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The GSRMA’s Oral History Project was launched on 9 
February 2022 – exactly 100 years from the date when 

Michael Collins invited a committee to set up a new police 
force in the Gresham Hotel in central Dublin.
 This followed the Anglo-Irish Treaty which was 
ratified by 64 votes to 57 in Dáil Éireann just four weeks 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

PIONEERS WHO 
PUT THEIR LIVES 

ON THE LINE
The GSRMA’s Oral History Project ‘Capturing Our History 1922-2022’ is now available on a 
dedicated website and all members can tune in to hear Patrick Campbell [Guard No. 480] 
talk about being one of the first members of An Garda Síochána in 1922. 
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previously. Collins wanted the new police force out and 
about in the towns and villages as soon as possible and 
wanted recruitment to start in a mere three weeks. This 
was a tall order but nonetheless, recruitment started after 
12 days on 21 February 1922.
 We have a lot to be thankful for with these hardy men 
joining up and going out into a very disturbed countryside 
with a civil war looming. In late 1922, the Civic Guard 
carried with them, to the far-flung corners of Ireland, the 
message of law and order being delivered by an unarmed 
policing service – a far cry from what had taken place in 
the years prior to 1922.
 We also have a lot to be thankful for in these pioneers 
who put their lives on the line to bring normality back into 
people’s lives. Some paid dearly with their lives. To the 
men of ’22, we salute you and remember your sacrifices.
 The Oral History Project is now live on a dedicated 
website. One of the original men of ’22 – Patrick 
Campbell, (Guard No. 480) talks about what life was like 
in 1922. 
 He tells us about his training, listening to Eoin O’Duffy 
before eventually arriving, late at night in Carrigallen and 
setting up the Garda Station with a number of colleagues. 
He also tells us about how they were perceived by the 
local population. 
 Thank you, Patrick and family for sharing your Garda 
life story with the GSRMA. You can listen to his story by 
logging into www.gsrmacapturingourhistory.com.

Mick Lernihan
Editor
Spring 2022

Patrick Campbell.



Warner recounts the life and times of 
Olympian discus thrower from Clare – 
P.J. Bermingham.

47 LALOR GARDA FAMILY
Frank Lalor’s father and uncle were 
members of the first Garda Band at the 
Depot in the Phoenix Park – his dad 
Mark was the bass drummer while his 
uncle Pat was the Band Sergeant and 
played the trombone.

50 A TIME TO REMEMBER 
Maurice O’Sullivan, Naas Branch, who 
sadly passed away on 7 January 2022, 
was one of 250 young men to join An 
Garda Síochána on 3 November 1954. 
In this article he remembers his long-
standing service which spanned over 32 
years before his retirement in 1986. He 
said that the the 100th anniversary is a 
time to remember and a time to recall.

53 THE HARD BORDER 
A series of emails between government 

technicians reveal the nightmare they 
endured trying to definitively map out 
all of the cross-border roads, according 
to the report in ‘The Irish Times’. Tom 
Monaghan, Monaghan Branch, claims 
that they should have asked the Garda 
Mapping Section to point them in the 
right direction!

59 GIVING THANKS FOR ONE   
  HUNDRED YEARS 
An Garda Síochána’s centenary is a 
pivotal time in a series of historic 
developments since the establishment 
of the then Irish Free State. John Duffy, 
Dublin West Branch, says that 2022 will 
be a good year to celebrate the past 100 
years of the force.

63 AN TACA SIOCHANA 
On 29 September 1939, 233 men 
arrived at the gates of the Garda 
Depot in Dublin’s Phoenix Park having 
enlisted as ‘Tacas’. The recruitment of 
these ‘temporary guards’ was deemed 
necessary due to the situation in Europe 
and the so-called ‘emergency’ having 
been declared in Ireland, according to 
Philip Coffey, Meath Branch.

67 LÉIRSIÚ AGUS AGOIDÍ
Le linn na mblianta a chaith mé i mbun 
dualgais i gCathair Bhaile Átha Cliath 
is iomaí sin léirsiú agus agóid a bhí ar 
siúl ag dreamanna éagsúla. Maitias Ó 
Cosgordha, Brainse Baile Átha Cliath 
Thuaidh

71 THE HANDY NUMBER
Recalling the times when she was called 
out with her canine colleagues to help 
with the Garda searches in all types 
of terrain and conditions, Catherine 
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Bartley, Naas Branch, always knew that 
she had a handy number!

75 COMMUNITY BORDER POLICING 
Garda Mossy Devlin from Emyvale Garda 
Station in Monaghan and his long-
standing community service through 
much of ‘The Troubles’ and beyond 
are fondly recounted by the GSRMA’s 
Monaghan Branch.

81 JADOTVILLE & NIEMBA
Up to 6,000 Irish soldiers served with 
the UN in the Congo from 1960 to 
1964. Nicholas Cunningham, Meath 
Branch, says that no proper explanation 
has ever been offered why over 30 
recommendations, mostly for Jadotville 
and Niemba, were disregarded for 
reasons that continue to remain an 
enigma. 

89 PEER SUPPORT PROGRAMMES
Andy Fahy, Meath Branch, who set up the 
Garda Peer Support Programme in 1993, 
is heartened to see that it continues 
to assist Gardaí who suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder.
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Since 2017, the Little Blue Heroes 
Foundation has continued to provide 
practical and financial support to the 
families of children with serious illnesses 
in Ireland, notes Karl Heller, Dublin North 
Branch.

99 SENIOR UN POLICE ADVISER
John Farrelly, Dublin North Branch, recalls 
the proudest moment of his policing 
career when he represented Ireland and 
the Gardaí abroad after he was appointed 
Senior UN Police Adviser in Cyprus in 
2008. 
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ATHY BRANCH NEWS

BALLINA BRANCH NEWS

Votes of sympathy were passed at our recent Zoom 
meeting chaired by Jim Friel to the following who suffered 
family bereavements recently:
• Danny Doherty, Kiltimagh, on the death of his sister 

Pauline Hynes, Ballybofey.
• Jim Walshe, Ballina, on the death of his nephew Niall 

Walshe, Portlaoise.
• Pádraig Prendergast, Ballina, on the death of his 

brother-in-law Brian Quinn, Westport.
• Eddie Naughton, Ballina, on the death of his brother-

in-law Ted Cleary, Enniscrone.

Christmas Draw: Congratulations and happy motoring to 
our branch member, Martin McNicholas, winner of a car in 
the Christmas Draw held by St Paul’s Garda Credit Union. 
On 11 December 2021, 24 x €50 Dunnes Stores Vouchers 
were raffled, and thanks is extended to Supt Joe Doherty, 
Ballina, who very kindly drew the winning tickets. 

Congratulations to the following lucky winners:
1. Chris McCafferty, Charlestown
2. Des McCann, Bonniconlon

Athy AGM: Pictured at the Branch AGM in Athy Golf Club on 17 February:
Front (l-r): Collette Timoney, Eoin Doyle, Tom Friel and Liz McCabe. Back (l-r): Tony Timoney, Noleen Friel, Vera Doyle and 
Vivian McCabe.

Ballina Branch Secretary Danny Gallagher and Chair Jim 
Friel pictured with Supt Joe Doherty after he drew the 
winning tickets in the Christmas Draw.



Síocháin   5

BRAY BRANCH NEWS

3. Martin McNicholas, Ballyvary
4. Bill Flanagan, Swinford
5. Stephen Smyth, Ballina
6. Danny Gallagher, Ballina
7. Maureen Hussey, Ballina
8. Jim O’Toole, Ballina
9. Pat Tuohy, Ballina
10. Pádraig Prendergast, Ballina
11. Neil McCarron, Ballina
12. Jimmy Whyte, Ballina
13. Christy Kilbane, Lahardane

14. Hugh Gallagher, Enniscrone
15. Tom McManus, Enniscrone
16. Des McGuinn, Crossmolina
17. Edward Gaughan, Ballyhaunis
18. Aiden McDonagh, Swinford
19. Eddie Jordan, Swinford
20. Liam Tonra, Kilmovee
21. Des O’Rourke, Bangor Erris
22. John Keane, Belmullet
23. Val McLoughlin, Foxford
24. Pádraig Frain, Swinford

By the time you read 
this edition’s news 
from Bré Chualann, 
the Branch AGM will 
have taken place – it 
has been a long time 
since we met on 3 
March 2020 for our 
last AGM and a lot 
has happened and 
is happening within 
the Branch. We 
commiserate with 
members who have lost those dear and near to them 
over the last while and know that our thoughts and 
prayers are with you.

Branch Activities: We were fortunate to celebrate our 
Annual Mass for Deceased Members in early December 
and this was both safely attended in person and on-line. 
In the absence of meeting up for our Annual Christmas 
Lunch, we held our annual Charity Christmas Draw. 
Two local charities were the beneficiaries – BARSS 
(Bray Area Rough Sleepers) and Open Door (a day care 
activity centre which provides facilities and activities for 
adults with physical disabilities in North Wicklow and 
South County Dublin). 

Centenary: We are still appealing for photographs and 
artefacts for the GSRMA Centenary Project and the 
final push is on to have the publication ready for later 
in the year where we hope that all branch members will 
join together for a celebration. John Clancy has done 
tremendous work as the Centenary Officer and we 
thank him for his tireless work in this regard.

Branch Committee Elections: The elections for a 
new branch committee will take place at the AGM on 1 
March and whoever is elected/selected will have a big 
job this year in celebrating the big birthday and keeping 
our membership informed of developments. Good luck 
to the ‘new’ branch committee.

New Members: We welcome on board some new 
members and hope that they enjoy the benefits of 
membership and join our coffee afternoons when they 
resume from March onwards. Welcome to Anne McGurk 
and to Anne Duffy. Slán ó Bhré agus fan sláintiúil.

CARLOW BRANCH NEWS

Coffee Mornings: Carlow Branch had resumed the 
monthly coffee mornings in November but then things 
came to a halt again with an increase in Covid numbers. 
We had to cancel further such events including our 
much-loved Christmas dinner. 
Christmas Draw Winners: The committee 
subsequently decided to hold a Christmas Draw to 
cheer up the members. The following were the lucky 
recipients of cash prizes: Sheila Gallagher, Anthony 
Byrne, PJ Wall, Nick Rowe, Bill Casey, Pat Gallahue, 

Michael O’Driscoll, Denis Dollard, John Kelly, Joe 
Hanley, Geraldine Ellis, Pat Dempsey and Dan 
Stapleton.
     A day that we thought would never come – 21 
January 2022 – signalled the announcement that 
most Covid restrictions were being lifted. Hopefully the 
number of cases will continue to decrease. Following 
our coffee morning 1 February, we hope to organise
 more get-togethers and maybe an outing or two in the 
summer.



CAVAN BRANCH NEWS
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Christmas/New Year Draw: Our Christmas/
New Year Draw for branch members was held on 
Friday 31 December 2021 and congratulations 
to the following winners who each won €100: 
Charles Glackin, Michael Joseph Lee, Marie 
Lynch, Patrick Gerard Mc Dermott, John 
O’Donnell, Patrick J. O’Rourke, Patrick Roddy, 
Mick Ryan, Thomas Sheridan and John Smyth.   
     Winners of a copy of Tim Doyle’s book 
‘Changing of the Guard’ were Seamus Herron, 
Edward Kelly, Stephen Mc Donagh and 
Enda Mulhern. The total value of prizes was 
€1,080. Congratulations to all the winners and 
commiserations to everyone else. We wish all 
our members a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year.

Day of Remembrance 2021: Members of the 
Cavan Branch joined members of the O’Neill 
Branch ONE in Cavan, and IUNVA, for a Day of 
Remembrance at The Con Smith Memorial Park 
Cavan on 21 November 2021. A wreath was laid 
on behalf of the GSRMA by Branch Treasurer 
Earnan Gilleran. The GSRMA flag was carried by 
Branch Chair Michael Ryan at the wreath-laying 
ceremony and in parade to a service in the local 
Church of Ireland where it was also paraded as 
part of the ceremonies there. 
     The event is held to remember all Irish people 
from the island of Ireland and especially those 
from Cavan and surrounding counties who lost 
their lives in all wars. This year we were joined 
by serving Garda members from Cavan District 
who also laid a wreath. Our Branch has a good 
relationship with the retired army members 
of O’Neill Branch ONE and IUNVA who have 
expressed their interest in joining any local 
Garda Síochána Centenary celebrations.

Liddy Medal Presentation: Cavan Branch 
is very proud to have been associated with 
the presentation of the Liddy Medal to branch 
member Michael Joseph Lee in recognition of his 
heroic efforts in saving a mother and her young 
four-year-old daughter who had fallen down a 
cliff in Clonmany, Co. Donegal in 1964.
     We’re grateful to GSRMA’s President Matt 
Givens and General Secretary Mick Lernihan, 
and Billly Saunderson, Chair of the Liddy Medal 
Committee, for travelling to Cavan to make the 
presentation to Michael Joseph on 22 December 
2021.

Cavan Branch Treasurer Earnan Gilleran and Chair Michael Ryan 
pictured at the Remembrance Ceremony.

Brian Tighe was 
presented with his 20-
Year GSRMA Certificate 
and Lapel Pin.



CORK CITY BRANCH NEWS
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GSRMA Centenary Lunch: Our first official function 
will take place at Rochestown Park Hotel on Thursday 
21 April where up to 120 are expected to attend the 
GSRMA Garda Centenary Lunch. The social event will 
kick off around 12.30pm. Thanks to GSRMA Grant and 
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union – tickets for the event 
will be subsidised and close on 50 spot prizes will be 
raffled. Those members who attend will receive the 
GSRMA Garda Centenary Lapel-Pin. Presentation of 
GSRMA Certificates will be made to members with 20 
years’ membership. We hope to have confirmation on 
the Garda Síochána Centenary Medal after Easter. If 
you are interested in attending the Centenary Social, 
contact 087-2209253.

Club Person of 2021 Award: Congratulations to retired 
Garda Supt Mick O’Loughlin who was the deserving 

recipient of the Bishopstown GAA 2021 ‘Agnes Jones 
Memorial Club Person of the Year’ award. Since 
joining the club in the early 1970s, Mick has embodied 
volunteerism, altruism and community. He played 
senior football for Cork 1963-71 and was the holder 
of All-Ireland Junior medal in 1964 and Intermediate 
Championship medal with Bishopstown.  

Birthday Celebrations: Comhghairdeas to Hetty Tuohy 
who celebrated her 80th birthday with her family in 
February. Hetty is proud to recall that her grand-father 
Dick Anthony was Cork Lord Mayor when she was born 
in 1942. With that legacy, she inherited a great love for 
the Leeside. Hetty joined the Cork City Branch after her 
husband, Garda Denis Tuohy died in May 1996. Today, 
Hetty is the social co-ordinator for the 61 Cork City 
Garda widows.

CLARE BRANCH NEWS

Remembering our history:
As we tentatively embrace our newfound freedom, we 
are still conscious of our own vulnerability and that 
of our family, friends and neighbours. Keeping that in 
mind we look forward to a year of social activity and 
good company. 
     The focus, of course, 100 years on, is to remember 
our history and to capture it. A very important part 
of that is remembering our local colleagues, some 
of whom we may have lost track over the years for 
many and varied reasons. Clare Branch is now in 
the process of identifying our former colleagues and 
where necessary families of those men who may no 
longer have a connection with the Gardaí. 

Fundraising for Western Alzheimers: 
During our time of restriction one of our members 
filled his time reminiscing on his football playing days 
when he and six other Gardaí won All Ireland honours 
with Roscommon U-21s in 1966, and then decided 
to put it in print! His research and resulting book paid 
dividends, not only in the pleasure it gave the reader 
but the support of ‘Western Alzheimers’ with a cheque 
for €2,500 from the sale of the book.

Bereavement:
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Peadar 
Daly, Tuamgraney and formerly of Scariff Station on 
11 February, who is predeceased by his wife Peggy. 
We offer our sympathies to his three children Conor, 
Gordon and Denise.

Pictured (l-r): Brian Carroll, Chairman of the County Board and 
Serving Garda, Paul Mockler Author, Deirdre Walsh, Alzheimers 
Roscommon; Retired Garda Frank Fallon team member (two 
sons and a daughter of Frank are serving Gardaí); Mick Rock, 
former Chairman of the Connacht Council.



DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH NEWS

Branch Activities: The two years of incarceration has 
come to an end, for the moment at least. It is a joy 
to once more meet with our people face to face and 
enjoy our pastimes of morning coffee, card games etc. 
Our AGM has taken place and we now look forward to 
the ADM in June, which had to be postponed for the 
last two years. The Branch Committee is active again 
and once more we request new members to join our 
committee.

The Commissioners: Congratulations to branch 
member Paul Smyth on the publication of his first book 
entitled ‘The Commissioners’. History comes to life 
when you can see what happened through the eyes of 
those involved. 
     Paul’s book is a very enjoyable and informative read 
as it describes the life and times of Michael Staines 
and W.R.E. Murphy – the first two men to be appointed 

Police Commissioners a century ago, by the new 
government of the Irish Free State.
     Staines included in his memories a day-to-day 
account of his fighting in the GPO during the 1916 
Rising before he became the first Commissioner of 
the Civic Guard. His counterpart, W.R.E. Murphy also 
includes an account of his years fighting in trenches in 
the WW1, before he was appointed Commissioner of 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police. Those two police forces 
amalgamated in 1925. 
     The book is essential reading for anyone who has 
a desire for an insight into the adventures of those two 
men, the origins of An Garda Síochána and some of 
the obstacles they had to overcome to ensure the force 
survived as an institution. It is available in all good 
bookshops, on Kindle and from www.amazon.de. Well 
done Paul and we look forward to your next books into 
the future.

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Now that the restrictions are being lifted, but not fully 
gone, it is timely to reactivate our branch activities 
especially our monthly coffee mornings. Since our last 
get-together on 20 February, 22 branch members have 
passed to their eternal reward. Alongside this figure are 
another 22 family members who have passed – ar dheis 
Dé go raibh na h-anamacha dílis. 
 
Christmas Draw: 
With limited and restricted availability to arrange branch 
activities, the branch committee organised a Christmas 
Draw and the following members won €50.00 each 
– Thomas Rock; Ml Forde; Con Keane; John O’Neill; 
Anne Walsh; Gabriel O’Gara; William Browne; Peter 
Naughton; Ursula Kelly; Edward Micheau; Ml Considine; 
Ml Campbell; Maura Doddy; Dan Buggy; James 
Fitzpatrick; Ml Boland; Noel Aungier; Patk Kirwan; Jim 
Madden; John Hayes; John Keane; Senan Finucane; 
Phelix Fanning; Brenda Doyle; Jim Cantwell; Ml 
Conway; Eilish Devine; Eamon Moriarty; James Hiney; 
Jim Fahy; James Clarke; Margaret Clarke; James 
Butler; Aiden Browne; Mary Walsh; Mary Rafter and 
Eugene Brennan.
 
Centenary Lectures: 
As part of the 2022 Centenary Celebrations, our branch 
will hold a series of lectures to encompass the history of 

An Garda Síochána since 1922. The lectures will cover:
• The Scott Medal;
• Policing in the Early Years;
• The Life and Times of Jack Marrinan;
• The Garda Golfing Society (the oldest in Ireland).

The lectures will take place over 2022 and will be 
advised early to allow for maximum attendances. 
Branch members are being encouraged to submit old 
stories, photographs and memorial items for inclusion in 
Síocháin over the year of 2022.
     In conjunction and consultation with branch 
members, the branch aims to organise other events 
as soon as we kick off the coffee mornings. Sadly, two 
branch stalwarts passed to their eternal rest in recent 
times – Pat Quigley (Founder Member of St Jude’s 
GAA Club) and Terry McMahon, (Former President of 
Stackstown Golf Club).
     Your Branch Secretary is now in possession of the 
GSRMA Centenary Lapel Pin, one for each member, a 
beautiful presentation to mark the 100th Anniversary – 
well done to the Central Committee and all at GSRMA 
House. We will have an AGM report in later editions 
with photographs of the presentation of 20 Year 
Certificates of Appreciation and Pins. Keep safe, keep 
well and keep positive until then.
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DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Mornings: The planned social events leading 
up to Christmas had to be cancelled or deferred at short 
notice. Now that the mood of the nation has lifted after 
almost two years of restrictions, let’s hope we can raise 
a glass to a better year ahead. The coffee meetings 
have resumed on the first Wednesday of the month 
at the new location of St Anne’s Resource Centre in 
Shankill.

Best Wishes: Loyal branch member and first Chairman 
Bill Herlihy and his wife Loraine who have gone through 
a particularly bad time in the recent past and we wish 
them both well. 

Memorial Mass: The family of the late Bernard King 
(RIP) is organising a Memorial Mass for Bernard on 
Saturday 2 April 2022, taking place at 1.30pm in the 
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Foxrock.

Members Remembered: Since our last news report, 
we have sadly lost branch member Michael O’Brien 
[14829F] Ballinteer. We also remember Bridget Young, 
Banagher, Co Offaly, sister to branch member Tony 
Egan, Adele Maxwell, Castleknock, daughter of Con 
Hearty, and Arlene Morgan also from Castleknock and 
daughter of John Mulderrig. We extend our deepest 
sympathies to their families, may they all rest in peace.

Centenary Project: The following is a brief outline of 
the DMP/RIC Police Stations in Dun Laoghaire Branch 
area. In 1920, there were 11 Police Barracks in the area 
– listed as follows:
DMP Barracks:
• Booterstown - closed in 1954. 
• Blackrock. 
• Kingstown/Dun Laoghaire. 
• Dalkey - closed permanently in 2012. 
• Kill O’Grange was burned down on 12 May 1920, it 

reopened in the early 20s and closed permanently 
in 2013. 

RIC Barracks:
1. Ballybrack – Kill O’Grange and Ballybrack were 

both burned down on the same night.  Ballybrack 
never reopened.  

2. Cabinteely – The original barracks was situated 
near the Bank Centre/old John Hinde factory and 
moved to the present building in the early 1900s. In 
1920, engagements by volunteers mainly consisted 
of sniping attacks on the RIC Barracks. The 
barracks was burned down prior to the Civic Guards 
taking over in 1922.

3. Dundrum – It was constantly attacked with 
casualties on both sides and like Cabinteely it was 
also burned down prior to the Civic Guards taking 
over. 

4. Foxrock – Records show that it continued as 
a Garda Station up to 1926, it was maned by 
Sergeant John Histon, uncle of Dun Laoghaire 
branch member Jim Histon.  It closed in August 
1926.

5. Stepaside was also burned out in 1920.  It was a 
very rural area then and was in the Dublin/Wicklow 
Division.   

6. Shankill was closed between 1918 and 1923 and 
thanks to our friends in the Bray Branch we can 
trace three members who arrived there after the 
foundation of the Civic Guards. Sergeant John 
Ryan, 865, arrived in 1926 and retired there in 
1961. James Histon, 3228, father of branch member 
Jim, came there in 1932. Garda Vincent Ryan, 
10094. He was later killed in an accident involving 
his official motorcycle on the 14 September 1954 
and his name appears on the Garda Síochána 
Roll of Honour.  The local Killiney Bay Community 
Council and the Dun Laoghaire and Bray Branches 
of the GSRMA will mark the anniversary with a 
plaque at the spot outside Killiney Dart Station later 
in 2022.

DMP/Póilíní Átha Cliath – Dun Laoghaire Station Party (2 March 1922)
We hope to complete the full history of the area of the first 100 years in 2022 so your help is urgently required. Remember 
that we only get one chance to do this.
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DUNGARVAN BRANCH NEWS

Christmas Mini-Hampers: COVID-19 and its 
associated public health restrictions put paid to any 
potential plans for gatherings of our members in the 
lead-up to Christmas. We managef to have socially 
distanced coffee mornings in July and September, but 
the planned Christmas event fell victim to the virus. 
     Since members could not gather in person, a 
suggestion that they deserved a treat in the absence of 
branch activities during the year was considered and 
the committee decided that our long-suffering members 
would each get a mini hamper. 
     Following a careful study of the best buys, Christmas 
Fare was purchased and mini hampers consisting of 
biscuits, sweets, Christmas pudding and Irish cream 
were delivered to members’ homes. 

     Feedback indicates that it helped with the enjoyment 
of the festive season and somewhat compensated 
for the lack of branch activities. The Branch extends 
its thanks to those who prepared and distributed the 
hampers.

Branch AGM: The scheduled AGM in February has 
been rearranged due to public health restrictions, 
and it will now take place on Wednesday 23 March, 
at 11.30am in Dungarvan’s Park Hotel. This year, 
new officers and committee will be elected to guide 
us through the next three years. All members are 
encouraged to attend and make their views known. After 
the meeting a two-course lunch will be served. 

KERRY SOUTH BRANCH NEWS

The Centenary Coffee Morning was 
held outdoors at Muckross House 
on 9 February where an enjoyable 
get-together took place. Branch and 
Centenary matters were discussed 
and all members are now looking 
forward to the year ahead and the 
upcoming AGM.

Pictured (l-r): Ml. O’Donovan, John 
Thornhill, Tom McDonnell, Frank 
Considine, Pat Lehane, Jim Casey, 
Jack McGrath, George Gaine, Pat 
Malone, Jerry Cronin, Jack Kingston, 
Jerry McManus, Dan O’Donovan, Pat 
McAuliffe, Tom Fox and John Fleming. 

With the lifting of restrictions, we can look forward to 
meeting once again at the monthly coffee mornings 
and having social interaction once more. We will wait 
until autumn to access if it will be possible and safe to 
resume the weekly bowling as we are aware this activity 
is greatly missed by everyone. Keep an eye out for 
updates.

Day of Remembrance: April 1922 in Kildare played 
a very significant part of our history when An Garda 
Siochana in its infancy were deployed to a new training 
depot in Kildare town. The first recruits arrived on 
15 April 1922 by train to their new home in Magee 
Barracks which had been vacated by the British. To 
commemorate this event, we have organised a Day 
of Remembrance to celebrate this significant day in 
history, in conjunction with our serving colleagues and 

Kildare County Council’s Decade of Centenaries.
     Events will begin with an opening ceremony at 11am, 
and there will also be an exhibition of memorabilia from 
11am until 5pm in the old Courthouse. We look forward 
to welcoming the Garda Band to Kildare and also hope 
that some of the other specialised units will attend.
     There will be a re-enactment of the recruits marching 
from the train station to the site of the former barracks 
and we will also have the Garda Ceremonial Unit in 
attendance. 
     Walking tours of Kildare will organised by Kildare 
Heritage during the day for anyone who would like to 
learn more of the history of the town. 
     This event will be organised by the combined three 
GSRMA branches in Co. Kildare along with serving 
colleagues and it is open to all and we look forward to 
meeting you at some stage during the day. 

NAAS BRANCH NEWS
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MONAGHAN BRANCH NEWS

     Save the date for your diary with updates to follow. 
As we look forward to commemorating this historical 
day in Kildare, we hope it will be a lovely family day 
out for everyone, with a trip down memory lane at the 
exhibition. We are still in the planning stages so there 

will be plenty of activities to suit all ages. 
     We look forward to meeting you on Easter Saturday, 
16 April. If you would like to speak to any of the Branch 
Committee regarding memorabilia or old photos you 
have, we would be delighted with your participation.

Best Wishes to Catriona Balfe: Congratulations to 
our Branch Member, Jim Balfe, and his family on the 
success of his daughter Caitríona, a talented actress, 
producer and former fashion 
model. 
     In 2021, she had 
a co-starring role in 
Kenneth Branagh’s semi-
autobiographical film ‘Belfast’ 
for which she received critical 
acclaim. Her performance 
earned her nominations for 
the Screen Actors’ Guild 
Award, Golden Globe Award, 
Critics’ Choice Movie Award 
and BAFTA Award for Best Supporting Actress. The 
film has also been nominated for Best Picture at the 
94th Academy Awards.
     Caitríona is a supporter of charitable causes 
involving refugee relief and the environment. We wish 
her continued success and happiness as we proudly 
follow her career.

GAA Handball Association President: Congrats to our 
Branch Member Conor McDonnell, who was recently 
elected at the GAA Handball National AGM as the next 
President. The current Ulster GAA Handball Chairman 
won a narrow contest, defeating Kilkenny’s Martin Lalor 

with 56% of 
the delegate 
vote. Conor 
becomes only 
the fourth Ulster 
President in the 
Association’s 
98-year history 
and the first 
since Sean 
McEntee in 1996.
Christmas Draw Winners: The 2021 Christmas 
Draw was held at Monaghan’s Four Seasons Hotel 
on Monday 13 December. Well done to the following 
winners – €200 to P.J McCoy; €100 each to: Pat Mc 
Morrow, Cyril Smyth, Teresa Heneghan, Jim Marks, 
Jane Flynn, Mary Devlin, Jim Egan and Martin Gleeson. 

Branch Bereavements: Sadly, the last year was 
one when many of our Branch Members suffered a 
bereavement. The branch sends sincere condolences 
to all those members. A particular word of thanks to all 
those who sent their sympathies, supported the families 
and assisted in the arrangements and/or participated 
in the Guard of Honour. We especially remember 
deceased branch members Vincent Heavin, Helen 
Martin, Seamus Fleming and Peter Hunt. May their 
gentle souls Rest in Peace.

Catriona Balfe 
(The Irish Times)

TUAM BRANCH NEWS

Katherine Monaghan, Tuam Branch, was 
presented with her Certificate of Appreciation from 
Branch Chairman Joe Rush in January.

LIMERICK CITY BRANCH NEWS

The Freedom of Limerick was bestowed on the late D/Garda Jerry 
McCabe and retired D/Garda Ben O’Sullivan – pictured at the 
presentation on 28 June 2018 were Anne McCabe and Ben O’Sullivan.

GSRMA Limerick Branches, An Garda Síochána, Ireland and 
beyond were saddened to learn of the death of our dear friend 
and colleague Ben O’Sullivan at the end of February. We 
extend our condolences to his wife Anne, family, friends and 
colleagues to mark the passing of a true Garda and Irish hero 
– Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad.
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Garda Assistance During Flooding: Since the 
Christmas day flooding has subsided we can now try to 
relax. Once more it was good to see both serving and 
retired Gardaí put their shoulders to the wheel to assist 
the public. Plans are now afoot to remedy the uncertain 
days that plagued so many. 

Centenary Celebrations: During this the Centenary 
Year of An Garda Siochana we are working towards a 
late summer launch date for our Wexford Garda History 
Book. Tom Miller is the GSRMA representative on the 
Divisional Centenary Committee and they have plans to 

roll out a selection of events in each district to mark the 
year. 
Brighter evenings are welcome and the branch 
committee is back in business making plans for the 
months ahead. Each day from here on we will be 
celebrating the centenary of An Garda Síochána. We 
celebrated 9 February with a unique 100th anniversary 
Bowling night in Wexford Leisure Centre. We have 
walks planned and after our branch AGM we will be 
back in full flow. Keep safe and come along and join 
with us in celebrating this special year.

WATERFORD BRANCH NEWS

Branch Committee Meeting: Waterford Branch 
Committee met for their first meeting of the year on 
26 January 2022. Two recently retired members John 
Buckley and Coleman Hogan were welcomed onto the 
Committee. We are delighted to have them on board 
and look forward to their input in the future. 
     Following the recent lifting of most Covid 19 
restrictions the mood of the meeting was upbeat. 
After two years of restrictions, it is great to be able to 
make plans once again for social activities for Branch 
members. Plans for a number of events to celebrate the 
Centenary of An Garda Síochána are at an advanced 
stage. 

Annual Mass: The Annual Mass for deceased 
members of Waterford and Tramore Districts was 
celebrated at St Paul’s Church, Lisduggan, Waterford 
on Saturday 26 February, followed by lunch at 
Waterford Golf Club.

Branch AGM: The triennial Branch Committee Election 
will take place, in conjunction with this year’s AGM, in 
the Conference Room at Waterford Garda Station at 
8pm on Tuesday 15 March. All members are requested 
to attend the AGM where they can have their say. 
     It is vital that we maintain a strong association 
so that members interests can be fully represented. 
We suggest you read Joe Dirwan’s excellent article 
‘A lot done more to do’ in the Winter 2021 edition of 
‘Síocháin’, where he discusses Government plans 
to reduce pensions by linking future increases to the 
Consumer Price Index thereby breaking parity.

Clarification: In the Winter 2021 issue of ‘Síocháin’ 
an article appeared in the Waterford Branch News 
section profiling John (Jack) O’Sullivan, the Senior Man 
of Waterford Branch. The article stated that Jack is a 
Kilkenny native. Jack is a native of Killarney, Co. Kerry.Waterford Branch Committee.

WEXFORD BRANCH NEWS
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MICK’S MESSAGES
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As this is an election year, I thank 
the outgoing committees for their 

sterling work at Branch level especially 
during the last two troubled years. I 
wish the new committees all the very 
best and assure them of my assistance, 
should you require same.

 The position with the payment 
of pensions in respect of the Rent 
Integration and the increases due under 
the Building Momentum Pay 
Agreement continue to cause 

Following the relaxation 
of the Covid-19 
pandemic restrictions, 
our AGM season kicked 
off in Tullamore and 
Longford Branches on 
15 February, while the 
other 43 Branches take 
to the hotels, golf clubs, 
pubs and Garda stations 
around the country up 
to 31 March and will 
ensure that this new 
normality caters for the 
needs and the wishes of 
GSRMA members. 

confusion. 
 In respect of the Rent Integration, 
a further 28 of the over 108 remaining 
members were sorted in the February 
pension payment while the latter 
cohort remain to be sorted in March 
and hopefully completed by April. 
 The delay centres on the Pension 
Abatement – a term which means 
that a member, following retirement 
and taking up another State role, 
cannot earn more that they received 
when they were working in An 
Garda Síochána. And to complicate 
matters further, the rate is exclusive of 
allowances paid!
 The other matter is the pensions 
increases due and the first 1% was 
paid to retirees in the Garda, Sergeant 
and Inspectors grades on 1 December 
2021 – backdated to 1 October 2021.  
 The second instalment of another 
1% is due on 1 February 2022 and I 
was informed in late February that the 
Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform has given sanction to pay this 
over the coming months. Hopefully it’ll 
be in the April payment with arrears 
included.
 The other ranks of Superintendents 
and Chief Superintendents have not 
been included in the award so far. 
This is because the two Associations 
have not yet signed up to the Building 
Momentum Agreement. They are 
awaiting the outcome of their claim for 
an increased Availability Allowance. 

 I have corresponded and am 
informed that the claim will be dealt 
with to finality in April/May 2022 and 
then hopefully the two Associations 
will be in a position to sign-up to the 
Building Momentum Agreement. A 
further 1% will be due to our members 
on 1 October 2022.
 I hope you like the new pull-ups 
when you view them at the AGMs. 
They are a nice addition to our 
Branches and add another layer of 
professionalism to our Association.
 The ADM takes place from 13-15 
June 2022 in the Hodson Bay Hotel 
outside Athlone. It will be great to 
meet up again with colleagues from all 
over the country and hopefully assist 
them and you on a local level. 
 Also note that you will have a new 
Central Committee in place at the 
closing of the ADM along with a new 
President. I wish to thank outgoing 
President, Matt Givens, for his courtesy 
and assistance over the past few years. 
I wish him all the very best into the 
future. 
 I extend the same wishes to 
the other members of the Central 
Committee whose tenure of office also 
expires in 2022 – Marie Landy, Tom 
Miller, Marie Roche, Joe Lynch and Billy 
Saunderson.

Slán agus fan sláintiúil.

Mick

Athlone’s Hodson Bay Hotel will host the ADM on 13-15 June 
(Image: www.hodsonbaygroup.com/hotels/)



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to 
the Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

Dear Editor,

As a fairly recent retiree of An Garda Siochana, I expected 
that I would receive my Certificate of Service within a few 
months. Not so, it seems. I didn’t receive it and in September 
2021, I sent an email to Garda Pensions at Athlumney House 
to try to find out the reason for the delay. 
    They responded by saying that my pension file was 
incomplete and were awaiting the return of several items 
from my former Divisional Office. I then advised them that I 
had returned everything that was required, even my I.D card 
(which wasn’t mysteriously lost in the months leading up to 
retirement).
    After that, I was informed the items arrived and the 
certificate would be issued ‘in the next batch’. When that 
batch is printed, God only knows.  By pure coincidence, I 
noticed a thread on the Retired Members Facebook Page 
about the very same subject. A large number of retired 
members had either waited for a long period of time to get 
their certs or had NEVER received them. Some had never 
even heard of Certificates of Service.
    As I explained to the clerical officer in Athlumney House, 
these certs are, firstly, a form of reference to any potential 
future employer and, secondly, an acknowledgement of a 
member’s long years of service in An Garda Siochana.
    I served for almost 37 years and feel disappointed with this 
lack of respect for retired members. Also, in the Facebook 
thread where some had gone off-piste a little, there was 
disgruntlement regarding how Long Service Medals were 
‘presented’. Again, some never got them, others happened 
to be ‘in that day’ when the medals were thrown at them at 
parade or told to take them from a pile on a table. 
    Contrast all this with the medal presentation ceremony in 
the army and a little bit of respect shown for people. Is it any 

Certificates of Service, Long Service Medals, Court Claims

wonder that morale in the job is on the floor at present ...all stick 
and no carrot?
    Finally, like many other retired members, I am periodically 
issued with witness orders to attend court for long outstanding 
cases. While never being too fond of court even when serving, I 
always attend, but getting paid witness expenses seem to drag 
on forever. 
    The structure of the old Divisional Office and District Office 
are gone and have been replaced by faceless, nameless 
Garda ‘staff’ who don’t seem to care or have a clue about 
paying witnesses. The process is further complicated in that the 
witness court claim is divided between an office in Killarney and 
another in Athlumney House, Navan.
    When the claim is eventually paid (not always), it appears 
in your bank account in two separate transactions, sometimes 
weeks apart without any reference except ‘An Garda 
Siochana’. This means that if you are unfortunate enough to be 
involved in multiple court cases in different parts of the country 
around the same period of time, it’s impossible to know what 
you have been paid for. (When I mentioned to a finance officer 
in Divisional HQ that a ref no. on both the claim and bank 
statement might be a good idea, she said “good luck with 
that”).
    I know all of the above is a bit of a rant, but it appears they 
are live issues affecting retired members, more often than not 
recently retired members. I would appreciate if the above 
issues were raised in your excellent magazine. The presence of 
such a feature might well prompt a change in attitude from the 
present Garda hierarchy – but I won’t hold my breath.

Best Regards

Name and Address with Editor
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Pallbearer at Frank Eivers’ Funeral

Dear Editor,

Thanks to Patrick J. Cleary (Committee Member, Cork City 
Branch) we have clearly identified one of the pallbearers who 
carried the Tricolour draped coffin of Frank Eivers at the State Funeral 
in September 1961. (See page 71 of the Winter 2021 issue).
    The Garda Sergeant (centre) is Sgt Charles F. O’Mahony [10155K] 
a native of Dunmanway, Co. Cork. Popularly known as ‘Charlie’, 
he joined the Force in November 1952 and served in Sundrive Road 
Station until 1957. He then served in the Fingerprint Section at John’s 
Road from where he was promoted Sergeant in the Summer of 1961. 
    The other pallbearers are perhaps colleagues who attended a 
Sergeant’s Promotion Course at the time. Shortly after the     funeral 
Sgt O’Mahony was appointed as I/C, Kildorrery, Co. Cork.  One year 
later he was posted as a Supervisory Sergeant to Union Quay Divisional HQ in Cork Cotu from where he retired in Feb 1989. 
    Charlie gave 26 years exemplary service in Cork City where he specialised before the Conroy Commission, giving weekly 
police duty lectures to probationary Gardaí. After Conroy, he was the Supervisory Sergeant that guided Unit D.
    His 27 years membership of the GSRMA gives an indication of Charlie O’Mahony’s loyalty to the Force and the Garda     
Associations. Charlie died in December 2016 and is survived by his widow Rosalie O’Mahony (Cork City Branch) daughters 
Marie, Majella, Jenny, and sons Greg & Paul.

Yours sincerely,

Tim Bowe
Cork City Branch Secretary

Acknowledgement

Dear Editor,

We, the Fleming family, would like to thank from the bottom of our hearts, Seamus’s friends and colleagues from An Garda 
Síochána, serving and retired, who called to see us, shared stories with us and comforted us while we grieved. 
    It brought us immense pride to see how much Seamus was thought of among his colleagues and how far people travelled 
from to say their last goodbye.
    We would especially like to thank Seamus’s friends and colleagues in the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
(GSRMA) who carried his remains at his funeral, to all those involved in the Guard of Honour and in attendance at his final 
salute. 
    While it has been an overwhelming time for us, it brings us such comfort to know he shared so much of his life not only among 
friends in An Garda Síochána, but among brothers.
    We will all miss the funny, kind and courageous man that he was. 

Go raibh míle maith agaibh. Suaimhneas síoraí air.

Margaret, Anthony, Bonnie, Timothy and Tessa.

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to 
the Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.
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The Career of Garda Martin Hamrogue

Dear Editor,

I recently spoke to a retired Detective Garda and it was suggested to me 
that I should send in details of my father’s career in An Garda Síochána.
    My father Martin Hamrogue was born on 3 April 1901 in Seefin, 
Claremorris, Co. Mayo. He attended Seefin National School at the age 
of four. When he was 14, he left school and went to work on his father’s 
farm.
    He joined the IRA in 1918 (South Brigade) and served under Captain 
Jordan. He was promoted to Second Lieutenant in May 1922. During 
this time his home was searched by the Black and Tans, but nothing was 
found. He was present at the burning of the RIC Barracks in Ballindine. He 
was also present at the attempted capture of an RIC Constable, named 
McDonagh when he was home on leave.
    He took charge of the telephone exchange in Hollymount Post Office 
and used his position there to pass all information to the IRA. He was 
called out on several occasions to fell tress and also the destruction of a 
bridge. These were part of the IRA activities, to disrupt the RIC travel. He 
never neglected to carry out any duty.
    He was in training in Lackafirma, an IRA Training Camp in Co. Mayo, 
from March to May 1922. He was arrested in July 1922 and was detained 
in Custume Barracks, Athlone for four months for passing information to 
the IRA. His brother, Sgt John Hamrogue [Reg. No. 681] was on a tour of 
prisons, recognised him and got him released.
    My father returned home and studied to join An Garda Síochána. He 
passed the exam and was given Reg No. 4267. His first posting was to 
Grange, Co. Sligo on 23 August 1923. He was transferred to Mullingar on 
27 November 1925 and from there to Smear, Co. Longford on 18 February 1926. 
    While in Smear he received a monetary award for good police duties. He went to Arva on 8 July 1930 and married Rose 
Masterson in St. Francis Church, Moyne, Co. Longford in 1940.
    He was transferred to Swanlinbar on 9 July 1940 and was transferred to Kinlough on 17 August 1944. He also received a 
monetary award for good police duty while stationed there. He went to St. Vincent’s Hospital in Dublin 1954, for an operation 
and sadly passed away on 11 March 1954. The following day his remains were removed to Crossboyne Church, Co. Mayo. 
On the journey home, there was a Garda Representative in every town.

Yours faithfully
Donal Hamrogue (Son)

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to 
the Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.
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Of particular concern is that 26% 
of this cohort depend on the 

State Pension as the sole means 
of income with fewer than 60% 
of workers having occupational 
pensions. Workers paying the full rates 
of PRSI had expected to retire on the 
Contributory State Pension at 65 years 
in line with most fixed-term contracts 
of employment. 
     The very fine ‘Letter to the Editor’ 
by Thomas Heneghan from the 
Sligo-Leitrim Branch in the Winter 
2021 issue of Síocháin (page 47) has 
relevance and should be revisited 
when reading this article.
     To be fair, the Government 
was implementing a policy already 
brought into law in 2011 by a 
previous administration. The changes 
were based on the National Pension 
Framework Document to deal with 
the non-sustainability of the State 
Pension. The election outcome forced 
the incoming Government to rethink 
its strategy. 
     As part of the agreed Programme 

RED ALERT ON GUARDING 
YOUR PENSION

As pensions continue 
to be an emotive issue, 
it was hardly surprising 
therefore that one of the 
more controversial social 
issues to gain traction at 
the 2020 General Election 
was the proposal of the 
outgoing Government to 
increase incrementally the 
State Pension age from 
66 years upwards, writes 
Joe Dirwan, Central 
Committee & Monaghan 
Branch.

PENSIONS REPORT

The Commission on Pensions was chaired by Josephine Feehily, former Chair of the 
Revenue Commissioners and latterly of the Policing Authority. (Pic: Courtesy of RTE)

for Government, an independent 
review of the eligibility and payment of 
the contributory and non-contributory 
State Pensions was undertaken through 
the establishment of a Commission on 
Pensions. This was chaired by Josephine 
Feehily, former Chair of the Revenue 
Commissioners and latterly of the 
Policing Authority. 
     The Commission Report, including a 
suite of options and recommendations 
was published in October 2021. This 
included a recommendation that a 
PRSI rate of 4% would apply to Public 
Service Pensions. At the time of writing 
the Government’s response is awaited. 

CORNERSTONE OF ALL PENSIONS
The means-tested old age pension was 
first introduced in Ireland on 1 January 
1909. Life expectancy was under 50 
years at that time, partly due to the 
high mortality rate of 15% in infants 
under five years of age, a century 
earlier the infant mortality rate was 
46%. 
     Today life expectancy is 80+ years. 
The eligibility was broad with the 
qualifying age of 70 with the weekly 
rate set on sliding scale starting of 
five shillings. It was well received 
by the Irish public. The rates paid in 

some instances represented 50% of a 
labourer’s weekly wage; a similar rate 
was paid in England. 
     There were greater numbers of 
claimants in Ireland per capita as the 
age of recipients could not be proved. 
Compulsory Registration of Births 
took effect in 1874. The media of the 
time covered the public mood and 
jubilation with reports of ‘cart loads 
of female pensioners’ in Roscommon 
being driven to the post offices and in 
Monaghan, a pensioner on receiving 
his first payment, threw his hat in the 
air and shouted: ‘God Save the King’. 
It was reported that in Galway two 
elderly pensioners enquired if there was 
‘any back time’ with others elsewhere 
asking if the money was real.
     In Dublin, observers commented on 
the young looking ‘dames’ drawing 
the pension. On the establishment of 
the Free State in 1922, the government 
had to raise and finance their own 
budgets to pay for public services 
including the old age pension. Simply 
put, the fledgling State could not 
continue to match the rates paid in 
England. 
     In 1924 the Cumann na nGaedheal 
Government reduced the eligibility for 
pensions and cut the rates by 

www.oireachtas.ie/Seanad100
#Seanad100

Seanad 100 & An Garda Síochána
It was a Seanad Éireann amendment that resulted in a name 
change from the Civil Guard to An Garda Síochána in 1923.

It is widely accepted that Seanad Éireann has had a 
signifi cant impact on the shaping of legislation in 
Ireland and the fi rst Seanad proved its effectiveness 
in that and in legislative scrutiny. One such example 
was the proposed amendments by the Seanad, which 
were taken on-board by the Government, to change 
the name of the State’s planned police force from the 
Civic Guard to An Garda Síochana.

On the 2 of August, 1923, an amendment was moved 
by Senator MacLysaght relating to the Civic Guard Bill 
1923 which was destined to become the Garda Síochána 
(Temporary Provisions) Act, 1923.

‘I beg to move: In line 10 of the title to delete the 
Irish word “An” and to insert in lieu thereof the 
English word “the.”’

‘To delete the expression “Civic Guard” wherever the 
same occurs in the Bill (except where the same fi rst 
occurs in Sub-Section 2 of Section 21, and where the 
same fi rst occurs in Section 22), and to insert in lieu 
thereof the expression “Garda Síochána.”’

Senator Cummins seconded the amendment, “I beg 
to second.”

During the amendment debate Senator W.B. Yeats had 
this to say to Senator MacLysaght.

“I think the Senator is neglecting his duty. His duty 
is to make us all think in Irish, and not to make us 
all pretend that we are thinking in Irish.”

The amendment was put to the Senators and agreed, 
and Senator MacLysaght moved one more amendment.

‘I beg to move: Section 22, line, 29, after the words 
“police force” to add the words “and every mention 
or reference contained in any Act of the Oireachtas 
passed or to be passed in the present Session, of 
or to the Civic Guard shall, where the context so 
admits or requires, be construed and take effect as 
including a mention of or reference to the Garda 
Síochána established under this Act.”’

These Seanad Éireann amendments and the passing 
of the Bill by Dáil Éireann paved the way for the name 
change and the Irish police force we know today.

The tradition of organised policing in Ireland can 
be traced back to the establishment of the County 
Constabulary in 1822. The County Constabulary was 
a uniformed police force formed on a regional basis. 

Before this there was police force known as The Peace 
Preservation Force. This had been set up in 1816 through 
an act of the Westminster Parliament. 

In 1836 the Irish Constabulary (later to be known as 
the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC)) and the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police were established to replace the 
County Constabulary. 

Following the Civil War and the truce of July 1921 the 
RIC disbanded and a planned new police force, “The 
Civic Guard”, amended to the Garda Síochána na 
hÉireann on 8 August 1923 by the passing of the An 
Garda Síochána Act in both Houses of the Oireachtas, 
and was formed by Michael Collins and the Irish 
Government. The Dublin Metropolitan Police merged 
with An Garda Síochána in 1925.
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A native of Co. Galway, 
Joe joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1972 and 
spent most of his service in 
Co. Monaghan before he 
retired in 2012. Joe is the 
GSRMA Representative on 
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Servants, and previously 
held the role of AGSI 
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one shilling per 
week. While 
the cuts were 
restored, 
nonetheless 
it played a 
significant role in 
the defeat of that 
Government. The 
chagrin ‘you took 
a shilling of the 
pensioners’ still 
resonates in the 
public mindset 
today. 
     During the 
implementation 
of the severe 
austerity 
measures caused 
by the financial 
crisis of 2008-
13, the State 
Pension was 
not cut – lesson 
learned? During 
the 1970s, the 
pension age was gradually reduced to 65 before moving 
back to 66 in 2011. The State Contributory Pension is also 
a component part of all pensions for members who joined 
after 1 April 1995, paying the higher rate of PRSI. 
     An adjustment is made in their salaries to take account 
if the higher PRSI. Any change in the structure could have 
implications for those retiring as it will have for the rest of us 
with the proposals to pay PRSI contributions.

FUNDING STATE PENSIONS
The outcome of the Commission’s findings is that the 
present State Pension is not fiscally sustainable. And to 
avoid pensioners falling into the poverty trap ‘the entire 
community must pay by way of dedicated annual Exchequer 
contributions from general taxation into the Social Insurance 
Fund’. 
     At present pension payments are drawn from the Social 
Insurance Fund as are all other health benefits.  By 2050, 
there will only 2.3 people working against every one drawing 
the pension. Today the ratio is 4.5 workers per worker. 
     The shortfall in pension funding must be met by the 
Exchequer paying (10%) into the dedicated fund annually 
and a by increasing the rates of PRSI gradually from 
employers, future pensioners and self-employed. PRSI rates 
will be applied for the first time to pensioners in receipt of 
Public and Private Pensions and to all other income not now 
subject to PRSI by removing the exemption for those 66 or 
over. 
     The rate of PRSI will at Class K Rate of 4% and applied 
on all income above €100 per week with no benefits 
accruing. This will be contentious as it is equivalent to a 
pension cut, thus opening up a new battlefront on pensions. 
The Commission justifies the proposal as a means of showing 
‘community solidarity’. Social Welfare Payments will be 

exempt. 
     Under the proposals, workers’ over 65 could defer their 
pensions to 70 and thereafter draw down an increased 
pension. And, by amending Employment Law, workers’ 
voluntarily agreeing to do so, can work beyond 65 years to 
70 years. Pensioners can still retire at 65 years on full pension 
provided they have 45 years of PRSI contributions. 
     The eligibility age will be gradually increased by three 
months each year, eventually reaching 67 years in 2031, a 
further increase of three months every two years from 2033 
reaching 68 years in 2039. Pensioners providing long term 
care for over 20 years will be entitled to the Contributory 
State Pension. I will be returning to the Commission’s report 
in future editions of Síocháin.
     So that’s a flavour of what’s to come on the Pensions/PRSI 
debate and I will be returning to the Commission’s report 
in future editions of Síocháin. Isn’t it evident that we in the 
GSRMA and across the public sector unions need a united 
front to ensure that our hard-earned pensions are preserved 
and not diminished in value or benefit?

GSRMA PENSION INCREASES 
At the time of writing, the 1% payable from 1 February 2022 
under the Building Momentum Public Service Agreement has 
not been factored in and we await instructions from NSSO/
PSSC in the matter.
     The unresolved matters from Rent Allowance integration 
have seen a further 25 members paid in February (with 
arrears where applicable), with the remaining dwindling 
number to follow on to full resolution in the coming months. 
     The GSRMA is still actively pursuing a few remaining 
matters surrounding the date of applicability of the 
integration – serving members were awarded the rent 
allowance integration from 1 January 2017 with retired 
members awarded some eight months later on 1 September 
2017.
     The GSRMA is also following up the appropriate increases 
due to fixed allowances in the nature of pay resulting from 
the above integration as well as the application of increases 
due to these allowances resulting from the public sector pay 
agreements over the last few years, including the PSSA 2018-
20 and the current Building Momentum agreement.

The Commission Report, published in 
October 2021, included a recommendation 
that a PRSI rate of 4% would apply to public 
service pensions.

PENSIONS REPORT
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THE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
When the bells tolled on 31 December 2021 and a new year dawned on 1 January 2022, the 
centenary of the founding of An Garda Síochána and its commemorations was quickly upon us, 
writes Rita Delaney, Central Committee & Dublin West Branch. Here she provides an update on the 
GSRMA’s ‘Capturing Our History’ Project.

CENTENARY PROJECT

About the Author: Rita Delaney 
is a member of GSRMA’s Dublin 
West Branch and represents the 
Dublin Region on the Central 
Committee. She is Chair of the 
Centenary Committee, tasked 
with implementing the GSRMA’s 
‘Capturing Our History’ Project. 
Rita joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1984 and served in many 
locations including Dublin City, 
Garda College and Garda HQ.
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It is very hard for us to imagine the men who joined the 
new police force in those uncertain days of February 1922. 

The Civic Guard, which was to be unarmed, was born in a 
situation where the country was politically fragile with a civil 
war looming on the horizon. 
     After a short training period in a variety of locations, most 
of these men were sent to the far-flung corners of Ireland 
to capture the hearts and minds of the people and that is 
exactly what they did. What an achievement. Be proud the 
men of ’22.
     It seems a long time since the GSRMA decided that our 
contribution to the centenary commemorations would be a 
project called ‘Capturing Our History’. This entailed gathering 
and recording an oral history of the Force from its foundation 
in those dark days of February 1922. We had no idea at the 
time that COVID-19 was just around the corner. Despite this, 
getting to this point where we have just launched the project 
is a marvellous achievement. 
     The project was launched first launch on 9 February 2022 
(at 7am) – 100 years to the exact date that the first meeting 
was held in Room ‘85’ of the Gresham Hotel to establish 
the Civic Guard, chaired by General Michael Collins in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Provisional Government. 

A LASTING TRIBUTE 
It is timely that the GSRMA has undertaken this work, 
leading up to and during the centenary year and I hope it 
will be a worthy and lasting tribute and legacy to those who 
have preceded us, including those brave 89 members who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice performing their sworn duty to the 
people of the Irish State. 
     Following my bilingual introduction, our President Matt 
Givens launched the GSRMA’s Oral History Project, which 
unfortunately had to be a virtual launch. John O’Brien 
from the Central Committee subsequently narrated several 
extracts from the many interviews we have recorded on the 
three agreed topics for the launch:
• Pre and Post 1922  
• Women in An Garda Síochána
• Dublin/Monaghan Bombings

Whilst the pandemic has inhibited our ability to organise 
and launch our project in the ‘live’ environment, the launch 
is a foretaste of what is to come when we do eventually 
host a live event. We look forward to meeting all our retired 

members on that occasion. 
     This is by no means the end of our project. We have 
many more interviews to do and will gather over 100 
interviews already secured to be edited and prepared 
for inclusion on the link on the GSRMA’s website www.
gardaretired.com and these can also be accessed on www.
gsrmacapturingourhistory.com.    
     This work would not have been possible without the 
dedicated assistance of my colleagues on the Centenary 
Working Group, the Central Committee, Mick, Marina and 
Michael Heffernan and our dedicated team of interviewers. 
Most of all I wish to thank our interviewees for your 
contribution to the project. 
     I would also like to thank our academic advisor Dr. Tomás 
MacConmara and technical co-ordinator Jamie Furey, for 
their skills and guidance. We hope you enjoy listening and 
viewing our history as told by you, our members.



This year marks an important milestone in the history 
of An Garda Síochána, as we celebrate the centenary 

since the foundation of the force. 
     More importantly, we all remember the sacrifices made 
as well as the hurt and pain foisted on the families of 
these brave members. Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad.
     This 8 June 2022 will mark 50 years since Inspector 
Sam Donegan was murdered on the Cavan/Fermanagh 

border.
     Plans are afoot with Sam’s family, GSRMA House, 
GSRMA Cavan Branch and An Garda Síochána to mark 
this anniversary in a fitting way. 
     We have discussed the matter with Sam’s family and 
an action plan is now in place to ensure that a suitable 
location/memorial where Sam’s sacrifice to the Irish State 
may be suitably commemorated.

GARDA COMMEMORATIONS

ROLL OF HONOUR 
REMEMBERS OUR HEROES
With Saturday 1 January 2022 having signalled the significance of this year to members of 
the GSRMA and An Garda Síochána, it will be more poignantly remembered by the families, 
friends and colleagues in respect of the 89 members listed on the Garda Síochána’s Roll of 
Honour, writes Mick Lernihan, General Secretary & Bray Branch.

The 50th anniversary since Inspector Sam Donegan was murdered on the Cavan/Fermanagh border 
will be marked on 8 June, and plans are afoot with Sam’s family, GSRMA House, GSRMA Cavan 

Branch and An Garda Síochána to remember the event in a fitting way. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Other anniversaries from our Roll of Honour taking place 
during the months of January, February and March over 
the last 100 years include the following members:
29 January 1924 - Patrick O’Halloran was shot dead at 
point-blank range pursuing armed criminal bank raiders at 
Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow.
11 March 1924 - Arthur Nolan, DMP, was killed when he 
was struck over the head with a hatchet in Pearse Street 
Station by an intruder.
21 March 1931 - John David Curtin was ambushed and 
assassinated by members of the Anti-Treaty IRA for his 
work combatting them at Tipperary, Co. Tipperary.
14 February 1932 - Patrick McGeehan was fatally 
wounded after attempting to shield Patrick Reynolds from 
assassination while on close protection duty at 
Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim.
8 January 1933 - Eugene McCarthy accidentally drowned 
after rescuing a person from George’s Quay, Cork.
18 January 1934 - Patrick Forde and Michael Joseph 
Kennelly accidentally drowned after the vehicle left the 
road following a patient transfer in Galway City.
3 January 1940 - John Roche was shot dead after 
stopping and attempting to question a member of 
the Anti-Treaty IRA in Cork City.
21 January 1948 – Sean Gantly was shot dead accidentally 
during a search by detectives for escaped prisoners in 
Dublin’s Docklands.
22 January 1958 - Thomas Michael O’Driscoll was 
accidentally killed in a road traffic collision while on patrol 
at Redhills, Co. Cavan.
15 March 1963 - John Michael Fitzsimons was accidentally 
killed by a vehicle while investigating a road traffic 
collision at Monasterevin, Co. Kildare.
26 January 1970 - Seán Masterson also accidentally killed 
in a road traffic collision while on motorcycle duty at the 
Naas Road, Dublin.

Other centenary anniversaries from our Roll of Honour 
during January, February and March will be held to 
remember those who lost their lives. 

7 January 1973 - James Doody was accidentally killed in 
a road traffic collision while responding to an emergency 
call in Cork.
12 February 1982 - James Gerard Downey was 
accidentally killed in a road traffic collision while en route 
to specialist training in Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
20 February 1982 - Patrick Gerald Reynolds was fatally 
shot by an Irish National Liberation Army gunman while 
investigating a report of suspicious activity in Tallaght, Co. 
Dublin.
24 February 1982 - Nathy Cawley and Patrick Ruttledge 
were both accidentally killed in a road traffic collision 
while in a military explosives convoy at Broomfield, Co. 
Monaghan.
18 February 1989 - David Brian Dowd was accidentally 
killed when hit by a train while pursuing thieves on foot 
at Sutton, Co. Dublin.
27 January 1990 - John McMahon who was accidentally 
run over while on foot patrol in Carlow.
14 February 1990 - Joseph F. X. Wilkinson was 
accidentally killed in a road traffic incident while 
transferring a prisoner in Cashel, Co. Tipperary.
20 January 1993 - Michael Joseph Lawless was 
also accidentally killed in a road traffic collision at 
Cliffoney, Co. Sligo.
26 January 1998 - Eoin Peter Fitzgerald was accidentally 
killed in a road traffic collision while on patrol in the 
Mount Merrion area of South Dublin.
5 March 2002 - Paul Colleran was also accidentally 
killed in a road traffic collision returning from Court in 
Kinnegad, Co. Westmeath.
25 February 2007 - Brian Kelleher was accidentally killed 
alongside Fireman Michael Liston while directing traffic at 
the scene of an accident at Foynes, Co. Limerick.
25 January 2013 - Adrian Donohoe was callously 
murdered during a credit union robbery at Lordship, Co. 
Louth.

Guíonn Cumann Chomhaltaí ar Scor an Gharda Síochána 
Suaimhneas Síoraí ort.

About the Author: GSRMA 
General Secretary since 2020 
Mick Lernihan hails from Mervue, 
Galway City. He first joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1977, 
and served in Dun Laoghaire, 
Shankill, Blacklion, Blackrock, A 
Branch, Ennistymon, GIAS, Bray, 
Cyprus and finally Leixlip, before 
he retired in 2012. 



Moving towards Spring and early Summer, we are optimistic that our social activities will be 
returning to normal. Our January outing was cancelled as it was unsafe to travel due to very 
high numbers of Omicron COVID-19 cases. Our priority, as always, is the health, safety and 
welfare of our members, writes Marie Roche, Central Committee & Naas Branch.

With the restrictions now lifted we can look 
forward to our rescheduled five-night break in 

Bundoran, which now takes place on 3-8 April at the 
four-star Great Northern Hotel. 
     Enjoy five nights Dinner, B&B, evening 
entertainment, full use of gym and leisure centre and 
there will be lots of activities to make your break more 
memorable and very enjoyable. 
     Our talent competition, last held in January 2020 
(pre-pandemic), takes place on Wednesday 6 April, 
with fantastic prizes for the winner and runners-up, 
so you can be assured of a wonderful afternoon of 
entertainment. Who’s up for singing ‘The Homes of 
Donegal’ better than Paul Brady?
     We will have an organised day tour and once more 
a visit to the Monastery in Rossnowlagh for a Mass 
to remember our deceased members and family who 
have passed away and also for everyone’s intentions. 
Make sure to pack your dancing shoes as there will 
be dancing every night and we also will have an Irish 
cabaret evening.
     There will be an enjoyable Easter Dinner on the 
final night, and the Easter Bunny might just pop in to 
say hello. For the ladies, bring a hat and accessories 
as we are organising how to make your Easter Bonnet 
– the gents are welcome to engage as well. There are 
prizes for the best entry. And there’s more…. 
     We will have a cocktail making demonstration 
where you can later impress your family and friends 
with your exotic mixes. Pick up from and return to 
Sligo Train Station will be available for those who 
travel by public transport.
You can be assured of a wonderful break in this lovely 
hotel with entertainment to suit all tastes, or just sit 
back, relax and enjoy the sea views. Cost of the outing 
is €340 for five nights and single room supplement 
is €20 per night extra. For bookings contact Marie 
Roche, 086-0854654. Frank Fitzpatrick, 086-6080697, 
or Michael O Riordan, 086-8177985.

Santa Susana: We have spoken with our tour 
operators regarding the outing to Spain, which has 
been rescheduled on so many occasions. At this 
time, we are proceeding with caution and remain 
hopeful that we will be able to visit Santa Susana in 
September. Those who had previously booked will 
receive a letter and get first opportunity to re-book. 
We will have a further update in the summer issue. So, 
slán and hope to see you all in Bun Dobhráin!

THE HOMES OF 
DONEGAL……

About the Author: Marie Roche is 
GSRMA Vice-President and a member 
of the Central Committee. Marie 
represents the Naas Branch and the 
Leinster Region. Marie is the Chair 
of the GSRMA’s Social Committee 
and together with Frank Fitzpatrick 
and Michael O’Riordan, are always 
seeking best value for our members in 
entertainment, price and the craic.

The Great Northern Hotel’s location offers a great opportunity for 
bracing walks overlooking the Atlantic and the lovely vista of Tullan 
Strand. For golf enthusiasts why not pack those clubs and enjoy a few 
rounds on the course, situated on the hotel’s doorstep.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
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UNDERSTANDING 
OSTEOPOROSIS – 
POROUS BONES

This article is written for information and guidance 
purposes only. Always consult with professional(s) when 
seeking any medical service.

Anyone can develop Osteoporosis – men, women 
and children. However, women aged over 65 are in 

the highest risk group, as they will have gone through 
the menopause, which is when a significant amount 
of bone can be lost. And 90% of fractured hips due 
to osteoporosis – and 7 out of 10 fractures happen to 
women.
     There are approximately 200 causes of bone loss. 
Some are secondary effects from other diseases and 
others are lifestyle choices. Risk factors include the 
menopause, family history especially relating to a broken 
hip, radiation, chemotherapy and some treatments for 
breast and prostate cancer. 
     Other risk factors may include rheumatoid arthritis, 
Coeliac disease/gluten sensitivity and low levels of sex 
hormones in females and males, anorexia/bulimia, 
over-exercising, lack of weight-bearing exercise, many 
medications such as protein pump inhibitors, others that 
contain cortisone such as steroid asthmatic inhalers, some 
anti-depressants and some water pills. Low calcium and/or 
Vitamin D levels, physiological or psychological stress with 
smoking and excess alcohol are also potential factors. 

Signs/symptoms of possible undiagnosed osteoporosis: 
A broken bone caused by a trip or 
fall from a standing position, or less even, if on cement 
or ice. Upper, middle or low back pain – intermittent 
or constant back pain. Loss of height – you are getting 
shorter. 
     Your head mat be protruding forward from your 
body. Your shoulders have become rounded. A hump 

Osteoporosis is a disease that effects the inside of your bones, making them fragile and easily 
breakable when affected. It is preventable and treatable in most people. A person can be 
diagnosed with Osteopenia – the early stage of osteoporosis – in their hips and osteoporosis 
in their back, or the reverse. Bone health can be improved in all ages. Report by Frank 
Fitzpatrick, Welfare Committee & Dublin North Branch.

is developing 
on your back. 
Your shape 
is changing, 
a pot belly is 
developing – so, 
when bones 
collapse, posture 
is affected.
     Untreated 
Osteoporosis 
can lead to the 
breaking of 
multiple bones, 
which in turn 
can lead to incontinence, disfigurement, pain and loss of 
independence. It is estimated that only 19% of people 
with bone loss are diagnosed, hence the necessity to 
check, if you have risk factors in this area.

Diagnosis for Osteoporosis: A DXA scan will show 
if you have low bone density. It is the recommended 
procedure and takes about 15 minutes. It is painless and 
not claustrophobic. It is recommended that this scan is 
undertaken every two years. It may also be called DEXA 
scan (Dual Energy Xray Absorptiometry).
     A DXA scan measures the bone density in the bones of 
your spine. It also measures the lumbar vertebrae – lower 
back. It also scans one or both hips.
     The IOS (Irish Osteoporosis Society) recommends that 
both hips be scanned. The scan may also include a lateral 
vertebral assessment. This is called DXA with LVA (side 
view). 
A DXA scan with LVA should be done if you have any of 
the following: 

WELFARE REPORT
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• You have been told that you have broken bones in 
your back.

• You have back pain (intermittent or constant). 
• You have lost height (getting shorter).
• You have a scoliosis, or one has developed.
• You have one or two hip replacements.
• You are wheelchair- bound, or bed bound.
• Your mobility (walking) is impaired.
• You have either present or past history of an eating 

disorder.
• You have Osteoarthritis, as this can give a false higher 

reading in the area scanned on a DXA scan.

Basic explanation of DXA scan results: 
1. Mild Osteopenia = Score -1 to -149.
2. Moderate Osteopenia = T score -15 to -199.
3. Marked Osteopenia = T score of -2 to -249.
4. Osteoporosis = T score of -25 or higher.
5. Severe Osteoporosis = T score of -3 or higher.

Best treatment for Osteoporosis: This depends on your 
age and your DXA scan results. Your medial history is 
also relevant. Calcium and Vitamin D are essential for 
preventing bone loss, which should be obtained from 
food and only supplemented if this is not possible.

Exercises for those with bone loss exercise: Be careful 
with the type of exercises and stretches. Adults need 30 
minutes of weight-bearing exercise daily while children 
need 60 minutes.
Exercises not recommended for those with bone loss: 
Many stretches such as touching your toes with your 
leg straight. High impact step aerobics trampolines and 
regular sit ups. Lifting heavy weights or objects. Twisting 
your back with your feet not moving as you twist, skiing 
and vibrating machines. Senior citizens should not lift 
babies or children, as this can be dangerous for the 
grandparent, and the child!

Checklist for Healthy and Happy Bones:
• Calcium and Vitamin D3 helps to build strong bones 

and are essential throughout life. Vitamin D3 can 
be found in oily fish, such as salmon, tuna, sardines, 
mackerel, halibut and herring. Eating oily fish twice 
weekly can help get your Vitamin D3, depending on 
portion size.

• Calcium can be found in some foods, such as dairy 
products (milk, cheese and yoghurt), especially 
fortified milk as they have Vitamin D3 and Calcium. 
Bread, nuts, sesame seeds, dried fruit and tofu 
contain calcium as well as some dark green 
vegetables, some brands of orange juice, while most 

breakfast cereals have added calcium.
• Eggs contain Vitamin D3 and most milk products and 

margarines are fortified with Vitamin D3, in addition 
to breakfast cereals, soya milk, and rice milk.

• Low levels of Vitamin D are very common in Ireland, 
mainly due to the lack of sunshine. We may have 
sunny days in May, June and July/August – so 15 
minutes a day in the sun would be beneficial. 
However, it is essential to protect yourself from 
excessive sun, so judicious use of sun block is also 
essential. If you burn easily, then you must be very 
careful in relation to sun exposure. In the winter it is 
extremely important to ensure that you are getting 
enough of Vitamin D3. In Ireland 74% of adults and 
88% of primary school children have less than half of 
the recommended daily amount of Vitamin D.

• Women and men of 50 years plus with bone loss 
need 1200 mg of calcium per day.

Good diet, suitable exercise, fall prevention, appropriate 
monitoring/diagnosis and positive links with the 
Irish Osteoporosis Society can all assist in alleviating 
osteoporosis in our population. To prevent yourself from 
developing bone loss contact the Irish Osteoporosis
Society at Unit 1B, Clonskeagh Square, Clonskeagh Dublin 
14, D14AOK8. Tel: 01-6375050:
Email: info@irishosteoporosis.ie. Website: 
www.irishosteoporosis.ie. 
     This article is another in a long series of articles 
commissioned and written by the Welfare
Committee. If you have a topic that you feel is worth 
highlighting contact the Welfare Committee via the 
GSRMA email editor@gardaretired.com.

About the Author: 
The GSRMA Welfare 
Committee comprises 
Frank Fitzpatrick, Marie 
Landy and Michael 
Lewis – GSRMA Central 
Committee Members. 
This committee is 
committed to informing 
the membership of 
matters which can 
affect their health and 
wellbeing as well as 
social matters. It is a matter for each member to 
decide on their correct course of action themselves 
regarding their safety, health and wellbeing.
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THE GREY-HAIRED 
HERCULES FROM CLARE

There comes a time in 
every athlete’s career, 
regardless of the sport or 
level of play, when the 
whistle blows for the last 
time. Although many 
have tried, Father Time is 
a proven foe accustomed 
to winning. But not 
always, writes Christopher 
Warner, as he looks back 
over the life and times 
of P.J. Bermingham, the 
Olympian discus thrower 
from Clare.

For P.J. Bermingham, old age 
presented just another challenge to 

overcome. The barrel-chested Olympian 
ruled the discus for nearly two decades, 
a remarkable span that saw him 
compete at a world-class standard well 
into his 50s.
 Born Patrick Joseph Bermingham 
on the ides of March, 1886 in Moyasta, 
Co. Clare to Thomas Bermingham and 
his wife Margaret (née McGrath), ‘PJ’ 
would experience plenty of triumphs 
and turmoil throughout his life. But 
unlike the ill-fated Roman general — 
the affable Bannerman managed to 
weather all storms despite the long 
odds stacked against him.
 In the last quarter of the 19th 
century, scores of families in West and 
East Clare faced severe agricultural 
depression and excessive so called 
rack-rents. Poor farmers not only went 
cold and hungry but were forced to 
endure the constant threat of ‘crowbar 
brigades’ and battering rams during the 
so-called ‘Land War’.

 In 1888, the Bermingham’s, a clan 
that eventually numbered 11 children, 
were evicted from their home on the 
Vandeleur Estate. But not without a 
fight. They barricaded the homestead 
and dug in, holding off a small army 
of ‘besiegers’ comprised of bailiffs, 
emergency men, soldiers and members 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC). 
 Subsequently, Thomas spent nine 
months in the Limerick jail for resisting 
arrest. On his release from Limerick 
Jail and having no way home, he 
hitched a ride on a boat in Limerick 
Docks through the Shannon Estuary to 
Cappagh Pier in Kilrush, Co. Clare.

FOLLOWING BROTHERS’ FOOTSTEPS
If there was any silver lining to 
these early hardships, P.J. honed his 
prodigious strength with rigorous daily 
farming chores — sweat and toil that 
ultimately saw him sprout to six feet 
one inch and tip the scales at nearly 20 
stone. 
 At age 21, the muscular young man 

joined his older brothers, Michael and 
Thomas in the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police (DMP). Both PJ and Michael 
transitioned into An Garda Síochána 
while Thomas was pensioned off in 
1923.
 The law enforcement profession 
also extended to other family 
members, including two generations 
in China. John O’Toole, the husband 
of Bermingham’s older sister, Ellen, 
initially served in the RIC before arriving 
in Shanghai, where he became the 
Assistant Police Commissioner. Later, 
Catherine O’Connell (nee Bermingham) 
had two daughters marry lawmen 
stationed in China and her son Michael 
served in the Shanghai Municipal 
Police’s Gaol Branch.

ACCOLADES IN ATHLETICS ARENA
Bermingham’s size, strength and smarts 
soon led him to the sporting arena, 
albeit via a rather unorthodox path. His 
entry to athletics began in 1910 while 
on his summer holiday away from 

Eviction of the Bermingham family 
in 1888 at Moyasta, Co. Clare.

P.J. BERMINGHAM
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P.J. Bermingham with his wife Catherine and family.

Dublin. 
 At a sports meeting in Knock, he 
showcased his well-rounded talents 
by winning the long jump, high jump 
and 56-pound throw without follow. 
He continued to impress the following 
season at the annual DMP sport but 
didn’t find his true calling for another 
eight years.  
 Early references to the discus can be 
found in Homer’s ‘Iliad’ and ‘Odyssey’. 
The throwing contest was introduced 
as part of the pentathlon in the ancient 
Olympic Games and immortalised in the 
5th century BC by sculptor Myron with 
his iconic statue, Discobolus. 
 The modern throwing style involves 
a graceful whirling motion combined 
with quickness and explosive power – a 
discipline ideally suited for the multi-
talented policeman.
 Bermingham described his 
introduction to the event in the ‘Garda 
Review’: “In 1919, at the approach of 
the Irish Championships, something 
prompted me that I could throw the 
discus.” 
 He practiced heaving the platter in 
an open field for the next three nights 
after work. His hunch paid off. With 
less than a week of training, the raw 
novice captured his first of ten national 
discus titles (an accomplishment never 
surpassed). 
 Six weeks later, he broke the Irish 

record with a throw of 126’ 11” at 
Lansdowne Road (now Aviva Stadium) 
in Dublin. He would eclipse the distance 
on ten separate occasions, including a 
lifetime best of 151’ 6” while capturing 
the 1927 Leinster Championships in 
Carlow. 
 The mark stood until 1939 when 
fellow Garda Ned Tobin (see Síocháin 
Autumn 2020) surpassed his mentor 
with a throw 152’ 6 1/2”.

SPORTING SUCCESS DURING 
HOSTILITIES
His achievements were all the more 
impressive, considering the tumultuous 
era in which he competed. In 1914, 
while posted to the Green Street 
Barracks, which covered the city north 
of the Liffey, he became entangled in a 
prelude of hostilities to come. 
 DMP had been called in to disrupt 
a unit of Irish Volunteers unloading 
1,500 Mauser rifles at Howth Harbour. 
Bermingham refused. And two years 
later, during the Easter Uprising, the 
Clare-born Constable arrested a British 
soldier for shooting indiscriminately into 
a crowd. 
 By the time the Irish Free State had 
finally gained independence and the 
guns of a bloody Civil War fell silent, 
the Emerald Isle began the arduous 
process of nation-building. Sport 
would play an integral role in this 

development, demonstrating its new 
sovereignty and national identity. 

OLYMPIC GAMES – PARIS 1924
As a result, top athletes such as 
Bermingham assumed the role of 
sporting ambassadors – an international 
stage that included the 1924 Olympic 
Games in Paris. 
 Although many Irish-born athletes 
had previously won Olympic gold 
medals under the flag of other nations, 
the 38-year-old Bermingham stood 
well-positioned to become the first 
athlete to win under the tricolour. 
However, a combination of bad luck 
and dubious officiating sealed his fate.
 Several eyewitness accounts and 
newspaper reports confirmed that he 
launched the farthest throw in the 
competition only to have it ruled a foul 
by the judges. An explanation was 

P.J. Bermingham during his early sporting 
days – and the Gold Medal, which he 
won at the Tailteann Games in 1924
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never given. 
 Bermingham later recalled the incident as the only regret of his 
long, storied career: “My third throw that day was the winning throw 
but was disallowed for some reason which I never found out. There 
are several people who could verify this, who were present at the 
contest, including General Murphy the team manager. It was my one 
ambition to be the world champion and I succeeded and failed in the 
one day.”
 Undeterred, he continued setting records and collecting trophies 
– and all the while steadily improving like a rare, fine wine. Along the 
way, he started a family with his wife, Catherine (the sister of John 
O’Toole), whom he had married on 2 November 1922 in Lissycasey, 
Co. Clare. Together they raised four children – Marjorie, Patrick, Tom 
and Kathleen. A handsome brood of grandchildren would follow. 

DISCUS-THROWING PROWESS
When the DMP amalgamated with An Garda Síochána in 1925, 
Bermingham anchored the juggernaut blue and white teams that 
dominated the competition for years to come while guiding future 
standouts on the force. It is worth noting the grey-haired Hercules 
kept competing until the start of WWII, giving him the unique 
distinction of being a national champion and record holder before 
and after the foundation of An Garda Síochána.
 In addition to his discus-throwing prowess, Bermingham added 
eight national titles in the 56lb throw – four for distance (1923, 
1925-27) and four for height (1923, 1925-26, 1929). Other victories 
included the 1924 Tailteann Games and five crowns at the British 
Athletics Championships (best known as the ‘AAA’), culminating with 
his final victory there in 1934 at the ripe age of 48 years.
 Since its inception, the AAA was open to all athletes from the 
UK as well as foreign athletes. In retrospect, however, the English 
governing body may have considered banning the Irish. Past winners 
such as P.J. Bermingham, Dennis Horgan, Tom Kiely and Dr. Pat 
O’Callaghan held a virtual stranglehold on throwing events for more 
than a half century. 

FLYING TRICOLOUR FLAG
At the 1926 meet in London, an incident further cemented 
Bermingham’s legacy – not that he needed to. As per custom, 
officials placed the flag of the thrower’s country to mark the 
distance. However, when the Union Jack was used for  
Bermingham’s winning toss, he protested until the proper banner 
was rightfully unfurled. Erin go Bragh indeed.
 Bermingham, having previously ascended to the rank of Inspector, 
retired from the force on 14 March 1943. He then continued his 
civic duty by serving on the Dublin City Council, representing No. 8 
Borough Electoral Area (Ballsbridge). On 19 January 1959, he passed 
away and was interred at Mount Jerome Cemetery in Dublin.

About the Author: Christopher Warner is an Irish-American actor 
and freelance writer. He’s a frequent contributor to Síocháin and has 
written for several magazines and websites across multiple genres, 
including Military History Matters, WWII Quarterly, Aviation History, 
Ireland’s Own, and Irish America. He currently resides in Co. Kerry 
with his wife, Maureen and their brood of cats. P.J. Bermingham’s Headstone

Bermingham ascended to the rank of Inspector, before 
he retired from the force on 14 March 1943.
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THE LALORS MARCH TO THE 
BEAT OF GARDA BAND

Frank Lalor looks back over his family’s long-standing involvement with An Garda 
Síóchána. His father and uncle were members of the first Garda Band at the Depot in 
the Phoenix Park, - his dad Mark was the bass drummer while his uncle Pat was the 
Band Sergeant and played the trombone. 

Two brothers, Mark and Pat Lalor from Trim, Co. 
Meath, joined the fledgling force in the early and mid-

1920s. Pat [Reg. No. 3104] joined on 12 January 1923, 
aged 20, while Mark [Reg. No. 7229] joined on 19 March 
1926, aged 18.
 Prior to joining the force, Pat had been involved in the 
War of Independence and took part in the burning of 
the RIC Barracks in Trim in September 1920. Our parents’ 
home in Trim was raided in reprisal by the Black and Tans. 
Pat escaped and hid overnight in a grave in the church 
grounds, opened for the funeral the next day by the 
parish priest.
 Both brothers were stationed at the Depot in the 
Phoenix Park and were members of the first Garda Band. 
Pat was the Band Sergeant and played the trombone, 
while Mark was the bass drummer.  
 Following severe pleurisy, Pat had to cease playing 
the trombone. He left the band and became Company 
Sergeant, dealing with pay and conditions. After 31 years 
of service, he retired and went to sea as Master at Arms 
on a ship carrying emigrants to Australia. 
 He then became Master at Arms on the Cunard luxury 
liner ‘Caronia’, known as the ‘Green Goddess of the Seas’ 
on which he made several trips around the world. Failing 
sight put an early end to his travels and he returned to his 
native Trim where he died on 29 January 1992, aged 89.

TALL DAD MAKES HIS MARK
As children, my two brothers and I were proud of our 6’ 
6’’ tall dad, Mark, in his smart uniform – a special one for 
band members. We followed the band at their summer 
performances at the Horse Show in the RDS and the 
bandstand on Dun Laoghaire pier. Recruits on Inspection 
Parade on the Depot Square would have marched to the 
beat of his drum. That beat would also have poignantly 
sounded on long processions at the funerals of comrades. Pat and Mark Lalor pictured at the Garda Headquarters in 1950.

LALOR GARDA HISTORY
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This photograph of the Garda Band, dating from 1929, was submitted by Sgt Tony Fennessy, Harcourt Terrace Station. It was given 
to him by a relative of P. Young (sixth from left in the second row).

The Garda Band

 In the bitter winter of 1943, he was deployed on what 
he called “foreign service” to Donegal during an outbreak 
of Foot and Mouth disease. There was great camaraderie 
among the members of the band who seemed to enjoy 
playing practical jokes on each other. Groups of friends 
went turf-cutting or kept greyhounds (in the wife’s name, 
of course!). Dad kept a few which were more family pets 
than big prize winners.
 His other duties, apart from the Band, included Night 
Sentry at the main gate of Garda H.Q. As children, we 
didn’t like him being out in the cold and dark, armed with 
a revolver and allied with our mother’s provisions, not 
just for him, but for his companions on duty for the night 
shift. 

 Her apple tart was famous and fondly referred to as 
“cakey pie”. Things at the Phoenix Park H.Q. were fairly 
quiet in the 1940s and 50s and the biggest threat might 
be a gorilla escaping from the zoo across the road!

FROM DRUMMER TO DRIVER
Dad’s time in the Garda Band was very happy but that 
came to an end when he suffered a back injury while 
being transported to perform traffic duty at Fairyhouse 
Races – so his drumming days were over. 
 He transferred to the Barrack Master’s Office, where 
his various duties included occasionally driving the 
Commissioner or a government minister and going to 
Cork to take delivery of a new Ford car for the Garda. 
After 33 years’ service, Mark retired to his native Trim on 
2 March 1959 where he died on 21 February 1995, aged 
87.
 The family connection with the Gardaí continued 
with Mark’s and Pat’s nephew, Supt John Keegan. 
In a career spanning almost 40 years, John served in 
various roles and retired recently as a Superintendent at 
Garda Headquarters, where he worked with the Senior 
Management Team. 
 We are proud of our involvement with a police force, 
which our father Mark liked to remind us was called ‘An 
Garda Síochána – Guardians of the Peace’. Happy 100th 
Birthday for 2022 to the present and past members of An 
Garda Síochána and your families.

LALOR GARDA HISTORY 



A TIME TO REMEMBER – 
A TIME TO RECALL

I was one of 250 young men who 
joined the Guards on 3 November 

1954. Training was at the Garda 
Depot in the Phoenix Park. Training 
Officer was Chief Supt Harry O’Mara 
(Reg. No. 1888] from Co. Clare. 
 Half of the men were billeted at 
the Garda Depot while the remainder 
were sent to stations throughout 
the city. It being winter months and 
central heating not yet available 
several young men would be selected 
each morning to draw barrows full of 
turf to the offices and classrooms. 
 That winter I recall several large 
reeks of turf in the Phoenix Park. One 
of my first recollections when I came 
to Dublin was to see droves of cattle 
being driven down the North Circular 
Road from the Cattle Market to the 
boat for shipping.

COMPLETION OF GARDA TRAINING
On completion of training in the 
Spring of 1955 we were sent to our 
stations. I was sent to Dundrum 
Station in South Dublin. 
 The Sergeant-in-Charge was 
Patrick Campbell [Reg. No. 480], 
who told us he joined the force at 
its inception in the Spring of 1922. 
As a newly promoted Sergeant, one 
of his first duties was to take over 
the barracks from the RIC and to get 
it ready for occupation for the new 
Civic Guards. 
 He also told us how difficult 

service was in early 1922 with attacks 
on members and on the stations. 
The hours were long, often doing 
split shifts with very little time off. He 
got two days off in the month, then 
known as monthly leave. This was to 
be the same for us and it took until 
1970 when the Conroy Commission 
brought in more regular working 
hours with extra time off.
 It was normal for new members 
to be accommodated at their stations 
where sleeping and dining was 
normally available. Station furniture 
was very primitive. The Day Room 
had a long table on a steel frame 
with a six-foot-long bench to sit on, 
no chairs. Station records were kept 
on shelves in this room. There were 
wooden shutters on the windows 
with a bar going across to hold the 
shutters in place. 
 It was then usual to be serving 
with members with very low 
registration numbers like Sergeant 
Campbell. I recall one man whose 
registered number was 450, 
another member was 613. My first 
Superintendent was Leo Maher in 
Rathfarnham, a jolly Dublin man and 
his number was 702.

TRANSFER TO TALLAGHT STATION
After about a year here I was sent 
across to Tallaght Station – a small 
bungalow outside the village which 
is now a funeral home. Outside 
the station the tram tracks were 
still visible from the time the trams 
travelled as far as Blessington. 
Tallaght Sub-District was then a rural 
farming community. 
 The N81 national road had yet 
to be built as had the Tallaght Town 
Centre, the Shopping Centre and 
the Hospital. The only commercial 
buildings I can recall were a few 

factories on the Old Belgard Road. 
After a few years here I did a 
motorcycle course and was sent to 
Rathcoole Station. 
 The telephone number at the 
station at that time was ‘Rathcoole 
2’. You had to go through the local 
telephone exchange to make or 
receive calls. The M7 Motorway had 
yet to be built with the result that the 
traffic from the south to and from 
Dublin had to go through Rathcoole 
Village. The singer Joseph Locke lived 
locally and was a good friend of the 
station party. He was a member of 
the RUC in Belfast but left to pursue 
his singing career.

MOVING TO DUBLIN’S NORTHSIDE 
On marriage in 1959, I was sent 
to Swords Station in North Dublin. 
The Roscommon County footballer 
Brendan Lynch was a member of 
the station party but had left on 
promotion. There was a custom in 
North County Dublin known as ‘The 
Mummers’ where local men would 
go from house to house collecting for 
the poor. It ceased in the 1950s as 
those taking part were passing on. 
 There is an old pub in Swords 
known as ‘The Big Tree’. Long before 
there was any traffic on the roads, 
a big tree stood in front of the pub. 
The customers would take their 
drinks and socialise under the tree. 
 Serious crime was not a big issue 
in Ireland during the 1950s or 1960s 
but for some reason the news media 
were making a big issue concerning a 
very much wanted travelling criminal. 
His name was Harry Allen. With 
another member, Michael Murphy, 
we arrested Allen in Swords and 
handed him over to the Detective 
Branch.
 In 1964, official married 

LOOK BACK

This story was written in 
the Autumn of 2021 by 
the late Mossie O’Sullivan 
[10998C] who sadly passed 
away on 7 January 2022 
– Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 
anam dílis.

50  Síocháin 
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accommodation became available in 
Malahide Garda Station and I took 
a transfer there with my family. Up 
until 1964 all County Dublin Stations 
were in a separate division known 
as Dublin/Wicklow Division with the 
Divisional Office in Bray. 

STATIONS UNDER DMA CONTROL 
From then on, most of those 
stations were taken into the DMA. 
In 1964, there was a Commissioner’s 
Inspection at Malahide Station. 
When he was leaving the station, 
the Commissioner took with him an 
old Officer’s Inspection Book, with 
records in this book dating back to 
the 1930s. Some of these records 
recorded the Lamantua murders 
which took place outside the village 
in the 1930s.
 Promotion in 1965 took me to 
Robertstown Station in Co. Kildare, 
a village on the canal bank. Having 
spent some time there I was later sent 
to Blessington Station, Co. Wicklow. 
In 1970, I was transferred to Coolock 
Station in Dublin where I would 
spend the next 12 years. 
 In 1981 a terrible tragedy 
occurred at Artane in that sub-district 
when a number of young people 
were burned to death at the Stardust 

Ballroom. The Serious Crime Squad, 
under Supt John Courtney, spent 
several weeks at the station carrying 
out an investigation. The exact cause 
of the fire was never established. 

CHANGING TIMES WITHIN THE 
FORCE
In the early days much of our time 
was taken up with the annual 
collection of agricultural statistics 
and the census collection every five 
years. These duties were eventually 
handed over to other agencies. I 
spent the last four years of my service 
in Malahide Station until I retired in 
1986.   
 Up to the 1980s, applicants for 
admission to the Gardaí had to 
make their applications at their local 
station. While a Sergeant at a Dublin 
station, a young woman called to 
the station to make application to 
join. Her name was Noírin O’Sullivan. 
She retired in recent years as 
Commissioner.
 Up until the 1980s every small 
town and village had its own Garda 
force, normally a Sergeant and 
three or four Guards. Most of those 
stations were closed down and the 
members were sent on to more 
central stations where policing was 

done around the clock, mostly by 
mobile patrol. This system still exists 
as far as I know.
 When I retired in 1986, my family 
came to live in Blessington, Co. 
Wicklow. Myself and my wife got 
involved in parish and community 
work for many years. In 2013, I 
received a certificate and medal from 
the Area President of the St Vincent 
De Paul Society for my 25 years’ 
service with the local conference. 

About the Author: Maurice (Mossie) 
O’Sullivan passed away on 7 January 
2022. A native of Slaheny, Kilgarvan, 
Co. Kerry, Mossie was just shy of his 
90th Birthday in February 2022. This 
would have coincided with the 100th 
Anniversary of the founding of An 
Garda Síochána that he mentioned to 
the Editor and was looking forward 
to. 
 Maurice joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1954 with the Reg. Number of 
10998C and served in a variety of 
stations as outlined.  He retired in 
1986 and was an active member 
of the Naas Branch of GSRMA. He 
will be sorely missed as the loving 
husband of Helen and devoted father 
of David, Mary, Catherine, Paul – Rest 
in Peace Mossie

Mossie O’Sullivan pictured with his daughter Caitriona Osborne and his wife Helen
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Ireland has 208 border crossings, 
officials from both the north and 

south have agreed. However, as 
someone who served on the border 

for 26 of my 40 years and eight 
months service and as Border 
Superintendent for both the Cavan/
Monaghan and Donegal Divisions 

at different stages, I could have told 
them there are, in fact, 291 cross 
border roads. 
 So, how those Government 
technicians managed to lose 83 cross 
border roads truly is a nightmare. The 
291 figure came about following an 
extraordinary job of work undertaken 
by the Garda Mapping Section, as it 
was then known, at the start of the 
troubles, assisted by local knowledge 
from members in every Garda sub-
district touching the border. 
 The late Deputy Commissioner 
John Paul McMahon, who was 
Chief Superintendent in Monaghan 
in the early 1970s, identified a 
major problem in cross border 
communications with our colleagues 
in the north in trying to identify 
specific locations of cross border 
incidents when reported. 
 It was decided that every cross-
border road from Omeath to Muff 
be given a number and thus the 
term ‘BCP’ or Border Crossing Point 
entered our daily working lives. Our 
wonderful cartographers in The 
Mapping Section set about this very 
difficult task commencing with BCP 
1 in the east and culminating at BCP 
291 in North Donegal.

CROSS-BORDER ESCORTS 
Some old papers I had in my 
possession that survived the 
years provide a breakdown of the 
crossings by Garda Division. Louth/
Meath Division had 36 BCPs; Cavan/
Monaghan had 147; Sligo/Leitrim 
had 14 and Donegal had 94 Crossing 
Points.
 Our people in the Mapping 
Section prepared maps for 
mounting on walls in Stations 
and Communication Rooms with 
each BCP clearly shown by its 
number. They also produced large 

MAPPING OUT HARD 
BORDER CROSSINGS 

A series of emails between government technicians reveal
the nightmare they endured trying to definitively map out all 
cross-border roads, according to the report in The Irish Times, 
dated 27 September 2021. Tom Monaghan, Monaghan 
Branch, claims that they should have asked the Garda 
Mapping Section to point them in the right direction!

This photograph of ‘BCP92’ on the Tyrone Border between the villages 
of Glaslough in Monaghan and Caledon in Tyrone, shows the destroyed 
Annaghroe Bridge over the Blackwater River. This is what a hard border really 
looks like.
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books of maps for each Division to 
be carried in patrol cars. These were 
cleverly done with each page taking 
you east to west along the border 
with BCP’s clearly shown by number. 
 Those books had the added 
benefit of helping a car crew to make 
their way relatively easily to any of 
the BCPs they might be directed to, 
including those well outside of their 
own area, should colleagues need 
back-up. I wonder if any of those 
books still exist?
 The number system 
when completed was adopted by 
our colleagues north of the border 
who saw its many benefits from a 
security point of view. Place names 
were never used (or should not be 
used) just the BCP number. This was 
crucially important for cross-border 
escorts and handovers between both 
forces.
 It is not an exaggeration to say 
those border crossings became the 
bane of our working lives along the 
border. Almost all 
of those crossings, 
except the main 
roads also known 
as ‘Approved’ 
roads for Customs 
Duty purposes, 
were closed by 
the British Army in 
1972, initially by 
explosives opening 
huge craters in the 
centre of those 
secondary and 
minor roads. 

PROTECTING 
BRITISH TROOPS
We were deployed 
on the southern 
side to protect 
the Brits in their 
hugely unpopular 
work. Locals on 
both sides raged 
against the closings 
and subversives 
availed of the many 
opportunities this 
work presented to ‘BCP114’ was in the Scotstown Sub-District on the Fermanagh Border.

attack the British troops using booby 
trap bombs and firearms. We became 
the meat in the sandwich, unloved by 
any side.
 The initial use of explosives by 
the British Army resulted in damage 
to many dwelling houses and farm 
buildings nearby with shock waves 
from the blasts cracking old walls and 
causing others to collapse. We had to 
report on every such incident. 
 This led to protests to the British 
from Dublin, which resulted in the 
use of explosives being discontinued 
to be replaced by the mechanical 
digging of large holes in the roadway, 
or by the erection of large concrete 
walls reinforced with steel girders and 
interlocking large concrete blocks. 
 These were known as 
dragon’s teeth, often flown in on a 
sling under chinook helicopters. This 
was labour intensive work taking 
much longer for each road and 
creating easier and larger targets for 
subversives to attack.  

CLOSURE OF MINOR ROADS
In the early 1970s the closure 
of those minor roads was often 
strenuously opposed by the local 
community resulting in serious 
disorder at those crossings with 
rioting, stone throwing and the use 
of CS Gas and rubber bullets by the 
British troops. 
 It was a time of great anger, 
tension and unpleasantness with the 
Gardaí deployed to try and keep the 
peace and to prevent the territory 
of the south being used to mount 
attacks on security personnel in the 
north. 
 Such attacks soon escalated from 
rioting and stone throwing to much 
more deadly force with firearms, 
booby-trap bombs, rocket launchers 
and homemade mortars being used.   
 During this time also national road 
opening days were planned when 
people were bused up to the border 
from the south to help locals reopen 
roads that were closed, mostly on 
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Sundays. 
 Serious disorder regularly erupted 
at border crossings during these 
days when the British army moved 
against those opening the roads 
and on occasion gunmen used the 
opportunity to fire on the troops 
from high ground to the rear.  As 
ever Gardaí were caught in the 
middle doing their duty as unarmed 
peacemakers.  

BORDER POLICING DUTIES
In the 30-year period from 1968 
and the first stirrings of the Civil 
Rights movement in the north to 10 
April 1998, when the Good Friday 
Agreement was signed, thousands 
of members of An Garda Síochána, 
often assisted by our army colleagues 
in aid to the civil power, policed those 
291 border crossing, maintaining the 
peace, protecting lives and property 
and ensuring the rule of law prevailed 
on every inch of our national territory. 
 It was not an easy task and 
throughout those years many acts of 
valour, heroic and brave deeds were 
performed by many members on 
border duty. 
 In normal times they would have 
merited consideration for the award 
of Scott Medals. However, they were 
not normal times and there was 
neither the time nor the resources to 
record them. You moved to the next 
incident or outrage.

LEGACY OF GOOD FRIDAY 
AGREEMENT
The Good Friday Agreement will, 
perhaps, stand as a lasting legacy to 
the part played by An Garda Síochána 
in bringing about peace in the 
north. The contribution of the Force 
and their families, to the Agreement 
will never be quantified but I am 
certain it was enormous.
 A picture paints, the saying goes, 
so c.1990 Errol Meagher from Garda 
Photographic Section and I took to 
the skies over Monaghan in a shaky 
Air Corps helicopter, courtesy of 
Commandant Larry MacEoin, 29 
Inf. Bn., Monaghan, in aid to the civil 
power to record road closures. 

‘BCP106’ was in the Emyvale Sub-District on the Tyrone Border.

 Errol risked life and limb leaning 
out the door to get the best shots. 
BCP114 was in the Scotstown Sub-
District on the Fermanagh Border 
and BCP106 in the Emyvale Sub-
District on the Tyrone Border. 
 The photograph on the first page 
of ‘BCP92’ on the Tyrone Border – 
between Glaslough in Monaghan 
and Caledon in Tyrone - is courtesy 
of our northern colleagues. It shows 
the destroyed Annaghroe Bridge 
over the Blackwater River. This is 
what a hard border really looks like.
 These roads are all open now, 
smoothly tarmacked, land reclaimed 
and reseeded and new bridges built. 
The large numbers of Gardaí who 
were attached to border sub-district 
stations have all disappeared leaving 
just one or maybe two members 
interacting with the local community 
through sport and other community 
projects. 
 Speaking to the locals, as I 
often do, it is clear they value and 
support “our Guard” as he or she is 
often referred to. The vision of our 
founding fathers lives on.

About the Author: Tom 
Monaghan is a Mayo man and 
joined An Garda Síochána in 
September 1964 and retired 
in May 2005. He served in 
nine permanent stations plus 
several temporary postings 
spread over five Divisions of 
Cavan/Monaghan; Laois/Offaly; 
Donegal; Longford/Westmeath 
and Galway West. He now 
enjoys an active retirement of 
DIY, walking, cycling for leisure 
often over some of those 
border roads that were closed 
for so long; reading and travel 
including many memorable 
foreign trips to distant places.



CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

Subject to COVID-19 regulations, 
the centenary celebrations will 

be hopefully marked by a variety of 
public events at local and national 
level with speeches by political 
leaders and dignitaries, published 
articles, books, TV programmes and 
documentaries, exhibitions, re-
enactments and plays.
 An Garda Síochána was born at 
a time when the Catholic Church 
was in the ascendency and since 
its foundation, An Garda Síochána 
inherited a tradition of chaplaincy 
from its predecessors, the DMP and 
the RIC. The Catholic membership 
and, to a lesser extent, the Church 
of Ireland membership had been 
ministered to by both the secular 
clergy of both churches. 
 During the 50th Anniversary 
celebrations in 1972 a Memorial Mass 
was celebrated in St Paul’s Church, 
Mount Argus, by the then Archbishop 
of Dublin and concelebrated by no 
less than 50 priests (all sons of some 
serving and retired members of the 
Force). 
 It is unlikely that we would have 
such numbers in 2022. Consideration 
should be given to holding such a 
Memorial Mass and an Ecumenical 

Service that would involve all 
religious traditions that currently are 
represented in their membership of 
the Force. 
 Over the past 100 years the 
membership of An Garda Síochána 
has contributed much to both the 
domestic and the social fabric of our 
country. The efforts of both national 
and regional committees to develop 
appropriate commemorative events 
for 2022 will no doubt highlight 
many of those contributions.
 The greatest tribute that can 
be made during this period of 
commemoration is one where 
members of An Garda Síochána 
identify with their respective 
communities and organise events 
such as open days at Garda Stations 
and endeavour to display some local 
history involving the early Force. 
 However, this will all depend on 
the situation regarding the pandemic, 
should it extend deep into 2022. A 
special effort should be made to hold 
a commemorative mass/service for 
deceased members in each local area.

DISTRICT-DIVISIONAL EVENTS
Both in 1972 and 1997 many District 
and Divisional events were held 
to commemorate both the 50th 
and 75th Anniversaries and history 
booklets were printed. It should be 
possible to retrieve those documents, 
and where events are being held 
those booklets will assist in the 
production of a Centenary Version for 
2022.
 We must never lose sight of the 
fact that An Garda Síochána is an 
integral part of the local community 
– to use a phrase coined by Robert 
Peel, who as Home Secretary 
established the London Metropolitan 
Police (LMP) stated “The Police are 

GIVING THANKS FOR ONE 
HUNDRED YEARS

The centenary year of An 
Garda Síochána is a pivotal 
time in a series of historic 
developments since the 
establishment of the then Irish 
Free State. John Duffy, Dublin 
West Branch, says that 2022 
will be a good year to celebrate 
the past 100 years of the force.

Michael Staines served as Ireland’s 
first Garda Commissioner from March 
to September 1922. (Courtesy of 
National Library of Ireland)

the People and the People are the 
Police”. This sounds a little simplistic, 
but it is loaded with reality. 
 For any police service to be 
effective, it must have the pro-active 
confidence and respect of the local 
community. Over the past 100 years 
An Garda Síochána has built a great 
tradition of acceptance by the local 
community. 
 Coming out of a War of 
Independence and a Civil War, it was 
no mean achievement to develop 
such a tradition. Policing by its very 
nature is not a discipline that readily 
lends itself to communal acceptance.

‘SERVANTS OF THE PEOPLE’
The first Garda Commissioner 
Michael Staines coined what could 
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now be termed as an early Mission 
Statement for the new force, “That 
An Garda Síochána will succeed not 
by force of arms or numbers but on 
their moral authority as ‘Servants of 
the People’.” This is an abbreviated 
version of the text in his early circular 
to the first members of the force.
 He ruled out the adaptation of 
a para-military image for the new 
force, while the deployment of 
uniformed members unarmed to local 
stations throughout the country was 
something the population had not 
anticipated. 
 So, policing got off to a good start 
and throughout the past century, 
Ireland has experienced periodic 
waves of criminality. These have 
ranged from subversive activity at 
its height prior to the Good Friday 
Agreement down to gangland crime, 
which has also claimed many lives in 
recent years. 
 The Gardaí have met all challenges 
in a very professional manner. 
There have been episodes where 
indiscipline has caused problems for 
An Garda Síochána. And with a host 
of new checks and balances by the 

Recruits from ‘No. 2 Coy, Section 6’ pictured at the 
Kildare Camp during Civic Guard Training in June 
1922.

Christ Church.

introduction of oversight, such episodes should become the exception rather 
than the rule. 
 While I argue that there is a need for such agencies, I fear at times they 
can stifle the necessary discretion exercised by members when they must take 
immediate action in given situations. 

FOCUS ON BEREAVED FAMILIES 
While commemorations, of their very nature, tend to focus on the historic, 
they can neglect to focus on the families and friends of An Garda Síochána 
and, in particular, those families who have experienced the loss of a loved one 

in service, or retirement.
     There is no reason why we cannot hold events that 
highlight the historic while at the same time ensure that we 
try and contact all serving and retired members and include 
them in our respective commemorative events. 
     One event that was held during the pandemic, at 
the instigation of our President Michael D. Higgins, was 
‘Machnamh’, which sought to bring together a variety of 
scholars to discuss various topics of interest over the past 
century and makes for very interesting viewing. Some version 
of this format could facilitate an examination of Garda 
history over the past century and could form part of the 
commemorative event schedule. 
     We can only hope that 2022 will be a good year when 
we can celebrate and give thanks for our membership of An 
Garda Síochána over the past 100 years.

About the Author: John Duffy is former Curator of the 
Garda Museum at Dublin Castle. John, who hails from 
Charlestown, Co. Mayo, joined An Garda Síochána in 1972. 
After initially serving in Loughrea, Co. Galway he moved to 
the Bridewell in Dublin and then onto Garda HQ. He retired 
as an Inspector in 2002 and is an active member of the 
GSRMA Dublin West Branch. John lives in West Dublin with 
his wife of many years, Mary.
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AN TACA SÍOCHÁNA
On 29 September 1939, 233 men entered the Garda Depot in Dublin’s Phoenix Park, 
following their recruitment as Tacas and were officially known as ‘An Taca Síochána’. It was 
deemed necessary to recruit temporary guards due to the situation in Europe while the 
so-called ‘emergency’ had been declared in Ireland earlier that month, according to Philip 
Coffey, Meath Branch.

Incidentally, there had been no recruitment into An Garda 
Síochána since 1935 and after the campaign to recruit Taca 

members, it would again cease until 1943.  
     War had been declared between Britain and Germany on 
1 September 1939, following Hitler’s invasion of Poland and 
World War II started in earnest.
     These men were allocated Taca numbers, such as T1, T2 
and so on. All 26 counties, except for Offaly and Carlow, 
were represented. Two were recorded as being from England 
and two from Antrim. Taca No. 1 belonged to a ‘Nicholas 
Kennelly’ from Co. Kerry. 
     In February 1940, a further 70 men were recruited and 
entered the Garda Depot. 
     The Commissioner Michael J. Kirrane LLB, who was just a 
year in the role, was previously a civil servant in London from 
1908 and in the Department of Home Affairs post-1922 in 
Dublin. 

PERFORMING ORDINARY DUTIES 
The Minister for Justice, Gerald Boland TD, was asked 
questions in the Dáil on 27 September 1939 in relation to 
this recruitment, such as “what the cost of An Taca Síochána 
would be and what duties would the performed”. 
     Minister Boland replied as follows “The Commissioner of 
An Garda Síochána has selected the names of 400 men who 
are to be tested as to their suitability. The maximum number 
to be selected will be 400 as required. They will be paid £3 
per week. They will wear Garda uniforms and serve under 
Garda Officers and will be indistinguishable from ordinary 
Gardaí. They will be assigned to Garda Stations where they 
will perform ordinary duties”.
     No Sergeants, Inspectors or higher ranks were appointed 
to the Temporary Force. It had been announced earlier in 
the year that 222 Gardaí would be recruited, but this was 
increased to 400 recruits due to the ‘Emergency’. They would 

An Taca Síochána Recruits in September 1939. (Courtesy of Garda Museum)
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remain unarmed.
     As regards education, the Commissioner would decide 
on the physical and educational position of the men selected 
and the entry requirements, as with earlier Garda recruits, 
was applied rigorously. The intention was to make a decision 
that when the ‘Emergency’ was over, the men would be let 
go. Their pay would be non-incremental and their right to 
paid annual leave was not secured until August 1940. 
     After six and a half weeks of training these men were 
allocated to Dublin stations. They were indistinguishable 
from their colleagues in An Garda Síochána and performed 
the same duties but their conditions were less favourable.
     On 1 April 1942 members of An Taca Síochána were 
permanently accepted into An Garda Síochána and allocated 
registration numbers from 8800 to 9080. 

TACA CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY
Twenty-five years after their recruitment, 281 or so remaining 
Taca Síochána members gathered in 1964 to reminisce and 
look back on their careers to date. 
     Of the original 303 members, one was reported missing 
and has not been traced for years – P.J. Harrington [Reg No. 
8870]. 
     Of the original Taca members who were fully fledged 

An Taca Síochána 25th Anniversary.

About the Author: Philip Coffey was born into a Garda 
family and followed in his father’s footsteps, joining in 1971. 
Phil served in Store Street until 1992, before he moved to the 
Bridewell as a Sergeant. He retired in 2004 and then worked 
for 12 years with St Raphael’s Credit Union. Philip is a 
member of the GSRMA Meath Branch and enjoys gardening, 
beekeeping and campervanning.

‘TACA MAN’ – GARDA TONY COFFEY 
My father was a ‘Taca Man’ who was part of the first 
tranche of recruits 
to join An Taca 
Síochána in 
September 1939. 
He was Anthony 
or Tony Coffey 
[8953-T166]. Like 
most of the Taca 
members, he 
was born in the 
western half of 
the country and 
was a Galway 
man. He served 
in Pearse Street 
as 215B during 
his entire service, 
before retiring on 12 February 1982, having served 
42 years and 106 days.  Garda Tony Coffey [Reg. No. 
08953B] (Pearse Street 1939-1982)

Gardaí, a few were dismissed, resigned or were incapacitated 
before reaching their full service. 
     Some Tara men were to rise through the various ranks 
with one becoming Commissioner in 1975 – Edmond (Ned) 
Garvey [Reg No 8881], while Dan Devitt [Reg No 8808] 
became an Assistant Commissioner. Members of An Taca 
Síochána went on to serve with distinction in An Garda 
Síochána.  
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Ba mhinic mé ar dualgas ag na léirsithe seo i 
gcomhluadar go leor Gardaí eile agus muid ag iarraidh 

a chinntiú an méid agus is féidir go ngabhfadh sé go 
suaimhneach agus nach mbeadh aon trioblóid ann. Ní 
mar a síltear a bítear agus ar ndóigh bhíodh achrann agus 
trioblóidí ag go leor acu, go mór mhór iad siúd a mbíodh 
aon bhaint acu leis na trioblóidí i dtuaisceart na tíre.   
      Bhíodh léirsithe ar siúl freisin ina mbíodh sluaite móra 
tagtha amach ar na sráideanna ach níor tarraingíodh aon 
achrann ná trioblóid ariamh acu cé is moite don trácht a 
chur trína chéile. 
     Bhí dhá léirsiú mhóra ann nár tharraing aon trioblóid, 
na feirmeoirí in 1966, tráth ar tháinig suas le 30,000 
feirmeoir ó cheann ceann na tíre amach ag máirseáil 
go dtí oifig an Aire Talmhaíochta i gCearnóg Mhuirfean 
agus an Agóid ÍMAT in 1979, tráth ar mháirseáil suas 
le 200,000  duine ar Shráid Uí Chonaill.  Níor tharla 
aon mhór eachtra ag an dá mháirseáil mhóra sin.  Bhí 
léirsithe agus agóidí eile ann freisin nach raibh aon 
trioblóid acu freisin, mar shampla, Cearta Leispiacha 
agus Daoine Aeracha, Cearta Ginmhillte, Saor Nelson 
Mandela, Frith-Apartheid, Íocaíochtaí Uisce, agus Agóid 
na gCeardchumann.  Ghlac na Gardaí féin páirt in agóid 
ag Halla Macushla in 1961 agus faoin bhFliú Gorm níos 
deireanaí arís.  Ach ba go suaimhneach agus go sibhialta 
a chuir na léirsitheoirí a ngearán in iúl sna hagóidí sin.
     Mar a dúirt mé, ba iad na léirsithe ba mhó a raibh 
brú mór ar na Gardaí acu ná iad siúd a bhain leis na 
trioblóidí ó thuaidh den teorainn.  Tar éis Domhnach na 
Fola in 1972, bhí míshuaimhneas agus ua fás le brath i 
measc go leor daoine ar chaon taobh den teorainn faoin 
marú a rinne saighdiúirí Shasana an lá sin.  Bhí daoine 
corraithe agus thug na mílte acu aghaidh ar na sráideanna 
ag agóidíocht faoin marú a bhí déanta.  Thugadar 

a n-aghaidh ar Ambasáid na Breataine i gCearnóg 
Mhuirfean.  Bhí slua mór Gardaí ar dualgas ansin leis an 
Ambasáid a chosaint.  Thosaigh cuid de na daoine a bhí sa 
slua ag caitheamh chuile chineál diúracáin leis na Gardaí 
chomh maith le buamaí peitril.   Lean an agóidíocht ar 
feadh trí oíche, bhí slua mór i láthair chaon oíche agus iad 
ag achrann agus ag troid.  Gortaíodh go leor Gardaí, cuid 
acu go dona ach ba é an treoir a bhí faighte ag na Gardaí, 
ná gan a gcuid batúin a tharraingt.  De réir cosúlachta, 
chun na léirsitheoirí a shásamh sa deireadh ligeadh leo an 
Ambasáid a lasadh. Tháinig deireadh leis na hagóidí agus 
stop an t-achrann.
     An chéad léirsiú mór eile a raibh mé ar dualgas ann ná 
an stailc ocrais i bPríosún na Ceise Fada in 1981. Chuir an 
lucht eagraithe a bhí i gceannas, in iúl do na Gardaí gur 

LÉIRSIÚ AGUS AGÓIDÍ 

Le linn na mblianta a chaith mé i mbun 
dualgais i gCathair Bhaile Átha Cliath is 
iomaí sin léirsiú agus agóid a bhí ar siúl ag 
dreamanna éagsúla agus iad ag gearán faoi 
rud éigin a bhí ag cur isteach orthu. Maitias 
Ó Cosgordha, Brainse Baile Átha Cliath 
Thuaidh.

PAYE Protest March 1979 (Irish Photo Archive)

H Block Riots Ballsbridge 1981.
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Burning of the British Embassy, Dublin 1972 (Extra.ie)

léirsiú suaimhneach a bheadh i gceist agus nach mbeadh 
aon trioblóid ann. Ní dheachaigh na Gardaí sa seans agus 
bhí siad réitithe go stopfadh siad an léirsiú ag coirnéal 
Bhóthar Lansdún. Chuir siad bacainní trasna an bhóthair 
ag súil go stopfadh an slua taobh thiar de na bacainní sin. 
Bhí Ambasáid na Breataine ag an am suite ag Droichead 
na Dothra timpeall 500 méadar ón áit a raibh na bacainní.
     Chruinnigh na sluaite ar Shráid Uí Chonaill agus 
mháirseáil siad as sin ar a mbealach go hAmbasáid na 
Breataine ar Dhroichead na Dothra. Bhíodar ag déanamh 
go leor gleo agus torann agus thuig na Gardaí go raibh 
trioblóid ar an mbealach. Nuair a shroich siad na bacainní 
agus iad sáinnithe taobh thiar díobh, thosaigh cuid acu 
ag leagan na mbacainní agus thosaigh cuid eile fós ag 
caitheamh chuile chineál diúracáin leis na Gardaí. Bhain 
siad na brící dearga anuas de bhallaí na dtithe ar thaobh 
an bhóthair agus chaith siad leis na Gardaí iad. Bhí na 
Gardaí in dhá líne trasna an bhóthair agus ba ghearr le 
múr clocha sneachta na diúracáin san aer ag lascadh 
na nGardaí. Ar ndóigh, bhí Gardaí  á ngortú ach bhí an 
t-otharcharr suite gar don láthair agus tugadh na Gardaí a 
bhí liúnta agus gortaithe go dtí an t-ospidéal. Sa deireadh, 
leag na léirsitheoirí na bacainní agus ansin thug na Gardaí 
ruathar faoin slua. Tar éis coimhlint fhada fuair na Gardaí 
an lámh in uachtair orthu agus ghlan siad an bóthar.
     Ag breathnú siar ar an lá sin bhí go leor damáiste 
déanta. Gortaíodh suas le céad Garda agus go leor 
léirsitheoirí freisin. Leagadh ballaí agus briseadh fuinneoga 
agus gortaíodh daoine nach raibh baint ná páirt acu leis 
an agóid.  Cén fáth?
     Tá sé de chead de réir an dlí ag chuile dhuine páirt a 
ghlacadh i léirsiú chomh fada is atá sé suaimhneach socair 
ach faraor bhí trioblóid ag go leor de na hagóidí a raibh 
mise ar dualgas acu. Ní dhéanfaidh mé dearmad go deo 
ar an lá sin i nDroichead na Dothra agus an fhearg agus 
an ghráin a bhí ar éadain na ndaoine a bhí i mbun agóide.

Foclóir:
• Léirsiú – Demonstration
• Léirsithe - Demonstrations
• Léirsitheoirí - Demonstrators
• Agóid – Protest
• Suaimhneach – Peaceful
• Cearta Leispiacha agus Daoine Aeracha - Lesbian and 

Gay Rights 
• Cearta Ginmhilleadh - Abortion Rights 
• Frith Aparthied - Anti Apartheid 
• Corraithe - Upset
• Diúracáin - Missiles 
• Lucht eagraithe - Organisers
• Bacainní - Barriers
• Sáinithe - Cornered 

• De réir an dlí - Legal
• ÍMAT - PAYE
• An Fliú Gorm - The Blue Flu

Faoi an Údar: Is ó Chárna nGaeltacht Chonamara é 
Maitias. Chuaigh sé isteach mar Ghárda sa mblian 1959 
agus chaith sé an chuid is mó dá sherbhis a gCathair 
Bhaile Átha Cliath ach amahain blian a bhí sé a Tiobraid 
Árainn. Chaith sé fresin blian sa Chipir leis na Náisiún 
Aontaithe 1995/96 agus deirigh sé as na Gárdaí a 1997. Ó 
shoin a leith tá sé gniomnach le Cumann scoir Chómhaltai 
an Ghárda Siochána a mbrainse Baile Átha Cliath Thuaidh 
agus is iar Uachtarán é don Chumann. Is maith le Maitias 
ceól, léamh, cúrsaí Reatha agus taisteal go mór mór a na 
áit dhúchais a gConnamara.
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As I drove down the M6 heading west on a cold and 
wet morning, I reminded myself, you have a handy 

number. I woke from a few hours of restless sleep at 
‘stupid o’clock’ and was heading down the country to do 
a few searches. 
     Even the dogs were not too happy with having their 
sleep disturbed and didn’t like the fact that I had not fed 
them. I never feed before they work because of the risk 
of bloat, which could easily kill them.   
     When I arrived at my destination, the search crew 
were all ready to move.   They had had their breakfast 
and were raring to go. I followed the convoy to the 
search. My stomach cried out for food and a cup of tea, 
but I remembered, I have a handy number.    
     The search location is a bungalow and farmyard. 
The house is in disrepair and has that familiar stench of 
smoked heroin and stale food. The occupants offered 
little resistance and gave up their bit of ‘blow’. As I walk 
across the floor, sticking to the grime, I ponder my handy 
number. 
     I start my search in the bedrooms like I usually do. I 
feel sorry for the dog, as bad as the smell was for me, I 
was asking him to inhale and decipher the odours. As I 
go from room to room, a rat runs out from beneath the 
clutter. This proves to be too much of a distraction for 
the dog. After a few minutes of mayhem, I refocus the 
dog and have a couple of small finds.
     Outside now, things don’t improve much. The 
neglected farm sheds and stables contain plenty of farm 
manure and there are a few dead pigeons thrown into 
the mix. After about two hours searching, I stop to rest 
the dog. 
     I am again reminded of the handy number I have 
by a member of the search party. He has just finished 
searching one room and has come outside for a smoke. 
Searches are finished and a few more bits and pieces 

GARDA DOG SEARCHES

THE HANDY NUMBER

Looking back over her time in An Garda 
Síóchána when she was called out with 
her canine colleagues to help the search 
crews in all types of terrain and conditions, 
Catherine Bartley, Naas Branch, always 
knew that she had a handy number!

Catherine pictured with her canine friend on search duty.

found. The dog is covered in muck and manure and I’m not 
too pretty myself. I head away.

CALL-OUTS IN ALL CONDITIONS
I stop en route back to Dublin to give the dogs a run and a 
wash in a lake. God, I’m starving. I stop off at a garage and 
get a breakfast roll and cup of tea. The dogs are whinging 
in the back of the van because they can smell the sausages. 
They are hungry too. I break up a sausage and share it with 
them. Another a two-hour drive we are back at the office.  
     Just as I am leaving the office to head home from my 
handy number, another search comes in. Male, High Risk, 
Missing 6 days. They are organising a search party. I attend 
the local station. They have pinged his phone to within a 
5km area of a phone mast. 
     Oh great, here comes the rain. I start searching, this 
time with the general-purpose dog. He is delighted to 
be out of the van now. The terrain is mountainous and 
forested. I start at the mast and zig zag up the mountain. 
     It’s freezing now and the rain is pelting down. The dog 
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is working well. I can see he is really trying but I am cold 
and tired now and the dog is tiring too. I remind myself 
about my handy number. I have reached the brow of the 
hill and am working my way back down. I cannot do any 
more today. It starts to get dark and I’m soaked through.      

HITTING ON A SCENT
About halfway down the mountain, the dog hits on 
a scent. The wind is swirling and the rain is making it 
difficult for him to narrow it down. I work him through 
the forestry and he starts to indicate. I look up and can 
see – it’s obvious there is nothing I can do. I say a prayer 
for him and leave to get help. On the way home in the 
car, cold, wet, exhausted and hungry, I think about my 
handy number. 
     Finally, when I get home, I dry off the dogs. I prepare 
their food and give them a little extra because they 
have worked hard today. I then change out of the damp 
clothes and grab something to eat. 
     Now I am sitting on the sofa, the dogs at my feet, fed 
and sleeping. The phone rings. Another search in for the 
morning – a 5am start. I get some clothes ready. It sounds 
like it’s going to be another long day. I go to bed and try 
get some much-needed sleep. No time for socialising. I 
drift off to sleep and dream about my handy number.

DOGS KNOW THE ROUTINE
The alarm wakes me at 4am. The dogs know the routine 
at this stage. They are hinting towards their bowls, but I 
pretend I don’t see them. If they think you have noticed 
them, they will start barking at me. Out the door, into the 
car, into work. I give the dogs a quick run and off to the 
local station, this time it’s in the city. After a short briefing, 

GARDA DOG SEARCHES

Taking a break from search duties!

we are out the door and into the van and off to the 
search. There is a little bit of shouting and roaring. 
     The door goes in, everyone piles into the house, some 
more shouting, then quiet. I usually hang back until the 
place is secure. I grab the dog and head into the house. 
At the entrance, the dog stops and is indicating high. 
     I have a look around in the porch and find an eight-
bag of deals behind the electricity meter. I re-enter and 
am met with that familiar smell. I make my way upstairs 
and negotiate my way over the collection of dirty clothes, 
empty cans, pizza cartons – some still containing food – 
and used nappies.   
     Even though he had not been fed, the dog ignores 
the temptation of the double cheese. Maybe he prefers 
pepperoni! He sets about his business and indicates at the 
bottom of a wardrobe. I must pull a lot of junk out of the 
wardrobe to see what he is at.
     Nothing there. I run him again and he is definite. I 
pull at the base of the wardrobe and result. Good boy. 
Downstairs now and as I leave the back yard. I am met 
with a scud missile coming towards me. I slam the door 
and prevent the pit bull from causing damage. After it is 
secured in a shed, I complete the search. Job done, I’m off 
again.
     I give the dogs a run and head back to the office. I try 
to do some paperwork before I head home but I’m too 
tired to concentrate. Instead, I clean out the van which 
stinks a bit from the previous day’s search. Time to go 
home from this handy number. Roll on Rest Days.

About the Author: Catherine Bartley was born and reared 
in the Liberties area of Dublin. She joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1987 and was stationed in Pearse Street until 
joining the Dog Unit in 1997. She spent 22 years working 
and training general purpose German Shepherds and 
Drugs/Firearms Labradors. Catherine’s hobbies include 
walking with her dogs, horse riding, travel, painting and 
writing.  She was the first female dog handler and her two 
working dogs retired with her in June of 2019.  
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This year An Garda Síochána 
celebrates its centenary, and 

during those first 100 years, the 
force faced many challenges in 
defending the State and the public, 
no more so than in the era which is 
euphemistically referred to as ‘The 
Troubles’ from 1969 to 1998.  
     Acknowledged by most fair-
minded people, one of the stabilising 
influences during these turbulent 
times was the voluntary involvement 
and leadership of the members of 
An Garda Síochána and their families 
in community, sporting and cultural 
organisations in the Border region.  

     Throughout those years, members 
of GSRMA Monaghan Branch, while 
serving, played leadership roles in 
their local communities and, indeed, 
continue to do so in retirement, a fact 
well appreciated in the community. 
     At Branch level, to mark the first 
100 years of policing, we intend 
to publish different articles on the 
various experiences of policing 
through the century. Every decade 
brought its own challenges whether it 
was World War 2, The Troubles, Foot 
and Mouth, BSE, and the demands 
of ordinary day-to-day policing. 
Members were never found wanting. 
A striking feature of our work has 
been the collegiality and loyalty 
amongst all the members.

COMMUNITY SERVICE IN 
MONAGHAN
In this edition, we focus on one of 
our late colleagues Garda Mossy 

Devlin from Emyvale Garda Station 
in County Monaghan and his 
community service through much of 
‘The Troubles’ and beyond. 
     The younger generation of North 
Monaghan (those born this century) 
may not have had the good fortune 
to know Mossy Devlin but many of 
them will have heard their parents 
or neighbours speak of his legacies 
that live amongst the communities of 
North Monaghan since his untimely 
death in 2009. 
     He first arrived in Emyvale as a 
member of An Garda Síochána in 
1972, the only posting of his entire 
Garda career. Mossy was one of 
hundreds of newly recruited and 
trained young Gardaí sent by the 

Government to border counties in 
the 1970s to increase border security 
in response to the outbreak of the 
‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland.  
     Through his career, he immersed 
himself into community life in North 
Monaghan. Following his retirement 
in 2001, he continued to serve his 
community, supporting his wife, 
Mary, promoting a cross-border, 
cross-community learning experience 
that impacted so positively on 
the lives of so many in the North 
Monaghan/Tyrone hinterland.
     Mossy was born, reared and 
educated in Gort, Co. Galway and 
then worked for a local Veterinary 
Surgeon, Mark Scully, for ten years 
until he joined An Garda Síochána in 

‘MOSSY’ MADE HIS MARK 
ON THE COMMUNITY

Garda Mossy Devlin from Emyvale Garda Station in County Monaghan and his long-standing 
community service through much of ‘The Troubles’ and beyond are featured here by the GSRMA’s 
Monaghan Branch.

Mossy and Mary Devlin.
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July 1972. He was accompanied into 
Templemore by two other young men 
from the same street in Gort, Patrick 
Counihan and Brian Brennan. 

THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW
His first posting on ‘Passing Out’ was 
to Emyvale, Co. Monaghan. Driven 
by his personality, he very quickly 
became a fully integrated member of 
the community and developed the 
concept of ‘Community Policing’ long 
before anyone thought of it, more 
often applying ‘the spirit of the law’ 
as opposed to ‘the letter of the law’. 
     In a community suddenly 
saturated in policing, Mossy’s 
enlightened policing approach 
achieved more than any Court of 
law could accomplish and his impact 
with the younger age group, in 
particular, earned their respect by 
achieving a positive response to his 
encouragements.
     The story is told that at a cross-
border plicing conference between 
high-ranking officials from the RUC 
and the Garda in the early days of 
the ‘Peace Process’, a senior politician 
in Northern Ireland said that the 
police in Northern Ireland should 
strive to reach the level of community 
acceptance that he witnessed in a 
wee place called Emyvale the previous 

Saturday. 
     He was passing through on his 
way to a rugby game in Dublin and 
saw a member of the Garda Síochána 
sitting on a summer seat on the Main 
Street between two senior citizen 
ladies and they were chatting away. 
There is no doubt but that it was 
Mossy Devlin he saw.
     In 1976 Mossy married Mary, 
nee Counihan, also from Gort and a 
sister to Patrick, with whom he joined 
the force in 1972. She had qualified 
as a teacher and came to Ballyoisin 
National School, Co. Monaghan in 
1974. They had four children – David, 
Jane, Sarah and Gregory. Mossy was 
first and foremost a family man and 
took an active interest in his children’s 
development and was justly proud of 
their achievements in work and play. 
     He made friends very easily and 
it was very difficult, nay impossible, 
to ‘fall out’ with him as he could 
disarm anyone with his wit and 
humour. Mossy gave selflessly to the 
community and, through the warmth 
of his personality, his unassuming 
manner and his interest in the people, 
became a key driver in many projects 
and initiatives in the area.  
     He was a member of Emyvale 
Community Council and played a 
very active role in the organisation 

and administration of Emyvale Leisure 
Centre. He was always very practical 
and realistic and he could lighten the 
mood when it was required. 

CHRISTMAS DAY FUNDRAISING 
SWIM
The Christmas Day Swim in Emy 
Lake had become a tradition. In 
1974 it became a fundraising event, 
organised by the local Boy Scout 
Unit of Donagh and over the years 
developed into a valued fundraiser for 
many deserving local charities. 
     Mossy participated for the 
following 35 years, he never missed 
this event except, we believe one 
year, raising many, many thousands 
of Euros through those years for a 
multitude of worthy local causes. 
     He never sought any credit for 
his good works. He was similarly 
generous in supporting many 
other needy and deserving causes 
throughout the community. He liked 
to remain in the background except 
when he was entertaining at a party, 
when he became a ‘flamboyant live 
wire’ with one of his many party 
pieces. Mossy loved singing and really 
enjoyed his involvement with the 
Donagh Parish Choir performing at 
many events through the years.
     Mossy was also a great sportsman. 

Emyvale Station Party.
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In his early days he played hurling 
for his native Gort and had the 
distinguished honour of playing 
at Minor, U21, Intermediate and 
Senior level for his beloved County 
of Galway. He played at full-forward 
for Galway in the League Final in 
1969, losing to Dublin. Locals in Gort 
would remember Mossy practicing his 
hurling skills against the front wall of 
his home and he always carried his 
hurling stick with him.  Hurling was 
his passion although he also started a 
basketball team in Gort. 
     Soon after arriving in Emyvale, he 
had organised a hurling section in 
Emyvale GFC, reaching the county 
final in 1974. Initially, the core of the 
team was made up mainly of Gardaí, 
as there were about 40 Gardaí 
stationed in Emyvale at the time, 
many of whom came from hurling 
counties. 
     He encouraged the local youth 
to successfully breakthrough into 
hurling. He also trained and, on a 
few occasions, played for Emyvale 
Football Team but hurling was his 
game.  Mossy was also a very keen 
and skilful golfer and represented 
Rossmore Golf Club in many 
competitions.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT YEARS
Following his retirement, he 
continued to immerse himself in the 
wider community and particularly 
focused together with his wife, 

Mary, in programmes organised 
by the Blackwater Learning Centre 
at Ballyoisin, especially those of a 
cross-border/cross community nature. 
Indeed, he became as well known 
in Aughnacloy as in Emyvale. He 
loved to see progress and was very 
encouraging of those, who were 
working to bring benefit to others. 
     Mossy was a wonderful character 
and loved fun and laughter. Anyone, 
who knew him can recall many 
occasions of laughter and joy. Since 
his demise, countless stories have 
been told of his adventures, his 
exploits and his sayings. He was a 
good listener and many times he gave 
a welcome sympathetic ear to people 
with problems. He laughed with 
people and cried with and for them. 
Many shed a tear at his passing, as 
his warmth and friendship touched so 
many, all of whom he knew by name.  
     His death occurred on 19 
September 2009, after he suffered a 
major brain haemorrhage a few days 
earlier, evoking a huge outpouring 
of shock, sadness and grief when 
his passing was announced. Huge 
crowds, from all over the country, 
north and south, joined the local 
community in paying their respects 
and offering their condolences, a 
clear indication of the high esteem 
in which he was held by people from 
all walks of life and all age groups. 
May God grant him eternal rest and 
reward him for his goodness. 

     Mossy’s wife, Mary, is a valued 
member of our local Branch and 
her husband’s legacy lives on. The 
group photograph is of Emyvale 
station party with our late colleague 
Mossy. Emyvale Station had to be 
demolished recently after a suspected 
arson attack with the Station Party 
now operating from Scotstown. 
     While policing is changing – for 
better or worse – the fundamentals 
remain, and the experiences and 
craft acquired in the policing journey 
should not be lost to the new 
generations. The Gardaí protected 
the community, but what is often 
forgotten is that the public did 
likewise for their Gardaí. Policing 
could not have operated without this 
support.

About the Authors: The GSRMA 
Monaghan Branch consists of 
Chairman Joe Dirwan, Secretary Eric 
Boyle and Treasurer Seamus Brady. 
They are ably assisted by Eamon 
White, Bob Carlile, John Travers and 
Martin Hughes who are appointed 
as Centenary Officer, Enrolment 
Secretary, Vice Chairman and Welfare 
Secretary for the Branch. Some of 
the background research for this 
article and the photographs were 
graciously supplied by local journalist 
and photographer Peadar McMahon, 
Emyvale.
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JADOTVILLE & NIEMBA

During those years, a sizeable 
number of our troops 

discharged their duties way beyond 
what was expected of them and 
that bravery was acknowledged by 
their commanding officers.  Many 
of those recommendations were 
accepted by army chiefs and medals 
awarded. 
 The event at Jadotville was very 
different to the incident at Niemba, 
primarily because our troops at 
Jadotville were expecting to be 
attacked. They didn’t know what the 

attack may look like or when it might 
take place and they certainly didn’t 
expect that it would be as ferocious 
and determined as it turned out to 
be. 
 So, with their limited and aged 
resources they prepared and they 
waited. At Niemba, the attack 
was unexpected, our troops were 
“ambushed”          

FIVE-DAY SIEGE AT JADOTVILLE
In September 1961, 150 Irish soldiers 
of ‘A’ Company 35th Battalion under 

Between 1960 and 1964 up to 6,000 Irish soldiers 
served with the UN in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. However, more than 30 recommendations, 
mostly associated with Jadotville and Niemba, were 
disregarded for reasons that continue to remain an 
enigma. Nicholas Cunningham, Meath Branch, says 
that no explanation for this neglect has ever been 
offered to date.

JADOTVILLE AND 
NIEMBA – TIME TO 

MAKE IT RIGHT

the command of Commandant Pat 
Quinlan was ordered to Jadotville. 
From the outset, his troops became 
quickly aware that their presence there 
wasn’t welcome. 
 At that point, they could have 
safely withdrawn, but their orders 
were to take possession of an 
abandoned school as their base and 
to remain until directed to withdraw. 
On 3 September, they did as ordered 
and took possession of their difficult-
to-defend base, where their only 
protection from attack was their 
leadership, bravery and a couple of 
scattered school buildings and vitally, 
the fox holes they dug, as ordered by 
their commanding officer! 
 The first few days were very 
precarious indeed. While on patrol, 
troops were continuously harassed 
and threatened by mercenary and 
the Katangan army. This action was 
concerning and caused our soldiers 
to be extremely cautious and alert. 
On 9 September their compound 
was surrounded and their positions 
sporadically fired on as the Katangan 
military build up continued in 
preparation for an all-out attack! 
Regrettably, early on Sunday 13 
September the assault began. 
 The Irish had prepared to defend 
their position and they fought back! 
It was a ferocious and terrifying 
engagement against more than 3,000 
much better equipped, experienced, 

Soldiers digging in at the camp in Jadotville.
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Katangan military patrolling around the Irish Camp.

aggressive and determined mercenary 
and Katangan soldiers. They were 
opposed by 150 inexperienced Irish 
UN troops who gave their attackers 
the fight of their lives and maybe also 
the ‘fright’ of their lives. 
 ‘A’ Company bravely stood 
their ground and even though their 
weaponry was less powerful and 
older than their aggressors, they 
successfully repulsed every advance 
on their position, inflicting serious 
harm on them including fatalities! 
Sadly, 300 of their attackers died and 
many more were injured during the 
five-day siege. 
 Commandant Quinlan didn’t 
invite conflict and he certainly didn’t 
want people to die, especially his own 
soldiers, but his troops needed to 
defend themselves and to survive and 
they did just that. A small number 
of our troops were injured too, none 
were serious and no fatalities TG, 
testament certainly to their bravely, 
leadership, discipline and patriotism.
 Before departing their HQ for 

Jadotville, Fr. Thomas Fagan, Chaplain 
to the 35th Battalion, consecrated ‘A’ 
Company to “The Immaculate Heart 
of Mary”. He then travelled with 
them to Jadotville where he served 
with distinction, becoming one of the 
33 members cited by Commandant 
Quinlan for his bravery. 
 None of those recommendations 
were acceded to. No other country 
would have dishonoured their soldiers 
the way we did.
 The Irish troops defended their 
position and themselves and indeed 
the UN and Ireland honourably 
and bravely. They obeyed orders 
to the letter as was their duty and 
responsibility and only stopped 
fighting when they had nothing left 
to fight with. They had run out of 
food, water and finally ammunition. 
The only choice left was to negotiate 
a safe armistice with the local political 
leaders and their attackers and to 
stand down.
 During their distressing ordeal, 
they were gifted a glimmer of hope 

when told that a company of well-
armed UN relief troops was on the 
way. Regrettably, as the column 
approached the Lufira Bridge a short 
distance from Jadotville, they were 
attacked by a large force of well-
armed and positioned Congolese 
army supported by a Fouga Jet-
fighter plane, which steadily strafed 
the UN relief troops inflicting many 
casualties on them including fatalities. 
 Fighting back, the UN relief 
troops engaged their attackers to a 
stand-still, inflicting many casualties 
on them also and destroying much 
of the Congolese army equipment. 
Unfortunately, they were unable to 
break through and under heavy fire, 
were forced to withdraw leaving 
those at Jadotville to continue 
without support!
 On 17 September, the mission at 
Jadotville ended when Commandant 
Quinlan and his company of brave 
and exhausted Irish soldiers marched 
proudly out of their compound into 
captivity and on 25 October 1961, 
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they were finally released into UN 
hands. 

THE AMBUSH AT NIEMBA 
Lt Kevin Gleeson and his unit, while 
on patrol from their base at Niemba, 
came to a halt at a damaged bridge 
where he and his senior NCO stepped 
out of their vehicles to inspect the 
damage. Due to the rfisk of being 
attacked was so unexpected, other 
soldiers curiously stepped out of their 
vehicles too leaving some of their 
weapons in their transport, including 
two light machine guns. 
 Regrettably, within a short time, 
the eleven-man patrol was attacked 
from both sides by a large party of 
armed, loud and angry tribesmen, 
quickly preventing the soldiers 
from retrieving weapons from their 
vehicles. A deadly battle ensued and 
sadly, nine Irish soldiers died.
 Only seven of the 11-man patrol 
were armed during battle. One 
member of the patrol, Trooper 
Anthony Browne (whose body wasn’t 
found for two years following the 
ambush) was posthumously awarded 
The Military Medal for Gallantry with 
Distinction. A very deserving award 
indeed.
 The question I would ask though, 

is why were no bravery awards 
offered to the two survivors and the 
families of those who died? 
 After all, each member of the 
platoon was a victim of the same 
terrifying and unexpected attack and 
their instincts and determination to 
survive were equal as they fought and 
struggled to defend themselves and 
to endure. 
 When ambushed, the sensation 
of surprise and shock and principally 
unpreparedness, reduces considerably 
the ability of soldiers to respond 
effectively, even to the extent that 
some might be unable to return 
fire. Mostly the victims have no prior 
warning that they are about to be 
attacked. Sometimes suspicious 
activity might be noticed, but 
suspicion alone is not confirmation 
that an ambush is imminent and is 
certainly not justification for the use 
of lethal force.     
 In their struggle to survive, troops 
killed ten of their ambushers and 
wounded many more. That outcome 
clearly demonstrated that our 
gravely outnumbered soldiers fought 
back. Our State concluded though 
that, with the exception of trooper 
Anthony Browne, no other soldier 
deserved to be honoured for their so 

Scene of the Niemba ambush.

obvious stoic bravery.  
 “A gallant fight against 
overwhelming numbers” was how it 
was described in at least one military 
magazine. A couple of days following 
the ambush, a group of the Baluba 
attackers were arrested and they too 
commented on the valiant fight by 
the Irish soldiers

FIRST UNNERVING CONGO 
EXPERIENCE
It is widely known, that even in the 
best trained armies in the world 
when under attack, only 20% can 
be depended on to immediately 
perform as trained. Our soldiers 
clearly performed above and beyond 
those statistics – it is never too late 
to correct an injustice which when 
delayed, is denied. 
 No Irish soldier posted to the 
Congo at that time had combat 
experience. For those at Niemba 
and Jadotville, it was their first, an 
unnerving escalation of their so-far 
apathetic Congo experience. They 
were poorly armed ordinary Irish 
soldiers doing their best for the UN 
and Ireland. 
 Sadly, they remain un-
acknowledged by our State for 
their bravery. It is not too late to 
correct that decision. In time, their 
names might not be on the tip of 
our tongues, but those pernicious 
episodes in our young soldiers’ lives, 
including the neglect by our State, 
will not be forgotten. Niemba and 
Jadotville are part of Ireland’s and its 
army’s history and will continue to be 
remembered and celebrated.  
 Within only ten days of formation, 
our trusting soldiers were dispatched 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
probably the most dangerously 
volatile region of our world at that 
time. Except for their new FN rifles, 
which were not on issue to our 
troops at Niemba, their equipment 
for the most part could be likened to 
the WWII era. 

TIME TO CORRECT INJUSTICE
The award of military campaign
medals is an official 
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Funeral of the soldiers who died at Niemba.

acknowledgement that the recipients took part 
in a particular military action. The award is not 
an admission that the recipient performed in any 
special way, it simply indicates that he/she was 
present during the incident and that was the only 
intention of the Niemba and Jadotville medals 
awarded to date. 
 The Military Star Medal is awarded similarly, but 
to the next of kin of those killed in combat. Far 
short of individual bravery medals as recommended 
by Commandant Quinlan and others. Courage, 
respect, integrity and loyalty are four Defence 
Forces values which are important to all members 
and are strictly adhered to.   
 On 23 May 2021, I emailed the Minister asking 
him to correct this lingering injustice. On 15 June, 
the Minister’s Office replied, informing me that 
the Minister and the Chief of Staff have agreed 
to establish an independent group of experts to 
examine the events specific to Jadotville. Until the 
group completes its examination and announces its 
findings, I reserve judgement.

Photographs are courtesy of Commandant Oliver 
Barbour’s private collection and the Army Archives 
at Cathal Brugha Barracks. 

About the Author: Nick Cunningham is an active 
member of the Meath Branch and has written 
other articles for ‘Síocháin’. 
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While watching RTE news in the recent past, an item 
being covered caught my attention. It was the death 

of three brothers near Kanturk in an awful murder/suicide 
tragedy.  Supt Liam Geraghty said in an interview that the 
Gardaí involved were being assisted by the Peer Support 
Programme of An Garda Síochána. 
 This mention of the Peer Support Programme was of 
great consolation and satisfaction to me. as I was involved 
in establishing the programme initially in An Garda Síochána 
when it was launched in 1993. It was reassuring to hear that 
it was still in operation and working well in the force.
 When the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989 
was signed into law on 19 April 1989, An Garda Síochána, 
like all workplaces in Ireland had to comply by adopting 
policies and work-practices that were appropriate. 
I t had huge ramifications for An Garda Síochána, as it 
meant that all policing practices and procedures from then 
on had to be safe and could not expose a member to risk 
while at work as far as this was reasonably possible.  So, how 

PEER SUPPORT FOR AN 
GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Following the enactment of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989 
An Garda Síochána had to adopt appropriate policies and work-practices for all 
members. Andy Fahy, Meath Branch, who set up the Peer Support Programme in 
the force in 1993, is reassured that the programme continues to provide welfare 
assistance to members suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder.

could or would the force respond?
 I was promoted to Inspector in 1991 and transferred to 
the then ‘B’ Branch. My new job was to establish a Safety, 
Health and Welfare Office and prepare suitable policies and 
practices so that An Garda Síochána would be compliant 
with the new Act.  This was a time of much change in the 
force as I was also required to set up the new UN Office. 

SUPPORTED BY THE AUTHORITIES
A bit daunted and excited with the new roles, I had to get 
my head sorted quickly. Having joined the force and spent 24 
years in operational policing, I was now handed an exciting 
remit that I could never have dreamed of. 
 I must admit that at that time I was given every support 
by the authorities; I had brilliant support from Frank Smyth 
and Claire Gayson in our small cohesive team. I suppose 
looking back, no one could contradict me as there were no 
precedence on which to base an argument.
 The Act could be divided into three sections; (1) Safety 
related to safety at work as a Garda and all the variety of 
events that entails; (2) Health was within the remit of the 
Garda Surgeon, so I had no problems there; and (2) Welfare, 
the most difficult area, as to my mind it covered all matters 
that affected a Garda’s personal welfare. It was a difficult 
concept to define concisely.

UNDERSTANDING PTSD
Remember at this time, not much credence was given to a 
member’s welfare and certainly no one was likely to admit 
to suffering from stress. Back then, Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) was something that got scant recognition as 
a wellbeing issue. 
 If you mentioned PTSD, God knows what colleagues 
might think. As Shakespeare said ‘There’s no art to find the 
minds construction in the face.  So, stress was often hidden 
and endured silently.
 I always believed in my own mind that members who 
suffered trauma as a result of assault, being shot at, 
attending fire scenes, finding dead bodies, attendance at 



serious traffic accidents or being involved in explosions, had 
absolutely no resource available for support.
 Anyone who had a welfare difficulty as a result had no 
support within the force. Remember, we were still in an era 
where to a certain extent you took your difficulties on the 
chin and got on with it.

STRESS DURING BORDER DUTY 
I had personal experience of such a situation at a time when I 
was on border duty at Clontibret as a young Guard. 
 At the time the locals were filling in border crossing roads 
that had been cratered by the Northern Ireland authorities. 
I was an observer in the border patrol car when we got a 
call to go to Cavancreevy, Clontibret, where there was a 
problem. 
 When we came to a bend in the road 100 yards from the 
crater, we looked for the Garda who should have been at the 
scene. We could see his car parked ahead of us. However, we 
could see no one about but noticed that there was no glass 
in the Garda car. It was like a pin cushion as it was covered in 
what appeared to be bullet holes.  
 As we moved forward slowly, I said to the driver as the 
spots of dust were rising from the road ‘f#*k, we’re being 
shot at’. I opened the door of the car and crawled into the 
ditch and as luck would have it, there was a break in the 
bank. I was able to crawl in behind the bank followed by the 
driver. There we lay with our hearts racing at a rate of 100 at 
least. 
 We could hear the ping of the bullets hitting the road and 
the thump of them hitting the bank and lay there for what 
seemed an eternity. While we lay behind the bank saying 
our prayers and not knowing what to do, a heavy rustle 
came from the high bank behind us. We’re finished now we 
thought, when suddenly a local man appeared out of the 

bushes above us with blood streaming down his face. ‘Have 
you been shot’ we asked. ‘Those fecking briars are after 
tearing the face off me’ was his reply.

SEARCH REVEALS IRA RIFLE
In a follow up search later, I found a MI rifle hidden in a pit of 
potatoes nearby. Apparently, the IRA had taken up a position 
on the hill overlooking the cratered road. They opened fire 
on the British Army who had come from the northern side, 
who then opened up on the people filling in the crater. 
 The IRA could not resist the chance to fire on the Gardaí 
before making a successful retreat. Anyway, in the heel of 
the hunt, I eventually brought my prized find to the small 
Clontibret station, which at this stage was full of Gardaí and 
Army top brass as well as members of the press and local 
officials. 
 I made my way through the crowd in the station’s public 
office and handed in the rifle. The detective sergeant who 
has now passed to his eternal reward, said, ‘what’s your 
name and number sonny’?  When he heard my reply, he 
said ‘ah sure the ink isn’t dry on your number yet’ with a 
big hearty laugh, which amused those nearby. Boy, did I feel 
small.
 He took the rifle and that’s the last I heard or saw of it. 
Being a young member on temporary transfer, no one cared 
anyway. I continued my tour in the patrol car and reported 
for work the next day. The remarkable thing that arose from 
the investigation was that the authorities tried to prove that 
the member at the scene had parked his car in the north. 
 The result was that the car was, in fact, six inches in the 
south. No one ever asked me how I was! This lack of concern 
had a lasting impression on me. Little did I think then that I 
would get an opportunity later in my career to remedy this 
situation.

PEER SUPPORT 
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HEALTH & SAFETY RESOURCES 
I was sent to UCD to do a Diploma in Safety, Health and 
Welfare from 1992-94. My inner feeling was that An Garda 
Síochána needed to put a resource in place for members 
suffering from stress caused by work-related matters. My 
research enquiries with other police forces proved that there 
appeared to be no acceptable programme for officer support 
available elsewhere.  
 Having talked to Mary Lacey, who had been appointed 
one of the first four welfare officers, she mentioned that 
I should speak with Dr Michael Corry to whom members 
suffering from stress were sent for treatment. In his 
treatment procedure, Dr Corry had an aversion to prescribing 
drugs, and sought to use alternative treatments.
 After many meetings with him, I was firmly of the view 
what needed to be done. He set up a team of psychiatrists/
psychologist to tender for the training of the newly selected 
peer supporters. After an open public tender process Dr 
Corry’s team were successful.
 Applications were invited for the new positions of Peer 
Supporter. The criteria sought in applicants were those 
who could show that they had suffered from workplace 
trauma, had received counselling training and could exhibit 
a particular interest in this area. 80 applicants drawn from all 
divisions were approved for training. 
 The first training programme of 20 members began at 
the Garda College in Templemore. The first morning of the 
first course proved very traumatic indeed and immediately 
reminded us all how difficult the way ahead would be. 
 The course began at 9am and by 11am, only eight of 
the 20 trainees remained in the room. There was so much 
outpouring of emotions that it became very difficult for 
some attendees to continue. After much discussion and soul 
searching the training got back on track. 

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE SERVICE 
I can now say on reflection that in all my service, the 
emotionally charged atmosphere present in the final group 
session of all 80 newly trained Peer Supporters at the Garda 
College is something that will live with me always. I can 
verify that the hair does stand on the back of your neck. The 
outpouring of relief, optimism and determination to assist 
those members in need was humbling to perceive.
 I am delighted to relate that the Employee Assistance 
Service (EAS), under the direction of Supt Della Murray and 
Inspector Brian O’Connor, has blossomed and expanded. 
It now has 680 trained peer supporters and 17 Employee 
Assistance Officers and offers a 24/7 helpline/counselling 
facility with follow-up support when necessary. 
 The EAS is also available to all retired members. We have 
come a long way and hopefully the EAS will continue to 
expand and cater for the needs of both servig and retired 
members.

About the Author: A native of Navan, Co. Meath, Andy 
Fahy joined An Garda Siochana in 1967 and retired as 
Superintendent in November 1998 from the Change 
Management Section. He previously served in Tipperary, 
Laois/Offaly, DMA, Donegal and Cavan/Monaghan. On 
retiring, he joined RTE until 2012. Involved with Ratoath 
GAA since the mid-80s, Andy is chair of Meath GAA’s 
Health & Wellbeing Committee and is a member of the 
County Hearings Committee. He also loves a bit of golf 
and his garden.



Established in 2017, the not-for-profit registered charity 
is operated entirely by volunteers, which includes 

Garda members, retired Garda members, their families, 
friends and civic-minded people from local communities. 
     While the charity has its own entity governed by 
the Charity Regulator, it is supported by An Garda 
Síochána and the Garda Commissioner. The name ‘Little 
Blue Heroes’ came about when it was found that the 
vast amount of the children it supports have a strong 
fascination with police uniform, equipment, vehicles, 
Garda units, etc.
     This has even led some of the children to make a wish 
to become an Honorary Garda and become part of the 
Garda family. As heroes to us with the battles they face, 
these children have become our ‘Little Blue Heroes’. 

Our Vision: The Little Blue Heroes Foundation’s vision is to 
support families of children with serious illnesses in Ireland 
while empowering the lives of children through positive 
community engagement.   
Mission Statement: The Foundation’s mission is to 
provide practical and financial support to families of 
children who have serious illnesses in Ireland, while 
granting the wish of the children it supports to become 
Honorary Gardaí to empower the child and foster positive 
engagement with An Garda Síochána.

The charity provides the following services:
• Financial Support – Providing essential financial 

support to families of serious and terminally ill 
children.

• Honorary Gardaí – Granting the wishes of those 
children its supports by making them Honorary Gardaí 
which includes a ceremony, full uniform, badges, 
tours of a station etc.

• Police Themed Events & Toys – Garda-themed events 
and police toys such as ride on mini-Garda vehicles, 
police Lego, police toy sets, etc...

• Project Haven for Heroes – The charity brings families 
on holidays in Ireland who would not normally get a 
chance to go away, due to the severity of the child’s 
illness or due to financial limitations from the family. 

• Hospital Visits – Members of An Garda Síochána visit 
children in hospital and provides support, a friendly 
chat and happiness for the children and their families.

• Sarah’s Christmas Gift – Sarah Robinson, an 
exceptional young lady from Gorey, Wexford passed 
away peacefully in 2019, following a battle with 
childhood cancer. 

Despite her illness Sarah was always thinking of others, 
particularly those younger than her. Before Sarah’s passing 
her kindness and generosity showed no bounds as she 
nominated any donations that may come from her own 
funeral to be given in aid of Little Blue Heroes to help 
families who have children with serious illnesses. 

‘LITTLE BLUE HEROES’ 
OF AN GARDA 

SÍOCHÁNA
The Little Blue Heroes Foundation has been 
providing practical and financial support to 
the families of children who have serious 
illnesses in Ireland since 2017, while also 
granting the wishes of these children to 
become Honorary Gardaí to empower each 
child and foster positive engagement with 
An Garda Síochána, according to Karl Heller, 
Dublin North Branch.

CHILDREN’S CHARITY
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     This is one of the most inspiring acts of kindness the 
charity has witnessed which is why it matches Sarah’s gift 
of €500 to all the Little Blue Heroes families at Christmas 
in her memory. Sarah’s Christmas Gift includes shopping 
vouchers for food, vouchers for toys and fuel vouchers 
‘Yule Fuel’ for their cars to fuel the journeys to hospital 
appointments over the festive season.

Our Goals:
1. Identify, communicate and financially assist families of 

children who have serious illnesses in Ireland.
2. Provide practical support and enhance community 

links to families of children who have serious illnesses 
in Ireland.

3. Empower the children and create memories for 
families we support by fostering positive community 
engagement with An Garda Síochána. 

Families Helped: Little Blue Heroes Foundation has 
Honorary Gardaí and their families it supports in every 
Garda Region throughout the country. The Foundation 
has inducted over 300 Honorary Gardaí since the charity’s 

inception. It has made available and provided financial 
support to each of the families to ease the financial 
burden they often endure from many of the hidden costs 
when caring for their seriously ill child or children. 

Fundraising: The charity receives no state funding 
whatsoever and relies entirely on fundraisers and events 
organised by members of An Garda Síochána and 
supporters in the community to support the many families 
who need it. The charity has been very fortunate to have 
fantastic support of Garda members, retired members and 
people in the community who have fundraised for the 
cause. 

How to Help Our Heroes: If you wish to support the 
work or would like to do a fundraiser during the year 
please contact Little Blue Heroes Foundation at info@
littleblueheroes.org. To help the foundation continue 
supporting families with children with serious illness all 
donations are greatly appreciated and can be made online 
at: 
• www.ifundraise.ie/littleblueheroes 
• Paypal: info@littleblueheroes.org 
• https://www.facebook.com/fund/littleblueheroes/ 

For further information on the Foundation visit 
www.littleblueheroes.org. Registered Charity Number 
20158712, CHY Number 22275).

About the Author: Karl Heller is proud to have served 
the communities in Dublin, Meath, Monaghan and in 
more recent times as Chief Superintendent at the Garda 
Bureau of Community Engagement. before he retired in 
September 2017. 
     Karl is the chairperson, in a voluntary capacity, of the 
Little Blue Heroes Foundation. His experience in child 
welfare and protection are reinforced by his academic 
study. His experience and knowledge played a significant 
role in becoming nominated and serving as a member of 
the original working group who developed the Children 
First child protection guidelines for Ireland.



There was a new interview process, which would be 
a big step, and as one senior officer advised me, “It 

would not help your promotion prospects if you went”. 
Anyway, I went for and succeeded in the interview. It was 
conducted by five UN interviewers who were globally 
based.
     I was required the week before Christmas in 2007. 
Having been met in Larnaca Airport by Supt Martin Lee 
and his Irish crew, I was given a real hearty welcome. 
There were 18 Irish officers there at the time. The HQ is 
situated in Nicosia on the site of the Old International 
Airport, which had ceased operations since 1974.
     During 2008, the then Senior Police Adviser (SPA) 
decided to retire and with the permission of the then 
Garda Commissioner, I applied for the job. I returned 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AN IRISH 
SENIOR POLICE ADVISER 

WITH THE UNITED NATIONS
John Farrelly, Dublin North Branch, was based at the Garda National Traffic 
Bureau in 2007 when he heard that the UN were seeking nominations from Chief 
Superintendent ranks for the position of Senior Police Adviser in Cyprus. He recalls 
it as the proudest moment of his policing career to represent Ireland and the Gardaí 
abroad when he successfully secured the position in 2008. 

John Farrelly met with Ban Ki Moon at UN Headquarters 
in New York in 2011.

to Dublin after my year as Deputy Senior Police Advisor 
(DSPA) and within a month I was informed that I had 
been successful in securing the top job as Senior Police 
Adviser (SPA). This was a different contract. I would be 
employed by the UN and my direct boss in New York 
would be Ban Ki Moon.

PROUDUST MOMENT OF POLICING CAREER
I would still wear the Garda uniform and be under 
the control of An Garda Síochána. It was the proudest 
moment of my policing career, to represent Ireland and 
An Garda Síochána abroad. Having found out the political 
situation I familiarised myself with the UN policing role, 
previously as DSPA, when I took up the new role as Senior 
Police Adviser.
     The country of Cyprus is divided in two – the North 
(Turkish Cypriots) and the South (Greek Cypriots), with the 
latter having the greater land mass. The divide between 
the two sides – the Buffer Zone – is 180km long, its 
widest point is about 11km, and its narrowest point is a 
mere three metres, which is Spear Alley in Nicosia.
     This dispute has been ongoing since 1974 and the UN 
has been in operation since then. The UN Police Officers’ 
job in the main is to patrol the Buffer Zone and to ensure 
there are no unlawful incursions on either side. There 
are several incursions recorded daily. Additionally, the 
UN police facilitate (under permit) visits within the Buffer 
Zone for humanitarian, farming and religious matters. 

NICOSIA’S OCCUPATION PROTEST
During my time there was also an ongoing occupation 
protest in Nicosia in the Buffer Zone between the Greek 
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot checkpoints. Our GSRMA 
General Secretary, Mick Lernihan, was the Sector 2 



Commander at that time and spent many days and nights 
policing and interacting with this group, which was growing 
by the day. 
     The protest, which raged on for several months, was a 
copy-cat of similar Extinction Rebellion-type protests occurring 
around the world. They finally dispersed after many intense 
diplomatic interactions with this group led by the Sector 2 
Commander and his Deputy Commander, Zaim Prosic from 
Bosnia.
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Protest at LSX – Ledra Street Crossing 2011

     There are nine UN police stations dotted along the 
zone, so apart from the UN police patrolling the Buffer 
Zone, there is also the UN Military. Along the outskirts 
of the Buffer Zone, both the Turkish Military and the 
Greek Cypriot Military keep watch over each other, so 
it is always a volatile situation. 
     During my time there, in addition to Ireland, 
10 other police forces from countries across the 
globe worked under my control – Australia, India, 
Serbia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, El-Salvador, 
Montenegro, Ukraine, the Netherlands and Italy.
     Now that is an experience, we should all try 
sometime. Differing standards, cultures, religions, 
systems of operation, opinions, but it worked and the 
integration worked as well.

CRIME AND CRIMINAL COMMITTEE 
Additional to our policing role, I was charged with 
chairing a Technical Committee on Crime & Criminal 
matters, which was set up with the agreement of the 
leaders of the two communities on the island to create 
cooperation between the two police forces. 
     Regular meetings between both sides eventually 
led to joint policing initiatives and conferences. We 
set up an office in the Buffer Zone, where both police 
services could work together to foster co-operation 
and better relations between the two forces. Bear 
in mind that there had been no formal or informal 
communications between the two forces previously on 
the island.
     I was also a member of the Senior Management 

Senior Police Advisor John Farrelly pictured with his Deputy SPA and Contingent Commanders from Croatia, El Salvador, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ireland, Serbia, Montenegro, Australia and Italy.
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Group that met each morning to access the ongoing 
situations overnight. Every situation no matter how small 
had political ramifications. This Management Group 
comprised the Chief of Mission, Chief of the Military, 
Senior Political Advisor, Chief Logistics Officer and myself.
     The UN Police had no actual police powers to enforce 
the law, we had to rely on our best communications 
skills, encouragement and coercion methods to achieve 

Briefing with senior officers on the Buffer Zone’s Peace 
Line in Cyprus in 2008.

our aims. If there were clear 
breaches of the law in the 
Buffer Zone, then we had 
to call in the Greek Cypriot 
Police (CYPOL).

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 
I had regular formal meetings 
with police chiefs from the 
Greek Cypriot Police and 
the Turkish Cypriot Police, 
separately of course, to 
discuss ongoing problems 
in the Buffer Zone. A lot of 
tea was consumed at these 
meetings and relationships 
built. 
     It was always a very slow 
process to try and gel the 
two together in some sort of 
co-operation. However, there 
were many successes. The 

language of the UN in all dealings is English in Cyprus. 
     One time during my meeting with the new chief of 
CYPOL, he was perplexed that I had been in Cyprus for 
four years at that stage and still did not speak Greek, and 
yet he had to speak English at these meetings. I had my 
liaison officer with me now retired Detective Inspector 
John Brennan (GSRMA Tralee Branch).      
     I started speaking Irish to John and, of course, he 
answered me back in Irish. The chief asked me what I 
was saying. I told him that this was my first language and 
English was my second and that in essence we both had 
made sacrifices to communicate. He got very red faced 
and embarrassed and all he could mutter was that my 
English was very good. We hit it off after that encounter.
     The north is much poorer than the south and the 
difference can be seen immediately when you cross the 
border. Cyprus is mainly a tourist location with fantastic 
beaches dotted throughout the island. Nicosia is more 
inland and a mid-sized city with the same amenities as we 
have, except of course, Lyons’s Tea Bags and Chef Brown 
Sauce.
     The welfare of all officers is very important, and it is 
never forgotten that they are away from home. Therefore, 
in UN headquarters we have a club called The UNPOL 
Club. It’s a bar, with plenty of open spaces for parties 
and gatherings, passing out parades etc. We held our 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations there as well as our cultural 
nights and going-away parties. The police themselves run 

International police officers pictured following ANZAC Day Ceremony in 2012.
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the club and they have a roster in place to make sure it 
ticks over.

GREAT GARDA CAMARADERIE
I always knew there was great camaraderie in An Garda 
Síochána, but the strength of this that I witnessed 
between the different country police forces on mission in 
my nearly five years in Cyprus was second to none. 
     Welfare is a big issue, with each representative country 
having a Contingent Commander who is their immediate 
welfare officer and looks out for them in every way 
possible. Nobody is left to one side; everybody is included 
in everything we do. I made some special friends there 
and our friendship endure to this day.
     Sometimes, certainly discipline issues had to be dealt 

John Farrelly pictured with Jimmy Carter, during the visit 
of the former US President to Cyprus as a peace envoy in 
2011.

Saluting a Medal Parade

with and in some cases during my time, I have had to 
send officers home due to bad behaviour, however 
thankfully these incidences were few and far between. 

PROUD TO BE IRISH 
I had the great honour to meet former US President 
Jimmy Carter and Archbishop Desmond Tutu at that 
time. During the Pope’s visit to the Buffer Zone in 2010, I 
oversaw the police operation to protect him and had the 
privilege of a one-to-one meeting with him afterwards. 
     However, the greatest highlight for me over time 
was witnessing Garda members shine well above their 
designated Garda ranks in senior positions in the zone. 
It made me proud to be Irish and a greater pride to be a 
member of An Garda Síochána. 
     Irish people certainly punch way above our weight in 

the world rankings. We are very well respected and our 
reputation for been friendly and decent follows us no 
matter where we go. This was very evident in Cyprus. 

TIME FOR REFLECTION
When I look back on my time there in Cyprus, I am proud 
of what we achieved and the problems in Cyprus itself are 
far from resolved and sometimes it is a case of one step 
forward and two steps back.
     The UN in Cyprus and New York does its best to 
facilitate and encourage dialogue between both sides, 
but all that can be done is to provide the platform for a 
peaceful solution. It is the people who must always decide 
their own fate. I wish them the very best of luck.

About the Author: A native of Ardee, Co. Louth, 
John Farrelly joined An Garda Síochána in 1976. 
After initially serving in Burnfoot he went to the 
Bridewell, Howth, Irishtown, Press Office and 
Garda Traffic Bureau. 
     He was appointed Deputy Senior Police 
Advisor in UNFICYP Cyprus in 2007. Moving 
to Senior Police Advisor in 2009. He retired 
from An Garda Síochána in 2011 as a Chief 
Superintendent and now lives happily with his 
wife Luma in Dublin. And he still practices his 
singing on a regular basis!
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In this first ever book on the Irish 
Special Branch, Gerard Lovett gives 

a gripping account of the struggle 
for supremacy between the newly 
established Irish Free State and a 
dissident rump of Anti-Treaty IRA 
diehards who refused to accept the 
will of the Irish people, who had voted 
to accept the Treaty in 1922. The 
first squad, known as the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID), was 
based in Oriel House, Dublin.  
     The DMP was in turn amalgamated 
with An Garda Síochána in 1925 and at 
the same time, the Garda Special Branch 
was set up as a national unit under 
Chief Supt David Neligan. 
     They regularly found themselves 
in violent and deadly confrontations 
with former colleagues of Anti-Treaty 
IRA men, who were outraged by the 
partition of the country and determined 
to fight against it to reach their goal of 
an All-Ireland 32-County Republic.  
     The Branch men quickly gained a 
reputation, especially from republicans 
who hated them with a passion.  

Playwright and IRA man Brendan Behan 
would later colourfully describe them 
as “Fugh-faced [sic] bastards intent on 
nothing less than grievous bodily harm.”  
     There was a change of attitude 
when the new Fianna Fail government 
under Eamon de Valera came to power 
in 1932. In an attempt to appease 
the IRA, a major purge of the Special 
Branch followed with over half of 
them being reverted to uniform duties 
and newspapers were reporting the 
imminent demise of the unit.  
     The book is a gripping narrative of 
the vicious struggle with the IRA during 
those years. It is a well-deserved tribute 
to this squad of tough young men who 
successfully kept a lid on a serious threat 
to the state, although many of them 
would pay with their lives in the process.

Ireland’s Special Branch – Defending 
the State 1922–1947, ISBN 978-1-
913934-29-3 is priced at €20 and is 
available from bookshops nationwide 
and online from http://eastwoodbooks.
com/ and traditional online retailers.

Ireland’s Special Branch (1922-1947)
By Gerard Lovett

Book Review by Mick Lernihan

This recent publication by local County Clare historian, Joe Queally, 
tells the intriguing stories of two atrocities culminating in the deaths 

of two members of An Garda Síochána. These atrocities were carried 
out in two remote rural parts of County Clare in the 1920s in a very 
turbulent time in Irish history.
     Down through the years, a lot has been written about the killing of 
Guard Thomas Dowling [Reg. No. 5708] in Fanore in North Clare on the 
night of 28 December 1925.
     However, less print space has been assigned to the killing of Guard 
Tadhg (Timothy) O’Sullivan [Reg. No. 6670] at Tullycrine in West Clare on 
11 June 1929. Both members names appear on the Roll of Honour of 89 
members of An Garda Síochána who have given their lives in the service 
of the State since its foundation in 1922.
     In this publication, the author delves in great detail into the 
circumstances surrounding each event, the subsequent investigations 

ECHOES FROM A CIVIL 
WAR

• The Killing of Guard Thomas Dowling 1925 • 
The Tullycrine Box Bomb 1929 •

Book Review by Tom Conway, Central 
Committee & Bray Branch



BOOK REVIEW

Síocháin   109

carried out and the efforts made to bring those responsible to 
account. From extensive research, as is outlined in the book, 
on both occasions, the two members who died so tragically 
were not the intended targets. 
     While it can be argued that Ireland was still reeling from 
the effects of the War of Independence and the Civil War, 
tensions between local ‘irregular’ IRA units and the newly 
formed Garda Force were very much to the fore in some areas. 
This book describes in detail these tensions and difficulties. 
     This publication is interesting, gripping and a fitting read at 
this time as we celebrate the centenary of the establishment 
of An Garda Síochána in 1922 and remembering these two 

Garda members who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the service 
of the fledgling Irish State in remote parts of Ireland.
     The noted historian Dr. Tomás MacConmara described the 
author “as connected to the roots of County Clare as any man 
can be and for decades has nurtured its culture, history and 
heritage… a deeply considered and admirable work”.

Echoes From a Civil War, ISBN Number 978-0-9546581-4-4 is 
available from the author at joequeally@yahoo.com or www.
echoesfromacivilwar.ie and is offered at a discounted price of  
€17.50, which includes postage, through the email contact to 
GSRMA Members. (Normal price is €20 plus postage).

Although huge numbers apply to join An Garda Síochána at 
every recruitment campaign, it is, in fact, a very competitive 
process where only a small fraction of applicants end up being 
successful. So, what is the secret to success? One word, says the 
author of this very useful guide, is preparation.
     This definitive guide to the Garda Recruitment Process has 
been written by former Garda Supt Noel McLoughlin who 
retired from An Garda Siochana after a distinguished career. He 
served at various ranks in the Dublin Metropolitan Area, Cork 
and in Divisions of Cavan/Monaghan, Longford/Westmeath, 
Garda Headquarters and Community Relations. 
     He was a member of the Garda Interview Panel at the Public 
Appointments Service (PAS) since its inception in 1996 and is a 
past President of the Association of Garda Superintendents. He 
is also a regular contributor to national media discussions on the 
Garda Recruitment process and has featured on RTÉ, TV3, Today 
FM, and Newstalk. 
     As a former member of the Garda Interview Panel at the 
Public Appointments Service, he has personally coached and 
prepared thousands of individuals for the Garda recruitment 
process.
     He shares his insider’s perspective and thinking behind 
each stage of the recruitment process, clearly explaining, and 
providing crucial insights into what the assessors are looking for 
and why. 
     The purpose of this book is to get the applicant 
‘Competition Fit’ for the Garda Recruitment process. In this 
practical book, Noel shares the strategies that will help the 
applicant to:
• Prepare ahead of time for each stage of the recruitment 

process.
• Deliver an outstanding Application Form.
• Comfortably pass the Stage 1 Online Assessment.
• Ace the Report Writing Exercise. 
• Help the applicant pass the Competency Interview.
• How to manage the educational, vetting, medical and 

requirements.
• Practice Q&As are also included in each chapter.

How to Pass the Garda Recruitment 
Process

The Ultimate Insider’s Guide.

Book Review by Billy Saunderson, Editorial Board & Clare Branch

The book is available to purchase from the author on 
www.gardaip.com while the Kindle version is available on 
Amazon, priced at €19.99.



Looking back on it now, I must confess that I was a 
naïve young country guard when I arrived in Dalkey 

Garda Station almost half a century ago. It was a 
miserable wet February afternoon when I apprehensively 
pulled up at a light blue door, matching the colour of my 
wee Fiat 128, on Sorrento Road. 

MEMORIES FROM DALKEY
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A NOSTALGIC RETURN TO 
DALKEY

Eugene Cassidy, Cavan Branch recalls his first day on duty as the new guard at Dalkey 
Garda Station, where he was allocated the number 99F and became known as ‘Ninety-
Nine’. Revisiting the same southside area during the summer of 2019, the memories of his 
two-year term in Dalkey came flooding back.

Dalkey Garda Station

     The neat wooden door was closed so I knocked on 
it, using the black iron knocker provided. There was no 
immediate reply causing me to knock again. The Sergeant 
admitted me to the station. 
     On the way in I explained to him that I was the new 
guard whereupon he rounded on me saying, “Well! Let 
me tell you this much; if you are going to be here the first 
thing, you’d want to learn is how to open a door.”
“Oh sorry! I thought it was locked,” I stuttered.
“Did you push it?”
“No,” I replied.
“Well, that’s how we open doors here; we push them! 
Have you got that?” He snapped.
He scrutinised my D20 then asked, “How long were you 
in Swanlinbar?”

“Almost two years.”
“And they didn’t teach you how to open a door!”
I could see that I had made the worst possible impression 
on this Sergeant - I was somewhat relieved when I learned 
that I wasn’t going to be on his unit. He peered out the 
window at my car. “Is that your car?” He demanded.
“Yes!” 
“They mustn’t have double yellow lines in Swanlinbar!” 
He suggested
“No, they don’t!” I replied.
“Ah! I thought as much - do you know what double 
yellow lines are for?”
“Yes! You can’t park on them,” I naively replied.
“Did you happen to notice the double yellow lines outside 
the station?”
“I did!”
“You DID, and you still parked on them.”
“I have my uniform and other belongings in the car and 
thought it would be okay to park there until I got sorted,” 
I replied.
“Well, it is NOT okay and see to it that you don’t do it 
again,” He replied before directing me to Tobermore Road 
at the back of the station, “You can park your car there 
and the Mess Man will look after you,” He semi-assured 
me.
     I was allocated the number 99F (I became known as 
Ninety-Nine) and spent two years in Dalkey. Whenever 
they were stuck for a member for one of the many 
protection posts in the ‘F ‘District I was sent. Occasionally, 
I got to be the ‘observer’ in either the Dún Laoghaire 
or Blackrock patrol car.  I never settled and, after a 
respectable period of time, I applied for a transfer.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WALK
During the summer of 2019, I attended a wedding in 
Dún Laoghaire where I must say that I met some very 
sophisticated folk; people with doctorates, professorships 
and more degrees than a temperature gauge. 
     Anyway, I went for a long nostalgic walk after the 



meal. My wanderings took me along 
Georges Street in Dún Laoghaire, 
where I was attacked by an irate 
seagull – I suspect that seagulls can 
spot an old ‘culchie’ from a hundred 
paces. 
     Somewhat shaken and out of 
breath, I continued on my way to 
Glasthule and onwards towards 
Dalkey. I passed a house behind a 
high privet hedge split by a black 
wrought iron pedestrian gate along 
the way near Sandycove.

     I recalled, almost a half century 
ago, walking past the same gate in 
the early hours of one morning. I 
remembered that there was a light in 
a spacious upstairs room of this plush 
dwelling set atop stone steps leading 
to the front door. The building itself 
was set back, quite a distance, from 
the road. 
     That morning there appeared 
to have been some kind of ritual in 
progress in the upstairs room. I saw 
people wearing animal headgear 
gathered around a long mahogany 
table. There was a naked woman 
lying perfectly still (facing the ceiling) 
on the table. A person wearing a 
black bull’s head was standing over 
her. I only caught a fleeting glimpse 
of the proceedings because the 
opening in the privet hedge was, 
then as now, less than two paces 
wide.
     By the time I had re-adjusted and 
taken a backward step the room 
had been plunged into complete 
darkness. I had stood looking up at 
the window for a couple of seconds 
wondering if had I imagined the 
scene – then I shrugged my shoulders 
and continued on my way. 

SHOCKING NIGHTMARES
Folk that are into weird rituals will 
probably understand precisely what I 
had glimpsed that night; personally, 
I haven’t got the faintest idea. 
However, I do remember having had 
many shocking nightmares for quite 
some time afterwards.
     Forty-three years later, as I 
paused for a moment on the 
sidewalk outside the same house 
remembering, a shiver went up 
my spine and the bit of hair that I 
have left stood on my head. Once 
again, I shrugged my shoulders and 
continued on my way.
     At the old Our Lady’s Manor 
Nursing Home I turned onto Harbour 
Road. I stopped for a moment 
inhaling the semi-foul smelling sea air 
at Bulloch Harbour.

     I continued on my way towards 
Dalkey. I passed a luxury apartment 
block, the word GUBU flashed 
across my tired old brain, like a bolt 
of lightning – where did I hear that 
word before? I cast my eyes around 
looking for the Shangri La Hotel. 
     However, it was nowhere to 
be seen – it had long since been 
demolished and replaced by more 
luxury apartments reminding me 
that, like the Shangri La, everything 
(including myself) is finite with a 
certain allotted amount of time.
     I walked through Leslie Avenue 
onto Coliemore Road. I took a brief 
look at Tobermore Road before 
heading down Castle Street – I gave 

Sorrento Road a miss this time! I was 
attacked by yet another irate seagull 
on Ulverton Road. I mean, “What 
have these posh seagulls got against 
poor small farmers?”
     When I got back to the wedding 
reception the band was in full voice. 
The music went straight to my toes 
and I rook to the dance floor, like a 
rejuvenated geriatric!
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Bulloch Harbour.

Shangri-La Hotel.

About the Author: Eugene 
Cassidy is a member of the 
Cavan Branch and joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1974. He 
served in Swanlinbar, Dalkey, 
Dromad and finally Ballyconnell. 
Eugene retired from An Garda 
Síochána in 2005. He has written 
short stories for ‘Irelands Own’, 
‘Irelands Eye’ and the ‘Irish 
Examiner’. 
     Prior to joining An Garda 
Síochána, he installed telephones 
for two years and following 
his Garda service, he studied 
and became an Adult Tutor 
and lectured on the topics 
of Computer Skills, Irish and 
Literacy. He resides on what 
he describes as a ‘poor’ farm 
in West Cavan with his wife 
Marina.



The police work at Dromad, 
located on the main Dundalk/

Newry Road near the border at 
Carrickarnon and in the district of 
Dundalk, entailed patrolling all the 
border crossing in the sub-district, 
setting up random checkpoints 
and checking vehicles and persons 
crossing the border both ways.
     The station party in Dromad 
consisted of a Sergeant-in-Charge 
of the station, four unit Sergeants 
(each unit had three Gardai – one 
for station orderly, one driver of the 
patrol car and an observer in the car). 
The station’s only patrol car was in 
use for 24 hours of the day. On the 
checkpoints we were accompanied 
by an army jeep, which contained 
a corporal and three soldiers from 
Aiken Army barracks at Dundalk.
     The British army had a base in 
the GAA pitch in Crossmaglen and 
patrolled their side of the border by 
helicopter and armoured vehicles. 
One day, late June or early July 1974, 
we were performing a checkpoint 
on the main Dundalk/Newry Road 
at Carrickarnon accompanied by the 
Irish Army personnel. A lady motorist 
came from the Dundalk direction 

and informed me that the British 
Army had crossed the border at 
Jonesborough and searched a shed 
on the southern side of the border. 

STAND-OFF AT BORDER CROSSING
I called off the checkpoint at 
Carrickarnon and, accompanied by 
the Irish Army personnel, I went to 
the Border crossing at Jonesborough. 
We took up positions on the 
southern side of the border at the 
bridge, leading into the village of 
Jonesborough. The information I had 
received from the lady motorist was 
correct. 
     There were British soldiers in 
the shed on the southern side of 
the border. I had a clear view of the 
village. On the right-hand side of the 
road were three British soldiers and 
on the left-hand side four young men 
were facing a wall. Their hands were 
on the wall and they had their legs 
apart. It was clear that the soldiers on 
the right-hand side of the road were 
guarding them. 
     Further up the road I saw a small, 
armoured vehicle and standing 
nearby was whom I believed was a 
British Army Officer and he seemed 

to be in charge of the soldiers. I called 
him ‘Captain’ and shouted at him to 
recall his men out of that shed in the 
south. I kept telling him that the shed 
was in the south of Ireland and to get 
his men back into the north. 
     He completely ignored me. I kept 
shouting at him and after about five 
minutes, one of the British soldiers on 
the right came out onto the middle of 
the road, got down on one knee and 
pointed his rifle directly at me. 
     He was about 20 yards from 
me. It took me about 20 seconds to 
realise that he was pointing his gun 
at me. I have to admit that I got very 
angry and I started to shout at the 
‘Captain’, but got no reaction from 
him. 
     I then heard the clicking of my 
guns to my right. I looked and saw 
that the Irish Army personnel were 
pointing their guns at the British 
soldier, still kneeling on the road. 
He got up quickly and moved to the 
right-hand side of the road. I am sure 
he also heard the clicking of the guns 
by the Irish Army personnel. 

BRITISH ARMY WITHDRAWAL
After another few minutes I observed 

SHORT STORY

A DAY AT 
DROMAD 
STATION

One month after his promotion to the rank of Sergeant on 22 April 1974 and following a 
temporary transfer to Blackrock Station a few miles from Dundalk, Andrew J. Kenny, Offaly 
Branch, recalls his policing duties at Dromad Station, after his permanent transfer to the 
station on the border with Jonesborough in County Armagh on 24 May 1974.
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the ‘Captain’ calling his men and they 
all got into the armoured vehicle, 
heading off in the direction of 
Crossmaglen. 
     I was beginning to feel very 
pleased with 
myself that I 
finally got them to 
move. But when 
I looked behind 
me, down on the 
main road was a 
line of Irish Army 
vehicles with guns 
pointing towards 
Jonesborough. 
     I learned 
afterwards that 
the army lads with 
me had radioed 
ahead for help, 
and it had just 
happened that 
some of the Irish 
Army were already 
on manoeuvres 
in Ravensdale, 
a short distance 
from us. 
     The lads who 
had been standing 
at the wall quickly 
moved back into 
the south and 
as they passed, 
I got a ‘Thank 
you Sergeant’, 
from each of 
them. They made 
their way to the 
licensed premises, 
near Dromad 
Station. I sent a 
file on the incident 
to the Sergeant in 
Charge. The file 
never came back 
to me.

About the Author: 
Andy Kenny is 
a member of 

the GSRMA Offaly Branch. He was 
born in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford 
and joined An Garda Síochána in 
1958. He served at Kells, George’s 
Cross, Crossakiel, Ashbourne, 

Dundalk, Arles and finally Birr, Co. 
Offaly, before he retired in 1988 and 
continues to reside. Andy enjoys 
golfing, gardening and a good 
‘Western’.
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Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com  
Website www.gardaretired.com  
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I, .................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to …………………………………….. Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No: ................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address: ………………………………………….… Year of Birth: ……..……………………  
 
I will abide by GSRMA policies on becoming a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.  
The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) Policy & Consent Form are available on our website in the Members’  
Only Area. You must register online to gain access to the Members’ Area.  
 
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ................................................................................. 
 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.  
 
Signature: .......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                             . 
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GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
GSRMA Centenary lapel pin - Sale Price €7

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)         Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:
Centenary Lapel Pin (€7)         Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available
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JOHN BERNARD (BERNIE) 
FEENEY
Pinewood, Elm Park, 
Wilton, Cork.
Birthplace: Corofin, 
Co. Galway.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 12969M
Retired: June 1987
Date of Death: 
31 March 2021

Bernie Feeney was the eldest of eight 
children born in June 1930 in Corbally, 
Cummer, Corofin, Co. Galway.  In his 
youth he won Junior Football & Hurling 
championship medals with Corofin and 
after leaving school, he worked in the 
Tuam sugar factory prior to joining An 
Garda Síochána in November 1955.  
Following his Passing-Out Parade in 
Phoenix Park Depot he was allocated to 
the Bridewell Station, Cork.
 While on beat patrol in Cork City he 
met his future wife Anne Turtle. They got 
married in June 1958 and reared four 
children – Mary, Mick, Tom and Caroline. 
After nine years in the Bridewell, he took 
a transfer to Cobh where the family 
occupied official married quarters. 
 He served in the Cathedral town until 
February 1969 when he moved to Barrack 
Street Station, Cork. The transfer back to 
the city was to facilitate his young family 
attending schools. Barrack Street Garda 
Station was ideal because the family was 
accommodated in official accommodation 
at No. 3 Elizabeth Fort. In August 1983, 
Bernie got facilitated again with a transfer 
to the Prison Escort Unit at McCurtain 
Street Station working under the 
supervision of Sgt Paddy Lee. 
 He retired from the force in June 1987 
having completed 31 years exemplary 
service.
For over 30 years, Bernie was an active 
member of the Cork Garda Male Voice 
Choir and participated in many of choir 

concerts. Both he and Anne enjoyed 
ballroom dancing and were regular 
attendants at the annual Garda Dress 
Dances and social events. They were both 
active players with St Anne’s Pitch & Putt 
Club at Rocklodge where Bernie was a 
founding member and Club Captain. 
He was also a keen golfer and was very 
saddened to put the golf clubs away on 
doctor’s advice. 
 In later years Bernie was a member 
of Wilton SMA Bowles club where he 
remained an active member throughout 
his 80s. In recent years, Bernie was a 
regular attendant at the Cork GSRMA 
Christmas Lunch and was always at the 
ready to sing a song or give a recitation. 
Until the Covid-19, he enjoyed visits 
to Senior Citizens’ Centre at Westgate 
Foundation in Ballincollig. He was proud 
to call Cork his home but travelled at every 
opportunity to his home place in Galway 
where he was always warmly welcomed 
by his brother, sisters and his adoring 
nieces and nephews.
 Bernie died peacefully at home after 
a short illness on 31 March in his 90th 
year surrounded by his family. The Feeney 
family was very touched on reading the 
many condolences from former colleagues 
and friends. Their messages gave us 
encouragement during difficult days 
following the death of our beloved father.

Sonas na bhFlaitheas dá anam.

Born on 10 February 1947, Eugene ‘Bertie’ 
O’Hara joined An Garda Síochána on 18 
January 1967. A native of Ballinamore, 
Co. Leitrim, throughout his career he was 
stationed in the Bridewell, Dublin Regional 
Traffic Unit and Balyjamesduff. After 37 
years he retired on 23 January 2004 with 
an exemplary service record. 
 Pre-deceased by his daughter Mary, 
he is remembered by his wife Breda, and 
children Sinéad, Clodagh, and Eoghan. 
Bertie was known to many people by 
many different names –Bertie, Eugene, 
Dad, and most recently he became 

affectionately known as ‘Grakgra’. It is 
fitting that he was known by so many 
names, as he managed to squeeze several 
lifetimes into his 74 years. 
 A fearless footballer he played for 
Ballinamore and in goals for the senior 
championship that won the 1968 Leitrim 
final, later travelling to play in New York 
and Boston for the Leitrim team. His fine 
footballing skills skipped a generation 
but are very evident in both of his 
granddaughters Helen and Alison. 
 He never lost his fondness for the GAA 
and after having up his boots he went 

EUGENE ‘BERTIE’ O’HARA
Townparks Manor, Kells
Co. Meath
Birthplace: Ballinamore, 
Co. Leitrim
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 16808D
Retired: 23 January 2004
Date of Death: 
23 June 2021
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Denis P. Corcoran
Churchtown, Dublin. 
Birthplace: Gorey, 
Co. Wexford 
Rank: Sergeant 
Reg. No.: 17467L 
Retired: January 2006
Date of Death: 
22 May 2021 

on to become Chairman of the Celbridge 
Club and was actively involved in 
fundraising effects to build the clubhouse. 
 Thirty seven of those years were 
spent working in An Garda Síochána, 
his daughter Sinéad also joined and 
is currently attached to Liaison and 
Protection in Garda Headquarters. From 
his first posting in the Bridewell, to his last 
in Ballyjamesduff he helped many people 
throughout his career, including two 
separate occasions when he entered the 
Liffey to rescue people. 

 In 1979 Pope John Paul II personally 
presented him with a medal during his visit 
to Ireland. He is very fondly remembered 
by all of his former colleagues.  While 
home was many places for Bertie, 
including Celbridge, Cavan and Kells it is 
fitting that he now returns home to  
 Ballinamore to rest in peace with this 
daughter Mary. 
Eugene’s family wish to express their 
deepest appreciation and gratitude for all 
the messages of condolence, Mass cards 
and support received.

Denis P. Corcoran (‘The Deputy’) was born 
in his beloved Co. Wexford on 5 January 
1949. He grew up there amongst the 
people and fields that he loved so very 
much for the rest of his life. 
 He faithfully served the people of 
Ireland as a proud member of An Garda 
Síochána in Fitzgibbon Street and Store 
Street Stations. Upon his promotion to 
Sergeant, he also served in Shantonagh 
and Pearse Street. Denis was awarded life-
time honorary membership of the Lough 
Egis and Lough Bawn Rod and Gun Club 
for his services to the local community of 
Shantonagh. 
 His life was one filled with 
accomplishment, his many obsessions 
and care for his family. He was a keen 
photographer, an active member of the 
Irish Countryside Alliance, an academic of 
accomplishment, he was an eager apiarist, 
an avid collector of Ferguson tractors and 
their many associated parts (‘scrap’ to his 
beloved wife, Mary) and most of all, he 
loved to care for and cultivate the land 
and wild-life that surrounded him. He 
spent a life-time developing his farm and 
was rightly proud of his legacy of owl-
boxes, sheds, fenced-ditches, well-drained 
fields and correctly hung gates. 
 Denis’s care of his family will always be 
cherished. He was a dad that was looked 
up to and revered by his sons Donal, John 
and Paul and his daughter, Joanne. He 
was a dad that was generous to a fault 
and loved Christmas morning fun. He was 

clever and extremely well-read. He was 
conservative and was often very serious, 
but he could also be the wittiest of men. 
He always befriended those in need. He 
loved to laugh. He also loved family meals, 
making sure everyone over-ate and story 
telling. The kitchen table will never be the 
same without his presence. 
 Nobody can be perfect, but dad was 
as close to being the most perfect dad 
anyone could have and we all really, really, 
miss him. Denis loved, Mary, his wife and 
she, in return and equal measure, loved 
him back. They were wonderful together 
and never let each other down. Most of 
all, they brought out the very best in each 
other. Together, they utterly spoiled their 
grandchildren, in whom they are so proud. 
 Denis showed the strength and true 
grit that, defined his life, right ‘til the 
end. Cancer took him from those whom 
dearly loved him on the 22 May 2021. His 
family are so very grateful to all those who 
cared for Denis through his sickness and 
offered their support and kindness, after 
he passed. 
 Denis meant so much to us, he was a 
hard-working man and a great Husband, 
Brother, Friend, Relative, Neighbour, Father 
and Grandfather. His life’s work stands 
fast, it’s left its mark on each of us and 
so he lives still in our hearts. Denis, thank 
you, for all that you did and for being you. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.



Eamon Kingston died peacefully on 7 
October 2021 in the tender and loving 
care of the staff of Ardeen Nursing Home, 
Thurles. He and his wife Angela had been 
resident there since January 2020.
 Eamon was born in Dundalk in 1936 
where his father was stationed as a Garda 
Sergeant. He was one of nine children and 
grew up in Glaslough, Co Monaghan and 
was educated by the Christian Brothers. 
Eamon followed in his father’s footsteps and 
joined An Garda Síochána in 1957. His first 
service was a short period in the Carlow/
Kildare division.
 This was followed by nine very enjoyable 
years in Donegal where he served in 
Glenties, Milford and Ballyshannon. During 
this time, he met his future wife, Angela. 
I remember him making reference to his 
multi-tasking skills at his retirement party in 
1993. He was able to direct traffic, prevent 
crime and observe Angela while on duty at 
the Diamond in Donegal Town.
 Eamon joined the staff of the Garda 
College in 1967 and was followed to 
Templemore a year later by Angela when 
they got married. Eamon served as an 
instructor in the Garda College for the next 
26 years. He spent eight years instructing 
in the Driving School, 13 years teaching 

legal studies and for the last five years he 
taught computer training. These figures like 
the man himself are precise, lifted from an 
archived article on his retirement in ‘The 
Tipperary Star’ newspaper.  
 Eamon was always proud of his driving 
skills and particularly the courses he 
undertook at the Metropolitan Police Driving 
School in Hendon London. He put these 
skills to good use in retirement and drove 
school buses for Glasheen’s of Holycross for 
several years.     
Eamon had a good life. He and Angela 
raised three sons Sean, Eamon and Dermot.  
  Unfortunately, he was pre-deceased 
by Dermot on 7 July 2016. Eamon had a 
fine voice and he was involved in several 
choirs over the years. 
 A man of deep faith he was often to be 
found in the church in his latter years. He 
was one of a team of four retired Gardaí 
who counted the weekly collection each 
Monday morning for over 20 years.
 Angela, Sean and Eamon would like to 
thank all the serving and retired members 
and their families who attended the funeral, 
provided guards of honour and extended 
such lovely sympathies to our family,

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

DES FINNERAN
Drumbern, Milford, 
Co. Donegal
Birthplace: Taughmaconnell, 
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 182622Y
Retired: August 1985
Date of Death: 
31 October 2020

Son of Garda Frank Finneran, Des was 
born in Taughmaconnell, Co. Roscommon.  
His career brought him to Donegal as a 
Garda, serving in Rathmelton, Buncranna, 
Burtonport and Letterkenny.   On promotion 
to Sergeant he served in Letterfrack, Co. 
Galway and then to Kerrykeel, Co. Donegal 
where he served from 1966 until his 
retirement in 1985.
 Des married Bernadette Sweeney from 
Dungloe in 1962. They were blessed with 
five children Patrick, Mary, Frankie, Angela 
and Ted and two grandchildren Meabh and 
Eimear. On retirement he moved to Milford, 
Co. Donegal.
 Des enjoyed an active retirement. He 
moved to London in 1988 and worked in 
various security posts until 2002. He lived 
in Wimbledon and was a stalwart on the 
committee of the South London Irish Centre 

in Wimbledon. 
 Returning to Milford, he remained active 
in politics (FG) and in Milford St Vincent 
de Paul.  An occasional golfer, he was 
Captain of Portsalan Golf Club in 1972 and 
remained a trustee of the club for over 40 
years. 
 As a boy, he attended Croke Park for 
Roscommon’s two All-Ireland Football 
wins in 1943 (Cavan) and 1944 (Kerry).   
While disappointed in the long wait for 
Roscommon’s third title, he took some 
compensatory satisfaction in his adopted 
county’s success in 1992 and 2012. 
 Pre-deceased by his wife Bernie, Des was 
laid to rest in Milford Cemetery following his 
funeral Mass in St. Peter’s Church.

May he Rest in Peace
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EAMON KINGSTON
Roscrea Road, Templemore
Co. Tipperary
Birthplace: Dundalk, 
Co. Louth
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 13301K
Retired: September 1993
Date of Death: 
7 October 2021



Gerard (Gerry) Durkan died peacefully on 
9 November 2021 aged 87 at Hamilton 
Park Nursing Home, Balbriggan, Co. 
Dublin surrounded by his family.
He spent much of his adult life living in 
Lusk, Co. Dublin where he was stationed 
as Garda from 1964 to 1981. He worked 
in the Louth/Meath Division from 1957 
to 1964 during his early part of his career 
as a Garda. His final period in An Garda 
Síochána was spent working in Garda 
Headquarters in the Phoenix Park from 
1981 to 1990. Additionally, he spent 
seven years working on the building sites 
in England.
 Gerry was originally from Killala, Co. 
Mayo. He was a proud Mayo man and 
remained a loyal supporter of Mayo Gaelic 

football team all his life. He is old enough 
to remember when Mayo last won the All-
Ireland football final in 1951. He played on 
the county’s minor team around that time. 
 While in Dublin, he was a member of 
the Dublin branch of the Mayo Association 
and of the past pupils’ association of 
Muredach’s College in Ballina, Co. Mayo.
 Gerry is survived by his wife Mary and 
sons Garrett, Mark, Michael and Jarlath.   
He is sadly missed by them and by his 
daughters-in-law Donna, Tifanny, Mitzie 
and Amy as well as his grandchildren, 
extended family, friends and former Garda 
colleagues.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis
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GERARD DURKAN
Birthplace: Gorey, 
Co. Wexford 
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13257H 
Retired: 1990
Date of Death: 
9 November 2021 

It was with great sadness that we 
learned of the death of John McGurk 
on 11 October 2021. John passed away 
peacefully two months short of his 93rd 
birthday and was one of the longest 
serving members of the Bray Branch of the 
GSRMA. 
 John McGurk grew up in West Belfast 
and on leaving school at the tender age 
of thirteen and a half, took on his first 
job with a local timber company. He 
subsequently joined the Irish Army and 
was on regular motor bike duties escorting 
the President of Ireland on official formal 
occasions. 
 After three years, he completed his 
service with the Army and joined the 
Automobile Association. He was assigned 
a motor bike and sidecar and based in 
Kilkenny. While based in Kilkenny John met 
Patricia, his first wife, who sadly passed 
away in 1997. 
 John joined An Garda Síochána in 
1954. At the time of joining, his contact 
address was the Salvation Army Hostel, 
York Street, Dublin. His first station was 
ironically Templemore, Co. Tipperary in 

1954 some years before the Government 
opened the training centre in the town. 
He subsequently served in Clonmellon 
and Mullingar and transferred to Bray in 
1974 where he continued to serve until his 
retirement in 1985.
 He also made Bray his home and lived 
there right up to the time of his death. 
Following the death of his first wife, John 
subsequently married Anne and they both 
enjoyed a healthy and happy life together 
for many years in retirement. 
 John McGurk will be remembered as 
a person who had a sensible approach to 
all issues which he encountered during his 
working life and continued that approach 
into his retirement.
John’s wife Anne, his daughter Deirdre 
and extended family would like to thank 
all his colleagues, both serving and retired, 
for their support at the time of his death. 
Thanks also to those who attended his 
funeral and sent messages of support and 
sympathy.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

JOHN MCGURK
Seacrest, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
Birthplace: Varna St, Falls 
Rd, Belfast.
Date of Birth: 
26 December 1928 
Reg. No: 10839A
Rank: Sergeant
Retired: 26 December 1985
Date of Death: 
11 October 2021
  



John was born in Dromcollogher, Co. 
Limerick in 1943. He joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1965 and was initially stationed 
at Cabra Station in Dublin. 
 He subsequently served at Clontarf 
Station before transferring to Transport 
Details in the Garda Depot, Phoenix Park 
in 1975. His final posting was driving 
President Mary McAleese from her 
inauguration until his retirement in 2000.
 After his retirement from An Garda 
Síochána, John went to work at 
Archbishops House driving Archbishop 
(later Cardinal) Connell. John was married 
to Caitlín for nearly 53 years and they had 
four children – Aisling, Ciara, Conor and 
Aoife. 
 John was proud of all his children and 
especially that Ciara, Conor and Aoife 
followed in his footsteps and became 

members of An Garda Síochána. John 
was also a loving grandfather to his seven 
grandchildren.
 John never forgot his Co. Limerick 
roots and was a staunch supporter of 
Limerick hurling and made many trips to 
their matches over the years. It was fitting 
that the last hurling match he was able to 
attend was the All-Ireland Final in Croke 
Park 2018 where Limerick finally lifted the 
Liam McCarthy cup after a 45 year wait. 
John also loved national hunt racing and 
made the annual pilgrimage to Cheltenham 
for many years.
 John passed away peacefully at home 
after a long battle with dementia lovingly 
cared for by Caitlín. He will be sadly missed 
by his family and many friends.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

Kevin was born on 4 May 1932 one of 
five children, three boys and two girls to 
James and Margaret Duffin. Kevin began 
his training for An Garda Síochána in 
the Garda Depot in 1953 and was first 
stationed in Green Street (the debtor’s jail) 
in Dublin.
 Following this Kevin was stationed 
in the Bridewell DMA (where he met his 
future wife Harah while on the beat), 
Kevin Street, Pearse Street and the Traffic 
Department, Dublin Castle. In 1977 Kevin 
transferred to Transport and Details, Garda 
Headquarters from where he retired in 
1989 following a distinguished career of 
36 years’ service. 
 On 2 October 1975 Kevin was awarded 
the Gold Scott Medal for bravery for 
an incident on 3 October 1968. Following 
a high-speed pursuit, he disarmed and 
arrested one of three armed raiders who 
was in possession of a loaded rifle. While 
stationed in the Traffic Department, Dublin 
Castle Kevin had the unique distinction of 
driving President John F. Kennedy in the 
back of his unmarked patrol car when the 
crowds in the Phoenix Park necessitated 
switching President Kennedy to another 
car. 

 Kevin was one of the 
founding members of the Garda Síochána 
Male Voice Choir in 1972 and remained an 
active and committed member for almost 
50 years. He was very proud that during 
the Garda Síochána pilgrimage to Rome 
in 1982 the Choir sang at a mass for An 
Garda Síochána celebrated by Pope John 
Paul II. 
 Kevin was very well regarded 
and respected throughout the Garda 
organisation and his continuing 
friendships long into retirement with 
serving and retired members attested to 
the regard and high esteem he was held 
in. Kevin and his wife Harah were married 
in July 1957 and settled their family of five 
girls and two boys in Terenure, Dublin. 
 Following retirement from the Garda 
Síochána, Kevin served for 21 years as 
Sacristan in St. Pius X Church, Templeogue. 
Kevin and Harah were happily married for 
nearly 62 years until sadly Harah died in 
June 2018. Kevin died on 26 July 2021 
in Tallaght University Hospital following a 
short illness. He was 89. 
 
Ar dheis go raibh a anam dílis.
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JOHN SCULLY
Birthplace: Dromcollogher, 
Co. Limerick
Rank: Garda 
Reg No.: 16415A
Retired: 25 May 2000
Date of Death:
9 June 2021 

KEVIN DUFFIN
Terenure, Dublin 6W
Birthplace: 
Clonreher, Mountmellick, 
Portlaois, Co. Laois
Born: 4 May 1932
Rank: Garda 
Reg No.: 12793M
Retired: 4 May 1989
Date of Death: 
26 July 2021



Maurice Dowling, who sadly passed on 29 
August 2021, was born in Kerry in 1934. He 
died peacefully, surrounded by his wife Patsy, 
his children Helena, Francis, Trisha, Mossie 
and Bertie, and their extended family.
 Maurice grew up in Kerry and spent a 
very happy childhood there. At 21, Maurice 
passed out as a Garda and was stationed in 
Ballina. On an otherwise normal day, he went 
to the Woolworths and met his soon-to-be 
wife, Patsy. He immediately knew he would 
spend the rest of his life with her and has 
loved her for every moment of their 66 years 
together since. 
 As a Garda, Maurice truly believed he 
was a guardian of the peace, rather than an 
enforcer of the law. Throughout his career, 
he was stationed in Ballina, Balla, Corrinshigo 
and Castlebar and was very well respected 
wherever he went. He was fair and kind, a 
gentleman to his core. Maurice retired after 
39 years on the force but remained an active 
and highly regarded member of the local 

community in Castlebar. 
 He was involved in the Castlebar Athletics 
Club, the Choral Society, Probus, the 
Pantomime, and the Castlebar Men’s Shed. 
He took part in the Castlebar International 
Four Day Walks and received a gold medal 
for completing 10 years of the event. 
 Maurice also walked in Germany, 
Holland, Switzerland and Israel, which 
was the highlight of his walking career. He 
enjoyed taking part in question time, having 
won an All-Ireland with Macra na Ferime as a 
younger man in 1965.
 Maurice was also known as ‘GG’, after 
his eldest great-grandchild found ‘great-
grandad’ to be too much of a mouthful. 
With a gang of 18 grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren, he was an incredibly 
proud and loved man. The entire family, his 
friends, his colleagues and his community are 
heartbroken to have lost him. 

May he Rest in Gentle Peace
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MAURICE DOWLING
Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Birthplace: Ardfert, Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 12751K
Retired: 16 March 1994
Date of Death: 
29 August 2021

Michael O’Connor, affectionately known as 
‘Haulie’, was born on 7 July 1939 in Killarney 
to parents Dan and Delia. He has a brother 
Noel and a sister Joan (Culloty). 
Haulie grew up in Killarney and offered many 
stories of his youth to those who would 
listen. 
 He participated in many activities in his 
youth. He played basketball with the Busby 
babes and football with Dr Crokes GAA. He 
was active in the Order of Malta Ambulance 
Corps and an officer in the FCA.
 As a young man, Haulie left his beloved 
Kerry to join An Garda Siochana. He 
graduated with the class or November 
1960 at Dublin Castle. His first station was 
Skibbereen, West Cork where he met his 
wife Eileen Keohane. They married and 
moved to Clonmel. Co. Tipperary. 
 On promotion to Sergeant they moved to 
Clogheen, Co Tipperary. Haulie was further 
stationed in Thurles and Cahir. The family 
home remained in Clogheen where they 
raised five children, Rebecca, Eileen, Jacinta, 
Michal and Mary. They were also blessed 
with 12 adored grandchildren. They led a 
wonderful happy life with many travels and 
much zest for life.  Haulie loved going Horse 

Racing and following his greyhounds. 
 As a true Kerryman, Haulie always 
supported his home county. He travelled to 
every football match and forever remained 
in solidarity with his brethren. He stood 
amongst his adopted Tipperary men and 
women in defiance of them and indeed his 
Cork wife to show he would always remain a 
Kerryman at heart. 
 He celebrated his 80th birthday in the 
Great Southern Hotel, Killarney on 7 July 
2019, surrounded by his extended family 
and friends. His story of working in the 
Great Southern as a young boy resounded 
with his presence there. It was a remarkable 
celebration of his life. 
 Haulie passed away on 24 January 2021 
at the Bons Hospital in Cork at the height 
of the Covid 19 pandemic. He is desperately 
missed by his family. Following a Requiem 
mass in Clogheen, Co. Tipperary, he was laid 
to rest in Shanrahan Cemetery under the 
graceful shadows of the Knockmealdown 
mountains. 

May he Rest in Peace there and be visited 
for a chat by those who loved him.

MICHAEL O’CONNOR
Clogheen, Co. Tipperary.
Birthplace: Killarney, Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.:14450K
Retired: July 1996
Date of Death: 
24 January 2021



James Martin Earley was born on 6 August 
1931 to James Early and Ellen McMorrow. 
His father James [Reg. No. 2971] was a 
founder member of An Garda Siochana. 
James had two other siblings, his late 
brother Paul (Sergeant Rtd. Blackrock, 
DMA) and his sister Theresa also deceased. 
     His formative years were spent in 
Dowra, Co. Cavan with the family living 
first in Dowra Garda Barracks, before 
moving to the cottage just outside Dowra 
in the townland of Cashel, Co. Cavan. 
     Like his other siblings James attended 
Tullycleevan National School, Dowra 
where he too was taught by his mother 
Ellen. On finishing National School, he 
was first a Pupil at the Franciscan College 
Mutlyfarnham, Co Westmeath up-to his 
Inter Certificate.
     He then sat his Leaving Certificiate in 
Summerhill College, Sligo Town. Following 
his Leaving Cert, James for a brief period 
worked in the Department of Post & 
Telegraphs, before joining An Garda 
Siochana in 1958 where he remained until 
his Retirement from the Force in 1988. 
     His first posting was to Fitzgibbon 
Street along with his brother Paul. He 
then transferred to the Bridewell, Dublin, 
where he was stationed for a number of 
years. During his time there he established 
a strong trust and rapport with both 
colleagues and peers, and was affectionally 
know to all as ‘The Kid’. He then went 
on to spend the rest of his Service in the 
Command and Control Room, Dublin 
Castle, from whence he retired. 
     It was a matter of some amusement 
to his family, that both he, his father, and 
brother were simultaneously drawing 

the Garda Pension, and this led to some 
interesting conversations on the subject 
matter of Index Linking, Pension increases 
and the like. 
     James met his wife Sheila (Bodkin) in 
1970 and they married in 1973.They spent 
many happy years together in their home 
in Clontarf, holidaying in Ireland, especially 
to their favourite Counties namely Donegal, 
Roscommon & Sligo, and also their many 
trips to Europe. 
     From his school days in Summerhill 
College Seamus was a life long supporter 
of Sligo Rovers through thick and thin, 
making many happy trips to Sligo Town to 
watch his team play. 
     Seamus enjoyed doing his daily 
Crossword. He was also an enthusiastic 
walker, one year completing the Dublin 
City Marathon. He also enjoyed social 
interaction and had a wide and varied 
cross-section of friends and acquaintances. 
His other great interest was his love of 
music, and he was considered to be an 
accomplished singer. 
     Seamus was a Resident in Beneavin 
Nursing Home, Glasnevin, Dublin until 
his death in March 2021. During his time 
there Sheila would like to pay tribute to the 
Nursing and Care Staff for the care, time 
and attention shown him. 
     Sheila and Family would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all of Seamus’ 
friends, neighbours and former colleagues 
who either attended in person or on-line 
his funeral Mass or who sent messages of 
sympathy. 

Do dtuga Dia suaimhneas da anam.

JAMES / SEAMUS EARLEY 
Clontarf. 
Birthplace: Dowra, 
Co. Cavan. 
Rank: Garda. 
Reg. No.: 10809L 
Retired: 6 August, 1988. 
Date of Death: 
25 March 2021
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James Fleming [Reg. No. 17935C] was born 
on 22 June 1949. A native of Co. Laois, 
he was the youngest of a family of nine 
and was educated in the local national 
school before attending Patrician Brothers 
Secondary School in Tullow and Ballyfin 
Boarding School.
In his native county he is fondly 
remembered as a wonderfully talented 
footballer both with club and county 
throughout the 1960s and 1970s. 
Like many of his contemporaries 
Seamus emigrated to the UK. He lived and 
worked in London for a couple of years 

working in construction and the Vauxhall 
factory. 
     In the late 60s and early 70s he played 
with the Sean Tracey’s Club and the London 
footballers. In 1970 he won his first All-
Ireland Junior Championship winner’s 
medal with London against Kildare. 
     In 1971 he captained the Sean Tracey’s 
to the All-Britain Championship.
After returning home in September 
1971 to join the Garda Síochána 
he resumed playing with his local club-
St Joseph’s.  In 1973 this team went on 
to win the senior county championship.  

SEAMUS FLEMING
Urcher, Stranooden
Monaghan.
Birthplace: Swan, Wolfhill, 
Co. Laois.
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No: 17935C
Date of Death: 
27 October 2021
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In the same season he also won his 
second All-Ireland junior title, this 
time with Laois against his old London 
team, a unique achievement. He was 
a member of the Cavan/Monaghan 
Garda inter divisional football teams that 
won three All Irelands.  He was also a 
renowned handballer. 
     Seamus’ period of training was 
extended by six weeks after he broke 
his arm playing football outside 
the training centre. On completion 
of Part 1 training in March 1972 he 
was transferred to Monaghan town. 
Initially he served in the uniform section 
but after six years moved into the detective 
branch where he remained until his 
retirement in 2006. 
During his service Seamus was central 
to the many policing operations and 
investigations along the border at what 
was a tough and challenging time for all 
frontline Gardaí and their families. Panic or 
fear were never part of his DNA. 
     His courage was tested in the early 
hours of 9 September 1977 when on 
mobile patrol unarmed, he confronted, 
arrested and disarmed a high-profile IRA 

activist. This merited him being awarded 
the Scott Medal for bravery in 1978.  He 
was also part of the Garda search team 
that rescued Don Tidey at Derrada Woods 
in Ballinamore in December 1983.  
Following his retirement in June 2006 
Seamus set up and managed his own 
successful school of motoring in Monaghan 
town. Despite Covid restrictions and a strict 
compliance with public health guidelines a 
very well attended funeral mass for Seamus 
took place at Monaghan Cathedral on 29 
October 2021. 
     Those who could not attend in person 
waited along the route from his home to 
the Cathedral silently paying their respects. 
The coffin was carried by 12 retired 
members and was draped with a St 
Joseph’s club jersey  
     Over 70 retired members of GSRMA 
from afar took part in the guard of honour 
along with members of St. Joseph GAA 
football club giving us that opportunity 
to pay a final farewell to an esteemed 
colleague and friend.   

May he Rest in Peace.

Thomas Aidan McNanamy (affectionately 
known in Ashbourne as Big Tom) died in 
his home in Ashbourne, Co. Meath on the 
2nd of June 2021.  Aidan joined the Gardaí 
in 1961 and after completing his training 
he was posted to Trim, Co Meath. 
     He later served at Dunshaughlin and 
Nobber and was subsequently transferred 
to Ashbourne in 1969. He was promoted 
Sergeant in 1983 and was transferred to 
Tinahealy, Co. Wicklow.  He returned to 
Ashbourne in 1985 and served there until 
he retired in 1998.
     While serving in Nobber Aidan met his 
future wife, Mai (nee Walsh) of Co Mayo. 
Mai was working in the Post Office in 
Drogheda. They were married in 1972.
     Aidan is survived by his wife Mai and 
their children, Kieran, Oliver, Finian, Mary-

Claire and Aidan Junior. Mary-Claire is a 
serving Garda in Dublin.
     Aidan was a gentle person who served 
the public with courtesy and efficiency in 
all the places he served. He had a keen 
interest in photography and electronics.
     Mai and family would like to thank 
the Gardaí at Ashbourne for providing a 
very appreciative Guard of Honour at the 
funeral.They would also like to thank their 
neighbours and friends for their support 
during Aidan’s last weeks of his life In 
particular, a special word of thanks to 
Mary-Claire’s partner, Rory Carey, who gave 
exceptional help in the McNanamy home 
during Aidan’s sickness.

May Aidan Rest in Peace.

THOMAS AIDAN 
MCNANAMY
Maple Grove, Ashbourne, 
Co. Meath. 
Born: Kilavill, Ballymote, Co 
Sligo.
Rank: Sergeant.
Reg No.: 14911L
Retired: 1989
Date of Death: 2 June 2021
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ST MICHAEL’S ROWING CLUB – 1968 

Front (l-r): Captain Paddy Tracey, Michael Moore (Cox), Unknown.

Back (l-r):  Garda Michael Marrinan, Garda Peter Holland, Garda John 

O’Connor, Vinny O’Driscoll, Garda John L. O’Sullivan, Garda William 

Quinn, Garda Ben O’Sullivan, Garda Charlie Brennan, Garda Michael 

Murphy, Vice-Captain Ted Phayer, 

(Courtesy of Michael Murphy, Limerick City)Archive
Snapshots

CORK GARDA FOOTBALL TEAM – 1969 

Garda Football Team at the Mardyke Sports Grounds in Cork on 22 May 1969, 

when they played St. Nick’s in the first round of the Cork County Football 

Championship.  

Front (l-r): Michael Bambury, Kevin Donnelly, Tom Kirby, Frank Thornton, Gerry 

Cleary, Michael O’ Loughlin, Joe Tubridy, Tom Barry, John F. O’ Brien.

Back (l-r): Gabriel Quirke, Joe King, Pat Finn, J.P. O’Sullivan, Pat Carey, John 

O’Shea, Jack McGrath, John Buckley, Mick Murphy, Joe Long, Ben Coghlan, Paul 

Downey.

(Courtesy of Joe Tubridy, Cork City)

GARDA ROWING CLUB SENIOR WINNERS – 1968 

(Courtesy of Peter O’Connor, Dublin West)

OLYMPIANS AND WORLD CHAMPIONS AT THE GARDA SPORTS DAY 

IN MAGNERS FIELD, CLONMEL – AUGUST 1929 

Pictured (l-r): J. Tisdall, Nenagh (Brother of Bob Tisdall), Dr. Pat 

O’Callaghan (Olympic Champion), Tom Kiely, Carrick-on-Suir 

(World & Olympic Champion), Percy Kirwan, Kilmacthomas (Long 

Jump Champion), J.J. Ryan, Tipperary Town (10000m and Cross 

Country Champion), Commissioner O’Duffy, Dan Fraher, Dungarvan 

(Fraher Field named after him in Dungarvan), Peter O’Connor, 

Waterford (Olympic Long Jump Champion), Pat Davin, Carrick-

on-Suir (High Jumper & Brother of Maurice Davin), Paddy Stokes, 

Tipperary (Athlete & Footballer).

(Courtesy of John O’Keeffe, Dublin West)
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WEDDING DAY AND 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF AN GARDA 

SÍOCHÁNA – JUNE 1972 

Mick and Maria Donegan’s wedding day at Mount Argus by 

Father Daly on 14 June 1972 was the same day as the 50th 

Anniversary since the foundation of An Garda Síochána.

Pictured (l-r): Dan Matthews, Eamon Coleman, Ted Donegan, 

Dave Donegan, Jim Shore, Des Lynch, Tony Egan, Sean Tansey 

(Garda Motorcyclist), Mick Keville, Denis Donegan, John O’Hara 

and Bill Donegan along with the Bride and Groom, Maria and 

Mick Donegan.

(Courtesy of Mick Donegan, Dublin South)

RETIRED SGT PATRICK QUINN [REG. 
NO. 1700] CUTS THE GOLDEN 
JUBILEE CAKE, GREVILLE ARMS 
HOTEL IN MULLINGAR IN 1972. 
(Courtesy of his son, Brendan Quinn, 

Meath Branch)

MCCURTAIN STREET 1965 – CORK FILM FESTIVAL 

This photo will bring back memories of the Cork Film Festival 

in the mid-1960s and captures the occasion when five beautiful 

ladies and film stars visited McCurtain Street Garda Station to 

express their appreciation for security provided during their stay 

at the nearby Metropole Hotel.  

     The photo captures Sgt Pat Hynes (front row) showing off 

his stripes. On the opposite side of the front row is Sgt Jamsie 

Dillon (Drill Instructor for many years in the Garda Depot) who is 

in civilian attire with his arms around a film-star.

     The man immediately behind Jamsie Dillon could be 

Garda Pat McInerney, smiling in the centre is Sgt Pat Ryan, while 

in the third row (extreme left with open neck shirt) is Pat Nolan, 

now in his 93rd year and living in Carrignavar. Second from left 

in the same row was British film and stage actor Ronald Shiner 

and Mexican/Hollywood actress Linda Christian. Fifth was an 

English /Hollywood actor Edmond Purdom. 

     Close to him in uniform is Garda Noel Dee and just behind 

him in uniform is Gerard Keane. The man with the fine 

head of black hair behind Sgt Timmy Ryan is famous Laois 

Footballer Mich McDonnell (still going well in Cobh). 

     Finally, the young uniform Garda at the back on the 

extreme right is now retired Garda Supt Dan Mullins. Our 

appreciation to Mrs Clare Murphy for identifying some of the 

film stars. 

(Courtesy of Dan Mullins, Cork City) 

COBH DRESS DANCE – 1965 

Front (l-r): Mick McNamara, Paddy Driscoll, Superintendent Tom Kenny, Pat Murphy 

(Carrigaline), Pat Hughes (District Clerk),  Back (l-r): Joe Nash, ____, Bernie Feeney, 

Maurice Herlihy, Dan Mullins, Mattie Keane, John Relihan, Ollie Keaney, Jim Clifford, Pat 

Laverty, Dan Harte.

(Courtesy of Dan Mullins, Cork City)
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KNOCK PILGRIMAGE – 1990 (Courtesy of John Duffy, Dublin West)

CATHOLIC OBSEQUIES SOCIETY AND PASSIONIST COMMUNITY MEMBERS AT 
MOUNT ARGUS WITH COMMISSIONER PAT BYRNE – EARLY 1990s (Courtesy of 
John Duffy, Dublin West)

UN PRE-DEPLOYMENT COURSE – 2002 
(Courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South)

INSPECTORS’ PROMOTION COURSE – 1998 

Included are: Joe Gannon, Michael Donovan, John Courtney, Tom 

O’Sullivan, Diarmuid O’Sullivan Gerry McNamara, Paul Glynn, Denis 

Bowe, Kevin Lynch, John Gantly, Brendan Mangan, Joe Harte.

(Courtesy of Gerry McNamara, Limerick City)
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PASSING-OUT PARADE – 12 SEPTEMBER 1958 (Courtesy of Pat Curtin, Drogheda)

PASSING-OUT PARADE – 1 APRIL 1959 (Courtesy of Pat Curtin, Drogheda)

CID COURSE – 2000s (Courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South)

INSPECTORS’ PROMOTION COURSE – 1982

Front (l-r); John Power, Fachtna Murphy, Michael Casey, Ann 

Glennon-Moynihan, John Leen, Tom Connolly, Matty McGuire. 

Back (l-r): Jim Sheridan, Pat O’Baoighill, Liam Walsh, Michael 

Fitzgerald, Seán Solan, Unknown (Courtesy John Power, Cork City)
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SUPERINTENDENTS’ PROMOTION COURSE – 1995 

Front (l-r); Chief Supt E. T Keating, Commissioner Patrick Culligan, 

Anthony Finnerty

Second (l-r): Gerry Blake, Tony McNamara, Felix McKenna.

Third (l-r): Pat Quinn, John Howard, Mick Bambury.

Fourth (l-r): Willie Ryan, Mick O’Keeffe, Mick Finnegan.

Fifth (l-r): Mick Maher, Brendan Ferry, Phil Kelly, John Kelly.

(Courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South)

CHIEF SUPERINTENDENTS’ PROMOTION COURSE – 2002 

Front (l-r): Louis Harkin, Noírin O’Sullivan, Kevin Ludlow, Commissioner Noel 

Conroy, Cormac Gordon, Mick Byrnes, Back (l-r): Peter Maguire, Willie Keane, 

Jim Jeffers, Ml Staunton, Noel White, John Kelly, Kieran McGann.

(Courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South)

INSPECTORS’ PROMOTION COURSE – 1960 

Front (l-r): Station Sgt John Dineen, Sgt Jim Callery, Supt W. Dunne, Supt T. O’Brien, Supt W. Halloran, Inspector E. J. Doherty, Sgt Paddy Keane, Sgt Jim Bailey

Back (l-r): D/Sgt J. P. McMahon, Station Sgt Tom Goulding, Station Sgt Bartley Walsh, Sgt Jim Nolan, Station Sgt Dan Devitt, Sgt G. O’Brien, Sgt P. G. Power.

(Courtesy of Michael Cleary, Dun Laoghaire)
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SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE, GARDA DEPOT – 17 OCTOBER 1953 

Front (l-r): Sergeants O’Mahony, P.J. Murphy, Hannigan, C/Supt. O’Halloran (T.O.), Sergeants Coulter, Nestor, Byrne, Kelly. 

Middle (l-r): Sergeants Faughnan, O’Rourke, McCrohan, Gilgan, Reddy, Considine, Cathen, Dixon, Mulligan.

Back (l-r): Sergeants McGuinness, O’Grady, Goff, Fitzpatrick, McKeever, Hynes, Williamson, Brudell.

(Courtesy of Claire Murphy, GSRMA Widow)

GLASLOUGH STATION PARTY – 1961 

Unfortunately, Peter Murphy did not write in the names on the reverse side of this 

photograph. In a submission by Jim Flynn, Mallow Branch, to the Spring or Summer Edition 

of 2011, which had the same group, albeit with their uniform caps on and from that 

submission we compile the list of names as follows:

Front (l-r): Unknown, Sgt Frank Murphy, Sgt P. F. Clancy (with dog), Sgt Peter J. Murphy, 

Garda William Kilgallon.  

Second (l-r): Unknown, unknown, Garda Seamus Quinlan, Garda William Forde, Garda Dan 

McNamara, unknown, Sgt John O’Shea.

Third (l-r): Gardaí Henry Ward, John Brennan, Jim Kelly, Brian Carty, Malachy Cardiff.

Fourth (l-r): Unknown, unknown, Gardaí Eamon O’Halloran and Andy Hughes.

(Courtesy of Claire Murphy, GSRMA Widow)

FUNERAL OF GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS – 1975 

Pictured (l-r): Dan Devitt, P.G. McLoughlin and Paddy 

McLoughlin

(Courtesy of George Langan, Dublin North) 

SMASH & GRAB AT DUNNES STORES IN CORK – 1980 

Gardaí Tom Hayes (left) with Eugene O’Connor (right) from 

Bishopstown Garda Station survey the damage after a joy-

rider’s car smashed into the front window of Dunnes Stores in 

1980. (Courtesy of John O’Connor, Cork City)
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SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE – 1982 

Front (l-r): J. P. Gallagher, J. Marshall, Ml Curran, P.J. Monaghan, Ml O’Sullivan, T. Ryan, J. Henry, A. McManamy. 

Back (l-r): E. Ryan, T. Bowe, B. Beattie, T. Purcell, P. Carroll, J. Smyth, T. Reynolds, J. Manley, M Mulligan.

(Courtesy of Ed Ryan, Dun Laoghaire)

STATION PARTY LETTERMORE – DECEMBER 1934 

Sergeant T. D. Morrisroe (Front Left) 

(Courtesy of Tom Morrisroe, Athlone)

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION – 1987 

Pictured (l-r): Garda John T. Power, Sergeant Paddy Casey, Garda Ml. O’ Connell, 

Garda Eugene Stack, Garda Ml. Whooley, Garda Tom Halpin, Garda Jim Hurley, 

Sergeant Peter Murphy, Sergeant Martin Flannery, Sergeant Liam Frost, Sergeant 

Brendan Hayes.

(Courtesy of Clare Murphy, Cork City)

BALLYMORE, CO. WESTMEATH – JULY 1955 

The Garda standing in the old-style tunic is Garda McGrath, the young officer in the car is 

Garda Peter J. Murphy. Peter also featured in the Summer 2020 edition of Síocháin with 

three other recruits from 1954. He had mentioned many years ago that he was part of the 

last batch of recruits to wear the old neck collar tunic style in 1954. However, the older 

serving member wears his old-style tunic in the photograph from 1955. (Courtesy of Claire 

Murphy, GSRMA Widow)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION, TECHNICAL BUREAU – 1980 

Serving and retired members of the Technical Bureau’s Photographic Section 

pictured at a retirement function in the early 1980s: 

Back (l-r): Sean Malone, Paul Firth, Noel Maguire, Peter O’Connor, Erril 

Meagher, Willie Cooper.

Middle (l-r): Ray Barnes, Vincent Flood, Willie Hogan, Kieran McGee, John 

Roche, Willie Stratford.

Front (l-r): Mick Reilly, Mick Connaughton, Sean Noonan, Dave Egan, Denis 

Headon, Jerry Desmon. 

(Courtesy of Peter O’Connor, Dublin West)

NEW FORD PATROL CAR FOR 

LONGFORD – 1956 

Caption on photograph by the 

late Peter Murphy: “In February 

1956 was appointed the official 

patrol car driver at Longford 

Town. A new patrol car for the 

District at that time.  Personally 

collected same at the Garda 

Depot, Phoenix Park.  It was a 

new Ford Cortina, registration 

number FIK-13.” (Courtesy of 

Claire Murphy, GSRMA Widow)

PATROL CAR ATHLONE – 1954 

Caption on photograph by the late Peter Murphy: “My first station in 1954 

was Athlone Town and at the end of the probation was appointed Assistant 

Driver of the District Patrol Car.”

(Courtesy of Claire Murphy, GSRMA Widow)

BRAY STATION PRESENTATION – 1999 

Pictured (l-r): Retired D/Sgt Hughie Hume, Retired Garda Owen Murphy, 

Retired D/Garda Mick Lovett. (Courtesy of Tom Conway, Bray).



SPRING CROSSWORD 
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD

Please send completed 
entries to ‘Spring 2022 
Crossword Competition’, 
SIOCHAIN, Ocean 
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 
2, to arrive no later than 
Friday 20th May 2022.

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No. Branch:
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SUDOKU

Congratulations to 
Donal McCarthy, Innishannon, Co. Cork.

Winner of the Winter 2021 Crossword, €200 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Winter 2021

CROSSWORD
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Across 
9 Bucolic, not urban. (5) 

10 Annoyed and made angry (5) 

11 Scottish shire sounds like it has an atmosphere. (3) 

12 Small crown worn by a princess. (5) 

13 Haughtiness, self-importance, feeling of superiority. (9) 

14 Circus performer who works in the air. (7) 

15 Help! (6) 

17 Be under this if your are being pressured to do something. (6) 

18 A dazed feeling when your wits are not about you. (6) 

21 Customs worn by the clergy, nuns, monks, priests, etc. (6) 

23 Ideal place where King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 

Table lived. (7) 

27 Something that’s open to question. (9) 

29 Volley of shots fired together. (5) 

30 Married mid-week, in short. (3) 

31 In the desert, it would be a relief to find the Gallagher 

brothers’ group. (5) 

32 Silver medallist, bronze or gets no medal at all! (5) 

 

 

 
Down 
1 Righteous anger. (5) 

2 Tiny piece of loaf that might be left on table or plate. (10) 

3 Scarface, notorious resident of Chicago back in the day. (2,6) 

4 The Spanish one got wrecked in storms off Ireland’s coasts in 

1588. (6) 

5 On guard and remaining watchful. (5) 

6 Sayings, saws, maxims, aphorisms. (6) 

7 Daybreak. (4) 

8 Very harsh treatment, often of animals. (7) 

16 One who takes pleasure in knocking accepted beliefs. (10) 

19 Tools found in the kitchen. (8) 

20 Cliff Richard’s backing group are strongest in bright lights.. (7) 

22 Military parade or indelible picture on skin. (6) 

24 You won’t be in favour of what sounds like one piece of a 

poem. (6) 

25 Another word for 8 Down. (5) 

26 To woo someone with romantic intention could land you here 

before a judge. (5) 

28 Roses before they open. (4)
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A QUIRKE POLICING TRADITION

While researching the career of 
his grand-uncle Edward J. Quirke, 
Commander of the Yonkers Police 
Department 1926-1940, Dublin West 
Branch member Eddie Quirke came 
across a citation from the Yonkers Police 
Department, New York. 
 The citation depicts a vivid historical 
account of a young man of 20 years 
with just primary education emigrating 
from Ireland in 1898 to begin a new life 
in New York and later achieving Chief of 
Police at Yonkers Police Department in 
New York.

Edward J. Quirke was born in Killarney 
on the 5 May 1878 and emigrated from 
Killarney to New York in 1898, aged 20 
years of age, without any family there to 
begin a new life in the New World. He 
became a naturalised citizen in 1904 and 
joined the Police Department in Yonkers in 1905. 
 Patrolman Quirke was promoted Sergeant in in 1909 
and was assigned to a new Precinct at 36 Radford Street, 
Yonkers. In preparation for the opening of a fourth 
precinct in May 1914, Sergeant Quirke was promoted to 
Lieutenant and assigned to desk duty. On 16 May 1921, 
Lieutenant Quirke was assigned as the new Detective 
Commander. 
 He was promoted Captain in December 1921. During 
his leadership, the Detective Bureau was reported to 
have remarkable success in ridding the city of several 
hold-up 
gangs and 
burglars, all 
of whom 
received long 
sentences 
at Sing-Sing 
prison.
 In 
September 
1926 Captain 
Edward J. 
Quirke was 
elevated to 
the position 
of Police 
Chief of 
the Yonkers 
Police 
Department. 
During which time he was instrumental in setting up a 
modern police radio system.
 During the prohibition, Chief Quirke worked tirelessly 

In The Frame
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Police Chief Edward J. Quirke

Pictured (l-r): Supt Eddie Quirke, Louise Quirke, Commissioner Pat Byrne, 
Michael Quirke and Pat Quirke.

along with federal agents in breaking up several bootleg 
operations.  On 16 April 1936, Chief Quirke received the 
highest award within the Public Safety Bureau Authority 
in recognition of his services, having previously been 
cited by the Honour Legion of the New York City Police 
Department in 1934 for his work in Yonkers who made 
him an honorary member of their Honour Legion.
 Sadly, on 23 October 1940 Chief Quirke suffered a 
stroke aged 62 when driving home from work and died 
the following week on 28 October.  More than 500 
uniform policemen turned out to honour their chief 
led by 75 motorcycles from Yonkers, Westchester and 
Greenwich. 
 A Herald Statesman Newspaper headline read, 
‘Edward J. Quirke, Hero of the storybook kind. He was 
admired for his powerful personality, his dependable 
sincerity, his vigorous leadership of a body of well-trained 
men, his vociferous insistence upon law enforcement and 
upon fair play to the men working under him’. 
 Chief Quirke’s career, as outlined in the citation 
from the Yonkers Police Department, demonstrates 
the indomitable spirit and courage of the young Irish 
immigrant to succeed in the face of adversity in the 
challenging environment of New York City in the early 
days of the 20th century and to make a significant 
contribution to policing and law enforcement in his new 
environment – Ni bheidh a leithéid ann arís.
 Chief Quirke was a granduncle of Supt Eddie Quirke 
formerly of Kevin Street who retired in 2006, and also is 
the great granduncle of D/Sgt Michael Quirke, currently 
serving in Killarney, the same place from where Chief 
Quirke emigrated to the United States in 1898, thus 
completing the full circle of the Quirke family policing 
heritage of over 100 years. 



POLICING OF THE MARATHON
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Frank Slevin is a former member of 
the Dublin Marathon Organising 
Committee.

Since the foundation of the State, 
An Garda Síochána (AGS) has 
played a major part through its 
support of sports at all levels. 
On behalf of the organisers of 
major sporting events in Ireland, 
Frank Slevin says he would like 
to express his thanks to AGS, the 
sponsors and the participants who 
have taken part in both the Dublin 
City Marathon and the Women’s 
Mini-Marathon since 1980.  
 Firstly, through their ranks as 
participants in almost all categories 
of sport, and secondly, through 
their whole-hearted management 
and expertise in public crowd 
control at the many events both 
sporting and non-sporting held in 
this country.
 When the proposal to 
run a Dublin City Marathon 
was presented to the Chief 
Superintendent of Traffic, Paddy 

‘Joyce’ Troy, by members of 
the Business House Athletic 
Association, without any 
hesitation he gave the marathon 
his full support. He promised 
to bring together the District 
Superintendents in various areas 
of the course for a meeting with 
the Organising Committee. The 
task was totally new to everyone, 
with An Garda Síochána having 
to manage traffic, major junctions 
and road closure orders. 
 The Dublin Marathon held its 
first event on the October Bank 
Holiday Monday in 1980 with an 
entry of almost 2,000 runners, 
starting in St Stephen’s Green 
through Ballyfermot, Raheny, 
Clontarf, Custom House and 
finishing in Georgian Dublin at St. 
Stephen’s Green.
 The event in now one of the 
world’s leading city marathons, 

with an annual entry of over 25,000 
runners raising millions for charity. 
Without the assistance of An Garda 
Síochána this event would not have 
lasted over 40 years. 
 Meanwhile, the Women’s Mini 
Marathon is the world’s biggest 
all-women’s 10km run, which was 
first held on the June Bank Holiday 
Monday in 1983. As members of 
the Dublin Marathon Organising 
Committee, myself and Brian Price 
had noticed that in the first Dublin 
Marathon almost 60 women had 
entered the event. 
 This upward trend continued and 
in 1982, almost 600 women signed 
up to run the race.  This made us 
think ‘why not have a 10km road race 
for women only’ and the first port 
of call was to An Garda Síochána to 
see if they would support this type of 
activity and once again the answer 
was a resounding YES!
 In 1983, the first mini marathon 
attracted 9,000 women – a world 
record for an all-women’s 10km road 
race, and the event has now grown to 
over 40,000 participants. 
 So, once again the Garda support 
is much appreciated by the men 
and women of Ireland and beyond 
for ensuring that major events are 
always run safely. There are several 
retired and serving Gardaí, whom 
I have encountered along the way, 
that were most helpful to me and the 
organisers. 
 I would particularly like to thank 
Chief Supt Paddy ‘Joyce’ Troy, Chief 
Supt Bernard Haughey, Supt Ray 
Campion, Chief Supt Fintan Fanning, 
Supt Declan Brogan, Supt Paul Doolin, 
Supt Martin FitzGerald and Inspector 
Eddie Murphy.

Go raibh maith agat ó fhir agus 
mhná na hÉireann
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MEMORIES OF BART GIBBONS (BY HIS SON PADRAIG GIBBONS)

My father Bartholomew 
Gibbons was a member 
of An Garda Síochána 
from 1935 to 1971. His 
registration number was 
8758. He was posted to 
Killaloe, Co.  Clare from 
1945 to 1971.
 I was born in the late 
1940s and I remember life in 
the town during the 1950s. 
At that time the Garda force 
in Killaloe consisted of a 
superintendent, a sergeant 
and seven guards.
 Barrack Orderly (BO) duties occurred about once 
a week which entailed a 24-hour stay in the station. 
We lived almost across the road from the station. 
When my father was on BO duty, I was called into 
service if there was no member of the force to relieve 

him for his meal breaks.
 So, if anybody called to the station or rang, my 
instructions were to alert him and he would return to 
the station immediately. This practice continued over 
several years.
 Around November, the Guards carried out 
searches for poitín stills in the East Clare and North 
Tipperary area. Any poitín seized was stored in the 
Barracks for some weeks resulting in a very strong 
smell of alcohol permeating the whole building. It 
often struck me that if somebody lit a match the 
place was explode. I heard years later that some of 
the Guards were partial to a drop of the same liquid! 
 A couple of the Guards used to keep a drill or two 
of potatoes with some farmers in the area. My father 
was one of those Guards. In return for the use of 
the land, he and I would help with haymaking in the 
summer and picking potatoes in the autumn. I still 
don’t know the origin of this practice. These are just 
some of my memories of the late 1950s in Killaloe.

On Friday 12 November 2021, 24 members 
of the 1981 June A & B Class gathered at The 
County Arms Hotel in Birr to celebrate 40 
years since their time in Templemore. Some 
had been retired for several years and others 
more recently. We remembered our deceased 
colleague George (RIP) and those who were 
unable to attend for various reasons.
 During dinner, a collage of photographs 
from our Templemore days, ‘donated’ to the 
organising committee and wonderfully collated 
by Noel Kennedy, were projected on the screen 
and (for the most part!) enjoyed by everyone. 
 A fantastic night was had by all, reminiscing 
and listening to some great tunes on guitar by Ann 
Byrne and Larry Coady, while a very skilled traditional 
Seanachai in John Convey kept our attention. Thanks 

also to the hotel management and staff for the 
excellent attention and service enjoyed by all who 
attended. Some ‘die-hards’ even stayed over for 
another night of chat. We hope to meet up again in 
the not-too-distant future. Thank you. (Report by Joy 
Treacy).
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Bart Gibbons

WEDDING PHOTO OF JEREMIAH KELLY  

Photo dates from the 1930s and is courtesy Joe Kelly, nephew 
of Jerry Kelly.
Name: Kelly, Jeremiah
Address: Lehanemore, Castletownbere, Cork 
Date of Birth: 6 April 1898 
Garda Reg. No. 1098 
Joined: 10 May 1922 
Height: 5’ 11 1/2’’ 
Rank in Old IRA: Sergeant 
Promotion to Inspector: 24 April 1931

CLASS OF 1981 REUNION
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Ireland Had a Dream
(In memory of Aisling Murphy)

By Tom Smith, Cork City Branch

Ashling translates from Irish to ‘dream’ or ‘vision’.
In life Ashling Murphy was both.
From the swift goodbye of a caring,
young, female life
rose the degree of Ashling’s accomplishments,
and how she loved and lived her busy schedule.
Ashling will always be to her loved ones -
Daughter
Sister
God Daughter
Girlfriend
Schoolfriend
Colleague
Musician
Sports Achiever
Citizen
Educator
Ashling, on entering the corridors
of an Irish, Teacher Training College,
was the measure of her schoolwork
and dedication.
Fronting her children in the primary school
classroom, was Ashling’s achieved ambition.
Her vibrant, well informed mind moulding
young minds trusted to her.
After saying her many goodbyes to the children,
Ashling went for a run on the serene, canal way,
where once the horse drawn barge,
gently ruffled and reeled the still water.
Where man and horse walked the narrow tow path,
Where Ashling’s young dreams turned dark.
Death won’t keep her dreams out of the light.
They will live on, and grow in the vigorous minds
of her first-class pupils she held in the palm of her hand.
Her minute silence was heard like the school bell
in every classroom throughout the land.
Ashling, touched the heart of our country and out beyond.
Let us not turn Ashling’s legacy to fear, and distrust.
Every photo shows her smile, let us remember her smile.
Let us think on the extreme heart wrenching hurt in those
who loved, and had the honour of knowing Ashling.
Let us say our goodbye in music, sport, and love.
Ashling’s smile says so.

When Will It End?
By Jerry Lernihan, Clare Branch Branch

The good times we once had, they are so lamented
This Covid 19 has us all demented
It has driven the whole way round the bend
And God only knows when it will end.

Frontline staff have been working like mules
They are angry whit those who are breaking the rules
A little more thought for man’s fellow man
Would surely enhance the success of the plan.

We grieve for the families whose loved ones they’ve lost
Doesn’t life come for some folk at a terrible cost
We can only surmise, how sad they must feel
Too easy to say, given time all will heal.

The last few years have been difficult for all
Not even a card game beyond in the hall
But we look forward with hope to a bright brand-new year
That will bring us some happiness, good health and more cheer.



Remembrance
By Paddy Farrell, Dublin West Branch

Way back at the beginning
When our present State was new
There were those who took the twenty-six
While others wanted thirty-two.

An Garda Siochana was founded
In the midst of much disarray
To hold the line and through that time
To take us to this day.

And many young men joined the ranks
With noble thoughts in mind
While some did have their lives cut short
By standing up to crime.

The friends of those young people
Whose lives were snatched away
Did bear the brunt and feel the hurt
And still feel the loss today.

It’s because of what they suffered
That we are gathered here and may
Reflect on all those friends we lost
While we bow our heads to pray

And let us too remember
Other men who paved the way
The DMP and RIC
Mav they all rest in peace today.

POETRY CORNER
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The Foggy Dew Lament
In memory of Aisling Murphy 

By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch
 
Lament with me a while
and listen to the Foggy Dew,
As graceful fingers glide across
and music leaps from strings
anew.
 
A beautiful rose in all its essence
pricked by a poisonous desirous
malevolence,
A flower full of beauty and talent
Cut down by nature’s imbalance.
 
A path well worn by memories
and footfall,
Named in honor of another Rose,
Another life so egregiously taken
Borne by a culture of lives forsaken.

Let not their memories be lost
in vain,
As words and deeds attempt to
fill the pain,
Candles burn in quiet silence
While we wait for spiritual guidance.
 
Now we hear the cries for justice
As we bury a flower and all her lustrous,
No more can we hide and weep
A family in mourning in God we seek.



Wrecked
By Mary d’Estelle Roe, Templemore Branch

I’m wrecked
You wouldn’t recognise me
I don’t like being locked up here
I’m worn out
Don’t even dare mention a spare tyre as they say I’m gone a bit rushty
Nobody really wants me in the state I’m in
Stuck here at home for the past year or more has me rendered useless 
to be honest.
My ould engine is slow to start as they say
As for my chassis - no spark at all
Exhaust - well let’s not even go there! Nothing on my Windows
Bare as baby’s bottom
I’m beginning to show my age big time
As they sayin’ goes, I look as if I’m round the clock twice
How worse can I get?
By the way I am a Ford Fiesta.
‘If you like it share it’

Delia Cox
By William Keaveney, Dun Laoghaire Branch

‘Dunmore! Done many! Done me!’
Said Delia Cox, with a twinkle in her eye;
But at fourteen years I felt too young,
To ask her ‘How?, or, Why?’

With her silent brother, Stephen,
She kept a sweet shop in Dunmore;
Selling penny bars and butterscotch,
And single cigarettes by the score.

Delia quietly heard confessions,
Of penury each day;
But she was ever resolute
That credit was not her way.

Her shop was sort of refuge,
For scholars after school;
Free of teachers law and parents,
It was shaped by student rule.

It was the last shop before departure,
For Polremon or Cloonkeen;
For Cappagh or Carrowmanagh,
For Gortaganny or Lisheen.

A bar to chew along the trail,
A Woodbine to later light;
A penny or two wisely spent,
Was an investment in delight!

POETRY CORNER
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Bulletin Board

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

 Forename Surname Branch REG Date of Death

Terry O'Reilly Dublin North 13126A 19/12/2013

Neil Rodgers Galway 15194G 05/03/2015

William Shanahan Tralee 13547M 18/07/2016

John Foley Castlebar 09886H 02/11/2018

Patrick Rynne Clare 10324A 09/01/2019

Michael Louge Drogheda 10919C 10/01/2019

Michael Fitzpatrick Galway 10973H 05/09/2019

James Donoghue Galway 10788C 09/05/2020

Frank Moinseil Tralee 09855H 03/09/2021

Patrick Mulroy Galway 14142K 08/11/2021

Michael Cawley Dublin West 12726D 17/11/2021

Seamus McDermottroe Galway 18788G 17/11/2021

Christopher Tuohy Athlone 15650C 21/11/2021

Bernard Casey Cork City 12687L 23/11/2021

Michael Diggin Dublin North 13592E 26/11/2021

Martin Minnock Offaly 13321C 26/11/2021

Patrick Quigley Dublin South 16327K 28/11/2021

Joe Ellis Carlow 19130B 29/11/2021

Henry Buckley Athlone 14061K 30/11/2021

Mick Acton Cork 14073B 30/11/2021

Jas Murphy Cork 09272L 01/12/2021

Thomas Trayers Athlone 13935A 06/12/2021

Patrick J Lydon Meath 13694H 07/12/2021

Richard Kinsella Dublin North 14836K 10/12/2021

Tom Hughes Sligo/Leitrim 13187C 11/12/2021

John Fitzpatrick Fermoy 10599F 13/12/2021

John McElhinney Donegal North 16860B 13/12/2021

John Stapleton Dublin North 10544K 21/12/2021

Thomas Begley Mallow 14271K 23/12/2021

Thomas  Joseph Corley Sligo/Leitrim 13776F 26/12/2021

Terry MacMahon Dublin South 10462M 05/01/2022

Jim Hayes Dublin North 10288A 05/01/2022

Maurice O'Sullivan Naas 10998C 07/01/2022

Michael O'Brien Dun Laoghaire 14829F 09/01/2022

Michael Drew Dublin North 19592H 13/01/2022

James Thornton Dublin West 09383A 14/01/2022

Donal O'Sullivan Cork City 13524M 15/01/2022

Vincent Brennan Offaly 13430K 17/01/2022

Frank Lohan Athlone 16033D 19/01/2022

Jack Leahy Cork City 15849F 22/01/2022

Michael Moloney Cork City 14258L 25/01/2022

Liam Kelly Donegal South 14347B 30/01/2022

Peter Hunt Monaghan 16723A 06/02/2022

Tom Cummins Dublin North 13796M 06/02/2022

Peadar Daly Clare 15801A 11/02/2022

Des McGonigle Roscommon 16378C 12/02/2022
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Bulletin Board

DECEASED RELATIVES

 Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death

Colin O'Brien Sandyford, Dublin Son of Bill O'Brien Dun Laoghaire 18/12/2019
Ann Marie Griffin Dundrum, Dublin Daughter of Bob Daughton Dun Laoghaire 15/09/2020
Alice Totterdell Dalkey, Dublin Mother of Vincent Totterdell Dun Laoghaire 26/09/2020
Toni McGrath Thurles, Co. Tipperary Sister of Roger McGrath Dun Laoghaire 10/01/2021
Patrick Hughes Summerhill, Dublin Father of Joe Hughes Dublin North 21/05/2021

Father of Liam Hughes Dublin North 21/05/2021
John Griffey Roscrea, Co Tipperary Brother in Law of Liam Moloney Cork City 09/11/2021
Neil Steedman Mallow, Co. Cork Son in Law of Denis Sullivan Mallow 12/11/2021
Declan Crowe Kilshane, Co. Tipperary Brother of Jody Crowe Meath 12/11/2021
James Toner Termon, Co. Donegal Brother of Patrick Toner Galway 13/11/2021
Isla Rose Baxter Rooskey, Co. Monaghan Granddaughter of Joe Shannon Monaghan 13/11/2021
Kathleen McKenna Scotstown, Co. Monaghan Mother in Law of Michael Toner Drogheda 14/11/2021
Seamus McDermottroe Ardrahan, Co. Galway Brother of Kieran McDermottroe Longford 17/11/2021
Jim Flynn Fulham, London Brother of Larry Flynn Cavan 17/11/2021
Thomas Prendergast Cork City, Co. Cork Brother of Des Prendergast Cork West 18/11/2021
Nora Mannion South Circular Road, Dublin Sister in Law of Carmel 

Shaughnessy
Naas 23/11/2021

Martn Minnock Rahan, Co. Offaly Brother of Carthage Minnock Dublin North 26/11/2021
Mary Carey Artane, Dublin Wife of John Carey Dublin North 28/11/2021
Josephine Stokes Kilkenny City, Co. Kilkenny Sister in Law of Ann Liston Mallow 29/11/2021
Eugene Kearns Boyle, Co. Roscommon Brother of Michael J Kearns Donegal North 02/12/2021
Pauline Hynes Ballybofey, Co. Donegal Sister of Danny Doherty Ballina 02/12/2021
Kay O'Connell Kilmihill, Co. Clare Mother in Law of Ray McAndrew Dungarvan 13/12/2021
Christina Harnett Abbeyfeale , Co. Kerry Sister of Peg Lillis Thurles 13/12/2021

Sister in Law of John Lillis Thurles 13/12/2021
Sinead Harahan Santry, Dublin Daughter of Margo Harahan Dublin North 15/12/2021
Mary Daly Shankill, Dublin Sister of Noel Daly Limerick City 17/12/2021
Madge Brennan Attanagh, Co. Laois Mother of Frank Brennan Laois 18/12/2021
Imelda O'Shea Tullamore, Co. Offaly Sister of Sean Clancy Dungarvan 21/12/2021
John 
Dominic

Holland Ladysbridge, Co. Cork Brother of Mary McElroy Cork West 23/12/2021

Martin Donnella Ballinasloe, Co. Roscommon Brother of Joe Dollellan Laois 23/12/2021
Molly Smith Stradone, Co. Cavan Mother in Law of Kieran King Cavan 23/02/2021
Bridget Young Banagher, Co. Offaly Sister of Tony Egan Dun Laoghaire 23/12/2021
Thomas 
Joseph

Corley Dromahair, Co. Leitrim Brother of Finian Corley Athlone 26/12/2021

Brother in Law of Dan Maher Dublin North 26/12/2021
Micheál Forde Headford, Co. Galway Father of Tom Forde Galway 28/12/2021
Bridie Creaton Fr Russell Road, Co. Limerick Wife of Michael Creaton Limerick City 30/12/2021
Kathleen McAndrew Belmullet, Co. Mayo Mother of Martin McAndrew Wicklow 31/12/2021
Seamus Cullen Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny Brother in Law of Pat Burke Wexford 03/01/2022
Kieran Scanlon Gurteen, Co. Sligo Brother of Padraic Scanlon Sligo/Leitrim 03/01/2022
Carmel Cummins Coolock, Dublin Wife of Tom Cummins Dublin North 06/01/2022
Liam O'Connor Castleshane, Co. Monaghan Brother of Paddy O'Connor Dundalk 06/01/2022
Adele Maxwell Castleknock, Dublin Daughter of Con Hearty Dun Laoghaire 07/01/2022
Dolly Colleran Quin, Co. Clare Mother of Paudge Colleran Monaghan 10/01/2022
Tommy Halligan Charlestown, Co. Cork Brother of Christy Halligan Cork City 11/01/2022
Pat Kelleher Shanakiel, Co. Cork Brothe of Mick Kelleher Cork City 14/01/2022
Dermot Dwyer The Curragh, Co. Kildare Brother of John Dwyer Laois 17/01/2022
Pat Lee Kilworth, Co. Cork Brother of Sean Lee Cork City 18/01/2022
Kathleen Finucane North Circular Road, Co. 

Limerick
Mother of Mick Finucane Cork City 19/01/2022
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Maureen Brennan Bray, Co. Wicklow Wife of Andy Brennan Bray 20/01/2022
John Kelly Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry Brother of Denny Kelly Cork West 21/01/2022
Bernadette Nugent Beaumont, Dublin Mother of Louis Nugent Dublin North 21/01/2022
Denis Hannon Athlone, Co. Westmeath Father in Law of Gerry O'Dowd Athlone 21/01/2022
Margaret McAdam Tirnaneil, Co. Monaghan Sister of John Connolly Dublin North 22/01/2022
Denis Scanlon Cootehall, Co. Roscommon Brother of Padraic Scanlon SligoLeitrim 24/01/2022
Breda Farrelly Rathgar, Dublin Sister of Christy McCaffrey Dublin South 24/01/2022
Arlene Morgan Castleknock, Dublin Daughter of John Mulderrig Dun Laoghaire 25/01/2022
Kathleen O'Loughlin Menlough, Co. Galway Sister of Joe Cosgrove Ballina 31/01/2022

Sister of Tom Cosgrove Clare 31/01/2022
Brigid O'Gara Glencolmcille, Co. Donegal Mother of John O'Gara Cavan 31/01/2022
Jack Lupton Youghal, Co. Cork Brother of Fintan Lupton Cork West 01/02/2022

Brother of Nicky Lupton Cork City 01/02/2022
Padraig Fitzgerald Ahascragh, Co. Galway Brother of John Fitzgerald SligoLeitrim 01/02/2022
Eithne Gillooly Aran Islands, Co. Galway Partner of Donal Sands Galway 02/02/2022
John Leneghan Ballina, Co Mayo Father of Gerry Leneghan Meath 04/02/2022
Eugene Buckley Bishopstown, Co. Cork Brother in Law of Daniel 

O'Donovan
Kerry South 05/02/2022

Uncle of Paul O'Donovan Kerry South 05/02/2022
Edward Kiernan Granard, Co. Longford Brother of Brendan Kiernan Bray 05/02/2022
Bridie O'Grady Woodford, Co.. Galway Mother of Willie O'Grady Offaly 06/02/2022
Michael Burke Ballycastle, Co. Mayo Brother of James Burke Athlone 06/02/2022
Margaret Daly Churchtown, Dublin Wife of Timothy Daly Dun Laoghaire 07/02/2022
Róisín McCarthy Doughlas, Co Cork Wife of Flor McCarthy Cork West 07/02/2022

Sister in Law of Ignatius O'Neill Cork 07/02/2022
Jane O'Reilly Tullamore, Co. Offaly Mother of Gerry O'Reilly Offaly 09/02/2022
Annette Murray Tuam, Co. Galway Sister in Law of Anne Geraghty Nenagh 10/02/2022
Paddy Conway Ennistymon, Co. Clare Brother of Jim Conway Limerick County 11/02/2022
Margaret McHale Ballycastle, Co. Mayo Mother of John McHale Sligo/Leitrim 12/02/2022

Mother of Alphie McHale Donegal North 12/02/2022
Timmy McDonagh Beltra, Co. Sligo Brother of Jim McDonagh Limerick City 12/02/2022

DECEASED RELATIVES

 Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death

DECEASED WIDOWS

Philomena Honeyman Threemilehouse, Co. Monaghan Ballina 01/05/2021 Widow and Member
Carmel O'Grady Artane, Dublin Dublin North 25/07/2021 Widow
Siobhan Keane Mountbellow. Co. Galway Athlone 22/08/2021 Widow and Member
Mary Kelliher Mayfield, Co. Cork Cork City 20/11/2021 Widow and Member
Mary Ursula Leahy Naas Road, Dublin Dublin South 22/11/2021 Widow and member
Maureen Roche Leixlip, Co Kildre Kildare North 12/12/2021 Widow and Member
Marie Brady Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary Nenagh 20/12/2021 Widow and Member
Ita Mahon Slane, Co. Meath Drogheda 27/12/2021 Widow and Member
Kathleen Connolly Glasnevin, Dublin 01/01/2022 Widow
Mary Campbell Strandhill Road, Co. Sligo Sligo/Leitrim 13/01/2022 Widow and Member
Mary O'Driscoll Easkey, Co. Sligo 22/01/2022 Widow 
Eileen Stack Wilton, Co. Cork Cork City 26/01/2022 widow and member
Anna Enright Wilton, Co. Cork Cork City 26/01/2022 widow and member
Sheila Bouchier Gorey, Co. Wexford 28/01/2022 Widow
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GSRMA NEW MEMBERS

Last Name Name Branch Last Name Name Branch

Martin Allen TRALEE
Dónal Behan DUBLIN WEST
Marie Byrne WEXFORD
Patrick Carty MONAGHAN
Patrick Cleary OFFALY
Tony Coakley CORK
Jeremiah Coakley CORK
Ann Connor GALWAY
Michael Coppinger GALWAY
Mary Corcoran WEXFORD
Anne Cronin WATERFORD
Aine Donnelly CLONMEL
Patrick Dowd TUAM
Patricia Dowling CASTLEBAR
Denis Dunbar WEXFORD
Oliver Flaherty DUBLIN NORTH
Margaret Fleming MONAGHAN
Michael Gallagher SLIGO/LEITRIM
Charlie Geoghegan DUNDALK
Bernard Gilbane MONAGHAN
Christopher Hallighan CORK
Liam Healion NAAS
Mary Heavin MONAGHAN
Redmond Heffernan WEXFORD
Martin Heharty CORK WEST
Tom Horgan DROGHEDA
Padraic Joyce GALWAY
Thomas Keane ATHLONE
Frank Keenaghan DUN LAOGHAIRE
David Lavery DONEGAL NORTH

Martin Mahony LAOIS
Karen Maloney GALWAY
John McEnery TRALEE
Brian McEntee MONAGHAN
Anne McGurk BRAY
Raymond McHugh KILDARE NORTH
Ann McHugh DUBLIN SOUTH
Michael P McNarmara CLARE
Barry McPolin CORK
Liam Monaghan MEATH
John Moore TEMPLEMORE
Michelle Mulleady GALWAY
Thomas A Murray MULLINGAR
Desmond Nolan GALWAY
Peter Oates MEATH
Arthur J O'Connor WEXFORD
Tony O'Flynn CORK
Paul Oliphant MONAGHAN
Richard Reidy MONAGHAN
Margaret Ruane DUN LAOGHAIRE
Thomas Ryan FERMOY
Willie Stones LAOIS
Michael J Sullivan CORK
Edward Sweeney SLIGO/LEITRIM
Brian Tuohy SLIGO/LEITRIM
John Walsh OFFALY
Patrick C Whelan DUBLIN WEST
Brian Willoughby MULLINGAR
Paul Wilson LAOIS

Bulletin BoardASSOCIATION NEWS

WEXFORD BRANCH 

Firstly, as it is the festive time of what has been a gloomy year, our Branch 
Committee wishes you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. We should reach 
out to members and let them know they’re not forgotten – a phone call, a greeting 
or a get-well card can give a person a little lift.  
      As we have been in lockdown for most of the year and unable to organise any 
activity, we are having pre- and post-Christmas Draws for monetary prizes to give 
something back to our members who continue to contribute to the GSRMA funds. 
We wish all members the best of luck! 

Father & Son Retirement: A memorable occasion took place in October when 
Colm O’Leary, Sergeant-in-Charge at Rosslare Harbour, decided to retire from 
the force, and in doing so was creating a rather unusual occasion. Colm had been 
preceded into retirement by his father John, who retired in March 1992 and is in 
good health, residing in Enniscorthy with his wife Adelaide. 
       Colm, who joined An Garda Síochána in October 1984, served in Crumlin, 
Bunbeg, IT Section in Garda Headquarters and in Wexford Town. He completed 

36 years’ service in the Force. Dad John joined in 1959 and served in Kill O’ the Grange, Kilsheelan, Clonmel, 
Ballylooby and Mulinahone, Enniscorthy and Kiltealy in the Enniscorthy District up to his retirement. 
 It was nice to see father and son together for a nice photo of the duo looking healthy and happy on what is a 
really memorable occasion to mark Colm’s retirement and joining his father as one of our newest members of the 
GSRMA Wexford Branch.  

History of Wexford Division: The branch is still 
working away in the background on our ‘History of 
Wexford Division’. Our historian, Tom Miller, has 
amassed an amount of material in draft form at present 
and we also have information on members who served 
in all stations in the Wexford/Wicklow Division since 
the inception of the Force in 1922.  
 It is our intention to have the list as complete and 
comprehensive as possible. We greatly appreciate 
any further available information even if it is only to let 
us know those stations in which members served. We 
would also like to know names of other members who 
served in those stations.  
 The book, when published, will contain anecdotal 
information on events, so if any member has or knows of any incident, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
We will appreciate any further information, of which you may be aware during your service, whether in your area or 
elsewhere in the division. Every little helps to complete the bigger picture, so why not become a part of this history 
by offering your contribution! 
 See you all in 2021 in hopefully better circumstances than we have experienced in 2020. 

John and Colm O’Leary, 
Wexford Branch. 

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly 
‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of developments 
across all branches. 
 If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see 
included in the future, Contact Mick Lernihan, General Secretary, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8 by post; e-mail 
gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.
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Class Reunion May-June 1972
This year marks the 50th Anniversary 
Year since the Class of May-June 
1972 joined An Garda Siochana. Ken 
Barker, Dun Laoghaire Branch, would 
like to organise a reunion party for 
those classmates still around, and 
would like to hear from others who 
may also have similar thoughts to get 
the ball rolling. Contact Ken by emai: 
kenneth.m.barker@gmail.com.

Date for Your Diary
Retired Chief Supt Bernard King’s Funeral Mass takes place on Saturday 2 April at 1.30pm in Foxrock Church. 
COVID meant that no funeral took place for Bernard and this Mass is in place of it, according to Ed Ryan, Chair, Dun 
Laoghaire Branch.
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Class Reunion May/June 1972 (photograph courtesy of Ken Barker)

Photo Class Request
Ed Waters is on the look-out for a photograph of the Class of May-June 1965. If you have a copy, please email 
wattersed1@gmail.com.

Website Members’ Draw Winner
Congratulations to Michael J Queally [18191K] Tralee Branch 
– €50 is on its way to you Michael!

Winter Photo Caption Competition Winner
Congratulations to Ken Harrington, Dublin South Branch, for 
his winning caption ‘We’re making a spectacle of ourselves!’ 
as featured in the Winter 2021 Síocháin.

Spring Photo Caption Competition
What is Chief Supt Paddy Carroll saying to Sgt 
Kelly at the opening of An Tostal in Blarney in 
1953? Photograph is courtesy of the late Sr 
Sheila Kelly (daughter) via John Duffy, Dublin 
West Branch.
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Poetry Competition
The GSRMA is organising a Poetry Competition for poets 
and budding poets to coincide with the launch of our 
Oral History Project and to mark the Centenary Year of 
An Garda Síochána. 
     A prize of €100 is up for grabs and the winning poem 
will feature in a forthcoming edition of Síocháin.   
     Other poems submitted may also be published in 
future editions, on our websites www.gardaretired.com, 
www.gsrmacapturingourhistory.com and also on the 
GSRMA APP/social media.
Rules: Poems must include the theme of An Garda 
Síochána’s Centenary.
Length: Poems must not exceed five stanzas/verses 
with a max of five-six lines per stanza.
Closing Date: Friday 29 April. The Editorial Board’s 
decision is final.

Class Reunion
A 50-year reunion of the class that joined on 30 
August 1972 is planned for this summer or autumn. If 
interested, please contact Walter Kilcullen at 
087-2683999 email: wkilcullen50@hotmail.com or 
Tony Heavey at 087-2579161 email:
 tonyheavey53@gmail.com.

November 1969 Class  
Front (l-r): Martin Noel Walsh, Joe McLoughlin, Martin J. 
Walsh, Sgt. Jim Wall, Sgt. Neil Boyle, Sgt. Liam Wall, Hugh 
O’Connor, Martin Curran. Middle (l-r): Brendan Johnson, 
Tom Britton, John Gibbons, Fergus McCarthy, Robert Ryan, 
Tom Jones, Vincent Fox, John Canty. Back (l-r): John Fogarty; 
Brendan Kelly, Gerry Blake, Cecil McCandles, Tom Duignan, 
Michael Gleeson, Michael Curran, Denis Donegan. 
(Names courtesy of Bob Ryan, Cork City Branch, published in 
Winter 2021 Síocháin – p. 131)

Request for Artefacts to mark the Garda 
Centenary
The GSRMA is asking all members to donate any items of 
memorabilia or Garda artefacts which they may have in 
their possession to the GSRMA, with the aim of setting up 
a 2022 Centenary Collection in GSRMA House. All credit 
will be given for any items supplied. For further details 
email: 2022@gardaretired.com.

Passing-Out Parade April 1958 
Front (l-r): John Nolan, Pat Shovlin, Ned Tobin, P. Barrett, O’ Mara, Frank Moran, unknown, Michael Burke, Pat 
Teahan. Middle (l-r); unknown, Noel Clerkin, Charlie Harte, Noel O’Sullivan, J.J. Smyth, John Veldon, unknown, Bob 
Maher, Walsh, Pat Walsh. Back (l-r): unknown, John Mullins, John O’Shea, unknown, Dan Swan, George Whyte, 
Maurice Kavanagh, unknown McLoughlin, Jim Donlon, P.J. O’ Donnell, Daly. 
(Names courtesy of Maurice Kavanagh Cork City Branch, published in Winter 2021 Síocháin – p. 131).
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Commissioner’s Inspection at Drogheda 1966
Front (l-r): D/Gda, Owen Corrigan, P.S.V. Sergeant J Mullen, Divisional Clerk Sergeant Loughran, Sergeant I/C Seamus 
Kerins, Supt Michael Bohan, Commissioner William Quinn, C/Supt William McConville, Inspector John Cooney, Sergeant 
Terry Carroll, Weights and Measures Sergeant Pat McGinley, D/Sgt Jack Kehoe, D/Gda Matt Downey, Andy Whelan.
Middle (l-r): Commissioners Driver, John Dunlea, Stephen Stack, Colm Markey, John Farrell, (Unknown), Stephen Lynch, 
Michael Landers, Pat Lambe, Noel O’Connor, Michael Fitzgerald, Mel Barry, John Fennighty, Martin Noone, Pat Sweeney, 
Matt Hall.
Back (l-r): Pat O’Neill, Pat O’Boyle, Tommy Campbell, Gerry Clifford, Joe Delaney, Michael Logue, Peter Kingston, Brian 
Moroney, Tom Cooney, Michael O’Connor, Seamus O’Donnell, Charlie Armstrong, Joe Heslin, Finnian Conway, Michael 
Molloy.
Names courtesy of Michael Fitzgerald, Dublin West Branch, published in Winter 2021 Síocháin – p. 128).

CONGRATS TO WINNER 
OF GALMONT HOTEL & 

SPA COMPETITION!

Congratulations to 
Annette O’Toole from Ballina, Co. Mayo 
– the winner of the ‘Galmont Hotel & Spa’ 

competition, as featured in the Winter 
2021 issue of Siochain. Enjoy your time in 
Galway Annette, which includes dinner 
on the night of your stay and breakfast 

the next morning. 

There was a great response to our hotel 
competition and wish to thank you all for 
submitting your entries – keep an eye out 

for other competitions in the future, as 
you could be a winner the next time!




