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EDITORIAL COMMENT

LET YOUR VOICES BE
HEARD!
Be a part of the GSRMA’s ‘Capturing Our History’ project and do not let your voices, your
memories and those of your family be lost. We owe it to our brave 89 members whose
names appear on our Roll of Honour; we owe it to our founding members and we owe it to
ourselves as former members and family members of An Garda Síochána.

T

he cover of the Autumn edition displays the loyalty of
An Garda Síochána to the Irish State and particularly
so during its formative years. One of these photos below
shows the newly arrived Civic Guards in Kilmallock, Co.
Limerick in 1922 taking over the policing duties from the
disbanded RIC.
These were tough times for the new Civic Guard
to establish law and order in the face of the threat of
Civil War. Shortly before the Kilmallock photograph,
Commissioner Michael Staines and Chief Superintendent

Mathias McCarthy led a group of Civic Guards through
the Palace Gate of Dublin Castle on 17 August 1922 and
the rest is history.

Commissioner Michael Staines and Chief Supt
Mathias McCarthy lead the Civic Guard into Dublin
Castle on 17 August 1922. (Courtesy: RTÉ Archives).
This history continued with many notable events since
then to the present day. This history is so important to
the GSRMA, An Garda Síochána and the Irish State. An
Garda Síochána will be 100 years old in 2022, from the
first meeting chaired by Michael Collins in Room 85 of the
Gresham Hotel at 7pm on 9 February 1922.
We are recalling our history to provide you, An Garda
Síochána and the Irish people with a rich, comprehensive
and thought-provoking account of policing in Ireland
through the voices and reminisces of its members in the
GSRMA’s Oral History Project – Capturing our History
1922-2022.
Be a part of this project – contact your Branch and
GSRMA House with your memorabilia and photographs
and share this rich history. As one of the projects
interviewers recently stated – ‘If it’s not recorded now, it
will be lost’.

First station party at Kilmallock, Co. Limerick
in 1922.

Mick Lernihan,
Editor
Autumn 2021
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BRAY BRANCH NEWS
Bray Promenade:
Greeting from the
sunny climes of Bray
in North Wicklow
– nowhere could
be finer than Bray
and its surrounds
during the current
great spell of warm
weather.

The promenade along
Bray’s seafront in July.

Sudden Passing
of Sgt Lohan:
Members of the Bray
Branch who had
served in the DMR
East Division were
shocked to hear of
the sudden passing
of Seamie Lohan on
12 July last. Seamie
arrived in Dun Laoghaire in 1980 as a newly promoted
Sergeant, following his high-profile arrest of the
murderer of Lord Louis Mountbatten and others in 1979.
He had the unenviable task of supervising Unit A,
which included the current General Secretary, Mick
Lernihan, as well as other Dun Laoghaire and Bray
Branch members such as Tom Flynn, Timmy Walsh and
Noel Monaghan. Seamie is fondly remembered in this
neck of the woods – Codail go sámh a Seamus.
Centenary Celebrations: Branch member John Clancy
has been appointed Branch Centenary Officer for the
GSRMA Centenary Project – welcome aboard John.
With a keen interest in Garda history, on his initial
trawl of branch members John was supplied with this
photograph which shows the Ashford Garda Station
party in 1925.
The Sergeant in the front centre is Sergeant Wm
Motherway [4372], the father of long time Branch

Pictured outside Ashford Station c.1925 (Seated l-r):
Garda G. Fuller, Sergeant Wm Motherway 4372, Garda
Cross. (Standing l-r): Gardaí W Geraghty and N Foran.

Member Denis ‘Dinny’ Motherway, formerly of the Water
Unit and the ‘Rock.
We know there are many other photos and items
out there, so please get in contact with John or any of
the committee. We intend to mark the occasion with a
publication of a record of An Garda Síochána and the
GSRMA in this area, so your contributions will be vital
to its success. Start searching please. We are looking
forward to 2022 and our celebrations.
Coffee Mornings: The committee has met via zoom
and lately outdoors for the cup of coffee and looks
forward to the resumption of Branch Meetings in a safe,
controlled environment from September onwards. So,
keep an eye on WhatsApp and Group Texts for more
information. Slán uainn don eagrán seo ón nGairdín na
hÉireann agus coinnigh slán sábháilte. Go dtí an chéad
eagrán eile.

CARLOW BRANCH NEWS
Hope in Sight: As this edition of Síocháin is posted it
will be over 18 months since the outbreak of Covid-19 in
Ireland. Unfortunately, there is no end in sight what with
numbers of infections rising again due to the Delta variant.
However, hopefully vaccinations will help prevent
serious illness or deaths. Hospitality is beginning to
re-open and when it is again safe to meet up for coffee
mornings etc. the message will go out to branch members.
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Keep in Touch: In the meantime, members are
reminded to keep in touch with each other. If you
need to talk or need assistance, be sure to contact
a fellow branch member by phone or other means,
and everything will be done to help you.
Let’s keep the camaraderie and friendships
alive that we enjoyed while part of the Garda
organisation.
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GSRMA Carlow Members: 20 Years Certificate of Appreciation

John Kelly, Chairman of Carlow Branch and Bill Casey, Carlow
were presented with their Certificates of Appreciation by Supt
Anthony Farrell, Baltinglass. Anthony is a son in law of John Kelly.

Owen Cooney, Baltinglass, was presented with his
Certificate of Appreciation by Supt Anthony Farrell,
Baltinglass, outside the local station.

CASTLEBAR BRANCH NEWS
Sudden Passing of Branch Chairman: The shock that
reverberated within the Castlebar Branch on 12 July
last, as well as in many other locations nationally and
indeed internationally, at the
very sad news of the sudden
passing of Castlebar Branch
Chairman, Seamie Lohan, a
legend in An Garda Síochána
and in GSRMA circles.
In 1979, Seamie was
a Garda in Granard, Co.
Longford when his alertness
forced him to stop a vehicle
while on duty there. This
Seamie Lohan
was in the hours before the
explosion that ripped apart
Lord Louis Mountbatten’s pleasure boat off the coastline
at Mullaghmore, Co. Sligo killing Mountbatten and
three others. His alertness led to the arrest of Thomas
McMahon, the only person ever convicted of the murder
of Lord Mountbatten and three others in 1979.
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Predeceased
by his daughter
Elizabeth and
sisters Maureen
and Alicoque,
Seamie is deeply
mourned and
sadly missed by
his wife Kathleen,
daughters Marie,
Christine and
Murder of Lord Mountbatten
Helena, son
James, brother John, sister Nuala and a huge circle of
friends, former colleagues, and neighbours inside and
outside the GSRMA nationally.
Seamie will be fondly remembered all over Ireland
but especially in Mayo, Longford and in Dun Laoghaire
where he arrived in 1980 on promotion to the rank of
Sergeant.

Slán a chara agus ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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CLARE BRANCH NEWS
Staying Active: Wonderful weather, vaccines on
demand, outdoor and indoor dining ... things are looking
up! Let’s hope it continues at a pace while keeping in
mind our own safety and the safety of our colleagues
and friends.
Knowing that our serving Gardaí remain at our call,
such knowledge continues to give us all that extra
feeling of support. In that air of confidence, many
colleagues stay active in their own way – some lucky
enough to be more active than others – asking for
some experiences. So, here’s one received from Cecilia
O’Sullivan…..

“Hi Billy, since last
Cecilia
year I have been
O’Sullivan
keeping active.
on her bike.
I was swimming
(Photo
most mornings in
courtesy
the sea (before my
of Irene
O’Sullivan)
daughter started
work) and a great
way to start the
day. My neighbour
would arrive
around 10am-11am
and we would
watch our local
Mass through the
website. After Mass we would both do a ‘Joe Wicks
10-minute work out for Seniors’.

“In the afternoon, I would spend some time in the
garden and get lots of enjoyment growing vegetables
and flowers in the polytunnel and then transplanting
them out in the garden. Back swimming again since
lockdown has been lifted and delighted to say got
my two vaccines. Also last year when we could travel
outside our county I and three of my daughters went to
Cavan for a few days. There I cycled on water!!“
Guard of Honour: In June, we were saddened by
the unexpected death of branch member Gerry Barry.
Friends of Gerry, who hailed from Glengarriff, formed a
Guard of Honour as he left his Ennis home and on his
arrival at St Peter and Paul Cathedral. We extend our
sincere sympathies to Josephine and family on their
very sad loss. May Gerry Rest in Peace.
Continuing the tradition of remembering our deceased
colleagues in November, Mass arrangements are being
made for its resumption this year - let’s hope all goes
well.
Centenary Shout-out: Our Centenary Year is fast
approaching and the big shout-out is still there
for photos, stories, and tales. Check out ‘Archive
Snapshots’ in this issue for a 1966 photo, which no
doubt will bring back a smile and a memory. Do you
have any more like it? A celebration day planned
for next year is being co-ordinated by our serving
colleagues together with the Clare Branch. Stay in
Touch and Stay Safe!

CORK CITY BRANCH NEWS
Adapting to Changing Times: Cork City Branch
continues to introduce new methods during the covid
pandemic with a view to giving service to an expanding
membership. While organised walks, indoor meetings
and group day trips are cancelled, the Great Outdoors is
looking attractive.
Lark in the Park: Summer arrived on schedule
on Friday 18 June when retired colleagues from
Gurranabraher Garda District assembled on the banks
of the Lee in Ballincollig Regional Park, organised
to mark the retirement of Cahirciveen native Garda
Eamonn Fitzgerald.
With Eamonn’s Kerry football pedigree it was no
surprise that the vast majority of those in attendance
had loyalty to the Kingdom. Denis Cahill excelled as
MC while Joe Long was honoured with making the
presentation.
All enjoyed refreshments provided by Chio Mobile
Café. The 90-minute ‘Lark in the Park’ ended with
8 Síocháin

Eamonn giving a beautiful rendition of ‘The Boys of
Barr na Shráide’ which, no doubt, brought back fond
memories of his native place and the hunting of the
wren.

Pictured in Ballincollig (l-r): Joe Long, Tom O’Driscoll, Tom
Barry, Eamonn Fitzgerald, Michael Bambury, Pat O’ Connell.
(Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork Branch Secretary)

Recent Retirements: Best wishes to John Sharkey,
Joe O’Connor, Tom O’Halloran, Martin Hennigan, Pat
Harrington, Seán Lee, Brendan Murphy, John Flynn,
John Aherne, Eoghan Healy and John Lehane who
retired recently. We welcome them all into the GSRMA.
Fe de Errata: Cork Association News, Page 10

Summer 2021 Síocháin. Typo surname error – to read:
Our thanks to Mary Doody for singing: ‘The Dear Little
Shamrock’, to Mary Morrissey for ‘ If We Only Had Old
Ireland Over Here’, to Jim Hearly for ‘The Bold Thady
Quill’ and to Sandra Lewis for her beautiful rendition of
‘The Rocks of Bawn’. We pray that next year we will be
able to be able to gather to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

CORK WEST BRANCH NEWS
Zoom: The Branch held two wellattended zoom meetings in March and
June 2021.
Bereavements: Four of our members
were called to their eternal reward during
the year – Jim Lawton (Bandon), Dan
O’Callaghan (Adrigole), Ned Cleary
(Castletownshend) and Colin Collins,
(Kinsale). May they Rest in Peace.
New Members: We are delighted to
have five new members on board this
year so far, Máire Uí Cheallacháin
(Adrigole/Killarney), Noel Bambury
(Bandon), Patrick Harrington
(Carrigrohane), Donal McCarthy
(Innishannon) and Pat Meany
(Macroom).
Certificates of Appreciation: The
branch had a most enjoyable outdoor
lunch on 23 June last at the West
Cork Hotel, Skibbereen, which was
attended by 18 members where 20-year
Certificates of Appreciation and lapel
pins were presented to Jeremiah O’Neill
and Dan O’Callaghan (posthumously).
The presentations were made by Branch
Chairman Liam Ryan. Following lunch
an informative tour of Skibbereen was
provided by the historian of Skibbereen
Heritage Centre, Philip O’Regan, who
gave a fantastic talk on life during the
Great Famine in the local area.
New Date for Branch Trip: A trip to
Bantry and Whiddy Island, originally
planned for 22 July, had to be cancelled
in the interests of health and safety, due
to the intense heat that week. A new
date is due to be announced for this
outing.
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Chairman Liam Ryan presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Jeremiah
O’Neill.

Chairman Liam Ryan presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Oliver Goggin
(Branch Secretary) on behalf of the O’Callaghan Family.

Branch members pictured on the famine walk around Skibbereen (l-r): Dan
Harrington, Hugh Daly, John Dwyer, Fachtna O’Donovan, John Foley, Finbarr
O’Shea, Myra McCarthy, Con McCarthy, Oliver Goggin, Donie Fenton and
Kathleen Sheehan.

Coombe Women & Infants University
Hospital recognising the contribution of
An Garda Síochána
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DONEGAL SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: It looks like confidence is coming
back and people are ready to dip their toe in the water.
Following phone calls within the branch, a coffee
morning took place on Wednesday 1 September in The
Harbour Restaurant in Donegal Town.
Social-Cabaret Night: On 15 September, a social/
cabaret night will take place at Harvey’s Point Hotel,
Donegal. This annual event has proved very popular
with our members and is always well attended. Our
members look forward to it.

Annual Mass for Deceased Members: Due to phone
calls with members in North Donegal, a joint meeting will
take place with a view to holding our Annual Christmas
Mass for Deceased Members followed by a social night.
That should take us into the New Year where we hope
to have some away days on our calendar.
South Donegal Centenary Officer: South Donegal
Branch has nominated David Tuthill as our Centenary
Officer. The first meeting has taken place and the
outcome of the meeting has been circulated to our
members for suggestions/comments to be discussed at
the next meeting.
This is just the start of things to come, so we appeal
to our members to assist this and the GSRMA’s Oral
History Project by rooting out the old photos and
artefacts and send then to David Tuthill. They will be
returned in course. In the meantime – Keep safe and
we’ll get there.

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH NEWS
First Committee meeting since March 2020
lockdown: As Branch Secretary Christy Lonergan
stated in his text advising on the first face-to-face
meeting “it’s a long time but time to meet” and so it was.
We met at the Skylon Hotel where a suitable room was
made available by hotel manager Paul Fitzpatrick.
Our usual venue at Dublin City University was not yet
available. Ten members of our committee were present,
while Central Committee members John O’Brien and
Frank Fitzpatrick were not present due to important
meeting of the Central Committee.

The joy of meeting face to face was very exciting but
nevertheless, we had robust and frank discussions on
matters on the agenda and look forward to continuing
with such meetings in the future. Hopefully now as we
get into the Autumn and Winter months, all of our other
activities will follow as planned.
Congratulations to Central Committee: At times we
are very slow to be positive and acknowledge the work
done by our Central Committee (CC) in protecting and
securing our pensions amongst other valuable activity. It
is much easier to be negative and critical.
However, our committee praised the CC for securing
our rightful entitlement to the pension increase in rent
allowance that our serving members secured in 2018.
The Government refused to pay the pensioners until the
CC decided to bring the Government before the Courts.
That is now conceded and will appear in our pay checks
in due course. Thanks and well-done to the Central
Committee.
Living with Covid 19: As most of the restrictions
imposed by the Government are now being relaxed and
our people are now vaccinated, it’s a question of living
with the pandemic rather than be afraid of it. So, we can
get on with enjoying our life and wish our members a
safe and happy autumn/winter.
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FIND YOUR

FREEDOM
WITH 10% OFF

Garda Síochána
Member Offer

GET 10% OFF

This card entitles members to

10% OFF* ALL SERVICES
in any Peter Mark salon.

Valid until the 30/11/2021. *T&C’s apply.

*Discount is only available with this bar-code & is non-transferable
to 3rd parties. Offer is not accepted for retail sales, salon training
classes & cannot be used in conjunction with any other
hairdressing offers/promotions. The offer ends the 30/11/2021.

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Pension payments: At long last, FEMPI has finished.
Ongoing since 2008, most members have lost
thousands of euro due to the pension cuts and with no
pension rise since 2008 and the rise in the cost of living
was not helping either.
Various Governments have shown little or no regard
for the long-term welfare of pensioners. This writer had
over €30,000 deducted since 2008 and only stopped at
the end of June 2021.
Those who are currently sick, at home or in hospital,
we wish all a speedy recovery. To those who, due to
Covid, missed birthdays with family, there are better
days ahead.
Since the last edition of Síocháin, we have sadly
lost a long-valued Branch members, John V. Kennedy,
James Flynn, Henry A Murphy, Kieran Brennan, William
Ryan, Michael Quinn, Maeve O’Keefe, Kevin Duffin.
Garda Centenary Plans: Currently, this Branch is
liaising with the Chief Superintendent in the DMR
South (Crumlin) and the Chief Superintendent, South
Central (Kevin St.), in order to research and plan for the
Centenary of An Garda Síochána in 2022.
Please contact your Branch Secretary with ideas,
stories, documents and photographs to assist in
contributing to a successful event. It is your history and
organisation; we owe it to the past and the future.
New members: We welcome new members who have
joined in the past three months. We wish you all long
life, good health and happiness into retirement.
Since Covid-19 struck in March 2020, we all have

deployed our energies in various tasks, such as DIY,
cycling, gardening or de-cluttering the house when
travel was restricted. It is amazing what we hold,
willingly or not. I recently located all my epaulettes from
my early service. They included 386B, 64A, 391B, 15W
and 25A. Coupled with these, I located the old cape with
buttons and chain intact.
Skelligs Lighthouse: We must commend John Dwyer
for his article on the construction of the lighthouse on
the Skelligs in the last edition. I will encourage all to
visit the lighthouse or if not to take a cruise around
the island. The views from the top of the island are
amazing, but make sure you go to the toilet before
arrival, as there’s no loo on the Island!
John Dwyer mentioned that he departed to the
Skelligs from Portmagee. There is a famous story in
the history of An Garda Síochána when Commissioner
Garvey undertook a nationwide tour accompanied by
future Commissioner Crowley. When they arrived at
Portmagee Station, there was no one to meet them
although a member was seen attending the rear garden.
When future Commissioner Crowley returned
with the member and following a conversation with
Commissioner Garvey, the sole member dressed in
wellingtons, short sleeves rolled up, no collar etc…
extended his hand to the Commissioner and orated the
following: “You are welcome to Portmagee Station, Mr
Costigan”. The Commissioner and Chief Superintendent
Crowley left, never to return!
Keep well, keep safe, keep positive and keep in
touch with your branch colleagues.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH NEWS
Meeting in a safe environment: With restrictions now being
eased, the Branch Committee hopes to resume some social
activities soon. However, we’re mindful of recent developments
with changes in variants and the fact that people are still urged
to remain vigilant in the weeks ahead as relaxations are being
eased. The Committee will continue to monitor the situation with
the view to meeting in a safe environment.
Certificate of Appreciation: At a recent committee meeting
our Chairman Edward (Ed) Ryan presented committee member
Bobby Ellis with a Certificate of Appreciation for his many years
of loyal service to Dun Laoghaire Branch (pictured right).
Sergeant Seamie Lohan: The committee remembered the late
Seamus Lohan who died unexpectedly in July. He served for a
period in Dun Laoghaire following his promotion to Sergeant.
Seamus
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‘The DRHE would like to thank to An Garda
Síochána for their continued support, assistance
and co-operation.
The Dublin Region Homeless Executive in
partnership with Dublin Simon Outreach team
and the Peter McVerry Trust Intake team work
assertively with people sleeping rough in the
Dublin Region and support them into emergency
accommodation.

Tell us about someone
sleeping rough. The
information you
provide will help
our street outreach
teams, run by Dublin
Simon Community for
the DRHE, to locate
the person and offer
support.

Play your part by alerting us
to anyone you see sleeping
rough.
Download the Dublin Rough Sleeper
A service provided by
Alerts App:

A service provided by

did the State some service at a time when relations with
the UK was at a low ebb. His alertness at a checkpoint
in 1979 led directly to the only conviction in the IRA
murder of Lord Louis Mountbatten.
Branch Chairman Ed Ryan represented Dun
Laoghaire Branch at the three-hour ceremony at St
Joseph’s Church in Shrule, South Mayo. He saw at
first hand the shock of a close-knit family and the local
community in his adopted village of Shrule, where he
and his family have resided for the past 40 years. It was
evident that Seamus contributed so much to the local
community in sport and social activities.

Scene from Mullaghmore in 1979,
with boat debris from ‘Shadow V’.

The Castlebar and Ballina Branches were well
represented and joined by many members from
all parts of the country. Also spotted representing
the GSRMA was President, Matt Givens and some
Central Committee members, while the Gardaí were
represented by Claremorris-based Mayo native Supt
Gabriel Moran who has seen service in the London Met
and PSNI.
He was joined by members from most stations in
the Division. The village came to standstill for a second
time as the cortege moved in the sweltering sunshine
past a field of new mown hay to the final resting place
in the local cemetery. A light had gone out for a closeknit family, while a community and county had lost a
legendary figure. May he be at peace.
Bereavement: It is with regret that the Branch also
announced the death of James (Jim) McLoughlin,
[09922H] on Friday 6 August last. Jim, who was 98,
was our senior man. A native of Lacken Strand, Ballina,
Co. Mayo, he joined An Garda Síochána in 1946,
and retired 40 years later, having served in Lad Lane,
Harcourt Terrace, Pearse Street and Bridewell Garda
Stations. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

DUNDALK BRANCH NEWS
Adapting to the new norm: Like members everywhere,
retired members in Dundalk are doing their best to live their
lives as normally as they can with this dreadful Covid-19
virus. It is amazing how not only the world has changed
but also how we as individuals have had to adapt to what
appears to be the new norm.
Since March 2020, the branch has had to cancel monthly
coffee mornings, which were always well attended and very
enjoyable, while visits to retired members have also ceased.
With the recent changes in the restrictions, our coffee
mornings will get underway in the next couple of weeks.
Last year was a very important one for some of our
members; 21 branch members were awarded the GSRMA
20-Year Service Lapel Pin. Due to the restrictions at the
time, we were unable to meet the recipients to congratulate
them on their great achievement and to thank them for their
service to the people of Ireland and their commitment to
our organisation. We’re currently organising a presentation
where we can all get together to show our appreciation to
these members.
Annual Mass: Approaching the end of 2021, we will
attend our Annual Mass for Deceased Members, and look
forward with great eagerness and hope for the future. In the
meantime – Keep Safe and Keep Well.
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SEPAM is an expert, global
engineering and full service
project management firm.
On a national level SEPAM has the ability to deliver
program management solutions for small to mediumsized projects for clients. For larger scale and mega
projects either locally or globally, we collaborate with
major Project Management companies and Engineering
Procurement Construction companies to

deliver successful and safe projects.
SEPAM are actively recruiting
Send your resume to recruitment@sepam.

com if you would like the opportunity to join the team.

SEPAM is inspired by innovation and we excel at
delivering:
• Program Management Completion Services
• Integrated Technology Solutions
• Advanced Project Engineering & Construction
(E&C) Solutions

� info@sepam.com

PHONE-ALT +353 (0)52 618 3600

� SEPAM Group HQ, 41-44 Cusack House, Irishtown, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary E91 KD72

Visit our website at www.sepam.com

DUNGARVAN BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning Resumes: Having been kept apart for
2020 and half of 2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions, our
branch celebrated the new public health regulations,
which came into effect on Monday 26 July with a coffee
morning that very day.
Our last pre-Covid event was on 19 December 2019
when we held our Christmas get together as reported
in the Spring edition 2020 of Síocháin. Who would have
ever thought then that it would be 18 months before
our next event? Well, it could be said that it was worth
waiting for!
Fully vaccinated members, spouses and friends –

12 in total – gathered at the well-appointed and laid
out open-air weather-proof facility at Clancy’s Bar &
Guesthouse, Tallow which is operated by the family
of branch member Sean Clancy. Tea/coffee, scones
and all the trimmings were enjoyed by all in pleasant
surroundings and the opportunity to have an unmasked
chin wag with former colleagues and friends.
Branch Chairman, Michael Blake, addressed the
gathering, welcoming everyone, remarking on the
unprecedented times we were living in and looking
forward to a swift safe return to normal Branch activities,
which is to have an event on a monthly basis.

NAAS BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Morning: On Thursday 26 July, the Branch
held an outdoor coffee morning in the Westgrove Hotel
and those members who joined were delighted to have
some form of activities planned once again and it was
great to meet for a chat.
Annual Mass & Christmas Dinner: We have
booked our Annual Mass and Christmas Dinner in the
Westgrove for 29 November next and Covid restrictions
permitting, we will look forward to a lovely evening of
good food and a nice get-together after all this time.
It will also be good to remember our deceased
members at the Mass and give thanks for our health
and wellbeing. The evening will commence at 5pm with
tea/coffee and members who only wish to attend the
Mass are most welcome, while dinner will be served at
7pm. We will keep you updated on this event nearer to
the date as it is so hard to plan ahead.

Centenary Celebrations: As you may be aware, 2022
is a very significant year in the history of An Garda
Síochána as we will celebrate the centenary of the
Force. The Naas Branch is planning ahead as Kildare
held such an important part in our Garda history. We
will have a wonderful program of celebration and events
organised and will be working closely with the serving
members in the area.
We hope that our members and your families will
participate, and we can proudly look back on our shared
history. We will have more definite plans organised later
in the year and will keep you posted in the Winter issue
of ‘Siocháin’.
We hope that some members in the area will have
some memorabilia that if they could loan to us, we
would be very grateful, you can contact any member of
the Branch Committee to organise this. We look forward
to the Autumn and hopefully a return to more normal
days. Until then keep safe and well.

NENAGH BRANCH NEWS
Branch Bereavement: We open our news in this
edition with the sad news of the loss of our ‘Senior
Man’ in the Branch – James Burke [09670K]
Ballygrauige Road, Nenagh and formerly of Partry,
Co. Mayo. James’s death is deeply regretted by
his loving wife Catherine and cherished sons
John, Peter (Retired AGS), Seamus and Kieran.
We extend our deepest condolences to the Burke
Family on their loss – Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam
dílis.
Isn’t it great to see the freedoms that are slowly
coming our way with the lockdowns easing and
we can travel that bit further afield in the current
fine weather. Hopefully the Branch will be back in
business in the coming weeks and can plan for

The late James Burke.
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THE ROYAL HOSPITAL
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Revenue Charity No. CHY 982
Morehampton Road, Dublin 4
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support in keeping patients, residents and staff safe and secure.

easure to welcome the Garda Band in December 2020 to provide Covid-safe
nment for everyone here. We look forward to welcoming them back as soon as

The RHD Board have adopted the exciting goal of making the entire 13.5 acre site
into a modern ‘Integrated Care Campus’ for the public, incorporating
•
•
•
•
•
•

General practice
HSE Primary Care
High quality public In-patient and day hospital rehabilitation
HIQA-standard Residential Care in a brand new building
Supported housing
Open spaces for public use

Donations continue to play a crucial role in supporting the work of the Hospital
and are always gratefully received. They can be made directly on the hospital
website at www.rhd.ie, or to The Friends www.friendsofrhd.ie.
Planning has been now submitted for a new Primary Care Centre, illustrated below.

A BIG

thank
You
The Royal Hospital Donnybrook
would like to express our
sincere appreciation to An
Garda Síochána for their
on-going support in keeping
patients, residents and staff
safe and secure.
It was our great pleasure to
welcome the Garda Band in
December 2020 to provide
Covid-safe Christmas
entertainment for everyone
here. We look forward to
welcoming them back as soon
as possible!

our Annual Remembrances and Christmas
function.
On one such trip to Kilkee in West Clare,
GSRMA President and Nenagh Branch
Member, Matt Givens bumped into his
Naas Branch colleague and former Garda
Commissioner, Paddy Culligan where they
posed for ‘Síocháin’ – looking well gents,
looking well!
Slán for now from Nenagh Branch and we
look forward to further easing of restriction
and the resumption of near normality over the
autumn months.

Matt Givens and Paddy Culligan

MONAGHAN BRANCH NEWS
Bereavement: Sadly, Monaghan Branch lost one of
its longest serving and loyal members on 6 July last,
with the death of Vincent Heavin – a retired Detective
Garda [14589M] from Castleblayney Garda Station. A
Branch member since 1997, Vincent was a native of
Ories, Fardrum, Athlone, Co. Westmeath and served
previously at Bawnboy and Castleblayney Stations.
Vincent passed away peacefully in the care of
his loving family and Monaghan Branch extends its
deepest condolences to his beloved wife Mary, his
adored children Eddie, Faela, Robert, Marese, Dermot
and Auriel, daughters-in-law Paula, Roisin and Ana,
sons-in-law Brian and Stephen and his 12 precious
grandchildren.
A large attendance was present as the funeral
cortège left from the family home on Thursday morning,
8 July arriving at St. Mary’s Church, Castleblayney.
Blackhill Emerald GAA Club: A book titled ‘The
Blackhill Story’ charting the 100-year history of the
Blackhill Emerald GAA Club in
Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan
is now available to buy and was
written by Monaghan Branch
member Tom Griffin. The native
of Kerry, who had served over
30 years at Castleblayney
Garda Station, retired in 2003.
Since then, Tom has kept
himself busy in many
community projects but none more so than his
beloved Blackhill Emerald GAA Club. Tom was ably
assisted in this project by another retired member from
Castleblayney Garda Station – Retired Garda John
Fallon.
The Blackhill Emerald GAA Club was founded in
December 1916. The book highlights the

various activities and
achievements of the club
since its formation and
features lots of photos and
illustrations.
One of the club’s
founders and most influential
members was Monaghan’s
greatest athlete of the 20th
century—John ‘The Runner’
McGough and its first
President.
The book is available
in many shops in the
Castleblayney area and
through the Blackhill
Emerald GAA Club. Congratulations to Tom and John
on their excellent work.
Appointment of Centenary Officer: We are delighted
to announce that our fellow branch member Eamonn
White has been appointed as the Centenary Officer
for the Monaghan Branch. Eamonn is appointed
exofficio to represent and assist the Branch Committee
and he will be the port of call for all matters relating to
the Centenary of An Garda Siochana at Branch Level
He will also be the point-of-contact with our Serving
Members who are planning for commemorative events
at Divisional Level come 2022.
Eamonn brings with him a wealth of experience in
such matters having served on similar committees not
only within his role as a member of An Garda Siochana
and AGSI but also for many community and sporting
organisations.
We welcome Eamon onto the Branch
Committee and wish him every success in this new and
challenging role.
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Annual Mass: Branch activity has been curtailed for
the past year with committee meetings taking place by
phone or via zoom. However, as normality continues
to gather pace, it is hoped that all branch members
can once again gather in November for our Annual
Mass and social gathering at the Glencarn Hotel,
Castleblayney.

It is our intention to resume this annual event as an
opportunity to remember and pray for our deceased
members and family/friends and gather once again
together in a social setting to enjoy a good meal and
chat. More details will be circulated as the year and
events progress.

OFFALY BRANCH NEWS
Coffee Mornings: Back to normal – well, Tuesday 3
August arrived and we had our first coffee morning
since last October. It was delightful to see ten hardy
individuals arrive in the Court Hotel and the warm
welcome for our group from the hotel staff members.
You may well ask what we do in our one-hour meeting.
In truth we must admit – very little – but it was just the
pleasure of meeting and catching up with local news.

Centenary Celebrations: We discussed a project
which we hope to complete for the Garda Centenary
Celebrations in 1922. Progress is being made and we
hope to bring it to fruition. We also discussed a day trip
but postponed it until further discussion on that and we
see how Covid behaves over the next few weeks.
We intended to take a group photograph but due to
camera failure, we confined it to two photographs, so
we missed a few of the attendees. Hopefully we’ll do
better next time!

J. Keane, P. Kelly and M. Connor.

W. O’Grady, M. Gillespie and J. Hopkins.

ROSCOMMON BRANCH NEWS
Keeping in touch: As with most branches, activity has
remained quiet due to Covid. All our members who wish
to be vaccinated are now hopefully covered, giving us
some hope and solace for the future.
We’ve been unable to hold branch meetings for
some time. However, we hope to have some committee
meetings in the near future and have had to keep in
touch by phone in this respect.
Christmas Dinner: As is obvious to all, no gatherings
have been held. It looks at this stage that possibly our
only gathering for 2021 will be our Annual Christmas
Dinner. Tentative arrangements have been made for
same for Wednesday 8 December 2021 – le cúnamh
Dé.
Members will be informed of confirmed date later. It
is hoped that with restrictions going on for so long that
we will have a very large attendance this year.
22 Síocháin

Bereavements: While thankfully we have not lost any
members in recent times, we offer our sympathies to
any members who have lost loved ones. Our branch
offers our sincere sympathies to the wife and family of
the late Joe Kilgannon RIP.
Joe was a member of our branch for several years
until the boundaries were changed. We also offer our
sympathies to Rita Roughneen on the death of her
brothers Brendan and Ger. May their gentle souls Rest
in Peace.
New branch members: We welcome new members
who joined our branch recently. Finally heartiest
congratulations to our members John Cooney and
Nick Scanlon who won first prize in the ‘Over 80s’
competition at Roscommon Golf Club. It is obvious the
layoff has not taken the shine off their golf. Well done! In
the meantime, to all members – keep safe and well.

WEXFORD BRANCH NEWS
Branch activities in the pipeline: As
the sun continues to shine down on the
sunny south-east and with more lockdown
restrictions now being eased, it gives us
an opportunity to plan for branch activities.
We have had checks carried out on lawn
bowls in the Rosslare area and have
tried out the recently opened cliff walk in
Cahore in North Wexford.
We are a bit dependent on further
restrictions being lifted on both rail and
bus travel to arrange some trips. By the
time this report reaches our members, we
will be back into planning bowling nights in
discussion with a publisher regarding our history of policing in Wexford
Wexford. An afternoon meal is still under
consideration at a suitable venue. Maybe over the century 1922-2022. There is still a need for material to cover
our anglers may fit another fishing trip into the 2000 plus period.
We will be limited in the use of some material obtained, but remain
their plans.
satisfied that it could provide the possibility of a pictorial history of
Garda membership in Wexford Garda Division at a later date. So,
Wexford’s History of Policing: Tom
that’s it for this edition from the Sunny South-East – stay safe.
Miller and Tony Fagan are in constant

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION Summer Draw Winners 2021

3 x Ford Focus Winners

10 x €2,000 Winners

1.

John Davis, Garda College, Templemore

1.

Cathal Sheerin, Dublin 24

2.

Joseph Macken, Athlone, Co Westmeath

2.

Donal Foley, Ballymacarbery, Co Waterford

3.

Martin & Sinead Burke, Ballyshannon, Co Donegal

3.

Stephen Mc Manus, Blacklion, Co Cavan

3 x Hyundai Kona Winners

4.

Gerry Carmody, Ballyduff, Co Kerry

1.

Tim Burke, Donnybrook Garda Station, Dublin 4

5.

Laura Blanche, Drogheda, Co Meath

2.

Laura Ansboro, Swinford, Co Mayo

6.

Annette Mc Dermott, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin

3.

Declan O Connor, Carrigaline, Co Cork

7.

John Keane, Prosperous, Co Kildare

5 x €10,000 Winners

8.

Francis C Bohan, Rooskey, Co. Leitrim

1.

John Donnelly, Dublin 11

9.

Ray Byrne, Dublin 15

2.

John Crowley, Kenmare, Co Kerry

10.

Siobhan Furey, Hugginstown, Co Kilkenny

3.

Killian Ryan & Aishling Murphy, Whitechurch, Co Cork

10 x €1,000 Winners

4.

Anthony Teefy, Ardee, Co Louth

1.

Michael Lernihan, Shankill, Co Dublin

5.

Jonathan Mc Carthy & Theresa Blake, Ballydehob, Co Cork

2.

Conor Martin Allen, Buncrana, Co Donegal

5 x €5,000 Winners

3.

Finbarr Mc Quaile, Drogheda, Co Louth

1.

Patrick Vaughan, Caherconlish, Co Limerick

4.

Máirín & John Fitzgerald, Mallow, Co Cork

2.

Jack Freeley, Midleton, Co Cork

5.

Steven Doody, Portlaw, Co Waterford

3.

Anthony Redmond, Dublin 11

6.

Mary King, Rochestown, Co Cork

4.

Caroline Hughes, Lucan, Co Dublin

7.

Terri Ferguson, Skerries, Co Dublin

5.

James Barrett, Mullingar, Co Westmeath

8.

Paul O Regan, Vicarstown, Co. Cork

9.

Veronica Halpin, Model Farm Road, Cork

10.

Michael Melia, Callan, Co Kilkenny
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MICK’S MESSAGES

Greetings one and all
and I start with the
good news that Rent
Allowance arrears will
appear in your pensions,
starting in September
for those who retired
since March 2012 and in
October and November
for those who retired
before this.

that you read Rita
Delaney’s update on
the project in this
edition and assist
where you can – we
still need your help.
We also hope to
GSRMA Central Committee members (l-r): John O’Brien,
produce a Souvenir
Mick Coleman, Rita Delaney, President Matt Givens. Vice
President Marie Roche and Tom Miller.
Issue of ‘Síocháin’
to coincide with the
celebrations and the roll-out of the
GSRMA logo and the branch name
eep in touch with your Branch
Oral History Project next year.
as gaeilge agus as béarla, in addition
committees – they have the
The Central Committee also
to the three words inscribed thereon
latest information and on many other
recognises the children of our founder
that describe us as an Association
matters. 		
members and will also present them
in ‘Loyalty, Service and Support The Rent Allowance is a significant
with the lapel pin. So, if you know
Dílseacht, Seirbhís agus Tacaíocht’.
achievement by the GSRMA which will
anyone in this category, get in touch
benefit all retired members and shows
with your Branch Committee or
‘GET A VACCINE, GIVE A VACCINE’
that there is strength in numbers in the
GSRMA House.
So, with the vaccine programme
GSRMA.
The GSRMA was represented at
rolling out across our membership, all
We are almost 6,000 members
the latest Scott Medal Ceremony
our members should be vaccinated
and there are about 3,000 more
(held at Dubhlinn Gardens on 25
at this stage if they have chosen to.
who declined to join us – tell them
August) where 13 members of An
The CC has also decided to join the
who got them the extra few bob and
Garda Síochána and, in some cases,
UNICEF Ireland Campaign of ‘Get a
encourage them to join us.
their family members, were presented
Vaccine, Give a Vaccine’ and have
The Central Committee has
with Scott Medals portraying the
donated €10,000 to UNICEF Ireland
fashioned a lapel pin for all our
bravery and courage that our serving
on your behalf. This will go a long
members and these will be distributed
colleagues experience – we are so
way in assisting those in countries
during the winter months so that all
proud of you all. Comhghairdeas.
experiencing financial hardship in
members will have their own pins by
In order to project our image
sourcing vaccines for vulnerable
the time their Christmas lunches come
more at your meetings, lunches and
children worldwide. The donation
about or early 2022 for the AGM
AGMs, the Central Committee (CC)
equates to €1.68 per GSRMA
season.
has decided to issue a roll-up banner
member.
We are all aware that this is a
to each branch, which will include the
Hopefully all branches are now
significant event for us all and I ask
in the process of putting together a
programme for members (when it is
safe to do so) and are planning events
including AGMs. The ADM of 2022
will return next June, after three years.
All-in-all, we implore you to stay
vigilant and alert, follow the advice
of the HSE, NPHET and An Garda
Síochána regarding COVID-19 and
together we will see the back of CV19.
Until the Winter edition, slán leat anois
agus fan sláintiúil.
The 13 recipients of Scott Medals pictured with Minister for Justice Heather Humphreys
Mick
(left) and Garda Commissioner Drew Harris (right) at Dublin Castle on 25 August 2021.
(Pic: Alan Dowley, AGSI)
Autumn 2021
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Letters to
the Editor

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

ATTACK ON DUNDALK STATION 1972
Dear Editor,
Great article on Dundalk in 1972, published in the Summer
issue of Síocháin.
I was actually down the town that evening in a friend’s
car when we saw them breaking the traffic lights with sticks.
I went to a phone box and dialled 999 only to be told by
the telephonist that the Barracks was under attack and she
couldn’t put me through.
I got out of the town fast in our little Opel Kadett. Two
months later I was in the Training Centre!

Joe McKeown
GSRMA Dublin West.

GARDA KILLERS MUST BE CONDEMNED

(Letter was first published in ‘The Irish Times’ on Friday 16 July 2021)
Dear Editor,
I write in connection with Daniel McConnell’s report ‘Row Erupts over
Tipperary TD Comments on Garda Killers’ (July 8). I was disgusted to
read that the chair of an Oireachtas Committee, Tipperary Sinn Féin TD
Martin Browne, refused to condemn the killers of Detective Garda Jerry
McCabe in 1996.
Despite repeated calls from Kerry TD Brendan Griffin and other
members, he continued to run for cover rather than condemn the killers
of a member of An Garda Síochána.
No matter how many times Martin Browne and those cowardly Sinn
Féin colleagues, who sat silently during that meeting, tried to wash their
hands – they will not be able and never will be able, to wash it away in
the minds of all right-thinking people.
Jerry McCabe was no coward but those who killed him are. In my eyes
those who refuse to condemn those killers are also cowards.
God bless and keep safe the members of An Garda Síochána who go
out daily on behalf of the public to face whatever may come their way.
Yours etc…

Tony Fagan
Co. Wexford

Jerry McCabe’s wife Ann and Ben O’Sullivan, who
was badly injured during the shoot-out by the IRA
dissidents, pictured at the unveiling of a wallmounted plaque in his honour on 12 June 2016, to
mark the 20th anniversary of his death.
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Making a difference,
being part of the
change
94 St Stephen’s Green,
Dublin 2
Tel: +353 1 588 4000
Web:
www.kennedywilson.eu /
www.kennedywilsonresidential.ie

Letters to
the Editor

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

AN OUTSTANDING SUMMER 2021 ISSUE OF SÍOCHÁIN
Dear Editor,
It is some task to cover the regions and the decades, it is a tribute to all
connected with the production of ‘Síocháin’ that you are able to do so.
John Dwyer, in his article on working on the Skelligs showed what was
in store for rural primary school leavers prior to free Secondary Education
– heavy physical work.
I was glad to see Michael Fox remembered in the edition. He looked
after everybody but forgot himself. His nephew is a serving Garda. His
father was a D/I and his maternal grandfather, a Chief.
Dundalk was saved from wanton vandalism and I had the honour of
meeting many of those named and who served with Superintendent
Fahy, whose son is an outstanding member.
‘Dramatic Day in Clonmany in 1964’ and no record shows how things
were taken for granted in those days – well done MJ Lee. This reminded
me of member going for interview, an outstanding person and thankfully
successful going for interview and being given his record of things
supposed to have lapsed after five years which were still on record after
20 years. The offences were so trivial they should never have been there
in the first place.
‘Many Forms of Policing’ described a situation faced many times by
members. There is no manual as Judge Conroy said in his Commission –
“the Garda must make up the mind on the spot”. ‘The History of Credit
Unions’ was enlightening and very easy to read.
Every member of the GSRMA and their family have a unique story
to tell — some joyful, some sorrowful. I once had a conversation with a
Garda Commissioner and his biggest regret was doing the Inspectors’ exam as his family paid the price for all his promotions
and transfers.
In May 1962, Garda Byrne [14762A] went on public transfer from Muff to Schull. His journey was Muff to Derry, Derry to Belfast,
Belfast to Dublin, Dublin to Cork City, Cork City to Schull – all by public transport on the one day with his two suitcases and his
bicycle.
I recently came across a circular from St Paul’s Benefit Society, signed by John Curtin in 1977. It would be nice to see any
survivor of that Society pen a few words on same, at a time when the Garda Medical Aid is running so well, but it does not suit
to have a Garda running it. The old story if it is not broken why try to fix it.
‘Síocháin’ brings great pleasure to older members and their families and everyone has a story to tell and the diversity of the
Summer issue, with some new contributors, was wonderful.
If we do not sell our good deeds and remember those that paid the ultimate sacrifice no other person will.
Yours etc…

Pat Joe McCarthy
GSRMA Dublin North
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Letters to
the Editor

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

PRINCESS GRACE’S VISIT TO IRELAND IN 1976
Dear Editor,
Having read the article on Princess Grace by Matt Cosgrave,
I noted with interest the fact that Princess Grace was
escorted by the tallest man in the Garda in 1976 and to
inform you that while Princess Grace’s Cortège was making
the two-mile journey in 1961 from her hotel, Newport House,
to her ancestral home in Drimulra, she was escorted by a
14-year-old prospective Garda who was jogging along
beside her car.
She stopped or caused her car to stop, lowered down
her window and engaged directly with me saying that she
admired my lovely red curly hair and freckled face.
I was chuffed with her admiration, which is embedded in
my forever memory.
Needless to say, it was of no help in getting an acting spot
in Hollywood.
Kind regards,

Willie McGee
GSRMA Kildare North

SINN FÉIN HAVE LET THEIR MASK SLIP
Dear Editor,
Once again Sinn Féin have let their mask slip and not for the first time. That they walked out on a crucial vote on the Offences
Against the State Act shows that this party in Government could not be trusted not to allow their friends in the Republican
movement a get-out-of-jail-free card.
This is the party whose mantra of Justice and Equality has just been undermined by their walk-out of our parliament as a protest
against our system of justice.
Their abstentionism is not unusual given that they do not take up their seats at Westminster even though they go cap in hand
to the same seat of Government, with their anti-British stance, to plead for legislation to enact the Irish Language Act.
The same party that eulogises and pays homage to former Republican terrorists who took the many lives of our citizens north
and south of the border. This walk-out clearly demonstrates and should demonstrate to all right-thinking law-abiding citizens that
this party in Government are not fit to govern, in that they have not, nor ever will ascribe to our democratic norms and values
and systems of justice.
They are a party whose pretence of fighting on behalf of the downtrodden and marginalised is only a front. One only has to
look at their record north of the border on this island. That should tell you all you need to know.
Regards,

Christy Galligan,
GSRMA Donegal North
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AGE & OPPORTUNITY

FREEPHONE SERVICE TO HELP
YOU GET MOVING
FitLine, an Age & Opportunity initiative, is a free telephone line designed to help people who
want to get more active, but perhaps don’t have the motivation, confidence or information on where
or how to take that first step.

A

fter you’ve made the first call,
a FitLine mentor will arrange a
time to ring you every two weeks until
you’re happy with your progress. The
service is completely free.
“I have been with FitLine for a few
years and it gives me a great lift to get
a phone call every couple of weeks.
They have good advice. I live on my
own and I love having someone from
FitLine ring me regularly,” said Joe, a
FitLine participant in Dublin.
Some find it easy to be physically
active but for others it’s not so simple.
Perhaps you don’t know what activity
to do or you lose motivation. This is a
difficult time for people worldwide as

Covid-19 has changed many aspects
of normal life, but Age & Opportunity
continues to provide safe opportunities
for people to be more active.
“FitLine gave me the push I needed
to stop making excuses to get up
and get active,” said Anne, a FiLine
participant in Cork. FitLine mentors are
older volunteers who understand the
challenges of getting active. They will
provide information, advice and gentle
encouragement to get you moving.
“The last year has been difficult and
lonely at times. The social connection
FitLine provides has been invaluable
during this time, and the motivation
and support are wonderful,” said

Bridie, a FitLine participant in Dublin.
Age & Opportunity provides a
range of opportunities for older people
who want to get more involved in
arts and culture, sport and physical
activity, civic engagement and personal
development. The national organisation
has received funding to expand its
current FitLine initiative as part of the
‘Keep Well’ campaign with wishes to
thank Healthy Ireland and Sport Ireland
for their support and funding.
For more information freephone
I800-303-545, email fitline@
ageandopportunity.ie or visit https://
ageandopportunity.ie/

FitLine

FitLine is a free service where you receive
a phone call every two weeks giving you
information, advice and motivation to get
you moving.

Free phone:
1800 303 545

visit ageandopportunity.ie.
FREE

initiative
for over
50s

32 Síocháin

BARNARDOS CHILDREN’S CHARITY

BARNARDOS AND COMMUNITY
GARDAÍ JOIN FORCES
Barnardos has faced major challenges since the onset of the pandemic in March
2020, and staff have rapidly adopted new ways to continue delivering vital services
to vulnerable children and their families. One popular initiative has been the roll out
of the ‘Big Toddle’ annual sponsored walk for crèche and pre-school aged children.

B

arnardos Millbrook Child and
Family Centre in Tallaght provides
a pre-school service for children
under five, four days a week, and
has received special support from the
local Gardaí.
Many of the children attending
the service come from different parts
of Tallaght and the vital daily support
they receive was almost put on hold,
when in November 2020 a Barnardos’
bus driver was injured and unable to
work.
Millbrook’s Project Leader Mark
Brennan contacted his local Garda
station in Tallaght for advice on
rolling out alternative transport to
continue to provide support to their
youngest service users.
With the station having received
a new bus, Tallaght’s Community
Garda Chris O’Callaghan said they
were delighted to help the centre for
the following few months. “We’re so
grateful for their support,” Brennan
notes.
GIVING THE BEST START IN LIFE
That support continued beyond the
provision of transport to the children
as Garda Chris O’Callaghan stepped
in to help out with the ‘Barnardos
Big Toddle’ – the annual sponsored
walk for crèche and pre-school aged
children, supported by Pipin Pear.
Funds raised each year by
Barnardos’ youngest fundraisers
support the charity’s early years work
with children who need additional
supports to prepare them for the

Barnardos ‘Big Toddle’ campaign was launched with the help of some of
Ireland’s young community helpers, five-year-olds Meadow Neville, Adam
O’Meara, Saoirse Breen and Roan McDonagh pictured here with Community
Garda Chris O’Callaghan.
transition to ‘big school’. This
support helps to give these children
the best possible start in life.
Tallaght’s Community Garda
O’Callahgan said: “We began
supporting Barnardos throughout
the pandemic to ensure the charity
could continue to reach those
that needed support. It was also
important for us as Community
Gardaí to develop positive
relationships within the local
community. Barnardos provides a
huge number of services, but these
can only continue with help from
the public.”
He said the station immediately
agreed when asked to get involved
with the launch of the national
fundraising campaign. ‘Big Toddle’
was launched in April with the help
of Garda O’Callaghan and some of
Ireland’s young community helpers
in their very special uniforms, in
recognition of the theme of this
year’s event – Community Helpers.

HONOURING FRONTLINE
WORKERS
Barnardos Director of Fundraising,
Mary Gamble said that the ‘Big
Toddle’ initiative is a highlight for
the charity each year. She noted
that the ‘Community Helpers’
theme is “Barnardos way to
honour frontline workers; such as
Gardaí, postal workers, nurses, bus
drivers and community helpers who
continue to do so much for us all.
“We felt the theme was a fun
way to introduce young children to
the members of their community
who play such essential roles.
Barnardos currently works with
approximately 18,000 children and
families across Ireland to deliver
services and transform the lives
of vulnerable children, who are
affected by adverse childhood
experiences.
For further information visit
www.barnardos.ie/bigtoddle.
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Elmfield, Ninth Lock Road,
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ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

CREDIT UNION CELEBRATES
EXCELLENCE IN ONLINE
BANKING AWARD
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, one of the
largest credit unions in the country with
an asset size of almost €417 million, for
serving and retired members of An Garda
Síochána and their families, recently was
presented with an award for ‘Excellence in
Online Banking’.

T

he credit union provides traditional banking services to its
members from lending to online banking services. When
it comes to running the credit union, there is a voluntary
board of directors and board oversight committee, who give
generously of their time to ensure the smooth running of
the credit union from a governance perspective.
St Paul’s has a variety of financial services available
to its members; ranging from savings and loans, online
capabilities, debit cards that link with Apple Pay and Google
Pay, current accounts with overdraft facilities, budget
accounts, discounted fuel cards and much more.
Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s Garda Credit Union,
said he was delighted to accept the Excellence in Online
Banking Award from ‘Public Sector’ Magazine on behalf
of his credit union. “St Paul’s free online account access
proved to be invaluable during the pandemic and members
can apply for loans online or via our Credit Union App, by
uploading supporting documentation and sign the credit
agreement with an e-signature.
“We have recently introduced digital member onboarding, facilitating online member applications without
the traditional form filling. It is available on the St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union App and St Paul’s website www.
stpaulscu.ie. Up to now, member application was a paperbased system where members had to fill out a form and
send in documentation.”
ELECTRONIC APPLICATIONS
“The new on-boarding system allows all of this to be
done online on our digital platform with supporting
documentation uploaded electronically. This will speed up
the process and reduce costs. Another major benefit is to
the environment, as we reduce the paper-based systems we
will also be playing our part in a greener future.”
St Paul’s recognises that the foundations of the credit
union are built on its members. Their priority is to continue
providing the products and services that members require
at the standard they have come to expect. Credit unions

were formed
to provide
members with
access to credit
at fair and
reasonable
rates and this
continues to be
a main priority
for St Paul’s.
“Our key
strategic
focus is to
ensure we can
provide lending
products to
our members
at a fair and
reasonable
rate. Not only
do we ensure
our members
are offered
competitive
rates, unlike
some financial
providers, we
do not charge
administration
fees when
applying for
a loan or
transaction
charges when
members are
repaying the
loan,” Brendan
explained.
Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s Garda
The main
Credit Union, accepted the Excellence in
message
he
Online Banking Award on behalf of the
wishes
to
share
credit union.
with ‘Síocháin’
readers is that their family members can join St Paul’s Garda
Credit Union and benefit from the fantastic loan rates and
services. “St Paul’s Garda Credit Union provides the same
service to members in all parts of the country through its call
centre and online channels.
“If you or a family member is interested in joining, simply
download the St Paul’s Garda Credit Union App from the
App Store or Google Play, visit our website www.stpaulscu.ie
or call the office directly on 021-4313355.”
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Form Fill Seal
PET/PE RPET/PE MONO
Xtrupak now offers a solution for Film Slitting
Rewinding and Roll Restoration.
Currently 90% of base web film is imported from other
European countries and UK into Ireland - Xtrupak are currently
the only Irish company focused entirely on the Form Fill Seal
(FFS) market.
Additional investment is already in place to further develop our
product range.
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

A NEW DAWN
APPROACHES
The November trip to The Falls Hotel in Ennistymon is very well booked, and with some places
still available, it’s imperative to get your names on the list if you wish to travel, according to
Marie Roche, Central Committee & Naas Branch. She also notes that bookings are now being
taken for the January trip, which returns to the Great Northern Hotel in Bundoran.

A

s the Autumn approaches, we are optimistic that our
social activities will be able to resume with some
semblance of normality. The vaccination roll-out has been very
successful and it’s wonderful to see our young people now
able to access their vaccine and look forward to a safe school
and college year ahead.
It will be fantastic to get together on our social outings
and meet up with friends from all over the country once
again. Social interaction is so important for our general wellbeing and mental health, and we have a lovely programme of
events planned over the Autumn/Winter season to give all our
members something to look forward to in the months ahead.
COVID GUIDELINES
COVID Guidelines will be strictly implemented for all of our
events. We will be guided by NPHET rules at the time of travel.
Please ensure you carry your vaccine passport, spare masks
and sanitizer.
If you are unvaccinated, you will require a negative PCR
test 24 hours before travel. We will also be speaking to the
hotel management regarding Covid regulations on the
premises.

NOVEMBER: Falls Hotel, Ennistymon
Our outing on 7 November is to the lovely four-star Falls
Hotel in Ennistymon, Co. Clare, where we have a fantastic
programme planned to keep you entertained over the break.
As it is impossible to foresee which restrictions will be lifted
by the time of travel and we are always hopeful that we will
be able to enjoy evening entertainment and some day tours.
The planned events include dance classes, aqua aerobics,
cookery demonstration and flower arranging to name a few.
We have a four and a five-night option on this trip and the
cost is €280 per person for four nights and €340 for the five
nights. DBB (Dinner, Bed & Breakfast) and pick-ups from and
back to Ennis Railway Station are included.
Single supplement is an extra €15 per night and with

bookings now heavy, we have a very limited number of single
rooms left. Please get your names on the list as soon as
possible, and for members who are already booked we will be
in touch in late September.
JANUARY 2022: Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran
By popular demand, our outing in January returns to The Great
Northern Hotel in Bundoran, arriving on Sunday 16 January.
We have secured a fantastic deal for the lovely four-star hotel
with DBB, evening entertainment, in-house activities, day
tours, the annual talent competition with amazing prizes to be
won.
There will be full use of the hotel’s leisure centre and gym
and a chance to meet with friends once again from all over the
country. We will also host the annual Gala Dinner on Thursday
night with a visit from Santa (on his way back to the North
Pole) and the usual raffle. We are optimistic that we will be
able to celebrate our Annual Mass in Rossnowlagh and we
hope to dance in The Ballroom of Romance in Glenfarne on
the Sunday night.
A fantastic programme of events will be lined up to
entertain everyone and a chance to recharge yourself after the
festive season and the stresses of the pandemic. Everything
is optional, so if you just need a relaxing break, The Great
Northern is the ideal location with stunning views on the Wild
Atlantic Way.
We have an exceptional good value deal for this trip with
six nights costing €340 and single supplement of €10 per
night extra, you can also if you wish, avail of a shorter stay if
that is more suitable. Pick up from and back to Sligo Railway
Station is included in the package.
As it is so hard to predict how the pandemic will progress,
we must always have hope in our lives and hearts and plan.
Ahead. Our outings are booked and we are delighted with the
uptake from members to put their names on the list.
We have been speaking to those who are booking, and it is
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wonderful to hear the optimism and the fact that everyone is
so looking forward to meeting up once again and availing of
our social events.

About the Author:
Marie Roche is GSRMA
Vice-President and a
member of the Central
Committee, and also
represents the Naas Branch
and the Leinster Region.
Marie is also the Chair
of the GSRMA Social
Committee and, together
with Frank Fitzpatrick
and Michael O’Riordan,
seeks opportunities for
GSRMA members for
social interaction in a safe
and compliant manner
given the prevailing
circumstances.

Until we can meet again in person keep safe and well and
look forward to brighter more sociable days ahead. To book
either or both of our outings please contact Marie Roche @
086-0854654; Frank Fitzpatrick @ 086-6080697 or Michael
O’Riordan @ 086-8177985.

• BOOK REVIEW •

DRUMSTICKS ON THE FROLIC
Michael & Patrick J. O’Connor, Sligo Branch

W

hen you first see the title of Michael & Patrick
O’Connor’s new poetry book ‘Drumsticks on the
Frolic’ you could be forgiven for thinking of the 1939
movie ‘Drums along the Mohawk’ starring Henry Fonda
amongst others.
However, there
are no Native
Americans
featured in this
assemblage
of poems and
musings from
North County
Sligo and
beyond.
The book,
which is a
series of
‘Collections’, is
a collaboration
between
Michael and his
brother Patrick.
J. O’Connor
and begins
with childhood
memories of
growing up in rural Ireland in the 1960s.

It also includes a collection relating to North County
Sligo.
The Third Collection relates to local events that have
had an impact not just locally but worldwide. The Armada
Shipwreck at Streedagh, Enniskillen Poppy Day Bombing
and the Mountbatten Bombing are all subjects covered as
well as major local events like the Moneygold Ambush,
the Cloonerco Bog Dispute and Sligo’s Noble Six.
Collection Four has some hard-hitting social comment
poems such as ‘Angels of Tuam’ and ‘Reach Out’ whilst
Collection Five relates to love, labours and loss.
This collection will resonate with Gardaí as it contains
a poem titled ‘Number Eighty-Nine’ which recounts
the death of Detective Garda Colm Horkan who was
89th member of An Garda Síochána to die in the line
of duty when he was shot and killed in Castlerea, Co.
Roscommon on 17 June 2020.
The remaining collections delve into topics such as
the UK, Canary Islands, and beyond, while the COVID
pandemic ensures that this book will have an all-round
appeal. As for the meaning of the title, Michael says that
you will need to buy a copy of the book to find out!
The book is available through www.amazon.co.uk
or from Michael at michael.hexmm@gmail.com and
is priced at €19.50 (plus P&P), and is also available in
hardback. ISBN 979-8711885368

Review by Billy Saunderson, Chair of the Síocháin Editorial
Board.
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BL A C K C A SK
A

triple distilled IRISH WHISKEY finished in
DOUBLE CHARRED Bourbon Casks

TA S T E
Malt, vanilla and sweetness.
AROMA
Malt, lingering sweetness,
vanilla and slight smokiness.

www.westcorkdistillers.com
Produced, Distilled and Bottled in Ireland by West Cork Distillers Ltd. © 2021

Please Drink Responsibly!

PENSIONS UPDATE

THE GOVERNMENT
BUYS TIME
The Industrial Relations
(Provisions in Respect
of Pension Entitlements
of Retired Workers) Bill
2021 now gives a voice
to retired workers over
what happens to their
occupational pension
schemes after they have
left their employment,
according to Joe Dirwan,
Central Committee &
Monaghan Branch.

The Private Members Bill was sponsored by
Deputy Brid Smith, People Before Profit (PBP).

A

fter three years of intense
lobbying, the Industrial Relations
(Provisions in Respect of Pension
Entitlements of Retired Workers) Bill,
2021 was debated in the Dáil on 30
June 2021. The Private Members Bill
– sponsored by Deputy Brid Smith,
People Before Profit (PBP) – received
the full backing of all the opposition, a
rare occurrence.
GSRMA was consulted during the
drafting as were the Alliance of Retired
Public Sector Workers. Additionally,
the GSRMA’s General Secretary wrote
to all TDs in advance of the debate
and received approximately 30 replies
out of the 159 requests for support of
the Bill and mainly emanated from the
opposition parties in Dáil Éireann.
The previous day a public
demonstration in support of the Bill
by representatives of retired workers
in the public, semi-state and private
sectors took place in front of the Dáil.
Both myself and Frank Fitzpatrick
represented the GSRMA. Also, present
were members of the Senior Citizen’s
Parliament, a low-key but powerful
lobbying body on behalf of senior
citizens’ rights.

Some protestors pictured outside the Dáil during the debate on 30 June 2021.

VOICE FOR RETIRED WORKERS
At present, thousands of workers
who have worked in private and
public sectors find that once they
have retired, any changes that impact
their pension schemes can happen
without notice or consultation with
them.
This was evident when the
pension cuts were introduced from
2010 onwards and similarly, when the
new Public Service Pension Act (Single

Scheme,) 2013 was enacted into law.
This Act, by the introduction of
Regulations by the Minister for Public
Expenditure, can abolish the longestablished Pay/Pension Parity link and
replace it with the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) or some other mechanism.
The Regulations have not been
signed to-date and the existing
parity arrangements as set out in my
previous article remain in place until
31 December 2022.

Síocháin 41

ELECTRIFY YOUR DRIVING EXPERIENCE.
With The X5 xDrive 45e.

Explore the BMW PHEV range at COLM QUINN, starting with the BMW X5 xDrive
45e.
With greater awareness of emissions, this petrol / electric X5 loses its four-cylinder
engine to gain a smoother six. Thanks to its electric motor, powered by a
rechargeable battery pack, the 45e falls into the second lowest emissions Tax Band
of A1.
With unbeatable pricing and personalised finance rates starting from 1.9% APR
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PENSIONS UPDATE

WHAT DOES PROPOSED BILL MEAN?
1. The Bill will give retired workers
and their representative associations the
right to go to the Workplace Relations
Commission (WRC) when their
occupational schemes are affected, or
any proposed changes could affect their
benefits. At present, if these changes
happen more than six months after a
worker has retired, they have no rights
to access to the WRC.
2. The Bill will also give rights to
retired workers associations to be
consulted when talks between trade
unions and employers may have
direct effects on their occupational
pension schemes. At present, retired
workers are not consulted in industrial
relations disputes that may impact
their pensions. We are depending on
the good will of ICTU to look after our
interest – this may not always be the
case!
3. The Bill will ensure that one
position will be reserved for retired
pensioner members who were standing
for elected positions on trustee boards
in some circumstances. Retired workers
can often struggle to have their voice
heard on their scheme’s Trustee Board.
No positions are currently reserved for
retired members. This would not apply
to the GSRMA as there are no trustee’s
involvement in the Garda Síochána
Pension and Spouse Scheme
4. Retired workers and their
associations cannot access the WRC at
the moment, due to the definition of a
trade dispute in legislation. This means

GSRMA’s Joe Dirwan, Frank Fitzpatrick and others join the protest outside the Dáil.

even where substantial cuts or changes
have happened to their pensions’,
retired workers have no effective forum
to seek redress or demand consultation.
SPANNER IN THE WORKS
In an unprecedented and rarely used
ploy, the Government threw a spanner
in the works by moving an Amendment
to the Bill, seeking an adjournment for
a fixed time of 12 months.
In the interim, all stakeholders will
have an opportunity to be consulted.
Usually, Private Members Bills are
voted down or allowed by consent
to continue to the next stage where
Amendments can then be taken on
board.
No doubt the concerns by unions
about retired workers having a say in

Members of the Irish Senior Citizens Parliament pictured outside the Dáil during the
debate on the Private Members Bill on 30 June.

future pay talks came to the fore. Such
a situation will not arise if the longestablished parity link continues. Other
issues aired by Congress regarding
the possible involvement of retirees in
trade disputes, picketing and balloting
on the outcome of pay talks are not
insurmountable. All Government
Deputies supported the amendment.
“Nothing about us without us”
continues to be the cat-cry of affected
retired workers. The lobbying will
continue and support garnered to date
has built up a strong and cohesive
group to continue with the campaign.
We need to at the table when issues
impacting on our pensions are being
discussed.
About the Author: A member of
the GSRMA Central Committee,
Joe Dirwan
represents the
Monaghan
Branch. A
native of
Co. Galway,
Joe joined
An Garda
Síochána in
1972 and
spent most
of his service
in Monaghan before he retired
in 2012. Joe is also the GSRMA
Representative on the Alliance
of Retired Public Servants, and
previously held the role of General
Secretary of AGSI and was a member
of their Executive for several years.
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CENTENARY PROJECT

GSRMA CENTENARY
PROJECT GATHERS
MOMENTUM
The GSRMA Centenary Working Group’s work on the Oral History Project for the Centenary
Commemoration has entered a crucial phase and all trained interviewers are now busy gathering
the recordings from our retired colleagues, writes Rita Delaney, Central Committee & Dublin West
Branch.

T

he Centenary Working Group and our retired colleagues
who undertook the training have really mobilised
over the past two months in recording interviews, both
chronological and thematic. In my own case, the interviews I
have done continue to provide gold mining results.
The pilot phase of the project, which concluded on 31
May 2021, was evaluated by our Academic Adviser, Dr
Thomas Leahy, and his results and remarks were very positive.
I was glad to see that we were on the right track.
This project has been a learning experience for all
of us on the Centenary Working Group and the Central
Committee. We are greatly obliged to our retired colleagues
for taking the time to share their ‘lived’ experiences and
recollections with us.

to participate in the Centenary Project by doing an interview
or lending us mementos and artifacts.
All of us who are doing the interviews take the following
steps with our interviews:
• Preparation for the Interview
• Setting up the Interview
• Conducting the Interview
• Concluding the interview
At this point, can I reassure all our retired colleagues that
if they consent to do an interview with us it will be kept
confidential. It will be returned to them for a ‘final viewing’
and at this point they will give consent, or not as the case
may be, to the GSRMA using it as part of the Centenary Oral
History Project next year.
Branch Liaison Members: We have sought Liaison Members
in each Branch for the smooth dissemination of information
and most branches have responded enthusiastically. Thank
you for this, it gives us on the Central Committee confidence
in your support for our endeavours for the Centenary next
year. Remaining Branches are encouraged to nominate a

Ballinasloe Garda Station party (1929)
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT IN PLACE
As outlined in our first article, we have a robust system in
place for our legal and ethical obligations and to that end,
and on the advice of Dr Leahy, we have several procedures in
place and the first one is a Participation Agreement.
The retired member and/or a member of the family agree
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Dublin-Monaghan Aftermath (1974)

CENTENARY PROJECT

local Centenary Officer and let the General Secretary know.
One of my colleagues on the Project Team has
undertaken a thematic strand dealing with the Dublin and
Monaghan Bombings in 1974 from the perspective of
members of An Garda Síochána who were on duty when
these outrages occurred, the aftermath and the work done
by members of An Garda Síochána.
Many other themes are becoming apparent as we
progress through the project including the Decades, Events/
Investigations, Sport, Family, Commissioners, Roll of Honour,
Scott Medals etc…

Medals: Discussion took place between the GSRMA and An
Garda Síochána Centenary Committee and as a result it is
now agreed that all retired members will receive the same
medal as our serving colleagues next year and we thank
them for this.
In addition, the GSRMA has fashioned a lapel pin for each
of our members as part of our Oral History Project and our
commemoration of the Centenary Year of 2022.

Recorders: The good weather and the vaccination progress
have facilitated some face-to-face interviews and we
have purchased a small number of recorders, but we are
continuing to use zoom for many of our interviews.
Tomás MacConmara: We are delighted that Dr Tomás
MacConmara, an oral historian of renown, has agreed to
come on board to give us the benefit of his advice and
experience. Tomás is a founder member of the Oral History
Network of Ireland, Author, Director of MacConmara
Consulting, and a History Lecturer at UCC. He is doing a
workshop with the Centenary Working Group at the time of
writing this article.
Secretariat: Marina
Tulli, Michael
Heffernan and our
General Secretary
Mick Lernihan have
set up an impressive
electronic system to
track all interviews
and the people
conducting them.
In addition,
the Secretariat
is collating all
correspondence
and business
pertaining to the
Oral History Project.
Garda Museum:
The Garda Museum
in Dublin Castle,
Tomás MacConmara
which reopened
on 8 June, is
currently staffed by two civilian personnel and they have the
onerous task of converting all the manual files stored there to
electronic files for next year’s commemoration. The Museum
is open for visitors, but an appointment needs to be made.
We are working closely with Garda Headquarters on this
matter and the eventual staffing model.

Centenary Lapel Pin 1922-2022
These will be issued to GSRMA Branches for onward
distribution to your members in the latter part of this year to
coincide with your Christmas Lunches and AGMs in Spring
2022 – hoping that the relaxation of restrictions allows same.
In conclusion, I will again thank you for participation in
the Oral History Project so far and please do not hesitate to
contact us if you or a member of your family would like to
give us an interview or lend us your photographs, mementos
and artifacts.

About the Author:
Rita Delaney is a
member of the Dublin
West Branch and
represents the Dublin
Region on the Central
Committee. She is
also Chair of the
Centenary Committee
implementing the
GSRMA’s ‘Capturing
our History’ Project.
Rita joined An Garda
Síochána in 1984 and served in many locations
including Dublin City, the Garda College and Garda
HQ.

Síocháin 45

ACT Medical ltd was established in response to the COVID 19 pandemic of 2020. – A
shortage of personal protective equipment across the HSE, resulted in an opportunity for
us to use our textile cutting and sewing expertise to create products for the healthcare
service.
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GARDA COMMEMORATIONS

GARDA ROLL OF HONOUR
In this edition we concentrate on those brave members on our Roll of Honour who have
gone before us and died during the months of July, August and September over many
years, writes Mick Lernihan, General Secretary & Bray Branch.

W

e begin by
recalling John
Morley and Henry
Byrne who were
murdered on 7 July
1980 and follow up
with our colleague,
Andy Callanan who
perished in Tallaght
on 21 July 1999. Two
members – Denis
Connolly and Declan
Roe – lost their lives
in official traffic
accidents on 11 July
1983 and 13 July
1992 respectively.
John Brennan and
Willie Roche also died
in traffic accidents
whilst on duty in Co.
Kildare on 4 August
1982 and 1 August
1992.

Detective Garda
Frank Hand
was ambushed
and murdered
on 10 August
1984 at
Drumree,
Co. Meath.
Frank was well
known to many
of us from the
Class of 1977
in Templemore
l  frontline  Staff  for  their  
and was mere
  
handful of
  frontline  Staff  for  their  
numbers senior to me.

We remember you all, your families, your comrades and your
friends at this time.Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha dílse.
JERRY McCABE’S MEMORIAL
A memorial ceremony to mark the 25th Anniversary of the
killing of Detective Garda Jerry McCabe, organised by the
Limerick Garda Division in Adare, Co. Limerick on 7 June
2021, was attended by a reduced number of invitees in line
with COVID restrictions.

John Morley & Henry Byrne

Pictured (l-r): Ben O’Sullivan, Garda Commissioner Drew
Harris, Ann McCabe, Matt Givens, Minister for Justice
Heather Humphreys and Michael O’Riordan.
Ann McCabe and family, along with Jerry’s Garda partner
Ben O’Sullivan, attended the ceremony, along with Jerry
McCabe’s siblings. The Minister for Justice and the Garda
Commissioner were also present, while the GSRMA was
represented by President Matt Givens and local Central
Committee member, Michael O’Riordan.

Frank Hand

or  their  

  

Another member, Michael Reynolds, who tackled armed
raiders whilst off duty in Killester, Dublin was savagely
murdered on 11 September 1975.
Ambrose Fogarty and Richard Nolan died on duty when
their patrol car was involved in a collision on 26 September
1999 at Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford when they responded to a
distress call from fellow colleagues.

Pictured (l-r): Kay Conway; Mike McCabe and his wife,
Kathy, Eileen Kearney, and Maria O’Leary.
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LIVING WITH DEMENTIA
With up to 60,000 people in Ireland living with Dementia – the term which describes a range
of symptoms affecting multiple brain functions – sadly there is currently no cure for this
progressive illness. However, as early diagnosis is important, it’s best to consult with your GP
for further advice, writes Frank Fitzpatrick, Central Committee & Dublin North Branch.
This article is for information
purposes only. Always seek
professional medical advice before
making any significant dietary or
lifestyle changes, or in respect of all
matters relating to your physical or
mental health.

A

lzheimer’s Disease is the most
common type of Dementia,
but it is not the only one, while
other conditions include Vascular
Dementia, Lewy-body Dementia and
Frontotemporal Dementia. Different
types of Dementia can cause quite
different symptoms and every
person’s experience is unique.
Common symptoms include
memory loss, difficulties with thinking and language,
problem solving issues and difficulty carrying out everyday
tasks, while other symptoms may include changes in
mood and behaviour.
Dementia, which can affect anyone and everyone,
is sadly a progressive illness, for which there is currently
no cure. Although the risk of developing it increases
significantly with age, it is important to remember that
most older people do not get Dementia.
Minor changes in memory and functioning can be a
normal part of the aging process. However, if you have
any concerns in this area it is important that you consult
with your GP or another qualified medical practitioner for
further advice, as early diagnosis is important.
HEALTHY AND ACTIVE LIFESTYLE
There is no certain way to prevent Dementia, but there
is a growing body of evidence that leading a healthy and
active lifestyle can help maintain brain health and reduce
your overall risk of developing certain types of Dementia.
These simple steps can also help people to live well with
the condition:
• Healthy Eating: Maintain a varied and balanced diet.

•
•
•

•

•

Quit Smoking/Reduce Alcohol Intake.
Physical Activity: walking, swimming, cycling,
dancing, gardening etc.
Manage Cardiovascular Health: Attend medical
appointments and get blood pressure checked
regularly.
Stay Socially Connected: Keep in contact with people
over the phone or in person, meet a friend for a walk,
join a club etc.
Keep Brain Active: Try to engage in a variety of fun
and stimulating activities to keep your brain active –
reading, crossword puzzles, engage in a hobby, play
cards etc.

TREATMENT AND SUPPORTS
Receiving a diagnosis can leave you feeling shocked and
upset and your GP, psychiatrist or geriatrician will be well
placed to direct you to the relevant supports.
It is important to follow the treatment and support
plan set out by the medical practitioners. You may be
prescribed medications or other therapies and advice to
help manage the symptoms.
The following is a list of considerations post-diagnosis:
• Talk to someone you trust about how you are feeling
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•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

– a family member, friend or a relevant professional.
Call the Alzheimer National Helpline to speak to
someone in confidence – contact details provided
here.
Look after your physical and mental health by
following the steps outlined. Diet, exercise, social
engagement and maintaining good heart health are
all essential components of living well with Dementia.
Consider putting practical arrangements in place
for the future. Speak to your solicitor about putting
your legal and financial affairs in order and they can
provide advice on making a Will and appointing an
Enduring Power of Attorney.
Follow these practical tips for coping with memory
loss.
Maintain a routine so that you have structure in your
day.
Do one thing at a time and go at your own pace.
Keep things in the same place so that they are easy to
find – e.g., keys, wallet, glasses.
Keep important phone numbers in an obvious place
so you can find them quickly.
Arrange to pay your regular bills automatically – by
Standing Order or Direct Debit.
Use memory aids such as lists, to-do notes and wall
calendars to keep track of your activities.
There is also a wide range of excellent assistive
technology options which can help people to live well
with Dementia. Talk to your doctor about accessing
an occupational therapy assessment to guide you in
this regard.

Basic useful tips for family carers:
• Build a support network: It is important to identify
people you can call on for both emotional and
practical support when caring for someone with
dementia. Don’t be afraid to pick up the phone and
talk to a trusted friend or relative about how you are
feeling. Link with a local carers support group.
• Avail of community supports as and when is
necessary – see contact details.
• Take regular breaks: Arrange for someone to sit with
the person so you can have some time out to relax
and do things you enjoy. Try to maintain your social
contacts and interests in so far as is possible.
• When interacting with a person with dementia, it is
best not to argue or rationalise with them if they
are confused: The person’s capacity to understand
and recall information may be reduced. Challenging
them is likely to exacerbate distress. Instead try to
keep the interactions positive and find pleasant
activities which you can enjoy together, such as
looking through old photos, listening to music, sitting
in the garden etc. If interaction becomes challenging,
seek a referral to a specialised service such as
psychiatry of later life team, who can offer assessment
and support strategies for the management of
behavioural and psychological symptoms of dementia.
• It may be necessary to adapt the home, layout
of bedroom, kitchen etc to meet the needs of the
individual. You may need to alter your routines. Seek
a referral to Occupational Therapy or specialist service
for assessment and advice.
• Be kind to yourself: Have realistic expectation as
to what you can do for your loved one. There may
be days when you lose patience or feel you are
doing things wrong. Take one day at a time and be
gentle with yourself if you are having a difficult day.
Practicing deep breathing and mindfulness techniques
can also be helpful.
• Look after your own health needs – see your GP
regularly. Maintain a balanced diet and take regular
exercise.
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Mylan Teoranta,
a Viatris company,
says thank you
to our heroes!

Viatris is a new kind of healthcare
company, formed from the combination
of Mylan + Upjohn.
We are one of the largest pharmaceutical
employers in Ireland with a workforce of
almost 2,000 people across six locations,
from Cork to Dublin and Galway!
Together, we are working to improve
healthcare for patients and are proud of
our Galway site which has a heritage of
developing and producing medicines for
nearly 40 years.

www.viatris.ie

NON-2021-1793 Date of Preparation: June 2021

We provide non-invasive
treatments for the following
aesthetic concerns:
Active acne/inflammation
Cellulite
Enlarged pores
Fine lines/wrinkles
Rosacea
Skin laxity (loose skin)
Sun damage/brown spots
Stubborn fat
Scarring
Visible veins/spider veins
Introductory Offer
For Siochain Readers
Present this voucher
in-clinic for 10% off your first
consultation.
Email chrc@bonsecours.ie
or phone 086 0786120 to book in.

w w w . b o n s e c o u r s c h r c . i e

WELFARE COMMITTEE REPORT

•
SUPPORT SERVICES
The following is a guide of the helpful organisations that
provide support for people living with Dementia and their
families:
• Alzheimer Society of Ireland’s www.alzheimer.
ie contains a wealth of useful information and
publications relating to all aspects of dementia care.
Contact the Alzheimer National Helpline to speak to
someone in confidence. Freephone 1800 341 341
Mon-Fri 10am to 4pm.
• Dementia Advisor Service is run through the
Alzheimer’s society and provides one-to-one
information, emotional support and signposting.
Contact the Alzheimer’s Society on 1800 341 341 to
find out who the dementia advisor is in your area.

•

•

•
•

•

•

Understand Together: This information campaign
is led by the HSE to provide information about
dementia supports, services and training. For further
information visit www.understandtogether.ie.
Family Carers Ireland (The Carers’ Association): For
information on support groups, home respite and
training contact the National Freephone Careline
1800 24 07 24 or visit www.familycarers.ie.
Citizens Information Service: For information about
benefits, entitlements and grants including Carer’s
Allowance, Housing Aid Grant for Older People,
Home Adaptation Grant etc, phone 1890 777121,
visit www.citizensinformaiton.ie or www.welfare.ie.
Home & Community Care Ireland: Visit www.hcci.ie
to locate private home care providers in your area.
Irish Association for Counselling & Psychotherapy:
To find qualified, accredited counsellor or
psychotherapists in your area visit www.iacp.ie.
Public Home Support: Get an assessment for public
home support and information on other community
supports such as ‘Meals on Wheels’, pendant alarms,
through your public health nurse. Primary care
resources such as public health nursing, occupational
therapy, social work and physiotherapy are generally
accessed by GP or another medical referral.
Health Service Executive (HSE): For further
information about local services available contact HSE
Live on 1850 241 850 or visit www.hse.ie.

The GSRMA Welfare Committee comprises Central
Committee Members Frank Fitzpatrick, Marie Landy
and Michael Lewis. President Matt Givens also attends
meetings. This committee informs members of matters
which affect their health and wellbeing as well as social
issues.
Síocháin 53

Molecule
to Medicine

As a world leader in clinical research and
commercialisation, we are a trusted partner
for pharmaceutical and medical device
companies in helping them to accelerate
the development of drugs and devices that
save lives and improve quality of life.

ICONplc.com

HEALTH CHECK-UP

WHAT IS
HAEMOCHROMATOSIS?
Regarded as Ireland’s most common genetic condition, Haemochromatosis – also known as
‘iron overload’ – sees iron levels build up in the blood over a period of time, often leading to
damage of key organs such as the liver, heart and pancreas. One of those with the condition
is retired Sergeant and Mayo man, Philip Maree, Sligo-Leitrim Branch.

O

ne in five people in Ireland carry
one copy of the gene and one in
every 83 Irish people carry two
copies of the gene, which makes
them predisposed to develop
haemochromatosis. Ireland has the
highest incidence of the condition in
the world.
A Board Member of the Irish
Haemochromatosis Association,
Philip was first diagnosed a decade
ago and has since been an active
volunteer and Board Member with the
Association.
Some symptoms of the condition
include tiredness and joint pain. Philip
considers himself one of the lucky
ones in that he got general bloods
done every year. His GP regularly
checked his iron levels and made the
diagnosis through a simple genetic
blood test.
Since being diagnosed, his
condition is monitored closely. There is
no treatment for Haemochromatosis
as such, rather it is a continuous
process which requires the removal
of blood at certain intervals to reduce
the level of iron in the body.
Therefore, it is so important to
raise awareness of haemochromatosis
and get diagnosed and treated early
so that sufferers can lead a normal
life. Philip’s mission is to ensure that
no one in Ireland goes undiagnosed
or untreated of haemochromatosis.
COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is Haemochromatosis?

Haemochromatosis is a genetic
condition where a large amount of
iron is absorbed from our diet and
deposited in major organs in the
body, such as the liver but also the
pancreas, heart and joints.
Who is at Risk? More men than
women can develop symptoms of
haemochromatosis because women
lose iron through regular blood loss
from menstruation and pregnancy.
What are the Symptoms? Iron builds
up slowly in the body, so symptoms
may not appear until ages 30-40
years:
• Chronic fatigue
• Arthritis
• Diabetes
• Liver disorders
• Sexual dysfunction
• Heart disease
• Skin colour changes
How do I get Tested? If you are
worried about any of the symptoms
or if someone in your family has
haemochromatosis, contact your GP
to arrange a simple blood test (to look
at your levels of serum ferritin and
transferrin saturation percentages). If
these levels are higher than normal,
a genetic test will confirm if you have
haemochromatosis.
How do I get Treated? Treatment
is very simple – blood is removed
from the body to reduce iron stores
– a procedure which is like donating
blood and is known as venesection
or phlebotomy. Once iron levels

are reduced, a patient is then in a
maintenance phase, where just two to
four to venesections might be needed
per year.
For more information contact
the Haemochromatosis Association
of Ireland on their website https://
haemochromatosis-ir.com/home.
html or phone the helpline on 018735911. The Association can also be
found on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter social media platforms.
About the Author: A native of
Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo, Philip
Maree joined An Garda Síochána
in 1983. He has served in several
stations around Donegal as well
as with the UN in Cyprus. Philip
retired as a Sergeant in 2018
from Sligo Garda Station. He lives
in Co. Sligo where he enjoys the
beauty of walking in scenic Sligo,
is a long-suffering follower of the
Mayo football team and regularly
volunteers at the local hospice.
He is a member of the SligoLeitrim Branch.
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IT REPORT

GSRMA APP IS A BIG HIT WITH MEMBERS!
Nearly a year since the GSRMA App was
launched, it has become an invaluable
extension of the Association’s website, email,
text alert systems and Facebook profile,
in addition to the ‘Síocháin’ magazine,
according to James O’Sullivan and he says
that the application is proving to be a big hit
with members, since it went live in October
2020.

T

here are some very interesting statistics when the
Android and iOS are combined into the mix of overall
engagement and traffic. Currently to date, there are 501
active regular iOS downloads and 391 active Android
downloads.
So, essentially 892 active mobile device users (this
would not include members who are visiting the
website on mobile via a regular browser; this is only iOS
and Android apps). Note that the GSRMA have 5,934
members as of July 2021 with just over 3,000 in receipt of
emails, 5,600 in receipt of texts and now nearing 1,000
engaging with the App.
Looking at a six-month view, we can compare likewith-like from the launch date of 1 October 2020 to 31
March 2021. The overall stats in terms of traffic across
all devices for this period is 13,175 users came to the
platform and 117,351 pageviews and 3.96 pages visited
per session per user.
HIGHER USER ENGAGEMENT
Comparing this to the same period without the App
(1 October 2019 – 31 March 2020), a total of 7,729
users came to the platform with 37,508 pageviews and
1.5 pages per session. Put simply, the page views have
increased by a factor of 3.1 and the page views per
users has increased 2.6 pages per users, so there’s been
a higher engagement by the users and twice as many
visitors came to the platform.
It’s worth pointing out that 892 mobile users have
increased the engagement to these levels and this number
over the coming years should be on an upward trend
ultimately year on year.
Engagement with the App is hoped to rise, and I
implore all members to engage with it – it is secure and
only GSRMA Members are on it. Further enhancements
are planned and it will also be a messaging service
between individual members and branches – allowing you

to react to news items and maintain contact with GSRMA
House and the Branch Membership.
The biggest change and one we’re already starting to
see take shape, is that globally most internet usage will be
done via a mobile device; for most people the mobile web
will be their primary way of experiencing the internet.
Sign up for the GSRMA App:
CHECK Visit the Members’ Only Area on
www.gardaretired.com.
CHECK Download the Garda Retired Mobile App
(Android or iOS Device).
CHECK Use the same login username and password registered
to access the Members’ Only Area of the website.
About the Author: James
O’Sullivan graduated from
UCC with a BSc in Business
Information Systems. He
is Co-Founder and Web
Development Director
at JamJo Ltd, which
supplies the IT solution to
the GSRMA’s social and
interactive media presence
electronically.
On returning to Ireland from the US, James cofounded and became Managing Director of JamJo
Ltd, a multidisciplinary digital development agency
based in Cork. Selected clients include RBS, Dept of
Education, KPMG, EY, Baker Tilly International, the
GSRMA and many others.

Síocháin 57

WILLIAM ‘BOY’ MURPHY

BOY MURPHY –
A TEAK-TOUGH OLYMPIAN
After serving 40 years
with An Garda Síochána,
William ‘Boy’ Murphy
finally stepped down in
1966. However, the tall,
former Olympic boxer
wasn’t quite ready for
a rocking chair and a
cupán tae – not a chance
– writes Christopher
Warner.
Royal Munster Fusiliers (RMF) in India.

W

hether hopscotching around the
world, battling in the ring or
simply patrolling his beat, William ‘Boy’
Murphy’s entire life had been spent
in motion. In the end, tucking into
retirement would become his greatest
challenge.
William John Murphy, Jr. was born
in the Punjab province (modern-day
Pakistan) on 4 September 1903. His
parents – William and Bridget (née
O’Connor) Murphy – were married in
Cobh Cathedral, Co. Cork in 1902.
The couple then set sail on a long
voyage to colonial India, where William
Sr. served in the Royal Munster Fusiliers
(RMF), a line regiment in the British
Army. The Murphy clan eventually
expanded to six boys and a girl, making
their home in various military garrisons.
During his youth, William
played a wide variety of sports in
faraway locations such as Khartoum,
Alexandria, Cairo and Rangoon.
However, as the oldest sibling, he
also assumed familial responsibilities
following the outbreak of WWI and
the RMF’s mobilisation in August
1914. The unit would engage in some
of the fiercest combat of the war,
58 Síocháin

The Murphy Family Photo
including the Gallipoli Campaign, the
Somme and the muddy quagmire of
Passchendaele.
FOLLOWING IN FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS
In the Spring of 1918, at the tender age
of 14 years, 267 days, William followed
in his father’s footsteps and enlisted in
the RMF. The subsequent armistice later
that year spared the teenager from
the carnage of ‘The Great War’ – but
the strapping young lad saw plenty of

fighting – albeit inside a boxing ring.
While stationed in North Africa, he
was crowned Middleweight Boxing
Champion of Egypt, the first of many
titles for the hard-hitting slugger.
Around this time, he became known
as ‘Boy Murphy’ – a moniker that stuck
with him all his life.
He returned to Ireland in 1922 as
the country erupted into Civil War.
Like thousands of soldiers in his former
regiment, Murphy had been unable to
fight in the War for Independence, but
soon joined the newly raised Irish Free
State National Army.
He initially posted to Victoria
Barracks (later re-named for Michael
Collins) in Cork and then became
a dispatch rider for the signal corps
at Portobello Barracks (now Cathal
Brugha Barracks) in Dublin.
BOXING CLEVER AT OLYMPICS
The 1924 Olympic Games marked the
first time in which Ireland competed as
an independent nation. In all previous
Olympiads, athletes from the Emerald
Isle were forced to represent Great
Britain.

WILLIAM ‘BOY’ MURPHY

A CAREER IN LAW ENFORCEMENT
Upon returning to Ireland, Murphy
continued to augment his well-earned
reputation as one of the most stylish
boxers of his era. He also embarked on
a new career path, taking the oath as a
member of the Gardaí [Reg. No. 7408].
Although Murphy’s decision to
enter law enforcement eschewed any
chance of turning professional, he
long remained active in the sport as a
fighter, coach and referee.

The Army Boxing Team in Portobello Barracks in 1924.
All that would change in Paris when
the Irish team proudly marched under
the tricolour with shamrocks on their
vests. A total of 27 nations, represented
by 181 boxers, competed across
eight weight categories. The fighters
were coached by Scotsman James
‘Tancy’ Lee, a former British fly and
featherweight champion and holder of
a Lonsdale Belt.
Murphy, who had won the Irish
Middleweight Championship earlier
in the year, scored a first-round KO
against Eugene Nowak of Poland
before losing to Canadian Leslie Black
in the quarterfinals. Despite going
home empty-handed, Murphy and his
fellow teammates laid the foundation
for future success.
IRELAND’S BOXING MEDALS
Irish boxers have gone on to claim more
Olympic medals (16 and counting) than
in all other sports combined – a feat
made possible by that inaugural squad
nearly a century ago. Additionally, the
tournament produced one of the most
bizarre incidents in Olympic history
involving a Frenchman, a Bobby and
accusations of cannibalism.
Harry Mallin, a London policeman
and the reigning Olympic Middleweight
champion, faced Roger Brousse of

France in a preliminary bout. At the end
of the fight, Mallin showed the Belgian
referee several bite marks on his chest.
But his complaints were ignored and
Brousse was declared the winner on
points, 2–1.
A subsequent inquiry resulted
in the decision being reversed, and
that’s when all hell broke loose in the
French capital. Angry crowds had to be
restrained by the Gendarmes, resulting
in calls for an end to the competition
for having stoked the flames of
nationalist tension. Mallin went on to
defeat fellow Briton John Elliott and
defend his title.

Gardaí Jim Murphy and Boy Murphy
at the Garda Depot in 1927.

The Garda Boxing Team pictured at
Dublin’s Phoenix Park Depot in 1927.

Garda William John Murphy.

By the time the next Olympics rolled
around, Garda Murphy had moved
up in class to the light heavyweight
(aka Cruiserweight) division. Held in
Amsterdam, he opened the account in
similar fashion as the previous Games,
knocking out his man in the opening
round.
He then pummelled Germany’s Ernst
Pistulla in the quarterfinals, flooring
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WILLIAM ‘BOY’ MURPHY

him twice. The judges, however, saw
things differently and awarded a highly
questionable decision to the German.
Pistulla was later killed in action
fighting on the Eastern Front in WWII.

Wedding photo of William J. Murphy and Alice Corbett in 1951.

William J. Murphy’s Olympic Games
card in 1928.
MENTORING YOUNG BOXERS
Meanwhile, in a different arena, a
medical student from County Cork
struck gold with a hammer. According
to legend, hammer throwing began
in Ireland around 2000 BCE, when Cú
Chulainn whirled a chariot wheel by its

axle, heaving it farther than anyone in
the land.
The sport would go through various
iterations over time and naturally,
became dominated by Irish-born
athletes. On the afternoon of 28 July
1928, Pat O’Callaghan added to this
pedigree by capturing Ireland’s first
Olympic title. Murphy, who counted
‘Doc’ as one of his best friends, burst
with pride upon seeing the Irish flag
raised and hearing ‘Amhran na bhFiann’
fill the stadium.
The promotion of sport within An
Garda Síochána – especially boxing
– developed some of Ireland’s finest
athletes and played a significant role in
earning respect from the public.
For his part, Murphy worked
tirelessly to support physical fitness
wherever he was stationed, including
Dublin, Limerick, Claremorris, Tralee,
Cavan, Kilkenny, Clonmel, Newcastle
(Co. Tipperary) and Waterford.

In most of those towns, he helped
establish boxing clubs and mentor
young fighters, providing invaluable

Daughter Maura O’Sullivan proudly
holds the ‘Boy’ Murphy Trophy.
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WILLIAM ‘BOY’ MURPHY

guidance by a two-time Olympian,
Tailteann Games Champion and winner
of five Senior Irish titles.
TRUSTED PILLAR OF THE COMMUNITY
While in Newcastle, a freak accident
would ultimately lead to unexpected
good fortune for the veteran Garda.
Near the small village of Knockeen he
met his future wife, Alice (nee Corbett),
whose family took him in and gave him
tea after he fell from his bike.
The towering policeman soon
became a regular caller to the house.
He and Alice were married at the
Grange Church in 1951 and shortly
afterwards they moved permanently
to Waterford City. Four years later, the
couple received a special Christmas
present with the birth of their daughter,
Maura, on 25 December 1955.
Murphy frequently patrolled the
quays of the former Viking seaport,
interacting with everyone he met along
the way. His physicality and notoriety
as a world-class boxer allowed him to
defuse most disturbances and restore
order with little resistance.
As a trusted pillar of the community,
he freely dispensed advice and offered
a sympathetic ear on delicate matters
such as domestic strife. Not surprisingly,
restless juveniles often found safe
harbour at the local boxing club.
DAUGHTER’S CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
His daughter Maura, now Maura
O’Sullivan, is a former Civil Servant and
mother of two children. Growing up in

Pictured on duty in Waterford City.

Waterford, her childhood memories are
inextricably linked to her father’s service
on the Force.
She recently shared her experiences
with ‘Síocháin’ magazine. “The first
time I saw him on point duty, I was
seven years of age, but the image has
stayed with me down through the
decades. I was in the back seat of a
neighbour’s car. They had kindly invited
me, as they often did, to go to the
beach with their daughters.
Returning from Tramore, the traffic
was heavy as the August race meeting
had just ended. As we approached
Bunker’s Hill, my friends suddenly
squealed with excitement. They pointed
out my dad in the middle of the
junction, controlling the traffic. There
he stood tall, as they all were in those
days, commanding, directing all he
surveyed.
To me, he seemed Godlike as all
the drivers obeyed his hand signals. I
suppose every little girl hero-worships
her dad, but I was very proud of mine
all those years ago as tall and majestic
with a kindly smile, he walked the beat
in Waterford City.”

William J. Murphy pictured in the
garden.
to his prized vegetable garden and
fruit trees. Every spring, his yard came
alive with an array of colourful flowers,
which he provided to neighbours as
carefully arranged bouquets. Murphy
passed away on 25 November 1979
and was buried in Rathcooney
Cemetery, Co. Cork.

NEW GARDENING ENDEAVOURS
After retiring from the guards, Murphy
worked as a security officer at Clover
Meats for several years. He eventually
took up the hobby of gardening and
embraced the new endeavour with the
same zeal as a jab-hook combo.
The tougher than leather ex-fighter
could be found meticulously tending

Boy Murphy.
About the Author: Christopher
Warner is an American actor
and freelance writer. He wrote
several articles for ‘Síocháin’ in
2020, while his other articles
have appeared in magazines and
websites across multiple genres,
including Military History Matters,
Portland Monthly, Fly Past, WWII
Quarterly, Aviation History,
and Irish America. He currently
resides in Co. Kerry with his wife,
Maureen, and their brood of cats.
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JOHN F. KENNEDY’S LETTER

THE MISSING JFK LETTER
There’s no doubt that many ‘Síocháin’ readers have treasured memories of the visit
of President John F. Kennedy to Ireland in June 1963. Thousands of Gardaí lined out
for duty across various locations of the whistle-stop tour of the country and got a
glimpse of one of the most iconic figures of world history, writes Fachtna O’Donovan,
Cork West Branch.

T

he visit was an outstanding
success and reflected well on our
young State internationally, as well
as on the country’s police force. In a
memo circulated to members prior
to the visit Commissioner Daniel
Costigan stressed that “the eyes of
the world would be on Ireland” and
directed them to display “efficiency,
smartness and courtesy”.
Three separate threats on
Kennedy’s life were received, and
the Commissioner wrote that “we
cannot overlook the possibility of
some lunatic, fanatical communist,
Puerto Rican, or other such like
person, coming here to assassinate
the President”.
How prophetic these words
proved to be just five months later.
After the visit, the Head of the Secret
Service, Jim Rowley, told Costigan
that it was his “considered opinion
that An Garda Siochana was the most
efficient police force at crowd control,
acting on the force of personality and
self-confidence”.

President John F. Kennedy pictured
during his visit to Ireland in 1963.
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Cousins of JFK, including retired
Garda Pat Kirwan, Cork West Branch
Member, pictured here in 1963 in
Wexford.
“THE THREE HAPPIEST DAYS”
President Kennedy described the
trip to the land of his ancestors as
“the three happiest days I’ve spent
in my life”. His sister Eunice who
accompanied him, recalled how
“he was very happy there, he never
stopped laughing”. In the weeks
following his return to Washington
the President wrote letters of thanks
to President de Valera, Taoiseach
Sean Lemass and External Affairs
Minister Frank Aiken. And there was
also a fourth letter written directly
to Commissioner Costigan in which
he expressed his thanks to the entire
Garda force for the handling of the
visit.
But Garda members who had
made an impression on the President
and his Secret Service detail were
denied the privilege of ever seeing
this letter, as the Commissioner
was bluntly prohibited by the senior
official of the Department of Justice
from circulating its contents at the
time. Knowledge of the existence

of the correspondence and the
circumstances of its ‘suppression’
did not come into the public domain
until the release of the State Papers
for 1963 over forty years later, in
December 2006.
In the letter, dated 19 July, JFK
wrote that he wished to extend his
“sincere appreciation and gratitude
for the many splendid public
receptions and motorcades during my
recent trip to Ireland. Not only you,
but also your entire department, were
most cooperative and worked many
hours assisting the preparations for
the visit”.
He concluded that “Ireland will
long remain a fond memory and
you, as well as all the men in your
command, have my deepest thanks
for making this possible”.

The Letter to Costigan.

JOHN F. KENNEDY’S LETTER

PERMISSION REFUSED TO PUBLISH
Commissioner Costigan drafted a
reply and sent it to Justice Minister
Charles J. Haughey for approval. He
also asked for permission to publish
the letter in the ‘Garda Review’.
The Department of Justice
Secretary General, Peter Berry, was
furious that President Kennedy had
written directly to the Commissioner,
thereby “exalting” him above the
Minister.
In a note to Minister Haughey,
he revealed his anger that “a Head
of State should write to a public
servant” and recommended that the
letter should not be published. He
added that “the Minister for External
Affairs too, might feel that protocol is
being brushed aside too rudely”.
On Berry’s advice, permission
to publish the letter “in the Garda
Review or any other publication” was
refused. Daniel Costigan had been
Assistant Secretary in the Department
of Justice and a colleague of Peter
Berry prior to his being appointed
Garda Commissioner in 1952.

GARDA MUSEUM DISPLAY
These days Daniel Costigan’s son
Mark lives in the idyllic Béara
Peninsula, having had diverse careers
in the capital such as a band guitarist,
radio presenter, political journalist,
and Government Press Secretary.
He lives not far from the small
village of Kealkill where his father
grew up. Mark maintains that his
father was greatly disappointed by
the petty act which prevented him
from conveying President Kennedy’s
message of thanks to the men under
his command.
Publication of the letter at the
time would have been a badly needed
‘morale booster’ for the entire force,
if not for the entire country.
Daniel Costigan retained the JFK
letter with his personal papers after
his retirement, along with a framed
signed photograph presented to him
by Jim Rowley. He passed away in
1979 and some years later Mark and
his siblings very generously presented
the letter and the Rowley photograph
to Commissioner Noel Conroy for
display at the Garda Museum.

arrived from Ireland when she landed
the prized position through the
connections of her cousin, NYPD
Cop, Jack Maloney.
She tells of talking to a young
Caroline Kennedy about her father,
who had been assassinated the
previous year. Caroline said: “The
people in Ireland must be very sad,
because my daddy was Irish and very
popular and people loved him”.
As Kathy told her how much her
daddy meant to the Irish people,
she said how her own father back
home in Inniskeen, Co. Monaghan
had come into her room for the
usual bedtime prayers and offered
up a prayer for the soul of President
Kennedy.
Kathy fell silent when she noticed
tears falling down Caroline’s cheeks,
but the little girl wiped away the
tears and said, ‘I was just saying a
little prayer for him’. ‘That’s good,
Caroline’ Kathy said, ‘I’ll say one for
him too’.
About the Author: A native of
Skibbereen, Co. Cork, Fachtna
O’Donovan joined An Garda
Síochána in 1980. He served in
Kevin St, Anglesea St, Tipperary
Town, Castletownbere and went
on a UN mission to the Western
Sahara before retiring in 2015.
He is married to Helen, and they
have six children. A book collector
and a keen local historian,
Fachtna is Secretary of the Beara
Historical Society.

Pictured at the presentation of the
Costigan Collection in 2000 (l-r):
John Costigan, Brenda McDonald,
Commissioner Noel Conroy, Mary
O’Donnell and Mark Costigan.

Garda Commissioner Daniel Costigan

OFFERING UP A PRAYER
In the recently published book
‘Jackie’s Girl’, Kathy McKeon recalls
her time employed as Jacqueline
Kennedy’s personal assistant. Kathy
was still in her teens and newly
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GARDA MISSIONS TO CYPRUS

DEATH ON THE ISLAND –
CYPRUS 1996
Since An Garda Síochána
replaced the Swedish Police
in Cyprus in 1993, going
to Cyprus on a UN Mission
was considered a holiday. A
nice peaceful island in the
Mediterranean with soaring
temperature and beautiful
beaches, but the experiences
there were quite the opposite
for Matt Cosgrave, Dublin
North Branch.

T

his year marks the 25th
anniversary in Cyprus when
unarmed Gardaí and other UN
police and military came under fire.
A violent clash between rival Greek
and Turkish Cypriot factions resulted
in the death of two Greek Cypriot
civilians and injuries to UN soldiers.
Through my long years of service
and duty at all of the demonstrations
during the 1970s in Ireland, especially
the violent ones after the hunger
strike deaths in the Maze Prison
and, of course, the burning of the
British Embassy in 1972, these were
nothing in intensity, hatred and
violence compared to the Cyprus
demonstrations in August and
September 1996.
These two opposing factions were
also armed and shooting at each
other. It created an atmosphere of
explosive ferocity that could escalate
into war. This violent demonstration
took place at an area known as
Dherynia, in the Buffer Zone between
the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot
areas. The Buffer Zone was created
to prevent the factions coming into
direct contact with each other.

Divided Island of Cyprus.
IRCIVPOL MISSION TO CYPRUS
The Irish Civil Police (IRCIVPOL)
Mission to Cyprus at that
time consisted of one Chief
Superintendent, one Superintendent,
two Inspectors, three Sergeants and
eight Gardaí – a total of 15 members.
The role is to maintain the’
status quo’ by liaising with all police
elements on the island and UN
military personnel and to gain the
confidence of the people. The UN
police have no powers and can only
exercise the mandate by the power of
persuasion. Yet, the role is crucial to
peace and stability on the island.
However, in August 1996, the Irish
members from An Garda Síochána
and other UN personnel were to
experience the true nature of the
basis of the conflict in this part of the
world.
In September 1996, ‘The Garda
News’ reported the following series

of events in August 1996 as reported
by Irish UN personnel:
“The demonstrators dismantled
the barriers and advanced straight
into the Buffer Zone and towards the
Turkish checkpoints going around the
UN personnel present. We joined with
the Austrian army and regrouped to
force the demonstration back.
At this stage the demonstrators
were throwing stones and missiles at
the Turkish side and similar missiles
were returned, including metal pieces
thrown from slings and catapults. It
was hard to avoid being hit with a
missile but luckily no UN personnel
were injured.
The demonstrators set some of
the terrain in the buffer zone on fire
and when it blazed at one time it
threatened to engulf the checkpoint
structure. The Turks reacted at this
stage with blank bullets and the
crowd ran back to the Greek side.
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However, on realising that the bullets
were blank they returned once more
with more ferocity and continued to
throw stones and missiles and other
objects.
This confrontation went on for
well over an hour when a flare was
thrown into the Turkish side which
started a fire in the area.
One police officer with shield and
baton ran to put the flames out and
while doing so was attacked with
stones and missiles.
It was at this stage that counter
demonstrations on the Turkish side
broke through the Turkish Ceasefire
Line and into the Buffer Zone. It
was now tit-for-tat with one group
running towards the other and hitting
each other with all kinds of missiles.
The situation was mayhem with
UN reinforcements endeavouring to
get the two sides apart and restore
order.
It was during this melee that some
Greek demonstrators were trapped
by a Turkish demonstration and
suffered a beating.
One such beating was received
by Tassos Isaak, a 25-year-old Greek
Cypriot who was killed on the spot.
All IRCIVPOL members present were
going to the aid of those attacked in
order to prevent serious injury
and death. However, regretfully
they were not successful on all
occasions.
During the demonstration
both Sergeant Lorraine Stack
and Garda Frank Flood who had
returned to Dherynia did trojan
work to stop the opposing
demonstrators who were
armed with iron bars, sticks and
cudgels from killing each other.
Indeed, both Sgt Stack and
Garda Flood were on hand to
pull Tassos Isaak from the crowd
but regretfully he was by then
dead.
The whole demonstration
lasted for about three hours
and live shots were fired by the
Turkish Army into the crowd
to disperse them. Eventually,
with the arrival of more UN

soldiers and with the help of Turkish
Police, both sets of demonstrations
were corralled behind their respective
ceasefire lines.
The crowds eventually dispersed
at about 6pm. Now the Greeks had
their martyr after 11 August and
the funeral had to come – another
occasion for demonstration.
We were back again in Dherynia
on Wednesday 14 August for the
funeral of Tassos Isaak. On this
occasion more UNCIVPOL were
on duty as well as UN troops. The
tension was running high as we now
had the experience of Sunday behind
us and were aware of the potentially
lethal nature of our duties.
All UN personnel suffered a wide
range of feelings from helplessness,
frustration, anger and fear combined
with tense apprehension for what
lay ahead. As we nervously waited
for the funeral ceremony to end and
the imminent arrivals of mourners
to protest at his death, we were
filled with apprehension. The roar of
motorbikes subsequently alerted us
to the impending danger.
Despite the presence of a large
numbers of Cyprus Police the
demonstrators swept away the
obstacles and once more were in the

buffer zone. They went to the spot
where Tassos Isaak was killed and laid
a wreath.
Stone throwing and the
bombardment of missiles was
ongoing while UN personnel
attempted to restrain and force the
demonstration out of the Buffer
Zone.
While the UN were forming
a human barrier between the
demonstrators and the Turkish Police
one young man broke through and
crossed into the Turkish Ceasefire
Line. He then proceeded to climb
the Turkish flagpole. He had only
climbed a few metres when he was
shot down in a hail of bullets and
died instantly. He was later identified
as Solomas Solomou, a local Greek
Cypriot and a cousin of Tassos Isaak.
The funeral of Solomou was
arranged for 6pm on Friday 16
August which was a tactical move
to avoid any further loss of life.
Nevertheless, tensions were high
and we once again found ourselves
manning the barricades. As the light
faded and the landscape around us
changed under the inky blackness of
night, it was hard not to be afraid.
What would emerge from the
darkness of night for us to deal

It was during this melee that
some Greek demonstrators
were trapped by a Turkish
demonstration and suffered
a beating. One such beating
was received by Tassos Isaak, a
25-year-old Greek Cypriot who
was killed on the spot.
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Solomas Solomoau.
with? Eventually the stillness was
broken not by the roar of avenging
motorbikes but by wailing laments
of Greek Cypriots as they filed past
the buffer zone in final homage
to Solomou. However, this final
demonstration passed off without
incident.
The week took its toll on all UN
personnel in the role they had to
play. It brought us face to face with
the reality of the Cyprus problem.
It exposed us to the depth of

hatred people feel for each other. It
demonstrated the dangers inherent
in all UN Missions and reminded us
forcefully that the UN Mission to
Cyprus is not a holiday.”
SUCCESSIVE GARDA UN MISSIONS
Over the next 25 years successive
Garda UN Missions have served in
UNFICYP, with the role of Deputy
Senior Police Advisor and Senior
Police Advisor also being held by
members of An Garda Síochána.

In 2021, An Garda Síochána have
deployed 12 members for UN duty
in Cyprus. The violence and deaths
of 1996 has not been repeated there
since and the political stalemate
between the Greek and Turkish
Cypriots on the issue of the divided
island of Cyprus remains.
Some progress has been made,
crossing points to and from the
Greek and Turkish Cypriot sides have
been established since 2000 but
it is a fragile situation. The events
of 1996 have already shown how
quickly things can erupt on this
beautiful Mediterranean island.
Greek Cypriots Tassos Isaak and
Solomas Solomou lost their lives on
11 and 14 August 1996 and their
deaths have been commemorated
every year since. A motorcycle
cavalcade travels the length of the
buffer zone stopping at different
points until they reach Dherynia.
It attracts a large crowd each
year policed by both Cypriot and
Turkish Police along with UN
personnel. Let us hope that the
25th commemoration brings further
progress as opposed to reigniting old
enmities.
Garda Supt Jarlath Duffy is the
current Deputy Senior Police Advisor
for the UN Peacekeeping Force in
Cyprus.

About the Author: Matt Cosgrave
hails from Carna in the heart of
the Connemara Gaeltacht. He
joined An Garda Síochána in
1959 and served all of his service
in the Dublin Metropolitan Area
(DMA), with the exception of one
year in Co. Tipperary. Matt also
served with the UN in Cyprus in
1995-96. He retired in 1997 from
Fitzgibbon Street. He is active in
the Dublin North Branch and is a
former GSRMA President. Matt
enjoys current affairs, reading,
music and travelling in his native
Connemara.
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A FOCUS ON THE PHOTO
DETECTIVES
Imagine investigating a case that is 150 years old and the only clue is a black and white
photograph? Imagine not knowing the place, the date or even those involved? Well, photo
detectives from around the globe do this on a daily basis for the National Library of Ireland on their
Flickr photo stream, writes John Mulligan, Dublin North Branch.

I

came to digital photography in
2005 when I was going to New
Zealand. My family gave me a small
Sony digital camera and the whole
world opened up for me. I was then
introduced to Flickr and one day I
came across the National Library of
Ireland (NLI) photo stream and I was
hooked.
Flickr is social media for
photographers and in 2009 they set
up ‘The Commons’ where institutions
and organisations could share their
archived photos to enable viewers
to comment and research the
background.
The NLI were one of those who
joined up and have been posting one
image a day ever since. The person
who did the posting was Carol
Maddock, an NLI employee, whose
quick wit, friendly demeanour and
insider knowledge gathered people
round. She selected really interesting
photos which helped get things
going.

NATIONAL LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS
Just before the financial crash, Carol
took a career-break and the project
went into limbo but some of the
followers volunteered to carry on
the task. The National Library was
wary of handing over control of their
precious photographs to outsiders.
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Eventually they agreed and three
volunteers took over. Someone
suggested that the volunteers should
have a name and that anyone
working for the National Library
should be called ‘Mary’ after Mary
O’Leary who worked there as a
secretary.
It was decided that the volunteers
would be called ‘Morning Mary’
who put up the photo each day,
‘Research Mary’ chooses the photos,
while ‘Summarising Mary’ would
do other tasks in the background.
There are lots of numbers about,
such as 90 million
views, 3,000
photographs
etc. but what
really matters is
the information
that has been
gathered.
An example of
the information
gathered would
be that relating
to a photo
from the Poole
Collection of a
wedding party
that was uploaded

recently. The entry in Mr Poole’s
Day Book showed that the shot
was commissioned by Mr Edward
Aylward of Kilkenny. Bells will be
ringing in the heads of some of you
now for good reason because Mr
Aylward was a Garda Superintendent
stationed in Rathmines and the
image was of his wedding day in
1947.
The entire group in the image
were identified as was the fact that
Ned was once a film star having
been chosen, because of his height
and good looks, to play a part in the
movie ‘Captain Lightfoot’.
Ned’s son joined in and he was
really delighted to read about his
dad online. Sadly, Ned died just after
retiring at the age of 60.
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE
The National Library of Ireland has
a vast collection of photographs

PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

that are housed in the Photographic
Archive in Meetinghouse Square in
Temple Bar. Many of the images are
on glass plates and some date back
more than 150 years.
The main collections available for
Flickr include:
• The Lawrence Collection 18651914
• The Stereo Pairs Collection 18601883
• The Poole Collection 1901-1954
• The Eason Collection 1900-1939
• The Clonbrock Collection 18601930
THE LAWRENCE COLLECTION
The story of the Lawrence Collection
is interesting. Legend has it that a
man was building a greenhouse and
commented on the price of glass to
his neighbour who told him that he
had piles of glass in his attic.
When they examined the glass,
they discovered that they were in
fact glass photographic plates and
were a priceless treasure. They
had belonged to the neighbours’
grandfather, William Lawrence, who
was long since dead.
Lawrence was an Englishman
who had become bankrupt running
a business in Manchester and had
moved to Dublin for a fresh start. He
had lost an arm due to an accident
as a youth so he could never become
a photographer, but he ran a very
successful business.
He employed a photographer
named Robert French who worked
for him for over 50 years and who
travelled the highways and byways
taking photos. Lawrence also bought
collections from other photographers
who were going out of business
and these included the Stereo Pairs
Collection and the Eblana Collection.
Some of the smaller collections
date right up to the 1970’s, so you
can see the photographs range from
50 to 150 years old. Very little is
known about them so finding out can
lead us on a merry chase. The great
benefit of the Internet is how much
can be researched online.

Census details,
maps, newspaper
archives, Registers
of Births, Marriages,
Deaths, shipping
manifests and trade
directories all have a
part to play. Names
over shops, posters,
newspaper adverts
outside newsagents,
clothing styles,
The Garda Depot.
women’s hats,
telephone lines, gas or electric
one of the first parades of Garda
lighting, trams - horse drawn,
Recruits from 1922 at the Garda
electrified or steam are all grist to the
Depot in the Phoenix Park. There is a
mill of research.
corresponding clip from British Pathe,
showing the recruits in training at this
Here’s a snapshot of the
time. Note the stripes on the cuff of
photographs and some of the
the right-hand man.
information gathered:
Police and the Pigs: This Poole photo
Boy on a Donkey: This photograph,
shows a party of RIC men escorting
also from the Poole Collection,
a herd of pigs on the quays in
is one of my favourites. It was
Waterford. Apart from lots of banter,
supposedly commissioned by a Mrs
it emerged that in 1890 there was a
Beecher. However, the researchers
dispute between pig buyers and the
found that the boy was Edmund
factories and the police were called in
Richard Fane Beecher of Lismore, Co.
so that the factories could continue
Waterford and that he was 11 years
to operate.
old at the time.
Edmund became
a Lieutenant in
the Royal Munster
Fusiliers (RMF) and
died in France on 19
July 1916 aged 19.
There is a beautiful
memorial to him
in the Church of
Ireland Cathedral in
Lismore.

One of the contributors was
Waterford native Paul O’Farrell,
whose great grandfather was in the
RIC there at that time and who may
even have been one of the officers in
the shot.
The Right Dress: An image from
the Hogan-Wilson Collection shows
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Peelers not Sojers: Whoever
prepared the catalogue entry for this
Tynan Collection photograph thought
that the Gardaí were soldiers. The
occasion was a visit by then Taoiseach
John A. Costelloe to Glenties in Co.
Donegal in 1951. The uniformed
man on the Taoiseach’s right is his
ADC and the clergyman is Canon
John Cunningham. We would love

to identify the Gardaí, so any help
would be most welcome.

you enjoyed my brief journey through
the historical aspects of being a
photo detective.
Indeed, many of you will have
in your possession many old
photographs and glass plates
pertaining to the early years of An
Garda Síochána – why not share
these with ‘Síocháin’ and become a
photo detective yourself!

About the Author: John Mulligan
from Limerick is a proud ‘Cookie’
(Young Munster Supporter). He is
a member of the GSRMA’s Dublin
North Branch. He joined An Garda
Síochána in 1967 and served in
the Bridewell DMA, Ballyconnell,
Finglas, Santry, Garda College and
finally Community Relations before
he retired from An Garda Síochána
in 2002.
Prior to joining the Force he
worked at a variety of jobs and
following his Garda career he
worked for a pharmaceutical
company. He enjoys rugby, travel,
reading, photography, dog walking,
is a member of two Toastmasters
clubs and a camera club. He lives
in Swords, Co. Dublin with his wife
Mary.

The Riley Family.

ENDING A REMARKABLE STORY
To finish, here is the culmination of
a remarkable story. Meet Annie and
Edward Riley with their four-year-old
twins Ethel and Sutcliffe. The Riley’s
are supposedly the only entire family
to have survived the sinking of the
Lusitania passenger liner off the Old
Head of Kinsale on 7 May 1915.
The photo was taken by Poole
the day after in Queenstown (now
Cobh). The Riley’s were returning to
Bradford in England having emigrated
to Pennsylvania. They intended to go
back again but instead remained in
England.
As you can see each day brings
a new mystery to light and an
opportunity to learn more about
some wonderful photographs. I hope
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BREACH OF TRUST

PRAGMATISM OR BREACH
OF TRUST?
In democratic countries,
government and parliament
legislate for the protection
of all, with police forces
mandated to enforce the
relevant legislation. In doing
so, officers walk in harm’s way,
and many pay the ultimate
price for their dedication to
duty, writes John O’Brien,
Central Committee & Dublin
North Branch.

T

his experience has been replicated
in Ireland – North and South –
particularly during ‘The Troubles’. The
contract also requires government to
honour their commitment to the rule
of law.

was resisted and all were eventually
released having served their sentences.
Amnesty: The Amnesty proposal
by the Northern Secretary Brendon
Lewis on behalf of the Westminster
government violates this principle. It is
a response to Tory political imperatives
in the UK. Significantly it has angered
all opinion on the island of Ireland.
It is a crude version of the ‘letters of
comfort’ given to the IRA.
Pragmatism: The British approach
is based on so-called pragmatism,
‘We can’t convict them – so we
will give them amnesty’. The British
also advance the untenable position
that this amnesty will free up the

perpetrators of historic crimes to
purge their guilt and reveal all for the
benefit of the victims. This process
has no parallels even in South Africa,
which often is cited as an example of
‘Truth and Reconciliation’.
Fundamentally, the beneficiaries of
this decision will be British State
actors. There has been a very
strong lobby in the Tory Party
for this approach. I concede that
concentrating on frontline soldiers or
security personnel places a burden
of guilt far away from where key
decisions were made. The secret
State system will be protected by
Public Interest Immunity Certificates.
The ultimate defensive position is to
provide amnesty to key state actors.

Legacy: The legacy of the past is
littered with terrible atrocities,
involving murder and grievous injuries
to thousands of people. These crimes
were committed by all parties in the
conflict. The Good Friday Agreement
in 1998 marked a process of
multilateral disengagement from the
Troubles.
It also had the effect of releasing
the perpetrators of terrible crimes.
The peace dividend was achieved
at a price. The British Government
provided secret ‘letters of comfort’
to the IRA (On the Runs – OTRs). The
calculation was that this strategy
was justified for the greater goal of
enduring peace and prosperity.
Indeed, there was very significant
pressure exercised in the south to
free the killers of Detective Garda
Jerry McCabe immediately. This
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be sufficient suspicion
attached to An Garda
Síochána and the
southern state to
undermine any claims
of collusion relating to
crimes in the north. It
gives me no pleasure to
describe this Deflection
Strategy, because I
fully recognise the hurt
and pain caused to
thousands during the
conflict.
Custody of Protected
Information: Who holds
critical information
on legacy crimes? In
the first instance the
PSNI has an enormous
amount of relevant
information. They hold
over 3,500 files in a
Dublin and Monaghan Bombings Friday 17 May
secure storage facility.
1974
The British Security
Services
control
the Deep State
Deflection Strategy: Since the
information.
Good Friday Agreement of 1998,
It is absolutely 100 per cent
a Deflection Strategy has been
certain that Deep State information
employed by some Northern
politicians and their supporters. There will never ever be disclosed.
Ostensibly, the PSNI has said that
are many instances of this strategy
it is willing to release information,
being employed. The ultimate
but in practice this process has been
deflection strategy is the amnesty
proposal by Westminster which
effectively sanitises all actions by
British State Actors.
This is a not too subtle attempt
to deflect the cries for accountability
for the multiple crimes committed
and the many allegations of State
collusion in the north. This strategy
has been aided by ‘helpful idiots’ in
the south who do not seem to care,
or understand, that our institutions
are being deliberately undermined. It
has also been aided by the process of
the gradual anglicisation of An Garda
Síochána in a way which would be
anathema to our founding fathers.
The purpose of the Deflection
Omagh 1998 – before the bomb.
Strategy is to ensure there would

slow and in most cases, nothing has
emerged willingly despite many legal
challenges.
All of this information will be
declared out of bounds if the amnesty
proposals become law. Self-evidently
certain individuals are personally
aware of critical facts, but it would
probably be a vain hope to consider
that they would break ranks.
The Cain Website lists the
horrors and crimes which were
committed during ‘The Troubles’.
This information is provided without
bias. From a southern perspective the
Dublin & Monaghan Bombings (1974)
and the Omagh Bombing (1998)
would be written off to expediency.
The murder of farmer Tom Oliver in
1991, the murders of RUC officers
Harry Breen and Bob Buchanan
(1989), the Ballymurphy Eleven
(1971) and countless more would be
expunged.
Good Friday Agreement 1998: This
historic agreement brought an end
to the Troubles, an end to the killing
in Northern Ireland, or at least the
transition to a reconciled past. Both
governments, east and west, agreed
that a retired Canadian Judge,
Judge Cory, would do an analysis of
several cases north and south. Both
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governments agreed to honour his
recommendations.
The south honoured their
agreement but the British reneged on
their part of the bargain. Classically,
they refused a Tribunal in the case
of the murder of Pat Finucane. They
even changed their rules to diminish
the power of their own Tribunals.
Judge Cory was furious with those
changes and was adamant that he
would never assist in a similar process
in the future.
Tom Oliver: More deflection
information was released recently
through helpful media, which
suggested that new DNA evidence
was available in the Tom Oliver
case and that the original Garda
investigation was flawed.
This allegedly resulted from the
investigations being carried out
by Jon Boucher under the banner
of ‘Operation Kenova’. Does Jon
Boucher have legal authority to
investigate in the south?
Tom Oliver was abducted in the
south and his body was found in the

Tom Oliver’s Farm
north. In simple terms, two crimes
were committed; in the first instance,
his forcible abduction (in the south)
which was followed by his murder
(in the north). On the face of it, this
was a hybrid crime involving both
jurisdictions.
Although there are legal provisions
which suggest that the murder of an
Irish citizen anywhere can be tried in
our Courts regardless of where the
actual killing took place. So, who has
the information regarding this crime?
In the first instance the PSNI’s
Assistant Chief Constable Drew Harris
told the Smithwick Tribunal on Day
124 that he knew the name of the

IRA figure who ordered the killing of
Tom Oliver. He wrote the name down
and handed this to Judge Smithwick.
He also alleged that information
had been passed to the Gardaí. This
cannot be independently verified.
The Garda Commissioner told the
Joint Committee on Justice & Equality
on 13 February 2019: “I have met the
family and I am due to meet them
again in the next couple of months.
They want an update on the review
that An Garda Síochána committed
to and has completed in respect of
the abduction and murder of Tom
Oliver. I will have a further meeting
with the family to brief them on

Jon Boucher

Tom Oliver
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BREACH OF TRUST

the review. The body of Tom Oliver
was recovered in Belleek, south
Armagh and so the Chief Constable
of the PSNI has jurisdiction of the
investigation of that murder. An
Garda Síochána will assist the PSNI
in any review that it will do as well in
respect of that murder.

Drew Harris
Question: In regard to the identity
of the person who directed that Tom
Oliver be murdered, where do the
family go from here?
Answer: That information is no
longer mine. It is now information
held by the Chief Constable in the
PSNI and it is for him to determine
what actions he will take next.
Do we understand that the Garda
Commissioner has information
relating to the murder of Tom Oliver
which he is unable to share with his
own investigators? This would surely
be an incredible position and would
be even more bizarre if the British
amnesty proposals become law.
A clear conflict of interest would
then emerge and indeed, it is
arguable that such a conflict already
exists. What would the position
be if the principle was applied to
thousands of cases in the North
which the Garda Commissioner has
detailed knowledge of and may feel
precluded from sharing with his own
investigators?

Peter Keeley/Kevin Fulton: The
other person holding considerable
information is the self-confessed
and acknowledged British Agent
Peter Keeley/Kevin Fulton, who gave
specific detailed information to the
Smithwick Tribunal on the abduction
of Tom Oliver, although he denied
that he was involved in the murder.
He was present at the Tribunal on
Days 66, 67 and 68, commencing on
14 December 2011.

van, I got into the front, drove it and
it already had been a prearranged
place in Kingscourt for me to leave
off the person, so it was…
.... so, what I did is, I pulled in at
the, they call it the yellow house, it’s
a small estate but there’s, like, a big
wall and there’s big grounds and I
checked inside the back of the van
and there was a wellington boot still
in it so I threw the wellington boot
over the wall.

The following are the extracts of his
evidence:
.... I was told to go and get a van.
I would usually hire a van from a
garage near Hilltown, I would hire
cars, vans and I hired a small van with
a sliding side door in it and the unit
got together and arrested Tom Oliver;
they took him away…
.… I had the van, there was another
car went with us, we went to the
Ballymascanlon Hotel, pulled into the
car park, I got into the car with this
other guy from Cooley and the team
went in the van that I had brought
down to his house, and they arrested
him…
.... Mooch got into the back of the

SMITHWICK TRIBUNAL IMMUNITY
Peter Keeley/Kevin Fulton was given
immunity by the Smithwick Tribunal
and this State paid his lawyers
€456,645. He was on the payroll
of MI6 all that time. Incidentally the
Smithwick Tribunal paid the lawyers
for Freddie Scappaticci, also known
as ‘Steak Knife’, €382,270.
He did not give evidence to the
Tribunal. He was present to ‘protect
his name’ and to assert that he was
not the ‘Steak Knife’ who was a key
figure in the Provos Nutting Squad
and a full-time British agent.
In conclusion, it is impossible
to find words strong enough to
condemn these atrocious events and
now the guilty are to be provided
with an amnesty so that the deep
State secrets of the British can be
protected.
It is long past time that our
State woke up. Should the amnesty
proposals become law, many killers
will walk free. How can this be
justified?
About the Author: John
O’Brien holds an MSc, and
he is the former head of the
International Liaison and
Protection Section at Garda HQ.
He was a frequent visitor to the
US. He is a published author
and commentator and is a
member of the GSRMA Central
Committee.
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POLICING COUNTY
KERRY
Policing in County Kerry has been associated with many
events in national and local history down through the years,
from the foundation of County Constabulary units in 1822.
The county had the Baronial Constabulary until the early
1800s, while night watchmen were employed in the towns
up to the 1920s, writes Donal. J. O’Sullivan, Tralee Branch.

B

y the 1840s the Irish Constabulary
was well established – particularly
in Tralee where they had three
barracks in the town. This established
policing system continued when the
Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) was
founded in 1867.
In May 1880, a substantial threestorey building in the centre of Tralee
town came on the market and was
purchased by the Inspector General
of the RIC to serve Tralee town as
well as becoming the District HQ for
Tralee District and for the offices of
the County Inspector.
During the Land War of the 1880s
which resulted in some callous
murders, policing in the county
became very difficult and auxiliary
police had to be employed to mind
vulnerable property and individuals.
The period between 1890 and
1916 was a relatively peaceful time;
and County Inspector Samuel Waters
founded a cricket club and a golf club
while he was stationed in Tralee for a
period in the 1890s. Tralee RIC tugof-war teams were the best in the
country in the early 1900s.
ARREST OF ROGER CASEMENT
In 1916, Tralee RIC became the centre
of Irish and international news when
at 2.30am on Good Friday, Sir Roger
Casement, Captain Robert Monteith
and Daniel Bailey landed at Banna
Strand from a German submarine.
Casement was arrested some
84 Síocháin

hours later in an old fort close to
Banna beach by Constable Thomas
Reilly. He was first taken to Ardfert
and then to Tralee RIC HQ. While
detained at Tralee he was befriended
by Head Constable John A. Kearney
who prevented Sir Roger from being
put in a cell due to the poor health of
the latter.
Kearney sat with Casement
through the night in the billiard room
of the barracks and took him to his
private quarters for meals cooked
by Mrs Kearney. In February 1922,
General Michael Collins invited John
A. Kearney – who was then a District
Inspector at Boyle – to assist him in
setting up the Civic Guards.
Kearney made a significant
contribution to the setting up of the
Force, but he became the centre of a
most malicious and vicious campaign
to the effect that he had mistreated
Casement and had built up the case
against Casement.
Kearney had not been a witness
against Casement at his trial. The
situation became so bad that he had
to flee to the UK for his own safety,
followed by his wife and young family
and they never returned.
MASSIVE MILITANT REPUBLICANISM
The massive growth of militant
republicanism in Co. Kerry from 1918
onwards was due to most of the
volunteers joining the Irish Volunteers
under the strong leadership of Austin

District Inspector John A. Kearney
made a huge contribution to the
setting up of the Force.
Stack from Tralee. Stack, who had
captained an All-Ireland winning
football team, had been elected as
a Sinn Féin TD in the 1918 General
Election.
In Dáil Eireann, he was given
the responsibility of setting up a
‘Republican Police Force’ which was
expected to replace the RIC (This
in later years became his principal
reason for the vilification of John A.
Kearney and the Gardaí).
There were many casualties on
both sides during the War of
Independence 1919 – 1922. The
first attack in Ireland on the police in
their barracks took place at Gortatlea
about six miles from Tralee on 13
April 1918 and two of the raiders
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county barracks were either occupied
by the ‘Irregulars’ or burned down by
them.

DI Tobias O’Sullivan was fatally shot in Listowel, as he walked along the
street holding the hand of his six-year-old son.
were killed. Several RIC men were
killed.
The murder of four police officers
was particularly brutal – the shooting
dead of Head Constable Frank
Benson, the father of six young
children in broad daylight in Tralee
town; the fatal shooting of District
Inspector Tobias O’Sullivan as he
walked along the street in Listowel
holding the hand of his six-year-old
son; and the kidnapping and torture
of Constable Patrick Waters (a native
of Spiddal, Co Galway) and a Black
and Tan named Ernest Bright.
Their bodies were then thrown
into the furnace at the local gas
works. The RIC was disbanded in
February 1922 and many of the

ARRIVAL OF CIVIC GUARDS
Tralee and the other towns in Kerry
were under the control of the
‘Irregulars’ until August 1922. The
RIC barracks in Tralee was taken over
by the Irregulars and used by them
until a Battalion of Free State troops
under Colonel Paddy Daly arrived by
sea at Fenit and marched into the
town.
As they arrived, the Irregulars set
fire to Tralee barracks before vacating
it and they also set fire to the military
barracks they had also occupied in
the town, while the RIC barracks at
Listowel was also destroyed by fire by
the Irregulars.
The first Civic Guards arrived in
Tralee by boat from Dublin in
September 1922, as the Railway
Bridge at Mallow was destroyed.
Gardaí came to Killarney in October
and to other small villages at a later
date.
The first Gardaí who came to
Tralee got accommodation in a big
house in Denny Street, as the RIC
barracks had been partially destroyed
by fire. They took over the former
RIC barracks in 1925 following its
restoration.

The first Gardaí who came to Tralee lived in a big house in Denny Street.
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The new Civic Guards were
particularly welcomed by the
Clergy of the Diocese and by those
who supported the Free State
Government. Most people were glad
to witness their arrival as there had
been much trouble and mayhem over
the previous years.
They were not welcomed by the
Republican elements who totally
opposed the formation of the Garda
Force in the first place. Republican
sentries were placed at railway
stations to prevent potential Garda
recruits getting to Dublin to join the
Force. Supt J. Halligan arrived at an
early stage in Tralee and he had a
great influence on the situation.
MULTIPLE DEATHS BY LANDMINES
The Civil War had started before the
Civic Guards came to Kerry and it
is acknowledged that it was worse
in Kerry than in any other county
in Ireland. There were many savage
shootings and deaths and historians
will recall the multiple deaths by
landmines at Knocknagoshel, at
Ballyseedy outside Tralee, Countess
Bridge in Killarney and at Cahirciveen.
It was a horrific situation for the
Gardaí to be in the middle of all this
savage war-like situation. The only bit
of relief for them was that they did
not have to investigate all the
murders which then took place
– as all ‘political’ murders were
investigated by the National Army,
which had its base in Tralee military
barracks.
Gardaí had to mind themselves
and watch out for their own safety.
Smaller Garda stations around the
county suffered many attacks by the
rebels who, in some cases, took out
their uniforms and burned them.
They also stole suits and valuables
belonging to individual Gardaí. This
was all done at gunpoint.
Scartaglen Garda Station was
raided by the criminals on 3
December 1923 and a young Sgt
James Woods [2358] was shot dead
by the raiders. He was the second
member of the Force to be shot after
leaving the Depot.

On 21 January 1933, an attempt
was made on the life of Sgt Pat
Bevan as he returned to his home
at Ballymullen, Tralee. He was
ambushed by two men armed with
a rifle and shotgun. It was raining
heavily at the time and the Sergeant’s
wet waterproof coat deflected the
pellets from the shotgun while the
shots from the rifle missed him. He
had a very lucky escape.

Sgt James Woods was the second
member of the Force to be shot after
leaving the Depot.

O’DUFFY AND THE BLUESHIRTS
On 13 October 1933, former Garda
Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy arrived
in Tralee accompanied by Comdt
Cronin to establish a branch of the
‘Blue Shirts’. They stayed overnight
in a hotel at Denny Street and during
the night General O’Duffy’s car was
maliciously burned out in the hotel
car park. That afternoon, both men
were walking in the town centre

Former Garda Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy arrived in Tralee on 13 October
1933 to establish a branch of the ‘Blue Shirts’.
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had been stolen from Caball’s shop and
the Gardaí had to take some vulnerable
people to the Garda station for their own
safety. Garda assistance came from Cork and
Limerick, while an army detachment from
Limerick cleared the mob at bayonet point
from the streets.
Eoin O’Duffy had to be spirited out of
Tralee along a back-road to Killarney. Many
of the people involved in the melee were
attended to at Tralee Hospital. Nine men
were later convicted at the Special Criminal
Court and sentenced to imprisonment arising
from the occurrence. Mr O’Duffy was highly
critical of the Gardaí for their lack of action.

when they were viciously attacked
and assaulted by a crowd who had
assembled there. Mr O’Duffy was hit
on the head with a hammer and bled
profusely.
Delegates attending the meeting
were attacked with hurleys, which

TRALEE GARDA STATION ATTACK
In the early hours of the next morning, Tralee
Garda Station was attacked from the rear
with a machine gun.
Many of the windows were broken
and several bullets had passed through
the upper storey of the station – including
the dormitory, while other bullets were
embedded into interior walls and partitions.
Luckily nobody was killed or injured.
On St Patrick’s Day 1935, there were

About the Author: Donal
J. O’Sullivan, who retired
as Chief Superintendent of
the Kerry Division in 1996,
hails from Caheragh in
West Cork and joined An
Garda Síochána in April
1957. He has served in
Kildare, Wicklow, Carlow,
Tipperary, Mayo, Garda
College and Kerry.
Donal has written
in many past editions
of Síocháin and is the
author of a number of
books including ‘The Irish
Constabularies 18221922’, ‘The Depot’,
‘District Inspector John
A. Kearney’ to name but
a few. Now residing in
Tralee, Co. Kerry with his
wife Olive, Donal enjoys
travelling, gardening and
historical research.
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more serious incidents in the town when Minister Frank
from Co. Kerry. One of them, Charlie Kerins of Tralee, was
Aiken addressed a public meeting at Castle Street in
executed by hanging on 3 December 1944 for the murder
Tralee. It clashed with an IRA meeting at Denny Street
of D/Sgt Dinny O’Brien at Ballyboden, Co. Dublin in 1942.
followed by an IRA march to the Republican Plot at Rath.
A petition signed by 80,000 people had no effect on the
Eggs were thrown at the Minister and at his platform with Fíanna Fail Government.
a lot of heckling
and disturbances.
Both groups of
followers clashed
but the big
number of Gardaí
present prevented
more serious
injuries.
Later that
evening, D/Sgt
John B. Reynolds
DEMOLITION | ENVIRONMENTAL | RECYCLING
was fired at with
a revolver as he
returned to his
station in Tralee.
Tel: +44 (0)28 3026 5331 Email: info@tinnelly.com
Two of the bullets
passed through
his greatcoat but
luckily, he was
not injured. Later
in the night the
rear of the Garda
Station was again
attacked with
a machine gun
firing from the
yard of the Denny
factory at the rear
of the Station.
In 1957,
the Divisional
Force received
much publicity
following the
murder of a small
farmer named
Mossie Moore,
about six miles
north of Tralee.
The murder was
never solved
and has been
immortalised by
John B. Keane in
his play and film
‘The Field’.
Since 1940,
five Chiefs of
Staffs of the IRA/
PIRA have come

www.tinnelly.com
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GARDA HANDBALLER

B
PATRICK PERRY
– THE GREATEST
GARDA HANDBALLER
There have been many fine Garda handballers
since the formation of An Garda Síochána in 1922.
However, Roscommon’s Paddy Perry will go down in
history as the greatest of them all, having won 13
All-Ireland titles during his sporting career, according
to Noel Hynes, Naas Branch.

Paddy Perry with some of his huge collection of handball trophies.
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orn in Boyle, Co. Roscommon in
1909, Paddy Perry joined An Garda
Síochána on 16 April 1931, retired on
18 March 1972 and died on 22 April
1983 in Palmerstown, Dublin.
Most of his service was spent in
the Fingerprint Department in John’s
Road and latterly in HQ at the Depot
in the Phoenix Park. Before going
on to eulogise Paddy’s extraordinary
success as an accomplished handballer,
I will give a short history of this game
which has been played in many other
countries apart from Ireland.
As a matter of fact, the first
recorded game of striking a ball with a
hand against a wall was in Scotland in
1427. The reigning King there at the
time was James 1, who probably played
for exercise rather than competitively,
ordered a cellar window in his Palace
Courtyard to be blocked up as it was
interfering with his game.
Ironically, this action would lead
to his death by assassins in February
1437 while hiding in a sewer tunnel
and could not escape because of the
blocked window. So, the origin of the
game of handball goes back a long
time.
IRISH HANDBALL ASSOCIATION
Here in Ireland, there are accounts of
the game being played in one-wall
alleys in the 18th century and Irish
immigrants to England, Australia and
the USA spread the game to a much
wider audience.
Then in the 19th century, handball
in England began to be played with
two-sided walls and this feature also
took place in Ireland. In England, the
game was supported by the aristocracy
who built expensive courts in their
country estates while in Ireland, the
military and landowning classes did
likewise. The commoners, of course,
continued playing in the one-wall
version of the game, often against the
wall of a house or a church.
When the GAA was founded
in 1884, handball was included in
their Charter as one of the sports
to be promoted by the Association
and they wrote the first rules of the
modern game. In 1924, the Irish
Handball Association was established
to promote, develop and organise the
sport and in 2009, the Irish Handball
Council was rebranded as the GAA Irish
Handball Council.

GARDA HANDBALLER

the Depot.
The Garda Football Team defeated
St. Joseph’s while hurling team
defeated Faughs. Despite sustaining
injuries to his ankle and one of his ribs
in those games earlier that day (and
advised not to play any games for
some weeks) he still decided to play in
the Dublin Handball Final that evening
against none other than Peter Berry.
Berry was then the Secretary of the
Department of Justice (1929-1971)
and hit the headlines in 1970 during
the Arms Crises, clashing with Charlie
Haughey in the process. Paddy beat
Berry in that final even though Berry
refused to have the game postponed
due to Paddy’s injuries.
Boys playing handball at a handball court in Ireland in the 1930s. (Photo courtesy
of the National Library of Ireland)

In my native village of Kilworth in
North-East Cork, the game of handball
has been played there as far back as the
1920s and perhaps even earlier which
had a four-wall alley complete with a
gallery. It’s still there but no longer in
use, as a new modern indoor one was
built in the GAA complex further down
the village.
COUNTY AND NATIONAL LEVELS
In recent years, my school colleague
and one-time neighbour, Michael
Dunne, in his capacity as coach has
produced some great handballers at
county and national level – the most
recent being Brid Horgan who won the
Under-17 girls single All-Ireland title in
2013.
Indeed, Michael himself won the
Munster Minor Singles title in 1951 as
well as the Doubles title and continues
to promote the game of handball in
his native village – dedication in the
extreme.
Two years before Paddy Perry
joined An Garda Síochána, he won the
All-Ireland Junior Singles title in 1929
and also the Junior Softball Doubles,
partnered by T. Gaughran from
Roscommon.
He was the reigning Senior Singles
Champion when he joined in 1931.
He then won a further seven titles
up to 1937; that is eight All Ireland
Senior Softball Singles titles in a row.
This record would take five decades to

surpass, which was achieved by Duxie
Walshe of Kilkenny.
AN EXTRAORINDARY ATHLETE
He also decided to try his hand playing
hardball and won an All-Ireland Doubles
title in 1936 partnered by Roscommon
man, Paddy Reid, who incidentally was
also a member of An Garda Síochána.
Along with that very impressive record,
Paddy also added two Senior Softball
Doubles titles in 1932 and 1933,
partnered by another Roscommon man,
Alfie Mullaney.
Perry played handball at a pace
that was unknown before his time with
grace in his every stroke coupled with
blinding power behind every ‘kill’. He
was an extraordinary athlete as he also
participated in Gaelic Football, Hurling
and Soccer, winning three football
championships in a row with the Dublin
Garda team in 1933, 1934 and 1935.
He obviously liked to mix the codes as
he lined out with Sligo Rovers as their
goalkeeper under the name of Mickey
Rooney.
Two of his cousins named Rooney
were already playing for that club.
My research has failed to establish
whether he was ever banned or not.
Paddy established another record for
the books when he won three Dublin
Senior Championships on the one day
in 1934 – Football and Hurling in Croke
Park and later that day the County
Handball Title at the Handball Court in

Extract from Jubilee (1922-1972)

ENDURANCE QUALITIES
Paddy Perry certainly demonstrated
his endurance qualities that day while
endorsing that sportsmanship always
wins out. As far as I can recall, this feat
was also partly achieved by the late
Jack Lynch – the former Taoiseach of
Cork fame in the 1940s – without the
handball element. Like the great Jack
Lynch, some of Paddy’s trophies are also
on display in the Croke Park Museum.
In remembrance of his exploits as the
supreme handballer, the people of
Roscommon presented Paddy with the
‘Hall of Fame’ Award in 1969.
To state that there is no limit to
what the human body can endure
would be an understatement. Paddy
Perry is a typical example of this
phenomenon as he demonstrated
when he and his wife, Babs (née Kelly)
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GARDA HANDBALLER

a native of Kildorrery, Co. Cork,
won the Leinster Ballroom Dancing
Competition. No doubt his amazing
agility in the handball alleys of Ireland
came to the fore in the Ballrooms of
Romance.
I compare myself with Paddy as
I also played handball, football and
hurling (and also ballroom dancing
every Saturday night in Toughers
Ballroom in Naas). However, unlike
Paddy, I do not have as many trophies
to display and never had the honour of
playing in Croke Park.
As a handballer, Paddy Perry will be
remembered as the complete player,
fast and strong and always courteous
to referees as well as to his opponents.
He was indeed a credit to his county,
country and to An Garda Síochána
where he served with distinction for 41
years. It would not be unreasonable to
suggest that a bronze statue be erected
inside the Main Gate of the Garda
Depot where he served for many years,
in his honour.
RAISING PRESTIGE OF THE FORCE
On reflection, if General Eoin O’Duffy,
the second Commissioner of An Garda
Síochána, had not persuaded Paddy
Perry to join our Force, what a loss it
would have been to our revered body
as he definitely raised the status of An

due to travel to the USA where his
uncle was domiciled. As the game
of handball was being played there
at that time, Paddy would still have
ended up as a handball champion
anyway.
Paddy Perry did not depart this life
without handing over his endurance
gene to his son also named Paddy,
who lost his left arm in 1972 in a
motorcycle accident not far from the
Glocca Morrow Inn approx. two miles
from the village of Kilworth. He also
fractured his spine and ended up
paralysed for a period.

Garda Handball Records

Garda Síochána by his exploits in the
handball alley.
O’Duffy was very conscious of the
fact that it was important to encourage
athletes to join the newly formed
Garda Síochána, to raise the prestige
of the Force thereby associating
the people more closely with them.
Indeed, he was successful in this
strategy and arranged to build several
handball alleys beside Garda Stations
giving further impetus to the game of
handball.
Prior to joining in 1931, Paddy was

A CHIP OF THE OLD BLOCK
The mind boggles how some cope
with adversity in life, but if you are
lucky to inherit the endurance gene,
the sky is the limit. This certainly
helped Paddy Junior in recovery and
to go on to create an unusual record.
Paddy took his surgeon’s advice and
took up golf in 1990 even though he
had never played the game previously.
In 1994, he joined Lucan Golf
Club where he got down to business
in earnest. His sheer tenacity was
rewarded when playing off 19 he shot
a nett 70 in the opening round and
followed up with a 67 for a total of
137 to beat 600 members and win the
Captain’s Prize.

Paddy Perry Junior joined Lucan Golf Club in 1994 and won the Captain’s Prize the same year.
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GARDA HANDBALLER

I am quite sure
that his golfing
colleagues
in Lucan
christened
him ‘the one
arm bandit’
and obviously
admired his
courage and
his dedicated
commitment in
overcoming his
adversity – and
following in
the footsteps
of his famous
father in
demonstrating
what the
human body
can endure.
On
receiving his
prize, Paddy
stated that
winning the
Captain’s Prize
was amazing
and if it
inspires anyone
to overcome
adversity then
all the better.
The Irish Times
published a
lovely photo of
Paddy about to
take a swing
accompanied
by an article.
People like
Paddy are an
inspiration in
our society and
long may that
continue. His
father, Garda
Paddy Perry
would have
been secretly
impressed – a
chip off the old
block!
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About the Author: Noel Hynes hails from Kilworth in Cork and lives in Clane, Co. Kildare He joined An Garda
Síochána in 1955 and was stationed in Birr, Thurles, Store St, Dublin Castle, Killarney and Harcourt Square. Noel was
also a founding member of St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union in 1964. He retired gracefully in 1987. Noel has written
many articles for ‘Síocháin ‘over the years.
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PAPAL VISIT TO CLONMACNOISE

POPE JOHN PAUL II VISITS
CLONMACNOISE
During any Garda’s service there is always
a few special memories that stand out.
For Michael Dalton, Offaly Branch, one of
those special memories was the visit by
Pope John Paul II to Clonmacnoise in Co.
Offaly to 30 September 1979.

I

am sure many of our readers – especially the younger ones –
will wonder what is so special about Clonmacnoise to merit
a Papal visit.
This Christian site was established in 548 AD by Saint
Ciaran when he built his first Catholic Church there. St. Ciaran
was a native of Rathcroghan, Co. Roscommon, the home
of Queen Maebh and a townland near where I was born
and reared. Over the next few hundred years, Clonmacnoise
became a centre of learning. religion, trade, craftmanship and
political influence.
In those times for the population to survive and prosper
you had to be under the patronage of the ruling King. If the
power of the King changed, your churches and buildings were
liable to be burnt to the ground and destroyed.
Up to the 8th Century most of the buildings were
constructed of timber and thatch but from then onwards
stone was used. 		
The largest cathedral on the site of Clonmacnoise was
built in 909 AD, but in all seven churches were built on the site
which is on the bank of the River Shannon.
BUSH TELEGRAPH IN OPERATION
By the mid-1500s, the whole area resembled a small town. It

Aerial view of Clonmacnoise (Image courtesy of Heritage Ireland).
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Clonmacnoise in 1979 (Pic courtesy of The Irish Times).

had become an important place of learning with its fame
having spread to Europe. In 1552, an English Army Garrison
from Athlone attacked Clonmacnoise and reduced it to
ruin, as the English felt it was becoming too powerful.
Most of the stone buildings and monuments remain
as they were then. The site is now under the control of
the Office of Public Works (OPW) and has become a
major tourist attraction in the area. In advance of his visit
to Ireland, Pope John Paul II had made it known that he
wished to visit Clonmacnoise.
The Pope’s visit to Clonmacnoise was to be regarded
as private and because of this only a small number of
guests would be allowed on the site during his visit. Long
before social media was created the bush telegraph was in
operation and every man, woman and child in the area who
claimed to have a touch of religion (and many who had no
religion) wanted to be in Clonmacnoise on the morning of
30 September.

PAPAL VISIT TO CLONMACNOISE

LARGE SECURITY OPERATION
An Garda Síochána suspected that a large crowd would turn
up, whether they were invited or not. So, not to be caught
on the wrong foot, a large security operation was put in
train and Gardaí from all over the midlands were part of the
operation.
On a fine September morning, I was on my post in
Clonmacnoise before daybreak, on security duty at the rear
boundary wall of the site, which was close to a concrete
helicopter pad where the Pope’s helicopter was due to
land. To access the site the Pope had to cross a stile in the
boundary wall. I was responsible for everyone accessing or
leaving by that stile.
Entry by the Pope was no problem but when he was
leaving, it was a different matter. When the Pope crossed
the stile, the helicopter was waiting for him on the pad
ready to take off. The Pope sat into the helicopter and
started to wave at the crowd. Suddenly a young girl ran
from my right-hand side and made a run for the door of the
helicopter.
The door was still open, and the Pope beckoned her
to keep coming. I could see my reputation in security
disappearing, so I managed to take her away before she got
to the Pope. When the helicopter had departed, I had a look
to see how my security lapse had occurred and discovered
that there was small window in the boundary wall near the
stile. The young girl had used it to find a weak spot in my
security.
PART OF THE PAPAL VISIT
Lately, I learned of one interesting story which details how
people used their ingenuity to be part of the Pope’s visit and
to get near him on the day. Frankie McDonald, a young man
from Clones, Co. Monaghan, joined the Irish Army.
He played the trumpet in the Army Band for several
years. He lived in Athlone and after completing his service,
he continued to live there. He joined Joe Dolan and The
Drifters Showband as a trumpet player, a journey which
took him all over the world.
On the day of the Pope’s visit, Frankie decided that he
would love to play a trumpet fanfare on the Pope’s arrival
in Clonmacnoise. There was only one problem – he had
no official request or pass to access the site. He had also

Pope John Paul II gives his Papal Blessing.

another reason for making the journey to Clonmacnoise.
His mother-in-law said that she would not sleep easy
again if she did not see the Pope in Clonmacnoise. So, Frankie
packed his trumpet in its case and with his mother-in-law and
his three children set off for Clonmacnoise in the middle of
the night. He knew that he would be stopped at several Garda
checkpoints, so he had his story well thought out.
Frankie knew that the Army Band was playing for the Pope
in Knock, Co. Mayo the same day so when the first Garda put
up his hand, Frankie said that he was excused going to Knock
but was playing for the Pope in Clonmacnoise instead. The
Garda said “good man” and waved him on.
He parked on a hillside, overlooking the site and left the
children and their granny to view the Pope from a distance.
Things were going well, so with his trumpet case under his
arm, he decided that he had to be near the Pope to play a
trumpet fanfare.

The huge crowds pictured during the papal visit to Clonmacnoise.

PLAYING HIS OWN TRUMPET
So, with a smile on his face and plenty of confidence he
headed for where the Pope was going to enter. He explained
his mission to a multitude of Gardaí and they all told him to
carry on. So, when the Pope entered the site, he played his
fanfare and the only mistake he made was that he had no
photograph to prove the event.
In all approximately 40,000 people tuned up that day and
most of them were accommodated on a hillside overlooking
the site. Three Garda Detectives from Tullamore – Mick
Gillespie, Noel Lynagh and John Duncan – were part of the
inner circle, who provided security for the Pope that day.
When Covid-19 is over and we can travel the country
again consider paying a visit to Clonmacnoise and see can you
find the stile in the boundary wall.
About the Author: Mick Dalton is a committee member
of the Offaly Branch. Originally from Co. Roscommon
he joined An Garda Síochána in 1963 and served in the
Laois and Offaly areas during his service. Michael took to
writing the history of An Garda Síochána in the Tullamore
District and it is now in print. Michael is assisting the
GSRMA in its Oral History Project on the first 100 years of
An Garda Síochána at this time.
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HISTORICAL RECORDS

COMMEMORATING
THROUGH ETHICAL
MEMORY
Much has been written, spoken and otherwise commented upon regarding the proposed schedule
of national and institutional commemorations planned to mark the centenary of the foundation of
the State in 1922, according to John Duffy, Dublin West Branch.

S

uch commemorations rely
primarily on the primary source
material that document such
events – those primary sources can
be oral (i.e., recorded oral history),
documentary history (i.e., Bureau of
Military History – written statements
taken from survivors of events that
happened at this time).
Archival records were composed
during this period by State Agencies,
be they Colonial Office papers or
papers of the Irish Departments of
State, Institutional Archives (i.e.,
Garda Archives.) etc…
Secondary sources such as written
publications and newspapers can
combine to either corroborate or
differ with primary source records.
Unfortunately, there are few if any
survivors of this period who would be
in a position to be interviewed as to
whether the records being examined
from an interpretative perspective
are factually correct and ethically
proofed.
VULNERABILITY OF HISTORY
There is a proliferation of historical
detail based on anecdotal evidence,
which often is taken as real authentic
history; whereas in reality, it often
amounts to a traditional narrative
expressed and advanced by two
opposing political views.
These are often inherited
and espoused by their respective
100 Síocháin

Cenotaph at Garda HQ in the Phoenix Park.
traditions, which does not provide
the space for historic revisionism
and, thereby, perpetuates a historical
narrative that is not authentic.
Paul Ricoeur, the noted
French philosopher and historian,
whose work on the discipline of
Hermeneutics, which explores the
science of interpretation, is adamant
that there is a vulnerability of history.
In his overview of the relationship

between memory
and history, Rioceur
emphasises that
witness and
witnessing are vital
components of
history, as testimony
‘constitutes the
fundamental
transitional structure
between memory
and history’ (Ricoeur
2004).
Without
memory, we would
not have history.
Memory is the only
resource to the past.
Memory however
is selective – it can
carefully choose
from a vast number
of events before
testifying about a
specific situation.

ADMISSION OF NEW EVIDENCE
The judicial process seeks to prove
the case either on the balance of
probabilities or beyond reasonable
doubt. The historian is likely to
deliberately withhold judgement,
whereas the judge must conclude a
trial to finality. In recent years, with
the advent of judicial review, the
admission of new evidence is where
the court is satisfied that it is crucial

HISTORICAL RECORDS

Paul Ricoeur, French philosopher and
historian.
to the interest of justice.
On the other hand, the historian is
unlikely to be able to conclude that a
historical event or series of events can
be signed off as being the absolute
and complete account of the events
being narrated.

Report of Duty Officer Henry J.
Nangle, Garda HQ on the bombing
of North Strand in 1941.

Pictured outside Kenagh Garda Station in 1923 – (Back Row l-r): Gardaí J.
Hynes, M. Morrisroe and C. O’Donnell; (Front Row l-r): Sergeant O’Driscoll and
Sergeant T. Ruane.
There is always both the possibility
and probability that further evidence
will emerge that can alter the record
as currently known. When such
new evidence emerges, the record
needs to be revised hence Rioceur’s
conclusion that all history must be
open to revision through the eyes of
ethical memory.
Essentially any record – be they
oral or written – that emerges to
portray historical events that cannot
be classified as a primary source
material are unlikely to be the
product of ethical memory. Therefore,
it needs to be interrogated with a
view to establishing the validity of the
material as disclosed.
POLITICAL OPPORTUNISM
In the context of Irish history and the
history of policing in Ireland, there is
a substantial body of material that
is based on anecdotal evidence that
when examined, cannot be supported
by evidence based on ethical memory.

It was clear from the onset of
the War of Independence that the
then police service, the RIC, would
not enjoy their role of preserving the
peace and as a result many were
either shot or their stations burned to
the ground.
In the face of this onslaught, the
British, as was customary in dealing
with dissent in other colonies,
deployed paramilitary support which
was never going to quell dissent in a
society that was embarked on a war
against its colonial power.
The Black & Tans and the
Auxiliaries combined to combat this
armed rebellion with ruthless force
and to the dismay of many in the
‘Old’ RIC, where many resigned.
While in all war situations, there
were extremes on both sides, by and
large the RIC were victims of political
opportunism.
ESTABLISHING ‘ETHICAL MEMORY’
As we approach the centenary year
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of 2022, the foundation of An
Garda Síochána will be honoured by
both the State and the Force itself.
Its legacy of achievement, losses
and tragedies and an exceptional
commitment and loyalty to the
Irish people, who in turn hold An
Garda Síochána in high regard,
make for a full year of celebration
and something to look forward to.
I am aware of several initiatives by
the Garda Commissioner and by the
GSRMA to roll out a programme of
commemorative events.
Insofar as An Garda Síochána
is concerned, there should be no
problem in establishing ‘ethical
memory’ as it applies to the
formation of the Force; there is an
abundance of primary source material
already used by several authors in
several published histories of An
Garda Síochána.
However, there is one published
history by the late Sgt Gregory
Allen who could never bring himself
to accept that one Patrick Joseph
Kerrigan was, in fact, Guard No. 1.
So, Chapter 2, page 23 of ‘The Garda
Síochána – Policing Independent
Ireland 1922-82’ is factually
inaccurate.
This is a classic example of the
author who would not want to
believe that the first member of An
Garda Síochána would be one with
a personal and social track record
that would not bode well for the
reputation of the new Force.
Kerrigan, who had already been
a member of the DMP but through
a legacy of indiscipline, found
himself facing sanction and decided
to resign and apply to join the new
Force being established. He reported
to the RDS and managed to be
recorded as Garda No. 1. It is clear
from this example that the creator of
secondary source historical detail can
manipulate or otherwise interpret the
primary source material to represent a
benign picture in each situation.

Illicit Distillation at Spiddal Garda Station in 1933. Pictured (l-r): Garda D. J.
Manley, Garda J. A. Walsh, Garda P. Hallisey, Sergeant D. Colhoun. Sergeant D.
Gallagher and Garda O. Lynch.
CHECK HISTORICAL SOURCES
Therefore, it is incumbent on all
historical researchers to fact check
their sources, as otherwise they may
be in danger of presenting either
a less accurate narrative or a more
unlikely false narrative of a given
historical happening.
The various committees
charged with commemorating the
establishment of An Garda Síochána,
either at national or regional level,
will do everything possible to tell the
story of how our Force established
itself within both urban and rural

Sgt Tom Collins (Dun Laoghaire 1967)

Ireland from February 1922 to the
present day.
Both national and local history
have a vital role in presenting a
comprehensive picture of how the
early members of An Garda Síochána
took root in local communities up and
down the country.
The GSRMA’s Oral History Project
should go a long way in applying the
memory factor that is so important
in assessing whether a historical
narrative should or should not be
revised.
About the Author: John
Duffy, the former Curator
of the Garda Museum at
Dublin Castle, hails from
Charlestown, Co. Mayo. He
joined An Garda Síochána
in 1972, and after initially
serving in Loughrea, Co.
Galway he moved to the
Bridewell in Dublin and then
onto Garda HQ. He retired as
an Inspector in 2002 and is an
active member of the GSRMA
Dublin West Branch. John
lives in West Dublin with his
wife Mary.
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CASHING GARDA PAY

CRIMINALS CASH IN ON
GARDA PAY CHEQUES
DURING THE 1980s
The fraudsters never rest and are still out
there, having changed from trying to
encash Garda pay cheques to online
trickery and cloning bank cards, according
to Willie McGee, Kildare North Branch.
His advice is to stay safe, be vigilant and
always heed the warnings about personal
banking and online shopping security.

I

’m sure that many of you readers were never aware that
a group of criminals decided to forge our paycheques
and were successful in cashing a number of them in the
Dublin region back in the 1980s.
For many years and ever since the Garda Síochána
progressed to their weekly or monthly payments by
cheque, the Garda paycheques, via the Paymaster
Generals Office, were printed by the same security
printing company in green on a white background. The
cheques did not contain any security features which made
them simple to copy on a colour copier or print them by a
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basic colour printer
Sometime in 1987, an actual Garda cheque in the sum
of approximately £600 fell into the hands of this group
of fraudsters. It happened through the inadvertent action
of a member of the force who cashed his cheque with a
bookmaker in Harold’s Cross, who in turn paid off a debt
he owed another bookie with that cheque.
The second bookie was a friend of the criminals and
handed over the cheque to them to work on. This fact
was discovered at a later date because the forged cheques
that were cashed had all the same number, which led us
back to the original handover by the member.
We were satisfied the first bookie was above board
but the second guy lodged it to his account weeks after
he received it, which gave the criminals plenty of time to
erase the details and type in the name ‘Charlie Ryan’ as
the payee with the amount in the region of IR£600.
CHEQUES CASHED IN RATHMINES
All they required now was a man who would carry out
the encashment of the cheques; the man who stepped
forward was a well-known seasoned criminal named
Charlie Kirkwood, whom they considered had the
audacity to face people without flinching, especially if
they looked at him twice while he was
cashing a cheque.
The cheques were cashed generally
around the Rathmines District in shops and
stores where Gardaí often cashed their
cheques and afterwards, we became aware
that an ex-member who was dismissed
from that District obviously advised them
where to go.
Charlie obtained a blue shirt and tie pin
to ensure he looked like a member and had
his photograph taken in the Dublin Bus
Office in O’Connell Street, having secured
an outer Garda Identification Card. He
placed the photograph inside the card to
show who he allegedly was if ever asked
for ID, which he never was but flashed the
card as he was cashing all his cheques.

CASHING GARDA PAY

Nobody ever examined the card as people were not
in the habit of scrutinising our cards if ever produced.
Strange then that a Garda member from the Rathmines
District was unfortunate enough to have lost his
identification card twice in his career.
Charlie walked with a pronounced limp which he
obtained as a result of an attempted escape from prison
wardens when escorted to the Mater Hospital after
feigning a sickness while in Mountjoy and he needed
treatment in the Mater. He wished to use the toilet on the
ground floor and while in the toilet opened the window
and in his attempt to jump out onto the path in Eccles
Street he got himself impaled on the railing.
His stay in the Mater was much longer than expected,
which left him with a permanent limp. In fact, as
descriptions of the suspect came in, his name was high up
on the suspect list but few really thought it would have
been possible for him to carry out these daring crimes.
He was actually observed cashing a cheque in the bank
in Clondalkin by a member who never thought other than
he was about his lawful business, which in fact he was
not but he succeeded in cashing one there too.
‘CHEQUE’ POINT CHARLIE!
His final foray was on St Stephen’s Day in 1987 in a small
grocery shop in Upper Rathmines Road where he left the
cheque with the shopkeeper as she hadn’t enough cash
for him and arranged to call back later for it.
When two young Gardaí came into the shop later the
old lady there explained to them that she was sorry for
the old Garda with a bad limp who was to return later to
her. They returned to the station and told the Station Sgt
Pat McGee and his Gaoler John Wall the story of the old
woman in the shop around the corner.
Bells rang immediately with them from our circulation
of the cheques and the two young members were
detailed to go and arrest this aging member, which was
duly completed. Charlie was arrested, kept in custody for
the night and appeared in court the following morning.

I was in charge of the Stolen Cheque & Credit Card
Section of the Garda Fraud Squad at that time and took
over the case. An identification parade was arranged
during one of the remands and we used three serving
members of the force in the parade to make up the
required number. In fact, one witness picked out one of
these members, Ray Casey (RIP), but all others picked out
Charlie much to our satisfaction.
He went for trial, pleaded not guilty but was convicted
and sentenced to six and a half years’ imprisonment,
which was by far the most severe sentence handed down
to any fraudster in my time. However, as all fraudsters did
as advised, he appealed his sentence and was then given
eight years.
BEWARE OF ONLINE FRAUD
The fraudsters didn’t rest easy and we later thwarted
them in their attempt to encash army paycheques. Timing
their attempts with returning army personnel from the
Lebanon, they continued with three successful attempts
in cashing prison officers’ cheques which were similar in
make-up to the Garda cheques, but had the payee named
‘Willie McGee,
Prison Officer,
Mountjoy
Prison’
imprinted on
them.
A
successful
surveillance
operation
led by the
then D/Sgt
Terry McGinn
succeeded
in arresting
the culprits after they cashed cheques in AIB branches in
Phibsboro and Capel Street.
The fraudsters are still out there and have changed
from trying to encash Garda paycheques to online trickery
and the cloning of bank cards – they don’t rest so always
heed the warnings about your personal banking and
online shopping. Stay safe and be vigilant everyone.
About the Author: Willie McGee joined An Garda
Síochána in 1966 and has served in Pearse Street,
CTF, Kilmainham and Ballyfermot, and also headed
up the first Anti-Racketeering Unit in Garda HQ.
Willie retired in 2002 as Detective Superintendent in
the Garda Bureau for Fraud Investigation.

Síocháin 105

SHORT STORY

RECOLLECTIONS ON A
VISIT TO LOCAL LIBRARY
The decision by John Grant’s character ‘Mike’ in the following story, to visit his
local library after a long lapse of 20 years since his last trip there, was prompted
by a bout of melancholy, which he recalls had set in some weeks earlier just as
the days began to shorten and biting cold winds were beginning to stir.

M

elancholy at this time of year was not new to me but,
now that I was in my early 40s, it began to trouble me
more. My life was moving on and the social life I relished as
a younger man no longer appealed to me. I decided to tackle
the gloom head on and not let it swallow me up as it had
previously done.
My plan was to visit the library and browse through the
many books there – not with anything specific in mind –
just hoping that some interesting novel or autobiography
might catch my eye. Reading into the night would, I had
hoped, distract me from the darkness that had engulfed and
overwhelmed me.

As I entered, I noticed a woman standing on a set of low
steps. She was placing books on the shelves. She turned her
head and smiled in my direction asking if she could be of any
assistance. “No. I’m just browsing,” I said.
The place appeared empty apart from the two of us, but
I assumed that other employees were working somewhere
in the background. Libraries always seem to me to be great
hiding places; you’d walk around a corner and find someone
sitting on a stool in some recess, reading silently.
Having walked some paces beyond her, she spoke again.
I assumed she was talking to someone else, so I did not
turn around. However, I noted her words; “There are some
very interesting books on the back wall for deep thinking

My plan was to visit the library and browse through the many books there – not with anything specific in mind.
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Reading into the night would, I had hoped,
distract me from the darkness that had
engulfed and overwhelmed me.
people,” she said. I was waiting for a reply to come from
somewhere and, when it didn’t, I looked in her direction.
She had now descended from the steps and was facing
my direction. I could see she was tall; about five feet eight in
height, slim build with dark brown shoulder length hair and
pale blue eyes. She wore a grey fitted skirt, white blouse,
pink cardigan and black shoes.
BOOKS FOR DEEP-THINKING PEOPLE
She looked to be in her late 30s or possibly early 40s. She
was a plain woman but yet there was an attractiveness about
her that appealed to me. I got the impression that she didn’t
dress to please others or to project herself, but rather to
blend into the background where she would be unnoticed,
and I was curious to know why.
Realising that she was speaking to me, I replied, “thank
you” and proceeded to the back wall. I began to browse
through the books not concentrating on any one in
particular. My mind was preoccupied by what she had said. I
wondered why she directed me to, ‘books for deep thinking
people’. Did I look like such a person?
While glancing through one of the books, I realised that
somebody was standing behind me. It was her. “This one is
very interesting,” she said, as she handed me a blue covered
book, entitled: ‘Thoughts that Surface in the Dead of Night’.
I went through the motions of reading the back cover,
pretending I was taking it all in, but I couldn’t focus.
I could see that her name was Jill from the badge pinned
to her cardigan. After a minute or two I said: “Yes, this
seems interesting, I’ll take it.” She walked in front of me
to the desk. After I had filled in the membership form, she
stamped the inside cover of the book and told me I could
have it for two weeks. I left with my head racing.

A CERTAIN LEVEL OF FORMALITY
I read the book in three nights. Sometimes I read a page
twice if I hadn’t fully understood it the first time. I expected
that she might ask me what I thought of the book and I
wanted to be able to give her intelligent answers. I didn’t
want to seem too keen, so I waited a week and a half before
returning.
She wasn’t there when I arrived. A middle-aged man and
a younger woman sat behind the desk. I was tempted to ask
where she was, but I guessed they might tell her later, so I
remained silent. I took another book from the same shelf and
left.
This time I returned after a week and I found her sitting
at the desk. “Good evening sir,” she said, “can I help you?”
My heart sank. I thought she would have remembered
my name and questioned me on the book that she had
recommended.
I did not like being addressed as Sir; I did not welcome this
level of formality. She would have known my name from the
details I completed on the first night, so I was disappointed
to say the least. “No thanks” I replied and headed for the
back wall.
I glanced through some of the books, but now and then
peeped discreetly in her direction. She seemed to be busy
but now and then I noticed that she too was periodically
glancing in my direction. I had noticed on the first night that
she wore no rings, but in this modern age, that didn’t reveal
much.
During my perusing, I stumbled across a book on
emotional intelligence and began to glance through it. I sat
myself on a nearby stool and began to read. After some
time, the silence was broken by her arrival.
“That’s a page turner,” she said. She had once again
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The place appeared empty apart from the two of us.
arrived from behind and caught me unawares. I thought to
myself that, in future, I would place the stool facing out so
that I would have early warning of her arrival. “Yes, it is,” I
said, lowering the book to my knees.
MAKING SMALL CHANGES
She smiled and the way she did, warmed me. “You haven’t
told me what you thought of the first book I recommended
to you,” she commented. “Oh, it was great,” I said. “It made
me sit up and think about my life and how it could be much
more fulfilling by making small changes.”
“Very interesting. Have you planned any changes?” she
asked. “Well, for one thing I intend to be more considerate
and listen attentively to what others are saying. People rarely
listen properly, oh, they say they do but they don’t – they are
too busy formulating their next sentence.” Her eyes widened
further, and she smiled again. “That’s wonderful, Mike, I am
glad that I was able to be of assistance.”
I nearly fell off the stool. People called me by my name
many times each day, but this was different, it meant so
much more to hear it from her. As I was leaving with my
‘Emotional Intelligence’ book, she said, “Goodnight, Mike.” I
said, “Goodnight Jill” and I walked home on air.
She was on my mind constantly throughout the following
week. I thought about her first thing each morning,
throughout the day and until sleep befell me each night. I
thought about my next move – should I ask her out for a
drink? Maybe she prefers the movies, or maybe she has a
partner and has children.
ALWAYS WONDERING WHAT IF…..
Maybe she’ll just say ‘No’. If that were to happen, my life
would descend into that frightening pit of darkness once
again. I tried to work out the best strategy.
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I figured that there were two courses of action I could
take: I could ask her out on a date and take the risk of a
refusal. On the other hand, I could simply continue with
this tentative, interesting but uncertain relationship always
wondering what if…
The following week Jill was in the library when I arrived.
We had a friendly chat as normal but I decided that this was
the night to make a move and ask her out, but I would wait
until closing time to do so.
When closing time came, she stood at the door with the
keys in her hand. I was last out. As I approached, she gave
me a very warm smile and said, “Goodnight Mike, hope to
see you soon”.
I hesitated for a moment, tried to get the words out, but
they were stuck in my throat. Eventually, after what seemed
like an eternity, I said, “Goodnight Jill”, and quickly walked
out into the cold night air.

About the Author: John
Grant is a member of the
Naas Branch and joined An
Garda Síochána in 1967.
He has served in Dun
Laoghaire, Garda Technical
Bureau, Investigation
Section, Garda College,
and the Crime & Security
Branch. He retired as a
Detective Inspector in C
Branch, Garda HQ in 2003. John enjoys writing short
stories but also likes gardening, walking and cycling.
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THE ATTACK THAT
WASN’T!

Old RIC Barracks.

This story of the attack on an RIC station in a rural area of Co. Donegal in the 1920s was related
to Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch, by a long-serving Garda member (now deceased)
who, in turn, had it told to him by a former RIC Sergeant living in the area in the 1950s.

T

his story takes place in the RIC
Station where the RIC Sergeant
was the Senior SHO. He lived in the
station with his wife. There was also
accommodation for several single RIC
constables. The station, a standard
two-story house, was located just
outside the small village and opposite
a road junction.
One night after the Sergeant
and a number of the Constables
had completed their normal policing
duties in the area and were back in
their station, they were advised by
the District Inspector not to patrol
at night as there was a danger that
armed IRA combatants may attack
them.
The Sergeant decided, rather than
leave the station during the period of
darkness, he and his men would stay

put and play a couple rounds of cards
to pass the night away.
Ireland, at that time, was in
turmoil and the RIC were targets for
the IRA. The Auxiliaries and Black
& Tans which were sent to boost
the numbers of RIC on patrol did
not help alleviate the situation but
worsened it by their cruel and often
inhumane deadly tactics.
The locals in this rural village and
its hinterlands had a good rapport
with the local RIC as most of them
lived and socialised there and some
were married locally. However, as
word filtered through the bush wire
that atrocities were being committed
on civilians in other parts of the
country by the hated Auxiliaries and
Black & Tans, some of the locals
decided that they would have to be

seen to take up arms and fight the
British enemy even if it was RIC men
whom they knew and socialised with.
BOISTEROUS TALK OF REVOLUTION
So, on this evening while the RIC
Sergeant and his constables were
safely ensconced in their station,
several locals congregated in a public
house less than a hundred yards from
the station. After several bottles of
beer and a fair few halves of whiskey,
the talk of revolution and fighting
back became more noisy and more
boisterous.
Plans were made by those present
to attack the RIC Station well after
midnight in order to show that they
were true patriots to the Irish cause
for freedom. Some of these locals,
the worse for wear from drink,
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returned to the public house with
whatever weapons they could find,
mostly old shotguns, with bird-shot
cartridges for ammunition.
In the early hours of the morning
this group of bandoleros moved
out of the public house and took
up position behind an old stone
wall, which was opposite the Police
Station.
As soon as they took up position
and had a few more drops of the
craythur they stared to fire their
weapons at the station. Inside the
station at this time the sergeant who
was in the midst of a winning streak
heard the shots being fired but took
no action.
He told the constables in his party
that there would be no return fire
and that they were to stay put. He
understood what was happening and
he hoped that letting the locals fire
off a few rounds might satisfy their
need to do something. After a few
hours and just as dawn was breaking
the shooting stopped. The assault on
the station was over.
MISSING THE UNMISSABLE TARGET
Thinking that this was a good time to
check to see where the combatants
were, the sergeant walked out of
his station, accompanied by some
constables and walked across the
road to the stone wall where the
firing had come from.
As he climbed over the old stone
wall, and to his amazement, he
RIC Patrol Car
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found several of the local freedom
fighters fast asleep on the ground
with their weapons lying beside
them along with several empty beer
and whiskey bottles and empty shell
casings.
Rather than wake the sleeping
combatants he removed the guns
and whatever ammunition he
could find and left them fast asleep
without wanting to disturb them.
He then returned to the station to
inspect its outer perimeter and, to his
further amazement and incredulity,
he noted that not one window,
piece of plaster or a slate had been
damaged by the attack.
He concluded that because
the local freedom fighters were so
intoxicated before and during their
assault on the station, they obviously
were not properly sighted to fire
their weapons in the direction that
they were supposed to and they had
missed a target so unmissable by
sheer intoxication and firing into the
night sky.
MISSING COMBATANT WEAPONS
Several locals appeared at the police
station over the next number of days
claiming that their guns had been
stolen and wanted the police to
investigate.
They did not know that the police
already had them and could identify
the locals themselves who had used
them.
The sergeant decided that no

further
action
would be
taken as
he felt
that the
times that
were in it
merited
the locals
letting
off some
steam,
RIC Station Badge
but he
was
unwilling to return the confiscated
weaponry as he didn’t want a repeat
performance.
The combatants, or freedom
fighters, let it be known that they
had done their bit for the cause of
Irish Freedom even if they couldn’t
remember what happened to all their
weapons when they woke up from
their drunken stupor.
Some other locals had their
suspicions that the local sergeant
may have had something to do
with the weapons disappearing, but
never questioned it lest they become
targets of an investigation.
About the Author: Christy
Galligan, a born and bred Tír
Conall man, followed in his
father’s footsteps by joining
An Garda Síochána in 1983.
He served in Union Quay,
Buncrana, Burnfoot, Letterkenny,
Dunfanaghy and finally in one
of his father’s old stations as
Sergeant i/c, Carrigart, before he
retired in 2012.
Christy opened the first
private investigation (PI) service
in Donegal and followed that
with Legal Document Service,
from where he has since retired.
He does a lot of voluntary
work as co-ordinator of Pieta’s
‘Darkness into Light’ campaign
in Letterkenny and volunteers
locally. His interests include golf,
mountaineering, walking, reading
and writing.
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NO CROSSES FOR
LITTLE DOGS….

William Keaveney,
Dun Laoghaire
Branch, shares
his story from
childhood about
his teacher’s whitehaired terrier called
‘Spot’, whom he
says mixed freely
with all the dogs
and children of the
area and was every
child’s best friend.

O

ur teacher lived with his wife in
a fine two-storey house, next to
the school.
It had red bricks around the
windows. They hadn’t any children
of their own and they didn’t mix
with any of the farming families that
from surrounding locality.
I’m going to call the teacher ‘Mr
Kelly’ for the purpose of this story
but, of course, that wasn’t his name.
Anyway, the story is more about
‘Spot’, the teacher’s small, whitehaired terrier and nobody could

accuse ‘Spot’ of being superior, for
he mixed freely with all the dogs and
children of the area. In fact, he was
every pupil’s best friend.
Next to Mr. Kelly’s house was an
overgrown neck of land, full of trees,
weeds, blackberry bushes and furze.
An extended family of rabbits had
their homes in the wood, with their
main residence located in a big clay
bank. This bank was pock-marked
with burrows, some of which
showed signs of very recent working,
while others were almost grassed

over, as if their builders had died or
emigrated.
Often, during lulls in our games
in the school yard, we watched
the rabbits gadding about, as
unconcerned with our presence as
they were with the butterflies and
bees.
When not sitting up and studying
the landscape, they bounced along,
going hop, hop, hop, as if they were
going to Reilly’s shop or to the pump
for water and they were never in a
hurry.
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snow-white ‘Spot’, in his customary
position outside the white front door.
And, however he managed it and
whatever price he had to pay for
turning up, all smudged and dirty on
Sunday evening, he was always there,
clean and white, by nine o’clock.

KEEPING GUARD AT RABBIT
BURROWS
These rabbits must have known how
the national school system worked.
It was as if they knew we could not
leave the yard during school hours
and that they had Mr Kelly’s word for
it. However, the rabbits and ourselves
also knew that school rules did not
apply at weekends.
The schoolmaster had an old Ford
Motor car and every Sunday, he and
his wife went away somewhere after
Mass and didn’t return until dark. This
gave us the opportunity to borrow
‘Spot’, while we hunted the cheeky
rabbits in Brannan’s wood.
Due to his size, ‘Spot’ was able
to enter the rabbits’ private domain.
The village dogs, on the other hand,
all big and strong and fit for chasing
cattle, were too large to get into the
rabbit burrows.
Their allotted task was to stand
sentinel at burrow exits, hoping to
catch the rabbits as they emerged,
under pressure from ‘Spot Kelly’.
Sometimes the system worked
perfectly and we caught rabbits.
However, as with the best plans,
on occasions things went awry. Either
‘Spot’ showed little inclination to
work on a Sunday or else he went so
deep into the rabbit bank, that we
couldn’t get him to come out again.
LITTLE DOG WITH BIG COURAGE
For hours, all that we might hear
was a faint barking, as he confronted
some worthier foe, in the dark
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caverns below. Perhaps it was a
cunning fox, or an obstinate badger!
We marvelled at his courage and he
so small.
Sometimes, after he had ignored
all our coaxing and appeals to rejoin the outside world, we had to
abandon him to his fate. It was with
great reluctance though, that we
would finally slip away to the safety
of our homes, fearing that poor Spot
would never be seen again. Then, our
thoughts quickly turned to possible
retributions, from his teacher owner.
On Monday morning, our entry to
the school would be delayed, while
we walked past Mr Kelly’s house,
hoping to confirm the presence of a

THE END OF THE ROAD
However, there’s an end to all human
journeys and there’s an end to the
road for dogs, too. One morning, our
great friend and benefactor of Sunday
afternoons, lay down and died.
When we came to school that
fateful morning, Mr Kelly asked us to
bury ‘Spot’, in his own garden, just
outside the school wall and it was
with broken hearts that we made his
grave.
We put a cushion of soft grass at
the bottom of the pit, before carefully
lowering the body of our dear, dear
friend. And when we had buried
‘Spot’, we made a cross for his grave,
with a piece of string and two sticks.
We then returned to our classroom
and Mr Kelly went to check on
our work. When he came back, he
thanked us for our work, but at next
play we noticed that the cross had
disappeared.

About the Author: William Keaveney, a member of Dun Laoghaire
Branch, is a native of Glenamaddy, Co. Galway. He joined An Garda
Síochána in 1961 and served in Counties Donegal and Dublin.
He retired in 1992 from the In-Service Unit, Harcourt Square and
subsequently was awarded a Degree in History and English Literature
by Trinity College, Dublin. He takes an active interest in local history and
poetry and lives with his family in Co. Dublin.

APPLICATION FORM
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8

PHOTO

Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website www.gardaretired.com
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
I, .................................................................... of (address).............................................................................................................
wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
I wish to be attached to …………………………………….. Branch.
I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder.
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin.
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional).
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ...................................................................
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ...............................................
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….…….
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No: .................................................................
(e) Email address: ………………………………………….… Year of Birth: ……..……………………
I will abide by GSRMA policies on becoming a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) Policy & Consent Form are available on our website in the Members’
Only Area. You must register online to gain access to the Members’ Area.

Signed: .......................................................... Date: .................................................................................

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM
Organisation Name:
To:

GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.
Signature: .......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................
Purpose:

N= NEW
C= CHANGE
S= STOP

Organisation Code:
Garda Registered No:
Amount per Pay Period:

.

56

01

7

6

€

6

0

0

Síocháin 113

GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity
was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present
title.
The objectives of the Association are
(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members;
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose
The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund,
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations).
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c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com).
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p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products
q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement.
WHO MAY JOIN:
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions.
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS:
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street
Dublin 8
Tel:
(01) 4781525
E-Mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website: www.gardaretired.com
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Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Name:
Address:
Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)

Quantity:

Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)

Quantity:

A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)

Quantity:

GSRMA Pen (€4)

Quantity:

GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)

Quantity:

GSRMA Tie (€9.50)

Quantity:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.

TOTAL:
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DAN (DÓNAL) DANAHER
St Lappan’s Place
Little Island, Cork.
Birthplace:
Carrick-On-Suir,
Co. Tipperary
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 14710K
Date of Death:
16 October 2020

DAN PRENTY
Dublin Road,
Dundalk, Co. Louth
Birthplace:
Mayo Abbey, Co. Mayo
Rank: Detective Inspector
Reg No.: 14004L
Retired: 1996
Date of Death:
8 March 2021
116 Síocháin

Dan Danaher was born on 21 August
1939 in Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary
to Michael and Bridget, the fifth of
seven children. Dan served his time as an
electrician but economic circumstances
prompted him to take a very different
career path.
In May 1961, Dan joined An Garda
Síochána, and trained in the Phoenix
Park, Dublin before being sent to Limerick
where he would spend his entire Garda
career. His first six months were spent in
Pallasgreen before transferring to William
Street and finally, when the new Henry
Street Station was opened by Supt Lambe
in 1978, Dan moved there and that would
stay until his retirement in 1995.
Apart from being the first motorcycle
Garda in Limerick and normal beat duties,
some major events crossed Dan’s path in
his time. From the search for Dr. Herrema
in 1975 to being part of the security
operations for the visits of Presidents
Kennedy, Gorbachev and Reagan and His
Holiness Pope John Paul II on their visits to
Ireland. As a man of deep faith, the Papal
visit was a particular highlight for Dan.
Dan was a loyal, dedicated colleague
and friend only not to those on Unit D in
Henry Street but to all who encountered
him. This bond lasted from the moment
he joined the Gardaí until his final breath.
An example of this is how affected he
was by the tragic events in Adare in 1996,
which took the life of Jerry McCabe and
seriously injured Ben O’Sullivan, both

friends and colleagues of Dan.
He was an avid Tipperary hurling man
and more than anyone else enjoyed the
banter in Henry Street between June and
September. There were times he probably
dreaded going to work and other times
went with a spring in his step. It’s fitting
that at the time of Dan’s passing, his
beloved Tipperary were still All Ireland
Champions
Dan married Gabrielle Webb in July
1965. They moved into their new home
in Caherdavin where over the next eight
years, their four children, Kieran, Clodagh,
Shauna and Morgan would arrive. The
greatest gift Dan’s children gave him were
his eight grandchildren, Jaimie, Alice, Eva,
Cianan, Liam, Colin, Kate and Lucy. In
his retirement, his grandchildren were his
pride and joy.
Dan Danaher, devoted husband,
father and grandfather, passed away on
16 October 2020, leaving a legacy and
example that few can match. His family
sincerely and gratefully acknowledge the
enormous level of support given at the
time of his passing.
It was very unfortunate that Covid-19
meant that so many of his friends and
colleagues could not attend his funeral.
However, the messages received either in
writing or online were overwhelming. The
one word that came across was that Dan
Danaher was a gentleman.

Dan was born in Mayo Abbey, Co. Mayo
on 2 August 1935 and joined An Garda
Síochána in 1959. He undertook his
training in the Phoenix Park and was
sent to Summerhill, Co. Meath upon
the completion of his training. He later
transferred to Trim, Co. Meath and
remained there until his promotion to
the rank of Sergeant which took him
to Carlingford, Co. Louth. In 1969 with
the outbreak of ‘The Troubles’ he was
transferred to Dundalk, Co. Louth.
With limited manpower and
equipment, Gardaí like Dan were thrust

into the front line of the conflict which
presented great challenges and risks. It
was a time when more was demanded of
each member to maintain law and order
and same was given.
During ‘The Troubles’, Dan was
involved in a number of high-profile
incidents and investigations that drew the
attention of the world’s media. In May
1980 Dan and his Garda colleagues were
confronted with armed gunmen who had
earlier robbed a local jewellery shop. Upon
challenging the gunmen, a chase ensued
where five shots were fired at him and his

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
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DANIEL J. LYNCH
Listowel, Co. Kerry
Birthplace:
Ballymakeera, Co. Cork
Rank: Garda
Garda number: 14434G
Retired: 2 May 1991
Date of Death:
7 April 2021

colleague and Tom Duffy.
Undeterred they continued the chase
and with the arrival of assistance the
culprits were arrested. Dan was awarded
the Scott Gold Medal and Garda Tom
Duffy was awarded the Scott Silver Medal
for their actions. Between 1972 and 1986,
13 members of Dundalk Station were
awarded the Scott Medal for bravery –
one gold, seven silver and five bronze.
It was not lost on Dan that on the day
he received his medal, a total of seven
Scott Gold Medals were awarded three of
them posthumously. He retired from the
force as a Detective Inspector in 1996.
Dan was an avid Mayo GAA supporter.
He also enjoyed golf and bridge and spent
many a memorable day in Dundalk Golf
Club.
Dan will be remembered for many
things but his skill at tossing the sheaf left
many a Louth farmer in the shade when
he did battle at the local fairs and festivals
in the 1970s. The annual contest in the
Fair Green during the Maytime festival was
always a big event in the Prenty family and
was all the sweeter when Dan returned

home with an inscribed clock after
winning the day.
Married for over 60 years to Beatrice,
who is a native of Mayo, they enjoyed
many years on the golf course and
playing bridge after they had their family
“looked after”. Dan took ill in June 2020
and battled his illness with courage and
dignity. He was lovingly cared for at his
home by Beatrice and his family.
Dan is survived by his wife Beatrice,
children Declan, Donal (retired D/Sergeant
SDU), Anne, Paul, Brendan, Niall and
Beatrix, grandchildren Ronan, Cait, Elle,
Tommy, Brendan, Caroline, Elliot, Finn,
Zain, sisters Ellen, Sadie and extended
family.
The Prenty family would like to extend
their thanks to the retired and serving
members of Dundalk Garda Station who
performed a guard of honour at Dan’s
removal and escorted his remains to
his final resting place at Haggardstown
Cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Louth.

A native of Ballymakeera, Co. Cork, Dan
J. Lynch joined An Garda Síochána on 7
September 1960, passing out from the
Garda Depot, Phoenix Park in February
1961.
He was posted to Listowel and spent
all his service there except for two short
periods on the border in the early 1970s.
He retired in May 1991 after over 30 years
of service.
Dan married Sheila Dinneen, also a
native of Ballymakeera on 22 June 1963.
They settled in Listowel where they reared
five children – John (retired Sergeant),

Nelius, Donal, Margie and Sheila.
Dan was well known throughout
Listowel Garda District and always had
great time for people. He was involved in
several local organisations while he lived
in Listowel. Even though he lived there for
over 60 years, he was a Cork man to the
end!
Following a private family funeral, Dan
was laid to rest in St John Paul II Cemetery,
Ballybunion Road, Listowel.

May he Rest in Peace.

May he Rest in Peace.
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DEREK HEENEY
Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Birthplace: Dublin
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 22947D
Retired:
29 February 2012
Date of Death:
7 May 2021

HARRY (HENRY) MURPHY
Churchtown, Dublin
Birthplace:
Carlingford, Co. Louth
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 16313K
Retired: 16 April 1997
Date of Death:
7 March 2021
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A native of Dublin, Derek Heeney died
suddenly at his home on 7 May 2021. He
is survived and sadly missed by his three
children – Aisling, Róisín and Fiachra, their
mother Gráinne, loving partner Ann-Marie,
brother John and sisters Anne and Catherine
along with many dear cousins, nieces,
nephews, and relatives. He was predeceased
by his parents Jack and Eileen and brother
Frank.
During his career Derek served in
Irishtown, Dundalk, Drogheda, Laytown,
Swanlinbar and Achill Sound. He was
honoured to have been a member of
An Garda Síochána and to have served
alongside the men and women that he had
the pleasure to work with during this time,
of whom he held in such high regard and
with many of whom he found treasured
friendships.
Derek had a long and rewarding career,
spanning 30 years and reaching the rank of

Harry (Henry) Murphy joined An Garda
Síochána in 1965 and was stationed at
Kevin Street until 1977. After a short time in
Pearse Street station, he joined Ballistics as a
Scenes of Crime Examiner, a role he always
found very interesting.
In 1982, he transferred to the Special
Task Force as a detective, and he spent the
last few years of his Garda career working in
the Aliens Office. He retired in 1997 after 31
years’ service.
Having taken early retirement, he
ran his own very successful immigration
consultancy agency for quite a few years.
Harry also had a lifelong interest in politics.
Therefore, when the opportunity arose to
become Advisor to the Chief Whip at the
time, Tom Kitt, Harry eagerly took on the
role.
In his youth, Harry was a great
sportsman, playing Gaelic football and
rugby and he loved his time in An Garda
Síochána choir. Since his retirement,
he enjoyed walking up the mountains,
being on the golf course, developing his
knowledge of wine or just enjoying chatting
with friends. He was embedded in the local
community.
Harry had the ability to connect with
people individually, making them feel that
they had a special relationship with him. He
possessed many special qualities. He was

Sergeant. Upon his retirement the standard
of his service was awarded as being
exemplary.
Being a Garda was something which he
was extremely proud of throughout his life
and he would have wanted to extend his
sincere and heartfelt thank you to all who
played a part along the way. Committed to
his role, Derek was a man who dedicated
himself to helping people and improving the
lives of those around him.
He was taken from us far too soon and
much too suddenly and he will be greatly
missed and very fondly remembered by
family, friends and all who had the pleasure
of knowing him. We would like to extend
our heartfelt thanks to all who have reached
out to us over the past few weeks.

‘May our beloved Derek Rest in Eternal
Peace’

kind, gentle, compassionate and always
willing to fight for the underdog. A good
friend of Harry’s described him as quietly
amazing. He was humble, patient and knew
how to keep things in balance.
Harry had many hobbies, achievements
and interests but he always put family first.
He was an incredible husband to Leonie,
father to Aoife Jane and Olivia, grandfather
to Henry, Noah, Laila and Daniel and fatherin-law to Adrian and Conor.
Harry came from a close family, even
though there were nine children – Jim,
Nuala, Lyn, Ciaran, Peter, Eamon, Anne and
Marie. He loved a family get-together and
loved being in contact with all the extended
family, sisters and brothers-in-law.
Harry was a happy man who enjoyed
life, the glass was always half full and he
will be greatly missed by all who knew and
loved him.
His family would like to express their
deepest gratitude for the kind messages
of sympathy, cards of condolence, mass
intentions and generous donations sent to
Our Lady’s Hospice in Harold’s Cross.
We are truly grateful to those who cared
for Harry during his illness, especially the
staff of Our Lady’s Hospice. All your kind
deeds, words, and thoughts have supported
us greatly over the past six months.
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JOHN DOCKERY
Gulladuff, Moville,
Co. Donegal
Birthplace: Clooney,
Strokestown,
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 17850M
Retired: 6 May 2004
Date of Death:
20 April 2021

JOHN DUNLEA
College Rise,
Ardee, Co. Louth
Birthplace:
Glanmire, Cork
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13707C
Date of Death:
9 December 2020

Born 7 May 1947 to the late Annie and
Jack Dockery, John Dockery grew up in
Clooney, Strokestown, Co. Roscommon
and was from a farming background.
Jack attended Strokestown Secondary
School, then worked for short periods in
Devon and Waterford, before joining An
Garda Síochána on 14 April 1971. He was
first posted to Burnfoot, Co. Donegal and
then to the Brockagh, Donegal Division.
There he met, fell in love and subsequently
married Kay in 1976, daughter of Roger
and Grace Harkin of Cloghanbeg.
John and Kay transferred to Scariff,
then to Clones and in 1982, made their
final move to Moville, Co. Donegal where
John served until his retirement on 6 May
2004. John was a devoted family man and
father of Gary (Blessington), Leanne and
Karen (both residing in the Moville area).
The entire family are highly regarded in
Moville. He was a committed follower of

Garda John Dunlea was stationed in Ardee,
Co. Louth for 33 years where he served
the community well. He had spent the
previous year stationed in Smithboro, Co.
Monaghan. It was there, at the local
dance, that he met May Scott from nearby
Roslea, Co. Fermanagh. May later became
his wife and together they reared their
family of seven girls.
John was a very proud Cork man and
loved to return to Cork as much as he
could. They were both members of the
Blazing Saddles, a cycling group for over
40s and had some great times cycling
around Ireland. He was a very social person
and loved nothing more that a good chat
and a cuppa.

Donegal and Roscommon and travelling
to Croke Park, Clones, Hyde Park, and
Ballybofey to support various matches.
He was an avid card player and a keen
gardener. John loved Irish music and was
an accomplished accordion player. His love
of music was marked at his retirement
with a gift of an accordion.
John was diagnosed with prostate
cancer in 2015 receiving wonderful care
from the staff at Letterkenny University
Hospital. His final wish was to be cared for
at home by his family and it was there that
John passed peacefully on 20 April 2021.
Due to Government advice regarding
public gatherings his funeral mass was
confined to family and close friends.
John is sadly missed by his wife, family
and his very many friends in Moville.
May he Rest in Peace.

He was a very active man, loved walking
and still cycled at the age of 82. He played
whist and was a member of the Mens
Sheds in Collon, Co Louth. He retired at the
age of 54 and himself and May travelled a
lot which they loved. He was a very honest,
trustworthy man who had great faith and
practised it every day.
John is survived by his wife May and
their daughters – Agnes, Geraldine,
Frances, Joanne, Patricia and Rosaleen
(predeceased by his daughter Bernadette),
he will be sadly missed. He was a great
husband, father, grandfather, brother and
friend.
May he Rest in Peace.
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JOHN F. MURRAY
Garrylucas,
Ballinspittle, Co. Cork
Birthplace:
Patrickswell, Co. Limerick
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 15608F
Retired: 7 July 2000
Date of Death:
8 April 2021

JOHN FARRELL
Terenure, Dublin 6W.
Birthplace: Drimnagh,
Dublin 12
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 15583G
Retired: 2000
Date of Death:
8 October 2020

120 Síocháin

A native of Patrickswell, Co. Limerick,
Sean (John F. to his colleagues) was one
of a family of eight born to William and
Georgina Murray. It was a proud day in
1964 when he passed out in Templemore
and began his Garda career in the Bridewell
in Cork City. Not long afterwards, he met
and married his wife, Mary.
In 1972, John F., with his colleague
Jimmy Griffin, were fired on while in pursuit
of armed raiders in 1972. Both were
awarded gold Scott medals in recognition
of their bravery.
In 1973, following promotion to the
rank of sergeant, he was posted to Clara,
Co. Offaly, returning to McCurtain St
Station in Cork in 1974. He served there
until 1988 during which time he became
Sergeant-in-Charge. Throughout this
period, John F. was actively involved in the
AGSI where his organisation skills, and
renowned public speaking ability, were put
to great use.
In 1988, he took up the SIC position in
the Bridewell, returning to where he started
his career. While there, he volunteered for
two UN trips and served firstly in Namibia
(1990) and later in Cambodia (1993). He
was immensely proud of his contribution

Ni bheidh a leithéid arís.

John Farrell was born on 7 April 1943 to
Margaret and Jack Farrell. The eldest of
two, both he and his brother Philip grew up
on Mangerton Road in Drimnagh.
On 31 March 1964, John went to
Templemore, beginning a career of loyal
service to the State, in the shape of the
Guards. First stationed in the G District in
Dublin, John worked out of both Sundrive
Road and Crumlin Garda Stations before a
short stint in Bray.
In 1972, while on duty at the
demonstration, which culminated in the
burning of the British Embassy, he suffered
injuries that would remain with him for the
rest of his life. His final move was to the
Carriage Office where he retired on 6 April
2000.
Through his entire service, John
made many great friends. Some of these
friendships would continue long after
retirement, through the Garda Male Voice
Choir. With the lads from the ‘Choir’ John

travelled the length and breadth of Ireland
and beyond. Whether it was Ireland,
Germany or America, he revelled in the
camaraderie and friendship they all enjoyed.
In 1966 John married his best friend and
love of his life, Mary, a nurse whom he had
met as a patient in Dr Steevens’ Hospital.
Living initially in Greenhills and then moving
to Terenure in 1984, John and Mary raised
their five children – Annmarie, Gerard,
Angela, Adrian and Clare.
With a strong sense of family and
community, John became involved in many
organisations during his married life. Some
involved the Presentation Primary and
Secondary Schools, while others where
related to St Pius X Church.
In retirement John was involved in the
Templeogue Active Retirement Group and
the South Dublin Garda Retired Members’
Associations, as well as the Terenure West
Residents’ Association.
John loved sport, especially when he

to facilitating a peaceful transition to
democracy in both countries and gained a
reputation for being a formidable leader.
John F. was a force to be reckoned with,
and was widely known across Cork City.
Dedicated to walking the beat, he liked to
stay connected to the people he served.
He was known to be tough but fair, and
a great man to have in your corner. The
tributes received after his death reflect this,
speaking highly of his integrity, energy, and
dedication to the job.
John F. retired from service in 2000
but continued to play a very active role
in the GSRMA as well as many other
organisations. He is greatly missed by his
wife Mary, children and extended family.
The family wishes to thank the GSRMA and
local Gardaí for their help at this time.
An escort and Guard of Honour on his
funeral day was really appreciated. Thank
you to everyone who took the time to write
in www.RIP.ie, phone, or send cards and
letters – these were especially supportive
given that Covid restrictions meant the
family could not meet his colleagues and
friends in person.

OBITUARIES

and his brother Philip would go to Croke
Park to see ‘the Dubs’. He also enjoyed
supporting Barn Hall Rugby Club, but his
greatest satisfaction was watching his
grandchildren excel in the sports in which
he had once excelled.
Sadly, on 13 October 2018, Mary
died from cancer. John was devastated.

KIERAN BRENNAN
Dundrum, Dublin
Birthplace: Kilkenny St,
Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 16696M
Retired: 1998
Date of Death:
27 April 2021

Kieran Brennan was born on 22 June 1944,
the second youngest of a family of nine
children born to John and Margaret Brennan,
Kilkenny St. Castlecomer Co. Kilkenny.
He attended the local Primary School and
received his secondary education in the
Salesian College, Ballinakill, Co. Laois. He
taught for two years in St. Kieran’s College,
Kilkenny.
In October 1966, Kieran joined An Garda
Síochána. Following his initial training he
served in Killarney, Lorrha, Co. Tipperary,
Pearse St and Kevin St. He was promoted to
the rank of Sergeant in 1979 and served in
Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan before returning to
Dublin to serve in Rathmines and Terenure
until retiring in 1998.
During his service, Kieran also worked
as an Instructor in the In-Service Training in
Harcourt Square. He was a fantastic mentor.
His style of teaching was exceptional, unique,
filled with humour and highly impactful. He
believed that wearing the Garda uniform was
a privilege. He served with distinction on the
AGSI Committees. Following his retirement
from An Garda Síochána, Kieran worked
for a few years with the Refugee Appeals
Tribunal.
Kieran and Christine Ward of
Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan were
married in Mount Argus in 1975. They lived
in Kilnamanagh in Tallaght for some time
before moving to their new home in Dun
Emer. Their marriage was blessed with five
children – Christina, Eoin, Ciarán-Enda, Ciara
and Siobhán.
Kieran was a very special person and a
lifelong supporter of the Kilkenny hurling
team. He was a singer and raconteur who

On Mary’s first anniversary he found out
that the cancer he had previously fought
had returned. On 8 October 2020, John
peacefully passed away, surrounded by his
five loving children.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

loved music, language and giving us the gift
of laughter. He lit many lives and gladdened
many hearts with his kindness and laughter.
He will long be remembered for his wit and
humour.
There were three F’s in Kieran’s life
that were very important to him – Family,
Faith and Fun. Kieran had a great love for
Castlecomer and all of his life he remained
immersed in the life of the town. For the past
25 years he sang with the Castlecomer Male
Voice Choir.
Since 2009, Kieran also sang with the
Dublin/Welsh Male Voice Choir and travelled
to Australia, America, France, Italy and
England gracing the stages of both the
Sydney Opera House and the Albert Hall in
London. He also sang for Prince Charles and
Camilla when they visited Glencairn in 2019.
Kieran and his family were valued members
of Naomh Olaf GAA Club and he often
contributed handsomely to a good night’s
entertainment there.
Following a long illness, Kieran died
peacefully in St Vincent’s University Hospital
on 27 April 2021 surrounded by his loving
family. His requiem Mass was celebrated
by Father Ian Doyle in the Church of the
Immaculate Conception, Castlecomer on 29
April.
During his eulogy, Kieran’s nephew
Seamus Brennan paid a glowing tribute to his
uncle. Kieran’s remains were interred in the
adjoining cemetery close to the rear of the
Brennan homestead.

Ní bheidh a leithéid arís ann.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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NOEL O’CONNOR
Bettystown, Co. Meath
Birthplace:
Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 15226K
Retired:
20 December 1997
Date of Death:
2 July 2020
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Born in Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow, Noel
served his Garda career in Drogheda,
Hackballscross and retired from Laytown as
Sergeant i/c. Noel, married to Pat, had six
children – Lorcan, Róisín, Fergus, Cormac,
Donal and Seán. They were blessed with
ten adored and adoring grandchildren.
Noel was popular and respected among
his colleagues and friends alike, none more
so than his station party at Laytown who
penned the Ode below on the day of his
retirement expressing the affection in which
he was held by them. His sudden death,
on 2 July 2020, was a terrible shock to all.

May he Rest in Peace.

But no such hoard, could ‘ere control
Like the blue coat of Noel
A fearless man, who ruled the coast
Of the Royal County Meath,
Where 3rd class tourists often strayed
But no Rave was ever played.
Today, upon the 19th tee
But fit for 18 more,
His service never under par,
With colleagues did highly score.
When Guard with file, fit for a shave
To his office, did engage
Counselled well, he would return
“Saved again” by the grey-haired sage.

Ode to Sergeant Noel O’Connor [15226K]
In the year of ’97,
On the 19th day of Christmas,
As the midnight hour struck its last,
This legend came to pass.

All who know, or worked with Noel
Will all united say
It’s wrong that the promotion
Never came his way.

Noel, Noel of snowy hair,
The winter of career attest,
Cast off your tunic, cap and gloves,
Lay your notebook down to rest.

We hope that he is happy
And no retirement blues,
Just strolling down the fairway
With a bag of sticks and cues.

On tidal shore he is no more
Kicking up the sand,
When guiding home, a tourist
With a firm and helping hand.

Gifted with a pair of feet
He’ll waltz around the floor,
Or dance on a table
To an enthusiastic roar.

No more he’ll chase the Gougher,
Tell ’em “Get off the square”,
Or referee the Heights or Court
Or smell the cat-P air.

Sadly, he has to leave us
He doesn’t know our loss
Or what he meant as, i/c to us.
“He was a brilliant boss”.

No more Bedrock problems
Or wandering horses too,
No nutty neighbours feeding,
“It’s my legacy to you”.

Farewell, our friend, farewell
We all bid you adieu
God bless you in retirement,
From the Laytown Boys in Blue.

You’ll have heard of “Mosnia”,
With redcoats on detail

D.H. 1997
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PATRICK SWEENEY
Grace Park Road,
Drumcondra, Dublin 9
Birthplace:
Corrandulla, Co. Galway
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 09644L
Retired: 1988
Date of death:
10 April 2021

JOHN GUIDERA
Goatstown, Dublin 14
Birthplace:
Knock, Roscrea.
Co. Tipperary
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 12666G
Retired: 1984
Date of Death:
7 January 2021

Patrick (Paddy) Sweeney was born in
Ballybeg, Corrandulla, Co. Galway in 1925
eldest of nine. At the age of 20, he began
his training in the Phoenix Park Garda HQ
in November 1945, before commencing his
long Garda career that lasted 42 years and
42 days.
Initially he was stationed at Sundrive
Rd in Crumlin, and afterwards drove for
the Deputy Commissioner. He transferred
to the Detective Branch in 1955 and then
three years later to the Special Detective
Unit (SDU).
For most of his career, he was based
out of Dublin Castle and attached to the
Immigration Section in Dublin Port. His final
move was to the Aliens Office in Harcourt
Square in 1984 until his retirement four
years later.
Outside work, Paddy developed a
passion for both clay pigeon shooting and

pheasant hunting. He helped run the Garda
Gun Club with colleagues including John
Lyons and Pat Cullen. He also competed
many times, as part of the Garda Shooting
Team, at the international competition for
the World Police and Fire Games, shooting
in Canada, Barcelona and Livorno, Italy,
well into retirement, winning many prizes.
He was a member of the Irish international
shooting team that won the Veterans’ prize
in Wales in 1994.
Paddy was married to Maura Sweeney.
They celebrated their 67th wedding
anniversary in February and lived on Grace
Park Road in Drumcondra, Dublin. Paddy is
sadly missed by Maura, his four children –
Jacqueline, Caroline, Conor and Karl – and
by his eight grandchildren – Sorcha, Sonja,
Zoe, Luke, Chris, Leo, Klara and Ella.

John was born on 2 September 1927. His
parents Tim and Lizzy were farmers. He
had two brothers Tim and Seamus and two
sisters Peg and Kitty. He was the second
oldest.
Farming was in his blood, and he stayed
at home until he was 27. He never gave
up his interest in farming and acquired a
plot practically at our back door, across the
road from the ‘Goat’ – a landmark pub in
Goatstown.
The plot was a great escape from the
cares and worries of life. He kept the family
supplied with vegetables and created an
interest and a love of land in his children.
As his great age will explain, he was trained
in the Phoenix Park. His first posting was
to Harcourt Terrace, Dublin, where he
remained for several years.
In 1962 he met his wife Sheilah on
holiday in Glasgow. They were married in
1963 and were together for 58 years. They
were blessed with five children – Maria,
Eoin, Tadhg, Lisa and Hugh – who then
presented him with 11 grandchildren and
one great grandchild.
John’s great interest was the GAA. All
matches had to be watched on TV and it
was a sad day when Tipp was knocked
out of the running. When we moved to
Goatstown, John was able to move to
Donnybrook. There he worked in the office.
Later he became a Juvenile Liaison
Officer and because of his patient nature
was very successful in his work. He retired
from Donnybrook.

John had a great sympathy for the
underprivileged in society. He was a
member of the Legion of Mary for many
years and worked in the Morning Star
Hostel in Church Street. In the sixties
when ecumenism came to the fore, he was
sent by Frank Duff on the first team to visit
Scotland to contact our Scottish friends.
John was a devout Catholic and when
he retired, he became a daily communicant.
He went many times with his wife and
parish to Lourdes. He also visited Rome and
many other pilgrimage destinations. This
devotion spilled over into his life and there
are many people who will attest to his
kindness.
In his final year he had great suffering
and required full time nursing. He was
confined to a wheelchair, but it was an
electric one and he managed to move
around freely to his great delight. He was
well looked after in the Royal Nursing
Home in Donnybrook. He died in Blackrock
Clinic, to whom we owe a debt of
gratitude for the freedom of visitation they
allowed his family during Covid.
Sheilah and family would like to extend
a special thank you to all the members of
An Garda Síochána, especially the retired
members for the tremendous support they
received after John’s death.
John is sadly missed not first by his
family but also his friends and neighbours.
We will live on our memories.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
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PRESENTATION OF CHALICE TO CARDINAL TOMÁS O’FÍAICH
(Photo courtesy of Willie McGee, GSRMA Kildare North)
In 1981, the first Deputy Superintendent Jim Riordan was shot dead
while off duty in a restaurant in Chicago when he went to disarm a

Archive
Snapshots

fellow diner causing trouble in the restaurant. Jim’s ancestors had
emigrated from Limerick in the 1800s and he was the father of seven
children of which five were serving police officers in the CPD.
The Chicago Police Emerald Society came to Ireland in April 1982
and the sitting Mayor of Chicago, Mrs. Jane Byrne, donated two
chalices and requested that one be presented to the Garda Chaplain
and the other to Cardinal Tomás O’Fíaich.
Two of the five police officer sons of the late Jim Riordan - Jim
Jnr and Patrick travelled. Patrick brought his recently born son and
availed of the facility in Mount Argus for him to be baptised by the
Garda Chaplin, Fr. Clarence at the same time.
This was a sad but unique occasion where three police forces
combined to mark the untimely killing of a police officer to the
Primate of All-Ireland.

SEAMUS QUAID FUNERAL
(Photo courtesy of Peter O’Connor, GSRMA Dublin South)

OFFICIAL OPENING TEMPLEMORE TRAINING CENTRE, FEBRUARY 1964
(Photo courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)
Recruits formed up in pyramid formation.
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Front Row (l-r): Unnamed, Jim Riordan, Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich, Dan
Burke, CPD. Back Row (l-r): Jack McGowan, RUC, Jim Murphy, AGS,
John McAteer, RUC, Willie McGee, AGS.
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SERGEANTS COURSE 1953
(Photo courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)

Front Row (l-r): Sgt. J. Lavelle, E. Tobin, J. Casserly, Insp. P. Barret, Supt. W. Hall, C/Supt. H. O’Mara, Supts. T. Noonan, E. Murphy, S.S. P. Burke,
Sgt. F. Murphy. Middle Row (l-r): Sgts. P. McAvoy, W. Isdell, P. McMahon, W.J. Ross, J. Little, E. Kenny, J. Gormley, H. Hegarty, P. McGinley, J. Cox.
Back Row (l-r): Sgts. M. Loughry, D. Duggan, J. Hastings, J.F. Moran, P. McGrath, J. Harvey, A. O’Malley.

LAST DAY AT HARCOURT TERRACE
(Photo courtesy of Mick Forde, GSRMA Dublin South)

Pictured (l-r): Mick Fitzgerald, Mick Forde, & Paddy Currid

SUPERINTENDENT DEVELOPMENT COURSE, TEMPLEMORE, 2000
(Photo courtesy of Mick Lernihan, GSRMA Bray)
Front Row (l-r): Tony Quilter, Eugene Gallagher, Eddie Finucane,
Joe Sullivan. Second Row (l-r): Pat Hogan, Kevin Donoghue,
Brendan Cloonan. Third Row (l-r): Christy McCarthy, Charlie
SERGEANT TOM MULVANEY, PEARSE ST. CIRCA. 1979

Devine, Eamon Lynch. Back Row (l-r): Mick Lernihan, Owen

(Photo courtesy of unsigned letter to GSRMA House)

O’Donnell, Aidan Roche.
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In identifying members of the Class of 1952, two names to add: Second from left - front row Pat Healy, second from right - middle row - Eugene
Curley, Regards, Billy Saunderson, GSRMA Clare Branch & Central Committee.

POLICING A CARNIVAL, GRAND PARADE, CORK, 1985
(Photo courtesy of Seán Doyle, GSRMA Cork City)
Pictured (l-r): Sergeants Noel Dee and Joe Hanrahan,
and Garda Mary King.

GAA CENTENARY 1984 – ‘THE OPPOSITION’
(Photo courtesy of Billy Saunderson, GSRMA Clare)
You may remember the Clare Division Over 40s team, as featured
in Winter 2020 Archives. It took on the Under 40s as part of GAA
Centenary celebrations. The bragging rights challenge played at the
hallowed ground of Cusack Park ended in a draw.

IN-SERVICE TRAINING SHANKILL 1997
(Photo courtesy of Joe Devine, GSRMA Dun Laoghaire)
Front Row (l-r): Matty Molyneaux, John O’Brien, Michael O’Halloran,
Front Row (l-r): Eamon O’Dowd, Pat Culhane, Mick McCarthy, Jim McGurk.

Kevin Bermingham, Billy Saunderson, Kevin Moynihan, Tom Crowe,

Back Row (l-r): Joe Devine, Paul Hogan, Vincent Hickey, Sean O’Leary, Pat Clavin,

Tom Kennedy. Back Row (l-r): Mark Fitzgerald, Kevin Kennedy, John

Timmy Walsh, Frank Keeneghan.

O’Mahoney, John Morris, Pat Cleary, Paul Mockler, Joe O’Brien.

UNIT D, HENRY ST., LIMERICK, MAY 1987
(Photo courtesy of Gerry McNamara, GSRMA Limerick City)
Last day in old uniform before change over to new uniform.
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PASSING OUT PARADE, MAY 1961
(Photo courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)

CASTLEBAR 1957

FIRST TRAFFIC CORPS CAR 1936

(Photo courtesy of Dick O’Callaghan, GSRMA Cork City)

(Photo courtesy of Ann Gaffney, daughter of Tom Flanagan)

Pictured (l-r): Garda Tom Flanagan and Garda Bob Treacy

Front Row (l-r): Det. Sgt. Mullen, Sgt. Dave Leahy, Sgt. Pat Gallagher, C/Supt Keegan,

STORE STREET GARDA STATION IN THE 1970s

Supt. Heydon, Sgt. Joe Owens (PSV), Sgt. H. Glynn (W&M).
Middle Row (l-r): Michael Maguire, Stephen Dunford, Jim Hoare, John Kennedy, John
O’Toole, John Cashin, Joe Roseingrave, Dick O’Callaghan.
Back Row (l-r): Owen Giblin, Jim Flanagan, Michael Conneely, John O’Riordan, Jim
Corr, Tom O’Neill, Liam Byrne, Jim Gallagher, Det. Jim Bohan.

RTE INTERVIEW
(Photo courtesy of RTE Archives)
Sergeant Michael O’Brien,
Traffic Department, is
interviewed at the opening
of Bray Road dual way at
Loughlinstown in 1962.
GOOD FRIDAY, BALLYMOTE GARDA STATION 1967
(Photo courtesy of Eamonn McGinley, GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim)
Pictured (l-r): Garda Mick Dolan, Garda Eamonn McGinley, Brendan Doherty (Teacher)
and Garda Bill Waldron.

Síocháin 127

Archive Snapshots

CID COURSE 2003

EGLINGTON STREET STATION, GALWAY, 1976

(Photo courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South)

(Photo courtesy of Garda News 1976)
Communications Room with Garda Pat Conroy on duty.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION 1978
(Photo courtesy of Peter O’Connor, GSRMA
Dublin South)
Front Row (l-r): Earol Meagher, Vincent Flood,
Mick Connaughton, John Roche, Noel Maguire,
Peter O’Connor, Willie Stratford.
Back Row (l-r): Jerry Desmond, Paul Firth, Dave
Egan, Sean Noonan, Mick Reilly, Willie Hogan.

GARDA STATION IN GLASLOUGH, CO.
MONAGHAN C. 1925
(Photo courtesy of Michael McDermott,
Galway)
Rear right is Garda James (Jim) Grady, an
uncle of Michael McDermott.

UN-EU MEDAL PARADE GARDA HQ 2005-06
(Photo courtesy of John Kelly, GSRMA Dublin South)
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DUNDALK STATION 1927
(Photo courtesy of GSRMA House)
Front Row (l-r): John Murray & Son, James Guilfoyle, Sergeants Ed. Rahilly, Paddy Denver, Ned Hood, Malachy Kealy.
Back Row (l-r): Tom Duncan, Dick Lonergan, Charles Lynch, James Beatty, J. O’Neill, C. Carroll, M. Delaney, James Dermody, Patrick Campbell, Hebert Lea.

DECEMBER A CLASS 1961
(Photo courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)
Front Row (l-r): P. Kenny, M. Finnerty, P. Gralton, P. McGinley, J.P. Flanagan, M.J. Hynes, P. Connor, E. Ruddy, J.A.M. McManamey. Middle Row (l-r): M.A. Ryan,
T.P. Callanan, W.F. Ryan, J. A. Gibbons, M.J. Lowry. Back Row (l-r): M.F. Greahan, B. Galligan, M.A. Quigley, J.A. Greahan, C. Bremin, J. V. Walsh, J.B. Sheehan,
J. Flanagan.

Front Row (l-r): Tom Callaghan, M.A.
Rafferty, P. Gralton, P. McGinley, J.
McDonagh, M.A. Duffy, M. O’Sullivan,
M. Madden
Middle Row (l-r): J.L. Gallagher, P.J.
Murphy, P.J. O’Dare, J. O’Donoghue, P.F.
McCarthy, E. Mulhern, J.M. Freeman, P.B.
Lee, B.M. Shaughnessy.
Back Row (l-r): P.O. O’Donnell, D.A.
Donegan, J. McGrath, P. Gallaher, O.
Kenny, A. Gallagher, M.F. Boyle, J.
DECEMBER B CLASS 1961

Moran, A. Keon.

(Photo courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)
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SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE (1964)
(Photo courtesy of Joe Crann, GSRMA Mullinga)
Joe Crann, Mullingar [10281D] pictured with his colleagues in Templemore in 1964 at the Sergeants’ Promotion Course. Joe joined the force in 1952 and
retired in 1987 and thankfully is hale and hearty in his 91st year. This photograph was taken shortly after the official opening of Templemore Training
Centre.
Front Row (l-r): T. Enright, J. O’Connor, J. Crann, J. Byrne, Inspector Kenny, C/Supt McDonagh, J. Murphy, J. McAndrew, P. Boyle, J. Winters.
Middle Row (l-r):: J. McDonnell, S. Dunford, W. Curran, C. Casey, J. Sullivan, J. Tully, J. Garvey, A. Hynes, J. Cronin.
Back Row (l-r): J Callanan, D. Ryan, E. Doddy, J. Cashman, P. Boyle, P. Barrins, P. King, J. Walsh.

WICKLOW DISTRICT CIVIC GUARD 1922
(Photo courtesy of Helena Igoe, daughter of Thomas Igoe, who was appointed to Rathdrum Station, Dublin/Wicklow Division on 28 September 1922).
Front Row (l-r): Guard Kersie & Guard Courtney. Second Row (l-r): Guard Bond, Guard Feely, Sergeant McKenna, Inspector Kelleher, Unknown Sergeant,
Unknown Guard, Unknown Guard. Third Row (l-r): Guard McGuire, Guard Guest, Guard Drew, Guard O’Connor, Guard Molloy, Guard Walsh, Unknown
Guard. Back Row (l-r): Guard Brennan, Guard Thomas Igoe, Guard Hennessy, Guard Quinn, Guard McWeaney, Unknown Guard.

BRAY DANCE DINNER
(Photo courtesy of Gabriel Plower,
GSRMA Bray)
Front Row (l-r): Unknown, Eileen
Plower, Peggy Molloy, Ann Kavanagh,
Breege Mulcahy & Unknown.
Back Row (l-r): Mick Hayes, Gabriel
Plower, John A Molloy, Con Noonan,
Mick Mulcahy & Gerry Gallagher.
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EDWARD STREET MEMBERS AT ROBERT GAVIN’S RETIREMENT IN
1970
(Photo courtesy of Pat Kearney, GSRMA Limerick City)
Front Row (l-r): Jim Cummins, Robert Gavin, Ted McCarthy, Fergus
Curran. Back Row (l-r): Pat Kearney, Dick Mitchell, Mick “Cove”
IN-SERVICE SCHOOL, FITZGIBBON ST, 1978

McDermott.

(Photo courtesy of Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA Dublin North)
Front Row (l-r): Supt Noel Anderson Commr Pat McLoughlin, D/Commr Eamon
Doherty . Back Row (l-r): Sergeants Fachtna Murphy, PJ Riordan, Matt Cosgrave,
Fergus McGuinness, Paul Smith, Pat King.

PRESS CUTTING: EVENING PRESS, JULY 1989
(Photo courtesy of Fachtna O’Donovan, GSRMA Cork West)
Retirement of Kevin Street Sergeant, Jimmy Flynn (RIP March
2021) Jimmy was a long-time member of Dublin South
GSRMA.

21ST ANNIVERSARY OF APRIL 1963 CLASS
(Photo courtesy of Jim Hoban, GSRMA Dublin North)
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RETIREMENT OF GARDA TOM RYAN, TUBBERCURRY, 1965
(Photo courtesy of Eamonn McGinley, GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim)
Tom’s grandson is Dr Mike Ryan, Executive Director of the World
Health Organisation. The shotgun was Tom’s retirement gift from his

BLARNEY GARDAÍ (CIRCA. 1950)

colleagues.

(Photo courtesy of John Cunningham, GSRMA Galway)

Front Row (l-r): Sergeant James Breslin, 9758, Garda Tom Ryan, 3216,
Garda Eamonn McGinley, 15690. Back Row (l-r): Garda John E. Ryan,

Front Row (l-r): Sergeant Murt Kelly, Superintendent Michael Cunningham,

10048, Garda Tom Hannigan, 8114.

unknown Sergeant. Back Row (l-r): Unknown, Malachy O’Connor, Pat Gaffey.

PROMOTION CLASS JAN-FEB 1959
(Photo courtesy of Pat Curtin, GSRMA Drogheda)
Front Row (l-r): P. McManus, Unknown, M. Byrne, P.J. Coulter, Supt. W. O’Halloran, P. McGinley, W.H. Kelly, R.J. Shea, P. Gralton, J. Ward.
Back Row (l-r): P. Fitzgerald, M. O’Donoghue, P.J. Quinn, D. Hurley, T. Kenirons, A.J. Ryan, J. Courtney, M.P. Flynn, P.J. Keane, J.J. O’Neill.

DMP OFFICERS AND MEN, DUBLIN CASTLE, MARCH 1922
(Photo courtesy of GSRMA House)
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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS INSPECTION, ENNIS, 1966
(Photo courtesy of Billy Saunderson, GSRMA Clare)
Front Row (l-r): Sgt. Ted Sweeney, Sgt. Pat Woulfe, Insp. Leo
Gillian, C/Supt. Pat McGrath, A/Comm. Ned Reynolds, Supt. PJ
Lyons, Sgt. John Murphy, Sgt. Seán O’Connell, D/Sgt. Maurice
Jones.
Middle Row (l-r): Garret Brennan, Martin McDonagh, Tom Ryan,
John Lavin, Jim Lordon, Aidan McEvaddy, John O’Sullivan, Michael
Daly, Jim Kelly, Maurice Greehy.
Back Row (l-r): D/Garda Pat Healy, Tim Noone (A/Comm Driver),
Eamon Healy, Fursey O’Connor, PK Ryan, Joe O’Neill, Seamus
Langan, Brian Kelly, Paddy Cahill, D/Garda Eugene Curley, D/Garda
Leo Kilcawley.

NEW SERGEANTS (1971)

GARDA RUGBY SEVEN-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT (1977)

The unknown Sergeant, featured in Spring 2021 Síocháin

(Photo courtesy of Mick Lernihan, Bray Branch)

(photo on lower half of page 125) is Donal J. (Donie) O’Sullivan,
who retired from Watercourse Road Station, Cork in November

The winners of the Annual Garda Rugby Seven-A Side Tournament in Portlaoise in 1977.

1994. A native of Doneraile in North Cork, Donie loves to

Back Row (l-r): Noel McCarthy (Coach), Maurice Cotter, John O’Mahony, John Keane.

remind us all of an old adage about his native spot ‘Doneraile

Front Row (l-r): John Evans, John Nalty, John Shannon, Pat McCabe.

for flour and male but Cahermee for horses’.

TRANSFER OF GARDAÍ FROM FERMOY (1982)
(Photo courtesy of Larry O’Hara, GSRMA Fermoy)
Transfer of Denis Quinlan & Eamon Laffan from Fermoy District to Cork City in 1982.
Front Row (l-r): Barry O’Keeffe, Gerry Towey, Geraldine O’Boyle, Denis Quinlan, Sean Murray, Eamonn Laffan, Margaret Sheedy, Pat Fletcher and P.J. Feeney.
Middle Row (l-r): Kieran McGann, John Lynch, John Conway, Tom Corcoran, Pat Hayes, Joe Watkins, Larry O’Hara, Dan Noonan, Tim Healy.
Back Row (l-r): Bernie Maye, Pat O’Driscoll, Charlie O’Sullivan, Niall Hunter, John O’Riordan, Pat O’Connor, Dan O’Driscoll, Jim Conway, Mick Burke.
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AUTUMN CROSSWORD
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!
1
Please send completed
entries to ‘Autumn 2021
Crossword Competition’,
SIOCHAIN, Ocean
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin
2, to arrive no later than
Friday 12 November
2021.
The first correct entry
drawn bags the €100
prize. Good luck to
everyone who enters!
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS
9 A game like bingo. (5)
10 Sudden severe pain or illness, or angle less than 90º. (5)
11 Ignorant lout. (3)
12 Capital of Belarus. (5)
13 Different species of African deer. (9)
14 Old, no longer used word, expression or method of doing something. (7)
15 Walked along at an easy, unhurried pace. (6)
17 Crack shot in the army, oPen operaQng alone from a hidden place. (6)
18 There’s a basic flaw in someone who would go over to the other side. (6)
21 Creepy-crawly creatures with only six legs. (6)
23 Lines on a weather map linking areas of similar atmospheric pressure.
(7)
27 A feeling of having no energy, no enthusiasm and no interest in anything
much. (9)
29 Say the words that mean total whatever. (5)
30 This quality of a carpet would make you feel like having a short sleep. (3)
31 Like food that lacks any strong taste. (5)

Solution to Crossword in Summer 2021
1

2

3

4

L
L
P
9
O B E S E
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G
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S
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A L I M
A
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P
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A D
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G
T

SUDOKU

32 Where chickens come home to. (5)

DOWN
1 Hold something Qght, like a car-wheel in a no-parking zone. (5)
2 People of no fixed abode. (10)
3 Where to buy volumes. (8)
4 The state of Pearl Harbour. (6)
5 Short bursts of wind. (5)
6 Total chaos, like an infamous old London psychiatric insQtuQon. (6)
7 Elaborate ritual for special occasions. (4)
8 Illegal posiQon on the soccer pitch. (7)
16 Bad cut. (10)
19 St ValenQne’s month. (8)
20 Brother or sister. (7)
22 Goes up the stairs, a ladder or Mount Everest. (6)
24 Not wobbly like a long-Qme boyfriend or girlfriend. (6)
25 Our man in Havana, actually anyone in Havana who is not a tourist. (5)
26 What any author will do is to compose a leber to be sent. (5)

Congratulations to

Frank Larkin, Kingston, Galway City
Winner of the Summer 2021 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

28 Takes lible drinks. (4)
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BROTHERS-IN ARMS – JOE AND CHRISTY RUSHE (1962)
When the photo was taken Joe Rushe was stationed in
Cork and was at the Garda Depot for a training course
while Christy Rushe was there in training when they
met up. Joe is on the left and Christy on the right.
Christy always said he had good memories of
training in Dublin. Joe has long since retired from
Tuam Garda Station, while Christy retired from Ennis
Garda Station, Co. Clare in 1998. Sadly, Christy is no
longer with us having passed away in 2013. May he
Rest in Peace.
Courtesy of Mary Rushe, daughter of Christy Rushe.

MONAGHAN CENTENARY PROJECT & GARDA BRIAN MCCANN
As part of the GSRMA Centenary Project, Monaghan
Branch will make contact with the surviving children of
the first members of An Garda Síochána who served in
the county from the foundation of the Force in 1922
to 1925.
These members provided a service where all former
policing structures and functions had been dismantled
during the War of Independence. Monaghan was one
of the most active counties during this period. The
rebellion was led by General Eoin O’Duffy.
A native of Larragh, Castleblayney and recognised
for his organising ability, O’Duffy later became
Garda Commissioner in September 1922. With the
establishment of the Civic Guards in February 1922,
the new recruits with limited training, poorly equipped
and poorly paid were dispersed around the ‘Free State’
firstly to the larger towns and later to the rural towns
and villages.
By 1924 38 Garda Stations operated in the
Division of Cavan/Monaghan mostly from vacated
RIC Stations. An Garda Síochána were tasked with
establishing an unarmed police force to operate with
the consent of the community, and while there was
sporadic resistance this did not manifest itself in any
meaningful way.
Garda Headquarters was a far-off place leaving
the members to fend for themselves and with limited
guidance in rolling out their new policing functions in
the new fledging State.
The success of this initiative was achieved by the
members using their own common sense and through
winning the respect and trust of the locals within
communities. Indeed, without the generosity and
practical help of locals, some members would have
found themselves very vulnerable to hostile forces.
The new central government was also in its
infancy and many non-policing roles were assigned
to the Garda so that the State could function as an
independent country. This included delivering pensions
books to the elderly and counter witnessing a plethora
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of official forms.
It is within this
environment in which
Garda Brian McCann,
3232, found himself
in on the Monaghan/
Armagh border. The
late Brian was a native
of Lurgan, joined the
Gardaí on 23 January
1923.
Six months later,
following training at
Photo and text by Brian
the Garda Depot, he
McCann’s daughter and
was transferred to
grandson.
Corrinshigo Station.
Along with colleagues
operating and living in the old station they established
what the future role and duties of the new force
would be in this area.
This station despite several IRA border campaigns
remained operating until the ‘modernisation’
agenda decided otherwise in 2013. Brian met and
married a local girl Margaret Murphy in 1931 and
was then transferred to Scotstown. He retired in
1962. At Scotstown he continued to carry out his
role with integrity and professionalism despite some
interruptions with IRA border-campaigns.
Brian and his family became fully integrated
into the local Scotstown community building up
strong relationship that continues to this day.
During his service Garda McCann received several
commendations for good police work. He sadly passed
away in 1968. Some Gardaí who were transferred to
Scotstown in the late 60s and 70s stayed in digs with
Mrs McCann and her family. She passed on in 1994.
May they Rest in Peace.
We would like to hear from any member of County
Monaghan Branch who has contact or knowledge of
the children of the first generation of Gardaí.

In The Frame

LIMERICK GARDAÍ IN NOVEL FUNDRAISING
The Brother Stephen Russell Home
in Mulgrave St Limerick was
established in the mid-1970s to
cater for homeless/marginalised
men. Br. Stephen Russell was
born in Kilmallock, Co. Limerick
in 1911. He died in 1975 before
the building was completed and
the community honoured him by
naming the building after him.
In the late 1970s the Gardaí in
Limerick City were well aware of
the tremendous work being done
for the homeless/marginalised in
the city by the Br Russell Home. It
was decided that this community
was very deserving of a fundraising
venture.
A small committee was set
up consisting of amongst others:
Tom Kenny, Brendan Slattery,
Jim Mulligan, Dan Brislane, Jim
Downey, Gerry McNamara and
Margaret Nagle. Several ideas were
discussed before finally deciding on
a relay run from Limerick to Tralee
to coincide with the Rose of Tralee
Festival in that town.
Volunteers were sought and
within a short period 30 Gardaí
had volunteered. The volunteers
were led by some of the more
senior members – Pat Vaughan,
Tom Kenny, Brendan Edwards,
Morgan Walsh and Michael
Marrinan. Sponsorship was sought
and Limerick Dairies and New

Balance
shoes came
on board
to provide
running
gear for the
participants.
Michael
Marrinan, a
renowned
club trainer
of teams in
Pictured (l-r): Jim Downey, Jim Mulligan, Brendan
Limerick,
Slattery, Clem Casey, Gerry McNamara, Dan Brislane and
devised
Br. Anthony Ferrie.
a fitness
programme.
the final leg of the journey, they
All was
were enthusiastically applauded by
in readiness for a sunny Saturday
morning in late August 1980 when the large crowds with the festival
organisers including us in a parade
the then Chief Supt Pat Spillane
through the town.
and Mayor of Limerick Clem Casey
In all close on £20,000 was
set us on our way from outside a
raised for the Brother Stephen
famous Limerick City landmark –
Russell Home which continues to
Cruises Hotel.
provide support for the homeless/
All participants ran from
marginalised in Limerick City.
O’Connell St, Limerick, to Raheen
The recalling of this event will
on the outskirts of the city from
bring
back happy memories for
where the relay commenced. 		
those
involved – sadly some have
Over the following 70 miles
gone
to
their eternal reward and
each participant ran 5 x 3-mile
it
is
rewarding
to think that the
stages. As we passed through
Gardaí
in
Limerick
City made a
Patrickswell, Adare, Croagh,
significant
contribution
to the
Rathkeale, Newcastle West,
Br
Stephen
Russell
Home
in its
Abbeyfeale and Castleisland we
formative years.
received tremendous support from
Photos and text courtesy of Gerry
the locals in each area.
McNamara, Limerick City Branch.
As the group entered Tralee on

Pictured (l-r): Pat Spillane, Clem Casey, Liam Sheehan, Joe Walsh, Jim Downey, Kieran
Devery, Pat Keating, Brendan Slattery, Tim Casey, Morgan Walsh, Pat Vaughan, Seamus
Walsh, Brendan Edwards, Joe O Reilly, Pat Walsh, Mick Marrinan, Gerry McNamara and
Tom Kenny.
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THE GALWAY FOX – GARDA PATRICK FOX [3775]
A native of Clonbur, Co. Galway Patrick Fox
joined An Garda Síochána on 22 March 1923
and assigned the Registered Number 3775. He
was initially assigned to Clonmany, Co. Donegal.
Patrick, who was one of four brothers who
also joined An Garda Síochána around the
same time, also served in Ardara in Donegal.
From there he was sent to open a new station
in Charlestown, Co. Mayo and from there he
went to Carna and Clifden in the Connemara
Gaeltacht, before he retired from there in 1963.
Patrick Fox is the father of retired member Pat
Fox [17493K] Dun Laoghaire Branch and fatherin-law of Bobby Ellis [16015F] also from the same
branch.
Photos and text supplied by Pat and Bobby,
Dun Laoghaire Branch

Garda Patrick Fox [3775].

Register of Patrick Fox.

A EUROPEAN LEADER – TERRY KEENAN, GALWAY BRANCH
Congratulations to Terry Keenan, a resident of the Maam
Valley in Connemara who is a member of the Galway Branch
of the GSRMA, having retired as a Detective Garda from
Clifden a few years back.
Forum Connemara has extended warm congratulations
to Terry Keenan on his election to the European LEADER
Association for Rural Development – ELARD. The GSRMA,
along with Galway and Castlebar Branches, also extend
congratulations to Terry. Well done.

Photo and text courtesy of The Connacht Tribune.
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Terry Keenan.
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THE QUINN FAMILY – A GARDA DYNASTY
The Quinn family celebrates an unbroken service
record in An Garda Síochána from 1922 with
Patrick Quinn from Castlebar, Co. Mayo signing up
for the Civic Guard on 30 May 1922 – a mere 11
days shy of his 19th birthday.
Standing at five foot nine and a half, he was
given the Registered Number 1700 and entered
training that day. During almost 45 years of service,
he served in Kerry, Tipperary, Longford, Louth
and Wicklow before finishing his Garda career in
Mullingar in 1967
In 1934, Patrick and two colleagues – Detective
Garda Timothy Mahoney and Garda Laurence
Neil – were on hand to disarm and capture two
armed men who were holding two other Gardaí
at gunpoint near Balbriggan on the Dublin/Louth
border. In 1935, these three Gardaí were presented
with Scott Medals for their bravery by Colonel
Eamon Broy and Minister for Justice P.J. Ruttledge.
And it doesn’t stop there – Brendan’s son and
daughter, Brian and Aileen, are Sergeants currently
serving in Store Street and Garda HQ, whilst two
sons-in-law – Mark Walsh and Damien Coleman
– are serving in Dublin Castle and Castlebar, and
Brendan’s daughter-in-law, Debbie, is serving
in Kilmainham.He also has nieces and nephews
in An Garda Síochána – Garda Ronan Leonard
(Delvin), Garda Caroline Leonard (Carrickmacross)

Garda Patrick Quinn is pictured on the right at
the Scott Medal Presentation in 1935. The Quinn
family’s association with An Garda Síochána
continued for the next 40 years with Brendan Quinn
joining in 1960, before he retired from the Force as
Superintendent from Harcourt Square in 2000.
and Sergeant
Dermot Gowran
stationed
back where it
all began in
Castlebar, Co.
Mayo.
Happy 100th
birthday to the
Quinn family in
2022.

Brendan Quinn [14337E]

Garda Patrick Quinn is photographed on the middle row on the right in this group of otherwise unknown Gardaí
at an unknown location.
Photographs supplied by Brendan Quinn, Dublin West Branch.
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Broke Song

I Am Weary

By Tom Smith

By Mary D’Estelle Roe

A molten blob of candle wax runs down the upturned mug,
The flame a blackened speck quenched in the pool,
From a dying grate an ember glimmers a final wink,
He lolls alone his bottle drained of drink.

I am weary little one
Please don’t rely on me to still have fun
This Covid-19 is getting hard to bear
Just look at my wrinkled face and greying hair

The cold, dark room his personal bottle bank,
Around the floor is scattered all he owns,
Cobwebs drape the damp-discoloured walls,
A dismal victim mugged by alcohol.

I am weary little one
Please don’t expect
that homemade scone or bun
You see my hands are moled and stained
As the arthritis took over and now, I’m pained.

The ever-drawn curtains leak irritating light,
Morning spears of sunshine dart his lids,
Eyes like marbles ever blear his day,
A permanent hang-over blights his every way.
His brain no longer links with all the senses,
The compelling off license as soon as life commences,
Fur of the cur from the dregs of a shoddy wine,
A nip to numb the addiction and his mind.
He pays a heavy toll on the road he takes,
Caught in a bottleneck a purple, shapeless flame,
Help has many times given him a tow,
He held the life-line weakly, then let go.
Fog has wrapped a veil around his dreams,
No longer does he rise to daily preen,
Fingers heavily stained from nicotine,
Awake he knows no pleasures or routine.
No longer does he hum his favourite ‘Raglan Road’
A broken song strewn across his psyche,
No longer does he play with a full deck,
Shuffles all on his lonesome, a brown paper bag by the
neck.
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I am weary little one
Not because I have got so old
Or not because I might think you’re bold
You may think I don’t love you any more
Because I am not the same as before
I am weary little one
I cannot go down to the park with you any more
Or save you from those cross ducks like I did before
I’m not allowed to hold your little hand
And I know it’s so hard for you to understand
I am weary little one
When I see your sad face, I feel my heart throb
How dare those bold ducks, the bread in your little hand rob
Oh, how I wish I was there to wipe away your tears
This blasted Covid-19 seems to be here for years
But I can tell you little one
I may be weary but I’m not done
Snapchatting you twice each day
Makes sure my love for you will never decay
Oooooops! Magic!
I’m not weary anymore!

POETRY CORNER

Looking Back
By John Moloney
As I now look down along the rank
I can see so very few
Of that gallant band who took their stand
In nineteen twenty-two
There were men who came from Connacht
From Muster, Leinster and from Ulster too
Oh, that mighty band who took their stand
The men of twenty-two
To the great plains of Ireland
To Cork, Waterford, limerick and Clonmel
As they marched out the Depot Gate
They said their last farewell
They were scattered here and scattered there
But always brave and true
Into a troubled lawless land
Came the men of twenty-two
We were the silent people
Without help and leaders few
Our burdens they were heavy
The vanguard force of twenty-two

This poem by Garda John Moloney [2636], who retired
on 9 August 1964 following almost 42 years’ service, first
appeared in ‘Síocháin’ in the Christmas Edition of 1972
around the 50th Anniversary of the foundation of An
Garda Síochána.
John, a popular Galway man from Shrue, Roscahill
near Oughterard, joined An Garda Síochána or the
Civic Guard as it was known then on the 28 November
1922 and in April of 1923, he was assigned to Cork.
He served in Victoria Cross, Ballincollig, Kanturk,
Watercourse Road, Blackrock and finally Union Quay.
He spent a short while allocated to Rathmore, Co. Kerry.
A man of a quiet disposition, he was held in the highest
esteem by his comrades and the public alike.
John married Mona Dennehy from Victoria Cross
in 1929 and raised 4 children – 3 boys and a girl. John
Moloney passed away in 1989 and Mona, three weeks
later after 70 years of marriage.
Their son, Patrick or Paddy followed John into the
force in 1954 and had the number 11028M. He served
in Carrick-on-Shannon, Ballingeary, Clonakilty and
Skibbereen before transferring to Kilmainham Station in
the DMA with the Shoulder Number A153. Paddy sadly
passed away in 1995.

Poem submitted by John’s son, Noel Moloney, Whites
Cross, Cork.

As time passed on through strife and trials
They held their rank all true
Till stress and strain took its grim toll
Of the men of twenty-two
Some went to their early graves
Some died in exile too
Oh, that gallant, that noble band
The men of twenty-two
So now my friends, just join with me
And all our prayers renew
For all who have gone to their reward
From the ranks of twenty-two

John Moloney in 1924.

John Moloney in 1925
(pictured right) at the Garda
Depot.
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Sligo’s Noble Six
By Michael O’Connor
On Ben Bulben Mountain in County Sligo on the morning
of 20 September 1922, six anti-treaty IRA men were shot
and killed in contentious circumstances. The dead were
Div. Adjutant Brian McNeil, Dublin; Brigadier Seamus
Devins, Grange; Captain Harry Benson, Ballisodare, Sligo;
Lieutenant Paddy Carroll, Sligo; Tommy Langan, Sligo and
Vol. Joe Banks, Sligo.
This is my poem in their memory
A misty rain, a mantle grey,
swirls about this breezy day.
A fleeting glimpse of Celtic Cross,
stands in tribute at the spot,
where men had tried,
where men had died.
I stared at that old Celtic Cross
and stood transfixed,
at this monument, erected,
to the memory of ‘The Noble Six’,
Sligo’s Noble Six.
At this spot four men had died,
two others down the mountainside.
A hail of bullets was their fate,
were those bullets shot with hate?
Shot by comrades from another war,
Is this what they had struggled for?
To meet upon this mountain top,
Some must live,
some must not.
A civil war is never civil,
seldom fought on the same level,
as regular wars,
if such exist.
For its brother against brother,
sons against fathers, and ends
with crosses in the mist.
Like this one to ‘The Noble Six’ ,
Sligo’s Noble Six.
On this grey and misty mountain top,
their names will never be forgot.
MacNeill and Devins,
Benson, Banks,
Carrol and Langan,
let’s give thanks.
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For laying down their lives so young
for a cause they thought, could be won.
But eventually their cause was lost,
at a terrible cost,
a terrible cost.
No, Civil wars re never civil,
the work of Satan’s evil devil.
For after centuries, in States,
those wars still engender hate.
Memories passed down the line,
death by bullets, death by mines.
The rights and wrongs we can debate,
for those who died, it comes too late.
Long, long gone, they met their fate,
a fate that we can never fix.
As that of Sligo’s Noble Six,
Sligo’s Noble Six.

Tranquillity
By Patrick Farrell
I sometimes walk in pensive mood
Along some leafy lane
The fallen leaves are all my friends
That I’ll not meet again
There is a peace about the place
That reaches out to me
It searches through my inner self
To bring quiet serenity
‘Tis in such places you can think
Where silence reigns profound
There is stillness in the air
A beauty in the ground
We all should take that little walk
At some time in our lives
To pause and think that in this world
There are other things besides
So, walk that quiet leafy lane
And cleanse your thinking there
You’ll feel closeness to the Lord
That only He can share.
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William

Ryan

Dublin South

10458B

20/05/2021

Denis

Corcoran

Wexford

17467L

22/05/2021

Colin

Collins

Cork West

20228B

26/05/2021

Aiden

Mc Manamy

Meath

14911L

02/06/2021

John

Scully

Dublin North

16415A

09/06/2021

Noel

Kelly

Galway

23847C

09/06/2021

Tony

Solan

Dublin West

10723K

10/06/2021

Gerry

Barry

Clare

20030A

11/06/2021

Christy

Harrington

Cork City

12975E

17/06/2021

Colm

Markey

Meath

14898K

17/06/2021

Eugene

O’Hara

Cavan

16808D

23/06/2021

Sean

O’Connell

Offaly

12675F

23/06/2021

Mick

O’Brien

Dublin North

10027G

25/06/2021

Eugene

Watters

Dublin North

16274D

03/07/2021

Richie

Galvin

Wicklow

20775F

06/07/2021

Vincent

Heavin

Monaghan

14589M

06/07/2021

Eddie

Horgan

South Kerry

16638C

08/07/2021

Seamie

Lohan

Castlebar

18066A

12/07/2021

John

Canning

Dublin West

13242L

16/07/2021

James

Burke

Nenagh

09670K

17/07/2021

Thomas

Hannon

Laois

14332D

17/07/2021

John

Mitchell

Galway

10463K

22/07/2021

Kevin

Duffin

Dublin South

12793M

26/07/2021

Joe

Walsh

Dublin North

17279M

01/08/2021

Jim

McLoughlin

Dun Laoghaire

09922H

06/08/2021

Bartley

Joyce

Galway

10530K

10/08/2021

Peadar

Lynch

Galway

12743D

15/08/2021

Tony

Walsh

Cork West

14150L

18/08/2021

D EC E A S E D W I D O W S
Forename

Surname

Address

Branch

Date of Death

Siobhán

Uí Fhathaigh

Ballyferriter, Co. Kerry

Tralee

11/05/2021

Widow and member

Bridget

Farrell

Castleknock, Dublin

Dublin West

04/06/2021

widow and member

Stella

Grogan

Glasheen, Co. Cork

09/06/2021

widow

Kathleen

Conway

Castleisland, Co. Kerry

South Kerry

11/06/2021

widow and member

Elizabeth

Kelly

Moate, Co. Westmeath

Athlone

19/06/2021

Widow and member

Meave

O’Keeffe

Kilmainham, Dublin

Dublin South

24/06/2021

Widow and member

Anne

O’Malley

Salthill, Co. Galway

25/06/2021

Widow and member

Dolores

O’Reilly

Cavan Town, Co. Cavan

10/08/2021

widow and member

Cavan
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James

McNamara

Moate, Co. Westmeath

Brother in Law of Pat Thornton

Athlone

12/05/2021

Willie

Corbett

Corofin, Co. Clare

Brother of Gerry Corbett

Cork City

15/05/2021

Margaret

Tomas

Athone, Co. Westmeath

Wife of Michael Tomas

Athlone

19/05/2021

Kevin

Rabbettt

Belmullet, Co. Mayo

Brother in Law of Maureen Hussey

Ballina

23/05/2021

Peggy

Cleary

Mountcharles, Co. Donegal

Sister of Joe Meehan

Sligo/Leitrim

24/05/2021

Oliver

Hyland

United Kingdom

Brother of Michael Hyland

Wexford

24/05/2021

Dermot

Harrington

Adrigole, Co. Cork

Brother of Christy Harrington

Cork City

24/05/2021

Maura

Conlon

Muff, Co. Donegal

Wife of Tom Conlon

Donegal North

25/05/2021

Martin

McGuire

Tullamore, Co. Offaly

Brother of Noel McGuire

Offaly

25/05/2021

Brother of Ray McGuire

Monaghan

25/05/2021

Nuala

Heaton

Limerick City , Co Limerick

Sister in Law of Pat Kearney

Limerick

26/05/2021

Sister in Law of Ann McCabe

Limerick

26/05/2021

Eileen

McKeon

Boyle, Co. Roscommon

Mother of Vincent McKeon

Sligo/Leitrim

01/06/2021

Patrick

Walshe

Mungret, Co. Limerick

Son of Patrick Walshe

Limerick City

06/06/2021

Tríona

Faherty

Ennis, Co. Clare

Daughter of Pat Faherty

Clare

07/06/2021

Noel

Kelly

Galway

Brother of Gerry Kelly

Clare

09/06/2021

Brother of John Kelly

Dublin South

09/06/2021

Brother of Peter Kelly

Ballina

09/06/2021

Geraldine

Baldrick

Naas, Co. Kildare

Sister of Pascal Cronin

Cork City

14/06/2021

Mary

Cleary

Glasheen, Co. Cork

Wife of Patrick J. Cleary

Cork City

14/06/2021

Mel

Gilleran

Longford Town, Co. Longford

Brother of Earnan Gilleran

Cavan

14/06/2021

Maureen

O’Meara

Beaumont, Dublin

Wife of Thomas O’Meara

Dublin North

15/06/2021

Mary

Jordan

Clontarf, Dublin

Wife of Pat Jordan

Dublin North

17/06/2021

Nora

Cannon

Letterkenny, Co.Donegal

Wife of Willie Cannon

Donegal North

18/06/2021

Trevor

Dunlea

Mitchelstown, Co. Cork

Brother of Tom Dunlea

Fermoy

23/06/2021

Séan

Carre

Dromahair, Co. Leitrim

Uncle of Michael Heekin

Donegal North

24/06/2021

Uncle of Liam Heekin

Monaghan

24/06/2021

Annie

Cassidy

Bellewstown, Co. Meath

Mother of Eugene Cassidy

Cavan

26/06/2021

Teresa

Murphy

Kenmare, Co. Kerry

Mother in Law of Paul O’Donovan

South Kerry

28/06/2021

Joe

Devereux

Rosslare Harbour, Co. Wexford

Brother of Stella Scannell

Wexford

29/06/2021

Peter

Hennessy

Castlegregory, Co. Kerry

Brother of Christy Hennessy

Sligo/Leitrim

30/06/2021

Mary

Lyng

The Rower, Co. Kilkenny

Mother of James Lyng

Kilkenny

03/07/2021

Matt

Griffin

Ovens, Co. Cork

Brother of Brendan Griffin

Cork City

07/07/2021

Victor

Sills

Murrintown, Co. Wexford

Brother in law of Chris McEnerney

Wexford

14/07/2021

Martin Noel

Quinn

Dun Laoghaire, Dublin

Brother of Tom Quinn

Sligo/Leitrim

17/07/2021

Thomas

Hannon

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

Father of Mary Prendergast

Kilkenny

17/07/2021

Dermott

Fallon

Drumkeerin, Co. Leitrim

Brother in Law of Michael Troy

Dun Laoghaire

21/07/2021

Vanessa

Mackey

Balinteer, Dublin

Daughter of Tom Mackey

Cavan

24/07/2021

Kitty

Reidy

Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry

Sister of John Geaney

Dublin South

25/07/2021

Connell

Keane

Gort, Co. Galway

Grandson of Jim Donohue

Athlone

26/07/2021

Audrey

Canavan

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

Wife of Tony Canavan

Laois

30/07/2021

Eleanor

Kelly

Raheny, Dublin

Wife of Billy Kelly

Dublin North

31/07/2021
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WEXFORD
BRANCH Killavullen, Co. Cork
Con
Fitzpatrick
Anita

Burke

Christina

McLoughlin

Angela

O’Reilly

Brother of Mick Fitzpatrick

Cork City

02/08/2021

Wife of Pat Burke
Kildare North
05/08/2021
Firstly, as it is the
festive time of what has been
a gloomy year, our
Branch
Committee wishes
you
all McLoughlin
a very Happy Christmas
We should reach
Ballina, Co. Mayo
Mother
of Val
Ballina and New Year.
10/08/2021
out to members and let them know they’re not forgotten – a phone call, a greeting
Cappoquin, Co Waterford
Wife of Denis O’Reilly
Dungarvan
19/08/2021
or a get-well card can give a person a little lift.
As we have been in lockdown for most of the year and unable to organise any
activity,GS
we R
are
preMhaving
A NE
Wand
Mpost-Christmas
E M BE R S Draws for monetary prizes to give
something back to our members who continue to contribute to the GSRMA funds.
We wish all members the best of luck!
Leixlip, Co. Kildare

Last Name

Name

Branch

Last Name

Name

Branch

Jim

Delaney

LONGFORD

Aidan

O’Brien

ROSCOMMON

Father & Son Retirement: A memorable
occasion
took place
in October when
Sean
Lee
CORK
Noel
Bambury
CORK WEST
Colm O’Leary, Sergeant-in-Charge at Rosslare Harbour, decided to retire from
Lehane
CORK
Michael
Biggins
DUBLIN NORTH
the force, and in doing so was John
creating a rather
unusual occasion.
Colm had been
John
McAuliffe
WEXFORD
Sandra
Brennan
DUBLIN
WEST
preceded into retirement by his father John, who retired in March 1992 and is in
John and Colm O’Leary,
good
health, residing in Enniscorthy
wife Adelaide.DUBLIN WEST
Anne with hisMcBreen
Sean
Campbell
DUBLIN
SOUTH
Wexford Branch.
Colm,
who
joined
An
Garda
Síochána
in
October 1984,
served in Crumlin,
Donal
McCarthy
CORK WEST
Josephine
Canavan
CASTLEBAR
Bunbeg, IT Section in Garda Headquarters and in Wexford Town. He completed
Brian
McCarthy
NAAS
Colm
Corcoran
BALLINA
36 years’ service in the Force. Dad John joined in 1959 and served in Kill O’ the Grange, Kilsheelan, Clonmel,
Sheila E.
McGrath
CLARE
Kevin
DONEGAL NORTH
Ballylooby
and Coyle
Mulinahone, Enniscorthy
and Kiltealy in the Enniscorthy
District
up to his retirement.
It was nice to
see father and
son together for a nice photo Brendan
of the duo looking
Murphy healthy and
CORKhappy on what is a
David
Cronin
GALWAY
really
occasion toCLARE
mark Colm’s retirement and joining
as one of ourCORK
newest members of the
Mary his fatherMurray
Denis memorable
Cunningham
GSRMA Wexford Branch.
Joseph
O’Connor
CORK
Oliver
Downer Division:
CLARE
History
of Wexford
The branch is still
John
O’Driscoll
BRAY
Tom
Driscoll
CORKon our ‘History of
working
away in
the background
Wexford
Division’.
Tom
Miller, has
Daniel
O’Driscoll
DUBLIN NORTH
Sheila
Early Our historian,
DUBLIN
NORTH
amassed an amount of material in draft form at present
Thomas
O’Halloran
CORK
Kevin
English
SLIGO/LEITRIM
and we also have information on members who served
Maurice
O’Mahony
CORK
GALWAY
in Patrick
all stations inFitzmaurice
the Wexford/Wicklow
Division since
James
O’Mahony
CORK WEST
John
DONEGAL NORTH
the
inception ofFitzmaurice
the Force in 1922.
It is our intention
Karen
O’Reilly
TEMPLEMORE
John
Flynn to have the
CORKlist as complete and
comprehensive
as possible. We
greatly appreciate
Bernie
Reddington
MEATH
Eileen
Flynn
DUBLIN SOUTH
any further available information even if it is only to let
Paul
Roche
BRAY
SLIGO/LEITRIM
usMaria
know those Guihen
stations in which
members served. We
John
Schley
DUBLIN SOUTH
Patrickalso like Harrington
CORK
would
to know names
of other members who
served
stations.
John
Sharkey
CORK
Martin in thoseHennigan
CORK
The
book,
when
published,
will
contain
anecdotal
Brian
Sutton
DUBLIN SOUTH
Michael
Henry
MEATH
information on events, so if any member has or knows of any incident, we would be delighted to hear from you.
Máire
Uí Cheallacháin
CORK WEST
Charles
Jordan
SlIGO/LEITRIM
We will appreciate any further information, of which you may be aware during your service, whether in your area or
Vincent
Walsh
CORK a part of this history
Catherine
Kealy
DUNDALK
elsewhere
in the
division. Every
little helps to complete the bigger
picture, so
why not become
byMichael
offering
your
contribution!
J.
Kelly
DROGHEDA
Adrian
Whitelaw
DUBLIN WEST
See you all Lawton
in 2021 in hopefully
better circumstances than we have experienced in 2020.
Eileen
CORK WEST

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly
‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of developments
across all branches.
If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see
included in the future, Contact Mick Lernihan, General Secretary,
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8 by post; e-mail
gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.
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Name

Last Name

Station

23183E

Gerard

McGrath

Enniscorthy

22238M

Joseph

Flynn

Blackrock

22741B

Aidan

Farrelly

Portlaoise

23666G

Thomas

Downes

Mallow

25175E

Paul

Dennehy

Tipperary Town

24397C

James

O’Meara

Kinvara

25210G

Kevin

McNulty

DMR Roads Policing

00526F

Agnes

Shanley

Security & Intelligence

22292E

Gerard

Canty

Templemore

24668K

Brian

Roche

Garda College

23951H

Eamon

Flaherty

Terenure

32585F

Margaret

Loftus

Castlebar

23507E

Thomas

Healy

Roscommon

23979H

John

Heslin

Ballyconnell

01232G

Kathleen

Pearse

Thurles

00569L

Joan

Sweeney

GNIB Airport

22894L

Michael

Moreton

Letterkenny

22977F

Gerard

Fitzgerald

Henry Street

22416B

Walter

O’Sullivan

GNBCI

22653L

Peter

O’Boyle

Organised & Serious Crime

24330B

Michael

Mulligan

Ballymun

22264L

Anthony

Cosgrove

Claremorris

28406H

Anthony

Casserly

Blessington

22853B

James

Bergin

Athy

23687L

Thomas

Kilcoyne

Lifford

25292A

Ciaran

McCahey

Garda Dog Unit

25262L

Niall

Colleran

Lismore

25253M

Enda

Sheridan

Edenderry

25281F

Michael

Sheehan

Mallow

25235B

Thomas

Stack

Crumlin

25240K

Noel

Muldowney

Printing (Santry)

00576B

Siobhan

Steenson

Monaghan

00577M

Julie

Folan

Organised & Serious Crime

25081C

Eugene

Brennan

Waterford

00259C

Aideen

McLoughlin

Telecom, HQ
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Request for Photograph of May Class 1961
Brian McCarthy [14702H] is looking for the 1961 May Class photo. So, if anyone has a copy, please contact his
daughter Lorraine McCarthy at lorraineemccarthy@gmail.com

Are you one of the ‘Magnificent Seven’ from Class 1956?
Liam Kitson, Donegal North Branch, writes: “On the morning of 20 June 1956, 25 young men from all
parts of the country paraded on the Depot Square to be received into the ranks of An Garda Síochána. I was the
only foreigner, having been born and reared in Derry City in Northern Ireland. Sergeants Willie Ross and James
Dillon were in charge of the operation. We completed our training on 19 November 1956 and routed to our various
stations.
“Early in April 2006, I received a call from Liam Doherty, from one of the classes to enquire if I would be interested
in taking part in a 50th Anniversary Reunion. I jumped at the chance. The reunion took place at the Hodson Bay
Hotel in Athlone on 20 June 2006.
“To cut a long story short, the craic was so good and we decided to keep it going until the last man switched off
the light! This year’s reunion again did not take place due to the viral situation throughout the county.
“Of the original 25 recruits, 11 were traced and attended every year. Sadly, four have passed away during the
15 years of reunions. We know that seven had passed away before the first meeting. We were unable to trace the
remaining seven.”

If you’re one of the Magnificent Seven and wish to make contact, email liamkitson37@gmail.com

Members of the 1956 Class pictured at the 50th Class Reunion in Athlone in 2006.

Request for Photograph of February Class 1962
Jim Browne, Cork City Branch, was a member of the February 1962 Class at Garda Phoenix Park – one of 25
recruits who had registration numbers 14945-14970. A class photo was taken prior to the Passing-Out Parade in
July 1962. If you can help source a photograph of the class, please contact Jim on 083-8377634.

Síocháin 147

Notice Board

Website Draw
The GSRMA €50 Website Winner is Dublin South
Branch member Michael J Campbell [20818C].

Can you identify this Garda Officer?
Serving colleagues are seeking the assistance of
GSRMA members to identify the Garda Officer in this
photograph. It was found in a neighbour’s house in the
Clonmel area and the back of the photograph notes: ‘A
photograph by W.D. Hogan, 56 Henry St, Dublin’.
If you can provide any information, please contact
GSRMA House.

Summer 2021 Photo Caption
Competition Winner
The GSRMA €50 Summer 2021 Photo Caption
Competition Winner is Vincent O’Dwyer, Cork City
Branch, for his caption ‘No, you can’t have a drag,
Mick’.

Autumn 2021 Photo Caption Competition
So, what wise words did Sergeant Tony Egan say to his
men at Rathfarnham in 1988?
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