Philip Fay, Fiachra McGrath.
Courtesy of Con O’Halloran, GSRMA Dublin 
North

PATRICK O’SULLIVAN [09727F] 
IN 1946
Courtesy of Pat O’Sullivan
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GARDA OFFICERS AT UNION QUAY, CORK CIRCA. 1952
Síocháin readers may assist with the identity of the Chief Superintendent 
on the left. The officer (right) is Superintendent Philip Chambers, a native 
of Enniskeane, Co. Cork. He joined the Civic Guard in May 1923 and served 
as Garda District Officer at Bagenalstown, (Carlow) followed by Union Quay 
(Cork City) 1941-59. Promotion took him for one year as Divisional Officer to 
Donegal. In 1960, he returned to Union Quay as Divisional Officer for Cork 
E.R. until his retirement in April 1964.
Courtesy of Peggie White (née Chambers) GSRMA Cork City

DONEGAL TOWN GARDA STATION WITH A 
CONFISCATED POITÍN STILL IN THE 1950s
Pictured (l-r): Gardaí McAllister, McMahon, Nolan, Dillon, McGettigan, 
and Sergeant Hughes. 
Courtesy of Anna Crowe (nee McMahon), daughter of Garda John McMahon

GARDA DEPOT, PHOENIX PARK ON 3 MAY 1947 
The members’ hometown/village appears beside their names [Reg. Numbers between 9754 and 9826]
Front Row: Tom Nagle, Golden; Jerry Desmond, Bandon; Dan Kenny, Blackwater; Tom Rafferty, Leitrim Village; Dan Molloy, Straide; John C O’Sullivan, 
Castletownbere; Bill Tighe, Ballymote; Eamonn Barry, Mallow.
Second Row: John Lee, Recess; Pat Clancy, Clifden; Joe Walsh, Galway; Tom Noone, Shrule; (Name not known); Inspector McCarthy (Killarney); Superintendent 
O’Shea (Cork City); Chief Superintendent O’Meara (Clare); Civilian – official of an Fainne; John McHugh, Grange; Willie J. Reynolds, Mohill; John V. O’Malley, 
Maam Cross; Tom Walshe, Leap, Cork; Paddy Keane, Crossmolina.
Third Row: Eamonn O’Boyle, Frenchpark; Hugh Reynolds, Ballinamore; John Daly, Clonakilty; Jimmie Cannon, Killybegs; Michael Cronin, Cork; Tony Faherty, 
Carna; Peter P. Smith, Cavan; Liam J. McGuire, Crossdoney, Cavan; Tom Chambers, Newport (Mayo); Michael Kelliher, Cork; Mick Farrell, Athy; John Sexton, 
Mullagh, Clare; Paddy Conroy, Roundstone; Martin Concannon, Aran Islands; Tom Patton, Convoy.
Fourth Row: Bill Leahy, Ballylanders; Jim Breslin, Killybegs; Albert McDonagh, Colloney; Con Kelly, Waterville; Martin Daly, Newport (Mayo); John McHugh, 
Dromore West; Tom Guinane, Nenagh; Tim Keane, Cork; Jim Clifford, Cork; Terry Fanning, Boyle; Kevin Tivnan, Galway; Jackie Warde, Ballinasloe; Jerry Sheehan, 
Killarney; Willie Sloyan, Knock; Mick Dooley, Birr; Con Flannery, Killaloe.
Fifth Row: Joe Geary, Ballydehob; Kevin Henry, Boyle; Mick Dowd, Dingle; Mick Fallon, Lecarrow; Michael J. Nally, Mayo Abbey; Jim Horan, Brosna; Martin 
Conway, Balla; Dick Stack, Listowel; Brendan Maher, Gorey; Desmond McNally, Roscommon; Tim O’Leary, Charleville; Walter Dowd, Castlerea; Mick Bourke, 
Ballinrobe; Charlie McCarthy, Leap; Mick Collins, Cork; Pat Lynagh, Ballinrobe.
Photo Courtesy of Mary Daly [00387L]

BRAY 
STATION IN 
THE 1970s
Dan Quill, Brendan 
O’Connor and Dave 
O’Carroll pictured 
at Bray Station in 
the1970s.
Courtesy of Dan 
Quill, GSRMA Bray
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GARDA CHOIR 1988
Courtesy of Peter O’Connor, GSRMA Dublin West

SUB-AQUA UNIT – WEDDING OF MICHAEL & RITA BARRINS IN LATE 
1960s
Pictured (l-r): Bill Scanlan, Andy Sharkey, John Drury-Brennan, Paddy Morrissey, Michael Barrins, 
Denis Motherway, Rita Barrins, Tom Knott, Frank Treacy, Neil Bracken and Charlie Byrne..
Courtesy of GSRMA House

OPENING OF LOUGHGLYNN GARDA STATION 
1979
Gardaí Frank Leonard and Pat McLoughlin.
Courtesy of Pat McLoughlin

MAY ‘C’ CLASS, 1964
Front Row: Michael Dwyer; Hugh Brennan; Michael 
Holland; Sean Gethins; Sgt. Michael Shaughnessy 
(Instructor); Sgt. P.J. Moran (Instructor); Garda Noel 
Anderson (Instructor); Michael Costello; Pat Keown; 
Jim Sheridan; Dan Maloney.
Middle Row: Eamon McGinley; John Heneghan; 
Michael Kennedy; Michael Hogan; Brendan 
Cullimore; Pat Flanagan; Pat Walsh; Pat Whelan; 
Michael Leydon; Tom Waters; Pat Fennessy. 
Back Row: Jim Allis; Michael O’Leary; Tom Delaney; 
Noel Weston; Ciaran O’Connor; Frank O’Hara; Joe 
Somers; Michael McCabe; Séan Boyle; Pat Finn.
Courtesy of Dan Quill, GSRMA Bray

Archive Snapshots
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PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION, TECHNICAL BUREAU 1990
Pictured (l to r): Vincent Flood, John Roche, Mick Reilly, Peter O’Connor & Tony Byrne
Courtesy of Peter O’Connor, GSRMA Dublin West

CORRECTIONS
1, The names for the Class of March 1969 to feature in Summer 
2020 edition:
Front Row: Pat Hartnett, Bernie Hanley, Christy McGrath, Peter 
Canavan, Michael Kileen, Tom Leen
Second Row: Donal Cullinane, Willie Keogh, Des Fay, Sergeant 
Ml McMahon, Sergeant Liam Wall, Liam Heneghan, Des Reay
Third Row: Paddy Whelan, Kieran Clancy, Arnold Mahon, Bernie 
Nash, Denis Naughton, Donal Corkery
Back Row: Joe Young, Paddy Walsh, John O’Donoghue, Denis 
Connolly, Christy Ryan, Michael Kirrane, Michael Shaughnessy
Names courtesy of Willie Keogh, GSRMA Wexford

2. Fe de errata: Date in the photograph in Spring 2022 (p. 131 of 
Archive Snapshots) of the Sergeants’ Promotion Course should 
have read 17 October 1961. (Courtesy of Clare Murphy, GSRMA 
Widow)

GARDA PAT HYNES [4097] (STANDING ON 
THE RIGHT)
Courtesy of Fred Healy, GSRMA Dun Laoghaire

RECRUITS NOVEMBER 1953
Front Row: O’Donovan, Conroy, Devaney, Kelly, Donoghue Back Row: Martin, McHugh, 
Golden, Callanan, Fallon, Guest
Courtesy of GSRMA House

BALLINASLOE FAIR OCTOBER 2009
Courtesy of Pat McLoughlin
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PRESENTATION BY ‘F’ DISTRICT OFFICERS AND GRA COMMITTEE TO DETECTIVE GARDA DICK CURRAN AND WILLIE 
DALY FOLLOWING THEIR RECOVERY IN THE WAKE OF THEIR SHOOTINGS DURING A BANK RAID IN STILLORGAN,  
CO. DUBLIN ON 30 DECEMBER 1980.
Front Row: Frank Mullen, Willie Daly, Mary Daly, Ainé Curran, Dick Curran, Brendan Lynch. Back Row: John Keaney, Eamon O’Dowd, Pat Lydon, Hugh Collins, Mick 
White, Mick Sullivan, Mick Loftus, Pat Killalea

WILLIAM STREET STATION PARTY
Courtesy of Pat Kearney, GSRMA Limerick City

Archive Snapshots

DALKEY STATION PARTY IN 1936
Courtesy of ‘Garda Review’ February 1936.
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DETECTIVE BRANCH AT UNION QUAY HQ, CORK IN 1955
Standing (l-r): Peter J. Murphy (Longford Garda Station), Brendan Casey (Mallow), Gerry Robinson (Macroom), Hugh Bracken (Clonakilty), Tom Driscoll 
(Thomastown), Ricky Croke (Depot Transport), Patrick Daly (Fitzgibbon St.), Joe McLoughlin (Kevin St.)
Seated (l-r): John Robinson (College St.), Instructors Kevin Mullen and Peter McManus (Garda Depot), Supt. W. Halloran (Traffic Officer), Instructor Eamon Boyle, 
Tom Maher and Gerard Slack (Garda Depot).
Courtesy of Peter O’Connor, GSRMA Dublin West

FORMER CASTLEBAR GSRMA 
CHAIRMAN SEAMIE LOHAN (RIP)
Courtesy of Walter Kilcullen-vis Seamie’s Memorial Card

BALLINSPITTLE/
KINSALE GARDAÍ IN 
1923
The photo, taken in Kinsale in 
December 1923, shows four 
founding members of the Civic 
Guard who helped to form 
Garda Barracks in Kinsale and 
Ballinspittle in 1922-23.
Front Row: Francis McConnell 
and Thomas Hickey [1269]
Back Row: Sergeant John 
Holmes [3464] and Garda 
Patrick Clancy [816]  
Sergeant John Holmes [3464] 
joined on 19 February 1923. 
His son, Sergeant John Holmes 
[10594] joined in 1952 and 
served as Ministerial Driver for 
many years.
Courtesy of Philomena Reidy 
(née Holmes), GSRMA Cork City, 
daughter of John Holmes.
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FBI BALLISTICS COURSE IN 2008
Courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South

Archive Snapshots

DRIVER TRAINING COURSE AT THE GARDA DEPOT, PHOENIX PARK IN SEPTEMBER 1956
Standing (l-r): Peter J. Murphy (Longford Garda Station), Brendan Casey (Mallow), Gerry Robinson (Macroom), Hugh Bracken (Clonakilty), Tom Driscoll 
(Thomastown), Ricky Croke (Depot Transport), Patrick Daly (Fitzgibbon St.), Joe McLoughlin (Kevin St.)
Seated (l-r): John Robinson (College St.), Instructors Kevin Mullen and Peter McManus (Garda Depot), Supt. W. Halloran (Traffic Officer), Instructor Eamon 
Boyle, Tom Maher and Gerard Slack (Garda Depot).
Courtesy of Clare Murphy, GSRMA Widow

CID COURSE 2003-2004
Courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South

PROMOTION 
CLASS OF 1978
Courtesy of Joe Dirwan, 
GSRMA Monaghan
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entries to ‘Autumn 2022 
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SIOCHAIN, Ocean 
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 
2, to arrive no later than 
Friday 18 November 
2022.

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!
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Congratulations to 
Michael Leydon, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24

Winner of the Spring 2022 Crossword, €200 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Spring 2022
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Across 
1 Aggressive greed. (8)
5 Leave suddenly and move elsewhere. (6)
9 Indoor footwear. (8)
10 Small carnivorous plant found in boggy places. (6)
12 Well pleased with the result, needing nothing else. (9)
13 Not found in 9 Across or other slip-ons. (5)
14 Take it really easy and do nothing. (4)
16 Small independent country totally surrounded by Republic of 
South Africa. (7)
19 Nearly demented with worry. (7)
21 Green area in a city or the P sign in an automaQc car. (4)
24 Temporary diminuQon of concentraQon, judgement or 
memory. (5)
25 Manly. (9)
27 Orders. (6)
28 Terrible slaughter. (8)
29 Substances that build up strength and make you feel beUer. 
(6)
30 ConsQtuents of plumage. (8) 

 
Down 
1 Put up a struggle. (6)
2 There’ll be Qns of them needed by an interior decorator. (6)
3 Good Hope and Horn are two of them. (5)
4 Small ant-like parasite that eats wood. (7)
6 The score that makes it all square again. (9)
7 Voluntarily give up a throne or high posiQon of authority. (8)
8 Establishment where you can ‘sell’ goods and buy them back 
later. (8)
11 A film-star who is adored or a false god. (4)
15 Real, genuine. (9)
17 Rich, well off. (8)
18 A well run and carefully planned effort, o`en undertaken by 
generals or candidates for elecQon. (8)
20 In which one is alive but just about. (4)
21 Narrow corridor in a building or, in old Qmes, a sea voyage to 
a faraway place. (7)
22 Its area is calculated by the formula πr2. (6)
23 Those who reject authority and kick against the rules. (6)
26 Not happy when the result is that the underdogs won. (5)
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Across 
1 Aggressive greed. (8)
5 Leave suddenly and move elsewhere. (6)
9 Indoor footwear. (8)
10 Small carnivorous plant found in boggy places. (6)
12 Well pleased with the result, needing nothing else. (9)
13 Not found in 9 Across or other slip-ons. (5)
14 Take it really easy and do nothing. (4)
16 Small independent country totally surrounded by Republic of 
South Africa. (7)
19 Nearly demented with worry. (7)
21 Green area in a city or the P sign in an automaQc car. (4)
24 Temporary diminuQon of concentraQon, judgement or 
memory. (5)
25 Manly. (9)
27 Orders. (6)
28 Terrible slaughter. (8)
29 Substances that build up strength and make you feel beUer. 
(6)
30 ConsQtuents of plumage. (8) 

 
Down 
1 Put up a struggle. (6)
2 There’ll be Qns of them needed by an interior decorator. (6)
3 Good Hope and Horn are two of them. (5)
4 Small ant-like parasite that eats wood. (7)
6 The score that makes it all square again. (9)
7 Voluntarily give up a throne or high posiQon of authority. (8)
8 Establishment where you can ‘sell’ goods and buy them back 
later. (8)
11 A film-star who is adored or a false god. (4)
15 Real, genuine. (9)
17 Rich, well off. (8)
18 A well run and carefully planned effort, o`en undertaken by 
generals or candidates for elecQon. (8)
20 In which one is alive but just about. (4)
21 Narrow corridor in a building or, in old Qmes, a sea voyage to 
a faraway place. (7)
22 Its area is calculated by the formula πr2. (6)
23 Those who reject authority and kick against the rules. (6)
26 Not happy when the result is that the underdogs won. (5)
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Bene Merenti Medal 
Presentation
Gerry Higgins pictured with Dr Des 
McAuliffe and Gerry’s wife, Mary 
Alice Higgins, who was presented 
with the ‘Bene Merenti’ medal at Holy 
Rosary Church, Ennis Road, Limerick 
on Sunday 1 May 2022 on the 
occasion of his 89th birthday.

In The Frame

‘Tales from the Fraud 
Squad’
A few well-known faces from the 
book launch of ‘Tales from the Fraud 
Squad’ in Westmanstown Sports 
Complex – pictured (l-r): Marty 
Morrissey, Jim Gavin, former Dublin 
GAA Manager, the author Willie 
McGee and Eileen Dunne from  RTÉ 
who launched the book.

Mary Alice5 Higgins

Matchbox  
Memento
President of Rossmore Golf Club 
for 2021 Marie Hesnan, widow of 
Garda Pat Hesnan (RIP), with a little 
memento presentation by Michael 
O’Reilly.

Monaghan Presentation

Book Launch
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In The Frame

National School 
Charity Cycle
GSRMA Tralee Member Denis Kevin 
Lawlor, who is living back in Kerry, 
took part in a charity cycle on 
Saturday 26 March 2022. The cycle 
was to raise badly needed funds 
for St. Brendan’s National School in 
Fenit, Co. Kerry. This school is seven 
miles from his home, and Kevin has 
been doing this worthy cycle since 
it started about 12 years ago. In his 
own words “Proves there is still a 
bit of life in the old dog”. Well done, 
Kevin and keep up the cycling for 
good causes!

Charity Cycle

Garda Medal on Ribbon Bar

GSRMA Associate 
Member awarded 
Judo Black Belt
Cork City GSRMA Associate Member 
Ed Carmody (80) lives in Durban, 
South Africa. At 75 years of age, he 
took up judo starting as a white belt. 
On 3 May 2022, he was awarded the 
first-degree black belt (SHODAN) 
grade. Ed is pictured on the right at 
the award ceremony. (Photo courtesy 
of Ed Carmody, Cork City Branch).

Judo Black Belt

Medal & Ribbon Bar 
Mounting Service
Do you want your Garda medals mounted on a ribbon bar? 
Contact Gary for prices etc on 085-7285816 or email him at 
irishmilitaryinsignia@gmail.com.
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Cursed Covid 19
By An Saírsint Séan MacBrádaigh’,  
GSRMA Dun Laoghaire Branch (RIP)  
22 September 2019

We were living it up in 2019,
Not a care in the world, no trouble foreseen.
Plans were being made for trips over the sea,
But our luxury cruise ship is still moored at the quay.

The arrival of March brought more than the wind
And with hazards unknown we had to contend.
The medical experts worked night and day,
Devising a way to keep the virus at bay.

To their mansions secure the wealthy retreated
Only the privileged few, at their doors were greeted.
They all agreed that this pandemic must pay,
Opportunities like this don’t come every day.

Please think of the Old Folks whose freedom was stolen
Confined to their homes, their hearts were all broken.
They looked through their windows and what did they see,
Bewildered grandchildren who couldn’t sit on their knee.

Life quickly changed with restrictions imposed.
Places of leisure all had to be closed.
Confined to our homes, we could not attend
The funeral ceremony of neighbour or friend.

After months of research and much frustration
The discovery of vaccines was announced to the nation.
Hope again surfaced and spirits were lifted
With the promise that vaccines to all would be gifted.

Now listen to the scientists and the medical people.
Ignore the rabble whose theories are feeble.
The vaccines have proved to be your best bet.
Remember, a second chance you may not get.

Raise your glass to those who went over the top.
The doctor, the nurse, the cleaner with mop.
Their dedication to duty, some forfeiting life,
Leaving children to grieve with husband or wife.

When you see an ambulance just think of the crew.
For such selfless work, much gratitude is due.
The entire workforce turned up every night, noon and morning,
Well aware that the virus could strike without warning.

Look up, look ahead, no need to look back.
No need to be worried if you’re on the right track.
Resolve to treat all with fairness and grace
And help make this world a much better place.

POETRY CORNER

Me
By Patrick Farrell, GSRMA Dublin West

Our house should be a home,
Place complete
Place to chill, a place to rest,
Your very own retreat

No need for palacios splendour
Or famous works of art
The comfort and contentment there
Each play a noble part

The world outside another place
Here turmoil takes its toll
You can shelter in your den
Or rest your weary soul

Place where friends can call at will
And feel a welcome there
No need to get an invite
Call and show you care
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Growing Oldish
By Mary d’Estelle Roe, GSRMA Templemore
 
My ould bones are so creaky
No wonder I’m cheeky
To take a chance and write all of this down
Before you might ask, I am wearing my mask
And I’m really just acting the clown

My tummy is glowing
My waterworks flowing
As I jump out of my bed at three
I make my way to the toilet
Ah come on now please don’t spoil it
My ould body just needs to p.....

The loud snore is like a shout
As if it’s coming from a sow’s mouth
As I get that ould dig in the back
I turn quickly around to lower the sound
That I knew came from him at my back

I fell back to sleep as I counted those sheep
And I dreamt that I married a rich farmer
Between milkin’ a cow and rubbing sweat  
off my brow
I relished being still an ould charmer

The alarm clock then went off and I jumped up  
in the bed
With the fright it broke three of my ribs
Well, my roars and my screams were just like  
nightmare dreams
Not with the pain but when he arrived up with  
some nappies and bibs.

Says he to me ‘I wonder if you’re torn asunder
About your ould body just wasting away’
With that I jumped up my ould ribs got a jerk
New life came into my ould bones that day

So all of you wondering or still even pondering
I’ll let you in on my secret now too
Just have a daily laugh rub some oil on the  
ould ribs, toes and leg calf
Life is what you make it is my advice to you

Centurions
By Tom Smith, GSRMA Cork City

Christmas one hundred years ago there were no
Civic Guards.
Law was topsy-turvy then - men in hiding on the run.
Homes were ransacked, some burned down,
town and city war zones building razed to the
ground.
Gunpowder smoke saturated the air, missiles 
shooting everywhere.

Nineteen-twenty-one our country suffering unrest,
men and women struggling doing their best.
Gangs of gunmen sent from a neighbouring land to 
silence the Irish was their plan.
People no longer were safe in their bed’s loud gunfire
always widespread.
Burnings, bloodshed, death, and arms failed to 
suppress the struggle.

We were playing with thirty-two back then, six were 
sent off before the game’s end.
We were left with twenty-six players not nearly a 
full team, we trained them up as best we could, and 
christened the squad Free State.
With the Free State came a brave new team called the
Civic Guards.
In uniform blue they protected the State without a 
gunin view.

Sadly, some of these heroes are maimed or killed
preventing violent crime,
these are our Centurion Men and Women holding the
front line.
From Civic Guard to An Garda Siochana now it’s
nineteen-twenty-two.
Our people should always be proud of our daring-
Men and Women in Blue now it’s twenty-twenty-two.

POETRY CORNER

Me
By Patrick Farrell, GSRMA Dublin West

Our house should be a home,
Place complete
Place to chill, a place to rest,
Your very own retreat

No need for palacios splendour
Or famous works of art
The comfort and contentment there
Each play a noble part

The world outside another place
Here turmoil takes its toll
You can shelter in your den
Or rest your weary soul

Place where friends can call at will
And feel a welcome there
No need to get an invite
Call and show you care
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The Ringsend Seannachie
An Saírsint Séan MacBrádaigh, GSRMA Dun Laoghaire 
(RIP 23 September 2019)

In or about 1959, Station Sergeant Michael Cronin in Terenure 
recounted for my benefit an old story which he in turn had heard 
during his early years in the Force. The story was about Irishtown 
Station in the time of the old D.M.P. but if he told me the date or 
the names of the members concerned, I do not remember them. 
The Inspector in his story did not jump into the sea but in all other 
things the events occurred as recounted here by me through the 
Ringsend Seannachie.

The Slipway in question is at Ringsend Point, on the seaward 
end of Thorncastle Street where the Dodder joins the Liffey. ‘The 
Point’, as it is known locally, may well be the place from which 
the locality takes its name, i.e., ‘Rinn’ in Irish and ‘Send’ in Norse, 
both meaning ‘point’. In Wintertime it is one of the most open and 
bleak places in the City of Dublin. In the ‘40’s and ‘50’s it was a 
favoured spot for the young swimmers of the area in Summertime 
and there too the local people still hold their Annual Regatta, 
an event which gives all comers an opportunity to participate. 
You may even taste the waters into which the ill-famed Gilhooley 
dived, if in your efforts to gain the prize at the top of the ‘greasy-
pole’, you are unsuccessful. Of course, those waters will be much 
warmer during the Regatta.

Irishtown, in the ‘E’ Division of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, was 
for many years a form of discipline outpost to which men were 
sent for their sins. That their sins were often the result of heavy 
drinking is implicit to the story which follows.
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The Ringsend Seannachie
By An Saírsint Séan MacBrádaigh’,  
GSRMA Dun Laoghaire Branch (RIP)  
22 September 2019

Do come in, I don’t mind coppers, I’m the Ringsend Seannachie,
I tell yarns here every day to beat the band. 
Though they’re mostly about fishing, of sailors and the sea.  
There’s an odd one about cockles from the strand.

You remind me of the Barrack when we had the D.M.P.
And Constable O’Toole the thirsty giant.
And the drowned man they had coffined when they took him from the sea. 
And parked him on the slipway at the Point.

In those days they had no City Morgue t’was eighteen ninety-three.
So, a Constable beside the corpse played host.
And that winter night t’was raining with a cold wind from the sea,
When the Crown told off O’Toole to take that Post.

He might have picked a sober man but all of them were tight, 
It was payday and drink had them in its grip. 
So, the Sergeant marched O’Toole away and left him for the night, 
With instructions to stay put upon the slip.

Now Inspector James Gilhooley was on nights with that relief, 
And he knew O’Toole was drinking very hard,
So he vowed he’d wait till ‘Slugger’ drank enough to fall asleep, 
Then he’d catch him, while on duty, fully jarred.

Meanwhile our thirsty giant himself was sipping Baby Powers, 
He had cached inside his baton case that day. 
And with more still in his pocket he’d be happy for some hours. 
If the whiskey would but keep the cold away.

But O’Toole kept getting colder with the rough sea’s salty bite, 
And the dampness of the rain was seeping through. 
For his cloak was poor protection on that wet and windy night. 
As he stood there with a hole in either shoe.

POETRY CORNER
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Continued overleaf...

The Ringsend Seannachie
... Continued

Then he thought of the protection in a coffin for a bloke. 
So, he took the corpse and sat him by the wall, 
And with drink-besotted pity he draped him in his cloak. 
Before into the coffin he did crawl.

His helmet lay discarded beside the dead-man’s leg. 
And inside the box old Slugger drank his fill. 
While Gilhooley left his sabre in the barracks on a peg. 
He didn’t want its noise to spoil his kill 

Thorncastle Streets scarce lamplight never saw Gilhooley pass. 
As by stealth he reached the slipway at the Point, 
Then he got his ole torch ready which was powered by carbide gas. 
And prepared himself to catch the thirsty giant.

‘Get up you drunken sot you’ the Inspector nudged the cop.
Who was sitting with his back against the quay?
Then his carbide lamp extinguished when the rain seeped in on top, 
As Gilhooley squatted down upon one knee. 

He placed his hand upon the corpse, the head rolled to the right. 
He felt the frozen flesh and pulled away.
‘Good Jervis Street, he’s snuffed if the Inspector cried in fright, 
‘We’ll be writing for a year and for a day’.

Unnerved, he bumped the coffin lid and knocked it on its side,
O’Toole sat up, so suddenly set free.
Gilhooley in wild terror jumped straight into the tide.
And started swimming swiftly out to sea.

On a hook above the mantle-piece in Irishtown, they say,
A rusty sabre waits to be reclaimed.
For Gilhooley he has not been seen since that eventful day. 
And poor O’Toole was ever after blamed.

The above poem was first published in ‘Police Friendship’, the Official 

Journal of the International Police Association (IPA) Irish Section. Vol. 

5. No. 14, and republished in the Dublin Historical Record. XXXIX No 

1 December 1985 and also in Jim Herlihy’s ‘The Dublin Metropolitan 

Police, A short History & Genealogical Guide’. Four-Courts Press. 

Dublin 2001.
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Michael O'Connor Wexford  19165E 05/04/22
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T.B. O'Reilly Donegal North  16037G 25/05/22

Michael Caplice Ballina  14669B 26/05/22

James Cullinan Dublin South  13316G 27/05/22

Con O'Donoghue Dublin South  10197D 29/05/22

Raymond M F Quinn Cork West  14135F 15/06/22

Jeremiah Foley Waterford  13184K 15/06/22

James F. Quinn Sligo/leitrim  15052E 17/06/22

Patrick O. Murphy Waterford  15060F 17/06/22

Patrick McGurren Donegal South  15808K 22/06/22

Thomas Henry McLoughlin Limerick  18096C 24/06/22

John F Gaine Cork  20033F 27/06/22

Eugene McGann Dublin South 15341K 01/07/22

John Egan Laois  17093C 06/07/22

David Jones Bray  24470H 09/07/22

Mary Devine Naas Associate 09/07/22

William Lannigan Bray  18705D 10/07/22

Willie Kavanagh Ballina  19004G 11/07/22

Raymond A Campion Dublin West  13778B 13/07/22

John Prendergast Sligo/leitrim  16626L 18/07/22

Arthur O'Donoghue Cork  16444E 22/07/22

Harry Murtagh Dundalk  15791M 25/07/22

John J O'Reilly Dublin North  14019H 26/07/22

John J Duggan Dublin North  15964F 26/07/22

Thomas Brady Waterford  14825C 30/07/22

James Furey Sligo/leitrim  15715E 31/07/22

Timothy Hickey Cork  19219H 01/08/22

James J. Balfe Monaghan  17229D 02/08/22

Michael Joseph McDonnell Cork  11025F 07/08/22

John F Boyle Monaghan  15675B 07/08/22

John Considine Longford  11105H 07/08/22

Michael O'Brien Dublin West  17677L 09/08/22

James Donnellan Galway  17505F 16/08/22

Patrick Brian Kenny Wexford  14243C 22/08/22

Fintan Dunne Naas  13929G 23/08/22

Denis O' Shea Cork City 21455H 23/08/22

Bertie Davoren Castlebar  14320M 28/08/22

Garvin McFadden Drogheda 22609B 31/08/22

Forename Surname   Branch   Reg. Number Date of Birth
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Pat Geoghegan Brother of John Geoghegan Clare 15/01/22

John Burke Brother of James Burke Athlone 18/02/22

Anne Coughlan Sister of John Geoghegan Clare 19/01/22

Don O'Connor Brother of Barry O'Connor Cork City 19/02/22

Oliver J Mac Donnell Brother of Tom Mac Donnell Kerry South 19/02/22

Joseph O'Boyle Father of Ann O'Boyle- Kissane Thurles 20/02/22

Brendan Griffin Brother of Jim Griffin Cork City 22/02/22

Josephine Burke Sister in Law of Pat Burke Wexford 24/02/22

Margaret Roche Sister in Law of Willie Keogh Wexford 24/02/22

Enda Gilmore Brother of Brendan Gilmore Longford 28/02/22

Noreen Mangan Wife of Paul Mangan Cork City 05/03/22

Mother of Kieran Mangan Kerry South 05/03/22

Joe Walsh Brother of Michael Walsh Kildare North 12/03/22

Hannah Long Mother of Tom Long Monaghan 16/03/22

Delia Fox Sister in Law of Pat Fox Clare 16/03/22

Kathleen Connors Wife of Gerry Connors Limerick County 17/03/22

Sister in Law of Noel Connors Nenagh 17/03/22

Mary Rose Brady Wife of Terry Brady Dublin South 17/03/22

Evelyn Mullaney Mother of James Mullaney Donegal South 19/03/22

Liam Nolan Son of Margaret Nolan Limerick County 19/03/22

William Rosney Brother of Martin Rosney Bray 19/03/22

Catherine Thompson Mother in Law of Mick McGuire Cork City 20/03/22

Tom Horan Father of Brenda McCarrick Dublin West 21/03/22

Jack Mealiff Father if Law of Jim Magennis Cavan 22/03/22

Mary Margaret Dowd Mother of Liam Dowd Roscommon 22/03/22

Peter Shaughnessy Son of Carmel Shaughnessy Naas 22/03/22

Rose Foudy Mother of John Foudy Dublin South 24/03/22

Kathleen Bevan Sister in Law of Philip O'Connor Cork West 26/03/22

Brendan Joseph Burke Brother of Martin Burke Donegal South 28/03/22

Patricia McCallig Sister of Joe Meehan Sligo/Leitrim 29/03/22

Margaret Clancy Mother of John Clancy Bray 02/04/22

Martin Manley Brother of John Manley Dublin South 03/04/22

Sheila Lagan Wife of Kieran Lagan Bray 03/04/22

Brendan Conneely Brother in Law of Pat Giles Galway 04/04/22

Bella Boyle Wife of James Boyle Sligo/Leitrim 04/05/22

Rose Killeen Mother of Jim Killeen Thurles 05/04/22

Denis Foran Father in Law to Tony Connolly Wexford 07/04/22

Anne O'Neill Daughter of Pat O'Neill Wexford 09/04/22

Forename Surname Relationship Branch Date of Birth
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Margaret Waldron Sister of Des Kidney Foreign 13/04/22

Denis Bradley Brother  in Law of Eddie Scanlon Nenagh 15/04/22

Tony O'Neill Bother of Jerry O'Neill Cork West 20/04/22

Bridget O'Sullivan Wife of Dan O'Sullivan Dublin North 24/04/22

Mick Power Brother of Sean Power Cork City 23/04/22

Adrian Kelly Nephew of Joe Kelly Wexford 03/05/22

Deirdre McGorman Mother in Law of Tom Monaghan Monaghan 03/05/22

Mary Joyce Wife of Joe Joyce Donegal South 04/05/22

Mother of Donna Joyce Donegal South 04/05/22

Pauline Moran Wife of John Moran Dun Laoghaire 04/05/22

Minnie Delaney Mother of Rita Delaney Dublin West 05/05/22

Patty O'Halloran Wife of John O'Halloran Laois 11/05/22

Peter Galligan Father of Ronan Glligan Dublin  North 13/05/22

Gerard Woods Brother of William Woods Cork City 16/05/22

Neil Smith Father in Law of Neil Smith Dublin North 17/05/22

Tom Morris Brother of John Morris Clare 21/05/22

Peter Judge Brother of Liam Judge Sligo/Leitrim 24/05/22

Joan Dempsey Sister of Pat Spillane Limerick City 29/05/22

Bryan O'Loughlin Brother of Michael O'Loughlin Cork City 30/05/22

Tom Connolly Brother in Law of Mick Staunton Ballina 31/05/22

Francis Joyce Brother of Michael Joyce Monaghan 01/06/22

Angela McGrath Wife of John McGrath South Kerry 03/06/22

Maura Brogan Mother in Law of Bob Noonan Nenagh 03/06/22

Bridie O'Hora Mother of Paddy O'Hora Ballina 08/06/22

Peg Murphy Mother of Brendan Murphy Cork City 08/06/22

Paddy Mulroe Brother of Peter Mulroe Monaghan 10/06/22

Sean Donnellan Brother of James Donnellan Athlone 10/06/22

Eilish Hennessy Wife of Mortimer Hennessy Laois 12/06/22

Ann Underwood Sister in Law of Arthur Coughlan Wexford 12/06/22

Maura Kelly Sister of Tom Cantwell Wexford 12/06/22

Marie Canning Wife of Tony Canning Donegal North 13/06/22

Peggy Neville Mother of Donal Neville Cork West 16/06/22

Roisin Purcell Wife of late Tom Purcell Kildare North 16/06/22

M.B Burke Mother of Kay Guest Nenagh 19/06/22

Marian Hunt Mother of Declan Hunt Roscommon 19/06/22

Dermott Tansey Brothe of Leo Tansey Laois 20/06/22

Gobnait Enright Wife of Pat Enright Templemore 23/06/22

Eily McCarthy Mother Tony McCarhty Cork West 23/06/22

Forename Surname Relationship Branch Date of Birth
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Tel: 021 497 6210   |   www.woodlandprint.com

Irish Guide Dogs Council Review 
Ref N Palmer Advert
260x152mm

260 mm

152 m
m

To donate go to www.guidedogs.ie

Supporting those who are vision impaired 
and families of children with autism by 

providing life-changing services. 

Particular Sciences Ltd; 
Unit 2 Birch House, Rosemount Business Park, 

Ballycoolin, Dublin D11T327, Ireland

Email: info@particular.ie
Phone: (+353) 01 8205395

Particular Sciences Ltd. specialises in technologies for the physical testing 
of chemicals and of materials in industry & research throughout Ireland and 
Northern Ireland.

Our mission is to uphold excellence in material characterisation and life sciences 
technologies and to deliver the highest quality support to customers.

Sales
Scientific instruments using 
advanced technologies from 
the best manufacturers.

Advice
Ten technical staff with 
a combined 300 years of 
relevant experience offer 
advice on technologies.

Service
Call or email for help with 
your analysis, data or results. 
Book a  service callout, plan a 
maintenance visit.



Tom McLoughlin Husband of Mary McLoughlin Limerick City 24/06/22

Eileen Brady Mother of Owen Brady Meath 28/06/22

Joseph Lysaght Brother of Tom Lysaght Thurles 02/07/22

Bridget Whelan Wife of Ned Whelan Kilkenny 02/07/22

Bridget Gleeson Mother of Martin Gleeson Monaghan 02/07/22

Peadar Creedon Brother of Billy Creedon Cork West 03/07/22

John Egan Brother in law of Eddie MacEoin Cork West 06/07/22

Christina Gildea Wife of John Gildea Roscommon 07/07/22

Eileen Glackin Wife of Frank Glackin/Mother of Aidan Gla Sligo/Leitrim 07/07/22

Kay Hanley Sister of John Mulvill Fermoy 07/07/22

Mary Gaughan Mother of Jim Coughlin Dublin West 08/07/22

Sinead Madden Daughter of Catherine Madden North Dublin 09/07/22

Jacquline Kinneen Mother of Shane Kinneen Clare 12/07/22

Michael Gannon Brother of Eugene Gannon Monaghan 18/07/22

Kathleen Travers Mother of John Travers Monaghan 18/07/22

Sheila O' Malley Wife of Martin O' Malley Clare 21/07/22

Ann Enright Wife of Tom Enright Cork City 22/07/22

Betty Killeen Sister of Bosco Gleeson Laois 23/07/22

Mary Christal Wife of Jack Christal Dublin West 23/07/22

Helen Enright Wife of Micheal Enright Dublin West 26/07/22

Marie Beirne Wife of John Beirne Dublin North 01/08/22

Eugene Doyle Brother of Donal (Danny) Doyle Kerry South 02/08/22

Thomas Storey Brother of Joe Storey  Sligo/Leitrim 03/08/22

Joan O' Flaherty Sister of Michael O' Flaherty Limerick 04/08/22

Maura Fox Sister of Tom Fox Nenagh 04/08/22

Rose Davin Sister of Jim & Pat Walshe Ballina & Laois 13/08/22

Peter McGee Brother of Will McGee Kildare North 14/08/22

Dan O' Leaery Father of John O' Leary Mallow 12/08/22

Maureen McLoughlin Wife of Tony McLaughlin Cavan 19/08/22

Brandon Thomas Grandchild of James Kehir Dublin West 19/08/22

Rev . Seamus Freeman Sac Brother of Tom Freeman Nenagh 20/08/22

Kathleen K. Barry Sister  of late John Barry North Dublin 22/08/22

Ann Marie McFadden Wife of Edward McFadden Donegal South 24/08/22

Ann Marie  Cunnane Wife of  Liam Cunnane Mullingar 26/08/22

Darragh Muldoon Son of John Muldoon Carlow 27/08/22

Bridie Coppinger Mother of John Coppinger Longford 27/08/22

Josephine Stack Sister of John Moylan Sligo/Leitrim 29/08/22

Andrew Walsh Son of Maureen Walsh Wexford 30/08/22

Michael Healy Brother of Frank Healy/Uncle of Dave Dublin West & Roscommon 30/08/22

John Miller Brother of Tom Miller Wexford 31/08/22

Forename Surname Relationship Branch Date of Birth
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50 Years of Pioneering 
Innovation and production 
of recycled polyester 
fibers in Ireland.

Wellman International Ltd.
Mullagh, Kells Co. Meath
A82 NN93, Rep. of Ireland

T: +353 (46) 9280200
www.wellman-intl.com

WWW.BRIGHTPROMOTIONS.IE
046 9068888

SUPPLIERS OF GARDA MEMORABILIALauraLynn brand identity guidelines   8

suppOrt GraphICs
The Cloud Device

The LL Brand uses a graphic cloud device to build a unique and  

recognisable style across all applications. The device can be used to 

house an image, heading or to isolate the logo. For examples of the 

cloud device in use, see The Brand in Action Section page 10.

The Rainbow

The rainbow support graphic should only be used when there is  

a large graphic area and it doesn’t interfere with or distract from  

the brand identity.

File identifier:

sky_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

File identifier:

rainbow_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

sky_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

rainbow_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

Choose LauraLynn as your charity partner: 
Make a difference

Build your brand by partnering with a unique charity

Enhanced staff morale

Tailored support from our corporate team

Engage in exciting fundraising teambuilding events

Help us make the most of 
short and precious lives

LauraLynn is Ireland’s ONLY children’s hospice. 
We provide palliative care and support to children  

with life-limiting conditions and their families.

T:  01 289 3151 
E: info@lauralynn.ie 
W: www.lauralynn.ie

Boyne Valley Meats
Balgeeth, Ardcath, Co. Meath.

Ph: 041-9880092

Boyne Valley Meats
Balgeeth, Ardcath, Co. Meath.

Ph: 041-9880092



GSRMA NEW MEMBERS

Martin Beggy Dundalk

John Brady Longford

Laurence P Brady Dublin North

Aidan Brady Dundalk

John Burke Dublin South

Marie Byrne Wexford

Patrick Carty Monaghan

Cyril Claffey Bray

Patrick Cleary Offaly

Andrew Collum Limerick County

Patrick Comer Dublin North

Patrick Condon Cork

Bridget Corkery Nenagh

Michael Coughlan Cork West

Martin Creighton Dublin South

John J Cronin Cork

Denis Cronin Cork West

Noel Cunningham Monaghan

Brian Daly Dublin North

Marie Daly Templemore

Kay Deloughery Clare

Rosaline Dillane Kildare North

Joe Doherty Ballina

Edel Dore Carlow

Patrick Dowd Tuam

Maeve Duffy Donegal South

Kevin Duffy Galway

Denis Dunbar Wexford

Patrick Durkin Galway

Michael Egan Carlow

Sean Enright Limerick

Caroline Feeney Cork

Thomas Finnan Thurles

Eugene Fleming Meath

Dympna Flynn Dublin West

John Gabriel Folan Galway

Martha Francis Dublin North

Marie Gallagher Carlow

Forename                Surname                            Branch Forename               Surname                             Branch

John Gallagher Donegal North

Edward Geary Mallow

Pauline Gilger Tuohy Ballina

Jarlath Grennan Donegal South

William Hanrahan Dublin North

Noel Harraghy Monaghan

Liam Healion Naas

Paul Hensey Athlone

Niall Kampff Clare

James Keane Cork West

Patrick Keane Clare

Joe Keely Dublin North

Patrick Kelliher Cork

Padraig Kelly Cavan

Evelyn Joan Kelly Bray

John Kennedy Kilkenny

Eamonn Keogh Dublin South

Shane Kinneen Clare

Anthony Lavery Castlebar

Joan Leahy Cork

Eddie Loakman Dun Laoghaire

Marcella Lohan Athlone

Kay Lydon Meath

Kevin Lynch Donegal North

Seamus Lynch Monaghan

Eamonn Maloney Dun Laoghaire

Michael Mannion Dun Laoghaire

Jennifer Mc Kernan Meath

Peter McBrien Dublin South

John McCabe Meath

John McCann Dun Laoghaire

Denis McCarthy Cork

James McCarthy Kilkenny

Paul McGrath Mullingar

john McGuinness Sligo/leitrim

Frank McKenna Kilkenny

Ken McLaughlin Dublin West

Paul McLoughlin Dublin South
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John Erdly  10

CC Carpets 12

Peter Nolan Transport filler  Half

For all your carpet and wood 
flooring needs contact CNC 
Carpets, Mooretown, Dromiskin

phone: 087 660 4237
email: cnccarpets@gmail.com

JOHN EARDLY JOHN EARDLY 
FARM MACHINERYFARM MACHINERY

KILKENNYKILKENNY

Manufacturers and Sales of all types of 
Farm Machinery

Outrath, Waterford Road, Kilkenny City.

Tel: 056 776 5439
087  228 6599

Established in 1975

UNIT 18 — BLOCK 5 — PORT TUNNEL BUSINESS PARK — CLONSHAUGH — DUBLIN 17 — D17 HW65

Based just 5 minutes from Dublin Airport, Nolan Coaches provides top quality Irish 
coach and bus hire services around the Dublin area. We also provide a complete coach 
hire service throughout Ireland. We have vehicles for every occasion and are committed 
to delivering a quality service to you. Whether seeking Dublin bus hire services or 
coach hire throughout Ireland, Nolan coaches have the fleet for your coach hire needs.

+353 (0) 1 8473487 info@nolancoaches.ie

NOLAN COACHESNOLAN COACHES



GSRMA NEW MEMBERS

Matthew McMahon Dublin North

Caroline McMahon Dublin South

Marie McManamon Nenagh

Thomas McManus Dublin South

John McNamara Mallow

David McSweeney Cork West

Fintan McTiernan Monaghan

Paul McWalter Galway

Alberta McWalter Limerick County

Mark Mimnagh Longford

John Mitchell Dublin North

Gerard Moylan Sligo/leitrim

Angela Mulcahy Wexford

Yvonne Mullally Cavan

Adrian Mullowney Clare

Jack Murphy Dublin North

Jim Murphy Drogheda

John Martin Murphy Meath

Thomas Murray Mullingar

Roger Nicholson Mullingar

Brian O' Dea Kildare North

John O' Leary Cork

Jason O' Mahony Cork West

Brendan O’Sullivan Kerry South

Michael O'Brien Kildare North

Breda O'Brien Dun Laoghaire

Margaret O'Connell Cork

Arthur O'Connor Wexford

Thomas O'Connor Kerry South

James J O'Donovan Cork

John O'Donovan Dublin West

John O'Flaherty Fermoy

Eamon O'Hara Dun Laoghaire

Liam O'Leary Cork

Patrick O'Neill Drogheda

Michelle O'Sullivan Cork

Joseph O'Sullivan Wexford

Paul Pender Kildare North

Forename Surname                            Branch Forename Surname                           Branch

Eamon Power Cork

John Rackard Wexford

Sheila Reilly Templemore

Gerard Rice Monaghan

Colin Rochford Wicklow

Bernard Rohan Cork

Pat Ryan Cork West

John Ryan Limerick

Ann Ryan Carlow

Frances Scanlon Kerry South

Brian Sheridan Dublin South

John Shortall Kilkenny

Patrick Slater Carlow

Michael Swayne Cork

Patrick Tierney Meath

Michael J Toolan Dublin South

Noel F Traynor Dublin North

Frank Treacy Bray

Joseph Waldron Bray

Gerard Walsh Fermoy

Gerard Walsh Kildare North

Thomas Walsh Dublin North

William Ward Cavan

Michael Whelan Waterford

Eddie Wray Donegal North

DECEASED WIDOWS

Kathleen Moran Cork West 14/02/22

Annie McGrath Cork West 01/03/22

Mary Doherty Cork City 06/03/22

Rosaleen Foudy Longford 24/03/22

Kathleen Travers Dublin West 07/04/22

Mary O'Brien Dun Laoghaire 08/04/22

Martina Nallon Sligo/leitrim 17/04/22

Mary Butler Naas 01/05/22

Johanna Daly Nenagh 05/06/22

Mary O'Reilly Templemore 28/06/22

Forename Surname Branch       Date of Death
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 - 

                          www.accord.ie 
                  Onlincounselling@accord.ie 
                        Phone:01 5053112  
 

Accord counsellors are professionally trained  to work with  
couples and individuals where abusive behaviours have been 
part of the relationship dynamic to create a safe relationship  

and family environment  

 

In -person and Online Counselling for couples and  
individuals experiencing relationship difficulties  

 

 

M50 Concession Ltd is 
the company responsible 
for the Operations & 
Maintenance of the M50 
Motorway in Dublin, Ireland. M50 Concession Limited

M50 Motorway
Working Day and 

Night to keep 
Dublin Moving

Emergencies and Breakdowns: 
1800 77 50 50

Office: +353 (0)1 823 5888

Email: info@m50concession.com

Location: Luttrellstown Road Diswelstown,   
Castleknock Dublin15, Ireland D15, PE89

Incidence Response and Free Recovery 
Service on the M50 Operating 24 hours. 

Tipperary GAA appreciates the 
support of An Garda Síochána 
over the past 100 years.

Looking forward to this mutual 
support into the future.

Best Wishes....Tipperary GAA

Tipperary GAA Office, Lár na Páirce
Slievenamon Road,Thurles,
Co. Tipperary

E-mail: reception.tipperary@gaa.ie
Phone: 0504-22702

Fax: 0504-24333

Spread a Little 
Homegrown Goodness

Now you can buy online at 
www.wexfordpreserves.ie/shop



Calling all members of August Class of 1966
This year marks the 50th Anniversary Year since the Class of If 
you were a member of the August Class of 1966, contact Tony 
Fagan, Wexford Branch Secretary, on 087-8113936 or email 
tonyfagan21941@gmail.com

Request for Class Photo June 1965 (B Class)
Eunan Watters, son of GSRMA deceased member Patrick 
Eugene Watters, is looking for June 1965 (Class B) photo of 
his deceased father. If you have any photo of the class of 
reference, please email Eunan at wattersed1@gmail.com

Calling all members!

€500 Draw Winners
GSRMA Summer Draw Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the GSRMA 
Summer 
Draw – €500 
is on its way 
to Joan Leahy 
(Cork City), Ken 
McLaughlin 
(Dublin West), 
Michael 
McNeela 
(Roscommon), 
Cornelius Hunter (Cork City) and William Brennan 
(Dublin South).

Patrick Quinn  
unknown location
Identification of location and 
members
Meath Branch member Brendan Quinn 
has supplied the attached photograph 
taken at an unknown location. Pictured 
left on the back row is his late father 
Patrick Quinn, a Scott Medal Holder 
from 1935. If any member can assist 
with the location and names of the 
station party, please email the Editor 
on editor@gardaretired.com.

€50 website winner
Website Members Draw Winner
Arthur O’Hara [18160K] Kildare North 
has won €50 and its on its way to you 
Arthur. Congratulations!
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Autumn Caption 
Competition

Notice Board

Memorial 2022
Apologies Hugh Patrick Lynch
On page 24 of the Souvenir Edition of 
Síocháin, we published a photograph 
of the descendants of John D. Curtin 
at his memorial in 2022. We omitted to 
credit the photograph to Hugh Patrick 
Lynch. The Editor hereby unreservedly 
apologises for omitting this credit.

GSRMA Autumn Photo Caption Competition
Photo captures several GSRMA Cork City 
members in deep discussion after a coffee 
morning in Cobh. The camera focus is on two 
key men from East Cork – Eamon Leahy and 
Jerry O’Brien. So, what are they chatting about?

Spring Photo Caption Competition 
Winner
In our photo caption competition in 
the Spring issue, we asked ‘What is 
Chief Supt Paddy Carroll saying to 
Sgt Kelly at the opening of An Tostal 
in Blarney in 1953? Congratulations 
to Mick Dalton, GSRMA Offaly, for his 
winning caption: ‘Make sure to leave 
parking space for the Minister’s Car’.

Spring Caption Winner

132     SÍOCHÁIN Autumn 2022



Matheson is proud to support  
An Garda Síochána

Dublin Cork London New York Palo Alto San Francisco Matheson LLP

Our clients include the majority of the Fortune 100 companies. 
We also advise 7 of the top 10 global technology brands and 

more than half of the world’s 50 largest banks.

The law firm of choice for internationally focused companies and 
financial institutions doing business in and from Ireland.

Visit www.matheson.com to find out more.



IMPROVE YOUR HOME’S EFFICIENCY WITH OUR NEW

GREEN LOANGREEN LOAN

4.50% variable
One of the lowest green loan interest rates in Ireland.

Apply Online 
0818 247 365

www.straphaelscu.ie

Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Credit facilities are subject to repayment capacity and financial status and are not available to persons 
under 18 years of age. Security may be required. A typical €20,000 five-year loan with a variable interest rate of 4.50% and 4.59% APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate), where the APR does not vary during the term, would have monthly repayments of €372.86 and the total cost of credit (the total 
amount repayable less the amount of the loan) would be €2,371.60. St. Raphael’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your 
ability to access credit in the future.
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