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The first six weeks of 2020 has been a busy start for 
your new Editor in gearing up for GE2020 and the 

Lobbying Campaign that ensued. 
     Let’s hope that the 33rd Dáil can form a stable 
government, willing to deliver on the commitments made 
to our many members on the doorsteps of Ireland in the 
run-up to the General Election. 
     We asked the parties and the candidates to ensure 
that Parity of Pension was maintained with our serving 
colleagues in An Garda Síochána. We asked that we, as 
public sector retirees, be allowed Negotiate our Pensions. 
     We asked that all the money taken from our pay 
and pensions since 2010 by way of FEMPI Legislation 
be Restored to us now. Most of the political oarties 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

GSRMA COUNTS 
ON POLITICAL 
PROMISES ON 

PARITY
The GSRMA’s newly-appointed General Secretary Mick Lernihan hopes that politicians will 
honour commitments and promises made in the run-up to the General Election 2020, 
and that Parity will be retained, Negotiation Rights secured and the reversal of FEMPI cuts 
reflected in members’ pensions going forward.
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responded, stating that they would support our concerns 
– well “the proof of the pudding is in the eating”. 
     At GSRMA House, I have followed up on the 
commitments made to you by again communicating 
with those groups of politicians who may be putting a 
Programme for Government together, and again asking 
them to deliver for us just as we’ve delivered for them. 
     There are many pressing issues nationally for the new 
government and our three concerns can be put right by 
the simple stroke of a pen.
     Let’s hope that in the run up to our 100th Birthday in 
2022 the “pudding”, at the very least, will ensure that 
Parity is retained, our Negotiation Rights secured and the 
reversal of FEMPI cuts will be reflected in our pensions 
going forward.

Mick Lernihan
Editor
March 2020
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At a recent meeting of 
Ballina Branch, the following 
bereavement, votes of 
sympathy were passed to the 
family of (a)the late retired D/
Garda Matt Meer, from SDU on 
Harcourt Square. (On retirement 
Matt and his family moved 
back to his native Bonniconlon 
where he engaged in his first 
love of sheep farming under the 
foothills of the Ox Mountains); 
(b) Garda Michael Caplice 
(Retired) on the death of his 
sister-in-law Sr Evelyn Mannion 
in Galway, and (c) Garda Tom 
McManus (Retired) on the death 
of his uncle Monsignor Patrick 
J. McManus in Kilnaleck, Co. 
Cavan. 
May Their Gentle Souls Rest in 
Peace.

ATHY BRANCH

A large gathering of retired and serving Gardaí, their families and community representatives from Athy, 
together with other local organisations, attended the Remembrance and Thanksgiving Mass on 29 November 
2019, which was celebrated at Cuan Mhuire, Oldmill, Vicarstown Road in Athy by Reverend Father Tim 
Hannon. We wish to convey our gratitude to Sister Consilio and staff at Cuan Mhuire.
     The Mass was also attended by Eamon Hession, Treasurer of GSRMA Executive Committee and retired 
members from other GSRMA Branches, and it was followed by a wholesome meal in Cuan Mhuire’s beautiful 
Christmas oriented shop/restaurant served by exceptional staff and enjoyed by all.  

BALLINA BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Pictured at the Annual Mass in Cuan Mhuire, 
Athy were (l-r): Tony Timmoney, Athy Branch 
Chairperson; Lorna Garland, Garda Employee 
Assistance Service; Owen Doyle, Athy; Vera 
Doyle, Athy Branch Secretary; Kildare’s 
Inspector Jim Molloy, Kildare; Noeleen Friel, 
Athy Branch Treasurer; Kildare’s Sgt Gavin 
Dunphy; Sharron McGinty, Athy Garda Station; 
D/Supt Martin Harrington, Athy’s Sgt Jim Bergin, 
Athy’s Community Garda Séan O’Malley.

Athy Branch members pictured at their AGM on 11 
February in the Athy Golf Club. Back Row (l-r): Tom 
Harte, PJ Keating, Tony Timoney, Owen Doyle and Tom 
Freil. Front Row (l-r): Marie Roche, Collette Timoney, 
Vera Doyle and Noeleen Freil

Maureen Hussey, Trisha Slowey and Joan Cahill enjoyed the Ballina 
Branch Christmas Dinner.

4  Síocháin 
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The Annual Christmas Lunch at Bray Golf Club on 
Saturday 7 December 2019 was attended by 122 
members, families and guests, which was by far the 
biggest turnout for the branch, and continues to grow 
under the stewardship of Chairman Tom Conway, 
Secretary Mick O’Hanrahan, and Treasurer (and 
newly-appointed General Secretary) Mick Lernihan.
     Members were treated to a fabulous Christmas 
Lunch by the staff of Bray GC and members 
engaged in many memories of previous Christmases 
when proudly wearing the uniform of An Garda 
Síochána. The Branch was well supported by 
serving members in the shape of the newly-
appointed Chief Supt the Wicklow/Wexford Division 
– Denis Ferry – as well as Sergeants Jenny Carrick 
and Tomas Barrett.
     Following the meal, we held the now traditional 
Charity Raffle with this year’s nominee charity being 
Bray Area Rough Sleepers Support (BARSS). The 
raffle for fantastic prizes raised €600 for BARSS and 
the proceeds were presented in time for Christmas 
by Branch Chairman & Central Committee Member 
Tom Conway to Paula Murphy, co-ordinator of 
BARSS on 23 December 2019.
     The committee would like to acknowledge the 
generosity of our members and guests in raising 

these much needed funds for those less fortunate – 
THANK YOU. The Bray Garda District works closely 
with BARSS and has built up a great relationship 
with the charity, which the Bray Branch of GSRMA is 
delighted to support.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Ballina Branch members at their Christmas Dinner in The Merry Monk in Ballina: Back Row (l-r): Tom Lyons, John 
McCormack, Danny Gallagher, Tony Lavelle, Cyril Collins, Peter Kelly, Michael Clarke, Jim Gill, Michael Caplice, 
Des McCann, Des McGuinn, Pádraig Prendergast, PJ Clarke, Noel Tighe and Val McLoughlin. Front Row (l-r): 
Maureen Hussey, Trisha Slowey, Neil McCarron, Mary O’Brien, Jim Friel, Maura Deacy, Joan Cahill and Eddie 
Naughton.

Pictured at Bray’s iconic Bandstand on 23 December 
2019 were (l-r): Sgt John Fitzpatrick, ComPol, 
Bray, Paula Murphy, Co-ordinator of BARSS, Tom 
Conway, Mick Lernihan. Branch Chairman, who is 
the GSRMA’s newly-appointed General Secretary. 

BRAY BRANCH

6  Síocháin 
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CARLOW BRANCH

A superb Christmas dinner place 
on 29 December 2019 in the 
Seven Oaks Hotel was enjoyed 
by the good turnout and a raffle 
was held for a selection of 
spot prizes. Our popular coffee 
mornings continue in the first 
Tuesday of the month in the 
Seven Oaks Hotel.
     The Annual Mass for 
deceased members takes place 
on Monday 2 March at 7pm in 
Askea Church, Carlow, followed 
by the Branch AGM in Carlow 
Garda Station at 8pm.

Clare Branch rounded off 2019 in style 
with its Annual Christmas Dinner at the Old 
Ground Hotel in Ennis.  Up to 60 branch 
members, wives and partners enjoyed the 
wonderful selection of seasonal treats and 
atmosphere served up by the courteous and 
diligent staff of the first class hotel.   
     This was the third annual Christmas 
dinner since the Branch held the first event 
2017 and its growing popularity has seen 
an increase in the numbers attending every 
year.  Lots of spots, songs and stories 
rounded off what was a truly wonderful 
afternoon.  
     In appreciating the support and 
sending good wishes for Christmas and 
the New Year to all family and friends, 
the MC said the occasion could not pass 
without remembering the person who had 
initiated the Christmas Lunch – former 
branch chairman Pat McGuire sadly had 
passed away less than a month earlier. 
The gathering spontaneously showed its 
appreciation at the mention of Pat’s name.  
May he Rest in Peace. 

CLARE BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Carlow members enjoying their Annual Branch Christmas Dinner. (Photo 
courtesy of Benny Mills, Carlow Branch)

Kieran Crowe and his rendering of ‘I’ll Take You Home Again 
Kathleen’!

John Madden and Pat Faherty are always good for a song or 
parody.  

CORK CITY BRANCH

Cork Garda Mass: Over 200 attended the Cork 
Garda Mass at the SMA Church, Wilton, on Thursday 
21 November 2019 where the celebrants included His 
Grace, Bishop Fintan Gavin, Fr Pat Stevenson (PP) 
from Crosshaven, Deacon John Guiry and Rev. Isobel 
Jackson. 

     Among the large attendance were Michael Gavin 
(Dublin North Branch) and Mrs Angela Gavin, parents 
of the Bishop of Cork & Ross. The participation 
of Cork Garda Male Voice Choir under Musical 
Conductor, Marjoria Moran and the opportunity to 
meet the new Bishop made the occasion memorable. 
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Pictured (l-r): C/Supt. Barry McPolin, Fr. Pat Stevenson (PP) 
Crosshaven; Mrs Angela Gavin, Bishop Fintan Gavin, Michael Gavin 
(Dublin North Branch), Deacon John Guiry, Rev. Isobel Jackson, 
and Supt Michael McGuire. (Photo courtesy of Garda Alan Crowley, 
Anglesea Street, Cork)

Christmas Lunch: A total of 142 
attended the 17th Annual Christmas 
Lunch at Rochestown Park Hotel on 
Thursday 5 December 2019. In 2002, 
the late Pat Doherty, Pat Byrne and 
Pat Fitzgerald organised the first social 
event.  The old saying ‘From little 
acorns the mighty oak trees grow’ is 
true in this case. 
     Our thanks to singers Angela 
Casey, Anne Healy, Jim Healy and Jim 
Griffin, to Ollie Keaney on his ‘mouth 
organ’ and to Senan Carrig for his 
wonderful ‘spoons display’. Everyone 
enjoyed the delicious meal with table 
wine (sponsored by St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union).  
     During the afternoon, Branch 
Treasurer, P.J. Brennan made a 
presentation to Mrs Mary Doody, to 
acknowledge her 43-year membership 
of the GSRMA. A total of 30 other 
patrons took home spot-prizes. The 
GSRMA Grant-Aid sponsorship helped 
reduce the admission charge to €25.  

90th Birthday Celebrations: On 
Tuesday 25 February, Pat Nolan, who 
had served 20 years as Sergeant I/C 
in Carrignavar, Co. Cork, celebrated 
his 90th birthday with his wife Maura 
and family. An article on Pat’s ‘Life & 
Times in the Force’ was published in 
the Summer 2019 issue of ‘Síocháin’. 
GSRMA members and ‘Síocháin’ wish 
Pat many more years of good health 
and happiness.

Pictured (l-r): Carmel Doody with 
her mother Mrs Mary Doody who is 
the longest serving member of the 
Cork City Branch. (Photo courtesy 
of Frank Quinn, Cork City Branch)

Christmas Lunch: Our 2019 Christmas lunch was in 
the Skylon Hotel on 6 December and a large number of 
our members and their families were in attendance.    
     Attending as our special guests was the Bishop of 
Cork and Ross, Bishop Fintan Gavin with his parents 
Michael and Angela, and our Employee Assistance 
Officers, Gardaí Sandra Flood and Danny Cleary. 
Michael Gavin, the Bishop’s father, is a long-time 
member of Dublin North Branch. 
     Welcoming all who attended, our Secretary Christy 
Lonergan especially welcomed Bishop Gavin and 
congratulated him on his appointment as the Bishop 
of Cork and Ross. Christy told us about the Bishop’s 
early life at school in CBS Westland Row and Clonliffe 
College and his social work at Our Lady’s Hostel on 

Eccles Street in Dublin.
     “After ordination his priestly duties took him to serve 
in Tallaght, Marino and Ballymun Road where he served 
as Chaplin and Curate, and he also had time to do post 
graduate studies in Rome and became Dr of Cannon 
Law, and ministered there and in Florence, New York, 
Buenos Aires and Alicante,” Christy stated. 
     Our Chairman Jim Murphy thanked the Bishop for 
his attendance and made a presentation to him on 
behalf of the Branch and Mary Gormley a committee 
member made a presentation of flowers to the Bishops 
mother Angela Gavin.
     Responding Bishop Gavin thanked the Branch for 
inviting him, and his joy to be with members of the 
Garda Síochána. His life was always associated with 

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

Pat Nolan celebrated his 90th 
birthday with his wife Maura 
and family on 25 February.
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the Gardaí as his father was a member and served a 
long period of his life serving the public. The Bishop 
noted the major role played by the Gardaí in society, 
adding that now as retired members they contribute in a 
major way to the social fabric of our country.  
     He thanked the Chairman for the Branch 
presentation and he gave all those present his blessing 
and wished all retired members a very Happy Christmas 
and a bright and happy New Year.

Coffee Morning: At our coffee morning on the last 
Tuesday of November our Chairman Jim Murphy made 

Branch committee member Mary Gormley made a 
presentation of flowers to the Bishop’s mother Angela 
Gavin.

Dublin North Branch Chairman Jim Murphy made a 
presentation to Paschal Feeney on his retirement as 
GSRMA General Secretary.
a presentation to Paschal Feeney who was retiring as 
GSRMA General Secretary. The Chairman thanked him 
for his support and attendance at our AGMs and his 
willingness always to be of help and assistance to our 
Branch.  
     Having worked with Paschal, Matt Cosgrave, former 
GSRMA President, praised him for his work as the 
General Secretary of our Association, especially the 
work he did with the Branches all over the country, 
which resulted in a major increase in our membership 
during Paschal’s tenure as General Secretary.
     His skills as a negotiator and administrator and his 
easy manner made him a joy to work with, said Matt, 
before wishing him well in his retirement and offering his 
successor Michael Lernihan every success. 
     Paschal thanked both the Chairman and the Branch 
for the presentation and amongst other things stated 
that his objective at all times, whether in the GRA, 
AGSI or GSRMA, was to serve his people and be of 
assistance to them. He worked tirelessly in the interest 
of the Association and while he achieved some success, 
he regrets that the restoration of our pensions was not 
conceded. He wished the GSRMA every success and 
promised he would continue to serve at branch level in 
the future.
     Our coffee morning has since resumed at the Skylon 
Hotel and takes place on the last Tuesday of each 

Chairman Jim Murphy made a presentation to Bishop 
Gavin on behalf of the Branch.

month at 10.30am, where we bring our members up 
to date on branch news and activities. We thank our 
members for their support and contributions over the 
past year and look forward to their continuing support 
during 2020.

Card Games: Our card game at the Skylon Hotel on 
each Wednesday night was dealt a severe blow over 
the Christmas period with the passing of two of our dear 
members – John McKeever and Michael O’Connor. 
We would like to express our sincere sympathy to both 
families. They are sorely missed by all our members 
especially the card game group where they made a 
major contribution with their skills at cards and more 
importantly their fun and sense of humour. May They 
Rest in Peace. 

AGM: Our AGM took place at the Skylon Hotel on 
Tuesday 25 February. 

12  Síocháin 
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Branch members at the handover of the cheque to the 
Hospice include John Kelly, Michael Coleman, Gerry 
Blake, Tony Tighe, Garda Chaplin Fr Joe Kennedy, 
F. Murphy, Gerry McDonagh, Dr Gerry Canning, Tim 
Dalton, John Duffy and friends.

Harold’s Cross Hospice Fundraiser: In June every 
year since 2000, a voluntary committee (formed by 
the late Garda Commissioner Paddy McLoughlin) has 
raised funds for patient services at the Hospice in 
Harold’s Cross.  
     A Wine & Cheese Night has been organised yearly at 
the Garda Boat Club. On 25 November 2019 a cheque 
for €14,291 was handed over to the Hospice. To date, 
a total of €514,291.42 has been raised from this sole 
annual event by the committee, which includes of 
friends and retired members. 

Christmas Lunch: On 12 December 2019, the Annual 
Christmas Lunch took place at the Spawell Complex. 
With 83 in attendance, a great day was had by all, 
with most attendees winning prizes in the raffle. We 
sincerely thank our branch member Eugene Healy for 
his professional photographic work. 

Legal Lectures: Our legal lecture series continued 
during the winter, delivered by our branch member – 
the recently retired Senior Counsel Tom Cahill. These 
informative lectures concluded at our January 2020 
coffee morning, and new speakers will be identified to 
continue the format of providing quality information to 
the branch members.

Social Committee: We wish to thank the GSRMA 
Social Committee for organising the various trips away 
and the feedback has been most positive. Some branch 
members have been described as ‘Snow Birds’ like the 
Americans and Canadians who migrate south to Florida 
for the winter – we abandon the cooker and work on 

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH

stress reduction!

Annual District Masses: During the Christmas period 
branch members attended the Annual District Masses at 
Tallaght and Crumlin Stations, and the famous PIGS in 
the PARLOUR organised by Terenure District.
     We wish our branch colleague Ned Gallagher 
(formerly of Kevin Street and Walkinstown) who now 
has departed to reside with his son in France, good 
health and happiness. We also extend our best wishes 
to all our colleagues who are unwell at this time.

AGM: Our AGM will take place at the Spawell Complex 
on 19 March @ 10.30am.

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH

On 19 September 019 our group boarded the 
bus at Westmanstown Garda Centre and set 
out on our tour Belvedere House in Mullingar.    
   After tea and scones, we were taken on a 
conducted tour of the house where we heard 
the story of the wicked lord who imprisoned his 
wife for 30 years for suspected adultery, and 
who then wandered the wonderful grounds.
     After a nice lunch we then set off for 
Maynooth University and Seminary, where 
we were given a very informative tour by 
our excellent guide who explained how the 
Seminary had been established with a grant 
from the British Government in 1796. 
     This was to stop Irish seminarians going 
abroad and coming back with radical views 
after the French Revolution. We were taken to 
the magnificent church where the bishops meet 

GSRMA members pictured outside Belvedere House in 
Mullingar during their tour last September.
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Branch members enjoyed the day tour.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH

Christmas Lunch: A total of 74 members 
attended the Christmas Lunch in Baker’s Pub on 
5 December. Our Chairman Ed Ryan was MC and 
ensured that everybody had an enjoyable and 
relaxing time.  
     Subsidised by the Branch, tickets included 
many spot prizes and by all accounts very few 
went home empty handed! Thanks to those who 
entertained us with their excellent displays of 
talent, which included many songs and recitations. 

Coffee Morning: All are welcome to our coffee 
morning, which takes place on the first Tuesday of 
the month at Baker’s Pub at 11am.

Pictured (l-r): Bill Herlihy and Brian Kelly, both founding 
members of Dun Laoghaire Branch.

Pictured (l-r): Mary 
Aylward, Jo Butler 
(Trustee of GSRMA), 
Lillo McGuinness, Maura 
Anders, Angela Callery 
and John Paul Durkan.

Pictured (l-r): Nancy 
Fitzgerald, Millie 
Mangan, Tony O’Mahony, 
Mick Mangan and Pat 
Fitzgerald.

in session and where many famous people worshipped.
     After the tour we went the Avenue Restaurant where we enjoyed 
an excellent four-course meal, before returning to Westmanstown 
after our wonderful day out. A vote of thanks was given Barbara 
Kenny, Mick Byrne and the team for organising an excellent tour. 
given a very informative tour by our excellent guide who explained 
how the Seminary had been established with a grant from the 
British Government in 1796. 
     This was to stop Irish seminarians going abroad and coming 
back with radical views after the French Revolution. We were taken 
to the magnificent church where the bishops meet in session and 
where many famous people worshipped.
     After the tour we went the Avenue Restaurant where we enjoyed 
an excellent four-course meal, before returning to Westmanstown 
after our wonderful day out. A vote of thanks was given Barbara 
Kenny, Mick Byrne and the team for organising an excellent tour.
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KERRY SOUTH BRANCH

Retired members from the Kerry South Branch at last year’s Christmas party.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

DUNGARVAN BRANCH

Coffee Morning: Our Coffee Morning for Halloween 
was held on 29 October 2019 in Dungarvan Golf Club, 
where the tricks and treats were enjoyed by everyone.

Annual Mass: The Annual Mass for deceased 
members was celebrated by Fr Michael Enright PE 
at 7.30pm on Monday 18 November 2019 at the 
Park Hotel in Dungarvan. It was attended by branch 
members, families, relatives and friends of the 
deceased along with the local District Officer, Supt 
Michael Leacy. A social evening followed, where the 
gathering of 40 enjoyed light refreshments.

Christmas Hospice Fundraiser: Our first-ever 
Christmas-related event took place on Thursday 
12 December 2019 at 11am in Cafe Anne Leroy in 
Dungarvan, when members, spouses, partners and 
friends gathered for a coffee morning, which served four 
purposes – December event; coffee morning, Christmas 
get-together and Hospice fundraiser. 
     A total of €300 was collected for Hospice which 
was donated to the St Vincent’s Unit at Dungarvan 

Community Hospital, where our members have 
received exemplary care. Teas, coffees, scones and 
mince pies were enjoyed during the event, and thanks 
to the donors for their generosity, and to the hospital 
staff for the care and attention given to our members.

A total of €300 was raised by the group at the 
Christmas Hospice Coffee Morning.

Back Row (l-r): Eugene O’Sullivan, Sgt Brendan O’Sullivan (Macroom), Garda Dara O’Sullivan (Kenmare 
Station), Frank Looney, Dan O’Sullivan, John Dwyer, George Gaine, Michael O’Sullivan, Denis O’Connor 
and Paul Browne. Middle Row (l-r); Martin Crowley, Garda Sean Twomey (Kenmare Station) and Michael 
O’Connor. Front Row (l-r): James Duggan, John Thornhill, Michael O’Brien (Organiser) and Tom McDonnell, 
South Kerry Branch Secretary.

18  Síocháin 



BUSHNELL 
Investments Limited

Tel: 048 406 38501
Email: info@carncastle.com



ASSOCIATION NEWS

Members pictured aboard the ‘Moon River’ cruiser on the River Shannon.

Members at the Town Clock in Carrick-on-Shannon.

Pictured at The Dock (l-r): Declan Keaveney, Peter Coyne, 
Sylvia Heaney, Noel Canning, Mary Fleming, Michael Noone, 
Mary Hanlon, Michael Sheeran, Rose Noone, Peggy Sheeran, 
John Fleming, Máire Crehan, Joe Curran and Arthur O’Hara.

KILDARE NORTH BRANCH

Shannon Cruise: On Thursday 11 July 
2019 our happy group travelled on an early 
train from Maynooth to Carrick-on-Shannon 
to savour some of the beauty of Lovely 
Leitrim, before returning on the last train 
that same evening. Carrick-on-Shannon is a 
buoyant town, has an incredible history and 
holds many tourist treasures that are well 
worth seeing.
     The highlight of the trip was a river 
cruise on the Shannon aboard The Moon 
River Cruiser. A visit to the Costello 
Memorial Church, Ireland’s smallest 
was also a must. We were given a 
comprehensive tour by our Leitrim native 
member Noel Canning, which included The 
Quay Area; Victoria Hall; The Old Jail; The 
Courthouse - Dock Arts Centre; Town Clock; 
Market Yard; Town Hall, to mention but a 
few. After the cruise we were well able for a 
scrumptious lunch at the Landmark Hotel. 
     The weather was beautiful and all 
places of interest were within easy walking 
distance.  Carrick’s shops are well stocked, 
its people friendly and hospitable with local 
pride of a remarkable degree. Everybody 
thoroughly enjoyed the day, which built up 
an impetus to arrange more of the same.      
     Grateful appreciation for the detailed 
arrangements, which made the day so 
great, to John and Mary Fleming, Noel 
Canning and to all who travelled.
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KILKENNY BRANCH

Branch members pictured at their AGM in Kilkenny on 24 
January.

A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to branch 
member Michael Gaine at Kilkenny’s AGM. Pictured (l-
r): Siobhan Connolly, Michael Gaine, Gerard Daly and 
Jim Ryan.

LAOIS BRANCH

Pictured at the Laois Branch AGM, on 11 February 
at Portlaoise Parish Centre, were (l-r): Jim Phelan, 
Laois Branch Secretary, Marie Roche, GSRMA Vice 
President, Liam Delaney, Branch Chairman and branch 
member John Dwyer.

Marie Roche, GSRMA Vice President, pictured 
at the presentation of the GSRMA Certificates of 
Appreciation 2020 to branch members Ben Thornton, 
Adrian McNamara and John Molloy, alongside Liam 
Delaney, Branch Chairman, and Jim Phelan, Branch 
Secretary.

GSRMA General Secretary Michael Lernihan and 
Central Executive Committee members Joe Dirwan 
and Joe Lynch were the guest speakers at the Branch’s 
2020 AGM at Iontas, Castleblayney on Wednesday 26 
February.
     The General Secretary provided a wealth of 
information relating to GSRMA activities on a wide 
range of issues from pension restoration to new 
organisational changes, including the new personal 
accident scheme, and social activities. Michael received 
a warm welcome from the assembled gathering and 
was assured of support of the Branch with good wishes 
for his work in the years ahead.  
     Delegates were selected for this year’s ADM and two 
motions were proposed and seconded to be forwarded 
to Head Office for our ADM in June. Three members 
– Eddie Murray, Patrick O’Rourke and Seamus Brady 
– were also presented with 20-year Certificates of 
Appreciation and gold GSRMA pins.
     The Branch expressed its thanks for their loyalty 
and service over the past 20 years. Light refreshments 
were served on conclusion of the AGM, which afforded 

branch members present with an opportunity to meet 
and catch up in a relaxed and informal setting.

Eric Boyle, Monaghan Branch Secretary and Michael 
Lernihan, GSRMA General Secretary presented 20-Year 
Certificates of Appreciation to three members at the 
Branch AGM: 

MONAGHAN BRANCH

Seamus Brady
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NAAS BRANCH

Christmas Lunch: On 23 November 2019 members from 
Naas Branch enjoyed the Annual Christmas Lunch in The 
Westgrove Hotel in Clane. Unfortunately numbers were down 
on previous years but local members who attended enjoyed 
a lovely festive afternoon. Our meal was excellent and 
everyone got into the party spirit. We had little gifts for all of our 
attendees and music as usual was provided by Mick Quinn. 
Overall the consensus was a most enjoyable event, excellent 
food and good company.

Annual Mass & Social Morning: Our Annual Mass took place 
on 28 November 2019 and again there was wonderful turnout. 
This morning is always an important date in our calendar when 
we remember our deceased members, family and friends.
cOnce again we were delighted to welcome Father Ralph from 
Mount Argus to celebrate Mass along with Fr John Harris from 
the Dominican Community. Garda Sean O’Mahony, one of our 
local Community Gardaí, made our Mass extra special with his 
fantastic singing voice.
     A presentation was made to outgoing GSRMA General 
Secretary Paschal Feeney on behalf of the Branch, and the 
Committee extended good wishes on his retirement. Our 
morning concluded with finger food and a relaxed gathering.

A Night At The Dogs: The Committee has organised a night 
with a difference on 19 June 2020 at Newbridge Greyhound 
Stadium, with dinner and race card included to enjoy your meal 
and perhaps have a little bet. The event will be quite enjoyable 
and a bit different. Booking is now essential through any 
member of the Committee.

Bowling: Weekly bowling will continue until the end of June 
before the summer break. Everyone is welcome to attend every 
Wednesday morning at 11 am in K-Bowl, Newhall.

Carmel Crowley, Margaret Donegan and 
Carmel Shaughnessy enjoyed the Naas Branch 
Christmas Lunch.

Patrick O’RourkeEdward P. Murray
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Members from Naas Branch at the weekly bowling session in K-Bowl.

Members from Naas Branch enjoyed their Christmas Lunch in The Westgrove Hotel, Clane.

Pictured at the Mass in Tullamore Garda Station’s 
Recreation Room were (l-r): Inspector O. Baker, John 
Hopkins, Rev Fr Joe Gallagher, Sgt D. Scahill and 
Peter Kelly (Branch Secretary).

Annual Mass in Tullamore: Christmas time in 
Tullamore brings several excellent reasons to 
celebrate and remember colleagues from the past. 
For many years now, the Garda Social Club for 
Tullamore Garda District has organised the Annual 
Remembrance Mass for deceased members. 
     Last year the Mass in the Recreation Room in 
Tullamore Station on 9 December attracted a large 
attendance, including relatives of deceased members’ 
families, retired members and a good number of 
serving members from Tullamore Station.
     The Mass was celebrated by local man Fr Joe 
Gallagher. Following prayers for our deceased, we 
were treated to tea, coffee and a full table of treats. 
Branch Chairman John Hopkins conveyed our thanks 
to the members of the Social Club for the work and 
organisation which they put into the event each year. 
It is nice to be invited back to meet old friends and to 
remember the past.

OFFALY BRANCH
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Christmas Lunch: The Christmas 
Lunch in the Tullamore Court Hotel on 17 
December 2019 attracted just under 40 
retired members, including Tom King and 
Des O’Brien from Birr.
     The highlight was a presentation 
of certificates and medals to long-
standing GSRMA members Caroline 
Judge (wife of deceased member Bill 
Judge from Ferbane), Alice Kirwan 
(wife of Jim Kirwan from Tullamore) and 
Vincent Brennan, who was a member in 
Tullamore for years but since has retired 
in Arklow. 
     They have all remained loyal to the 
GSRMA down through the years. Our 
Guest of Honour was retired General 
Secretary, Paschal Feeney, who  
presented certificates to our three guests. 
     Three members of Tullamore Garda 
Social Club – Garda Kathleen Finneran, 
Garda Stacey O’Brien and Sgt Dave 
Scahill – were Guests of Honour. An 
excellent meal was served and everyone 
went home with spot-prizes.

Pictured (l-r): M. Gillespie, K. Quinn, B. Doherty, A. 
McHugh, G. Dolan, J. Keane G. Hester and G. Daly.

Pictured (l-r): Caroline Judge, Alice Kirwan Vincent Brennan and 
Willie O’Grady.

Pictured (l-r): Garda K. Finneran, Sgt Dave Scahill and Garda 
Stacey O’Brien.

John Hopkins, Branch Chairman, pictured with Mick 
Dalton, Correspondent.

Pictured (l-r): W. Connor, B. Fayne, J. Finnigan, J. O’Donovan and L. Mulhall.
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SLIGO BRANCH

The coffee morning on Friday 13 December 2019 in 
Sligo Garda Station raised €760 in aid of the Sligo 
Cancer Support Centre. 
     An Garda Síochána thanked everyone who 
supported the event, and the cheque was formally 
handed to the charity on Monday 20 January. 
     Sligo Garda Station’s Community Policing Team 
thanked a number of people and agencies who made 
the event such a success in terms of raising money for 
a worthy cause and providing retired members and local 
residents an opportunity to meet their local Gardaí. 

     Sligo Social Club provided the teas, coffees, etc; 
Sgt Lisa Sewell, Acting Sgt I/C, and all the cleaning 
staff, assisted in ensuring the kitchen and station was 
clean and tidy; Chief Supt Glacken, Divisional Officer, 
and Supt Ray McMahon, District Officer supported the 
event. 
     Assistance was also provided by the GSRMA 
Sligo/Leitrim Branch; Courts Services, Sligo; Garda 
Reserve members; all the home bakers who made such 
wonderful cakes and breads, and finally to all those who 
brought the lovely food ‘home baked by someone else’!

Annual Mass: On 4 December 2019, the Annual Mass for 
deceased members was celebrated in Enniscorthy Garda 
District HQ by Fr Odhran Furlong, attended by Garda Darren 
Sane, Sgt Colm Matthews, Garda Michael Dempsey and Sgt 
Paul McCarthy.

Regional Seminar: Branch Chairman Tom Miller and GSRMA 
President Matt Givens were the main organisers for the 
GSRMA Regional Seminar held in the Amber Springs Hotel 
in Gorey on 10 December 2019. All of those in attendance 
appreciated the information from speakers on various topics of 
interest. 

Christmas Party: The Branch Christmas Party, in the 
Ferrycarrig Hotel near Wexford Town on 19 December 2019, 
was again expertly organised by John Coady, a man of many 
talents and with suitable back-up from his wife Joan.  

Bowling Night: The final bowling night on 28 December 2019 
concluded the year, and a number of prizes were presented to 
bowling winners.

WEXFORD BRANCH

The Christmas Party at the Ferrycarrig Hotel, 
Wexford Town on 19 December 2019.

Standing (l-r): Tom Aherne, Tom Millar and Dan Redmond; 
Seated (l-r): Statia Redmond, Joan Millar and Michael 
McGinley. Chris McGinley, Lola Gaule and Noreen Power,
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Branch AGM: The Branch AGM was held on 6 
February in the scenic surroundings of Wicklow Golf 
Club. The meeting was well attended and chaired 
by Branch Chairman Nicholas Crennan who went 
through the agenda with contributions from the 
Branch Secretary Paul Carroll, Branch Treasurer 
Damien O’Brien and members present. 
     Nicholas stressed the importance of social outings 
and selected a number of options for branch outings 
this year, and congratulated Branch Member John 
Flaherty who came second at the recent GSRMA 
Talent Show in Bundoran, Co. Donegal. 
     Central Committee Member Tom Conway 

contributed to the debates. The Chairman then invited 
newly-appointed General Secretary Mick Lernihan 
to address the meeting. Mick addressed issues such 
as Branch Communications, Social Interaction, the 
upcoming General Election and the Lobbying of 
Politicians. He also discussed issues such as Parity 
of Pensions, Negotiation Rights and the Reversal of 
FEMPI legislation. 
     Following AOB, the Chairman thanked all for their 
presence and closed the meeting before the members 
retired for light refreshments in the comfort of the Golf 
Club.

Sharon and Mike Rouse, with Gerry and Mary O’Neill.
Ann Stamp, Jim and Marie Redmond, with Virginia 
Phelan.

Ann Cuddihy and Mary Brennan. Larry Cuddihy and Larry Brennan,

Pictured at Wicklow Golf Club on 6 
February are (l-r): John Flaherty, Jim 
Murphy, Des Tully, Branch Chairman 
Nicholas Crennan, Branch Treasurer 
Tabbo O’Brien, Sean Tiernan, Central 
Committee Tom Conway, General 
Secretary Mick Lernihan, (Gen. Sec)
Branch Secretary Paul Carroll, Sean Lally 
and Gerry Hallahan. (Photo courtesy of 
Sean Carroll, Wicklow Branch)

WICKLOW BRANCH



GREATER GSRMA 
ENGAGEMENT 
ENCOURAGED 

In his first report since being appointed GSRMA General Secretary, Mick Lernihan strongly 
encourages members to engage more with their local branches and the Association. He 
also provides updates on post-general election lobbying, plus details of upcoming regional 
seminars, the Garda Memorial Day and An Garda Síochána’s Centenary Celebrations in 
2022.

Greetings from your new General Secretary 
– and for those who don’t know me, I’m 

Mick Lernihan and I hail from the great county 
of Galway and have very strong ‘Banner’ 
connections.
    My late father was also a member of An 
Garda Síochána (09480C) as is/were my uncle, 
cousin, wife, father-in-law, brothers-in-law 
etc…. I’m part of a large Garda family! I served 
mainly in South Dublin, Garda HQ and North 
Wicklow between 1977 and 2013 with a 
few excursions to Blacklion, Ennistymon and 
Cyprus. I am a member of the Bray Branch of 
the GSRMA.
    I am now entrusted with the role of General 
Secretary of the GSRMA and I look forward 
to working with the Central Committee and 
Association members over the coming years. 
    It’s important to note that during my tenure 
it will be all about you the members; and up to 
6,000 members can look forward to me being 
available to them and assisting them wherever 
possible.
    Before I continue with the latest news, I 
would like to wish my predecessor – Paschal Feeney – 
all the very best in his retirement as GSRMA General 
Secretary and thank him for his help and guidance in the 
transition of responsibilities towards the end of 2019. 
Thanks Paschal!

‘GE2020’ LOBBYING CAMPAIGN
So, what’s happening at GSRMA House? Well, my first six 
weeks were largely taken up with the lobbying campaign 

in the run-up to the General Election, asking for your 
assistance in contacting the candidates and parties – this 
was done and done well by you. 
    The current phase, as outlined in the ‘Editorial 
Comment’, involves following up on the commitments 
made to all of us, seeking to have our concerns 
surrounding Parity, Negotiation Rights and the restoration 
of FEMPI cuts taken on board and addressed by those 
who will form the next government.
    The Annual Delegate Meeting is scheduled for 9 & 10 

New GSRMA General Secretary Mick Lernihan hails from Galway and 
has very strong ‘Banner’ connections!

MICK’S MESSAGES
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June in the Galway Bay Hotel and 
this is where the motions passed at 
our AGMs are converted into policy 
for the proper and efficient running 
of the GSRMA.

REGIONAL SEMINARS 
Regional seminars are being planned 
during the months of September, 
October and November in Castlebar, 
Monaghan, Mullingar, Dublin North, 
Dublin South, New Ross, Cork and 
Limerick. Your Branch Secretary will 
be in contact with you when topics, 
dates and venues are finalised. 
    The seminar topics will include 
Fair Deal/Home Care, Drawing up a 
Will, Power of Attorney as well as 
Health, Welfare, Social, Credit Union 
aspects and local issues – sign up for the seminars when 
dates and venues are announced.
    The Central Committee and I are currently working 
on a number of anniversaries. Dublin North Branch has 
been to the forefront in marking the 50th anniversary of 
the death of Garda Richard Fallon, with the unveiling of a 
Memorial Plaque at Arran Quay on 3 April. Garda Fallon 
was killed in the line of duty on 3 April 1970 at the Bank 
of Ireland, Arran Quay, Dublin. Further details on this 
event will be published in future issues of this magazine.

MEMORIAL PLAQUE
We are also at an advanced stage of organising the 
unveiling of a memorial to Detective Garda Michael 
Reynolds who was shot dead in St Anne’s Park, Raheny, 
Dublin in 1975. 
    Members should also be aware of an open letter 
written by Teresa Hand-Campbell to Mary Lou McDonald 
in the run-up to the General Election. It is a powerful 
letter written from the viewpoint of the utter devastation 
that the 1984 shooting dead of her brother, Detective 
Garda Frank Hand in Drumree, Co.  Meath caused the 
Hand family including Frank’s wife, Breda. 
    It’s called ‘The Narrative of Our Lives’. I suggest you 
Google it if you have not already reflected upon it. Breda 
is our Dublin West Branch colleague. I know that his 
Garda family from 1977 in Templemore to Donnybrook to 
CDU still feel the loss of a friend and colleague - Lest We 
Forget.

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
The Annual Garda Memorial Day will take place at 
Dubhlinn Gardens, Dublin Castle on 16 May at 12 noon, 
and hopefully you can attend.
    We also have a 100th birthday to plan for – The Central 
Committee has nominated Rita Delaney from the Central 
Committee to sit on the sub-committee at Garda HQ in 

The Annual Garda Memorial Day will take place at 
Dubhlinn Gardens, Dublin Castle on 16 May. GSRMA 
President Matt Givens, Garda Commissioner Drew Harris 
and Justice Minister Charlie Flanagan pictured at last 
year’s event on 18 May.

Regional seminars are being planned during the months of September, October 
and November in Castlebar, Monaghan, Mullingar, Dublin North, Dublin South, 
New Ross, Cork and Limerick.

planning for An Garda Síochána’s Centenary Celebrations 
in 2022 – watch this space for what’s planned!
    We now have 5,941 members and I know that each 
and every one of us knows at least one retired member 
who has not joined the Association – encourage them to 
join and hopefully we’ll get over the 6,000 mark in the 
coming months. 
    There are many benefits to membership, not alone 
with the camaraderie but also services like the personal 
accident insurance – up to 85 years of age, the tax and 
social welfare advisors, welfare and social aspects and of 
course, this great and much-sought-after magazine.
    I’ll sign off for this edition with the reminder that the 
GSRMA is your Association and its there for you. So, 
engage with your local branch and I hope to meet you 
there over the coming months.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor,

I wish to express my thanks to the General Secretary and the Branch Secretaries for circulating guidance and direction to our 
membership on how to highlight the very important issue of Pension Parity to the recent General Election candidates.
    However, now that GE2020 is over and 160 successful candidates are now TDs, I believe it is even more important to 
pursue this matter with ALL elected representatives — TDs, Senators, Councillors and especially the Finance Minister and 
Government Officials.
    This is very urgent as the Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) is due to expire in December 2020, with pay talks due 
well in advance. All efforts must be made by GSRMA and the Alliance to ensure that a link with parity is maintained between 
Public Sector Pay and Garda Pensions. Otherwise, we will be left behind forever and the value of pensions will be irretrievably 
eroded.

Willie Gleeson
Cork City Branch

MAINTAINING GARDA PENSION PARITY

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

Dear Editor,

I read with interest the now customary Christmas Messages from such leaders as President Higgins, President of our 
Association Matt Givens, Commissioner Drew Harris and Minister for Justice Charles Flanagan, TD. 
    Of particular interest to me was the message from the Commissioner. Under the title ‘New Operating Model for a New 
Year’ his message is primarily focussed on the implementation of his major changes which he claims are for the betterment of 
society and the Garda organisation. No doubt time will be the judge of this.
    However, my attention was particularly drawn to his remarks regarding retired members.This is covered in just two 
sentences. He thanks “All the retired members I have met over the last year. They not only have given me great support, but 
also excellent advice based on their years of dedicated and diligent service”.
    I find it difficult to reconcile the sincerity of these sentiments with the total lack of progress on matters submitted to him by 
the Association, representing those very same members, some of which were agreed to by his predecessor. 
    This difficulty is compounded by our Central Committee having to announce to us at our ADM last June that his Depot 
Commemoration Team did not even consider us to be stakeholders for the upcoming celebrations.
    I think that, in light off this, most members would agree that some clarification by way of explanation would be in order.

Regards,

Sean Brennan, 
Vice-Chairman 
Limerick City Branch

Editorial Comment: The GSRMA now has a representative on the Centenary Committee to celebrate An Garda Síochána 1922-2022, which 
is chaired by a Deputy Commissioner at Garda Headquarters.

CLARIFICATION ON COMMISSIONER’S MESSAGE

Parking 
with 

Benefits

Earn cashback from your       
parking and retailer spend with 
the Q-Park Rewards app!

Download from your App Store



The truth is often stranger than fi ction and that’s why 
the truth is at the heart of our Insurance Confi dential 
campaign.

Our fi rst commercial told the true story of two friends 
who burgled each other’s homes in order to claim on 
their home insurance.

The perceived victimless crime does, in truth, 
have a victim – you. Your insurance premiums 
are higher because of insurance fraud. Fact.

A burglary between 
friends hits home.

Our latest commercial tells the true story of a man who 
claimed in court for an incident that left him barely able to 
walk… which was strange considering he was cage fi ghting
at night and selling DVDs of his fi ghts!

It’s funny until you realise that you pay for fraud like this.

To fi nd out more about insurance fraud, or to report 
suspected fraud, visit insuranceconfi dential.ie

The cage fi ghter 
who couldn’t walk.

Our second commercial in the series told the true story 
of a guy who crashed his friend’s car while driving uninsured.
 The two friends swapped places so the insured could claim.

Car insurance is on average €50 higher because of insurance 
fraud like this. Fact.

They claimed. You paid.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

RIC COMMEMORATIONS
Dear Editor,

While we remember the sacrifices of Irish people made during the Easter Rising, First World War and War of Independence we 
mustn’t overlook that which is part of our history, like it or not, the men from within our own communities who served in the 
RIC.
    Yes, some would say they were part of the British Imperialist establishment but they were people who, just like you and me, 
wanted to serve their communities in the best way 
they knew how.
    To characterise, as some politicians and keyboard 
warriors, would like you to have it, these men as 
some form of monsters or traitors, which is a step 
too far. 
    Thousands of RIC men resigned after the 1916 
rebellion and more resigned after the Listowel 
Mutiny. These men were true Irish nationalists but 
so were those who stayed within the force until 
it was disbanded and who helped in the War of 
Independence from within. They were also part of 
the new Civic Guard now the Garda Síochána.
    Most of these men donned the uniform to assist 
their communities and to have a job that paid a 
wage just like those who joined the British Army 
in the first World War. The atrocities committed by the Black and Tans and Auxiliaries, who were imposed on the RIC by the 
British Government at the time must be looked at with a separate viewpoint.
    Those recruits to the Black and Tans were people of low moral compass, mostly ex-soldiers, with no jobs back from World 
War One, who also saw the lure of the shilling as a way to make a living. They didn’t live by Codes or Rules. 
    The Auxiliaries, mostly former ex-officer class, were just another armed wing of paramilitaries who saw the lure of the 
shilling. Like it or not there were atrocities committed on all sides but mostly by the Black and Tans and their Auxiliaries.
    We’ve had 30 years of conflict in Northern Ireland with unspeakable atrocities committed on all sides yet there are those 
who commemorate those who committed heinous and unspeakable crimes. 
    Why then, as a mark of respect for the families of these deceased RIC members, can we not commemorate those brave men 
who served our communities for many decades and who stood up in the face of adversity and served our communities without 
fear or favour? We cannot stigmatise every RIC member because of a few bad apples or those who behaved outside the rule of 
law. 
    Alan Paton, a South African author and anti-apartheid activist, once wrote, “It is not to forgive and forget as if nothing wrong 
ever happened but forgive and go forward, building on the mistakes of the past and the energy generated by reconciliation to 
create a new future”.
    Listening to the commentary on media these past few days we are not there yet.

Yours etc,

Christy Galligan
Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Síocháin   41

A NEW COURSE OF ACTION UPON RETIREMENT
Dear Editor,

I compliment you on the excellent quality of ‘SIOCHAIN’ which I always look forward to receiving. For those of us who 
are retired it brings us up to date on numerous events and generates fond memories of those whom we had the privilege of 
knowing and serving with in An Garda Síochána.
    I suggest that you consider generating a section in the magazine specially devoted to what may be described as an 
information section, where those of us who have retired for a few years could share our experiences in relation to all matters of 
interest relevant to people our age.
    When we leave An Garda Síochána we lose contact with the everyday work colleagues who exchange information on 
matters which may be of benefit to us. In retirement we experience some life-changing events. Challenges may arise on a 
social, financial and health front that we have not encountered before. 
    It would be good if we had a panel of members within the Retired Members Association who would be in a position to 
offer advice and point us in the right direction. It would be good to have people to contribute, who have dealt with matters like 
moving house, as in downsizing, with the benefits and challenges that brings; the making of wills and the pitfalls if not done 
properly. Drawing up an Enduring Power of Attorney, home help and home care are but a few of the items that we, the retired, 
need to attend to. 
    It is important that on retirement we all develop some new social contact, join some organisation, do courses on adult 
education to develop hobbies. The list goes on. 
    I note that you informed us about a history course starting on 27 January, which was being presented by one of our 
members. I have already attended two of his courses and they are highly recommended. 
    We should be encouraging our members to develop a life where our interests and indeed our experience of life, so far, may 
also be of benefit to the people we meet on a daily basis.

Regards,

Michael Fitzgerald

Editorial Comment: Michael Fitzgerald rightly highlights some very important topics, many of which will be included in the autumn series of 
Seminars at a number of regional centres later in 2020.

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

WEBSITE WIN FOR MEATH BRANCH MEMBER

Congratulations to Martin Connolly (Meath Branch) who is our latest 
website winner and €50 is on its way to the Royal County!

You could also be a winner. Simply register as a user on www.gardaretired.com  
and your name could appear in the next issue!
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Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union, who was delighted to accept the 2020 

Financial Institution of the Year Award on behalf of St. 
Paul’s,  stated: “Our recent survey tells us that 99% of 
our members are proud to be part of St Paul’s and will 
continue to engage with us. 
     “I believe that this high satisfaction rating is a result 
of engagement with our members, listening to their 
suggestions, and providing the products and services they 
need. This award is a reflection of the dedication and 
professionalism of the Board, Management and Staff at St 
Paul’s and our policy to put the member first at all times.
     “Of course this award could not have been achieved
without the support and confidence of our members
throughout the length and breadth of the country.”

MORTGAGE RATES 
St Paul’s now offer its members mortgages of up to 
€400,000 for a term of up to 35 years at an Interest 
Rate of 3.75% variable (3.81% typical APR). St Paul’s 
members, including Family members, can apply for this 
Mortgage to purchase their Principal Private Residence or 
to switch their mortgage in the Republic of Ireland. First 
time buyers can avail of a Loan to Value of up to 90%.
     We will provide you with additional life cover for 
your Mortgage at no additional cost which could be a 
significant saving for you. We must however advise you 
to seek independent advice on life assurance cover to suit 
your personal circumstances.
     This is an exciting development and yet another 
reason that your family members should join St. Paul’s, 
the lender you can trust. We can schedule your mortgage 

repayments weekly, fortnightly, or 
monthly to match your pay frequency.
     Last year St Paul’s paid a 5% 
Rebate of Interest on all loans, 
including Mortgages, returning a 
percentage of Loan Interest back to 
you just before Christmas.  
Typical example: A 20-year mortgage 
of €200,000.00 will have 240 
monthly repayments of €1,185.78, 
Interest 3.75% variable, (3.81% 
APR). If the APR does not vary during 
the term of the loan the total cost 
of credit is €84,587.92. The total 
amount payable is €284,587.92
     So, whether you’re buying your first home, trading up 
(or down) or thinking about switching your mortgage, 
you should talk to St. Paul’s.  To speak to a mortgage 
advisor, call us on 021-4313355 or view details on www.
stpaulscu.ie 

NEW WEBSITE
We recently launched our brand new website, which has 
been designed with you in mind. Our members are the 
core of our business, which is why we aimed at designing 
a user friendly website. It’s easy to navigate, and gives you 
just the right amount of information – neither too much, 
nor too little.
     We hope you enjoy browsing our new site. We’re 
always open to feedback and new suggestions, so please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch on 021-4313355 or email: 
enquiries@stpaulscu.ie

WARNING: YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN 
SECURED ON IT

WARNING: IF YOU DO NOT MEET THE REPAYMENTS ON YOUR LOAN, YOUR ACCOUNT WILL GO INTO ARREARS, 
THIS MAY AFFECT YOUR CREDIT RATING WHICH MAY LIMIT YOUR ABILITY TO ACCESS CREDIT IN THE FUTURE

 Loans are subject to approval, Terms and Conditions apply.
St. Pauls’ Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTION OF 

THE YEAR AWARD
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union has been named the Financial Institution of the Year, in the 
Excellence in Business Awards 2020, by ‘Public Sector’ Magazine, and the award has been 
described as a reflection of the union’s dedication and professionalism. 
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GSRMA BRANCHES OUT TO BUNDORAN IN JANUARY

A fantastic programme of events 
was organised for the trip and 

when we were settled in on Monday 
evening everyone enjoyed dinner 
followed by music and dancing. On 
Tuesday morning local historian Joe 
O’Loughlin gave us a wonderful 
insight into policing on the border 
and local places of interest.
     Born in 1932, Joe has wonderful 
recall of so many events, having spent 
his life living on the border. He spoke 
of events that are so entwined in our 
history, such as Finner Army Camp, 
the relationship between the Gardaí 
and RUC, the Flying Boats from Lough 
Erne passing over the area and, of 
course, with times being hard a bit of 
smuggling also took place.
     In January 1944 a Halifax LK 704 
army plane crashed on the cliffs in 
Bundoran and all five crew members 
on board perished. Locals at the scene 
tried to help and two fell into the 
sea, on the walk along Rougey Cliff near where the Fairy 
Bridges and wishing stone are located, where a memorial 
has now been erected to those who lost their lives. Joe’s 
insights to times past was most interesting and a most 
enjoyable hour was spent in his company.

The short break in January is always much anticipated as it’s a chance for members to recharge the batteries after the 
Christmas rush and to prepare for spring days ahead. So, on 20 January a party of 86 from various branches travelled 
to Donegal for a four-night break at The Great Northern Hotel in Bundoran.

Winning Table Quiz Teams
Back Row (l-r): Letitia Walsh, Liz Coyle, Kathleen Quinn, Brendan Reddington, 
Greg Fogarty, Margaret Donegan, Noel Callan, Kay Murray, Carmel Crowley, Dolores 
O’Reilly; Front Row (l-r): Bernie Reddington, Robert Fogarty, Kathleen Grace, Ann 
Fenton and Maire Crehan.

The group is pictured outside the famous Ballroom of Romance in Glenfarne.

     On Tuesday afternoon we had a table quiz and 
members formed teams and everyone joined in the fun 
– the winning team comprised of Brendan and Bernie 
Reddington and Greg and Robert Fogarty. Well done to 
everyone who took part, a great way to test the memory!

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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     On Wednesday morning we departed the 
hotel early for a day tour. The first stop was in 
Kiltyclogher to visit the Heritage Centre and 
Sean MacDiarmada’s cottage. This visit was a 
rare treat, and the enthusiasm of our excellent 
guides Joe and Ciaran was infectious.

SEAN MACDIARMADA’S COTTAGE
Seán MacDiarmada, who had played a pivotal 
role in planning the 1916 Easter Rising, was 
one of the seven signatories to sign the 
Proclamation of Independence. Following his 
arrest he was court martialed and executed on 
12 May 1916 in Kilmainham Gaol.
     The cottage is beautifully restored and 
set in rugged countryside but it must have 
been very different when the MacDiarmada 
family were growing up. Our members 
commented on the size of the rooms, and 

GSRMA President Matt Givens, Paul Byrne (who presented the perpetual 
trophy), Alice Lawton and Vice President Marie Roche.

The five winners of the Talent Competition – Dolores O’Reilly, Ann Fenton, Kathleen Ryan, John Flaherty and Alice Lawton – 
pictured with GSRMA President Matt Givens (left) and Vice President Marie Roche (right). 

1st Prize: Waterford’s Alice Lawton for her wonderful Seán Nos version of ‘Slieve na Mban’ on the flute and received a five-star 
hotel break.
2nd Prize: John Flaherty from Wicklow for his great rendition of ‘The West’s Awake’.
3rd Prize: Ann Fenton from Bandon for her fabulous Irish dancing.
4th Prize: Kathleen Ryan from Monaghan for her superb version of ‘You Raise Me Up’.
5th Prize: Dolores O’Reilly from Cavan for her rendition of a Percy French favourite.
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of course in those times facilities were non-existent, but 
what a wonderful restoration of the cottage by the OPW; 
Kiltyclogher Village is worth the visit if you are in the 
vicinity. Thanks again to our superb guides for making this 
such a memorable visit.
     The next stop was a trip down memory lane for 
members to the famous Ballroom of Romance in 
Glenfarne. The Ballroom was first opened in 1953 and 
once again great credit to local community groups as it 
has since reopened its doors. 
     Following lunch we visited the fantastic museum which 
exhibits memorabilia from the showband era and no 
visit would be complete without some dancing. Our final 
stop was to the Franciscan Monastery in Rossnowlagh to 
celebrate Mass for our deceased members and those who 
are unwell, with several members doing the readings and 
prayers of the faithful. 
     Marion Fitzgerald sang the hymns and thanks also to 
Alice Lawton for her beautiful music. A very busy action-
packed day was enjoyed by everyone but that did not 
dampen spirits as more music and dancing were enjoyed 
after a fantastic dinner.

ANNUAL TALENT 
COMPETITION 
The highlight of the 
week was on Thursday 
the annual talent 
competition. Our 
singers practised in the 
morning accompanied 
by Marion who did a 
fantastic job. There 
were 15 entrants in 
total and everyone 
cheered on those 
who showcased their 
storytelling talents, 
Irish dancing, music 
and, of course, our 
super singers. 
     Well done to 
everyone who took part in this fun-filled afternoon, you 
are all winners! It was great to see them all getting in the 
spirit. 
     This year our judges were Brian McEniff, Great 
Northern Hotel, and Universal Media’s Mairtin Breathnach 
and Barry O’Sullivan. Many thanks for their input and fair 
judgment – they did a wonderful job and as the standard 
was very high it was not an easy task.
     Well done to everyone who made such an effort and 
some of our members even had special costumes. Our 
overall winner was Alice Lawton from Waterford for her 
superb rendition of ‘Sliabh na MBan’ on the flute, and she 
won a five-star hotel break and our perpetual trophy for 
her efforts. 

Members of the touring party pictured outside Sean 
MacDiarmada’s cottage in Kiltyclogher.

Brigid Hanson and Dennis 
O’Callaghan provided an entertaining 
Scottish dance act.

     John Flaherty from Wicklow gave us a fantastic version 
of ‘The West’s Awake’ and won a hotel break for coming 
in second place. Our third prize winner was Ann Fenton 
from Bandon who wowed us with her Irish dancing, 
and bagged herself a two-night break courtesy of Select 
Hotels.

WONDERFUL MEMORIES 
Another wonderful singer Kathleen Ryan from Monaghan 
sang ‘You Raise Me Up’ and won a Ticketmaster voucher 
for her fourth-place finish. And well done to Dolores 
O’Reilly from Cavan who entertained us with a Percy 
French favorite and scooped fifth spot. 
     Huge thanks to our sponsors Universal Media and 
Select Hotels for sponsoring our prizes and extra special 
thanks to Mairtin and Barry from Universal Media who 
pulled out all the stops to make the day so successful.
     That evening we enjoyed a hot punch reception 
followed by a gala dinner, with even a January visit 
from Santa, with a bumper raffle and following that we 
enjoyed an Irish Cabaret.
     As Friday arrived alas the time seemed to have flown 
past and it was time to depart for home, but what a 
fantastic venue and outing enjoyed by one and all, with 
great food and entertainment, beautiful spring weather. 
But most important of all it was the time spent in the 
company of friends.
     Well done to the hotel staff and management for 
taking such great care of our group, everything was first 
class, a special thanks to Great Northern Hotel’s Brian 
McEniff and Marion Fitzgerald for always being there – 
your input made such a difference.
     As we made our way home, it was with wonderful 
memories of four days spent in beautiful Bundoran.
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SPRING BREAK IN KILKENNY CITY
Why not get a spring in your step and book our spring break in 
Kilkenny! Departing on 26 April, your four-night stay in the four-star 
Ormonde Hotel will include B&B, dinner on four nights, evening 
entertainment, full leisure facility and spa access, plus a day tour. The 
hotel is centrally located near the train station, and Kilkenny City’s 
many amenities are on your doorstep. 
     Kilkenny has so much on offer with The Castle, Rothe House, 
Saint Candice’s Cathedral and The Smithwicks Experience, not to 
mention some excellent shopping. The trip will also include a game 
of ten- pin bowling on one of the days. The cost for this four-day 
break is excellent value at €310 pps (with single rooms costing 
€410).

SPRING BREAK IN SPAIN: Our trip to sunny Santa Susanna on 24 
May is fully booked and we wish our members who are travelling a 
wonderful enjoyable and safe tour.

DATES FOR AUTUMN BREAKS
Monday 26 September: Three-night break in the Ardilaun Hotel in 
Galway City.
Monday 9 November: Four-night stay in The Talbot Hotel in Wexford.

For bookings or further information on upcoming social events 
contact Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick 
086-6080679 or Michael O’Riordan 086-8177985.

YOU’VE BEEN FRAMED – SNAPSHOTS OF TRIP TO BUNDORDAN!

Ann Fenton, Tony Sheeran and Kathleen 
Sheeran, who came all the way from 
Bandon, pictured enjoying the gala 
evening in Bundoran.

Carlow Branch members Alan and Liz 
Coyle enjoyed their trip to Bundoran.

Billy Kelly, GSRMA President Matt Givens, 
Jimmy Harkin and Frank Fitzpatrick.

Michael Raftery and Oliver Keating.

Meath Branch members Maureen and 
Aidan Breslin.

Meath ladies Bernie Reddington and Chris 
Comiskey.

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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PENSION UPDATES 

AVOIDING THE 
PENSION TIME BOMB

Just how secure is your pension? Maybe not to the extent that you had 
expected, according to Joe Dirwan, Central Committee. The Government’s 
proposals to reform state and public sector pensions have implications 
for all retired members, and he says that the core benefits of pension, 
gratuity, death in service lump sum remain albeit with changes, which he 
outlines in this article. 

With an increased focus on pensions in the run-up to 
the General Election, many commentators predicted 

that the actuarial cost of pensions for the public service 
and for recipients of contributory and non-contributory 
State Pension would increase the national debt by over 
€1 billion.
     Lost in this debate was the fact that pensioners already 
paid for their pensions through direct contributions, 
pension levies, and in the case of the private sector 
through payment of PRSI.
     Pensions are deferred salary and in the second report 
from the Public Service Pay Benchmarking, this deferral 
was costed at 12% of basic pay.  
     Since 2017, in addition to the 6.5% of pay, all 
public servants now pay an additional 6% through the 
conversion of the pension levy into what is termed an 
Additional Contribution. I reported on this in a previous 
issue of this magazine. 

‘GOLD-PLATED PENSIONS’
Do these contributions count for nothing? The media 
could not let the opportunity pass without pitting 
retiring public sector workers against their private sector 
counterparts, by referring to the so-called ‘gold-plated 
pensions of the public sector’.  
     The average pension received by our members is 
€29,000. This cannot in any way be classified as gold-
plated. The changing age demographics are not a new 
revelation.
     The National Pension Reserve Fund was created in the 
late 1990s, to deal with this contingency and the fund 
had a cash reserve at over €25 billion built at the time of 
the crash. As part of the IMF bailout it was used to bail 
out the banks.
     The fund could be easily built up again by taxing the 
profits of the banks to avoid a future pension ‘time 
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At Ballymore we know how to turn good ideas into great places 
to live and work. We are an international property development 

company and we pride ourselves on our integrity and 
family business values. 

As one of Ireland’s leading home builders, we believe in building 
developments that improve, enrich and enhance people’s lives. 

Attention to detail is at the very heart of what we do and 
every development is treated as if we were going to live or work 

there ourselves.

We don’t work with off-the-shelf design, but create an entirely new 
vision for every project, drawing on the character and history of the 
neighbourhood in which it is found. This vision is then transformed, 

without compromise, into reality.

Dublin Landings Bellingsfi eld, NaasLongstone, Naas 
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PENSION UPDATES 
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bomb’ implosion. Much of the criticism of the proposed 
extension of the age pension to 67 is understandably 
given that only 18% of workers in the private sector have 
no occupational pensions, they rely solely on the State 
Pension after paying PRSI all of their working lives.  

IMPLICATIONS OF GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS
The Government’s proposals to reform State and 
Public Sector Pensions has implications for all retired 
members. The core benefits of pension, gratuity, 
death in service lump sum remain, albeit with 
changes as outlined below.

Garda Superannuation Scheme (1951-1995): Applying 
to all GSRMA members this Defined Benefit (DB) 
scheme is funded directly out of day-to-day spending, 
and it does not have a dedicated fund. 
     The DB scheme means that on joining a member’s 
entitlements do not change over the lifetime of payment, 
and the pension is based on final salary. Contributions to 
the scheme, including a contribution towards the Widows 
and Orphans, is 3.75%. 
     An additional contribution is also made to cover 
pensionability of unsocial hours. Members also pay a 
lower PRSI contribution (Class B). The only benefit from 
PRSI payment is an entitlement to the widows/widower 
survivor’s and civil partner’s pension.
     Under the 2013 Single Pension Scheme (Section 47), it 
is the Government intention that from 1 January 2021 the 
long-established parity link between serving and retired 
members will be abolished and future increases will 
apply only by way of a link of the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). As I pointed out in a previous article, this is a very 
retrograde step and over time will seriously reduce value 
of pensions.

Post 1995 to 2004: Members of An Garda Síochána in 
this category, in addition to the above contributions, also 
pay the higher PRSI rate of 6.5% (Class A). To compensate 
for this additional payment members received a higher 

salary and on retirement also qualify for the State Pension, 
which is payable at 66 years of age. 
     Members can still retire after 30 years of service and 
in the interim between retirement and 66 years of age, 
members receive a supplementary pension.  This is not 
means tested.   
     This payment was a cause of debate in the election 
campaign as workers’ in the private sector at 65 years of 
age are required to apply for job-seekers allowance for 12 
months. This payment is €45 less than the state pension 
and subject to means test after nine months. 
     The problem for members in this category is if, after 
retirement, they return to work then they lose the State 
Pension of over €12,000 per year. Due to the additional 
payments members will qualify for additional PRSI benefits, 
such as dental and optician care.    

Post 2004 to 2013: The terms and conditions of service 
for members joining the Garda Siochana were unilaterally 
altered by the Government in 2004. Members will be 
required after this date to serve for a minimum of 35 
years.  A member in this category wishing to serve 
beyond 55 years can only do so at the discretion of 
the Garda Commissioner. 
     A problem arises if member with less than 35 years 
service is compulsory retired at 55 years, and in this 
scenario pensions will be greatly reduced.  
     Similar terms apply regarding payment of the Garda 
Pension and State Pension and benefits accrued under PRSI 
contributions.

PROMISES ON PARITY
I want to take this opportunity to thank the General 
Secretary, Central Committee, branches and individual 
members for hard work in lobbying politicians in the lead-
up to the General Election. 
     Promises have been secured in relation to negotiations 
rights and in relation parity. It will be incumbent of the 
Central Committee to ensure that these undertakings are 
honoured.

Since 2017, in addition to the 
6.5% of pay, all public servants 
now pay an additional 6% 
through the conversion of 
the pension levy into what 
is termed an Additional 
Contribution “

“
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Constable Edward Bolger was shot dead by the IRA on 
the main street of Kilbrittain Village as he returned to 

the Barracks at about 6.30pm on the evening of Sunday 
14 December 1919.
     Constable Bolger was buried with his wife’s family, the 
Carroll’s of Glantane Mc-Elligot, in Newmarket, Co. Cork. 
     Present at his 100th anniversary commemoration 
were members of the Kilbrittain Historical Society, West 
Cork Historical Society, members of the Carroll family 
(related to Constable Bolger’s wife) and the Cass family of 
Kilkenny, (related to Constable Bolger through his mother, 
Alice Cass of Courtown, Tullaroad, Co. Kilkenny). Retired 
members of An Garda Síochána from the North Cork area 
were also present.
     Opening proceedings, Fr Jerry Cremin, PP Kilbrittain, 
whose predecessor, Fr McKenna had administered the 
last rites to Constable 
Bolger 100 years 
before, blessed the 
plaque and led the 
group in prayer. 
     Local historian, 
Fergal Browne, gave 
a short summary of 
Constable Bolger’s 
life – mentioning the 
fact that he saved a 
man’s life in Kiskeam 
in 1899, and also 
outlined the events of 
14 December 1919. 
Jim Herilhy then spoke 
about the number of 
RIC men killed during 
the existence of the 
Force from 1836 to 
1922.
     He stated it was 
the aim of the HARP 

CONSTABLE EDWARD 
BOLGER 

100TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION

A small group gathered in Clonfert Graveyard in Newmarket, Co. Cork on 14 December 
2019 to remember an RIC member killed in Kilbrittain 100 years ago, writes Jim Herilhy, Cork 
City Branch. As PRO of the Historical and Reconciliatory Police (HARP) Society, Jim unveiled a 
plaque on Constable Bolger’s grave and laid a wreath on behalf of the Society. 

Fr Jerry Cremin, PP of Kilbrittain, 
blessed Constable Bolger’s 
plaque and led the group in 
prayer in Clonfert Graveyard on 
14 December 2019.

Society to commemorate these men, most of whom 
were born in Ireland and found themselves embroiled in 
the War of Independence. Mairead Van Aswegen (nee 
Carroll), grandniece of Hannah Carroll, Constable Bolger’s 
wife, then spoke on behalf of the Carroll family. 
     She spoke about her grand-aunt who was left a 
widow at a young age and her cousins who were left 
without a father. They became the family that the Carroll’s 
never knew, as Hannah and her children emigrated to 
America after the shooting. At the end of the ceremony, 
the family members laid a wreath on the grave. 

Jim Herlihy, PRO of the HARP Society, unveiled a plaque 
on Constable Bolger’s grave and laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Society. 

CENTENARY COMMEMORATION 

Síocháin   55



We offer amazing accommodation with sea and mountain views for both couples and families.
The funky New England interior definitely has an element of surprise for guests arriving for the  

first time. Relax in the cool surroundings of Sands Bar and enjoy the gastro offerings from local crab 
claws to award winning steaks and of course...a perfect pint of Guinness!

Enter Erriseask Restaurant complete with cocktail bar and experience the concept of 
“Connemara on a Plate. 

Indulge in an organic seaweed spa treatment. At Sands Seaweed Spa we offer luxurious treatments  
using only certified Voya organic seaweed products. Seaweed baths, mud baths, wraps, massages and 

facials are all on offer.

Catering for small, exclusive weddings up to 110 persons.

All in all a unique place for a unique 
Connemara experience.

Connemara Sands Hotel, Restaurant + Bar. Mannin Bay, Ballyconneely Co. Galway
Tel: 00353 (0) 95 23030  |  Web: www.connemarasands-hotel.com

A family run boutique hotel situated on the world class Mannin Bay peninsula. 
Private access to the white sands and aqua waters of Mannin Bay.



CAPTURING OUR 
HISTORY IN PRINT 

Outstanding research has been conducted on the origin of policing in Ireland. However, this 
same scope has not been applied to the history of An Garda Síochána even though some 
excellent books have been written on the topic, according to John O’Brien, Dublin North 

Branch and Central Committee.

As members of An Garda Síochána, we have the 
proud experience of serving the community since the 

foundation of the State. Regrettably many of the voices 
who spoke about that experience, are now silent, silent 
forever. 
     Their legacy lives on in the minds and hearts of many 
and is recalled in historical documents and media reports. 
However, the voices of colleagues from the ‘Troubles’ 
generations are still very much with us. It is very important 
that they are collected and recorded for posterity. 
     Many will be familiar with militraryarchives.ie, which 
hold the recollections of many who fought during the 
War of Independence. The recollections of family and 
friends are an integral part of the narrative. This archive 
provides a model for the capture of our memories. 
Outstanding research has been conducted on the origin of 
policing in Ireland. This same scope has not been applied 
to the history of An Garda Síochána even though there 
have been some excellent books written on the topic. 
     There have been some notable exceptions to the 
dearth of information including books by Conor Brady, 
‘Guardians of the Peace’ and the subsequent ‘The 
Guarding of Ireland’. Similarly, Liam McNiffe’s ‘History 
of the Garda Síochána’ is well worth reading. There also 
have been reflective contributions from others but is clear 
that volumes of information remains untapped.
     There must be no intention of prosecuting the War of 
Independence or the Civil War all over again. No doubt 
there will be respectful and sensitive ceremonies to 
remember all victims of those conflicts in due course and 
after mature reflection.

WHAT POLICING MODEL WAS CHOSEN?
The foundation of An Garda Síochána in 1922 resulted 
from the bloody War of Independence and the Force had 
to exist through the ensuing and equally bloody Civil War. 
Also, the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) continued as 
the civil police force for Dublin until 1925 when it was 
amalgamated into An Garda Síochána. 
     The Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) was disbanded in 
1922 and this led in turn to the formation of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary (RUC), which provided a police force 

for the northern six counties which remained within the 
United Kingdom. 
     Academic research shows that the RIC and the 
RUC were 
paramilitary 
forces based 
on the British 
Colonial 
model. Indeed, 
it seems that 
many of the 
colonial forces 
were based 
directly on the 
RIC model, 
with raining 
for many of 
their officers 
conducted at 
the Phoenix 
Park. The 
ethos of 
An Garda 
Síochána is 
founded on 
the principle 
of policing by consent, which is in contrast to the colonial 
model. 

Mawby¹ argues that “the model of policing used 
by Britain as its Empire expanded was not London’s 
Metropolitan Police Force, but the Royal Irish Constabulary 
(RIC). The RIC’s legitimacy was not based on the local 
community in Ireland, but on London. This system of 
policing was replicated throughout the Empire where 
British rule often was imposed by a small occupying force. 
This was a central component of wider colonial policy 
to replace local customs with British institutions and to 
impose centralised social control”. 

The concept of consent presupposes that society as a 
whole is based on a national shared consensus whereby 

LOOK BACK
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The National Ambulance Service is the 
statutory pre-hospital emergency and 
intermediate care provider for the state. In the 
Dublin area, ambulance services are provided 
by NAS and Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB). Aero 
Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by agreement 
with each organisation. At a local level, the 
NAS is also supported by over 140 Community 
First Responder schemes, responding to 
particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. 
cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, chest pain, 
choking and stroke) where it is essential for 
the patient to receive immediate life-saving care whilst an emergency response 
vehicle is en route to the patient.
Private and not-for-profit providers also play an important role in transporting 
patients requiring access to health care services and in supporting a variety of public 
and sporting events. We also work closely with the Northern Ireland Ambulance 
Service (NIAS) in the border areas for the benefit of the population on both sides of 
the border.
In recent years, the NAS has embarked on a strategic investment programme to 
develop a modern, quality service that is safe, responsive and fit for purpose. The 
service is implementing a significant reform agenda which mirrors many of the 
strategic changes underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive 
for high performance and efficiency whilst coping with a continuously increasing 
demand on services.

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie

www.nationalambulanceservice.ie
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CAREERS IN THE NAS
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the political system is considered legitimate. This 
legitimacy is often contested and the best that can be 
hoped for is majority consent which relies on a system of 
law to mediate our differences when all else fails.
     These conditions of agreement, legitimacy and consent 
were strongly disputed concepts at the foundation of the 
state which of course was given expression in the War of 
the Independence and the Civil War.

FORMING STORMING PHASE
The initial foundation of the An Garda Síochána was a 
fractious affair with a full-blown mutiny in the Kildare 
Training Depot and armed factions on the verge of direct 
combat. The 
first Garda 
Commissioner, 
Michael Staines, 
resigned as a 
result of this 
mutiny but it 
was he who 
also penned 
the enduring 
aspiration:
     “The Civic 
Guard² unlike 
other police 
forces will 
necessarily 
depend for 
the successful 
performance 
of their duties 
not on arms or 
numbers but 
on the moral 
force they exercise as servants, representatives of a 
civic authority which is dependent for its existence 
on the free will of the people.”
     The new police force went through a normalising 
experience which ultimately led to acceptance. This 
acceptance continues to this day and reciprocally it also 
implies that An Garda Síochána will always give its loyalty 
to whatever democratically-elected government is in 
place. This is not or should not be unconditional loyalty 
and should be subject to the rule of law and legitimacy.

GARDA CENTENARY PROJECT
A decision has been taken at Garda HQ to undertake a 
project covering the formative events which occurred at 
the foundation of the State. The GSRMA has been invited 
to participate in this committee and this engagement will 
provide opportunity to contribute and of course to shape 
its direction as different proposals emerge.
     Indeed, the GSRMA had been considering for some 
time many issues concerned with the Garda history. There 

is a general feeling that the contribution of the An Garda 
Síochána has never been fully and formally recognised by 
the State. 
     This was evidenced by the lack of prominence given 
during the 2016 centenary events. There is a widespread 
feeling that our contribution was crucial in the protection 
of the State and its citizens during the relatively recent 
‘Troubles’ and this contribution has not been formally 
recognised either. One of the most exciting projects 
mooted is an Oral History Project.
     It is obvious that an oral history should complement 
a written history of the Force, which should capture 
the significant events from the intervening generations 
probably up to 1998. It is of national historical importance 
that the history of the ‘Troubles’ be recorded. It is my 
view that this account should be largely drawn from 
the recollections of members and files of the An Garda 
Síochána itself, and written with that perspective in mind. 
     Within the GSRMA we had discussed undertaking 
this work, so it is welcome that there will be an official 
project in this regard. Nevertheless, it’s important that 
there should be consensus on the scope and direction and 
academic robustness of any project.  

GENERATIONS OF THE ‘TROUBLES’³ 
I referred to the strong belief amongst colleagues that 
the contribution made by the An Garda Síochána to 
preservation of the State during these troubled years has 
not been recognised by successive governments. 
     The RUC were honoured with the presentation of 
the George Cross to that Force in recognition of their 
services to the UK. In the Republic medal wearing is not 
necessarily part of our DNA but the desire for recognition 
for service rendered is overwhelmingly justified.
     Garda Richard Fallon was the first Garda to die 
during a bank raid in Dublin on 3 April 1970, during the 
course of the ‘Troubles’. The GSRMA has taken action in 
conjunction with Garda Fallon’s family to ensure that his 
sacrifice will be remembered. A memorial plaque⁴ will be 
unveiled on the exact 50th anniversary of his death at 25 
Arran Quay. 
     All concerned with this project have been incredibly 
helpful and will be publicly recognised. Many others 
were to make the ultimate sacrifice as the ‘Troubles’ 
unfolded. These officers also must be remembered in the 
appropriate way and at the right time. 

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE
An Garda Síochána well recognised and respected 
internationally. This has been due to participation in 
various UN and EU missions and other international 
bodies. There has been long-standing co-operation with 
Interpol and Europol and intelligence agencies. 
     Co-operation with law enforcement worldwide has 
become the norm and none more so than with our 
nearest neighbours. There is much to be proud of and 
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Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by agreement 
with each organisation. At a local level, the 
NAS is also supported by over 140 Community 
First Responder schemes, responding to 
particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. 
cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, chest pain, 
choking and stroke) where it is essential for 
the patient to receive immediate life-saving care whilst an emergency response 
vehicle is en route to the patient.
Private and not-for-profit providers also play an important role in transporting 
patients requiring access to health care services and in supporting a variety of public 
and sporting events. We also work closely with the Northern Ireland Ambulance 
Service (NIAS) in the border areas for the benefit of the population on both sides of 
the border.
In recent years, the NAS has embarked on a strategic investment programme to 
develop a modern, quality service that is safe, responsive and fit for purpose. The 
service is implementing a significant reform agenda which mirrors many of the 
strategic changes underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive 
for high performance and efficiency whilst coping with a continuously increasing 
demand on services.

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie
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Glenturas Construction’s particular 
expertise lies in windfarm work where we 
carry out large volumes of cable laying 
and the construction of the associated 
sub-station control buildings. We have 
also undertaken large scale groundwork 
projects in sub-contract format. This work 
takes us all over Ireland and mainland UK.

Over this last 6 years we have continued 
to expand and have also moved 
into the social housing sector in the 
Principal Contractor role.  We have the 
professionalism to take a project from 
planning stage right through to completion 
stage whilst continually offering a high level 
of workmanship. 

The projects we have completed to date 
are testament to the diversity of our skills/
expertise and how we take care of the 
finer details ensuring that every project 
is precision engineered to the client’s 
satisfaction.

GLENTURAS CONSTRUCTION LTD
SKEOGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

DERRY  BT48 8SE

Tel: 00 44 (28) 71 730488
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there is a need for historical accuracy when 
recounting the past.

RECALLING OUR STORY
This story is our story and needs to be recalled 
and recorded with that perspective in mind. Most 
commentary or analysis on An Garda Síochána has 
been conducted by interested observers but rarely 
members of the force itself. There also has been 
prolonged negative commentary which is often 
unbalanced. The positive experience and major 
contributions made by thousands of Gardaí over the 
generations is often forgotten.
     The model of militraryarchives.ie is the model 
to be followed when capturing our history. This 
initiative will require resources (money) commitment 
and openness and the GSRMA is more than willing 
to play a leading role. It should be clear that if this 
history is not captured much information will be 
permanently lost. Indeed, we all should make a 
special effort to attend the Annual Garda Memorial 
Day in Dublin Castle on Saturday 16 May this year in 
the spirit of remembrance and recognition.

CAPTURING OUR NARRATIVE
There are many different themes to be captured in 
research. These are generational and often related 
to political changes as well as social and economic 
considerations. These are some of the themes which 
deserve exploration. 
     An Garda Síochána is largely an unarmed police service 
but the ability to achieve specialist proficiency in the use 
of firearms had always been part of our story. So, what is 
the real story and do we view the past through rose tinted 
spectacles? It is a fact that most murdered Gardaí have 
been unarmed uniform officers.

APPOINTING/SACKING COMMISSIONERS
The leadership provided to a people centred organisation 
is obviously very important. So, what does history teach 
us? The first three commissioners (Staines, O’Duffy and 
Broy, 1922-1938) came from a War of Independence 
background. 
     The next two were civil servants (Kinnane and Costigan 
1938 -1965). These were followed by a line of Garda 
Commissioners, (Quinn, Carroll, Wymes, Malone, Garvey, 
McLaughlin, Wren, Doherty, Crowley, Culligan, Byrne, 
Conroy, Murphy, Callinan, and O’Sullivan, 1965 - 2017) 
and eventually Harris 2017 (PSNI/RUC to date). 
     Research should show to what degree these individuals 
contributed to the development of the policing service. 

Were they innovators or traditional conservatives and have 
they left a story behind that we can learn from? At least 
three of them left office in challenged circumstances.
     Two IRA campaigns, the first in the 1940s and again 
in the “Troubles” generations from (1968 to 1998) posed 
big challenges to democracy and policing. An Garda 
Síochána’s contribution to the stability of the State has 
not been fully recognised. 

HIGH PROFILE APPROVAL 
Despite the slings and arrows An Garda Síochána has 
always enjoyed very high public approval and that is an 
approval which is denied many police forces despite their 
seeming efficiency. Individual gardai and their families 
have endured many challenges including some who paid 
the supreme sacrifice.
     Much of this narrative remains hidden and unrecorded. 
The significant challenge is now to logically and impartially 
capture it while it’s still possible. Obviously there should be 
good co-operation between serving members and retired 
Gardaí. 
     Our task is to record and remember, but not to 
interpret facts to the advantage of one side over the 
other. We should ensure that the primary focus is on An 
Garda Síochána members and families and it’s not about 
settling pre independence arguments good or bad. These 
and many other themes need research and recording.

¹Mawby, R. (1999) ‘Variations on a Theme: the Development of Professional Police in the British Isles and North America’, in R. Mawby (ed.) Policing across the World” 
Issues for the Twenty First Century. London: UCL Press: 28-58
²Later An Garda Síochána.
³1968 -1998 From Civil Rights to Good Friday Agreement
⁴Full Particulars of the ceremony will be made available
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The journey to the Brandywell for the Garda Soccer 
Club began in December 1985 after we had beaten 

UCD 1-0 on the third attempt at the Belfield Campus, 
having previously beaten St Mary’s Athlone and the 
Workman’s Club in the first two rounds of the FAI 
Intermediate Cup.
     We all wanted a League of Ireland club in the fourth 
round and jokingly talked about the chances of drawing 
Derry City. On the night of the draw, the numbers 17 and 
10 came out from the drum as part of the seventh pairing 
– Garda AFC would play at home against Derry City. We 
were stunned!
     And in view of the times that were in it, we had no 
doubt that the FAI and the authorities on either side of 
the Border did not want or relish this draw.  
     I smiled to myself and was delighted both as a player, 
and also knew the financial benefits that this would bring 
to the Garda Soccer Club as I was Honorary Treasurer, and 
we were in the process of purchasing our own pitch in 
Westmanstown.
     Within a day or two, the Derry City Officer Board 
contacted me and made an offer that if we conceded 
home advantage and played the match in the Brandywell, 
they would guarantee us a minimum of £4,000 (Sterling). 
I thanked them for the call and informed them that the 

Committee would discuss their offer and revert to them.
     After two meetings, there was opposition to 
conceding home advantage. However, we decided to play 
in Derry as it was too good a sporting occasion to pass 
up as we were aware of the huge crowds that Derry City 
were attracting to their home games.

HISTORY CREATED IN DERRY
History would be created as both Derry City and Garda 
AFC would play in their first FAI Cup Match; and if I am 
not mistaken and open to correction, it was the first FAI 
Cup Match to be played outside the Republic. 
     We had to receive permission from the Garda 
Commissioner Larry Wren (RIP), which Deputy 
Commissioner Eamon Doherty (RIP), at the time, obtained. 
We were set to go!
     As the day drew near, we were informed by our 
Authorities, that the UVF had made a threat against the 
players, our committee and supporters if they travelled.  It 
did not faze us in our preparations. 
     Our sponsors at the time were Garda Credit Union, 
Garda Recreation Club, Motorola and drinks company 
C&C (Cantrell & Cochrane) who must be applauded for 
their extreme generosity to us. This covered new gear, 
transport to and from Derry City and Donegal, plus two 

GARDAÍ MEET THEIR 
MATCH IN DERRY!

Dermot Kelly, Carlow Branch, who was a member of the Garda Soccer Club team that 
played Derry City Football Club in the fourth round of the Bulmers FAI Cup in February 
1986 at the Brandywell, recalls this historic first meeting between the two sides in an FAI 
Cup encounter on that memorable Sunday afternoon in Derry City.

Garda AFC: Eddie Ryan, Mick Hennebry, John Downey, Pat Kavanagh, Eamonn Tuohy, Robbie Smyth, Eddie Hyland, 
Eddie Corry; Tommy Kinsella, Dermot Kelly, Gus Keating, Liam Dempsey, Rory Durrad, Tosh Lavery, John Hartnett; Mick 
Leech (manager), David Watts (trainer) and Dermot Byrne (coach). 

FAI ENCOUNTER IN DERRY
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nights’ stay in Jackson’s Hotel in Ballybofey for the players, 
the Committee and their partners.
     The big day arrived and as we travelled across the 
Border, first the ERU and then RUC escorted our bus close 
to the grounds. We had a great sing-song on the bus and 
I remember Garda supporters standing along the road just 
inside the north to welcome and applaud us.

A FABULOUS RECEPTION 
When we arrived at the grounds, the Derry City fans 
queued up to applaud us and we then knew that our 
decision to travel was the right decision. About an hour 
before the match we walked out to look at the pitch and 
received a fabulous reception from the supporters in the 
stadium, which was three quarters full. 
     From the loudspeakers surrounding the pitch came 
the sound of Thin Lizzy singing ‘The Boys Are Back in 
Town, which boomed out and we acknowledged it by 
applauding the fans.
     Before we knew it, we were togged out and ready to 
go. I personally, remember running out onto the pitch and 
hearing two voices shout ‘Best of luck Dermot’. It was my 
two brothers, Mark and John with big smiling faces; both 
of whom have since now gone to their eternal reward 
(RIP).
     The only sense we felt that this was no ordinary game 
was the constant sound of a helicopter whirring high 
above us. We did not notice it, but there was a sign on 
the roof of a house outside the pitch which read ‘Garda 
pro-Brit bastards’. 
     We were informed afterwards that after about ten 
minutes into the game they took down the sign and sat 
down on the roof and enjoyed the match, like the rest of 
the crowd.

‘SUPER FIT AND CLASSY’
The ground was full to capacity as the matched kicked 
off.  We knew we had some very good players on our 
team, including a few lads who had played League of 
Ireland standard. We wanted to give Derry City as tough a 
game as possible. 

     We conceded a goal after 20 minutes, 
but held them at that score, until we felt a 
controversial penalty was awarded against 
us in the 59th minute. It became 2-0 and 
we knew it would be uphill after that. 
Derry City had eight professional players in 
their team.
     We were beaten 5-0 in the end, but 
savoured every minute of the occasion. 
Personally I was happy as I was marking 
Owen Da Gama, a South African who 
went on to play at the top level in France. 
He was a super fit and classy player whom 
I kept to just one goal!

MEMORABLE MOMENTS
As we boarded the bus to return to 
Ballybofey another memorable moment 

was in being surrounded by many fans who wanted us 
to autograph their programmes, which we did. I can 
honestly say, tongue in cheek, this was new to us all and, I 
was even offered a £5 sterling note for my tie. Sadly I had 
to decline!
     We were escorted back to Ballybofey, wherein 
a sing song started en route. We had a wonderful 
evening in Jackson’s Hotel with plenty of good food 
and refreshments provided, not to mention great 
entertainment provided by the local band and members of 
the Garda Band who had brought their instruments along 
with other talented fans who had done likewise. 
     It certainly was a great sporting day which will be 
fondly remembered for a long, long time by all those who 
were there.

Footnotes: Garda AFC were promoted and proceeded 
to win the Leinster Senior League’s highest division. 
And if I’m not mistaken and again open to correction, 
a few years later Derry City won the Senior League, 
FAI Cup and League Cup in one season, our share of 
the gate’s proceedings was over £7,000, which went a 
long way to the purchase of our pitch.
     I always smile when I hear the song ‘The Town that 
I Loved So Well’ and, can still look back with great 
memories to that Sunday afternoon in Derry. I wish to 
thank all of our colleagues and fans who travelled the 
long journey to support us. It is believed that over 500 
Garda fans travelled on the day. 

Note: Derry City FC and Garda AFC video can be seen 
on You Tube, and the Open Reel Production video 
includes footage of Mass which was held in Jackson’s 
Hotel on the morning of the game, plus footage of 
players, fans, bus travel and escorts, snippets from the 
game inside the Brandywell Stadium, and interviews 
with players and supporters.

Derry City FC players and coaching staff.

FAI ENCOUNTER IN DERRY
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Fachtna O’Donovan, West Cork Branch, fondly recalls the life and times of legendary NYPD 
Detective Mike Sheeran, whom he had met at an Emerald Society gathering after the New 
York St Patrick’s Day Parade a few weeks before his untimely death from cancer, contracted 
following the infamous 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center.

REMEMBERING A 
LEGEND OF THE 

NYPD

DETECTIVE MIKE SHEEHAN

My former colleague at Castletownbere Station 
Garda Caroline Guest from Castletownbere had 

forwarded  ‘The New York Times’ obituary to me on her 
famous cousin Mike Sheehan, which read: “June 9th 
2019: Died from cancer contracted while covering 
the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center; Lifelong 
New Yorker, NYPD Detective, writer, racounteur, 
newsman, proud first generation Irish-American”. 

     We had met the affable Mike a few weeks previously 
at the gathering organised by the Emerald Society after 
the New York St Patrick’s Day Parade, but we were at the 
time unaware of his serious health situation and there was 
no hint of it in his jovial outgoing conversation with us.
     Mike Sheehan was a legend of the New York Police 
Department (NYPD). His father Mike Senior was a native 
of Ardgroom in the Beara Peninsula in West Cork. He and 

Garda Martin Hegarty, Garda Caroline Guest, Retired NYPD Detective Mike Sheehan and Retired Sergeant Fachtna 
O’Donovan pictured at the Emerald Society New York St Patrick’s Day Party in 2019. 
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DETECTIVE MIKE SHEEHAN

his brothers were active members of the Old IRA in the 
struggle for Irish Independence, but like countless others 
like them, were obliged to emigrate in the early years of 
the new State. 
     Mike spoke proudly of his father’s patriotic role in the 
Beara campaign when we met him. In the summer of 
2018, probably conscious of his failing health, Mike had 
made his last visit to his father’s native place and made a 
point of meeting his Beara cousins. 
     A short distance “across the fields” from the Sheehan 
house is the mountainside homestead of the Harrington 
family, which produced 15 children, four of whom joined 
An Garda Síochána. They were Paddy (father of golfer 
Padraig), Kevin, Michael and Tadhg, all who are now sadly 
now deceased.

HIGH-PROFILE MURDER CASES
Mike Sheehan grew up in the Upper East Side and joined 
the NYPD in 1969. Over the course of a distinguished 
career he was involved in some of the most high profile 
murder investigations in the city, including that of John 
Lennon, the so-called ‘Preppie’ murder, the ‘Central Park 
Five’ case, as well as a number Mafia murders. 
     In 1980 he was off-duty when he was called in 
immediately following the Lennon shooting. He was 
present in the hospital when Yoko Ono was told that her 
husband had died. The sensational ‘Preppie Murder’ case, 
which grasped the American public’s attention in the 
1980s, was later made into a film with Hollywood actor 
Danny Aiello playing the part of ‘Mike’. 
     Sheehan, himself, featured in the film playing his 
real-life boss Lt Doyle. It wouldn’t be his only movie 
appearance. In 1990 he played the part of ‘Merlin Sheets’ 
in ‘Rocky V’ alongside Sylvester Stallone no less. It would 
never, in all fairness, receive an Oscar nomination! 
     The case of the controversial Central Park murders was 
recently made into a Netflix series called ‘When They See 

Mike Sheehan (left) with co-stars Sylvester Stallone and 
Talia Shire on the set of ‘Rocky V’.

Us’. Early in his police career Sheehan arrested two men 
responsible for 11 murders in Harlem, and the shooting of 
police officer Mary Bembry, the first female cop to be shot 
in NYPD history. 

REPORTER FOR ‘FOX 5 NEWS’
After retiring from the NYPD in 1992 he joined Fox 
5 News as a reporter. He also contributed to several 
documentaries and lectured on investigations to police 
groups. 
     The newsreader at Fox News, on announcing “the sad 
news that Mike Sheehan has died”, described him as “an 
iconic New Yorker, a legend of the NYPD, he was on the 
spot at 9/11 reporting for Fox. He lived near the scene and 
went straight there. The quintessential detective, a sharp 
dresser, full of Irish wit, Mike seemed to know everybody 
in this town on both sides of the law”. 

‘OLD-TIME DETECTIVES’
Michael Palladino, President of the NYPD Detectives’ 
Endowment Association, told the ‘New York Daily News’ 
that Sheehan was “a great detective, he was one of those 
old-time detectives that people write the books and make 
the movies about”.
     Mike Sheehan (71) is survived by his wife Denise and 
daughter Clair. His Irish cousins Caroline and her brothers 
Alan and Ken O’Sullivan are serving members of An Garda 
Síochána.

“June 9th 2019: Died from cancer 
contracted while covering the 
9/11 attacks on the World Trade 
Center; Lifelong New Yorker, NYPD 
Detective, writer, racounteur, 
newsman, proud first generation 
Irish-American” – obituary in ‘The New 
York Times’ following the death of Mike 
Sheehan
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TIME TO REMEMBER 
THE ETHICAL 

IMPLICATIONS
In the aftermath of the tsunami of comment and controversy regarding the proposed State 
Commemoration of both the RIC and DMP experienced in recent times, John Duffy, Dublin 
West Branch, examines if Commemoration and Reconciliation are compatible or mutually 
exclusive, and says that it’s a matter of getting the balance right.

While it is a complex question which requires 
balanced historical analysis, nevertheless it 

should be devoid of simplistic political thinking or 
media comment bordering on ‘Fake News’. This 
has formed part of the narrative that has fed the 
frenzy of opposition to what should have been 
an appropriate event – to commemorate two 
police forces who contributed to the preservation 
of peace in Ireland, albeit at a period when we 
were under colonial governance.
     Our culture and attitudes are often formed 
by our historical development which, in the Irish 
context, was that of centuries of colonial control. 
Since 1922 and the formation of the Irish State 
we have travelled a long way towards asserting 
our Irish identity and making that identity 
known throughout the world by our diaspora’s 
involvement in a host of professional, social, 
cultural, business and missionary activities. 
     Ironically many Irish people, both at home 
and abroad, have family ancestral connections 
with the RIC and DMP. There is no institution – 
be it police related or otherwise – that is without 
guilt when it comes to specific events that 
needs to be acknowledged. This does not mean 
that the vast majority of the members of that 
institution, be it the RIC and or the DMP, would 
acquiesce with those events but the fact that 
they are members of one or other force, they are 
often presumed guilty by association.
     The classic example of this happening was when 
this State Commemoration was first highlighted and 
prompted some press headlines to conflate ‘the Black and 
Tans’ and ‘Auxiliaries’ with the RIC. 

PUTTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
Unfortunately I would have expected that some 

professional historians would have done more to put the 
record straight and help to diffuse an incorrect perception 
of the historical record.  
     In commenting on the significance of remembering, 
the French philosopher Paul Ricoeur, in his publication 
‘Memory, History, Forgetting’ states the following: “The 
significance of these events indicates the importance on 
the ethics of remembering.  To remember is not just about 

The State Commemoration should have been an appropriate 
event – to commemorate two police forces who contributed to the 
preservation of peace in Ireland.

COMMEMORATION AND RECONCILIATION
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presenting knowledge but the action of bringing together 
knowledge of past events in order to re-remember the 
parts to form a whole which can be recalled 
and expressed either privately or in public 
rituals.”¹

There is no question of wishing to deny the 
pain and suffering of victims or families who 
suffered at the hands of some members of the 
RIC and the DMP, and specific mention of such 
pain would form part of any commemoration.
     That being said the pain and suffering of 
those innocent members of both the RIC and 
DMP who were killed in the line of duty, many 
gunned down while on cycling patrol and their 
families would similarly be remembered. 
     We cannot abandon generations of Irish 
policemen on the basis that certain members 
were involved in serious illegal action – to do so 
would be to fail to acknowledge the good at 
the expense of the evil.          
     It must be remembered that such 
commemorative events of a reconciliatory 

Since 1922 and the formation of the Irish State we have travelled a 
long way towards asserting our Irish identity.

nature focus primarily on the dead and, as such, reflect on 
life after death for most people who subscribe to having 
a religious faith but does not exclude those who do not 
subscribe to a faith belief and yet remember a loved one.

CAREFUL CONSIDERATION 
For those charged with conducting such commemorative 
events, it is essential that the focus must be all embracing 
on those whom we are commemorating and expressing 
empathy with the pain of the living.
     It is impossible to tease out the complex considerations 
on this subject in the confines of a short article, but 
suffice to say that Commemoration and Reconciliation 
can be achieved if careful consideration is given to 
planning such a commemoration and all stakeholders are 
consulted in advance. 
     Unfortunately this does not appear to have happened 
and as a result extreme reaction ensued which resulted in 
its cancellation. However, I acknowledge the ‘bona fides’ 
of Minister Flanagan in initiating this event and would 
council against further political point scoring on an issue 
that should not form part of a political agenda. 
     However, I doubt if my views are likely to carry any 
weight. Whilst we can adapt an existential approach to all 
matters in life that possibility must end with death, as only 
through the eyes of faith can we hope to experience a 
new life with our creator beyond the grave as our earthly 
existence has come to an end, that is not to say that a 
non-believer cannot hope to attain eternal life.
     Life is about respect for self and neighbour and 
together that equates to love, for the Christian and many 
other religious denominations who believe that God is 
Love.
¹Paul Ricoeur ‘Memory, History, Forgetting’ in Questioning Ethics; Contemporary 
Debates in Philosophy, Ed. Richard Kearney and Mark Dooley 5-11(London & New 
York: Routledge 1999).

COMMEMORATION AND RECONCILIATION

“I acknowledge the ‘bona fides’ of Minister 

Flanagan in initiating this event and would 

council against further political point scoring on 

an issue that should not form part of a political 

agenda”– John Duffy
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It was about 1.30 am one morning in 1983 that a taxi 
man walked into Rathmines Station and informed me 

that a man who had escaped a few weeks previously from 
the Four Courts during lunch break was now in a chip 
shop on Lower Rathmines Road.
     The escape had received wide coverage in the papers. 
My first question to him was to the effect of how he was 
so sure it was the escapee in question. He went on to tell 
me that he himself was a prisoner in Mountjoy with the 
escapee and that he had conveyed him and two others to 
the chip shop in question and that he had no doubt as to 
his identity. 
     I then put it to him that the escapee would know that 
it was he who had squealed on him. The taxi man replied 
that he had no such fears as he had a beard and long hair 
when in prison and that there was no way the escapee 
would have recognised him. He was now clean shaven, 
short haired and well dressed. He described in detail the 
attire of the wanted man and who was in his company, 
warning me that he was a violent individual who may be 
armed. 
     I gave him my name and told him if ever I could be of 
assistance to him in the future not to hesitate to call on 
me. Without more ado he left the station.

CONVICITION ON ORIGINAL CHARGE 
I immediately called in the patrol car and got two men 
who were in for their meal break, took off my tunic and 
tie and put on an anorak, and we all drove to a spot 

near the chip shop. I took up a position directly outside 
the chip shop and the two guards in uniform concealed 
themselves a short distance away but where they had a 
view of me. 
     The patrol car parked around the corner. My 
instruction to my uninformed comrades was that as 
soon as I arrested the prisoner they were to rush to my 
assistance. Everything went according to plan. As he 
walked out of the chip shop, I grabbed him and addressed 
him by name, and before he realised what was happening 
he was in the custody of three Gardaí. 
     He put up no resistance and he had no weapon of 
any description. The car came within seconds and he was 
taken to the station. He appeared in court the following 
morning where he was remanded in custody, before 
being convicted for his original charge and for escaping 
from custody.
     Time passed and one day in the late spring of 1984 
the taxi man called to the station to see me. For the 
first time, he gave me his name. He had an almost 
new Mercedes Taxi and he informed me that the State 
was looking for high quality taxis to ferry some of the 
entourage attached to President Ronald Reagan on the 
occasion of his impending visit in June of that year.
     He expected he would be debarred due to his 
conviction. He told me that his conviction was for an 
attempted insurance fraud; he had burned down a 
premises he occupied and claimed off his insurance 
company. He received a six-year prison sentence. 
     He asked me if I could intercede on his behalf, giving 
me the name of the Chief Superintendent whose job it 
was to vet applicants. I contacted the officer in question, 
gave him the details of the applicant’s conviction and 
filled him in on his assistance in the arrest of the escapee. 
I told him that I believed he had learned a costly lesson 
and would not be involved in any further criminality.
     Time passed and one day later in 1984 he again called 
to the station to tell me he had got the gig and that all 
went well and that it had led to other high-profile work. 
He expressed his gratitude and left.

PRISON EXPERIENCES IN PRINT
Some years later I was out on patrol when I was called 
back to the station as there was a man there to see me. 

A POLICEMAN’S LOT 
CAN BE TAXING AT 

TIMES!
Opposing the opinion that “a 

policeman’s lot is not a happy one”, 
expressed by the Sergeant in ‘The 
Pirates of Penzance’ by Gilbert & 

Sullivan, Carthage Minnock, Dublin 
South Branch, believes that the job is 

certainly not a humdrum one. Following 
an incident on night-duty over 36 years 

ago, he was to discover that his taxi 
man informant was a distant relation.

POLICING LOOK BACK
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To my amazement it was my friend the taxi man, who 
told me that he had been in prison again, which came as 
a surprise to me. He outlined to me that he had given up 
the taxi business and opened a panel beating garage. He 
took in a car for repair and some days later the Gardaí 
paid him a visit, as the car was a stolen. 
     He was arrested, questioned, charged and received a 
term of imprisonment, I forget how long. While admitting 
his criminality in the fraud case he claimed he was totally 
innocent of the car theft and had no idea that it had been 
stolen. He told me that he had now set up a sandwich-
making business in a warehouse, employed a number of 
women on a part-time basis and had two vans on the 
road doing deliveries between the shops.
     He said he had been offered a substantial sum of 
money for the enterprise and he had not made up his 
mind whether to sell or not. I knew that he was a worker 
but was amazed at the variations in his lines of ventures. 
He had written a book about his prison experiences and 
asked me if I would read it and tell him if he had correctly 
quoted the acts under which he had been arrested and 
detained in custody. I agreed and told him when I was 
working again.
     He called a few days later with the book. It was made 
up of typed of A4 sheets and was bound and had a hard 
cover. He told me he had six copies and had paid to have 
it professionally typed and bound. 
     After reading it, I pointed out a couple of legal 
imperfections and then remarked that he would have 

to change names and locations, otherwise he would be 
easily identified as the author and that he probably would 
not want his family exposed. He agreed that this was his 
intention if he did think of getting it published. I still have 
my copy but think the book was never published.

DISTANT RELATIONS 
A year or so later he phoned me and told me that a friend 
of his who was an electronic engineer and who repaired 
electronic equipment at his home was given what was 
supposed to be a video recorder to repair. However, as 
soon as the engineer saw it he knew that it was not a 
video recorder but equipment from a recording studio.  
     His pal wanted it off his premises and my friend, the 
taxi man, did not want it in his home either so about an 
hour later he delivered it to me at my home. It transpired 
that it had been stolen from a recording studio in the 
Kevin Street area and I handed it over to a detective 
from that station. The following Christmas the same 
Kevin Street detective delivered to me, on behalf of the 
recording company, and a large box of chocolates. 
     I next met my taxi man friend at the funeral of a third 
cousin of mine. He told me that the wife of deceased 
was his aunt. Time passed and one day I met the man’s 
widow. During the course of our conversation I remarked 
that her late husband was my third cousin and she 
informed me that she was also a third or fourth cousin 
of mine. I now knew for the first time that my taxi man 
informant was a distant relation. It’s a small world indeed!



The Great Northern Distillery in Dundalk, Co. Louth 
in Ireland. The Great Northern Distillery is largest 
Independent Distillery in Ireland which has been 
operational since 2015.

The Distillery operates two distinctive distilleries pot 
stills and columns that produce a diverse range of Irish 
whiskey spirit’s including grain, triple malt, double malt, 
peated malt and pot still whiskey. The distillery has 
a current capacity of 16 million litres of spirit with an 
opportunity to expand production. 

The primary market for our distillery is bulk private 
labels, contract distilling, retail own label and 
supplementing spirit and whiskey for smaller distilleries 
and in the home and international markets. Presently 
the Irish Whiskey Market is the fastest growing brown 
spirit sales in the world. 

www.gndireland.com

Great Northern Distillery
Carrick Road, 

Dundalk, 
Co. Louth, 

Ireland. 
A91 P8W9

Ph:+353(0)429429005
E: office@gndireland.com
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An urgency exists in relation to any 
of our members who may, in the 

future, be entitled to a Contributory 
Pension. The previous Government and 
Minister for Social Protection published 
plans and a Bill to change the qualifying 
criteria for a Contributory State Pension 
from a Yearly Average System to a Total 
Contributions Approach, with credit 
given to stay at home parents minding 
children. This is due to occur this year.
     The really important issue with this 
Total Contributions Approach is the 
number of contributions (years) required 
for a full pension. When this method 
was first mooted about ten years ago 
it was proposed at 30 years, but there 
appears to be an intention to increase 
this to 40 years. 
     If this happens, it will have a very 
negative impact on any qualifying 
GSRMA member if 520 ‘Full Contributions’ (e.g. Classes 
‘A’ and ‘S’ PRSI) are calculable to qualify even for a 
minimum Contributory Pension.

• The period for calculating the full rate of the 
Contributory State Pension should be 30 and not 
40 years. In other words, the qualifying period 
should be divided by 30 and not 40 to determine 
the percentage of pension due (e.g. 20 years/40 = 
50% of full pension due; 20 years/30 = 66% of full 
pension due).

• Those who paid Class ‘B’ PRSI, whilst serving in An 
Garda Síochána should be given at least 50% credit 
for all of those years in determining what rate of 
Contributory State Pension may be due when added 
on to any qualifying ‘Full Rate Contributions’.

• Reduce the number of contributions required to 

CONTRIBUTORY STATE PENSION

STATE PENSION IS AN 
AGE-OLD ISSUE! 

There has been much talk and media attention about the general pension age (65 to 66 to 
67 and eventually 68) leading up to the General Election by people who appeared surprised 
by these existing and proposed changes that have been known for quite some time, writes 

Willie Gleeson, Cork City Branch.

qualify for the minimum State Contributory Pension 
from 520 (ten years). It was previously set at 260.

There has been much talk and media attention about 
the general pension age (65 to 66 to 67 and eventually 
68) leading up to the General Election by people who 
appeared surprised by these existing and proposed 
changes that have been known for quite some time.
     However, the number of years required for PRSI 
contributions may be even more important to any of 
our members working and making Class ‘A’ or ‘S’ PRSI 
contributions (bearing in mind that the mandatory Garda 
retirement age is 60). The number of years available to 
our members to make or have made these contributions 
will be relatively short.
     Garda Pension Parity and the Contributory State 
Pension qualifications and calculations are equally 
important and should be vigorously pursued by the 
GSRMA on behalf of our members.
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LOOK BACK

‘B-DAY’ PUTS THE 
BRAKES ON DRINK 

DRIVING

The ‘Cork Examiner’ published on their front page 
the next morning a photograph of me examining a 

breathalyser-kit at McCurtain Street Station. On reading 
the article, now 50 years later, from my old scrapbook I 
note it gave the impression that the new law was aimed 
at male drivers.

Here is the full text from the ‘Cork Examiner’ (dated 
3 November 1969):
This is ‘B-Day’ for Irish motorists as the new regulations 
on drink-driving came into effect at midnight. Over the 
weekend breathalyser-kits were sent to Garda stations 
throughout the country. Gardaí can now stop any driver 
suspected of being drunk and ask him to take the test.
     The new law makes it an offence for a driver to 
refuse the test which is meant only as a screener, to see 
if a driver should be taken to a Garda station for proper 
medical tests to determine the amount of alcohol in his 
blood.  If a motorist refuses the breathalyser he is liable to 
a £20 fine, and could lose his licence.
     If the test indicates a blood alcohol level of more 
than 125 milligrams, a driver could be asked to provide a 
blood or urine sample to a Garda Doctor.  This would be 
analysed by the Medical Bureau of Road Safety, and the 
driver could have a second sample analysed himself if he 
wants.
     Gardaí must caution a driver before he is asked to give 
a blood sample.  If the motorist refused to give a sample 
he is breaking the new law, so he is liable to a fine of 

With just five years Garda service 
under his belt, Tim Bowe, Cork City 
Branch Secretary, found himself as 
Station Orderly at McCurtain Street 
Garda Station in Cork on night duty 
on 3 November 1969 when the new 
Breathalyser Drink-Driving System first 
came into force for Irish motorists. 

up to £100 or six months in jail, and to be automatically 
banned from driving for a year. These are the same 
penalties which now exist for the present drunk driving 
charge and if a driver’s blood sample is over the new 
125 milligrams limit the courts can impose these same 
penalties too.
     The new Act is bound to be a controversial one and it 
may yet be tested in the Supreme Court.  For the moment 
at least it creates three new offences:  (i) Refusing to take 
a breathalyser test; (ii) Refusing to give a blood sample; 
(iii) Driving with a blood alcohol level of more than 125 
milligrams.
     There is no absolute guide as to how much you can 
drink before going over the limit, but the State Pathologist 
Dr. Maurice Hickey estimates it would take at least 2.5 

Garda Jim Keating.

76  Síocháin 



LOOK BACK

The new regulations on drink-driving, which came into effect at midnight on 3 
November 1969 signalled ‘B-Day’ for Irish motorists.

pints (equivalent to four small whiskeys) to put an 11 
stone man over the limit – this is only a very rough guide.
     The breathalyser consists of a tube containing crystals 
to which a plastic bag is attached. When the driver 
breathes into the tube, inflating the bag fully the crystals 
will change colour if there is alcohol in the breath. 
     If the change of colour 
extends up to or beyond a 
certain line marked on the tube, 
this indicates that his blood 
alcohol level probably exceeds 
the fixed limit and the test is 
therefore positive. 
     If on the other hand the 
colour change in the crystals 
does not reach the line – the 
test is negative and no further 
test will be taken by the Garda 
unless he thinks that the driver 
is not-withstanding the test 
under the influence of alcohol. 
     If the test is positive the 
driver will be required to go 
with the Garda to the Garda 
station.  
     The next step is a blood test 
or if the driver may opt for the 
urine test. A driver must receive 

Arresting officer Garda Willie Kenny (now deceased). 
(Photo courtesy of his widow Mary Kenny, Cork City 
Branch)

an official “caution” before being asked for a blood/urine 
specimen and warned of the possible consequences of a 
refusal. 
     But even if he passed the test he could still be in 
trouble.  The new law exists alongside the old one – it 
has not replaced it. A driver could be under the 125 
milligrams limit but if he was obviously incapable of 
driving then he could be prosecuted under the old law 
Section 49(1) Road Traffic Act 1961.

FIRST ARREST IN CORK
Shortly after the new breathalyser drink-driving law came 
into operation, I was again Station Orderly at McCurtain 
Street Station when Garda William Kenny (now deceased) 
arrived with a male motorist who had failed a breath-test. 
     A Garda Doctor was called and I went through the 
appropriate procedure at the station.  Some months 
later, the case came before Justice Denis P. O’Donovan at 
Cork District Court. The charge against the motorist was 
strongly defended by the solicitor Gerald Y. Goldberg. 
     While I was giving my evidence to the court, I read-
out the long legal caution which was printed on a 
leaflet. The defence solicitor made an argument that the 
Garda should not be allowed to read from a document. 
I remember the District Justice held in my favour but 
the final judgement in the case may have resulted in an 
acquittal.
     In 1973, I joined the newly-established Garda Traffic 
Corps in Cork, and over the next 28 years, I dealt with 
many cases of drink-driving involving both male and 
female drivers. I retired from the force in April 2002.
     Today, the legal limit for fully licenced driver is 50mg of 
alcohol per 100 ml of blood while for Provisional/Learner 
Driver it is 20 mg of alcohol per 100 ml of blood.
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

These include the Hyundai Tucson, Ireland’s best-selling 
SUV and a wide range of petrol, diesel, hybrid, mild 

hybrid and the fully electric KONA and IONIQ.
     Producing zero tailpipe emissions while providing a 
thrilling driving experience, the new IONIQ Electric gives 
you an all-electric driving range of 312km on a single 
charge.  
     And what’s more, its powerful new lithium ion polymer 
battery requires less than an hour to charge to 80% when 
using a 100Kw DC fast-charger.
     New to Keary’s Hyundai this year is the all-new 
Hyundai i10, which has caused great excitement in 
the showrooms, with the Hyundai SmartSense feature. 

This is one of the most comprehensive active safety 
technology packages on the market, as well as the most 
comprehensive connectivity available in its class. 
     The all-new i10 also offers one the largest load 
capacities in its segment, with an impressive 252L boot 
capacity. At Kearys Hyundai, we will ensure that you drive 
away in the car that best suits you and your needs and 
budget with great finance options for all customers and 
trade-ins welcome. 

For more information visit www.kearys.ie/hyundai or call 
into Keary’s Hyundai Cork, Mallow, or our new location in 
Midleton.

KEARYS HYUNDAI CORK 
DRIVES THE BEST DEAL!

Proud to service the Garda Hyundai fleet in Cork in their state-of-the art workshops at Kinsale 
Road Cork, Mallow and Midleton, Kearys Hyundai Cork have an extensive range of Hyundai cars, 

with low and zero emissions, to suit all driver requirements.

021 735 5392
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GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)         Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available
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Check out our great selection  
of new and used vehicles.

MSL Ballsbridge Motors
162 Shelbourne Road,
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

Tel: (01) 665 6600 

MSL Grange Motors
Pottery Road,  

Dun Laoghaire.
Tel: (01) 236 9200 

MSL Park Motors
Navan Road, Cabra,  

Dublin 7.
Tel: (01) 869 1000 

MSL Cork
EastGate Business Park,

Little Island, Cork.
Tel: (021) 240 8600 

Motor Group

The Historic Tenters Pub, one of Dublin’s 
oldest establishments, has reopened with a 
fantastic re-design. Located on Mill Street, 
Dublin 08, Tenters is now serving the best 
of Gastro food and signature cocktails. We 
are offering a 20% discount to all active & 

retired Gardaí.* 

Open Monday to Sunday for Lunch and 
Dinner, drop in now to try our 

fantastic new menu.

Call us on +1 963 1787 

Email us at book@tenterspub.ie 

Or find us @ www.tenterspub.ie 

*Terms and conditions. Offer is available to all those who 
can present valid Garda member ID.
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 
 

6 

   
0 6 0 

PHOTO 



 

  

GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES 

 
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay 
Parity was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its 
present title. 
The objectives of the Association are 

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members; 
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose 

 

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, 
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations. 
 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations). 
b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 
c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com). 
d) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Tax Advisor – First Consultation FREE. 
e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Social Welfare Advisor – First Consultation FREE. 
f) Access to Association members’ deals nationwide. NEW! GRA DISCOUNT SCHEME ACCESS 
g) Access to GSRMA Personal Accident Policy. NEW! 
h) Access to GSRMA Trips nationwide and abroad – Special rates for members.   
i) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members. 
j) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws  
k) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws. 
l) Web Users Draw each quarter. 
m) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times. 
n) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events 
o) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level 
p) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members  
q) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products  
r) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement. 

 
WHO MAY JOIN: 
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions. 
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.  
 
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
 
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association  
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street 
Dublin 8        
Tel:     (01) 4781525 
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com 
Website: www.gardaretired.com      GSRMA House follow us on  
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www.haix.co.uk

Available from your dealer and at 
the HAIX® webshop www.haix.co.uk

High quality 
functional 

footwear for
WORK & 
LEISURE!

MADE IN

20 Sandymount Green • Dublin 4
www.bennettsauctioneers.ie • info@bennettsauctioneers.ie

Tel: 01 260 2520 • Fax: 01 260 2339

FOR SALE
14d “SUNNYSIDE” SANDYMOUNT GREEN, SANDYMOUNT, DUBLIN 4

PARK MEWS, PARK LANE, SANDYMOUNT, DUBLIN 4

9 GILFORD ROAD, SANDYMOUNT, DUBLIN 4

• Stunning three bedroom first floor apartment
• High ceilings and stylishly designed interior
• Off-street parking to front and private terrace to rear
• Bespoke shuttered windows open to leafy views

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

by private treaty

by private treaty

by private treaty

Total floor area: c. 102 m2

View: Saturday 17th June 2017 1pm – 2pm    /    Price: €950,000

• A unique and rare gem located off Park Avenue
• Spacious, secluded and private luxury mews bungalow
• Sunny south facing patio garden, off-street car parking
• Adjacent to the village, Dart and StrandTotal floor area: c. 173 m2

View: Saturday 17th June 2017 12pm – 1pm    /    Price: €1,150,000

• Stunning three bedroom semi-detached period property
• Appealing turnkey condition
• Secure off-street parking to the front
• Sunny south west facing rear garden

Total floor area: c. 184 m2

View: Viewing by appointment    /    Price: €1,300,000

Est. 1966

Auctioneers ● Valuers ● Estate Agents

PLEASE CONTACT BENNETTS FOR A FULL LISTING ON ALL OUR PROPERTIES FOR SALE - Tel: 01 260 2520

Bennetts Auctioneers  
in business since 1966

 

Please call (01) 260 2520 for free 
sales or probate valuations

All confidential advice on residential 
and commercial property

PSRA No. 002091
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CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 
RYAN
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
Birthplace: 
Cabra, Co. Sligo
 (Native of Easkey)
Reg No: 13681F
Rank: Garda
Retired: 
13 November 1994
Date of Death: 
22 December 2018

Christy was born on 15 December 1937 in 
Cabra, Rathlee, Co. Sligo. He served four 
years in the local Defence Force - Fórsa 
Cosanta Áitiúil (FCÁ) – before joining An 
Garda Síochána on 13 November 1958. 
     After his training at the Phoenix 
Park Depot in Dublin he was assigned 
to Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan in 1959, 
Crossmolina, Co. Mayo in 1961 – where 
he met and married his wife Dympna. He 
moved to Kilconnell, Ballinasloe in 1968 
and finally Ballinasloe, Co. Galway in 
1974. 
     While directing traffic on active duty 
in Ballinasloe in 1980, Christy was struck 
by a vehicle receiving life-threatening 
injuries. Despite this, he returned to office 
duty in 1984 and retired in 1994 with an 
‘exemplary record’ and he received many 
‘Good Police Duty’ awards between 1960 
and 1969, serving a total of 36 years and 
one day. 
     Through the initiative of the Athlone 
Branch of the GSRMA and his family, 
Christy received the Liddy Medal Bronze 
Award from GSRMA President Matt 
Cosgrave on 12 April 2018 in Gullanes’ 
Hotel, Ballinasloe. The ceremony was 
attended by over 80 former colleagues 
and current colleagues.
     Christy was a gifted DIY enthusiast 
creating many beautiful pieces of furniture 
to a professional finish and he took great 
pride in building a beautiful home where 

he and Dympna reared their seven children 
and many grandchildren. 
     In his spare time, Christy was an avid 
gardener and invented innovative solutions 
around the house and garden.  
     He loved watching GAA, horse racing 
and spending time with his many friends 
at social events. Other pastimes included 
saving turf every summer, playing cards 
and singing. 
     Christy had a great sense of humour. 
He was generous with his time, advice, 
skills, involving himself with the local 
community and being the Treasurer of the 
residence association.
     Dympna and the family would like 
to convey their deepest gratitude and 
appreciation to all serving and retired 
members of An Garda Síochána who 
supported Christy during the time of 
his accident and recovery, his life in 
retirement and his illness before his death 
in Portiuncula Hospital.  
     The family were particularly moved by 
the Guard of Honour on his final journey 
to his resting place.
     Christy was a pure ‘Gentleman’, a 
wonderful loving son, brother, husband, 
father and grandfather, colleague and 
friend to all you knew him. He will be 
sadly missed.

May his gentle and kind soul Rest in 
Peace.

DANIEL (DAN) FRIEL
Killester, Dublin
Birthplace: Ballure,  
Fanad, Co. Donegal
Rank: Detective 
Superintendent
Reg. No: 09600H
Retired: 25 November 1986
Date of Death: 
15 June 2019

Dan Friel was born in Fanad, Co. Donegal 
in October 1923, one of a family of five 
girls and three boys. Typically, as the 
youngest son of a small farmer, he had 
to set his sights on a career away from 
home and joined An Garda Síochána in 
November 1945. 
     On passing out from the Depot in 
May 1946, he was posted to Newmarket 
Station in Dublin, though accommodated 
at nearby Kevin Street Station. Following 
the closure of Newmarket, Dan was 
assigned to Kevin Street where he worked 
both in uniform and in plain clothes. 
     His time in Kevin Street was notable for 
his first encounter with his beloved Olive 
in the Teachers’ Club in Parnell Square. 
She was the eldest daughter of Michael 
and Annie O’Hara. Michael was a native 
of Sligo and a Station Sergeant at Pearse 

Street (or the College as it was known 
at that time). Olive was a sister of D/Sgt 
Adrian O’Hara (RIP) and Sgt Frank O’Hara 
(Retd). Dan and Olive married in October 
1952 and settled in Killester where they 
reared four children – Donal, Brendan, 
Mary and Kieran. 
     Dan was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant in 1958 and transferred to 
Clontarf but, after a short period, was 
transferred to the Bridewell as a Detective 
Sergeant. He spent the next 12 years in ‘D’ 
District where he gained a reputation as 
something of an expert in extradition. 
     A promotion to Detective Inspector 
saw him transferred back to Kevin Street 
in 1971 which was followed by a move 
to Raheny in 1973. During his time in 
Raheny, he was centrally involved in the 
investigation into the murder of his 
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DENIS O’BRIEN
Birthplace: Mishells, 
Bandon, Co. Cork
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 19146K
Date of Retirement: 
30 March 2003 
Date of Death: 
28 August 2019
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colleague, Garda Michael Reynolds, in 
1975. 
     He was promoted to the rank of 
Superintendent in 1978 and transferred 
to Ballyconnell in Co. Cavan – his first 
posting outside of the DMA since joining 
in 1945. Despite the change from an 
urban to a rural environment, he greatly 
enjoyed his time in Cavan. 
     His Donegal roots played no small 
part in facilitating the transition and he 
developed a large circle of friends in Cavan 
with whom he kept in contact long after 
his departure from Ballyconnell. He was 
transferred as Superintendent to Bray in 
1982 and was subsequently moved again 
to Whitehall as Detective Superintendent 
in 1983. He retired in November 1986. 
     Retirement allowed Dan and Olive 
to devote more time to Donegal where 
they had built a holiday house in the 
late 1970s on part of Dan’s family farm. 
He was probably at his happiest back in 
his native Donegal – a happiness shared 
enthusiastically by Olive.  
     The house in Fanad was a focus for 
holidays and visits by their family and 
a large circle of friends – Olive being 
one of life’s great hostesses who was at 
her happiest in the kitchen feeding the 
multitudes.
     Sadly, Olive passed away in 2006 but 
Dan found new talents in cooking and 
housekeeping which allowed him to live 
independently and enjoy life between 
Dublin and Donegal for many more years. 

Dan was a daily Mass goer. He loved sport, 
especially football and hurling, as well as 
Irish music and dancing. 
     He greatly enjoyed spending time 
with his fellow Gardaí, in particular with 
Paul Sweeney (RIP) with whom he shared 
stories of the job and of their shared 
Fanad heritage. He also appreciated the 
visits of Joe McGarty, a former colleague 
from the Retired Members Association. 
Dan passed away after a short illness in 
June 2019 at the age of 95. 
     In addition to losing Olive, Dan was 
also predeceased by his grandson, Declan, 
in 2003 and by his youngest son, Kieran, 
in 2017.  He is survived by his sons, Donal 
and Brendan, daughter, Mary, daughters-
in-law Helen, Nora and Frances, son-in-law 
Jim, sister Bridget (Carr), 12 grandchildren 
and two great grandsons. The family 
tradition of serving in An Garda Síochána 
continues today with Olive’s nephews, Sgt 
Damien O’Hara (ASU Harcourt Square) and 
D/Garda Tony Crehan (Arklow).
     Dan’s family greatly appreciated the 
support and sympathies of his former 
colleagues and friends on his passing and, 
in particular, they wish to thank Frs. Joe 
Kennedy and Ralph Egan from Mount 
Argus for their participation in his funeral 
Mass in Donnycarney.  
     They also wish to thank the Gardaí 
from the local stations for providing 
escorts for Dan’s removal and burial.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

Denis was the sixth child of nine children 
of Annie and Timothy O’Brien. He 
followed in the footsteps of his uncle 
Denis O’Brien and he was also followed 
into the Force by his brothers Michael 
(Sergeant I/C in Kenmare), William (Garda 
in Tramore) and his nephew Micahel 
O’Brien (Sergeant in Cobh).
     Denis was educated in Hamilton High 
School Bandon and worked with farmers 
before joining An Garda Síochána in 
March 1973. He won the Commissioner’s 
Prize of his class of 150 and was very 
proud of this achievement. He was also 
very proud of following in the footsteps 
of his uncle Denis O’Brien, who joined the 
Gardaí in 1922, having fought in the War 
of Independence at Crossbarry.

     During his career, Denis served in 
Dundalk (August 1973), Dromod (June 
1975), Newport, Co. Tipperary (March 
1976 and 1980), Rear Cross (November 
1976), Cork’s Anglesea Street (December 
1984 and January 1996) and Bridewell 
Cork (1992).
     Denis was very devoted to his family 
and was very much loved by all of his 
brothers and his only sister Mary. He was 
close to all of his nephews and nieces, 
but especially to his favourite niece Anne 
Marie. He loved a ‘flutter’ on the horses 
and could be seen most days at his local 
bookie with his brother Rich.
     Denis passed away after a short illness 
on 28 August 2019, surrounded by his 
family. He is greatly missed by his six 
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GERARD (GERRY) F. 
MCCARRICK 
Castleknock, Dublin 15
Birthplace: 
Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo
Rank: Detective Inspector
Reg. No: 18980D
Date of Death: 
15 April 2017

Gerard, or ‘Gerry’ as he was fondly 
known, was born in Tubbercurry, Co. 
Sligo. On finishing his primary education 
in Carnaleck Primary School, he secured a 
hard-won scholarship for secondary school 
in St Mary’s College, Dundalk.
     Gerry joined An Garda Síochána in 
February 1973 and after completing 
his training, was posted to the Donegal 
Division where he served, firstly in Milford 
then in Burnfoot and Falcarragh.  
     He was transferred to SDU/STF in 1978, 
where he remained until he was promoted 
Sergeant in 1986 and was assigned to 
Emyvale in the Cavan/Monaghan Division. 
     In 1987 he was transferred back to 
Dublin and was appointed Detective 
Sergeant and became one of the first 
group of members of the Emergency 
Response Unit (ERU).  
     That same year he was promoted to 
Inspector and was assigned to the ‘B’ 
District, serving in both Pearse Street 
and Harcourt Terrace. In 1998 he was 
transferred to Garda Headquarters as a 
Detective Inspector where he was assigned 
to the Security and Intelligence Section 
where he remained until his retirement in 
2011.
     Gerry was a fine Gaelic footballer and 
played for his local club, Tubbercurry, 
which he captained to a Senior Football 
Championship title in 1976.  
     This championship win ended a long 
17-year wait for Tubbercurry and was the 
springboard for a golden era in the club’s 
history. 

     He played for his beloved Sligo in both 
league and championship on a number 
of occasions during the 1970s and 80s. 
He continued to play with Garda teams 
and went on to coach different levels at 
St Brigid’s GAA Club in Dublin, instilling a 
love of GAA in a new generation.
     Gerry was the eldest of nine children 
and was a great family man. This was 
evident when his father passed suddenly 
in 1976, and he became the rock to his 
mother and siblings.  
     Gerry married the love of his life 
Brenda in 1987 and they were blessed 
with three children –
 Louise, Alan and Lorna – all three of 
whom he was extremely proud.
     It was in Gerry’s final chapter, his 
illness, that we learned most about the 
man. The way he accepted the hand he 
was dealt with such dignity, said more 
about him than all that went before.
     Brenda and the family wish to extend 
their sincerest thanks to all members of An 
Garda Síochána, both serving and retired, 
who attended Gerry’s funeral, those 
members who provided the Guard of 
Honour, the Garda Escort, sent messages 
of sympathy and visited him during his 
illness. 
     The large attendance at his funeral was 
a fitting testament to a real gentleman 
who always did his utmost to treat others 
with kindness, consideration and respect. 
He is sadly missed.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

brothers and one sister, but especially by 
his brothers Rich and Jerry, with whom he 
lived.
     The family would like to thank all of 
his neighbours and friends and his former 
colleagues for their support and messages 

of sympathy, and especially the retired 
members of GSRMA Bandon Branch for 
their Guard of Honour at his removal.

May he Rest in Peace.
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Referred as a ‘gentleman’ by many, 
Johnny spent a lifetime of labour and love 
growing up on the family farm at Castle-
Roberts, living with his family in Cork and 
working in An Garda Síochána.
     Johnny was attested to An Garda 
Síochána at the Phoenix Park Depot on 
14 May 1959. He followed the foot-steps 
of his grandfather, Patrick O’Malley from 
Loughrea, Co. Galway who served in the 
Royal Irish Constabulary.
     After his passing-out parade, Recruit 
Garda John J. Morrissey was allocated 
to Watercourse Road Station, Cork in 
October 1959. He served at Blarney 
District HQ from February 1961 until he 
was appointed as official patrol-car driver 
for Cork City North District and was based 
at McCurtain Street District HQ. 
     In July 1973, he was transferred to 
the Bridewell Station in Cork to take up 
appointment as Warrant Officer,  working 
under the supervision of Sergeant Pat 
McInerney. In July 1987, he continued 
his warrant officer duties from the new 
Togher District HQ where he enjoyed 
working under Sergeant In-Charge Christy 
Brosnan. 
     With 33 years exemplary service 
completed, he retired from the Force on 
15 July 1992. Shortly afterwards he took 
up a new role as Warrant Officer for Cork 
City Sheriff, Mr Martin Harvey.
     At the Majestic Ballroom in Mallow in 
1963, he met Nurse Mary Carey, a native 
of Skibbereen. They were married on 14 
August 1965 and reared a family of five: 

Katherine, Michael, Rose, Louise and 
Josephine. 
     The pain and grief from the sudden 
death of their only son Michael in Japan 
in 1995 was a severe blow. Since then 
the Morrissey family have maintained 
fond and close links with their in-law 
Taeko, who travelled from Japan to attend 
Johnny’s funeral.
     Garda Johnny Morrissey was a qualified 
lifesaver and a regular swimmer with the 
Eglantine Swimming Club, Cork. He was 
associated with organising a Weekly Garda 
Swimming Hour at the old Eglantine Baths 
for Gardaí and their families. 
     He is fondly remembered by Garda 
colleagues for his bravery when 
attempting to rescue five members of 
the Cremin family from Tullylease, Co. 
Cork by diving into the cold waters of 
the River Lee on the night of 15 February 
1963. He received recognition for this 
at a Comhairle-Na-Míre Gaile Awards in 
September 1963.
     Johnny was a devoted husband, father 
and grandfather who loved carpentry, 
show casing his skills by building a boat, 
car-trailer, decorative garden shed and a 
summer house in West Cork where the 
family enjoyed summer holidays. 
     Mary, Katherine, Rose, Louise, 
Josephine and extended Morrissey families 
wish to thank serving and retired Gardai 
who attended John’s funeral and sent 
messages of sympathy.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilís.

JOHN J. (JOHNNY) 
MORRISSEY
Clashduv Estate,
Glasheen Road, Cork
Birthplace: Castle-Roberts,
Adare, Co. Limerick.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No. 13909B
Date of Death: 
10 April 2019

John was born on 20 February 1931 in 
Macroom, Co. Cork. He was the eldest 
son in a family of four and brother to 
Ann (RIP), Kate and Tim. In 1954 he left 
Macroom to join An Garda Síochána and 
did his training in the old Training Depot 
at the Phoenix Park. 
     After training John was posted to 
Arklow, Co. Wicklow. During his time in 
Arklow he enjoyed lining out for Arklow 
Geraldine’s GAA Club and after spending 
some time in Arklow he transferred to 
Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow, for a short period 
of time and then on to Finglas.
     His next transfer was to Swords where 
he resumed playing his beloved GAA 
with Fingallians GAA Club and more 
importantly it was in Swords that he met 

his wife-to-be, Betty, who was the love of 
his life.  
     They married in 1960 and were blessed 
to have almost 60 happy years together.  
On marriage transfer John returned to 
Arklow, where he remained for a further 
three years.  
     On promotion to Sergeant he moved 
a short distance away to Avoca, Co. 
Wicklow.  On retirement of the Sergeant 
in Arklow, John took up position of 
Sergeant-I/C in Arklow, where he 
remained for the rest of his service.
     John was blessed with a great singing 
voice and no better man to sing The Banks 
of My Own Lovely Lee.  He was a member 
of the Garda Male Voice Choir for many 
years.  He was also a member of the 

JOHN O’LEARY
‘Fingal’ Emoclew Road,
Arklow, Co. Wicklow
Birthplace: Macroom, 
Co. Cork
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg No: 10784M
Retired: February 1988
Date of Death: 
26 May 2019
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MICHAEL (MICK) GILHOOLY 
Newtown Road, Wexford
Birthplace: 
Cloone, Co. Leitrim
Rank: Inspector
Reg No: 10317K
Appointed: 9 April 1953
Retired: 21 October 1989
Date of Death: 
15 July 2019

Arklow Mixed Voice Choir and the Church 
Male Voice Choir.  He was a member of 
Arklow Golf Club and Arklow Fly Fishers 
Club and very proud of the fact that 
he held the record for the largest trout 
caught.  
     He was a founder member of the 
Arklow Lions Club and was involved in 
fundraising through the Club by running 
golf classics, et cetera. Both he and Betty 
loved Arklow and its people.
     John was a devoted family man to his 
wife Betty and their three children, Sean, 
Siobhan and the late Fiona.  On 1 October 
2000 the family suffered the sad loss of 
Fiona who passed away aged 33 after a 
short illness which caused much sadness 
to John and Betty.
     On 26 May 2019, following a brief 
time in St Vincent’s Hospital, Elm Park, 
John slipped out of his life in the same 
manner that he lived – quietly with no fuss 
and no complaints. 

     He is at rest with his beloved daughter, 
Fiona and his sister Ann.  He is survived 
by his wife Betty, his son Sean (Retired, 
22502K), his daughter-in-law Anita (nee 
Feely) (Retired, 00227E), his daughter 
Síobhán, son-in-law Daniel, his brother 
Tim (Retired, 14298M),  his sister Kate, 
Daughters of Charity, and his seven 
adored grandchildren.
     John’s wife Betty and family greatly 
appreciate all the serving and retired 
members of An Garda Síochána who came 
to pay their respects to the family home, 
to the funeral home and the church. 
     To all who formed his Guard of Honour 
at the removal, the church, along the 
route and the lowering of the National 
Flag at Arklow Garda Station as he passed 
to his final resting place, this was deeply 
appreciated. John would have have been 
very proud.  

At Dheis Dé go Raibh an Anam Dílis.

Mick Gilhooly was born on 22 October 
1932. When recruitment to An Garda 
Síochána opened in early 1951, Mick was 
interested, as his father had joined the 
RIC in 1907, serving until demobilisation. 
He called to his local Garda Station in 
Cloone, where Sgt McDermott provided 
the requisite application forms, which, 
when completed were followed by some 
questions ‘as Gaeilge’. 
     He attended for written and oral 
examinations on 20 June 1952 in 
Summerhill College, Sligo. Having been 
successful in the subsequent Interview and 
Medical Examination, Mick reported to the 
Phoenix Park in early 1953 and was sworn 
in on 9 April of that year.
     In compliance with Commissioner 
Costigan’s rule that Recruit Gardaí shall 
not be allocated to serve in their own 
Province’, 14 October 1953 saw recruit 
Garda Mick sent to Tuam, followed on 21 
June 1954 by transfer to Newcastle West. 
     On 21 July 1954 he was transferred to 
Pallasgreen, as a fully-trained Garda. One 
of his tasks in ‘Pallas’ was to measure, 
read and record the daily rainfall amounts 
and complete ‘The Agricultural Statistics 
Book’ for the local Pallas District Electoral 
Division.
     Following successful completion of the 
‘Special Clerical Examination’ Mick was 

transferred to Adelphi Quay, Waterford 
on 27 January 1956. During this time 
he worked with, and forged a lifelong 
friendship with Garda John V. Gurhy (RIP). 
     On 21 January 1958 Mick transferred 
to Gorey as District Clerk. He was met on 
arrival at Gorey Garda Station by Garda 
Matt Downey, and both remained friends 
for life. It was in Gorey that Mick met his 
beloved wife Joan (nee Byrne) and they 
were married in Gorey on 26 June 1961. 
     Mick was then transferred to Wexford 
town on 21 January 1962 to work as 
District Clerk. Promotion to Sergeant 
followed on 2 October 1965 and with 
that a temporary transfer to Coolgreaney. 
On 3 August 1966 Mick transferred 
to Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow. When the 
Divisional Clerk’s job became available in 
Wexford, Mick transferred to this post on 
8 August 1968.
     Mick was promoted to Inspector on 26 
July 1979 and was temporarily appointed 
to Castlerea Garda District. In August 
1979 a further temporary appointment 
followed to Westport, Co. Mayo, 
coinciding with the visit of Pope John Paul 
II to Knock of that year. 
     On 11 October 1979 he went to 
Kilkenny on permanent appointment, 
also covering temporary transfers to 
Thomastown, Dungarvan and Enniscorthy. 
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Michael was born and reared in 
Comaleague, Ventry, Co Kerry. He joined 
An Garda Síochána in September 1945 
with his first posting being Lough George 
just outside Galway City. 
     He was transferred to Eglington St, 
Galway in 1950 when extra officers 
were needed to police a big strike, and 
following the strike he was posted to 
Lettermore, a Gaelteacht village in Co. 
Galway. 
     While in Lettermore he was successful 
in passing the Garda Clerical Examination 
and in 1954 he was appointed District 
Clerk at Tipperary Town Garda Station. 
During his time in Tipperary Town he 
married Mary Cremen from Cork (who 
predeceased him in October 2007). 
     In 1956, he was appointed temporary 
District Court Clerk in Tralee where he 
served until 1960 when he was transferred 
to Douglas in Cork City. Michael was 
promoted Sergeant in 1962 and took up a 
new appointment as Sergeant I/C in Oola, 
Co Limerick. 
     In 1964 he returned to Cork City, first 
serving as Sgt I/C at the Bridewell and 
finally Elizabeth Fort, Barrack St, where 
he served until he retired in June 1979. 
Following retirement he was appointed 
a Munster representative for PMPA 
Insurance Company, a post he held until 

the company went into administration in 
1983. 
     From 1983 until the late 1990s he 
returned to his native place and worked 
the family farm at Ballinleague, Ventry. 
While in the Kingdom of Kerry he enjoyed 
market gardening and winning prizes 
at summer shows for his potatoes and 
vegetable products. 
     In 2013 Michael was guest of honour 
at a special ceremony overseen by Minister 
for State Brian Hayes, at the handing 
over of ‘Elizabeth Fort’ Barrack Street 
to the people of Cork City. He enjoyed 
an interview by Jennie O’Sullivan (RTE), 
chatting with retired colleagues, and well-
wishers reminiscing over many happy days 
spent by Gardaí at Elizabeth Fort. 
     Having lived a long and healthy life, 
Michael died peacefully at Padre Pio 
Nursing Home, Cork on Monday 19 June 
2019. He is sorely missed by his sons Pat, 
Joe, Seán, and grandchildren Lauren and 
Evan. 
     The Houlihan family wish to express 
heartfelt thanks to Dan Lane and retired 
Garda colleagues who attended the 
funeral services and arranged a Guard of 
Honour for the late Michael Houlihan.

May he Rest In Peace.

MICHAEL HOULIHAN
Shamrock Lawn,
Douglas, Cork.
Birthplace: Coumaleague, 
Ventry, Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg No: 09531A
Date of Death: 
17 June 2019

On 26 July 1983 he found himself again 
working in Gorey, transferring back home 
to Wexford Town on 31 January 1985. 
     Following 36 years of service, Mick 
retired from An Garda Síochána on 21 
October 1989. He and his wife Joan 
enjoyed retirement and had many 
happy years with their six children and 
grandchildren. Joan passed away after a 
short illness on 8 August 2015. 

     Mick’s health went into gradual 
decline. He passed away peacefully at his 
son John’s residence in Wexford on 15 
July 2019, following a long illness which 
was bravely borne. The family of the late 
Mick wish to thank all current and retired 
members of the Force for their help and 
support during this difficult time.

May he Rest In Peace.
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PATRICK DONNELLAN
Rathfarnham, Dublin
Birthplace: Mountbellew, 
Co Galway
Reg No: 11061B
Date of Retirement:1986
Date of Death: 
30 July 2019

Pat, the second eldest of 10 children was 
born in Mountbellew, Co. Galway to John 
and May (nee Coffey) Donnellan on 1 
August 1931. Prior to joining the Gardaí, 
Pat trained as a horticultural advisor and 
became an expert in all aspects of botany 
and horticulture. 
     On completion of training he was 
stationed in Limerick, then in Clifden 
and on moving to Dublin, spent a 
considerable portion of his career at 
Garda Headquarters Phoenix Park. 
     While in Dublin he met Eileen, a nurse 
and fellow Galwegian (Glenamaddy) 
and they got married in Kilkea Castle, 
Castledermot in 1970.  
     They made Rathfarnham their home 
where they reared a family of three girls 
and one boy. Pat was very proud of his 
family and a cherished grandad. 
     A keen sportsman with many sporting 
accolades throughout his career, Pat 
played football with Clifden GAA club 
and Summerhill GAA Club amongst 
others.

     Following retirement after a 32-
year career, he and Eileen spent a lot of 
time in the west of Ireland, maintaining 
close contact with family and friends 
both home and abroad. They especially 
enjoyed spending time with their 
grandchildren.
     Sadly, after a short illness, Eileen 
died in 2010 leaving a massive void. Pat 
suffered a stroke in 2017 after which 
time his mobility was severely impaired. 
Parke Nursing Home, Kilcock, Co. Kildare 
became his home from home providing a 
new chapter of life where he was hugely 
popular with residents and staff alike. His 
health deteriorated in early 2019 and he 
died on 30 July surrounded by his family.
     The Donnellan family wish to thank 
serving and retired members of An Garda 
Síochána who attended his funeral or 
sent messages of sympathy. He is survived 
by his children, grandchildren, sisters, 
brother and extended family.

May he Rest in Peace.

Patrick is greatly missed by his wife Eileen, 
children Pat, Des and Caroline, son-in-
law William, daughter-in-law Rita and his 
grandchildren.
     Born in Carlingford in 1936, son of 
Patrick and Nora Darcy, the family later 
settled in Kilmallock, Co. Limerick where 
his father served as a Garda.
     Patrick Jnr. joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1957 and was stationed, firstly at 
Rathfarmham and then at Clondalkin, 

Santry, Harcourt Terrace and finally 
Immigration at Dublin Airport. 
     He retired in September 1988 and 
settled in Kildare town. Patrick loved his 
time in the force and as many have said, 
he was a real gentleman. 
     Our family would like to thank An 
Garda Siochana for all their support 
throughout this difficult time.

May he Rest in Peace.

PATRICK DARCY
Curragh Finn
Rathbride Road, Kildare
Birthplace: Carlingford, 
Co. Louth
Reg No: 13032F
Rank: Detective Garda
Date of Retirement: 
30 September 1988
Date of Death: 
29 October 2019



SARAH ‘SALLY’ RYAN
‘Fernhill’ O’Brien’s Lane, 
Ballina,
Co. Tipperary
Date of Death: 
15 October 2019 

Born on 14 September 1924 at 
Gortlassobrien, Boher/Ballina, Co 
Tipperary, Sally Ryan (nee Kennedy) was 
the widow of Mathew ‘Matty’ Ryan, who 
retired in 1975 from An Garda Siochana 
as Superintendent in Blarney, Co Cork. 
They were childhood sweethearts, he 
being from ‘over the hill’ in the parish of 
Burgess. 
     Following their marriage in 1947 they 
set up home in Cork City where their three 
children were born. Kathleen (Kate) Ryan-
Garrison is now sharing her time between 
San Francisco and Ballina, Liam followed 
in his fathers footsteps, and served in the 
West Cork Division for over 37 years, while 
Colette Hanly lives who lives in Ballina and 
is presently Chairperson of the GSRMA 
Branch there, recently retired from her 
auctioneering business. 
     The family moved on transfer in 1961 
to Kilkenny and returned to Blarney in 
1969. Moving house several times did not 
help Sally settle and returning to Blarney 
was a God send, as she always had a 
‘spot’ in her heart for the Rebel County. 
They moved home 13 times and each one 
got the full refurbish treatment, always 
including a space for her pedigree dogs.
     Sally displayed a new ability following 
‘retirement’ when they set up business in 
Nenagh, buying a small pub on Connolly 
Street and developing it into a thriving 
business. The ‘Plunge Inn’ became well 
known with many members ‘on tour’ 

visiting. Sally kept the premises like her 
own home, spotless and cosy, and ran a 
good business in her ladylike manner. The 
word ‘lady’ was often used by people, 
attending her recent funeral, to describe 
her.
     Retirement (Part 2) from the licensed 
trade business saw them move ‘home’ to 
Ballina, Co. Tipperary; as it was important 
to stay east of the Shannon in the Premier 
County! They set up a B&B, with at last, a 
lawn and garden. Her pedigree dog family 
was extended and she continued to breed 
them. 
     Some happy years followed with the 
increasing number of grand children 
visiting, holidays abroad including San 
Francisco and the garden receiving 
excellent attention, rotating the seasonal 
flowers. 
     This enabled her to move on, following 
the passing of her beloved Matty in 1996. 
Sally drove regularly to visit her family and 
participated in GSRMA holidays. When 
told, at 85 years old, she could not drive 
she went automatic, passed her theory test 
and continued to drive into her 90th year. 
     Excellent home care allowed her to 
remain in her beautiful home before age 
caught up. She was very happy in Ashlawn 
House Nursing Home near Nenagh for the 
last 18 months of her long life, before she 
passed on in her 95th year. 

May she Rest in Peace.

On 9 January 1953 William (Billy) Byrne 
was born to Stephen and Mary Byrne, and 
grew up in Rathdowney, Co. Laois, where 
he did his Leaving Certificate in St Fergal’s 
Technical School. 
     He was a devoted brother to Annette, 
Shirley and Deirdre and a loving son to his 
parents, who were so proud of him and 
even more proud when he took over the 
role of father to his three sisters when his 
father passed away when he was only 13.
     Billy entered Templemore Garda 
College in 1972. On completion of recruit 
training Billy’s first posting was to Bantry, 
Co. Cork. Here he learned the ropes from 
the senior members of the Station Party. 
It was also in Bantry where Billy met and 
married his love Teresa, a Bantry native. 

     Billy’s next post was to Schull Garda 
Station where he served for a few months 
before being transferred to his post at 
Ballydehob Garda Station where he served 
for 33 years from 1978 until the day he 
retired in November 2011. This posting to 
Ballydehob was an exception to the rule 
because Garda Regulations at the time 
required you to be stationed at least 30 
miles from your in-laws and there is only a 
distance of 10 miles between Ballydehob 
and Bantry.
     However, his reputation as an extremely 
valuable asset persuaded the higher ranks 
to make this exception. Billy and Teresa 
took up residence in the Garda Station 
Married Quarters and raised their three 
children – Stephen, Hazel and William. 

WILLIAM J. BYRNE
Dromleigh Heights,
Bantry, Co. Cork
Birthplace: 
Rathdowney, Co. Laois
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 18351B
Date of Death: 
12 March 2019
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PEADAR CASEY
Navan Road,
Ashtown, Dublin 7
Birthplace: Rosslea, Co. 
Fermanagh
Reg No: 10908H
Rank: Sergeant
Date of Retirement: 1989
Date of Death: 
14 November 2019
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     Ballydehob was a village that 
Billy grew to love and loved nothing 
more than serving the people of the 
community there. His time in Ballydehob 
is legendary as he immersed himself in 
the community and in his job. 
     His usual beat included calling 
into the schools, visiting the business 
premises, visiting the elderly, having 
banter with the locals and passers 
through and ensuring that all was 
peaceful and secure in his district. He 
spent many an evening organising events 
and festivals and was heavily involved 
in the local youth clubs, Community 
Games, Scouts, School Management 
Boards and other sporting and 
community organisations. 
     Billy was a loyal colleague who always 
had your back no matter where you 
were stationed as Garda Boundaries 
meant little to Billy if a colleague needed 
assistance. If called upon Billy was there 
whether he was on or off duty. Billy was 
well known for his Garda Check Points 
and his presence on the Bridge at the 
Skibbereen/Bantry cross in Ballydehob.
     The bridge gave him the ideal 
location to police and monitor the goings 
on in his district. Indeed the criminal 
element knew this and rarely darkened 
his door. Billy had the trust and respect 
of the entire community in Ballydehob. 

     He was one of the last of the Old 
Time Guards and had a great relationship 
with the community. He was a peoples 
guard and a great believer in second 
chances. Many reaped the benefit of this 
philosophy with a quiet word given to 
some and a stern caution to others.
     Billy loved his family life and adored 
his four grandchildren. In retirement he 
loved getting involved in school runs, 
trips to the playground, movie time, 
walks, swimming and days out with 
them. 
     Billy was diagnosed with cancer in 
May 2018 and bravely fought it until the 
day he passed away on 12 March 2019. 
The mark of respect that was given to 
Billy and his family in Ballydehob and 
Bantry is a true reflection to the man he 
was in the community. 
     Billy’s family would like to thank the 
members of the Garda Force, retired and 
still in active service, for all the support 
which they have received. They also wish 
to thank all the Nurses and Doctors in 
Bantry hospital, all the wonderful nurses 
provided by Hospice Services and the 
West Cork Palliative Care team and 
also Cancer Connect for their amazing 
service.

May he Rest in Peace.

Peadar Casey, aged 86, was involved 
with rowing virtually all his adult life, 
often in very senior roles. He also played 
a big part in Olympic sport in Ireland.
     A member of An Garda Síochána 
from 1953 to 1989, Peadar became 
honorary treasurer of Garda Síochána 
Boat Club in the late 1950s. The 
Honorary Treasurer role was one he 
would take on for a succession of 
bodies for most of the rest of his long 
life. He served in that capacity for 
Dublin Metropolitan Regatta, the Dublin 
Municipal Rowing Centre and then the 
Irish Amateur Rowing Union (which 
would become Rowing Ireland).
     He was elected to the Olympic 
Council of Ireland and became Honorary 
Treasurer in 1996, a position he retained 
until retirement in 2014. 

     Peadar Casey was team manager for 
rowing at the 1976 Olympics Games 
in Montreal and the 1980 Moscow 
Olympics. He was chosen as Deputy Chef 
de Mission to the Irish Olympic team in 
Atlanta 1996 and then Chef de Mission 
for the Olympic Games in Sydney in 
2000. 
     His lifetime of dedication to sports 
administration had all kicked off when 
he took up rowing in the formative years 
of Garda Síochána Boat club when he 
had become champion of Ireland on 
multiple occasions. 
     He will be much missed by his family, 
friends and all those who knew him in 
the world of rowing and the Olympic 
Games.

May he Rest in Peace.



 

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• MARCH 1972 GARDA RECRUIT CLASS
On 8 March 1972, 50 recruit Gardaí were attested to An Garda Síochána at the Garda Training Centre, Templemore.  They were 
divided into Classes A and B. Photograph of Class A was taken with their class instructors prior to the Passing-Out Parade on 13 July 
1972. The native place of each recruit is typed within brackets. (Photo courtesy of Mrs Anne McGrath, Cork City Branch; Names 
courtesy of John Mullins, Cork West Branch)
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Front Row (l-r): Larry O’Connor (Enniscorthy), Mick O’Connor (Knocknagoshel), Paul Fox (Dublin), Sgt John Long (Drill Instructor), 
Sgt Eamonn Kingston (Police Duty Instructor), Denis Dolan (Moynalty), Martin McGuire (Leitrim) and Ted Murphy (Terelton). 
Middle Row (l-r): John Mullins (Drimoleague), Kevin McEvoy (Laois), Eddie Dwyer (Laoin), Joe Murphy (Kilkenny), Pat Byrne 
(Portumna), Tim Doody (Knocknagoshel), Dan Brislane (Toomevara), Mick McGrath (Bansha) and Declan Farrell (Dublin).
Back Row (l-r): Bill Garvey (Nobber), Tom Lenihan (Dunmanway), Denis O’Neill (Glandore), Pat Scully (Mallow), Andy McDonagh 
(Galway), Declan O’Rourke (Rathangan), Mick Hughes (Dublin), Brendan Martin (Dublin) and Noel Canning (Leitrim).

• REMEMBERING SERGEANT TONY O’NEILL
Garda Sgt Tony O’Neill, who sadly passed away in September 
2016, had served in Dublin, West Cork and Cork City for 
38 years. This professional photo was taken by an American 
photographer in the 1980s. (Photo courtesy of Tony O’Neill’s 
daughter Muireann A. O’Neill)

• PRACTICE RUN FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
Members of the DMR Traffic Department’s Motor Cycle Display 
Team pictured practicing in Dublin Castle for the St Patrick’s Day 
Parade (circa. 1990) for which they won best float under the 
incredibly talented Supt Raymond Campion. (Photo courtesy of 
Noel Snowe, Dublin West Branch)
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• GARDA TALENT COMPETITION WINNERS (1980) 
Members of the Technical Bureau Division (The Tars) who won the Garda Talent Competition in 1980 – pictured (l-r): Willie Hogan, 
Pat Davey, John Roche, Ollie Hearns, Mick Lang, Errol Meagher, Paddy Ryan, Sean Hurley and John O’Neill. (Photo courtesy of John 
O’Neill, Dublin South Branch)

• DISTRICT FOOTBALL LEAGUE (SUMMER 
1976)

Members from ‘Unit D’ at Portlaoise Garda Station who 
took part in the Inter Units/District Football League in 
the summer of 1976:
Back Row (l-r): Matt McGrath, Willie Meagher, Martin 
Carty, Tim Ferguson, Bernie Redmond and Michael 
Keane.
Front Row (l-r): John (Muirseinn) Durkin, Seamus 
(Smiler) Fitzgerald, John Sheehan, Peter Haran, Eddie 
Condon, Denis Ahearne and Joe (Leap) Daly. (Photo 
courtesy of Larry O’Hara, Fermoy Branch)

• DISTRICT FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE (SUMMER 
1977)

Members from ‘Unit A’ at 
Portlaoise Garda Station who 
took part in the Inter Units/
District Football League in the 
summer of 1977:
Back Row (l-r): John Larkin, 
Mick Lyons, Seamus (Skins) 
Fitzgerald, Seamus Holden, Jim 
Ryan and Kevin Woulfe, 
Front Row (l-r): Mick O’Hea, 
Peter Doolin, Eddie Hayes, Frank 
Ward, John Egan and Tony 
Horgan. (Photo courtesy of Larry 
O’Hara, Fermoy Branch) 



 

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• KILKENNY STATION PARTY (CIRCA. 1961/62)
Pictured in this Kilkenny Station Party photograph (circa. 1961/62), Matt Ryan is sixth from the left in the front row and Garda Brian 
Calnan is eight from the left in the second row. (Photo Courtesy of Liam Ryan, Cork West Branch). 
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Gardaí from Kenmare Station who played on the Kenmare Shamrocks Football Team – winners of the Town Cup in 1968 – the late 
P.J. McIntyre (captain) and Noel Power, both were great GAA men. (Photo courtesy of John Thornhill, South Kerry Branch)



POETRY CORNER

The Civic Guard
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

Poised and looking straight ahead
In August 22,
Were Staines and Mc Carthy,
Who led their men
With poise and dread.

They marched to the Castle
Through streets not anew,
The start of a new beginning
Taking over from comrades,
A Kingdom askew.

The legacy of the Rising
With two sides still emerging,
No give or take
From warring factions
There would be no retractions.

In the middle will be these
Brave men
A purpose to their march,
They will stand together
This band of brothers
No shirking from the start.

They will keep the peace
No matter what the difficulties that arise
No fear, no favour will be our motto
No malice or ill will be
Our cries.

Through years of death
And young nation is born
But these brave men
Have a duty reborn,
In solemn memory we
Must remember,
Those men of 22.

(Dedicated to the first Civic Guards who marched into 
Dublin Castle in August 1922)

Bridges
By George Oliver, Dublin South Branch

A SILENT BRIDGE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE,
A PATIENT FISHERMAN WITH TIME TO BIDE
HANGS HIS LINE BETWEEN HIS FEET
TO PRISTINE WATERS TRICKLING BENEATH
HE DREAMS OF ALL THE FISH HE’LL NET,
WHILST SEATED ON THE PARAPET.

THEN TO THE CITY A DIFFERENT SCENE,
NOT SO QUIET NOT SO SERENE,
INDIVIDUALITY IS LOST
AMID THE GRIME, THE NOISE, EXHAUST.
THE BRIDGE, A BUSTLING RUMBLING MONSTER,
WITH TRAMS AND BUSES TO TEST IT’S STRUCTURE,
MURKY WATERS BELOW IT GLIDE,
NO FISHERMAN HERE WITH TIME TO BIDE
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SPRING CROSSWORD 
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD

Please send completed 
entries to ‘Spring 2020 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 15 May 2020. 

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No. Branch:
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SUDOKU

Congratulations to 
Thomas Doolan

Ballinacarrig, Carlow.
Winner of the Winter 2019 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Winter 2019

CROSSWORD
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Across. 
1 & 9. Australian city and Co Limerick town contribute 
towards this Dublin institution. (8,8) 
5 Chinese counting frame. (6) 
10 Find exact genetic copies in Co Monaghan town. (6) 
12 There’s a céad míle fáilte for everyone here. (4,5) 
13 The crème de la crème. (5) 
14 A mind and body exercise that takes place between parts 
of Mayo and Galway? (4) 
16 Fauna and the group who sang “The House of The Rising 
Sun.” (7) 19 Vehicle pulled by a horse. There are many in 
Killarney. (7) 
21 Israel’s national airline. (2,2) 
24 I enter an Asian country to get to an Irish Midlands county! 
(5) 
25 Where children go for their bon-bons, toffees and 
gobstoppers. (5-4)
27 Find Barry’s in here? (3-3) 
28 One who does not believe in fighting or wars, despite 
ending with boxer’s weapon. (8) 
29 Put on something very fashionable for a special occasion. 
(6) 
30 A practice that breaks the First Commandment. (8) 

Down 
1 See the young lad in the end in Co Meath town. (6) 
2 Major spring festival. (6) 
3 American sect that refuses to use modern farm machinery 
and cars. (5) 
4 Bram Stoker’s nasty ‘hero’. (7) 
6 She may be a famous dancer but she is in ER in north Co 
Mayo town. (9) 
7 One who eats their own kind. (8) 
8 The atmosphere in a cliff-hanger will keep you on the edge 
of your seat! (8)
11 The second letter of the Greek alphabet. (4) 
15 Times and incidents that may be of special significance. 
(9) 
17 All alone and cut off from contact with others. (8)
18 Someone who proposes, supports or fights for a particular 
cause. (8) 
20 Do something in a hurry in north Co. Dublin seaside town. 
(4) 
21 Precious green stone. (7) 
22 His statue looks down on Rio de Janeiro. (6) 
23 Lack of enthusiasm for doing a job, or showing interest in 
anything else either. (6) 
26 Criminal court undertaking. (5)



60TH REUNION OF CLASS OF DECEMBER 1959

This photo of the 1959 Class Reunion is courtesy of Peter 
Shaughnessy.

IN THE FRAME
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A milestone was reached when the Class of August 1969 
assembled for their 50th class reunion at the Westgrove 
Hotel in Co. Kildare, for two nights last September.
     Jim Marks, Tom Kennedy and Liam Ryan planned this 
reunion, with the encouragement of some other class 
mates. Sadly four members of our class have passed 
on and for some the dates did not suit, but those who 
attended said it was a gathering to remember and 
cherish.
     Our stay was arranged through Select Hotels and 
the Westgrove Hotel provided top class attention and 
facilities, including tours of the Japanese Gardens, the 
National Stud and Kildare Village.
     However, the highlight was the Gala Dinner and, of 
course, the banter that followed. The talent was still there 
and many songs were sung, with conversations prevailing 
long into the night. 
     Following reunions in 2014 and 2019, everyone 

agreed to meet again in five years, subject to sanction 
from the man above! If you wish to join the new ‘What’s 
App’ group contact Jim Marks, Tom Kennedy or Liam 
Ryan.

CLASS OF AUGUST 1969 REUNION

Nembers from Cork West Branch pictured at 
a recent social gathering: 

Back Row (l-r): Patrick Gleeson, Jim Marks, 
Peter McGarry, Michael Heerey, Pat Flynn, Jim 
Cremin, Seamus Murphy, Liam Ryan and John 
Costelloe.
Middle Row (l-r): Mary Kerrisk, Madge Marks, 
Breda McGarry, Mary Cremin, Mary Foley, Mamie 
Murphy, Mary Kennedy and Catherine Ryan.
Front Row (l-r): Pat Shanahan, Neil Kelly, 
Michael Byrne, Jack Foley, Derry Kerrisk, Frank 
Harrington and Tom Moynihan.

The 60th Class Reunion Lunch of the Class of 
December 1959 was held in the Aisling Hotel 
on Monday 9 December 2019. A Special 
Mass for deceased members was held prior 
to the lunch, celebrated by the ever popular 
Garda Chaplain Fr Joe Kennedy from Mount 
Argus. 
     It was great to meet so many faces from 
that class who were all looking so well! The 
turnout of widows of class members was 
greatly appreciated, and we also remembered 
those classmates who were unable to attend 
due to illness. And special thanks to John 
Thornhill for organising the event.
     Not alone did John celebrate that occasion 
with his colleagues, he was also celebrating 
50 years of married bliss with his good wife 
Agnes, along with their family.

CORK WEST BRANCH GET-TOGETHER



NEW MEMBERS
FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH

Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death Status
Hannah Knott Newcastle, Dublin Dublin West 13/10/2019 Widow and member

Angela Leonard Rathfarnham, Dublin Dublin South 22/10/2019 Widow and member

Catherine Teresa Westman Dunmore East, Waterford Waterford 24/12/2019 Widow and member

Phyllis Healy Kenmare, Co. Kerry South Kerry 28/12/2019 Widow and member

Maureen O’Boyle Tonaphubble,Sligo Sligo/Leitrim 29/12/2019 Widow and member

Mary Byrne (nee O’Mahony) Ballinlough, Co. Cork Cork 16/10/2019 Widow and member

Margaret Hegarty Raheny, Dublin Dublin North 11/01/2020 Widow and member

Elizabeth Sullivan (nee Clinton) Ballyvourney, Cork South Kerry 22/01/2020 Widow and member

DECEASED WIDOWS
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Fintan  Fanning  BRAY
Bernadette Connell  DUBLIN SOUTH
Deirdre  Mulhern  SLIGO/LEITRIM
Thomas Gerard Corcoran  WATERFORD
Frank  James  CORK
Martin  Conroy  CAVAN
Gerry  Beirne  NAAS
Kevin   Byrne  DUBLIN NORTH
James  Mulcare  CORK
Joe  O’Sullivan CORK
James  Ahern  CORK
John J  O’Keeffe  CORK
Gerry  Corbett  CORK
David  O’Dwyer  THURLES
John   Sheridan  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Gerard  Hogan  GALWAY
Stephen  McGrath  CLARE
Mary  Curtis  DUBLIN SOUTH
Ann  Slevin  DUBLIN SOUTH
Mary   Power  WATERFORD
Pat   Loftus  BRAY
Seamus  Kane  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Daniel C  Murphy  MALLOW
Adrian  O’Keeffe  CORK
Derek  Cloughley NAAS
Gerard  Doyle  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Gerard  Shannon  SLIGO/LEITRIM
Shane  Bridgett  MEATH
Eunan  Malone  KILDARE NORTH
Nigel  O’Neill  MEATH
Coleman  Hogan  WATERFORD
Bernadette McCawl  WICKLOW
Eamon  O’Sullivan TRALEE
Kathleen  McDermott MALLOW
Pauline  O’Boyle  DUBLIN SOUTH
James  Doddy  DUBLIN WEST
William  Mulhall  OFFALY
Thomas   Fitzpatrick DUBLIN NORTH
Denis  Moynihan  CORK
Thomas J  O’Brien  CORK

Rory  Durrad  DUBLIN SOUTH
Bernard  Smyth  CAVAN
Jeremiah Mark Redmond  DUBLIN SOUTH
Michael  Noctor  KILDARE NORTH
Donal   Ashe  TRALEE
James  Murphy  CASTLEBAR
Pat   Giles  GALWAY
Kevin   Quinn  OFFALY
Marie  Crowley  DUBLIN WEST
Oliver   Giblin  NENAGH
John P  Quirke  BRAY
Geraldine  McCarthy  CORK
Margaret  McGuire  CLARE
Thomas  Mannion  CORK
John   Buckley  WATERFORD
Thomas  Molloy  DUNDALK
Peter  Haughney CORK
Mary  Sleator  DUNGARVAN
Vincent B  Walshe  CLARE
Margaret  Semple  NAAS
Patrick   Lehane  CORK
Seamus   Lyons  DONEGAL NORTH
Frank   Macken  GALWAY
Kevin   Murphy  KILDARE NORTH
Eileen  McElhinney CORK
Michael Ray McAndrew DUNGARVAN
Sheila  White  CORK
Joe  Devine  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Jim  Foley  BRAY
Kay  Walsh  CLONMEL
Thomas   Harte  LAOISE
Peter  Cullen  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Desmond  Behan  WEXFORD
Margaret  Kelleher  CORK
Sally  Duffy  MONAGHAN
Helen  Martin  MONAGHAN
Donna  Joyce  DONEGAL SOUTH
Maura  O’Sullivan WATERFORD
Peter  Massey  DUBLIN SOUTH

FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH



Bulletin Board

GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg Number   Name  Surname   Rank  Station 
22132E   John  Egan   Garda  Lanesboro
22568A   Joseph  Heaney   Garda  Henry Street
23345E   Thomas  Ryan   Sergeant  Anglesea Street
25407L   Bernard  Kennedy   Garda  Killaloe
23737L   Joseph  Robinson   Garda  Waterford
21980M   Michael  Moone   Garda  SDU
22818D   Damien  Gaffney   Sergeant  Bundoran
24110E   Patrick  Egan   Garda  Castlebar
24125C   Robert  Thornton   Garda  Blanchardstown
22108B   Gerard  Walsh   Garda  SDU
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Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Patrick Darcy Naas 13230F 29/10/2019

Thomas (Tom) Kelly Dublin West 09949L 01/11/2019

Maurice Caulfield Cork City 13161L 04/11/2019

James Moynihan South Kerry 13922L 05/11/2019

Edmond (Eddie) Crowley Dublin West 15291C 09/11/2019

Pat McGuire Clare 16248E 14/11/2019

Peter Casey Dublin West 10908H 14/11/2019

Michael Devaney Castlebar 13656E 25/11/2019

Joe Curran Dublin West 13080L 26/11/2019

Patrick Walsh Naas 16449F 30/11/2019

Bernard Walsh Clonmel 15398B 30/11/2019

John Sleator Dungarvan 14507F 01/12/2019

Pat Deacy Dun Laoghaire 13948C 07/12/2019

Michael McGrath Cork City 18271M 11/12/2019

Michael Flynn Dun Laoghaire 22120A 12/12/2019

John (Sean) Connaughton Donegal South 10221M 15/12/2019

Bernard D Ryan Athlone 15315L 16/12/2019

Tom Prendergast Donegal South 17795D 24/12/2019

Michael Coreduff Dublin West 19332A 25/12/2019

Noel Breen Cork City 13223C 27/12/2019

Gerard Brennan Cork City 14231L 29/12/2019

John McKeever Dublin North 13332K 29/12/2019

Tom Kenny Tralee 13397C 29/12/2019

Anthony O’Flaherty Galway 09814M 31/01/1900

Joseph Conway Galway 10672M 31/12/2019

Phil Bergin Clonmel 10597L 04/01/2020

Patrick McQuinn Kilkenny 14274C 05/01/2020

Michael O’Connor Dublin North 10682H 08/01/2020

Matthew Meer Ballina 18171D 10/01/2020

Frank Coll Cavan 14593K 21/01/2020

Tom Keane Limerick City 20101D 21/01/2020

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
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DECEASED RELATIVES
NAME   SURNAME    ADDRESS     RELATIONSHIP     BRANCH    DATE OF DEATH

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Richard (Dickie) Burke Clare 22138D 24/01/2020

John O’Connor Waterford 17173E 01/02/2020

Patrick Murray Dublin West 10416G 06/02/2020

Peter J Monnelly Laoise 11092B 16/02/2020

Peter Murphy Cork 20124B 18/02/2020

Dan Ahern Cork 18690B 21/02/2020
 

Noel  Blake  Glanworth, Co. Cork  Brother of Michael Blake  Dungarvan  14/09/2019
Mary Lydon  Moycullen, Co. Galway Sister of Patrick Lydon   Dun Laoghaire 17/09/2019
Miko Connolly  Connecticut, USA.  Brother of Brendan Connolly  Cork City  02/11/2019
Jim Daly  Six-Mile-Bridge, Clare  Brother of Noel Daly   Cork City  03/11/2019
Niall Duggan  Tramore, Co. Waterford Son of Mary O’Driscoll   Waterford  04/11/2019
Micahel Noonan  Ballyporeen, Tipperary  Father of Robert Noonan  Nenagh  09/11/2019
Dermot Manley  Rathfarnham, Dublin    Son of John Manley   Dublin South 13/11/2019
Margaret  Culleton  Ballycullane, Wexford  Mother of Pat Culleton   Wexford  18/11/2019
Pat  Griffin  Ardfelt, Kerry  Brother of Brendan (Con) Griffin  Cork City  23/11/2019
Fr Matt Ryan  Nenagh Tipperary/Fortaleza, Brazil Brother of Jim Ryan   Kilkenny  25/11/2019
      Brother of Tom Ryan   Nenagh  25/11/2019
      Brother of Pierce Ryan   Carlow  25/11/2019
Mary  Kelly  Strageliff, Cavan  Wife of Eddie Kelly   Cavan   28/11/2019
Sheila  O’Donnell  Ennis, Clare   Wife of Jim O’Donnell   Clare  28/11/2019
Martin  Langan  Ballinrobe, Mayo  Brother of James Langan  Clare  28/11/2019
Mary O’Connell  Cappamore, Limerick  Mother of Michael O’Connell  Loaise  29/11/2019
Stephen  Kenny  Renmore, Galway  Brother of Pat Kenny   Wexford  02/12/2019
Terence  Mulligan  Limerick City , Co Limerick Brother of John G Mulligan  Dublin North  04/12/2019
Catherine Flynn (Tobin) Annetowns, Co. Waterford Sister of David Tobin   Cork City  10/12/2019
Thomas F Martin  Shandon Street, Co. Cork Father of David Martin   Longford  12/12/2019
Joan  Mc Carthy (nee Kelly) Coolea, Co. Cork  Wife of William A Mc Carthy  South Kerry  14/12/2019
Sally O’Rourke (nee O’Meara) Thurles, Tipperary  Wife of Patrick J O’Rourke  Thurles  16/12/2019
Daniel  O’Sullivan  Adrigole, Cork  Brother of John L O’Sullivan  Cork City  18/12/2019
Paddy  Donohoe  Fairtown, Cavan Town  Father in Law of Dessie McEntee  Monaghan  23/12/2019
Hanna (Joan) Finucane Glasnevin, Dublin  Wife of Thomas Finucane  Dublin North 30/12/2019
Philip  Bergin  Clonmel, Co Tipperary  Brother of Vincent Bergin  Dungarvan  04/01/2020
Nuala  Hogan (nee Molony) Feakle, Co. Clare  Mother of Patrick Hogan   Limerick   05/01/2020
James McGrath  Ballymitty, Co. Wexford Father of Patrick McGrath  Dun Laoghaire 08/01/2020
Breda Daly  Newcastle West, Co. Limerick Wife of George Daly   Limerick County 11/01/2020
Pat Conway  Inagh, Co. Clare  Brother of Tom Conway  Bray  12/01/2020
      Brother of John Conway  Fermoy  12/01/2020
Margaret Goggin  Little Island, Cork  Mother of Oliver Goggin  Cork West  15/01/2020
Paddy (Patrick) Rankin Stradbally, Laois  Brother of George Rankin  Wexford  15/01/2020
Tom  Lonergan  Dromline, Tipperary  Brother of Christy Lonergan  Dublin North 21/01/2020
Riobard O’Dwyer  Beara, Co. Cork  Father of Rory O’Dwyer  Cork City  22/01/2020
Mary Dillane  Tralee, Co. Kerry  Mother of Ger Dillane   Cork City  25/01/2020
Joseph F Fortune  Templeogue, Dublin  Father of Michael Fortune  Dublin South 28/01/2020
Tom  Walsh  Cookstown, Co Tyrone  Brother of Jim Walsh   Dublin North 31/01/2020
Margaret (Peg) Dolman Strokestown, Co. Roscommon Sister of Tom Egan   Athlone  01/02/2020
Monsignor Patrick J McManus Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan  Brother of the late Joe McManus  Ballina   02/02/2020
      Uncle of Tom McManus  Ballina  02/02/2020



Bulletin Board

Breeda Slevin (nee Guest) Nenagh, Tipperary  Sister of John Guest   Nenagh  03/02/2020
      Sister of the late Bill Guest  Nenagh  03/02/2020
      Sister in Law of Kay Guest   Nenagh  03/02/2020
      Sister in Law of Michael Tierney  Cork City  03/02/2020
Pauline Saunderson Ennis, Co. Clare   Wife of Billy Saunderson  Clare  05/02/2020
Kevin  McArdle  Drogheda, Louth  Brother of Jim McArdle   Dublin South 05/02/2020
Ann McDonald (nee McGraynor) Seaview Height, Rathnew Sister of Liam McGraynor  Bray  08/02/2020
Rosaleen  Farrelly   Ardee, Co Louth  Mother of John Farrelly  Dublin North 11/02/2020
Frank Gaffney  Keadue, Co. Roscommon Brother of Joe Gaffney   Athlone  11/02/2020
Mary Sugrue  Bandon, Co. Cork  Mother of John Sugrue   Mallow  14/02/2020
      Grandmother of Thomas Sugrue  Cork West  14/02/2020
Grace  Brennan  Ballymahon Rd, Mullingar Wife of John Brennan   Mullingar  17/02/2020
Marie  Duffy (nee Feeney) Killeigh, Co. Offaly  Sister of Paschal Feeney  Bray  17/02/2020

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed 

of developments across the 45 branches. If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see 

included in the future, contact the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 

Our Carpets are available in a wide range of colours to suit Exhibitions and Events of 
any size. Our very artistic and experienced Fitters can combine colours and / or shapes 

to suit a particular Event.

We also specialise in Weddings, Award Presentations, Conferences, Concerts, Private 
Parties and Launches. We also supply carpet and cleaning to Government Agencies 

such as The Garda Depot and our most prestigious house Aras an Uachtarain.

We can be contacted by 
phone at 01 626 4568

email: southside29@gmail.com
or at www.southsideexhibitionsandeventcarpets.com

SOUTHSIDE CONTRACT AND 
CARPET CLEANERS LTD
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suppOrt GraphICs
The Cloud Device

The LL Brand uses a graphic cloud device to build a unique and  

recognisable style across all applications. The device can be used to 

house an image, heading or to isolate the logo. For examples of the 

cloud device in use, see The Brand in Action Section page 10.

The Rainbow

The rainbow support graphic should only be used when there is  

a large graphic area and it doesn’t interfere with or distract from  

the brand identity.

File identifier:

sky_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

File identifier:

rainbow_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

sky_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

rainbow_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

Choose LauraLynn as your charity partner: 
Make a difference

Build your brand by partnering with a unique charity
Enhanced staff morale

Tailored support from our corporate team
Engage in exciting fundraising teambuilding events

Help us make the most of short and precious lives
LauraLynn is Ireland’s ONLY children’s hospice. 

We provide palliative care and support to children  
with life-limiting conditions and their families.

T:  01 289 3151 E: info@lauralynn.ie W: www.lauralynn.ie Sponsored by Absainte

Best Wishes to 
the GSRMA 

from LENNOX 
Laboratory 

Supplies

Donnellan’s
Centra

Loughville, Lahinch Road,  
Ennis, Co Clare,

Mon-Sat 6:00-23:00
Sun 7:00-23:00
065 6824311

Donnellan’s 
Centra

Ireland’s Best Store 
(2500 – 4000 sq. ft.) 

A Centra store in Loughville, Ennis has taken home 
Gold at the recent ShelfLife C-Store Award ceremony 
in Dublin. Donnellan’s Centra, Loughville, Ennis clinched 
the title of Best Store in the National Award within the 
2,500-4,000 sq ft category. 

The ShelfLife C-Store Awards, now in its 15th year, 
were set up by leading retail industry magazine 
to acknowledge stores and individuals that set the 
standards for the industry. 

In winning these titles, Donnellan’s Centra fought off 
stiff competition from convenience stores throughout 
Ireland. The award was adjudicated by independent 
judges on numerous conditions, including product 
offering, store hygiene and customer service. 

The Loughville store is a family run business with 
Gerry and Joan Donnellan owning and managing the 

Centra store with their daughters Edwina and Noelle. 
The store employs 28 people from the local community 
and has been trading in Loughville for 27 years. In 2012, 
the store grew in size to 3000 sq ft and last year they 
undertook an extensive revamp to the forecourt which 
included the addition of an off-license. 

Gerry Donnellan paid tribute to the team, stating: 
“We work hard as a team to provide our customers 
with a great range of products at good value prices in 
addition to a friendly atmosphere and top class customer 
service. It is the professional and dedicated approach 
that singled out our store and having such good people 
on our team is the key to our success.”

Centra is Irelands leading convenience retailer with 
over 460 stores located in the heart of communities 
across the country.

GOLD FOR DONNELLANS CENTRA 

Donnellan’s Centra 
on the 

Lahinch Road, Ennis, 
was named winner of 

Ireland’s Best Store 
(2500 – 4000 sq. ft.) 

The ShelfLife National C-Store Awards, now 
in its 16th year, was set up to acknowledge 
stores and individuals that set the standards 

for the industry.

n Liam Smith, sales director Ireland at SCATork presents the C-Store 
Hygiene Award for Exceptional Standards to Joan and Edwina Donnellan of 
Donnellan’s Centra, Loughville, Ennis.

n The staff members of Donnellan’s Centra, Loughville, Ennis.

Thank you to our 
customers for 
your support 
from all at 
Donnellan’s 

Centra
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JULY 1960 CLASS REUNION
It is now almost 60 years since the 50 men of the Class of July 1960 were attested as members of An Garda 
Síochána on 13 July 1960. Many members last met 10 years ago for their 50th anniversary, when general 
consensus then was to celebrate the next landmark 60th anniversary. 
    The milestone has now been reached, so for those interested in joining the get-together please phone Jerry 
McManus on 086-2230527, email gerrymac04@yahoo.ie or phone Eamon Carey on 086-8297479.

GOLF COMPETITION IN MULLINGAR
This golf competition for retired members will take 
place on Tuesday 26 May at Mullingar Golf Club. The 
cost is €100 for a team of four (with two to count 
at each hole). Timesheet: 9.30am to 2.30pm. The 
event will be sponsored by St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union. For further details phone Barry Walshe on 
086-3897271.

MARCH 1970 CLASS REUNION
The Class of March 1970 plans to celebrate its Golden Jubilee (for registered numbers 17650 to 17673) by hosting a 
lunch at a convenient venue (to be discussed and arranged). The organisers plan to hold it in April, and they hope that as 
many people as possible will attend with their spouses/partners. 
     Please contact either Gerry Lovett at 087-8133743 or email: gerardlovett@eircom.net, John Kelly on 087-1457125, 
email jkellylenzie6@gmail.com to indicate your interest no later than 31 March.

JANUARY 1970 CLASS REUNION 
Having reached the 50th anniversary since recruits 
entered the Garda Training Centre in Templemore on 
7 January 1970, the aim now is to organise a once-off 
reunion with a date and venue to be decided.      
     It would be a pleasure to celebrate the special 
occasion. So, if you’re interested phone Michael 
Considine on 087-7665887; email: mickjconsidine@
hotmail.com or John Keane on 086-8221780, email: 
bunlough@eircom.net

Back Row (l-r): Bernard Sheeran, Patrick Fitzgerald, John O’Hara, Bryan McGennis, Tony Butler, Peter Dolan, Seamus 
McKiernan, John J. O’Connor, Michael Pettit and Christy Sharry.
Middle Row (l-r): Patrick Boyle, Patrick J. Moolick, Michael Whelan, Patrick Dillane, Oliver Stapleton, Michael Reynolds, 
Seamus Treacy, John Kelly and Hugh Collins.
Front Row (l-r): Frank Farrell, Richard Forbes, Sgt Brendan Quinn, Sgt John Hynes, Sergt. Evans Byrne, Sgt Liam Wall, 
Sgt Michael McMahon, Charles O’Reilly and Gerard Lovett.
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Book your Spring Break

Tel: 095 31006 - www.ballynahinchcastle.com

From €245 per person sharing 

Inclusive of two nights bed & breakfast 
and dinner on one evening

THOMPSON TRANSPORT LTD
Putting our customers first

OUR SERVICES:
• Tipper Services

• Curtainsider Services
• Bulk Haulage Services
• Machinery Transport

• Pallet Delivery
• Parcel Delivery

• 24/7 365 Days a Year
• All work carried out to the Highest  

Standard by an Experienced  
Team of Drivers

Meelick, Rosenallis, Portlaois,
Co. Laois

Tel: 057 8628556  Mobile: 087 6128645
www.thompsontransport.eu

www.elmgreen.ie

Elm Green Nursing Home offers nursing home care. It is located in Castleknock, Dublin, just minutes from 
the Phoenix Park. Being one of Dublin’s greenest suburbs, our home enjoys lovely leafy surroundings and 
has views across the long established Elm Green golf course to the city.

Each member of our caring and professional team is committed to taking the time to listen and to learn 
from our Residents, thereby supporting us to cater in all ways possible to individual needs and lifestyles. 
Whether it is convalescent or longer term care that is required, we aim to tailor our care plans to support all 
Residents to live as full and active a life as is possible.

Elm Green Nursing Home,
Elm Green, Castleknock, Dublin 15

Tel: 01 8113900  |  Email: reception@elmgreen.ie 



RIC / DMP CONTROVERSY
Letter published in ‘The Southern Star’ on 18 January 
refers to the recent RIC/DMP controversy, was submitted by 
Fachtna O’Donovan, Cork West Branch. 

Notice Board

GUESS WHO’S WHO AND WHERE! 
Any information on those photographed or the location of 
the Garda station will be greatly appreciated, since the 
doorway is quite distinctive.

REUNION FOR GARDA 
INTER-DISTRICT CHAMPS
This autumn signals the 50th anniversary 
since the ‘F’ and ‘N’ teams won the 
Garda Inter-District Final for the first time 
in 1970. Eddie Ryan, Dun Laoghaire 
Branch, and Connie O’Keefe, Bray 
Branch, are arranging a reunion of 
both teams to mark this significant 
anniversary, to take place in Brady’s in 
Shankhill on Thursday 3 September. 
    A significant number of members 
from both teams have indicated their 
support for the venture. Anyone else who 
is interested in attending should contact 
Eddie Ryan, on 087-2240439, email 
ryanested@gmail.com or Connie O’Keefe 
at 086-4461855.

APRIL 1965 CLASS ‘A’ AND ‘B’ 
REUNION 
The reunion and celebration for April 1965 Class ‘A’ and 
‘B’ will take place at the Wyatt Hotel Westport, Co. Mayo, 
on Sunday 26 and Monday 27 April, with dinner taking 
place on the Sunday night at approximately 7pm. 
     Those who wish to attend should make their own hotel 
reservations and inform the hotel reception that they are 
part of ‘Michael Canney’ and the Retired Garda Group. 
     For further information contact Michael Canney on 
087-7797530 or email portarralodge@gmail.com; Sean 
Corcoran on 087-7579542 or email lcorcoran46@gmail.
com or Tony Campbell on 086-2992913.
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OUR EXPERT SPINAL TEAM
WILL GET YOU BACK

ON YOUR FEET IN NO TIME.

We specialise in state-of-the-art,
minimally invasive, robotic-assisted surgery.

Tel: 1800 38 52 85www.materprivate.ie
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EMAIL:
enquiries@straphaelscu.ie 

PHONE:
0818 247 365 or 01 4273900 

WEB:
www.straphaelscu.ie

Home 
Improvement 
Loan
24 Hour Approval
Chat to us today

4.25% Variable (4.33% APR*)

Representative Example
A typical €30,000 five year loan with a variable interest rate of 4.25% and 4.33% APR (Annual Percentage Rate), where the APR does not vary during the term, would have monthly repayments of €555.89 and the total cost of credit (the total amount repayable less the amount of the 
loan) would be €3,353.20. Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Credit is only available to persons aged 18 and over. Loans are subject to repayment capacity and financial status. Security may be required. Loans can be repaid weekly, fortnightly or monthly. Rates and repay-
ments are correct as at February 2020. St. Raphael’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. *APR means annual percentage rate.

Warning - If you do not meet the repayments on your credit agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.
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