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Mental and physical health are the recurring themes 
at Central Committee meetings. The appointed 

Welfare Sub-Committee of the GSRMA is active in 
bringing information to you, which you can read and 
research further if needed. In this edition, the Welfare 
Committee has compiled an informative article on 
vaccinations. 
 While the ‘Spring 2021’ edition focused on mental 
health and wellbeing, as well as ‘Cara Craoibh – Panel of 
Friends’, further health and welfare topics will also appear 
in future editions. And keep an eye on the GSRMA’s 
website and App to ensure that you continue to receive all 
emails and alerts on these and other matters.
 We have a vibrant branch network of 45 branches 
throughout the country, which is strongly supported 
by the Central Committee. The GSRMA Welfare Sub-
Committee was established to focus on the welfare of our 
6,000-odd membership. 
 We have representatives on the boards of St Paul’s 
Garda Medical Aid Society and the Garda Benevolent 
Trust Fund. As part of the Cara Craoibh initiative, GSRMA 
members in most branches have received training and are 
available to assist where required. 
 You should also note that the Garda Employee 
Assistance Service is available to retired members as 
well as serving members. They can be contacted at their 
offices on 16 Parnell Square East, Dublin 1, or you can 
also phone 01-6660390. 
 These services are there to assist you and the GSRMA 
membership. So, keep in contact with your branches and 

WE ARE ALL IN THIS 
TOGETHER

We have all been through a lot over the past 18 months since the blasted coronavirus first 
appeared on our horizons. With some members having been affected more than others, I 
will concentrate on the particular aspect of health and wellbeing in this edition.

‘Cara Craoibh – Panel of Friends’  was formally 
launched nationally at the GSRMA ADM in 2018 
by Acting Garda Commissioner Donal O’Cualain. 
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let them know if you may require assistance or just a 
chat. The saying “We are all in this together” is very apt 
and do not hesitate to reach out if you need to.

Slán anois go dtí go mbuailfimid le chéile arís san 
fhómhar. Tugaigí aire mhaith dá chéile. Bainigí spraoi as 
an saol agus fanaigí i dteagmháil le chéile.

Mick Lernihan
Editor
Summer 2021
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40  FINANCIAL REPORT 
Joe Dirwan, Central Committee & 
Monaghan Branch, reports on ongoing 
efforts to ensure retired members and 
widows should receive a rent allowance 
increase, and the battle ahead to 
maintain pay and parity, in light of 
the Actuarial Review of Public Service 
Pensions.

42  THE BODYKE EVICTIONS 
Distressed tenant farmers clashed with 
a combined military and police force in 
East Clare in June 1887 in what became 
known as The Bodyke Evictions. Those 
who were arrested and charged with 
obstructing the law included a 14-year-
old girl named Bridget McNamara, 
writes Christopher Warner.

48  DRAMATIC DAY AT CLONMANY
The heroic cliff rescue of a mother 
and her young daughter in Clonmany, 
Co. Donegal over 50 years ago by Sgt 
Michael J. Lee, who was presented with 
a ‘Commendation Award’ in 2020, is 
outlined by his son John Lee.

50  ARRIVAL OF THE AUXILIARIES
Despite the arrival of 3,000 Black & Tans 
in Ireland to assist the RIC in 1920, the 
IRA were better organised into Brigades, 
Battalions and Flying Columns in many 
parts of the country, writes Donal J. 
O’Sullivan, Kerry Branch.

56  DUNDALK STATION ATTACK
The sustained mob attack on Dundalk 
Garda Station in September 1972 was 
one of many dangerous incidents faced 
by Offaly Branch member Andy Kenny 
and his colleagues in the border town 
during the ‘Troubles’ in Ireland. 

60  INSPECTOR HENRY J. NANGLE
The life and times of Henry J. Nangle, 
who fought in the War of Independence, 
are outlined in this article. Moving 
through the Garda ranks over the 
following decades, he retained the 
position of Duty Officer at Garda HQ for 
32 years until his retirement in 1965.

  

67  PROSTATE CANCER JOURNEY
In recovery from prostate cancer, John 
Farrelly, Dublin North Branch, says early 
detection and regular blood tests are 
vital, as he shares his story to offer some 
useful words of advice for those who 
have been tested for prostate cancer.
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26  MICK’S MESSAGES 

29  LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

33  GARDA MEMORIAL DAY
Garda Memorial Day in Dublin Castle 
on 22 May was another poignant event, 
dedicated to the brave 89 Gardaí who 
lost their lives in the line of duty in 
service to the Irish State.

35  GARDA MEMORIALS 
To commemorate the 89 Gardaí who 
were cruelly murdered or tragically 
killed on the frontline, General Secretary 
Mick Lernihan outlines a number of 
upcoming anniversaries.
 

37  GSRMA CENTENARY PROJECT 
Having undergone training as part of the 
GSRMA’s Centenary Project, a team is 
set to interview our retired colleagues 
to share their stories and recollections, 
reports Rita Delaney, Centenary 
Committee Chair and Dublin West 
Branch member.
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72  THE HOLY LAND
Marie Landy, Central Committee and 
Galway Branch, who first visited the Holy 
Land in 1998, takes a trip down memory 
lane and recalls the historical background 
to the principal places of worship.

77  THE PLOUGHING CHAMPION
This year marks the 90th anniversary 
since the first National Ploughing 
Championship took place in Athy, Co. 
Kildare in 1931. The late Garda Samuel 
Shirley played a key role in the formative 
years of the Irish Ploughing Association, 
writes his son Richard Shirley. 

78  ON THE ROCKS
Revisiting the iconic Skelligs in Kerry for 
his 70th birthday brought back many 
memories for John Dwyer, Cork West 
Branch, who found himself ‘on the rocks’ 
for most of 1966 during the construction 
of a new lighthouse, before joining An 
Garda Síochana two years later. 

82  GARDA CREDIT UNIONS
Two of the largest and most successful 
credit unions in Ireland are associated 
with An Garda Síochána – St Raphael’s 
and St Paul’s. Dan Quill, Bray Branch, 
outlines the foundation of the credit 
union movement, dating back to the 
1850s.

86           PRINCESS GRACE OF MONACO
Matt Cosgrave, Dublin North Branch, 
recalls the visit of Princess Grace of 
Monaco to Ireland back in 1976, when 
as a young Sergeant, he was assigned to 
escort the princess from the VIP lounge at 
Dublin Airport to her official car.

89  SOME OLD TIME LAW
On clearing out the old Garda station at 
Mountbolus some years ago, Michael 
Dalton, Offaly Branch, came across some 
‘Saorstat Eireann Acts’ (1923-1939) and 
put them in safe keeping until he came 
across this bundle of history recently’. 

93  SAINT PADRE PIO
Padre Pio was canonised a Saint on 16 
June 2002 by the late Pope John Paul II. 
The St Pio Office in Dublin has been run 
by Eileen Maguire for many years, writes 
Willie McGee, Kildare North Branch.
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ATHY BRANCH NEWS
Hoping for the ‘green light’: The Athy Branch has been in lockdown since March 2020 and, like all other 
branches, we hope for the ‘green light’ soon. Over the year, we have missed our monthly coffee mornings 
but we have kept in touch with one another by phone etc…we look forward to these mornings again and 
meeting our new members.

Annual Mass: On 18 December, we held our Annual Mass for Deceased Garda Members of Athy Branch 
and their families. We also enrolled them in the Golden Book so they will always be remembered. An 
invitation was also sent to the local station to attend.

Donations for local artists: We made donations this year to Cuan Mhuire and the local Lions Club to help 
musical entertainers in Athy who have had no income due to the pandemic, and a small donation was given 
to the priests of the parish.

BALLINA BRANCH NEWS
Votes of Sympathy: At a recent zoom meeting, chaired by our chairman Jim Friel, votes of sympathy were 
passed to members who lost family members in the recent past. 
• To the family of Retired Garda Tom O’Driscoll, 12696K. Easley, Co. Sligo – Tom was a native of 

Bodyke, Co. Clare and spent his entire service in Mayo Division, serving in Castlebar, Ballycastle, 
Hollymount and Easkey. He is survived by his wife Mai, son Sean and daughter Margaret. He was an 
active member of our Branch for many years.

• Maureen Hussey and her brother retired Garda Commissioner Noel Conroy, on the death of their sister 
Patricia Rabbett, Belmullet. 

• John Keane, on the death of his mother Sarah Keane, Gladree, Sarah was also mother of Retired Insp. 
Michael Keane, Letterkenny and serving member Brendan Keane, Ballina. 

• Tony Lavelle, Ballina, on the death of his brother-in-law Jimmy Kilbane in Galway. Jimmy was a native 
of Achill. May their gentle souls Rest in Peace. 

New Members: Our chairman extended a welcome to three new branch members who joined us recently, 
Pat Garvey from Crossmolina and John Quinn and Brendan Cafferty, both from Ballina. He wished them 
many happy years of retirement.

BRAY BRANCH NEWS
Resuming 
social 
activities: 
Like other 
Branches 
across the 
country, the 
roll-out of the 
vaccines is 
happening 
for our 
most senior 
members with the rest to follow over the coming 
weeks. Hopefully, that will give us the impetus and 
the clearance to begin our social activity within 
the Branch in the beautiful surroundings of North 
Wicklow.

Keeping in touch: Our Branch members continue 
to keep in touch on Zoom and the committee 

holds regular update meetings to ensure that all 
members who require assistance receive same. 
Those without Zoom and the other mediums are 
regularly contacted and kept up to speed on what’s 
happening. 
     They were especially pleased to hear that there 
is a few bob on the way after the trojan work of the 
Central Committee in sorting out the rent allowance 
issue after a four-year fight – Comhghairdeas go 
léir.
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Opening of Shankill Garda Station in 1990: This photo is 
unique in that we have members from three GSRMA Branches 
at Shankill Garda Station being entertained at the official 
station opening, by the very generous i/c who hails from 
Straide, Co. Mayo – Jim Dunleavy. 
     The picture shows Jim Butler and Eddie Ryan from Dun 
Laoghaire Branch, and Paddy O’Brien from Dublin South 
Branch. Larry Mythen, Brian Flannery and Patsy Kennedy 
joined the former Treasurer and former Secretary of the Bray 
Branch. Jim Dunleavy and John Smith – ye haven’t aged a bit 
lads!
     That’s it from the Bray Branch for this edition and hopefully 
by the time the next edition of Síocháin comes around in the 
autumn, we’ll have had a good summer catching up with family 
and friends like we should’ve been doing if it wasn’t for the 
blasted Covid. Slán.

CARLOW BRANCH NEWS
Online events: We are beginning to see a glimmer of light at the end of the dark tunnel that is Covid-19. As 
we head into May, most members of Carlow Branch have received either their first or second vaccination.
    For those who have not ventured out yet, there are many events which can be viewed online. The National 
Concert Hall is running a number of summer concerts online. For details check www.nch.ie. The Gate 
Theatre, Dublin is showing ‘The Visiting Hour’, by Frank McGuinness. Details on www.gatetheatre.ie.

Social outings: Hopefully by the autumn we will be able to gather again in social groups and venture away 
together on outings. The re-opening of barber shops has been is anxiously awaited by the men as are the 
hairdressers by the ladies. 
    Four months is too long to go without a haircut! We have almost forgotten what it is like to go into a pub or 
to go out for a meal. Surely these establishments will open sooner rather than later.

Bereavement notice: On a sad note, our dear friend and colleague, Jim Ryan [18596E], passed away on 14 
March 2021 after a long illness. We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife Ann and family. An obituary for 
Jim will follow at a later date. We wish any members who are unwell at this time the best and hope they make 
a speedy recovery.

CAVAN BRANCH NEWS
Vaccine roll-out: Branch members are waiting for vaccines 
to be distributed and look forward to the resumption of our 
monthly coffee morning and other Branch activities when it 
is safe to hold them. We hope you all are keeping well and 
staying safe.  

Christmas Draw winners: Our Christmas Draw took place on 
4 December, with 10 prizes of €100 each won by the following 
members: Martin Mc Kenna, Tony Keys, D.J. Curtin, Michael 
Mulvey, Matthew McGahern, Eugene Murphy, Jim Magennis, 
Charles Glackin, Joseph Rabbitt and Margaret Walsh. 
Congratulations to all the winners and well done to GSRMA 
House and the Cavan Branch for the financial support of this 
very welcome initiative.

Pictured outside the Garda Station in 
Geashill, Co. Offaly in 1950; the Garda on 
the left is Garda Liam Smyth [09426] father 
of Cavan Branch Secretary John Smyth.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Pictured at the closure of the old station in Shannon Industrial Estate 
before moving to the new station in Shannon Town Centre in June 1991:
Back Row (l-r): Seamus McMahon, Larry Donnellan, Pat O’Malley, Tom 
Meehan, Barry Walsh, Máiréad Kelly, John Morris, Martin Chambers, 
Joe Naughton, Brendan Burke, Michael Kirby, Pat Cleary, Christy 
Russell. Front Row (l-r): Tom Kennedy, Michael Houlihan, JJ O’Hara, 
John Maughan, Michael Burke, Denis Keating, Jim McMahon, Pat 
Danagher, Gerry Flaherty.
(Photo courtesy of Michael Burke, Clare Branch)

CLARE BRANCH NEWS
‘On-Call’ service welcomed: 
Our Branch members are slowly 
but surely getting their vaccines 
and there is a noted lifting of 
spirits. The fine weather and 
easing of Level 5 restrictions 
have also added to the good 
feeling, and long may it continue. 
In the meantime, our serving 
colleagues have guaranteed their 
much appreciated ‘on-call’ service 
whenever we need assistance or 
companionship.

Centenary celebrations: 
GSRMA House launched its Oral 
History Project calling on support 
from us all as we get ready to 
celebrate and commemorate 
the first 100 years of An Garda 
Síochána. The ‘Clare Champion’ 
was contacted locally and carried 
the story and appeal on 26 
February. 
    A Clare Branch group text 
followed up and had positive 
results from Garda families and friends, but there is 
always room for many more so please make contact, 
if you have a tale to tell, picture to share or an 
experience to re-live.
    One interesting development was the discovery 
of two Gardaí from the original intake of 1922 – one 
is a father of a GSRMA member, while the other a 
grandfather of a serving member – so interrogating 
their stories will be interesting!   

Guard of Honour: We lost one of our senior 

colleagues in March when John Lavin passed 
peacefully after 33 years of retirement. Incidentally, 
John featured in his high-collared uniform with three 
classmates in the ‘Winter 2020 Síocháin’. 
    Despite the restrictions, but in compliance with 
them, many GSRMA and other retired members 
formed a guard of honour outside the church for our 
long-time colleague in support of his immediate and 
extended family. 
    As we look forward to a brighter time ahead, we 
wish good health to all and a promise of support 
whenever needed. Stay safe and stay in touch. 

CORK CITY BRANCH NEWS
95th birthday celebrations: Congratulations to Mrs Anne Dolan (pictured 
on the right) who celebrated her 95th birthday in February with her extended 
family in Glanmire, Cork. Anne has proud links with the Garda Síochána.  
Her father Sgt Patrick Curran [859], a native of Annascaul, Co. Kerry, was a 
founding member of the force. 
    In 1922, he was sent as Garda Sergeant to open Burtonport Station in 
Donegal.  A few years later he married local lady Anna McCarron and this 
took the family to places such as Westmeath, Drimoleague, Carrigtwohill 
before he retired in 1963 from Crosshaven, Co. Cork.  Daughter Anne 
received her education in St. Aloysius Convent, Carrigtwohill and later 
qualified as a State Registered Nurse. 
    She married Galway native D/Garda Pat Dolan [10852A] while he was 
based in Glanmire, Co. Cork. The couple reared a family of three: Michael, 
Anne-Marie and Pat.  Sadly, her husband died in 1997 at the age of 64 years. 

8  Síocháin 



A little help is...
donating 

200,000 meals 
monthly to 

    community groups.

Number of equivalent meals based on
average monthly donations, April 2021.



Cork West Anniversary Mass (1977) 
75th Anniversary Mass: This group photo was taken in 1997 at a special mass at St Patrick’s Church, Bandon on 
the occasion of the 75th anniversary of An Garda Síochána. West Cork Riding was included a part of the Diocese 
of Kerry at that time, hence the attendance of the Bishop of Kerry.
Front: Noel Kevane, Sean Gill, Tom Walshe, Mick Kelly, Bishop W. Murphy, Dermot Dwyer, Bishop J Buckley, 
Roger O’Donoghue, Jim Enright, Mattie O’Dowd, Tom Barrett.
Middle: Canon O’Callaghan, John Casey, Philip O’Connor, Tim Sheehan, Mick Hussey, Mick O’Sullivan, Billy 
Creedon, John Ahern, Jim O’Leary, unknown, Rev M. Burrows
Back: Fr P Stevenson, John Hernon, Brendan Sheehan, Con Kearney, Jerry Connolly, John Sugrue, Dan Murphy, 
Jerry Bradley, John Hurley, Noel O’Sullivan, unknown, unknown lady, Declan O’Callaghan, Fr L Comer.

Shortly afterwards Anne joined the Cork City Branch.  In 
2019, she was presented with a GSRMA Certificate of 
Appreciation marking her 20 years of loyal membership 
to the Association.

Virtual St Patrick’s Day gathering: As the bell struck 
noon on St Patrick’s Day, 21 Cork City members availed 
of zoom technology for a virtual social gathering. Some 
proudly wore the green shamrock, others a green outfit 
as the focus was on our native Saint. 
    The 90-minute virtual event was divided into three 
segments: (i) Members paid tribute to fallen comrades 
who died during the Covid pandemic; (ii) Garda 
memories of days gone-by, and (iii) A few festive songs.  
    Our thanks to Mary Doody for singing ‘Dear Little 
Shamrock’, Mary Morrissey for ‘If we only had old 
Ireland over here’, Jim Herlihy for ‘The Bold Thady Quill’ 
and Sandra Lewis for her beautiful rendition of ‘The 
Rocks of Bawn’. We pray that next year we will be able 
to gather together to celebrate St Patrick’s Day.

CORK WEST BRANCH NEWS
Dancing into 
retirement: New 
branch member, Pat 
Meany, who retired on 
19 March, finished up 
his last day at Bandon 
Station in a unique 
manner as he danced 
his way out! This was 
caught on camera and 
sent to a few ‘friends’. It 
went viral on Facebook 
and was featured in the 
national press. 
    We wish Pat all the 
best in his retirement. Those of us who served with Pat 
during his 40 years and three months know the jolly 
character he is and we look forward to his company 
when our trips return in the coming months, God willing.
    Slán for now and hopefully we’ll all be in a better 
place, vaccination wise, by the Autumn edition.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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There is no greater  
marvel in all of Ireland 

than the spirit of its people. 
Your efforts tower higher 
than any cliffs or mountains. 
And are felt deeper than  
any river or sea.

Thank you.
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Donegal South – Ballyshannon 1975

Donegal South – Ballyshannon 2005  

DONEGAL SOUTH BRANCH 
NEWS
District HQ on the move: 
In 1975 District HQ in 
Ballyshannon moved from 
College Street to The Mall, and 
in 2005, the HQ moved again 
to new building at Portnason. 
Three members served in each 
of the stations – Michael Kirwan, 
Martin Burke and PJ Davey. 
Sadly, Michael has passed 
on. May he and all our other 
colleagues Rest in Peace.  
      
Christmas Draw: Like all other 
regions, we had our Christmas 
draw in December 2020, which 
was hugely appreciated by 
the members and thanks to 
GSRMA HQ for their support. 
There were 20 winners out of 71 
members with €1,500 in prizes, 
so congratulations to all the 
winners, and commiserations to 
all who were not successful. 

The results were as follows:
€50 Winners: Joe Bradley, 
Carrick; Bernie Gillespie, 
Ballyshannon; Connell 
McFadden, Crolly P.O.; Martin 
Tonry, Portnoo; Kevin Mitchell, 
Donegal Town; Roisin Lee, 
Ballyshannon; Eddie McFadden, Ballyshannon; Tom 
Lyons, Donegal Town; John Clarke, Bundoran; Maura 
Connaughton, Ardara; Anthony Dooley, GLenties; Pat 
Hamilton, Donegal Town.
€100 Winners: Michael McVann, Bundoran; Patrick 
O’Donnell, Andara; Pat Boland, Bunbeg; Michael 
Flynn, Bundoran; John McGroary, Letterbarrow; Larry 
Walsh, Donegal Town; Margaret McDonagh, Dungloe. 
€200 Winner: Michael Gallagher, Donegal Town.

We have very little activity to report so far this year, 

mostly keeping contact by phone or emails. Some 
members have received their double jab while others 
are waiting for their first dose of the vaccine. 

Birthday celebrations: We have members 
celebrating big birthdays with family members only, 
such as Joe Joyce’s 80th. There are similar birthdays 
coming up for Breege Connor and John Durcan in 
the near future. All are healthy and fit. We are just 
keeping safe and look forward hopefully to when 
we will get together before the end of the year to 
celebrate with our esteemed colleagues and friends. 
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DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH NEWS
Garda Fallon’s 51st anniversary: To commemorate 
the 51st anniversary of the death of Garda Dick 
Fallon, a few socially-distanced branch members 
assembled at his graveside in Balgriffin Cemetery on 
Sunday 4 April where they were joined by Dick’s son 
Richard. 
    Our Chairman, Jim Murphy (pictured below), laid 
a wreath and after some reflections, prayers were 
recited for the repose of his soul. Accompanied 
by our Secretary Christy Lonergan, our Chairman 
moved to Mountjoy Garda Station where Dick was 
stationed when murdered, and he also laid a wreath 
at the station’s shrine erected in Dick’s memory. 
    A plaque was erected last year at Arran Quay 
where Garda Fallon was cruelly murdered in 1970, 
and the plaque will be officially unveiled when Covid 
restrictions permit.

‘A Question of Honour’: Congratulations to John 
O’Brien, Dublin North Branch and Central Committee 
member on the publication of his book ‘A Question 
of Honour’ reviewed by Patrick Cregg in the Spring 
Edition of Síocháin. 
    As the reviewer stated, this book is “an 

entertaining tale of reminiscences, trials, 
tribulations and war stories from the sixties to the 
noughties where you can easily fill in the name of 
characters, he does not name. This book is also 
invaluable for the historian, for those even mildly 
academic or just curious as to how the Garda 
Síochána got to where it is today”.  It is a great 
resource to dip into to recall events lost in the 
memory. Well done John and we look forward to 
your next book.

Commitment by members: The engagement 
by branch members with other branches and the 
wider community is commendable.  In the Spring 
Edition of ‘Síocháin’, articles from five branch 
members on various topics were included. This 
shows great commitment and support to our 
Association and its various organs and all are to 
be congratulated. This, it is hoped, will encourage 
other branch members who have stories to tell to 
get writing.

Vaccinations: With the programme proceeding 
at pace and committee members generally at 
the upper age for vaccinations, very many of our 
members have received the vaccine by now. 
So, we look forward to having our meetings face 
to face at the DCU Campus. No more zooms 
or video link meetings and this is something to 
look forward to, or will Covid forever change our 
practices? We hope not so keep smiling…. 

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Remembering branch members: In the middle of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we think of our branch colleagues 
who have departed for their eternal rest – John 
Madigan, ex-SDU passed on 21 February; Vincent 
Kennedy, ex-Garda HQ departed on 1 March. A dear 
friend, Jim Flynn, ex-Sergeant in Kevin St, who battled 
with health issues for the last number of years, also 
passed away.
    A true Corkonian, Jim was a legend in policing the ‘A’ 
District. Sadly, on 7 March, Harry Murphy, also ex-Kevin 
St, Technical Bureau and SDU, suffered an untimely 
death. Harry was also a branch committee member. We 
will miss them and we will remember them all.
    For the second year in a row, like other branches 
and due to Covid restrictions, we are not in a position 
to honour our deceased friends and family members 
due to travel restrictions. The importance of contact with 
family and friends, whether it is to share information, 
swap stories and just to have a good laugh is so 
important, our past interactions will hopefully resume in 
the near future.

Things to do during lockdown: Since the lockdown 
began in March 2020, we are thinking of things to do 
and to manage our time better, exercising by walking or 
cycling and doing a bit of DIY. 

    Everyone talks about de-cluttering, ‘will I order a 
skip?’ etc, but how far did we get? Some members took 
to painting, either with a small brush, a big brush or a 
roller to brighten up the residence. Gardening has also 
exploded after the winter and here’s hoping that our 
branch colleagues who are golfers are getting back onto 
the fairways. 

Vaccinations: Based on the age profile of our branch, 
most members have, at this stage, got one and are 
waiting for the second dose of the vaccine. My poor 
ould dog is confused with the abolition of the 5k rule – 
he was so afraid of stepping out of line!

Congratulations: Compliments to John O’Brien on his 
excellent book ‘A Question of Honour’ as it has brought 
back loads of memories, especially our visits to the ‘H’ 
Block Riots at the British Embassy.

Rent Allowance Claim: Dublin South Branch wishes 
to thank the Central Committee for sorting out the Rent 
Allowance Claim, with no pension increases since 2008 
and the FEMPI deductions due to collapse in 1 July 
2021. There is always light at the end of the tunnel with 
such a hard-working Central Committee – so, well done! 
In the meantime, keep well, keep safe and above all, 
keep positive.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH NEWS
Social activities on hold: Like all other branches we 
are still on hold. However, with the vaccine roll-out 
well on its way, the good news is that things appear 
to be getting better, but of course we are not there 
yet. Therefore, it is unlikely that our regular coffee 
mornings and other social activities will resume for 
some time. 

Keeping in touch: In the meantime, Dun Laoghaire 
Branch will continue to keep in touch with those who 
may need assistance. Home visits, in compliance with 
current guidelines are ongoing with a special word 
of thanks to our Branch Treasurer Mick Troy for his 
efforts in identifying members to call into and have a 
friendly chat. 

WhatsApp Group: Branch members are encouraged 
to join our ‘WhatsApp’ group by texting your name 
to either Jim Kenny at 086-2341401 or Ed Ryan at 
087-2240439.  We welcome two new members to our 
branch – Gerard Stapleton and John Twomey.

Sincere sympathies: Since our last branch news, 
we sadly report the loss of branch members Tom 
Finn [14491F] and Vera Lanigan, wife of the late John 
Lanigan [09835C]. We also extend our sympathies 

to branch member Roger McGrath on the passing 
of his sister Toni, Helen Somers, wife of the late Bill 
Somers, and Sheila Creagh, wife of the late Gerry 
Creagh. We express our sincere sympathies to their 
families at this difficult time. May they all Rest in 
Peace.

Death of former Branch 
Treasurer: With the deadline for 
the summer issue looming, news 
of the death of our esteemed 
former Treasurer, founding 
member and friend came to 
hand. It is with great sadness that 
we learned of the passing of John 
Ruane. John is recalled here by 
our Branch Chairman Ed Ryan: 

John Ruane [13457M] was 
a legend and the many 
condolences from near and far were testament to 
a lifetime of service. Described as decent, loyal, 
the perfect gentleman, professional, setting high 
standards with generosity and good humour.  John 
had many talents being deeply involved in the 
GSRMA, Stackstown Golf Club, the Garda Choir and 
many more – all have given due tribute to Peggy, 
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Emer and family at this time.    
    John joined in April 1958 and came to Kill O 
Grange.  Within a few years he married Peggy from 
Donegal, the love of his life and his rock. In May 
1966, Ed Ryan arrived in the Kill via Mountjoy and 
one of the first members he met was John a fellow 
Mayo man. He proved a shining example to the 
younger generation.  John was promoted in 1967 and 
spent time in Wexford only to return to the Kill.
    The year 1970 loomed and football entered the 
fray as the ‘F’ District - Dun Laoghaire and ‘N’ - 
Bray set about competing in the DMA Inter-District 
Championship.  John took on the role of Manager and 
that team, backboned by many household names, 
ended up in the final in Croke Park in November as 
total outsiders. 
    Pitted against the might of a star studded ‘B’ - 
Pearse St/Harcourt Terrace team, and for the first 
time in its history, the ‘F’ and ‘N’ were victorious 
brought about by the astute management and 
selection by John. 
    Another stand out moment later was the famous 
seven-a-side tournament including teams from Bray, 
Blackrock, Donnybrook, Dun Laoghaire, Cabinteely 
and Kill O Grange in Carriglea on Kill Avenue. Some 

fantastic matches were played in glorious evening 
sunshine. Then all hell broke loose as the paper 
started flying, efforts were made to identify the patrol 
cars, the players and one sergeant when interviewed 
and asked to assist but retorted that he could not 
help as the “sun was in his eyes”. John kept his cool 
during it all.  
    John continued to serve as Unit Sergeant in Kill O 
Grange during the 1970s when his cool leadership 
helped form many young lives. In 1979, he took over 
as I/C and did so until his promotion to Inspector in 
1990 and transferred to Dun Laoghaire from whence 
he retired.
    In retirement, he took on the role of Treasurer 
of the Dun Laoghaire Branch and continued to 
help organise the Annual Mass on 6 January every 
year, as he had done since his arrival in 1958. 
His gardening skills were a joy to behold with his 
glasshouse, the ridges and drills bearing sumptuous 
fruit and vegetables. 
    Despite all his interests, family was most important 
to John. We extend our deepest sympathy to Peggy, 
Emer, Pat, his five grandchildren, his brothers Joe 
and Tony (both GSRMA members) and his sister 
Vera. Go ndéana Dia trócaire ar a anam dílis.

Eddie Horgan, George Gaine, Rita and Mick O’Brien, Pat Lehane, Jim Casey, Jack McGrath and Pat 
McAuliffe pictured during a pre-Covid branch outing.

KERRY SOUTH BRANCH NEWS
Pre-Covid outings: Here in South Kerry, we’re keeping an eye on vaccine developments and hope for a little 
more freedom soon to restart our Branch meetings and activities. We hope that all members are keeping safe 
and, in this edition, we share a pre-Covid outing photograph during visits to Cobh and Spike Island. We had a 
wonderful day trip which was enjoyed by 22 members. 

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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MONAGHAN BRANCH NEWS 
Vaccinations: All is going well in 
Monaghan with branch members 
now receiving their vaccinations 
and hopefully we will be in a 
position to resume ‘normality’ in the 
coming months. In the meantime, 
enjoy the upcoming summer and 
we are now going to take you back 
in time to 1922 and 1937 in the 
following article.

Garda John Hegarty: Monaghan 
Branch is pleased to follow on from 
the photograph that appeared in 
the Spring edition of Síocháin on 
the retirement party for Garda John 
Hegarty in 1965 from Scotstown 
Station after 43 years of service, 
with a bit more detail on the man 
and his life…
    Garda John Hegarty [2339] 
joined An Garda Síochána on 13 
June 1922. He was 18 years of 
age and a native of Bredagh Glen, 
Moville, Co. Donegal. He was one 
of 34 young men from the local area 
who joined the newly formed Civic 
Guard.  
    Following training he was 
transferred to Ennistymon, Co. 
Clare, and formed part of the first 
contingent of the Civic Guard to 
serve in that locality at a time when 
most of the county was still aligned 

NAAS BRANCH NEWS 
Longing for the simple things: Since we last met for 
our AGM in March 2020, we have all gone through so 
much change in our lives. Those coffee mornings and 
weekly bowling days seem like a distant memory and 
how we all long for those simple things again – yet with 
the vaccine roll-out we have hope once again. As soon 
as it is safe and from what we are reading at the moment 
outdoor dining will get the all clear over the summer and 
we will organise a meeting and cup of coffee.

Online Easter Mass: The online Easter Mass got a 
wonderful response with in excess of 100 views, which 
was fantastic and we appreciate those members who got 
in touch to express their thanks. The Committee felt it 
was so important to reach out in some small way over the 
Easter season. 
     We were very thankful to Fr John Harris for facilitating 
us in the Dominican Church and we were delighted to 

Garda John Hegarty

to the anti-treaty side of the 
civil war. Normal policing was 
challenging and on a number 
of occasions the station was 
physically attacked. 
    After a few years he was 
granted a transfer to Cavan 
Town before later transferring 
in 1928 to Smithboro, Co. 
Monaghan. A few years later, he 
was transferred to the adjoining 
sub-district of Scotstown 
where he served for over 30 
years. John retired in 1965 and 
continued to reside in the village 
until his death in 1987. 
    Garda John Hegarty was a 
much regarded and respected 
member of An Garda Síochána 
who contributed hugely to the 
successful establishment of 
the new police force in North 
Monaghan. His late son, Sean 
was a founding member and 
player with the well-known 
Scotstown’s Gaelic Football 
Club. (Both photographs are 
courtesy of Marie Caulfield, 
Scotstown, a daughter of the late 
John Hegarty). 

Take care, keep safe and keep in 
touch with your colleagues and 
friends – they need it and you 
need it.

ASSOCIATION NEWSASSOCIATION NEWS
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welcome Inspector Tony Connaughton from Naas Garda 
Station to join us as we also remembered our serving 
colleagues who have had a very difficult challenging 
year.

Centenary celebrations: Plans are in full swing to 
celebrate the centenary of An Garda Síochána in 2022 
and we will be working with our serving members to 
organise events locally and nationally. That will give 
us something good to look forward to. We are hopeful 
that when winter comes around that we will be able to 
organise a meal and we can all be present at a Mass for 
all our members and their intentions. 

Easter raffle winners: Our Easter Raffle was just a 
little way to let members know that we are constantly 
thinking of them, our winners were delighted to receive 
their SuperValu vouchers.  
     The winners are as follows – voucher for €150 to 
Brigid Mulligan, €100 for Patrick Mangan, with three 
winners of €50 vouchers – Michael Healy, Roisin 
Farrell O’Donovan and Joseph Brennan, while the €25 
voucher winner was Anthony Scully. 
     Congratulations and well done to our winners. Until 
we meet in the not-too-distant future keep positive and 
stay safe and well.

ROSCOMMON BRANCH NEWS
Exhibition of policing artefacts: A new permanent exhibition in the old Garda Barracks, now called the 
‘John McGahern Barracks’, in Cootehall, Co. Roscommon celebrates the contribution of McGahern to Irish 
literature. John McGahern was the son of Sgt Frank McGahern who was stationed at Cootehall during the 
1930s.
    The exhibition, which was launched via a short video by the former President Mary McAleese on 9 April, 
provided an insight into the nature of policing and an appreciation of village life in Ireland in the middle of the 
last century. It will be open daily once Covid restrictions are lifted. 
    The Cootehall Community Development, a local voluntary group acquired the Barracks from the Office of 
Public Works. The group, through various funding applications and local fundraising efforts, has transformed 
the Barracks.
    John McGahern and his six siblings had been living on a small farm in Leitrim with their mother Susan 
about 20 miles from Cootehall. Susan McGahern died in 1944 and John (aged 10 at the time), along with his 
siblings moved into the Garda Barracks with their father Frank. 
    The Barracks at Cootehall is well worth a visit, where you will see a variety of artefacts from the middle of 
the last century. It recalls what policing in Ireland was like in the 1940s and 50s. John McGahern went on to 
become one of Ireland’s most famous writers. ‘The Barracks’ was his first novel.
    In the meantime, take care, stay safe and hopefully we’ll meet one another soon.

Exhibition room in Coothall Barracks John McGahern’s famous first 
novel ‘The Barracks’
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WEXFORD BRANCH NEWS
Prize draw winners: Greetings to 
all our members as we welcome 
the summer months and hope for 
freedom to organise some outings 
and entertainment. It seems so long 
now since we had our last bit of 
freedom. The only action was to give 
something back financially to our 
members by way of pre and post-
Christmas draws. 
    Our recent April prize draw winners 
were Matt Kelly, Oylegate €300, 
Tony Fagan, Enniscorthy €200, Tom 
Murphy, Rosslare €100 and the five 
€50 winners – Pat Kenny, Jim Kehoe, 
Michael Considine and Eugene Byrne 
from Wexford and Donal Behan from 
Enniscorthy. 
    Alas Eugene Byrne passed to his eternal reward 
before he could enjoy his winnings but it will be with 
his family (RIP). It is a sad part of both draws that a 
winner has passed away so soon after each draw, 
with the late Catherine Dunne, Gorey, winning €100 
in the pre-Christmas draw. 
    We also lost John Darmody, Wexford in late 
Spring, after celebrating his 90th year. John spent 
his early years in the Carlow/Kildare Division before 
coming to the sunny south east. We hope that we 
may be spared any further sadness in 2021.  

History of the Force: A special thank you to 
members who contributed material for our proposed 
history of An Garda Síochána in the Wexford 
Division. We have used the lockdown to progress 
our work and Tom Miller has made contact with a 
possible publisher, so things are progressing and it is 
hoped to come to fruition by year end or early 2022. 
    However, we still welcome submissions of old 
photos or items for inclusion. Everyone has some 
items of historical value and do not underestimate 
the importance to have it recorded. It will mark 
the first 100 years of the Force and this is our one 

chance to include as much material as possible of 
those early years. So, let us all give a final push to 
provide the missing pieces.

Oral History Project: In early April, Alan Corcoran 
gave Tom Miller and myself some time on his 
morning chat show on South East Radio to expound 
on progress with the proposed book on the history 
of An Garda Síochána in Co. Wexford and on 
the GSRMA Oral History project. If any member 
wishes to volunteer his/her views orally on the topic, 
an interview can be arranged. Alan spoke of his 
grandfather being an early member of the Force and 
we assured him that when we get added freedom to 
move, we would call in on him. 

Entertainment suggestions: So, hopefully by the 
time the summer comes along we will be somewhat 
better off with what we can arrange to entertain our 
members. Any suggestions are always welcomed 
as no group has all the ideas. So, until the lazy, 
hazy, crazy days of summer let us hope for a better 
year ahead. Best wishes and thank you to all at 
Harrington St HQ.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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It should now be safe to plan for 
our Annual Masses in November 

and December and our Christmas 
get-togethers. Let’s hope so. In 
anticipation of that freedom, we must 
all continue to play our part heeding 
the advice of NPHET, HSE and An 
Garda Síochána.
 On 24 March last, the Central 
Committee convened a Special 
Delegate Meeting (SDM) via Zoom, 
to deal with the continuing fall-out 
from the pandemic. Two motions were 
before the delegates who attended 
the zoom call; firstly, to postpone the 
Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) to 
2022, and secondly, to defer elections 
to 2022. 
 Both motions were passed 
unanimously. Thank you to all your 
delegates for attending and ensuring 
that the GSRMA is soundly managed. 
So, next on the cards is the ADM in 
June 2022 at the Hodson Bay Hotel. 
 Your AGMs can now be planned, 
at least provisionally, for next Spring. 
More instructions will be issued when 
it’s safer to do so. Keep in touch with 
your Branches for updates.
 Speaking of 2022 and our 100th 
birthday celebrations, Rita Delaney 
has an update on the Centenary and 
the project being undertaken by the 
GSRMA. The interview recordings 
have commenced. Thank you to all for 
your expressions of interest and to the 
volunteers who are assisting Rita and 
the team with the project. Next year 
will be a great year for the GSRMA 

and An Garda Síochána.
 In other news, there was a 
major success for the GSRMA and 
all retired members and widows in 
the concession by the Department 
of Public Expenditure & Reform of 
the ongoing Rent Allowance claim. 
Five GSRMA members had issued 
proceedings before the High Court on 
behalf of the Association following 
legal advice. 
 This will mean a few bob for 
all members who are not already 
benefitting from the award in their 
pensions. The background to this is 
that there was an award to our serving 
colleagues of a €500 increase in 
rent allowance in 2017-18. We were 
excluded, although parity being in 
place. Parity, representation and the 
restoration of all monies deducted 
under FEMPI remain the GSRMA’s 
policy and your support in this is 
welcomed. Keep it up!
 Details on the payment of arrears 
are being worked out at present 
and will take a little time owing to 
the complexity of the claim and the 
wide variety of payees. This has been 
confirmed to me from the Pensions 
Section in Killarney and I await news 
on when this will be transacted – I will 
inform you all as soon as I know. 
 This is an example of having 
‘strength in numbers’ and ‘unity of

purpose’ in the GSRMA Central 
Committee, with Branch Committees 
and the Membership working together 
for the 6,000 members. Indeed, all 
9,000 retired members and widows 
who retired before 2017-18 will 
benefit from the action of the GSRMA.
 Finally, I wish to make you aware 
of SEFF (South East Fermanagh 
Foundation), which is run from an 
office in Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh. 
Their services are on a 32-county basis 
and deal with counselling, support and 
wellbeing as well as the availability of 
grant funding. 
 SEFF is clear that in the context 
of ‘The Troubles’ there was no 
justification for terrorism and/or other 
criminal violence irrespective of who 
carried it out – criminal violence was 
wrong and unjustified. Check them 
out if you wish at https://seff.org.uk/.
 So, all-in-all, the news from Mick’s 
Messages in this edition is positive 
with the vaccinations ongoing, the 
commencement of planning for end-
of-year events, and the AGMs and 
Elections in 2022. The ADM is set for 
next year, our big birthday, and the big 
win in the Rent Allowance. 
 Enjoy the summer folks and 
continue to stay safe and positive. 

Slán for now!
Mick

With the rollout of 
the vaccinations 
now underway, our 
members and families 
are well on the road to 
exiting the pandemic. 
Hopefully, we will be 
able to partake in our 
social gatherings later in 
the year. 
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor,

I have been a great proponent of the Garda Inspectorate for many years both as a serving Garda and now retired. Their voice for 
change, facing down the old Guard, was for those of us working with antiquated gear, equipment and policies, a breath of fresh air.
 We started to see improvements and more importantly we were being listened to by independent policing professionals who pushed 
for dynamic changes within the force.
There are many reports from 2006 onwards from the Inspectorate such as “Policing in Ireland, Public Order Policing”, “Crime 
Investigations”, to name but a few, which have seen changes in how policing is done in the modern era.
	 Yes,	there	was	pushback	from	some	senior	officers,	with	some	dragged	kicking	and	screaming	into	a	more	modern	policing	era.	
The	force,	like	many	other	police	forces,	is	well	aware	of	its	shortcomings	and	it	is	an	ongoing	process,	which	has	benefited	the	
community as well as policing.
 This report examines the force’s effectiveness in “preventing, detecting and mitigating the threat of internal corruption” as well as 
many other issues, and the strategies in place to counter them.
 The force has already set up an anti-corruption unit to tackle these issues but the Inspectorate wants it to be more proactive and 
use an “holistic approach to identifying and tackling corruption”.
 One would think from the Inspectorates report that corruption was endemic and spread right across the force. This is far from the 
truth and was highlighted primarily in recent tribunals when one former Garda member had to retract corruption comments that he 
made against other members without a scintilla of evidence. 
 The vast majority of Garda members, with the exception of a few, do their jobs with the utmost honesty and  integrity in the face 
of criminal or extremist provocation or enticement.
	 I,	for	one,	am	proud	of	what	the	force	has	achieved	but	it	has	been	down	to	individual	officers	who’ve	demanded	change	or	
challenged	senior	officers	and	the	structures,	to	their	own	detriment	and	their	careers.
 Without them and those within the Inspectorate we may not have seen these changes we have seen, but we must be careful not to 
taint	the	whole	force	and	those	working	within	it	with	the	use	of	such	an	inflammatory	and	unfair	use	of	the	word	‘corruption’.	

Christy Galligan
Donegal North Branch

GARDA INSPECTORATE VOICES NEED FOR CHANGE

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

ENJOYABLE MEMORIES FROM CONNEMARA
Dear Editor, 

The	article	“Reflections	on	a	Home	from	Home”	by	Connemara	native	Mathias	Cosgrave,	Síocháin	Spring	2021,	brought	back	
happy memories for me of the beautiful scenery and the friendly people.
 Many years ago, my mother and I motored from Cork City to Connemara for a short holiday in Peacock’s Hotel in Maam 
Cross.		I	found	the	takeaway	travel	map	in	the	hotel	most	useful	to	help	us	find	our	way	around	the	county,	the	shortest	route	
leaving and returning to Maam Cross was 40 miles including Kylemore Abbey and the longest route was 80 miles including 
Galway. There were eight routes in total to choose from.  
	 Near	the	hotel	was	an	old	stone	cottage	and	inside	in	the	kitchen	there	was	a	scene	from	the	film	‘The	Quiet	Man’	with	life-
size wax models depicting John Wayne standing, Maureen O’Hara nearby and the father sitting at the table.
 The few days we stayed in Maam Cross had been very enjoyable and I would love to return to Connemara sometime soon.

Mary Doddy
Cork City Branch
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

Dear Editor,

“That the Executive gives consideration to the feasibility of each county/division producing a history of An Garda Siochana of 
their	own	area,	with	a	view	to	the	GSRMA	producing	an	overall	history	in	time	for	the	100th	anniversary	of	the	formation	of	
An Garda Siochana in 2022.”
 This is a motion I proposed at a GSRMA Conference a number of years ago and while well received it brought little 
response.	Now	everyone	wants	to	have	a	version	of	history	which	reflects	their	own	vested	interests.
 My intention was to ensure that members who took the decision to join in the setting up of an unarmed force against 
the wishes of a sizable number of people who were content to shoot and kill them, would have their efforts documented and 
remembered.  
 The motion, in itself, is self-explanatory asking for assistance with information which could be of use to historians when we 
have all passed away.  To give each county an opportunity to unearth the many nuggets of information scattered throughout 
the	land	regarding	what,	in	essence,	is	a	fledgling	Force	which	is	not	even	a	hundred	years	in	existence.
	 When	I	joined	in	August	1967,	we	were	told	of	the	esprit-de-corps	which	existed	within	the	membership	of	the	Force.	Are	
we	to	allow	those	who	fought	and	gave	their	lives	for	their	country	and	for	An	Garda	Síochána	to	fade	from	the	history	books?		
	 We	should	be	proud	of	every	day,	month	and	year	in	the	life	of	our	Force,	instead	of	some	outsider	being	allowed	to	write	
their version of our history.  We should grab this opportunity and give voice to the story from the inside. 
 It’s not a simple job and will require an effort from those who will take it on but we owe it to those who endured the hard 
times, in unsanitary conditions, without adequate backup and in the process got the population of this country to accept An 
Garda	Síochána	as	THEIR	police	Force.
 Throughout the country, there are people who can tell their stories of members of the force who served in their areas, 
family members of deceased colleagues and especially senior retired members who have a wealth of knowledge and history 
which needs to be captured now before that history goes with them to the grave.
 Every day more and more of our history is being lost in the minds of people who pass to their eternal reward. I have 
attended funerals of such members who took a stand for their fellow colleagues when they attended the Macushla Ballroom in 
Dublin, against the wishes of the authorities.
	 Our	younger	members	will	one	day	wish	to	read	about	the	history	of	An	Garda	Síochána	but	they	will	not	be	able	to	obtain	
it from the minds of those who have taken that information with them to the grave. 
 We should not let this opportunity pass through our hands, without making the effort. Do not live with regrets saying “I 
Should Have…”

Tony Fagan
Wexford Branch

HISTORY PROJECT TO CELEBRATE GARDA CENTENARY 

Letters to the 
                Editor
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The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and 
intermediate care provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided 
by NAS and Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by agreement with each organisation. At a local level, 
the NAS is also supported by over 275(Mar 2020) Community First Responder schemes, 
responding to particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, 
chest pain, choking and stroke) where it is essential for the patient to receive immediate life-
saving care whilst an emergency response vehicle is en route to the patient.

In recent years, the NAS has embarked on a strategic investment programme to develop 
a modern, quality service that is safe, responsive and fit for purpose. The service is 
implementing a significant reform agenda which mirrors many of the strategic changes 
underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive for high performance and 

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie

www.nationalambulanceservice.ie

THE NATIONAL 
AMBULANCE SERVICE

PARAMEDIC ADVANCED 
PARAMEDIC

INTERMEDIATE  
CARE OPERATIVE

EMERGENCY CALL 
TAKER

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
DISPATCHER

CAREERS IN THE NAS

THE NATIONAL 
AMBULANCE SERVICE

COVID-19 Response
On 4th March 2020 the NAS responded to 
the COVID 19 emergency, the NAS moved 
quickly to perform COVID19 home testing 
by redeploying front-line ambulance 
clinicians from emergency response to 
COVID19 testing, as solo responders in 
Rapid Response Vehicles (RRV). NAS 
staff were trained in nasopharyngeal/
oropharyngeal swabbing and sample 
handling, supply chains for testing kits and 
PPE were put in place, and arrangements 
made to facilitate expedited transport 
of completed tests to the National Virus 
Reference Laboratory.

NAS then introduced ‘pop-up’ testing centres to allow for testing of large groups of people in a controlled environment 
and further developed into static site testing with our colleagues in community health. 

The NAS has been maintaining normal operations during the COVID-19 pandemic, and has additional responsibility for 
COVID-specific initiatives. At a very early stage in the COVID-19 pandemic the NAS was determined to be a key provider 
of COVID-19 testing, and has carried out in excess of 308,000 tests (07:00hrs 8th Feb 2021). This includes testing in 
home, community and residential care settings. The NAS also implemented a dedicated COVID-19 command centre with 
increased clinical capacity, supported by the introduction of an identification system which allows staff on the 112/999 
call system to assess patients who may be COVID-19 positive. COVID-19 specific Pre-Hospital patient assessment and 
treatment protocols were put in place which emphasise treatment at home and ensure transport to an acute hospital is 
reserved for serious or life threatening cases. 



Sadly, the 89th member of An Garda Síochána to 
have lost their lives in the line of duty was added 

to this sombre list on 
17 June 2020 with 
the cruel murder of 
Detective Garda Colm 
Horkan in Castlerea, Co. 
Roscommon.
    Of the 15 attendees 
invited, GSRMA 
President, Matt Givens, 
Minister for Justice 
& Equality, Heather 
Humphreys, Garda 
Commissioner Drew 
Harris and Michael 
Griffin, the Garda 
Survivors’ Association 
laid wreaths in memory 
of our brave colleagues. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh na 
hanamacha dílís. 
    Prayers were recited by Garda Chaplains Fr Joe Kennedy 
and Archdeacon David Pierpoint with the Roll of Honour 
called over. The ceremony was streamed live by An Garda 

GARDA MEMORIAL DAY 2021

ANNUAL GARDA 
MEMORIAL DAY

Garda Memorial Day is a poignant annual event dedicated to the brave 89 Gardaí who 
have lost their lives on duty in the service of the Irish State. We remember the families and 
colleagues who could not attend the event again this year at Dubhlinn Gardens in Dublin 
Castle on Saturday 22 May, due to the ongoing pandemic. 

A special Garda Memorial 
Booklet was issued on the day.  
To download a copy click on 
https://garda.ie//!JTQU6R

Matt Givens, GSRMA President and Michael Griffin, Garda 
Survivors’ Association and Dublin West Branch.

Pictured at the Garda Memorial Day were (l-r): Matt Givens, GSRMA President. Minister for Justice & Equality Heather 
Humphreys TD, Garda Commissioner Drew Harris, and Michael Griffin, Garda Survivors Association. 

Síochána on their Facebook Page www.facebook.com/
angardasiochana.
    It was a pleasure for many family and GSRMA members 
to join the thousands of viewers who tuned in live from 
all over the globe to mark the supreme sacrifices made by 
those brave 89 members of An Garda Síochána. 

Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad.

Matt Givens
GSRMA President
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The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and 
intermediate care provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided 
by NAS and Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
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clinicians from emergency response to 
COVID19 testing, as solo responders in 
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handling, supply chains for testing kits and 
PPE were put in place, and arrangements 
made to facilitate expedited transport 
of completed tests to the National Virus 
Reference Laboratory.

NAS then introduced ‘pop-up’ testing centres to allow for testing of large groups of people in a controlled environment 
and further developed into static site testing with our colleagues in community health. 

The NAS has been maintaining normal operations during the COVID-19 pandemic, and has additional responsibility for 
COVID-specific initiatives. At a very early stage in the COVID-19 pandemic the NAS was determined to be a key provider 
of COVID-19 testing, and has carried out in excess of 308,000 tests (07:00hrs 8th Feb 2021). This includes testing in 
home, community and residential care settings. The NAS also implemented a dedicated COVID-19 command centre with 
increased clinical capacity, supported by the introduction of an identification system which allows staff on the 112/999 
call system to assess patients who may be COVID-19 positive. COVID-19 specific Pre-Hospital patient assessment and 
treatment protocols were put in place which emphasise treatment at home and ensure transport to an acute hospital is 
reserved for serious or life threatening cases. 



Ancestry helped me discover 
my great-grandfather Henry.

In 1904, Henry was a paperboy. 
Ten years later, he went to war, 
and was featured in the paper 

himself, commended for bravery.

I didn’t know my great-grandad 
Henry... But now I do.

Bring your backstory to life 
with a 14-day free trial.*

*One free trial per person. Must register with credit or debit card. Unless you cancel before end of free trial you will be charged for your selected membership. Membership auto renews at the end of  
each membership period, unless notified otherwise. If you do not wish to renew cancel at least 2 days before renewal by visiting My Account or calling 1-800-303-667.

Bring your

BACKSTORY TO LIFE™



A number of significant anniversary 
dates will be remembered 

around this time and I am going to 
refer to some of them in this edition 
– it is imperative that we keep their 
names and their memories alive in 
our thoughts and in our prayers
 As you will have seen from the 
Dublin North Branch News in this 
edition, Garda Dick Fallon’s 51st 
Anniversary occurred with the local 
GSRMA Branch and Richard Fallon 
(Junior) attending a socially distanced 
wreath laying ceremony on 4 April.
 Garda Michael Reynolds is also 
remembered in this edition and plans 
are afoot for a memorial ceremony 
in September. We have been 
thwarted by Covid-19 on a number 
of occasions, but we are hopeful that 
we will eventually get to remember 
Michael’s supreme sacrifice back in 
1975 on the occasion of his birthday 
on 11 September.
 Also, around this time, we 
remember three double fatal 
accidents which occurred in Mount 
Merrion, 19 years ago, Cork 20 
years ago and Finglas for the 21st 
Anniversary. Gardaí Tony Tighe and 
Michael Padden died following the 
ramming of their patrol car in the 
early hours of 14 April 2002 in South 
County Dublin. 

GARDA MEMORIALS

COMMEMORATIONS 
TO REMEMBER OUR 

COLLEAGUES
With the GSRMA’s Centenary Project gathering pace, it is 
important that we remember the 89 proud and diligent 
members of An Garda Síochána who were so cruelly 
murdered or tragically killed in the line of duty for the Irish 
State, notes Mick Lernihan, General Secretary. He outlines 
some significant anniversaries to take place over the coming 
months.

About the Author: Mick Lernihan 
hails from Mervue, Galway of proud 
Co. Clare parentage and is GSRMA 
General Secretary. His father, wife, 
uncle, cousin, father-in-law, brothers-
in-law are or were all members of An 
Garda Síochána. 
    Mick joined in July 1977 and has 
served at Dun Laoghaire, Shankill, 
Blacklion, Blackrock, Finance, 
Ennistymon, Audit, Bray, Cyprus 
and Leixlip, before he retired in 
October 2012. He is deeply involved 
in the history project currently being 
undertaken by the GSRMA and feels 
that as former members and family 
members, we must contribute to our 
rich history and leave a real legacy 
behind for those that follow on.

Detective Garda Jerry McCabe’s 
wife Ann is pictured with Jerry’s 
Garda partner Ben O’Sullivan, at the 
unveiling of a memorial in his native 
Ballylongford in Kerry in June 2016, 
to mark the 20th anniversary of his 
death.

 Gardaí Jim McIntyre and George 
Rice died on duty in Ballyvolane, Cork 
on 22 April 2001 while on patrol, 
while Gardaí Conor Griffin and Garret 
Harmon died on duty 21 years ago 
on 15 May 2000 in Finglas, Dublin.
 We must remember D/Garda Jerry 
McCabe whose 25th Anniversary of 
his death at Adare, Co. Limerick takes 
place on 7 June. It is also approaching 
the first anniversary of the senseless 
murder of D/Garda Colm Horkan 
on the streets of Castlerea, Co. 
Roscommon on 17 June 2020.

 Other significant anniversaries 
will occur in the coming months 
and years and it is important that 
we remember the 89 members of 
An Garda Síochána who have given 
their lives in the service of the State 
over the past 99 years. We must also 
remember and support the families 
of our brave deceased comrades – Ar 
eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad. 

The funeral cortege of Garda Michael 
Reynolds outside the Church of St 
Paul to Mount Argus, Harold’s Cross, 
Dublin in 1975.
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UPDATE ON 
‘CAPTURING OUR 

HISTORY’ PROJECT
Since the Spring issue of ‘Síocháin’ 26 
members have undergone training for 
one of the most important parts of the 
GSRMA’s Centenary Project, and will 
now interview our retired colleagues, 
who are willing to share with us their 
stories and recollections, reports Rita 
Delaney, Centenary Committee Chair 
and Dublin West Branch member.

The Oral History Network 
of Ireland (OHNI) 

provided the training and 
all participants agreed that 
the training was of a very 
high standard. Recording 
equipment and space in 
GSRMA House has also been 
agreed.  
 The participants were 
chosen from the Central 
Committee, Branch Members 
who made contact with us 
through the ‘Expressions 
of Interest’ phase last year 
and other GSRMA members 
who made contact with 
the General Secretary and 
through Branch Secretaries. 
We are very encouraged by the number of retired colleagues 
who are approaching us to share in this project and the 
themes they are willing to discuss. 
 Currently, the Centenary Project is in a pilot phase until 
31 May 2021. We are using this time to do trial runs, to 
‘hone’ our skills at interviewing each other. To date the 
results have been very interesting: with incidents and cases 
which had been forgotten or pushed to the back of people’s 
minds having resurfaced, this is gold mining for us. 
 Local committees and individual members have been and 
continue to be very generous in the collection of artefacts, 

About the Author: Rita Delaney is a member of 
the Dublin West Branch and represents the Dublin 
Region on the Central Committee. She is also Chair 
of the Centenary Committee implementing the 
GSRMA’s ‘Capturing our History’ Project. Rita joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1984 and served in many 
locations including Dublin City, the Garda College 
and Garda HQ.

photographs and memorabilia and please continue to do so. 
 Our Academic Advisor, Dr Thomas Leahy, is in touch with 
us on a constant basis. GSRMA member Michael Heffernan is 
working with us in a co-ordinating role while GSRMA’s office 
manager Marina Tulli has taken charge of our secretariat. 
 We have also asked each Branch Committee to select a 
‘liaison person’ for the smooth interaction of communicating 
with your Central Committee, affording us a reliable way of 
getting our messages to you in a timely fashion.
 It is most unfortunate that we’re still in lockdown and 
cannot meet our retired colleagues, face to face, for the 
interviewing process, but everyone is hopeful that this 
situation will improve later this year.
 Thank you for your continued support and at the risk of 
repeating myself, ‘this is your project and your legacy’ so 
please assist us where you can.

GSRMA CENTENARY PROJECT
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Philips Tempus Pro ALS
Rugged, lightweight advanced AED monitor

The Tempus Pro places the needs of the pre-hospital care professional at the heart 

of its design. Ground-breaking in functionality, it is light enough to carry and small 

enough to hold in one hand. Rugged, yet highly intuitive to operate, it can easily be 

deployed in a wide range of clinical scenarios, with advanced capabilities to allow 

clear, documented decision-making.

Contact Details
Email: Sales@cardiac-services.com
Phone: +353 (0)18 307499
Address: Northern Cross Business Park, Finglas,

Dublin 11.
www.cardiacservices.com



The measure, announced by the 
OPW in mid-May, is designed to 

support the domestic tourism industry 
by incentivising people in Ireland 
to discover, enjoy and cherish the 
many OPW heritage sites, parks and 
museums spread across the country as 
they plan their staycations this summer. 
     The elimination of entry fees for 
the remainder of the year is expected 
to benefit local businesses across the 
country and there is something for 
everyone to discover and enjoy. 
     The list of sites includes Neolithic 
tombs older than the pyramids at 
Newgrange, Knowth, Dowth and 
Loughcrew; stone forts like Dún 
Aonghasa; medieval castles in Trim 

and Cahir, historic battle 
fields like the Battle of 
the Boyne in Oldbridge; 
magical islands like 
Garinish Island in West 
Cork; stately homes 
sitting in beautifully 
landscaped parks such 
as Castletown House 
in Celbridge, Doneraile 
Court in Co. Cork, and 
Emo Court in Co. Laois; 
the ancestral home of 
Daniel O’Connell, Derrynane House, 
and Patrick Pearse’s summer cottage in 
Ros Muc, to name just a few.
     The full list is enticing, and visitors 
are encouraged to make use of the 

map on www.heritageireland.ie to 
plan outings, mini breaks or holidays 
in order to see which sites are nearby 
and their opening and booking 
arrangements.

OFFICE OF PUBLIC WORKS

FREE ADMISSION TO OPW 
VISITOR SITES

Admission charges to all fee-paying open OPW heritage sites are being waived until 
the end of the year, following the recent announcement by Minister of State Patrick 
O’Donovan, in support of the Government’s recovery and reopening plan.

John F. Kennedy Arboretum in New Ross, 
Co. Wexford.

Hundreds of Places, Spaces  
and Faces to be seen and  
experienced – free!
Ballroom, Rathfarnham Castle, Dublin

FREE
ADMISSION 

2021
FOR

TO ALL
OPW  
sites

heritageireland.ie

#VisitForFree  #opwIreland  #HeritageIreland



As previously reported, as part of ‘ad-hoc’ Labour Court 
finding in 2017, our serving colleagues were awarded a 

€500 increase in rent allowance, which was integrated into 
their basic pay resulting in increases in the hourly rate of pay 
and in the payment for social hours and other pensionable 
allowances, writes Joe Dirwan, Central Committee & 
Monaghan Branch.
     Since that decision a campaign was initiated by the 
Central Committee to ensure that half of this increase (i.e., 
€250) should also be paid to retired members and widows.  
Despite protracted correspondence and raising the matter 
with officials via the Alliance of Retired Public Servants and 
others, our efforts were rebuffed.   
     The Central Committee engaged senior counsel who 
advised that GSRMA Members had a stateable case. A 
Plenary Summons was lodged in the High Court in the name 
of five plaintiffs – President Matt Givens, General Secretary 
Mick Lernihan, Tom Millar, Marie Roche and myself.  
     On 10 March 2021, the Department of Public Expenditure 
through correspondence with our legal advisers conceded 

GSRMA FINANCIAL REPORT

GSRMA CALLS FOR RENT 
ALLOWANCE INCREASE

Joe Dirwan, Central Committee 
& Monaghan Branch, reports on 
ongoing efforts by the Alliance of 
Retired Public Servants to ensure 
retired members and widows will 
receive a rent allowance increase. He 
also says there is a battle ahead to 
maintain pay and parity, in light of 
the Actuarial Review of Public Service 
Pensions (2015-2018).

the claim. It is acknowledged that there are complications in 
working out the computations on the arrears and this will 
take time.  

     This is understandable as the increases apply to retired 
members, widows and qualifying dependants as well as 
recently deceased members. We are not aware of the 
approach to be taken but the likelihood is that the same 
mechanism will be used as that which applied with our 
serving colleagues- integrate rent allowance into basic 
pension. Arrears have worked out for over three to four 
years. 
     My thanks to colleagues on the Central Committee and 
ADM delegates for their solidarity and support for the five 
plaintiffs – a good outcome against the odds.  This keeps 
parity alive and kicking and shows the strength of having 
a strong and vibrant organisation prepared to put ‘ their 
money where their mouth is’.

ACTUARIAL PENSION REVIEW
An actuarial review of the Accrued Debt Liability (ADL) of 
the Public Service Pension from 2015-2018 was recently 
published by the Department of Public Expenditure in 
compliance with European Union Regulations. 
     The review covers all public sector workers including the 
Garda Síochána. It is part of Ireland’s obligations following 
the bail out. Unlike the private sector, where there is a 
dedicated fund, public sector pensions are paid out of 
current day-to-day expenditure. 
     The ADL for all retirements in respect of current and 
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About the Author: Joe Dirwan is a member of the 
GSRMA Central Committee and represents the 
Monaghan Branch. A native of Co. Galway, he joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1972, and spent most of his 
service in Co. Monaghan before he retired in 2012. 
Joe was General Secretary of AGSI and sat on their 
Executive for a number of years, and is also the GSRMA 
Representative on the Alliance of Retired Public Servants.

GSRMA FINANCIAL REPORT

former employees is estimated at €149.6 billion or 46.2% 
of GDP. The previous 2015 review estimated this liability at 
€114.5 billion. This is an increase of €24.7 billion over three 
years. The pension liability is based on the retention of pay/ 
parity. 
     The report emphasises that post retirement increases 
are at the discretion of the Minister for Finance under the 
Pay & Pension Act of 1964. Pension Parity has been in place 
since 1986. The report also road-tested the liability using the 
mechanism provided under the Single Public Service Pension 
Scheme, 2013. 
     This is linking future increases to Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) at €126.6 billion. By adopting this model there is an 
accrued saving of €26 billion or 15%. The calculations were 
carried out where there was little or no increase in pensions. 
The number of public service employees increased by 32,000 
with 174,000 in receipt of pensions. The annual costs of 
pensions are €3.6 billion with contributions amounting to 
€1.4 billion. 

MAINTAINING PAY/PARITY
While the Review’s remit did include the sustainability of 
Public Service Pensions, one can see from these figures the 
battle that lies ahead for us to maintain pay/parity.  The 

report is already three years behind and was carried out 
before the global pandemic struck.
     A similar review was undertaken in respect of contributory 
State Pension over same period. The accrued liability in this 
category is estimated at €359.2 billion over 80 years. This 
compares to €231 billion in 2015 an increase of €128 billion 
or 55%. 
     Total expenditure on contributory and means-tested 
state pensions in 2018 was €7.4 billion. All of this data will 
be subject to further analysis by the Pension Commission 
coupled with changes in the population age profile. Watch 
this space…
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Distressed tenant farmers clashed with a combined 
military and police force in what became known as 

The Bodyke Evictions. In addition to losing their homes 
and livelihood, 26 people (all but four of them female) 
were arrested and charged with obstructing the law, 
including a 14-year-old girl named Bridget McNamara. 
 Although she would never wear a crown or dawdle 
inside an opulent castle, her noble display of courage and 
fighting spirit served as a harbinger of things to come in 
Ireland’s struggle for political freedom. Furthermore, her 

family’s bloodlines can be traced to the formation of An 
Garda Síochána. 
 During the second half of the 19th century, a series of 
agrarian protests erupted between impoverished farmers 
in rural communities and wealthy landlords. In response, 
the Land League was formed in 1879, adopting the 
slogan ‘The Land for the People’. 
 The organisation, co-founded by Michael Davitt and 
Charles Stewart Parnell, sought to establish fair rent, free 
sale and fixity of tenure for tenant farmers – as well as the 

THE BODYKE EVICTIONS (1887)

BODYKE EVICTIONS AND 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA’S 

MCNAMARA’S

On 20 June 1887, Queen Victoria, then Britain’s longest-reigning monarch, 
celebrated her Golden Jubilee at Buckingham Palace. The lavish affair featured 
a royal banquet attended by 50 foreign kings and princes and the governing 
heads of British overseas colonies and dominions. However, two weeks earlier, 
a much different event took place across the Irish Sea in East Co. Clare, writes 
Christopher Warner.

Eviction at Moyasta a village between the towns of Kilkee and Kilrush in Co. Clare.’
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THE BODYKE EVICTIONS (1887)

opportunity to secure ownership of the soil they worked. 
Many historians consider the movement as part of the 
progressive rise of Fenianism. 

LOCALS RETALIATE USING ‘BOYCOTT’
The Land League initially achieved some of its aims 
through the widespread use of civil disobedience. 
Irish farmers also introduced a new word into the 
English language: ‘boycott’. In 1880, Captain Charles 
Cunningham Boycott, a landlord’s agent in Co. Mayo, 
demanded excessive rack rents following an abysmal 
harvest season. 
 Locals retaliated by withdrawing labour on any lands 
under Boycott’s purview and refused to serve him at 
nearby shops. The practice soon became a powerful 
weapon to combat the British landlord system and later 
conveyed a broader definition: shunning those in violation 
of human rights. 
 Irish politicians also turned to ‘obstructionism’ (aka 
filibustering) in the House of Commons at Westminster. 
Additionally, parliamentary actions resulted in the 
formation of the Irish Land Commission in 1881. Though 
some demands were granted in subsequent Land Acts, 
several leaders protested, asserting the law didn’t provide 
nearly enough. 
 Consequently, both Davitt and Parnell were arrested 
and jailed on charges of sedition, thus empowering 
landlords while also setting the stage for a dramatic 
showdown in the foothills of the Sliabh Aughty 
Mountains. 
 The parish of Bodyke had been founded in the early 
18th century as an amalgamation of the southern section 
from Tuamgraney parish and the medieval parish of 
Kilnoe. Historically, prominent landowners in the area 
included the McNamara family (records show that a 
‘Daniel McNamara’ owned nearly 2,000 acres in 1641), 
but many holdings would be lost during the Cromwellian 
era, taken over by newly-arrived Anglo-Irish owners such 
as the O’Callaghan-Westropp clan.

ONLY MEANS OF ESCAPE
By late spring 1887, the combination of declining 
agricultural prices, bad weather and crop failures created 
severe distress for the poor throughout the country. 
 Although not as deadly as the Great Famine four 
decades earlier, the situation had become increasingly dire 
for many families, a nightmare in which emigration or 
death provided the only means of escape. 
 Ironically, people in search of a better life in America 
often found themselves worse off than before – or never 
even made it ashore. Passengers crossing the Atlantic 
in so-called “coffin ships” faced appalling conditions, 

forced to endure cramped, disease-infested boats without 
sufficient food or water to survive the journey. Mortality 
rates as high as 30% were common – an alarming statistic 
and considerably higher than slave ships making longer 
voyages. 
 Meanwhile, the well-heeled gentry on the Emerald 
Isle continued to thrive. As one of the more powerful 
figures in Co. Clare, Colonel John O’Callaghan served as 
commander of the Clare Militia, headquartered in Ennis. 
 The British Army regiment had initially formed as 
an infantry unit (Clare Militia Regiment of Foot) before 
converting to artillery in 1882, making it the last artillery 
militia ever raised by British Home forces. Known locally 
as “Colonel Jack”, O’Callaghan matched his high-ranking 
stature with an equally imposing personal fortune. His 
fiefdom included Mary Fort House, an ornate three story 
manor in Tulla, overlooking his family’s sprawling estate 
comprised of 4,842 acres. 

WIDESPREAD EVICTIONS 
The beleaguered tenantry in Bodyke pinned their 
hopes on a new political strategy hailed as the Plan of 
Campaign. The measure called for withholding all rent 
payments from landlords who refused to lower their rents. 
 A collective fund was created from which evicted 
tenants could draw. While some landowners agreed to 
negotiate in the wake of recent calamities, O’Callaghan 
refused, claiming any further abatements of rent would 
result in financial ruin. He then chose to flex some muscle 
and wreak havoc over a fortnight of abject cruelty. 
 Evictions commenced on 2 June 1887, carried out 
by members of the RIC, the 2nd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 
bailiffs, and 14 emergency men. O’Callaghan selected the 
date, knowing that most of the town’s residents would be 
away at the fair in Scariff, leaving the defence mostly in 
the hands of the elderly and womenfolk. 
 One of the first victims to be removed was Margaret 
McNamara, an 80-year-old widow. The local parish 
priest, Fr. Murphy, and his curate Fr. Hannon, attempted 
to intervene, as did Michael Davitt, who held nightly 
meetings to rally support for those targeted. 
 Several of the tenants barricaded their houses with 
available materials such as furniture and tree trunks, but 
ultimately were no match against a force armed with 
rifles, bayonets, picks, axes and huge iron crowbars. After 
the men ransacked the homes, they rounded up and 
confiscated the livestock. Eventually, church bells rang and 
horns blared attracting large crowds from the surrounding 
areas to harass and delay the ‘crowbar brigade.’ 
 The London-based ‘Pall Mall Gazette’ dispatched 
journalist Henry Norman to cover the events unfolding in 
Ireland. Norman, who later became famous for exposing 
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the truth behind the Dreyfuss Affair, telegraphed daily 
reports back to England…
 “Each night as we drove back these families were 
in the ditch or the road, their cottages ruined by the 
crowbar, their furniture smashed to bits by the sledge-
hammer, their goats and chickens and pigs driven off the 
land, the mothers and daughters and sisters noted down 
in a constable’s book for summons and the fathers and 
brothers in handcuffs on their way to prison — and all for 
what? 
 “Simply from inability to perform the miracle of 
squeezing from the land a yearly sum of money which 
is admittedly in the majority of cases beyond its physical 
power to produce. That is, in other words, the tenants 
are evicted, robbed, maltreated, and imprisoned, that 
the landlords may be protected from losses due to the 
irresistible operation of natural laws.”

RESISTANCE FROM UNLIKELY SOURCE
On the morning of 7 June, the troops arrived at the farm 
of Francis McNamara. The young farmer had recently 
become head of the household following his father’s 
passing and shouldered the responsibility of raising five 
younger siblings. 
 As expected, the men began attacking the walls – but 
they soon encountered resistance from an unlikely source: 
Bridget and Anne McNamara. The two sisters (aged 14 
and 16 respectively), launched a surprise counter-attack 
from the rafters above, scalding the invaders with kettles 
of boiling water, oil, and porridge. 
 Similar tactics were employed by other families facing 
eviction, making life miserable – if only temporarily – for 
O’Callaghan’s henchmen. The McNamara girls were tried 
in Ennis Court for their actions and each punished with 
one-month of hard labour. Francis, who was severely 
beaten during the ordeal, received a three-month 
sentence.

Court Record for Anne and Bridget McNamara.

Court Record for Francis McNamara.

 In the end, 28 tenants out of 57 in the Plan of 
Campaign’s combination had been displaced during 
the brutal – albeit legal – exercise. The widespread 
international press coverage also drew harsh criticism of 
the Tory Government and ‘Queen Evictoria’. Moreover, 
landlordism had further exacerbated feelings of mistrust 
and resentment towards the English – friction that would 
only grow in the years to come. 
 Davitt later returned to Bodyke for a tribute 
commending select members of the community: “I 
sincerely hope that every woman in Ireland who may 
have to undergo the trial, the injustice and the suffering 
of eviction will emulate the brave example of the girls in 
Bodyke to whom I now have the honour of presenting 
these medals and money in commemoration of their 
pluck and patriotism.” 

The inscription reads Francis McNamara – ‘For Defending 
the Homesteads of Bodyke 1887’.

THE BODYKE EVICTIONS (1887)
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 In 1909, the Land Commission acquired sections 
of the O’Callaghan estate, and tenants were finally 
allowed to purchase their farms. In his book ‘The Bodyke 
Convictions’, historian John S. Kelly wrote: “Back in 
Bodyke, the church bells were now silent and the clatter 
of military boots on its streets was quickly becoming an 
echo of the past. The newspaper reporters and politicians 
were gone and so too were the throngs of people who 
had been such a feature of those eventful days of 1887.” 

BODYKE FAMILY TREE 
Shortly after the formation of An Garda Síochána in 
1922, a familiar surname kept appearing on its Register, 
courtesy of one family from Bodyke. Five sons of Francis 
McNamara and his wife Johanna (née Conlan) eventually 
joined the Force, starting with Frank McNamara (Reg. No. 

Garda service records for the five McNamara brothers.

208).   Subsequently, his brothers Michael (Reg. 
No. 748), Joseph (Reg. No. 824), John (Reg. No. 2399), 
and Thomas (Reg. No. 6547) all followed suit, combining 
more than 193 years of service in An Garda Síochána.

 The McNamara family 
tree would also produce 
other Garda members — a 
tradition kept alive today 
by Sergeant Brendan Duffy 
[24621B] of the Garda 
Mounted Unit. As for that 
young female warrior from 
County Clare, Bridget 
McNamara later married a 
man named James Driscoll 
and raised a family of eight 
children. 
 Her grandson, Jim 
Driscoll, recently spoke 
with ‘Síocháin’ about the 
enduring legacy of his 
remarkable ancestors. “My 
own grandmother, at 14, 
went through all that in 
Bodyke … I’m just so proud 
of her.” So are we, Jim. So 
are we. 

Frank McNamara in 1922 and at Rathangan Garda Station in the 
1960s.

John McNamara’s Garda Belt.

About the Author: American actor and 
freelance writer Christopher Warner 
has written a number of articles for 
Síocháin in 2020, while his other articles 
have appeared in several magazines 
and websites across multiple genres, 
including Military History Matters, 
Portland Monthly, Fly Past, WWII 
Quarterly, Aviation History, and Irish 
America. He currently resides in Co. 
Kerry with his wife, Maureen, and their 
brood of cats.

Sergeant Brendan Duffy is a 
member of the Garda Mounted 
Unit.

THE BODYKE EVICTIONS (1887)
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The date was 13 June 1964. Sergeant Michael Lee 
[11097C] was on duty in the Garda Station in Clonmany, 

Co. Donegal when he got a call that a mother and daughter 
had fallen down a cliff near Leenan Fort. He drove to the 
parking area and walked the rest of the way to the cliff top. 
 When he got there, there were several men at the top 
of the 250-300ft cliffs. When he looked down, he could see 
the mother and her young daughter at the bottom of the 
cliff. The mother, who was later identified at Mary Doherty 
of Leenan, had slipped and taken her daughter, Grace with 
her. 
 Both fell and rolled towards the sea. An outcrop of rock 
had saved them from going out into the sea. The men, who 
had gathered at the top of the cliff above the pair of stricken 
casualties, located a rope and tied it around Sgt Lee’s waist 
and were going to lower him down when they noticed that 
rocks would fall if they chose the route directly over the two 
casualties.

DRAMATIC DAY IN 
CLONMANY IN 1964

The heroic cliff rescue of a mother and 
her young daughter near Leenan Fort, 
Clonmany, Co. Donegal over 50 years ago 
by Sgt Michael J. Lee, who was presented 
with a ‘Commendation Award with 
Distinction for Excellent Police Work’ in 
2020, is outlined here in detail by his son 
John Lee.

Cliffs at Leenan Fort – the scene of heroic 
rescue by Sgt Michael Lee in 1964.

FIRST AID AND RESCUE
They all then decided to lower the willing brave Garda down 
at a point away from the mother and daughter and then he 
would make his way over to them. They began to lower him 
down. Going over the edge was the hardest part, Sgt Lee 
later recalled. 
 He tried not to look down and concentrated instead on 
using his legs and arms to make his way down. Michael Lee 
was in uniform and was wearing his black leather shoes, 
which slipped on the rocks frequently. When he reached 
the bottom, he made his way over to Grace and her mother 
Mary to render first aid and to begin the rescue operation.
 At this stage, a boat had just arrived from Leenan Quay. 
There were three or four men on the boat, including the 
local doctor. They had brought a door from a shed as a 
makeshift stretcher. The men on the boat waded/swam 
ashore with the door as the boat could not get close enough 
to the pair. 
 The doctor went with them and, with Michael Lee, they 
managed to move Mary onto the door. They tied her to the 
door and brought her back to the boat. 

SAVING GRACE
However, Grace was hysterical and refused to go to the boat. 
She was in a very distressed state. Sgt Lee then shouted to 
the men above that he would bring her up the cliff with him.
 He asked Grace to trust him and she put one arm around 
his neck – it later transpired that her other arm was broken 
in three places. The men at the top started pulling the two of 
them up the cliff face. Michael could only use his two legs to 
keep the two of them from scraping against the cliff face. It 
was really hard to keep the rope from turning and twisting. 
 He was afraid that Grace would be caught between 
himself and the rocks, many of which were very sharp. He 
held onto Grace as tightly as he could. They were being 
pulled up slowly and it took all of his strength to hang onto 
the rope with one hand, and keep his legs braced against 
the cliff to keep as much distance between them and the 
rocks.
 Michael was around 13.5 stone at the time and she 
would have been around four stone so the weight on the 
rope was quite heavy. The rope was burning his hand and 
the pain under his shoulders and around his waist was 
severe. 
 Some rocks fell away as he was going up the cliff but 
luckily none fell from the top. Grace was very calm and 
trusted him. Michael kept talking to her and reassuring her 
that all would be okay.
 The cliff face near the top was the worst part of the 
ascent. The cliff face was sheer and the two of them were 
often dangling in midair. The Sergeant kept talking to Grace 
and reassured her all the time. When they were eventually 
pulled over the top, Michael Lee let Grace down and her 
father and brother brought her away with them.

HEROIC GARDA RESCUE
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COMMENDATION WITH DISTINCTION
When the rope was untied from him the pain set in. The 
drive back to the station/home was horrendous. He could 
hardly lift his arm above waist height. The pain in his two 
legs was almost unbearable. When he got home, he took off 
his tunic.  His skin was red from the rope. It had cut into his 
skin through the thick uniform jacket. His legs were also red 
and cut from the rocks.
 The palm of his 
hand was almost raw 
from holding onto 
the rope. He said that 
it took weeks for the 
pain and bruising 
to subside. He was 
black and blue from 
his injuries. His wife 
of eight years, Rose 
(née Patton from 
Ramelton) had been 
very worried because 
she knew the reason 
that he had left the 
station, and remained 
very apprehensive 
until he returned.
 The authorities at 
the time in Buncrana 
were requested to commend Michael Lee for his actions on 
that dramatic day, but there was no record of it in the Garda 
reports from that time. 
 However, in December 2020, Chief Supt Terry McGinn 
of the Donegal Division presented a Commendation Award 
with Distinction to Sgt Michael Lee of Clonmany Station for 
‘Excellent Police Work’ displayed on 13 June in 1964. Well 
done!

HOPES FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY
Michael Joseph Lee was in conversation with his son John 
surrounding events during his service, and his memory of 
this particular event remains very clear, as it had a profound 
effect on him. 
 Michael Lee is very grateful that he finally found out 
about Grace, and he has spoken with her over the phone 
recently. He is currently in recovery following surgery and 
hopes to visit her in Donegal in the coming months, when he 
is fully recuperated.  The GSRMA sends him our best wishes 
for a speedy recovery.

Michael Lee never did find out who Grace was until this 
article in the ‘Inishowen Independent’ (dated 10 November 
2020) featured an interview with her about that day.

Garda Supt Michael Lee pictured 
with his wife Rose and daughter 
Deirdre in 1992.

About Michael J. Lee: Michael (also known as Mick, 
and indeed Joe to others) is a member of the Cavan 
Branch and hails from Co. Leitrim. He joined An 
Garda Síochána in November 1954 and served in 
Midleton, Falcarragh, Clonmany, Cavan, Bridewell 
(DMA), Monaghan and Carrickmacross. He retired as 
Superintendent in Cavan in 1992 following 38 years of 
service. He married Rose Patton from Ramelton in 1956 
and they are the parents of six children, one of whom 
followed his father into An Garda Síochána – Noel Lee 
is stationed in Sligo. Rose passed away in 2014 (RIP).

Síocháin   49



LOOK BACK

ARRIVAL OF THE 
AUXILIARIES IN 1920

Despite the fact that 3,000 Black & Tans had arrived in Ireland to assist the 
Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) in March/April 1920, the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) seemed to be getting the upper-hand and were now better organised into 
Brigades, Battalions and Flying Columns in many parts of the country, writes 
Donal J. O’Sullivan, Kerry Branch.

Big numbers of the RIC were retiring throughout 1920 
as their lives were increasingly endangered by the 

attacks from the IRA. A decision was taken by the British 
Government on the proposition of Winston Churchill, 
Secretary of State for War, to further augment the strength 
of the RIC.  
     A further group of men were recruited in the UK and they 
arrived in Ireland in late July 1920. Their official designation 
was the Auxiliary Division of the RIC or ADRIC but they 
became known as the ‘’Auxiliaries’’ or the ‘’Auxies’’ for a 
shorter title and like the ‘Black & Tans’ they were destined to 
be remembered for evermore in the folklore and history of 
Ireland. They were all aged about 30 years. 
     They were all ex-Army officers who had fought in the 
1914–1918 War. They were older on average than the 
Black and Tans, highly intelligent and all had served as army 
officers with the British Regiments abroad. They were paid 
seven pounds per week for their service in Ireland as well as 
cost-of-living expenses. 
     They were under the overall command of General Crozier 
and they were tough fearless men and more professional 
than the Black & Tans. They wore their own distinctive dark 
blue uniforms and ‘Glengarry’ or ’tam-o-shanter’ style caps. 
     A familiar feature of their dress in uniform was that each 
wore an ammunition bandolier across his chest and had a 
revolver strapped in a holster midway between the knee and 
the hip on each leg. They carried a grenade or two attached 
to their belt. 
     Many of them had been decorated for gallantry during 
their war service. Their rank title while in Ireland was ‘Cadet’ 
and they maintained their own separate identity and they did 
not live in or work from the RIC barracks. 

STRIKING AGAINST THE IRA
In all, they numbered about 2,200 and were allocated to 
the most disturbed areas of the country more particularly 
in the larger towns. Each unit had 100 men and they 
commandeered hotels, large houses and schools for their 
operations. Their brief was to act as a strike force against the 
IRA units and flying columns.
     They had five bases in Dublin, and one unit each at 

Cork City; Boyle; Trim; Castleblayney; Galway; Macroom; 
Corofin; Dunmanway; Tralee; Waterford City; Inistiogue 
and Glengariff. A few changed locations as time went on 
depending on the most active areas of the IRA. Each unit was 
equipped with Leyland lorries, Crossley tenders; Lancia cars 
and motorcycles. They patrolled daily in these vehicles and on 
occasions as many as four or five of their vehicles travelled in 
convoy.  Each unit was well armed with machine guns, rifles, 
revolvers and grenades.
     To validate their ‘duties in aid of the civil power’ the 
patrols were accompanied by either a Head Constable or 
Sergeant of the RIC. This assistance provided local knowledge 
relating to areas and suspects. They had a Commander 

Winston Churchill
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in charge at each location and he liaised with the County 
Inspector of the RIC for the area. An RIC Constable was 
allocated to each unit for clerical work. Otherwise, there was 
little contact between the Auxiliaries and the RIC on a daily 
basis.  The former considered themselves as being superior 
type of individuals to the RIC officers or men. 
     By the time the Auxiliaries had arrived in Ireland, the Black 
& Tans had settled in with the RIC and wore the full RIC 
uniform and were difficult to identify from the old RIC.  
     They did, of course, have English accents and many of 
them had squashed their uniform caps by removing the 
wire from the upper part of the cap.  The first Black & Tan, 
Constable Alexander Wills was killed in Ireland when the IRA 
carried out an attack on Rathmore RIC barracks in Co. Kerry 
on 11 July 1920.

‘IN AID OF THE CIVIL POWER’
The fact that the role of the Auxiliaries in Ireland was ‘in 
aid of the civil power’ and not the British Army was a well 
thought out British strategy. In following this line, the British 
Government was refusing to concede that there was actually 
a war taking place in Ireland as claimed by the IRA, and 
was merely a state of disorder calling for stronger police 
measures.  The substantial British military forces in Ireland 
were not dragged into the centre of the events of 1919 - 
1922 except on very rare occasions in aid of the civil power. 
     The Auxiliaries performed their duties mostly by way of 
mobile patrols in their vehicles. They searched dwelling-
houses, shops, stores, creameries and any other type of 
building, and set up road-blocks on a daily basis and checked 
the identities of persons passing through. 
     When they found trenches cut across roads to prevent 
their passage, they rounded up local men and got them to fill 
in the trenches. This prevented the IRA from placing booby 
traps in the damaged trenches. They frequently picked up 
one or two local civilians when leaving their bases in the 

morning and took them on their lorries. This discouraged the 
IRA from attacking the vehicles.
     The IRA stepped up their activity during the second half of 
1920 by way of attacks on RIC barracks and the ambushing 
and shooting of RIC members. On July 13th Constables 
Michael Lenihan and George Roche were killed at the Connor 
Pass in Co. Kerry and District Inspector Fallon and the driver 
of the car in which they were travelling 
were seriously injured. 
     On 17 July Divisional Commissioner 
Colonel Gerald Smyth was 
shot dead by the IRA in the 
County Club in Cork – 
as a response to his 
statements during the 
Listowel Mutiny. His 
death resulted in 
riots and disorder 
in Belfast, which 
included 20 deaths 
and the expulsion 
of thousands of 
Catholic workers 
from the Belfast 
shipyards.  

EXTENDING BRITISH 
FORCES’ POWER
On 27 July 
Sgt William Mulherin 
was shot dead while 
attending Mass in the RC 
Church in Bandon, Co Cork. This 
was a ‘new low’ for the IRA and Dr Coholan, Bishop of Cork 
excommunicated those responsible and the Church had to 
be re-consecrated. The shooting caused revulsion in the local 
community. On 9 August ‘The Restoration of Order in Ireland 
Act’ came into force, which extended the powers of the 
British forces.
     On 27 August, Detective Inspector Swanzy [suspected for 
the murder of Tomas MacCurtain, Lord Mayor of Cork on 20 
March] was shot dead in Lisburn while leaving his Church. 
His death caused big reprisals in the Catholic areas of Lisburn 
and spread to Belfast. 
     On 25 October Terence McSwiney, the Lord Mayor of 
Cork, died in prison after 74 days on hunger strike. The
hunger strike and funeral proved to be a powerful 
propaganda weapon for the IRA and Sinn Fein.  
     On 28 November General Tom Barry and his West Cork 
Brigade ambushed two Crossley Tenders conveying 17 
Auxiliaries from Macroom to Dunmanway at Kilmichael and 
killed 15 of the Auxiliaries in a gun battle. 

RETRIBUTION BY THE AUXILIARIES
Following the arrival of the Auxiliaries in July 1920, reprisals 
for actions taken against them or the RIC appeared to be very 

District Inspector Swanzy.
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much their policy. Throughout the country, they destroyed 
a total of 42 creameries complete with their stocks of 
groceries, butter, cheese and cattle feed.
     In some cases, they looted the butter and cheese stocks 
before setting fire to the creamery. In most cases the 
creameries were central co-operatives and this had serious 
consequences for farmers and residents in the area. Damage 
caused amounted to millions of pounds
     On 16 August 1920 District Inspector William Wilson was 
shot dead in Templemore, Co. Tipperary. His death resulted 
in reprisals when the Town Hall, Council offices and Market 
House were all burned down. The District Inspector was shot 
by Jim Stapleton of the local IRA unit who had some months 
prior to this shot District Inspector Michael Hunt dead in 
Thurles. 
     On 20 September, Head Constable Peter Burke was 
shot dead at Balbriggan, Co Dublin and his brother who 
accompanied him was seriously injured. The dead Head 
Constable had been an Instructor at Gormanstown Camp.  
On hearing of the occurrence, the Auxiliaries based at the 
camp left in lorries and drove to Balbriggan. 
     They left a trail of destruction in that town. They shot 
two men whom they suspected were members of the IRA; 
they burned down a stocking factory which gave big local 
employment; they destroyed a number of shops after looting 
drink from them; they burned down nineteen dwelling-
houses and damaged a number of others. People left their 
homes in terror and fled to the fields for their own safety. 
The outrage committed by the Auxiliaries became known as 
The Sacking of Balbriggan. 

IRA AMBUSH IN CLARE
On 22 September 1920 a Tender conveying members of 
the RIC and Black & Tans was ambushed by the IRA as it 

travelled slowly up a hill at Rineen, Co. Clare. 
Sgt Michael Hynes and five constables were 
killed. They had been shot with rifles and 
shotguns and ‘dum-dum’ bullets were used 
by the IRA. 
The party of RIC and Black & Tans who came 
on the scene were horrified by the terrible 
injuries inflicted on their colleagues and they 
drove to Milltown Malbay where they shot 
an old man driving a cart through the town 
and they burned down eight houses. 
     They then went to Ennistymon where 
they shot a man suspected of being in the 
ambush. They burned down a drapery shop 
and four houses in the same town.  A boy 
trying to extinguish one of the fires was shot 
dead. In the early hours of the following 
morning the RIC and Black & Tans went to 
Lahinch and set fire to the Town Hall and six 
houses.
     A few days after the Kilmichael Ambush, 
the Auxiliaries fatally shot Canon Magner. 

PP and a young boy named Crowley near Dunmanway, Co 
Cork. On 21 November 1920, 14 men, staying in boarding 
houses in Dublin who were believed to be British Intelligence 
officers, were shot dead by Michael Collins’ squad. 

THE CROKE PARK SHOOTINGS
On that afternoon, the Auxiliaries, RIC members and Black 
& Tans went to Croke Park in armoured vehicles where 
a football match was in progress between Tipperary and 
Dublin. 
     Shots were fired into the crowd and 14 people were 
killed while a further 60 were injured. Later that night two 
prominent IRA officers – Peader Clancy and Dick McKee – 
and an innocent civilian named Conor Clune were tortured 
and killed in Dublin Castle, allegedly shot while trying to 
escape.
     One of the biggest reprisals of all by the Auxiliaries took 
place on 11 December 1920, following an ambush on a 
tender conveying a number of its members at Dillon’s Cross 
near Cork City and where one of their members was killed. 
On the following night they went in to the centre of Cork 
City and burned down the most important stores along 
Patrick Street after looting any valuables from them. They 
then burned down the Carnegie Hall and the City Hall at the 
other side of the River Lee. The buildings were left in ruins 
and the cost of the damage amounted to millions of pounds.

TRALEE IN COMPLETE LOCKDOWN
In Tralee, Co Kerry on 31 October 1920, an RIC man Patrick 
Waters from Spiddal, Co. Galway and a Black & Tan (Ernest 
Bright, a native of London) were kidnapped by the IRA and 
had not returned to their barracks. Their colleagues and the 
Auxiliaries created a reign of terror in the town with the hope 
of the men being returned and they effectively ‘locked down’ 

The Auxiliaries left a trail of destruction in Balbriggan, Co. Dublin.
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the town over the following ten days. 
     They forced all businesses to close and cut off gas 
supplies and prevented bakeries from opening. They burned 
down the County Council Offices, theatre and a shop and 
succeeded in creating a reign of terror. Two local men were 
shot and people leaving Mass at St John’s Church were fired 
on. 
     The entire affair got much publicity in the USA, Canada. 
Australia etc… as foreign journalists who had attended 
Terence McSwiney’s funeral went from Cork to Tralee when 
the funeral was over and reported back to their country 
newspapers on what was taking place. The bodies of the two 
were never recovered.
     The UK authorities in general regarded the reprisals as 
being ‘lawful’ once martial law was in force. There is no 
doubt but that the British Cabinet were divided over the 
issue. All the major reprisals were discussed in the House of 
Commons with the subject being raised there either by the 

LOOK BACK

Divisional Commissioner Colonel Gerald Smyth was 
shot dead by the IRA in the County Club in Cork in July 
1920.

Irish representatives or members of the British Labour Party.

BRITAIN INVESTIGATES 
Whenever the issue arose, the Prime Minister Mr Asquith 
always had some reply denying the facts alleged and always 
through untruths, covered up for the actions of the forces in 
Ireland. A classic example was his claim that it was the IRA 
who had caused the fires in the centre of Cork City and that 
the fire spread to the City Hall – not realising that there was 
a river in between!
     At the end of 1920 the British Labour Party, who was fed 
up with excuses given by the Prime Minister, sent a very high-
powered delegation to Ireland to investigate the situation. 
They carried out a thorough investigation by examining 
witnesses and visiting Cork City, Balbriggan and other 
locations. 
     They confirmed that all the facts alleged and raised by 
them in Parliament were true. They published the ‘Report 
– The Labour Commission in Ireland’ – a comprehensive 119-
page report on their findings, in which they laid out all the 
facts relating to reprisals in Ireland.

About the Author: Donal J, O’Sullivan, who retired as 
Chief Superintendent of the Kerry Division in 1996, 
hails from Caheragh in West Cork. He joined An Garda 
Síochána in April 1957, and served at Counties Kildare, 
Wicklow, Carlow, Tipperary, Mayo, the Garda College 
and Kerry. 
    Donal has written extensively on this topic in many 
past editions of ‘Síocháin’ and also is the author of a 
number of books including ‘The Irish Constabularies 
1822-1922’, ‘The Depot’, ‘District Inspector John A. 
Kearney’ to name but a few. He now resides in Tralee, 
Co. Kerry with his wife Olive and also enjoys travelling, 
gardening and historical research. 

Lord Mayor of Cork, who died in prison on 25 October after 74 days on hunger strike.
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Thursday 21 September 1972, a lovely autumnal day. I was 
attached to Unit C at Dundalk Garda Station. We were 

working the 2pm-10pm shift.  
     My wife Margaret and I were expecting our third child 
to be born on that date. I had made arrangements with Sgt 
Hugh Sreenan (Sergeant i/c of Dundalk Station) that I would 
take annual leave when Margaret went into hospital, so that 
I could take care of our two young sons.  
     Sgt Sreenan had dispatched me as ‘Observer’ in the 
patrol car. The driver was Garda John Harney. Garda Paddy 
O’Connor was the SO (Station Orderly) and Garda Jim Boyle 
was detailed for duty on Beats 1 and 2.  
     Margaret and I had planned that if anything happened 
during the tour of duty, she would contact one of our Garda 
neighbours, who could then contact me. I did not have a car 
at that time, but my friend, Paddy O’Connor (SO), told me I 
could take his car if I needed it.  
     So, began what we thought would be a quiet routine 
patrol. I relieved Paddy O’Connor at 6pm for his meal break. 
When he returned, I took my meal break. I resumed duty 
as Observer in the car around 7pm. Shortly after 8pm, we 
travelled down Clanbrassil Street, towards Church Street. 

LARGE CROWD GATHERS
The only person on the street was Garda Jim Boyle. This 
was strange as there were always people on the streets in 
Dundalk. I said to John that something was wrong and he 
agreed with me. John turned the car into Church Street and 
drove back towards the Square. 
     As we drove back down Clanbrassil Street, we saw a large 
crowd of people at the Square, blocking the road. We pulled 
up beside Garda Jim Boyle. Traffic had started to build up in 
Clanbrassil Street, so we directed traffic down Bachelor Walk 
to by-pass the Square, as it was clear a public meeting was 
taking place there. 
     Garda John Harney walked up to the Square to check out 
the reason for the meeting. Jim Boyle and I kept the traffic 
moving down Bachelor’s Walk.  
     Garda John Harney came back to tell us that the crowd 
was going to march to the Garda Station. This had happened 
a few times previously, when a letter would be handed to the 
Superintendent at the station and then passed on to Garda 
HQ. 
     John and I decided to collect Supt Dick Fahy at his home. 

DUNDALK STATION ATTACK

THE 1972 DUNDALK GARDA 
STATION ATTACK 

The sustained mob attack on Dundalk Garda Station in September 1972 was 
one of many dangerous situations faced by Andy Kenny and his colleagues in 
the border town during the ‘Troubles’ in Ireland. Here the Offaly Branch member 
details the terrifying ordeal to unfold that night and says they were fortunate 
there was no loss of life or serious injuries.

Dundalk Garda Station (1970s)Dundalk Garda Station (today)
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Jim Boyle stayed on the beat, directing traffic. We collected 
Supt Fahy and drove up the Ramparts and came out at the 
top of the Park Street via Rogers Garage. We got in front 
of the crowd coming up Park Street from the Square, and 
drove to the station. We had already notified Garda Paddy 
O’Connor about the situation. Sgt Hugh Sreenan was 
standing on the steps of the station, waiting for us.
     At this stage, the crowd was coming up Anne Street. They 
were making a lot of noise, so we waited on the steps of the 
station, thinking that a letter would be handed to Supt Fahy 
and the crowd would then disperse. How wrong we were! 

SHOWER OF STONES FIRED
As soon as the crowd entered through the gate off the 
Carrick Road, a shower of huge stones was fired from them 
in our direction. We were very lucky that none of the stones 
hit any of us. Supt Fahy shouted at us to get into the station. 
He himself was the last man into the station. Sgt Sreenan 
locked the front door. We could hear the rocks hitting the 
door. The windows on each side of the door were then 
broken, so we had to move into the day room.  The rocks 
were flying down the hallway.
     At this stage D/Garda Denis Daly appeared and informed 
Supt Fahy he had a young lad and his mother in the station. 
The young lad was being questioned about a break-in in 
town. Supt Fahy told D/Garda Daly to get them out of the 
station. I don’t know how he managed it, but he did get 
them clear of the station and he returned to stand by us.
In the meantime, Garda Paddy O’Connor was telephoning 

DUNDALK STATION ATTACK

Supt Dick Fahy outside Dundalk Garda station.

all the stations in the 
vicinity of Dundalk to 
get help. He telephoned 
Drogheda Station which 
was the Divisional HQ at 
the time and notified them 
of the situation. Supt Fahy 
instructed Garda John 
Harney and myself to watch 
the front door. 
     The rocks were still flying 
passed us down the hallway. 
We also had to watch the 
side door that led out to the 
station yard. The Sergeant’s 
office was off the day room 
and to the front of the 
station. All the windows in 
the office were broken, as 
rocks and petrol bombs were 
thrown into the office by 
some of the crowd. 
     Sgt Sreenan and Garda 
Paddy O’Connor had 
to use the station’s fire 
extinguishers to put out 

those fires. A lot of damage had already been done to the 
Sergeant’s office, but their quick reactions prevented the 
station from being destroyed by the fire.

SITUATION GETS OUT OF HAND
The situation was now getting out of hand, so Supt Fahy 
phoned the local army barracks and requested their help. I 
was still watching the front door, when I saw two men get in 
through the broken window and pull what appeared to be a 
burning blanket through the window. 
     I had my baton in my hand and was heading towards the 
two men, when I heard shots being fired. The two men dived 
back out the window. They never got the burning blanket 
into the station.  What I did not know at the time was that 
D/Garda Daly had been sitting on the stairs all the time, 
watching the front door. He fired the shots when he saw the 
two men enter the station. 
     After that the crowd moved back and I could see a lot of 
fires outside the station. Soldiers from the local army barracks 
were dispatched to the scene, and they fired CS gas at the 
crowd who dispersed back down the town.  An army officer 
knocked on the door and we went outside together. 
Every car, including two patrol cars, had been burnt out.     
     Among the cars was Paddy O’Connor’s lovely Triumph 
Herald, which he had promised me if I needed to take my 
wife to hospital. The attack on the station ended around 
9:45pm. Most of the Dundalk Station Party who had been 
off duty turned up at the station, along with members from 
other stations. 
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 We patrolled the town 
and discovered that 
most of the windows of 
premises in Park Street, 
Clonbrassil Street and 
Church Street had been 
broken. The culprits were 
suspected to have come 
from north of the border.       
     They came prepared 
with rocks and petrol 
bombs. I have no doubt 
their intention was to 
burn down the Garda 
Station and it did not 
matter to them if Gardaí 
were injured or killed 
that night.

“HEARD IT ALL ON THE 
NEWS”
I got home at about 2am 
the following morning. 
My wife Margaret was 
sitting up in bed when 
I got in. I told her I was 
delayed with a drunken 
driver. “You big liar” she 
said “I heard it all on the 12-o’clock news!” We got no sleep 
that night. I sat on the bed and we just talked for the rest of 
the night. 
     Our youngest son, Lorcan, was born two days later. He is 
now a priest in the diocese of Killaloe. Supt Dick Fahy was one 
of the best Superintendents I served under. He was completely 
cool under pressure and a real leader that night. He was 
assisted that night by Sgt Hugh Sreenan, who later went onto 
become an Assistant Commissioner.
     My friend Paddy O’Connor was the right man to be Station 
Orderly that night. He was calm and never panicked. Garda 
John Harney and I played our own part in preventing the 
station from being burned down. 
     The person I credit most with saving us all that night was 
my friend and neighbour D/Garda Denis Daly, who fired on the 
rioters. In doing so, I believe he saved our lives and prevented 
the burning of the station. 
     The person who suffered the most that night was Niamh 
Sreenan, the wife of Sgt Hugh Sreenan. She was in the 
Sergeant’s Official Accommodation with her young daughter, 
who was only one at the time. They were trapped inside 
throughout the attack. 
     Her husband Hugh was unable to get to them during the 
ordeal. I can only imagine their terror. Garda Jim Boyle, who 
was directing traffic while the crowd was marching to the 
station and followed them up to the Barracks, has his own 
story to tell. I heard later what happened, but I will let Jim tell 
his story.

About the Author: Andy Kenny is a member of the Offaly 
Branch. He was born in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford and 
joined An Garda Síochána in 1958. He has served at Kells, 
George’s Cross, Crossakiel, Ashbourne, Dundalk, Arles 
and finally to Birr, Co. Offaly.   He retired in 1988 and 
enjoys golfing, gardening and a good ‘Western’. Andy 
resides in Birr, Co. Offaly with Margaret, his wife of 57 
years. Lorcan can be found close by in Roscrea, where he 
ministers.

GREAT DUNDALK COMRADES
This account is just one of the many dangerous situations 
that members of Dundalk Station Party were involved in 
during what became known as the ‘Troubles’ in Ireland. I 
consider it an honour to have served in Dundalk and to have 
known and served with such great comrades and friends. 
     Supt Dick Fahy, Sgt Hugh Sreenan and Garda John Harney 
are now with God. I pray for them every morning and night. 
I have lost touch with my old comrades Denis Daly, Paddy 
O’Connor and Jim Boyle. We are the last members who 
survived the station attack. If you read this lads, get in touch 
through ‘Síocháin’ as the GSRMA has my details. 
     It would be nice to chat about old times. Seven members 
were in the station that night and each one of us did our 
little bit to prevent it from being destroyed by the fire. Each 
of us was part of an extraordinary team, on an extraordinary 
night, in extraordinary times. 
Slán and stay safe.

Clanbrassil Street in Dundalk during the 1970s.

DUNDALK STATION ATTACK
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Henry James Nangle, born on 24 February 1900 to 
Luke and Sarah Nangle in Castlebaldwin, a small 

rural village in Co. Sligo, was the ninth of 11 children. His 
father Luke was the first principal of the local two-teacher 
national school in the townland of Cloghogue Upper, Co. 
Sligo. 
 He lived with his family in the upper quarters of the 
original one-and-a-half storied thatched schoolhouse. 
Henry attended the school up to the age of 14. Sarah’s 
father had been a member of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
(RIC) and died at a young age.
 As a young boy, Henry (who was better known to 
friends and family as ‘Harry’) spent his leisure time fishing 
and boating on Lough Arrow, the large and scenic lake 
on the Sligo-Roscommon border at the foot of the Curlew 
Mountains. He developed a love for fishing and for the 
lake itself and its tranquil environs, a love that stayed with 
him all during his lifetime.

LOOK BACK

The life and times of Henry J. Nangle are recalled 
in this article. He was just 16 when he joined 
the Irish Volunteers after the Easter Rising. 
Having fought in the War of Independence, 
he moved through the Garda ranks over the 
following decades and retained the position of 
Duty Officer at Garda HQ for 32 years until his 
retirement in 1965.

WHO WAS INSPECTOR 
HENRY J. NANGLE?

 He was just 16 years 
old when the Easter 
Rising took place in 
Dublin on 24 April 
1916. In that same year, 
undoubtedly spurred 
on by such traumatic 
events, he took the 
courageous decision to 
join the Irish Volunteers. 
With time, this group 
gradually became 
known as the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA).
 He underwent 
military training in the 
IRA’s Ballindoon Training 
Camp, not far from 
Lough Arrow. In 1921, 
he became Adjutant of 
the Ballindoon Camp, 
in charge of 38 men 
(trainees, staff and orderlies). 
 Later that year, he attained the rank of Captain in 
the 5th Battalion, Sligo Brigade, and, at the age of 21 
he became Officer in Charge of ‘F’ Company at the IRA 
Coolaney Training Camp, Co. Sligo, with 101 men under 
his command.

JOINING THE CIVIC GUARD
Garda Number 2929 was 
allocated to Henry J. Nangle 
when he joined what was 
then called the Civic Guard 
in December 1922 at the age 
of 22 following the War of 
Independence. This was just ten 
months after recruiting began. 
    In recruiting and in the 
training of the recruits, much 
emphasis was placed on 
physical fitness. However, 
in the very early days when 
there was a lack of applicants, 
the conditions of entry were 
relaxed somewhat.
    His fellow early generation 
Garda Recruits underwent 
hurried training in McKee Army 

Luke Nagle (far right) and assistant teacher Miss White (left) pictured with pupils at 
Cloghogue National School, Co. Sligo, in May 1890.

Henry J. Nangle was 
Captain of old IRA
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LOOK BACK

Barracks abutting onto the present Garda Depot in the 
Phoenix Park in Dublin. They were also trained briefly in 
the RDS Grounds in Ballsbridge and in the Curragh Army 
Camp in Kildare. 
 The Civic Guard did not have its own designated 
training facilities at that time, while 1923 saw The 
Depot in the Phoenix Park used as a combined Garda 
Headquarters and Garda Training Centre. The recruits 
endured the very cold winter of 1922-1923 while housed 
in Nissen huts with no heating facilities and very sparse 
amenities of any kind.
 After successfully completing his training and 
qualifying as a member of the Civic Garda, Henry served 
briefly in Waterford City. Gardaí in those days patrolled 
the lawless streets and roads of Ireland, sometimes alone, 
with nothing but a truncheon to defend themselves from 
attack and a whistle to attract attention. A flashlight was 
provided for night duty.

PROMOTION TO SERGEANT
Henry was promoted to Sergeant on 1 May 1923. One of 
his initial assignments was to open the first Garda Station 
in Rathmore, Co. Kerry, probably situated in the same 
building as the old RIC barracks, which would have been 
abandoned at that time.
 These were politically confused and troubled times in 
a very lawless Ireland with the civil government virtually 
crumbling. In such rural areas, the presence of the Civic 
Guards, seen as representatives of the new Free State 

government, was strongly resented by well-organised and 
armed Anti-Treaty IRA supporters or ‘Irregulars’. 
 A Garda member had already been shot dead a few 
months earlier in Co. Tipperary by the ‘Irregulars’. This 
resentment towards the Civic Guards was forcefully 
illustrated to Henry personally when, on alighting from 
the train from Dublin upon his arrival in Kerry with his 
small party of unarmed Gardaí, he was met on the station 
platform by a group of armed men.
 Their leader stepped forward to inform him that they 
were the ruling force in the area and that the Sergeant 
and his men would be well advised to get on the next 
train back to Dublin! Henry insisted on proceeding with 
his assigned mission, despite the very overt threats to his 
safety. He was later praised for his bravery.
 In December of that same year, another member 
was murdered during a raid on the Civic Guard Station 
in the small Kerry village of Scartaglen. More murders 
were to follow and more Civic Guard stations were 
attacked. Those murders must have been quite unnerving 
to all members of the unarmed Civic Guard in all Garda 
Stations in Kerry and beyond. 
 Attempting to enforce law and order was both 
difficult  and highly dangerous in a country wracked 
by the Civil War which raged from June 1922 to April 
1923. During that period, the Civic Guard increasingly 
found itself cast in the role of the State’s security force, 
a hazardous role for which the members were woefully 
under-equipped. In such an environment, Henry and 
his men had an extremely difficult time in this highly 
dangerous Co. Kerry assignment. 

GARDA HQ DUTY OFFICER 
In November 1923, Henry was transferred to Carrick-on-
Shannon, Co. Leitrim. The country was more peaceful by 
then. There, in his spare time, he became a keen 

Henry was promoted to 
Sergeant on 1 May 1923. Inspector Nangle pictured with the Dungloe Station 

Party in 1930.
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oarsman in the local rowing club on the River Shannon, 
undoubtedly utilising the skills he had acquired as a young 
boy on Lough Arrow in Co. Sligo. 
 In December 1926, Sgt Nangle began his service in 
Longford following his promotion to the rank of Inspector 
on 10 April 1929 and was transferred to Letterkenny, Co. 
Donegal.
 In 1933, 11 years after joining the Garda, he was 
transferred to Dublin to take up the post of resident Duty 
Officer at Garda Headquarters, which at that time was 
located in the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham. He retained 
this position for 32 years until his retirement.
 The position of Duty Officer required Henry to 
report on all significant Garda activities throughout the 
country during the period of night. Along with a Garda 
switchboard operator in the main building and the Garda 
Sentry on the entrance gate, Henry Nangle was the only 
Garda officer on duty in Garda Headquarters from 5pm 
each evening until 9am the following morning and also 
covered all weekend periods. 
 He seldom needed to wear his Inspector’s uniform in 
that position. He reported to the Assistant Commissioner 
of Crime Branch (designated C3). During the 1930s 
and 1940s, IRA subversion activities were plentiful and 
German spies were active in Ireland, assessing the country 
as a possible foothold for the invasion of Britain. 
 This was a busy time for Henry. He would have 
maintained contact not only with the Garda Divisions 
throughout the country but with his counterpart in Army 

Headquarters, the Irish Military Intelligence Division 
(designated G2) and also with the London Metropolitan 
Police at Scotland Yard.
 Henry married Eileen O’Byrne on 20 August 1940 in 
Dublin. She was a Wicklow woman whose parents owned 
the old Bridge Tavern in Wicklow Town. For some years, 
she had worked as a pharmacist in Glasnevin in Dublin 
where he first met her. 
 Henry and Eileen spent their entire married life in 
official residences in Garda Headquarters. Their only child, 
Brendan, was born in 1941. Sadly, Eileen passed away in 
1956. 

ALL IN THE LINE OF DUTY
Henry Nangle was on duty for such events as the IRA’s 
daring raid on the Army’s Magazine Fort, a large building 
built by the British in 1735 near the south-eastern end 
of the Phoenix Park in Dublin. The Army stored its guns 
and ammunition there. That raid took place at 8.30pm 
on 23 December 1939, when the soldiers on duty were 
overcome and thirteen truckloads of weapons and 
ammunition was taken. Henry wrote the initial Garda 
report.
 For a 20-year period, Henry J. Nangle was Chairman 
of the joint Representative Body (RB) for Guards. During 
his chairmanship of the RB, he led sometimes difficult 
negotiations on pay and conditions for the Garda force 
with the exceedingly budget conscious Department of 
Justice.
 For a seven-year period, he was Secretary of The Garda 
Review, first published in December 1925 as a successor 
to Iris an Gharda (first published in 1923). He helped 
prepare and influence many of its editorials and organised 
the journal’s monthly print run in Ardiff Printers on Old 
Kilmainham Road. 
 He was also Secretary of the Garda Síochána 
Benevolent Society, through which he was actively 
involved in financially assisting widows of deceased Gardaí 
throughout the country. 
 In addition to his other duties, he was appointed Press 
Liaison Officer for the Garda force for some years prior 
to his retirement. During the course of his Garda career, 
he received at least two monetary awards for ‘Exemplary 
Service’.
 The last time Henry J. Nangle was to wear his seldom-
worn Inspector’s uniform, displaying his treasured IRA 
Military Service Medal, was at a Garda Inspectors’ 
Conference at Garda Headquarters at the Depot in 1962.

RETIREMENT AFTER EVENTFUL CAREER
Henry retired at the age of 65 after an eventful 43-
year career in An Garda Síochána. This gave him the 
opportunity to spend more time fishing on his beloved 
Lough Arrow, Co. Sligo, where he had fished so often as 
a boy.
 Henry Nangle was a civic-minded person who devoted 

Henry pictured following his marriage to Eileen O’Byrne 
on 20 August 1940 in Dublin.

LOOK BACK
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Inspector Henry J. Nangle pictured at the Garda 
Inspectors’ Conference at the Garda Depot in 1962.

most of his life in service to the State. He not only lived 
through some pivotal events in the history of Ireland 
in the early 20th century, he dutifully played his part in 
them.  
 He was a righteous man and, like many of his 
generation, had a great respect for authority. He was 
not afraid to take active roles where he felt he could 
contribute positively in the course of his long and 
dedicated career in An Garda Síochána, during most of 
the first half century of its existence.
 Henry J. Nangle passed away on 12 August 1987 at 
the age of 87 in a nursing home in Bray, Co. Wicklow. 
In recognition of his long and valued service in An 
Garda Síochána, his funeral cortege was given a Garda 
motorcycle escort on its way to Glasnevin Cemetery in 
Dublin, where he now lies in St Paul’s Section with Eileen, 
his beloved wife of just 16 years (RIP).

DONATION TO MILITARY ARCHIVES
So, who was Henry J. Nangle who was also known as 
Harry to friends and family? I am honoured to let you 
know that Harry was my late Dad. I hope you enjoyed my 
journey to tell you about Harry and his proud service in An 
Garda Síochána. 
 It was a pleasure recalling and recounting his life 
and career. In 2014, in memory of my father, I donated 

his old IRA documents, together with some of his other 
related historic papers, to the Irish Defence Forces Military 
Archives for safe keeping and public information. The 
collection is now preserved in Henry J. Nangle’s name at 
the Military Archives Section, Cathal Brugha Barracks, 
Rathmines, Dublin 6. 
 To An Garda Síochána I say – ‘Enjoy your 100th 
Birthday in 2022! We are so proud that Harry and the 

This collection of memorabilia is preserved in Henry J. 
Nangle’s name at the Military Archives Section, Cathal 
Brugha Barracks, Rathmines, Dublin 6. 

staunch men like him, and latterly the women, played 
such historical roles in the first 100-year history of the 
illustrious An Garda Síochána’. Ar dheis Dé go raibh na 
h-anamacha dílís.

About the Author: Brendan J. Nangle is the only child 
of Henry and Eileen Nangle. Born in 1941, he has 
vivid memories of his childhood watching his father 
working in his office in Garda HQ. Brendan attended 
Belvedere College and UCD and worked in the 
chemical industry in both the US and Ireland before 
his retirement in 2003. 
 He lives in Dalkey, Co. Dublin, with his wife 
Suzanne. They have five grown children and 12 
grandchildren. (Brendan is also the author of ‘Roots 
& Wings’, the book of short stories and memories 
reviewed in the Spring issue of ‘Síocháin’.)
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You never ever think that one day in a doctor’s 
consulting room, the doctor will say “I am afraid you 

have cancer”. This only happens in films.
 I have to say when I was has told by my consultant 
that I had prostate cancer back in May 2014, my reaction 
immediately was to say to him, “Well what is the next 
move so?” I did feel a degree of shock with the news, 
as you really hope he is going to say its fine, “take two 
tablets and go home”. 
 However, I knew I had something and suspected it 
was prostate cancer, because I had had a biopsy and the 
medical investigations to detect it or eliminate it. He told 
me that I had the option of an operation to remove it 
or radiotherapy to zap it with radiation. I opted for the 
operation as I needed him to actually have it in his hand 
and gone; well, that was what I was hoping anyway.

START OF THE JOURNEY
How did this journey begin? In 2011, I went for a routine 
blood test while I was working with the UN in Cyprus. I 
had the bloods taken one Tuesday morning at 8.30am in 
a private clinic. The results were emailed to me at 12 noon 
and also to my doctor. 
 She rang me and told me that the blood results 
showed that my PSA was slightly raised and wanted me to 
see a consultant oncologist. PSA means (Prostate Specific 
Antigen) and in lay man’s terms is a protein produced by 
normal, as well as malignant cells of the prostate gland. 
The PSA blood test measures the level of PSA in a man’s 
blood.
 Just to show the difference between the medical 
system in Ireland and Cyprus – she rang me back at 
2pm with my appointment for the consultant at 7pm 
that evening. He did an internal examination (commonly 
known as the finger test) of my prostate and told me that 

ONE MEMBER’S 
PROSTATE CANCER 

JOURNEY
Now in recovery from prostate cancer, 65-year old John Farrelly, Dublin North Branch, 
says that the best treatment of this terrible disease is early detection and regular blood 
tests. From first being informed that he had cancer in 2014 and the long road that 
followed, he shares his story to offer some useful words of advice for those who are 
tested for prostate cancer.

the prostate was slightly hardened but appeared normal 
for my age (I was 55 at the time).
 However, he performed a scan internally the next day 
(this is a probe with a camera attached inserted anally and 
a picture is taken of what is going on with the prostate). 
As a result he told me to have my bloods monitored 
every six months to watch if the PSA continued to rise. 
It was a slight concern to him but did not need medical 
intervention at the time.

PROSTATE BIOPSY PROCEDURE
I did what I was told and in April 2014, after a routine 
blood test back home in Ireland, my PSA had risen to 5.5. 
My doctor recommended I see an oncologist and within 
four weeks I was with him. 
 He booked me to have a biopsy of the prostate and 

PROSTATE CANCER
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two weeks later this was performed in the 
Mater Private. Basically, it involves a probe 
inserted anally with a cutter attached and 
12 samples of the prostate are taken from 
all around the prostate itself. 
 This procedure is performed under 
local anaesthetic. You always have to leave 
your dignity at the door while undergoing 
any of these procedures. Two weeks later, 
I got the call to see the consultant and 
he confirmed that out of the 12 samples 
taken cancer had been detected in three of 
them.
 My wife accompanied me to all 
consultations and this I found to be so 
important. It meant that she was with me 
all the way throughout the journey and we 
were never left in the dark about anything. 
She was also able to absorb information 
during the consultations that I would 
invariably forget. 
 She also built up a relationship with 
the consultant as well, so that through the 
operation stages he fully included her in 
all stages of what was going on, and most 
importantly she was a great support for 
me. These journeys should not be taken on 
your own.
 The consultant was straight up in 
relation to what the side effects of the 
operation could be and these could be 
life changing. As a result of the prostate 
being removed there was a very strong 
chance that you would lose your libido 
permanently.  
 Secondly you would have problems 
controlling urinating, insofar as involuntary 
dribbles could be present for up to a year. He explained 
this to me telling me that because the prostate is 
imbedded beside the bladder, the bladder had to be 
disturbed during the operation and as a result could take 
up to a year to fully come back to normal. 
 Exercises were recommended to correct this, and I had 
to use male nappies for a while, but as I said earlier, you 
leave your dignity at the door.

ROBOTIC SURGERY
The operation was scheduled for 8am on 29 July 2014. 
I had robotic surgery – this is relatively new and the 
advantage is that you recover from the operation quicker 
with little scarring at all. 
 Not all hospitals do it yet, but the Mater Private does. 
Anyway, as we all know, you know nothing about the 
surgery as you are asleep. Recovery is relative quick. I 
spent three days in hospital and had to return one week 

later to remove a catheter. That was the end of it, no 
chemotherapy, no tablets. Finito! 
 I returned to the consultant one month later and he 
said they had removed all the cancer and I continued to 
see him every year after that. My PSA count had more or 
less disappeared to a reading of 0.01 from 5.5. However, 
he did say that in some cases it can return, which sounds 
strange when you do not have the prostate anymore!

RETURN OF THE CANCER
I continued to have my bloods checked every six months 
and in late 2018, my PSA reading was 0.64, which is 
really low but needed checking out again. 
 So, it was back to a different oncologist. This one 
specialised in radiotherapy. Along with my wife, I again 
went for the consultation and he said that the cancer had 
returned and, even though it was very low, it had to be 
dealt with. 

PROSTATE CANCER

John had an MRI and CT scan to rule out the possibility that 
the cancer had spread to other organs and to check if he was 
a suitable candidate for radiotherapy.
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 I was sent for an MRI and a CT scan to rule out the 
possibility that it had spread to other organs and to see if I 
was suitable for radiotherapy treatment. He recommended 
that I undergo 33 days of radiotherapy, starting in 
November 2019 and going right through Christmas except 
for weekends.
 We were taken aback about this, but really had no 
choice. Let me say from the outset that radiotherapy 
treatment is not painful at all. However, the preparation 
required for it is really a pain in the butt. Radiotherapy, by 
its name, is radiation been zapped into a specific area for 
33 days in the hope of killing off the cancer. 
 The consultant suspected that my cancer had returned 
to the area where the prostate had once been before 
being removed in 2014. The actual time in the therapy 
room each day is no more than ten minutes. Prior to 
the treatment commencing at all, you have to undergo 
a particular scan which maps out the target area where 
the concentration of the radiotherapy has to be targeted 
precisely. 
 In preparation for this, I had to ensure that my bowel 
was empty and that I had drunk a certain amount of 
water and retained that in my system prior to the scan for 
approximately one hour. As a result of this planning scan, 
every treatment following that for 33 days must mimic the 
same body preparation. 

REPEATING THE PREPARATION 
It happened to me twice that my preparation was not 
perfect and as a result I had to go back to the waiting 
room and repeat the preparation again. If I am to be 
honest here, it was not the easiest thing to achieve each 
day, but like many thousands before me you get through 
it. 
 When you went into the room each day to get 
the radiation treatment, you were assisted by two 
radiographers. You did not have to strip fully, but remove 
your shoes. You then lay on a bed and had to lie perfectly 
still. They would then manoeuvre your body and ensure 
that I was exactly position perfectly for the treatment. 
 The bed was then remotely adjusted and the machine 
opened up above you and like a big arm moved around 
you. The actual radiation lasted for about one minute in 
itself and they came back in and you were free to go. No 
pain no burning sensation. The machine looks daunting 

the first time you see it, but like everything else, you get 
used to it.
  One of the most fantastic experiences to that whole 
process, is that every day I met fellow patients in the 
waiting room and we compared and built-up great 
relationships. We became very friendly and we still remain 
in contact every week.

ONE DAY AT A TIME
In January 2020, I completed the course of radiotherapy 
and awaited the results. I had been told at the outset that 
the success rate for my treatment was about 60%.  
 I had also been told that the treatment could result 
in me being very tired and lethargic, but thankfully these 
things did not happen to me. 
 I am happy to say for now that the treatment did work 
and that my PSA reading today (March 2021) is now 
at 0.03. I have to get my bloods done every six months 
and these ones are very important as the effect of the 
radiotherapy treatment is now finished, so if the reading 
stays as it is or reduces, then its good news. 
  If it goes up, then there is another course of treatments 
I can go through, but I am not looking down that road. As 
the song goes…‘One day at a time Sweet Jesus’.

REGULAR BLOOD CHECKS
I write this article about my own journey in the hope that 
those of you who are tested for prostate cancer may find 
it useful.  
 Some people also say to me that you are better off not 
knowing about these things, that is a matter of choice and 
it’s up to every individual to decide on what they do. 
  People ask me all the time about my symptoms. The 
answer is simple and frightening – I never had any. I did 
not get up six or seven times a night to go to the toilet, or 
any other symptoms. I still don’t have any. 
  If I did not have my bloods done regularly, it might not 
have been detected early and I could have been in a whole 
lot of trouble. The advances in prostate cancer treatment 
are fantastic and it should not be feared anymore. 
  The best success for the treatment of this terrible 
disease is early detection, but remember you may not have 
any symptoms at all so have your blood checked regulary 
for PSA fluctuation. Your life could depend on it.

About the Author: John Farrelly is a native of Ardee, Co. Louth and joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1976. After initially serving in Burnfoot he then served in The Bridewell, 
Howth, Irishtown, the Press Office and Garda Traffic Bureau. 
  He was appointed Deputy Senior Police Advisor in UNFICYP Cyprus in 2007, 
before moving to Senior Police Advisor in 2009. He retired from An Garda Síochána 
in 2011 as a Chief Superintendent and now lives happily with his wife, Luma in North 
County Dublin and for those who know him, he still practices his singing on a regular 
basis!

PROSTATE CANCER
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HOLY CITY OF 
JERUSALEM STEEPED 

IN HISTORY

Having travelled to Jerusalem on 
several occasions, I had planned 

on taking a trip there this autumn. I 
was not planning a pilgrimage, but 
rather to take a freelance journey 
to see some more interesting 
archaeological sites in and around the 
city. 
 However, the onset of the virus 
earlier last year thwarted my plans. 
So, I decided to take a tour down 
memory lane and to write a short 
article instead on some of the 
principal places of worship and their 
historical backgrounds, which may 
interest the reader. 
 Going on pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land has many restrictions. Every 
tour company is strictly controlled 
due to the voluminous number of 
pilgrimages from all over the world 
that converge there each year. Each 
tour operator must adhere to a strict 
timetable when visiting the multiple 
places of interest in Jerusalem and 
beyond.
 To be late is tantamount to losing 
your slot as happened during my last 
visit when we were delayed at an 
Israeli checkpoint as we journeyed 
from Bethlehem. On arriving late 

at the Church of Saint Anne in 
Jerusalem, we were refused the use 
of the church by the caretaker priest. 
 Later we witnessed the 
unfortunate guide being the victim of 
public reproval from this irate priest. 
It was most embarrassing for all. 
We may have missed the use of the 
church, but we were subsequently 
allowed to have our Mass in a nearby 
building. Problem solved!

THREE MAIN RELIGIONS
Jerusalem is a fantastic place to visit 
despite the necessary restrictions 
on the visitor. Trouble can erupt 
at any time and the presence of 
armed soldiers is a common sight. 
It is the holy city to the three main 
monotheistic religions – Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. 
 There is a lot to see, with 
churches, synagogues and mosques 
in abundance as well as many 
archaeological sites of historical 
interest. The Way of the Cross takes 
the pilgrim through the Muslim 
quarter with its array of small shops 
and stalls. Here the pilgrims mingle 
with ordinary citizens carrying out 
their normal daily chores. 

 The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
is situated in the Christian quarter of 
the city. The old city is divided into 
the Jewish, Christian, Armenian and 
Muslim Quarters. Each area coexists 
in a tenacious way. All jealously guard 
their places of worship, work and 
living.  
 One of the foremost Christian 
attractions in the city is the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre which is shared 
by six branches of Christianity. This 
ancient and imposing church was 
constructed over the purported site of 
the crucifixion, death and resurrection 
of Christ. It contains Calvary and the 
tomb of Christ within its walls. 
 The church is under the control 
of the Greek Orthodox Church. 
The Roman Catholic and Armenian 
Apostolic churches share a chapel to 
the rear of that same building. During 
my first pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
our group was permitted to have a 
Mass in the nave of the church. 
 In the centre is a small building 
called the Aedicula, built over what 
is believed to be the tomb of Christ. 
The pilgrims could enter it for a brief 
period after Mass to pray, before 
being unceremoniously ushered out 

THE HOLY LAND Skyline of the old city at the 
Wailing Wall and Temple 

Mount in Jerusalem.

History has always held a fascination for Marie Landy, Central Committee and Galway Branch 
member, especially the history of the Middle East, which has enthralled her since her first visit 
to the Holy Land in 1998. She takes a trip down memory lane, recalling some of the principal 
places of worship and their historical backgrounds.
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by an orthodox monk after a few 
seconds in that hallowed place.

THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES
The practice of moving behind an 
iconostasis, in this case represented 
by the tomb, is a particular 
characteristic of the Orthodox 
Mass. In all Orthodox churches the 
iconostases are screens decorated 
with icons of Christ, Mary and the 
Saints. It would appear a strange 
practice to Catholics when they first 
witness it. 
 Directly to the back of this small 
building is an area reserved for use 
by the Coptic Church. This is where 
Coptic monks conduct their religious 
services. The origins of the Coptic 
Church, affiliated with the Roman 
Catholic Church, are in Egypt. Space 
is also allotted within the main 
building to the Ethiopian and Syriac 
Orthodox churches. Some groups 
allow their space to be used by 
another religious group while others 
guard their space covetously. 
 The Coptic and Ethiopian monks 
are given access to the roof, which 
has caused rows in the past. Over 
the years fighting has broken out 
between these Christian groups 
when one or other has been found 
transgressing the other’s space. 

 If one looks carefully at a picture 
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
you will see a ladder placed under 
a window in the upper level of the 
church. This ladder has been there 
for the best part of two centuries and 
no one has yet had the courage to 
move it. This illustrates the tension 
which exists between these Christian 
groups.
 Another peculiar anomaly 
regarding the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre is the issue of the 
keeping of the keys to this bastion 
of Christianity. The task of being 
the keeper of the keys was given to 
two prominent Jerusalemite Islamic 
families. 
 This duty was granted to these 
families centuries ago by the 
Caliphate ruler of Jerusalem, Saladin, 
at the time of the second crusade in 
the late 12th century.

PATRIARCHS IN HOLY CITY
The reasoning behind this was to 
ensure the peaceful practice of 
religion between the two faiths. This 
shared function has been passed 
on from father to son through the 
generations. Each day one or other of 
the Joudeh or Naseibeh family opens 
the church in the morning and closes 
it in the evening.

 On one particular visit just as we 
exited the church and were standing 
outside, a fanfare of music caught 
our attention. It was the ceremonial 
escorting of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch of Jerusalem to officiate 
their Sunday Mass. 
 He was flanked by the Mayor of 
the city and other dignitaries. It was 
delightful to witness such pageantry. 
The Patriarch is of the Greek 
Orthodox religion and is the successor 
of St James, the Apostle who was 
the first Patriarch of Jerusalem. The 
Catholic or Latin Church also has a 
Patriarch in Jerusalem representing 
the Pope. Most Catholics are 
confused when they witness this 
dichotomy between Rome and the 
Orthodox Churches. 
 In 1054, the split occurred 
between the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church due to theological differences 
and the claim by Rome to supremacy 
over the whole Universal Church. 
As the Eastern Orthodox Churches 
did not recognise these claims, they 
seceded from Rome.

SACRED ‘WAILING WALL’ 
The Western or ‘Wailing Wall’ is 
sacred to the Jewish people. The wall 
is the only part that remains of the 

Sacred to the Jewish people, the ‘Wailing Wall’ in Jerusalem is the only part that remains of 
the second temple in the Holy City, destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.
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second temple which was destroyed 
by the Romans in 70 AD. 
 The original temple was built by 
Solomon, son of David around 1000 
BC. This was destroyed by the army 
of  Nebuchadnezzar in 587 BC when 
the Kingdom of Judah fell to the 
Assyrian army. 
 The King of Judah, Zedekiah, the 
temple priests and prominent citizens 
of Jerusalem were taken into captivity 
by the Babylonians. This ended the 
first temple period in Jewish history. 
Fifty years later their descendants 
were granted permission to return 
to Jerusalem and Judah when the 
Assyrians were conquered by the 
Persian, ‘Cyrus the Great’.  
 Cyrus is remembered in history for 
freeing slaves and allowing freedom 
of religious practices. These Judean 
descendants were eventually granted 
permission to restore the temple by 
the Persian Governor of the Province. 
Thus began the second temple 
period. 
 The building was greatly modified 
during the reign of Herod the Great 
in the 1st century BC. For nearly 
two millennia, Jews worldwide have 
lamented the loss of their major place 
of worship in Jerusalem.
 The Jordanians were in control 
of this area until the Israeli army 
managed to take control after the six-
day war in 1967. Before 1967, Jews 

were prohibited from worshipping 
here; hence, the importance of this 
wall to the practicing orthodox Jew.

TEMPLE MOUNT – UNESCO 
HERITAGE SITE
Another primary place of interest to 
the visitor to Jerusalem is the Temple 
Mount. The Muslim conquerors of 
the city built an enormous dome on 
top of the mount in 1023 AD. It is 
referred to as the ‘Dome of the Rock’ 
and pre-dominates the Jerusalem 
landscape across the Kedron Valley, as 
one sees it from the Mount of Olives. 
It is a UNESCO heritage site.
 The Al-Aqsa Mosque, located on 
the mount to the west of the Dome, 
was built in the 8th century AD and 
was twice destroyed by earthquakes. 
It was rebuilt each time. The mosque 
is the third holiest shrine of Islam, 
after Mecca and Medina. This area is 
known to Muslims as the Haram-al-
Sharif. They believe that the Prophet 
Mohammad was miraculously 
transported from Mecca during a 
night vision to this place. 
 The Temple Mount is equally 
sacred to the Jews who regard it as 
the ‘naval of the earth’. According to 
Jewish tradition, it is the site where 
Abraham brought his son Isaac to 
sacrifice him to prove his faith. It is 
also the site of the first and second 
temples. 

 It is the most contentious site in 
Jerusalem as the Israelis claim primacy 
over it to the chagrin of the Muslims. 
It is the cause of major ongoing 
friction between these two religious 
groups. The city has a turbulent 
history which persists to this day and 
is still the root of tension and friction 
between these religions.
 I hope this virtual tour will have 
given you an interest in Jerusalem 
and some insight to its turbulent 
history. There are many more places 
of interest in this city such as the 
Mount of Olives, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the pool of Bethesda 
and much more besides. Much of the 
history related here can be found in 
the Second Book of Kings, the Book 
of Jeremiah, the Book of Ezra and 
The Book of Nehemiah.

The ‘Dome of the Rock’ is the enormous dome on top of the Temple 
Mount, built by the Muslim conquerors of Jerusalem in 1023 AD.

About the Author: Marie 
Landy is a member of the 
GSRMA Central Committee and 
represents the Galway Branch 
and Connaught/Ulster Region. 
Her husband Tom Landy, who 
joined An Garda Síochána in 
1957, passed away in 1996. 
Marie’s interests are history, 
reading, writing and travel. 

THE HOLY LAND
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IRISH PLOUGHING ASSOCIATION

THE PLOUGHING 
CHAMPION FROM 

GOWAN, CO. KILKENNY
Unbeknownst to retired and serving colleagues perhaps is the prominent role played by 
the late Garda Samuel Shirley in the formative years of the Irish Ploughing Association, 
writes his son Richard Shirley. This year marks the 90th anniversary since the first National 
Ploughing Championship took place in Athy, Co. Kildare in 1931.

The inaugural meeting of the Irish Ploughing Association 
took place in in Co. Wexford in 1930. The following year 

on 16 of February 1931 at Athy, Co. Kildare, the first National 
Ploughing Championship took place and nine counties 
were represented. Samuel Shirley, along with four other 
individuals, 
represented 
Kilkenny. 
 This was his 
native county. 
Wexford were 
the outright 
winners, and 
that county’s 
successful 
legacy 
continues to 
this day. Not 
to be deterred, 
the following 
year, Sam won 
the Ransome-
sponsored All 
Ireland Horse 
Ploughing 
Individual 
title. And for 
several years 
afterwards, he was the winner at local, county and national 
level – and all while serving as a proud member of An Garda 
Síochána. 

LARGEST AGRI-EVENT
The ploughing fraternity are largely rural based and from 
these humble beginnings, the ploughing championship is 
now one of the largest agricultural events held in Europe. 
 The cost of holding the first championship was £9.3s.5d 
in old money – for those of us can think that far back. In 

2019, over 300,000 people 
attended the three-day 
event. The total cost of 
costs of organising this 
event now exceeds €5 
million. 
Samuel Shirley was born 
in Gowran, Co. Kilkenny 
on 7 October 1896. 
He joined the fledgling 
Garda Síochána on 27 
October 1922.  He served 
a few years at Garda 
Headquarters before his 
transfer to Co. Wicklow and 
later to Co. Westmeath.  
On promotion to the 
rank of Sergeant, he was 
transferred to Rockcorry 
Station in Co. Monaghan. 
During his service he maintained a strong interest in farming 
and used his craft and skill to further advance the ploughing 
association in the different counties. 
 Upon his retirement from An Garda Síochána in 1953, he 
returned to live and farm in his native place at Gowran, Co. 
Kilkenny. Sadly, he died suddenly on 21 December 1954 – 
just within six months of returning to his native heath. 
Samuel was one of the few from the Church of Ireland join 
the force in 1922. This fact is further recognition of a truly 
decent and honourable man who wanted all citizens to play 
a full part in the formation of the Irish State, and in his own 
case in An Garda Síochána. Long may his memory live on.

Samuel Shirley pictured in the 1920s 
(standing far right in photograph).

About the Author: Richard Shirley is a son of Samuel 
Shirley and was in conversation with Joe Dirwan, 
Central Committee and Monaghan Branch member.

Samuel Shirley pictured in 
1930.
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I arrived at the Garda Training Depot in Templemore on 
Wednesday 13 November 1968 after making the long 

journey from Castletownbere, Co. Cork. I was fortunate 
enough to be called from the first 50 who sat the entrance 
exam in January of the same year. 
     Our group of 50 were divided into two classes of 25 each 
called November A and B, and I was a proud member of 
the B Specials! On our second day of training, our instructor 
Sgt Collins asked all the class what they were doing before 
joining the Gardaí. 
     Most of the replies were a succession of Leaving 
Certificates until it came to me and I replied “I was on the 
Rocks, Sir”. I could see the whole class looking around at 
this freak in their midst as well as the puzzled look of the 
Sergeant.
     Eventually, after having a good look at me he replied 

“well fair play to you, I’m in the same boat myself for the 
past six years”. It was now my turn to be confused at his 
reply until he explained that he had been sober for the past 
six years.
     He then enquired how long I was ‘on the rocks’ and 
when I explained that I worked on Skellig Michael and 
Inishtearaght Rocks, I think a sense of relief came over him. I 
went on to explain that I worked as a labourer on the Skelligs 
for most of 1966 in the construction of a new lighthouse. I 
also worked on Inishtearaght (one of the Blaskets Islands) in 
1967 on the building of a helicopter landing. 
     Being from Castletownbere, the term being ‘on the 
rocks’ was very common terminology in 1968. A lot of the 
local men worked as lighthouse keepers, tradesmen and 
labourers on the Bull Rock, Skelligs, Inishtearaght, Fastnet 
and Roancarrigmore rocks. All of these rocks were serviced 
by the ship ‘SS Ierne’ based in Castletownbere, so there were 
always workers coming and going off the rocks.

FIRST DAY ON THE SKELLIG
Even though it is over 50 years ago, I still remember my first 
day on the Skellig as if it was yesterday. The ship ‘SS Ierne’ 
was too large to moor at the pier at Castletownbere so we 
first had to go in a smaller boat called a ‘cutter’ and board 
the ‘Ierne’ which was anchored in the harbour. I had in my 
possession a large bag called a bed bag which contained all 
the essentials I needed to survive for six weeks at a time ‘on 
the rock’. 
     The bag contained bed clothes and a mattress, as well as 

enough food to survive 
for a fortnight. I had 
to haul the heavy and 
large bag on my back 
for over a mile from 
my home to the pier 
in Castletownbere. I 
was struggling with 
the weight on my back 
and to compound my 
misery, I encountered 
a local wit, Johnny 
Sheehan (long gone to 
his reward) who quipped 
“Lazarus, take up thy 
bed and walk”.
     When we boarded 
the Ierne, it was 
fairly calm but when 
we left the shelter 
of the harbour and 
were rounding the 
Dursey Sound, the sea 
conditions changed and 
we had to contend with 

BACK ON THE ROCKS

THE SKELLIG ROCKS 

Revisiting the iconic Skelligs in Kerry for 
his 70th birthday brought back many 
memories for John Dwyer, Cork West 
Branch, who found himself ‘on the rocks’ 
for most of 1966 during the construction 
of a new lighthouse, before joining An 
Garda Síochana two years later. 

Based in Castletownbere, the ‘SS Ierne’ served the south west coast lighthouses between 
1955 and 1971.
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THE SKELLIG ROCKS

a big rolling swell. This area is well known for its turbulence 
as it is where the Atlantic Ocean meets the Irish Sea. I got 
violently sea-sick which continued all the way for the next 
forty miles until I eventually left the ship. 
     When we reached the vicinity of the Skellig’s, we were 
informed the sea was too rough to land on the East Landing. 
We again had to board the smaller boat, which at times, 
was dwarfed by the huge swell in attempting to land on 
the South Landing. 
This consisted of a 
manually operated 
derrick which was 
stationed two 
hundred feet up 
from the water on a 
rock ledge in a cove. 
     We were plucked 
from the ‘cutter’ on 
a contraption called 
a Bosun’s Chair and 
hoisted the 200 feet 
to land beside the 
derrick. The Bosun’s 
Chair was a two-
foot piece of timber 
with a rope attached 
in the middle. We 
had to put the rope 
between our legs and sit on the piece of timber and pray!

GOING ON A BUNGEE JUMP!
Health and safety was non-existent in 1966. There was no 
safety harness and if we had the misfortune to let go of the 
rope, we were food for the crabs. I remember the derrick 
jammed while an occupant was suspended in mid-air. I can 
still remember the exact 
words he shouted when 
he realised, he was going 
nowhere in a hurry. 
     “Heave me up” he 
shouted, nothing happened. 
“Get me down” he roared. 
Again nothing happened. 
Then in desperation he 
shouted “Get me miles out 
of here”. Eventually the 
derrick operator sorted the 
problem and poor man was 
landed on ‘terra firma’ to his 
huge relief. 
     As dangerous as it was 
going on the rock from 
the cutter, it was far more 
dangerous leaving the 
rock. It was like going on 
a bungee jump (although I 
must admit I was never on 
one). The derrick operator, 
after lowering a man on the Aerial photo of building work I am the young shirtless 17-year-old facing the camera.

Bosun’s chair, had to contend with a moving target 200 feet 
below him, which was constantly bobbing about, to and fro, 
as the waves struck the cutter. 
     Sometimes, the misfortunate man ended up in the cold 
Atlantic Ocean. The secret of survival was to hold tight you 
would be hoisted up from the water soaked and miserable 
but thankfully alive. 
     Lighthouse keepers under their own regulations had 
to land and leave ‘the rock’ in full uniform including 
peaked white cap. When any of them went underwater, 
all you could see was the white cap floating in the waves 
so the guards were not the only ones governed by stupid 
regulations. 

THE LIGHTHOUSE DWELLING
I remember when I was recruit in Templemore, as I entered 
the swimming pool, a famous sergeant enquired why I 
wasn’t wearing my cap. When I informed him that I didn’t 
need it for swimming, he marched me across the square to 
fetch it. It reminded me of the poor lighthouse keepers and 
their floating caps!
     After landing on the Skelligs, I had to walk a long narrow 
path towards the lighthouse dwellings carrying my large 
bedbag on my back. I was now considerable weaker from 
the sea sickness and hungry from lack of food. I met a man 
coming against me steering a mechanical barrow and he 
completely ignored me. 
     I wondered why he had this attitude, but I later learned 
that this barrow was new to the rock and it was the first time 
it was used to carry supplies to the lighthouse. He acted so 
important as if he was driving a moon buggy.
     After arriving at the lighthouse, I was shown to my 
bedroom which consisted of three single iron beds and one 
wardrobe. There was plenty of room in the wardrobe as 
apart from working clothes we didn’t have much else to 
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About the Author: John O’Dwyer hails from 
Castletownbere in West Cork and joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1968. He served in Pearse Street, Beaufort, 
Killarney and Lauragh, Kenmare, before his retirement 
from An Garda Síochána in 2006, and now spends his 
time farming, shooting and playing bad golf. He is a 
member of the GSRMA Cork West Branch.

wear. I selected a corner bed and began to unpack. I must 
say the bed wasn’t made to Templemore standards and it 
wasn’t inspected in the morning but suffice to say I slept 
soundly on it.
     The following day was Sunday and was a rest day for us 
labourers. I woke up to a very lonely sound like dogs howling 
and crying. I knew I wasn’t suffering from the DT’s so I 
enquired and my fellow inmates pointed to a large number 
of seals basking on the rocks below the lighthouse. 
     They were making the most horrific sound I had ever 
heard. This was compounded by the sound of seagulls 
screeching and together it didn’t make for a very pleasant 
harmony to wake up to in the morning.

PHYSICAL ENDURANCE TEST
Monday morning, we reported for work at 9a.m. Before 
a new lighthouse could be built the old one had to be 
demolished and a fellow Castletownbere man, Pat Holland 
and I were handed two sledgehammers. 
     There was a long corridor of approximately 100 feet 
leading from the lighthouse dwellings to the tower with a 
reinforced concrete roof. We were given the arduous task of 
breaking down this roof with the sledges. 
     Now, I was used to hard work growing up on a small 
farm but belting with a sledge all day was a different kettle 
of fish. When we finished that evening, we were hardly able 
to walk. It was a tough introduction to our first days on the 
Skellig’s. I could go on about demolishing the old lighthouse 
and the building of the new tower with its 1,800,000 candle 
light power, but suffice to say that the work was extremely 
hard. 
     I became physically stronger from drawing buckets of 
concrete and working with a pick, shovel and sledgehammer 
daily. Another benefit was that I had my photograph taken 
while on the scaffolding by someone in a helicopter. I am the 
young shirtless 17-year-old facing the camera.

During a visit to the Skelligs on his 70th birthday, 
John is pictured with daughters Fiona, Marie, 
Sinead, Eimear and son Sean.

TIN CANS AND JAM JARS
Fresh food was delivered every fortnight when weather 
allowed but sometimes, we were overdue a delivery by three 
or four days in stormy weather. We had one fridge for about 
a dozen men and only stored meat in it. 
     Most of our food was from tins including the milk. Our 
loaves of bread went very stale after about a week and from 
the tenth day onwards mildew began to appear. We used 
to cut out the black spots and toast the rest so our slice of 
bread resembled a crossword puzzle with missing pieces.
     We had a new man cooking one day and after our meal, 
he put all the delph into a dish and asked what he would do 
with the dishes. It was obvious that he should wash them but 
one of the lads said in jest “feck them over the wall Johnny”. 
With that, Johnny rushed out the door and dumped all 
our delph over the wall into the Atlantic Ocean. We were 
drinking out of tin cans and jam jars for some time!

John Dwyer (aged 70).

BACK TO THE SKELLIGS
In all, I spent a total of nine months on Skellig Rock and also 
two months on Inishtearaght Rock. So, when Sgt Collins 
asked me what was I doing before I joined the Gardaí, all 
those years ago, I really was ‘on the Rocks’.
     I revisited the Skelligs for my 70th birthday with my 
daughters Fiona, Sinead, Eimear, Marie and son Sean. 
Margaret, my wife, waved us goodbye as we left for the 
Skelligs from the harbour in Portmagee. My other son 
Richard was on a world adventure at the time. 
     Suffice to say, as I descended the steep steps from 
the beehive huts, and looking out at the Atlantic Ocean 
hundreds of feet below me, I definitely wasn’t the same 
nimble person that had skipped up and down those steps 
over 50 years previously. 

THE SKELLIG ROCKS
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A credit union is similar to a commercial bank but is a 
member owned financial co-operative and operated on 

a not-for-profit basis. Banks are owned by shareholders and 
have a profit motive. 
     Credit unions provide services to members similar to the 
banks. Surveys have consistently shown higher satisfaction 
rates with credit unions over banks. Worldwide there 
are approximately 86,000 credit unions with 291 million 
members.
     The credit union model originated in Germany in the 
1850s and by the end of the 19th century had spread 
across much of Europe. They were inspired by co-operative 
successes in retail and the agricultural sector. 
     From their earliest days, credit unions offered savings and 
credit services, as well as payment and insurance services. 
They were also known as the ‘People’s Bank’, ‘Co-operative 
Bank’ and ‘Credit Association’. 

URBAN AND RURAL UNIONS
The first credit unions were opened in Germany by Hermann 
Schulze-Delitzsch. These were based on the values of self-
help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and 
solidarity. 
     Co-operative 
members believed in 
the ethical values of 
honesty, openness, 
social responsibility 
and caring for 
others. Schulze-
Delitzsch is credited 
with developing the 
bond of association 
(the common bond), 
which still forms the 
legal basis for credit 
unions today. 
     The credit unions 

founded by him were located in urban areas, serving traders, 
shop owners and artisans and relied on a commercial basis. 
     The first rural credit union was founded by Friedrich 
Wilhelm Raiffeisen in the 
village of Heddesdorf. His 
approach was similar to 
existing credit unions, but 
modified to take account the 
poorer conditions of rural 
members; many of whom 
did not have predictable 
incomes due to vagaries of 
weather and agricultural 
output, thereby making loan 
repayments difficult. 
     His approach addressed 
the unique problems of 
the rural community by 
exploiting the bonds of 
solidarity and deep Christian 
values in the typical village. 
Due to the lack of regular income in rural communities, 
credit union directors served in a voluntary capacity and only 
the cashier received a small payment. Priests, teachers and 
other educated villagers were often inspired to serve by the 
co-operative values.

EXPANSION ACROSS MAINLAND EUROPE
Credit unions began to expand outside Germany, and by 
the 1890s they had spread to other mainland European 
countries, India and in the early 1900s to Canada and the 
US.
     What became evident was the cost of processing a loan 
(the cost of managing ten loans of €100 is much greater 
than manging one loan of €1,000). Banks had a cut-off 
point below which they would not provide loans. 
     As many fell below this point and had few assets, they 
could not get a loan from a bank. To address this problem, 
the concept of the bond of association was introduced which 
brought people together. 
     It reduced the costs and risks of lending to people of 
good character with limited means and also strengthened 

UNCLE RAPHAEL & UNCLE 
PAUL AT YOUR SERVICE

GARDA CREDIT UNIONS

Two of the largest and most successful credit unions in Ireland are associated with 
An Garda Síochána – St Raphael’s was founded in 1964 while St Paul’s followed in 
1967. Most GSRMA members now hold membership of either or both of these credit 
unions, writes Dan Quill, Bray Branch. Here he outlines the foundation of the credit 
union movement, which first stated in Germany in the 19th century.

Hermann Schulze-Delitzsch 
opened the first urban credit 
unions in Germany.

The first rural credit union 
was founded by Friedrich 
Wilhelm Raiffeisen.
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local communities. Those who chose not to repay a loan 
faced social disgrace, sanctions in church and economic 
consequences like losses of opportunities to work. This gave 
us the ‘Common Bond’ which is applicable to all Credit 
Unions to this day.

IRISH CREDIT UNION MOVEMENT
The Irish Credit Union movement was founded by Nora 
Herlihy, a teacher based in Dublin, Seán Forde, an employee 
of Peter Kennedy Bakers and Séamus P. MacEoin, a Civil 
Servant working in Dublin. 
     They became aware of the levels of destitution while 
visiting the poor in Dublin. The first credit union was opened 
in Donore Avenue in 1958 followed by Clones in 1959 and 
then in Ballyphehane, Derry and the Civil Service Credit 
Union in 1960. 
     There are two types of credit union – (1) Community: 
where members all live or work in the same area (e.g., Bray 
Credit Union), and (2) Occupational: where all members are 
in the same profession (e.g., St Raphael’s or St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Unions). Credit unions are autonomous and operate 
under a voluntary board elected by their members.
     Each member, regardless of the size of their investment 
has one vote. Credit unions provide a variety of services such 
as share accounts, loans, current accounts, budget accounts, 
online banking. These services are provided to members, 
and the membership is confined to the common bond. St 
Raphael’s and St Paul’s also offer other services outside of the 
normal savings and loans.

LOAN PROTECTION INSURANCE
Loan Protection Insurance clears a member’s loan in the 
event of their death. Loan protection cover is provided free 
to members once certain criteria have been met. Should an 
account holder with an outstanding loan balance die, the 
loan balance is repaid in full and the member’s family are not 
obliged to pay the remaining balance. 
     Members can borrow knowing that their family will not 
have to repay an outstanding loan on death. Certain limits 
and provisions may apply and a declaration of health may be 
required to obtain loan protection cover. With St Raphael’s 
and St Paul’s cover ends at the age of 80 years. Here is a very 
important point: in the case of a joint account, the insurance 
only refers to the first-named member on the account. 
     Life Savings Insurance pays a benefit on top of a 
member’s shares at the time of death. It is paid for by the 

credit union. There is no additional cost to the member. It is 
an additional incentive to save regularly and maintain savings 
with the credit union. In the event of a member’s death, an 
insurance benefit is payable subject to a maximum payment 
of €12,700. 
     It is important to note that the maximum insurance cover 
of €12,700 can only be granted by having a minimum of 
€12,700 in a member’s share account before the age of 55, 
and maintaining that balance until death. 
     The insurance remains in force as long as you leave 
those savings with the credit union. Withdrawals may affect 
the amount payable. The benefit is also dependent on the 
member’s age and also on the date the lodgements were 
made into the share account: 
• 100% Cover: Funds lodged up to your 55th birthday
• 75% Cover: Funds lodged between your 55th and 59th 

birthday
• 50% Cover: Funds lodged between your 60th and 64th 

birthday
• 25% Cover: Funds lodged between your 65th and 70th 

birthday

There is provision for the discretionary payment of a 
Bereavement Grant by the Board of Directors of both St 
Raphael’s and St Paul’s Garda Credit Unions from credit union 
funds to support families at the time of bereavement on 
certain conditions:
• Death must be posted on ‘rip.ie’ website or in a national 

newspaper.
• The member must have been a member of the credit 

union for a period of 12 months prior to the date of 
death. 

• The member must have been an active member of the 
credit union – maintaining a balance of €300 at all times 
or by personally carrying out four transactions on their 
accounts in the 12 months prior to death.

• The member must have had no loans in arrears with the 
credit union at the date of death.

• St Paul’s stipulates that the deceased member must have 
joined before their 70th birthday, while St Raphael’s 
stipulates a member joining before their 50th Birthday.

NOMINATION DOCUMENT 
A nomination is a very important document and has serious 
relevance in the credit union context. A nomination transfers 
the property of the member to another person on death. The 
nomination can be changed at any time during the lifetime 
of the member. 
     A valid nomination covers all credit union savings up to 
€23,000. Any clearly identified person can be a nominee - it 
does not have to be next of kin. Where only one person is 
nominated, that person will be the sole beneficiary of your 
credit union property subject to the maximum permitted 
above and subject to the nomination rules. A nomination will 
supersede your will. 
     This is of benefit where a person dies without leaving 

GARDA CREDIT UNIONS

Bray Credit Union
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a will as the property left in the credit union, subject to 
the maximum amount transferrable, will not have to pass 
through the intestacy process which can be take some time. 
So, the maximum amount is €23,000. 
     Amounts in excess of this balance become part of the 
deceased member’s estate. If a member does not complete 
a nomination, the proceeds become part of their estate on 
their death and are dealt with in accordance with their Will 
or under the rules of intestacy if they make no will. 
     A member may revoke or vary their nomination at any 
time by making a new nomination. However, a nomination is 
not revocable or variable by the terms of the nominator’s will. 
A nomination is automatically revoked when the death of 
the nominee occurs before the 
death of the nominator. 
     In such case, the deceased’s 
property in the credit union 
will be dealt with as part of the 
overall estate of the deceased. 
     A nomination made at 
the time a member opens his 
account will be automatically 
revoked by a subsequent 
marriage and divorce does NOT revoke a nomination. A new 
Nomination Form should be completed after either of the 
above events, if desired. 
    The nominated property does not form part of a deceased 
person’s estate. Therefore, a payment made under a 
nomination does not affect a nominee’s entitlements under 
a will.

     An officer of the credit union cannot be a nominee, 
unless the nominator is a member of their family. If a 
member under 16 years of age dies, the proceeds of their 
account become part of their estate, or are dealt with under 
the small payments provision.
     The small payments provision is where no valid 
nomination exists and the amount in the deceased member’s 
account is under €15,000. 
     The credit union may distribute the deceased member’s 
property to such persons it deems to be entitled to it. Finally, 
in the case of a joint account and by virtue of the right 
of survivorship, the account becomes the property of the 
remaining party or parties to the account.
     I hope you found this article interesting and useful as 
a guide only. Credit unions in Ireland are regulated and 
supervised by the Central Bank of Ireland and they operate in 
accordance with the Credit Union Acts.

EMAIL:
enquiries@straphaelscu.ie 

PHONE:
0818 247 365 or 01 4273900 

WEB:
www.straphaelscu.ie
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Loan
24 Hour Approval
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4.25% Variable (4.33% APR*)

Representative Example
A typical €30,000 five year loan with a variable interest rate of 4.25% and 4.33% APR (Annual Percentage Rate), where the APR does not vary during the term, would have monthly repayments of €555.89 and the total cost of credit (the total amount repayable less the amount of the 
loan) would be €3,353.20. Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Credit is only available to persons aged 18 and over. Loans are subject to repayment capacity and financial status. Security may be required. Loans can be repaid weekly, fortnightly or monthly. Rates and repay-
ments are correct as at February 2020. St. Raphael’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. *APR means annual percentage rate.

Warning - If you do not meet the repayments on your credit agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.

About the Author: Dan Quill is from Barleymount, 
Fossa in Killarney and joined An Garda Síochána in 
1969, and following a period in Bray he served in 
Muff, Dun Laoghaire and Pearse Street. Dan retired 
from Pearse St Station in 2005 and is an active 
member of the GSRMA Bray Branch. He is currently 
in his fourth term as Chairman of Bray Credit Union 
and has been deeply involved in the credit union 
movement for many years.
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Much like everyone else during these 
unprecedented times, I took to clearing 

out boxes which were in presses for decades. 
I planned to sort and dispose of much of the 
accumulated rubbish! However, of course, 
easier said than done! 
 True to form, I began with enthusiasm, 
creating piles – to keep, to put in albums or 
to dump. Overall, I seemed to have simply 
moved things from one spot to another. But 
there were moments when my memory was 
jolted and events came flooding back. A 
photograph, a letter, an article…….
 One such moment was the picture taken 
at Dublin Airport in 1976. Princess Grace of 
Monaco was in Dublin to appear for one night 
only at the Dublin Theatre Festival. I escorted 
Princess Grace from the VIP arrivals to her car. 
As I looked at the photo, I admired again her 
renowned beauty and smiled at the memory 
of that gracious beautiful princess and the few 
words that passed between us.
 I thought no more of it and put it back in 
the box. Then on Friday 5 February 2021, with 
half an ear to ‘Today with Claire Byrne’, my 
antenna picked up at the mention of Princess 
Grace. I was a bit out of my depth as the 
discussion was on film costumes.

THE ‘HIGH SOCIETY’ DRESS
There was particular mention of the beautiful 
dresses worn by Grace Kelly in the movie 
‘High Society’, which were designed by Helen 

PRINCESS GRACE OF MONACO

MEMORABLE DUTY 
OF ESCORTING 

THE PRINCESS OF 
MONACO 

Matt Cosgrave, Dublin North Branch, fondly recalls that memorable visit of Princess Grace 
of Monaco to Ireland back in 1976, when as a young Sergeant, he was assigned the duty 
of escorting the gracious and elegant princess from the VIP lounge at Dublin Airport to her 
official car. 

Princess Grace of Monaco pictured on her arrival to Ireland in 1976, 
with Matt Cosgrove to her left in the background. He was a young 
Sergeant on duty that day, and assigned to escort the princess from 
Dublin Airport’s VIP lounge to her official car.
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Rose. Helen was a prolific Hollywood designer, not just 
for the silver screen but she also created outfits for the 
personal lives of the stars. In fact, Helen Rose designed 
Grace’s wedding dress for her wedding to Prince Rainier, 
Crown Prince of Monaco in 1956.
 This iconic dress is now owned by Newbridge 
Silverware and is on display in their Museum of Style Icons 
along with another of her outfits — a green sleeveless 
dress with matching bolero and hat, which she wore in 
1961 on an official visit to her ancestral home in Ireland in 
1961 with her husband, Prince Rainier.
 However, back to my little encounter with the 
beautiful princess. In 1976, when she paid a visit to 
Ireland, I was the young Sergeant on duty at the VIP 
lounge at the airport. The princess was escorted from the 
plane to the VIP lounge where I met her. It was my duty to 
escort her from the VIP lounge to her official car. 
 Protocol determined that there should be no 
interaction. However, it was clear Princess Grace was 
relaxed and happy to be in Ireland. As we headed towards 
her car, she stated how excited she was about her 
ancestral home in Mayo, which she purchased that year. 
 She inquired as to where in Ireland I was from and 
on hearing Connemara she exclaimed “how lucky you 
are to have grown up in the West of Ireland”. It was a 
brief encounter; nonetheless her presence and beauty 
captivated the young Sergeant that day!

A GOOD FRIEND TO IRELAND
Princess Grace was a good friend to Ireland. She was 
interested in her roots and bought the old family 
homestead in Drimurla, Co. Mayo from where her 
grandfather had emigrated to Philadelphia in 1887.

 John Peter Kelly had established a construction firm 
and made his family’s fortune there. Grace planned to 
build a holiday home on the site but her plans never 
materialised and the site is now derelict. 
 She was a patron of Crumlin Children’s Hospital which 
she visited during her 1961 trip to Ireland. She was keenly 
interested in Ireland and supported the arts and creative 
fields through the Princess Grace Foundation, established 
in 1964 in Monaco, dedicated to the arts, culture and to 
humanitarian activities for children.
 Following her untimely death, Prince Rainier 
established the Princess Grace Irish Library in Monaco 
as a tribute to the attachment his wife felt for her Irish 
origins. In 2011, her son Prince Albert announced the 
establishment of the Princess Grace Research Fellowship 
with Trinity College Dublin. And so her legacy lives on….

PRINCESS GRACE OF MONACO

About the Author: Matt Cosgrave hails from 
Carna in the heart of the Connemara Gaeltacht 
and joined An Garda Síochána in 1959. Matt 
served all his service in the DMA with the 
exception of one year’s service in Cahir, Co. 
Tipperary as a Superintendent. Matt also served 
with the UN in Cyprus n 1995/96. He retired in 
1997 from Fitzgibbon Street.  
    He is active in the local branch of the GSRMA 
and is a former President of the GSRMA. Matt 
enjoys current affairs, reading, music and 
travelling and is always happiest when travelling 
in his native Connemara.

Princess Grace and her husband Prince Rainier were accompanied by the clergy and members of An Garda Síochána 
during a visit to her ancestral home in Drimurla, Co. Mayo in 1961. (Photo courtesy of www.irishphotoarchive.ie).
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The station was a rented building and was in poor 
repair. The only modern thing that you could say 

about the building was that it had a running water supply 
– on a wet day the water ran in the front door and out 
the back door! 
 I was on my own in the station and, as they say in the 
west of Ireland, ‘last man out close the door – first man 
home put on the fire’ but in the case of Mountbolus the 
door stayed closed and the fire was never lit.

SOME OLD TIME 
LAW 

Many years ago, while stationed at Mountbolus Garda Station in Co. Offaly, Michael 
Dalton, Offaly Branch, received notification that the station was to close while awaiting the 
construction of a new one. On clearing out the old station, he came across some ‘Saorstat 
Eireann Acts’ (1923-1939) and put them in safe keeping until he came across this bundle of 
history during a recent spring clean. 

The ‘Saorstat Eireann Act’ dated from 1923, on the 
formation of the new Government.

 It was my job to clear out the old station. On 
consigning loads of old stationery to the rubbish heap, 
I found a bundle of old ‘Saorstat Eireann Acts’ of the 
new Government, covering 1923 to 1939. They were 
tied together with a length of string and, in fact, some 
conscientious Garda had stitched some of them together 
with thread. 
 I decided to spare them from a bonfire at a future 
date. Having had a good look at all the Acts in the bundle, 
it seems that from the 1920s to the 1940s, An Garda 
Síochána had enforced the authority in many of the Acts 
including Fisheries, School Attendance, Betting, Forestry 
etc…so if crime was scarce in those days there was still 
plenty of work for the boys in blue to do!

BUNDLE OF HISTORY LOCKED AWAY
There they rested in an old locker until recently I was again 
doing a bit of spring cleaning when I found my bundle of 
history. In all, there were 28 Acts and they seemed to have 
travelled the country with some Garda.
 At different times he seemed to have been stationed 
in Counties Mayo, Roscommon, Offaly and for a good 
number of years in Donegal. The oldest of the Acts caught 
my eye – The District Justices (Temporary Provision) Act 
1923, which came into force on 27 March 1923.
 There was a foreword to the Act which stated that the 
Act was to make temporary provision for the appointment 
of District Justices to hold Courts of Summary Jurisdiction 
and to make alterations in the Law relating to Courts. 
 As the appointment of Judges and District Justices is 
a topical subject at the moment, I decided to have a look 
down through the Act and see how things were done back 
then.

SECTIONS SET DOWN THE LAW
Section 1 set out: “It shall be lawful for the Governor 
General of the Irish Free State on the advice of the 
Executive Council to appoint fit and proper persons being 
Barristers in Law in Saorstat Eireann of at least two 

SAORSTAT EIREANN ACTS
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SAORSTAT EIREANN ACTS

years standing or Solicitors of the Supreme Court to be 
Magistrates with the title District Justice.”
 Sub-Section 2 is interesting as it set out the law for 

From a policing point of view, Section 7 authorised by 
law that all matters which were carried out by an RIC 
Inspector, Sergeant or Constable would now be legally 
performed by an Inspector, Sergeant or Guard of the Civic 
Guard.

About the Author: A committee member of 
the Offaly Branch, Mick Dalton is originally from 
Roscommon and joined An Garda Síochána in 
1963. He served mainly in the Laois and Offaly areas 
during his service.
 Michael took to writing the history of An 
Garda Síochána in the Tullamore District after his 
retirement, which is now in print. He states that “if 
history is not recorded, it is gone forever”. Michael 
is currently assisting the GSRMA in its oral history 
project on the first one hundred years of An Garda 
Síochána.

the dismissal of a 
District Justice. He 
could be dismissed at 
the pleasure of the 
Governor General of 
the Irish Free State 
on the advice of the 
Executive Council (No 
mention of a Minister 
or a politician even 
though they were 
probably involved in the 
Executive Council). 
    Section 2 set out 
the powers of a 
District Justice which 
were to be the same 
powers, jurisdiction and 
authority, which prior to 
6 December 1922 were 
vested in the Justice of 
the Peace siting in the 
Petty Sessions (English 
Law). Section 3 gave 
power to the Minister 
to set up new Court 
Areas.

 Section 7 is interesting from a policing point of view. It 
authorised by law that all matters which were carried out 
by an Inspector, Sergeant or Constable of the RIC would 
now be legally performed by an Inspector, Sergeant or 
Guard of the Civic Guard – before the name of the force 
was changed to An Garda Síochana. 
     Section 9 confirmed the appointment of 27 District 
Justices and they were all named in the Third Schedule.
 The Act was to remain in force for one year. We are 
talking about matters of law which occurred nearly one 
hundred years ago. They kept it simple and did pretty 
well!

‘Sub-Section 2’ set out the law for the dismissal of a District Justice; he could be 
dismissed at the pleasure of the Governor General of the Irish Free State on the advice 
of the Executive Council (No mention of a Minister or a politician even though they 
were probably involved in the Executive Council). 
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Just to let make you aware of who this man is, in case you 
are not aware. He was born Francesco Forgioneon on 25 

May 1887 in Pietrelcina, Italy. He entered the Capuchin Friars 
Manor at the age of 15, and was given the name Pio or Pius. 
Three years later he professed solemn vows of service and 
was later ordained a priest in 1910.
     He died on 23 September 1968, and was beatified in 
1998. He was canonised a Saint on 16 June 2002 by the late 
Pope John Paul II (now also a Saint – Saint John Paul II). He 
is now known as Saint Pio of Pietrelcina. Forty years after 
his death his body was exhumed from his grave in March 
2008. The exhumation follows the Roman Catholic Church’s 
standard practice on remains of saints for checking and for 
veneration as relics.

WHO IS SAINT PIO OF 
PIETRELCINA?

Padre Pio, who was beatified in 1998, was canonised a Saint on 16 June 2002 
by the late Pope John Paul II (who is now also a Saint – Saint John Paul II). The St 
Pio Office in Dublin has been run by Eileen Maguire (widow of a retired member 
Gerry Maguire) for many years. writes Willie McGee, Kildare North Branch.

     The St Pio Office had been 
run in Dufferin Ave, South 
Circular Road by Mrs Eileen 
Maguire for a long number of 
years. Eileen is the widow of a 
retired member Gerry Maguire, 
who served as a Detective 
Sergeant in Store Street and 
Kevin Street. Their office has 
now been moved to Church 
Street. Dublin 7. Visit their 
website www.padrepio.ie.
 On the second Tuesday 
of every month, a special 
service is held in Castleisland 
Church in Co. Kerry at 7.30 pm to honour St. Pio and 
to acknowledge successful intercessions recorded from 
devotions to him, and can be viewed by logging into 
Castleisland Church Webcam.
     Having been struck with a serious stroke in November 
2015 from which I was badly paralyzed on my left side, 
I was fortunate to embark on a rehabilitation course of 
occupational and physical therapy together with speech and 
language therapy, all which helped me return to some kind 
of normality. Stroke can be classified as a brain attack which 
leaves one’s mental capacity affected.
     Having succeeded in turning the corner towards some 
degree of normality and being aware of some miraculous 
intercessions by Saint Pio, my faith kicked in with my 
devotion to him while I was in hospital. 
     His glove was brought in to me, and from my belief 
in him, I’m convinced it kick-started my recovery. I had 
personally been aware of successful interventions with relics 
from the Saint which also involved some members of the 
GSRMA.

About the Author: Willie McGee joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1966 and served in Pearse Street, CTF, 
Kilmainham and Ballyfermot. He also headed up the 
first Anti-Racketeering Unit in Garda HQ. Willie retired 
in 2002 as Detective Superintendent in the Garda 
Bureau for Fraud Investigation.

“I’m convinced St Pio’s glove kick-started my 
recovery” - Willie McGee.

SAINT PADRE PIO
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Some of the more 
enjoyable occasions, 

when they occur, are 
the visits by the Liam 
McCarthy or the Sam 
Maguire Cups to Garda 
stations, and even better 
in the days following All-
Ireland victory.
 ‘Liam’ was first 
presented to Limerick on 
their All-Ireland Win in 
1921 and ‘Sam’ to Kildare 
in 1928. Even if you 
come from a county that 
never won an All-Ireland 
at senior level, there is 
something magical and 
intriguing about the 
effort, commitment and 
endeavour required to 
gain such prestigious 
trophies. 
 Another trophy which 
this country is familiar 
with is the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup. First run in 
1924 over fences, the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
Race dates back to 1819, when it was originally a flat race.
 Despite some reservations on the morality of sports 
betting, there is something in the Irish psyche that a foal 
from humble beginnings could go on to win a big race like 
the Gold Cup in the future. That is the dream. 
 After all, the first steeplechase was run in 1752 in North 
Cork between the steeples of the churches of Buttevant, and 
Doneraile, hence the word Steeplechase!

ARRIVAL OF WEST CORK ENTOURAGE
On Thursday 14 March 1996, a horse called ‘Imperial Call’ 
won what was then the Tote Cheltenham Gold Cup at 
odds of 9/2. The horse was owned by Bobby Blackwell from 
Lisselan Estates Ltd near Clonakilty in West Cork, trained by 
Fergie Sutherland in Coachford, Co. Cork, and ridden by 
Conor O’ Dwyer. The Cup was presented to Sarah Lane, 

AN IMPERIAL 
CALL

One trophy with which this country is very familiar is the Cheltenham Gold Cup, writes Oliver 
O’Dwyer, Cork West Branch, and he recounts the major celebrations which followed the 
arrival of the Gold Cup to West Cork after that famous win by ‘Imperial Call’ in 1996.

Sarah Lane, Manageress of Lisselan Estates Ltd, surprised Garda Mick Nyhan, Station 
Orderly, when she turned up at the station to inform him that she had found the cup at 
South Main Street and would he have any idea who owned it!

SHORT STORY
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Manageress of Lisselan Estates Ltd.
  The next day the Gold Cup and its entourage from West 
Cork arrived back into Cork Airport, where a reception was 
held. Gardaí Billy McGarry and Pat McCarthy were detailed 
to escort the cup and a fleet of buses with patrons from all 
over West Cork to its destination near Clonakilty. Pat was our 
horse expert – he ploughed with them on Valentia Island as a 
young fellow! I was to join them in Bandon.
 The first stop on the way home was in Francie Barrett’s 
pub in Innishannon. It was then onto Market Street in 
Bandon to Seanie and Lilly Hurley’s – the Cinema Bar. It was 

SHORT STORY

Seanie Hurley pictured with the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
outside ‘Seanie & Lilly’s’ – the Cinema Bar on Bandon’s 
Market Street. It was better known as the Clonakilty 
Embassy in Bandon after Seanie – a proud ‘Clon’ man. 

About the Author: Oliver O’Dwyer is a member of 
the Cork West Branch and hails from St. Mullins, Co. 
Carlow. He joined An Garda Síochána in 1977 and 
served in Bandon, Co. Cork. Oliver retired in March 
2008 and now enjoys gardening (vegetables not 
flowers), history and still keeps an ‘odd eye’ on the 
Cheltenham Festival every March.

Sarah Lane pictured at the station with (l-r) Garda Noel O’Connor, Sgt Pat 
Cadogan, D/Garda Jim Fitzgerald, Garda Pat McCarthy, D/Sgt Maurice 
Walsh, Garda Tim O’Donovan, Garda Oliver O’Dwyer and D/Garda Jim 
O’Riordan.

better known as the Clonakilty Embassy in 
Bandon after Seanie – a proud Clon man. 
An evening of music and song was in full 
swing.

FAMOUS STATION ‘VISITOR’ 
On this unique occasion there was perhaps 
an opportunity to entice the famous ‘visitor’ 
to the station. Being the loft of a bowl from 
the Cinema Bar, it seemed appropriate. The 
first nomination for such a task was Mick 
O’Neill. 
 Celebrations had, however, cost him his 
voice so an alternative had to be found. 
Luckily, Sarah Lane very kindly agreed to 
bring the cup over – once it had been 
retrieved from the packed pub. 
 Garda Mick Nyhan was Station Orderly and 
we figured as he had not commenced duty 
until a short time previously, he probably 
would not be aware of the famous ‘visitor’ 
in town. We asked Sarah to enter the 
station, while we remained at the door, and 
to inform Mick that she had found ‘this’ at 
South Main Street and would he have any 
idea who owned it?

Sarah played a blinder and true to form, Mick picked up the 
cup like it was tea mug in a quarry canteen and then yelled 
in complete surprise ’JAYPERS, de Cheltenham Gold Cup!’ 

‘PIT-STOPS’ ALONG THE WAY
There was time to take a photo of members present in the 
station and then back to Seanie’s before heading to the next 
stop further west. 
 On arriving at Ballinascarthy, a huge crowd had gathered. 
There was bonfires glowing on all approach roads and 
everyone was in high spirits. As the song goes, it’s not every 
day a Gold Cup arrives here. 
 There were visits to the Henry Ford Tavern and the 
Whistle Inn, before parking for the night at Noel Phairs in 
Shannonvale, where the music and songs continued. 
 It’s been 25 years since and sadly some of those famous 
establishments mentioned have since closed their doors – 
still, they were ‘different days and happier days’.
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Sometimes ideas of things you would like to do come into 
the head but they may have to wait until this dreadful 

pandemic passes and life gets back to some sort of normality.
 During the last century when I attended primary school in 
New Inn, just outside Cork City, we learned of the towns of 
various counties from a big map of Ireland at the front of the 
classroom, covered with red dots. 
 The towns of Co. Clare always stuck with me for some 
reason, perhaps because they sounded so musical – Ennis, 
Kilrush, Kilkee, Kilaloe, Kilfenora, Lisdoonvarna, Miltown 
Malbay and Scariff. 
 I must seek advice from the Clare Branch about a route 

ONE MAN AND 
HIS DOG – ‘CLARE’ 

REFLECTIONS
Bringing the dog for a walk in the park 
every day gives a man plenty of time for 
thinking, as past memories usually spring 
to mind from various experiences inside 
and outside the job, according to Michael 
O’Driscoll, Carlow Branch. He has always 
had a fondness to visit the towns in County 
Clare, and aims to map out a route to do 
so.

from which to visit each of these 
towns in succession and have a 
drink or a cup of coffee in each 
one. I would then have a picture in 
my mind for evermore as to what 
these Clare towns look like.

RELATIVES FROM WEST CORK 
My mother is a ‘Lucey’ from Baile 
Bhuirne in lovely West Cork. 
West of the village up a hill lies St 
Gobnait’s Cemetery where many 
of my relatives are buried. 
 Also buried there in close 
proximity to one other are three famous men – the composer 
Sean O’Riada and the poets Sean Ó’Riordáin and Liam 
O’Muirithile. 
 On my daily walks, an idea came to me when visiting my 
relatives’ graves; wouldn’t it nice to sing a hymn composed 
by O’Riada at his graveside and likewise to recite a poem by 
each poet at their graves. 

Seachtain le Seán Ó Riordáin (1916-77)
Dé Luain do thionscain gaoth,
Dé Máirt seordán san aer,
Céadaoin ag caoi ar ghéig,
Déardaoin trí dhaoine shéid,
Dé hAoine ag caoineadh léi,
Dé Sathairn i mbaclainn na ngaoth,
Ach Dé Domhnaigh do cheansaigh
Mac Dé na tonntracha is an ghaoth,
Is bhí an Domhnach séimh,
Mar bhí lucht Aifrinn ag teacht thar farraige ón mBlascaod.

It could be next year sometime before I can carry out these 
plans. In the meantime, I am gathering the poems and God 
knows what other plans might enter my mind on the daily 
walks!

About the Author: Michael O’Driscoll, Carlow Branch 
Secretary, joined An Garda Síochána in 1980 and served in 
Carlow, Hollywood, Baltinglass, Cyprus and Tullow. He retired 
in 2011 and now lives in Carlow with his family.  He enjoys 
watching soccer and supporting Everton as well as cooking, 
reading and, of course, walking the dog!

SHORT STORY
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I think subconsciously our lives, like the recruits, were ruled 
by the Depot. Training began at nine in the morning and 

soon marching music would reach the houses, reverberating 
through the rooms as we went about our daily lives.  
 At school, once I heard the cavalcade of motorbikes pass 
by, I knew it was soon time for lunch. Even ‘Joey’ our budgie 
would start to chirp as he knew my father would soon return 
for dinner. Breakfast at eight, dinner at one and tea at five-
thirty. 
 Part and parcel of being a Garda child was the inevitable 
bullying one encountered both in school and on the street, 
so to have a whole street of kids from the same background 
was a bonus. Gangs that were formed, the places we were 
forbidden to go to, like the black castle, where we would 
dare each other to walk around the crumbling ramparts. 
     We dared each other to enter the Protestant Church, 
convinced for months after that we were bound for hell 
for doing such a thing. The pool in the park, which we 
were strictly forbidden to enter, and for once even I obeyed 
my mother, Sinead, as it was never cleaned, or the water 
changed.  Eventually they opened the Garda Pool at 
weekends to families and that is where I learnt to swim.

MEMORIES OF TEMPLEMORE 
IN THE 1960s 

Anne McGennis says it’s hard to believe that over 57 years have passed since 
Templemore opened its gates as the new Garda Training Depot. Her family 
was one of the first to transfer to the Tipperary town and she recalls that their 
new house was heaven, compared to the rat-infested house in which they had 
previously resided.

ARRIVAL OF NEW RECRUITS
It was funny to watch the recruits arrive, struggling down 
from the station over a Sunday. Hair around the collar, shorn 
away to a ‘short back and sides’ within 24 hours. Over the 
coming weeks, their posture changed and their confidence 
developed.
     In the evening they ran past our house to be back 
before curfew. Every Sunday, they marched up to Mass to 
endure (at least for me) the long often repeated ramblings 
of Canon Fogarty. The same man had the most amazing 
car, upholstered in red and in which I would cadge a lift 
whenever possible. I would sit on that back seat in the lap 
of luxury and wave at my friends as they ran past the car on 
their way home for dinner, and yes it was quicker to walk.
     I remember my music teacher and her sister – the two 
‘Miss Worthings’ – who lived in a beautiful old house just 
outside the Depot walls; both left over from a different era. 
She used to tell me stories of how the officers from the 
Depot would visit and the parties her parents would have in 

New Recruits Passing Out Parade at Garda Training 
Centre.

 Garda fleet of cars at Training Centre.

SHORT STORY
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About the Author: Anne McGennis is the daughter 
of Patrick McGennis who served in Templemore 
from 1964 to 1970, and ended his career at Garda 
HQ in the Phoenix Park. Anne now lives in Bray, 
Co. Wicklow and fondly remembers growing up in 
Templemore as the town grew with the opening of 
the Garda Training Centre in 1964.

SHORT STORY

the house. 
     When going down the garden path, I would gaze up 
at the covered window above the door, reputed to be her 
parents’ bedroom and where they died, thereafter the room 
was locked. 
     Polly lived closer to the gates, she sold only bottles of 
Guinness and sweets. As children we could go in with a 
penny and come out with a paper cone filled with a medley 
of sweets, bullseye, bonbons, blackjack all various colours. All 
guaranteed to destroy your teeth!

JUNIOR SCHOOL DAYS
School was a mixed affair, I had some very good teachers 
and then there was ‘Smuts’, a teacher of the third class, a 
reigning terror of the junior school. The various techniques 
she had for inflicting pain were second to none too 

numerous to relate here, but even after 50 years, I remember 
her. And then there was my best friend in school, her name 
was Eucharia Stapleton.
     The ‘Man from UNCLE’ series was on television at that 
time, and as we walked home from school together, and 
she would tell me stories about how she was in contact with 
them. She once showed me a pen that allegedly contained a 

radio that she used to contact the agents with. One time she 
called ‘Napolean Solo’ who told her they were busy chasing 
some Russian agents and he would call her back. I swallowed 
it all hook line and sinker.
     There were some social outlets at the Depot, a film was 
shown in the hall on a Saturday evening. I remember my 
parents getting dressed up for black-tie events. My father so 
smart and my mother in a beautiful dress.
     After six years in Templemore, we were transferred again. 
It was the longest time we ever spent in one town and I can 
safely say my happiest. I still remember the names of families 
and friends from that time and sometimes wonder what 
happened to them. Enda Shepherd, Helen Donovan, families 
of the Murphy, Collins, Wall, Barrett etc…  
     I am now in my sixties, still find it difficult to stay 
anywhere longer than eight years even after all this time. 
Maybe I look back with rose tinted glasses, but I suspect not.

New recruits arriving at the gates during the 1960s.

Garda explains what’s on and what’s off limits for 
new recruits!

Iconic Town Hall building in Templemore (image 
courtesy of Tuatha Corca Teine – Templemore 
Community Notice Board)
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Back in the days, there was an elderly woman living in 
a border sub-district that shall remain nameless. The 

woman in question was 84 years of age and lived alone in a 
very isolated wee house near the border. She was as near to 
being blind as made no difference. She could only walk with 
some difficulty and her house bore the untidy hallmarks of a 
lifetime of hoarding. 
     Criminals got the notion that she might have had money 
and decided to pay her a visit. At Garda shift changing time 
one cold March night, the robbers forced their way into her 
house. They rolled her up in the bed mattress and proceeded 
to ransack the place looking for money.   
     It was generally agreed that the burglary would have 
been a terrible ordeal for an able-bodied man living in such 
austere isolation never mind a feeble old lady. It wasn’t long 
before the question of her going into a nice warm, cosy old 
folks’ home (where she would be waited upon hand and 
foot) was put to her. She was having none of it, “This is my 
home and I will see out the rest of my days in this world 
here,” she insisted.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
One day, while on her way home from collecting her 
pension, the old lady slipped and fell on the road where 
she lay until a Good Samaritan came along and picked her 
up. The result was that she no longer felt safe venturing 
into town to collect her pension on Fridays – so, the local 
Gardaí were called upon to do the needful. Needless to 
say, as always, the Guards stepped into the breach without 
question.   
     Eventually, my turn to collect the old lady’s pension came 
around. The amount due was £47.50. I collected the pension 
book from the house and headed off to the post office in 
town with strict instructions to make sure that I got 47 one-
punt-notes and a 50 pence coin.  
     You see, with her failing sight, the old lady couldn’t 
distinguish between the different currency notes. In order 
to be sure that she wasn’t paying too much to the travelling 
shop driver, the coalman, the breadman or the milkman, she 
needed to have only single punt notes.
     When I arrived at the post office the fellow behind the 
counter knew all about the old lady but wouldn’t hand out 

MANY FORMS OF 
POLICEWORK

Old people can be very stubborn and independent, writes Eugene Cassidy, 
Cavan Branch. Here he relates his story of coming to the rescue of a feeble 
elderly woman who lived alone in a small isolated house near the border, by 
collecting her weekly pension from the local town’s post office.

the money because she hadn’t signed her pension book. He 
confided to me that somebody would have to sign her name 
on the book and suggested that I should be that someone. 
     Now, I abhorred that kind of messing. However, I knew 
that the poor old lady had been getting her social worker to 
sign the pension book for her and that there would be no 
point in me returning to her with it because she wouldn’t be 
able to see it.  

AN ACT OF STUBBORN INDEPENDENCE
After much procrastination and soul-searching, I finally 
made an illegible scribble at the appropriate place under 
the watchful eye of the clerk who then intriguingly leaned 
forward and whispered confidentially, 
     “Strictly speaking, it’s not right, but you are not going to 
run away with the money, are you?” A chill of apprehension 
shivered up my spine, into my shoulders and through the 
base of my neck causing a waxy pop inside my ears. 
     When I returned with the pension money, I was glad to 

The old lady no longer felt safe venturing into 
town to collect her pension on Fridays – so, the 
local Gardaí were called upon to do the needful. 

SHORT STORY
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The woman lived alone in a very isolated wee house 
near the border.

see the social worker sitting by the fireside; at least I’d have 
a witness to the fact that I returned to the old lady with the 
correct amount of money. 
     I carefully counted out the 47 punts and 50 pence – 

then, in one last act of stubborn independence, the old lady 
clenched her surprisingly strong hand around my wrist and 
wouldn’t let go until she had forced a two-punt tip upon me 
for helping her out.  
     There was absolutely no way that I was going to accept 
such a tip for doing an errand of mercy – so, I winked at the 
social worker and quietly slipped the two punts back into 
the bundle again. When I got back to the patrol car, I took 
a deep breath, heaved a sigh of relief and headed off to the 
next call.

About the Author: Eugene Cassidy is a member of the 
Cavan Branch. He joined An Garda Síochána in 1974, 
and served in Swanlinbar, Dalkey, Dromad and finally 
Ballyconnell, before he retired in 2005. He has written 
short stories for ‘Ireland’s Own’, ‘Ireland’s Eye’ and the 
‘Irish Examiner’. 
    Prior to joining An Garda Síochána, he installed 
telephones for two years and following his Garda 
service, he studied and became an adult tutor and 
lectured on the topics of Computer Skills, Irish and 
Literacy. He resides on what he describes as a ‘poor’ 
farm in West Cavan with his wife Marina.
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Having first originated in Wuhan, China during the 
latter-part of 2019, unfortunately the virus had 

spread from there before the world was alerted to its 
deadly danger, especially to the aged and vulnerable 
members of our communities.
 The World Health Organisation (WHO) declared it a 
pandemic on 11 March 2020. ¹By this time, cases of the 
virus were being reported from most parts of the world 
– spread unwittingly by people who were carrying the 

virus. From then onwards, most countries were putting a 
restriction on travel in an effort to curb its spread. 
 Scientists worldwide moved rapidly into action seeking 
an antidote to this deadly virus. Vaccines are only made 
available to the general public having undergone rigorous 
testing, including trials involving thousands of people 
to prove its efficacy and to make sure that there is no 
adverse reaction to the vaccine. 
 Once it is developed, it then needs to be reviewed 

WELFARE COMMITTEE REPORT

MAKE VACCINATIONS 
AGAINST THE VIRUS COUNT

Many of us will have had the vaccine by now to protect us from the dreaded Covid-19 
virus, according to Frank Fitzpatrick, GSRMA Welfare Committee, and based on 
information circulated about Covid 19, he says that we will only return to our normal 
way of life by continuing to follow public health guidelines.

It may be necessary 
to get a booster jab 
in the future to ward 
off other variants of 
the virus that may 
have developed – if 
current vaccines 
are found to be 
ineffective against 
future mutations. 
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by scientists from different agencies 
around the world before it is given 
approval for release onto the open 
market. Two of these agencies are the 
Centres for Disease Control (CDC) in 
America and the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA). 
 The EMA approved the use of 
all four vaccines currently in use in 
Ireland during the middle of April 
2021 – Pfizer BioNTech, Astra-Zeneca, 
Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson/
Janssen.

VACCINES TO COMBAT VIRUSES
Some people were worried about the 
speed that these vaccines had been 
developed. However, scientists across 
the world have been dealing with 
outbreaks of deadly viral infections 
for many years and have, in time, 
managed to develop suitable vaccines 
or anti-viral drugs to help combat 
these viruses. 
 Viral diseases such as Influenza, 
HIV, SARS 1, Ebola and other deadly 
infections have been brought under 
control by vaccines, which have 
saved millions of lives each year. No 

one is immune to viral infections. 
Collectively, scientists have been 
working on known viruses for a long 
time.
 Vaccines introduce molecules into 
the body. These train the immune 
system to recognise the virus and to 
create antibodies.  ²These antibodies 
help the immune system fight the 
infection should one contract the 
disease itself. 
 The Pfizer BioNTech and Moderna 
vaccines introduce a molecule called 
messenger RNA (mRNA) which 
produces a spike protein from the 
SARS-COV-2 virus into the body and 
causes it to develop the antibodies 
which in turn activates T-cells (white 
blood cells) to fight against infection³.  
It does not contain the virus itself and 
cannot cause Covid 19. Meanwhile 
the Astra-Zeneca and Johnson & 
Johnson/Janssen vaccines use a 
different agent called an adenovirus 
to create their vaccine, which gives 
similar results.  
 Vaccines do not prevent people 
from getting the virus, but they 
reduce the risk of it becoming a 

serious illness as the antibodies 
developed from vaccination fight the 
infection. 

Here are some key things to know:
• COVID-19 vaccines are deemed 
safe and effective by the WHO and 
the CDC/EMA.
• You may have side effects after 
vaccination, these are normal. It is 
sign that the body is building up 
resistance to infection.
• It typically takes two weeks after 
you are fully vaccinated for the body 
to build protection (immunity) against 
the virus that causes COVID-19.
• COVID-19 vaccines are now 
increasingly more widely accessible. 
• Everyone 16 years and over is 
eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination. 
• People who have been fully 
vaccinated can start to do some 
things that they had stopped doing 
due to the pandemic⁴. 

The development of the vaccines 
is of primary importance. It may be 
necessary to get a booster jab in the 
future to ward off other variants of 

Ireland appears to be one of the better countries in which to live during this pandemic, with every effort being made to 
protect us from the ravages of this virus.
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the virus that may have developed – if 
the current vaccines are found to be 
ineffective against future mutations. 
There is also the possibility that it may 
need to be given annually. ⁵It is in 
everybody’s interest to help suppress 
the spread of this virulent virus. 
 From a health point of view, 
we need to continue to build our 
immune systems to help us overcome 
sickness. The secret to good health 
is taking care of ourselves. We can 
do this by eating nourishing meals 
regularly, taking regular exercise 
and supplementing our bodies with 
proper vitamins under the careful 
supervision of our doctor.

KEEP MENTAL HEALTH IN MIND
It is equally important to care for 
the mind. This can be achieved by 
engaging in activities such as reading, 
doing crosswords, jigsaw puzzles 
or by learning new things, all of 
which help keep the mind healthy 
and active. Time in the garden is 
well spent. Manual work can be 
therapeutic as well as self-satisfying. 
Take a moment to enjoy the simple 
things of life.
 During these fine days listen 
to birds singing, notice the world 
around you, appreciate the beauty of 
nature, take stock of the wildflowers 
blooming along the hedgerows as 
you take your daily walk. All of this 
helps promote mental health and 
wellbeing. 
 For those who are fortunate 
to live by the seashore, can there 
be anything more exhilarating and 
uplifting than watching the waves 

References:
¹Who.int
² “Never Mind the B#ll*cks, Here’s the 
Science” Luke O Neill 
³ Pfizer.com
⁴CDC.gov
⁵ CEO of Pfizer

breaking along the shoreline? For 
others perhaps, just sitting quietly 
with eyes closed may help relax the 
body and ease the mind.
 The advent of Covid-19 has 
had a devastating effect on all of 
us. Over the past year most of us 
have accepted the new ‘normal’ for 
the good of our fellow human. It 
hasn’t been easy, every family has 
suffered in one way or other, either 
through death, illness, separation or 
otherwise. 
 Ireland appears to be one of the 
better countries in which to live 
during this pandemic. Every effort has 
been made to protect us from the 
ravages of this virus. We may have 
found the restrictions difficult to deal 
with, but thankfully there is now an 
end in sight with some of the more 
severe restrictions being lifted. 
 Very soon we will be able to meet 
up with our families, enjoy visits from 
our children and grandchildren while 
still exercising social distancing and 
taking precautions as advised by 
those with experience. Remember, 
just because we have been vaccinated 
doesn’t mean we drop our guard. 

“A LONG WAY FROM OVER”
According to Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, 
WHO’s Director General: “The 
pandemic is a long way from over. 
However, with a concerted effort 
to apply public health measures 
alongside vaccination, we could 
bring this pandemic under control in 
a matter of months. This all hinges 
on the decisions and actions that 
governments and individuals make 

every day – the choice is ours.”
 We are not medical experts, 
nor do we purport to offer you any 
medical advice in any way. Based on 
what we have read and seen about 
Covid 19, it appears that we will only 
return to our normal way of life by 
continuing to follow public health 
guidelines. 
 This may include making the 
receipt of the Covid vaccine of 
primary importance – as the 
preceding paragraph by the WHO 
Director General concludes – ‘the 
choice is yours’. So, keep well and 
stay safe.

About the GSRMA Welfare 
Committee: The Welfare 
Committee, which is overseen 
by Frank Fitzpatrick, Marie Landy 
and Michael Lewis, is committed 
to informing members of matters 
which affect their health and 
wellbeing as well as social 
matters. This article and similar 
ones are set out for information 
purposes only, and it is a matter 
for each member to decide on 
their own correct course of action 
regarding their safety, health and 
wellbeing.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine 

keeps members informed of developments across the 45 branches. If there are 

issues or items of interest you would like to see included in the future, contact 

the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 

110  Síocháin 



Our social activities seem like a distant memory but rest 
assured that as soon as it is safe to do so, we will plan 

a wonderful programme of outings. We look forward with 
renewed hope of visiting new places, meeting our old friends 
and acquaintances, having some fun or perhaps drinks and a 
meal in good company. 
 So many things we all took for granted have been 
missing from our lives since March 2020. When we get back 
together again, we will all have a joyful reunion and so many 
things to catch up on. 
 Hope in our lives is extremely important, hope pushes 
ahead when it would be easy to give up, hope opens doors 
where despair closes them, hope puts up with modest gains, 
realising that the longest journey starts with the first step. 
Hope regards problems, large or small as an opportunity for 
growth and learning.
 We have all been living through the pandemic with huge 
amounts of hope and we have discovered that we’re much 
more resilient than we ever imagined. Life will return to 
normal. Don’t wish away your days waiting for better ones 
ahead, and enjoy the present.
 With our plan for the autumn outing in place, many 
members have expressed an interest and we are taking 
names, so make sure your name is on our list. Nothing has 
changed regarding single rooms – they are limited and on a 
first come first served basis. As the months pass, we will keep 
in touch and hope normality will have returned and we can 
pack our bags and get the swimwear out and don’t forget to 
polish the dancing shoes!
 Life is a voyage of discovery and we look forward to 
meeting even more members on our trips in the future. 
For the moment we hope that our break to Ennistymon in 
November will go ahead as planned and then we can look 
forward to a New Year and start afresh with the January trip.

FALLS HOTEL BOOKING
The Falls Hotel has been booked for 7 November, with 
a fantastic programme of events on the cards – dinner, 
bed and breakfast each day, dance classes, cocktail 
demonstration, flower arranging, aqua aerobics and special 

LOOKING FORWARD 
TO NORMAL LIFE

As we look forward to the long summer days, we go forward with renewed hope, 
writes Marie Roche, Central Committee and Naas Branch. She says that with the 
vaccine roll-out in full swing, the majority of GSRMA members should by now have 
received their vaccinations, as they welcome returning to normal life and the social 
trips.

offers for the beautiful Falls Spa. We hope to organise day 
tours and, if possible, we will visit Bunratty Folk Park and visit 
some places of interest in the stunning Clare countryside.
 We have two options of a four-night or five-night break 
and I’m sure that after our period of captivity everyone will 
opt for the five nights. The cost of this break is €280 per 
person sharing for four nights, five nights will cost €340 per 
person sharing, single supplement is €15 per night extra, 
with limited availability.
 When we get the all clear we will be in touch, and for 
the moment we are taking the names. Until we can meet in 
person enjoy those blue skies and grasp every opportunity to 
enjoy the summer days. Stay safe and well and now that we 
have that light at the end of the tunnel we can go forward 
with hope in our hearts and our steps.

Bookings for November: Contact Marie Roche on 086-
0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679 or Michael 
O’Riordan on 086-8177985.

About the Author: Marie Roche is GSRMA Vice-
President and a member of the Central Committee. 
Marie represents the Naas Branch and the Leinster 
Region. Marie is also the Chair of the GSRMA’s Social 
Committee and together with Frank Fitzpatrick and 
Michael O’Riordan, they are seeking opportunities for 
GSRMA members for social interaction in a safe and 
compliant manner.

GSRMA SOCIAL COMMITTEE
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GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)         Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available
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APPLICATION FORM 

 

 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com  
Website www.gardaretired.com  
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I, .................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to …………………………………….. Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No: ................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address: ………………………………………….… Year of Birth: ……..……………………  
 
I will abide by GSRMA policies on becoming a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.  
The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) Policy & Consent Form are available on our website in the Members’  
Only Area. You must register online to gain access to the Members’ Area.  
 
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ................................................................................. 
 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.  
 
Signature: .......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                             . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 
 

6 

   
0 6 0 

PHOTO 
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BEATRICE DUNNE (NÉE 
MILEY)
Oakley Park, Carlow
Birthplace: Naas, 
Co. Kildare
Date of Death: 
19 November 2020

Beatrice Dunne died on 19 November 
2020 surrounded by her family at St Luke’s 
Hospital, Kilkenny. Her husband John 
[Reg. No. 14282D] predeceased her on 29 
December 2008. 
 The couple met in Naas where Beatrice 
was born and John was serving at his first 
station in Kill, Co. Kildare. They married 
in Naas in 1964 after which they moved 
to Carlow. John served in Carlow Station 
until his retirement in 1995.
 Beatrice was a very sociable person 
who enjoyed friends coming to the 
house for coffee. She also enjoyed the 
weeks spent with her grandchildren in 
Kilkenny. In February 2018, she appeared 

on ‘Winning Streak’ where she scooped 
33,000 in prize money. She enjoyed 
shopping for the fashion she was known 
for. She had a passion for old photographs 
of family and liked to display them around 
the house.
 Beatrice is sadly missed by her 
daughters Marian, Deirdre and Yvonne, 
son-in-law Erik and grandchildren 
Michaela and Emma, brothers John and 
Patrick, sister Veronica, brother-in-law, 
sisters-in-law, nieces and nephews and her 
many relatives and friends especially those 
in the Retired Gardaí Group where she 
went to many coffee mornings and other 
social activities.

Proud Kerryman Brendan Walsh realised 
his ambition to join An Garda Síochána in 
April 1959.  
 After passing out at the Garda Depot, 
Brendan served in Wexford. A transfer to 
Kilmore presented a taste of life in the 
West. Brendan later served in Ballinlough 
where he met Mary Lyons, whom he 
married in 1966. Brendan transferred to 
Milltown and in 1967, Ballaghaderreen 
became home. Brendan retired in 
May 1994 and throughout his career 
exemplified the highest standards.  
 Brendan enjoyed getting to know the 
community. He had a strong sense of 
place: a curiosity for its history, landscape 
and people. It was Brendan’s belief that 
peace – Síocháin - was best preserved by 
having strong local relationships. Brendan 
was a man of great faith, a loyal colleague 
and a real community Garda.
 Brendan was adventurous and lived 
life to the full.  Brendan was very active in 
the community. His visits to local schools, 
where he took on the role of Santa, were 
filled with joy. Brendan enjoyed music and 
dancing - always ready to sing a song or 
a recitation. He was actively involved in 

Ballaghaderreen Musical Society. An avid 
gardener, Brendan took great pride in 
nurturing his produce with no shortage of 
fresh vegetables. 
 Brendan was passionate about sport 
and followed his native Kerry. Brendan 
enjoyed playing cards — especially 25! 
Brendan enjoyed travelling and visited 
many countries including South Africa. He 
was inspired by Nelson Mandela’s courage. 
Despite his travels, Brendan regularly 
returned to Brandon. Brendan was keen to 
keep abreast of local news and he did this 
by reading ‘The Kerryman’. Keen to help 
others, Brendan committed to fundraising 
for Bone Marrow Leukaemia Trust. 
Brendan also worked in market research 
which he thoroughly enjoyed: meeting 
people of every demographic. 
 A dedicated father and grandfather 
- family was the most important part 
of Brendan’s life. Brendan is fondly 
remembered and sadly missed by his 
wife Mary, sons: Padraic and Brendan, 
daughters: Fiona, Orla and Elaine, his nine 
grandchildren, sister Cait, extended Walsh 
& Lyons families.  He is missed by his 
many friends who describe him as a ‘true 

BRENDAN JOHN WALSH
Castlerea Road, 
Ballaghaderreen,  
Co. Roscommon
Birthplace: Brandon, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13863M 
Retired: May 1994
Date of Death:  
20 December 2018
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DAN O’CALLAGHAN, 
Lahard, Beaufort, Killarney, 
Co. Kerry
Birthplace: Lahard, 
Beaufort, Killarney, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 16995A
Retired: 23 January 1999
Date of Death:
8 February 2021
 

Dan O’Callaghan joined An Garda 
Síochána in July 1967. During his 31-
year career he worked in different areas, 
Barrack Street, Cork City, Killeagh, East 
Cork, Ballyduff Upper, Co. Waterford, 
Adrigole, Béara, Knocknagree, Co. Cork 
and finally Glengarriff. He retired on 23 
January 1999. He was a diligent and 
dedicated Garda, and earned the respect 
and appreciation of his colleagues and 
of the communities he served. While 
stationed in Adrigole he met Mary, the 
love of his life, and they were married on 
2nd April 1977. 
 Dan was a people person who loved 
to chat with everybody he met. He always 
enjoyed the accompanying cup of tea! He 
was equally at ease with those he met in 
the line of duty, with the local community, 
with shop assistants, café workers, office 
staff… and the list continues.
 He had a very engaging personality, 
and his popularity was also clearly evident 
from the number of people, including 
retired colleagues, who stood by the 
roadside, in Lahard, Listry, Adrigole, 
Glengarriff and Ballylickey as his funeral 
passed by. This gesture of support was 
consoling in these difficult times, when 
Covid-19 restrictions leave bereaved 
families heartbroken and isolated.
 Above all Dan was a devoted family 
man, a wonderful companion to Mary, 

and a loving Dad to Aisling, Dónal and 
Conor. He had a special relationship with 
Aisling’s husband Pete, and with his two 
daughters-in-law, Anna and Mara. 
 In 2013, Dan became a granddad for 
the first time. His grandchildren, Éireann, 
Fionn, Dylan, Dainín and Siena brought 
him endless joy, and he loved visiting 
them in England. Unfortunately, due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, such visits were not 
possible during 2020. This caused Dan 
intense personal heartache. Sadly, his 
health deteriorated from August 2020, 
and he passed away peacefully on 8 
February 2021, with his devoted family at 
his side, and in the dedicated care of staff 
at University Hospital Kerry.
 Mary and family wish to express 
their sincere appreciation for the many 
condolence messages, Mass cards, letters 
and telephone tributes to Dan.  They also 
acknowledge with gratitude the Garda 
Escort provided for Dan’s funeral from his 
home in Gort-na-ré, Adrigole. A special 
word of thanks to kind neighbours and 
friends for their support at this very sad 
time.
 We will miss you Dan, but fond 
memories will remain forever in the hearts 
of those you touched. 
                                   
“Bíodh leaba i measc na naomh agat”
“Codladh sámh a ghrá”

gentleman’. 
 The Walsh family are grateful 
to Brendan’s retired colleagues for 
arranging the Guard of Honour and to 
Ballaghaderreen Gardaí for the funeral 
escort.
 Thanks to everyone who sympathised, 

sent cards and attended Brendan’s funeral 
– a ceremony which captured his essence 
in a moving and emotional celebration of 
his life. 

Solas na bhflaitheas agus leaba i measc 
na naomh dó.
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JOHN ROWLAND 
Raheny, Dublin
Birthplace: Foynes, Co. 
Limerick
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 13385L
Retired: 2 November 1993
Date of Death: 
11 November 2020

John was born in 1936 in Foynes, Co. 
Limerick. He was a brother to Meadhbh 
and Rhoda. His father, Michael, was a 
member of An Garda Síochána primarily 
stationed at Newcastle and Foynes, Co. 
Limerick. His mother, Mary, ran the post 
office in Foynes. He was educated at 
Mount Melleray College, Co. Waterford. 
 John joined An Garda Síochána on 
25 February 1958 and was stationed at 
Thurles, Co. Tipperary. He then moved 
to Cahir and later Ardfinnan Stations. It 
was here that his fondest memories and 
bonds were established. He hurled in goal 
for Ardfinnan GAA, hunted, fished and 
enjoyed great friendships
 John met Margaret O’Mahoney from 
Clonmel and they married and set up 
home in Raheny in Dublin. John was 
stationed at Howth initially, then Clontarf, 
before retiring in 1993 out of Raheny 
Station.
 John and Margaret had four children 
– Yvonne, Barbara, Michael and Denis. 
His sons are both members of An Garda 
Síochána, attached to the DMR Division.
John was a loving grandfather to his seven 
grandchildren. 
 When living in Raheny, John developed 
a great love for pitch & putt and golf. He 

joined the Royal and Ancient Pitch & Putt 
Society (RAPPS) –  a wonderful group of 
gentlemen that can recount many a good 
night in the company of John. He was a 
great man for a joke, a yarn and a pint. 
He is very much missed by his pals at the 
RAPPS.
 He was also a long-time member of St 
Anne’s Golf Club in Dollymount. He played 
long into the evenings on this hallowed 
turf and would be often seen walking his 
dog on the perimeter of both St Anne’s 
Golf Club and on the Dollymount dunes 
– a strip of land that he loved. John has 
a love for animals and especially his pet 
dogs. 
 John had a great desire for his county 
Limerick to achieve an All-Ireland victory as 
he grew older. He supported them year in, 
year out and was at Croke Park in 2018 to 
see them eventually lift the Liam McCarthy 
cup after 45 years.
 John was a popular man and when he 
passed away due to complications with his 
heart, it was tragic that people were not 
able to celebrate his wonderful life in the 
spirit and numbers that he deserved.

May he Rest in Peace.

JOHN A. J. LAVIN
“Roncalli”, The Crescent, 
Ennis, Co. Clare
Birthplace: Lacken, 
Strokestown, 
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Garda
Reg: 10724G
Retired: 11 January 1988
Date of Death: 
9 March 2021

John was the first of three sons born 
to John and Josephine Lavin, born at 
Lacken, Strokestown Co. Roscommon. He 
attended Clooncagh National School from 
1935-1943 and subsequently attended 
Scoil Mhuire, Bawn St. Strokestown, Co. 
Roscommon 1943-1945.
 John travelled to Dublin to seek 
employment and carve out a future for 
himself so he joined the workforce of 
Insurance Corporation of Ireland, but 
John had other plans but this was not his 
ambition. 
 His lifelong ambition was to join An 
Garda Síochána which was fulfilled on 27 
May 1954 when he took his place in the 
May Class of 1954 in Garda HQ.

 John was stationed in many areas of 
the country but it was in Dundrum Co. 
Tipperary he met his soulmate Josephine 
and they married on 30 September 1959. 
Josephine sadly died on 27 July 2018. 
They had two children - Anita, who 
subsequently also became a member of 
An Garda Síochána on 22 May 1985 and 
retired on 12 June 2015, and Damian.
 John retired on 11 January 1988 and 
became a proud grandfather to Amy 
and Michael. He pursued his hobbies of 
handball, gardening and community work.
 John will always be remembered as a 
great husband, father, grandfather, uncle, 
brother, friend and neighbour, and a 
proud Garda.
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WILLIAM (LIAM) GILMARTIN
St Anne’s Ave, Raheny, 
Dublin 5
Birthplace: Ballymurray, 
Knockcroghery, 
Co. Roscommon.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 09287A
Date of Death: 
2 March 2019
 

Liam was born on 1 June 1921, one of 
five children (one girl and four boys). He 
attended the local school. He had great 
love for hurling and football and played 
with local St Patrick’s club in Roscommon 
where he won County Championship 
medals. He was chosen to play for the 
County football team in 1938 at 16 years 
old against Sligo.
 This meant he played senior before
minor - a rare occurrence. Liam captained
the minor team in 1939 when
Roscommon won their first ever All Ireland 
Minor title. Played and won Connaught 
senior title in 1943 against Galway and All 
Ireland senior against Cavan in 1943 and 
another against Kerry in 1944.  
 His greatest pride was that 
Roscommon never lost a championship 
match while he was playing. Liam spoke 
fondly about playing at Croke Park and 
the homecomings brought him great joy 
and pride throughout his life. His hurling 
exploits were not as successful even with 
his own hand-made hurleys.

 Liam joined the Irish Army in the early 
1940s and was stationed in Athlone.  On 
finishing his service, he joined An Garda 
Síochána and was stationed at Store 
St. While there he played with Sean 
McDermott’s Club, a team of 15 county 
players.
 On duty one morning in 1945, Liam 
felt unwell and was diagnosed with TB. At 
only 25 years of age, he would never play 
football again.  
 Over the next 12 years, he spent half 
of it in hospital where he met his future 
wife, Nora, a nurse at the sanatorium. It is 
said that her first words to him were “you 
look very sad”. They later married and had 
a family of two boys and three girls.
 Following his recovery, he served at the 
Fines Office’s at Store St and Coleraine 
House. He retired in 1983 and enjoyed 
life until death aged 97. The day after his 
death, Dublin played Roscommon at Dr. 
Hyde Park where many tributes were paid 
to him as the last surviving member of 
that great Roscommon team.

Pat was born in Drumnacrehir, 
Mullinalaghta, Co. Longford in 1940. He 
joined An Garda Síochána on 17 April 
1963 at the Garda Depot, Phoenix Park.  
 Following the passing out parade 
he was transferred to Mountjoy Garda 
Station, North Circular Road, Dublin, 
before his transfer to Fitzgibbon Street and 
was then assigned to the Bridewell Garda 
Station, Dublin where he spent several 
years until his retirement as a Warrant 
Officer.
 In the process, he met his beloved wife 
Anna (nee Dalton) a native of Cavan. They 
reared three children – Shirley, Padhraic 
and Gail and he was a cherished granddad 
to their five grandchildren. He made great 
friends in Dublin but never forgot his roots 
and was an extremely proud Longford 
native serving on the Longford Association 

in Dublin for over 45 years.
 His avid love of GAA from his playing 
days with Mullinalaghta were greatly 
relieved when his native club was the first 
Longford Club to reach a Leinster Senior 
Club Football Championship and bring 
home the title.
 A man of principles, integrity and a 
deep faith, Pat was an avid reader and 
always had time for a chat. Immensely 
proud and loyal to his Garda badge he 
proudly wore.
 Pat passed away peacefully at home 
after a short illness surrounded by his 
loving family.  He is dearly missed and very 
fondly remembered by his family and a 
wide circle of friends.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

PATRICK (PAT) 
CUNNINGHAM
Glasnevin North, Dublin

Birthplace: Mullinalaghta, 
Co Longford
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 15193K
Retired: 16 March 1997
Date of Death: 25 August 
2020
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JAMES JOSEPH (SEAMUS) 
McMAHON 
Tara Court, Glasheen, Cork
Birthplace: Donegal Town
Rank: Detective 
Superintendent
Reg. No.:  10216D
Date of Death: 
16 November 2020

Seamus was the eldest of nine children, 
six boys and three girls, born to John and 
Annie McMahon. His father, Garda John 
McMahon (1212) was a founding member 
of An Garda Síochána.  After completing 
his primary school days in Donegal Town, 
Seamus got the wonderful opportunity to 
attend the prestigious Blackrock College, 
Dublin for his secondary education.  While 
there he developed into a star athlete, 
playing rugby on the college teams which 
gave him a lifetime interest in sport.  
 Seamus joined An Garda Síochána 
in March 1952. His 170 classmates 
were described as ‘Costigan’s Cubs’ a 
nickname for recruits who joined under 
Commissioner Costigan.  In 1953 he was 
allocated to Blackrock Station where he 
spent some time protecting the home of 
then Taoiseach Eamon de Valera.  During 
his period in Blackrock he suffered a broken 
leg in a rooftop fall while chasing criminals.  
His interest in crime investigation saw him 
appointed one of the youngest Detective 
Gardaí to SDU Dublin Castle in 1954.  
 Three years later on New Year’s 
Eve (1957), Seamus was on duty with 
colleagues down a lonely boreen near 
the Fermanagh/Monaghan border. In the 
aftermath of an attack on Brookborough 
RUC Barracks where Seán South 
(Garryowen) and Fergal O’Hanlon died 
from gunshot wounds, Detective McMahon 
and colleagues came upon a young Daithi 
O’Connell and subsequently arrested him 
and seven others. 
 All were charged and convicted with 
the Offences Against the State Act 1939.  
Three years later, he arrested a prominent 
IRA leader in Dublin and shortly afterwards 
was promoted to Detective Sergeant. 

 In June 1963 he was involved with 
the security for American President John 
F. Kennedy during his four-day State visit. 
Promotion to Detective Inspector came 
in 1964 and one year later, he was head 
of security during the visit to Ireland of 
Princess Margaret & Lord Snowden.  In 
1967, he was head of security for the 
six weeks visit to Ireland of Jacqueline 
Kennedy, her daughter Caroline and son 
John.  
 In 1968, he took a transfer to Union 
Quay Station to become head of Detective 
Branch for the Southern Region.  Four years 
later, he was promoted Superintendent and 
appointed Garda District Officer for Bantry.  
On hearing the massive explosion from the 
Whiddy Oil Terminal in the early hours of 8 
January 1979, he responded immediately 
operating the Major Accident Plan.  
 His instant decision to call on the RAF 
helicopter services helped to save lives.  
Shortly afterwards, he was appointed 
Detective Superintendent and returned 
to Cork City to take charge of major 
investigations.  He retired from the force 
after 40 years of dedicated service in 1992.
 He was a very popular Garda Officer 
with a huge interest in many sports from 
rugby, horse racing, greyhound racing, 
hurling, football and was Captain of 
Glengarriff Golf Club.
 Seamus was a loving husband of Marie, 
devoted father to Paul, Mark, Aidan, Anne-
Marie & Cathy.  The McMahon family offer 
their sincere thanks to serving and retired 
Gardaí who arranged a Garda of Honour 
and Garda escort at his funeral.

May he Rest in Peace

OBITUARIES
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TIMOTHY (TED) LOWNEY 
Bishopstown Road, Cork.
Birthplace: 
Rossmacowen, Co. Cork
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 12918F
Retired: 1987
Date of Death: 
15 October 2020

SEÁN MacBRÁDAIGH

Ballinteer, Dublin
Birthplace: Sandymount
Rank:  Sergeant
Reg. No.: 13683B
Retired: 3 January 1989
Date of Death: 
23 September 2019.

Born 1932 in Sandymount, Seán served in 
the Irish Army 1952-1958, graduating Best 
Soldier and promoted Sergeant Instructor 
(NCO) Cadet School, Military College, 
1954, often instructing through Irish. 
 Seán joined the Force in 1958 serving in 
Sundrive Road 1959, Terenure 1959-1969 
(including Rathfarnham and as Instructor, 
Garda College, Templemore). Promoted 
in 1969, he served in Irishtown as Section 
Sergeant and Blackrock as SHO. 
 At Seán’s death, 96-year-old Supt Brian 
Kelly, (Terenure), recalled MacBrádaigh as 
neat, generous and welcoming ‘as Gaeilge’ 
President de Valera to Terenure. Others 
fondly remembered early careers under 
Seán and Sgt Tony O’Mahony. 
 As a young recruit, Seán enjoyed talking 
to older policemen about the old days. He 
wrote many articles and poems about the 
DMP and Garda Síochána.
 Future Commissioner Eamonn Doherty 
asked Seán to drill the Garda Guard of 
Honour at the official funeral of a Garda 
tragically killed in the line of duty. After 
retirement Seán graduated BA (Hons) 

History from UCD. Hailed as “the Force’s 
noted historian and genealogist” Seán was 
a regular guest speaker at UCD on ‘NODA 
in Irish Manuscripts’.
 Expert in genealogy, ancient 
manuscripts, records, poetry, clans and 
heraldry, Seán contributed to numerous 
academic journals.  
 His book “The Brady’s of Cavan” 
published 2002 had a second edition. 
Gifted artistically, he produced many 
heraldic devices, art pieces, craft pieces 
such as his Breac Maedoc, and restored 
pieces with immense skill. He collected a 
library of books on the police and the army.
 Seán married Maura in 1960 and they 
had five children and 15 grandchildren who 
keenly miss his love, time, stories, depth 
and vision.   
 Proud of his contribution to the State 
and his uniform worn with distinction, the 
family would like to thank the many former 
colleagues who paid their respects and 
Dundrum Garda Station for their respect 
and assistance.

Ted Lowney was the youngest of nine 
children born at Rossmacowen near 
Castletownbere, Co. Cork in September 
1930. After completing his education, he 
trained as an apprentice motor mechanic 
in Clonakilty before moving for a couple of 
years to Molloy’s Garage in Doneraile, Co. 
Cork. 
 Ted joined An Garda Síochána in 
1955 and on completion of training in 
the Phoenix Park Depot, he was initially 
stationed in Wexford Town. He fondly 
remembered those early days in Wexford 
particularly the camaraderie with colleagues 
and enjoyed many return visits to the town 
in subsequent years.
 Ted was transferred to Passage West, 
Co. Cork in 1960 where he spent three 
years before transferring to Union Quay 
Station in Cork City. Here he was appointed 
to cover the Cork/Kerry region in a 
patrol car, specialising on road transport 
regulations. 
 In 1969, he was appointed to the PSV 
Office, Union Quay Station where he spent 
many happy years. Ten years later he was 
promoted to Sergeant and appointed PSV 

Inspector for the West Cork Division based 
in Bandon Garda Station. Ted spent eight 
happy years there before retiring from An 
Garda Síochána in 1987. 
 During his period of service in Cork 
City, Ted was a founder and very active 
member of the Cork Garda Male Voice 
Choir who performed at many functions 
around Ireland. The highlight was when 
he travelled in 1982 on a Garda Pilgrimage 
to Rome and participated with the Dublin 
Garda Choir singing during a Mass for 
deceased colleagues. 
 While stationed in Wexford, Ted married 
Kathleen Condon, a native of Ballingarry, 
Co. Limerick who he had met during his 
time in Clonakilty. Together they raised 
three children Gerard, Ann and Fergal.  
Following retirement Ted and Kathleen 
enjoyed happy years living in Bishopstown, 
Cork City.
 A big, strong man with a zest for life, 
Ted was the ultimate family man and 
enjoyed nothing better than get-togethers 
not just with immediate family, including 
five grandchildren, but also nephews and 
nieces and their spouses. Always one for 
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looking out for and helping others he 
epitomised the ‘go to’ man when help 
or advice was required.
 His principal interests included 
gardening, fishing, pitch & putt and 
laterally playing in card schools in various 
locations around Cork City where he 
formed many friendships. Ted always 
maintained a keen interest in current 
affairs and was also an enthusiastic 
sports supporter of almost all codes but 
most particularly hurling (he was a proud 

Cork man) and Munster Rugby.
 His wife Kathleen passed away 
in 2000 and following an illness, Ted 
passed away on 15 October 2020 shortly 
after celebrating his 90th birthday. 
One of life’s gentlemen, Ted is fondly 
remembered for his loyalty, generosity, 
gentleness and tremendous sense of 
humour.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

Thomas (Tom) Patrick Aughey, a native 
of Edmonstown, Monilea, Turin, 
Mullingar Co. Westmeath, was attested 
to An Garda Síochána on 7 December 
1961. He was allocated to Clontarf 
Station on 2 May 1962, on completion 
of training. On 7 July 1971 he was 
transferred to Raheny Station, having 
been allocated to Detective Branch. 
 Tom spent all his service, until his 
retirement on 14th February 1994 in 
the current ‘J’ District. (Raheny, Clontarf, 
Howth)
 Tom was an impressive, handsome 
man, blessed with a gentle 
temperament, and helpful, generous 
personality. He was particularly esteemed 
by his colleagues, many of whom would 
testify to numerous occasions when 
he provided valued assistance and 
guidance. 
 During his service, he played a pivotal 
role in resolving two particularly high 
profile cases (i) hostage situation at a 
local wholesale outlet in Clontarf and (ii) 
kidnapping of well- known personality 
in Howth. He was especially held in high 
regard and very well-known and liked in 
the Clontarf community and immediate 
surrounds. 
 Many instances are cited in which 
he helped a variety of persons, and 
charitable causes. He was a prominent 
member of ‘The Tiller Club’ – a 
Clontarf-based nautical association, 
which raised considerable funds for a 
variety of worthy causes throughout 
the years. The Dublin North Branch 
has been particularly well supported 
by Tom Aughey and who gratefully 
acknowledge his appreciated loyalty, 

assistance and membership. He was 
indeed, generous to a fault!    
 Tom retired in 1994, and it was in 
June of that year he married Nuala 
O’Connor. The devoted couple happily 
settled in Clontarf, both clearly and 
thoroughly enjoying each other’s 
company and their new-found status, 
for a subsequent 26 years.   
 In early 2021 Tom Aughey was 
hospitalised in The Mater Hospital and 
succumbed to Covid on 10 January 
2021.
 He was predeceased by his father 
Dan, mother Elizabeth, and his brother 
Donal (Sid). His funeral Mass took place 
at St Anthony’s Church, Clontarf on 18 
January 2021. 
 Tom is survived by his loving wife 
Nuala, his sister Lily (Elizabeth), nieces 
and nephews. Nuala, the O’Connor, 
Gilleran and Aughey families, wish to 
express their warmest thanks for all the 
love and support they received on the 
passing of Tom.
 They wish to express their sincere  
gratitude to the doctors, nurses and staff 
of Northwood Nursing Home, and  the 
Mater Hospital for the devoted care and 
attention he was provided with  while 
there. 
 They also wish to gratefully 
acknowledge the tremendous solace 
provided by An Garda Síochána, 
Tom’s former colleagues, friends and 
neighbours, who rallied around them 
in their time of need, and for all the 
condolence messages tendered, and the 
health-compliant presence at his funeral.

Ar dheis De go raibh a anam dílis.

THOMAS PATRICK AUGHEY 
Stiles Road, Clontarf. D3
Birthplace: Edmonstown, 
Monilea, Turin, Mullingar, 
Co. Westmeath
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.:  14899G
Retired: 14 February 1994
Date of Death: 
10 January 2021
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Willie first saw the light of day on 13 July 
1940 in Bushpark, Old Ross, Co. Wexford, 
the eldest of three sons born to John 
and Annie Doyle. He joined ‘The Guards’ 
in June 1960 serving in Cork City and 
Whitegate before landing in Youghal in 
August 1969 as Sergeant I/C from where 
he retired in 1996.
 In his early days in Cork, Dame 
Fortune smiled warmly on Willie when he 
met Bríd Ní Iarlaithe, a young lady from 
Baile Mhúirne in the Muskerry Gaeltacht 
who was to become the love of his life 
and whom he married in 1964.
 Growing up in the Wexford of 
Nicky Rackard in the 1940s and 50s, 
the GAA, together with the county’s 
historical legacy, undoubtedly informed 
Willie’s sense of place and identity. This 
remained steadfast and enduring and was 
constantly and joyously proclaimed by his 
rousing renditions of ‘Boulavogue’.
 In 1964, he played with the Wexford 
senior hurling team in the Leinster 
Championship. In Cork, he won a county 
senior hurling title with St. Finbarr’s in 
1965 and contested two other finals, with 
St. Finbarr’s (1964) and Youghal (1972).  
 In between times he helped Aghada 
to a county junior hurling title in 1969. 
Willie gave sterling and lifelong service 
to Youghal GAA Club and was similarly 
committed to Youghal Golf Club where 
he served terms as Captain and President.
 He also immersed himself in many 
charitable activities in his adopted town 
most notably in helping establish Shalom  

 House residential centre for the 
elderly. Throughout his career Willie was 
a staunch and loyal comrade. He kept a 
fair and steady hand on the tiller of work 
and life and was the epitome of that rare 
quality, common sense. With a generous, 
kind disposition allied to an affable and 
outgoing personality, he was blessed with 
many wonderful friends and neighbours 
whose resolute support during his final 
days was profound.
 Above all, Willie was a family man – a 
devoted and loving husband to Bríd, a 
dedicated and proud father to Niamh, 
Fionnuala and Seán, a fond father-in-law 
to Sophy and a doting granddad to his 
beloved Ollie. On the 23rd of August, 
2020, Willie died peacefully at his 
home in the bosom of his loving family 
following exceptional palliative care.
 For this proud son of Wexford, the 
sun has finally set o’er those bright May 
meadows of Shelmalier but his legacy as a 
true and trusted friend and a loyal servant 
of the people of Youghal and An Garda 
Siochána will endure. Leaba i measc na 
nAingeal go raibh aige.
 Willie’s family express their deep and 
grateful appreciation to everyone who 
sympathised and joined with them in 
mourning his passing. 
 They were particularly moved by the 
Guards of Honour presented by Youghal 
Golf Club, Youghal GAA Club and 
especially his friends and colleagues in the 
GSRMS and serving Gardaí.

WILLIE DOYLE 
Front Strand, Youghal, 
Co. Cork
Birthplace: Bushpark, Old 
Ross, Co. Wexford
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 14346D
Retired: 5 January 1996
Date of Death:  
23 August 2020
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• GARDA JAMES (JIM) KING
James (Jim) King [1921] was a native of 
Clontibrit, Co. Monaghan and joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1922. He served in 
Blackwater, Clonevan, Kilmore Quay and 
Oylgate (all in Wexford Garda Division) 
before going to Enniscorthy in August 1942, 
from where he retired in July 1966 after 44 
years’ service. 
    He lived with his family at Shannon Hill, 
Enniscorthy, and later acted as a curator (tour 
guide) in Enniscorthy Castle Museum. His son 
Jimmy, who lives in Wexford Town, was an 
All-Ireland champion handballer. 
    Jim (Snr) was also a good athlete in his 
younger days and while based in Oylgate 
he had as a fellow colleague Paddy Anglim, 
who was a top-class athlete in his own right.  
Paddy was the Irish long Jump and pole vault 
champion. 

If you can identify the members in the left 
photo, please email your submission to Tony 
Fagan at tonyfagan21941@gmail.com.

• CLASS OF JUNE 1944
John O’Sullivan is pictured third from left on the second row (second man in uniform). John identifies the following in the 
photograph as either ‘L’ for Left or ‘R’ for Right:

Front: 2L Dave Devaney, 5L Terry Sweeney, 1R Danny Duff, 2R Paddy Keane, 3R John White, 4R Frankie Scannell, 7R C/Supt 
Casserly.
Middle: 1L Ned Connors, 3L John O’Sullivan, 4L Tom Keneally, 6L Jim Winters, 8L Tom Langan, 9L Ned O’Brien, 10L Pat Stapleton, 
4R Tom Broderick, 7R Dave Leahy.
Back: 2L Tom Hardigan, 7L Con O’Reilly, 3R Tom Greene, 5R Con Randles.
Other names who have signed the back of the photo: Brendan Lynch, JP Durkin, Leo Gillen, Joseph Phelan, Thomas Conneely, John 
Kevin Barry, Frank Doris.
(Photo courtesy of John O’Sullivan [09355F], Waterford Branch)

Thank you, John (Jack), for a wonderful photograph in great condition. We are glad in Síocháin that you look forward to and enjoy 
the magazine so much. Keep safe and best regards to you and family. Mick Lernihan, Editor.
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• GARDA FUNCTION AT BIRR 

GARDA STATION (1971)

Pictured (l-r): Garda Gerry Gavin, Sgt Tom 
Ahern, Sgt Sean Gormley, Garda Michael 
O’Grady, Garda Frank McNamara, Garda 
Michael Bourke, Garda George Smith, Garda 
Joe Slattery, Garda William Gaffney.

(Photo courtesy of Nuala Gaffney, daughter 
of William Gaffney)

• GARDA CHOIR (1970s)
The Garda Choir pictured at Pope Pius 10th Church in the 1970s. (Photo courtesy of George Oliver, Dublin South Branch)

• UNION QUAY, CORK 
(CHRISTMAS NIGHT 1958)

A relaxed Christmas Night at Cork’s 
Union Quay Station in 1958.
Front: D/Garda John Cullinane, Garda 
Phil Ryan, D/Garda Bill Doherty.
Back: Sgt Tom Noone, Garda Tom 
Connolly, Garda Dick O’ Callaghan.
(Photo courtesy of Dick O’Callaghan, 
Cork City Branch)
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• LETTERKENNY JUNE 1961
Front: Sergeants McDaid, Brennan, McTague, Chief Supt 
Cronin, Chief Supt Donovan, Inspector Gill, D/Garda Maguire, 
Sergeant Hegarty.
Middle: Gardaí McGloin, Coakley, Duffy, Windsor, D/Sergeant 
O’Connor.
Back: Gardaí Bromley, O’Hara, Hoare, Walsh, Curran, Brody, 
McDermott
(Photo courtesy of Michael McDermott, Galway Branch)

• 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of An Garda Síochána in San 
Remo Nursing Home, Bray, Co. Wicklow in March 1997
Front: Fr Ralph, Pat Mulvey (5744), T J McNamee (916), John Kelly 
(6479), Tom Boland (510) and Ned White (2513).
Back: John Dunne, John Hand, Michael McCarthy, Audrey Snee, 
Prop Robert Willis, Tom King, Evelyn Willis, Pat Culhane, Martin 
Fitzgerald and Ed Ryan.
(Photo courtesy of Eddie Ryan, Dun Laoghaire Branch)

• GARDA X COUNTRY RACE IN PHOENIX PARK 
(1980s)

(Photo courtesy of Kevin Grogan)

• A VISIT FROM THE PRESIDENT (1991)
Ed Ryan, Dun Laoghaire Branch Chairman, pictured with 
President Mary Robinson, Beatrice Coogan and Nick Robinson 
during a visit from the President in 1991.
(Photo courtesy of Eddie Ryan, Dun Laoghaire Branch)

• PASSING-OUT PARADE (1958)
Minister for Justice Oscar Traynor inspects the November 1958 
Passing-Out Class.
(Photo courtesy of Damhnait Ní Brádaigh, daughter of the late 
Séan, Dun Laoghaire Branch)
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• GHQ RETIREMENT OF A/COMMISSIONER FRANK DAVIS (1983)
(Photo courtesy of Pat Cryan, Sligo/Leitrim Branch)

• GARDA TRAINING CENTRE (1968)
Some female members of the September 
1968 Class at Garda Training Centre, 
Templemore
Front: Jean O’Sullivan, Sergeant Sarah 
McGuinness, Phyllis Duffy.
Back: Noreen Nugent, Ann Coyle, Mary 
Byrne, Renee Ryan.
(Photo courtesy of Phyllis Fogarty [née 
Duffy] Templemore Branch)

• OPENING OF GARDA STATION IN DROGHEDA (1997)
Front: Garda C. Armstrong, D/Garda M. Fanning, D/Garda P. Kingston
Standing: Supt. P. Lambe, Supt. P. O’Boyle, D/Sgt P. O’Neill, Sgt S. Lynch, Supt M. 
Boyle, Supt. J. Clifford, C/Supt M. Bohan, C/Supt J.S. Faughnan, Insp. P. Dolan, D/
Sgt P. O’Donnell.
(Photo courtesy of Pat Lambe, Drogheda Branch)

• CLASS 1 – JUNE 1977
Back: Gabriel McIntyre, Ray Barnes, Gerry Crowley, Jim 
Cannon, Gordon O’Brien, Dara Lowry, Robert Conroy, 
Tim Walsh.
Middle: Sergeant Liam Wall, John Bryan, Padraig O’Toole, 
Jim Byrne, Noel Crotty, Pat O’Sullivan, Jim Crotty, 
Sergeant Dan Corrigan.
Front: Deaglan McCormaic, John O’Connor, Denis 
Murphy, Paschal Brennan, Willie Hanley, Ray McHugh, 
Diarmuid O’Sullivan, Michael McGarry, Michael Gallery.
(Photo courtesy of Tim Walsh, Dun Laoghaire Branch)
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• IN-SERVICE SEMINAR AT THE GARDA COLLEGE 
(1996-97)

(Photo courtesy of Tim Walsh, Dun Laoghaire Branch)

• CORK E.R. FOOTBALL TEAM
The Cork team who played Waterford at Fermoy in the mid-1960s
Front: John O’ Brien, Matty Dowd, Dermot Hanafin, Mick 
McDonnell, Willie Doyle, Seán (Johnny) Moriarty, Joe Whyte, 
Paddy Casey.
Rear: Olly Canny, Mick McCarthy, Louis Nolan, Gerry O’Sullivan, 
Gerry Mullany, Dick O’Callaghan, Eric Ryan, Con Clifford.
(Photo courtesy Dick O’Callaghan, Cork City Branch)

• ‘F’ DISTRICT DRESS DANCE (1964-65)
Back: Tom O’Keefe, James Butler, Denis Butler, Michael 
Mullan, Michael Burke, Murt Gleeson, Dan Comerford, John 
Nolan, Frank Wynne.
Front: Various wives and partners.
(Photo courtesy of John Nolan, Bray Branch)

• RETIREMENT OF P.J. KELLEHER, BALLINA 1967
Front: Danny Gallagher, Martin Moran, Joe Farrell, Eamonn 
Kelleher, P.J. Kelleher, David Devaney, Thomas Blythe, Joe 
Cosgrove.
Back: Pat Niland, Dan Sullivan, Cathal Cowley, Mick Staunton, 
Padraic Connelly, Leo Kenny, Eamon Brogan, Danny Doherty
(Photo courtesy of Danny Gallagher, Ballina Branch Secretary)

• ESCORT TEAM FOR US PRESIDENT JOHN F. 
KENNEDY (1963)

Car Drivers in Caps - Garda Tom Flanagan, standing third from 
left.
(Photo courtesy of Ann Gaffney, daughter of Tom Flanagan 
and widow of the late Charlie Gaffney)
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• DMP TOM FLANAGAN
Born in Ballykinsella, Tramore, Co. Waterford on 
12 January 1903, Tom was the youngest of three 
children. His mother died on his birth and his 
father passed away the following year. He was 
reared by his grandmother. He joined DMP in 
1922 and retired from An Garda Síochána after 
43 years’ service in 1965. His collar number was 
30B. He served in ‘The College’ as Pearse Street 
Garda Station was commonly known then and 
also in Dublin Castle.
(Photo courtesy of Ann Gaffney, daughter of 
Tom Flanagan and widow of the late Charlie 
Gaffney)

• PHOTOGRAPH OF DUNGARVAN CIVIC GUARDS
Thirteen members of the New Civic Guard, who formed a Garda Barracks in 
Dungarvan in November 1923 – seated fourth from left in the front row is 
Garda Timothy O’Callaghan (Reg. No. 2770), a native of Donoughmore, Co. 
Cork.  He is father of Dick O’Callaghan, Cork City.
(Photo courtesy Dick O’Callaghan, Cork City Branch)

• CID COURSE (1960S)
Can you identify the members? (Photo courtesy of Tom Conway, Bray Branch)

• GARDA PATROL (1967)
Sgt Jerry Lernihan (Clare 
Branch), Crime Prevention 
Section, pictured in Dublin 
Castle in 1967. (Photo courtesy 
of Mick Lernihan, Bray Branch)
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• CLASS OF 1952
This photograph captures 32 Gardaí from 1952 who later assembled for a class reunion in 1982. They were part of 173 recruits who 
joined in 1952, after a recruiting embargo from 1948 to 1952, with Reg Numbers 10136-10309. The reunion brochure in 1982 
records 24 class members had resigned and seven were deceased. Seamus (Maxi) McMahon [10216D] is pictured second from left in 
the second row. Can you identify the other members? (Photo courtesy of Mrs Marie McMahon, Cork City Branch)

• A CASE OF UNDERGROUND DUTY
Undercover duty is normal, but this was a case 
of underground duty. This photo was taken on 
27 March 1982 by the late D/Garda Dave Egan, 
Garda Photographic Section, at a depth of 200 feet 
underground in the Mogul Mine in Silvermines, Co. 
Tipperary. Gardaí were investigating a major theft of 
explosives from the mine. 
    It was believed the culprits gained entry through an 
air shaft by descending 200 feet down steel ladders 
and travelling one mile underground to where the 
explosives magazine was located.
    D/Gardaí Handcock and Sharkey conducted a 
technical examination of the underground scene, 
suitably equipped with borrowed miners’ lamps. An 
unusual item found at the scene of the crime was a 
‘railway fishplate’ which is used to join and secure two 
rails of a railway track together.

Pictured (l-r): D/Garda Edwin Handcock, Ballistics 
Section, Bill Keogh (Mogul Mine Shift Boss), Inspector 
Pat Moriarty, Nenagh, D/Garda Andy Sharkey, Ballistics 
Section, Sgt Christy Geraghty, Dolla.
(Photo courtesy of Edwin Handcock, Dublin North 
Branch)
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• GARDA TECHNICAL BUREAU’S BASKETBALL TEAM 
(1970s)

Front: Frank Gunter, Jim Tymond, Paddy Davy, Des Benton, Errol 
Meagher. Back: Mick Fitzgerald, Peter Wade, Ollie Hearns, John 
Grant, Sean Camon.
(Photo courtesy of Frank Gunter, Clare Branch)

• GARDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LECTURE (1997)

Lecture on ‘The Theft of the Irish Crown Jewels’.
Front: Pat McGee, John Kelly, Myles Dungan, 
Noel Conroy, Tony Hickey, Tony Sourke. Back: 
Inspector Paul Maher, Jim Herlihy, Paddy Morgan, 
Alan Bailey, Mick Barnes, John Duffy.
(Photo courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South 
Branch)

• EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE GARDA GUIDE (7TH 
EDITION, 2008)

Front: Joe Ward, Fachtna Murphy, Dermot Ahern, T.D., John Kelly, 
Eugene Gallagher. Back: Kevin Donoghue, Michael Daly, OPW 
Rep, Brian Murphy, Publisher’s Rep, John Ferris.
(Photo courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South Branch)

• CLASS OF NOVEMBER B 1960
Back: Sean McMenamin, Jim Fahy, Michael Heffernan, 
Senan Carrig, Jack Lavin, Jim McGrath, Jim Gannon, 
Jim Keane and Brendan Lyons.
Middle: Jim Beasley, Vincent Mullen, Tom Finn, Willie 
Stratford, John Clarke, Austin Canavan, Jim O’Mahony, 
Bill O’Callaghan, Tom McConway.
Front: Paddy Dolan, Jim Dunleavy, Pat O’Connor, 
Sergeant James Dillon, Eamonn Griffin, Noel 
McDermott, Tom Garvey, Jim Murphy.
(Photo courtesy of Jim Dunleavy, Bray Branch)
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SUMMER CROSSWORD 
ANOTHER €100 TO BE WON!

CROSSWORD

Please send completed 
entries to ‘Summer 2021 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 6 August 
2021.

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No. Branch:

1

9

12

20

21

27

30

14

17

2

28

3

22

31

4

10

13

25

23

5

18

24

15

6

19

29

32

7

11

16

8

26
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SUDOKU

Congratulations to 
Mrs Mary Kavanagh, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Winner of the Spring 2021 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Spring 2021

CROSSWORD
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Across. 
9 Unhealthily fat. (5) 
10 Map especially for sailors. (5) 
11 Not well. (3) 
12 What a lawyer has must be kept short and to the point. (5) 
13 Party policy document used by 2Down when canvassing. (9) 
14 Regular payment made to a divorcee by their ex. (7) 
15 Search and . . . . . . function of lifeboat crews. (6) 
17 Where an artist might work or where a film might be  
     made. (6) 
18 Ball-shaped. (6) 
21 Voice-box. (6) 
23 Lay a false trail or give wrong information. (7) 
27 Get strained relations back to how they used to be. (9) 
29 Looked at in a lecherous way. (5) 
30 Rhode Island Red’s contribution to a good Irish breakfast. (3) 
31 South American pack animal of the camel species. (5) 
32 French word for boredom. (5)

Down
  1 American word used instead of foyer. (5) 
  2 TD or senator. (10) 
  3 Scented with a most pleasant odour. (8) 
  4  Business sense and ability. (6) 
  5 All the living creatures in an area, apart from plants,  
     that is. (5)    
  6 Smother a horses’s joint. (6) 
  7 Jokes Billy about the young ones. (4) 
  8 It’s a mistake like a rose or a rhododendron. (7)  
16 Cutting short or bringing to a premature end. (10) 
19 Sacred and revered. (8) 
20 Defame verbally when it’s not true. (7) 
22 Almost. (6) 
24 What covers the world at the North Pole, but not at the 
South. (6) 25 A giant. (5) 
26 Let in or plead guilty to a crime. (5) 
28 Capital of Latvia. (4)
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In The Frame

AN BHÓ
Tá sé tugtha faoi deara agam go bhfuil aos óg na 
linne seo ainneolach ar fad ar na buntáistí agus ar na 
míbhuntáistí a bhain le saol na feirmeoireachta fadó - 
agus leis an sásamh aigne a bhain le saolréchúiseach 
na tuaithe - i gcomórtas le gleo agus le torann na 
cathrach, atá imithe uainn cosúil lenár n-óige - 
róluath, faraor!

SEO A LEANAS CUID DE SHAINTRÉITHE NA BÓ: 
Is maith í an bhó.
Is bainne í le hól,
Is im í agus feoil,
Is solas geal í ar bord,
Déanann a heireaball rón,
Agus a hadharca ceol,
Agus is maith é a leathar chun na mbróg.

SEO A LEANAS ROINNT SEANFHOCAL A 
BHAINEANN LEIS AN MBÓ: 
(1) Fainic thú féin ar bhó aonaigh – nó ar chailín 
Domhnaigh.
(2) Má labhraíonn an chuach ar chrann gan duilliúr, 
díol do bhó agus ceannaigh arbhar.
(3) Pós ar an gcarn aoiligh - agus díol do bhó i bhfad 
ó bhaile.
(4) Is minic drochghamhain ó bhó mhaith. 
(5) Is deacair claí a chur ar bhó bhradach.
(6) Is maith é sú na bó, beo nó marbh.
(7) Is beag an mhaitheas bainne na bó sopaí, nuair a 

dhoirteann sí arís é.
(8)  Bíonn gan duine go lách go dtéann bó ina 
gharraí.
(9)  Do gach bó a lao, do gach leabhar a chóip.
(10) Capall ar aill agus bó i riasc – bíonn an péire acu 
i mbaol.
(11) Ceithre rud nár cheart d’Éireannach ar bith 
muinín a bheith aige astu – adharc na bó, crúba 
deiridh an chapaill, drannadh an mhadra, agus gáire 
an tSasanaigh.
(12) Is olc an bhó nach bhfaigheadh sraoill chun í a 
bhleán.
(13) Téann an bainne sa gheimhreadh in adharca na 
bó!
(14) As a ceann a chrúitear an bhó.
(15) Bíonn adharca fada ag na ba thar lear.
(16) Béarfaidh bó éigin, lao éigin, lá éigin.

PAIDIR NA BÓ
Beannaigh an bhó a thugann an bainne,
Beannaigh an bainne a thugann an t-uachtar,
Beannaigh an t-uachtar a thugann an t-im,
Beannaigh sinne, a Thiarna.  Áiméan.
Deirtear nuair a théann seanfhondúir ar shlí na 
fírinne go ndóitear leabharlann eolais, más fíor nó 
bréag é, cá bhfios!
Le gach dea-ghuí.

Séamas Mac Coitir [13208L] Gaillimh

NOT THE NOLAN BROTHERS AND NOT THE NOLAN SISTERS!

The three Gardaí in this photograph were all called John Nolan and 
were not related.
 This photograph was taken in Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny in the 
early 20’s and the Garda on the right is John Nolan, Reg. No. 1086 
who was born in 1899 and passed away in 1981. He is the father 
of Bray Branch member John (Scobie) Nolan.
 John Nolan (Snr), joined the fledgling An Garda Síochána in 
1922 and his first station was Glenmore Co. Kilkenny. He was 
later transferred to Rhode Co. Offaly and in 1939 transferred to 
Kinvara, Co. Galway having gotten married to Margaret Conroy of 
Tullamore, Co Offaly. He served in Kinvara until retirement in 1962.
 He was a native of Drumlish, Co. Longford and a former 
member of old IRA under General Sean MacEoin - The Blacksmith 
of Ballinalee. John and Margaret moved to Dublin in 1973 and are 
both interred in Mulhuddart Cemetery – RIP. 
 John Nolan would be very proud to know that the policing 
tradition lives on in the shape of a grandson (D/Garda Hughie 
Byrne, Bandon) and a granddaughter (Garda Muireann McCarthy, 
Macroom) as well as a grandson-in-law in Tramore (Mark Gavin) 
and another in the Australian Federal Police.
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In The Frame

Michael Fox – Creator of ‘The Leitrim Guardian’
Harry Keegan

‘The Leitrim Guardian’ was the brainchild and founded 
by Michael Fox, a native of Manorhamilton. In 1962, I 
was transferred from the border town of Glaslough, Co. 
Monaghan to Hospital in Co. Limerick where he was 
stationed at that time. I had known him previously when 
we both worked for a period in Manorhamilton – he in 
Mitchell’s Hardware shop and myself in T.R. Armstrong’s 
shop. 
 He joined the Gardaí a few years before me and spent 
some time in Dublin before his transfer to Hospital. We 
lived in the Garda Station for a period, and after about 
four months I was transferred to District Headquarters in 
Bruff. 
 During 
my time in 
Hospital, 
he got me 
involved in 
the local 
GAA football 
club and 
introduced me 
to the people 
of Hospital 
and the 
surrounding 
area. He was 
involved in the 
club and other 
local activities. 
He liked being 
involved and was good at it.
 Even though we were now in different Stations we 
kept in contact.  He returned to Garda Headquarters for a 
period and after a few years, was promoted to Sergeant 
rank and transferred to Kilfinane in south Limerick and 
since I had been appointed District Clerk in Bruff, we 
were still back in contact on a regular basis mostly by 
phone. 
 Soon after arriving in Kilfinane, he got involved 
in the local GAA club and other local activities and in 
recognition of his efforts and influence in securing a new 
playing field and the work he put in there the local GAA 
Park was called ‘The Michael Fox Memorial Park’ as a 
tribute to him. 
 I recall speaking with Michael sometime in 1968 when 
he told me of his plans to start an annual magazine for 
County Leitrim and he was full of ideas and what it might 
contain and very enthusiastic.  While I listened to what 
he had in mind and gave every encouragement, to my 
regret, I did not involve myself further with the project 
other than purchase the magazine when it reached the 
shelves. 
 He surrounded himself with an excellent committee 

Garda’s Life Saved 
It was good to see co-operation between the Forces, 
even in the troubled times of 1935. It would be 
interesting to know what became of Garda Shields 
and the RUC’s Constable Keightly. This press cutting 
from ‘Limerick Leader’ (dated 6 February 1935) was 
submitted by John Madden [19025L].

and from the start 
it was a success and 
that first edition of 
1968 contained many 
interesting articles, 
short stories, history, 
arts, etc. It has endured 
through the years 
and is the only annual 
magazine to have 
lasted so long right 
up to the Christmas 
edition of 2020.  
 The magazine is 
eagerly awaited as a 
Christmas read and 
especially by former 
Leitrim natives now 
resident in Great Britain, USA and further afield.
 His death, when he was in his forties came much 
too early for someone who had so much still to give 
and as well as being a great loss to his family was a 
loss to Kilfinane community and An Garda Síochána. 
Michael Fox had many fine qualities, outgoing, loved to 
tell a good yarn, great sense of humour and great wit.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílís.
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Among the Wicklow Hills
By Mick Donegan, Dublin South Branch

Sometimes in Summer Days for a cure for all our ills,
We’d often go up driving into the Wicklow Hills.
From the crossroads at Laragh by the spirit we are led,
To the Valley of the ‘Two Lakes’ where Saint Kevin had his bed.
And out among the gravestones to while away an hour,
We’d pray for those that are buried there in the shade of the old round tower.

While going through the Vale of Clara through scenes beyond compare,
In the chapel by the wayside say another little prayer.
In Rathdrum Town of great renown history for to tell,
We’d call to the home at Avondale of Charles Stewart Parnell.
And there in that sylvan place the story if I may,
The tale of forbidden love, himself and Kitty O’Shea.

And in sweet Avoca, there by the river’s leg,
The Meeting Of The Water’s, the Avonmore and Avonbeg,
And after a peaceful rest, home while it’s bright,
And leave the place to The Minstrel Boy and Oft In The Stilly Night.

Home
By	Patrick	Farrell,	Dublin	West	Branch

Your house should be a home,
A place complete
A place to chill, a place to rest,
Your very own retreat

No need for palacious splendour
Or famous works of art
Both comfort and contentment there
Each place a noble art

The world outside another place
Where turmoil takes its toll
But you can shelter in your den
To rest your weary soul

A place where friends can call at will
And feel a welcome there
No need to get an invite
Just call and show you care

POETRY CORNER
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POETRY CORNER

COVID!What Have 
You Done?
By Tom Smith, Cork City Branch

Summer sun dazzling the sky
Flower baskets clinging on brackets
Blooms crazed with blush
The bird song loud and lush.

Making his way to the Nursing Home
His thoughts on the love of his life
The girl, the woman for sixty years
His very loving wife.

Standing outside the window sash
Framing his beautiful lass
He cupped his hands called to his love
Through the double pane of glass.

His wife of six short, happy decades
Sat listening in her wheelchair
With quivering smiles they shared a tear
So near and yet so far.

No hugs, no whispers, kisses or finger-weaves
Double pain teardrops on the cuff of their sleeves
Backing away throwing wild kisses leaving
his other half behind
Their own love story playing out on the big screen
of his mind.

Through the Window
By Mary d’Estelle Roe, Templemore Branch

The window of life has become a strange icon
Separating love when it’s needed most
Though we can see plainly each other
We are both here left counting the cost

Never before were we separated
By the pane of that silent screen
No chance to whisper “I love you”
No chance for our last lover’s dream

The best I can do to show companionship
As I sit inside this window so bright
Is to wave and smile at your gently
Your beauty still shining so bright

This Covid-19 is a robber
Like a thief that comes in the night
Takes away the last piece of dignity
Between us - this is so unjust and not right!

I pray that I’ll be here in the morning
As I watch you peep in once again
While I sit at my window here with the faith
We will soon be close together again

No more panes between us
No more glass to add to our pain
I pray that we can kiss and hold hands together
Like the way we used do it, once again.
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Gilhooley’s Blade
The Ringsend Seannachie 
Seán	MacBrádaigh
Dun	Laoghaire	Branch	(RIP	23	September	2019)

It was just an ancient sabre and it hung there on the wall 
A ring of wire, two rusty nails, but kept it there at all, 
And yet it held a menace, bare steel it seemed to say 
With the courage of the D.M.P. kept villains well at bay.

And standing there before it, new recruit from Templemore
Gazed in awe upon the weapon when he came inside the door,
No plaque and no description told the story of the blade
But the young Guard seemed to know it and walked forward unafraid.

His hand rose up and touched it and the sabre seemed to sigh 
The bare steel caught the sunlight and flashed in every eye, 
The office hushed, as each man turned, they saw the Sergeant frown 
For none but he dared handle it, that sword in Irishtown.

Young man! You’re taking liberties! The Sergeant voiced his ire. 
But the new man took the sabre’s hilt and drew it from the wire,
He kissed the hilt, then tilted blade, saluted one and all 
And smartly turned and neatly placed it back upon the wall.

All eyes were on the sabre now how brilliantly it gleamed
No longer were there rusty spots, or green on brass, it seemed,
With sunlight bright upon it, its splendour shone anew
Then the Sergeant got his wits back ‘Come tell us - who are you?’.

‘Recruit Garda James Gilhooley’, said the young man with a smile 
‘And I know you’ll understand, Sarge, if you bear with me a while 
My grandfather had the honour an Inspector’s son to be 
Who was orphaned as a baby back in eighteen ninety-three.

‘Therefore, if you know the reason why that sabres on the wall 
I’m sure you’ll know ‘twas safe with me - I’d never let it fall, 
I’ll not take it from the Station thought my claim on it is true 
I’ll do, as my ancestor done and leave it here with you.

Just keep it polished, like it is, and tell its story too 
I’ve heard it said that no-one here recites it like you do. 
Except for Kevin P.O’Rorke who told it first to me 
And inspired me to seek service with the modern D.M.P.

It is just an ancient sabre but it decorates the wall 
Supported now on brass-bound base it takes the eye of all,
A silver plaque beneath it inscribed ‘Gilhooly’s Blade 
Gives	the	Station	the	distinction	to	be	always	‘On	Parade’.

Making Hay
By William Keaveney, Dun Laoghaire Branch

We turned the grass over,
And tossed it about:
We gathered it in,
And then shook it out.

We racked it in wind-rows;
Made foot-cocks in a line:
We turned it and shook it,
When the weather was fine.

And when it was ready,
We tramped it in cocks;
With the help of our neighbours,
And smooth-handled forks.

When the tramping had ended,
It was time for tae:
While resting sore backs,
Against cocks of new hay.

POETRY CORNER
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Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Gerry Duffy Naas 13320E 19/01/2021

Joe Kilgannon Athlone 14141M 25/02/2021

Tom O’Driscoll Ballina 12696K 26/02/2021

Vincent Kennedy Dublin South 13328M 27/02/2021

Tom Finn Dun Laoghaire 14491F 03/03/2021

Jimmy Flynn Dublin South 10553H 05/03/2021

Ned Cleary Cork West 10741G 06/03/2021

Harry Murphy Dublin South 16313K 07/03/2021

Dan Prenty Dundalk 14004L 08/03/2021

Fonsie Lavin Clare 10724A 09/03/2021

Eamonn McDonagh Limerick City 12957G 09/03/2021

Brendan O’Connell Limerick City 16202G 09/03/2021

Jim Ryan Carlow 18596E 14/03/2021

Tom Healy Dublin West 14557B 21/03/2021

Sean Brennan Mullingar 15036C 22/03/2021

Jim Kelly Waterford 13597F 24/03/2021

Jim Early Dublin North 10809L 25/03/2021

John Darmody Wexford 10931B 26/03/2021

Bernie Feeney Cork City 12969M 31/03/2021

Paddy Murphy Fermoy 14940C 06/04/2021

Dan Lynch Tralee 14434G 07/04/2021

John F. Murray Cork City 15608F 08/04/2021

Eugene Byrne Wexford 13428G 10/04/2021

Patrick Sweeney Dublin North 09644H 10/04/2021

John Ruane Dun Laoghaire 13457M 18/04/2021

John Dockery Donegal North 17850M 20/04/2021

Dan Lunney Dun Laoghaire 14841E 25/04/2021

Kieran Brennan Dublin South 16696M 27/04/2021

Des Behan Wexford 54 28/04/2021

Michael Quinn Dublin South 09897C 04/05/2021

Derek Heeney Castlebar 22947D 07/05/2021

P.J Hayes Waterford 10539B 07/05/2021

John Collins Galway 11069H 11/05/2021
 

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
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Bulletin Board

DECEASED RELATIVES

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death

Sean O’Donovan Douglas, Co. Cork Brother of Dan O’Donovan South Kerry 13/10/2020

Uncle of Paul O’Donovan South Kerry 13/10/2020

Helena Dando United Kingdom Mother of John Shannon Thurles 17/02/2021 

Donal O’Donovan Tralee, Co. Kerry Nephew of Eddie O’Donovan Dublin North 25/02/2021

John Treacy Viewmount, Co. Waterford Son of Frances Treacy Waterford 26/02/2021

John Burke Gorey, Co. Wexford Son of Pat Burke Wexford 27/02/2021

Kathleen Clifford Aherlow, Co. Tipperary Wife of Noel Clifford Thurles 28/02/2021

Margaret Ryan Dunmore, Co. Kilkenny Mother in law of Tom Maguire Kilkenny 05/03/2021

Anna May McCabe Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan Mother in law of Martin Conroy Cavan 05/03/2021

Jack Doran Carrigaline, Co. Cork Grandson of Johnny Burke Cork City 05/03/2021

Dan Prenty Dundalk, Co. Louth Father of Donal Prenty Dublin North 08/03/2021

Harry Murphy Churchtown, Dublin Brother of Peter Murphy Dublin North 09/03/2021 

Nora O’Connor Kenmare, Co. Kerry Mother of Eugene O’Connor Cork City 10/03/2021

John Hannon Castletroy, Co. Limerick Son of John Hannon Limerick City 12/03/2021

Sarah Keane Belmullet, Co. Mayo
Mother of Michael Keane
Mother of John Keane

Donegal North
Ballina

12/03/2021
12/03/2021

Alicoque Hoban Castlebar, Co. Mayo Sister of Seamus Lohan Castlebar 13/03/2021

Jim Ryan Crossneen, Co. Carlow Brother of Liam Ryan Cork City 14/03/2021

Fergal Trayers Ballymahon, Co. Westmeath Son of Tom Trayers Athlone 15/03/2021

Agnes Colton Dundalk, Co. Louth Wife of Leo Colton Dundalk 16/03/2021

Annie Scanlan Newcastle West, Co. Limerick Mother of Jerry Scanlan Limerick County 19/03/2021

Billy Daly Kilconly, Co. Galway Brother of John Daly Cavan  19/03/2021

Kitty Traynor Cummer, Co. Galway Wife of Peter Traynor Tuam 21/03/2021

Mary Delia Larkin Aughrim, Co. Galway Mother of Frank Larkin Galway 23/03/2021

Shirley Cunningham Glasnevin, Dublin Daughter of Anna Cunningham Dublin North 26/03/2021

Teresa Fox Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Mother in Law of Sean O’Leary Wexford 26/03/2021

Sean Hyland Knock, Co. Mayo Brother in Law of John Hynes Roscommon 28/03/2021 

Teresa Madden Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow Mother of Jim Madden Dublin South 30/03/2021

Kevin O’Connor Doneraile, Co. Cork Brother of John O’Connor Cork City 03/04/2021

Margaret McLoughlin Westport, Co. Mayo Mother of Noel McLoughlin Dublin North 04/04/2021

Shane Middleton Nenagh, Tipperary Son of Chris Middleton Nenagh 04/04/2021 

Michéal Donoghue Ballinasloe, Co. Roscommon Brother of Kevin Donohoe Kilkenny 05/04/2021

Frances Noonan Buttevant, Co. Cork Mother of Tom Noonan Kildare North 06/04/2021 

Dan Lynch Listowel, Co. Kerry Father of John Lynch Limerick City 07/04/2021

Joe McCarthy Ballinascarthy, Co. Cork Father of Tony McCarthy Cork West 10/04/2021 

May Shortt Ballyfermot, Dublin Mother in Law of Donie Kelleher Mullingar 10/04/2021 
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Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death

James Kilbane Mervue, Co. Galway Brother in Law of Tony Lavelle Ballina 13/04/2021

Jack  Conroy Doohoma, Co. Mayo
Father in Law of Gerry Connolly
Father of Martin Conroy 
Father of Mick Conroy 

Sligo/Leitrim 14/04/2021

Eimear Lawlor Edenderry, Co. Offaly Daughter of Ger Lawlor Offaly 16/04/2021

Lorraine O’Reilly Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan Wife of John O’Reilly Cavan  16/04/2021

John Ruane Dun Laoghaire, Dublin
Brother of Tony Ruane
Brother of Joe Ruane

Dublin North
Dun Laoghaire

18/04/2021
18/04/2021

Conor King Douglas, Co. Cork Grandson of Fonsie King Cork City 24/04/2021 

Josephine Bracken Clonaslee, Co. Laois Wife of  Jerry Bracken Laois 25/04/2021

John Gallagher Knockmore, Co. Mayo Brother of Michael Gallagher Limerick City 26/04/2021

Mary Dowling Australia Wife of Tom Dowling Dublin North 27/04/2021

Michael  Quinn Ashbourne, Co. Meath Father in Law of Paul Fanning Dublin West 04/05/2021

Maura Goode Portlaoise, Co. Laois Mother of Declan Goode Laois 05/05/2021

Anne Thorne Emyvale, Co. Monaghan Wife of Frank Thorne Longford 07/05/2021 

Marian Hackett Swords, Dublin Sister of Joe Ellis Carlow 09/05/2021 

Tim Murphy Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry Father of Gearóid Murphy Dublin North 10/05/2021 

Paddy O’Leary Charleville, Co. Cork Brother of Sean O’Leary Wexford 11/05/2021

DECEASED RELATIVES

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death

Christina Gallagher Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan Cavan 24/12/2020 widow and member

Margaret Molloy Cabra, Dublin Dublin North 09/01/2021 widow and member

Eileen Hoey Beaumont, Dublin 05/03/2021 widow

Vera Lanigan Blackrock, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 29/03/2021 widow and member

Marjorie Farrelly Bishopstown, Co. Cork Cork City 30/03/2021 widow and member

Margaret Gillen Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Monaghan 12/04/2021 widow and member

Lelia Moloney Killarney, Co.Kerry 12/04/2021 widow

Violet McCarrick Navan Road, Dublin Dublin West 14/04/2021 widow and member

Bernadette Lillis Rochfortbridge, Co. Westmeath Mullingar 22/04/2021 widow and member

Kathleen Moriarty Killester, Dublin Dublin North 27/04/2021 widow and member

Maire Whelan Dundalk, Co. Louth Dundalk 28/04/2021 widow and member

Joan Lynch Salthill, Co. Galway 03/05/2021 widow

Margaret McHale Belmullet, Co. Mayo 08/05/2021 widow

Margaret Staunton Ennis, Co. Clare 08/05/2021 widow

DECEASED WIDOWS
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Address: Unit 10/11, IDA Industrial, Estate, Cork Rd, Waterford

Phone: +353 (0)51 590 000    Email: info@rigneydolphin.ie

CONTACT
SOLUTIONS

STAFFING
SOLUTIONS

SPECIALISED
SERVICES

VIRTUAL
ASSISTANT

Trusted 
Partner.
Reliable 
Collaborator.
With Individual client realtionships spanning over 
three decades, we are in it for the long haul.

Thank you to all members and staff of An Garda Síochána 
for your ongoing work during these unprecedented times.

One of Kildare’s busiest law firm’s. 

Based in Naas, we serve the needs of clients locally, regionally 
and nationwide in all court matters of Criminal Law, Family 
Law, Employment Law and Personal Injury claims.

Tel: 045 856953 

Email: info@timkennellysolicitors.ie

Tim Kennelly Solicitors, 32 North 
Main Street, Naas, Co. Kildare
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suppOrt GraphICs
The Cloud Device

The LL Brand uses a graphic cloud device to build a unique and  

recognisable style across all applications. The device can be used to 

house an image, heading or to isolate the logo. For examples of the 

cloud device in use, see The Brand in Action Section page 10.

The Rainbow

The rainbow support graphic should only be used when there is  

a large graphic area and it doesn’t interfere with or distract from  

the brand identity.

File identifier:

sky_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

File identifier:

rainbow_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

sky_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

rainbow_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

Choose LauraLynn as your charity partner: 
Make a difference

Build your brand by partnering with a unique charity

Enhanced staff morale

Tailored support from our corporate team

Engage in exciting fundraising teambuilding events

Help us make the most of 
short and precious lives

LauraLynn is Ireland’s ONLY children’s hospice. 
We provide palliative care and support to children  

with life-limiting conditions and their families.

T:  01 289 3151 
E: info@lauralynn.ie 
W: www.lauralynn.ie



GSRMA NEW MEMBERS
Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Jarlath Burke GALWAY

Ann C. Byrne DROGHEDA

Patrick J. Carroll CORK

Michael Conway DUBLIN SOUTH

Donal Corkery CORK

Daniel Creedon DUBLIN NORTH

James Cremin CORK

Patrick Cunningham DONEGAL NORTH

Kieran Danagher CORK

Kathleen Donlon LAOIS

Frank Fallon CORK

Gerard Farrell DUBLIN NORTH

John Forkan DONEGAL NORTH

Patrick B. Gilchrist LONGFORD

Kevin Gilgunn DONEGAL SOUTH

Eleanor Halloran SLIGO/LEITRIM

Damian Hogan DUBLIN NORTH

Stephen Kelly MONAGHAN

Jerry Keohane DUBLIN SOUTH

John Kirwan DUBLIN WEST

John Kieran Kneafsey OFFALY

Fionnan Lynch DUBLIN SOUTH

Maura MacBradaigh DUN LAOGHAIRE

Martin Maloney OFFALY

Jeremiah Noel Maxwell CORK

Mary McConalogue DUBLIN WEST

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Chris McCormack MONAGHAN

Christine McGerty CORK

Dave McInerney DUBLIN SOUTH

Marie McMahon CORK

Dan McSweeney DUBLIN WEST

Pat Meany Cork West

Daniel Mulligan DUBLIN NORTH

Gerry O’Brien DUBLIN SOUTH

Michael O’Brien CORK

Richard O’Callaghan CORK

John O’Connor DUBLIN NORTH

Patricia O’Connor DUBLIN NORTH

Fergus O’Donnell CORK

Maurice O’Donoghue CORK

Patricia O’Gorman WEXFORD

Stephen O’Leary CORK

John O’Shaughnessy DUBLIN NORTH

Padraig O’Toole CORK

Florrie Quinn DUN LAOGHAIRE

Joe Shannon MONAGHAN

Anne Stapleton DUBLIN SOUTH

Gerard Stapleton DUN LAOGHAIRE

Pat Stevenson CORK

Una Sullivan NAAS

David Thomas DUNDALK

Michael Troy WEXFORD

John Twomey DUN LAOGHAIRE

Margaret Rowland DUBLIN NORTH
 

Bulletin Board
GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg Number First Name Last Name Station

00443L Teresa Connolly Henry Street

23391K Brian Murphy SDU

22370M James Cully Cabra

25082A Padraig Diver Letterkenny

21886C Kieran Reidy Dundalk

25121F Desmond Murphy Carnew

25137B Derek Halligan Dunshaughlin

24884C Patrick Fitzmaurice Gort

24862B Derek Smith GNIB

24256L Gary F Corrigan Tallaght

24991B Alan O’Connell Shankill

23351L David Dyer Firearms Training Unit

23811B John Kavanagh Cill Ronain

22216L Patrick Conway Community Engagement
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We work with our clients in 
a mutually respectful and 

collaborative manner to reach 
the best possible solution.

Personal Services
Commerical Litigation & Corporate Services

47/48 Parnell Square, Dublin 1
Tel: +353 1 865 8800

Email: info@kentcarty.com

Please contact us at

T +353 (0) 61 704740

E info@pbcbiomed.ie

Your Partner to Design, Develop and
Manufacture your next Medical Device

PBC Biomed are certified to ISO 13485:2016
for the Design, Development and Manufacture
of Medical devices.

 

 

 Please contact us if you:
✔ Require a Design / Development process compliant to the
ISO Standard

 

✔ Require access to a highly experienced Advisory Board for
Voice of Customer input

✔  Support to navigate the Regulatory / Approval Process

✔ Contract Manufacturing

4D, Western  Business Park,
Shannon, Co. Clare, Ireland

Please contact us at

T +353 (0) 61 704740

E info@pbcbiomed.ie

Your Partner to Design, Develop and
Manufacture your next Medical Device

PBC Biomed are certified to ISO 13485:2016
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Notice Board

LOOKING FOR SNAPSHOT OF 
‘SEPTEMBER E CLASS’ OF 1982
Seamus Finn [23015D] Dun Laoghaire Branch member 
is looking for the photo of September ‘E’ Class of 1982. 
If any member could assist, please contact Seamus 
directly via email familyfinn7@gmail.com or phone 086-
8527413.

MEMORIAL MASS DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Hubert and Tom Waters tell us that on 18 November 
1971, their father, Sgt Padraic Waters [10114A] and 
two other colleagues from Sligo Garda Station were 
responding to an emergency call at Carrickhenry, Sligo. 
    On the way to the scene, the official vehicle was in 
collision with another car. Sgt Waters died as a result 
of the collision. Padraic joined An Garda Síochána in 
1948 and was stationed in Carna, Ballinasloe and 
Roundstone in Co. Galway. He went to Castleisland, Co. 
Kerry, then Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim and finally 
to Sligo Garda Station. 
    A Memorial Mass to remember Padraic’s 50th 
Anniversary will take place at 10am in Saint Ann’s in 
Sligo Town on 18 November.  Tom Waters is a member 
of the Clare Branch.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 
1972 CLASS IN TEMPLEMORE
Next year is the 50th Anniversary of September 1972 
Class in Templemore. Any retired member of this class 
who would like to be part of a team to organise a reunion 
should contact Joe Watkins, Fermoy Branch Secretary on 
086-3342419 or email joewatkins51@yahoo.co.uk.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAY ‘A’ AND ‘B’ CLASSES 1972
Next year is also the 50th Anniversary of May ‘A’ and ‘B’ Classes 1972. If any retired member of those classes 
would like to be part of a team to organise a reunion, then contact Ken Barker, Dun Laoghaire Branch, via email 
kenneth.m.barker@gmail.com.

SNAPSHOT OF MAY ‘C’ CLASS 1964
Brendan Cullimore (15683C) Waterford branch 
member, is looking for any photo of May ‘C’ 1964 
Class, so if any member can assist please contact 
Brendan directly via email brendancullimore@yahoo.ie 
or phone 087-6697843.

A NOVEL IDEA FOR BOOK 
COMPETITION! 
Tom Croke would like to offer three signed copies 
of his latest book ‘STRIKE BACK’ (the third book 
in the Detective Kate Bowen mystery thriller 
series). Answer this question to win: What is 
the nickname of D/Supt Kate Bowen’s second-
in-command D/I at SIU? The first three GSRMA 
members to email the answer to trcroke@gmail.com 
will win a signed copy. Tom will post the winners on 
www.facebook.com/KateBowenofficial.

REUNION FOR CLASS OF JUNE 1981 
Joy Treacy [00208K] Dublin South Branch member, 
is looking to get in contact with members of her 
class of June 1981 to organise a reunion. If any 
member of the class is interested, please contact 
Joy directly via email jj.treacy@hotmail.com

WEBSITE DRAW WINNER
Congratulations to Gerry Connor [20411M], Dundalk 
Branch – the winner of the Website Users’ Draw – 
who has picked up a handy €50!
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SPRING PHOTO CAPTION 
COMPETITION WINNER
Congratulations to Thomas and Bridie Brogan from the 
Sligo/Leitrim Branch – who won caption competition in 
the Spring issue for their winning caption: ‘Two metres 
apart Sheamie – now, how can we flatten OUR curves?’ 
A cool €50 note will be on its way to you soon!

Notice Board

SUMMER PHOTO CAPTION 
COMPETITION
‘What did Zaim say to Mick?’ Submit a caption 
for this photo to be in with a chance to win €50 in the 
‘GSRMA Summer 2021 Caption Competition’.      
     There is just one entry (max. 20 words) per person, 
which can be submitted by post marked ‘Caption 
Competition’ to GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, 
Dublin D08 AE6X, or by email to editor@gardaretired.
com. The closing date for entries is 31 July.

LOCKDOWN DRAW WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following members who have 
each won a lockdown bonus of €500 in the ‘GSRMA 
Members Summer 2021 Draw’:
• Tom Meehan [18691M], Clare Branch
• Brenda McCarrick [Widow], Dublin West Branch
• Gerard Hester [21090M], Offaly Branch
• William Doyle [22320D], Mallow Branch
• James Walsh [10467A] Wexford Branch
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I’m sure that many of you readers were never aware that 
a group of criminals decided to forge our paycheques and 

were successful in cashing a number of them in the Dublin 
region back in the 1980s.
 For many years and ever since the Garda Síochána 
progressed to their weekly or monthly payments by cheque, 
the Garda paycheques, via the Paymaster Generals Office, 
were printed by the same security printing company in green 
on a white background. The cheques did not contain any 
security features which made them simple to copy on a 
colour copier or print them by a basic colour printer

CRIMINALS CASH IN ON 
GARDA PAY CHEQUES 

DURING THE 1980S
The fraudsters never rest and are 
still out there, having changed from 
trying to encash Garda pay cheques to 
online trickery and cloning bank cards, 
according to Willie McGee, Kildare North 
Branch. His advice is to stay safe, be 
vigilant and always heed the warnings 
about personal banking and online 
shopping security.

CASHING GARDA PAY
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 Sometime in 1987, an actual Garda cheque in the sum 
of approximately £600 fell into the hands of this group 
of fraudsters. It happened through the inadvertent action 
of a member of the force who cashed his cheque with a 
bookmaker in Harold’s Cross, who in turn paid off a debt he 
owed another bookie with that cheque. 
 The second bookie was a friend of the criminals and 
handed over the cheque to them to work on. This fact was 
discovered at a later date because the forged cheques that 
were cashed had all the same number, which led us back to 
the original handover by the member. 
 We were satisfied the first bookie was above board but 
the second guy lodged it to his account weeks after he 
received it, which gave the criminals plenty of time to erase 
the details and type in the name ‘Charlie Ryan’ as the payee 
with the amount in the region of IR£600.

CHEQUES CASHED IN RATHMINES
All they required now was a man who would carry out 
the encashment of the cheques; the man who stepped 
forward was a well-known seasoned criminal named Charlie 
Kirkwood, whom they considered had the audacity to face 
people without flinching, especially if they looked at him 
twice while he was cashing a cheque. 
 The cheques were cashed generally around the 
Rathmines District in shops and stores where Gardaí often 
cashed their cheques and afterwards, we became aware 
that an ex-member who was dismissed from that District 

obviously advised them where to go. 
 Charlie obtained a blue shirt and tie 
pin to ensure he looked like a member and 
had his photograph taken in the Dublin Bus 
Office in O’Connell Street, having secured an 
outer Garda Identification Card. He placed 
the photograph inside the card to show who 
he allegedly was if ever asked for ID, which 
he never was but flashed the card as he was 
cashing all his cheques. 
 Nobody ever examined the card as people 
were not in the habit of scrutinising our 
cards if ever produced. Strange then that a 
Garda member from the Rathmines District 
was unfortunate enough to have lost his 
identification card twice in his career.
 Charlie walked with a pronounced limp 
which he obtained as a result of an attempted 
escape from prison wardens when escorted 
to the Mater Hospital after feigning a sickness 
while in Mountjoy, and he needed treatment 
in the Mater. He wished to use the toilet on 



CASHING GARDA PAY
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About the Author: Willie McGee joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1966 and has served in Pearse Street, CTF, 
Kilmainham and Ballyfermot, and also headed up the 
first Anti-Racketeering Unit in Garda HQ. Willie retired 
in 2002 as Detective Superintendent in the Garda 
Bureau for Fraud Investigation.

the ground floor and while in the toilet opened the window 
and, in his attempt, to jump out onto the path in Eccles 
Street, he got himself impaired on the railing. 
 His stay in the Mater was much longer than expected, 
which left him with a permanent limp. In fact, as 
descriptions of the suspect came in, his name was high up 
on the suspect list but few really thought it would have been 
possible for him to carry out these daring crimes. 
 He was actually observed cashing a cheque in the bank 
in Clondalkin by a member who never thought other than 
he was about his lawful business, which in fact he was not 
but he succeeded in cashing one there too.

‘CHEQUE’ POINT CHARLIE!
His final foray was on St Stephen’s Day in 1987 in a small 
grocery shop in Upper Rathmines Road where he left the 
cheque with the shopkeeper as she hadn’t enough cash for 
him and arranged to call back later for it. 
 When two young Gardaí came into the shop later the old 
lady there explained to them that she was sorry for the old 
Garda with a bad limp who was to return later to her. They 
returned to the station and told the Station Sgt Pat McGee 
and his Gaoler John Wall the story of the old woman in the 
shop around the corner. 
 Bells rang immediately with them from our circulation 
of the cheques and the two young members were detailed 
to  go and arrest this aging member, which was duly 
completed. Charlie was arrested, kept in custody for the 
night and appeared in court the following morning.
 I was in charge of the Stolen Cheque & Credit Card 
Section of the Garda Fraud Squad at that time and took 
over the case. An identification parade was arranged during 
one of the remands and we used three serving members of 
the force in the parade to make up the required number. In 
fåact, one witness picked out one of these members, Ray 

Casey (RIP), but all others picked out Charlie 
much to our satisfaction.
 He went for trial, pleaded not guilty but 
was convicted and sentenced to six and a half 
years’ imprisonment, which was by far the 
most severe sentence handed down to any 
fraudster in my time. However, as all fraudsters 
did as advised, he appealed his sentence and 
was then given eight years. 

BEWARE OF ONLINE FRAUD 
The fraudsters didn’t rest easy and we later 
thwarted them in their attempt to encash 
army paycheques. Timing their attempts with 
returning army personnel from the Lebanon, 
they continued with three successful attempts 
in cashing prison officers’ cheques which were 
similar in make-up to the Garda cheques, but 
had the payee named ‘Willie McGee, Prison 
Officer, Mountjoy Prison’ imprinted on them. 
 A successful surveillance operation led 

by the then D/Sgt Terry McGinn succeeded in arresting 
the culprits after they cashed cheques in AIB branches in 
Phibsboro and Capel Street. 
 The fraudsters are still out there and have changed from 
trying to encash Garda paycheques to online trickery and the 
cloning of bank cards – they don’t rest so always heed the 
warnings about your personal banking and online shopping. 
Stay safe and be vigilant everyone.



 

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS
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• NEW SERGEANTS (1971) 
The ‘unknown’ sergeant in the photo (p. 125 of the 
Spring 2021 edition) is Donal J. (Donie) O’Sullivan who 
retired from Watercourse Road Station, Cork in November 
1994. Donie is a native of Doneraile in North Cork and 
he loves to remind us all of an old adage about his native 
spot which states “Doneraile for flour and male but 
Cahermee for horses”.

Pictured (l-r): Frank Fitzpatrick, Donal J. (Donie) 
O’Sullivan, Mary O’Donnell, ? Hegarty (Photo courtesy of 
Frank Fitzpatrick, Dublin North Branch)

• WINNERS OF THE ANNUAL GARDA RUGBY 7-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT 1977 HELD AT PORTLAOISE

Back: Noel McCarthy (Coach), 
Maurice Cotter, John O’Mahony, 
John Keane.
Front: John Evans, John Nalty, 
John Shannon, Pat McCabe.
(Photo courtesy of 1st sub Mick 
Lernihan, Bray Branch)

Front: Sergeant Murt Kelly, Supt Michael Cunningham, unknown 
Sergeant; 
Back: Unknown, Malachy O’Connor, Pat Gaffey.
(Photo courtesy of John Cunningham, Galway Branch)

• BLARNEY GARDAÍ C. 1950
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• TRANSFER OF GARDAÍ FROM FERMOY (1982)
Transfer of Denis Quinlan and Eamon Laffan from Fermoy District to Cork City in 1982. 

Front: Barry O’Keeffe, Gerry Towey, Geraldine O’Boyle, Denis Quinlan, Sean Murray, Eamonn Laffan, Margaret Sheedy, Pat Fletcher 
and P.J. Feeney.
Middle: Kieran McGann, John Lynch, John Conway, Tom Corcoran, Pat Hayes, Joe Watkins, Larry O’Hara, Dan Noonan, Tim Healy.
Back: Bernie Maye, Pat O’Driscoll, Charlie O’Sullivan, Niall Hunter, John O’Riordan, Pat O’Connor, Dan O’Driscoll, Jim Conway, Mick 
Burke.(Photo courtesy of Larry O’Hara, Fermoy Branch)

• SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE, TEMPLEMORE (1964)
Joe Crann, Mullingar [10281D] pictured with his colleagues in Templemore in 1964 at the Sergeants’ Promotion Course.  Joe joined 
the force in 1952 and retired in 1987 and thankfully is hale and hearty in his 91st year. Templemore was still relatively new; this 
picture having been taken after its official opening.

Front: T. Enright, J. O’Connor, J. Crann, J. Byrne, Inspector Kenny, C/Supt McDonagh, J. Murphy, J. McAndrew, P. Boyle, J. Winters.
Middle: J. McDonnell, S. Dunford, W. Curran, C. Casey, J. Sullivan, J. Tully, J. Garvey, A. Hynes, J. Cronin.
Back: J Callanan, D. Ryan, E. Doddy, J. Cashman, P. Boyle, P. Barrins, P. King, J. Walsh
(Photo courtesy of Joe Crann, Mullingar Branch)
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