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EDITORIAL COMMENT

A TIME TO CELEBRATE,
REMEMBER AND REFLECT
As you read this Editorial Comment, you may wish to reflect on the events of December
1921 and the Anglo-Irish Treaty signed on 6 December 1921 in London – 100 years ago.

T

he Anglo-Irish Treaty led to, inter alia, a meeting in
Room 85 of the Gresham Hotel on 9 February 1922,
where the Civic Guard was established under the direction
of General Michael Collins. Recruitment began 12 days
later – what an achievement in these very troubled times!
As 2022 dawns on us, we are reminded of the
sacrifices, pain and the suffering that successive
generations of An Garda Síochána members have
endured alongside their families.
Next year will be a time for celebration but it will
also be a time to remember and reflect on the 89 brave
members of An Garda Síochána whose actions warranted

Civic Guard Recruits pictured during their period of
training at Kildare Barracks in June 1922.
the inclusion of their names on our Roll of Honour – we
salute you and we remember you and you families.
We will be celebrating 100 years of many successes
and notable achievements. Whilst the early years were
catalogued with many tragedies and challenges, the
organisation endured.
Again, during ‘The Troubles’, An Garda Síochána stood
tall for Ireland in the face of anarchy and established the
force as an organisation, where we as former and family
members, are proud of and will continue to support into
the next 100 years.
Go mbeidh saol fada ag An nGarda Síochána – Long live
An Garda Síochána.

Irish and British signatories to The Anglo-Irish Treaty,
which was signed in December 1921.

Mick Lernihan,
Editor
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

THE STEADFAST GARDA COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SERVICE
As Minister for Justice, I would like to wish the members of An Garda Síochána Retired
Members’ Association a Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year.
I hope that you are enjoying a happy and fulfilling retirement after years of unwavering
dedication to communities across our country as members of An Garda Síochána.
The steadfast commitment of Garda members and staff to public service has been central
to the organisation’s success and standing for the past century and remains so today.
It is important to acknowledge that commitment and the sacrifices made by Gardaí and
their families during the organisation’s history, particularly as we approach the centenary of its
foundation.
Over the festive season I join with you in remembering members of An Garda Síochána, both retired and serving,
who have passed away. I am particularly mindful of Detective Garda Jerry McCabe, whose 25th anniversary occurred
this year, his wife Ann and their family.
I am conscious that An Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association remains an essential component of the
Garda family. By providing the networks, friendships and support of colleagues and families, the Association makes a
vital contribution to the lives of so many. I thank the Association’s dedicated members for their hard work over the last
year.
I hope that you and your families have a peaceful and safe Christmas, and that we can look forward to better
times ahead.

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh.

Helen McEntee TD,
Minister for Justice

STRONG GARDA CONNECTIONS WITH COMMUNITIES
ACROSS IRELAND
With the Christmas and New Year period upon us, I would like to take the opportunity to
reflect on the past 12 months and the formidable challenge that they have been for so many
people.
The historically strong, meaningful connection between An Garda Síochána and
communities across Ireland has never been more important than it has during this time. It
has enabled us to effectively manage our national policing response to reduce the spread of
COVID-19 while also keeping people safe from crime.
From simple gestures supporting the vulnerable, to overseeing critical frontline policing
and engaging in operational duties, members of An Garda Síochána have been exhibiting the
best of our organisation.
After years of dedicated and diligent service, I am deeply grateful to you as members of the Garda Síochána
Retired Members Association for continuing to contribute so much to our organisation during 2021 in the spirit of
fraternal co-operation.
This year has tested us all but, in particular, those of you who are coping with sickness or ill-health. On behalf of
An Garda Síochána, I extend our warm wishes to you on your road to recovery.
As the year comes to a close, I would also like to remember at this time the former Garda members whom we
have lost over the past 12 months. Each one and their families are in our thoughts.
This festive period, like the last, is especially poignant and so I wish you and your loved ones a Happy, Peaceful
Christmas, and may we look forward to a prosperous New Year.

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise daoibh go léir.

Drew Harris

Garda Commissioner
6 Síocháin
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A TIME TO REMEMBER THOSE LESS FORTUNATE
Once again Christmas is upon us, though it seems that the “Festive Season” has been coming
since October or in some cases September if you judge this special time of year by the shops
and TV commercials. It can be that we are thoroughly brainwashed into the commercial side of
Christmas that we lose sight of what this season is really all about.
God, in Christ made human. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. It is important
not to lose sight of the baby in the manger amidst the wrappings, lights and tinsel that make
up the secular side of Christmas. Yes, let us enjoy ourselves with family and friends, giving and
receiving gifts but the real gift of Christmas is God’s gift of his son born in Bethlehem.
Christmas is also a time to especially remember those who are less fortunate than
ourselves. Christmas, to be truly Christmas, must have worship at its centre. If not, then
especially in these challenging times, it becomes just another holiday which brings huge bills
with many families struggling to make ends meet.
A lovely thought and one which doesn’t have to cost money is simply time, love and doing something for someone
else.
I want to end by quoting the Christmas prayer used at many carol services which I know means a lot to many
people especially those who are sick or who have lost loved ones this year.
May God bless you all. My wife and family join me in wishing you all a very Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas
and into 2022.

Reverend David Pierpoint
Garda Chaplin

WORK BY GARDAÍ AND FRONTLINE IS ONE POSITIVE FROM
THE PANDEMIC
Happy Christmas. I recall being in the Holy Land some years ago and visiting Jerusalem and
Bethlehem. The highlight of that one-day trip from Cyprus was spending some time in prayer
at the traditional birthplace of Jesus in the magnificent Basilica of the Nativity.
On the floor of this sacred place are the words ‘Et Verbum Caro factum est’ – ‘And the
Word was made flesh’. You’ll find those words in the first chapter of St John’s Gospel, where
he reminds us that God is with us in the person of his Son Jesus Christ, who dwells among
us.
The pandemic has affected us all for the best part of two years. Our ordinary, everyday
lives have been turned upside down. One positive to come out of it all has been the
remarkable contribution to daily life that our frontline workers have made, particularly our
Gardaí. God bless them all.
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas this year, my hope and prayer would be that we never forget that Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, ‘the Word made flesh’, has come among us, and is with us always.
One of my favourite Christmas hymns is Harry Belafonte’’ ‘Mary’s Boy Child’. The first line is: “Long time ago in
Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say, Mary’s Boy Child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day”.
On behalf of all my colleagues at Mount Argus and on my own behalf, I wish you and yours a Happy, Peaceful and
Blessed Christmas.

Father Joe Kennedy
Garda Chaplin
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REFLECTING THE PAST YEAR AND REMEMBERING GARDA
COLLEAGUES
As President of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’
Association, I am delighted to wish each and every
member of our Association and their families a very Happy
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year for 2022.
Next year will be a momentous one for us all in
the GSRMA and in An Garda Síochána with our 100th
Birthday to be celebrated. All members of the Association
will be receiving a beautifully fashioned Lapel Pin to
coincide with the Centenary.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank our Branch
Committees, Central Committee and the Office Staff
in Mick, Marina and Michelle for their continued
commitment and dedication over the past year. I am sure you will agree that the Editorial Board
has done a tremendous job in producing a world class magazine in Síocháin. I appreciate the
help and support we receive from our sponsors, advertisers and all who are associated with the
GSRMA.
As we reflect on the year that was 2021 and the tough times endured by all, we remember
our GSRMA colleagues and family members who have passed away during the year. They are in
our thoughts and prayers during this Christmas period.
To all Members and families, I hope that 2022 will bring you good health and happiness.

Nollaig Shona agus Bliain Nua iontach daoibh go léir.

Matt Givens

GSRMA President
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ATHY BRANCH NEWS
After many months of restrictions due to Covid-19, we
welcomed new members, Vivian and Liz McCabe, and
resumed our monthly coffee mornings. We have also set
up a ‘WhatsApp’ Group.
Day Trip to Waterford: We all went on a day trip to
Waterford on 29 September, where we had a great day
visiting museums as part of the Viking Triangle followed
by a very interesting walking tour. After a lovely lunch in
the Tower Hotel, we concluded our tour with visits to the
Medieval Museum and the Irish Silver Museum. We hope
to avail of another trip prior to Christmas.
Annual Mass & AGM: Our Annual Mass for deceased
members and their families took place at our local Parish
Church on 1 December, while our AGM is set for 11
January 2022 at 11am in the golf club.

Branch members pictured on the day trip to Waterford in
September.

BALLINA BRANCH NEWS
Votes of Sympathy: At a branch meeting, votes of
sympathy were passed to the families of the late Retired
Garda Michael Benson who died peacefully after a
short illness. Michael was a native of Ballyfarnan,
Co. Roscommon and spent his entire service in
Mayo Division, serving in Belmullet, Bonniconlon and
Crossmolina. A great community man Michael was an
active member of Crossmolina GAA Club, Lough Conn

Angling Club, Crossmolina Gun Club and in later years
with the Men’s Shed.
Retired Seamus Lohan, late of Shrule Station and a
member of Castlebar Branch, asked to be included in
our ‘WhatsApp’ Group and all our members enjoyed the
many jokes from Seamus. May their gentle souls Rest
in Peace.

BRAY BRANCH NEWS
Bray Branch continues with its preparation to resume to
normal activities as soon as it is comfortable to do so.
However, at the time of writing, we are being thwarted
somewhat by the rising Covid-19 case numbers and those
requiring hospitalisation and ICU care.
Annual Mass: Our Annual Mass for deceased members
and families is booked for Saturday 4 December in the
Queen of Peace Church on the Putland Road, Bray, and
more will follow on this on our ‘WhatsApp’ Group and other
branch communications.
Bereavement: We were saddened to learn of the recent
passing our one of our long-standing members. John
McGurk [10839A] hailed from Varna Street off the Falls
Road in Belfast and joined An Garda Síochána, via a
circuitous route, having left home for work at the age of
13 and a half in a local timber company. He was also in
the Irish Defence Forces and the Automobile Association,
followed by a long and successful career in An Garda
12 Síocháin

Síochána, before he retired as a Sergeant in Bray in
the mid-1980s. We extend our deepest condolences
to Anne and the McGurk family at this time.
Get Well Wishes: We also wish a speedy recovery to
a few of our members who are in hospital or are ill at
this time and hope to see then very soon at our coffee
afternoons.
Centenary Celebration Project: This project is
taking shape under the guidance of the Branch
Committee and our Centenary Officer, John Clancy.
We have now established that one Inspector, two
Sergeants and 11 Civic Guards arrived in the old
Constabulary Barracks at the Royal Hotel in Bray
on 28 October 1922 and commenced policing in the
seaside town and district following the disbandment
of the RIC and the standing down of the short-lived
Irish Republican Police (IRP).
In the photograph on the next page, seen at
the front of the car over the bonnet (third from the

right) is Sgt Austin Rynne who, following his roles in
the 1916 Easter Rising, internment and the War of
Independence, joined The Civic Guard on 29 April
1922 [Reg No. 927]. He was a native of Clouna near
Ennistymon in North Clare and his nephew, Paddy
Rynne, has reminisced with our Branch Chairman, Tom
Conway, about the exploits of Uncle Austie (Tom is also
a native of the Ennistymon area) – an interesting story!

So, we will leave it there for 2021 from Bray and look
forward to a brighter and happier 2022 where we can
‘push the boat out’ and celebrate the 100 years of An
Garda Síochána in the style that befits our service to the
State over many years.

Members of the first Civic Guard in Bray (28 October 1922).

Branch AGM: The AGM will take place at the Harbour
Bar on Bray’s seafront on Tuesday 1 March 2022 at
3pm. We hope that as many members as possible can
attend.

Tom Conway, Paddy Rynne and General Secretary Mick
Lernihan at Clouna, Ennistymon – the home of Austin Rynne

.

CARLOW BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Mornings: Carlow Branch resumed our monthly
coffee mornings and held the first one in 20 months on 2
November in the Seven Oaks Hotel.
Members are very anxious to resume social
gatherings and hopefully we can do so safely from now
on.
We will continue to hold coffee mornings on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10.30am in the Seven Oaks
Hotel while it is safe to do so.

Dermot Kelly, John Kelly, Joe Hanley, Bill Casey, Mick Sloyne
and Pierce Ryan.

Branch AGM: The AGM is scheduled for Tuesday 1
March 2022 at 8pm in Carlow Garda Station. This is
an election year and we would encourage members
to attend the AGM and would welcome interest by
members in strengthening our Branch Committee.
We also remember our dear members who have passed
on during the year at this time – ar dheis Dé go raibh na
h-anamacha dílis.

Marie Gallagher, Pauline Naughton, Patsy Kelly, Rosemary
Kelly, Bridie Egan, Ann Ryan, Teresa Dempsey and Mary Ryan.
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CAVAN BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Mornings: After a long Covid enforced break,
we held our monthly coffee morning in the Farnham
Arms Hotel on 5 October. Hopefully, we will now be able
to continue on with the regular coffee morning on the
first Tuesday of each month.
Branch AGM: The AGM is provisionally set for
Thursday 24 February 2022 at 8pm in the Farnham
Arms Hotel, subject to the prevailing Covid restrictions.
The Branch intends to arrange a Mass for our deceased
members with refreshments afterwards in midDecember, again subject to the situation with Covid 19.
50th Anniversary Commemoration: We are working
with the Divisional Centenary Committee with a view to
holding an event to commemorate the 50th Anniversary

of the murder of Inspector Samuel Donegan. He was
killed near Clonandra, Redhills at the border with
Northern Ireland on 8 June 1972. Further details will be
circulated in advance of the event.
Remembering Clonmany: Following the featured
article in the Summer issue of Síocháin – Dramatic Day
in Clonmany in 1964 – Grace O’Donnell (nee Doherty),
the then four-year-old girl rescued by Michael Joseph
Lee from the bottom of the cliff, recently visited him in
Cavan.
This was a very special reunion as they had not met
since the day of the rescue some 57 years ago. Michael
has also been nominated for the Liddy Medal and plans
are afoot to present this award to Michael in the near
future.

CLARE BRANCH NEWS
Visit to Dromoland Castle: The Government
announcement of the Covid-19 shackles being
loosened was music to the ears of many, so plans
for a so long overdue get-together were met with
enthusiasm. Still very aware of the lurking danger and
our collective responsibilities, Dromoland’s walled
garden and adjoining restaurant, which we had all to
ourselves, proved a popular choice.
Armed with Covid certs and obligatory masks,
our group gathered in the bright mid-September
sunshine. As well as the garden looking splendid in the
autumnal colours, an added bonus was the generous
time spent by the gardener in engaging with some of our
‘gardening buffs’.
As one of our biggest gatherings, it was a very
enjoyable one as expressed by many members,
while others were disappointed because they couldn’t
be there! The mix of old and new participants saw
colleagues reacquainted after more than 20 years, and
long may these gatherings continue.
Bereavements: The Branch mourned the passing of
colleagues Phelim McManamon and Mick Frawley.
Although they were members in Nenagh and Limerick
Branches respectively, they both had served for
many years in Killaloe. We also remember Shane
Magnier formerly of Scariff Station. May they Rest
in Peace as we offer our sincere sympathies to their
families.
Annual Mass: The Annual November Mass, celebrated
at Ennis Cathedral on Wednesday 10 November,
allowed all in attendance and those joining via the
16 Síocháin

Group members pictured during the coffee morning visit to
Dromoland Castle’s colourful walled garden (Photo courtesy of
Irene O’Sullivan).

Cathedral webcam, to remember our colleagues and
family members who passed during the last year and
beyond. Our colleagues in hospital and unwell were also
remembered.
Organist, the late Garda’s daughter Mary Curley
and singer Eimer Mungovan added immensely to the
solemnity of the evening celebrated by Rev. Tom Ryan
PP. We were also delighted to have the GSRMA’s
President Matt Givens, General Secretary Mick
Lernihan and Central Commmitte Member Tom Conway
in attendance.
Remembering our colleagues was suitably

incorporated in the Reflection delivered by Leo English
(on the feast day of Saint Leo) as follows:
Remembering
Everyone loves to be remembered.
But if we want to be remembered we have a duty also
to remember.
Memory is a powerful thing.
Wrongly used it can bring death rather than life.
Rightly used it is a form of immortality.
It keeps the past alive.
Those we remember never die.
They continue to walk and talk with us.
Their influence is still felt among us.
There is nothing stronger or more helpful than a good
rememberance.
Colleagues, we want you to know.
That we havent forgotten you.
We remember you.
And your memory most definitely brings life to us today.
May it also assure us of life for you.

That elernal life, Christ came on earth to give us.
New Members: A warm welcome is extended to the
nine new members who recently joined the Branch –
Sheila McG, Ollie D, Denis C, Brendan McD, Thérése F,
Ollie N, Josephine B, John K and Eamon O’N.
Branch AGM: The AGM is scheduled for 6pm on 10
March 2022 at Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis. Not only will
we have much to talk about, it is also an election year
both locally for Clare Branch Committee and nationally
to the Central Committee.
Our AGMs are always well attended so we hope it
will be no different next March. It will also give us the
opportunity to collectively show our support for the work
by HQ on our behalf on the issues of pay and conditions
and to ask questions of course.
As we move towards Christmas, after the strangest of
years, Clare Branch fondly remembers those who are
no longer with us.

CORK CITY BRANCH NEWS
Walking the Walks: Wednesday 29 September saw 22
members participate in a 7.5km walk through Ballincollig
Regional Park. The warm sunshine greeted all who
turned up with appropriate walking gear.
The River Lee flowed gently along while the walkers
observed the beautiful sights in the Lee Valley. By 12
noon all had reached the end-line where they enjoyed
tea and coffee and Breda Bowe’s freshly baked
scones. Afterwards Michael Lewis was on hand to
capture the group standing on the Banks of the Lee.
Two weeks later on 13 October, another group of 23
members assembled near Rochestown Road, Cork to
walk the 6.5km to Monkstown. The autumn sunshine
was again appreciated as the ladies in the group set the
pace.
Along the old tram route, the walkers observed the
breath-taking sights as they passed through Passage
West and the Car Ferry port. On arrival in Monkstown,
Martin Flannery (86) was on hand with his walking cane
to meet and greet us. All enjoyed refreshments in the
Bosun Restaurant where Martin stood to attention to
provide a local history lesson. He is anxious that we
return during the Garda Centenary year.
Easter Rising 2022: Our first social event to mark
the Garda Centenary will be held in Rochestown Park
Hotel on Thursday 21 April 2022. We hope to present
the GSRMA Centenary Lapel-Pins, in conjunction with
our serving colleagues the Garda Centenary Medals
later in the year, in addition to several framed GSRMA
Certificates to our members. Make sure to take note of

Cork City branch members pictured walking the walk in
Ballincollig.

the date. Further details will be published in the Spring
2022 issue of ‘Síocháin’.
Increased Membership: Despite the Covid-19
pandemic, the lockdowns and lack of activity, the
membership of Cork City Branch continues to expand
– our thanks to people who have encouraged former
colleagues to join the Cork City Branch. Our aim was to
reach the 500 mark for the Garda Centenary, yet that
water-mark was not only reached but surpassed.
Sixty years ago, Garda pensioners in Cork City
were proactive in forming the Garda Pensioners’
Association. Today, we are proud to carry their baton
and hold the title of the second largest Branch in the
country.
Branch AGM: Put Wednesday 23 February 2022 in
your diary for our Branch AGM, which takes place at
11am in the Rochestown Park Hotel.
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DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH NEWS
The days of summer passed quickly by again this year
in the Donegal North Branch, despite the fact that our
movements and interactions with retired colleagues
were still impeded somewhat by the pandemic.
Organised activities for our members, like most other
Branches, have been severely restricted since the early
months of 2020. The twice-monthly coffee mornings
became a thing of the past, while our Branch Committee
meetings were consigned to Zoom, which took over
from our usual vibrant and lively round-table meetings.
Committee Meeting: There was a great sense of relief
in early September when the first round-table Branch
Committee meeting took place on 9 September at the
outdoor, covered facility at Back Stage, Letterkenny. An
enjoyable and productive meeting, plans were made for
several Branch events during the Autumn and Winter
months.
Branch AGM: The Branch AGM will take place on
Wednesday 2 March 2022 at Arena7 in Letterkenny.
The time and format of the AGM will be arranged nearer
the date and details will be forwarded to all Branch
members.
Coffee Morning: Following the Branch Committee
meeting, the first event was a coffee morning on 7
October in the outdoor covered dining area at Alcorn’s
in Letterkenny. Notice was sent to members by word
of mouth, phone calls and a posting on the local
‘WhatsApp’ Group, which now has almost 70 members.
We were delighted to have a good turnout and, that
members travelled from the east and west of the county
to attend. Contact has also been made with members
in the Buncrana and Milford areas, with a view to
organising a coffee morning in those areas soon.
GSRMA/IPA Weekend: Branch Secretary and IPA
Regional Chairman Wille Maye reactivated plans for the
October trip to Galway, supported by both Associations.
Now in its 22nd year, this annual event has been part of
the staple diet of GSRMA and IPA members in Donegal
and has always been very well supported.
Over the years members and families have gathered
in the Maldron Hotel, Oranmore to enjoy a relaxed chillout weekend or an energetic one, depending on the
mood.
Led by Branch Secretary Willie Maye and supported
by Branch Chairman Michael Kearns and Branch
members, the weekend event proved as popular as
ever, with 38 GSRMA/IPA Sligo Branch members
coming together on 15-17 October.
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Donegal North Coffee Morning

‘WhatsApp’ Group: With a branch membership of
more than 160 retired and Garda widows in the north
and north-western part of Donegal, we’re delighted
to provide much-needed support services to so many
members.
The recent great success of the GSRMA campaign
on the issue of rent allowance, through which every
retired member benefited, is just one example of how
our Association assists all retired members and Garda
widows. Our efforts for continued improvement in
conditions and support for all retired and Garda widows
is ongoing.
On a local level here, members can keep in touch
through the Retired Members DG ‘WhatsApp’ Group,
and all retired members and Garda widows in Donegal
are welcome to join this group. If you are not already on
the group and wish to be included, please contact Joe
Lynch and a link will be forwarded to you.
Joint Associations Christmas Mass and Dinner:
It is with regret that for the second year running, our
traditional Joint Associations Garda Christmas Function,
arranged under the Chair of An Garda Síochána,
Donegal Division, cannot go ahead in December due
to the ongoing pandemic situation. At time of writing,
plans are being made to have a Mass celebrated for
deceased members and colleagues. Details will be
circulated as soon as available.

DONEGAL SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Harvey’s Point Hotel Cabaret: The Branch organised
the annual visit to Harvey’s Point Hotel in Donegal for
a meal and cabaret on 15 September. Once again it
was a most enjoyable occasion with a good turnout, a
scrumptious meal and a high standard of entertainment.
Everyone relaxed in a safe environment and it was as
normal as it gets in those abnormal times.

Coffee Morning: The October coffee morning took
place at The Nesbit Arms Hotel, Ardara on Friday 29
October.
Branch AGM: The AGM is set for Thursday 24
February 2022 at 7.30pm in The Abbey Hotel, Donegal
Town. Keep safe everyone and chat again in 2022.

DROGHEDA BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: On 6 October, many Drogheda
Branch members enjoyed our coffee morning at the
Monasterboice Inn – our first event in 19 months – and
all were welcomed by Chairman Joe Delaney.
He recalled those members and family members
who have passed on since the last outing in 2020, and
a minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect to
all those remembered.

To finish off the coffee morning’s celebrations,
Bernie Morrissey selected ‘Stoney Grey Soil’, a poem
by Brighid’s fellow County Monaghan native Patrick
Kavanagh, which was recited by Mary Delaney. The
cake was served and the proceedings ended with
the anticipation of further gatherings and more coffee
mornings to come in the near future.b

Branch Secretary Pat Curtin (centre) presented Branch
members Des McTiernan and Joe Delaney with their
Certificates of Appreciation and Lapel Pins.

A birthday cake was presented to mark the 93rd birthday of
Mary Cottrell (left) and the 90th birthday of Brighid Hannigan
(right) – congratulations ladies and keep it going.
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DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH NEWS
Covid 19: In view of the major increase in the spread of
this virus and especially the increase in hospitalisation
and those in ICU our plans to start coffee mornings is
doubtful. However, our card game, which is played in
tables of nine, will continue at the Skylon Hotel every
Wednesday evening at 7.30pm, and we would like to
see more members getting involved in this very sociable
pastime.
Branch AGM: The AGM is set to take place at the
Skylon Hotel on Tuesday 22 February 2022 at 10.30am.
This will be an opportunity for new members to join our
management committee. At present the committee has
between 15 and 20 members with only two women. In
the interest of gender equality, we would especially like
to see more women members involved. Most members
of the present Committee have served over 20 years
and would gladly step aside to make room for new
members.
New Members Welcome: It is a great pleasure and
privilege to be involved in the organisation and its future
development and that of the GSRMA generally. New
members will energise and give further impetus to the
branch and its social activities and projects. This will
benefit all our members. So, please get involved and
you will be surprised at the personal satisfaction and fun
as well as the strong friendships you will develop from
the venture.
Oral History Project: With 2022 marking the centenary
of the foundation of An Garda Síochána, the Central
Committee has established a sub-committee to advance
the Oral History Project. John O’Brien and Frank
Fitzpatrick are actively involved in this project along with
Marie Landy, Mick Lernihan and Marina Tulli, chaired by
Rita Delaney.
The Committee wants to capture the experiences of
many members as possible, through the Oral History
Project. We all have stories to tell. So, get in touch with
any of the sub-committee members, and they will be
glad to explain in detail what is involved.
90th Birthday Celebrations: On 21 October, Michael
Conway celebrated his 90th birthday at his home in
Dublin. Branch Secretary Christy Lonergan, former GRA
President, who served with Michael on the Executive
over many years, congratulated him on behalf of the
members of the Branch, where Michael was a former
Chairman.
Most of our members know Michael for his work

with St Paul’s
Garda Medical Aid
Society, as he was a
founder member and
Secretary for many
years. He was also a
former Chairman of
the Garda Benevolent
Trust Fund.
His involvement in
all of the associations
on which he served
showed clearly that
his interest always
was about improving
Michael Conway
the welfare of all
members of An Garda
Síochána. We wish Michael many more happy birthdays
in health and happiness.
Changing of the Guard: Congratulations to branch
member Tim Doyle on his latest book – ‘Changing of
the Guard’ – which tells the story of Jack Marrinan, a
transformational figure within An Garda Síochána during
a time of great social and economic change.
In the book, Tim follows Marrinan’s life that spans
over 27 years as General Secretary of the Garda
Representative Association (GRA), which evolved into
a skilful and powerful negotiating body. Jack Marrinan
was an extraordinary leader, innovator and visionary.
The very foundations of the Garda Siochana’s 21st
century professionalism and the force’s role in Irish
society owe more to him than any other individual,
according to Conor Brady, former Editor of the Irish
Times.
Our thanks to Tim’s patience and dedication during
a decade of research to express in words the great
visionary that was Jack Marrinan. Royalties of this book
will go the Irish Kidney Association.
Christmas Greetings: Christmas is upon us and we
take this opportunity to thank the Central Committee
and staff Mick, Marina and Michelle for their support,
commitment and courtesy over the past year and look
forward to working closely with them in 2022. And
also, to our own Branch Committee and our Executive,
Chairman Jim Murphy, Secretary, Christy Lonergan and
Treasury Paddy Garvey for their management of the
Branch over the past year. To all our branch members
we thank you for your support and offer our sympathy to
all those who lost loved ones over the past year.
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DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Branch Bereavements: On 28 September, our Branch
Committee met for the first time since 20 February
2020. It was good to see and interact with colleagues
in the flesh after this long period. All looked hale and
hearty, but absent were two committee members who
passed away during the period – John Farrell and Harry
Murphy (RIP).
During August and September, we congratulated the
recipients of the Scott Medals for valour. The recipients,
those living and those who have passed on to their
eternal rest, are to be commended for their actions on
the day in the service of the State.
Rent Allowance Arrears: Through the exceptional work
of the Central Committee in negotiating the settlement
of the rent allowance arrears.
Committee Election Year: As 2022 is an election year
following an extension of the various committees, due to
COVID, we in this branch would encourage our branch
colleagues to put themselves forward for the Branch
Committee.
Every committee needs to be refreshed with new
members and new ideas. We would also encourage
our female members to come on board and provide a
balanced approach to branch activity.
Certs & Lapel Pins: Since our last gathering on 20

February 2020, several Branch Members were due
their Certificates of Appreciation and 20 Year Lapel
Pins – hopefully as the society opens further, we can
recontinue these presentations at our next meetings.
As we approach the end of another year, coupled
with the impact of Covid-19 has had on our lives, we
think and pray for the 19 Branch Members who passed
to their eternal rest along with the 19 Branch Members
who suffered a loss in their families over the same
period. We will pray and continue to keep them in our
thoughts.
AGM: Our Branch AGM takes place at the Spawell
Complex on 17 February 2022 at 10.30am.
Look Back in Time: There is a lot of history associated
with An Garda Síochána and Harrington Street. At one
time in the early 1970s, 11 Garda members resided at
45 Harrington Street, directly opposite GSRMA House,
watched over by the lovely Mrs Massie Byrne (RIP).
This three-storey house over a basement was a
home from home until each one moved on eventually.
Those who resided there included Michael Diffley
(Harcourt Terr), Pat Waters (Harcourt Terrace), John
Kelly (Kevin St), Dan Brennan (Harcourt Terrace),
Tim Doyle (Stepaside), John Foley (Store St), Jimmy
Johnson (SDU), Denis Corcoran (Store St), Kieran
Brennan (Pearse St.) and Mick Hoare (Store St).

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH NEWS
It was with a sense of anticipation that the Branch
sent out an invite to its members for a coffee morning
in Westmanstown on 6 October – our first coffee
morning since pre-Covid and we were hoping for a
good turnout, while being aware of the protocols still in
place regarding the virus. The staff in Westmanstown,
as usual, had an area prepared for us in a safe and
controlled environment.
We were really delighted to welcome the large
number of members that turned out. It was great
to meet everyone again and see people meeting
their friends/retired colleagues for the first time in 18
months. Fully vaccinated members, spouses and
friends gathered. It was obvious that this event had
been missed by many of our retired colleagues. The
18 months since our last coffee morning had been a
hardship on our colleagues and friends and there was a
lot to catch up on. We had to call for extra chairs!
Assistant Chairman Liam Collins welcomed everyone
and addressed the group in the hope that this vital
social gathering will continue as usual from now on. Ar
scáth a chéile a mhaireann na daoine.
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Central Committee and Dublin West Branch member Rita
Delaney pictured with Jack Christal [10963M].

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: Dun
Laoghaire Branch resumed
our coffee morning meetings
following a long break since
the last one in March 2020.
As our usual venue is no
longer available, the meeting
took place on Tuesday 2
September at Brady’s Pub in
Shankill. There was a very
good turnout with a number of
new members in attendance.
Our Chairman Ed Ryan
opened the meeting by
remembering all those
Branch Secretary Eamon Hession presented Mary Aylward and Elizabeth (Lillo)
members who passed away
McGuinness with certs and lapel pins.
since our last meeting also
paying respects to recently
John Patrick
deceased member Angela Cahillane widow of the late
Bourke was
Pat [10024], a proud Kerry man. Pat died in service
born in Co.
in June 1976 whilst stationed in Kill O’ The Grange.
Tipperary
We also remember Philomena Harte, wife of branch
in 1909
member Joe Harte. May they all Rest in Peace.
and joined
In addition, Ed gave an excellent presentation
An Garda
on the foundation of An Garda Síochána relevant to
Síochána
our Branch, and explained how the Dun Laoghaire
in March
Branch was set up in 1998. The Branch covers the
1930 [7947].
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County area which was
Based in
established in 1994 and the DMR East Division which
Booterstown
was set up in 2008.
Station, he
During the War of Independence, a number of
preserved
attacks were mainly concentrated on the RIC Barracks
the scene
in the area, several of which were burned down by
following the
volunteers with casualties on both sides.
infamous
Ed explained that it comes as no surprise with the
Ball Murder
prevailing mayhem at the time that we have more
in February
John Patrick Burke
information about the DMP/RIC during the changeover
1936. He was
than we have about the new Civic Guards.
father-in-law of Pat Quinn, Dun Laoghaire Branch. He
The Committee is currently preparing for the
passed away in 1987 (RIP).
Centenary Project and the Divisional Officer has
appointed an Inspector to liaise with our Committee. We
Dates for Your Diary: The Annual Mass for Deceased
ask all members to be part of the Centenary Project.
Members will be held at the Boylan Centre, Dun
Perhaps you may have a story, an item of interest,
Laoghaire on 6 January 2022. Coffee morning meetings
memorabilia or old photographs relating to our branch
will change to a new venue and switch from the first
and if so, please contact a member of the Committee.
Tuesday to the first Wednesday of the month.
During the meeting, Branch Secretary Eamon
Future meetings will take place at St Anne’s
Hession presented committee members Mary Aylward
Resource Centre in the grounds of Shankill Church.
and Elizabeth (Lillo) McGuinness with GSRMA Lapel
A special word of thanks to our Vice-Chairperson
Pins and Certificates of Appreciation, for 20 years of
Angelene Conefry for researching a venue for the
loyal service to Dun Laoghaire Branch. The meeting
Coffee Mornings.
was closed by Chairman Ed Ryan.
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FERMOY BRANCH NEWS
Branch AGM: On 19 October, we held our first
meeting following 18 months of interruptions at the
Firgrove Hotel, Mitchelstown. It was very well attended
and all were glad to be back for a chat. We had a big
agenda which included the decision to hold our AGM
and Elections on 23 March 2022.
Centenary Celebrations: Fermoy Branch is putting
plans in place for the centenary celebrations and will
revert to you all in course. Divisional events will also
take place and the Branch Committee is available
to sit on the organising committees with our serving
colleagues. We also hope that the main centenary
celebrations which no doubt will take place at Garda
HQ or Dublin Castle. We feel that all branch members
should be invited.

John McNamara, John Conway, Joe Watkins, Hugh Collins
and John Mulvihill.

Certificate Presentations: The presentation of the
20-Year Certificates and Lapel Pins were made to
Mary O’Driscoll, John McNamara and Pat Moroney
– congratulations on your awards and for your longstanding support of the branch.

Pat Moroney, John Conway, Joe Watkins, Hugh Collins John Conway, Mary O’Driscoll, Joe Watkins, Hugh Collins
and John Mulvihill.
and John Mulvihill.

KERRY SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Kerry South Branch looks forward to a safe and more
inclusive 2022 with the return to meetings, AGMs and
Delegate Meetings. We hope all members are keeping
well and staying safe at this time. We will have a lively

calendar of events next year and we look forward to
sharing the memories and the photographs of these
excursions with you all in our centenary year of 2022.

CHRISTMAS DRAW WINNERS
Congratulations to the following five GSRMA members, who each receive €500:
1. Aiden Roche, Kilkenny [17301M].
2. Charlie Barry, Cork City [21728L].
3. Martin Donohue, Dublin North [18358L].
4. Patrick Roche, Dublin North [14661G].
5. Robert Stotesbury, Wicklow [18972C].
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LAOIS BRANCH NEWS
Certificates of of Achievement: With the prevalence
of Covid-19, there is not much appetite to hold meetings
at this time and hopefully the situation will change as
we move into 2022. Notwithstanding this, the Branch
awarded Certificates of Achievement and Lapel Pins
to three branch members – John Coleman, Michael

John Coleman

Michael McEvoy

McEvoy and Liam Foley. Congrats gentlemen and your
support of the GSRMA is greatly appreciated.
Many Branch members have welcomed the success
of the GSRMA in connection with the payment increase
and integration of rent allowance in the pension.

William (Liam) Foley

LIMERICK CITY BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: Limerick City Branch held its first coffee
morning on 6 October in the Strand Hotel since lockdown
in March 2021, attended by 38 members. It was great to
see everyone look so happy, well and relieved to return to
some normality.
Annual Mass: We also welcomed many more members
at the Mass for deceased members and their families on
14 November in St Joseph’s Church.

Michael Wall, Jeremiah Murphy and James McDonagh.

Michael O’Riordan (Central Committee), James
O’Doherty and Dave Bourke.

Michael Murphy and Michael Melody.
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Tom Keating, Michael Creaton and Gerard Higgins.

MEATH BRANCH NEWS
Meath Branch members met for a long-awaited lunch on 2 September at The Silver Tankard in Navan and were
joined by GSRMA Vice President Marie Roche.

Joe Mitchell, Marie Roche, Josie Fitzsimons, Jim Daly

Mick Finnegan, Kathleen Finnegan, Bernie Reddington,
Chris and Eugene Comaskey.

MONAGHAN BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: Monaghan Branch hosted its Coffee
Morning on 30 November at the Four Seasons Hotel
in Monaghan, which was a busy morning of events,
since in addition to the usual socialising and information
providing on pensions, Lapel Pins and Certificates
of Appreciation were presented to our members with
20-years plus membership.
Christmas Draws: All Branch members will be entered
into the Christmas Draw for 2021, with prizes totalling
€1,000 to be given away on the day. A further draw
will then take place of prizes 2 x €25 for all those who
attend at our Coffee Morning in person. The cost of
refreshments will be met by the Monaghan Branch so
there will be no charge for this event. It will be a good
occasion to meet in a well ventilated, sanitised and
safe setting close to the Christmas period and all are
welcome and invited to attend.
Branch AGM: The AGM will take place on Tuesday
22 February 2022 at 3pm at Iontas in Castleblayney,
and all members are requested to attend.
Centenary Lapel Pin: The Garda Centenary
Celebrations next year will coincide with a number of
local and national events. As part of these celebrations,
the children of our first colleagues who joined from 1922
to 1925 will be invited to organised local events.
As part of the centenary, GSRMA will also make a
presentation of an individual Centenary Lapel Pin to

each of the surviving family members. If colleagues
know individuals in Monaghan in this category, please
contact their local Branch Committee.
All serving and retired members will receive a
Centenary Medal, specially commissioned by An Garda
Síochána, to mark this momentous occasion.
Gold Scott Medal
for Bravery: Garda
Gary Sheehan,
son of the late Jim
and Monaghan
Branch member
Margaret Sheehan,
was posthumously
awarded the
Gold Scott Medal
for Bravery at a
ceremony in Dublin
Castle, where
14 other Gardaí
involved in the
events of December Member Margaret Sheehan
accepted the Gold Scott Medal for
1983 were
Bravery on behalf of her late son
honoured.
On 16 December Garda Gary Sheehan.
1983, a large Garda
search party, supported by Irish Army personnel,
were undertaking a search of a Drumcroman Wood,
Derrada, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim when IRA hideout
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was discovered and the kidnapped Mr. Don Tidey was
released from capture.
During the course of the search, Garda Gary
Sheehan and Private Patrick Kelly were shot, fatally
wounded and died at the scene. Despite only having
recently joined the force, Garda Sheehan and his
fellow recruit Gardaí bravely participated in the search
to locate Mr Tidey and ensure he would be released
from captivity. The bravery of Garda Sheehan greatly
contributed to Mr Tidey’s rescue from his kidnappers.
Branch Bereavements: Sadly, since the Autumn
issue of Síocháin, our Branch has lost two members –
Helen Martin and Seamus Fleming. There was a large
attendance at both funerals and they will be fondly

remembered by all. May their gentle souls Rest in
Peace.
Membership Drive: Monaghan Branch is now
contacting retired members who are not part of our
Association in a bid to improve membership and
representation of all retired members and surviving
spouses. We thank Bob Carlile for his work in this area.
All members are requested, where they can, to
actively promote the Association to other retired
members who have chosen not to join us and to
strengthen our hand in negotiations on issues such
as pensions and welfare. It’s only through strength in
numbers that we will be fully recognised and consulted
in our future conditions.

MULLINGAR BRANCH NEWS
Special Draw for Members in November:
Congratulations and well done to the following lucky
winners of the Mullingar Branch Retired Members’
Association draw of 10 x €100 each: Ursula Cafferty,
Mullingar; Maurice Carey, Castlepollard; Jerry Clifford,

Mullingar; Tim Ferguson, Mullingar; Declan Fletcher,
Tyrellspass; Carmel Kelly, Kinnegad; Patrick McCarthy,
Mullingar; John Quinn, Mullingar; John Reynolds,
Mullingar; and Josephine Timoney, Mullingar

NAAS BRANCH NEWS
Centenary Celebrations: Next year is an important one
in the history of An Garda Síochána with the centenary
year celebrations. Here in Kildare, we hold a pivotal
role in the history of the Force with the Training Depot
situated in Kildare Town at the former Military Barracks.
The Branch Committee is planning a fantastic series
of events to celebrate this significant event in our
history. We’re working with serving members and over
the Easter Weekend next year events will be scheduled
to suit everyone.
To mark the arrival of the first recruits to Kildare by
train on 15 April 1922, we will have a re-enactment of
this historical event, and there will also be an exhibition
of memorabilia in Kildare’s Courthouse.
The Garda Band has also been confirmed to play in
the square on Saturday 16 April, and hopefully some of
the specialist units will also attend.
The GSRMA’s Centenary Committee is doing superb
work with the Oral History Project and it is a fantastic
achievement by our Central Committee to organise and

achieve such an important body of work, which is being
recorded for future reference and for future generations.
Early next year we will have our Centenary Lapel
Pins for members, there will also be a special issue of
‘Síocháin’ magazine and An Post will issue a special
stamp, so there will be many wonderful events to look
forward to in 2022.
Branch AGM: The AGM will take place on 23 February
2022 at 7pm in The Westgrove Hotel, Clane. As we
were unable to hold AGMs last year it is important for
members to attend, since 2022 is also an election year
for your Branch Committee. We look forward to seeing
you there and 20-year Certificates of Appreciation and
Lapel Pins will also be presented.
As we approach the Christmas season and look forward
to the New Year, the Branch Committee hopes that we
may get back to our normal lives.

NENAGH BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: By the time you read this the branch
will have held its first coffee morning in almost two
years, giving members a chance to catch up on all the
goings-on within the Association.

Branch AGM: The AGM takes place on 8 February
2022 at The Abbey Court Hotel at 8pm.
Memorial Mass: A memorial mass for the late Christy
Geraghty took place at St Mary of the Rosary Church,
Nenagh on 6 November.
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ROSCOMMON BRANCH NEWS
The Branch is busy organising where and how we will
present members with their Certificates of Appreciation
and 20-Year Lapel Pins. We’re also in the final planning
stages of the Centenary Celebrations in February, with
details to be released at a later stage.
Roscommon Golf Club Seniors: Congratulations to
Nicholas Scanlon, John Cooney, Padraic Moran and
Christy Grogan – these four members celebrated 25
years playing with the seniors at Roscommon Golf Club.

They play every Thursday and continue to win prizes
and we will not say what age you have to be to join the
seniors!
Bereavements: We convey our condolences to the
family of the late Moya Gordon, Roscommon Town, wife
of the late Joe Gordon, and to Paul McDermott and his
family on the sad passing of his dear mother. May they
Rest in Peace.

WATERFORD BRANCH NEWS
Branch Committee Meeting: On 7 October the
Branch Committee met for the first face-to-face
meeting since the arrival
of the blasted Covid. The
meeting commenced with
members observing a minute’s
silence to remember our late
colleague, Jack Deegan,
a member of the Branch
Committee, who passed away
on 18 January. May he Rest
in Peace. Best wishes were
also extended to Mick Neville,
Jack Deegan (RIP)
another Branch Committee
member, who is in hospital.
Social Activities: With the relaxation of Covid
restrictions and the widespread uptake in the
vaccination programme, plans were made for the
resumption of social activities. A number of initiatives
are being worked on for the centenary celebrations of
An Garda Síochána.

A Kilkenny native, Jack now lives in Waterford and
is Brendan’s next-door neighbour. He resides alone
following the death of his wife Nellie. Jack and Nellie
reared a family of three boys and a girl. Jack had
one brother and one sister, both of whom are now
deceased. His brother Tom was also a Garda and was
stationed in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Jack joined An Garda Síochána on 6 June 1944
(D Day) and after his initial training was assigned to
Cappagh Garda Station, Co. Waterford. He also served
in Dungarvan and Ring in Waterford. While serving in
Ring he met his late wife, Nellie McCarthy.
After getting married he transferred to Ennistymon,
Co. Clare where he remained until his transfer to
Callan, Co. Kilkenny to take up the position of District
Clerk. On promotion to the rank of Sergeant, Jack was
transferred to Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny. He also served
in Graiguenamanagh, Goresbridge, and Glenmore
in Kilkenny before his final station in Kilmeaden, Co.
Waterford from where he retired in 1986.
In March 1947, during the ‘Big Snow’ after the

Branch AGM: The 2022 AGM will be held in Waterford
Garda Station on Tuesday 8 February at 8pm, and we
hope to see all branch members attending in a safe and
compliant manner.
‘Senior Man’ of Waterford Branch: The Summer issue
of Síocháin featured a photograph of the Class of June
1944 supplied by John (Jack) O’Sullivan to the Editor.
Retired Garda Sergeant John (Jack) O’Sullivan
[Reg No. 09355F] now aged 97 years is the ‘Senior
Man’ of the Waterford Branch. Jack and his son Tom, a
retired Sergeant [Reg. No. 21035H] and also a member
of Waterford Branch, met with Brendan Cullimore,
Waterford Branch Treasurer and Pat O’Driscoll, Branch
Vice-Chairman.

Brendan Cullimore is pictured with Jack and Tom
O’Sullivan.
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coldest and hardest winter in living memory, Jack had
been granted seven days annual leave and he cycled
from Dungarvan, Co. Waterford to Killarney, Co. Kerry.
With the entire country covered in a blanket of snow, the
journey took 13 hours!
Jack swam daily up to recent years. He is an avid
gardener to the present day, and was also a member of
the Garda Golf Society in Waterford. Jack and Tom are
accomplished musicians and while Brendan and Pat
were with them, they were treated to a number of tunes
on the fiddle while enjoying their tea and sandwiches.
The Branch Committee would like to thank Jack and
Tom for their welcome and hospitality.
Waterford Garda Station: The photograph of the
official opening of the new Waterford Garda Station,
Ballybricken, in 1973 shows a Guard of Honour
inspection by the Minister for Justice Patrick Cooney,
accompanied by Supt William Flaherty.

Pictured on the front row (l-r): Gardaí John Fenton, Con
Crowley, Mick Neville, Mick Ennis, Sean Keane and
Brendan Cullimore. (Photograph courtesy of Brendan
Cullimore, Waterford Branch Treasurer)

WEXFORD BRANCH NEWS
Wexford Outings: The Branch got back into action
with a lovely mid-day meal in Wexford Golf Club, which
proved very popular. On 16 September, we enjoyed
a pleasantly guided tour among the variety of trees,
bushes and plants from all over the world in the lovely
John F. Kennedy Park. Our tour guides, including our
Branch Member and top guide Gerry O’Neill, made sure
we had a very enjoyable tour.
John Coady had us back in action on 20 September
at the Leisuremax Bowling Alley and with a surprise

birthday-cake thrown in! Thank you all. This was
followed up on 28 September with a leisurely walk
around Lady’s Island in South Wexford, followed by
refreshments afterwards. Halloween then had us back at
the Bowling Alley.
Hopefully, we can look forward to a more open
programme during 2022. So, until then, the Branch
Committee signs off with sincere thanks to John Coady
and family for continually keeping all the news and
updates flowing to all branch members.
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Hotel Competition

ONE-NIGHT STAY WITH DINNER
AND B&B TO BE WON
The Galmont Hotel & Spa in Galway City offers ‘Síocháin’
readers the opportunity to win an overnight stay,
including Dinner and Bed & Breakfast.
The award-winning Galmont Hotel & Spa is iconic in Galway
City. Centrally located overlooking Lough Atalia and only a
couple of minutes’ walk from Eyre Square and the cobbled
streets of Galway’s Medieval and Latin Quarter.
Offering luxury accommodation ranging from deluxe
rooms to its level five suites, the Galmont Hotel & Spa boasts
spacious lobby and foyer areas, an inviting and stylish
Coopers Bar & Lounge and the award-winning Marina’s
Restaurant, along with an extensive outdoor terrace area all
on the ground floor.
The Galmont’s foyer and public areas are light filled and
spacious, perfect for relaxing, while ‘Energise
Fitness and Leisure’ and the award-winning ‘Spirit
One Spa’ are the ultimate in rejuvenation and
pampering.
All of these features are coupled with a
professional team of hospitality experts and
talented chefs to ensure that all guests receive a
warm Galway Welcome and a relaxing Leisure
Break at the Galmont Hotel & Spa.
To be in with a chance of winning this
fabulous prize, simply answer the following
questions:
• Where is Galmont Hotel & Spa located in
Galway?
• What is the name of the Galmont Hotel’s
award-winning restaurant?
Send your answers along with your name,
address and contact details to: ‘Galmont
Hotel & Spa Competition’, Siochain, Ocean
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper Fitzwilliam Street,
Dublin 2.

The closing date for all entries is Monday 31
January 2022.
Best of luck to all entrants!
Check out the ‘Keep Discovering Winter Rate’ from €150.
For details visit www.thegalmont.com, contact
the Reservations team on 091-538300 or
email reservations@thegalmont.com.
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The return to some
COVID19 restrictions as
we head into December
and the Christmas season
is a stark reminder that
we must remain vigilant.
Hopefully, the positive
actions of us all will
see us break out of this
pandemic in time for our
100th Birthday in 2022.

Y

ou will see from the articles and
the reports in this edition that the
establishment and earlier years of the
Civic Guard/An Garda Síochána are
recounted by our contributors. For
example, a piece by the late Sgt Donal
Colhoun of the Galway West Division
on what it was like in Collinstown
Training Camp in 1922 is worth
reading. He wrote this piece around
the Jubilee Celebrations in Síocháin in
1972.
Now onto the news updates.
At this stage, members of Garda,
Sergeant and Inspector rank will
have received their 1% rise in their
December pension cheque. This has
been backdated to 1 October 2021
and the good news is that we will
receive the other elements of the
Building Momentum Pay Agreement
with a further 1% rise in payments for
February and October of 2022.
RENT ALLOWANCE INTEGRATION
At the time of writing, almost all
members have received their rent
allowance integration (apart from the
150 or so who are subject to pension
abatement). Confusion abounds! The
reasons for the differing amounts paid
to members essentially lie in whether
you retired before or after 1 March
2012.
Those who retired after that date
suffered pay cuts and a reduced
pension and gratuity. Those who
retired before this date were on a
rate of pension that was very close or
at 50% of their serving colleagues –

Garda Retirees CANNOT receive more
than 50% of their serving colleagues’
wages/salary and as such, were capped
when they hit that figure. The latter
retirees got more to make up to their
50%.
The GSRMA is still working on the
dates of application of the integration.
We are also engaging with the NSSO/
PSSC in Killarney/Tullamore on the
issue of applying the increases to
pensionable allowances and hopefully
there will be movement on this in the
coming months.
WILLS AND PROBATE SERVICE
With Wills & Probate having featured
in our magazine over the past few
issues, we have approached our
Association Solicitor, Sean Costello.
Sean has offered the service of
completing a Will for €125 (plus VAT)
for a GSRMA member, and €200 (plus
VAT) for a couple. Of course, you are
free to shop around for the best deals
and if you are interested in this offer,
contact Sean and book a slot with him

at info@costellosolicitors.ie.
Our Tax and Pensions Consultants
continue to provide advice and
assistance etc… your first consultation
is free and paid for by the GSRMA
as part of your membership benefit
package. To book a phone/email
consultation email Michelle with your
details at info@gardaretired.com.
While branches have now cancelled
or deferred their Christmas Lunches
etc… it is important to note that in
2022, the GSRMA will award Lapel
Pins to all GSRMA members and will
also award a Centenary Grant to allow
the branch to convene and celebrate
our 100th birthday in style at a local
level in conjunction with our serving
colleagues.
Until 2022, I wish you and your
families a Peaceful and a Happy
Christmas.

Slán leat anois agus fan sláintiúil.
Mick
Winter 2021
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

POLICING IN COUNTY KERRY
Dear Editor,
I read with interest Donal J O’Sullivan’s article ‘Policing County
Kerry’ in the Autumn Síocháin edition. With the greatest
respect to Donal, I feel that I must correct one slight historical
inaccuracy in the piece.
Donal states that the first RIC barracks in Ireland to be
attacked [after 1916] was at Gortatlea, Co. Kerry. In fact, that
honour must go to the barracks in the village of Eyeries in the
Beara Peninsula which was attacked and raided for arms by
local volunteers on St Patrick’s Day, March 1918.
Unlike Gortatlea, there were no casualties in the Eyeries raid,
but two unfortunate policemen – Barrack Orderly Constable
Dalton who was overpowered by the attackers, and Constable
Rahill who was drinking in the village at the time of the raid
– were summarily dismissed from the force. They were made
examples of for other members of the disciplined force to heed.
vThe Eyeries attack was a full ten months before the
Soloheadbeg Ambush, an event generally regarded as the start
of the War of Independence. As well as Bureau of Military History
statements the incident is covered in Liam Deasy’s ‘Towards

Ireland Free’ and Liam O Dwyer’s ‘Beara in Irish History’.
The historic old barracks in Eyeries is nowadays a private
dwelling occupied by a daughter of Michael O’Hehir.
Yours sincerely,

Fachtna O’Donovan (Beara Historical Society)
Cork West Branch

PROSTATE CANCER JOURNEY
Dear Editor,

SÍOCHÁIN – MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS!

I just thought that you and your Editorial Board would like
some feedback from the article I submitted to you on my
journey with prostate cancer.
I have been contacted since the publication by
many members, both retired and serving, who had read
the article. Most contacts wanted to share their own
cancer journey and to touch base and talk about their
experiences with me. Others wanted to check in with me
to see how I was.
More just complimented me on the article and said
that it would have a positive effect on other men who
resist having themselves checked out medically. One
contact said that as a result he had his PSA checked out
and thankfully was fine.
I was delighted the article had a positive effect and I
thank you and your Editorial Board for publishing it.

Dear Editor,

Best Regards,

Dun Laoghaire Branch

Unfortunately, I cannot match Pat Joe (McCarthy)
with his excellent letter ‘An Outstanding Summer 2021
Issue of Síocháin’, published in the Autumn issue.
Heartiest congratulations to the Editorial Board
and to all members of the Central Committee
on producing such an informative, gripping and
indeed heart-warming issue of ‘Síocháin’ quarter after
quarter.
To somebody in his 23rd year of retirement, the
Dean Martin Top 10 hit of 1955 ‘Memories are Made
of This’ best sums up the mood - Ad Multos Annos.
With kindest regards and best wishes,

Ed Ryan

John Farrelly, Dublin North Branch
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

MEMORIES OF TEMPLEMORE
Dear Editor,
Being the wife of one of your members,
it is my pleasure to read ‘Síocháin’.
Your Summer 2021 issue brought joy
to my heart when I saw Memories of
Templemore. However, my joy was
short-lived when I read the hatchet job
Anne McGennis did on ‘Smuts’.
Everyone in Templemore Town and
surrounds will remember her as a wellrespected brilliant Kerry woman – Sr
Mary Assumpta. I think she actually liked
being ‘Smuts’ but not to her face, of
course.
Now, I was born in Templemore in
1936, one of a working-class family of
five – four girls and a boy. If it takes a
village to rear a child, the Mercy Sisters
and Christian Brothers in Templemore
reared us and we all had successful
careers thanks to their education. In my
case, ‘Smuts’ was a great friend and
influence on me and that friendship
continued until her death.
Templemore must also be proud of
her achievements; she was a driving
force in getting a full mixed Secondary
School for the town and ran it as the
principal for some time.
Can Anne name any individual Guard
who left such a legacy to the town?
Likewise, does she know that one of
‘Smuts’ own family held a high-ranking
job in the Guards. Her comments must
hurt him because he loved her dearly.
I feel obliged as an old Templemore
girl to respond to your article and
restore ‘Smuts’ honour.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam.
Yours Sincerely,

Rosarii Doheny

VISIT OF PRINCESS GRACE TO IRELAND
Dear Editor,
In the Summer 2021 and again in the Autumn 2021 Edition of Síocháin, the
late Princess Grace of Monaco was featured by two revered members of
An Garda Síochána – Willie McGee (Four-Goal Willie) and also by the tallest
member of An Garda Síochána, Matt Cosgrave.
In the Letters to the Editor of Autumn 2021, Willie McGee states that in
1961 as a 14-year-old he was jogging along beside the Princess’s car when
she lowered down the window and admired Willie’s lovely red curly hair.
I was a front-seat passenger (observer) in the Branch Car immediately
behind. I have a vivid recollection of that brief encounter but never realised
that the 14-year-old would eventually join An Garda Síochána.
It was the only time that the lovely Princess lowered down the window
on the many trips that I was involved in with the Royal Couple during that
week in Connemara and Mayo.
I have met Willie at GSRMA coffee mornings before Covid, so when we
meet at the next one, now that restrictions are lifted, we will have much to
discuss.  
I enjoyed reading Matt Cosgrave’s article in the Summer Edition which
was very well written indeed.  
Yours Sincerely,

Noel Hynes
Naas Branch

GARDA GUARD OF HONOUR AT SHANNON AIRPORT
Dear Editor,
I was part of the Garda Guard of Honour at Shannon Airport for the
arrival and departure of the visit of President John F Kennedy to Ireland in
1963.
On walking up the steps of his jet aircraft on this departure, near the
top of the top step, he turned around and said “And I will be back again
to this green and misty Island and I will see old Shannon’s face again”.

Patrick Fitzgerald
Co. Limerick
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TDs SHOULD HONOUR THOSE WHO
PROTECT US
Dear Editor,
Once again, we see former and sitting
councillors and TDs eulogising IRA members
who were killed while trying to murder
innocent civilians.
Martin Ferris, former TD and convicted
terrorist, who collected the killers of a true
Irish hero, Detective Garda Jerry McCabe,
from prison, attempts to rewrite history
by applauding the efforts of killers and
murderers.
This is what Sin Fein stands for. They will
never accept the wrongs of IRA terrorists
over the legitimate and democratic forces
of the State.
They consistently undermine the values
and norms of our legal and democratic
systems while paying homage to those
who slaughtered the innocent and those
who served and protected us.

Christy Galligan
Donegal North Branch

PRSI FOR PENSIONERS – WHAT NEXT!
Dear Editor,
Please see below the copy of an email I sent to my local TD, Marian
Harkin, Independent. I cannot understand how no one in the media has
commented on the proposal…..
“In the past week, Minister Heather Humphreys stated that the
Government are proposing to make retired public servants pay PRSI on their
department pensions. It is proposed that approx. 385,000 retired pensioners
from various government departments i.e., Gardaí, Teachers, Civil Servants
pay 4% PRSI on their pensions on amounts over €100 per week. This is
outrageous.
If they go ahead with this, no retired public servant will ever again vote for
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael or the Greens and for any other TD who support them.
It will mean that I will have to pay approx. €64 per month on my reduced
Garda Pension. Please check this out for me.”
If it is brought into being, it will be time that all retired public servants march
on the Dáil in protest as this seems to be the only way to get things done or
alternatively prevent it. Please investigate this on behalf of all Retired Gardaí.
Yours Sincerely,

Thomas Heneghan
Sligo-Leitrim Branch

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT OF IRELAND
Dear Editor,
I wish to congratulate the President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, for declining the invitation to attend the commemorative
church service in Armagh, especially as it had been titled as ‘Marking the Centenaries of the Partition of Ireland and the
foundation of Northern Ireland’. It would have been a contradiction in terms for him to do otherwise.  
Ireland is Ireland from the top to bottom and from east to west and nothing will ever change that. The British Government, the
Government of the Republic of Ireland, and indeed the population of Ireland, north and south have accepted that this cannot
change, when agreeing that the partition of Ireland will remain, until the population of Northern Ireland decide otherwise.
By the decision to title the celebration in this way, it would appear to have been made, whether deliberately or otherwise, to
convey a contrary view of the accepted agreement...  
The Taoiseach Michael Martin was also quoted as saying that “any invitation for a government representative to attend the
ceremony in Armagh would be considered”. I feel such an invitation should receive a similar decision to our President’s decision.

Tony Fagan,
Wexford Branch
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CLARE MEMORIES AND MORE
SOCIAL EVENTS FOR 2022
Marie Roche, Central Committee & Naas Branch, reports on another very enjoyable trip to
the Falls Hotel in Ennistymon, Co. Clare in November, and provides details of the six-night
breakaway to Bundoran’s Great Northern Hotel on the Wild Atlantic Way, and the trip to Santa
Susana, which has been rescheduled now for next Spring.

Ennistymon Report: A reunion filled with joy and bliss is the
only way to describe our meeting after such a long absence
in The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon on 7 November. Our members
have missed the social trips so much and were happy to get
back to our new normal.
As members gathered from all over the country filled with
optimism for a few days of social interaction, it was a privilege
to be part of the celebration. Our days were enjoyable with
whist, dance classes, aqua aerobics, a table quiz and nightly
entertainment to name some of the events that took place.
We enjoyed lovely meals in the ambiance of the restaurant
overlooking the Cascades waterfall and for our members the
most important part was the company of friends.
On Thursday, we celebrated a Mass in Liscannor to
remember our dearly departed and also our members who
are unwell at this time. In the afternoon we enjoyed some
retail therapy in Ennis. It was wonderful to be entertained in
the evenings with music and a sing-along as this is something
important to everyone and has been missed over the past 20
months.
As we bid farewell on Friday morning, everyone went
home with renewed energy and are looking forward to
gathering once again in January 2022.

Table quiz winners pictured (l-r): Matt Givens, Bernie
Reddington, Greg Fogarty, Robert Fogarty and Joe Dunleavy.

Great Northern Hotel Bundoran – January 2022: Our always
popular post-Christmas outing will take place on 16 January
in The Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran. We have secured a
fantastic deal with six nights Dinner and B&B, costing only
€340 per person sharing, with the single supplement of €10
extra per night. A shorter stay is also possible if you so wish.

Great Northern Hotel
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Arriving on Sunday 16 January, we’re optimistic that we
will be able to attend the dance in The Ballroom of Romance
in Glenfarne on that night. A brilliant programme of events
has been lined up for your entertainment, including indoor
bowls, evening entertainment, bingo, full use of the gym
and leisure centre. And, of course, the ever-anticipated talent
competition will take place with fantastic prizes to be won.
On Thursday we will have a gala post-Christmas dinner
and you could win a prize in the raffle and maybe even Santa
may pay a surprise visit! As usual we will have a Mass in the
Franciscan Monastery in Rossnowlagh.
Pick-up from and return to Sligo train station will be
included, and we will also have a day tour. The Great Northern
is beautifully situated on the Wild Atlantic Way and has
spectacular sea views, it is also a great place for bracing walks
around the cliffs.
This outing is a great way to recharge after a tough year
with so many changes and restrictions, book your place and
begin 2022 with something special to look forward to and
hopefully it will be the first tour of a year of many social
activities to come.

Santa Susana: Our lovely trip to Santa Susana in Spain that
was cancelled last year due to the restrictions is now planned
for Spring 2022. We have no final date at yet, but it is on our
calendar. We have spoken to our tour company and members
who were refunded and booked for last year will receive a
letter when we have confirmation with the first opportunity to
re-book this trip. As we had a full quota last time, if there are
any spaces available, we will advertise them via email and our
website.
Until we meet in beautiful Bundoran in January 2022, we wish
you a Happy Christmas and every blessing of the season. Take
care and stay safe and well and hopefully we will look forward
to happy gatherings in the near future.
Booking: To book any of our upcoming events please contact
Marie Roche @ 086-0854654. Frank Fitzpatrick @ 0866080697 and Michael O’Riordan @ 086-8177985.

About the Author: GSRMA
Vice-President and a member
of the Central Committee,
Marie Roche also represents
the Naas Branch and the
Leinster Region. Marie is the
Chair of the GSRMA’s Social
Committee and together
with Frank Fitzpatrick and
Michael O’Riordan, they are
always seeking opportunities
for social interaction of
GSRMA members in a safe
and compliant manner, given
the prevailing circumstances.

Santa Susana

FBD INSURANCE – SUPPORTING OUR CUSTOMERS’ LIFE ASSURANCE,
INVESTMENT & PENSIONS NEEDS FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS
Galway & Athenry: John O’Malley,
087 788 5849, john.omalley@fbd.ie
Thurles & Clonmel: Cecelia Farrell,
087 763 5323, cecelia.farrell@fbd.ie
Limerick & Ennis: Jeff Bray,
087 691 0452, jeff.bray@fbd.ie
Bandon, Cork & Midleton: Tim Abrams,
087 182 0085, tim.abrams@fbd.ie
Killarney, Tralee & Skibbereen:
Ciarán O Ceilleachair, 087 182 0083,
ciaran.oceilleachair@fbd.ie

Cavan, Lettterkenny & Sligo:
John Duffy, 087 336 9420,
john.duffy@fbd.ie
Monaghan & Drogheda:
John Mulholland, 087 182 0087,
john.mulholland@fbd.ie
Mallow & Newcastlewest: Aine Kelly,
087 182 0086, aine.kelly@fbd.ie
Castlebar, Roscommon & Naas:
Peter Hand, 086 008 3071,
peter.hand@fbd.ie

Carlow & Navan: Aidan Byrne,
087 923 0292, aidan.byrne@fbd.ie
Mullingar: Gillian Cronin Davitt,
087 746 2168, gillian.cronindavitt@fbd.ie
Kilkenny & Nenagh: Seamus Costello,
087 364 0785, seamus.costello@fbd.ie
Wexford & Waterford:
David Stoney Burke, 087 972 9510,
david.burke2@fbd.ie

Dublin & Wicklow: Tom Lynch,
087 334 3879, tom.lynch@fbd.ie
Portlaoise & Tullamore: Emer Smyth,
085 7374699, emer.smyth@fbd.ie
Call Andrew South directly:
on 087 609 8461 for your
Life Assurance quote

We also provide Mortgage Protection Cover. Talk to us today
FBD Insurance Group Ltd trading as FBD Insurance is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. New Ireland Assurance is our preferred supplier for life assurance, pension and investment products.
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A LOT DONE –
MORE TO DO
The recent success by
the Central Committee
in our legal battle on
the rent allowance
issue demonstrated the
relevance and value of
your Association. This will
become more relevant
into the future if the
Government continues
with plans to reduce
pensions by linking
future increases to the
Consumer Price Index
(CPI), writes Joe Dirwan,
Central Committee &
Monaghan Branch.

A

s you aware, retired members will
no longer be able to rely on the
pay/parity relationship with serving
members after 31 December 2022 –
our 100th Birthday year!
Public Service Pay agreements are
now structured so as to avoid, as far
as possible, the knock-on benefits
accruing to retirees and where they
apply these are time limited.
In the case of the most recent pay
agreement this link will expire on 31
December 2022. However, the proviso
will not apply to politicians, judges
and a few other designated office
holders. Why?
The backdrop to the Rent
Allowance case was based on the
grounds that the Labour Court
Recommendation, in respect of serving
members, should have also been
applied to our members. We were
not involved in the discussions.

The Labour Court findings as follows:
1. That rent allowance be integrated
into basic pay.
2. That it applies to premium
payments.
3. That members received €500
increase in rent allowance to
take account of the increases in
the cost of living.
4. That the findings be implemented
from 1 January 2017.  
RELATIVITY PAY LINK
Going back to the early 1980s there is
an established relativity pay link with
serving members. As a consequence,
a retired member should have received
€250 of the increase with a pro-rata
increase going to widows.  
Taking our case to the ‘Four Gold
Mines’ was not an easy option.
To stand a reasonable chance of
success required financial resources,
solidarity of a strong association and
a clear understanding of past pay
agreements.
The GSRMA’s legal team was led by
the eminent senior counsel, Mr Paul
McGarry, SC, and instructed by the

Association Solicitor, Mr Sean Costello
Halliday House, Arran Quay, Dublin 7.
High Court proceedings were
initiated and the successful outcome
has added over €8m to retired
members’ pensions in the final months
of 2021.
With the integration of rent into
your pension, your monthly pensions
will also increase by an additional €30
to €50 per month – this amount varies
for each member due to your taxation
status etc. This will be of great benefit
when future pay increases are applied
to pensions.
Pay-Out: The pay-out average is very
much individual in nature. Members
who retired after 1 March 2012
received somewhat more in arrears
than those who retired prior to this
date. This is due to the fact that those
members retired on the pay cuts
imposed under FEMPI.
These cuts were incrementally
restored by the Pay Agreement – the
PSSA 2018-20. Rent arrears also
qualified for the increases. Indeed, the
Association already had to fight a
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•

•

battle to get this successfully included
and also get the increases applied to
unsocial hours.
All Garda retirees, who benefited by
the pay increase of 2%, awarded
in October 2020, also saw that rent
arrears were applied retrospectively
in the integration. The increase was
also applied to the unsocial hours’
component of your pensions.
OUTSTANDING MATTERS
1. The Labour Court, in its findings,
recommended that the rent
increases for serving members be
effective from 1 January 2017.
We received payment from 1
September 2017. GSRMA also
sought retrospective payment to
1 January 2017. The Department
has, to date, refused to concede on
this point citing that the Pay and
Pension Act 2017 has prevented
them as it would have seen
retirees’ pension exceed half of the
serving members’ pay. Rather than
‘stalling the digger’ and delaying
payments to our members, the
Central Committee prudently
decided to accept what is on offer
now and continue the fight for the
outstanding amount in the New
Year. We will update all members
on the outcome and acknowledge
the assistance provided by some of
our branch members in this regard.
2. We have also sought that the

3.

4.

terms of the pay agreements,
referred to, be applied to all
other pay-related pensionable
allowances. Due to our interaction
with the Department, an Internal
Departmental Working Party
has been established and is
reviewing this matter regarding
the applicability of increases to
‘Allowances in the Nature of Pay’.
There are complications around
some individual payments to
members and they have to be
assessed individually, whether it
is a matter of a personal item or
other. We are informed that these
will take time and we will get an
update for you.
Pension Abatement is also causing
an issue and each case has to be
analysed individually, hence a delay
in these payments.

Arising from the action taken by the
GSRMA, we can now summarise as
follows:
• September 2021 – the arrears
and integration occurred for all
Members/Widows who retired
since 1 March 2012 (excepting
those at No. 3 and 4 above).
• October 2021 – the arrears
and integration occurred for all
Members/Widows who retired
prior to 1 March 2012 and were of
Garda Rank (excepting those at No.
3 and 4 above).

November 2021 – the arrears
and integration occurred for all
Members/Widows who retired
prior to 1 March 2012 and were of
‘Other Ranks’ (except those at No.
3 and 4 above).
December 2021 – Individual cases
will be dealt with on this date and
in the following months – see No.
4 above.

MORE GOOD NEWS ON PAYMENTS
The first payment of 1% due from
the new pay agreement – Building
Momentum 2012 – was paid on
1 December 2021 to retirees of
Garda, Sergeant and Inspector
ranks, and backdated to 1 October
2021. Superintendents and Chief
Superintendents Associations have not
signed up to Building Momentum as
yet and, therefore, no increases will
be issued for corresponding ranks as
retirees at this time.
A further 1% is due on 1 February
2022 and the Department has
confirmed that payment of this will
take place at the same time as serving
members. The final 1% of will be paid
on 1 October 2022.
All in all, the Central Committee
are delighted with the outcome and
the reaction on social media is also
welcomed. This long overdue award
has also resulted in additional members
signing up to the GSRMA’s membership
and hopefully we will get to over 6,000
members by the time our centenary
birthday year comes up in 2022.
About the
Author: Joe
Dirwan is a
member of the
GSRMA Central
Committee
and represents
the Monaghan
Branch. A native
of Co. Galway,
Joe joined An Garda Síochána
in 1972 and spent most of his
service in Co. Monaghan before
he retired in 2012. Joe is also
the GSRMA Representative on
the Alliance of Retired Public
Servants. Joe previously held the
role of General Secretary of AGSI
and was on their Executive for a
number of years.
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UPDATE ON GSRMA’S
CENTENARY
COMMEMORATIONS
With 2021 quickly coming to a close, before we know it the Centenary Commemoration Year will
be upon us next year. The GSRMA’s Central Committee is looking forward to this most momentous
year, writes Rita Delaney, Central Committee & Dublin West Branch.

T

he GSRMA’s contribution to the Centenary Celebrations
is the Oral History Project, which we hope to launch on 9
February 2022 to commemorate the foundation of An Garda
Síochána, which took place in Room 85 of the Gresham
Hotel on this date in 1922.
The Gresham Hotel
(Courtesy of RTE Archives)

Our objective at the start of this project was to capture
the recollections and lived stories of retired members and
their families, to create a record of our history for future
generations and a valuable investment for posterity. I believe
we have done this. Oral history is by its nature is ongoing
and this work will continue after our basis has been laid.
The Centenary Working Group and our regional
interviewers are now setting about securing the permission
in writing (Recording Agreement) of the interviewees
allowing the GSRMA to use the interviews.

e
Chapelizod Station 1932

ACCESS TO INTERVIEWS ONLINE
We are now also in a position to hand over several sample
folders to Dr Tomás MacConmara, our oral history advisor,
for his review and we will be asking him to develop an online
platform prototype for the GSRMA website.
This will enable users to visit the GSRMA website and click
on ‘Oral History’ to open up a selection of folders containing
the transcripts of interviews,
which we have collected from
retired members and their
families. And this will be in
addition to the audio of the
person giving the interview.
There will also be a facility to
view all of the interviews.
As an example, I
interviewed Jim Cannon
from the Laois Branch in late
October, and it is great to see Retired Sergeant Jim Cannon
with his Scott Medal in
our members contributing to
October 2021.
the project and sharing their
stories for future generations.
I take this opportunity to thank our retired colleagues
and their family members for the interviews we have
collected to date, and continue to collect. I would also like to
acknowledge the large number of photographs, mementos,
souvenirs and memorabilia given to us. We hope to use all
of them in a range of exhibitions next year, so keep these
coming please – the more the better!
About the Author: Rita
Delaney is a member of
the GSRMA Dublin West
Branch and represents the
Dublin Region on the Central
Committee. She is also Chair
of the Centenary Committee,
implementing the GSRMA’s
‘Capturing our History’
Project. Rita joined An Garda
Síochána in 1984 and served
in many locations including
Dublin City, the Garda College
and Garda HQ.
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BRAVERY AND COURAGE
REMEMBERED AND
REWARDED
In this edition, we firstly revisit Dublin Castle on 24 September 2021 where 15 brave members
of An Garda Síochána were presented with Scott Medals for Bravery. None was more poignant
receiving a posthumous Gold Medal than our Monaghan GSRMA Branch Member Margaret
Sheehan. Report by Mick Lernihan, General Secretary.

M

argaret received the Gold Scott Medal from the Garda
Commissioner Drew Harris and the Minister for Justice,
Heather Humphreys, TD, on behalf of her son, Garda Gary
Sheehan.
Gary was murdered on duty near Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim
in December 1983 when effecting the successful release of
the kidnapped executive, Mr. Don Tidey.
We salute all 15 recipients and will always remember your
bravery and courage shown on some very dark days for An
Garda Síochána and the Irish State – Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis
dearmad.
From our Roll of Honour for the concluding three months
of the year, we remember Henry Phelan and James Woods,
who were the first and second members of the Civic Guard/
An Garda Síochána to be murdered on duty on 14 November
1922 and 3 December 1923 near Mullinahone and at
Scartaglen.
GARDA ANNIVERSARIES
We also remember the following whose anniversaries
occur at this time:
John Murrin (Tipperary 1924), Thomas Dowling (Clare 1925),
James Fitzsimons and Hugh Ward (Cork & Tipperary 1926),
Michael Walsh and George Mordaunt (Cavan & Dublin
1942), Patrick Foley (Limerick 1953), John Flynn (Offaly
1961), Michael Joyce (Dublin 1967), Patrick Waters (Sligo
1971), Brian MacNeill (Mayo 1972), Michael Clerkin (Laois
1976), Seamus Quaid (Wexford 1980), Noel Conroy and Cyril
Hickey (Offaly & Dublin 1988), Desmond Dixon and Sean
Eiffe (Louth & Laois 2001), Gary McLoughlin (Donegal 2009),
Ciaran Jones (Wicklow 2011) and Tony Golden (Louth 2015).
Ar dheis Dé go raibh na hanamacha dílis.
REMEMBERING GARDA JAMES BYRNE
Victor Walsh, GSRMA Limerick County Branch Secretary,
notified me of Garda James Byrne [7779] of Pallasgreen
Garda Station who was shot dead in September 1946. Born
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on 28 December 1907, James Byrne came from Ballinglen,
Co. Wicklow.
He joined An Garda Síochána on 17 May 1928, and
served in Carrick-on-Bannow, Garda HQ, New Ross, Fermoy,
Dungourney, Ballincurrig, Killarney, Beaufort and Farranfore.
He had 18 years’ service and was single at the time of his
death.

COMMEMORATIONS REPORT

event to honour him locally. He contacted the late Garda
Byrne’s relatives in Wicklow and found that they had
always kept James’s memory alive and had many items of
memorabilia.
On Saturday 25 September – 75 years to the day – a
plaque was unveiled at Pallasgreen Garda Station in Garda
Byrne’s honour by his nephew, Monsignor Brendan Byrne,
pictured in this photograph with Garda John Ryan, Inspector

Unveiling of Byrne Plaque

Snapshot of GSRMA members who received Scott Medals on
24 September 2021 along with GSRMA Central Committee
Members.

On 25 September 1946, Garda James Byrne and Garda
Daniel Duff were on armed protection duty on a farm at
Mount Catherine, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. Garda Daniel
Duff subsequently stated that an argument arose between
them regarding the performance of the protection duty to
which they were allocated.
The argument became very heated and Garda Duff
alleged that Garda Byrne made a movement as if to draw
his gun. Garda Duff drew his revolver and shot Garda Byrne
twice. Garda Byrne died at the scene.
At the Central Criminal Court in 1946, Garda Daniel Duff
was convicted of the murder of Garda James Byrne. He was
sentenced to death. However, this was commuted to Penal
Servitude for life.
PLAQUE UNVEILED ON 75th ANNIVERSARY
On the 75th Anniversary of Garda Byrne’s passing, Garda
John Ryan from Murroe Garda Station organised a memorial

Pat Brennan and Superintendent John Ryan.
Prior to the unveiling, up to 30 relatives of Garda Byrne,
who had travelled from Wicklow, were brought to the scene
of the murder at Mount Catherine, Pallasgreen, thanks to the
kind permission of the current owners.
The current owner’s wife, Ms Stephanie Power, is the
daughter of the late Mr Maurice Power who was the State
Solicitor and who prosecuted the murder, in one of his first
roles.
After the unveiling another nephew, Jim Byrne, who still
lives in his late uncle’s house in Askanagap, Co. Wicklow,
spoke on behalf of the family and thanked all concerned
including many members of the GSRMA Limerick County
Branch who attended the commemoration.
Thank you to the serving members and all our retired
colleagues for keeping the memory of all our deceased
members and their families in your thoughts and prayers at
this time.
About the Author: GSRMA
General Secretary since 2020,
Mick Lernihan hails from
Mervue, Galway. He joined
An Garda Síochána in 1977
and retired in 2012 following
allocations to Dun Laoghaire,
Shankill, Blacklion, Blackrock,
Finance at HQ, Ennistymon,
Audit at HQ, Bray, Cyprus and
finally retired from Leixlip.
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HOME AND NURSING
HOME SUPPORT UPDATES
It is likely that some of our population may require a greater level of support in a number of
areas, as they age. There are several categories of home support available – voluntary, public
service providers and private concerns – which can be provided either in nursing homes, or in
appropriate circumstances in one’s own home, writes Frank Fitzpatrick, Welfare Committee &
Dublin North Branch.
This article is for information and guidance purposes
only. Always consult with professional(s) when seeking
home support/nursing home services or other medical
interventions.

W

hile it is estimated that a relatively low five per
cent of the population will require home support
services, it is important that options and decisions taken,
in this area, are most suited to the needs of persons
seeking such services.
Applying for a Nursing Homes Support Scheme entails
the completion of an application form available from your
local Nursing Homes Support Office. To qualify, you must
be ordinarily resident in the State for at least a year.
The scheme provides
financial support for people
in need of long-term
nursing home care. Under
the scheme you will make
a contribution towards the
costs of your care, and the
State will pay the balance.
This applies whether the
nursing home is public,
private or voluntary.
The process involves three
steps:
Step 1 is an application for a
Care Needs Assessment.
Step 2 is an application for
State Support.
Step 3 relates to an optional
step to be completed, if you
wish to apply for the Nursing
Home.

Support Services: Nursing Home Support Service
is principally for those over 65 (under 65 in certain
circumstances) and typically, but not exclusively is provided
following an hospital stay. The free service helps with
dressing, getting in/out of bed, personal care, showering,
shaving.
This is a broad list of what’s available to assist the care
of the elderly who need help:
• Some medical care, 24/7 wireless and monitoring
sensors, personal alarms, assistance programmes,
mobility aids, grants for home repairs.
• Assistance in the provision of energy costs, home
upgrades. solar and electricity grants.
• VAT refunds on appliances and aids for persons with

While due consideration must be given to all relevant factors and information, when choosing
a nursing home, it may also be worthwhile to fully explore other options such as home care,
depending on your needs.
Síocháin 61

WELFARE COMMITTEE REPORT

•

•

disabilities, which also
applies to installation
works.
Further services, which
may be available,
include hair and
make-up, nail care,
continence care,
feeding assistance,
security/safety support
services, footcare,
shopping prescription
collection, access to
meals-on-wheels,
exercise routines and
domestic and stair lifts.

Nursing Home
Support Service
is principally
for those aged
over 65 (under
65 in certain
circumstances)
and typically, but
not exclusively
is provided
following an
hospital stay.

SELECTING SUITABLE
OPTIONS
It is important to give
due consideration to
all relevant factors and
information, when choosing a nursing home. It may also
be worthwhile to fully explore other possible options, for
example community services or home care, depending on
your needs. If you are assisting another person in this task,
be sure to include this person in the decision-making, and
factor in their concerns and preferences.
A Care Needs Assessment must to be undertaken.
This is usually done by a healthcare professional. The
assessment will look at the applicant’s ability to do
everyday activities like bathing, shopping and their mobile
ability.
How you utilise any health and personal services, such
as a home care assistant or nurse, will also be looked
at. Based on these assessments, it will be determined if
long-term nursing home care is the preferred option for
you. If it is decided that you do not qualify for long-term
nursing care, you must wait six months before you can
apply again.
It is good practice also to check the HSE/HIQA website
about such services and local trusted experience, in
selection, is valuable. Inspection reports can be helpful in
the decision-making process.
If you are interested in a particular nursing home, you
should visit it, and through questions and observations,
explore its suitability to your needs. You should also
seek a copy of the Nursing Home Checklist, which
can be of assistance, in assessing the suitability of the
service. Application may be made on your behalf, by a
specified person, where reduced ability to make decisions
(diminished mental capacity) exists.

A specified person is:
• A care representative:
• If you are a ward of court – your committee.
• A person appointed under a valid registered enduring
power of attorney, who is not restricted from applying
for the scheme.
• A care representative appointed under the Nursing
Home Support Scheme Act (iv) Your spouse or
partner.
• A relative of yours who is over 18 years old.
• A next friend appointed by a court.
• Your legal representative.
• A registered medical practitioner, nurse, or social
worker.
Only specified persons in the categories (i) to (iii) inclusive,
are entitled to make application for a Nursing Home Loan,
in instances where diminished mental capacity is a factor.
A care representative is appointed by the Circuit Court
on appropriate application. This entails the service of a
Notice of Motion to the County Registrar, the provision of
an affidavit sworn before a Commissioner of Oaths, two
medical reports and a Consent Form.
The individuals who may make such an application
include (i) Spouse or Partner, (ii) Parent, (iii) Child, Brother
or Sister, (iv) Niece or Nephew over 18 years old, (v)
Grandchild, (vi) Grandparent, (vii) Aunt or Uncle, (viii) A
person with good or sufficient interest in your welfare.
It does not permit a GP who provided the capacity
report, to make the application
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The HSE will provide you with a list if nursing homes,
which will include public, voluntary and approved private
nursing homes. When a decision is made in relation to a
nursing home, the result will be notified to the applicant
within 10 working days
COSTS AND THE FAIR DEAL SCHEME
The weekly cost per resident in a private nursing home
varies from around €840 to about €1,250 per week.
These costs may represent a considerable financial outlay
for many individuals.
You can apply for financial support to help pay for
the cost of nursing home care through the Fair Deal
scheme. To avail of this, you need to be approved for the
scheme before you receive funding. You can choose to
pay privately for care, while you wait for funding, but the
scheme cannot be backdated, as it is only payable from
the date of approval.
You should contact your preferred nursing home as
soon as possible, to establish that a space is available
to meet your care requirements. It is possible to avail of
another nursing home temporarily and transfer to your
first-choice home, when available.
The Fair Deal financial assessment will tell you how
much you will have to pay for the total upkeep costs of
the nursing home resident. Your payment will be the
same for voluntary private or a public nursing home.
The amount your pay towards your nursing home
costs is dependent and proportionate on your income
and assets. You must provide proof of income, assets and
expenses with your application. These would include bank
statements, pension statements, proof of social welfare
payments and deeds of property.
If you own assets such as property or land, 7.5%
(3.75% if you are part of a couple) of their value will go
towards the cost of your care each year. You will pay 80%
(40% if you are part of a couple) based on your assessable
income. This is your income minus allowable deductions.
You will also pay 7.5% (3.75% if you are part of
a couple) of your assets such as land or property. For
example, if the cost of your care is €1,000 and your
weekly contribution is €300, the HSE will pay the balance
of €700. This payment is called State Support. The first
€36,000 (€72,000 if part of a couple) of your assets is
excluded from the assessment.
Your principal residence will only be included in the
financial assessment for the first three years of your time
in care. This is known as the 22.5% or ‘three years’ cap.
In the case of a couple, the contribution based on the
principal residence will be capped at 11.25% (7.5% if
the application is made prior to 25 July 2013). Where one
member of the couple remains in the home, while the
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other enters long term nursing home care – the three-year
cap applies.
NURSING HOME LOAN
The Nursing Home Loan, an optional element of the Fair
Deal Scheme, applies to a person in a nursing home who
has assets including land and property. In order to apply
for this loan, you must provide written consent to having
a simple type of mortgage – Charging Order – registered
against your asset.
This provides an option for delaying payment of your
care until after death and using the assets to secure the
loan. The Nursing Home Loan must be paid after death
but can be paid before this. The loan will have to be
paid immediately if you sell or transfer your property.
Repayment of the loan is paid to Revenue.
The Welfare Committee recommends that you seek
professional advice on the information outlined in this
article and lists the following references and contact
numbers/emails.
References/Contacts:
• The particulars of private nursing homes are available
via the internet. Call ‘HSE info live’ at 1850-24-1850.
Visit www.health.gov.ie or www.hse.ie.
• A publication by the HSE titled ‘Nursing Homes
Support Scheme Information’ booklet is also a useful
guide in this area.
• Click on the HSE link regarding the choice of HSE
approved home support providers:
• For help with completing the form or if you have any
questions, call HSE Live team Monday to Friday (8am8pm) and Saturdays (10am-5pm), Freephone 1180085-1500 or Phone 01-2408787.
About the Authors:
The GSRMA Welfare
Committee comprises of
three Central Committee
Members – Frank
Fitzpatrick, Marie Landy
and Michael Lewis. This
committee is committed
to informing the
membership of matters
which affect their health
and wellbeing as well as social matters. It is a matter
for each member to decide on their correct course of
action themselves regarding their safety, health and
wellbeing.
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FRANK EIVERS – A THREAD
OF STEEL

In September 1961, a plane carrying UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold crashed
under mysterious circumstances while en route to a peacekeeping mission in the Congo.
There were no survivors and among the 16 victims was former Garda Frank Eivers, a
recently married UN Field Security Officer, writes Christopher Warner.

T

he tragedy, which took place on 18 September 1961,
around the same time as another disaster struck 5,000
miles away when a rare hurricane slashed its way across
Ireland, had sent shockwaves around the world.
Now six decades later, the incident continues to raise
more questions than answers. Frank Eivers’ role in this
chilling cold war drama, taking place during an era when
the world teetered on the brink of nuclear ruin, is often
overlooked. Síocháin now shines a well-deserved spotlight on
his extraordinary life and ultimate sacrifice.
Francis Eivers was born on 15 February 1933 in the
village of Ballybay near Kiltoom, Co. Roscommon to Francis
Eivers, a painter for Córas Iompair Éireann (CIE), and his wife
Elizabeth (née O’Connor).
As the only son growing up in a strict Catholic household
with eight sisters, ‘Frank’ embraced the Cardinal virtues,
undoubtedly influenced by being outnumbered eight to
one. A bright and curious student, he attended the Ballybay
National School and later graduated from Marist College in
Athlone.
Eivers had initially considered joining the priesthood,
motivated by his inherent desire to help others. His sister
Rose, 85, still remembers her brother’s unwavering piety.
“There was always an incident that stuck in my mind,” she
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recently told Síocháin. “When we would come out of the
bedroom, he’d be on his knees praying. Keeping faith was
his main objective in life.”
He ultimately chose a different career path, joining
the Gardaí on 19 November 1952 [Reg. No. 10236K]. The
energetic 20-year-old was initially assigned to Newmarket
Station in Dublin but later transferred to nearby Kevin Street.
Not surprisingly, Eivers was quickly promoted to Sergeant in
1956. Later that same year, he embarked on the next chapter
in his life, which once again heeded to his altruistic nature.
UN PEACEKEEPING DUTIES
Ireland officially became the 63rd member of the United
Nations on 14 December 1955. The UN asked the Irish
Government to provide security officers for various global
missions as part of its commitment. Following a round of
interviews, Eivers was one of 25 candidates selected by the
peacekeeping organisation. He was given a one-year contract
subject to renewal with an offer of becoming pension-eligible
after four years.
However, one of the stipulations for the appointment
included the option to re-join An Garda Síochána upon
completion of UN service. After resigning from the Force with
an exemplary discharge, Eivers packed his bags and eagerly
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Frank Eivers on his
Wedding Day

headed for the Middle East in August 1957.
Based in Jerusalem, the UN Truce Supervision
Organisation (UNTSO) was the first-ever peacekeeping
operation established by the UN. Eivers’ posting in the Holy
City provided opportunities to explore ancient historical sites
and pursue his keen interest in photography.
During trips back home to Ballybay, he’d entertain family
and friends with movies taken from his exotic travels in
destinations that included Egypt and Lebanon.
The UNTSO’s geographic position allowed its personnel
to assist other UN peacekeeping operations in the region to
fulfil their respective mandates. Such was the case in which
Eivers later found himself deep in the heart of Africa.
The so-called ‘Congo Crisis’ erupted in the summer of
1960 following the end of Belgium’s colonial rule, an era
marred by unimaginable brutality, apartheid and relentless
pillaging of natural resources. The transfer of power would
not go smoothly.
In a rapid succession of events, the newly independent

Republic of the Congo plunged into chaos and disorder.
The increasingly dire situation prompted the Congolese
Government, under Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba, to seek
UN assistance. Thus, the UN Operation in the Congo (ONUC)
was established in the capital of Leopoldville. Although
most Western powers formally backed the mission, lucrative
mining investments in the area presented a glaring conflict of
interest.
‘
A REAL-LIFE ‘MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
Tensions only grew worse following an insurrection by the
breakaway province of Katanga, led by its self-appointed
ruler Moïse Tshombé. The mineral-rich territory, home to
some of the world’s purest deposits of cobalt and uranium
(essential components of nuclear weapons), soon fuelled a
proxy war between the Soviet Union and the United States.
For Hammarskjold, an affable Swede renowned for his
integrity and relentless work ethic, protecting the burgeoning
nation’s sovereignty and political independence eventually
devolved into a real-life ‘Mission Impossible’, featuring a
hopelessly complex plot, evil villains and the usual suspects
from the CIA, KGB, and MI6.
While on furlough from his UN duties, Eivers fell in love
with a young woman, Marie Bills, who worked as a secretary
at the Irish Press. He had been previously engaged, but the
relationship soured when his ex-fiancé objected to living
overseas.

Eivers on UN Duty

Frank Eivers and Harold Julien, head of ONUC security and
Korean War veteran.

Maria, however, was different. She shared Eivers’ robust
sense of adventure and admired his steadfast dedication to
civil service. The couple officially tied the knot on August 19,
1961 in Dublin.
By now, hostilities in Katanga had reached a boiling point
– violence that saw the torture and assassination of Prime
Minister Lumumba. As a result, the ONUC expanded its
military operations. Ireland eventually deployed troops during
the conflict, who engaged in numerous clashes against
secessionist forces bolstered by a phalanx of battle-hardened
mercenaries.
The fighting included a siege at the mining town of
Jadotville, where a heavily outgunned and outnumbered
Irish company inflicted severe casualties on the enemy before
being forced to surrender on 17 September 1961. The date
is significant – falling on the same day Eivers boarded a
flight with Hammarskjold to the town of Ndola in the British
Protectorate of Northern Rhodesia (present-day Zambia).
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finally arrived at the crash site 15 hours after the plane’s
scheduled arrival time. The discovery was horrific.

Telegram received by the Eivers Family.

UN SECRETARY GENERAL’S BODYGUARD
In a twist of fate, the Roscommon man had recently
taken over bodyguard duties from a fellow Garda, Sean
Quinn, whose wife was expecting their second child. The
Secretary-General was scheduled to meet with Tshombé
in hopes of mediating a ceasefire; at the very least, both
sides agreed to convene at a neutral location. Leading up
to the negotiations, Eivers developed a natural rapport with
Hammarskjold, finding common ground on their deep faith
and boundless energy.
An experienced Swedish aircrew mapped a circuitous
flight plan to minimise exposure over hostile Kantagese
airspace. However, shortly after midnight local time, the UN
chartered DC-6B named ‘Albertina’ (registered in Sweden
as SE-BDY) disappeared into a forest of evergreen trees and
dense bush nine miles from the Ndola Airport.
Inexplicably, for reasons that have never been
adequately explained, local authorities did not launch a
formal search party until mid-morning. Royal Ndola Police

SITE OF THE DESTRUCTION
A heap of charred metal and assorted debris littered the
destruction zone. Death permeated the smoky air thick,
exacerbated by the sweltering heat and swarms of mopane
flies. The aircraft had initially clipped the treetops before
smashing into an enormous anthill. More than 4,000 litres of
fuel gushed from the ruptured tanks, turning the wreckage
into a raging inferno.
All but two of the deceased were burned beyond
recognition. Hammarskjold was found on his back with a
broken spine and surrounded by playing cards a few meters
away from the smouldering fuselage. The ace of spades (aka
‘Death Card’) had been placed on his body.
On the edge of the destruction zone, the police stumbled
upon a sole survivor. Harold Julien, the head of ONUC
security and a veteran of the Korean War, had managed to
escape the burning aircraft through an emergency exit.
Suffering from multiple fractures and severe burns, the
American was rushed to a local hospital, where he drifted
in and out of sedation. Julien later described seeing “sparks
in the sky” and how explosions rocked the plane as it flew
over the runway. He succumbed to his injuries five days later
– but would have almost certainly lived had he been rescued
sooner or transported back to a better-equipped medical
facility.
DEVASTATING NEWS REACHES IRELAND
Back in Dublin, Marie Eivers was watching TV at her parents’
house when she first learned of the crash. The newly-minted
Mrs Eivers eagerly began making preparations to join her
husband in Leopoldville – plans that were soon forever
shattered.
RTE broadcast the announcement on its 10:15 radio
bulletin. Shortly afterwards, a reporter from The Irish Press
called at the house. Marie’s father quickly summoned the
local priest, who delivered the message to his now widowed
21-year-old daughter. Meanwhile, in County Roscommon,
the Eivers’ family received the same devastating news.

Funeral procession for Frank Eivers.
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whose disdain for the UN was barely disguised, ultimately
determined that the pilots had misjudged the night landing
on an unfamiliar approach and flew the plane into the
ground. Although a subsequent UN investigation reached
a different conclusion, its report failed to determine what
caused the ‘accident.’

Fallen Hero arrives home.

A gentle rain fell on the Irish capital as Eivers’ remains
arrived at Dublin Airport on 30 September 1961. Both the
tricolour and the blue and white flag of the UN blanketed his
coffin while Gardaí rendered full ceremonial honours under

CONSPIRACY THEORIES CIRCULATE
A slew of conspiracy theories immediately began to circulate,
suggesting Hammarskjold had been the victim of foul play.
Adding to the intrigue, several residents on the outskirts of
Ndola recalled seeing ‘SE-BDY’ being shot down by a second,
smaller aircraft.
However, investigators either ignored or downplayed
these eyewitness accounts because they were native Africans
– and statements by Julien were later dismissed due to his
impaired condition.
At the time, Aviation Katangaise (Avikat) possessed the
type of jet fighters capable of ambushing the Albertina, such
as the Fouga Magister. Noted historians Maurin Picard and
Torben Gülstorff, both of whom have written extensively
about the Congo Crisis (and contributed to this story)

Chief Supt William Halloran.
The next day, mourners lined the streets for the wellattended state funeral. Father Michael Browne, CC,
officiated the Requiem Mass at the Church of Holy Rosary,
Harold’s Cross, before reciting graveside prayers at Mount
Jerome Cemetery.
The Rhodesian Board of Investigation launched the
first inquiry into the air disaster. The colonial officials,

UN Memorial.

speculate that a German-manufactured Dornier Do 28
could have also pulled off such an attack. Regardless, one
thing remains certain: Avikat boasted a deep roster of hired
assassins with no shortage of air combat experience.
Recently published books, studies and investigations have
provided further evidence and plausibility that the incident
was not a result of pilot error. For example, a 2017 UN report
led by Mohamed Chande Othman, the former Chief Justice
of Tanzania, concluded: “There is a significant amount of

Frank Eivers grave at Mount Jerome.

About the Author:
Christopher Warner is an Irish
American actor and freelance
writer. He’s a frequent
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evidence from eyewitnesses that they observed more than
one aircraft in the air, that the other aircraft may have been
a jet, that SE-BDY was on fire before it crashed, and/or
that SE-BDY was fired upon or otherwise actively engaged
by another aircraft. In its totality, this evidence is not easily
dismissed.”
POIGNANT TRIBUTES
Over the years, the
memory of Frank
Eivers has been kept
alive with poignant
tributes, honouring
a man who gave
his life for the cause
of peace. A special
edition of the
‘Secretariat News’
featured a segment
that described
the soft-spoken
Irishman this way:
“He is remembered,
too, for a most
loyal devotion to
his job; for many
small, unselfish acts
of kindness to his
colleagues, and for
the quiet God Bless
with which he closed
every conversation.”
The UN
posthumously
awarded him the
Dag Hammarskjold
Medal in 2002,
presented at the
Garda Training
College in
Templemore. Frank is
fondly remembered
by the Garda
colleagues he served
with in Newmarket
and Kevin Street in
those early days.
In 2017, an
Eivers family
reunion took
place, organised by
Frank’s niece, Maria
Cooney-Hantzara.
More than 150
relatives from all
over the world
attended the event,
which included a
prayer ceremony at a
memorial plaque in
Ballybay.

Cooney-Hantzara continues to be a vocal advocate for
greater transparency and accountability regarding the crash
– not to mention her desire to bring closure for the family.
“The whole thing has been very difficult for all his sisters
seeking the truth,” said Cooney-Hantzara. “I felt that I really
owed it to them to help them find it.”

FRANK HOGAN LIMERICK
Dublin Road, Limerick | Tel: 061 416000 | www.frankhogan.ie
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BI-LINGUAL STORY

GUNNA M’ ATHAIR MY FATHERS GUN
Tá an scéal le Padraig O’Liatháin, Brainse Chiarraí Theas seo bunaithe i mBéal Átha an
Ghaorthaidh, i mbarúntacht Múscraí, Corcaigh. Taobh thiar do gach scéal tá cúlra agus tá
sé riachtanach e seo a thuiscint ag léitheoirí Síocháin.
This story by Pat Lehane, South Kerry Branch is based in the Ballingeary area, Barony of
Muskerry, Cork. The background to such stories is important, so that they are understood by
Síocháin readers.

I

1822 tharla cath ag Céim an Fhia idir na Whiteboys
agus an lucht míleata. I measc na marbh bhí Amhlaoid
O’Loinsigh amháin. Go luath sna 1900 dí bhí a ghariníon,
Sean O’Lionsigh chun tosaigh i gcur chun cinn an
náisiúnachais agus an tírghrá. Bhí tionchar aige. Chum an
file, Maíre Bhuí Ní Laoghaire an dán ‘Cath Céim an Fhiad’. I
1904, bunaíodh Coláiste na Mumhan, Coláiste Éireannach.
Bhí Sean O’Cuiv ar an gcoiste. Tá a gharmhac, Eamonn
O’Cuiv anois ina T.D in Iarthar na Gaillimhe. Sa bhliain
1906, díshealbhaíodh Jeremiah O’Mahony óna ghabháltas i
Drom an Ailigh in ainneoin iarrachtaí misniúla ó mhuintir na
háite. Tugadh iad seo chun na Cúirte agus gearradh fíneáil
orthu agus fuair triúr trí mhí phríosúnachta a spreag fuath
forleathan.
In 1822, a battle took place at Keimaneigh between the
Whiteboys and the military. Amongst the dead was, one
Amhlaoid O’Loinsigh. In the early 1900’s his grandnephew,
John Lynch was to the forefront in promoting Nationalism
and Patriotism. He was influential. The poet, Maire Bhuí Ni
Laoghaire composed the poem ‘Cath Ceim an Fhiad’. In 1904
Coláiste na Mumhan, an Irish college was founded. On the
committee was Sean O’Cuiv. His grandson, Eamonn O’Cuiv is
now a T.D in Galway West. In 1906, Jeremiah O’Mahony was
evicted from his holding at Dromanallig despite courageous
efforts by locals. These were brought to Court and fined with
three receiving three months imprisonment which inspired
widespread hatred.
I 1915, tháinig Claude De Chavasse, céimí de chuid
Oxford, chun Gaeilge a fhoghlaim. Chaith sé féileadh i
gcónaí. Bhí sé paiseanta faoin náisiúnachas agus an tsaoirse.
Bhí a thionchar ollmhór. Bhí amhras ar na Póilíní gur spiaire

Gearmánach é. Lá amháin d’éiligh an Sáirsint Appleby a
ainm, a dhiúltaigh sé a thabhairt i mBéarla. Ionchúisíodh é
agus gearradh fíneáil £5.00 air a dhiúltaigh sé a íoc agus
mar thoradh air sin chaith sé 2 lá sa phríosún arís ag cur
le fearg áitiúil. Ina dhiaidh sin chuaigh sé chun cónaithe i
nGaillimh, ag socrú ina dhiaidh sin i Ros Cathail. Bhí a iníon,
Aebhgreine, ina Léachtóir in U.C.G. Maidir le 1967, bhí taithí
agam ráiteas a thógáil uaidh maidir le braon luaidhe óna
chaisleán - mar Ghaeilge ar ndóigh.
In 1915, Claude De Chavasse, an Oxford graduate,
arrived to learn Irish. He always wore a kilt. He was
passionate about nationalism and freedom. His influence
was enormous. The Police suspected that he was a German
spy. One day Sergeant Appleby demanded his name, which
he refused to give in English. He was prosecuted and fined
£5.00 which he refused to pay and as a result served 2 days
in prison again adding to local anger. Afterwards he went
to live in Galway, later settling in Rosscahill. His daughter,
Aebhgreine, was a Lecturer in U.C.G. About 1967, I had the
experience of taking a statement from him concerning a
larceny of lead from his castle – as Gaeilge of course.
Is sa timpeallacht seo a rugadh m’athair, Daniél
O’Liatháin, ar an 24 Márta 1895. Tar éis dó dul san iomaíocht
ar scoil, d’oibrigh sé ar an bhfeirm. Roghnaigh sé liostáil i
gConstáblacht Ríoga na hÉireann. Tar éis dó an scrúdú a
rith agus na tagairtí agus na moltaí riachtanacha a fháil,
d’athraigh sé a intinn agus chuaigh sé le B Coy (8ú Cathlán)
3ú Briogáid na Saorálaithe in Iarthar Chorcaí.
It was into this environment that my father, Dan Lehane,
was born on the 24/3/1895. Having competed school, he
worked on the farm. He elected to enlist in the Royal Irish
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Constabulary. After passing the exam and securing the
necessary references and recommendations he changed his
mind and joined B Coy (8th Battalion) 3rd West Cork Brigade
of the Volunteers.
I 1916, tháinig Ian Graeme Baun McKenzie Kennedy,
Albanach, a tháinig ó theaghlach mór le rá chun staidéar a
dhéanamh ar an nGaeilge. Chuaigh sé leis na Saorálaithe
agus bhí sé gníomhach ag arm a fháil ó thar lear. Ar
an 7 Meitheamh 1918, luchtaíodh beirt fhear de chuid
Chonstáblacht Ríoga na hÉireann a bhí ag taisteal i
gcarr taobh ag béal an ghleanna agus tógadh a gcuid
carbaihiodráití. Bhí gunnaí armtha ag na hambasadóirí,
ar iasacht ó mhuintir na háite. An lá dár gcionn ghabh
Constáblacht Ríoga na hÉireann gach arm áitiúil, ina measc
gránghunna ó theaghlach O’Liatháin. Timpeall an ama seo,
tógadh monarcha bhuama faoi thalamh ag An Charraig
Bhán a bhí faoi dhó mar ionad coinneála freisin. Bhí m’athair
sa Cholún Eitilte. De ghnáth d’fhan siad i sléibhte Doire na
Sagart.
In 1916, one Ian Graeme Baun McKenzie Kennedy, a
Scot, who came from a distinguished family arrived to study
Irish. He joined the volunteers and was active in securing
arms from abroad. On the 7 June 1918, two Royal Irish
Constabulary men travelling in a side car were ambushed
at the mouth of the glen and their carbines taken. The
ambushers were armed with shotguns, on loan from locals.
Next day the RIC seized all local weapons, amongst them
a shotgun from the Lehane family. Around this time, an
underground bomb factory was constructed at Carrigbawn
which also doubled as a detention centre. My father was in
the Flying Column. They usually stayed in the Derrynasaggart
mountains.
I rith 1920, bhí cuid de na Saorálaithe ionfhabhtaithe
le Fliú na Spáinne agus ní raibh siad in ann teacht anuas
ón sliabh mar gheall ar láithreacht faisnéiseoirí amhrasta.
Timpeall an ama seo, rinneadh ionsaí leanúnach ar Bheairic
na bPóilíní sa cheantar ag cur iallach ar na háititheoirí
bogadh go háit eile chuig foirgnimh níos sláine. Sular fhág
siad Béal Átha an Ghaorthaidh go luath i 1920, chuir an
Sáirsint Appleby focal chuig m’athair chun dul chuig tor
cuileann in áit áirithe, áit ar aimsigh sé gunna an teaghlaigh
ina dhiaidh sin. Cén fáth go bhfuair sé ar ais é, níl a fhios
agam. Níor labhair oibrithe deonacha na linne sin riamh faoi
chúrsaí. Ní raibh mé in ann ach giotaí agus píosaí a fháil. I
1920, bhí baint ag m’athair le Póilíní agus Cúirteanna Shinn
Féin. Dhéileáil siad le hábhair mar choireacht, mhí-iompar
agus grúpaí ag ligean orthu gur Oibrithe Deonacha iad a
chuirfeadh eagla ar shealbhóirí talún d’fhonn an mhaoin a
fháil dóibh féin.
During 1920, some of the volunteers were infected with
the Spanish Flu and were unable to come down from the
mountain because of the presence of suspected informers.
Around this time, the Police Barracks in the area came under
sustained attacks forcing the occupants to move elsewhere
to more secure buildings. Before they left Ballingeary in
early 1920, Sergeant Appleby sent word to my father to go
to a holly bush in a certain place, where he subsequently
found the family gun. Why he got it back, I don’t know.
The volunteers of that era never spoke about matters. I
was only able to glean bits and pieces. In 1920, my father
became involved with the Sinn Fein Police and Courts.

They dealt with such matters as crime, misbehaviour and
groups masquerading as Volunteers who would intimidate
landholders so as to secure the property for themselves.
Tá an gunna seo i mo sheilbh agam, An Osbourne DBBL,
gunna casúr le bairillí 30 orlach. Tá sé i riocht réasúnta
maith. I m’óige, lámhaigh mé a lán coileach agus sní leis. Is
oidhreacht é seo ó m’athair le buíochas don Sáirsint Appleby.
I have this gun in my possession, An Osbourne DBBL,
hammer gun with 30-inch barrels. It is in a reasonably
good condition. In my youth, I shot many a woodcock and
snipe with it. This is a legacy from my father with thanks to
Sergeant Appleby.
Maidir leis an Údar: Tá Pádraig O’Liatháin ina bhall de
Bhrainse Chiarraí Theas den GSRMA. Chuaigh Pat isteach
san fhórsa an 6 Bealtaine 1964 agus d’fhóin sé in Uachtar
Ard, Ros Muc, Carrig Machaire Rois, An tSnaidhm, Daingean
Uí Chúis agus Cill Airne. Chuaigh sé ar scor an 15 Feabhra
2000 agus tá sé ina chónaí anois i gCill Airne lena bhean
chéile, Eibhlin. Is breá le Pádraig galf, siúlóid chnoic. CLG,
seandálaíocht agus labhairt le daoine aosta faoin am atá
thart.
About the Author: Pat Lehane is a member of the
GSRMA South Kerry Branch. Pat joined the force
on 6 May 1964 and served in Oughterard, Rosmuc,
Carrickmacross, Sneem, Dingle and Killarney. He retired
on 15 February 2000 and now resides at Killarney
with his wife, Eileen. Pat enjoys golf, hillwalking, GAA,
archaeology and talking to older people about the past.
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BIRTH PANGS OF A NATION
AND POLICE FORCE
The Anglo-Irish Truce
commenced in July 1921
and this set in train the
Treaty negotiations. The
Anglo-Irish Treaty was
ratified by the Dáil on 7
January 1922 on a vote of
64 for and 57 against, a
decision that was to have
momentous consequences,
writes John O’Brien, Central
Committee & Dublin North
Branch.

T

he next major development
occurred on 16 January 1922
when there was a formal handover of
power in Dublin Castle. Lord FitzAlan,
the British Viceroy, handed power
to Michael Collins, Chairman of the
Provisional Government and Minister
for Finance.
This understated event marked
the historic handover of power
from the British Empire to the Free
State administration. The northern
six counties had become a separate
entity and was now ruled by an
administration in Belfast.
CIVIL WAR – CRITICAL CONTEXT
The foundation events preceded the
drama of the Civil War and the birth
pains of the Free State. The Civil War
lasted from April 1922 to May 1923.
There were many telling events during

this conflict but the most telling in
terms of the new police force was
the killing of General Michael Collins
at Béal na Bláth in West Cork on 22
August 1922.
At that time, he was the
Commander-in-Chief of the National
Army. He was a sitting TD and
ostensibly had resigned his position
as Chairman of the Provisional
Government to prosecute the Civil
War.
In reality he wielded immense
power both politically and militarily.
He was the main architect of the
new police force, the Civic Guard. His
death was of incalculable significance
in terms of the organisation and
direction of the new force.
POLICE ORGANISING COMMITTEE
General Collins sent a signed personal
letter to an “invited” group of men to

Entering Dublin Castle on 17 August 1922.
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General Michael Collins.

convene at the Gresham Hotel Dublin
on 9 February 1922. The purpose of
this meeting was to set up a committee
to organise a new civilian police force
for the emerging State. The new force
was to be called the Civic Guard and
subsequently it was renamed An Garda
Síochána.
The name change was symbolic
rather than substantive. The Committee
was given just weeks to accomplish
this task. Their recommendations
were accepted by the Provisional
Government. The Civic Guard was
formally founded on 22 February 1922
and was reconstituted as An Garda
Síochána on 8 August 1923. The Dublin
Metropolitan Police (DMP) continued
in existence until 3 April 1925 when it
was amalgamated with the An Garda
Síochána.
The Government accepted the
proposals of the organising committee
which resulted in many former RIC
officers being appointed to senior
ranks. This decision was a ticking time
bomb which exploded within months.
The attendance at the Gresham Hotel
was comprised of an eclectic collection
of revolutionaries and former RIC
members.
Many of the former RIC officers
were appointed to senior ranks in the
fledging Civic Guard but the Kildare
Mutiny was to fundamentally change

that disposition. Ultimately fewer than
200 RIC members were to serve in the
Civic Guard.
Recruitment to the Civic Guard
was not publicly advertised and it
was largely conducted through local
pro-treaty IRA volunteers. This was a
way of establishing the loyalties and
the amenability of these early recruits.
They were initially based in the RDS
Showgrounds in Dublin.
They had to vacate that location
(for the Spring Show) and moved to
the Military Barracks in Kildare. They
were introduced to senior officers
and instructors who came from a
predominately RIC background. At an
early stage there were 1,200 recruits in
Kildare and the majority of these were
pro-treaty IRA volunteers.
ENORMOUS VACUUM CREATED
Collins the pragmatist understood
that a new police organisation should
ideally be administered by experienced
officers. The only experienced police
were those from the discredited RIC
and the members of the DMP. On
balance it was evident that some
members of the RIC had actively aided
the national struggle.
The counterbalance to their national
service was the fact that IRA volunteers
had been conditioned to believe that
the RIC was the enemy. An enemy that

should be killed, should be disrupted,
should be driven from their position of
influence in the community, families
should be boycotted and stations
attacked and burned.
Those feelings ran very deep and
remain a potent force today. There was
a visceral reaction to the proposals by
the government to hold a ceremony
in Dublin Castle in January 2020 to
honour the RIC and the DMP in a
formal way. The proposal became
synonymous with honouring the
hated Black and Tans and the dreaded
Auxiliaries.
The vacuum created by the pending
departure of the old order of policing
was enormous. In 1922, there was
approximately 13,000 members
allocated to the RIC but this was a
grossly inflated figure due to the
presence of the Black and Tans and
the Auxiliaries who were nominally
designated members of the RIC.
There was also a very significant
British Military presence located
throughout the country. Logistically,
police stations country wide were
decimated, the court system was
severally compromised, the ordinary
justice system was functioning poorly
and the Civil War was brewing.
RUC RESPONSIBILITIES
The DMP was to remain and was about
1,000 strong. In effect, a 26-county
police service was required (with the
exception of Dublin) with an indicative
strength of 4,000 members. The Royal
Ulster Constabulary (RUC) was formed
on 1 June 1922 and was given policing
and security responsibility in the
partitioned six-counties.
The enormous task of organising
a Civilian Police Force in the Free State
required finance, selection and training,
the acquisition of the necessary
buildings and fundamentally needed
skilled leadership. This was to be
achieved within a seemingly impossible
timeframe of months.
Certainly, it is testimony to the
resolve of those involved and the
new recruits that the enterprise was
ultimately successful.
Self-evidently the Collins policing
model of employing former RIC officers
in senior ranks could never be accepted
by IRA volunteers who became the new
Civic Guard recruits. This hypothesis
was doomed from the start.
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RIC and IRA Personnel Appointed to
Senior Civic Guard Ranks, May 19221:
• Commissioner Michael Staines, TD
(IRA)
• Deputy Commissioner Patrick
Walsh (RIC)
• Assistant Commissioner Patrick
Brennan, TD (IRA)
• Chief Supt Michael Ring (IRA)
• Depot Commandant Chief Supt
Mathias McCarthy (RIC)
• Barrack Master Chief Supt Michael
McCormack (RIC)
• Accounting Officer Superintendent
Jeremiah Maher (RIC)
• Private Secretary Supt P. J. Haugh
(IRA)
• Adjutant Supt James Brennan (RIC)
• Assistant Barrack Master
Superintendent Patrick Harte (RIC)
• Assistant Accounting Officer Supt
Bernard O’Connor (RIC)
• Chief Inspector Robert McCrudden
(RIC)
CIVIC GUARD RECRUITS MUTINY
Matters came to a boiling point when
the newly appointed Commissioner
Michael Staines went to Kildare
Barracks to confront the dissenters. He
was the son of an RIC man and he was
a TD in the Provisional Government. He
held a general parade of the members
present, who numbered 1,250 men in
six companies.
At the start he introduced the
former RIC officers who had been
appointed to senior positions and
extolled their virtues in support of
the national cause. He basically called
on the parade to support him and it
became very evident the overwhelming
support rested elsewhere.
In effect, he lost his authority at that
point and never recovered it. He was
downfaced by the men on parade and
contemporary accounts suggest that
he was forced to retreat to a place of
safety in the camp.
Collins was furious with these
events but there was little he could do
to prevent it. Civil War was imminent
and so a compromise had to be found.
The mutineers elected the Clare IRA
officer Patrick Brennan who then held
the rank of Assistant Commissioner as
“their” Commissioner.
Intriguingly the written record of the
first joiners nominated Patrick Brennan
from Meelick, Co. Clare as the first
member of the Civic Guard to be sworn

in on 21 February 1922. His IRA rank is
stated as Colonel Commandant. It will
be appreciated that it was usual for the
Volunteers/IRA to elect their officers.
CONFLICTED LOYALTIES
This was a time of conflicted loyalties.
The fundamental question was “Who
supported the Provisional Government
and who did not”. On 17 May 1922,
Routine Orders were issued that day for
the Kildare Civic Guard recruits, which
were signed by Sean Liddy, Adjutant,
Training Deport. A daily timetable
was published which consisted of six
parades, reveille at 0630 and lights out
at 2300.
These orders contained a
‘Declaration of Loyalty’ to the
Provisional Government and remarked
that five persons holding senior Civic
Guard commissions (disbanded and
ex-members of the RIC) were retained
against the wishes of the members of
the Civic Guard.
Their presence was deemed contrary
to “good order and discipline” and
their expulsion was demanded. Pending
a decision, they found it necessary to
take over temporary control of the
barracks. The order also contained the
names of the new Officer Corps of the
Civic Guard headed by “Commissioner”
Brennan.
A Commission of Investigation2 was
appointed into the mutiny and one of
the last acts of General Michael Collins
was to commission that investigation.
The recommendations suggested ‘inter
alia’, that the Civic Guard be stood
down but not disbanded. The new
force should be unarmed.
The new senior HQ staff should
be ex-IRA men supported by former
RIC or DMP men with a good national
record. It was recommended that
Commissioner Staines should stand
down because no serving politician
should be a member of the force.
It was decided that no members
of the “mutiny” should be punished.
Arrangements should be made for
the selective reenrolment into the
force. The Kildare Barracks members
should be allocated to Ship Street in
Dublin. On the 22 August 1922, the
recommendations were passed for the
attention of Collins. He was shot that
day in Cork and history took a different
path without his dominant influence.
Michael Staines’ last act as

Commissioner took place on 17 August
1922 when he accompanied Chief Supt
Mathias McCarthy as they led a party of
Civic Guard into Dublin Castle. This was
a symbolic transfer of power from the
RIC to the new police force.
There was no storming of the Castle
as some revisionists have portrayed
it. This moment is captured in several
iconic photos of the event. Chief
Supt McCarthy³ is in full Civic Guard
uniform. Mr. Staines resigned as
Commissioner the following day. He left
an idealistic exhortation for posterity.
‘The Garda Síochána will succeed not
by force of arms, or numbers, but on
their moral authority as servants of the
people.’
A short time later General Eoin
O’Duffy was appointed as the new
Commissioner and Kevin O’Higgins had
already been appointed Minister for
Home Affairs. A remarkable odyssey
had begun. These are the footsteps in
which we follow in 2022. We should
feel pride in our heritage.
About the Author: John O’Brien
holds an MSc and he is the former
head of the
International
Liaison and
Protection
Section at
Garda HQ. John
is a published
author and
commentator
and is a member of the GSRMA
Central Committee.

REFERENCES:
1McCarthy, Brian; The Civic Guard
Mutiny Mercier Press 2012. Authors
note: some RIC members were still
serving and some were retired. The
Kildare Mutiny purged these RIC
officers with notable exceptions.
2McCarthy, Brian. The Civic Guard
Mutiny (p. 107). Mercier Press.
³Mathias McCarthy, a former RIC
Sergeant stationed in Belfast, was an
agent for Michael Collins. He was a
one of a number of Garda officers
who were required to resign from
the force in 1941 with full pension
privileges. Clearly he did not meet
with the approval of the Fianna Fáil
administration.
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ROOM 85, GRESHAM HOTEL
9 FEBRUARY 1922
In February 1922, the Minister for Home Affairs in the Provisional Government,
Éamonn Duggan, established an Organising Committee and the first committee
meeting in the Gresham Hotel on 9 February was convened by Michael Collins.
Report by Bart Faulkner, Dublin South Branch.

O

n 16 January 1922 in the Privy Council Chamber of
Dublin Castle, the last British Viceroy in Ireland, Lord
FitzAlan-Howard, handed over power to the new Provisional
Government.
It was customary in such ceremonies to kiss hands; it is not
known if such interaction took place between the two men
as proceedings were held behind closed doors.
Ten days earlier on 7 January 1922, the Treaty was placed
before Dáil Éireann for ratification and accepted by 64 votes
to 57. As Chairman of the Provisional Government, Michael
Collins had the responsibility of launching the new State on a
steady course.
An unwritten agreement between Collins and the British
Chief Secretary in Ireland Hamar Greenwood was the
disbandment of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and the
continuation of the unarmed Dublin Metropolitan Police
(DMP).
In February 1922, Éamonn Duggan, Minister for Home
Affairs in the Provisional Government, a TD for Louth/Meath
and son of an RIC man as well as a signatory to the AngloIrish Treaty, commenced the establishment of an Organising
Committee.
In reality, the participants were all nominated by Collins
and primarily consisted of his own former police agents and
loyal IRA officers who had assisted him during the War of
Independence.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP
RIC men invited on to the committee of 21 included Head
Constable James Brennan (RIC HQ), District Inspector
John A. Kearney (Boyle), District Inspector Patrick Reardon
(Cork), District Inspector Thomas McGetrick (Howth), Acting
Sergeant Mathias McCarthy (Belfast) and ex-RIC Sgt Thomas
McElligott.
Members from the DMP included Inspector Michael Kelly
(Donnybrook), Constable Thomas Neary (Kevin Street) and
ex-G Division Sgt Eamonn Broy.
Five nominations to the committee who had association
with the IRA and Sinn Féin included Michael Ring (Mayo),
Martin Lynch (Clare), ex-RIC Sergeant Jerimiah Maher
(Kildare) Patrick Brennan, TD (Clare) and Michael Staines, TD
(Dublin).
Michael Collins convened the first meeting of the
Organising Committee in the Gresham Hotel. He was
accompanied by Minister Duggan and Minister for Defence,
General Richard Mulcahy. The latter was appointed as
Chairman of the committee, but due to great turmoil in the
army and the threat of Civil War, he requested that Michael
Staines assume the duties of Chairman.
Staines, the son of an RIC man and veteran of the 1916
Rebellion was informed by Collins that the RIC would be
disbanded on 20 February 1922. To expedite the process,
Staines formed sub-committees to report on Organisation,
Recruitment, Training and Service Conditions.
When the final report landed on the Cabinet table three
weeks later, it wasn’t a surprise that it recommended that
the new force be similar in structure to that of the RIC. The
lack of available time obliged the committee to be pragmatic
and be heavily reliant on members who possessed police
experience.
COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS
One of the critical recommendations of the Committee was
that the new force be armed, each Constable to carry a
Webley revolver. This was not surprising as the overwhelming
majority of the organising committee members were the
bearers of arms with the exception of the three DMP
representatives.
Criteria for selection of recruits would remain similar to
that utilised by the RIC, each member was to be at least
5ft 9ins in height, between the age of 19 and 27 and
unmarried.
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Handwritten Invitation of Michael Collins to D/Inspector John A. Kearney (Courtesy of D.J. O’Sullivan, Tralee Branch)
Education entrance standards were also similar. On
admission, recruits would be required to complete a six
months training course consisting of daily police duty studies
with drill and gymnasium instruction. The only addition to the
RIC Training Manual was that recruits would have one hour of
Irish language studies each day.
At the end of six months training recruits would be
required to display a satisfactory knowledge of police duties
and sufficient fluency in Irish before permitted into the police
force. The committee recommended that the manual with
slight variations could be utilised for some time, it was still in
use in the 1980’s.
By the end of February 1922, the Provisional Government
had accepted the committee’s report. Recruitment began
immediately in 12 regional centres around the country under
the direction of Acting Commissioner Michael Staines TD.
The principle of separating the legislative from the
executive functions had not yet quite caught on. Bearing in
mind the upheaval in the country at that time Staines sourced
his HQ staff from IRA brigade officers rather than through
public advertisement.
The Royal Dublin Society (RDS) was acquired as a

Temporary HQ for the new Civic Guard. The name was not
a recommendation by the Organising Committee, although
Mathias McCarthy, a committee member claimed later that
he had suggested the Irish version, An Garda Síochána.
The name was actually decided at the Government
meeting on 27 February when the report was discussed. The
Temporary Provisions Act of 8 August 1923 established the
name ‘An Garda Síochána’.
GENEROUS RATES OF POLICE PAY
The Organising Committee recommended rates of pay as
awarded by Lord Justice Ross in his report on police pay in
1919. These were generous at the time, weekly pay of 70
Shillings for a Constable and 100 Shillings for a Sergeant.
Cabinet approved the rates, probably on the understanding
that the strength of the force, as recommended in the report,
would be 4,300, less than half that of the RIC. The disastrous
state of the economy caused the government to cut police
pay in 1924.
The Organising Committee’s report also emphasised that
years of service of policemen in the old force should be
recognised if they joined the new force, joining with the same
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Civic Guards enter Dublin Castle in 1922. (Courtesy of RTE Archives)
rate of pay and rank.
Many members of the Organising Committee itself
perceived their selection by Collins as a reward for their
service during the War of Independence, which led them to
seek favourable positions in the new force.
It is suggested that one member of the committee, T.J.
McElligott, resigned his position, because he believed other
members were jockeying for rank within the new force. The
fact that afterwards, he took the Anti-Treaty side in the Civil
War may also have hastened his departure.
Others dropped off the committee for no apparent reason,
including District Inspector Thomas McGetrick (Howth) and
District Inspector Patrick Riordan (Union Quay). Serving
with IRA men in a new force may have been a step too far
for them. The thoughts of such a precarious outcome did
not prohibit District Inspector John A. Kearney, Boyle, from
moving into the RDS to await a favourable appointment.
RESENTMENT TOWARDS KEARNEY
Rumour spread among the early recruits in the RDS that
Kearney was to be appointed as Deputy Commissioner,
second in command to Staines. A member of the Organising
Committee, Kearney was involved in the arrest of Roger
Casement on Banna Strand before the 1916 Rising.
In the wake of that arrest, he was also involved in the
arrest of Austin Stack, who on 28 February 1922 spoke
in Dáil Éireann stating: ‘This man Kearney was, from my
experience, one of the most vigilant servants the enemy had
in this country.’ There was a feeling of resentment among
the recruits, particularly those from Kerry, towards Kearney
and fears grew that they would remove him from the RDS.

A campaign commenced to persuade the public that
ex-RIC personnel would effectively take charge of the Civic
Guard. The unrest continued within the RDS with Staines
having to advise Kearney to leave on 27 March 1922.
This was despite an intelligence report from IRA
intelligence officer Patrick Delahunty, North Roscommon,
that Kearney personally had provided him with ammunition
and ‘that he saved several of our men being shot after
arrest’. Kearney and his family settled in England. His
departure weakened Staines’ authority as Commissioner.
On 5 April 1922, another member of the organising
committee, District Inspector Patrick Walsh (Letterkenny)
was demobilised from the RIC. The following day he was
unveiled as Deputy Commissioner of the Civic Guard. Walsh
was a cousin of Eoin O’Duffy and briefed him when he
returned from official visits to Dublin Castle during the War
of Independence period. By 25 April, the force had to vacate
the RDS to allow the Spring Show to go ahead.
CIVIC GUARD APPOINTMENTS
Kildare Military Barracks became the new HQ where Walsh
developed the training regime, based solely on the RIC Code.
On 12 May, 12 appointments were made by the Government
to the Civic Guard which included Staines as Commissioner
with Walsh as his Deputy.
Eight of the 12 were ex-RIC men with four ex-IRA men.
Nine of the 12 appointed that day had served on the
organising committee. Such appointments exacerbated
dissatisfaction among the recruits which by mid-May had led
to what became known as the Civic Guard Mutiny.
The intricacies of that disruption are addressed elsewhere.
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Civic Guards line out in Dublin Castle in 1922. (Courtesy of RTE Archives).
However, it resulted in a Commission of Enquiry been set up
by Collins, which made a number of recommendations in
mid-July 1922. The report mentioned the disbandment of the
Civic Guard, in practice what happened, was a re-setting of
the Force.
The Commission recommended that Patrick Walsh be
employed in a non-commissioned capacity to assist in
training the Force and it also advised the Government to
prohibit elected representatives or former, from serving in
any capacity in the new force. Crucially it also recommended
disarming the new force. The recommendation in relation
to public representatives gave Staines a way out and he
resigned his position as Commissioner in September 1922.
He was replaced by Eoin O’Duffy TD, Chief of Staff
of the army. O’Duffy resigned both positions before his
appointment as Commissioner. The fact that he had been
a public representative seemed to be overlooked by the
Government.
STRICT DISCIPLINARY CODE
Patrick Walsh, acting as his advisor, developed a strict
disciplinary code for the new force which in truth was
a transcript of the RIC Code. O’Duffy found Walsh
indispensable and urged the new Home Affairs Minister,
Kevin O’Higgins, to appoint him as Assistant Commissioner.
In late September, Walsh was appointed, and he
eventually completed 46 years of continuous service with
the RIC and An Garda Síochána. Other members of the
Organising Committee who had served in the Civic Guard,
such as Assistant Commissioner Patrick Brennan TD and
Chief Supt M.J. Ring resigned their positions in September
1922. Both re-joined the National Army, with Ring holding
the rank of Brigadier General. Within two weeks, he met his

death in an ambush outside Bonniconlon, Co Mayo.
Kevin O’Higgins, Home Affairs Minister, was adamant that
police should be impartial and non-political. His colleagues
in Government could understand the concept but when he
suggested the force should be unarmed, they were unsure.
On his departure on 9 September 1922, Staines noted:
‘The Garda Síochána will succeed not by force of arms or
numbers but on their moral authority as servants of the
people’, which encouraged the new minister.
O’Duffy, as Commissioner, supported O’Higgins and
An Garda HQ was transferred from Kildare Barracks to
Collinstown, Co. Dublin. In October 1922, the armoury was
conveniently left behind. The misuse of the armoury during
the mutiny may have sealed that decision.
Setting up an unarmed police force in the midst of a civil
war was an undeniable achievement. It was one of the few
recommendations of the Organising Committee that was not
reversed, and it has stood the test of time.
About the Author: Bart Faulkner joined An Garda
Síochána in 1974 and served in E, G and L Districts in
the Dublin Metropolitan Area plus a period of time
in Milford, Donegal. He is a member of the GSRMA
Dublin South Branch. Bart has a keen interest in
history and holds a MA in Modern Irish History from
Dublin City University. He writes extensively on the
Revolutionary Period 1913-1923 and delivers lectures
to varied audiences including the Garda Historical
Society. Bart retired as Superintendent in Crumlin
in 2011 and, as well as his love of history, he enjoys
walking and looking after his grandchildren.
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THE GREAT WICKLOW ART
ROBBERY
When Sergeant Sean Feely from Blessington Station phoned in his report to Control in Dublin
Castle that a robbery had just occurred at Russborough House, one of the standard questions
was ‘Value of Property Stolen’. He had no idea. He picked the figure of £1 million. It was the
night of 26 April 1974. Report by Liam Ryan, Cork West Branch.

I

t transpired that the estimated value of the 19 paintings
stolen from Russborough House in Wicklow was £8 million,
which equates to about €77.5m today. The stolen paintings
included were two works by Rubens, two by Gabriël Metsu, a
Goya, a Velasquez, a Frans Hals and a Johannes Vermeer titled
‘Lady Writing a Letter with her Maid’. This was just one of
two Vermeer’s in private collections, the other to be found at
Buckingham Palace.
Sergeant Sean Feely was newly promoted and was renting
in Blessington with his wife Kitty and two young children.
He had finished laying the foundation for his new house at
Hempstown – two miles from town that day. Little did he think
it would be nearly four months before he would continue the
build.
In 1974, this imposing Palladian Mansion, Russborough
House, set on rolling land with views of Blessington Lake was
owned by Sir Alfred and Lady Beit. They had inherited the
house and a substantial collection of Old Masters art. The
family fortune was made in South Africa in gold and diamond
mining. The principal pictures had been returned from the
National Gallery the previous week on 18 April.
The investigating Gardaí were met on arrival at a side door
by Sir Alfred Beit. He was bleeding from a cut on his head. The
time of the robbery was established at 9.30pm. A local doctor
attended to both Sir Alfred and Lady Beit. She was pushed
down into a cellar and received a serious shoulder injury.
HUNT FOR THE CULPRITS BEGINS
The initial report was phoned to Dublin Castle. Descriptions
of the culprits, one woman and four men and the car used, a
grey Ford Cortina Estate (Reg. No. BIA 7440) were circulated.
A nationwide cordon was put in place and investigations
commenced. An Incident Room was set up in Blessington
Station.
The investigation was led by Assistant Commissioner
Edmond Garvey. Chief Supt James Murphy was the Divisional

(Courtesy of Russborough House)
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‘Lady Writing a Letter with her Maid’ by Johannes Vermeer
– one of the 19 paintings stolen from Russborough House
on 26 April 1974.
Officer and Chief Supt Anthony McMahon and D/Supt Paddy
Culligan co-ordinated the investigation. Sergeant Derek Nally
was the sometimes over-worked Press Officer and the acting
District Officer was Inspector P. Flynn.
The suspect list was reduced, when from the local
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The ‘Thank You’ letter from the Office of An Taoiseach (dated 6 May 1974).

enquiries it was established that a man and woman, who
stayed the night before the robbery at The Glendalough Hotel,
Co. Wicklow, had acted suspiciously.
Their description and the car details matched with
descriptions received at the scene. The woman was believed
to be Dr Rose Dugdale and the other names mentioned were
her then partner Eddie Gallagher. All had IRA connections and
were known sympathisers.
It was determined that the female culprit selected the
paintings, all the 11 canvasses that were on display at the
National Gallery to April 1974 were stolen along with eight
other very valuable canvasses. Dugdale had a recent conviction
for the £85,000 burglary of paintings and other valuables
from her parents’ home in England. She received a suspended
two-year sentence.
These paintings would be impossible to dispose of in the
open market. A ransom demand was expected. On 28 April,
the car was found in a field at Ballydine, Cashel, Co. Tipperary.
Some small items such as frame fragments from Russborough
House were found in it.
Most importantly found was an Irish Driving Licence in
the name of Vanessa Kelly, a name known to be used by
Rose Dugdale. Fingerprints on file matched those on the

Driving Licence application and now she had to be found and
hopefully along with the stolen paintings.
The number plates of the suspect car were found at
the Barnagh Gap, near Newcastlewest, Co. Limerick on the
evening of 29 April. Here the investigation was under the
expert attention of D/Insp J. Sullivan, Inspector T.J. McSweeney
and D/Sgt C. Ryan. The ransom note duly arrived on 3 May to
James White, Director of the National Gallery bearing a Belfast
postmark. The ransom letter included a page from an address
book taken by the raiders from Russborough House.
ALL VACANT HOUSES SEARCHED
Sgt Pat O’Leary transferred from Ahane, Co. Limerick to
Rosscarbery on 25 April 1974. His family, wife Noreen and
two young children, moved into the Garda Agency house. He
was on transfer leave until 3 May. There he joined the Station
Party of Garda Malachy McCarthy and Garda William ‘Billy’
Creedon. On 2 May the Garda Force was directed to carry out
searches of all vacant houses and holiday homes in an effort
to locate the culprits and stolen items.
Sgt O’Leary and Garda Creedon began this search on 3
May at the eastern boundary of their area moving westerly.
The search continued on the next day and reached the
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Pictured at the presentation of the ‘Thank You’ Letter from An Taoiseach were (l-r): Richard Barrett, Billy Creedon, Pat O’Leary,
Supt G. O’Mahony and Liam Ryan.
Glandore area. The Gardaí arrived at the home of the Hayes’s
about three kms south of Glandore village and spoke with
them. They owned a nearby holiday home. They said that
their holiday dwelling had been rented by a lady and gent
on Wednesday on 24 April and they arrived in a two-tone
Triumph car.
The two Gardaí drove to the rented house. Sergeant
O’Leary knocked on the door and a woman answered. Garda
Creedon stood back from where he could observe the broader
picture. She gave her surname as ‘Merrimes’ with a London
address.
She stated that she was accompanied by her husband
who was away in Dublin on business, she spoke with a
broken French accent. Garda Creedon noticed the curtain on
a side window moving as she spoke to them. After a general
conversation the Gardaí left.
Their suspicions were aroused and they were not happy as
the woman at the door bore a close resemblance to the photo
of the suspected woman as circulated within the force. The
Gardaí had no means of communication, were eleven miles
from their Headquarters at Clonakilty and were unarmed.
GARDA QUICKLY ACT ON SUSPICIONS
They went to Rosscarbery Station and made contact with
their District Officer at Clonakilty, Supt Tom Barrett, to discuss
their suspicions and seek assistance. At a case conference at
Rosscarbery Station in that afternoon a decision was made
to investigate further and at about 4pm the Garda party of
Supt Barrett, Sgt O’Leary, Garda Creedon, D/Sgt M Jones and
D/Garda J. O’Sullivan arrived at the house at Reenagreena,
Glandore.
There was no person there and the door locked. Entry was
gained through an window. The internal doors were locked.
Detective Sergeant Jones found documents relating to the
Russborough House robbery and Garda Creedon noted a gas
hand grenade near the kitchen sink. A passport in the name
Merrimes was found but the photograph did not correspond
with the lady met earlier at this house by the Gardaí.
It was then established that when the Gardaí left earlier,
the lady borrowed Connie Haye’s car and went on a journey,

possibly to Skibbereen and Baltimore. Mr Hayes gave details of
his car and his permission to search his property. The nearest
telephone was nearly two miles away and was used to request
assistance and set up the Cordon.
Within a short time, the suspect car appeared and
was allowed to return to the house before the driver was
approached by Supt Barrett. He introduced himself and
informed the lady driver of the purpose of this visit.
DISCOVERY OF STOLEN PAINTINGS
She was alone and said her husband was in Skibbereen. She
opened the door and a search commenced. Garda Creedon
found three paintings behind a curtain. Being satisfied that
she was Rose Dugdale and the suspect for the robbery at
Russborough House, she was detained, cautioned and taken
to Clonakilty Station and placed in the custody of Sgt H. Ward.
The scene was preserved by members of the recently formed
Divisional Traffic Corps and Clonakilty District.
On their return to the scene, the members conducted a
thorough search. Pat O’Leary found three bulky parcels in the
boot of the suspect car and it transpired that these contained
the remaining stolen paintings. Other items found were linked
to missing items from the crime scene, including the address
book, missing the page used in the ransom demand.
All 19 paintings were taken to Clonakilty Station. Sergeant
Ward had received instruction from Garda HQ to detain Dr
Bridget Rose Dugdale, alias Mrs Merrimes under Section 30
of the Offences against the State Act 1939 and that The
Attorney General directed that she be brought before the
Special Criminal Court, where she would be charged. She had
nothing to say and was uncooperative.
The investigating team arrived in Clonakilty. A Garda/Army
escort was arranged to escort Ms Dugdale and the paintings
to the Bridewell Station in Dublin. The AG directed that five
charges be preferred against Dugdale. She pleaded guilty to
the ‘receiving’ charge and the other charges were withdrawn.
She attempted to explain her reasons for pleading guilty,
saying she was “proudly and incorruptibly guilty”. Mr Justice
O’Keeffe did not allow her to make a speech. He sentenced
her to nine years. Dugdale was released in October 1980 and
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is now 80 years old and a resident in a care home in Dublin.
About the Author: Liam Ryan is currently Chairperson of the
AFTERMATH OF THE ROBBERY
GSRMA West Cork Branch. Married to Catherine, they have
Sir Alfred Beit died in 1994 and his wife Clementine in 2005
three married children and live in Timoleague. A Cork native,
and they are buried in Blessington, Co. Wicklow. They were
he joined the force in August 1969 and his first station was
forever grateful to the Gardaí and they invited Sgt Feely and
Bandon. All of his service was in the Cork West Division, before
his wife to their Grand Gala function each autumn for the
retiring in 2006 from Ballineen. Involved in sport, he continues to
remainder of their lives, ensuring they were seated in a place
play tennis, croquet, walking, some cycling and likes to travel.
of honour. Sgt Sean
Feely and Kitty
continue to reside in
the house they started
to build at Blessington
Established 1913
in 1974. He retired
Full External Envelope Contractor
as Divisional Officer
at Naas in September
2004.
Sgt Pat O’Leary,
Noreen and their
family moved on
transfer to Clonakilty
on February 1982
where he now
resides. He retired in
August 1998 from
the position of Crime
Prevention Officer. He
worked for Muintir
na Tire, continuing
his passion to work
with the community.
On retirement, he
joined the GSRMA
West Cork Branch.
He was an active and
efficient secretary
for many years and
is a member of our
Branch Committee.
Garda Billy
Creedon and his wife
Kathleen made their
home at Rosscarbery,
overlooking The
Lagoon. There they
reared their four
children and they all
helped Billy pursue his
love of the land. He
immersed himself in
the local community
organisations and
sports clubs, being a
founder member of
the successful Pitch &
Putt Club. He retired
in June 1996 and
joined the GSRMA.
A ‘Thank You’
letter from An
Taoiseach (dated 6
May 1974) – framed
by the GSRMA West
Cork Branch – was
Doughloyne Ind. Estate, Sarsfield Road, Co. Cork E: rccdesign@siac.ie
recently presented
to Billy and Pat by
Clonakilkty’s District
Officer.
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MOYVANE TO DURBAN VIA
GARDA LIFE LESSONS
September 1968 saw Garda Edward J. Carmody resign from An Garda Síochána, with the
vacancy at Cork’s Union Quay Garda Divisional HQ filled by Recruit Garda Tim Bowe. After
some international correspondence with the Cork City Branch Secretary the following facts
came to light with some detail added about the author of this article – Ed J. Carmody, Cork
City Branch.

E

d Carmody hails from the village of Moyvane in North
Kerry; a place associated with the seanchaí, poets,
songs, music and much, much more. After completion of
his education in 1959, Ed went with friends to work in
the UK. While there, he applied to sit the Garda Entrance
Examination and was successful.
On 10 January 1963, he was attested to An Garda
Síochána with Reg. No. 15140H at the Phoenix Park
Depot. He has a vivid memory of that very first day
“arriving late” and getting a severe caution from
Inspector Larry Wren. The Inspector’s words were “from
now on you will not be late for anything again” and these
words had a lasting effect.
The strong Kerryman found his recruit training
enjoyable with interesting drill manoeuvres on the Depot
Square under the baton of Sergeant Dwyer. A typical
exchange from the Drill Instructor was “Carmody, did you
shave today? “Yes, sir”. “Did you use a mirror?” “Yes,

sir”, “Tomorrow use a blade”.
Close towards the end of his recruit training, the class
members were allocated stations, but transfers were
delayed to allow the recruits remain at the Garda Deport
during the State visit of President John F. Kennedy to
Ireland.
Recruit Garda Carmody was sent to Pearse Street
Station where he accompanied Garda Gerry Daly on the
beat along Grafton Street. “I was walking side by side
in Dublin City Centre with a Garda who played fullback
on the Galway Football Team that beat Cork in the 1956
All-Ireland Final. It was like walking in the footsteps of
giants,” Ed recalls.
A few days later, he travelled by bus with classmates
to Wexford for protection duty during JFK’s visit to the
old Kennedy homestead near Dunganstown. One of his
classmates – Recruit Garda Pat Kirwan – was a cousin of
JFK. At the Kennedy homestead, Pat got a VIP location

US President John F. Kennedy visited the old Kennedy homestead near Dunganstown in 1963.
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and an opportunity to speak with the American President.
UNION QUAY ALLOCATION
After JFK departed from Ireland, Recruit Garda Carmody
was allocated to Union Quay Garda Station, Cork. For
the next five years, his dormitory was on the top floor in
a large redbrick Garda Station on the banks of the River
Lee.
His canteen facilities were at McCurtain Street Station
where Mrs. Joan Roche (grandmother of former Munster
and Irish rugby player Donnacha O’ Callaghan) was the
Station Cook. Now, almost 60 years later from far off
Durban, South Africa, he recalls a few lessons learnt while
on the beat in Cork City.
Ed remembers the first day walking the beat at
Blackrock Road with a senior Garda, Dave Donegan. He
was a character and one of the smartest lads on my unit.
A few years later, Garda Carmody was nominated by the
Sergeant-in-Charge of Union Quay Station – John Carey

were wellington boots, shovels and spades. No PPE back
then”.
DIFFICULT SCENES TO INVESTIGATE
Another sad incident he recalls was helping the Cork Fire
Brigade remove the body of a young girl who had fallen
off a German registered ship berthed near the quay. Some
months later, he had finished night duty, gone to bed and
was asleep when there was a loud knock on the bedroom
door, with Sgt Martin McQuinn shouting: “Get up,
there is a dead girl across the river near Moore’s Hotel”.
These were very sad and difficult scenes to witness and
investigate.
An incident that always stays with him was when he
was on duty and called to break up a fight outside the
Palm Court Dance Hall in Oliver Plunkett Street. When
he intervened, the guys stopped the fight and turned
their attention on him. During the shemozzle, his baton
broke. Maybe it was old and brittle; maybe the head of
the guy was too hard. Can you imagine the amount of
paperwork involved when a baton breaks, he recalls?
He recalls his temporary transfer to the East Cork
village of Carrigtwohill, the day after a local IRA activist
attempted to shoot Sgt Frank Cotter who was the
Sergeant-in-Charge of the area. A bullet hit the Garda
Station door but the Sergeant had a lucky escape. The
difficult part was when he was detailed to patrol the local
railway tracks during the hours of darkness. This was a
dangerous time as threats were made by local activists to
blow up the tracks.
VALUABLE LESSONS LEARNED
Back at Union Quay Station, it was a very busy Divisional
HQ and one would never know what to expect while

Union Quay Station

– to travel to Kinsale with a
group of Gardaí to join in the
search for the body of a murder
victim.
A person had been arrested
and admitted to the murder
and burying of the victim in
the woods. “We carried out a
thorough search of the woods,
found the grave and eventually
discovered a badly decomposed
body. All we were issued with
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on duty. “One Sunday morning, I was
Barrack Orderly when a very agitated
Superintendent Larry Wren, then in
Mallow, rang and requested to speak
with the Duty Sergeant Mick Leahy. The
Superintendent was agitated because
an angry Garda was alleged to have
fired a shot through his window the
previous night”.
On another occasion in 1965, he
remembers when Princess Margaret
and her husband, Tony Armstrong
Jones, came to visit his ancestors near
Birr Castle in the Midlands. While there,
some activists cut down branches of
trees to block the roads near where
the VIPs were staying with a view to
disrupting their itinerary.
Service Record of Ed Carmody
This was a high-profile incident.
He was on duty at that same period
with other Gardaí near Blackrock Boat
Carmody observed it was moving dangerously close to
Club in Cork (100 miles away) and he foolishly passed a
Clontarf Bridge.
derogatory remark concerning the Princess’s visit.
Instantly the Garda reacted and with the “wave of his
The remark was reported to the Detective Sergeant
hands” halted all traffic approaching the bridge. Within
and a few days later he had to report to Supt Maurice
minutes the bow of the ship hit the iron and timber
Costelloe. The latter gave him good advice that as a
structure of the bridge. The ‘Cork Examiner’ reported
Garda you must remain neutral, and any uttering of such
that it was miraculous no one was injured, due to the
foolish remarks makes people assume you are anti-British. swift action of a uniform policeman – Garda Edward J.
Again, he learned a valuable lesson.
Carmody.
On Wednesday 3 November 1965, Garda Carmody
was on traffic duty near Cork City Hall. At 2.50 pm he
CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION
observed a ship sailing up the river. As the minutes
With just four years’ service under his belt, Garda
passed and the 1,200-tonne vessel approached, Garda
Carmody was showing a great interest in crime
investigation and in 1967 successfully
completed a Crime Course at the
Garda Training Centre, Templemore.
There, with 21 colleagues from
various Garda Divisions, he studied
the Crime Investigation Manual
and became competent at taking
fingerprints, preserving the scene of
serious incidents etc. On return to
Union Quay, he had several successful
investigations. In 1968, he was
expecting to be appointed to Detective
Branch, but a Detective Inspector raised
a red flag.
This along with some other issues
helped Ed to make up his mind that
perhaps he should go to greener
pastures and seek his fortune. In
Ed Carmody is pictured second from left in the middle row.
September 1968, Chief Supt Pat
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Malone gave him a letter of recommendation and the
Garda Commissioner issued him with a Certificate of
Exemplary Service which he has preserved to this day.
SAILING OFF INTO THE SUNSET
Ed sailed off into
the sunset and
settled initially
in Johannesburg
where he was
employed selling
industrial cleaning
equipment. In
1973, he moved
to Durban and
started up his
own business
distributing
industrial
equipment.
In 1990, he
joined with his
two sons, Gerald
and Dough, to
establish an Oil and
Chemical Pollution
Company, handling
oil spills on land,
harbours and sea
throughout South
Africa. Gerald is
now the CEO. Ed
is partially retired
but still involved in
the company as a
consultant. He is
now enjoying life
to the full with his
lovely wife, Lynda.
He recalls: “I
learned a lot from
my five years in
the Garda force,
especially regarding
discipline and
punctuality. These
traits definitely
helped me in all my
business ventures.
Over the years I
kept up friendships
with Joe Long,

Martin McQuinn, John Keating, Tom Barry, Joe Tubridy,
Ray Barrett, Peter Fitzpatrick and John McEvilly.
Ed sends fond greetings from Durban and is now a
new Associate Member of the Cork City Branch of the
GSRMA.
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CHRISTMAS IN
COLLINSTOWN (1922)
This article, which first appeared in Síocháin in 1972 around the Jubilee Celebrations, was written
by Sgt Donal Colhoun on what it was like in Collinstown Training Camp in 1922. Donal, who joined
The Civic Guard in November 1922, was stationed in the Galway West Division and Connemara
Gaeltacht for most of his service.

I

visited Dublin Airport lately
but needless to say I could
not recognise the place. It has
changed a lot since I first knew
it in the Winter of 1922. It was
then known as Collinstown Garda
Depot. It consisted of a few
wooden huts set in the middle
of green fields. The huts have
now been replaced by palatial
buildings while the green fields
have disappeared to give way to
miles of runways for aircraft.
The Gardaí went into
occupation of Collinstown on 4
November 1922. The National
Army had been in occupation
before then, having taken it
over from the British who had
been using it as an air base. The
National Army remained, to guard
the Depot while the Gardaí were
there.
Between 50 and 60 recruits
were allotted to each hut. These
huts were very cold having bare
cement floors with plenty of
broken windows for ventilation.
There were two small stoves in
each hut and these provided little
heat. There were neither shelves
nor presses.
The beds were of the usual
hospital-type spring beds. Each
mattress was in three parts
known as “biscuits”. If a person
was restless in the bed these
“biscuits” slipped down so that
one awakened to find himself
sitting on the bare spring of the
bed.
Sgt Donal Colhoun (left) and Sgt D. Gallagher (right) pictured in Spiddal in 1933.
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COLLINSTOWN PRESENTATION
Supt Clinton was Commandant in Collinstown, while
Inspector Joe Murray was Adjutant and Inspector James
Carbery was Depot Inspector. The Commandant was
transferred to Thurles as Divisional Officer a few days
before Christmas. Prior to his departure he was made a
presentation on behalf of all in the Depot.
Two recruits from each of the five Companies were
selected to make the presentation. I was one of the
two from Number 5 Company. As an Irish teacher in
Collinstown, I availed of the occasion to bid farewell in
the Gaelic tongue. Supt Clinton was replaced by Supt
Liam Stack, who was afterwards Commandant in McKee
Barracks and Divisional Officer in Bray.
Mick Lyons [Number 2155] of Number 1 Company,
was the senior recruit, while the junior member (whose
name I cannot recall) was Number 2959 of Number 5
Company. All the numbers between those two were not
in Collinstown as some had been diverted to Kildare. I am
glad to say that Mick Lyons is still hale and hearty in his
native Ballinasloe.
DIFFICULT WINTER SQUAD DRILLS
There was no proper place for drill purposes so that the
squad drill was carried out in the green fields. These were
so wet and slippery in the winter months that it was
impossible to drill properly or even keep in step.
There were two large sheds called “hangers” which had
been used by the British as shelters for aircraft. There were
used on wet days for drill purposes and Irish Classes were
also held in them. Police Duty Classes were held daily in the
huts.
Prior to Christmas all members were asked if they would
agree to paying five shillings each so that turkey might be
provided for Christmas Dinner. Needless to say, everyone
eagerly agreed. They had cause to rue their decision.
The turkeys were sent to a firm of caterers in Dublin
to be cooked. It was little cooking they got as when they
arrived on Christmas Day, they were barely singed.
Some members picked little morsels while others
left their shares untouched. It was a very disappointing
Christmas Dinner.
After the so-called dinner, all members were free until
11 p.m. In addition, they were given a general invitation to
a concert in Marlborough Hall, Glasnevin, by artistes from
the Dublin theatres to wounded members of the National
Army who were convalescent.
Most members decided to view the sights of Dublin.
Having done so, a few of us decided to go to the concert.
On entering we got a bit of a surprise to see Inspector
Carbery and Mr McGuire seated in the front row. The latter
who had been a County Inspector in the RIC was then
employed in a civilian capacity as Police Duties Instructor.
He was subsequently appointed a Chief Superintendent
and transferred to Limerick where he died after a few short
years. The only item of that concert that I remember is of a
young couple singing the duet ‘Molly Bawn and Brian Og’.

MOVE TO DUBLIN DEPOT
The Gardaí had now attracted the attention of the
daily newspapers as the following item from ‘The Irish
Independent’ of Thursday 28 December 1922 stated: “Civic
Guard Festivities. The Civic Guards at the Phoenix Park
Depot celebrated Christmas with great enthusiasm. There
are at present 750 men undergoing training at the Depot
and there are 500 in the camp at Collinstown who will
eventually be transferred to the Depot”.
On 27 December 1922, we were told to dismantle our
beds and leave them at the Store for transport to Dublin.
That night we slept without beds with our ‘biscuits’ laid out
on· the floor.
After breakfast on the morning of 28 December 1922,
we got ready to march to Dublin. Led by Inspectors Murray
and Carbery and preceded by two pipers from the Garda
Band we set off at a quick pace with Number 5 Company
leading the parade.
Just before reaching the tramway lines at Drumcondra
a halt was called and we were given a ten-minute rest. On
resuming we marched through Dorset Street, Berkley Road
and North Circular Road and then to the swirl of the pipes
playing ‘Brian Boru’s March’ we entered our new Depot.
Here we were given a Céad Mile Failte.
The members of the Guard Room turned out and
presented arms and the entire garrison lined up on the
square and rendered signal honours. The first thing the
Garda authorities did was to change the name of the
Depot from Marl borough Barracks to that of McKee
Barracks, in memory of Dick McKee, Commandant of the
Dublin Brigade, who had been shot by the British in Dublin
Castle in 1920.
IMPORTANCE OF REGISTERED NUMBERS
We found McKee Barracks a pleasant place after
Collinstown. Its wooden dormitories were in happy contrast
to the cement floors of Collinstown, while its tree-lined
tarmacadam’s square soon re-echoed to the sound of
marching men. There was much importance attached to
Registered Numbers in those early days. Once you knew a
man’s number you could make a good guess as to when he
joined the Force.
Pride of place in this respect, in McKee, went to Dan
Doolin, Number 4 and next to him came Tommy Watson,
Number 13. I was glad to see that low numbers had
Galway connections too. Sgt Clarke (Number 3) was a
Divisional Clerk in Eglinton Street, Galway, while Tommy
Sav age (Number 6), was a native of Galway City.
Most of those who served in Collinstown have since
gone to their eternal reward. May they Rest in Peace. They
laid a tradition for future generations.

Editor’s Footnote: Indeed they have Donal. You and your
comrades laid a proud tradition for the future generations
of Gardaí and the recording of this story is a legacy for
those that will follow in the centuries that follow. Read it in
tandem with the Oral History Project being commissioned
by the GSRMA that will tell the real stories of the birth and
longevity of the Civic Guard/An Garda Síochána.
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PRINCESS MAUD

REMEMBERING THE MAUD
ROCKER
During the 1950s and early 1960s, around this time of the year the ‘Princess Maud’ would enter
the minds of many Irish people planning to spend Christmas with their loved ones in Ireland.
And young people who planned to leave for England, often waited for the end of the festivities
before sailing across the Irish Sea. Report by Tom Smith, Cork City Branch.

W

hen newspapers reported on boys and girls flooding to
England the ‘Princess Maud’ got them safely to their
destination. Anchored at the pier at Dun Laoghaire, swaying
to the dizzy brine nosily lapping her hull, she waited for her
passengers to climb the steep gangway channelling them

aboard.
The ship never had stabilizers fitted leaving her lively on
turbulent waters. However, she did sail in bumpy weather
when others better fitted out did not. Seldom was she
late and more often than not, docked before time. Heavy

T.S.S. Princess Maud enters her Dun Laoghaire
Berth in 1965 (Courtesy of RTÉ Archives)
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God Bless All Who Sailed in Her
At nine-forty-five each night on the clock,
when her shuddering engine was running hot,
the Princess Maud would sway from the dock,
Away from Dun Laoghaire the cattle boat rocked.
Cattle on the hoof people on their uppers,
boys and girls for England to earn their supper.
Prime Irish beef for the British table,
the English pound wired home by cable.
This lively vessel creaked and snarled,
rolled on the waves like a porter barrel.
Cattle lowed, young passengers wept,
feeling homesick out of their depth.
From Dun Laoghaire afloat on an ocean of tears,
Holyhead for home on a sea of cheer.
The regulars on board supped their ale,
first timers on deck in need of a pail.
Maud rocked and rolled to Holyhead,
the nauseous wishing, they were dead.
Some never returned to their native shore,
A once on the Maud was a never-no-more.
Maud did her bit to help Irish finance,
and gave to her voyagers a taste of romance.
Going down the gangway the stomach a churn,
the train with the square wheels waiting in turn.
The rattling carriages, the whacking track,
gave one a sore head and an aching back.
Finally, the late travellers reach Euston station,
the platform clock shows time for concentration.
Some had a job to find, and a place to stay.
The Irish always minded their fellow-stray.
The aged Maud rocker was acetylene mangled,
sailed to the smelter via the Bermuda Triangle.
Deep in the ingots is Irish history,
She guided the young to their first mystery.
To some a battleship, to more a hardship,
but to most she was a friendship.
Farewell Princess of many monikers,
in wartime and peace, you were a monarch.
You carried the mail and those with schemes,
for the Irish you fulfilled wonderful dreams.

weather may have made her uncomfortable but she always got
everyone home safely.
England was a lifeline for those struggling to rear families,
jobs were found with British Rail and bus, building sites, factories
and hotels, while many young Irish girls trained as nurses and
returned to a good career at home.
When a sea voyage enters the topic the ‘Maud Rocker’ is
sure to get a mention. Her jolting antics as she rode the climbing
waves were never to be forgotten by the hopefuls she carried in
search of a better life.
Those back on holidays with modern hairstyles, sharp suits,
natty shoes and money in their pocket were confident with an
air of independence as they sang the latest songs. Indeed, many
of our members while waiting to join up took the Princess Maud
on return journeys to the Depot in the Phoenix Park.
MODIFIED FOR ‘D-DAY’ LANDINGS
Built in Dumbarton, Scotland in 1934, 330ft in length, and with
223 berths on board, the Princess Maud was a turbine steam
ship with capacity for 1,458 passengers and 80 head of cattle.
Due to this she was often referred to as the cattle boat.
During World War II, she became a troop ship sailing the
Dover-Boulogne route to France. On 30 May 1940, she assisted
in the evacuation of Dunkirk and had her engine
room damaged by enemy fire resulting in fatalities. After repairs
on 12 June 1940, she returned to Dunkirk and in a single trip
rescued 1,270 troops. During her wartime work she played her
part in many other evacuations.
After being modified for the ‘D Day’ landing operation,
she could launch six landing craft assault boats. Following
further refurbishment, the Princess was converted to an oil
burning engine and in 1947 was reallocated to the HolyheadDun Laoghaire route to replace the ‘TSS Hibernia’ and the ‘TSS
Cambria’ as they were out of action due to coal shortage.
In 1965, the Princess Maud became too costly to maintain,
and when it was noticed that passengers were avoiding sailing in
her she was sold. Before leaving Irish waters for good, RTÉ did a
special outside broadcast on the Princess Maud in 1965.
In Panama during 1966, she had a refit and was renamed
‘Venus’. She operated as a cruise ship in Mediterranean waters.
From 1969 to 1973, she was static accommodation in the
shipyard of Burmeister and Wain, Copenhagen and renamed
‘Nybo’.
In 1973, in the Spanish city of Bilbao, she was scrapped, thus
ending a friendship that harboured in the Irish psyche despite
her temperament at sea.

About the Author:
Cavan native and a
member of the GSRMA
Cork City Branch, Tom
Smith served in An
Garda Síochána from
1963 to 1973 and
served in Robertstown,
Co. Kildare. he now
resides in Cork.
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Changing of the
Guard
Tim Doyle, Dublin North Branch
Book Review by Mick Lernihan
This book by our Dublin North Branch Member, Tim Doyle,
is very well described by GSRMA General Secretary Mick
Lernihan as follows – “We are delighted to support our
member, Tim Doyle, for undertaking the very important
research in ‘Changing of the Guard’ outlining the struggles
of Jack Marrinan, who was a central and pivotal figure in the
modernisation of An Garda Síochána over a considerable
period.”
Many current members of the GSRMA worked side by
side with Jack in the pursuit of improving the standards and
the conditions of service for Gardaí of all ranks during these
times.
These GSRMA members include the surviving members
of the eleven Gardaí who were dismissed following the
Macushla Ballroom meeting but later reinstated following

interventions. They will readily
testify to Jack Marrinan’s
legacy in An Garda Síochána.
Ciaran O’Neill, the
former President of the
GRA, describes Jack bringing
his sharp intellect and his
common-sense approach
to the industrial relations
machinery in An Garda
Síochaná which led to
the transformation of the
conditions of employment of
all ranks.
Ciaran finishes off by
stating “All Gardaí owe Jack a
great debt of gratitude”. We
couldn’t agree more. Conor Brady, former Editor of the ‘Irish
Times’ described Jack as ‘an extraordinary leader, innovator
and visionary’.

‘Changing of the Guard’ is available from the author through
GSRMA Branches, in all good bookshops as well as Currach
Books via www.currachbooks.com. It is priced at €19.99, of
which a donation goes to the Irish Kidney Association.
ISBN 978-1-7821892-7-5.

The Scariff Martyrs: War, Murder
and Memory in East Clare
Tomás Mac Conmara
Book Review by Billy Saunderson
Close to midnight on
16 November 1920,
on Killaloe Bridge,
British Forces shot
dead four young
men, later known as
‘The Scariff Martyrs’.
The incident presents
a remarkable
confluence of
dimensions.
The young rebels
committed to a
cause. Their betrayal
by a spy, their torture
and evident refusal to
betray comrades, the
loneliness of their site
of death on a bridge.
The withholding of
their dead bodies
and their collective
burial. All of these

dimensions bequeath a moment that carries an enduring
quality that has reverberated across the generations and
continues to strike a deep chord within the local landscape
of memory in east Clare and beyond.
Assembling all available evidence for the first time,
with previously unused material and over 100 interviews,
historian and author of the best-selling ‘The Time of The
Tans’, Tomás Mac Conmara brings 17 years of research to
completion.
With his unique skill as a navigator of memory, he
addresses what happened that night on a darkened bridge
and finally explains how four men were drawn together
to form one of the most enduring stories in Clare’s War of
Independence.
In September, the book was launched by historian Liz
Gillis who described it as ‘a captivating, emotional and
powerful book’. It has been praised also by other national
figures including Christy Moore, Damien Dempsey, Dervla
Murphy and even former Argentinian rugby player, Gus
Pichot, who commented about Mac Conmara’s writing style:
‘You can feel the tension, the wildness, the energy, and the
fear’.

The Scariff Martyrs: War, Murder and Memory in East Clare
is published by Mercier Press is available nationwide (RRP
€19.99) or through www.mercierpress.ie.
ISBN 978-1-7811772-5-9.
Síocháin 107

BOOK REVIEW

There Might be a Drop of Rain Yet
Brendan Lynch
Book Review by Billy Saunderson
This new memoir
recalls 1950s life for
Gardaí. Author Brendan
Lynch’s ‘There Might
Be a Drop of Rain
Yet’ memoir records
1940-50s Ireland and
the travails of his Garda
Sergeant father, Patrick
Lynch.
Born in Clonmany,
Donegal, Patrick joined
the Force in November
1922. Registered No.
2360, he served in
Listowel, Ennistymon,
Passage East, Tullogher,
Abbeyfeale and
Toomevara in North
Garda Sgt Patrick Lynch pictured at
Tipperary.
Scarriff, Co. Clare in 1927.
‘On bad nights, the
wind tugged at the doors and windows; the paraffin lamp
flickered constantly’. He had visions of his father’s caped
figure lying under a fallen beech. His cap blown over the
ditch, the wheels of his mangled bicycle spinning in the
fleeting moonlight.
His mother paced the porch until his father’s bicycle

emerged from the
dark. The rain flowed
off his cape, the dying
carbide dimmed.
Red-faced, tired and
hungry, his father
bent down to undo
his bicycle clips. “They
got away again!” he
joked.’
One of Patrick’s
proudest possessions
was his Cassells
Book of Knowledge
Encyclopaedia, which
first sparked his son’s
interest in travelling
and writing. The
memoir chronicles
Brendan’s London
adventures and his
conflict with his religious and nationalistic mother and his
return to look after her, when his father died in 1983.
An action-packed book, the Irish Times described ‘There
Might Be a Drop of Rain Yet’ as: ‘Tender, thoughtful and
beautifully written’.

‘There Might be a Drop of Rain Yet’ (RRP €14.99) is available
in Hodges Figgis (Dublin), directly from Mountjoy Publishing
or from the author via email mrg_lynch@yahoo.ie.
ISBN 978-0-9513668-4-4.

The Commissioners: How two men led the two Police
Forces which became An Garda Síochána
Paul Smith, Dublin North Branch
Book Review by Eddie Cussen, PhD
‘The Commissioners’ tells the story of two young men
who found themselves at the centre of some of the most
momentous European events of the early twentieth century,
before taking up high rank in what was to become An Garda
Síochána.
Paul Smyth draws on these men’s own recollections
to provide us with an insider’s account of the chaos and
heroism of daily life in the GPO in Dublin during Easter Week
1916, and in the muddy and bloody trenches of the Somme
battlefield in the summer of that same year.
The scorn visited on the defeated men of the GPO
garrison by civilian onlookers, as they were marched away
to an uncertain future, is matched by the disregard shown
by official Ireland over many decades to those Irish men and
women who fought for the freedom of small nations, or the
maintenance of Empire, from 1914 to 1918.
Many great men and women played vital roles in the new

State and Michael Staines and
Major General W.R.E. Murphy
were such men. They represent
both the revolutionary
nationalist tradition of Patrick
Pearse and the parliamentary
tradition of John Redmond MP.
This timely work provides
a new perspective on the
foundations of the modern
force and is essential reading
for those who wish to fully
understand the evolution of
the newly independent Irish
State, the first country to
successfully emerge from the
British Empire.

The Commissioners is priced at €20 and is available from all
good bookshops, Amazon and via www.carrowmore.ie.
ISBN 978-1-7399401-1-9.
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MY FIRST STATION
Tom Croke, Laois Branch, vividly recalls the day he stepped into his first station, which he said
was a special one, having left Templemore Training Centre behind, not wanting to see the
place again. Months earlier, just three weeks shy of the big day, ‘the authorities’ had denied
him the opportunity to pass out with classmates.

O

n day one in ‘Police Duties’ class, as we introduced
ourselves, Sgt Ned Sheppard, a true gentleman,
commented on the fact that I stuttered. He reassured me
that he had seen this before and by the time I was going out
the gate, I would be fine.
A masterclass in defusing embarrassment and focussing
on the business at hand. I lapped up the training with the
September ’74 class, loving the camaraderie, the training
runs, boxing in the evenings, late-night sorties to the chipper
downtown.
In January I turned an ankle in the gym, and it swelled
up as the day progressed. The night duty sergeant decided
it needed an x-ray and shipped me off to Nenagh hospital.
I was sore and jittery when we spoke, and he clearly felt my
speech merited further investigation.
So, I was duly summoned for an interview with the
Training Officer the next day. I explained to him that the
fact I stammered was highlighted and tested both at the
application and interview stages, and I had been deemed
competent.
The chief queried why I had not just stayed in my
previous sheltered employment as an insurance clerk.
That sealed it for me; my stubborn streak kicked in; I was
determined to fight to keep the job I had grown to love.

The film ‘One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest’ came out
later in 1975 and in my 19-year-old head, it chimed with my
stay at the Depot Hospital. Back at Templemore in April, I
sat the hurriedly-arranged final exams; my first station was
switched from Omeath to Shankill. I was on my way.
That was the backdrop to me stepping off the Dublin
train and nervously looking around for the Depot pick-up car.
A chiselled looking man in plain clothes waved me over. I had
barely dumped my bag in when his interrogation began.
‘Who are ya, where are ya from?’
‘Croke from Portlaoise.’
‘You must be related to Nicky, you’re the spit of him – a few
inches shorter.’
‘He was my uncle.’
It turned out Mick Kilkenny had known my Uncle Nick for
several years. They had served together at Transport Details
in the Depot until Nick’s untimely death from cancer two
years earlier.

Shankill

Unceremoniously, I was dispatched to the Depot Hospital
where I spent three months, shuttling back and forth to
speech therapy sessions with Cornwall native, Hillary Den
Hollander in a clinic near St Vincent’s Hospital.

110 Síocháin

Shankill’s Old Station

I relaxed en route to Shankill as Mick assured me it was
a good station to start in. We drove through the village and
pulled up on the outskirts at what looked like an old
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converted dwelling house. Maybe the Training Officer was
right; perhaps I should have stayed working in the shiny new
Irish National Offices in Dawson Street.
The public office was a room off a tiny entrance hallway.
It had an empty fire grate and hung over the mantle was
a large black and white photo of Michael Collins striding
across Dublin Castle’s parade ground in army uniform. Mick
introduced me to the three-man reception committee as the
new recruit. I shook his hand as he left.
Tom Conway sat behind a well-worn wooden table, the
only thing separating him from the public. A second table
in the opposite corner held a crackling radio base unit. I
remembered Tom from the July class in Templemore; Jacko
McDonagh and Ken Lambe made up the triumvirate. Ken
was the local detective and he looked me up and down.
‘I suppose you’ll need a place to stay,’ he said.
I nodded.
‘Say nothing,’ he signalled as he picked up the phone.
Another nod.
‘Mrs. B.,’ Ken began, ‘Sergeant O’Brien here in Shankill. I’ve
got a young lad who needs lodgings.’
‘D’ya know what I’m going to tell you, Sergeant,’ Mrs B
replied, ‘you sound just like Ken Lambe on the phone.’
‘Well, you’re not the first to tell me that,’ the quick-thinking
detective replied.
When the negotiation concluded I had digs that would
keep me going for the first few months at my new station. I
worked through my two-year probationary period there and
my Sergeant, Roger O’Brien, wrote up enough favourable
reports to keep me in the Job. I enjoyed my days in the ‘N’
District before moving on to new challenges.
I wondered how it must have been for the 1922
pioneers. Many turned the key in their first stations. Their
mission—to reestablish respect for
law and order in the
middle of a civil war.
A fellow Laois
man, Henry Phelan,
was one such. In late
May 1922, he applied
to join the Civic
Guard at the training
centre in Kildare.
The tall young man
with blond curly hair,
known to his pals
as Harry, presented
his paperwork, an
application form in his
neat handwriting, a
reference from his IRA
commander addressed
to Commandant
Lynch and a second
reference, from his
Garda Harry Phelan
parish priest. The latter
testified that he was
“a boy of good character and habits in every respect” while
the former stated that he had been a trustworthy volunteer

since joining the Mountrath Company.
The training centre had only recently been transferred
to Kildare from Dublin to dial down protests about ex-RIC
men acting as training instructors. The day before Phelan
put his papers in, Michael Collins had visited the barracks to
persuade members of the protest committee to stand down
and return to regular training. When they refused, Collins set
up an enquiry commission weeks later.
In August the government commission reported. By that
time Michael Collins had been killed in a civil war clash in
Cork. A key recommendation was that the main body of the
Civic Guard should be unarmed. Another was that the new
Force should be sent out on police duty as soon as possible;
its core principle, policing by consent.
Harry Phelan was called up in September 1922, allocated
the Registered Number 1347, and sent to the former RIC
Barracks at Parliament Street, Kilkenny. Kilkenny county and
its neighbour, Tipperary, were rife with civil war skirmishes
between the newly formed national army and anti-Treaty
rebels. Unarmed policing would have been challenging. Harry
Phelan’s early days were likely spent confined to barracks
learning new procedures that would dictate his working life
for the foreseeable future.
He caught a break in October 1922. Inspector Jim Bergin,
a county man from Leix, selected him in a party of men to
open up a new station at Callan. His Sergeant would be Tom
Kilroy, the father of the well-known playwright and novelist
of the same name. Tom Kilroy, Senior had been an IRA
company Captain from the War of Independence. The new
station party would also include Tom Flood, Tom Irwin, and
Austin Kelly.
In late October, the group assembled at Dublin Castle
and departed from there on trucks. It was after midnight
when they reached Callan and managed to pick up the
key for the house that would serve as the new station.
When they opened up, they found one room covered with
dead jackdaws and when they tried to get fires going the
chimneys were blocked.
Everyone was starving. Inspector Bergin walked
downtown and woke a restaurant owner who agreed to feed
the hungry peacekeepers. Austin Kelly, the newly appointed
Mess Man bought pots and pans so that they could cook
breakfast the next morning. Someone secured a set of rods
to clear jackdaw nests from the chimneys, and they swept
out the rooms and settled in.
The next day Inspector Bergin paraded his Station Party to
Sunday morning mass at the Catholic church. They occupied
a front seat, and in his homily, the rotund parish priest
identified the party of Civic Guards for a special welcome
to the town. Ominously, he added, “You haven’t come to a
bed of roses”. The Station Party must have smiled, after all,
trouble was their business.
On 14 November Harry was dispatched with two
colleagues on a cycle patrol from Callan to Mullinahone,
a village six miles away. Inspector Bergin had instructed
them to enquire whether hurley’s could be bought there so
that they could encourage the local hurling club to resume
training. He had no idea he was sending his men into deadly
danger.
When the three-man patrol arrived in the village, they
were surrounded by a column of almost 100 anti-treaty
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rebels, who had taken over the town. To take the heat out of
the situation, Limerick man Tom Irwin, an experienced War
of Independence fighter, shepherded the Civic Guard party
towards a pub.
Typically, Mullaly’s had a grocery shop on one side and a
bar on the other. Once inside, Harry Phelan sat up on the bar
counter as Mrs Mullaly served them. He was drinking a bottle
of lemonade when three men burst into the snug. Without
warning, one raised his gun and shot Harry from two yards,
killing him instantly.
His colleagues laid him out that night and waked him in
the public office of Callan Station. Such was the fear among
the local community that no trader would sell Inspector
Bergin bandages to cover the head wound. Harry’s brother
and sister were due at the station, so Bergin improvised. He
purchased bedsheets at Kerwick’s drapery and tore them into
strips.
Harry Phelan was brought home and lies in St. Kevin’s
Graveyard in Camross, Co. Laois. The old church, built in
1813 and dedicated to Saint Kevin is now a ruin. An altar cut
from Irish limestone, installed as part of a Millennium project,
stands at the head of the old church with local geographical
features engraved onto it. Harry Phelan’s grave lies just
behind it.
Your first station is a new beginning, a chance to put
the past behind you and move on. To this day I appreciate

the colleagues I served with at Shankill, who helped me to
reboot my Garda career. For Harry Phelan, I cherish the fact
that almost one hundred years after his untimely death, his
ultimate sacrifice is not forgotten.
About the Author: A
member of the Laois
Branch, Tom Croke joined
An Garda Síochána in
September 1974. He
served in Shankill, Garda
HQ, UNFICYP Cyprus and
finally in Paris as Garda
Liaison Officer to France
and Monaco before his
retirement in November 2010.
Following his Garda career, he ran a security consultancy
for three years before becoming a full-time writer.
He volunteers with the McGuire Programme Ireland,
helping those challenged by stuttering to learn a new
way of controlling their speech. He now lives with Eva
in Co. Laois where, in his spare time, he is involved in
photography with the local ‘Happy Snappers Camera
Club’.
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THE WHISTLE
Brendan J. Nangle

F

rom the moment he stepped off the
train onto the rain-soaked platform,
he sensed something was not right.
The crowd was dispersing hurriedly,
seemingly anxious to vacate the station,
as if fearful. He stood and brushed the
creases out of his Sergeant’s uniform
and donned his cap.
Just 23 years old, he was a big man,
close to six-foot-tall, with a generous
crop of dark brown hair and alert blue
eyes. Five other members of the Civic
Guard, his subordinates, were alighting
from the train. Each carried a large
bag of personal belongings. They were
prepared for a lengthy stay in this
remote part of Ireland.
The misty Kerry air felt refreshing
after the long and tiring trip from
Dublin, during which he had tried not
to let his deep feelings of apprehension
show. He had forced himself to
participate in casual conversation,
mostly remarking on the passing
scenery. He did not want to cause any
anxiety among his recently trained
young men.
While he could sense their
eagerness to do their duty, they
lacked practical experience and would
be looking to him for guidance and
reassurance. He knew that a difficult
and perilous task lay ahead. Having
completed his police training in Dublin
just over two years earlier, this was his
first assignment after being promoted
to his present rank.
He had been specially selected
for this dangerous mission as he was
known for his leadership qualities
and his steadfast sense of discipline.
His previous experience as Officer in
Charge of a company of men in the Old
Irish Republican Army had honed these
attributes.
The recent Anglo-Irish Treaty that
Michael Collins had signed in London,
which granted independence to 26 of
the 32 counties of Ireland after 700

years of British rule, was the basis for
the formation of the Irish Free State
government.
However that Treaty was the catalyst
for a bitter Civil War now raging
throughout the country as many people
wanted immediate independence for
the whole of Ireland.
Nowhere was that hostility to the
Free State government greater than in
the south and west of the country and
the newly formed Civic Guard was seen
as representatives of that government.
A member of the Civic Guard had been
shot dead by anti-Treaty forces just a
few months earlier in Mullinahone in
County Tipperary. The sergeant knew
that County Kerry was a particularly
strong anti-Treaty region and he was
on his way to open the first Civic Guard
station in the small town of Rathmore
in the east of that county.
Now on the platform, he and his
men were attracting many glances. This
was probably not surprising as they
were the only uniformed passengers
there. A young boy nearby was staring
at them: ‘Look Mammy, Policemen!’
‘Come on. Let’s go, quick,’
responded his mother, hurriedly pulling
him away by the arm. The engine
hissed loudly as it discharged its head
of steam, as if breathing a great sign of
relief after its long journey. But, for the
sergeant, there was a sense of unease
as he surveyed his new surroundings.
A white sign some distance along the
platform read Slí Amach, marking the
exit near where a few mailbags had
been thrown from the guard’s van.
The platform had now cleared,
apart from a group of six or eight men
who were approaching. They stopped
and formed a line directly in front of
him and his men. He stiffened as he
observed that many were carrying
firearms, a selection of both rifles and
revolvers. While most wore civilian
clothes, their orderly line looked like a

quasi-military formation.
One member of the group, a tall
man, probably in his late twenties,
stepped forward and confronted the
Sergeant, distinguishable by the three
silver stripes on his right sleeve. The
man was wearing what looked like an
old army jacket with several buttons
missing and a Sam Brown belt with
shoulder strap. His bushy red hair was
protruding from under his cap. He held
a revolver in his hand.
There was a determined look on his
face: ‘Now listen to me’, he said in a
loud voice. ‘You’d better understand
we’re in charge here. You and your
feckin’ Free Staters are not wanted.
So, if you value your lives, you’d be
well advised, you and your young boys,
to get back on that train and take
yourselves back to Dublin right now.
D’ya hear?’
He brandished the revolver
threateningly. While the man didn’t
identify himself, it was obvious to
the Sergeant that he and the men
belonged to the so-called ‘Irregulars’,
part of the well organised and armed
group who were in the forefront of the
escalating anti-Treaty violence.
The Sergeant and his men had just
arrived in this hot bed of anti-Treaty
country and the resentment to their
presence was already being made
forcefully. He had not expected such an
immediate and hostile confrontation.
Their arrival had obviously been
anticipated.
There was no doubt that the men
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now lined up in front of him were
serious in their intent. Their guns were
at the ready. They were waiting for an
order from their leader. The Sergeant
had to think quickly. His pulse was
quickening and he could sense the
tension building in his men.
His life and possibly the lives of his
small group were being threatened.
Their only weapons were their wooden
truncheons, no match for the firearms
confronting them. But in a situation,
such as this, his devotion to duty was
paramount.
He took one step forward, his face
now within inches of that of the leader
of the threatening group. ‘Now, it’s
your turn to listen,’ he said in a voice
which embodied both confidence and
determination. ‘We’re here to enforce
law and order, to ensure the safety
of the entire community, irrespective
of their political views.’ He raised his
finger and pointed directly at the man.
‘And that includes the safety of you
and your families. Our loyalty is to
Ireland and we are here to guard the
peace.’
Flushed in the face, the leader
held his revolver aloft and shouted
mockingly: ‘You’re here to guard
the peace?’ He spat defiantly on the
ground. ‘Well, show us your arms then,
Mister Policeman, you feckin’ guardian
of the peace!’
‘We are unarmed,’ the Sergeant
responded in steady, measured tones.
‘We will keep the peace, not by force
of arms, but by our moral authority as
servants of the entire Irish people.’ With
these words, he was paraphrasing what
the Civic Guard Commissioner had
stated in justifying the establishment
of a non-armed police force. Without
waiting for a response, which he knew
was likely to enhance the confrontation
to an even more critical level, the
Sergeant pulled his official whistle
from his breast pocket by its chain and
placed it between his lips.
The man facing him winced as the
shrill sound was directed into his face.
He looked startled. Before he could
react, the Sergeant turned, waved his
arm at his men who, at a second blast
from the whistle, quickly formed a

line. Taking his place at the head, he
shouted:
‘Quick March!’ and he led the small
party past the line of Irregulars and
along the platform towards the exit. No
shots were fired. The only sounds were
the rhythmic clip of their marching
boots on the cobblestoned platform.
They marched out of the station.
Later, the Sergeant’s actions were
hailed as a remarkable act of courage.
In his mind, however, he regarded his
whistle as instrumental in the resolution
of that dangerous situation. In taking
those threatening him by surprise,
that whistle had averted an overt and
imminent threat to their lives.
Those were politically confused
and troubled times. The previous
police force, the British-instituted and
despised Royal Irish Constabulary,
an armed force, had been formally
disbanded, leaving a lawless country in
its wake.
It was the Sergeant’s task to
establish the new police presence in
the vacated RIC barracks in the town.
But that initial encounter with the
‘Irregulars’ was a cogent warning of
the difficulties he had yet to face in this
small community.
This was reinforced by the news,
some weeks later, that a second
member of the Civic Guard had
been murdered during a raid by the
Irregulars on the Civic Guard’s Station
in Scartaglin, another small village in
Co. Kerry. More murders were to follow
as more Civic Guard Stations were
ruthlessly attacked.
Against this background, attempting
to enforce law and order was both
difficult and highly dangerous in a
country wracked by Civil War, which
raged from June 1922 to April 1923.
Now officially renamed An Garda
Síochána na hÉireann, the Civic Guard
increasingly found itself cast in the
role of the State’s security force, a
hazardous assignment for which
its members were woefully underequipped.
For the safety of his men, and
ignoring directions from his superiors in
Dublin, the Sergeant did not instigate
any night patrols for several weeks.

When he eventually did, he and his
men were armed with nothing but their
truncheons. However, he always carried
his faithful whistle, which he had cause
to use on many occasions in efforts to
enforce law and order.
The years passed and Ireland
transitioned into a relatively peaceful
land. That man, who opened the first
Garda Síochána station in Rathmore,
advanced through the ranks and was
assigned duties in various locations
throughout the country. He received
at least two awards for ‘Exemplary
Service’.
When eventually he hung up his
uniform for the last time, he removed
his whistle from the breast pocket.
The whistle and the badge from his
Garda cap were the only mementos
of his 43 eventful years of service that
he took with him into retirement. It’s
a solid metal whistle, that tiny symbol
of moral authority, with a ring on top
for the chain, and the words An Garda
Síochána engraved on it. I keep it in my
father’s memory.

‘The Whistle’ is a based largely on
conversations the author had many
years ago with his late father, Inspector
Henry J. Nangle, who was the subject
of an article in the Summer 2021 issue
of ‘Síocháin’.

About the Author: Brendan J. Nangle
is the only child of Henry and Eileen
Nangle. Born in 1941, he retains vivid
memories of his childhood watching
his father working in his office in
Garda HQ. Brendan attended Belvedere
College and UCD and worked in the
chemical industry in both the US and
Ireland before his retirement in 2003.
He lives in Dalkey, Co. Dublin, with his
wife Suzanne. They have five grownup children and 12 grandchildren.
‘The Whistle’ is one of several short
stories published in ‘Roots & Wings’, a
book of stories and memories written
by Brendan, which was reviewed in
the Spring issue of ‘Síocháin’. The
paperback edition is available in
www.bridgestreetbooks.ie.
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CHRISTY (MICHAEL)
HARRINGTON
Rocklodge
Carrigrohane, Cork
Birthplace: Lackavane,
Adrigole, Co. Cork
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 12975E
Retired: 24 December 1992
Date of Death:
17 June 2021

JAMES MCLOUGHLIN
Clonskeagh, Co. Dublin
Birthplace:
Castletown, Lacken,
Co. Mayo
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 09922H
Date of Death:
5 August 2021
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Christy (Michael) Harrington was born
on 25 December 1932 in Lackavane,
Adrigole, (near Glengarriff), West Cork.
He was the eldest of six children, with four
brothers and one sister.
After completing his education and
working on the family farm, he joined
An Garda Síochána in November 1955.
After six months training, he was initially
stationed in Drumlish, Co. Longford,
then Granard, Garda Headquarters,
before returning to his native Cork, being
stationed at Cloyne, Carrigtwohill and
McCurtain Street in Cork City.
Christy was promoted to Sergeant
in 1966 and transferred to Passage
West, Cork where he took up official
accommodation. In 1972, he transferred
to Union Quay and in 1978 he took over
as SHO (Unit B) in the Bridewell, Cork,
where he enjoyed 14 years on the regular
before retiring at 60 years of age, after 37
years’ service in An Garda Síochána.
In 1964, Christy married Joan
Kelleher a native of Ballyvourney, Co.
Cork, and together they reared four
children – Dermot, Pat, Anne and Kevin.

(Both Dermot and Pat joined An Garda
Síochána). Christy enjoyed regular visits
to his home place in West Cork and had
a keen interest in nature, gardening and
beekeeping. Following his retirement,
Christy and his wife Joan were active
members of GSRMA (Cork Branch) and
went on many outing with the group.
Christy was ultimately a family man
and enjoyed regular family holidays in
Kerry and get-togethers with his four
children and eight grandchildren. He had a
keen interest in history, current affairs and
reading. One of life’s gentlemen, Christy
is fondly remembered by his former Garda
colleagues, relatives and neighbours.
Christy’s wife Joan and family wish to
express their warmest thanks for all the
love and support they received on his
recent passing. Also, to Christy’s former
colleagues, friends and neighbours for
all the condolence messages, their health
compliance attendance at his Funeral Mass
and the Guard of Honour provided by his
GSRMA (Cork Branch) colleagues.

‘Big Jim’ McLoughlin passed away
peacefully on 5 August under the
wonderful care of the staff in Our Lady’s
Hospice in Blackrock.
Jim was born in Castletown, Lacken,
Co. Mayo in 1923 and while he was
officially ‘98’ when he died, he often
maintained that he was much older, as in
1920s rural Ireland, it would often take
years to register a child’s birth.
Jim went to school at Creevagh
National School, but his earliest memory
was the night of 28 October 1927. Known
as the ‘Laken Disaster’, 48 fishermen died
after being caught off guard by an Atlantic
storm, which had swept up the western
seaboard. Jim’s father, Martin, was one
of the lucky few to survive, but nine local
men from the Laken area drowned that
night.
Having spent his youth working as a

supervisor with Mayo County Council,
Jim heard that the Gardaí were looking
for recruits. So, in 1944, with his brother
Jack, they headed for Dublin. While they
waited, they got a job in Guinness’ turning
the Barley. Back-breaking work, as it
entailed turning tons of Barley on heated
metal floors.
While Jack became impatient and
emigrated to England, Jim joined An
Garda Síochána at the Pheonix Park Depot
in Dublin on May 15 1947. He was sent
to Lad Lane Garda Station (off Baggot
Street), and then on to the newly-opened
Harcourt Terrace Station in 1949, and
subsequently on to Pearse Street
A chance meeting at a dance in the
Four Ps on Harcourt Street with Nurse
Elizabeth Hurley from Killarney led to
romance and marriage in 1952. They had
a daughter and three sons, followed by

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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JOHN (DAN) LUNNEY
Dundrum, Co. Dublin
Birthplace: Crumlin,
Dublin
Rank: Garda
Reg No. 14841E
Date of Death:
25 April 2021

nine grandchildren and subsequently 12
great-grandchildren.
Jim and Lilly set up the well-known
Aghadoe Guest House on Marlborough
Road in Donnybrook, before retiring to
Clonseagh. ‘Big Jim’s’ height and build
qualified him for security duties and
was often stationed outside the British
Embassy, the Department of External
Affairs, as it was known then and
Government Buildings, before going to
the Four Courts. Indeed, he was on duty
the night British Embassy was burnt down.
Jim spent 27 years on duty in the Four
Courts and his well-built 6-foot 3-inch
uniformed frame was always a feature of

the Round Hall. He was well known and
a mentor to many young Gardaí and legal
eagles.
He had a sharp encyclopedic mind,
even into his 90s and often referred to the
big cases and names that he saw progress
through the Four Courts. He singled out
the lengthy ‘Water Chlorination’ hearings,
the ‘Singer Stamps’ case and the ‘Arms
Trial’ for special mention.
Jim was a big strong giant of a Mayo
man and retirement didn’t feature in his
vocabulary. He was an avid DIYer even into
his late 80s. He’ll be sadly missed by all.

John Lunney, better known as Dan to his
friends, was born on 23 May 1934. He
had a brother and a sister and was raised
happily in Crumlin, Co. Dublin.
After leaving school at an early
age he worked for Hughes Brothers in
Rathfarnham as a milkman, but the bright
lights of London soon beckoned. Good
fortune awaited him there in the form of
Bobby Lamb, a session musician playing
for Frank Sinatra, who befriended Dan and
was instrumental in uncovering his passion
for music.
He taught him how to play the
trombone and Dan went on to teach
himself how to play the banjo, double
bass, drums and guitar. Also, if a song was
called for on any occasion Dan was the
man!
He returned to Ireland in May 1961
and joined his brother Jim as a member
of the Garda Band. He joined An Garda
Síochána on 23 August 1961 and served
for almost 20 years. He also studied law

during this time in UCD. Following an
RTA and suffering a permanent back
injury, Dan took early retirement from
Dundrum Garda Station on 5 June 1980.
He went on to become a very successful
businessman.
Dan passed away peacefully in
Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown on
25 April 2021. His funeral, although
small, was especially moving with Damien
Gallagher, a member of the Garda Band
paying a wonderful tribute by playing
‘Danny Boy’ as a final farewell.
At the graveside Owen O’Connor,
another member of the Garda Band
paid tribute with ‘The Last Post’ on the
trumpet. Both men are fantastic and
accomplished musicians and the family
wish them both heartfelt thanks.
He is survived by his loving wife,
Dolores, his four children and six
grandchildren.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh anam dílis.

May he rest in Peace.
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MAIRE WHELAN (NÉE
QUIGLEY)
Ard Easmuinn, Dundalk,
Co. Louth.
Birthplace: Dundalk.
Date of Death:
28 April 2021

MARGARET GILLEN
(NÉE CARRAGHER)
Carragill, Ardross Avenue
Carrickmacross
Co. Monaghan
Birthplace: Castleblayney,
Co. Monaghan
Date of Death:
15 April 2021
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Maire was born on 2 December 1937 to
Owenie and Bessie (née Finn) Quigley in
McSwiney Street, Dundalk. She had one
brother Johnnie who died at 11 months and
one sister Patricia O’Donoghue (Cork).
She was an excellent student and
secured a scholarship to St. Louis Secondary
School, Dundalk. From there she went
to Carysfort College, Blackrock, Dublin
graduating as a National School Teacher. 		
Maire worked in St. Malachy’s GNS, Dundalk
from 1959 to 1999, the last 11 years as
Principal.
Maire met Detective Garda John Whelan
[13074E], from Sylane, Co. Galway in 1960
and they married in 1963. They reared three
sons and one daughter Padraic (Cleveland,
Ohio), Eoghan (Berlin), Séan (Dundalk) and
Moireen Taggart (Blackrock, Co. Louth).
Maire was blessed with five adoring
grandchildren – Cian Taggart, Éabha

Taggart, Aislinn Taggart, Conall Taggart and
Luca Whelan. John died suddenly in 1983
as a serving member of the force. During his
too short career he served in Ballyneety, Co.
Limerick, Navan, Co. Meath and Dundalk.
Maire became a member of the GSRMA
Louth Branch at that time, serving as
secretary for some years. A great supporter
of the GSRMA she was its longest member
in Dundalk (she used to say “unfortunately
I am the longest member”), it was a bit of
a double-edged sword for her. She greatly
enjoyed all the social activities and meeting
up with John’s old colleagues and their
wives.
Maire was a very capable and kind
person and will be missed greatly by all her
family, friends and collegues.

The death has taken place of Margaret
Gillen (née Carragher) Carragill, Ardross
Avenue, Carrickmacross and late of New
Street, Castleblayney.
Margaret was educated by the Sisters
of Mercy, Castleblayney. She married Joe
Gillen, a native of Tracey Avenue, Sligo,
who was stationed as a member of An
Garda Síochána in Carrickmacross. Their
marriage took place in St Mary’s Church,
Castleblayney on 6 October 1970 and they
had one son Carl, who now resides in the
USA.
Unfortunately, tragedy struck on 5
September 1991 when Joe suffered a
fatal heart attack on the golf course at the
Nuremore Hotel, Carrickmacross.
Margaret was a champion Irish Step
Dancer and with her brother Paddy, they
were the undefeated All-Ireland champions

in the Walls of Limerick competition
for three years in succession and were
presented with the trophy by the late Mr
Walton, North Frederick Street, Dublin.
Margaret won many awards for set dancing
representing the Castleblayney Faughs GAA
club.
Margaret’s funeral mass took place
in St Joseph’s Church, Carrickmacross on
15 April, celebrated by Monsignor Shane
McCaughey. Afterwards Margaret was laid
to rest beside her husband Joe in St Mary’s
Cemetery, Castleblayney.
Margaret is survived by her son Carl,
brother Paddy, sister Terencia, nephew,
nieces, her many relatives and friends,
especially those in the GSRMA.

May she Rest in Gentle Peace.

May she Rest in Peace.
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MICHAEL BENSON
Knockglass, Crossmolina
Co. Mayo
Birthplace: Ballyfarnon,
Roscommon
Reg No: 17153M
Rank: Garda
Retired: 2004
Date of Death:
23 August 2021

MICHAEL O’BRIEN
Raheny, Dublin
Birthplace: Dungarvan,
Waterford
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 10027G
Retired: March 1978
Date of Death:
25 June 2021

Michael was born in Ballyfarnon, Co.
Roscommon in 1948. He went to
Templemore in 1968 and served with An
Garda Síochána until 2004. He first served
in Belmullet where he met his wife Mary,
then a short time in Bellacorrick, and
then Bonniconlon before finally settling in
Crossmolina in 1973 where he served out
the remainder of his career until he retired
in 2004.
Living close to the shores of Loch
Conn, the banks of the River Deel and
in the shadow of the Nephin Mountain
was idyllic for Michael as he absolutely
loved fishing and shooting. He was heavily
involved in the local fishing and gun clubs
and also the Garda Fishing Association,
looking after the Garda boats and helping
to organise fishing competitions. One of
his proudest achievements was when he
fished for Ireland during the European FlyFishing Championship in 1997.
After he retired, he became involved
in the local Tidy Towns and The Men’s
Shed. Here he made many new friends
and helped out in numerous community
projects and events. Retirement also gave
him extra time for granddad duties or
‘Goggy’ as his grandchildren liked to call
him.

He enjoyed doing school runs,
dropping and collecting from training and,
of course, the important things in life too,
making sure future generations valued the
importance of hard work by bringing them
to the bog and chopping timber.
Over the last six months of his life
when he bravely battled through cancer,
he received amazing support and
companionship from neighbours, friends
and family. He had a great relationship
with the community and knew everyone
and where they came from and if he
didn’t, he wasn’t long finding out!
Many who came to his funeral recalled
the kindness and compassion Michael
showed them in times of trouble and said
that only for him their lives would have
taken a very different path.
Michael was one of life’s true
gentlemen who was always willing to
help others and give people a second
chance. His wife Mary, children Dervla,
Ruth, Michael, Shane, Laura and Brian
wish to thank all who stood out in Guards
of Honour, including retired and serving
members, on Michael’s journey to his final
resting place.
May he Rest in Peace.

Michael was born in 1928 to Michael and
Mary O’Brien Kilrush, Dungarvan, Co.
Waterford. He attended the local Christian
Brothers School in Dungarvan. He was an
active sportsman and excelled in hurling
and football in the local Éire Óg team and
was a member of An Fáinne.
Michael was active in his community
and joined the Local Defence Force (LDF) in
1944-1946 and was also a member of the
FCA, 1946-1947. In 1947 Michael joined
An Garda Síochána and trained in The
Phoenix Park Dublin, his older brother John
was a member and stationed in College
Street.
Michael began his career in Dublin
stationed in Lad Lane (off Baggot Street)
and went on to serve at The Bridewell,
Pearse Street, Raheny, Carriage Office and
Dublin Castle Garda Control Room.
Michael was a devoted family man, a

loving husband to Terry and a supportive
father to his four daughters – Kathleen,
Mary, Lucia and Patricia. Michael retired
in 1978 and emigrated to Canada with
his family and enjoyed travelling. He
returned to Ireland with his family in
1980 and commenced work at The Garda
Representative Association (GRA).
While Michael was working at the GRA
on the fifth floor of Phibsboro Tower, he
started his collection of An Garda Síochána
Memorabilia which included uniforms
and badges and gradually spread to
international police forces which he was
most proud of.
Michael eventually retired in 1995
after a long and varied career. He was
still an active man, and enjoyed walking,
gardening, fishing on the Garda boat. He
was also a successful golfer, and even did a
spot of acting joining Actors Equity where
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PAULA DORNEY
Bishopstown,
Cork.
Birthplace:
Castlegregory, Co. Kerry.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No. 00265H.
Date of Death:
17 January 2021
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he featured in RTE’s Glenroe and the movie
‘The Boxer’ in 1997.
Michael was a kind loving man who
took pride in his family and work. His
wife Terry and his daughters would like
to express their deepest gratitude for
the kind messages of sympathy, cards of
condolences, mass intentions, to Christy

Lonergan who offered good advice, to
Fiona at the Garda Museum and all at HRM
Garda Records.
Michael is survived by his wife, Terry,
his daughters, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.

Paula was born in Stradbally, Castlegregory,
Co. Kerry in June 1963. She passed away
unexpectedly on 17 January 2021. She is
predeceased by her late husband Martin
Dorney and is sadly missed by her three
children – Aisleigh, Niamh, Ciarán, her
granddaughter Chloe, her sisters, extended
family and friends.
Paula was a strong personality; she was
very intelligent and was a very determined
person. She joined An Garda Síochána
on 20 October 1982. On 25 March 1983,
she was allocated to the Bridewell Station,
Cork. She moved to Cork with some of her
recruit classmates from the Garda College
and always spoke fondly of their early years
as Gardaí in Cork City. It was during her
time working the beat in Cork city that she
met her future husband and fellow Garda,
Martin Dorney. They married in May 1985.
In 1986, Paula transferred to
Bishopstown Garda Station where she
remained for the duration of her time in
An Garda Síochána. In 2005, she took early
retirement from the Force after 23 years of
service.
She is remembered by her colleagues
as someone who had a great sense of
humour and had an incredible ability to talk
down a situation. She was a well-known
and respected Garda in the Bishopstown
community.
In 2008, Paula applied to University

College Cork to become a mature law
student. This was one of her dreams to
attend third level education and achieve her
Bachelor degree. Her family were incredibly
proud of her return to education to follow
her dream.
Paula completed her BCL and graduated
in 2011 despite her husband, Supt Martin
Dorney being diagnosed with cancer and
passing away peacefully in January 2011.
Martin was her soulmate and rock and
after he passed away, she was absolutely
heartbroken. A part of Paula died with
Martin. Her children take solace in knowing
that she is now reunited with Martin and at
peace.
The Dorney family would like to thank
the Bishopstown Gardaí for their help at
the time of Paula’s death and for the Garda
escort during her funeral. They also extend
thanks to all the various members of An
Garda Síochána who provided assistance
throughout the years since the death of
Martin in January 2011.
The Garda community is truly unique
and a wonderful support for members and
their families. Thank you to everyone who
reached out to our family during a very
difficult time which was compounded with
the strict covid-19 restrictions that were in
place at the time of her death.

May his gentle soul Rest in Peace.

May she Rest in Peace.
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TERENCE (TERRY) KELLY
Bellair Estate,
Douglas Road, Cork.
Birthplace:
Ballyfeard, Co. Cork.
Rank: Garda Superintendent.
Reg. No.: 10398E.
Date of Death:
25 November 2019

A native of Ballyfeard near Minane Bridge,
Terry, followed his father’s footsteps to join
An Garda Síochána in 1953. His father:
Garda Thomas Kelly [5254] was a founding
member of the force who died in October
1957, having just retired from An Garda
Síochána at Ballyfeard Station.
Terry served 40 years in An Garda
Síochána. He was one of a large group
of young sportsmen who responded to a
Garda Recruitment campaign. He joined
the force on 11 November 1953 and served
as a Garda firstly in Clontarf, Dublin and
subsequently at Union Quay Station, Cork
from 1957 to 1962.
He was promoted to Sergeant in 1962
serving in Cork City from 1962 to 1978
when he was promoted to Inspector,
serving briefly in Garda HQ, Phoenix
Park before returning to Cork City from
1980 to 1985. He was then promoted to
Superintendent serving Cahir District, Co.
Tipperary; Cobh District, Co. Cork and
finally, Gurranabraher 		
District
Cork City until his retirement in February
1994.
Involved from the outset, Terry was
responsible for the inauguration and
implementation of the Garda Juvenile
Liaison Officer Scheme in Cork City and
suburbs in 1965 and was in charge of its
implementation and operation up to his
promotion to Inspector in 1978.
This advancement saw him as the
first appointee to the new Section C7 in
Garda HQ where he was responsible for
overseeing the expansion of Community
Relations; Crime Prevention; and the JLO
Scheme. When he returned on transfer
to Cork City, he continued to hold special
responsibility for these areas. In 1966, he
was a founding member of Ógra Chorcaí
(Cork Youth Association), now more
commonly known as Foróige.
In tandem with a successful career, Terry
was a talented sportsman and sported the
red and green of his parish club of Tracton,

where his natural skills were nurtured
further. He was highly rated as a young
player, playing with and captaining the
Farranferris College team, selected and
played with the All-Ireland Inter Provincial
Championship winning Munster Colleges
side, before being selected for the Cork
minor panel.
In 1951, he was part of the All-Ireland
winning Cork Minor side that defeated
Galway. At just 18, after a commanding
display in a Munster Junior game against
Tipperary, Terry was selected for inclusion
in the Cork Senior panel when he won his
first Senior Munster Championship medal
in 1952, succeeding in the following year
to make the match day squad in their
All-Ireland Senior Championship win over
Galway. This was the first year of a decade
with the Cork Senior team for Terry. In
that intervening period, he was part of the
successful sides that won Munster Senior
Championship, and Railway Cup medals.
When his career choice as a member
of An Garda Síochána in 1952 found him
stationed at Clontarf Garda Station as a
new recruit; his talent was not going to
be unutilised. He played a spell with Éire
Óg and was subsequently selected for the
Dublin Hurling Team for 1954/55 when he
won a Leinster Championship medal.
After retirement from inter-county
hurling in 1962, Terry played club hurling
with Blackrock from 1963 to 1967, winning
two county championships before again
returning to his home club, Tracton.
During the 1960s he was an
administrator for Garda Coiste Roinne and
gave freely of his time to train the Cork ER
Garda Divisional hurling teams for Garda
Sports week matches.
Joan and the Kelly family wish to
thank serving and retired colleagues who
attended Terry’s funeral and sent messages
of sympathy.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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TIM BEATTIE
Bishopstown, Cork
Birthplace: Rahara,
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No. 16261B
Date of Death:
19 December 2020

TOM PRENDERGAST
Sheil Avenue, Bundoran,
Co. Donegal
Birthplace: Carrownaseer,
Dunmore, Co. Galway
Rank: Garda
Reg Number: 17795D
Retired: 30 August 2002
Date of Death:
24 December 2019
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Born in Rahara, Co. Roscommon, Tim
joined An Garda Síochána with his brother
Brendan in June 1965. He initially served
in Mulranny, Co. Mayo, before relocation
to Whitehall Station, Dublin and later to
Carnew, Co Wicklow.
Tim eventually settled in Cork City
in 1982 where he served as Sergeant in
the Bridewell Garda Station for 20 years.
He retired from the Bridewell in 2002
but always kept in close contact with his
colleagues through the post retirement
social meetings and on summer coach
tours to many destinations throughout the
island of Ireland.
Tim was a highly respected and muchloved member of An Garda Síochána.
He treated people with respect and
kindness regardless of their background
or circumstance. This personality trait
endeared Tim to all those who surrounded
him.
One of his greatest strengths was his
natural ability to chat and make friends.
This social charm was highlighted in
the weekly Garda post-retirement gettogethers. Tim loved these gatherings
where he was known for dissecting the
nation’s issues and stirring up debate with a
twinkle in his eye.
The post retirement meetings, social
gatherings and the annual coach trips

away are testament to the love he had for
all his Garda colleagues and friends. Tim is
described by those who knew him as the
ultimate gentleman, a gentle soul, who
always had a kind word and cheerful salute
for everyone he met.
Tim passed away peacefully on 19
December 2020 surrounded by his family.
He is survived by his loving wife Agnes,
daughters Sarahjane, Imelda and Gráinne,
by his son James, his sons-in-law, daughterin-law and his adored grandchildren.
He is forever missed by his brother
Brendan, sisters-in-law, nieces and
nephews. The Beattie family would like
to thank sincerely all of Tim’s friends and
colleagues who contacted the family over
the past year and for providing immense
support during a difficult period.
The Covid pandemic has changed the
traditional way of grieving and although
this pandemic brought challenges to
patient care and funerals, Tim’s family feel
incredibly blessed to have been able to
share in Tim’s final peaceful hours. Sadly
missed by all those who knew him.

Tom was born on 30 August 1951 in
Carrownaseer, Dunmore, Co. Galway, the
youngest son of Paddy and Lily Prendergast
and brother to Seánie and Mary. Tom
grew up on his family’s farm in Dunmore,
developing a strong work ethic that would
serve him well throughout his life.
While life on the farm wasn’t always
easy with much hard work to be done, Tom
still looked back on those years fondly and
would often regale his family with many
amusing anecdotes from his childhood.
Tom joined An Garda Síochána in 1971
and was initially stationed in Bundoran,
Co. Donegal before transferring to
Newtowncunningham in 1972 where he
met his future wife, Helena. Tom returned
to Bundoran in 1973, where he remained
until his retirement in 2002.
Throughout his time as a Garda in
Bundoran, Tom developed strong links to

the local community and was regarded
as being tough but fair, a down to earth
character who always applied common
sense to his role as a Garda.
Tom and Helena were married in 1973
and together they raised a family of three
boys and three girls – Sharon, Patrick,
Jennifer, Elizabeth, Alan and Kenny. Tom’s
eldest son Patrick followed in his footsteps
in joining An Garda Síochána and is
currently stationed in Kilkenny City.
Tom was a devoted father and husband,
always putting the needs of his family
before his own and setting a good example
for his children. In later life, Tom became
a doting grandfather to eight wonderful
grandchildren who were all very fond of
their beloved ‘Grandad Tom’.
Tom had a keen interest in sport
throughout his life. A talented footballer
in his youth, Tom won a county medal

“Think where man’s glory most begins and
ends,
And say my glory was I had such friends”
(W.B. Yeats).

OBITUARIES

with St. Joseph’s in Bundoran. Tom was
also skilled golfer, playing off a handicap
of seven and winning several competitions
such as the Captain’s Prize at Bundoran
Golf Club.
Tom also had a passion for attending
sporting events over the years, attending
the rugby at Ravenhill with his sons, the
soccer at Lansdowne Road with his friends
and the race meetings with his wife
Helena.
Tom kept busy and remained active
during his retirement. He spent most of his
time outdoors, sowing vegetables in his
garden and taking his family on pleasant
walks in the countryside. Tom took up

VINCENT J. HEAVIN
Castleblayney
Co. Monaghan
Birthplace:
Ories, Fardrum, Athlone
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg No: 14589M
Date of Death: 6 July 2021

Vincent Heavin a native of Ories, Fardrum,
Athlone, Co. Westmeath and of Laurel Hill,
Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan and one of
the best-known Detective Garda officers
in the north-east region, sadly passed from
this world on Tuesday 6 July 2021.
Vincent joined An Garda Síochána
in 1961 and was initially stationed at
Bawnboy, Co. Cavan, for four and a half
years. It was during his service at the Co.
Cavan station he met his wife, Mary. He
was promoted to the rank of Detective
Garda upon his transfer from Bawnboy to
Monaghan in 1965 and after a two-year
posting in Monaghan he was transferred
to Castleblayney where he took up duty
on April 21 1967. Vincent retired from the
force after an illustrious span of 36 years’
service having spent the greater part of his
service in the force at Castleblayney.
Detective Garda Heavin established
himself as a very popular and highly
efficient officer within the force, he was
prominently involved in many major
investigations and responsible for solving
several very serious crimes. It is without
doubt that Detective Garda Heavin played
a very important and sometimes isolated
and dangerous role in Castleblayney as a
detective during ‘The Troubles’.
During his service, Detective Garda
Heavin earned the highest admiration
from all the senior officers under whom he
served, he also earned the respect and trust
of the local community which was evident

cooking in his retirement and would often
surprise and delight his family with new
recipes that he was working on.
Tom also had a very active social life and
relished the banter at his local pub, being
quick with a joke or a biting retort. In his
retirement, Tom finally had the time to
travel and enjoyed many carefree holidays,
his favourite destination being London.
Tom passed away peacefully at the
Northwest Hospice on Christmas Eve 2019
after a short illness, surrounded by his
loving family. He is dearly missed by his
family and his many friends.

May he Rest in Peace.

from the huge turn-out of people who
lined the streets of Castleblayney as a mark
of respect to Vincent.
Apart from his outstanding ability as a
member of An Garda Síochána, Detective
Garda Heavin took a great interest in sport
and was elected Captain of the Cavan/
Monaghan Garda Golfing Society in 1995.
He was privileged to be Captain (1998) and
President (2004 and 2005) of Concra Wood
Castleblayney Golf Club.
From a family of seven, Vincent had two
brothers who served in the force, both of
whom were based in Dublin. Family was at
the heart of Vincent’s life. He is survived by
his loving wife Mary, his three sons, Eddie,
Robert, and Dermot, his three daughters
Faela, Marese and Auriel, daughters-inlaw Paula, Roisin and Ana, sons-in-law
Brian and Stephen and his 12 wonderful
grandchildren.
His colleagues in the force along with
an enormous crowd of people from the
community gathered along the streets of
Castleblayney to bid farewell to Vincent as
he made his way to his final resting place.
This, along with the outpouring of
glowing tributes on RIP.ie reflects the
esteem in which Vincent was held for
his outstanding service and his notable
contribution to the well-being of the
Castleblayney community. A proud family
man at heart, Vincent will be dearly missed.

May his kind and gentle soul Rest in Peace.
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Archive
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EULEX BOSNIA CONTINGENT 2006-07

(Courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South)

UNFICYP CONTINGENT 2004-05
(Courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South)

OPENING OF TALLAGHT GARDA STATION 1987
Back Row (l-r): Sgt Michael Fitzpatrick, Sgt John O’Mahony, Sgt John Sullivan, Garda Sean Tansey, (unknown), Garda Leo Kenny, Detective Garda Pat Treacy,
Detective Garda Joe McCartney, Garda Eugene Hartnett, Garda Mick McNulty, Garda Denis Downey, Garda Eddie Sadlier, Sgt Pat Edgeworth, (unknown),
Sgt Casey. Middle Row (l-r): Sgt Declan O’Brien, Garda Mick Travers, Garda Fergus O’Donnell, Garda Gerry Delmar, Sergeant Dermot O’Leary, Garda Pat
Lordan, Garda Mary Delmar, (unknown), Lynn Kelly, (unknown), Garda Jim Fleming, Garda Martin Kirwan, Garda Tom Flynn, (unknown), Garda PJ Conlon,
Garda Tom Flynn Jnr, Sgt Pat Kavanagh. Front Row (l-r): Sgt Gerry Blake, Inspector Eugene Doody, Detective Inspector Pascal Anders, Inspector M Egan,
Chief Superintendent Mick McKeown, Minister Gerry Collins, T.D., Commissioner Eamonn Doherty, (unknown), Superintendent Bill McMunn, (unknown),
Inspector Pat King, GRA General Secretary Jack Marrinan and Sgt Nicholas Power.
(Courtesy of Nicky Power, GSRMA Dublin South)
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UNKNOWN STATION PARTY IN CO. WICKLOW
Identification of location and members required.

THREE GARDAÍ WITH RIFLES

HOLLYMOUNT GARDA STATION, CO. MAYO 1925

(Courtesy of Patrick Kearney, GSRMA Limerick)

Sgt J. A. O’Connell [00566] and Garda Patrick D Mulligan [05336].

(Courtesy of Sean Mulligan, son of Patrick D Mulligan)

PROTEST AT AMERICAN EMBASSY 1980S
Frank McDermott (Bray GSRMA), Deirdre McLoughlin (Dun
Laoghaire GSRMA) and Mick Sheridan from F District.
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GARDA PATRICK D MULLIGAN, 05336, BALLYBOFEY
(Courtesy of Sean Mulligan, son of Patrick D Mulligan)

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS INSPECTION AT BRAY 1955
(Courtesy of Mick Cleary, GSRMA Dun Laoghaire)

COMMISSIONERS INSPECTION DROGHEDA 1966
(Courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)
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SERGEANTS PROMOTION CLASS 1970
(Courtesy of Frank Fitzpatrick, Dublin North GSRMA)

PASSING-OUT PARADE MAY 1962
Front Row (l-r): J. Moran, J.P. Flanagan, M.J. Hynes, J. Flanagan, P. Connor, T.P. Callanan, C. Markey, J.V. Walsh
Second Row (l-r): M.A. Quigley, B.M. Shaughnessy, J.L. Gallagher, M. Finnerty, M. Greahan, Sgt. P. Gralton, Insp. P. Barrett, J. McDonagh, J.J. Conlon, P.O.
O’Donnell, A. Gallagher, M.A. Ryan, J.A.M. McManamy, T.P. Aughey.
Third Row (l-r): W.F. Ryan, J. Callaghan, P.J. O’Dare, P.B. Lee, P.J. Murphy, J. O’Donoghue, J.M. Gibbons, M.J. Lowry, P.A. Gallagher, E. Mulhern, P.F. McCarthy,
E. Ruddy, J.B. Sheehan.
Back Row (l-r): J. McGagh, D.A. Donegan, J.M. Freeman, P. Gallaghue, P. Kenny, M.A. Rafferty, J.A. Breahan, C. Bremin, O. Kenny, M.J. Boyle, M.B. O’Sullivan,
M. Madden, C.H.A. Keon, M.A. Duffy.
(Courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)
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NEW GARDA STATION IN CAVAN 1990
Supt Michael J. Lee opens the new
Garda Station in Cavan in 1990.
(Courtesy of John Smyth, Cavan GSRMA)
MONAGHAN STATION PARTY 1924
(Courtesy of Peter Hunt, GSRMA Monaghan)
UN DUTY IN BUFFER ZONE, CYPRUS 2011
Jim Connor, Castlebar GSRMA, Mick
Lernihan, Bray GSRMA, pictured with
police colleagues from Croatia, Bosnia, El
Salvador, India and the Ukraine.
(Courtesy of Mick Lernihan, Bray GSRMA)

1993 EUROVISION SONG CONTEST
D/Garda Jim Mulcare, D/ Inspector P.J. Brennan and D/ Sgt Jim Browne
pictured on Immigration Duty at Cork Airport for the arrival of
delegates from European countries prior to the 1993 Eurovision Song
Contest in Millstreet, Co. Cork.

SGT MICK DUNPHY, DONNYBROOK. WITH ‘SHEEBA’ 1981

(Courtesy of P.J. Brennan, Cork City GSRMA)

(Courtesy of Christy Lonergan, GSRMA Dublin North)
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CLASS OF NOVEMBER 1969
(Courtesy of xxx, GSRMA xx) if not found courtesy of GSRMA House

PASSING OUT PARADE APRIL 1958
Sgt Moran in charge of the Passing-Out Parade
(Courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)

NINE UNIFORM GARDA IN UNION QUAY IN 1963
Pictured (l-r): Garda Moss Downey, Garda Senan Carrig, Sgt Sam Stevenson, Garda John McCarthy, Garda Dan Fennessy, Garda Phonsie King, Garda
Dick O’Callaghan, Garda John O’Brien, Garda Ted Lowney.
(Courtesy of Dick O’Callaghan, Cork City GSRMA)
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CDU UNDERTAKE THE DUBLIN CITY MARATHON IN 1992
Pictured (l-r): Noel Keane, Gerry O’Connor, Anne Byrne, John Clancy, Mary
Cadogan, Patrick Keane, Tom McKeon, Mary McBride, Philip Ryan and Bill
CID COURSE 2000S

Donegan. Photograph taken by the late Tony Conneely, Bray who also did the

(Courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South)

marathon.
(Courtesy of John Clancy, GSRMA Bray)

CLASS C OF 1983
(Courtesy of Christy Galligan, Donegal North GSRMA)

TRAFFIC SECTION, DUBLIN CASTLE – 1990 EU PRESIDENCY
Back Row (l -r): Noel Williamson, Colm Finn, Tom Giloran, Tom Hehir, Brendan Maher, Martin Pugh, Paul McCormac, John Keane, Hugh Devine, Kevin Brooks,
Jarlath Connaughton, Eamon Walsh, John O’Regan, Mick Fortune, Martin Kearns. Third Row (l-r): Ciaran McCarthy, Dermot Breen, Aidan McGuinness, Martin
Reilly, Mick Macken, Ciaran Meagher, Aidan Fields, Jim McAllister, Jim Cassidy, Eugene O’Reilly, Harry Flynn, Mick Shea, Aidan O’Brien, Colm Cullen.
Second Row (l-r): Seamus Cosgrove, John Donnegan, Rory Duffy, Michael Noonan, Dick O’Leary, Noel Snowe, Eamonn Boland, Pat Gaule, Paul O’Connor, Ian
Calton, Tony Toner, Paul Hendrick, Aidan Brennan Ernie Leslie, Mick Higgins. Front Row (l-r): Ben McKenna, Jim Kearney, Hugh Hammill, Mick McCarthy, Des
Malone, Taoiseach C.J. Haughey, T.D., Ray Campion, Bill Hannon, Vinny Maguire, Des Reilly, Barry Worrall, Denis McBride.
(Courtesy of Ian Calton, GSRMA Bray)
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RETIREMENT OF TED MCCARTHY 1985
Photograph taken in September 1985 on the retirement of Garda Ted McCarthy who had served for over 40 years in An Garda Síochána and has long
service in Edward St, William St and Henry St Garda Stations in Limerick City. His wife, lta (still hale and hearty) is seated next to him with a bouquet of
flowers. His son Ted, a local solicitor in Limerick City, is fifth from the right in the back row – peeping out between two other people. Some of the retired
members who attended this function were Jim McDonagh, Eamon McDonagh, Pat Kearney, Sean Brennan, Mick McInerney, Fachtna O’Donovan, Fergus
Curran, Bill Sloyan, Timmy O’Sullivan, Mick (Cove) McDermott, Darius Whelan, Tony Kennelly and Stephen O’Connor.
(Courtesy of Pat Kearney, GSRMA Limerick)

GARDA GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 1980, THURLES

D/GARDA SEAMUS QUAID’S FUNERAL CORTEGE 1980

Front Row (l-r): M. Ridge, T. Morris Roe, J. Hopkins, P.J. Moran, P. Fitzpatrick, M.

The Garda Band under Supt Tommy Boyle leading the Funeral Cortege.

Cooney. Back Row (l-r): P. Keane, M. Dalton, T. Coen, T. Walsh, M. Ashe,

(Courtesy of Peter O’Connor, Dublin West GSRMA)

P. O’Keefe, J. Fahy.

(Courtesy of Michael Dalton, GSRMA Offaly)

CLASS OF NOVEMBER 1972
Back Row (l-r): J. O’Malley; D. Brennan; T. Heraty; V. Farrell; J. Lally; J. Fleming; P. Griffin; M. Melvin; J. O’Hara; P. McKeon; T. O’Connor; M. McTiernan;
P. Naughton; J. Wall. Third Row (l-r): J. Ryan; J. Leahy; T. Commons; R. McGrath; J. Corcoran; D. Murphy; P. O’Connell; J.J. Keaveney; M. McCarthy; D.
McCarthy; P. Dunne; N, Browne; E.P, Condon; M, Hughes. Second Row (l-r): P. Gorman; H. Coll; J. Harrington; M. Sheeran; Sgt. Long (Drill); Sgt. Maher (PD);
Sgt. McMahon (PC); P. Kavanagh; T. Costello; J. Tempanny; P. McGree; C.M. Rooney; J. Kelly.
Front Row (l-r): P. Tunney; W. Redmond; 0. Egan; P. Devane; P. Higgins; A. Dunne: P. Coyne; W. Gillard; M. Healy; L Jones; M. Gaynor.

(Courtesy of Martin Hughes, Monaghan GSRMA)
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SIOCHAIN, Ocean
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin
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CROSSWORD

Across

6 In celebratory mood during Christmas period. (7)
12 It makes it easier to move forward when one is
behind a leading vehicle or cyclist. (10)
13 Flat-topped mountain or hill in the Wild West.
(4)
14 Vehicle on runners used by Arctic peoples,
often pulled by reindeer. (6)
15 Traditionally sung immediately after midnight
on 31 December. (4,4,4)
17 It’s a mixture of sparkling wine. (4)
18 Made when trying to buy something at below
asking price. (5)
19 Explosive devices. (5)
20 Suits of which were worn by knights of old. (6)
21 What makes a white Christmas white. (4)
23 It’s made of many links. (5)
25 Christmas carol called after a small animal.
(6,6)
26 Crazy, ridiculous. (4)
27 Stiff and unbending. (5)
28 Short measure. (4)
32 Old way of saying eat, or drink. (3)
34 Neat Co. Meath town. (4)
35 Fine, heavy silk, named after capital of Syria.
(6)
36 Breath in. (6)
37 These are wise birds and fly-by-nights. (4)
38 Essential ingredient for Scotch on the rocks. (3)
40 No longer brand new, second hand. (4)
42 Keeps cook clean in the kitchen. (6)
46 Spring like a year with an extra day. (4)
47 The message and hope of Christmas. (5,2,5)
49 What’s on the ground after a very cold night.
(5)
50 Where the nativity scene is set in most houses
and all churches. (4)
52 Open the champagne. (6)
53 Girl from Co. Down town. (5)
54 You’ll find it on top of 56 down. (5)
56 The very centre, like of the earth. (4)
57 It goes on the Christmas pudding. (6,6)
58 The one who makes the decisions on court. (6)
59 Joint with its own cap. (4)
60 Swindlers and chancers. (10)
61 Insults and put-downs. (7)

Down

1 City that’s partly in Europe and partly in Asia. (8)
2 Tactful, like an ambassador. (10)
3 Ineffectually. (9)
4 Topers, sots, near alcoholics. (9)
5 Meanness, ruling trait of misers. (9)
7 A word that includes both Scots Gallic and Irish
Gaelic languages. (4)
8 One of Shakespeare’s comedies, or Nollaig na
mBan. (7,5)
9 Ill-defined, imprecise. (5)
10 One of the four that come round every year
without fail. (6)
11 The three that arrive to 50 Across on 8 Down.
(4)
16 What’s new in France as the word applies to
art, Beaujolais or riche. (7)
22 Be in the wrong place in Dalymount Park or the
Aviva Stadium, but not in Croke Park. (7)
24 One will hang in the cold weather. (6)
29 Welcomed in by 15 Across. (3,4)
30 Neatly and fashionably dressed as a fisherman
on Lough Corrib in May. (6)
31 Melodious past-time by groups in the days
leading up to Christmas. (5-7)
32 Move rapidly downhill on 21 Across. (3)
33 Dessert often made with apples. (3)
39 Char is not as dirty. (7)
41 Individual paper squares at each place-setting
for Christmas dinner. (10)
43 Sailing ships or large glasses. (9)
44 Peanut under a zoological name. (6,3)
45 Pay back the cash that someone has spent on
your behalf. (9)
48 Padded extra attachment above back portion of
front seat of a car. (8)
51 Country south of Lebanon and on the western
shore of the Dead Sea. (6)
55 Also called the ship of the desert. (5)
56 A feature at Christmas, weddings, birthdays,
but with candles on the latter occasion. (4)
57 Not straight, twisted out of shape. (4)

Congratulations to

Michael Kilroy, Summerhill, Sligo.

Winner of the Autumn 2021 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!
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SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD IN AUTUMN 2021

Fifteen Questions

1

1. US flag has 50 stars, one for each
state. How many stripes does it have?
2. Which opened first, the Panama Canal
or the Suez Canal?
3. In which part of which continent is
Patagonia?
4. Who was/is Marla Maples?
5. Who is Australia’s PM?
6. What is the only sea on earth that
doesn’t have a coastline?
7. Of which East African country is
Dodoma the capital city?
8. In 1965, British singer Arnold George
Dorsey changed his name to that of a
19th Century German composer. What
is that name?

2

3

C
I
B
9
L O T T O
A
I
O
12
M I N S K
P
E
S
14
A R C H
A
O
17
S N I P
20
S
T
21
22
I N S E C
B
L
27
28
L A S S I
I
I
M
30
31
N A P
B
G
S
S

4

5

6

7

H
G
B
10
A C U T E
W
S
D
13
A N T E L O
I
S
A
15
A I C
A M B
18

E R

19

D E F
E
23 24
T
I S O B
25
C
T
R
29
T U D E
U
B
A
A
32
L A N D
R
N
Y
Y

E
A
T
O

8

P
O
11
O A F
M
F
P E S
I
16
L E D
A
E
C T
E
R S
26
A
W
T E R
I
I
O S T
N
E

9. With what sport do you associate Ken
Doherty?
10. In what city is the Roland Garros

SUDOKU

Stadium?
11. In which country is Kilimanjaro?
12. What is the name of the South Dakota
mountain on which the faces of four US
presidents are carved?
13. Which singer wrote the song ‘You’re
so Vain’ about either Mick Jagger or
Warren Beatty?
14. What actor with a lazy right eye played
Lieutenant Columbo?
15. What are the first names of Simon and
Garfunkel?
13) Carly Simon. 14. Peter Falk. 15) Paul and Art.

9) Snooker. 10) Paris. 11) Tanzania. 12) Mount Rushmore.
6) Sargasso Sea. 7) Tanzania. 8) Engelbert Humperdinck.

America. 4) Donald Trump’s second wife. 5) Scott Morrison.
1) 13. 2) Suez (1869 vs 1914). 3) Southern part of South
Answers:
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In The Frame

OLD RIC/GARDA STATION
AT GLASLOUGH ST,
MONAGHAN

MAYO SHORE ANGLING CLUB

The porch to the front of the building was
used by the police as a Sentry Box. The spy
hole is visible beside the drain pipe located
on the side of the porch.  
The police were relocated in 1850 to the
‘Old’ Barracks at Plantation Terrace. Legend
has it that the plans for this building were
intended for the Transvaal in South Africa
but were inadvertently sent to Monaghan
by the British Authorities.
The building was taken over by An
Garda Síochána in 1922 and vacated in
1986. It is now used as offices by a number
of government departments.

The Mayo Shore Angling Club held its annual
deep sea fishing competition on Tuesday 28
September, and fished out of Killala on Jimmy
Gallagher’s boat, with the day starting off fine
dry and calm.
With a scarcity of fish, it was decided to go
further out to sea. There were very heavy swells,
we were thrown all over the boat and still had no
fish. The skipper said it was as well to go back
in. Able seaman Tommy O’Malley then took over
at the helm and said he heard that herring were
been caught off Downpatrick, so it was agreed
to go and find out.
It was not long before we were in the middle
of shoal of herring and mackerel. The boxes
were filling up and as the sea settled, we enjoyed
two hours of great fishing before heading for
home. Tom O’Hara won the competition with
five variety, while Val Padden, came second with
three variety.
We enjoyed refreshments in the Merry Monk
on the Killala Road, Ballina, during which Stevie
Smyth launched into a verse of ‘Hey-ho, Up She
Rises’ and we all joined in. We were happy to
be back on dry land. A great day was had by
all. I wish to thank Joe Lavelle, the owner of
the Merry Monk, St Paul’s and Raphael’s Garda
Credit Unions, Baxter Healthcare, Coco-Cola,
Ballina and Inland Fisheries for supporting this
competition.

Text by Joe Dirwan; Photo Courtesy of
Leslie Crawford, Monaghan.

Report by Val McLoughlin, Ballina Branch.

Pictured (l-r): Val McLoughlin, Tommy O’Malley
presenting cup to Tom O’Hara, Val Padden, Stevie Smith,
Noel Tighe and Aidan McDonagh.
Glaslough RIC Station
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Citadel of Democracy

Croagh Patrick

They climbed the parapets of despair,
Extremists’ views of one who shares,
Lies and fakery become the norm
As the citadel lies amid the storm.

‘Shticks for the Reek’!
‘Shticks for the Reek’!
The traders still call;
At the foot of Croagh Patrick,
From the shelter of a wall.

By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

Truth and justice are no more
As clicks on keyboards settles scores,
Men of position object and rile
While others die amidst the pile.
Pointed fingers at insurrection
Baying heads for crucifixion,
Fomented thoughts from those who speak
As aberrant words infect the meek.
Here lies the freedoms they sought
In words and deeds for those who fought,
A man of principle lies in wait
As others decide the coward’s fate.
The brave and bold of centuries old
Weep and mourn for a country torn,
A land of opportunity is no more
As wounds of old tear at open sores.
We wait for one who has come to heal
A risen God a man revealed,
A country founded by invaders
A silent wish for new crusaders.

By William Keaveney, Dun Laoghaire Branch

They sell long sticks, strong sticks,
Short sticks as well;
And some sticks hardly fit,
For a bonfire in Hell.
They have ash plants and hazel,
Brush handles too;
Blackthorn and sycamore,
With old pieces of yew.
In the dawn one July,
When I first heard that call;
Sure, I skipped spryly by,
And never purchased at all.
In my youth I jumped bog holes,
And rivers for fun; and
Cleared stone walls for high jumps,
When day’s labour was done.
I raced up Croagh Patrick,
It was part of life’s game;
And I didn’t need a stick,
To come down safely again.
But the big clock moved on;
I’m not nearly as supple;
I have two painful knees,
And an ankle might buckle.
So today I will stop,
At the stick trader’s stall;
At the foot of Croagh Patrick,
In the shelter of a wall.
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POETRY CORNER

Eclipse

My Godfather

Dreamers dream too much
Wake up it’s 8 am
Open the curtains
Look outside
You are officially needed in the world
Smile in the mirror
If you are fat
Don’t think about it
You have nice clothes
Put on your favourite rigout
Paint the world red
Cheer up
Get up
Grab your breakfast
Talk to the kids nicely
They aren’t as wise as you are
Whatever your occupation
You are needed today
Smile
Wave at your neighbour
People will wave back
And you will smile
Because there is nothing more precious
Than a smile.

He bought me the first pair of pure leather boots that I can remember
The thrill if kicking snow and frost, in the month of December
Imagine my disappointment, when the soles began to melt;
going all soft around the edges.
After a vigorous safari, over ditches and hedges.

By Siobhan Quigley, Limerick City Branch

By Tony Ruane, Dublin North Branch

But my Godfather Johnny assured and advised;
He said leather is like that and don’t be surprised
You can polish them up in a few days, when they get dry
I trusted my Godfather’s word and I didn’t ask him why.
I remember that Christmas Eve when I was four.
Muffled footsteps outside at our front door,
in the snows of my first white Christmas.
The door was thrown open and Santa came in
with swirling snow in his wake.
He dropped to the floor with an eerie groan,
and exclaimed, ‘oh what an ache’!
I am dying with the colic he said.
A big padded figure dressed in red.
My mother gave him some whisky to drink
And she didn’t seem concerned,
On reflection now, I think.
and know it was all an act,
Everyone was laughing, except me, in fact.
I was most concerned that Santa might die
And be unable to resume his deliveries in the sky.
But he very soon did recover and went on his way.
Many years later I heard my mother say
That it was my Godfather Johnny
Who put on that great show,
On that never to be forgotten
Christmas Eve of my childhood,
so very many years ago.
In the days of my childhood, Johnny Doherty (RIP) was my Godfather
and next-door neighbour. He became the father of Joe Doherty, the
current Garda Superintendent in Ballina, Co. Mayo, who is by now
nearing retirement himself and may soon be joining the ranks of the
GSRMA. Temp est fugit.
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BRANCH

DAY

DATE

TIME

VENUE

ATHY

Tue

11-Jan

11.00am

Athy Golf Club

KILKENNY

Fri

28-Jan

7.30pm

St. Keiran's College Kilkenny

KILDARE NORTH

Tue

01-Feb

7.00pm

Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth

KILLARNEY

Mon

07-Feb

7.30pm

Killarney Oaks Hotel

NENAGH

Tue

08-Feb

8.00pm

The Abbey Court Hotel

WATERFORD

Tue

08-Feb

8.00pm

Waterford Garda Station

SLIGO

Tue

08-Feb

8.00pm

Southern Hotel Sligo

DUNGARVAN

Wed

09-Feb

11.30am

Park Hotel, Dungarvan

WICKLOW

Thu

10-Feb

4.00pm

Wicklow Golf Club

DUBLIN WEST

Thu

10-Feb

7.30pm

Westmanstown Garda Centre

ROSCOMMON

Thu

10-Feb

8.00pm

Hannons Hotel, Roscommon

DUNDALK

Tue

15-Feb

3.00pm

Kennedy's Bar, Carrick Road

MALLOW

Tue

15-Feb

8.00pm

O'Keeffe's (Back Lounge) Mallow

TRALEE

Tue

15-Feb

8.00pm

Meadowlands, Tralee

LONGFORD

Wed

16-Feb

7.30pm

Longford Arms Hotel

OFFALY

Wed

16-Feb

8.00pm

Tullamore Garda Station

TEMPLEMORE

Wed

16-Feb

8.00pm

Templemore Arms Hotel

DUBLIN SOUTH

Thu

17-Feb

10.30am

Spawell Complex

MEATH

Thu

17-Feb

8.00pm

Dalgan Park, Navan

WEXFORD

Thu

17-Feb

8.00pm

Riversidepark Hotel, Enniscorthy

DUBLIN NORTH

Tue

22-Feb

11.00am

Skylon Hotel, Dublin 9

ATHLONE

Tue

22-Feb

11.30am

Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone

LAOIS

Tue

22-Feb

2.30pm

Portlaoise Parish Centre

MONAGHAN

Tue

22-Feb

3.00pm

Iontas, Castleblaney

CORK

Wed

23-Feb

11.00am

Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork

DONEGAL NORTH

Wed

23-Feb

7.00pm

Arena 7, Letterkenny

NAAS

Wed

23-Feb

8.00pm

Westgrove Hotel, Clane

DONEGAL SOUTH

Thu

24-Feb

7.30pm

Abbey Hotel, Donegal Town

CAVAN

Thu

24-Feb

8.00pm

Farnham Arms Hotel

GALWAY

Fri

25-Feb

6.30pm

Salthill Hotel, Galway

TUAM

Mon

28-Feb

11.00am

Ard na Rí, Milltown Road, Tuam

LIMERICK

Mon

28-Feb

8.00pm

Strand Hotel, Limerick

BRAY

Tue

01-Mar

3.00pm

Harbour Bar, Bray

CARLOW

Tue

01-Mar

8.00pm

Carlow Garda Station

DUNLAOGHAIRE

Wed

02-Mar

11.00am

St. Annes Resource Centre, Shankill

LIMERICK COUNTY

Wed

02-Mar

11.00am

Rathkeale House Hotel

CASTLEBAR

Tue

08-Mar

8.00pm

Ivy Tower Hotel, Castlebar

DROGHEDA

Wed

09-Mar

11.00am

Monasterboice Inn, Sarsfield Room

MULLINGAR

Wed

09-Mar

11.00am

Annebrook House Hotel, Mullingar

CORK WEST

Wed

09-Mar

7.30pm

West Cork Hotel, Skibbereen

BALLINA

Wed

09-Mar

8.00pm

Merry Monk, Ballina

CLARE

Thu

10-Mar

6:00 p.m.

Templegate Hotel, Ennis

FERMOY

Wed

23-Mar

11.00am

Firgrove Hotel, Mitchelstown

THURLES

Thu

24-Mar

8.00pm

The Anner Hotel, Thurles

CLONMEL

Sat

26-Mar

3.00pm

Hearn's Hotel Clonmel
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Forename

Surname

Branch

REG

Date of Death

John

Doyle

Dublin South

23421D

15/11/2016

John

Cafferty

Sligo/Leitrim

14666H

11/10/2017

Dan

Murphy

Dublin South

21576G

09/01/2019

John

Gleeson

Dublin North

13388D

10/06/2020

Gabriel

Starkin

Mullingar

14072D

17/06/2021

Michael

Benson

Ballina

17153M

23/08/2021

Alan

Murphy

Laois

19980L

23/08/2021

Pat

Moloney

Cork West

14688K

25/08/2021

Gerry

Reilly

Templemore

13738C

27/08/2021

Maurice

Dowling

Castlebar

12715K

29/08/2021

Martin

Carty

Galway

18844A

03/09/2021

Phelim

McManamon

Nenagh

15927A

15/09/2021

Ned

D'Arcy

Dublin North

12852L

15/09/2021

Helen

Martin

Monaghan

00000A

18/09/2021

Pat

O’Shea

Cavan

10267K

21/09/2021

Thomas Vincent

Casserly

Galway

13709L

30/09/2021

Eleanor

O’Toole

Cork City

00294A

04/10/2021

Eamon

Kingston

Templemore

13301K

07/10/2021

Mick

Cronin

Waterford

14858L

08/10/2021

Pat

Doorey

Carlow

14065A

08/10/2021

Liam

Dinneen

Kerry South

13795B

10/10/2021

John

McGurk

Bray

10839A

11/10/2021

Jim

O’Shea

Dundalk

12664M

12/10/2021

Eugene

McCarthy

Cork West

17471H

12/10/2021

Joe

Forde

Limerick City

14433K

21/10/2021

Seamus

Fleming

Monaghan

17935C

26/10/2021

Michael

Frawley

Limerick City

19225B

28/10/2021

Peadar

Cafferky

Sligo/Leitrim

13858D

29/10/2021

Gerry

Durkan

Dublin North

13257H

09/11/2021

Peter

McCabe

Dublin West

14431B

09/11/2021

D EC E A S E D W I D O W S
Forename

Surname

Address

Branch

Date of Death

Eileen

Brick

Tralee, Co. Kerry

Tralee

12/06/2014

Brigit Helena

McNamee

Newbliss, Co. Monaghan

Monaghan

17/09/2014

Mary

Teahan

Killorglin, Co. Kerry

Josephine

Whelan

Palmerstown, Dublin

Dublin West

26/08/2021

Angela

Cahillane

Dun Laoghaire, Dublin

Dun Laoghaire

17/10/2021

Maura

Sheehan

Ballineen, Co. Cork

Cork West

01/11/2021

Maureen

Foran

Newcastle West, Co. Limerick

Limerick County

08/11/2021
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Last Name

Name

Branch

Last Name

Name

Branch

Last Name

Name

Branch

John

Aherne

CORK

John

Kelly

CLARE

Eamon

O’Neill

CLARE

Nuala

Aughey

DUBLIN NORTH

John Fintan

Kenny

DUNDALK

Pat

O’Sullivan

CORK

Josephine

Barry

CLARE

Dave

Lane

CORK

Majella

Peelo

CASTLEBAR

James

Boyle

MONAGHAN

Laurence

Langton

WATERFORD

Patrick J

Peoples

MONAGHAN

DUN

Declan

Liddane

TRALEE

LAOGHAIRE

Kathleen

Lohan

CASTLEBAR

Richard

Quigley

Limerick City

Eugene F

Quinlan

CORK

Richard

Quinlivan

GALWAY

Christine

Brennan

Michael

Buchanan

DUBLIN WEST

June

Lyons

NAAS

Catherine

Burke

NENAGH

Ciarán

McCahey

KILDARE NORTH

John

McCormack

DUBLIN NORTH

Brendan

Roche

WATERFORD

James

Roche

DUBLIN WEST

John

Rooney

Mary

Bushell
Denning

CAVAN

Cel

McCormack

DUBLIN NORTH

Mary

Byrne

DUBLIN NORTH

Brendan

McDonagh

CLARE

James F

Carroll

CASTLEBAR

Patrick

McEnery

MALLOW

Pauline

Carty

GALWAY

Martha

McEnery

TRALEE

Anthony

Casserly

NAAS

John

McEvoy

MONAGHAN

Niall

Colleran

DUNGARVAN

Fabian

McGowan

SLIGO/LEITRIM

Martin

Comerford

DUBLIN SOUTH

John Paul

Culligan

CORK

Mary

McGrath

GALWAY

Padraic

Derivan

GALWAY

Aideen

McLoughlin

DUBLIN NORTH

Thomas

Downes

MALLOW

Mary

McManamy

MEATH

Patrick

Durkin

MONAGHAN

Brendan M.

McNamara

NAAS

James

Egan

MONAGHAN

Raymond

Moore

TUAM

Farrell

WEXFORD

Brendan

Moore

WEXFORD

Patrick

Finlay

ROSCOMMON

Michael

Moreton

Michael

Finn

SLIGO/LEITRIM

Mick

Mulligan

DUBLIN NORTH

Eamon

Fitzgerald

CORK

Mary

Murphy

DUBLIN NORTH

Brendan

Flanagan

KERRY SOUTH

Ronan

Murtagh

DUBLIN NORTH

Therese

Flannery

CLARE

John

Forde

CORK

Dolores

Neville

Patrick J

Gallagher

SLIGO/LEITRIM

Oliver

Nevin

CLARE

Joseph

Gannon

DUBLIN SOUTH

James

Gannon

CAVAN

Colm

Nevin

SLIGO/LEITRIM

Richard

Garvey

DUBLIN SOUTH

Peter

O’Boyle

DUBLIN SOUTH

John

Gillan

MEATH

Derek

O’Brien

NAAS

Eoghan

Healy

CORK

Henry

O’Brien

CORK

Mary

Healy

DUBLIN WEST

Eileen

O’Connor

CLONMEL

Ted

Holland

CORK

Peter

O’Connor

DUBLIN WEST

Michael

Houlihan

LIMERICK

Thomas B

O’Grady

CORK

Michael

Hynes

WATERFORD

Ann Marie

O’Mahony

CORK WEST

Brendan

Keane

GALWAY

James

O’Neill

Limerick City

Matthew

Keane

CORK

Thomas
Francis

Bernadette

DONEGAL
SOUTH

Ryan

NAAS

Caitlin

Scully

DUBLIN NORTH

John

Sheedy

DUBLIN WEST

Paudge

Tobin

CAVAN

Seamus

Treacy

DUBLIN NORTH

Jeremiah

Twomey

DUBLIN WEST

M

DONEGAL
NORTH

DUN
LAOGHAIRE
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Forename

Surname

Address

Relationship

Branch

Date of Death

Peadar

Conroy

Manchester, England

Brother of Michael Conroy

Galway

18/08/2021

Jim

Ferguson

Hertfordshire, England

Brother of Gerry Ferguson

Longford

09/09/2021

Sharon

Devine

Bundoran, Co. Donegal

Daughter of Helena Prendergast

Donegal South

01/09/2021

Peggy

Quirke

Silvermines, Co. Tipperary

Mother of Ita O’Sullivan

Nenagh

04/09/2021

Mother in Law of John O’Sullivan

Clare

04/09/2021

Patrick

Liston

Thurles, Co. Tipperary

Brother in Law of Ann Liston

Mallow

05/09/2021

Bill

Cragg

Santry, Dublin

Brother in Law of Patrick Finn

Dublin North

05/09/2021

Christy

Buckley

Cobh, Co. Cork

Father of John Buckley

Waterford

09/09/2021

PJ

Hanley

Culleens, Co. Sligo

Brother of Theo Hanley

Athlone

10/09/2021

Colin

Bell

Douglas, Co Cork

Son of Carrie Bell

Cork City

11/09/2021

Lena

Forkan

Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo

Mother of John Forkan

Donegal North

13/09/2021

Dave

Donnelly

Los Angeles, USA

Brother of Ken Donnelly

Dublin South

14/09/2021

Sean

Moran

Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim

Brother of Phyllis O’Neill

Cavan

14/09/2021

Marian

McGovern

Bawnboy, Co. Cavan

Mother of Eugene McGovern

Donegal North

14/09/2021

May

Regan

Boyle, Co. Roscommon

Sister of Tommie Scanlon

Dublin North

14/09/2021

Tommy

Coleman

Ballymote, Co. Sligo

Brother of Michael Coleman

Dublin South

22/09/2021

Imelda

Killoran

Keash, Co. Sligo

Wife of James Killoran

Sligo/Leitrim

24/09/2021

Josephine

Gonzales

Glencolmcille, Co. Donegal

Sister of John O’Gara

Cavan

25/09/2021

Marcella

Rice

Coolaney, Co. Sligo

Sister of Tom McManus

Ballina

28/09/2021

Sister of Joe McManus

Donegal North

28/09/2021

Peggy

Flynn

Stradbally, Co. Waterford

Mother of Seamus Flynn

Cork City

28/09/2021

Mary

O’Brien

Ballinasloe, Co. Galway

Sister inLaw of John O’Brien

Athlone

28/09/2021

Philomena

Harte

Foxrock, Dublin

Wife of Joe Harte

Dun Laoghaire

29/09/2021

Catherine

Powell

The Sycamores, Co. Kilkenny

Wife of William Powell

Kilkenny

30/09/2021

Nora

Lane

Glanmire, Co. Cork

Wife of Michael Lane

Cork City

01/10/2021

Bridget

Holden

Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny

Mother of Seamus Holden

Laois

07/10/2021

Eilish

Hughes

San Francisco, USA

Sister of Jim Hughes

Nenagh

07/10/2021

Mick

Cronin

Kilmeaden, Waterford

Brother of Tim Cronin

Wicklow

08/10/2021

Breda

Duffy

Coolock, Dublin

Mother of Brian Duffy

Wicklow

10/10/2021

Niall

Walsh

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

Son of Pat Walsh

Laois

11/10/2021

Claire

Murphy

Ennis Road, Co. Limerick

Wife of Michael Murphy

Limerick City

12/10/2021

Carmel

Shortt

Clane, Co. Kildare

Wife of Maurice Shortt

Naas

12/10/2021

Gerard

Galvin

Timoleague, Co. Cork

Brother of Pat Galvin

Cork City

13/10/2021

Jack

Mac Cabe

Taghmon, Co. Wexford

Father of Charles McCabe

Dublin South

13/10/2021

Ted

McNamara

Taghmon, Co. Wexford

Brother in Law of Seamus Whelan

Wexford

14/10/2021

Dan

Scanlan

Herefordshire, England

Brother of Eddie Scanlan

Nenagh

14/10/2021

Paul

Glackin

Virginia, Co. Cavan

Son of Charles Glackin

Cavan

16/10/2021

Ger

Kelly

Banagher, Co. Offaly

Father of Liam Kelly

Clonmel

20/10/2021

Martin

Burke

Loughrea, Co. Galway

Brother of Marie Skehill

Galway

21/10/2021

Pat

Molloy

Clonaslee, Co. Laois

Son of John Molloy

Laois

22/10/2021

PJ

Lane

Abbeyfeale , Co. Kerry

Brother of Maurice Lane

Naas

23/10/2021

Jim

O’Sullivan

Model Farm Road, Co. Cork

Brother of Donie O’Sullivan

Cork City

24/10/2021
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John

Dowling

Rosslare, Co. Wexford

Peggy

Hennessy

Raheen, Co. Firstly,
Limerick

Milo

Dempsey

Betty

Feeney

Agnes

Gardiner

Margaret

Kenny

Linda

Parnell

Breeda

O’Shea

Brother in Law of Peter Rayn

Wexford

26/10/2021

as it is the
festive
of what has been
gloomy year, our
Branch
Sister
of Sallytime
Hanlon
CorkaCity
26/10/2021
Committee
wishes
you
all
a
very
Happy
Christmas
and
New
Year.
We
should reach
Castlejordan, Co. Offaly
Brother of Jim Dempsey
Meath
31/10/2021
out to members and let them know they’re not forgotten – a phone call, a greeting
Lisfannon, Co. Donegal
Sister of Dessie Sheridan
01/11/2021
or a get-well card
can give a person a little lift.Monaghan
Eyrecourt, Co. Galway
Mother
of
Tony
Gardiner
Meath
As we have been in lockdown for most of the year and unable02/11/2021
to organise any
activity, we are having
preand post-Christmas
Draws for monetary
prizes to give
Birr, Co. Offaly
Wife of Andy
Kenny
Offaly
03/11/2021
something
back
to
our
members
who
continue
to
contribute
to
the
GSRMA
funds.
Finglas, Dublin
Daughter of Pat Cleary
Dublin North
07/11/2021
We wish all members the best of luck!
Ballincollig, Co. Cork

Sister of John Madden

Clare

08/11/2021

Father & Son Retirement: A memorable occasion took place in October when
Colm O’Leary,
GAR Sergeant-in-Charge
DA R E T I R E MatERosslare
N T S Harbour, decided to retire from
the force, and in doing so was creating a rather unusual occasion. Colm had been
preceded into retirement by his father John, who retired in March 1992 and is in
John
Colm O’Leary,
REG and
Nr
Name
Last Name
Station
good health, residing in Enniscorthy
with his wife Adelaide.
Wexford
Branch.
24164D
Michael Colm, who joined An Garda
Daly
Garda College
Síochána in October 1984,
served in Crumlin,
Bunbeg,
IT
Section
in
Garda
Headquarters
and
in
Wexford
Town.
He completed
25453C
Sean
McCole
Órán Mór
3622578K
years’ service in the Force.Denis
Dad John joined in 1959 and
served in Kill O’ the Grange,
Kilsheelan, Clonmel,
Beakey
Community Relations
Ballylooby and Mulinahone, Enniscorthy and Kiltealy in the Enniscorthy District up to his retirement.
24339F
Michael
Whitely
Stepaside
It was nice to see father and
son together for a nice photo
of the duo looking healthy
and happy on what is a
22585A
Airport members of the
really
memorable occasion to Michael
mark Colm’s retirement andHiggins
joining his father as one of Dublin
our newest
GSRMA
22358A Wexford Branch.
Michael
Whelan
Tramore
00591F

Angela

Mullooly

Roosky

History of Wexford Division: The branch is still
25122D
Richard
Condon
Kilmoganny
working away in the background on our ‘History of
22725M
Thomas
Cox
Ballaghaderreen
Wexford Division’. Our historian, Tom Miller, has
amassed
in draft form at present Feighery
25088M an amount of material
Thomas
Tallaght
and
we
also
have
information
on
members
who
served
25139K
Denis
Healy
Rathcormac
in all stations in the Wexford/Wicklow Division since
23707H
William
Armstrong
GNDOCB
the inception of the Force in 1922.
00246A
Aileen
O’Meara
Bridewell DMR
It is our intention to have the list as complete and
25254K
Denis
O’Donovan
SDU
comprehensive
as possible. We
greatly appreciate
any
further
available
information
even
if
it
is
only
to
let
24292F
Christopher
O’Connor
An Cheathrú Rua
us know those stations in which members served. We
25294H
Padraig
Kelleher
Mallow
would also like to know names of other members who
25182H
Daniel
Cleary
Employee Assistance Service
served
in those stations.
21920G
Martin
Fahy
North Western Region HQ
The book, when published, will contain anecdotal
information
on events, so if any
member has or knows of any
incident, we would be delighted
to hear from you.
25473H
Humphrey
O’Mahony
Anglesea Street
We23611L
will appreciate any furtherBrian
information, of which you may
be
aware
during
your
service,
whether
in your area or
McEntee
Ballybay
elsewhere in the division. Every little helps to complete the bigger picture, so why not become a part of this history
DeLong
Cabra
by24867C
offering your contribution! Henry
24519D
Derek
Dempsey
See you all in 2021 in hopefully better circumstances than we have experienced inIrishtown
2020.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly
‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of developments
across all branches.
If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see
included in the future, Contact Mick Lernihan, General Secretary,
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8 by post; e-mail
gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.
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Celebration of 60th Anniversary of July
1961 Class
On 6-7 October, retired members of the July 1961 Class,
together with their wives and partners, gathered at Sligo
Park Hotel to commemorate and celebrate their former
membership of An Garda Síochána.
The group underwent training in the Garda Depot,
Phoenix Park, while sleeping accommodation was
provided at Parkgate Hall. Class members got a late
surprise, when their station allocations were altered
very shortly before Passing Out, owing to tensions on the
border.
Fr. Tom Heavers, Rathcormack Parish, Co. Sligo, who
officiated at the memorial Mass, preached an inspiring
and uplifting sermon. Deceased members, and those
unable to attend for various reasons, were remembered.
Well merited thanks were expressed to management
and staff of Sligo Park Hotel for the excellence of
accommodation and provisions; St Raphael’s and St Pauls

Photo Request
In September 1984, a photographer (D/Inspector from
the Garda Technical Bureau) took several photos of
colleagues working on mainframe computer equipment
in the Computer Section in the Garda Depot. If anyone
has any copies to share, email GSRMA member Colm
O’Callaghan at colm.ocallaghan@btinternet.com.

Reunion Class of July 1961 (Photo courtesy of
William Keaveney, Dun Laoghaire Branch)
Garda Credit Unions for their support and Paudge
McGowan, for organising the event on behalf of his
classmates.

IPA Magazine
A health writer is looking for information on the
fitness tests that were in the job over the decades
and how they have changed over time. If interested,
please email Edel Corcoran at edelcorcoran7@
hotmail.com.

50th Anniversary Reunion for 1972 Class
Covid-19 permitting, it is hoped to hold a 50-Year Reunion of the March 1972 Class sometime in 2022. If interested
then please contact John Mullins at 087-3288367 email: johnkevinmullins@gmail.com, or John Duffy on 0863866559 email johnduffyhds1@gmail.com.

Back Row (l-r): John Mullins, Peter Finn, Colum Murray, James Gavigan, John Kennedy, Tom Flanagan, Gerry
Nohilly, John Noonan, Ted Murphy, Bill Garvey, Joe Murphy. Eddie Dwyer. Kevin McEvoy and Pat Scully.
Third Row (l-r): Paudie Conlon, Dan Brislane, Mick Tierney, Eamon Fitzgerald, Jim Flanagan, Ritchie McCarthy,
James Kildea, John Duffy, Pat Byrne, Larry O’Connor. Mick McGrath, Martin Maguire, Maurice Farrell and Noel
Canning. Second Row (l-r): Sgt John Long, J.J. Barry, Ritchie Ryan, Christy Hennessy, Sgt Tom Murphy, Sgt
Eamon Kingston, Austin Foran, Mattie Conlon, Tom Gallagher, Henry Byrne, Mick Dineen and Tom Linehan.
Front Row (l-r): Denis O’Neill, Mick Hughes, Andy McDonagh, Tim Doody, Paul Fox, Denis Dolan, P.J. Curran,
Declan O’Rourke, Brendan Martin, Mick O’Connor, Mick Sweeney and Joe Kiernan.
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GSRMA Email Updates
Had you an eircom.net email address and
changed it? If you changed your email
address from eircom.net or any other
provider, please contact GSRMA House with
the update and you will receive all GSRMA
communications.
A recent review has found a lot of email
addresses are bouncing back – not live.
So, to update your personal details please
contact us at 01-4781525 (voicemail) and/or
email your details to info@gardaretired.com.
Don’t forget to notify the IPA, Medical Aid,
Credit Unions and Benevolent Trust, as well if
applicable.

Annual Retired Officers’ Lunch
As 2022 is the 100th Anniversary of An Garda Síochána, how
many retired officers are interested in resuming the annual
lunch that was held at Garda HQ up to 2019? As it’s uncertain
if the pre-Covid lunch will resume in the Officers’ Club, perhaps
retired members should organise their own lunch, and to
choose a new venue, more central, to accommodate everyone.
All this could be decided at a later date. In the meantime,
Sean Corcoran would like to know just how many would be
interested meeting for a lunch and engage with their old
comrades and friends and returning to the type of outing we
used to enjoy so much in the past. Most of us also have access
to free travel! So, if you are interested, please contact Sean
Corcoran on 087-7579542 or email lcorcoran46@gmail.com.

Golf Competition September 2021
A golf tournament for retired members took
place in September at the New Forest Golf
Club near Tyrellspass after the hiatus of
Covid-19 pandemic put paid to the event in
2020. Many members travelled from all over
the country to meet up and play with and
against their former colleagues and a great
day was had by all.
The winning team represented retired
members from the Limerick area and
congratulations for a very fine win. The
organisers wish to thank St Paul’s Garda
Credit Union for sponsoring the tournament,
and it was great that so many made it onto the
fairways. Make this a date for 2022 in your
diary and catch up with your buddies from
down the years.

The winning team from Limerick pictured with sponsors and event
organiser (l-r): Pat Coakley, Paraic Clarke, Noel Maxwell of St
Paul’s Garda Credit Union, Joe Walsh and Barry Walshe, organiser.
(Photograph courtesy of Ger Dillane, Cork City Branch)

Additional Information
on Photo (Autumn
2021, Page 75)
Station Party in Glenties 1951
– the first Garda on the righthand side of photograph is Joe
Wilson, who went by his name
in Irish under T.P.S. McLiam, He
retired as Chief Superintendent
of Sligo/Leitrim. Possibly Joe
Noonan is third on the right.
(Additional information supplied
by Hugh Gallagher, Sligo/
Leitrim Branch).
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Additional Information on Photo (Summer
2020)
Names for the members of Class of March 1969 who
featured in Summer 2020:
Back Row (l-r): Joe Young, Paddy Walsh, John
O’Donoghue, Denis Connolly, Christy Ryan, Michael
Kirrane and Michael Shaughnessy. Third Row (l-r):
Paddy Whelan, Kieran Clancy, Arnold Mahon, Bernie
Nash, Denis Naughton and Donal Corkery.
Second Row (l-r): Donal Cullinane, Willie Keogh,
Des Fay, Sergeant Ml McMahon, Sergeant Liam
Wall, Liam Heneghan and Des Reay. Front Row (l-r):
Pat Hartnett, Bernie Hanley, Christy McGrath, Peter
Canavan, Michael Kileen and Tom Leen.
(Names courtesy of Willie Keogh, Wexford Branch)

Request for Assistance from Garda HQ
In advance of next year’s centenary celebrations of An Garda Síochána, Garda HQ is currently compiling a list of all
members who have passed away whilst serving in order to commemorate their memory. Both the GSRMA and Garda
HQ are aware of those listed on the Roll of Honour and many others in recent times.
Garda HQ is particularly keen to receive emails from members and families who have lost a member of An
Garda Síochána during their service especially in the earlier years of the Force where records are scant. If you can
assist then please email Mary at repository_national@garda.ie with the name of the member and if known the
deceased’s Registered Number, Rank and Year of Death.

GSRMA House Website Winner
Congratulations to David Ennis, Kildare North Branch [19658D], who is the GSRMA Website Winner and wins €50
into the bargain!

Winter Caption Competition

Autumn Caption Competition Winner

Pictured at Dowra Garda Station in 1926 (Patrick
Cleary is second from the left).
So, using a maximum of 20 words for the Winter
Caption Competition – ‘What did the Sergeant on
the left say to the others?’ Entries (one per person
only) can be emailed to editor@gardaretired.
com or posted to ‘The Editor’, 5 Harrington Street,
Dublin D08 AE6X on or before 28 January 2022.

The Autumn Caption Competition winner is William Blayney, Naas
Branch, who bags himself €50 for submitting the caption: ‘OK.
Where was the last place you saw your cap?’

Acting the Maggot in Dowra (1926)
(Courtesy of Michael Cleary, Dun Laoghaire
Branch)
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