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EDITORIAL COMMENT

DARK ECONOMIC
CLOUDS ON THE
HORIZON
For the past decade we in Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association have yearned for
the dawning of the day when we see our pensions restored to what rightfully they should
be. There are mixed signals all around as to whether this new dawn is about to become
a reality, or whether we are heading for another financial crisis, writes Paschal Feeney,
GSRMA General Secretary.

B

udget 2020 will be delivered by Minister for
Finance and Public Expenditure and reform Paschal
O’Donoghue on 8 October 2019. This budget shall set the
scene for what we can expect next year.
The Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA), which
is running from 2018, is due to terminate in December
2020. The cost to the Exchequer in terms of pension
restoration has been put at €877million; and many are
asking ‘But what did I get from that?’
In reality the benefits to different categories or income
groups ranged from 6.2% to 7.4% at the top. New
entrants to the public service gained 10% under the new
Pension Service Pension Scheme.
At the end of the PSSA agreement, the FEMPI Act(s)
reductions will be reversed for all public servants, serving
and retired, whose earnings equate up to €70,000. In
reality this will mean almost 90% of the public service,
with the percentage more in terms of public service
pensioners alone. Public service pay expenditure is a
function of two key drivers – the numbers of public
servants employed, and the rate at which they are paid.
As of 2019 there are over 330,000 full time (or
equivalent) public servants, working in a variety of areas
including policing, education and health, and many others
The official line is that in 2019, the public service pay bill
is estimated to be €18.7 billion, or approximately one
third of current expenditure.
MANAGING PAY EXPENDITURE
In this context, the objective of public service pay policy is

to manage pay expenditure at a sustainable level, which
allows for the recruitment and retention of appropriately
skilled staff.
What if anything has FEMPI achieved when the global
financial crisis began in 2008, and when the government
had to reduce expenditure to stabilise the public finances?
At the time, the public service pay and pensions bill
accounted for 35% of current expenditure.
FEMPI has seen a major turnaround in that regard.
Budget 2020 was or is expected to deliver in positive
terms, even if that positivity is ever so small.
Tax cuts with spending increases in or about €700
million is earmarked in the draft announcement. The ratio
we are told will be at the rate of 2:1 in favour of increased
spending. That would break down meaning an average of
€233 million to tax reduction with approximately €466
million in terms of spending.
The vexed question of whether Old Age pensioners
shall receive a lump sum of €5 per week or a more
modest amount (if there is a figure more modest than
€5). Further USC modifications and the usual tinkering
with allowances. All of this is prefaced on BREXIT, the
unknown factor.
Obviously as we get neared to the deadline for the
withdrawal treaty to take effect, it seems a ‘No Deal’
Brexit is clearly on the cards. Will that then unleash a new
Financial Crisis? Will FEMPI be replaced with BEPA (Brexit
Emergency Provisions Act)?
All is yet to be revealed. The problem in Ireland is that
emergency legislation never seems to disappear.
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BALLINA BRANCH
Congratulations to Branch Vice-Chairman
Mick Staunton and his wife Áine who have just
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. A
native of Clifden, Co. Galway, Mick joined the
force in September 1964 and spent his entire
service at Ballina Garda Station.
Meanwhile, members extend their sympathy
to Jim Friel, Branch Chairman, on the recent
death of his sister Mary Heraghty in Glasgow.
She has been laid to rest in her native Donegal.
Further sympathies also to the families of
the late Detective Garda Martin Mitchell, Ballina
Station, and Garda John McCallion, Swinford
Station, who both died suddenly in recent
weeks. May They Rest in Peace.

Joan Cahill,
Ballina Branch
(front row),
who was
presented
with her
Long Service
Certificate
at a recent
function
in Ballina,
pictured with
fellow branch
members
Maureen
Hussey, Mary
O’Brien and
Trisha Slowey.

BRAY BRANCH
Sugarloaf Mountain Trek: Some five intrepid
members of the Branch took on a 10k walk around
the famous and iconic Sugarloaf Mountain in our
native locality. It is now known as the ‘3T2M Trek’ after
the three Toms and two Micks who did the trek on a
blustery and showery summer’s day (very unusual!).
The Trek was led by our RTE Radio 1’s Sunday
Miscellany Star Tommy O’Rourke who is a regular
hillwalker and resident of the near Wicklow Uplands.
Members began their day with a cupan tae in Plucks
of Kilmacanogue and repaired afterwards to the relative
safety of the Harbour Bar in Bray for a debriefing of the
day’s activity.
Well done to Tommy for your local knowledge and
guiding of the Trek –Tommy is available to plan a walk
for all levels of members’ ability for other branches
around the country.The region is very reachable by
public transport from all areas.
Dates for Your Diary:
*Annual Mass for Deceased Members will take place
in St Peter’s Parish Church, Little Bray in Saturday 2
November at 3.30pm. All are welcome.
*The Bray Branch Christmas Lunch will take place in
Bray Golf Club on Saturday 7 December from 1pm. All
are welcome.
*Sunday Miscellany on RTE Radio 1 on 14 July
featured Branch Member Tommy O’Rourke narrating a
piece he wrote titled ‘Irish Queen of Wimbledon’.
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Pictured on the Sugarloaf Mountain Trek were (l-r):
Treasurer Mick Lernihan, Secretary Mick O’Hanrahan,
Tom McGrath, Tommy O’Rourke and Tom Conway,
Central Committee and Branch Chairperson.
You can listen on ‘Playback’ or copy this link into
your browser: https://www.rte.ie/radio1/sundaymiscellany/programmes/2019/0714/1061983sunday-miscellany-sunday-14-july-2019/. Well done
Tommy!

ASSOCIATION NEWS
CAVAN BRANCH
Alarm Bells Ring as Cavan Branch Visit Guinness
Storehouse: Tuesday morning on 6 August nine members of
the Cavan Branch met at the Kilmore Hotel. A trip to the big
smoke was on the agenda. Setting off with the assistance
of Cavan Cabs they settled down on the minibus for the
journey. Time passed as tales old and new were recited and
responded to.
The plan was to visit Guinness Storehouse taking time to
take all in. First port of call was the cafe for the cuppa and a
scone, well a muffin when the scones ran out. So the group
gathered refreshed and ready to go. Through the barley, the
hops, the Wicklow water.
They say it’s not true that they use the water from the
Liffey. On through the cooper’s exhibit and onto the wonderful
12 foot wooden carving of a Guinness pint.
While some were getting ready for a tasting session and
others still slowly moved through the exhibition the alarms
suddenly started ringing. With everyone looking at each other
the request went out for everyone to immediately evacuate
the building. Staff sprang into action and efficiently and very
effectively started to get visitors to leave the building.
Outside we were directed to a car park and asked to
wait for further information. We were informed we would
eventually be able to resume the tour. Our group discussed
all possible explanations, of course, after asking what each
one had done to cause the evacuation.
While there were denials all around there were some
suspicious faces. It’s only in circumstances like this you
realise how many visitors and staff are in the storehouse at
one time. While we decided not to continue the tour we were
told to return another day, by a most helpful staff member
Tommy, to continue our tour. Well done to all the staff.
So the new plan was to visit the War Memorial Gardens
at Islandbridge designed by the famous architect Sir Edwin
Lutyens. Many of our group had heard of them and had it on
the bucket list. We were pleasantly surprised and thankful the
rain stayed away for most of the visit as the group enjoyed
their stroll.
At the end of an eventful visit we set off for Cavan and

Pictured at the Guinness Storehouse (l-r): Earnan
Gilleran, Eugene Murphy, Michael Mulvey,
Michael Ryan, Peter Garry, Sean Masterson,
Michael Elliffe and Cathal Kelly

Pictured at the War Memorial Gardens (l-r): John
Smyth, Earnan Gilleran, Sean Masterson, Michael
Elliffe, Cathal Kelly, Michael Ryan, Peter Garry and
Michael Mulvey
(Photos courtesy of John Smyth, Cavan Branch)
stopped off for a bite to eat. We look forward
to the return leg of our journey to the Guinness
Storehouse to finish our visit and of course get
to have a pint of the black stuff.

CLARE BRANCH
Branch members Phil Coll and Ann Golden (centre)
following the presentation of their 20-Year Certificates
by GSRMA President at the 2019 AGM, pictured with
Treasurer John Morris, GSRMA President Matt Givens,
Chairman (Outgoing) Pat McGuire and Secretary Billy
Saunderson.
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CORK CITY BRANCH
GSRMA Certificate Presentations: Happy
memories were recalled at Rochestown
Park Hotel on Thursday 16 May at the
presentation of 10 GSRMA framed
‘Certificates of Appreciation’ and GSRMA
Badges. The recipients included Mrs Anne
Dolan (93) widow of the late Detective Garda
Pat Dolan who served at Glanmire Station;
Sally Hanlon, former Cork Branch Secretary;
Mary Morrissey, who represented her late
husband John J. Morrissey; Pascal Gerard
Cronin, John Power, Bernard Feeney, Joe
Hanrahan, Joe Dillon, Eamonn Carey and
PJ Whelan. The coffee morning and social
gathering was organised to pay tribute to
people who joined the Cork City GSRMA
Branch 20 years ago.
Blarney Walk: The sun shone brightly for
19 members who assembled at Blarney
Woollen Mills at 10.30am on Tuesday 19
May for a 7.5km walk. It was our first outing
along the beautiful walking trail through the
River Martin Valley to Waterloo.
On reaching Waterloo, all took a break
to visit St Mary Church, observe the
Round Tower, built in 1845 and admire the
marvellous project-work completed by the
Waterloo Development Group. The rockery
water-feature, paths, preservation of the
famine school site and notice-boards giving
history of was the area, made Waterloo a
very interesting place.
Afterwards we followed the walking trail
close to dairy farmland and the site of the
old Blarney Rail Station. Our final section
brought us along Station Road where the
OPW built official agency houses for Gardaí
in the 1960s. Over the final 100 metres
we admired the yellow dray-cart with milk
churns, a project completed by some of our
members working with Blarney Men’s Shed.
At the end, there was time for all to relax
to enjoy tea/coffee and fresh scones in the
Blarney Castle Hotel, courtesy of the Cork
City Branch.
Midlands Summer Tour: On Monday 17
June, 45 members set off with Kavanagh
Travel for a four-day tour of the Midlands
which included: (i) Visit to Birr Castle to view
the Great Telescope and beautiful grounds;
(ii) Elegant 4-Star Bloomfield House Hotel in
Mullingar; (iii) Tour of St Mel’s Cathedral in
Longford Town, and celebration of Holy Mass
by Fr Paul Kivlehan (nephew

Pictured at the presentation of Certificates of Appreciation:
Front Row (l-r): Pascal Gerard Cronin, John Power, Anne
Dolan, Mary Morrissey and Bernard Feeley; Back Row (l-r): Joe
Hanrahan, P.J. Whelan, Sally Hanlon, Eamonn Carey and Joe
Dillon.

Members of Cork City Branch pictured at Waterloo, Blarney
Front Row (l-r): Peter Reilly, Helen Foley, Anne Lewis, Anne Reilly,
Michael O’ Connor, Austin Barrett and Jim Ryan.
Back Row (l-r): Richard Meagher, Breda Byrne, Tim Bowe, Donal
O’Donovan, P.J. Brennan, Michael Fitzpatrick, Tony Campbell,
Charlie Barry and Jim Keating.

Cork City Branch members pictured with Fr Paul Kivlehan outside
St Mel’s Cathedral in Longford.
(Photos courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)
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of P.J. Brennan); (iv) Meeting with Matt Thorne and
refreshments in Longford Arms Hotel; (v) Visit to Oliver
Goldsmith Country & Ardagh Heritage Centre; (vi) Visit
to the Ancient Bog Road in Corlea (Longford) and Tea
in the Bog; (vii) Tour of Athlone Castle; (viii) Tour of
Clonmacnoise followed by a 90-minute cruise on the
River Shannon; (ix) Tour of Belevede House & Gardens

in Mullingar, followed by a visit to see Joe Dolan’s
statute; (x) Visit to Garda College & Garda Museum,
and social evenings in Bloomfield House Hotel and (xi)
Dinner at Horse & Jockey Hotel.
Our sincere appreciation to all who made the tour so
interesting and enjoyable.

CORK WEST BRANCH
Two nights at the Lakeside Hotel & Leisure Centre
in Ballina/Killaloe on 20-21 May: Members had the
luxury of a brand new coach on its maiden voyage.
As always, the sun shone brightly and the banter and
slagging started early, with ammunition generously
provided!
We arrived at the hotel in time for lunch, while
the afternoon was spent relaxing and enjoying the
beautiful scenery. We boarded the coach around
7pm and headed for Bunratty Castle, where we had
a very enjoyable evening of tasty food and excellent
entertainment at the Banquet.
The show was based around the lord and lady of
the castle and their guests and, of course, there were
servants and knaves etc. The MC approached our
group to provide account of a poor unfortunate who
was to be accused of dubious offences, arrested,
placed in the underground dungeon and tortured. One
of the usual suspects was ratted on. After a term in the
dungeon he was promised his freedom if he sang a
verse of a song. He secured his freedom and rejoined
his erstwhile friends.
We seemed to be the only Irish people present, as
most were from the USA and Taiwan. At the end of the
night the MC, a retired army officer, made the crowd
aware of the presence of our group and explained
who we were. The crowd applauded and many US
visitors, some having police connections, spoke with us
afterwards. It was a great night.

The landlady answered the door and came into the
kitchen to tell the Guard that Jack Collins wanted to talk
to him. The Guard went to the front door to be told by
old Jack that the light in the kitchen was “quenched” and
could he fix it. The two of them walked the quarter of a
mile to Jack’s cottage. The front door led straight into
the kitchen/dining/living room.
Herself was sitting on the hob beside a big open fire
and the big black kettle on the crane was boiling. On
request, Jack produced a spare bulb from its place of
security on top of the dresser. The Guard pulled a chair
into the middle of the floor and stood up onto it. Jack
caught the back of the rickety old chair to keep it steady
while the bulb was being replaced.
No sooner had he caught the chair when herself barked
an order to him as follows. “For Christ’s sake Jack, keep
back, them blasted things are dangerous “. She wanted
no harm to come to Jack. The Guard was expendable
and he was a servant of the people”.

Tour of Ardnacrusha: After breakfast we went on a
guided tour of Ardnacrusha. Our guide was excellent
and very experienced in keeping everybody tuned
in. The history of its inception, construction and
commissioning was extraordinary for the time.
Approximately 30 people lost their lives in the
construction. The fisheries management at the site
was also very interesting. In the museum, all the early
appliances were on display. Memories, stories and
comments were in plentiful supply.
My favourite Garda story about rural electrification in
West Cork comes to mind and it was told to me by the
man involved. Does this ring a bell?
“On a winter’s Sunday evening the young Guard was
having his tea in his digs near the station, when a knock
came on the front door.
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Lough Derg Cruise: After lunch we went for a cruise
on Lough Derg in the boat of James Whelan and we
were joined by Darius Whelan, uncle of James. Darius
is a colleague of ours, attached to Limerick Branch.
We followed the cruise with a guided tour of Killaloe
Cathedral which has historical connections to Brian
Boru.
The view from the top of the tower was brilliant, but
the highlight was when the church organist played a
selection of beautiful hymns on the magnificent well
maintained organ. We were joined for dinner by our
President, Matt Givens and his wife Margaret.
In the afternoon Matt had presented a certificate of
20 years membership of our association to Mrs Sally
Ryan, who lives in the locality. Sally is the widow of
Matt Ryan and is mother of our Branch Chairman, Liam
Ryan.
After a beautiful dinner in the Lakeside, we relaxed
for a while, had a short meeting to discuss options for
our September trip and adjourned to a private room for
our usual sing-song. The craic was mighty for a couple
of hours.
After check-out on Wednesday morning, we went to
Nenagh. We had planned to visit the castle and then the
heritage centre, but the guided tour of the castle was
so interesting we ended up not having time to visit the
heritage centre. After lunch in Nenagh we went to Holy

ASSOCIATION NEWS
Cross Abbey, where we learned its history from a wellinformed guide.
Time to head for home. Last year we dined in the
Firgrove Hotel in Mitchelstown and such was our
experience there that we booked there again. We
were not disappointed, with a large choice of beautiful
food not to mention quick and efficient service. Highly
recommended for any of you wishing to dine in that

neck of the woods.
We were back in West Cork later that evening. We
had been blessed with wonderful weather and we had
an enjoyable and safe couple of days together.
To continue that togetherness we will have 45 on the
bus for two nights in the Talbot Hotel in Wexford on 1617 September. Time flies and next spring is only around
the corner. This country isn’t big enough for us. Till then!

CORK WEST ESB TOUR: West Cork Branch members pictured during the tour of Ardnacrusha ESB plant in May.

CORK WEST 20 YEAR CERTS
Branch Chairperson Liam Ryan pictured
at the presentation of 20-Year Certificates
of Appreciation to Bernard Buglar and Mrs
Bridget Collis.

Branch members Con McCarthy (standing) and Tony Quinlan
(seated) felt the heat during a recent outing to North Tipperary,
which included a guided tour of Holycross Abbey.
Síocháin 13
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DONEGAL SOUTH BRANCH

DONEGAL SOUTH BRANCH BOAT TRIP
Branch members took a waterbus trip on Donegal
Bay on 18 June. With a good attendance it was most
enjoyable with entertainment on board and was followed
by a meal in The Harbour Restaurant in Donegal Town.

Former member of Central Committee and former
Chairman of GSRMA John Durcan was presented
with his Certificate of Appreciation by P.J. Davey,
Branch Secretary, at Donegal South Branch gathering.
Photograph courtesy of PJ Davey.

Coffee Morning & Cabernet Night: Our next gathering was a coffee morning on Wednesday 4 September in
The Abbey Hotel, Donegal Town, while the ever-popular cabaret night and meal takes place in Harvey’s Point
on 11 September. Early booking is advisable!
DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH
Episcopal Ordination:
Congratulations to Michael Gavin
(a well-known and long-term
branch member) and his wife
Angela, following the ordination of
their son Fintan as the new Bishop
of Cork & Ross on 30 June.
Bishop Fintan Gavin, who
was born in Dublin in 1966 (the
second eldest of seven brothers
and sisters), was ordained a priest
in 1990 and was appointed to St
Vincent De Paul, Parish Church in
Marino in June 1991.
Up to his appointment to
the Diocese of Cork & Ross,
Bishop Gavin was Chancellor in
the Archdiocese of Dublin and
Parish Chaplin in Ballymun Road
Parish and the group parishes
of Iona Road, Drumcondra,
Glasnevin, Ballymun Road and
Ballygall, Dublin. He was Chaplin
to the Italian community in the
Archdiocese, and also Chaplin to

Newly-ordained Bishop Fintan Gavin with his parents Angela and
Michael after the ceremony, at the Episcopal Ordination to the Diocese
of Cork & Ross at the Cathedral of St Mary and St Anne in Cork.
(Pic: Brian Lougheed)
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Certificates of Appreciation: Chairman James Murphy
(seated second left) pictured with branch members Tom
Birmingham, John McGuinness and Pat Roche and
(standing l-r) Bernard Finnegan, Paddy Daly and Matt
Cosgrave, at our coffee morning on the last Tuesday of
June. Congratulations to them all and our thanks for their
support over the years.

Pictured (l-r): Frank Fitzpatrick, John Leahy, Dan
O’Connell and Dan O’Sullivan with the quizmaster
Martin Donoghue (far right).

the Annual Diocesan Children’s Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
Bishop Gavin is a noted cannon lawyer and a member of the Case Management Committee of the National
Board of the Safeguarding of Children in the Catholic Church of Ireland. Gach beaneacht agus ádh air an Easpach
Gavin anois agus na blianta atá amach roimhe.
Testing Branch Quiz: At our coffee morning in May our Quizmaster Martin Donoghue tested the general
knowledge of each four-member group present, which proved to be very challenging. Great fun was had by all and
our congratulations to the winning team who received four bottles of wine.

DUNGARVAN BRANCH
Annual Day Trip 2019: The first stop on our Annual
Day Trip was to the Dunbrody Visitor Centre in New
Ross for tea, coffee and scones. On Wednesday 3
July the tour bus departed from Youghal in Co. Cork
at 7.45am, picking up members at Tallow, Lismore,
Cappoquin and Dungarvan before heading east on the
N25 for Co. Wexford, with 18 eager passengers on
board – our largest ever number for this event.
There was not much relaxing after tea, coffee and
scones at our first stop to Dunbrody Visitor Centre in
New Ross, as our tour guide soon had us on board the
replica emigrant ship ‘Dunbrody’ for an informative and
gut-wrenching tour. How people survived the six-week
voyage on such ships was miraculous.
Our next visit was to the Kennedy Homestead in
Dunganstown from where the Kennedy Dynasty in the
USA originated. Amazing history emanated from this
homestead. Wonderful food with a menu to satisfy all
palates was served at the Hollow Bar, Ramsgrange.
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The lazy bodies were next transported to Tintern Abbey
and the Colclough Walled Garden in Saltmills, where
some members of our group opted for the Abbey guided
tour while others anxious to stretch their legs, walking to
and from through the Walled Gardens.
What a peaceful and well-kept sun trap the gardens
are. Our final visitor attraction was Hook Lighthouse,
one of the oldest lighthouses in the world. Incredible
building, in its’ original state from the early 13th century.
Having completed our viewing programme for the
day, it was onwards and upwards to the Brandon House
Hotel, New Ross, to slake our thirst and whet our
appetites. Our 4 course dinner hit the spot and was fuel
for some members to trip the light fantastic while others
took steps to prevent dehydration.
A wonderful day was had by all, in the wall to wall
sunshine which gave a great colour to everyone. We
travelled west on the N25, at or about the midnight hour,
weary but good humoured, as we headed back to West
Waterford and home.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Pictured at the presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to Denis
Reilly were Chairman Michael Blake and Secretary Pat Norris, Angela
Reilly, Monica O’Sullivan, Treasurer, and branch members at a coffee
morning in the Walter Raleigh Hotel in Youghal on 14 May.

Pictured at the presentation of a Certificate
of Appreciation to John Sleator by Pat
Norris, Dungarvan Branch Secretary, were
Margo Sleator, Sheila Norris, Vincent
Bergin and Monica O’Sullivan, Branch
Treasurer.

Members and friends pictured at Hook Head Lighthouse for the Annual Day Trip 2019.
DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH
At our last meeting before the summer recess
Branch Secretary Eamon Hession presented our
Chairman Edward (Ed) Ryan with a Certificate of
Appreciation for his loyal service to Dun
Laoghaire Branch. Ed has always been a great
advocate, particularly in relation to the welfare
of our elderly members who at times may feel
isolated.
We would like to thank Ed for all of his hard
work and his genuine interest in the welfare of
our members. The coffee morning takes place
at ‘Bakers’ on the first Tuesday of every month
at 11am. For further information, contact Eamon
Hession (Branch Secretary) on 085- 2320747.
(Information and photograph courtesy of Jim
Kenny, Assistant Secretary)
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Branch Secretary Eamon Hession presents Chairman
Edward (Ed) Ryan with a Certificate of Appreciation for his
loyal service to Dun Laoghaire Branch.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
GALWAY BRANCH
On 4 June at a coffee morning in
Galway’s Victoria Hotel, Marie Landy,
GSRMA Central Committee, presented
GSRMA Long Service Certificates
to Galway Branch members James
Boland, Peter Connaughton and Con
McCole.

Marie Landy (GSRMA Central Committee) and Jim Cuddy (Branch
Chairman) pictured with branch members James Boland, Peter
Connaughton and Con McCole, and Grace Lyden (Branch Secretary).
LAOIS BRANCH
Laois Branch members, who toured Haulbowline Naval Base Cork on 2 July, enjoyed a boat trip of Cork Harbour
followed by lunch at the Naval Base.

Pictured (l-r): Michael O’Connell, Christy O’Dwyer,
Josephine O’Dwyer, Margaret Gibbons, Peter
Byrne, Liam Delaney, Bill Gibbons, Liz Delaney,
Patty Murphy, Syl Murphy, Denis Bowe and Joe
Daly.

Pictured (l-r): Peter Byrne, Bill Gibbins, Ben Thornton, Joe
Daly and Martin Mahony.

Pictured (l-r): Christy O’Dwyer, Josephine O’Dwyer
and Michael O’Connell.

Pictured (l-r): Leading Seaman Ron Coveney and Jim
Phelan.

Síocháin 21

ASSOCIATION NEWS
LAOIS PRIDE OF PLACE
Laois Branch presented
a poster for display at
Cloneyhurk Hall as part of
the presentation of the ‘Pride
of Place’ on 18 June, which
included the unveiling of a
plaque in memory of Garda
Michael Clerkin. The event
was attended by Garda
Clerkin’s colleagues Ben
Thornton and Jim Phelan.
It was a pleasure to see a
community portray the best
qualities of Irish life.

LIMERICK CITY BRANCH
Annual Branch Outing: A group of 34 branch members enjoyed a guided tour of the Fancroft Mill and
Gardens in Co. Offaly on Monday 17 June by the owners Markus and Irene Sweeney.
The visit to the Mill, in particular, was most interesting and great credit is due to Markus for the time and
expense he has invested to restore the Mill, which is now in excellent condition. He gave us the full history
from the time the Mill was built to the present day. The group also enjoyed a wonderful lunch at The County
Arms in Birr and a visit to Matt the Trasher’s in Birdhill on our return trip to Limerick.

New branch members Gerry Keating,
Pat Minehan and Pat Coakley
pictured at the July Coffee Morning in
Limerick’s Strand Hotel, were warmly
greeted by regular attendees and
we look forward to seeing them on a
regular basis.

Branch members outside the Fancroft Mill and Gardens in Co. Offaly.
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MEATH BRANCH

Meath Branch Chairman Eugene Comasky (left) pictured at the presentation of GSRMA Certificates of
Appreciation to branch members Thomas McManamy Ellen Ward and Andy Fahy, with (right) Dermot Corcoran,
Branch Secretary, during the Meath Branch Coffee Morning on 27 June.

Branch members pictured at the Silver Tankard Restaurant in Navan on Thursday 4 July for the Branch BBQ.
NAAS BRANCH
Day Trip to Kilkenny: On 5 June members from Naas
Branch had a lovely day trip to Kilkenny. When we
arrived by coach the first stop was a tour on the tourist
train, this was most enjoyable and we had a lovely tour
of the city. Our next port of call was a tour of Kilkenny
Castle, which dates back to 1195 and has links with
Strongbow and William Marshall from 1189 when
the Earl owned large estates in Ireland, England and
France.
James Butler the 3rd Earl of Ormonde bought the
castle in 1391 and the Butler family then owned the
castle for over 500 years. In 1967 the castle was in
disrepair and sold to the Kilkenny Castle restoration
Committee for fifty pounds and they have done a
magnificent job on the restoration. We thoroughly
enjoyed our tour and finished our visit with some lunch
in the castle café.
Our next stop was K-Bowl for our usual Wednesday
game of bowling. Our final destination was to Langtons
Hotel where we enjoyed an excellent meal. As we

returned home the consensus was a thoroughly
enjoyable day out.
Annual Barbecue: Members enjoyed some delicious
food at our annual barbecue on Friday 28 June at
Ryston, Newbridge. Mick Quinn and his brother Tony
provided the musical entertainment for the evening
and there was plenty of opportunity to dance. We also
had a bumper raffle with lots of prizes. The barbecue
has become an annual event and is always a most
enjoyable evening before the summer break. Thanks
to all members for supporting what has become an
anticipated evening every year.
Bowling: Wednesday bowling will resume for the
Autumn/Winter season at 11am on Tuesday 3
September at KBowl in Naas. We look forward to
welcoming back our regular bowlers and if you have not
joined the bowling group this is a wonderful way to pass
the morning for a bit of light exercise, a cup of tea

Síocháin 25

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Pictured during the tour of Kilkenny Castle (l-r): Tomas
Breathnach, Maureen Reilly, Margaret Quinn, Mick Quinn,
Carmel Crowley, Mary Roche and Eamonn Darcy.

Pictured (l-r): Mary Roche, Marie Roche, Margaret
Quinn, Carmel Crowley and Maureen Reilly
enjoying the tour of Kilkenny Castle.

Branch members pictured on the steps of Kilkenny Castle.
and a chat – it’s a very sociable morning and everyone
is welcome. No skills are required so come along and
bring a friend. This is our 12th year bowling, so this
speaks for itself. We look forward to meeting you there.
Annual Mass: Our Annual Mass for deceased members
on Thursday 28 November will take place in Ryston,
Newbridge. This is a special day in our calendar as we
remember our members who have passed away in the
last year. The morning will conclude with finger food.

Annual Christmas Lunch: This year’s lunch will be
held on Saturday 23 November (starting at 2.30pm)
in The Westgrove Hotel in Clane. The cost is €35 per
person for a four-course lunch followed by music and
dancing and a Christmas Raffle.
There’s ample parking in the hotel’s underground
car park and if any member wishes to stay overnight
a special room rate can be organised. Tickets must
be booked in advance and places can be secured by
contacting any member of the Branch Committee.
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NENAGH BRANCH
On 18 May a group of members and their partners
travelled to The Garda Memorial Day in Dublin
Castle. Having left Nenagh at 9am we had a pitstop at Junction 14 for refreshments. We continued
our journey to Dublin arriving in good time for the
ceremony at 12 noon. We were lucky with the day
which was dull but dry. The ceremony was very
moving and as usual well organised.
It was a privilege to be present to honour and
remember the 88 colleagues who paid the ultimate
sacrifice by giving their lives for Ireland. A wreath
was laid by the President of GSRMA and our own

Branch Chairman, Matt Givens. After the ceremony
we mingled with the other guests and enjoyed the
excellent food on offer. At 2.30pm we boarded our
bus and headed down to the National Stud and
Japanese Gardens.
We had a conducted and very informative
tour of the Stud and its facilities. Everybody had
a greater understanding of the equine business
before leaving. We boarded our bus again and
made the short trip into Kildare Town where we had
a sumptuous meal in Harte’s Restaurant before
heading back to Nenagh. A great day was had by all.

THURLES BRANCH
Michael O’Brien (centre) who
received his GSRMA Certificate of
Appreciation at the Thurles Branch
Coffee Morning, pictured with Pat
Harrington (Chairman) and Bob
Maher (Secretary).

WEXFORD BRANCH
GSRMA Wexford Branch members attended Garda Memorial Day at Dublin Gardens in Dublin Castle on Garda
Memorial Day.

Michael Griffin (Garda Survivors’ Support Association),
Tom Miller (GSRMA Central Committee, Wexford
Branch), Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General Secretary),
Donal Lyttleton (GSRMA Wexford Member) and Marie
Roche (GSRMA Vice-President).

Pat McCarthy, Supt Jim Doyle (Wexford), Tony Fagan
(Wexford Branch Secretary), Donal Lyttleton (Wexford
Branch Member) and Chief Supt Patrick McMenanin
(Wexford).
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Tom Miller (GSRMA Central Committee), Olive and Joan
Fogarty (sister and mother of the late Ambrose Fogarty, who
was killed with Richie Nolan during a patrol car accident in
Enniscorthy in 1999, and Supt Jim Doyle (Wexford).

Pat McCarthy, Supt Jim Doyle (Wexford), Tom
Miller (GSRMA Central Committee), Donal Lyttleton
(GSRMA Wexford Member) and Chief Supt Patrick
McMenanin (Wexford).

South Wexford Trips: Wexford Branch will shortly organise a trip for members to Tintern Abbey in South Wexford,
and will also take in the Graiguenamanagh to St Mullins River Walk. Those events will be covered in our branch
report for the ‘Winter’ issue of Síocháin.
Johnstown Castle
Tour: In early August
a group of branch
members travelled
to the beautiful
Johnstown Castle
outside Wexford Town
for a stroll around the
grounds before the
supervised tour of the
recently refurbished
castle. Some members
then visited the
extensive agricultural
museum, while others
relaxed in the new
dining area.

SIOCHAIN SUMMER DRAW WINNERS
The following will each receive €500:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Michael Quinlivan 16513 Donegal North Branch
Maureen Cannon 15321 Dun Laoghaire Branch
Kevin Moynihan 22137F Clare Branch
Angela Moloney 13284 Dublin North Branch
Benedict P Mills 16524 Carlow Branch

WEBSITE DRAW WINNERS

The winners will each receive €50.
Summer 2019: Timothy J O’Leary 12813 Tralee Branch
Autumn 2019: Larry Coady 16764 Dublin West Branch
Congratulations to all of our winners!
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GENERAL
SECRETARY TO
VACATE POST
Paschal Feeney, who steps down
from the post of General Secretary
in December of this year, says that
Expressions of Interest are now being
invited for those who feel they have
a flair for the job. In other news he
outlines the benefits of a GSRMA
Personal Accident Policy, plus updates
on the Association’s new website and
services available for members.

I

announced at Conference in June that I would be
stepping down, and I have carried through on that
commitment. From the
outset I have to say I
have enjoyed my time
with the GSRMA. I feel
that I have given all
to the Association in
terms of delivery to the
membership.
When I took over
the role in 2013, the
Association needed
modernisation and
revamping, with new
initiative and drive. And
in departure I feel I have
delivered on all fronts
in that regard, but now
is the time to move
on and let someone
else with vision and
commitment assume
the role.
My only regret is
that I will not be ‘in
32 Síocháin

situ’ to see our pensions restored in full. The GSRMA,
together with the Alliance of Retired Public Servants,
will no doubt continue in that drive. I have no doubt
that there are lots of you out there with all the skills and
attributes necessary for the position of General Secretary.
Best of luck to whoever succeeds.
GSRMA PERSONAL ACCIDENT POLICY
We are delighted to announce the inclusion of a
Personal Accident Benefit for all GSRMA members
from 1 September 2019. Automatic cover through
GSMRA membership is a new insurance policy specially
for GSRMA members. It covers each member if he/
she is unfortunate to have an insured accident. Benefits
are payable tax free and in addition to any other
compensation you may receive from any other sources.
The 24-hour cover is on a worldwide basis. To qualify
for inclusion, you must be GSRMA member, which will
form part of the many membership benefits. Spread
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the word to those who are
currently not members to
join now in order to qualify.
Summary of the cover
provided by this policy is
outlined as follows:
For full details of cover,
terms, conditions and
exclusions please refer to
the Master Policy which can
be inspected at the GSRMA
Office.
Table of Benefits:
Section, Benefits, Per Insured
Person
Accidental Death (€10,000)
Loss of one limb or one eye
(€10,000)
Loss of both eyes or two
limbs or loss of one eye and
one limb (€10,000)
Loss of speech (€10,000)
Loss of hearing in both ears (€10,000)
Loss of hearing in one ear (€2,500)
Hospitalisation (€200 per week up to 52 weeks)
Fracture to arm [full break of humerus, radius, ulna or
wrist] (€500)
Fracture to leg [full break of femur, patella, tibia, fibula or
ankle] (€1,000)
Burns covering 27% or more of the body (€2,000)
Burns covering 18% to 27% of the body (€1,500)
Burns covering 9% to 18% of the body (€1,000)
Burns covering 4.5% to 9% of the body (€500)
Overall Policy Limits:
Accident Accumulation limit:
€2,000,000 per accident
Helicopter or Non-Scheduled Aircraft limit:
€150,000 per accident
Aircraft Accumulation limit:
€500,000 per accident
Policy limits apply to any one accident.
PRINCPLE EXCLUSIONS
Intentional self-injury, suicide or attempted suicide,
sickness or disease, any naturally occurring condition or
degenerative process, any gradually operating cause,
professional sports, hazardous sports, flying other than as
a fare paying passenger and war.
When more than one form of payment results from
one accident, the benefit from each are added together
and no more than €10,000 shall be paid. If you have
any queries, please contact the scheme administrators,
Halligan Insurances, on 01-8797100.

NEW GSRMA WEBSITE
A new website interface and overall design is coming
to the gardaretired.com platform to allow for much
easier use across mobile devices including tablets. We
have noticed a tremendous uptrend in mobile usage with
over 67% of our members visiting the website now on a
mobile device or tablet, therefore this will be a welcomed
update we are sure.
To add to the focus on mobile we have also decided
to upgrade and improve our hosting infrastructure, which
will significantly improve overall speed of the website
allowing people a much more snappy experience when
using the website and navigating through the content of
the new website.
Most users will now start to notice the little green
lock in the top left-hand corner of their browser https://
cl.ly/00483ebb8dd8 which is referred to as an SSL
certificate (Secure Socket Layer). This means that all
pages and content on our website is now passed over
an encrypted path that is of a very high standard found
mostly on e-commerce websites.
Our new website will allow us to add more content in
a much easier fashion and also will allow us to give our
partners and advertisers more visibility on the website.
Over the next few months and after the roll-out of
our new website we will be releasing our very first iOS
and Android Mobile Apps to allow us send news, death
notices and it will even enable members to connect with
one another.
These mobile apps will be secure and only available
to GSRMA members. You will be able to manage
notifications and stay up to date will the Association’s
latest content. We are very excited about these
mobile updates and look forward to bringing the new
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enhancements to our members.
There are many other updates from the overall
interface, fonts used, security updates, speed and general
user experience on which we could go into more detail.
However, we can safely say in the coming months all
members will be able to experience these enhancements
directly on www.gardaretired.com.
GSRMA SERVICES
Should you wish to meet our GSRMA Advisors – Mary
Farrell for taxation affairs and Kevin Kelly in relation to
social welfare payments/contributions/ qualifications –
send an email to info@gardaretired.com or phone us
on 01-4781525 and we will include your name on the
waiting list. We hope to roll out these services at selected
locations throughout the coming months subject to
demand.
NEW IDENTIFICATION CARD
Demand for our new Identification Card is steady. So, if
you wish to be included, then email your photograph to
info@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525 with your
details.
EMAILS FROM GSRMA HOUSE
If you are not on our lists have you notified us of your
email address? And if you have changed your email
address, let us know by emailing info@gardaretired.com.
If you received emails in the past and are not receiving
them now, you may have unintentionally unsubscribed
from our listings.
Should this be the case, please firstly check your own
email folders, spam, thrash or junk and you may be
surprised to find lots of email notifications from GSRMA
hidden away. If you have unsubscribed then let us know
by email: info@gardaretired.com an we will send you a
link to get you back up and running again.

RECRUITMENT NOW UNDERWAY FOR
NEW GSRMA GENERAL SECRETARY
Expressions of interest are sought for the position of
GSRMA General Secretary, due to the retirement of
Paschal Feeney by the end of this year.
This is a rewarding, exciting position which
requires significant skills and attributes. The
successful candidate will be a person with excellent
communication skills, proven administration
experience, and excellent information technology
competency. The successful candidate will be
employed on a contractual basis.
Expressions of Interest (EOI) are now accordingly
sought from interested applicants in accordance
with Article 19 (E) of the GSRMA Constitution. The
Job Specification and Full Details will be supplied to
applicants following receipt of the Expressions of
Interest.
Please respond in confidence not later than 5
pm on 7 October 2019, to the GSRMA President,
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8, DO
AE6X
The EOI should be submitted double enveloped
with internal envelope marked specifically for the
attention of the President under ‘Confidential
Cover’ and marked EOI. Please note that EOIs
received after 7 October will not be considered.

NOTIFICATION OF BEREAVEMENTS
Please do not presume that someone else will notify us
of the deaths of GSRMA members. It’s important to share
this information with us or through your Branch Secretary.
If you do not know who your Branch Secretary is, we
will supply you with all relevant information on how to
contact him/her.
MEMBERS’ ONLY AREA OF WEBSITE
We’ve experienced problems with the Members’ Area
of our website www.gardaretired.com but will all issues
will be resolved shortly. If you’re not registered in the
Members’ Area, you can join now simply by visiting
www.gardaretired.com and following the instructions on
register for website. And as a registered visitor and user of
our website, you could be one of our lucky winners of the
website prize of €50 each quarter. So, if you’re not in you
can’t win!

ALARMS/CAMERA DEAL FOR MEMBERS
GSRMA is offering both an alarm and CCTV package,
which usually costs €1,275 at the discount rate of
€1,200 for GSRMA members. For a quote for additional
cameras etc. contact AKK direct, quoting ‘GSRMA Deal’
on 01-5328299.
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RESULTS OF MOTIONS AT THE 2019 ADM
1. PENSIONS
Motion number 1.1
That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central
Committee to devise a strategy with regard to the
issue of Parity for Garda Pensioners, in unison with the
Public Sector Alliance, to ensure a uniform approach in
addressing this issue with all concerned stakeholders
Bray & Thurles Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 1.2
With the current state of the economy and the
Government listening too and acting upon Small Pressure
Groups - this conference directs the Central Committee
nominee’s to the alliance and National Federation of
Pensioner’s, to take a more aggressive approach to
negotiations, in the restoration of the pension losses
and recently awarded pay rises, wherein pensioners have
been forgotten, due to the implementation of the FEMPI
legislation.
Dublin South Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 1.3
That ADM direct The Central Committee to examine
ways and means to depoliticise for a campaign to impress
on politicians that through collaboration some of the
Corporate Section and others, used the usual double
standard, by pretending that the Public Service Pay Bill
was responsible for the recession, politicians must not be
rewarded for the failure to Protect Garda Pensions (and
other Public Services) (a) Parity of Pensions (b) The return
to the Members of the sums of monies taken under PSA.
Dun Laoghaire Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 1.4
That the ADM directs the Association to explore how the
pension of other police services is structured, e.g. Are
such pensions Index Linked to a particular cost set or are
such pension increases determined by pay increases to
serving colleagues.
Donegal North Branch Result Motion Remitted.
Motion number 1.5
That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central
Committee of GSRMA to seek to ensure that the current
anomaly that applies to the application of Universal
Social Charge on Garda pensions is corrected – at present
members in receipt of a public sector pension pay USC
on all their earnings whereas those on a combination of
a public sector and a private or State pension are exempt
USC on the State pension portion in the calculations.
Monaghan Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 1.6

That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central
Committee of GSRMA to seek to ensure that equality
applies to all persons applying for the household benefit
social welfare package between the ages of 66 to 70
years of age.
Monaghan Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 1.7
That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central
Committee of GSRMA to seek to ensure that GSRMA
members receive the increase in rent allowance approved
in 2017 and that same be awarded pro-rata to their
pensions.
Monaghan Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 1.8
With the projected increases in the number of pensioner’s
(13.5% over 65 - current population in 2017 and
rising) and the recent EUROSTAT findings, that Ireland is
spending the least of its GDP among the elderly of any
of the EU countries - that the Central Committee engage
with Government through its various Fora, to ensure that
all awards, are proportioned to the pensioner’s.
Dublin South Branch
Motion number 1.9
That the Conference directs the Central Committee
through its Nominee`s in the Alliance of Retired Public
Servants, to draw up a Strategic Plan to ensure that
existing arrangements, whereby Garda Pensions are linked
to the pay of Serving Members.
Donegal North Branch Result: Motion Carried.

2. ASSOCIATION
Motion number 2.1
Like the GSRMA Branch structures, there are other
associations (e.g. INTO / INMO / PNA etc.) where linkage
could be established to the benefit of our association
members. There is a need to enhance the operational
ability of each branch, to expand, recruit with alignment
and interaction with like groups. This branch requests
the Central Committee to research the benefits of this
motion.
Dublin South Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.2
The Central Committee consider the introduction of an
Obituary Template Form, suggesting specific information
relating to the deceased member and his service. That an
“Obituary Tab” be created on the website, to allow for
the obituaries to be uploaded online in a timely manner.
(NOTE: Some obituaries are of a short nature and others,
unequal in comparison in being of a full page. Some are
recent while others are entered some considerable time
after death. Given that this branch sadly lost 16 members
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in the past 12.months - it would be a considerable time
before all obituaries would be entered in the magazine.
The template forms would be the responsibility of the
local branches, to assist families complete the information
and obtain a suitable photograph within specified period
after the death).
Dublin South Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.3
That the Annual Delegate Meeting direct the Central
Committee to begin preparing now for the upcoming
national centenary events, by establishing from its
number, a working party/task force to liaise with
officialdom, in order to explore how best the centenary
organisers can involve this Association.
Dublin North Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.4
That ADM direct The Central Committee to supply Branch
Secretaries with edited versions of minutes of decision
taken at Central Committee Meetings.
Dun Laoghaire Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.5
That the ADM request The Central Committee to
ascertain from Garda Síochána Authorities details of the
forthcoming Centenary Celebrations of the formation
of An Garda Síochána and what will be the role of
Participation of the GSRMA.
Dun Laoghaire Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.6
That the ADM directs GSRMA Central Committee to
review the issue of GSRMA Certificates of Appreciation
and provide for cases such as: - the death of a GSRMA
member and the take-up of GSRMA Membership by his/
her spouse, so that their dual family membership years are
recognised.
Cork City Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.7
That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central
Committee through the General Secretary to keep its
membership regularly informed throughout the year on
the update / progress / result of motions and amendments
to the Constitution carried or remitted at the previous
Annual Delegate Meeting.
Cork City Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.8
A copy of recent Siochain magazine be forwarded to
members on retirement as a means of encouragement to
join GSRMA.
Kilkenny Branch Result: Motion Lost.
Motion number 2.9

Where possible the Registered Number to be included
when circulating death notices.
Kilkenny Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 2.10
The Annual General Meeting deplores the lack of
progress on G.S.R.M.A. Policy matters submitted to the
Commissioner with a request for inclusion in An Garda
Síochána Code and calls on the Central Committee to
redouble their efforts in this regard.
Limerick City Branch Result: Motion Carried.

3. CONSTITUTION
Motion number 3.1
The Conference directs the Central Committee to
undertake a review of Article 4 of the Constitution to
ensure that membership of the GSRMA reflects the
diverse nature of the types of employees in the Garda
organisation, thereby ensuring that all former employees
of the Garda organisation have equal opportunity for
membership of and representation by this association.
Naas Branch Result: Motion Lost.
Motion number 3.2
Amend Article 9 (c). In first line after the word writing,
insert by email and/or text or post as appropriate, and
continue to end.
Dublin North Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.3
Amendment Article 11 as follows: At Sub Section (b)
Delete all text after word “discretion,” in 3 rd. line
of sub-section (b) and replace with “may include a
Seminar, Workshop or other important element to run in
conjunction with the business of ADM”
Donegal North Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.4
Amendment Article 11 as follows: At Sub Section (e)
Insert a “Full Stop” after word Rule in penultimate line.
Delete all text in last line of Sub Section (e), i.e. “unless at
the absolute discretion of Central Committee.
Donegal North Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.5
Amendment to Article 14 ,Section 14c be deleted and
replaced by the following wording: (c) The representatives
shall be elected by the delegates at the ADM in secret
ballot of the delegates and outgoing members of the
Central Committee present and voting from regions as
follows: Connaught/Ulster region -three (3) members
(Schedule 1) Dublin Metropolitan Region-four (4)
members (Schedule 2), Leinster Region-four (4) members
(Schedule 3) Munster Region-four (4) members (Schedule
4) (2) A member who has been elected at the ADM to the
Central Committee and served two (2) consecutive terms,
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shall not be eligible for re-election to that committee until
a further term has expired.
Wexford Branch Result: Motion Remitted.
Motion number 3.6
At Article 14 ‘Central Committee’, delete sub-article
(h) and replace it with the following: ‘(h) The Central
Committee shall appoint at its first meeting after the
Annual Delegate Meeting the following sub-committees;
(i) The General Purposes Committee;
(ii)The Remuneration Committee;
(iii) The Development and Organisational Committee;
(iv) The Social Committee;
(v) The Editorial and Website Board;
(vi) The Consultancy and Advisory Body; and
(vii) Such other Committee or Committees as are deemed
appropriate then or subsequently during the term of the
Central Committee.
(i) The Central Committee shall, from amongst its
members, appoint at its first meeting after the Annual
Delegate Meeting an appropriate number of Nominees
to represent the interests of the Association on each
Organisation to which the Association is affiliated. Such
appointments shall be in place until the conclusion of the
next following Annual Delegate Meeting unless otherwise
decided or the appointee ceases to be a member of the
Central Committee. Any vacancy shall be filled at the
meeting of the Central Committee next following vacancy
arising. Such appointees shall report from time to time
to the Central Committee, as required, and shall take
direction and guidance from the Central Committee so as
to properly represent the interests of the Association.”
Monaghan Branch Result: Motion Lost.
Motion number 3.7
Amendment Article 14 – as follows: At Sub Section (h)
Delete the word “appoint” in the first line of this Sub
Section and replace with the word “elect”;
the first
line then to read as follows: “The Central Committee shall
elect at its first meeting after the ….”
Donegal North Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.8
Amendment to Article 14 of the Constitution [new
Article 14(i):The Central Committee shall, through the
General Secretary keep its membership regularly informed
throughout the year on the update / progress / result of
motions and amendments to the Constitution carried or
remitted at the previous Annual Delegate Meeting.
Cork City Branch Result: Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.9
Article 14. Add new Sub Section (J): STANDARDS
COMMITTEE
(a) The Central Committee (CC) shall at the first meeting

of the Central Committee following each election, elect
from amongst its members a Standards Committee, which
shall hold office until the next election of the Central
Committee. The Standards Committee shall have one
member from each Region.
(b) The Standards Committee shall be responsible for
examining the results of any investigation carried out by a
Complaint Investigation Committee into alleged breach/s
of the Code of Conduct and of determining the sanctions
if any, to be imposed in accordance with the Constitution
and Rules of the Association, on any member who is the
subject of such investigation.
(c) The member representing the Region from which the
member/s complained of is/are the subject of hearing
shall not sit on the committee during such hearing and
determination.
Central Committee Result Motion Lost.
Motion number 3.10
Delete “Article 15: The General Purposes Committee”
and replace it with the following: “Article 15: The role
of Sub-committees as provided for at Article 14(h)
(a) Appointments to membership of Sub-committees
designated at sub-articles (i) to (vi) shall be made from
amongst the membership of the Central Committee.
Such appointments shall be in place until the conclusion
of the next following Annual Delegate Meeting unless
otherwise decided or until the appointee ceases to
be a member of the Central Committee. Any vacancy
shall be filled at the meeting of the Central Committee
next following the vacancy arising.(b) Appointments to
membership of Sub-committees designated at sub-article
(vii) shall be made from amongst the membership of the
Central Committee or may include some membership
from outside the Central Committee, as so decided by
the Central Committee. Appointees from outside the
Central Committee shall be persons who have a special
skill, expertise or experience in the subject matter to be
considered by the Sub- committee. All appointments to
such Sub-committees shall be in place until the conclusion
of the next following Annual Delegate Meeting or such
shorter period as decided and, where the appointee is a
member of the Central Committee, until the appointee
ceases to be a member of the Central Committee. Any
vacancy shall be filled at the meeting of the Central
Committee next following the vacancy arising.(c) Each
Sub-committee appointed by the Central Committee
shall be provided with terms of reference agreed by
the Central Committee which shall establish the role
and function of the Sub-committee. Such terms of
reference may be varied from time to time as agreed by
the Central Committee.(d) Each Sub-committee shall
appoint a Chairperson and a Secretary from amongst
its membership. The Chairperson shall preside over the
activities of the Sub-committee.(e) Each Sub-committee
shall report on their activities at each scheduled Central
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Committee meeting or at such other Central Committee
Meeting as required. At all such meetings, the Central
Committee shall review the activities of each Subcommittee and may provide direction, guidance or advise
to the Sub-committee on the achievement of their terms
of reference.(f) A report will be provided annually by
each Sub-committee on their activities for the year under
review, benchmarked against their terms of reference,
to be presented to the Central Committee and to be
published in the Annual Report of the Association in
advance of the Annual Delegate Meeting.”
Monaghan Branch Result Motion Lost.
Motion number 3.11
Amendment Article 18 – National Treasurer be amended
as follows: At Sub Section (a) Delete the word “appoint”
at beginning of 2nd line of Sub Section (a) and replace
with the word “elect”, the 2nd line then to read; elect
from among their number a National Treasurer of the …
Donegal North Branch Result Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.12
Amend Article 18 by inserting new sub section: (H) The
income and expenditure and balance sheet shall be
forwarded to each member of the Association before 30
September annually.
Dublin North Branch Result Motion Carried.
Motion number 3.13
Amendments to Article 19: Sub-Section (c) be deleted.
Central Committee Result Motion Withdrawn.
Motion number 3.14
New Article to insert.
Recording Secretary
The Central Committee shall at its first meeting appoint
from its membership a Recording Secretary, who shall
record the minutes for all Central Committee meetings
and any other meetings deemed appropriate by the
Central Committee.
Central Committee Result: Motion Withdrawn.
Motion number 3.15
Amend Article 21(a). In fifth line the word assets delete
(only as directed by Central Committee) and insert: in
accordance with this Constitution and governing law.
Dublin North Branch Result: Motion Remitted.
Motion number 3.16
Amend Article 21 (b) In the first line after the word to
(delete be taken in the name of the Trustees and their
personal names) insert be made on the authority of the
trustees.
Dublin North Branch Result Motion Remitted.
Motion number 3.17

Amend article 21(c) In the second line after the word, for,
delete the word life and insert the words three years to be
elected in rotation.
Dublin North Branch Result: Motion Withdrawn.
Motion number 3.18
Amendments to Article 21: Sub-Section (c) be deleted and
replaced by the following wording.
(c) Trustees shall be elected by delegates at the Annual
Delegate Conference. Trustees shall serve for a six
year term, except for those elected at the first election
following adoption of this section who shall serve as
follows; the candidate declared first elected 6 years,
the candidate declared second elected 5 years and the
candidate declared third elected 4 years.
Sub-Section (d) be deleted and replaced by the following
wording.
(d) In the event of a vacancy arising for a position as a
trustee the next succeeding candidate not elected at
the previous election of trustees shall be deemed to
be elected as trustee and shall serve in the position as
trustee for the remainder of the term of office of the
trustee whose vacancy he/she fills. Where there is no
unsuccessful candidate from the previous election of
trustees the Central Committee shall co-opt a member
as trustee of the association and he/she shall serve for
the duration of the term of office of the trustee whose
position he/she fills, subject to approval at the next
succeeding Annual Delegate Conference.
Sub-Section (e) be deleted and replaced by the following
wording
(e) On the appointment of a new trustee the Central
Committee shall arrange for the new appointment to be
completed and recorded in the Minute Book of the Garda
Retired Members Association.
Sub-Section (g) be removed and replaced by the
following wording:
(g)Trustees may be removed from office by resolution of
the members attending the Annual Delegate Meeting.
A new Sub-Section (h) be added as follows; A person
shall not be a trustee and a member of the Central
Executive Committee at the same time.
Wexford Branch Result: Motion Remitted

4. RULES
Motion number 4.1
Article 4, New sub-article (d) Honorary and Associate
Membership.
Categories of Membership.
The following are the categories of Membership of the
Association:
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Ordinary Members: Those referred to at a, b, c, and e
of Article 4 of the GSRMA Constitution.
Member should have retired/resigned from Garda
service in good standing.
Associate Membership: Associate Membership shall
be available to:
a) Persons as outlined in Article 4 of the GSRMA
Constitution, at a cost of €40 per annum.
b) Spouse/Partners of Ordinary Members of the
Association, who on application for Associate
Membership of the GSRMA will benefit from a 50%
reduction, with rate of €20 per annum.
c) An Associate Member shall receive information by
way of text/emails, and will receive a posted copy of the
Síocháin on application. Associate members shall not be
eligible to serve on any Committee of the Association or
to vote on any issue concerning the Association.
d) Applications for Associate Membership shall be made
on prescribed Application Form.
Honorary Membership: Honorary Membership as
provided for in Article 4 of the GSRMA Constitution
shall be recognised in two forms.
a. Honorary Membership bestowed on all GSRMA
members who reach their 100th Birthday.
b. Such Honorary Life Membership may be bestowed on
a member on foot of a Motion to that effect before ADM
receiving a majority decision of Delegates at such ADM of
the Association.
Central Committee Result Motion: Withdrawn.
Motion number 4.2
To Insert in Article 11 – ADM Procedures
(a)
The Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) shall
be held in accordance with Article 11 of GSRMA
Constitution.
(b)
The ADM may with the consent of a Branch
proposing a Motion, remit such motion to the Central
Committee for their consideration, instead of having the
Motion put to a vote.
(c)
Motions remitted to Central Committee shall be
addressed at the next following ADM/SDM.
(d)
All ADM’s/SDM’s shall be managed in accordance
with ADM Standing Orders.
Central Committee Result: Motion Withdrawn.
Motion number 4.3
To insert in Article 14
Nomination of Candidates for Election to Central
Committee and Election Procedure.
a) In order for a candidate to be eligible for nomination
to contest an election to the Central Committee for an
Association Region, he/she must be an Ordinary Member
of the Association in that Region, as defined in the
GSRMA Constitution and Rules.
b) The candidate being nominated must be proposed and
seconded by an ordinary member of his/her Branch at

the candidate’s Branch AGM and secure a majority of the
votes cast at that Branch AGM on his/her nomination.
c) The nomination must be on prescribed form, duly
completed by the proposer and seconder, together with
the written consent of the candidate being nominated.
d) Completed Nomination Forms must be lodged with the
General Secretary of the Association, fifty (50) clear days
before the date of the election. Nominations received late
will not be considered.
e) The General Secretary will, following closing date for
receipt of nomination papers, prepare a Ballot Paper
from the nominations submitted for any Association
Region where an Election is to be held. The names of the
candidates will appear on the Ballot Paper in alphabetical
order.
f) In order to elect the Central Committee members for a
particular Region, a Secret Ballot will be held amongst the
delegates to the ADM from the nominated candidates’
Region, including members of the outgoing Central
Committee from that Region.
In those elections:
1. Leinster delegates and CC members of Leinster Region
may vote for candidates in Leinster Region election.
2. Connaught/Ulster Regional Delegates and CC members
of Connaught/Ulster Region may vote for candidates in
Connaught/Ulster Region election.
3. Dublin Regional Delegates and CC members of Dublin
Region may vote for candidates in Dublin Region election.
4. Munster Regional Delegates and CC members of
Munster Region may vote for candidates in the Munster
Region election.
Central Committee Result: Motion Withdrawn.
Motion number 4.4
To insert in Article 22: The following Code of Conduct
of the GSRMA shall be adhered to by all members. Failure
to do so by any member shall leave such member open
to Investigation/Sanction as set out in the Rules of the
Association.
(1) A MEMBER OF THE GSRMA SHALL NOT:
(a) Fall into arrears of subscriptions for a period in excess
of thirteen weeks.
(b) Wilfully or persistently act in a manner calculated
to prejudice the interests, objectives or policy of the
Association.
(c) Convert to their own use, retain or fail to account
for any monies, securities, documents, papers or other
property of the Association;
(d) Improperly disclose or make public any confidential
information regarding the activities, purposes or
deliberations of the Association to the detriment of the
interests, objectives or policy of the Association;
(e) Wilfully or persistently refuse, fail or neglect to
observe any conditions, restrictions or instructions of the
Association which the Association could legitimately
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require the member to observe;
(f) Engage in behaviour which renders the member’s
continued membership detrimental to the interests,
objectives or policy of the Association;
(g) Commit any other act or omission which in the
opinion of the Standards Committee amounts to
misconduct.
MANAGEMENT OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST MEMBERS
(2) SUBMISSION OF COMPLAINT – STANDARDS OF
MEMBERSHIP
(a) Any individual member or Branch Committee may
make a complaint of misconduct against a member of
the Association. All complaints must be in writing and
must be sent to the Secretary of the Association, who
shall acknowledge receipt. Anonymous complaints shall
not be entertained.
(3) INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINT
(a) A complaint of misconduct against a member of
the Association shall be investigated by a Complaint
Investigation Committee (CIC) of not less than three
(3) members, established by the Central Committee to
investigate that particular complaint. A member of the
Standards Committee shall not be a member of the CIC.
(b) The CIC shall conduct an initial investigation having
first notified the member against whom the complaint is
made of the nature of the complaint.
(c) On completion of the CIC’s investigation that
Committee shall forward a report of their findings to the
Standards Committee.
(4) DUTIES OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE
(a) Upon receipt of the complaint, the Standards
Committee shall notify the member in writing by
registered post that the complaint against such member
is to be the subject of an Inquiry by the Standards
Committee and shall notify the member of the hearing
date for the said Inquiry. The member shall be notified
of their right to attend at the hearing; to be represented
at the hearing; to call evidence, examine witnesses and
make submissions at the hearing; and/or to submit
an explanation in writing. The hearing date shall be
a date which is not less than fourteen days from the
date of the Notice served on the member. A copy
of the investigation report received by the Standards
Committee shall be attached to the Notice to the
member.
(b) Misconduct by a member of the Association shall
include the following:
(i) Falling into arrears of subscriptions for a period in
excess of thirteen weeks.
(ii) Wilfully or persistently acting in a manner
calculated to prejudice the interests, objectives or
policy of the Association as an officer, trustee or
agent of the Association;

(iii) Converting to their own use, retaining or failing
to account for any monies, securities, documents,
papers or property of the Association;
(iv) Improperly disclosing any confidential information
regarding the activities, purposes or deliberations
of the Association to the detriment of the interests,
objectives or policy of the Association;
(v) Wilfully or persistently refusing, failing or
neglecting to observe any conditions, restrictions or
instructions of the Association which the Association
could legitimately require the member to observe;
(vi) Engaging in behaviour which renders the
member’s continued membership detrimental to the
interests, objectives or policy of the Association;
(vii) Such other act or omission which in the opinion
of the Standards Committee amounts to misconduct.
(5) IMPOSING OF SANCTION
(a) Where the Standards Committee is satisfied that
a member has been guilty of misconduct within the
meaning of sub-paragraph 4(b) it may impose one or
more of the following sanctions:
(i)Reprimand the member;
(ii)Debar the member from holding office within the
Association for such period as may be decided;
(iii) Suspend the member from the Association for
such period as may be decided. (During the term of
suspension the person shall not be deemed to be a
member of the Association and shall not be entitled to
avail of benefits of the Association);
(iv) Expel the member from the Association. (Any
member expelled from membership shall forfeit
absolutely and unconditionally all rights and benefits
deriving from membership or participation in the
property or funds of the Association).
(6) APPEAL PROCEDURE
(a) A member expelled from the Association shall only
be considered for re-admittance following application to
the General Secretary by the member, accompanied by a
submission in writing by the member for the information
of the Central Committee, outlining the reasons why he/
she should be re-admitted.
(b) An appeal against a decision or sanction of the
Standards Committee may be made, through the General
Secretary, to the Central Committee. Such an appeal shall
be by way of a full rehearing. Members of the Standards
Committee who have heard the said complaint or any
person who has been nominated to investigate the said
complaint shall be excluded from the appeals process. The
Central Committee may affirm, reverse or vary the decision
of the Standards Committee. The decision of the Central
Committee shall be final, conclusive and binding on all
parties.
Central Committee Result Motion: Withdrawn.
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MAY TOUR OF LANCASTER AND LAKE DISTRICT
The GSRMA Social Committee’s five-day outing to The Lake District in Lancaster started out on 5 May with an early
8am sailing from Dublin Port as we cruised the Irish Sea to Holyhead on a beautiful sunny Sunday morning with perfect
sailing conditions, enjoying our breakfast and reading the newspapers at leisure.

O

n arrival at the Holiday Inn in Lancaster it was nice to
settle in and relax in preparation for our daily tours.
The hotel was extremely comfortable with an excellent
choice of food both for breakfast and dinner.
On Monday morning we departed the hotel for a visit
to Lake Windermere, and we were blessed with sunshine
for most of the days and the few showers did not
dampen our enthusiasm.
A cruise on Lake Windermere was most enjoyable and
in the afternoon we travelled by coach to visit Ambleside
(the home of the poet William Wordsworth and
remember his most famous piece of prose ‘The Daffodils’
remembered by almost everyone from our school days).
The beautiful village is so well preserved and so
picturesque; we all paid a visit to the Wordsworth family
grave in the local churchyard and rambled around the
lovely main street. In the afternoon we travelled further
through the area to visit Hawkshead, which was home to
another famous name – Beatrix Potter!
The countryside is stunningly beautiful and as we
learned about the Herdwick sheep, which are native to
the area around Cumbria. This breed was particularly
favoured by Beatrix Potter and upon her death in 1943
she bequeathed approximately 4,000 acres to The
National Trust and her instruction was to continue to
breed the Herdwicks.
Our days included most enjoyable tours and our visit
to the Yorkshire Dales was most memorable; The Dales
comprise of thousands of square miles of moors, valleys,
hills and picture postcard villages.
Stunningly beautiful countryside but very bleak, The
Dales are popular with hikers while the scenery is dotted
with farms and in every field so many sheep and also an
abundance of pheasants. It is such a wonderful place to
visit but in winter it must be a very desolate area.
LAKELAND MOTOR MUSEUM
We enjoyed a visit to the Lakeland Motor Museum,
packed with memorabilia and you could spend several
days there. One memorable exhibition was Donald
Campbell and the famous Bluebird, which was fantastic.
There is a replica of the Bluebird and when you watch
the film it shows just how dangerous the trials were,
which took place on Conistan Water to break the world
water speed record. Donald Campbell achieved a speed of
over 320 miles per hour but unfortunately he lost control
of Bluebird and crashed. We also enjoyed a trip on a
steam train around the lake and some members also paid
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Pictured during a tour of the Yorkshire Dales (l-r): Rose Duff,
Eugene Duff, Carmel Crowley, Liam Nolan and Pauline Nolan.

Brendan Cunnane, Grace Holt, Liam Holt and Carmel Crowley
pictured touring Blackpool.
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a visit to Beatrix Potter’s House.
A day in the nearby resort
of Blackpool, with its numerous
attractions such as the Tower
Ballroom from ‘Strictly Come
Dancing’ fame and The Pleasure
Beach, along with its miles of
arcades was a must. We strolled
the medieval city of Lancaster,
which is steeped in history and
culture.
So, overall our five days were
packed with such interesting
and lovely sights to visit, and the
scenery around the Lake District
was stunning. As our tour came
to an end we left with wonderful
memories of a most enjoyable five
nights. Everyone participated in
every aspect of this trip including
a sing-song in the evenings, and
as usual we were treated to some
excellent talent.
Many thanks to McGinley
Travel for another excellent and
well organised tour, and we’re
already looking forward to our
next adventure.

DINGLE SKELLIG HOTEL BREAK FOR THE TALENTED DUO!
Denis O’Callaghan and
Brigid Hannon enjoyed
their two-night break
at The Dingle Skellig
Hotel, which they won
for being the runners-up
in the GSRMA’s Talent
Competition (courtesy
of Universal Media),
which was held earlier
this year on the outing to
Westport.
Dennis and Brigid
secured the second
prize for an entertaining
version of ‘The Bold
Gendarmes’ during the
talent competition at the
Westport Woods Hotel
on 21 January!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare (November
The Falls Hotel in Ennistymon,
is proving to be very popular
destination and our outing last
year was so successful that we
have secured a fantastic value
four-night break to this wonderful
four-star hotel, starting on 10
November.
The break in Co. Clare includes
four nights’ dinner and B&B, plus
nightly entertainment, cocktail
demonstration, flower arranging,
a quiz, and dancing classes to
name a few of the exciting events
planned. Pick up from and to local
train station is also included. A day
tour will also be organised.
Please book early as we have secured such excellent value for this superb hotel; €225 per person sharing with a
single supplement of €15 per night extra (limited availability).

Weekend Break to Belfast Christmas Markets
Need a break before
the hectic run-up to the
festive season? Then why
not book our weekend
break to Belfast on 29-30
November for an ideal
way to relax and indulge
in some shopping at the
Belfast Christmas markets.
This lovely weekend
break includes two nights’
dinner and B&B in the
four-star Malone Lodge
Hotel, which includes
entertainment on the
Saturday night. It includes
coach pick-up from
Heuston Station and City
North Hotel, and free weekend parking at the hotel. Saturday morning will feature a tour of The Crumlin Road Gaol
with tea and scones afterwards, with some retail therapy in the afternoon at the Christmas markets, or why not just
ramble around this lovely city.
After breakfast on Sunday morning there will be a guided Belfast city tour by coach to see some of the famous
sights such as the Shankill, The Falls Road with its murals and get an insight into what it was like to work and live in
Belfast. At lunchtime we will return to Dublin stopping at The City North Hotel for lunch.
Everything is included in this fantastic value weekend at a cost of only €230 per person sharing, single room at
€300. Early booking is essential as we are limited to 50 places so a deposit will be required.
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Great Northern Hotel Bundoran (January 2020)
On 20 January 2020 we will depart for a four-night break
to The Great Northern Hotel in Bundoran. This promises
to be a fabulous break to begin the New Year and to
recharge those tired bodies after the busy Christmas
season.
On arrival we will have a hot punch reception followed
by dinner and entertainment, after breakfast on day two
why not get active with water aerobics or some indoor
bowls or perhaps if we have good weather a special rate
applies at €20 for a round of golf.
In the afternoon there will be a talk on the local history.
On day three we will have a day trip visiting The
Ballroom of Romance in Glenfarne and in the afternoon
we have organized a special Mass for our deceased
members in the Franciscan Monastery in Rossnowlagh.
Thursday will be the highlight as our annual talent
competition will take place, once again we have some
fantastic prizes for the winners including Hotel vouchers
and our perpetual trophy. So get some practice this could
be your year to be a star.
We will have entertainment nightly and on this trip
there will be something for everyone to enjoy. The hotel
has full leisure facilities and a gym included. As the hotel
is located on the wild Atlantic way its location is ideal for

walking. There will be pick up from and back to Sligo train
station included.
On our final evening we will enjoy a gala postChristmas dinner followed by an Irish Cabaret and the
usual visit from Santa. This four-night break is outstanding
value at only €225 per person sharing, single supplement
is €5 extra per night. Early booking is essential especially
for single rooms as they’re on a first come basis.

Santa Susanna Costa Brava (May 2020)
We have a wonderful seven-night tour to beautiful Costa
Brava in Spain. Departing from Dublin Airport on 24 May
2020, this tour will include B&B plus seven nights’ dinner,
staying in the four-star Florida Park Hotel. Guided coach
tours will include Barcelona, Monserrat, Girona and a halfday trip to the lovely beachside resort of Tossa de Mar.
Pick up from and return to the airport and one piece of
checked-in luggage included. Flights TBC. The hotel is in a
very central location with shops and cafés a stroll outside
the hotel door while the beach is across the road from
the hotel, which has some fantastic amenities including
outdoor and indoor swimming pools, spacious lounges
and an excellent choice of food.
The cost of this tour is €795 per person sharing and
€30 per night extra for single supplement, as usual
single rooms are limited and will be booked on a firstcome basis. Staged payments will be accepted and travel

insurance will be required. Early booking is essential as the
tour is limited to 50 places.
A booking deposit of€200 per person will be required,
and must be paid directly to McGinley Travel (quoting
‘GSRMA Spain’) by phone on 074-9135201.

BOOKINGS: To secure your place on any of these outings or for
further information please contact GSRMA Social Committee members
Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679 or
Michael O’Riordan on 086-8177985.
Note: Single rooms are allocated by hotels and are strictly on a
first-come basis as numbers are restricted by individual hotels.
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Letters to the
Editor
The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

UNIFORM COST OF EDUCATION LOWER THAN EARLY
50s
Dear Editor,
A lot of complaints have been reported in the media in recent weeks regarding the cost of school uniforms.
Here are some statistics which pales in comparison to the cost of today’s uniforms. My school uniform for boarding school
in 1951 was £15-15s. My older sister was then a qualified primary school teacher and her salary was £20 per month.
So, my uniform cost 75pc-plus of a teacher’s salary. In today’s terms that is €1,800! Boarding school fees were £55 per year,
or 10 weeks’ salary for a teacher, which today is €6,000!
Piano was £5 per year, i.e. €600, laundry €1-10s which is €150 today. A blazer was added two years later for £3-10s – more
than 60pc of week’s salary, and a shirt at £1-10s.
Did I appreciate the sacrifices my parents had to make on a farm in South Leitrim? I hope I did when I also trained to be a
primary teacher. They were ahead of their time.
Brid Fetton
Ferrybank, Co. Waterford
GSRMA Waterford Branch

STATE MUST ENSURE EU HAS AID PACKAGE FOR
NO-DEAL BREXIT
Dear Editor,
The Government’s plans to have no Border checks at the point of crossing will, I am sure, be music to the ears of smugglers.
That there are no checks for goods and services at the point of entry is contrary to the spirit and legality of the single market
and the customs union.
It will create major difficulties for other EU states given their proximity to other non-EU nations, excluding those within the
European Economic Area.
Those promoting Brexit don’t want regulatory alignment, they don’t want a backstop and they don’t want to pay the €39
billion divorce bill, which is very much part of the EU’s agreement with the British government. They know the EU is not for
tuning after years of negotiations, so the ball is firmly in their court.
Simon Coveney’ s statement – “we are not going to put checks on the Border or close to it” – seems a little bit naive, if not
foolhardy, given the other members states must also agree on how this European border is managed and manned.
While the October deadline looms, it behoves Ireland to ensure jobs and businesses are buffered against any threat from
the UK’s withdrawal, with or without a deal, and the EU has a financial package in place to compensate for any losses which
Ireland will incur.
No one should be under any illusion of the long-term consequences of a ‘No Deal’ Brexit given Johnson’s buffoonery and
lack of detail.
Ireland, as a Nation, must not be bullied into decision making that will set us back post the 2008 economic collapse, leaving
us further in debt and leaving the taxpayer carrying the ‘proverbial can’.
Christy Galligan
Letterkenny, Co Donegal North
GSRMA Donegal Branch
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Letters to the
Editor
The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

INEQUALITY OF PENSIONS PAID TO GARDAÍ

Dear Editor,

I refer to Peadar Daly’s letter in the summer edition of ‘Síocháin’. What’s at issue is the inequality of pensions paid to Gardaí
who retired before 1 January 1993, and members who retired afterwards, due to receipt of pensionability of unsocial hours
allowances. Is this situation fair?
The simple answer is ‘No’. After all both groups worked unsocial hours as part of their roster duties. Pensionability of
unsocial hours was agreed by the staff associations’ under a National Pay Agreement-Programme for Competitiveness and
Work (PCW).
This long-standing claim did not come for nothing and in return serving Gardaí agreed to a number of productivity measures,
the payment of an additional superannuation contributions (1.75%) and a further once-off deduction from their gratuity.
Unfortunately the commencement date became effective from 1 January 1993, thereby excluding all retirees before that date.
Legal advice available to Central Committee, I am told, indicates that there is no legal basis to challenge the exclusion of pre1993 retirees from the benefits of the Agreement.
This again, for me, illustrates the urgent need for representation and negotiations during Public Service Pay talks. Retired
public servants including Gardaí in the past could in most instances rely on serving colleagues to look after their pension
interest during pay talks but, as present pay-parity arrangement is now time limited, this will no longer apply.
The Alliance of Retired Public Servants is seeking to establish some type of negotiating rights. Otherwise the value
of pensions will be eroded over time. The other matters raised in the letter will be brought to the attention of the Central
committee at September’s meeting.
Sincerely
Joe Dirwan
GSRMA Central Committee Member

‘THE DARKENING AGE’ RAISES LIGHT ON SUBJECT
Dear Editor,

Holly Barrett, in her prize-winning letter of 30 June, laments the fact that this country is virtually bereft of statues to woman
and she wonders why. There are reasons for everything and the indications are that this symbolic gender imbalance and the
misogyny associated with it had its origins largely in the formation of the Christian religion.
For five centuries, prior to the Christian era, a statue of the Goddess Athena representing wisdom, peace and love towered
high over her beloved city and cradle of civilisation Athens, while her subjects were engaged in creating a society that was
unprecedented anywhere on earth in terms of knowledge and enlightenment.
It was then that the greatest of all Greek tragedies unfolded when Christian mobs turned their wrath, not just upon this statue,
but also on the whole of classical antiquity. Events of the aforementioned period of history and what transpired subsequently
arising out of it are well documented in literature and in the libraries of the world.
In this respect Catherine Nixey’s book ‘The Darkening Age’ might be a good starting point for anyone interested in finding
out more about this essential subject. It has been kept under wraps by organised religions, of both the western and the eastern
persuasions and elsewhere, for far too long.
Regards,
Pat Daly
Midleton, Cork
GSRMA Cork City Branch
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ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

CREDIT UNIONS AND
FEXCO JOIN FORCES
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, one of 16
of Ireland’s largest credit unions, has
announced the €10 million collaboration
with Fexco, the Irish-based international
financial technology company, in the
formation of a new joint venture to be
named Metamo.

M

etamo is a 50:50 joint venture between the 16
investing credit unions incorporated under the
name MetaCU and Fexco, one of Ireland’s largest financial
services companies. MetaCU credit unions represent over
480,000 members across the country, including over
30,500 from St Paul’s Garda Credit Union. and combined
assets of over €3 billion (c.19% of the sector).
The primary objective of Metamo is to support credit
union viability and sustainability through the provision
of a more complete and modernised suite of financial
products including enhanced lending capabilities.
Metamo is also uniquely positioned to develop
more efficient operating systems for St Paul’s Garda
Credit Union in areas such as process improvement, risk
management and technology delivery.
Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s Garda Credit Union,
said he was convinced the joint venture will allow his
credit union to “enhance our service and products to
the benefit of our members, both serving and retired,
nationwide”. Becoming part of the Metamo joint venture
will mean we can modernise to keep pace with other
financial service provider, he added.
MOST TRUSTED BRANDS
Minister for Finance Paschal Donohoe TD, said that credit
unions hold a unique and special standing as one of the
most trusted brands in the country.
“They continue to provide invaluable services to
local communities promoting financial inclusion. This
collaboration within the sector will support its continued
viability and sustainability. Members of all credit unions
stand to benefit from the enhanced products and services,
more efficient operations and improved service delivery
that Metamo will provide.”
The Minister noted that collaborative efforts for
the sector can come in many forms and he said he was
encouraged by, and supportive of, the many projects
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Pictured at the launch of Metamo Credit Union (l-r): Minister for
Finance Paschal Donohoe, Denis McCarthy, CEO of Fexco, and
Joe O’Toole, Chair of MetaCU.

designed to drive the sector forward, including the
venture being launched by Metamo.
The initial focus of the venture is on collaboration
between Fexco and the investing credit unions to
identify and develop products and solutions required by
members. Metamo will offer these solutions to all other
credit unions in the country who are not part of the joint
venture in order to sustain the continued development of
the sector.
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE
Joe O’Toole, Chairperson of MetaCU – the entity
comprising the 16 credit unions investing in Metamo
– said: “Metamo brings unprecedented scale to any
previous sector initiative and signals a new and exciting
development in the financial services industry. The
company will deliver new income streams and improved
processes for the investing credit unions and has the

Pictured at the launch (l-r): Joe O’Toole, Chair of MetaCU,
Brendan O’Leary, St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, and Denis
McCarthy, CEO of Fexco.

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

METACU MEMBER CREDIT UNIONS
Name

County

Altura

Wexford

Cara

Kerry

DubCo

Dublin & nationwide

First Choice

Mayo

Killarney

Kerry

Limerick & District

Limerick

Mallow

Cork

People First

Laois/Kildare

Savvi

Dublin

Skibbereen &
Bandon

Cork

St Canice’s

Kilkenny

St Francis Ennis

Clare

St Paul’s Garda

Nationwide

Synergy

Cork

Thurles

Tipperary

Wexford

Wexford

potential to transform the entire sector.”
He said that Fexco had been identified as a
partner based on their familiarity with the sector,
having provided foreign exchange services to credit
unions for over 20 years. “In addition, we will benefit
from Fexco’s technical expertise and commercial
delivery focus.
“For Metamo, Fexco is a natural fit. The
multi-million euro investment by the credit unions
and Fexco in the establishment of Metamo, is a
significant vote of confidence in the future of these
credit unions.”
SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITIES
Denis McCarthy, CEO of Fexco, commented:
“Participating in Metamo allows Fexco to leverage
two of our key strengths; strategic investment and
new product development. Like the credit unions,
Fexco understands the value of supporting local
communities, and we remain loyal to Killorglin
where the company was first founded, employing
approximately 1,000 staff there today.”
Enjoying a “longstanding relationship with the
credit union sector in Ireland having provided foreign
exchange services to them for over two decades”,
McCarthy now looks forward to broadening the
scope of that work through the establishment of
Metamo which, through strong collaboration, he said
“will ultimately safeguard the sector while delivering
better products for members”.

About St Paul’s Garda Credit Union: The credit union
serves the needs of serving and retired Gardaí, including
Garda staff, Reserve members and their families. St Paul’s
has grown from humble beginnings in 1967, when 13
members of An Garda Síochána pooled the sum of 13 halfcrowns, to the present day where it has greater than €358
million in assets, over 30,500 members, and a loan book in
excess of €130 million.
It provides one of the widest range of services and some
of the most competitive loan rates to members in the sector.
This has been achieved with the support and confidence
that the members have and continue to place in St Paul’s.
For more information visit www.stpaulscu.ie/
About Metamo: Founded in 2019, Metamo is a 50:50
joint venture between 16 of Ireland’s largest credit unions,
incorporated under the name MetaCU and Fexco, one of
Ireland’s largest financial services companies.
The primary objective of Metamo is to support credit union
viability and sustainability through the provision of a more
complete and modernised suite of financial products.
Metamo will focus on three key areas:
• Product & Technology Development: Working in
collaboration with member credit unions, Metamo will
develop and scale viable new products and services that
will power the entire credit union sector.
• Access: Metamo will enable participating credit unions
to access stronger collective bargaining power at
market level.
• Expertise: Metamo will provide access to professional
expertise and dynamic services enabling credit unions
to meet the needs of their members. Services will be
available to all credit unions wishing to avail of them.
Metamo is based in Kerry with offices in Dublin. The
company is now actively recruiting its senior management
team, having appointed Neil Hosty as CEO in 2019. For
more information visit www.metamo.ie
About Fexco: Recognised as an established fintech
organisation, Fexco employs over 2,300 people across
its suite of companies. Founded in 1981, Fexco is
headquartered in Killorglin, Co. Kerry and now has
operations in 29 countries across Europe, the Middle East,
Asia-Pacific, North America and Latin America.
Fexco serves some of the world’s biggest brands across
multiple industries, predominantly in the payments and
FX sectors, through a wide range of products and services
including Dynamic Currency Conversion (DCC), MultiCurrency Pricing (MCP), Tax Free Shopping and Retail FX.
It also offers bespoke managed business solutions
and outsourcing services as well as a suite of payment
management solutions through its corporate payments
business. For more information visit www.fexco.com

Síocháin 59

LIDDY MEDAL AWARDS

LIDDY MEDALS
REWARD DUTY AND
COURAGE
GSRMA congratulates the latest Liddy Medal winners, who were presented with their
awards at the Annual Conference in Athlone’s Sheraton Hotel in June. The Central
Committee now hopes to make this awards ceremony part of the annual conference
proceedings, according to Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

T

he GSRMA has plans for new regional forums and the
Central Committee will shortly put in place the final
touches to those arrangements.
A sufficient number of Liddy Medal awards may form
part of these regional forums, and more information will
be available in due course.
If you were you injured on duty, while a serving
member of An Garda Síochána, then have you ever
considered making an application for a Liddy Medal? If so
then now is the time to apply.
“Perhaps you were an applicant in the past and for
some reason your application was rejected. As we have
previously advised in ‘Síocháin’ magazine there’s now new
criteria for applications to be considered. In the past there
was an onus on the applicant to supply copies of old

Garda history sheets and medical records. However, this
proved difficult and impossible in many cases.
Therefore, the new criteria caters for affidavits from
former colleagues who have knowledge of injuries you
have sustained.
Archive records of newspaper reports that can be
sourced online are eligible for entry . If you wish to apply
then email: info@gardaretired.com, phone 01-4781525
or drop a line to GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street,
Dublin 8.
You must be a member of GSRMA to submit an
entry. Branches can also apply for a Liddy Medal for
one of its Branch members, by nominating this member
for consideration for a Liddy Medal, and by supplying
whatever material they have to support that nomination.

GSRMA congratulates the following recipients of the Liddy Medals – Patrick J Ryan, Matt John Ryan and Liam Duffy
– pictured with Matt Givens, GSRMA President, at the awards presentation during this year’s Annual Conference in
Athlone’s Sheraton Hotel in June.
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John Ryan – GSRMA Award Citation
This is to certify that John Ryan [16507G] while
serving as a member of An Garda Síochána on
27 June 1988 at Mayorstone, Limerick City was
seriously injured in the discharge of his duty.
On that date Garda John Ryan together with a
number of other Gardaí were on duty at Bohemians
Rugby Football Club, Thomond Park Limerick.
Garda Ryan was despatched approximately 10pm
to that area as a result of an anonymous call that
the premises were being burgled. On arrival he
exited the patrol car and went to the rear of the
club premises. There he observed at least five men
running from the scene. Garda Ryan and Garda
GSRMA President Matt Givens pictured with John Ryan and his
Collins went in pursuit on foot.
family.
The offenders scattered some climbed a mound
of earth and scaled a wall into Ballynanty. Garda Ryan cornered three of the culprits, all of whom were known to him.
As Garda Ryan was waiting for assistance, one was shouting to his fellow offenders we will get time for this. He lunged
at Garda Ryan with a Stanley Knife and cut him on the side of the neck. Despite his serious injuries Garda Ryan held on
to this culprit, one Thomas O’Halloran. Another culprit then assisted O’Halloran in his assault of Garda Ryan.
Yet despite all this Garda John Ryan held on to his prisoner, the offender that attacked him with the knife.
Assistance arrived and O’Halloran was disarmed and arrested and taken to Mayorstone Garda Station with other
prisoners.
Garda John Ryan was immediately taken to Regional Hospital at Dooradoyle Limerick for treatment to his injuries.
He was bleeding profusely and required sutures to the side of his neck. He was extremely lucky that the injury was not
slightly lower as the consequences could have been fatal. Garda John Ryan showed courage and complete devotion to
duty on the occasion, as despite his serious injuries he persisted until assistance eventually arrived and he handed over
his prisoner.
In testimony whereof the Injury Award Liddy Medal has been awarded.
Matthew Givens, President
Paschal Feeney, General Secretary
(Dublin 12 June 2019)

Liam Duffy – GSRMA Award Citation
This is to certify that Liam Duffy [17885C], while serving as a
member of An Garda Síochána on 7 May 1980 at Bridewell, Dublin
City, was seriously injured in the discharge of his duty.
On 7 May 1980 Garda Liam Duffy was on duty at St Teresa’s
Gardens, Donore Avenue, Dublin 8, as part of his normal duties as a
member of Crime Task Force.
A high-speed chase unfolded when a motor cycle was taken
from the Clontarf area of the city. A number of Garda vehicles were
involved in the pursuit of the vehicle and Garda Liam Duffy and his
colleague on the day, John Sullivan, were directed to the scene to
assist.
The motor cycle glanced off the side of the vehicle Garda Duffy
was travelling in. Liam succeeded in capturing and arresting the
offender. Other Garda vehicles were arriving on the scene and in the
confusion one vehicle struck Garda Liam Duffy and he was thrown
into the air crashing through the windscreen of the patrol vehicle.
Liam was taken to the Meath Hospital at the time where he was

GSRMA President Matt Givens pictured with
Liam Duffy and his daughters.
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treated for the serious injuries he sustained to his head, face and upper body, cracking a number of ribs with injuries to
his arms and legs. Liam discharged himself from hospital to attend to urgent domestic matters as his wife was about to
give birth.
In testimony whereof the Injury Award Liddy Medal has been awarded.
Matthew Givens, President
Paschal Feeney, General Secretary
Dublin 12 June 2019

Patrick J. Ryan – GSRMA Award Citation
This is to certify that Patrick J. Ryan [15127M] while serving as a member of An Garda Síochána on 17 May 1974,
attached to Special Detective Unit (SDU), was seriously injured in the discharge of his duty.
On 17 May 1974 Garda
Patrick J. Ryan was
assigned covert duties in
the wake of the Dublin/
Monaghan Bombings, in the
Churchtown area of Dublin
City. Patrick was driving a
motor cycle, while searching
for suspects.
As Patrick drove into the
Holylands a child aged about
four years ran out chasing
a football. Patrick swerved
to avoid collision with the
child. The front wheel struck
the football and sent Patrick
careering into the air.
Patrick landed on the road
and the motor cycle came
down on top of him causing
serious injuries to him. Locals
came to his assistance and
Patrick identified himself to
GSRMA President Matt Givens pictured with Patrick J Ryan and his wife.
them as a member of An
Garda Síochána, and asked
them to contact Rathfarnham Garda Station.
Assistance arrived and Patrick was removed by ambulance to St Vincent’s Hospital. Luckily the child escaped any
injury. Patrick suffered two broken arms, broken and cracked ribs and severe injury to his right leg. The injuries to his
ribs were caused by his official firearm and radio jamming into his ribs with the impact of the motor cycle coming down
on top of him.
Patrick remained off work as a result of his injuries for approximately five weeks. He returned to work and was
assigned duties in the Chief Superintendent’s Office, up until the time he retired in 1995.
In testimony whereof the Injury Award Liddy Medal has been awarded.
Matthew Givens, President
Paschal Feeney, General Secretary
Dublin 12 June 2019
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GARDA AND DMP
AMALGAMATION
It is just 94 years since the amalgamation of An Garda Síochána and the Dublin
Metropolitan Police – two disparaging police forces who eventually came together with a
certain amount of disgruntlement and suspicion of each other, writes Donal J. O’Sullivan,
Tralee Branch.

T

he Garda Síochána, as such, remained ‘in situ’ while
the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DM.P) sacrificed its
insignia and pride during the transaction under the ‘Police
Forces Amalgamation Act, 1925, which represented a
major event in both of their histories.
As far back as 1916, suggestions were made that
the DMP and the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) should
amalgamate but the idea was vehemently opposed by
the then DMP Commissioner General W.R.E. Murphy on
grounds that Dublin had special policing problems and
that the DMP was a city and civil police force, while the
RIC was largely rural and semi-military in nature.
From the commencement of peace talks between
the Irish and English delegates prior to the Treaty it
became quite clear that the disbandment of the RIC
was a foregone conclusion. This was due to the strained
relationships which existed between the Force and the
nationalist population, which had been aggravated by the
imposition of the Black and Tans and the Auxiliaries on
the Force in 1920 and 1921.
The question of disbanding the DMP never seems to
have arisen as it was regarded as an unarmed and civil
police force. The DMP had taken a lot of ‘flak’ as a result
of the 1913 lock-out and the Force was perceived as
being on the side of the merchant princes and aristocracy
of Dublin while it allegedly displayed little feeling for the
poor and tenement dwellers of the city.
During the 1916 Rising, three members of the
Force were killed and 12 of its members were killed by
Republicans between 1919 and 1922. During the latter
period however it was not subjected to the same attacks
or frequency of murders as the RIC.
A DIFFICULT MARRIAGE
Shortly after the foundation of the Irish State, the DMP
changed its name to ‘Poilini Ath Cliath’ – all uniform
buttons, buckles, badges and insignia bore this title up to
the time of amalgamation. Despite the change of name
after 1922, the title never appears to have legal sanction
or recognition from the Irish State as it is not referred to in
any way in the 1925 Act.
The ‘marriage’ of the two Forces was a difficult one,

Minister for Justice Kevin O’Higgins inspects the DMP
Guard of Honour at the Phoenix Park Depot on the
occasion of the amalgamation of the Dublin Police with
the Garda Síochána in 1925.
due mainly to the personal interest and commitment
of the Minister for Justice Kevin O’Higgins. He was ably
aided and abetted by his Department Secretary Kevin
O’Shiel, and both Ministers were doggedly determined to
see the amalgamation going through.
The principal motive of both men was to have just
one police Force for the entire state and to establish a
detective division for the entire force. Up to that time
the Irish army was responsible for investigating crime of
a subversive nature in the state and O’Higgins and Shiel
wanted the Garda Síochána to take over this role.
The DMP had a detective division and by virtue of
the amalgamation this formed the base for a detective
division in the amalgamated Force under the direction of
D/Chief Supt David Neligan who had been in charge of
the detective section in the DMP.
DMP COMMISSIONER OPPOSED
DMP Commissioner General W.R.E. Murphy had been
appointed to the position in 1923. He was very strong
in his opposition to the proposed amalgamation and
pointed out that since his appointment he had succeeded
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in raising the morale of the D.M.P through involvement in
sport etc.
All points of his objections were disregarded by Kevin
Shiel and provision was made in the relevant Act which
appointed General Murphy as Deputy Commissioner of
the amalgamated Force. The members of the DMP had
several fears about the proposed amalgamation – the
foremost being that they could be subject to a transfer to
any part of the state.
The Joint Representative Body of the Garda Síochána
also expressed concern about the proposal; they failed
to see how they could practically work with the DMP
representatives and felt that they [the DMP] would have a
different agenda due to the nature of their shift work.
The DMP had already 90 years of policing experience
and had also policed the capital of the country, while the
Garda Síochána was only a fledgling force founded three
years earlier. These facts together with their individual
height advantage, psychologically gave a feeling of
‘superiority’ over their country colleagues.
An air of aloofness existed between the DMP and the
remainder of the country up to the 1960s and in 1961
members from the DMP who took a stand in relation
to pay and working conditions terminating with the
Macushla Ballroom Affair in 1961. By that time all of
the old DMP men had retired and a younger generation
manned the force.
Following the amalgamation the old Dublin
Metropolitan boundary remained in place and the
area was retained as a new Garda Division with its
own internal administration with separate transfer and
promotion regulations and with its old work practices
remaining in place.
PENSION ARRANGEMENTS
One extraordinary problem cropped up in connection with
the amalgamation in that the DMP were paid from the
local rates in Dublin City. In 1925 this amounted to a levy
on all the rates of eight pence in the pound valuation. A
decision was taken to reduce this charge by one penny in
the pound over each of the following eight years and that
the balance of their pay would be taken up by the Irish
State as time progressed.
Some of the provisions of the Act were as follows:
“The Police District of Dublin Metropolis’ shall henceforth
be’ The Dublin Metropolitan Area’;
‘The Amalgamated force shall be called and known as the
Garda Siochana’;
’The appointment of Commissioners; Deputy and
Assistant Commissioners’;
’The ranks to correspond in the new force’;
’Provision for pay and pensions’;
’The transfer of men from the DMP for duties outside
the DMP was prohibited without their consent’[This was
deliberately included in the legislation to counteract the

Members of the DMP before amalgamation with the
Garda Síochána with Station Sergeant Carruthers from
the Mountjoy Division (c. 1922-25).
huge fear which DMP members had of being transferred
to the country after amalgamation].
Within the DMP, various arrangements were made to
facilitate members who did not wish to transfer to the
Garda Síochána. Suitable pension arrangements were
made for those who wanted to retire.
A total of 578 members of all ranks retired in batches
– 212 of them were due for retirement in the ordinary
course anyway. Several promotions were made prior to
the amalgamation. In October 1923 the entire staff of
31 members attached to Oriel House had transferred to
the DMP Detective Branch, headed by D/Chief Supt David
Neligan.
The total number of members from the DMP who
transferred to the Garda Síochána were Commissioner
W.R.E. Murphy; two Chief Superintendents; seven
Superintendents; 25 Inspectors; 40 Station Sergeants;
145 Sergeants and 925 Constables. On amalgamation,
all the DMP members were obliged to take the oath then
applicable to new members of the Garda Síochána.
KEVIN STREET STATION
When recalling the amalgamation of the Forces it would
be remiss not to mention the recent closing of the old
Garda Station at Kevin Street. It would appear to have
been the oldest police station in use in Ireland. It was also
probably the oldest inhabited building in use in Dublin. It
had been the residence of the Archbishops of Dublin from
1184 a.d. until it was taken over by the DMP in 1836.
A stone plaque on the wall gave it the title of Palace
of the Sepulchre. While the HQ of the DMP was located
in Dublin Castle, Kevin Street always had a certain iconic
status as it was the training base for the DMP and the
mounted unit for the city force was also based there.
The old police lantern attached to the station is
possibly the oldest police artifact in Ireland. Let us hope
that it is protected and kept as a treasure for future
generations to remind us that this was the first station of
the Dublin Metropolitan Police.
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GSRMA TO FACE
PAY-PARITY
CHALLENGES
The key pension issues facing the GSRMA are pension restoration, pension increases and
negotiation rights. After the expiration of the current Public Service Sectoral Agreement
(PSSA) on 31 December 2020, the Public Service Pension Deductions (Pension Levy) will
have finished for most members, writes Joe Dirwan, GSRMA Central Committee.

A

small cohort will
remain subject to
the levy and the Financial
Emergency Act in the
Public Interest (FEMPI)
used by Government
to bring in pay cuts
remaining on the statute
books.
Often forgotten in
public discourse is that
Public Sector Pensions
have not increased since
2008 while the State
Pensions (Old Age) has
increased by €18 per
week over the last four
Joe Dirwan, GSRMA Central
years.
Committee.
Catch-up increases in
pensions were partially restored to post 1 March 2012
retirees but applied in a mean spirited way to basic
pension and not to allowances. The rent allowance was
integrated into basic pay in 2017 for serving members and
this could result in no future increases in this allowance for
pension purposes.
The increase of €500 in rent allowance awarded to
serving members’ as part of a pay deal should have
been applied on a pro-rata to retired members; despite
representations to the Department this commitment to
date has not be honoured.
Parity is due to expire on 31 December 2020, and this
‘lifeline’ was achieved through the actions of the Alliance
and (ICTU) Irish Congress of Trade Unions as the law
already exists for its abolition since 2013.
CAMPAIGN REVIEWED
A total of 17 organisations were represented at the
Alliance of Retired Public Servants (ARPS) meeting on 30
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April, where a full review of the campaign and actions
taken for retention of Pay-Pension Parity was undertaken.
Arising from the report from the meeting with DPER
on 28 February, the late payments were discussed –
both PSPR restoration due on 1 January and ‘catch-up’
increases due to post March 2012 retirees.
The extent of this issue and the absence of meaningful
responses from DPER were highlighted. It was agreed that
a meeting be sought with Minister Donohoe with a view
to having the issue resolved.
Disappointment was recorded that no arrears were paid
in respect of allowances and this matter will be pursued
further. The report from the meeting with Deputy Brid
Smith on 4 April prompted discussion on the negotiation
rights issue.
The opinion was expressed that it could happen if there
was a willingness on the part of the Government to make
it happen. There is a reluctance at this juncture to explore
the legal route as advanced by GSRMA because of the
cost implications.
The meeting was also briefed about a combined union
approach on ‘pension parity’ which had resulted in all
three teacher unions devoting time to it -simultaneouslyat the Easter Conferences.
It was acknowledged that the major issue was to
educate the younger members and retired members
(parity) about the seriousness of the issue.
SINGLE PENSION SCHEME
All public servants since 2013 are signed up to a
new Single Pension Scheme paying a much higher
contributions with future retirement pensions, based on
career averages linked to the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
The wider public sector unions are believed to be
sympathetic to reviewing the 2013 scheme and this
may feature in future pay-talks. It is not known how
the unions or government will approach the matter and
illustrates the need for Central Committee to have regular
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ongoing contact with representative bodies’ for serving Gardaí.
The issue of achieving retention of parity on termination of
the PSSA, was acknowledged as being difficult from a ‘publicity’
viewpoint, noting the public perception that Public Service
pensions are good while at the same time there is little or no
public dialogue on the fact that retired public servants have not
received any increases in their pensions since 2008.
UNIVERSAL PAYMENT REVIEW
Recent rumblings from Regina Doherty, Minister for Employment
Affairs and Social Protection, of being in favour of carrying out a
review/adjustment of the universal payment of the contributory
state pensions, plus linking increases to the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), does not augur well for the future.
The Alliance is firmly of the view that it’s up to the affiliated
organisations and unions to educate their own members about
the Government’s negative attitude as illustrated by the increases
in the retirement age in the public service, the 2013 Act’s linkage
to CPI and career averaging.
There was unanimous agreement that preserving parity must
be our number one objective. The contact will be initiated with
the Pensions Authority and the response from the Financial
Services and Pensions Ombudsman (to one of the groups) was
not positive.

Pension, Catch-Up, Increases, Retired
Members Post-March 2012, Schedule
Increases apply to basic pension only:
1. 1 January 2018 annualised salaries were
increased by 1%.
2. 1 October 2018 annualised salaries were
increased by 1%.
3. 1 January 2019 annualised salaries up to
€30,000 were increased by 1%.
4. 1 September 2019 annualised salaries
increase by 1.75%.
5. 1 January 2020 annualised salaries up to
€32,000 increase by 0.5%.
6. 1 October 2020 annualised salaries
increase by 2%.

Pictured during the Commissioner’s Inspection in 1951 were:
Back Row (l-r): D/Garda Jack Chatten, Garda Jim Cullen, Garda P. Hynes, Garda Sam Shaw, Garda Peter Jennings,
Garda Dan Toal, unknown, Garda Pat McGool, Garda John Fahy, Garda Charlie McSee (PSV Inspector)
Middle Row (l-r): D/Sgt John Feighan, Garda John Duffy, Garda J. Flaherty, Garda Pat Kearney, Garda Maurice
Launders, Garda Pat Kiernan, Garda B. O’Boyle, unknown, Garda Peter Burke, Garda Mick Brady, and D/Garda Denny
Hayden.
Front Row (l-r): Garda Danny Sweeney, Sgt Tom Murphy, Sgt James Sharkey, C/Supt Robert Downey, Commissioner
Woods, Inspector Michael Horan, Sgt Ballantine, Sgt James Lappin and Sgt Vincent Quigley.
(Photo courtesy of Joe Hurley, Waterford Branch)
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SILVER
ANNIVERSARY IS
UNIQUE REUNION
A silver anniversary celebration in early
July was a unique occasion. Normally,
such Garda reunions comprise of those
members who joined together, but
the common denominator of the 50
or so former and serving Gardaí who
had assembled in the Aisling Hotel was
that they were all founding members
of the Garda Federation, recalls Donal
O’Gallachoir.

T

he Federation was officially formed in the Garda Club,
Harrington Street on 20 July 1994, primarily from
a collective disquiet over the machinations of the then
Garda Representative Association’s Executive.
Some of those in attendance at the reunion were
retirees in their early eighties while others were still
serving members of various ranks. Most of them had not
met since the late 90s and were now almost strangers to
one another.
As with all reunions, comments such as - he/she did
not get a day older or have changed a lot or indeed the
obvious question – who is that? – were regularly heard.
Hopefully assisting the introductions was a PowerPoint
display of photographs and newspaper cuttings of the
Federation’s halcyon days from 1994 to 1998.
Pride of place was given to a photograph of those
members who, in May 1994 at the GRA conference
in Galway, went out on a limb to publicly protest the
nefarious pay settlement agreed between the GRA and
the Department of Justice. History will acknowledge that
these members set the tone for future non-acceptance by
Gardaí of inferior pay settlements.
Other prominent photographs included those of
the five members of the GRA Executive who were so
publicly suspended by their Executive for seeking the
truth; a photograph of the first Federation members who
retired from the force, namely Pat Boyle of Castlebar
and the renowned baritone John Roche (RIP) of Garda
Headquarters, two men who were willing to stand on
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principle and join the newly-established organisation a
few months prior to their retirement.
Included also in the photographic presentation and
a regular presence at public meetings leading to the
formation of the Federation was the late and lamented
journalist Veronica Guerin RIP.
When most introductions were out of the way and
some refreshments were availed off, we sat down for
the formalities. Fear an Tí Stephen Sheerin, outlined the
arrangement leading to the reunion and then introduced
a number of speakers and guests.
HISTORY OF GARDA FEDERATION
Among those who addressed the gathering was the
former President of the Federation, Denis Gallagher,
Martin O’Connell formerly of Tallaght Station, who had
been the main Federation organiser in the South Dublin
region, and Eddie O’Donovan, former secretary as well
as Editor of the Federation’s iconic magazine – ‘Patrol’.
Eddie gave a detailed timeline account of the Federation’s
existence and history.
Acknowledged among the speeches and deeply
appreciated by the attendance was the generous
sponsorship of the reunion by both St Raphael’s Garda
Credit Union, St Paul’s Garda Credit Unions and the
Federation’s former Insurance Brokers, O’Driscoll and
O’Neill, arranged by our former Federation treasurer,
Gerry O’Brien.
Indeed, the support by both Garda Credit Unions in
1994, which was pivotal to the recruitment of c. 2,400
members by the Federation, was singularly highlighted.
A special guest, who gave a very passionate address
was the former Irish Times and Sunday Independent
Journalist and Broadcaster, Jim Cusack who had been a
frequent print and audio contributor on all Garda and
security issues in the 1990s.
In Jim’s far-reaching address, he expressed his
admiration for the stance taken by the Federation
especially on pay issues for younger members and his
public acknowledgement and empathy of the work
undertaken by An Garda Síochána in repelling the
terrorists of the IRA/Sinn Fein and others for over 30
years was exceptionally well received.
Needless to say, those present were delighted with
his comments and generally agreed that politicians and
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media alike have conveniently forgotten those who stood
between freedom and anarchy for over three decades.
Another very special guest was our former Office
Administrator Catherine O’Reilly who travelled from
Galway for the occasion. The selection of Catherine as
our in-house matriarch in 1994 was always accepted by
us as an exceptional appointment and her presence in the
Aisling Hotel certainly graced and enhanced the occasion.
Her attendance and contribution to the Federation was
subsequently acknowledged by a suitable presentation
to her by Joy Treacy on behalf of the organisers.

Catherine was given the honour of cutting the birthday
cake organised by our former Northside Representative
Seosamh O’Chonghaile.
So, 20 July passed without any official Garda
acknowledgment of the historic event of 25years ago,
but I feel sure that Garda historians will someday come to
accept it as a milestone in Garda History.
Not to be outdone, Federation members can justifiably
claim that they also made their own “small step for man”
on the silver anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s famous
“moon walk”!

REMEMBERING IRISH POLICE WHO DIED IN LONDON
Irish police historian Jim Herlihy’s long campaign for
recognition for the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and
the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) reached another
milestone when the DMP Commissioner attended a
reception to honour those police men and women who
died in the course of their duty.
The Commissioner’s words on the inscription are very
poignant reminder of the role played by the police in Irish
history – ‘Irish Police Remembered in London’.
This publication is the first to collectively remember the
casualties of following police forces in the island of Ireland
pre-1922 with all of the other police forces of the British
Isles:
The Belfast Borough Police, 1800-1865
The Belfast Harbour Police, 1824-1922
The Londonderry Municipal Police, 1832-1870
The Limerick (Night) Watch

The Dublin Police, 1786-1836
The Munster Constabulary, 1822-1836
The Ulster Constabulary, 1822-1836
The Connaught Constabulary, 1822-1836
The Leinster Constabulary, 1822-1836
The (Royal) Irish Constabulary, 1836-1922
The Dublin Metropolitan Police, 1836-1922
The Irish Revenue Police, 1832-1857
Since the greatest number of casualties highlighted in this
publication were from the RIC, it is envisaged to hold a
centenary commemoration in St Paul’s Cathedral, London
on 29 April 2022, where only one of two memorials exist
to the RIC (the other being in Westminster Cathedral,
London) to remember the 640 RIC casualties whose lives
were lost between 1836 and 1922.
In the meantime the campaign by the HARP Society
and its numerous supporters to have a suitable memorial
erected in the Republic of Ireland to the RIC and the DMP
continues.
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WHAT GARDA
MEMORIAL DAY MEANS
Marie Hyland says the Garda Memorial Day is very important
to her so that people like her father Garda Richard Hyland,
having given his life in 1940 protecting the State, are never
forgotten.

M

y father Richard Hyland [8333] was murdered on
16 August 1940 along with his colleague Patrick
McKeown. I was two years and eight months old and
my late brother Peadar was four months. I have no
physical memory of her father except as the man in the
photograph.
My mother, through necessity, returned to live with her
parents, who happily coped with their grandchildren and
a grief-stricken widow. My mother, a strong woman, lived
until 1979 – the week of the Pope’s visit.
The joint funeral for the murdered Gardaí was held at
the Carmelite Church White Friar Street. The deceased
and other Gardaí were on an operation at 98A, Rathgar
Road opposite the Presbyterian Church. Both the dead and
injured were removed to the Meath Hospital.
The babies were too young to attend the funeral and
hence my mother’s brother Garda Patrick O’Byrne and my
grandfather collected newspaper reports of the incidents
as a historical record for the children.
Legal documents show that my mother had to institute
proceedings against Dublin Corporation for the loss of her
husband. The claim was dismissed because she could not
prove malice. This result led to the Garda Compensation
Bill. The Gardaí had campaigned for such action in vain for
years.
Finally my mother’s solicitor lodged a claim in the
High Court on 27 March 1942 which was successful.
This whole saga must have been a terrible ordeal for my
mother who was very lucky to have her parents. The Garda
Compensation Act made a big difference to my family.
While no one would wish to be in that position, it is worse
to be without means as my mother was with the loss of
her husband. We were probably the first family to benefit.
TIME MOVES ON
My late brother Peadar and I went to Holy Faith Convent
on the Coombe. Peadar’s first teacher was a young nun
named Hogan whose brother was shot in Croke Park.
Peadar progressed to Synge Street and UCD on scholarship

to become an industrial chemist.
He was an accomplished rugby player before
succumbing to serious injuries. I trained as a nurse in
England and Scotland, before returning to work at Royal
City of Dublin Hospital Baggot Street where I still have an
involvement with the Trust.
As small children we were invited to Garda parties
in the Detective Unit at Dublin Castle. Our indulgent
grandfather walked us all over Dublin after school, and
one day we met Fr. Fergus O’Higgins a cousin of my
grandfather who enquired “are these the orphans?”
I was appalled at being called an orphan as my
grandparents treated us as an extension of their own
family. From the death of Superintendent Sean Gantly in
1948 to the death of Richard Fallon in 1970 there was no
Garda maliciously killed.
I knew former Garda Frank Eivers (RIP) and his sisters,
very well. He died escorting Dag Hammarskjold, when
their plane was attacked in 1961, incidents which I found
traumatic. Time moves on, Garda connections move on,
get promoted and die.
THE FINAL INSULT
When my mother died my father’s associates were all
dead. Despite her death notices identifying her association
there was no Garda representation at her funeral from the
organisation or staff associations.
The celebrant at her Mass in Clarendon Street, a longtime family friend, contacted the Gardaí at Store Street
who generously organised a motor-cycle escort. Recent
correspondence from Mr Barrett (HR Department) declared
that there is no record of my father – the final insult.
The Garda Memorial Day is very important to me so
that people like my father are not forgotten. His grandson
and great grandsons who live in Luxembourg are rightly
proud of my father who gave his life protecting the State
as should the Garda organisation. Perhaps the necessary
inclusiveness of Memorial Day could be emphasised in a
Garda Magazine.
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BAPTISM IN AGIA
MARINA CHAPEL IN
BUFFER ZONE
Working in Cyprus with the UN in
2014, where 12 Garda members make
this trip every year as part of the Irish
commitment to the peace-keeping effort
in that part of the world, Trevor Laffan,
Cork City Branch, who was one of those
on the tour that year, recalls a baptism in
no-man’s land to which he was invited.

component and the Greek Cypriot and the Turkish Cypriot
authorities such as the police and the local councils or
municipalities.
Anyone wishing to carry out any business within the
Buffer Zone must have UN permission or permits, so there
was regular interaction between us all.
BUFFER ZONE BAPTISM
It was in this capacity that I came to meet a man by
the name of Tassos Hadjilefteris in Dherynia, which is
situated near the Buffer Zone. He was the equivalent of
the town manager and he looked after the affairs of the
municipality or council.

I

n 1974 Turkey invaded
Cyprus and there was
a bloody conflict. The UN
were sent in to create
a barrier between the
two sides and maintain
the peace. That barrier
still exists today, and
it’s known as the Buffer
Zone.
Without going into
too much detail and
boring you to death, the
Buffer Zone is basically
a strip of no-mans-land
that runs from the east to
the west of the country
to separate the Greek
Cypriots in the south
from the Turkish Cypriots
in the north.
It’s mostly dusty,
desert type terrain and
while some farming does
go on there, access to
that whole area is very
much restricted.
Part of my role was
to act as a liaison person
between the UN military

Trevor Laffan pictured with a Cypriot family of a baby was baptised in a small little chapel
in the Buffer Zone.
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“

We met regularly and it was during one of these
meetings that Tassos introduced me to a lady with a
new-born baby who wanted the baby baptised in a small
little chapel in the Buffer Zone.
The chapel is called Agia Marina and this lady’s
grandmother and her mother were both baptised there,
and she wanted her little girl to follow suit.
When I say it’s a small chapel, I mean small. It dates
back to the 12th century and it’s dedicated to Saint
Marina who is thought to be the guardian of children.
Twenty people would fill it but it’s a lovely little place in
the middle of nowhere.
HOLY WATER SPRING
In the basement of the chapel there is a Holy Water
Spring which was once used by mothers of sick children
to cure them and outside, next to the church, there is a
small tree with lots of pieces of baby clothes attached to
the branches. If someone has a sick child, they sneak in
there and tie an item of clothing to the tree and ask Saint
Marina to make them better.
Tassos and I both wanted this Baptism to happen and
once the proposal was received by the powers that be
in the UN, they quickly agreed to pursue it, but it also
had to be agreed by the authorities on both sides of the
Buffer Zone. In fairness to all involved, it was agreed
without too much fuss but there were certain restrictions.
There are armed soldiers in lookout posts on the
northern side of the Buffer Zone and there are signs
indicating that certain areas are protected by land mines,
so it is important to ensure that any civilian activity is
properly marshalled.
Only a certain number of people could attend the
ceremony and a limited number of cars were allowed
into the Buffer Zone to get to the church and the
registration numbers of those cars and details of the
occupants had to be made available in advance of the
event.

Part of my role was to act as a liaison person between the UN military
component and the Greek Cypriot
and the Turkish Cypriot authorities
such as the police and the local
councils or municipalities. Anyone
wishing to carry out any business
within the Buffer Zone must have UN
permission or permits, so there was
regular interaction between us all

”

The rest had to park outside the Buffer Zone and walk
to the church. This presented a difficulty for the older
people because it was a good walk in rough terrain in
the heat of the May sun, so the UN organised a mini bus
to collect these people and deliver them to and from the
church.
It was an early start on the morning of the baptism
as a few volunteers were authorised to enter the Buffer
Zone at 6.30am to prepare the chapel. Tables and chairs
were set up outside where light refreshments would be
served afterwards.
It was a long, hot day, but everything went according
to plan. The invited guests adjourned to a local hall after
the ceremony where a proper celebration took place. The
parents of the child were delighted with their day and
they were very grateful. I was happy to have played a
small part in making it happen for the family.
KEEPING IN TOUCH
A few weeks ago, while I was in Cyprus, I was contacted
by Tassos. We have kept in touch over the years and
we are both retired now. He invited me to his house in
Dherynia for a coffee and it was lovely to meet him again
for a catch up.
When I left Tassos, I called to a pharmacy in Dherynia
on the way home. I know the owner and I wanted to say
hello. When I went in, he was busy with one of his staff,
but I told another staff member that I would wait until he
was free.
He soon appeared and asked me how he could help
me. I told him that I was just calling to say hello, but it
was obvious that he had no idea who I was. Then his
eyes widened as it began to dawn on him.
He grabbed my hand. He was genuinely happy to
see me and couldn’t wait to show me a picture of his
daughter who was baptised in the Agia Marina chapel
five years previously. I am regularly asked what it is that I
love about Cyprus. Well, it’s that kind of thing.
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BRIDEWELL GARDA STATION

FIRST GARDA
BARRACKS BUILT IN
1932 BY IRISH STATE
Moving ever closer to the centenary celebrations of the founding of An Garda Síochána,
‘Síocháin’ magazine focuses on the first Garda Station built by the Irish Free State – the
Bridewell Garda Station on Cornmarket Street in Cork City. A copy of an architectural
statement presented to Tim Bowe, Cork City Branch, a few years ago, gives a detailed
description of the Garda Station building.

T

he Cork Examiner
newspaper report of 13
June 1933 gives an account
of Gardaí getting possession
of their new redbrick
premises: Civic Guards
Take Over Possession
(Cork Examiner, 13 June
1933)
“The Cork Civic Guard
authorities took over
possession of their new
Bridewell situated at the
junction of Kyrl’s Street
and Cornmarket Street,
yesterday afternoon – 12
June1933. This building
was erected for the purpose
of accommodating the
men who had previously
occupied very limited
quarters at the North Mall,
and stands on the site of
the Old Cork Bridewell
destroyed during the Civil
Early morning sun reflects on the 86-year-old Bridewell Station in Cork City. (Photo
War period.
courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)
Possession was formally
in charge of the station. In all 36 men will be housed in
given to Chief Superintendent Carroll, Cork, by Mr
the new Bridewell. There is also a special quarters for the
Martin, Clerk of Works; but the proceedings were not
married sergeant, complete with separate entrance and
attended by ceremonial of any kind. Chief Supt Carroll
distinct from, although contained in the same building.
was accompanied by Supt T. McNeill, Inspector J. F. Ryan
Prior and subsequent to the arrival of the officers, the
(representing the Civic Guards), and Mr Parnell Martin,
Guards began to move in as they came off duty, their
architect (representing the Board of Works).
belongings and furniture being transferred that day by
The party then made a tour of inspection and were
lorries”.
accompanied by Station Sergeant E. Ryan, who will be
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1933 Bridewell Station Party (Cork)

Back Row (l-r): Garda Michael O’Reilly, 7220; Garda Tom Carroll, 7383; Gda. Pat Kerrigan, 4974; Garda Tony
Boyle,7210; Garda Patrick Fay 4799; Garda John Drennan, 3616; Garda James Neary, 6578; Garda Malachy Egan 472;
Garda Frank Coyne,7115; Garda Thomas Malley 4736.
Second Row (l-r): Gardaí Thomas ‘Horse’ Brown 2510 and Martin Hennessy, 7343.
Middle Row. (l-r):Gda.Thomas Keefe, 7213; Gda. Patrick Clifford, 7728; Gda. Patrick Burke, 7717; Gda. John O’Hara,
7313; Gda. Thomas Bryan, 7037; Gda. Patrick O’Connor; Gda. John Trears, 2967; Gda. Michael O’Connor, 7864; Gda.
Thomas Sheridan, 2895; Gda. Thomas Ryan, 7088.
Front Row (l-r.): Garda William ‘Bill’ Keefe, 5554; Garda Michael Gieran; Garda Charles L. O’Brien, 3841; Sgt I/C Ned
Ryan, 3217; Fr Kiely PP St Peter and Paul’s RC Church; Sgt Patrick Mitchel, 929; Sgt Thomas Kearns, 3197; Sgt Michael
John O’Grady, 7421; Sgt Patrick Cosgrove, 4174; Gda. William McNeill, 7588; Garda James O’Hara, 874.
(Photo courtesy of Leslie Rice, Cork City Branch)
CLASSICAL STYLE
A building of seven bays and two storeys, with annexed
screen wall to the west, facing Kyrl’s Street and seven
bays, two storeys on the return to Cornmarket Street with
two bay, two storey residential annex.
Built in 1932 it is in classical style. Tastefully and
economically conceived, there is at the same time a
generous use of cut and dressed limestone (most probably
Beaumont) that for the most part carries the main feature
work and for the rest contrasts harmoniously with the
wire-cut redbrick building rendering.
The mansard roof is slate, fronted by a substantial
cut limestone cornice and blocking course with a further
coursing of frieze beneath. There is a slight breakfront
topped by an imposing pediment and limestone panelled
tympanum containing a low relief carving of a harp within
a circle over a horizontal scroll lettered ‘Saorstat Eireann’.
The advanced front, houses the three central bays and
centre placed door case, the pilasters, scroll-bracketed
cap cornice and frieze of which are entirely in dressed
limestone as are all window sills and lintels. The admirably
proportioned windows are the same six over six tall sash
throughout in plain brick reveal with flat arches and
having keystones to those at ground floor.

ARCHITECTURAL STATEMENT
The continuous limestone plinth is laid in cut panels from
bottom of ground floor windows astride raised blocks
at base. Garda insignia in bronze is attached to frieze
over door. The rendering is redbrick on the ground floor
is horizontally rebated ashlar. The gate to the screen
wall is headed by a semi-circular arch with neatly placed
voussoirs and having a limestone keystone.
The return to Cornmarket Street has cornice cap, scroll
brackets and shorter pilasters over central window as door
case, and flanking bays reduced by one section. The upper
central window with similar flankers has a dressed stone
architrave. The two bay, two storey residential annex has
no blocking course.
The three upper windows, 4/4 tall sash, are unified
by architraves and string course (incorporating sills), the
central section having a connected cap cornice and flat
arch the entire featuring of this unit being in dressed
limestone.
There is a simple panelled door and rectangular fan
in plain reveal with flat brick arching over door and
ground floor 6/6 window. A very pleasing and controlled
architectural statement which is laudable, put together
and needs no further enhancement.
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MEMORIES OF THE
QUIET MAN
Anyone who ever knew Richard Farrelly
would agree that he was a quiet man,
and to expand on that description, he
was indeed a quiet gentleman. ‘Dick’,
as he was affectionately known, was
a member of An Garda Síochána who
spent the final period of his 39 years’
service in the finance department of the
Central Detective Unit at Dublin Castle,
writes Tony Ruane.

T

he collection of the weekly pay-cheque from the bank
and its conversion to cash,
for payment to the several
hundred members of the staff
at Dublin Castle, was Dick’s
regular task. Each individual
cash payment was rolled in a
sheet of headed paper, which
was called a ‘flyer’.
The amount was inscribed
on the outside in ball-pen. No
pay-slip was provided. Any
question about the contents of
the ‘flyer’ as usually met with
irritation by the clerical staff in
the office, but Dick Farrelly was
always tolerant and patient.
He would turn around
the big, dog-eared ledgers,
which contained the relevant
data and explain the varying
appetites of the taxman, or the
‘messman’ who looked after
the rations and catering.
THE ISLE OF INISFREE
A successful songwriter, Dick
succeeded in leaving his
indelible footprints in the sands
of time, with his classical song
‘The Isle of Inisfree’. On a bus
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journey to Dublin from his native Kells, Co. Meath, Dick
got the inspiration for this now classical composition.
As the old, green, single-decker bus rocked and
shuddered its way along the winding country roads,
some words and notes began to form in his head. By the
time he reached College St Garda Station (now Pearse
St) where he was serving as a Garda at the time, Dick
was ready to draft his creation onto paper. That night on
his tour of duty, from 10 pm to 6am, as he walked his
beat on Burgh Quay, Dick honed and fine-tuned the new
composition, which was circulating in his head.
Recorded by Bing Crosby in the early 1950s, the song
was an international smash-hit. On a visit to Ireland in
1950, film director John Ford heard the tune, which was
on everyone’s lips at the time. He immediately adapted
the song as the theme music for his new film ‘The Quiet
Man’.

This handshake contest involved ‘Red Will’ Danaher (Victor McLaglen) versus Sean
Thornton (John Wayne) in the local pub, with Jack McGowran (Feeney) supporting
his boss, and Father Lonergan, (Ward Bond) looking on from the rear.
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This little man places the luggage on the
ground and turning to face the American he
removes the pipe from his mouth and announces,
“Inisfree… this way!” This little man is Michalín
Flynn, the local jarvey played by my star of the
show, Barry Fitzgerald.
In transit to Inisfree the American introduces
himself as Sean Thornton and he points out a
cottage, which he says was his birthplace. He
mentions that he is planning to buy the cottage.
But he is warned by his jarvey, that this plan
may present a problem because of its current
complications.
MARY KATE DANAHER
A beautiful auburn-haired woman is seen
shepherding a flock of sheep on a nearby hillside
and the American asks, “Is that for real?” The
jarvey advises that the scene is merely a mirage
brought on by a terrible thirst for whiskey.
Sean Thornton lifts the Holy Water from the font for Mary Kate
In cautionary tones, the Jarvey informs the
to dip her fingers. Mickeleen Flynn holds a watching brief on the
visitor that this lovely young woman is called
right whilst on the left the old man played by Frank Ford, brother Mary Kate Danaher (played by the gorgeous
of the director also looks on.
Maureen O’Hara) and that “she has freckles in her
temper, like her blazing hair”. He also warns that she is
UNFAIR CREDIT FOR SONG
unavailable without the permission of her brother, Red
However, even though the tune was played 11 times
Will Danaher, a local boisterous bully.
throughout the film, neither Richard Farrelly’s name, nor
This part in the movie is played by Victor McLaglen, a
the name of the composition appeared in the production
huge man of English descent, a real ex-pugilist, who once
credits. Victor Young was unfairly credited with the
boxed Primo Carnera (nicknamed ‘The Ambling Alp’) in
penning of the full orchestration of the musical score.
the World Heavyweight Boxing Championship. He also
The epic film adapted from Maurice Walsh’s book,
boxed Jack Johnson in an exhibition bout, after Johnson
‘Green Rushes’ was set in 1920s Ireland. It tells the story
returned from Australia, where he took the World
of a wealthy Irish-American heavyweight boxer who quit
heavyweight title, beating the champ of the time, Tommy
the ring, having killed an opponent in his final contest.
Burns.
In an effort to forget his troubles, he returns to Ireland,
Victor McLaglen also won a best actor award, when he
intending to purchase the cottage of his birth, from which
starred in John Ford’s famous Irish movie ‘The Informer’.
his parents had emigrated during his early boyhood. John
McLaglen had a checkered career and also served for a
Wayne plays the boxer named Sean Thornton.
time as a Constable in the Canadian Police Force.
The renowned actress, Maureen O’Hara (RIP), plays
the part of Mary Kate Danaher, who becomes romantically
WEST-SIDE LOVE STORY
involved with the visiting yank.
The film proceeds to tell the story of the meeting and
His arrival by train in ‘Castletown’ station and the
matchmaking of Sean and Mary Kate with the eventual
confusion caused by his simple request for directions
confrontation between Sean Thornton and her bully-boy
to ‘Inisfree’ is an introduction to the hilarious romantic
brother “Red Will” Danaher who is also bidding for the
comedy to follow. (This fictitiously-named Castletown
cottage called ‘White O’Morn’.
railway station is, in fact, Ballygloonin, situated six miles
The ensuing fistfight that takes place in an arena
south of Tuam, Co. Galway).
stretching from one end of the village to the other is the
highlight and climax of the story. There is a happy ending
ARRIVAL OF THE ‘YANK’ BY TRAIN
that sees Sean and Mary Kate happily married and the
A man dressed in a railway uniform says to the new
brother, “Red Will” walking out with the local, wealthy
arrival, “Sure I’d bring you to Inisfree meself, only I hafta
Widow.
drive the thrain”. Surrounded by a group of enthusiastic
The small town of Cong, which straddles the Mayoadvisers, who seem to be pointing in several different
Galway border, was the location where ‘The Quiet Man’
directions, the bemused ‘yank’ is alerted by the sight of
was filmed, in the sweltering summer of 1951. Wandering
his baggage being carried away, down the platform, by a
through the village today, you would almost expect to
little man smoking a pipe.
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meet John Wayne and Maureen O’Hara
riding a tandem bicycle.
Unlike other directors, John Ford
used real buildings in the sets of this
film. They are still there today and
although some of the internal scenes
were filmed in Hollywood, most of
the outdoor scenes were shot in the
grounds of the beautiful Ashford
Castle.
DUKE AND SUGAR RAY ROBINSON
The star of this ‘Irish Western’, John
Wayne, is remembered as a hardworking perfectionist who was very
dedicated to his task. It is reported that
he tended to be moody and sometimes
after a hard day on the set, he would
drink heavily. He is reputed to have
loved the “black beer” called Porter,
and drank Irish Whiskey “by the neck”.
On one occasion, during the film
shoot, he tried to drown his sorrows,
Francis Ford, brother of director John Ford, John Wayne, Victor McLaglen,
when his idol, Sugar Ray Robinson,
Scotsman and a British WW1 Veteran who became an actor, John Ford,
lost his World Middleweight Title to
Director, and Barry Fitzgerald (seated front).
Britain’s Randy Turpin. John Wayne
had backed Sugar Ray heavily with the
THE BIG FIGHT
members of the film crew, who were mostly British. They
All of the energy they could muster was required for the
of course had backed their man to the hilt.
row in the threshing field. On the morning of the event,
In that World Title fight, Randy Turpin out-boxed
John Ford addressed all the participants. His instructions
the indestructible odds-on favourite Sugar Ray, and a
were that they should “go to the threshing field and raise
new Champion was crowned. John Wayne was deeply
hell”.
disappointed as a result.
Some of the local extras were a little too energetic
and
threw their weight around, resulting in injury to
GETTING IN THE LIGHT
Jack
McGowran (who played the part of Feeney, Will
The arrival of ‘rural electrification’ in that district of Mayo
Danagher’s
lackey) in the story.
caused major problems for the film crew. Timber poles to
The
scene
was shot several times and the two main
carry the electric wires were being erected in the Mayo/
contestants
in
the fight, John Wayne and Patrick Ford,
Galway district at that time.
who
was
standing
in for Victor McLaglen, had to be
The terrain around that area consisted of sheet
followed
wherever
they took their fight.
limestone not far below the ground surface, so the pole
That
evening
the
call to ‘wrap it up’ from John Ford’s
gangs had to drill out and blast the rock with explosives.
loudhailer
was
a
welcome
sound to all concerned, as they
On the film set, the microphones picked up the sounds
plodded
homeward
from
that
hot, sweaty field, after a
of the explosions and this caused much frustration to the
hard
day’s
filming.
film director. John Ford made an approach to the ESB and
they agreed to suspend operations until the film was ‘in
the can’.
On the evening of the big switch-on of the rural
electric light, the whole film crew gathered in the grounds
of Ashford Castle Hotel for a loud cheer and celebration
of the move into the light. The cheering was equally as
loud as the cheer that arose from Mayo Gaelic football
supporters on winning the Sam Maguire Cup for the third
time that year in 1951. The drinks were on the tab of the
very generous John Ford on the occasion of the switch-on
of the light in Ashford Castle.

SHEPHERDESS AND JACKO
The shooting of the scene involving Maureen O’Hara and
the flock of sheep presented its own difficulties and by all
reports, was nearly abandoned. A local sheepdog named
‘Jacko’ was used but he would not respond to Maureen’s
command. Hiding the sheepdog’s owner in a bush solved
this problem and the commands were given and received
with precision. (The scene of that shooting, I am told,
is the current third fairway of Ashford Castle Hotel Golf
Course)
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THE DUBLIN RELEASE
When the movie was released on 6 June 1952, there was
only one print available in Ireland. Herb Yates, Republic
Pictures, flew into Dublin for the premiere of their most
successful film to date. It provided John Ford with his
fourth Academy award and it was shown to full houses
for months in the
Adelphi Cinema
on Dublin’s Abbey
Street. That
cinema then had a
capacity of 2,300
seats.
People in rural
areas had to wait
a little longer to
see the epic film.
In Straide, Co.
Mayo we waited
for the arrival of a
projectionist, Fred
Blanchfield from
Balla, to arrive with
the movie, in his
Baby Ford Car.
There was great
excitement, as
the projector and
film spool, which
was as large as a
bicycle wheel, was
carried into the
cinema, St Patricks
Hall, which is now
the Davitt Museum
in Straide.
As a young
boy, in 1952, I
was much more
interested in the
workings of the
ticking projector
with its psychedelic
lights, than I was
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County
in the kissing,
Council, County Hall, Dún Laoghaire,
embracing and
Co. Dublin, Ireland
fighting that
Comhairle Contae Dhún Laoghairetook place on the
Ráth an Dúin, Halla an Chontae, Dún
screen.
Laoghaire, Co. Átha Cliath, Éire
Even though
I have watched
‘The Quiet Man’
numerous times
since then, I still
find it a source of
great enjoyment.

From the first haunting sounds of Dick Farrelly’s ‘The Isle
of Inisfree’ which is played for the first time during the
introduction credits until the ending, I am transposed to a
different world. If you have never seen this famous classic,
you now have a treat in store. If it doesn’t make you
laugh and cry, you must be made of stone.

www.dlrcoco.ie

Collaboration and
Commitment
Hits The Road

Tel: 01 205 4700 Fax: 01 280 6969 Web: www.dlrcoco.ie
DunLaoghaireRathdownCountyCouncil

@dlrcc
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CENTENARY
COMMEMORATIVE
SERVICE
DETECTIVE INSPECTOR
MICHAEL HUNT

A short centenary commemorative
service took place at Passlands Cemetery
in Monasterevin, Co. Kildare on 22 June
at the grave of RIC District Inspector
Michael Hunt, who was killed whist on
duty in Thurles, Co. Tipperary on 23
June 1919. Jim Herlihy, Cork City Branch,
looks back on the life and times of D.I.
Hunt.

M

ichael Hunt was born on 3 September 1873 in Co.
Sligo, son of Martin Hunt. He joined the Royal Irish
Constabulary (RIC) on 2 January 1893 and was allocated
registered number 55727, recommended by District
Inspector John Rolston, stationed at Ballymote, Co. Sligo.
On completion of his recruit training at the RIC
Depot in Phoenix Park, Dublin he was allocated to Co.
Offaly on 8 September 1893. He was transferred to
Newtownforbes, Co. Longford on 22 February 1899 and
from there to Drumlish, Co. Longford on promotion to the
rank of Acting Sergeant, where he is listed in the 1901
Census.
On 1 April 1901 he was promoted to Sergeant. He was
further promoted to the rank of Head Coonstable on 1
September 1907 and transferred briefly to Clonbollogue,
and then on 1 October 1907 to Carrick-on-Suir, Co.
Tipperary.
His further promotion to the RIC Officer class (the rank
of third-class District Inspector) came on 1 January 1911
and his transfer to Dingle, Co. Kerry, where he is listed in
the 1911 Census.
On 1 October 1912 he was further advanced in rank
to that of second-class District Inspector and on 14 March
1915 he was transferred to Thurles, Co. Tipperary, where
90 Síocháin

Relatives of D.I. Hunt attended a commemorative service
at Passlands Cemetery in Monasterevin, Co. Kildare
on 22 June to mark the centenary of his death. Light
refreshments were served afterwards in Monasterevin’s
Community Centre (a former RIC barracks), generously
provided by the Passlands Cemetery Committee.

he took up residence in the Railway House.
He received a third-class favourable record for
investigating a case of cattle stealing on 14 November
1916. He was awarded £12 per annum Good Service Pay
from 25 November 1917.

MICHAEL HUNT (1873-1919)

Captain Michael John Hunt, Royal Irish Regiment, Son of
District Inspector Michael Hunt, travelled from London in
uniform to attend his father’s funeral.
FAMILY
On 16 May 1900 he married Kathleen Mary Bell, daughter
of John Bell, West End, , Co. Monasterevin, Kildare
and they had six children – Michael John Hunt, born in
Monasterevin, Co. Kildare; Evangeline Hunt, born on
25 December 1901, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare; Cyril
Henry Hunt, born on 1 November 1906 in Drumlish, Co.
Longford; Vincent Joseph Hunt, born on 28 September
1909 in Carrick-on-Suir RIC Barracks, Co. Tipperary;
Kathleen Mary Hunt, born on 30 September 1908
in Carrick-on-Suir RIC Barracks, Co.
Tipperary and Lilian Hunt, born on 12
August 1911 in Grey’s Lane, Dingle, Co.
Kerry.
His eldest son, Michael John Hunt
received a commission in the Royal Irish
Regiment and was promoted to the
rank of Captain. However, he resigned
his commission and following in his
father’s footsteps, he was successful in
attaining a Cadetship in the Royal Irish
Constabulary on 4 January 1920. He
was pensioned on 19 May 1922, on
disbandment of the RIC.
DEATH, INQUEST & FUNERAL
On 23 June 1919 D.I. Michael Hunt
performed duty at Thurles Races in
charge of a party of RIC men. At 5.30pm

after he had performed this he was walking in uniform
in The Square at the top of Main Street in Thurles when
he was fired at three times in quick succession at close
range from behind, causing him to fall on the ground
face forward.
RIC Sgt Joseph Grove and Constable Patrick Murphy,
who were walking about 15 yards in front of him rushed
back to him at once and carried him to the footpath.
With the crowd dispersing immediately, the murderer
made good his escape.
D.I. Hunt was attended to by Dr Thomas Barry who
was summoned to the scene and lived nearby. However,
D.I. Hunt died almost immediately. His body was taken to
the home of a Mrs Scully nearby.
On investigation it was discovered that three shots
were fired at the unfortunate victim; two of which took
effect with deadly accuracy, and the third wounded a
little boy named Maher in the kneecap.
The shots were fired at very close range, the muzzle
of the weapon possibly almost touching the District
Inspector’s back. At the inquest which was held in
Thurles on 25 June 1919 it was revealed in evidence by
the witness Sgt Joseph Grove that when the shots rang
out the crowd scattered in all directions.
Subsequently a crowd collected round the dying
man. District Inspector William Harding Wilson asked:
“Did they assist, or do anything?” Witness – “No, they
did not”. “Were they jeering and laughing?” “Yes they
were”.
Dr Thomas Barry said he found two holes piercing the
inspector’s overcoat at the back between the shoulders.
On the back itself he found two circular wounds about
half an inch in diameter. No other external wounds
were visible. The wounds were the result of bullet shots
fired from a revolver at close range. One of the wounds
severed two of the largest blood vessels in the body, and

On 23 June 1919 at the top of Main Street in Thurles D.I. Michael Hunt was
fired at three times in quick succession at close range from behind, which
caused his death.
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directly caused
death.
After
a short
consultation
the foreman
of the jury
said their
verdict was
that Mr. Hunt
met his death
in accordance
with the
reasons stated
in the medical
evidence,
and that the
bullet wounds
were inflicted
by person
or persons
unknown.
District
Inspector
Ernest Blythe (1889-1975), a Sinn Féin MP
Wilson
for North County Monaghan (1918-1922)
asked – “Do was arrested by D.I. Michael Hunt on 25
they not say May 1919.
it is wilful
murder?” The
Foreman –”They are not unanimous”. Inspector Wilson
– “l don’t know what hesitation they can have about it.
It is very plain and clear that Mr Hunt was hit twice in
the back. He was not even hit where he could see his
assailant. If that is not wilful murder, I don’t know what
is”.
FULL MILITARY HONOURS
Ultimately the jury returned a verdict that death was due
to bullet wounds wilfully inflicted by some person or
persons unknown. District Inspector Hunt was buried with
full military honours with his coffin covered in the Union
Jack in Passlands Cemetery, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare on
26 June 1919 in the family burial ground of his wife.
The following relatives travelled with the remains to
Monasterevin – Mrs Hunt (widow), Mrs Hunt, Gurteen,
Sligo (mother), Mr Cyril Hunt (son), Mr James Hunt
(brother), Mr. John Bell, Monasterevin (brother-in-law), Mr
Patrick Hunt (cousin). His son Captain Michael John Hunt,
Royal Irish Regiment, travelled from London in uniform to
attend his father’s funeral.
A military firing party headed the cortege to Passlands
Cemetery, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare, followed by about
50 police and a number of civilian friends. A volley was
fired over the grave when it had been closed in. The Lord
Lieutenant was represented at the funeral by the Assistant
Under-Secretary and the Chief Secretary by his Private

Secretary.
Beautiful wreaths were sent by the following – RlC
Thurles; RIC Nenagh, NCOs and men from ‘C’ Company,
2nd Yorkshire Hussars C.H. Molloy and family, Holycross;
A.H. Morgan, solicitor, Colonel Dobbin, Major Hobart,
RIC District Inspector William Harding Wilson and the
Templemore force.
POSTHUMOUS AWARD
On 9 September 1919 D.I. Hunt was posthumously
awarded a first class favourable record and £5 for Good
Police Duty in connection with the successful suppression
of a Sinn Féin meeting on 25 May 1919 at Inchiville, Co.
Tipperary.
This resulted in the arrest of the Sinn Fein MP for
North County Monaghan, Ernest Blythe who was found
in possession by DI Hunt of an incriminating document
containing directions for intimidating the police from
doing their duly by terrorising their associates and their
relatives.
The accused denied knowledge of the contents of
the document, and repudiated any connection with the
policy advocated therein. He was arrested and convicted
by court-martial in Dublin and sentenced to 12 months’
imprisonment.
COMPENSATION
The County
Tipperary Court
Judge Moore, at
Thurles Quarter
Sessions in
October 1919,
awarded £5,800
to D.I. Hunt’s
widow, Mrs Kate
Hunt, who had
claimed £12,000.
However,
His Honour
disallowed the
claim of the
D.I.’s mother
on the grounds
that she was not
a dependent,
and ordered
the award to be
Michael Hunt joined the Royal Irish
levied as follows –
Constabulary (RIC) on 2 January
£3,800 off South
1893.
Tipperary and
£2,000 off North
Tipperary.
The case was appealed at the Four Courts in Dublin
by Justice Kenny on 30 March 1920. His widow and five
children were awarded a total of £7,800 compensation.
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GARDA GAELIC
FOOTBALLERS
1940s ALL IRELAND
WINNERS
The 1940s were the halcyon days of the Garda Síochána and the All-Ireland Football
Championships. It was also a decade when, for the first time a number of immortal Garda
Gaelic football players helped unfurl their county colours in Croke Park to huge acclaim,
writes Tim Doyle, Dublin North Branch.

T

he second half of the previous decade had endured
a significant lack of impetus in many fronts. Garda
recruiting remained closed during 1934 and ’35 and a
mere two Gardaí joined the Force in 1936. Owing to the
World War emergency recruiting re-opened in September
1939, and from then to 1942, a total of 302 Taca Gardai
were recruited.
Almost 40 of the Taca’s were Kerry men, and these
included Charlie O Sullivan and Paddy Kennedy, who
played leading roles in the Kingdom winning back to back
All-Irelands in 1940 and 1941.
In 1943 and ‘44, with war clouds billowing over
Europe the emergence of the primrose and blue clad
Roscommon team raised the heartbeat of the Irish nation.
Their dual All-Ireland winning team was powered by a trio
of mid-40s Gardaí Brendan Lynch, Bill Carlos and Liam
Gilmartin.
Kerry came again in 1946, but in 1947 and 1948, a
great Cavan team annexed another two in a row. The
Breffni men remain the only team to win an All-Ireland
in foreign shores. Central to their success were immortal
Gardaí Mick Higgins and Phil (The Gunner) Brady. In 1948
Mayo – led by two specialist cearnog greats Gardaí Paddy
Prendergast and Tom Langan – took the honours.
BALANCE OF THE DECADE
The powerful men from the Royal county of Meath
annexed their inaugural Sam Maguire in 1949. The
balance of the decade was completed with Dublin and
Cork winning the 1942 and 1945 Finals.
The 1940s had boded well for the GAA, with six
different counties winning All-Ireland Football honours;

two from Munster; two from Connacht; two from
Leinster and one from Ulster. In addition, Roscommon
and Meath were successful for the first time, and Cork
were successful following a dormant period of almost
a half century. A question for another forum is the fact
that since the 1940s decade neither Mayo, Cavan nor
Roscommon have added to their roll of honour.
On 1 October 2018 I was privileged to be in the
company of Meath’s ace forward Frankie Byrne; born May
1924, and May 1921-born Roscommon’s former Garda
Liam Gilmartin; two first-time 1940s All-Ireland winners.
Sadly, Frankie passed away in February 2019, and a
month later Liam followed him to their eternal rewards.

Tim Doyle, Frankie Byrne and Liam Gilmartin pictured in
October 2018.
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MASS HYPNOSIS
Last November Noel Mulhern (Sligo/Leitrim Branch) attended the GSRMA 2018 Short Story
Competition Awards Ceremony in Dublin to receive his runner-up prize for ‘Mass Hypnosis’.
On accepting the award he thanked all concerned in the GSRMA for giving him the
confidence to set his mind on new writings and new creations. Sadly Noel passed away a
few weeks ago on 15 August and didn’t get to realise his new-found goals in life.

Life is short and precious, so let’s live it to the full.
Retirement is a time to do those things you yearn to
do but keeping putting on the long finger. Now is the
time to create your own new bucket list; whether it’s
climbing a mountain or jumping in a lake or writing a
short story, now is the time.
‘Tempus fugit’, so today is the start of the rest of
your life. To his wife Deirdre his daughters Sinead,
Deirdre and Aisling and the entire Mulhern family
I send my deepest sympathy on their sad loss. May
he rest in Peace” – Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General
Secretary and Editor of ‘Síocháin’

H

e stepped onto the cold linoleum and felt a shiver run
through his twelve year old body. As he slipped into
his clothes, he could see it was still pitch black outside
with the rain streaming down the bedroom window while
beating a tattoo on the slated roof.
“I’d better be quick” he thought, as the last sound of
the ten to eight bell echoed in the dark silence of the cold
house. On his way down the stairs he checked the cord
stretching from the latch on his grandmother’s bedroom
door to the banister.
It was still taut. He’d had nightmares about her falling
down the stairs again since it happened. The sight of his
father carrying her up the stairs with crimson blood stains
in her white hair and her unconscious was branded into
his memory. The doctor and priest came. She got well
again but the raving and sleepwalking stayed.
He grabbed the black string bag that held his surplice
and soutane and ventured into the driving rain and
darkness, and ran like the hammers of hell down the
glistening flagstones towards the church “I hate the dark”
he thought as the blackened street windows watched him
pass.
Thoughts of the headless horseman and coach and
four that came from the Tanyard on the Leitrim road,
rushing through the town, searching out wandering souls
who had strayed, filled his head. Stories told by old men
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with serious eyes to children who believed.
The fear gripped him as the park lane yawned before
him. He wildly thought of the ghost of the white woman
cackling and combing her hair by the little bridge at Me
Greevy’s Field. Would she come for him? Onward he sped,
the terror snapping at his heels. With thumping heart he
slammed the sacristy door behind him and leaned against
it till his legs stopped trembling. His ragged breath came
in soft sobs as he whispered “Sanctuary, Sanctuary” like
the Hunchback of Notre Dame.
“You’re late boy”, the old priest intoned like the voice
of doom. He murmured a quick “sorry Father”, as he
fumbled with the buttons of his soutane. He helped the
Archdeacon robe himself and preceded him through the
gloom to the steps of the altar. The ancient Latin echoed
and re-echoed through the almost empty church, broken
only by muffled coughs and sneezes from the handful
of humanity who had braved the elements for the soul
saving experience.
The old priest stiffly mounted the pulpit, and turned
the pages with aged finger and thumb and slowly
began to read the gospel of the day. The boy sat on the
lowest step of the white marble altar, facing the sparse
congregation as the cold of the stone ate into his bones.
His eyes wandered over the familiar few faces until they
locked onto the shiny dark brown coffin resting in the side
aisle.
The old fear spread from the pit of his stomach as
he concentrated on the dreaded outline and wondered,
who? The sermon and announcements had become a
monotonous drone to his morbid thoughts of the sounds
of scraping shovels, and muffled earth striking the casket.
He had missed hearing who had been prayed for.
“Little did they know they’d be buried on the twenty
fourth of December, nineteen fifty two,” he said to
himself. His dark thoughts were broken by the protesting
sounds of the pulpit steps as the Priest descended slowly,
and continued the mass to the finish.
As he led the Archdeacon around the altar into the

SHORT STORY

Pictured at the prize presentation on 14 November 2018 in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel were (l-r): Barry Fitzgerald (Garda
Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board), Matt Givens (GSRMA President), Noel Mulhern (Sligo/Leitrim Branch),
Michael Reynolds (Sligo/Leitrim Branch Secretary) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General Secretary and Editor of
‘Síocháin’). Noel Mulhern was the joint third place runner-up with fellow branch member Michael O’Connor (whose
short story ‘A Clooney Tale’ was published in the summer 2019 issue of ‘Síocháin’).
sacristy he could see the new day, lit by a pale winter
sun shafting its way through the stain glass window and
bursting onto the white wall in a myriad of colours.
Suddenly the boy felt a weight lifting from his
shoulders, “The dark is gone, the day is here” he almost
shouted with a great surge of relief. As he stuffed his
robes into the black bag, he felt a hand on his shoulder as
the old priest spun him around and pressed a two shilling
piece into his hand.
With twinkling eyes he thanked the boy for doing his
duties during the year and wished him a happy and holy
Christmas. He looked at the piece of silver in his small
hand and could hardly believe his eyes. Running down the
side of the church, towards the steps, he raised his face to
the rising sun and blue sky and let out a cheer of joy.

The few worshippers were straggling out the church
gates below him. As he started down the steps, the last
of them stopped and turned. It was Mary McDermott, a
friend of his mothers. “Listen Johnny” she said “Tell your
mother I won’t be up today, because I have a few things
to do.”
He looked at her lined but lovely face, her sparkling
blue eyes belying her age and her greyish hair tied up in
a perky bun. She was always full of Devilment, his father
used to say. “Ok Mary, Happy Christmas” he shouted, as
he ran out to the Main Street and headed for Gallows Hill
and home.
The town was stirring and shaking itself awake as he
reached the Hill. Pat Keaveney’s baby Ford was outside the
house. Well he remembered the big snow when Pat
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brought in the milk from Sheemore. The car couldn’t
climb the hill for the drifts and he helped him carry the
milk in saucepans and buckets up to the County Home.
“How ye Johnny?” said Pat. He wished him a happy
Christmas and sat down with his father and mother for
breakfast.
“Grannies
moving above,
will you loosen
the cord
Johnny” his
mother asked.
He did so
and sat down
again “Was
there many
at Mass?” his
father asked.
“Ah very few”
said Johnny,
“by the way,
mam,” he said
“I met Mary
McDermott
after mass and
she told me
to tell you she
wouldn’t be
up to see you
today”.
His mother
paled visibly
and looked
across at his
father who
was eyeing
Johnny
strangely
and said “I
don’t know
whether you’re
lying or your
imagination is
running away
with you. Mary
McDermott
is dead and
being buried
this morning.”
Johnny turned
white and
froze and
slowly slid off
the chair to
the floor.
He didn’t

know how long he was there. He felt warm. He buried
his head in the pillow as he heard his mother shouting
“Johnny, Johnny, wake up, it’s twenty to eight, you don’t
want to be late to serve mass on Christmas eve morning,
do you?”
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
ID
wallet

Leather
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

GSRMA
Scarf

GSRMA
Tie

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Name:
Address:
Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)

Quantity:

Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)

Quantity:

A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)

Quantity:

GSRMA Pen (€4)

Quantity:

GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)

Quantity:

GSRMA Tie (€9.50)

Quantity:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.

TOTAL:
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APPLICATION FORM
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8

PHOTO

Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website www.gardaretired.com
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
I ,.................................................................... of (address).............................................................................................................
wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..

Branch.

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder.
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin.
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional).
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ...................................................................
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ...............................................
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….…….
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:.............................................................................
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................
How have you decided to join GSRMA?

o
o
o
o

o

Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course
Request from Local Branch
Síocháin Magazine
Our Website
Others: ……………………………………………………………..

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM
Organisation Name:
To:

GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to

the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named

organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................
Purpose:

N= NEW

C= CHANGE
S= STOP

Organisation Code:
Garda Registered No:
Amount per Pay Period:
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay
Parity was achieved in the early 1980s. On 1 January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its
present title.
The objectives of the Association are to:
(a) make representations to improve the social and economic status of members;
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose
The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund,
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
a) Support of the GSRMA and Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations).

b) Free quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine.
c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com).
d) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Tax Advisor – First Consultation FREE.
e) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Social Welfare Advisor – First Consultation FREE.
f) Access to Association members’ deals nationwide. NEW GRA DISCOUNT SCHEME
ACCESS!

g) Access to GSRMA Trips nationwide and abroad – special rates for members.
h) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members.
i) GSRMA Summer and Christmas Cash Draws.
j) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws.
k) Web Users’ Draw each quarter.
l) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Secretary at all times.
m) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events.
n) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at branch level.
o) Group E-Mail and Web Text Service to GSRMA Members.
p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products.
q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement.
WHO MAY JOIN:
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions.
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS:
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association
GSRMA HOUSE, No
5 Harrington
Street,
Dublin
GSRMA
House
follow
us 8on

GSRMA House follow us on

Tel:
(01) 4781525
E-Mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website: www.gardaretired.com
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BRENDAN BYRNE
Fenor, Co. Waterford
Birthplace:
Terenure, Dublin
Rank: Garda
Reg. No. 13825H
Retired: 1995
Date of Death:
9 April 2019

EUGENE FRANCIS DODDY
Templeogue,
Dublin 6W
Birthplace: Clogher,
Donegal
Rank: Inspector
Date of Retirement:
12 January 1988
Date of Death:
25 October 2018

Brendan was a respected member of An
Garda Síochána whose family contributed
many members to the service.
During his long and happy retirement
he became a keen and talented
woodturner and was a loyal and well
respected member of the Waterford
District Chapter of the Irish Woodturners
Guild.
Brendan is survived by his wife Rita and
their children Caitriona, Niamh, Conor,
Donnachadh, Laois, Hugh, Colm, Síle and
Muireann.
Brendan was above all a dedicated
husband, father and grandfather and his

loss will be keenly felt by his wife, family
and many friends.
Rita and the family wish to extend
their gratitude to all members of An
Garda Síochána both serving and retired
who attended Brendan’s funeral and sent
messages of sympathy.
They want, in particular, to thank the
members and retired members of Tramore
and Waterford Districts who provided
an escort and Guard of Honour on the
occasion of Brendan’s funeral.

Eugene spent most of his early life in
Ballinalee, Co. Longford, where his own
father, James Doddy, served for 30 years
as the Station Sergeant. Eugene came
from a great tradition of Gardaí. His father
James was awarded the Scott Gold Medal
for Bravery in 1961, and his brother John
(who predeceased him) was a former
Chief Superintendent.
Eugene was a loyal and dedicated
member of the force for 35 years. He
served in the Special Branch and in many
different stations around Dublin: Pearse
Street, Kill O’ The Grange, Ballymun,
Sundrive Road, Rathfarnham and Tallaght.
In Tallaght, he was heavily involved in
the Victim of Crime Support Group, who
acknowledged his involvement upon his
retirement in 1988.
He was a wonderful family man. The
great love of his life was his Maureen,
whom he married in 1962. They went
on to have four children, and while none
of them followed him into An Garda
Síochána, he was very proud of them all.

He had a great love of sport, fishing
and horse racing. As well as a great
love of his country and culture and liked
nothing more than travelling to the west
of Ireland. While not a fan of flying, he
visited family in Sweden, Australia and the
West Coast of America, and enjoyed these
experiences immensely. He did, however,
prefer Ireland, calling it the “best little
country in the world”.
Bad health in later life prevented him
from enjoying the best life had to offer.
However, he never complained and
always had a wonderful sense of humour,
taking a great interest in his children and
grandchildren’s lives. He will be fondly
remembered and sadly missed.
Maureen and the Doddy family wish
to express their deepest gratitude to all
of Eugene’s friends and colleagues in
An Garda Síochána who attended his
funeral or sent messages of support and
sympathy.

Ní imithe uainn atá sé ach imithe
romhainn.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
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GERARD CREAGH
Foxrock,
Dublin
Birthplace: Limerick
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 14304G
Retired: June 1990-91
Date of Death:
21 April 2019

JOHN GRACE
Annamult, Bennetsbridge,
Co. Kilkenny
Birthplace: Ballinahinch,
Co. Tipperary.
Rank: Garda.
Reg. No. 15973E
Date of Death:
21 February 2019
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Gerard was born in Clanmorris Avenue,
Limerick but spent all of his garda career
in the Dublin area – serving in Kill O’The
Grange, Howth and Bridewell Garda
Stations.
Born in Limerick City, Gerard attended
the Jesuits. He was a family man who
had a love of classical music and Munster
Rugby and sports in general. He enjoyed
his time in Westmanstown Golf Club with
his colleagues and friends.

Gerard was laid to rest in Kilternan
Cemetry Park following Funeral Mass
in The Church of Our Lady of Perpetual
Succour, Foxrock.
Gerard is sadly missed by his loving
wife Sheila, sons Conor, Gerard, Barry and
Donncha, daughter Eimear, daughersin-law, son-in-law and his ten wonderful
grandchildren.

John was the eldest of 11 children born
and reared in Ballinahinch, Co. Tipperary.
He was educated in Ballinahinch National
School and Nenagh Vocational School.
John retained his connection to his
birthplace and county throughout his life.
He returned for many years to line out on
the Ballinahinch hurling team. His style
of defending was of the ‘Hell’s Kitchen’
variety associated with the great Tipperary
team of the 1960s.
Prior to joining An Garda Síochána
John served two overseas missions to the
Congo in Africa as a member of the Irish
Army. He retained close links with his
former military colleagues and they joined
retired Gardaí to form a guard of honour
at John’s funeral.
He spent the bulk of his Garda career
stationed at Kilkenny City Station having
previously served at Bennetsbridge and
Villierstown. While based at Kilkenny, John
met Rita Devlin, a Monaghan native who
was nursing locally. They married and had
three sons Fintan, Conor and Martin.
John had many and varied interests,
sport, especially hurling, an avid reader,
strong love of the outdoor life, hunting
particularly deer in his native hills, an
instructor in clay pigeon shooting, off road
rough terrain driving and an adept stone
mason. He even found time to achieve
black belt status at karate.
On retirement at the maximum age
then of 57, John studied and achieved
a degree in construction. This he put
to good use by returning to Uganda in
Africa as part of a Volunteer Religious

Organisation and later privately. He was
involved in the construction of a primary
school and community centre and also in
the repair of underground water tanks at
a teacher training college.
He supported women’s groups
in improving hand-craft making and
help local youths in brick-making to
help improve family income. Finally, he
solicited funds for hospitals in Uganda
and was involved in the organisation and
transportation of two containers from
hospitals in Ireland to hospitals in Uganda.
Ugandan native Fr Deo Mayenga,
Chaplin at St Mary’s Hospital in Clonmel,
concelebrated at John’s funeral and
month’s mind ceremonies, paying a fitting
tribute to his friend and Uganda’s friend
John Grace.
In all the places John worked and to
those he came into contact with, he was
greatly loved and admired. He was a man
of honour and integrity. He served his
country and community well in both the
Army and An Garda Síochána and later in
his work in Africa.
He fitted so much into his life and
was intent on doing so much more.
Unfortunately, time ran out on him as
it inevitably will on all of us. Ironically
John was a man never concerned with or
governed by time.
John is greatly missed by all, but
particularly by Rita, his children,
grandchildren, brothers,sisters and wider
family.

May he Rest in Peace.

Ni beidh a leithéid arís ann.
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JOHN O’GARA
Courtown, Gorey,
Co. Wexford
Born: 11 April 1930 Carrick,
Co. Donegal
Rank: Garda
Reg. No. 10346B
Retired: 2 February1984
Died: 22.4.2019

MICHAEL HUSSEY
Ballina, Co. Mayo
Birthplace: Roscommon
Rank: Superintendent
Reg. No.: 16237L
Date of Retirement:
14 May 2002
Date of Death:
13 February 2019

The third of 11 children, John joined An
Garda Síochána in 1953. His first station
was Arklow, then Dublin /Wicklow for
nine months, and he was then transferred
to Rathfarnham 1954 (same Division).
From October 1954 to June 1955
Rathcoole, where he was captured by
a Dublin girl and went on to transfer to
Rathdrum 18 October 1957. He later
transferred to Courtown where he served
up to his retirement in 2 February1984
and completed 30 years retirement on
Sunday 2 February 2014.
John was a member of the Garda
Representative Body from 1954 and served
on the National Executive. In 1961 when
the Macushla meeting was coming up,
it was decided that only single members
would be asked to attend and as John was
married he was not asked to attend but
recalls the time very well.
He later served as a member of
the Garda Executive on the joint GRB
(Garda representative Body) The GRB

was representative of all ranks of the
force up to C/Supt level. After the
Conroy Commission all ranks had its own
individual representative association apart
from Sergeants and Inspectors, they had a
joint representation under the Association
of Garda Sergeants & Inspectors (AGSI)
John’s 30 year retirement meal in Gorey
on 7/2/2014 was attended by Peter Finn,
Pat Burke, Dan Redmond, Tom Millar, Murt
Fitzgerald, Peter McAteer, Joe Brennan,
Joe Kelly, Brendan Casey, John Lavin,
Pat Tobin, Mick Fogarty, Tom Byrne, Joe
McCarthy, Fintan Duggan, Dan Kelly, Frank
Byrne, Jim Delahunty, Noel Purcell, John
Mullins, Pat Phelan, Gorey Supt and John
O’Gara.
John was predeceased by his wife
Rosanna and is sadly missed by his
loving children Paul, John, Michael, Niall,
Anthony, Carolann and Rosemary.

Michael joined An Garda Síochána in
1965 and served in Ballina, Crossmolina,
Lahardane, Scotstown, Ballymote and
Swinford. Michael was a native of
Roscommon. He was a dedicated follower
of all things GAA especially where
Roscommon football and the green and
red were concerned.
All of his life Michael had a keen
interest in gardening and he grew a variety
of vegetables and herbs. A personable
affable man with an outgoing and helpful
personality, Michael endured himself to all
who got to know him. He was a person of
great integrity, conscientious and efficient,
who was a superb ambassador for the
Garda Síochána throughout his service
and retirement.

Most of all Michael was a devoted
husband to his wife Maureen, and a
loving and caring father and grandfather.
Maureen, Alan, Viv and Joe would like
to thank the many members of An
Garda Síochána both serving and retired
as well as friends and neighbours who
attended Michael’s funeral, sent messages
of sympathy or assisted in any way –
particularly Michael’s colleagues at the
Mayo Division for all the support and the
touching guard of honour.
Special thank you to Rev. Fr. Doherty
who attended to his spiritual needs and
celebrated his funeral mass.

May he Rest in Peace

May he Rest in Peace
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MICHAEL (MICK)
McCRUDDEN
Coolgreaney Park,
Arklow, Co. Wicklow
Born: Holyford,
Co. Tipperary
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 10794H
Born: 26 February1930
Retired: 1988
Died: 18 February 2019

MICK LERNIHAN
Mervue, Galway
Birthplace: Leitrim,
Cree, Co. Clare
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 09480C
Date of Death:
5 May 2019
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to help him…little did they know it
was radish, lettuce, cabbage they were
pulling! Fr Gallagher from Tubbercurry and
himself set up a beekeeping club and he
was often called upon to give lectures at
beekeeping conferences.
Around 1975 they moved to
Rathdrum, Wicklow. During his time here
he continued fishing, shooting and had
part time work gardening in Rathnew.
In 1980 they moved to Arklow and was
involved in the shooting club there.
He retired in Arklow and spent time
in security work before becoming a tutor
in a Fás horticulture scheme in Ballyraine,
outside Arklow. He was there for many
years and afterwards worked in a garden
centre in Gorey, Wexford.
In full retirement he enjoyed singing,
painting and was a member of the Mens
Shed and other social groups.
In his later years most of his social life
was chatting to people on the Coolgreany
road, Arklow as he made his daily visits to
the shops.
During his life he made many good
friends in the force, too many to mention
here. He spoke of them many times. The
family appreciates all the support from the
Gardaí at this time.

Mick was born in Holyford, Co. Tipperary
the youngest of three boys. He went
to Holyford National School, Tipperary
Tech. and Clongowes Wood. He studied
horticulture in UCD and worked in the
botanic gardens before joining the force.
His training took place in Phoenix Park
and Dromad was his first station (land
troubles). Next followed by Enniscrone,
Glenfarne. He met his wife, Josephine
(Josie) Harte, from Raheelin, Kiltyclogher
in the infamous Ballroom of Romance in
Glenfarne.
Mick then moved to Kiltyclogher where
he became a local character with his two
dogs, Rock and Roll and the fabulous
flowers in the barracks garden.
After seven years of courtship, during
which Josie went to Manchester to train
as a nurse, Mick and Josie married in
December 1959. They moved to Colooney,
Sligo. They had six children, Denis, Gerard,
Marie, Enda, Michele, Sinead, “an even
half dozen” as he said himself.
In Colooney Mick won a medal for
bravery, rescuing a woman from a house
fire in Ballycawley. Bunanadden was his
next station and he remained involved
with bee-keeping and shooting, fishing,
clay pigeon shooting and gardening.
Manys a time he was shocked to see
the “weeding” his children had done

May he Rest in Peace

Mick Lernihan was three weeks short of
his 96th birthday when he was called to
a Higher Duty on 5 May 2019, following
42 years’ service and after enjoying 33
years of retirement. He held the post of
Branch Secretary in Galway West Branch
of GSRMA for many years.
During ‘The Emergency’ in November
1944, at the age of 21, Mick left his native
West Clare for training in the Depot in the
Phoenix Park following a few years toiling
with Clare County Council.
Following training, he was allocated to
Nobber, Co. Meath but a quick transfer
beckoned to Bangor Erris in North West
Mayo. He was further allocated to Balla,
Ballyhaunis (The Big Snow of ‘47) and
Moycullen before a transfer to Eglington
Street in Galway City in 1950 which would
become his station for the next 36 years

until retiring in May 1986.
Mick was a very proud member of An
Garda Síochána and here he developed
many lifelong friendships which were
attested to by the attendance at both his
removal and interment in Mervue.
Mick followed in the steps of his uncle,
Tom, who was a policeman in the USA
and Mick’s joining spurred his younger
brother Jerry (GSRMA Clare Branch) to
follow in his footsteps followed by Mick’s
son, Mick Jnr who is now Treasurer of the
Bray Branch.
Mick will be remembered as a loyal and
diligent member of An Garda Síochána
and as a friend and advisor to those who
encountered him on and off duty.
‘The Connacht Tribune’ featured Mick
in 1986 in an article centering on the
closure of Eglington Street and the move
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to Mill Street Station. The article described
his career and went further in describing
him as “the man from Clare with a
whimsical sense of humour”; and “a man
with beautiful Handwriting”.
Predeceased in 2011 by his son,
Diarmuid, Mick is lovingly remembered by
his wife of 69 years, Bridie (McNamara),
his five daughters, Maura, Una, Brid, Cait
and Eileen and by his son Michael (GSRMA
Bray Branch).
He is also sadly missed by
grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
brother and sister (Jerry and Joan), sonsin-law; daughters-in-law, nieces, nephews
and a wide circle of friends, neighbours

NICHOLAS ROCHE
Leixlip, Co. Kildare
Born: Wexford Town
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 15834H
Retirement:
October 1998
Date of Death:
24 December 2018

He joined the Gardaí in 1964 and was
stationed in Chapelizod, Ballyfermot
and Lucan. When he was promoted
to the rank of Sergeant he served in
Rathmines and Tallaght. He returned to
Lucan and was then transferred to Garda
Headquarters. He retired after 34 years’
service in 1998.
He was one of seven children born
to Nicholas and Bridget Roche and grew
up in Wexford town. His brothers John
and Pat were also members of An Garda
Síochána. He was predeceased by his
brothers John, Tom and Lar.
Nick married his wife Mary in 1968
and they had five children – Fidelma,
Fiona, Nicholas, Brendan and Niamh, and
12 grandchildren who were the light of
his life. He was an amazing grandfather
and there was nothing he enjoyed more
than spending time with them. Nick was
a great family man, good friend and
neighbour.
He was always ready to do a good turn
for anybody who asked, and was very
hospitable to anybody who called to his
home. He was a member of Naas Branch
GSRMA and enjoyed bowling, parties and
many trips away with them. He was a

and colleagues.
Bridie together with their children
would like to express their eternal
gratitude to his former colleagues both
serving and retired especially to the
Galway Branch of the GSRMA for their
assistance and to the serving Gardaí under
Supt Marie Skehill (Mill Street) for their
duty on the days following Mick’s death,
and the honour and respect demonstrated
in being escorted to his final place of rest,
buried beside his son Diarmuid facing
Galway Bay with the hills of his beloved
Clare in the background.

Codladh Sámh Mick

great tin whistle player and loved to join
with other musicians and singers on these
trips for sessions of music and craic.
His wife Mary was contacted by many
of them when he passed away which was
very much appreciated by her.
Nick was a wonderful singer and was
a member of the Columban Choir and
Leixlip Church Choir and many members
of both sang at his funeral mass, and also
his brother Pat.
The singing was conducted by his old
friend of long standing, Enda Smith. He
fought a long hard battle with ill health
and passed away at home on Christmas
Eve surrounded by his family.
Mary and her family would like to
thank his former colleagues and friends
who attended his wake and funeral, and
all who sent letters and cards.
A special word of thanks to the
members who provided his guard of
honour, and Marie Roche and members
of the Naas Branch who visited Nick to
present him with his GSRMA 20 year
membership certificate in November, a
month before he died.

Ar Dheis de go raibh a anam dillis.
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PAT TEAHAN
The Village, Glenbeigh,
Co. Kerry
Birthplace:
Mountain Stage,
Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 18526D
Retired: 2009
Date of Death:
25 August 2018
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Pat was born at Mountain Stage,
Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry on 3 April 1953
to parents Paddy and Mary Teahan.
He was the third eldest of a family of
nine. At the age of 19 years, Pat left
Kerry and commenced his training at
the Garda College, Templemore, Co.
Tipperary. He completed his training on
9 November 1972. Pat spent seven years
at his first station in Carrickmacross in
Co. Monaghan, during which he made
monthly visits home to Kerry, taking a day
to come and a day to return.
In 1979, Pat transferred from
Carrickmacross to to the division of
Limerick. Over a period of 13 years, he
served the communities of Roxboro Road,
Newcastle West and Abbeyfeale and was
promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 1986.
Pat continued his visits home to his family
in Kerry,on one of these visits he met his
future wife Máire.
In 1992, Pat transferred to his final
station in the seaside village of Waterville
in Co. Kerry. He spent 17 happy years as
a Sergeant in Waterville, often working
alongside Gardaí in Cahersiveen.
He was involved in many investigations
throughout Kerry. He did his duty in all
the festivals in Kerry including the
Killarney and Listowel Races, the Rose of
Tralee and Puck Fair. Despite being a man
who avoided unnecessary spotlights, he
always acted as Garda spokesperson for
interviews *as gaeilge* with TG4 when
they visited Puck Fair.
Pat loved his job and took great pride
and enjoyment in same. He was fair

and compassionate to his colleagues
and to the public. Indeed, a number of
complimentary letters from the public
were discovered in his personal papers
after his death - a true testament to the
man.
Pat retired in 2009 at the age of 56
years due to declining health. In 2011 he
was diagnosed with MSA (Multiple System
Atrophy), a rare degenerative neurological
disorder.
He faced this long term condition with
courage and an unparalleled spirit of
determination and dignity to the end.
His priorities were his family and
friends, he did all he could to keep them
going and to keep going for them, never
complaining and always encouraging.
Máire and his family showed the same
resilience in supporting Pat throughout the
entirety of their journey together.
Pat is deeply missed by his loving wife
Máire, his sons Patrick and Richard and
his daughters, Áine and Mary Claire. The
large attendance at Pat’s funeral was a
fitting tribute to the kind and much loved
man.
His family would like to thank all those
who sent messages, visited the family
home and attended mass, the removal
and burial. In particular they would like
to thank the serving and retired members
of An Garda Síochána who supported the
family in their loss and who turned out
in such large numbers and to those who
provided the Guard of Honour.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a Anam
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PATRICK J (PJ) CALLANAN
Bishopscourt Way,
Wilton, Cork
Birthplace: Clonakilty,
Co. Cork
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No. 10748D
Date of Death: 10 October
2018

P.J. was born in Clonakilty in West
Cork, where he enjoyed a very happy
childhood. He was educated at the local
Boys National School and at St Mary’s
Secondary School. After leaving school
he worked for a period as an apprentice
mechanic and was fascinated by various
models of car and boat engines. Later
he spent a period as a taxi driver where
his courtesy and compassion made him
popular with those looking for transport in
West Cork area.
He treated all his cars from his first, a
Fiat “Bubble” with great care and kept
them in pristine condition. P.J. spoke with
kindness of former School Principal Ms.
Noreen Minihan for her teaching skills that
helped him pass the 1953 Garda entrance
examination. He was attested to An Garda
Síochána in 1954 and following training at
the Phoenix Park Depot was allocated to
Carlow Town where he spent two happy
years.
His next posting took him to Rathville
Garda Station on the Carlow /Wicklow
border, where he shared a room with
Tralee native, the late Seamus Kerins.
In 1960, P.J. was successful in getting
a transfer that brought him to Blarney
Garda Station, Co. Cork.
While at Blarney, he was successful in
passing the Garda clerical examinations
and was appointed an assistant District
Clerk at Blarney District HQ. A few years

later he was transferred to fill an assistant
Divisional Clerk vacancy at Union Quay
Divisional HQ. While based there he got
promotion to Sergeant.
Around this time the then Divisional
Clerk (Sgt Andy Murtagh) was appointed
Sergeant I/C, Barrack Street Station and
newly promoted Sgt P.J. Callanan was
appointed as Divisional Clerk. For the next
21 years he was the managerial advisor
to many Chief Superintendents which
included Pat Malone, Maurice Costelloe,
Patrick McLoughlin, Patrick G. Power,
Frank Keaney and Larry MacEoin until he
retired from the force in 1987.
After retirement from the force, P.J.
renewed in interest in music, purchased an
electric organ and played at many Garda
retirement functions. He loved to fish
and purchased a boat. He also enjoyed
working as a representative for Shep Pallet
Leasing Company.
P.J. married his childhood sweetheart
Mary Walsh from Clonakilty in June 1958.
They reared two daughters Ann and
Miriam. He adored his two grandchildren
Ben and Ethan. Mary pre-deceased P.J. in
October 2016.
His daughters, Ann and Miriam wish
to thank serving and retired Gardai who
attended their parents funerals or sent
messages of sympathy.

May he Rest in Peace.
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•

METROPOLITAN POLICE DRIVING SCHOOL (1954)

John Stack was the first Garda Member to graduate from the
Metropolitan Police Driving School in October 1954.

•

•

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL VISIT

John Stack is pictured escorting President John F.
Kennedy during his visit to Ireland in 1963.

GURRANABRAHER GARDA DISTRICT HQ, CORK CITY (AUGUST 1984)

Back Row (l-r): Noel Daly, Con Cadogan, Christy Halligan, John C. Maher, Derry Carey and Jim Hurley.
Middle Row (l-r): Flan Wiley, John O’Connor, Pat Corkery, Ned Kirby, Pat O’ Connell, Noel Ranahan, Pat Doyle, Kathleen Walsh
(Clerical Assistant), Tony Casey Michael Keogh, Jerry McCarthy, Michael O’Donoghue, Con Moroney, Denis O’ Shea, Denis Ring,
John Burke, Tom Barry and Brendan Shortt (Sgt I/C).
Front Row (l-r): Tom Power, Pat Ryan (Secretary of Garda Pensioners’ Association), Pat Ghent (GPA), Garda Commissioner Larry
Wren, Edward Fitzgerald (GPA Chairman), Chief Supt Frank Keaney Deputy Commissioner Eamonn Doherty, John Holland, (GPA)
and Supt Pat Glavin (Missing from photo is Station Orderly Garda Willie Kenny)
(Photo courtesy Pat O’ Connell, Cork City Branch.)
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•

DRIVING COURSE (JUNE 1956)

Pictured during their Driving Course in
Templemore, in June 1956 (l-r): Garda P.
Flannery, Garda N.J. Bowler, Garda Allen,
Garda P. Silk and Garda L. Cunningham.
(Photos courtesy of his son Justin Stack)

•

CLONES GARDA STATION (1972)

Pictured outside Clones Garda Station, Co. Monaghan, at the opening
of the new Garda Station in 1972. (Photo courtesy of Jim Hosey
[14656M] Carlow Branch)

•

PRE-RETIREMENT COURSE (1996)

Members pictured at Harcourt Square in November 1996
for Pre-Retirement Course
Pictured (l-r): Edward Ryan, Mick Cahill, Noel Thompson,
Pat Gavin, Declan Quigley, Kieran Brennan, Joe Holland,
Leslie Irwin, Unknown, Hugh Roddy, Frank Hobbs, Pat
Carter, Noel Aungier, Ray McAndrew, Jack O’Connor,
Dennis Motherwell, Andy Whelan, Mick Barnes, Tom
Kenny, Unknown, Unknown, Michael Laing, Toby Joyce,
Unknown, Larry Kennedy, Denis Downing, John Farrell,
Mick Fallon and Terry Blessing.
(Photo courtesy of Eugene Healy; special thanks to Pat
McGee, retired, archivist, for his help in identifying some
members in photo)

•

CLONMEL GARDA STATION (EARLY 1960S)

Clonmel Garda Station Party: Can any readers fill in
the missing names of those pictured at this Divisional
Inspection sometime during the early 1960s.
Front Row (l-r): Sgt Tom Ryan (4313), Sgt Maher, C/Supt
______, Supt Kelly, Sgt Dempsey, ________.
Middle Row (l-r): Gardaí Moran, Nyhan, Summers,
Gavigan, McEvely and four others.
Back Row (l-r): D/Garda Andy Mullins, D/Garda Slattery,
Garda Woods, ___________, Garda Pat Ruane, Garda
McMahon, Garda McGrath, ______, and Garda M.
Whelan.
(Photo courtesy Timmy Ryan, Cork City Branch)
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•

ORIGINAL GARDA FRAUD SQUAD (1974/75)

Back Row (l-r): Mick Maguire, Austin Canavan, Paul Smith, Willie McGee, Tony Breen, Maurice Heffernan, Pat Norris, Noel Burke,
Ted Murphy, Sean Ryan, Jim McCarthy and Pat Scanlon.
Front Row (l-r): John Nealon, Paddy Brennan, Matt Madigan, Pat Walshe, Tim Farrell, Con O’Donoghue, Bryan O’Higgins, Frank
McArdle and Donnie O’Donohoe.
(Photo courtesy of Willie McGee, Kildare North Branch and former head of the Fraud Squad).

•

MEMBERS OF CRUMLIN STATION PICTURED AT PEARSE PARK CRUMLIN IN 1967

Front Row (l-r): Denis Kelly, Frank Madden, Mick Cahill, Pat Bonner RIP, Pat Malone,
Mick Sullivan, Pat McGrath and Joe Smyth.
Back Row (l-r): Willie Mortell, Seamus Lavin, Bill Curran, Jim Kehoe, Pat Culhane, Hugh Lyons, Kevin Dillion, Jim Fitzgerald and Mick
Flanagan.
(Photo courtesy of Kevin Dillion, Tralee Branch)

•
Kevin Dillion, Crumlin Station, Captain of St Paul’s (A Garda
Team) receiving the Harry Conlon Cup from Thomas Brady,
Chairman of Dublin Junior Board at Bohernabreena in
1971. (Photo courtesy of Kevin Dillion, Tralee Branch)
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EU POLICE OFFICERS ATTEND BELGIAN FESTIVAL

Following Ireland’s entry into the EU, policemen from the capital of
each of the nine countries attended a festival in Louvain in Belgium.
Back row first on right is Denis Healy, Coolock, fourth from right is
Kevin Dillion, Crumlin.
(Photo courtesy of Kevin Dillion, Tralee Branch)
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•

CHARITY CONCERT IN TRAINING CENTRE

Sgt Barry Feeney presented a cheque to Chief Supt Tom Sloyan from
the proceeds of one of the many charity concerts at the Training Centre
in Templemore by the late and great Brendan Grace. May He Rest in
Peace.

Brendan Grace is pictured with (l-r): Tom Sloyan, Eamonn Kingston,
Joe McNamara, Pat Dunne, Tom Murphy, Barry Feeney, Dan Garrahie,
Charlie Kileen and Michael Murphy (Photo courtesy of Dan Garrahie,
Templemore Branch)

•

WHO’S WHO AT MICHAEL KELLY’S
RETIREMENT (1955)

Michael Kelly wishes to identify members in the
photograph pictured at the retirement of his
grandfather Michael Kelly (99C) at Fitzgibbon Street
Station on 4 February 1955, who is the bald gentleman
with his fists raised! Any information greatly appreciated
to needmyemail2002@yahoo.com (Photo courtesy of
Michael Kelly, Dublin West Branch)

•

MICK LERNIHAN

Mick Lernihan (deceased) was the father of Mick Lernihan (Bray Branch
Treasurer) (Photo courtesy Mick Lernihan, Bray Branch)

•

ROSCOMMON-GALWAY EAST
DIVISION FOOTBALL TEAM (1969)

The team were All-Ireland Champions for three
consecutive years – 1968, 1969 and 1970
Back Row (l-r): John Kenny, Pat Monaghan
(RIP), Jim Fleming, Brian Colleran, John Garvey,
Dermot Finnigan and Sean McManamon (RIP).
Front Row (l-r): Peter Daly, Christy Dolan,
Johnny Carey, John Morley, Capt (RIP), Mick
Cronnin, Derek O’Kelly and Andy Tynan.
(Photograph courtesy of Jim Fleming,
Roscommon Branch).
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AUTUMN CROSSWORD
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!
1

Please send completed
entries to ‘Autumn 2019
Competition’, SIOCHAIN,
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14
Upper Fitzwilliam Street,
Dublin 2, to arrive no later
than Friday 15 November
2019.
The first correct entry
drawn bags the €100
prize. Good luck to
everyone who enters!
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Name:
Address:
Email Address
Contact No.

116 Síocháin

5

9

10

24

GSRMA Registration No.

4

Branch:

CROSSWORD

Across

Solution to Crossword in Summer 2019

1 Is it worth mixing up what you do with dice? (5)
4 Tell stenographer what you want written in a letter. (7)
8 Lied about where to buy fancy food. (4)
9 Can’t be wrong - like the pope. (10)
10 Jacques _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, famous underwater
explorer. (8)
11 Most eccentric. (6)
13 This evildoer never starts with a woman. (10)
16 Yobbos and thickos wrecking sofa. (4)
17 Sounds like you could be talking about a girl when
expressing regret. (4)
18 Go to bed. (3,3,4)
20 In _ _ _ _ _ _. Belgian town featured in Martin
McDonagh’s dark comedy. (6)
22 From the Deep South in the US, disgraced Judge
Roy Moore is one. (8)
24 Branch of medicine dealing with children. (10)
26 Is he a hard man with a gardening implement? (4)
27 Putting a tail on month for the home course of the
US Masters, Golf Tournament. (7)
28 Professor or one who gives? (5)

1

Down
		
1 Very abstemious person. (11)
2 Sudden incursions into hostile territory. (5)
3 Effort to cover up wrongdoing or paint wall of cottage.
(9)
4 The usual position unless otherwise specified. (7)
5 One of the larger instruments in the strings section of
the orchestra. (5)
6 Old style children’s sweets? (4,5)
7 Long thin fish. (3)
12 A person who breaks into a secure box for valuables
or a vault. (11)
14 Not fussy or uptight. (9)
15 Practised for a performance. (9)
19 Wife of ruler of pre-Revolution Russia. (7)
21 Places on which buildings will be erected. (5)
23 Protects clothes in kitchen or butchers shop. (5)
25 Are back up to time? (3)
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Congratulations to

Martin G. Friel, Rathmullan, Co. Donegal.
Sligo/Leitrim Branch

Winner of the Summer 2019 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!
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IN THE FRAME

MEMBERS OF APRIL 1959 CLASS MEET THE PRESIDENT
Five members of the April 1959
Class attended lunch at Áras an
Uachtaráin, hosted by President
Michael D. Higgins and Mrs Sabina
Higgins, with members of two other
organisations on 16 May.
Pictured at the Áras (l-r): Mary
Cohen, Michael Lyman, Tom Coen,
James Gilmartin, John Riordan, Mrs
Sabina Higgins, President Michael
D. Higgins, Geraldine Kirwan, Noel
Kirwan, Vera Storey, Joe Storey,
Celine Connell and Noel Connell.
(Photo courtesy of Joe Storey,
Sligo/Leitrim Branch)

SENIOR MEMBER OF GSRMA WATERFORD BRANCH
Now in his 91st year, retired Sergeant Joe Hurley is a
proud Limerick man from Athea. He arrived in Villerstown
in Co. Waterford on 6 June 1964 ten years after he joined
An Garda Síochána on 4 November 1954.
He freely admits that he fell in love with Waterford
and its people, and to this day he resides in Waterford
City with his wife Eileen, a former member of An Garda
Síochána. Eileen, a County Laois woman, recalls that a
“nosy Cork man got us together”, and confirms that the
rest is history.
Joe’s history in the force saw him serve in over
20 different stations, excluding a similar number of
temporary stations. During his training in Dublin, Joe
resided with 16 other recruits in Dublin Castle because
there was not enough room in the Phoenix Park for
the 250 recruits at the time. He passed out on 4 April
1955 and spent time in Sligo and the border town of
Kiltyclogher.
Promoted to sergeant from Sligo, he was transferred
to Waterford City on 1 September 1966, a different era in
the Guards when members only had two days off in the
month “if they were lucky”. Joe headed up the ‘White
Squad’ (the Traffic Corps) from October 1973 until he
retired in 1996. He travelled the entire Waterford/Kilkenny
Division as it was then, enforcing traffic laws and achieved
a distinct reputation for the Traffic Corps.
Joe’s experiences in An Garda Síochána are varied,
and range from commendation to tragedy (too numerous
to address in detail or with justice in a short article). He
recalls a tragedy which was the untimely death of Garda
Denis Connolly who was killed in a traffic accident outside
Kilmacthomas in 1983 while Joe was observer in the
patrol car. From this perspective Joe acknowledges that he
was lucky to retire in 1986.
Since his retirement Joe has been an active member of
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Joe Hurley pictured with Waterford Branch Secretary
Tim Price and Chairperson Mick Nevin at Kilmeaden
Railway Station during a day trip to Mount Congreve
and the Kilmeaden Train.
the GSRMA and with Eileen, they attend and get involved
with Waterford GSRMA activities. He enjoys horse-racing
and drives up and down to Limerick at least four times a
year.
He has received many commendations particularly
from different communities in the Waterford area. He is
particularly proud of his involvement with the GIY (Grow
It Yourself), the HQ is situated in Waterford. In 2009 at
the Guinness Storehouse in Dublin Joe received an award
from President Mary McAleese as ‘GIY Person of the Year’.
The second eldest of a family of seven, who were
all born in a pub with a farm attachment, Joe freely
acknowledges his pride and the great satisfaction from An
Garda Síochána, and equally expresses the view that the
best thing that An Garda Síochána ever gave him was his
wife Eileen.

IN THE FRAME

PRESIDENT’S PRIZE COMPETITON AT TIPPERARY GOLF CLUB

Tom O’Connor (Limerick County Branch), who
competed in the President’s Prize Competition at
Tipperary Golf Club on 11 August, pictured with Club
President Maurice Crotty (Thurles Branch).

Garda members who competed in the President’s Prize
Competition at Tipperary Golf Club on 11 August (l-r):
Christy McCormack (Retired Garda), Club President Maurice
Crotty (Thurles Branch), Sgt Cathal Godfrey and Noel
McMahon (Clare Branch).

CROTTY GRADUATION

WATERFORD GARDA STATION MEMORIAL GARDEN

Following in the family’s foosteps – Moss Crotty
(Jnr) with his parents Maurice Crotty (Thurles
Branch) and Anne Crotty from Tipperary Town,
following his graduation on 7 June. Moss has
been assigned to Waterford Garda Station.

Waterford Garda Station’s retired members and Maura
O’Sullivan, daughter of William ‘Boy’ Murphy (famous Garda
boxer who was also stationed at Waterford) pictured at the
station’s Memorial Garden (l-r): Sgt Michael Power, Garda
Mick Neville, Sgt Joe Hurley, Garda Joe Cullinane, Garda Jack
Deegan, Supt John Howard and Garda Tom Brady. (Photo
courtesy of Joe Hurley, Waterford Branch).
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POETRY CORNER

Conflict
By Michael Brady, Mullingar Branch
This world would be a happy place
If all the blind could see
And all who’s got their vision
Could with their fellowmen agree
We’re passing through this universe
And we’re passing through at speed
Why make life difficult for others
By our envy, spite and greed
Or lacking thought and consideration
As we go our selfish way
Oblivious to needs and feelings
Of those we meet each day
There’s conflict in the family
And we have it in the school
It’s there as well with neighbours
Causing misery as a rule
There’s conflict between countries
It’s there since time began
Dictators and aggressors
Have shown such inhumanity to man
There’s conflict in the workplace
And it’s in the field of sport
Such waste of time and energy
When to conflict we resort
Christianity has been sullied
By bitter religious wars
It will take charity and forgiveness
Before the wrath of God incurs
Of those who simply WILL not see
It’s said there’s none so blind
No seeing that it all begins
With the conflict in our mind

120 Síocháin

Grand Shades Of Retired
Members’ Aspects
By Tom Smith, Dungarvan Branch
It’s one of those mornings to rise to the day,
Get up, get out, and see sunshine at play.
The sun is dancing o’er the tree tops,
nature’s ensemble is playing a lively hop.
Musical squiggles wriggle on the lawn,
Summer Breeze conducts with a magic wand.
The rain has gone to the planes of Spain,
the weather is love-ly and warm again.
White clouds are shifting about in the sky,
birds are twittering around the hens’ rye.
There’s warmth within the aching bones,
sunshine and relief make a love poem.
Sitting outside on the sunny seat,
the dog hides from the manic heat.
When nature dressed him up in fur,
mother forgot a zipper to cool the cur.
The cat lies under a shady tree,
sleeping away content as could be.
Life is at peace and calm lingers,
all is blooming by nature’s green fingers.
The butterfly is flitting from flower to bush,
gliding through the air in a wonderful hush.
A heavenly garden hemmed in by trees,
a haven for birdsong and humming bees.
Time to walk the dog in the evening’s cool,
the dog’s the master and we’re back at school.
He can run and jump in the chill of the river,
bring his temperature down to a coping shiver.
Retirement covers all four seasons,
but a sunny day adds rhyme and reason.

POETRY CORNER

The Garden
Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch
We gathered as
we did before,
In a place of remembrance,
A place to reflect
On those who died,
Of those whom we respect.
Engraved names on granite stones
Reminds us of their fate,
Men who lie to rest
Uniforms manifest best.
Family, friends and colleagues
Past and present emerge,
In a sun glazed picture garden,
Hold their thoughts in reserve.
Prayers, songs and music
Ring out in this hallowed place,
Whilst all around the sounds
of people
Quickening in their pace.
The castle and its history
Stands tall, proud and strong,
While memories of loved ones
Are spoken off,
We will join them but
not for long.
The Garden with its
serpentine tracks
Leads us to the place of sorrow,
Where men called to face their foe
Will see no tomorrow.

The Pillar
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch
He stood before the cameras
Lamenting the loss of his brother,
While turmoil raged inside him
He stood with panache and courage.
He exuded all that was right
Never shirking his duty to family,
His love for those he loved
Never allowed be diminished.
Trial after trial he sat
Ensuring his family were protected
While all around the wheels
Of justice ground on,
But never delivered the
The outcomes he wanted.
His selfless duty to family
To country, public and life
Epitomised the good within
A family born from everyday strife.
A bulwark in face of adversity
A strength to all within
A sense of justice and might
He sought to do what was right.
While we mourn his passing
Laying him to rest with his brother,
We will not forget his sacrifice
He will not be matched with another.
Though we lament his passing
Our sadness all to revealing,
The pain inside incomprehensible
We remember this man with feeling.
A friend he’ll always remain
In spite of all our pain,
His courage passed on
As we carry on,
The hero that is our John.

This poem is in tribute to Garda John McCallion, family man,
friend and colleague who suddenly passed away on Friday
21 May 2019, near his home while training for the Mizen to
Malin Charity Cycle race. Garda McCallion was a brother of
Garda Robbie McCallion (deceased), a family man, colleague
and most importantly a friend.
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NEW MEMBERS
FORENAME

SURNAME

BRANCH

Dolores		
Cusack		
CLARE
Regina		McArdle		MONAGHAN
Irene		Cullinane		WEXFORD
Joan		
Calpin		
DONEGAL SOUTH
Bridie		
Burke		
CLARE
Ricahrd J		
McElligott		
CARLOW
John		
Fahy		
DUBLIN SOUTH
Fergus		
O’Brien		
WICKLOW
Mary		
O’Leary		
LIMERICK
Matthew		
Connor		
OFFALY
Rory		McCarthy		BRAY
John		
Gill		
WICKLOW
Rita		Byrne		WATERFORD
Trisha		
Slowey		
BALLINA
Timothy		Butler		WEXFORD
Derry		
Griffin		
CORK
Charles J		Barry		CORK
Patrick		Galvin		CORK
Helen		
Ward		
MULLINGAR
Michael		
Feeney		
SLIGO/LEITRIM
Owen		Connell		MONAGHAN
Margaret		
Butler		
ATHLONE
Patrick 		Ward		BRAY
Gerard		
Keating		
LIMERICK
Patrick		Behan		CORK
Rory		
O’Dwyer		
CORK
Michael		
Boland		
DUBLIN SOUTH
Con		
Nolan		
DUNDALK
Eddie 		
McLoughlin
CASTLEBAR
Declan		
Lynch		
BRAY
John
Healy		
BRAY
Ray 		
Murphy		
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Angela 		
O’Dwyer		
DUBLIN SOUTH
Brenda		
Hyland Beirne
NAAS
Betty		
O’Leary		
WICKLOW
James		
O’Brien		
TRALEE
John		
Flatley		
GALWAY
John 		Costello		MONAGHAN
James		
Kinnevane
LIMERICK
Tim 		
Galvin		
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Andrew		
O’Keeffe		
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Aidan		
Reid		
DUBLIN NORTH
Catherine		Bartley		NAAS
Sean		
Ward		
DUBLIN NORTH
John		
McCarville
NAAS
Maureen		
Doddy		
DUBLIN SOUTH
William J		
McGuire		
GALWAY
Reena 		
Canny		
KILKENNY
Liam G		
Cummins		
DUBLIN NORTH
Martina		
Kennedy		
WICKLOW
John		
Considine
LONGFORD
Maurice J		
Murphy		
TEMPLEMORE
Bob 		
Kavanagh
DUBLIN NORTH
Kevin		
Clarke		
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Brian		Goulding		CORK
Mary		Morrissey		CORK
Alan		Gosnell		CORK
Gerardine
Daly		CORK
Michael		Finucane		CORK
Patrick		Grace		CORK
James		
O’Driscoll		
DUBLIN NORTH
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ST PAUL’S 2019 SUMMER DRAW
WINNERS
Ford KUGA Titanium
Eric O Herlihy, Dungarvan Garda Station,
Co Waterford
Retired member - Ann Liston, Mallow, Co Cork
Family member - Caroline O Sullivan,
Kenmare, Co Kerry
Hyundai KONA Executive
Retired member - Thomas O Loughlin, Trim,
Co Meath
Pauline Sheehan, Tuam Garda Station,
Co Galway
Garda Staff - James Cunningham, GISC,
Castlebar, Co Mayo
5 x €5,000
Gemma Fitzpatrick, Sallins, Co Kildare
Laura Nulty, Drogheda, Co Meath
Shane Killeen, Castlerea Garda Station,
Co Roscommon
Martin Conor Long, Mullingar, Co Westmeath
Family member - Nicola Keane, Ennis Road,
Limerick
10 x €2,000
Retired member - Paul Lynch, Birr,
Co Offaly
Retired member - Thomas and Angela Sreenan,
Buncrana, Co Donegal
Family member - Mark Lynch, Midleton,
Co Cork
Roisin Walsh, Athy, Co Kildare
Darren Murphy, Kilcormac, Co Offaly
Family member - Val O’Shea, Kinsale, Co Cork
Declan & Niamh Moloney, Clonee, Dublin 15
Family member - Brian Barrins, Dangan, Galway
Michael O’Donovan, Robertstown Garda Station,
Co Kildare
Retired member - Patrick Gibbons, Birr, Co Offaly
10 x €1,000
Retired member – Noel Young, Causeway,
Co Kerry
John Whelan, Askeaton Garda Station,
Co Limerick
Family member - Rosaleen O Reilly, Bundoran,
Co Donegal
Ms Claire Kenealy, Waterford Garda Station,
Co Waterford
Mary Theresa McKeown, Bunclody, Co Wexford
Jim Brennan, Store St Garda Station, Dublin 1
Retired member - Denis A Quinlan, Bandon,
Co Cork
Retired member - Patrick J Powers, Ballyhaunis,
Co Mayo
Sean Minihan, Douglas Garda Station, Cork
Family member - Una O Carroll, Corbally,
Co. Clare

Bulletin Board
GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg Number			Name		Surname			Rank		Station

22150C			William		Kelly			Inspector		Crumlin Garda Station
24593C			

Gerard 		

Sheerin			

Sergeant		

Sligo Garda Station

24666B			David		Sheridan			Sergeant		Fingerprints Section
21790E			Anthony		Gordon			Garda		Dundrum Garda Station
23478H			

Paul		

Caffrey			

Garda		

Store Street Garda Station

24038K			

Joseph		

Corcoran			

Sergeant		

Crumlin Garda Station

00456A			

Elizabeth		

White			

Garda		

FCPO

00178C			

Lorraine		

Hogan			

Garda		

Drogheda Garda Station

21944D			James		McGowan			Chief Supt		GNDOCB
00355G			

Sarah		

Meyler			

Supt		

Garda College

00407C			Anne		Wedgeworth		Inspector		Finance
23362E			

David		

Russell			

Sergeant		

Ballyfermot Garda Station

20489G			Bernard		Young			Sergeant		Ballymun Garda Station
21608K			Michael		Kelleher			Sergeant		Anglesea Street Garda Station
23744B			

Conall		

Mallen			

Sergeant		

Garda College

24168G			Francis		Bennett			Garda		Security & Intelligence
00429D			Nuala		Wall			Garda		Blessington Garda Station
21193A			

Maurice		

Griffin			

Garda		

Athea Garda Station

23077D			

Patrick		

Healy			

Garda		

SDU

24589E			Paul		Bourke			Garda		GNIB Airport
22848F			Philip		Kavanagh			Garda		Details Section
24706E			Raymond		McDonnell			Garda		DMR Roads Policing
22566E			Thomas		Nash			Sergeant		Kanturk Garda Station
23109F			

Patrick		

Culleton			

Garda		

Muinebheag Garda Station

23653E			

Aidan		

Loughnane			

Garda		

Naas Garda Station

24701D			

Vincent		

O’Connell			

Sergeant		

DMR Blackrock

22318B			

Joseph		

O’Hara			

Sergeant		

Western Region HQ

25540H			

Cormac		

O’Connell			

Sergeant		

Callan Garda Station

00225K			Finola		McCarthy			Garda		Henry St Garda Station
24368L			

Kieran		

Kelleher			

Garda		

Inmigration Office

21566L			

Peter		

O’Shea			

Garda		

SDU

22567C			

Enda		

Quigley			

Garda		

SDU

22011F			Gerard 		Russell			Chief Supt		STOC
22231C			

Michael		

Heffernan			

Inspector		

Liaison & Protection

22815L			

Denis 		

Fogarty			

Garda		

Navan Garda Station
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DECEASED RELATIVES

NAME

SURNAME		

ADDRESS			

RELATIONSHIP			

BRANCH		

DATE OF DEATH

Bridget
Daly		
Surray, England		
Sister to Joseph Hanrahan		
Cork City		
31/03/2019
Bernadette O’ Driscoll		
Ballinlough, Cork 		
Sister to Denis O’ Driscoll		
Cork City		
28/04/2019
Mary
Hughes		
Hollymount, Mayo		
Mother of Peter Hughes		
Donegal North
09/05/2019
			
Mother in-law of Martin Hughes Monaghan 09/05/2019
Fiona
Geraghty		
Wexford Town, Wexford
Wife of Thomas Geraghty		
Wexford		
11/05/2019
Fr. Noel O’Connor		
Dundrum, Dublin		
Brother of Tom O’Connor		
Cork City		
13/05/2019
Ronnie
Histon		
Clonshaugh, Dublin 		
Brother of James Histon		
Dun Laoghaire
14/05/2019
Martin
Vizzard		
Luton, England		
Brother of Noel Vizzard		
Dublin North
15/05/2019
Michael Corcoran 		
Greenhills, Dublin 		
Brother of Kevin Corcoran		
Kilkenny		
23/05/2019
Rita
Reddy		
Tomanine, Rathnure		
Mother of Agnes Reddy		
Kilkenny		
25/05/2019
Gene
O’Mahony		
Cork			
Father of John O’Mahony		
Dublin South
29/05/2019
John
Corcoran 		
Ferbane, Offaly		
Brother in law of Andy Ginty		
Offaly		
29/05/2019
Nicole (Nikki) Cleary		
Laois/Dublin		
Daughter of John Cleary		
Laois 		
31/05/2019
John
O’Mullane		
Mourneabbey, Cork		
Brother of Chrissie Quigley		
Cork West 		
01/06/2019
Marguerite Mitchell		
Cabra, Dublin		
Sister of Maura Walsh 			
Naas		
07/06/2019
Bridget (Cissie) Sheehan
Waterford City, Waterford
Mother of Denis sheehan		
Dun Laoghaire
13/06/2019
Eamonn Gallagher		
London, England		
Brother of Jim Gallagher		
Donegal North
14/06/2019
Elizabeth Mai Beirne		
Mohill, Leitrim		
Sister of late Joe Flynn			
Laoise 		
18/06/2019
						Sister in law of Jane Flynn		Monaghan 		18/06/2019
Mary
Hayes		
Drumcondra, Dublin		
Wife of Jim Hayes			
Dublin North
19/06/2019
Una
Keating		
Athy, Kildare		
Mother of PJ Keating			
Athy		
21/06/2019
Paddy
Gibbons		
Portmarnock, Dublin		
Brother of Late Myles Gibbons		
Tralee		
30/06/2019
						
Brother in law of Jim O’Toole		
Ballina		
30/06/2019
Maria McGrath nee Wallace
Thurles, Tipperary		
Sister of Daniel (Donie) Wallace 		
Dublin South
03/07/2019
Peggy Mac Gettigan nee Mahon Dunmore, Galway		
Mother in law of John Joe Rowland
Donegal North
03/07/2019
Fr. Joe
Dolan		
Navan, Meath		
Brother of Patrick (Paddy) F Dolan		
Drogheda		
07/07/2019
						Brother of Jackie Dolan		Dublin North
07/07/2019
						
Brother in law of Mick O’Hora		
Meath		
07/07/2019
Jack
Sheehan		
Limerick City , Co Limerick
Brother of late Brian Sheehan		
Dublin North
09/07/2019
Mary
Walsh		
Lecarrow, Roscommon
TBC						
16/07/2019
Bridie
Woods		
Killorglin, Kerry		
Mother of Liam Woods			
Cork City		
16/07/2019
Thomas McSherry		
Nenagh,Tipperary		
Brother of Timothy J McSherry		
Templemore
16/07/2019
Ellen (Nellie) O’Sullivan
Waterford City, Waterford
Wife of John O’Sullivan		
Waterford		
18/07/2019
			
Waterford City, Waterford
Mother of Thomas O’Sullivan		
Waterford		
18/07/2019
Bridget (Biddy)Cullimore
Cork Road, Waterford		
Wife of Brendan Cullimore 		
Waterford		
19/07/2019
Margaret Hooper (nee McAuliffe)Charleville, Cork		
Mother of Cyril Hooper			
Mallow		
25/07/2019
Violet
Kerin (nee Irwin)
Bell Harbour, Clare		
Mother of John Kerin			
Clare		
25/07/2019
Edward (Ned) Daly		
Portlaoise, Laois		
Brother of Michael Daly		
Wexford		
28/07/2019
Maurice Cullen		
Macroom, Cork		
Brother of Bernard Cullen		
Dun Laoghaire
30/07/2019
Denis (Dinny) Roarty		
Gweedore, Donegal 		
Father in law of Kevin Dockery 		
Cavan 		
01/08/2019
Nora
Ward		
Mallow, Cork		
Mother in law of Joe Watkins		
Fermoy		
01/08/2019
Eileen
Mulligan (nee Garry) Nenagh Tipperary/Dungarvan
Wife of Vincent Mulligan 		
Nenagh		
05/08/2019
Martin
McQuinn		
Bishopstown, Cork 		
Brother of Mick McQuinn		
Limerick County
08/08/2019
Sheila
Murphy (nee O’Brien Glasnevin North, Dublin / Cork
Mother of Pat Murphy			
Cork City		
10/08/2019
Joan
Lillis (nee Daly)
Ballinode, Monaghan		
Mother in law of Pat Foley		
Monaghan		
10/08/2019
Mickey
Sheehan		
Beaufort, Kerry 		
Brother of Joe Sheehan		
Laoise 		
11/08/2019
Frank
Beattie		
Knockcroghery, Roscommon
Brother of Tim Beattie			
Cork City		
12/08/2019
						Brother of Brendan Beattie		Dublin South
12/08/2019
Sadie
Jameson (Dungan)
Athlone, Westmeath		
Mother in law of Michael Tomas		
Athlone		
15/08/2019
John
Quinn		
Foxford, Mayo		
Brother of Peter Quinn			
Limerick City
13/08/2019
Donie
O’Leary 		
Killarney, Kerry		
Brother of Pat O’Leary 		
Cork West 		
15/08/2019
Bridget
Gaine		
Santry, Dublin 9		
Wife of Samuel Gaine			
Dublin North
15/08/2019
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GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
Forename

Surname

Branch

Reg No.

Date of Death

John

Maher

Kildare North

13182B

07/05/2019

John

Hennessy

Sligo/Leitrim

10108G

08/05/2019

Pascal

Harrington

Longford

18503E

09/05/2019

Bert

McGovern

Ballina

13157A

09/05/2019

Jeremiah

Hayes

Thurles

14119D

10/05/2019

John

Hamill

Dun Laoghaire

10739E

11/05/2019

James

Greene

Dundalk

17483A

15/05/2019

Vincent Patrick

McGuinn

Dublin North

10782D

16/05/2019

Michael

Trihy

Cork City

14538F

20/05/2019

Brian A

Sheehan

Dublin North

11048E

20/05/2019

John

O’Leary

Wicklow

10784M

26/05/2019

Sean

Kirwan

Monaghan

09742L

27/05/2019

Michael

Rooney

Dublin North

14079A

01/06/2019

Martin

Bourke

Ballina

13919L

07/06/2019

Daniel

Friel

Dublin North

09600H

15/06/2019

Michael

Houlihan

Cork City

09531A

17/06/2019

Joseph

Higgins

Naas

10565A

24/06/2019

John

Byrne

Thurles

15507A

04/07/2019

Jim (James)

Fylnn

Mallow

13152K

06/07/2019

John V

Joyce

Dublin North

13479A

09/07/2019

Frank

Doyle

Dublin North

10750F

09/07/2019

Daniel (Dónal)

O’Connor

Limerick City

13331M

10/07/2019

Harry

Lambe

Dublin North

15256M

10/07/2019

Michael

Gilhooley

Wexford

10317K

15/07/2019

John

Savage

Limerick City

14518A

28/07/2019

John Joe

Keany

Dublin West

09372F

29/07/2019

Martin

McQuinn

Cork City

13969F

08/08/2019

Michael (Mick)

Drew

Dublin West

15155F

10/08/2019

Kevin

O’Brien

Dublin West

14782F

14/08/2019

Noel Eugene

Mulhern

Sligo/Leitrim

15189M

15/08/2019

DECEASED WIDOWS
Forename

Surname

Address

Branch

Date of Death

Status

Noreen

Murphy (nee Roche)

Frankfield, Cork

Cork City

06/05/2019

Widow and Member

Eileen (Nell)

Flanagan

Ballycotten, Cork.

Cork City

14/05/2019

Widow and Member

Margaret Mary

O’Rourke

Cavan Town, Cavan

Cavan

20/06/2019

Widow and Member

Breda

Conlon

Kinnegad,
Co Westmeath

Mullingar

20/06/2019

Widow and Member

Brigid

Lavin

Raheny, Dublin

Dublin North

03/07/2019

Widow
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LOOKING FOR 1958 CLASS COLLEAGUES

OCTOBER 1969 CLASS REUNION

Sligo/Leitrim Branch member Tom O’Brien [13606K] who
retired in 1988, is anxious to hear from his class mates of
1958. Contact GSRMA Office 01-4781525 or email info@
gardaretired.com with your details. Now aged 87, Tom is
the father of Vincent O’Brien, a retiree from Donegal Branch.
Perhaps this photo (courtesy of Vincent O’Brien) which was
taken during training at the Garda Depot in 1958 may jog
your memory!

With the Class of October 1969 (pictured below) now
approaching the 50th Anniversary since entering the
‘sacred hallows’ of the then Garda Training Centre in
Templemore, some people are wondering if any plans
are afoot to acknowledge the anniversary.
Mick Forde feels the occasion should be recognised
in some way and believes that there are others of
like mind. He says he’s willing to help out, and says
“life is short and this is your opportunity to renew old
acquaintances”. Please contact Mick Forde on
087-7693643 if you’re interested in attending.

Seated (l-r): Michael McIlkenny, Gerry Quigley and ‘Jildy’
Moran. Standing (l-r): Gerry Quirke, Mick Joyce and Tom
O’Brien.

Front Row (l-r): P. Togher, P. Grant, P. Farrell, M. Forde
and S. Lavin.
Second Row (l-r): Lawford, P. Roycroft, R. Cortrell, Sgt
McMahon, Sgt Maher, Sgt Quinn, R. Elser and A. Kelly.
Third Row (l-r): J. Colgan, P. Muldowney, P. Slattery,
M. Byrne, R. Lyons, M. Hession, J. McGonigle and D.
O’Meara.
Back Row (l-r): E. Rock, M. Naughton, J. Melody,
T. McNamara, J. Lyons, T. McKeon, J. McGuane and
R. Jones.

CIVIL DEFENCE COURSE FOR GARDA INSTRUCTORS (21-30 Jan 1964)
A Civil Defence Course
(No. 150 - A) for Garda
Instructors in the
Phoenix Park. Sgt Liam
Smyth (father of John
Smyth, Cavan Branch
Secretary) is in the
middle row, fourth from
the right.
(Photo courtesy of John
Smyth, Cavan Branch)
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LAHARDANE GARDA STATION
Sgt Liam Smyth (father of John Smyth, Cavan Branch
Secretary) is on the right in this photograph taken
outside Lahardane Garda Station, probably in 1961.
Names of the other two members are unknown. (Photo
courtesy of John Smyth, Cavan Branch)

ANNUAL RIC-DMP
INTERDENOMINATIONAL CEREMONY
The GSRMA President and the HARP Society (an
affiliate of the GSRMA) extend a warm welcome to all
police families and their friends to the eight annual
interdenominational ceremony for fallen RIC and DMP
members at St Paul of the Cross Church in Mount Argus,
Dublin 6W on Saturday 14 September (starting at 2pm
sharp). The Garda Chaplains will officiate with a choir
and band. Decorations and medals (police and military)
may be worn. For further details visit
www.irish-police.com.

‘THE MAKING OF A DETECTIVE’
‘The Making of a Detective’ is a unique and
gripping insight into the work of a dedicated Garda
working at the very top of his profession. This new
book by Pat Marry (Mullingar Branch) is due to hit
the streets on 26 September, with the official launch
taking place in Drogheda’s D Hotel on Tuesday 1
October at 7.30pm.
Walking out of the Garda Training College in Templemore
in 1985, Pat Marry’s burning desire was to be a detective,
but he had no idea of how to become one. In time he
realised that it was all about putting yourself forward and
taking initiative, following up hunches (even when they
seemed flimsy), being obsessive about detail, trying out
new investigative techniques, being a bit of a psychologist
and thinking laterally, honing your instincts.

Having served over three decades in the
force Marry was instrumental in solving
dozens of serious cases, including many
murders. In ‘The Making of a Detective’
he reveals the inside story of high profile
investigations he led, such as the murders of
Rachel Calally by her husband Joe O’Reilly.
He also recounts fascinating detail of
cases that have faded from public memory, such as the
1990 murder of Marilyn Rynn, which involved the first use
of DNA evidence to solve a crime in Ireland. And also the
2001 murder of Mary Gough by her husband Colin Whelan,
a case that was resolved largely through a painstaking
trawl through Whelan’s internet use –something that was
new at the time.

DECEMBER 1959 A/B CLASS REUNION
A class reunion for the December 1959 A/B is being mooted presently to celebrate the milestone of 60 years since
recruits were attested on 9 December 1959. Therefore, it is hoped that a reunion will be held on either 9 or 10
December this year. The venue is yet to be decided, and may be the Aisling Hotel. If anyone is interested in attending
(including the ‘esteemed instructors’ at the time) please contact either John Fadden on 049-9526173, email:
jakmar@me.com or John Thornhill 087-9009717, email: johnthornhillsenior@gmail.com
(Photo courtesy of John Thornhill [14146A])
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