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LOOKING AFTER THE  
‘JOB FOR LIFE’

If Ireland is to thrive as a nation fairness and equity is needed for all regardless of profession 
past or present, the new National Wage Agreement needs to enshrine the parity provision 
in the legislation. When serving in An Garda Síochána, members often heard that this 
job was one for life, but is this really the case wonders GSRMA General Secretary Paschal 
Feeney.

Compulsory retirement age varied as we went through 
our service. I grew up in a Garda household and while 

the compulsory retirement age was 63, the option to 
retire was always there with full pension after 30 years 
approved service. 
     Those words ‘approved service’ were critical back in 
the 1960s and 70s, very seldom was the approved service 
abridged. Compulsory retirement age was then reduced 
to age 60 with 30 years’ service and then to 57 years, as 
always the criteria was with 30 years’ full service.
     The trend at that time was to reduce the compulsory 
retirement age to 55 years. However, life as does lifestyle 
changes. The compulsory age was again increased from 
57 years to 60 years for all ranks. As I said lifestyles 
change, so are we are now looking north to 65. 
     Physical fitness was always paramount for a policeman 
to do his work effectively. This is extremely important in 
this modern society in which we live. Almost on a daily 
basis we hear of yet another murder; another seizure of 
drugs, our every move as a policeman is being monitored 
by someone either in officialdom or via social media. 
     As we go through life the question of working beyond 
65 is a divisive issue, and the question is posed ‘what do 
they need to work for?’ They are depriving a younger 
person from meaningful employment. As with the radical 
change in lifestyles we are living longer, expect more 
and so consider we should work longer. Our President 
Uachtarain Michael D. Higgins’s age came into sharp 
focus in his re-election recently. 
     Why is it acceptable that in some professions age is 
not a hindrance; politicians, judges, doctors, surgeons to 
name a few, so why not Gardaí? I mention all of these 
issues as it is forecast that one quarter of our population 
shall be over 65 years of age in the 2050s. This places 
huge demands on pensions. 
     The reality is that we need people in employment 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

to pay for an aging 
population. I am 
not saying when in 
employment we don’t 
continue to contribute 
to our pensions, that 
is a given. However, 
it’s now over a decade 
since retired members 
of An Garda Síochána 
received any type of 
pension increase. 
     On the contrary, 
during that time 
we have had out 
pensions cut, we have 
had pension levies 
imposed on us, and 
the myth out there in 
the public mind is that 
we never contributed 
to our pensions. 
     The new National 
Pay Agreement is fast 
approaching, 2020 is the year earmarked by Government 
to align Public Service Pensions for those who retired 
after 29 February 2012. Public Service Pensions Act 2012 
provided members of the Oireachtas with far greater 
enhancements than others within the retired public 
service. 
     This is all wrong! If we are to thrive as a nation we 
need fairness and equity for all regardless of profession 
past or present. The new National Wage Agreement 
needs to restore parity for all and enshrine the parity 
provision in the legislation. I go back to the start ‘A Job 
for Life’ – but will you still need me when I am 65?

President Michael D. Higgins’s age 
came into sharp focus in his re-
election recently.
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ATHLONE BRANCH

ATHY BRANCH

Pictured at the Athlone Branch AGM on 12 February in the Shamrock 
Lodge Hotel: Front Row (l-r): Mick Tomas, Paschal Feeney, Gen Sec., 
Noel Dowd, Mick Egan, Jean Down, Karen Dowd, John Hickey and 
Dympna Ryan. Middle Row (l-r): Vincent Johnston, Pat McLoughlin, Con 
Moynihan, Mick Donnellan, John Donnellan, Gerry O’Dowd, John Burke, 
Paddy Colleran, Mike Cronin, Joe Gaffney, Mary O’Connor and Rory 
Ryan. Back Row (l-r): Mick Larkin, John O’Brien, Brendan Bradley, Joe 
Hanney, PJ Lenihan, Mick Macauley, John Mulligan and Mick Bohan.

Sean’s Bar in Athlone is the oldest bar in Ireland est. 
900AD.

(Photos courtesy of Theo Hanley)

Some attendees pictured at the Athy Branch 
Anniversary Mass for deceased members 
of An Garda Síochána (serving and retired). 
This was a most enjoyable social occasion. In 
attendance was GSRMA’s Vice President Marie 
Roche and General Secretary Paschal Feeney 
who addressed the meeting in relation to the 
importance of social interaction with retired 
colleagues, and Paschal Feeney urged those 
present who were not members of GSRMA to join 
and become members of the newly-formed Athy 
Branch. 

BRAY BRANCH
Annual Mass for Deceased Members: It was a busy 
winter season for the Bray Branch kicking off on 15 
November 2018 with the Annual Mass for Deceased 
Members at St Peter’s Parish Church in Little Bray. 
Over 80 attendees, which included a number of serving 
and many retired members with family, celebrated 
Mass with Fr Joe Whelan and afterwards enjoyed light 
refreshments in the Parish Hall. Thanks to all for your 
attendance and support, including Bray Garda Social 
Fund for their donation towards the event.

Raffle raises €500 for ‘Aoife’s Clown Doctors’: 
Saturday 8 December saw over 100 members, family 
and guests attend the Annual Christmas Lunch in Bray 
Golf Club. The event was a tremendous success and 

grows in strength every year. 
     The Committee thanks all those who attended as 
well as those who sponsored prizes for the raffle, which 
traditionally supports a small charity. A total of €500 
was raised from the proceeds of the raffle for this year’s 
beneficiary – ‘Aoife’s Clown Doctors’ – which was set 
up in memory of little Aoife Hendrick by her parents and 
friends that now benefits children from all over Ireland.
     This very small charity aims to bring joy and 
happiness to children who are patients of Crumlin 
Children’s Hospital – a wonderful cause. For 
further information about the charity visit www.
aoifesclowndoctors.ie or visit their Facebook Page 
under the same name.
     This donation will go a long way in bringing many 
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smiles and laughter to many 
children who face major health 
issues. Well done to all our 
members and should other 
branches be interested in 
supporting this cause please 
email Bray Branch Treasurer Mick 
Lernihan micklernihan@gmail.
com.

2019 Social Outings: Bray 
Branch is planning a number of 
social outings later in the year 
including sampling its wonderful 
home county of Wicklow – The 
Garden County – with its national 
park, monastic sites, upland areas 
and many coastal amenities.

Branch AGM: The AGM will be 
held in the iconic Harbour Bar 
in Bray at on Tuesday 5 March 
(starting at 3.30pm), and thanks 
to the Duggan Family for their 
continued support of the GSRMA 
in Bray. The agenda will feature a 
review of the activities in 2018 and 
plans for 2019 and the future of 
the Bray Branch.

GSRMA Branch Chairman Tom Conway presents 
€500 raised from the proceeds of the raffle 
to Fiona, Joe and little Joseph Ward on 22 
December 2018. Joseph has leukaemia and is a 
big fan of ‘Clown Doctors’.

Best wishes for 2019 to all members of the GSRMA, their families and friends from 
the Harbour Bar in Bray.

CARLOW BRANCH
Branch members enjoyed a wonderful meal at the Carlow 
Branch Annual Christmas Dinner in the Seven Oaks Hotel, 
Carlow on 16 December. A raffle was held for a nice selection 
of spot prizes, which was well received. Our coffee mornings 
will continue for 2019 on the first Tuesday of each month at 
10.30am in the Seven Oaks Hotel.

Mass for Deceased Members: A Mass in thanksgiving 
for the life of all deceased members of An Garda 
Síochána was con-celebrated by his Grace, Bishop 
John Buckley and Fr Pat Stevenson (PP) Crosshaven at 
the SMA Church Wilton on 16 November 2018. 
     Special prayers were offered for the following who 
died during the year: Michael Hennessy, Peter Mulvee, 
Pat Coogan, John O’Mahony, John Hickey, Brendan 
McManamon, Bernard Lynch, Michael Fahey, Mary 
O’Connell, John Ryan, Cormac Moroney, P.J. Callanan 
and Garda Eric Keane. 
     During the homily Fr Stevenson paid tribute to the 
many Garda widows present and the burden they had 
to endure with raising families following the death of a 
loving husband and father.

Christmas Lunch: Our Christmas lunch at Rochestown 
Park Hotel attracted a record attendance of 140 patrons. 
The delicious food, drinks, 26 spot prizes and music 
helped our colleagues and friends to enjoy five happy 
hours together.
     The band was really appreciated with many people 
taking to the dance floor. Sincere thanks to Jim Healy, 
Frank Corrigan, Ollie Keany and Bernie Feeney 
for songs, music and recitations. The organising 
committee appreciate those who provided transport 
and Community Garda Lorraine O’Donovan for her 
wonderful assistance. We have already reserved 
Rochestown Park Hotel for Thursday 4 December 2019.
Certificates of Appreciation: The annual presentation 
of GSRMA Certificates of Appreciation will take place at 

CORK CITY BRANCH
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Rochestown Park Hotel on Thursday 16 May, during a special coffee morning 
and ceremony, where 14 certificates will be presented to people who have 20 
years GSRMA membership.

Summer Tour: This year’s summer tour on 17-20 June will involve a three-
night stay at Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar, from where we plan to visit 
many places in the midlands. Contact the Branch Secretary for further details.

Cork City AGM: All retired members and Garda widows are reminded that 
the Cork AGM takes place at Rochestown Park Hotel at 8pm on Tuesday 
26 March. For further information contact Tim Bowe, Secretary of Cork City 
Branch, on 087-2209253.

Christmas Draw Winner: Congratulations to Dave Walsh who won a Ford 
Kuga motorcar in the St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Christmas Draws.  Dave 
has taken an active part in many of our trips and attends all of our social 
functions.

Dave Walsh was the winner of Ford 
Kuga Car in St Paul’s Credit Union. 
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork 
City Branch)

Donegal North Branch members attended another 
very successful Christmas function in Stranorlar/
Ballybofey last December and were delighted to be 
joined by colleagues from the Donegal South Branch. 
     The event was again organised by the Joint 
Associations Committee in Donegal. This divisional-
based committee includes representatives of 
the Garda service at divisional level and all the 
Garda-related associations; the GSRMA, IPA, GRA 
and AGSI continue to play important roles in the 
management and funding of committee-organised 
events in the Donegal Division since the mid-2000s. 
     Since its inception, the committee has enjoyed 
considerable support from the various Garda sports 
and social clubs in Donegal. And when required it has 
received the necessary support of both Garda Credit 
Unions. 
The 2018 Committee included Michael Finan, 
Letterkenny (Supt), Goretti Sheridan, Letterkenny 
(Supt), Garda Sean Mulroe, (Divisional Office) Sgt 
Paul Wallace (AGSI), Garda Brendan O’Connor, 
(GRA), Vincent O’Brien, Michael Keane, P.J. Davey, 

Willie Maye and Joe Lynch. (GSRMA Donegal North 
and South).
     Each year the annual Christmas function 
organised by the committee is supported by 
GSRMA members from the Donegal North and 
South Branches, with many members travelling 
considerable distances to attend and some retired 
members returning from other counties to meet up 
with their former work colleagues. 
     The night began with Mass in St Mary’s Church, 
Stranorlar, celebrated by Fr Kieran McAteer, PP. 
Retired member Jim Moore read the scriptures 
and GSRMA member Michael Keane assisted as 
Eucharistic Minister. 
Carmel O’Reilly (wife of GSRMA member Barney 
O’Reilly, Letterkenny) added significantly to the 
ceremony by singing the hymns exquisitely, just as 
she does in the Cathedral in Letterkenny on a regular 
basis. Carmel was accompanied on the organ by 
Rodney Harding. A hot-punch reception welcomed us 
to the Villa Rose hotel in Ballybofey. 
     Supt. Michael Finan, Letterkenny representing 

DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH

Chris Lavin, Donegal North Branch (centre) pictured with 
Donegal South Branch members Joe Bradley (left) and Pat 
O’Donnell (right).

Committee member Sean Mulroe with his parents John and 
Rosaleen, Donegal South Branch.
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the Divisional Officer welcomed all present to 
the Christmas function. Praising the work of the 
organisers, Michael lauded the large attendance on 
making the effort to attend this important occasion 
in the annual calendar of Garda related events in 
Donegal. Donegal North Branch member Kevin 
O’Malley was the official photographer for the night.
     A charity fund draw for two large Christmas 
Hampers and numerous smaller prizes then took 
place following the sale of tickets which realised 
€630. The Everglow Project (Letterkenny) and 
The Lourdes Irish Pilgrim Trust, our two nominated 
charities, received €315 each.

Date For Your Diary: The 2019 Christmas Mass 
and Function will take place in Stranorlar/Ballybofey 
on Friday 29 November. For the first time, the event 
will take place on a Friday night. This change has 
been made to facilitate members and spouse/partner 
who may be working and for whom attending on 
Thursday nights proved difficult. We hope that this will 
encourage many more to attend this year.

Garda Memorial Day 2019: This year marks the 
10th anniversary of the death of our late colleagues, 
Garda Robbie McCallion and Garda Gary McLoughlin 
of the Letterkenny and Buncrana Garda Districts 
respectively, who died in the line of duty. 
     While time seems to have moved ever so swiftly in 
those passing years, it has not dimmed in any way the 
fond memories held of our fallen colleagues by our 
GSRMA members and the serving Gardaí in Donegal. 
     This Anniversary year provides an opportune 

time for all to show solidarity with the McCallion and 
McLoughlin families and with the Garda service to 
remember Robbie and Gary at the Garda Memorial 
Day in May.
     The GSRMA Donegal North Branch will again 
organise coach travel to the Garda Memorial Day and 
we invite you to join us. We will leave Letterkenny 
on the Saturday morning, with a stop for breakfast in 
Castleblaney. Following the Memorial Day ceremony, 
there may be time for a visit to a place of interest in 
the city. Dinner in Castleblaney on the return journey 
will also be organised. 
Members are encouraged to include their spouse/
partner in attending this Memorial Day service. As 
usual, an invitation will be extended to the adjoining 
GSRMA Branch Committee of Donegal South and the 
Committee of Branches passed through on the way to 
Dublin for their members to join us. 
     It is hoped that serving members will be 
encouraged to attend this year and we will be inviting 
them to avail of our transport and join our members at 
this event. Non-GSRMA retired members in Donegal 
will be invited to join us. 
     The GSRMA Donegal North Branch committee has 
put funding in place to provide subsidised travel for 
GSRMA members, who wish to avail of the organised 
coach travel to this special event. 
     If you’re interested in attending, please contact 
any of the following committee members to book your 
seats: Michael Kearns (074-9135528); Willie Maye 
(086-2851194); Michael Keane (087-6774618); Noel 
McGoohan (086-8045297) and Joe Lynch (086-
2338603).

Over recent months very informative and interesting 
speakers addressed our monthly coffee mornings 
held on the last Tuesday of each month in the Skylon 
Hotel, Drumcondra. We had presentations delivered by 
Stephen Spierin, BL, Northside Community Law Centre, 
on the subject of Wills, Probate, Succession Acts and 
the need to have an Enduring Power of Attorney in 
place while in good health. 
     We also had presentations from Stephen Sheeren, 
Garda Credit Union, and Owen Connell of St. Paul’s 
Garda Medical Aid, outlining the value and benefits of 
membership of these Associations. Other speakers 
who added joy, fun and light entertainment if also a 
little knowledge to their presentations were our own 
members Michael Mc Glynn, Barney Mc Mahon, P.J. 
Riordan and Hugh Byrne.
     Our sincere thanks to all our speakers for their 
presentations and also to all you members who attend  
regularly at coffee mornings and indeed to all our 
passive members who continue to support the GSRMA 

and our branch committee who works in our members 
interests.
     An outing to Westport last January organised 
by the Social Sub-Committee of the GSRMA, was 
well attended by members of this branch. That’s not 
surprising as our CC member Frank Fitzpatrick is an 
active member of the Social Sub-Committee. Reports 
from Westport suggests that it was a roaring success. 
There were singing, dancing, outings and indeed Santa 
Claus made a belated appearance in the person of our 
member John O’Brien. No better man – Ho-Ho-Ho – 
John. 
     Not to be outdone Frank was one of the elves, and 
he also read a lesson at the Mass in Knock. A man for 
all seasons is our Frank. Our President Matt Givens 
also got involved and was Santa’s assistant. 
Our Christmas Lunch was attended by over 90 of our 
members and our thanks go to John Collins and Pat 
Garvey for their outstanding work in making this a 
memorable occasion. As usual the background music 

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH
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was provided by Pat Lee and some outstanding singers 
from our group gave us wild entertainment as usual. 
Our long serving members John Murphy and Michael 
O Connor raised the roof with their contributions. Our 
thanks to you all.
     Congratulations to Patricia Kelly (wife of Dermot, 
Dublin North Branch member) who was the outright 
winner of the short story competition with her story 
‘Voices in the Chimney’. This is the third time that Dublin 
North Branch had a winner in this competition, well 
done all!
     The Cara Craoibh first piloted in Dublin North and 
now nationwide is well received here and our volunteers 
are busy visiting the sick and bereaved and offering a 
listening ear and support to all concerned. Dublin North Branch Party .

A large number of branch members attended the 
Garda Historical Society Lecture, at the new Kevin 
Street Garda Station in mid-November 2018, on 
the RIC/DMP deaths associated with the War of 
Independence. This excellent lecture was delivered 
by Inspector Paul Maher and Garda Historian Jim 
Herlihy.
     During the months of November/December 2018 
– a number of branch members were involved in the 
organisation of the ‘Light to Light Ceremony’ at Our 
Lady’s Hospice & Care Services in both Harold’s 
Cross and Blackrock, which was one of the major 
fundraising events of the year, for the hospice.
     Congratulations to out branch colleague – William 
Ryan, winner of the GSRMA’s Website Quarterly 
Draw. On 6 December 2018, 77 branch members 
attended the Spawell Complex for the annual 

Christmas Lunch – great humour and stories were 
exchanged. Like the ‘Late Late Show’ everyone left 
with a spot prize. Sadly, our photographer, also a 
branch member, was ill and unable to photograph the 
event.
     All the South Dublin Branch members have 
returned safely to the nest, from their annual trip to 
the Westport Woods Hotel. Hoarse from singing – 
tired from swimming/ eating and drinking tea – they 
still found time for a few prayers, at the nearby Knock 
Shrine.
     Sadly on 26 December 2018 – two of our 
esteemed colleagues passed on to their eternal rest – 
Pat Slevin, one of the original members of the Garda 
Dog Unit and a champion fisherman and Jim McGuirk, 
Assistant Secretary of the branch. To those who are 
currently ill – we wish a speedy return to good health.

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH
On 11 September 2018 at 9am Dublin West 
Branch set out on its tour with a full itinerary. 
The first stop was the Botanic Gardens for 
a conducted tour of this marvellous facility 
(pictured right).      
     We then had an excellent snack of tea 
and scones, before boarding the bus and 
setting out for a tour of Glasnevin cemetery. 
We were taken to the tomb of the liberator 
Daniel O’Connell, who founded Glasnevin 
Cemetery, and we got an excellent talk on 
his involvement in both the cemetery and the 
history of Ireland. 
     Then we went to the grave of O’Donovan 
Rossa and where there was a stirring the 
rendition of Pearse’s speech by an actor, this 
speech made Pearse a national figure, even 
with the Passage of time the speech is very 

moving. We then carried on with our tour and visited the old mill in 
Skerries where the old methods of milling flour were explained. 
     The final leg of our tour was a lovely meal at the Blue Pub in 
Skerries. A happy band then returned to Westmanstown having 
had a very pleasant day. A special thanks to Barbara Kenny and 
Mick Byrne for organising the lovely day.
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DUNGARVAN BRANCH
Dungarvan Branch held its Annual Mass for 
deceased members on Monday 19 November 2018. 
The Mass was celebrated by PP Father Brendan 
Crowley in the Park Hotel, Dungarvan. Terry Carty 
did the reading and afterwards Michael Blake, branch 
chairman, gave a brief talk in which he thanked all 
participants.

     Father Crowley, whose father was a member, 
spoke of his very happy childhood living in various 
Garda stations. He commented how proud his 
father would be to see him celebrate this special 
Mass. The congregation chatted over refreshments 
afterwards. Thanks to Pat Norris for organising a 
most memorable ceremony. 

Terry Carty did the reading at the Mass celebrated by PP 
Father Brendan Crowley in Dungarvan’s Park Hotel.

Members of Dungarvan Branch pictured at the Annual Mass 
for deceased members.

LAOIS BRANCH
Members of Laois Branch pictured at the Christmas Lunch held in O’Gorman’s Portlaoise on 4 December 2018.

Pictured (l-r): Tom Jones, Bill Keyes, Niall Lynch, Liam 
Delaney, Gerry Dillon, Aidan Boyle, Noel Gilsenan, Ben 
Thornton and Mick McEvoy.

Pictured (l-r): Niall Lynch, Liam Delaney, Gerry Dillon and 
Aidan Boyle.

Pictured (l-r): Ben Thornton, Mick McEvoy, Gerry Cawley, Jim 
Phelan and Tom Jones. Pictured (l-r): John Dwyer and Seamus Holden



The branch meets on the first Tuesday of the month 
at Baker’s Bar at 11am. All are welcome. Big thanks 
to the branch committee who organised the well-

attended Christmas Party on 6 December, which 
was a lovely occasion. For further information email 
EamonHession@hotmail.co.uk

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH

Pictured (l-r): Pat Walsh, Leo Tansey, Denis Bowe 
and Martin Cashin. Pictured (l-r): John Coleman, Sylvia Donovan Ann Maher.

‘Mizen to Malin Family Cycle’ raises over €25,000 
for 3Ts charity: Four members of the Bell family from 
Monaghan completed the tough and enduring five-day 
cycle challenge from Mizen Head (Cork) to Malin Head 
(Donegal) in memory of their late father, D/Sgt Gabriel 
Bell, Monaghan Garda Station. 
     And the cycle was also held to raise much-needed 
funds for the 3Ts charity – Turn the Tide of Suicide – 
which was set up to help raise awareness of suicide in 
Ireland and to aid in research, intervention and support 
for bereaved families.  
     Gabriel, who died on 24 December 2017, was a 
keen cyclist who took part in major cycling events the 
length and breadth of Ireland and beyond. He was also 
a very active member of the Emyvale 
     Cycling Club in Monaghan and was recognised 
nationally as a very competent organiser of cycling 
events.  
     Gabriel was a loving husband, father, son, brother, 
loyal colleague and friend as well as being a very 
competent, courteous and popular member of An 
Garda Síochána. His wife Noreen is a member of the 
Monaghan Branch.
     Mark, Shauna, Dara and David Bell began their 
cycle at Mizen Head, on 22 August 2018, completing 
the challenge over five days to reach their destination 
of Malin Head on 26 August. Cycling in relay through 
the counties of Cork, Limerick, Tipperary, Offaly and 
Donegal they covered a total distance of 620km. A 
total of €25,000 was raised for the 3Ts charity, and the 
cheque was presented to Lisa Alford on 20 October 
2018.
     The family wishes to thank our colleague Mick Ryan, 
Cavan Branch, for his assistance in driving the van 
and his support and encouragement along the way, 

family friend Lisa Dale, who drove the accompanied 
car, in addition to other sponsors and the public who 
generously donated to the event. 

Coffee morning raises €2,418 in aid of ‘SOSAD’ at 
Monaghan Garda Station: On Friday 16 November, 
2018, a coffee morning organised by Sgt Tony 
Campbell, took place in Monaghan Station, also in 
memory of Gabriel.
     Many of our members, who reside in Monaghan 
District attended, and €2,418 was raised for the SOSAD 
(Save Our Sons and Daughters) suicide awareness 
and prevention charity. The Bell family would also like 
to thank both serving and retired members of An Garda 
Síochána for their contributions to these events and 
support given to the family.

MONAGHAN BRANCH

Lisa Dale and Mick Ryan (centre) pictured with (l-r): Dara, 
Shauna, Mark and David Bell.
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NAAS BRANCH

On 28 November 2018 members from Naas Branch 
visited Nicky Roche (RIP) to present him with his 
GSRMA 20-Year Membership Certificate. Nicky was 
a wonderful member who participated in all local and 
social events, and was always available for a bit of 
music on his tin whistle or to sing a song. 
     The past year was a very hard one for Nicky and 
his family as unfortunately his health was failing. 
When we visited to present Nicky with his 20-year 
certificate and a GSRMA tie, we were made so 

welcome by Nicky and his wife Mary and many stories 
were told and anecdotes swapped. Nicky was in good 
spirits and was delighted with our efforts.
     Sadly he passed away on Christmas Eve 
surrounded by his loving wife and family. At his funeral 
on 27 December 2018 it was such a celebration of 
a life well lived and a lovely tribute to a great man, 
loving husband, father and grandfather. We offer our 
sincere condolences to Mary and the family. May 
Nicky’s gentle soul Rest in Peace.
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Naas Branch members presented Nicky Roche with his GSRMA 20-Year Membership Certificate in November 2018.

N. Lynagh, G. Murray, D. O’Brien and T. Walsh.N. McGuire, P. Farrelly, A. McHugh, M. Clarke and M. Connor.

B. Sheridan, D. Duffin, M. Gillespie, W. O’Grady and N. Higgins. (Photos courtesy of Michael Dalton, Offaly Branch) 

OFFALY BRANCH
Branch members at the Christmas Lunch in Tullamore’s Court Hotel in December 2018. 
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SLIGO/LEITRIM BRANCH

John Coyne received his GSRMA Certificate of Appreciation at the 
Sligo/Leitrim AGM in Sligo’s Embassy Rooms. GSRMA members pictured at the Sligo/Branch AGM. 

WATERFORD BRANCH
The Branch was welcomed to the Waterford Golf Club 
(WGC) by the Captain John Hayes, who outlined the 
close links between An Garda Síochána and WGC, 
the longest established and only members’ golf club in 
Waterford City. 
     He acknowledged the great contribution to the 
club made by members, serving and retired both at 
membership and committee level, and said he looked 
forward to the continued association with An Garda 
Síochána. 

The Association’s guest speaker at the coffee morning 
was Matt Shanahan, Founder and PRO for the ‘Hand 
on Heart; campaign on behalf of Health Equality for 
the South East www.hefse.com/. Matt provided some 
worrying and very challenging facts facing coronary 
patients in the south east. 
     The inequity of service provision, which prevails in 
the country, with consequent risk and survival rates due 

to geography is astonishing. Matt’s passion, honesty 
and integrity were refreshing to witness in his address to 
the GSRMA group present.
     Over 35 GSRMA members who were present in 
Waterford Golf Club all agreed that ‘Health Equality for 
the South East’ and the ‘Hand on Heart’ campaign will 
receive ongoing support from the Waterford Branch.
     The Waterford Branch wants to acknowledge and 
welcome new members to the branch and 2019 will be 
another year of interest and expectation. The supports 
given to the retired members of An Garda Síochána by 
the GSRMA at a national level is much appreciated.

The senior member of the Waterford Branch – Rose 
Tobin – departed in her 99th year. Rose was born in 
Cloncovid, Kilcoy, Co. Longford in 1920. Her first job 

Urgent Cardiac Care

24 hour walk in service. No GP referral needed.
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EXPERIENCING
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BREATHLESSNESS?
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7 days a week; our expert cardiology team are available 
when you need them - any time of the day or night.

1800 247 999

www.materprivate.ie
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was in Duigan’s Mills in Co. Leitrim. She moved to Waterford 
where she worked in the Granville Hotel as a receptionist and 
book-keeper.
     It was here that she met the man in the uniform, Garda 
Liam Tobin, and love blossomed. They were married in 1948 
and first resided in Ballytruckle, Waterford City before moving 
to Rockenham, Ferrybank in 1952. Rose and Liam reared a 
family of four boys and two girls. 
     Rose had a diverse set of friends through her involvement 
in the ICA, the Legion of Mary and many other community 
organisations. Rose and Liam had wonderful friends and 
travelled extensively with the GSRMA.
     Rose was a wonderful mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother and will be missed by her six children, 17 
grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. May God be Good 
to Her.

WEXFORD BRANCH
Christmas Party: The Wexford Branch Christmas Party took place in the Ferrycarrig Hotel in Wexford on 18 
December 2018 and once again John Coady was the man who pulled all the strings together to make it a very 
enjoyable night. 

Pictured (l-r): Joan and Tom Miller, Sean and Rose O’Leary and John 
Mullins.

Pictured (l-r): Frank Corley, Davy Fitzgerald and John 
Mullins.

Pictured at the end-of-year prize-giving night for bowling on 22 January 2019:

Standing (l-r): John Coady, Chris McEnerney, Mike Rouse and Mick 
Duggan.Seated (l-r): John Barron, Joan Miller, Anita McEnerney and 
Rowland Connell.

Rowland Connell, Eamonn Moloughney, Tom Flynn and 
Arthur Coughlan (New Ross).
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed 

of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see 

included in the future, contact the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 

Willie Keogh, Pat O’Neill, Willie Walsh and Mick Galvin.

Wexford Coffee Morning: The branch’s first coffee morning of 2019 at the National Heritage Park in Ferrycarrig, 
Wexford on 6 February was well attended. 

Pictured (l-r): Michael Daly, Eugene Byrne, David O’Carroll 
(visiting from Bray Branch), Tom Cantwell, Joe McCarthy, Pat 
O’Neill and John Hayes.

Siobhan Coughlan, Joan Miller, Mary Aherne and Harriet 
Fitzgerald.

Jim and Betty O’Connell and Mary O’Neill. Charlie O’Gorman, Tom Conway, Jim O’Connell, Jerry Keely and 
John Mullins.

Tom Aherne, Willie Keogh, Joe McCarthy and Peter Ryan.
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ONE CLICK AWAY 
FROM GSRMA 

BENEFITS!
Retired members of An Garda Síochána can maximise 
their spending power with thousands of offers from top 
brands, save with vouchers, cashback and e-codes, by 
following some easy registration steps to sign up for the 
all-important Discount Scheme, which is now available 
to all GSRMA members, according to General Secretary 
Paschal Feeney.

Follow the steps required below to register for the 
discount scheme. You can only register online with 

your Garda registered number. Each GSRMA member can 
bring three other users into the scheme, whether they are 
spouse’s partners or children or others; the allocation of 
the supplementary users is entirely down to the GSRMA 
member in question. 
     The benefits of this new scheme are enormous and 
there is literally something in the scheme for everyone. 
GSRMA has bought into the scheme, so despite the 
added benefits there is no increase in your GSRMA 
subscription. 
     If, as a serving member you were a member of this 
Discount Scheme and you retire, the only way you can 
get back into the scheme is by becoming a member of 
GSRMA. 
     We hope that this shall add to our recruitment 
drive and encourage those outside the fold to become 
GSRMA members. As well as the massive 
savings in terms of food, entertainment, 
insurance, online shopping and travel, 
you also have the facility to undertake 
e-learning and secure qualification in a 
broad range of subjects. Remember if 
you are not in you simply cannot benefit. 

Getting started is easy
1. Go to gra.group-login.com.
2. Click the ‘Register Now’ button.
3. Enter your personal details and 

complete all fields in the form.
4. Enter your Registration Number.

5. Choose a password with a minimum of 8 characters 
(include letters and numbers).

6. Well done! You are registered.

Add a shortcut to your browser toolbar
• Go to gra.group-login.com
• Explorer – Drag the webpage icon from the address 

bar to an empty space on the toolbar.
• Firefox – Drag the webpage icon (or ‘information’ 

icon) from the address bar to an empty space on the 
toolbar.

• Google Chrome – Right click in a free space on 
the toolbar and click on ‘Add Page’, name the page 
whatever you like and click on ‘save’.

Add an icon to your mobile phone homescreen 
• Go to gra.group-login.com
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• I-Phone – Tap the ‘Share’ button on your browser’s 
toolbar (it’s the rectangle with an arrow pointing up). 
Choose a name for the home screen icon. Tap on 
‘add’.

• Android – Press the menu button in the top-right 
corner of the browser, then tap on either ‘Page’ or 
‘Add to Home Screen’. Tap ‘Add Page Shortcut’. Your 
shortcut should now appear on your home screen.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
To ensure that the newsletter reaches you, simply add 
our address as it appears in the ‘From’ line of the email to 
your address book. The email will not be moved to your 
junk folder.

GSRMA SERVICES
Let us know if you need the services of Tax Advisor Mary 
Farrell and Social Welfare Advisor Kevin Kelly by simply 
emailing info@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.  
     With that information we can assess the areas of 
demand and bring those services to you and various 
regional centres around the country. Don’t miss out on 
this free one-to-one service and all by simply being a 
GSRMA member.

REVISED WEBSITE
We are about to launch a totally revised and modernised 
website, and anticipate greater interaction with the new 
site as it will be more dynamic than our present system, 
which has served us so well since we launched it back in 
2012. 
     In conjunction with this new initiative we’re hoping 
to launch a GSRMA App which we will encourage you to 

download and install on your mobile 
device (Apple or Android) to give 
you instance news as it is published 
on our new website. All of these 
new changes will take on board the 
criticism of our present system as 
vented by many delegates at last 
year’s Annual Delegate Conference.
     To facilitate the launch of our 
new website there is lots of work 
going on in the background, which 
will result in the current system 
being slow or unavailable during 
our lead-in. So, please accept my 
apologies in advance for this.

GRA LIFE ASSURANCE SCHEME 
As you are aware the sum assured 
under the GRA Life Assurance 
scheme dropped from €100,000 
on death up to age 65, to €10,000 
from age 65 to 70 years of age. 
GSRMA has been successful in 
influencing that sum assured 

upwards from €10,000 to a new figure of €45,000 
which will apply from age 65 to 70 (effective from 1 
January 2019). 
     If you are already in the age bracket over 65 and 
paying €2.00 per month then you must remain with that 
bracket up to your 70th birthday. Remember the scheme 
is administered by GRA (not GSRMA). However, we will 
make any enquirers on your behalf with GRA that do no 
breach the rules of the GDPR

UPCOMING CHANGES TO PENSIONS 
*Irish Pensions Sector
Ireland is unlike other European countries in how its 
private pensions are provided. One of the main features 
of the Irish pensions sector is the large number of small 
independent occupational pension schemes in operation. 
This means that many more individuals are involved 
as trustees in the running of pensions in Ireland than 
elsewhere.
     In February 2018, the Government published 
‘A Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023’ that 
proposes, amongst other things, to reduce the number 
of small independent occupational pension schemes. 
Multi-employer schemes and personal pensions will 
be encouraged, as is commonplace in other European 
countries. 

*New EU Directive
At EU level, new legislation has been passed governing 
occupational pension schemes. The EU Directive on the 
activities and supervision of institutions for occupational 
retirement provision (IORP II) came into effect on 13 
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January 2019. 
     It aims to improve 
governance and regulation 
standards that apply to 
occupational pension 
schemes. It imposes 
additional professional 
standards for people 
involved in managing 
pension schemes. It 
also applies standards 
on communications 
and information to be 
provided to members and 
prospective members. 
The Directive is due to 
be transposed into Irish 
legislation in early 2019.

The new EU Directive 
includes:
•  A requirement for 

pension trustees, as a 
body, to meet certain 
minimum qualification, 
experience and probity 
standards.

• Greater obligations on trustees to ensure that certain 
key people involved in the day-to-day management of 
pension funds have the necessary qualifications and 
experience.

• A requirement to notify the Pensions Authority when 
certain key people are being appointed to the day-to-
day running of pension funds.

• A requirement to have detailed written policies on 
issues such as risk management and internal audit.

• Enhanced powers for the Pensions Authority to 
intervene in the running of pension schemes.

• Minimum standards of communications with 
members.

These new rules are expected to lead to more multi-
employer schemes and fewer small occupational pension 
schemes.

Regulation of Pensions Sector
*The Pensions Authority is the statutory body tasked with 
overseeing the proper administration of pension schemes 
and the protection of pension rights for people living in 
Ireland. It has responsibility for overseeing occupational 
pensions (RACs and PRSAs) and has a regulatory role in 
respect of certain aspects of public sector pensions.

Its main functions include:
• Providing information and guidance to members and 

trustees of pension schemes.

• Encouraging people to take part in pension schemes 
and adequately provide for retirement.

• Supervising pension schemes for compliance with the 
Pensions Act and investigating potential breaches of 
the Act.

• Monitoring defined benefit schemes to ensure 
sufficient funds are available to meet the ongoing and 
eventual needs of members.

• Approving PRSAs with the Revenue Commissioners.
• Keeping a public register of PRSAs and their providers.
• Monitoring the operation of pensions’ legislation and 

pensions’ developments generally.
• Issuing guidelines on the duties and responsibilities of 

trustees.
• Advising the Minister for Employment Affairs and 

Social Protection on pension matters.

When IORP II is introduced, the Pensions Authority’s 
powers and responsibilities will be further enhanced. 
For further information on the Pensions Authority 
and a number of useful information booklets visit 
pensionsauthority.ie.
T     he Authority does not regulate the providers of 
annuities, AMRFs or ARFs or State pensions. The Central 
Bank of Ireland regulates the companies (such as banks, 
life assurance companies and investment firms) that 
provide personal pension plans and PRSAs.

Pension Complaints: If you have a complaint about your 
pension the action you may take depends on the type of 
pension.
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• Occupational Pension – Contact your employer, the 
administrator of the plan, the trustees of the plan, 
the Pensions Authority, or the Financial Services and 
Pensions Ombudsman

• Personal Pension – Contact your pension provider, 
the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman, or 
the Central Bank of Ireland

• PRSA – Contact the PRSA provider, the Pensions 
Authority, the Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman, or the Central Bank of Ireland

• State Pension Entitlement – Contact the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection or the Social Welfare Appeals Office, or the 
Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman

Pensions Ombudsman
Various people can make pensions complaints to the 
Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO), 
which is the body responsible for dealing with complaints 
against pension providers and regulated financial service 
providers. You may be:
• A member, an external member or a former member 

of a pension scheme.
• A surviving dependant of a member who has died.
• A contributor to a PRSA.
• A personal representative of a member or contributor 

who has died.
• A widow, widower, surviving spouse or civil partner of 

a member or contributor who has died.
• A person with an entitlement under a scheme

Complaints can be made about:
• Occupational pensions
• PRSAs
• RACs

There are certain time limits for bringing cases to the 
FSPO:
• Six years from the date of the action that has given 

rise to your complaint or dispute.
• Three years from the date that you became aware of 

or should have become aware of the action that has 
given rise to your complaint or dispute.

The Ombudsman has discretion to consider a complaint 
or dispute outside these timeframes but cannot go back 
further than 13 April 1996. For further information on the 
FSPO and its services visit fspo.ie.

COMPLAINT PROCEDURE
Before you can make a complaint to the FSPO, you must 
first complain to the pension provider. This is often known 
as internal dispute resolution or IDR. In your letter, you 
should set out all relevant details of the complaint, and 
provide copies of any relevant documents.  
     You must give the pension provider 40 working days 
to respond to your complaint. If they fail to resolve the 
issue, they must send you a final response letter setting 
out the steps they have taken.
     After 40 working days, if your complaint has not been 
resolved and you have not received a final response letter, 
you can then ask the FSPO to follow up on your behalf to 
get a final response letter.

     If you are not satisfied with the outcome when you 
receive the final response letter, you can refer your 
complaint back to the FSPO. They will then deal with the 
complaint either informally (using mediation) or formally.
     To achieve a formal resolution of the complaint, both 
parties must usually submit a large amount of paperwork. 
The FSPO will review this information and adjudicate 
on the matter. If they uphold a complaint, they may 
direct the pension provider to rectify the problem or pay 
compensation, or both. 
     If they do not uphold your complaint, they will not 
direct any action. The FSPO’s decision is binding and can 
only be appealed to the High Court. There is no charge 
for using the FSPO. However, if you appeal the FSPO’s 
decision to the High Court and you are not successful, 
you may have to pay all the legal costs.
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JOE WARD – RIP
Joe Ward (18880H) was first elected to represent the Leinster Region at Conference 2015, 
which he served until his sudden death recently. A member of the GSRMA Editorial Board 
he had a keen eye for all things especially legal. Joe will also be remembered for his many 
sporting achievements in the fields of rugby for Limerick and football for his native Leitrim, 
writes Charlie McDonnell, Roscommon Branch.

At 2pm on 29 November 1972 49 young men 
entered the gates of the Garda Training College at 

Templemore. They were lined up and marched to the 
Assembly Hall and became known as the November G 
& H classes. Classes A to F had joined two weeks earlier. 
Seventeen weeks later they were assigned their stations in 
various parts of the country. 
     On Friday 6 April 1973 three members left Templemore 
for William Street in Limerick. Upon arrival two were 
assigned to Unit B – myself and Joe Ward, whom I had 
vaguely known in the Training Centre as he was in the G 
class and I was in the H class. What I did know about him 
was he attention and detail to study. As we were to be on 
the same unit we shared a flat together from the outset. 
     About one month after we arrived a Garda Inspector 
was allocated to each unit in Limerick North and Limerick 
South Districts. Mick Leahy, a newly-promoted Inspector 
from Cork, was given the task of looking after Unit B in 
both Williams St and Edward St. 

LIMERICK RUGBY TEAM
Mick, a former Irish rugby international second row 
forward in his late 30s who had a great interest in 
keeping fit, started a divisional rugby team in Limerick. 
Joe had a great interest in all sports and played football in 
his native Leitrim. His memory of results and information 
on all GAA matters was immense.
     Rugby took the place of Gaelic football in Limerick and 
Mick had training each Wednesday at 5pm at Garryowen 
Rugby Club in Dooradoyle. On three Wednesdays in the 
month there was no problem with training as we would 
have either finished at 2pm, be on night duty or resting. 
     On the fourth Wednesday we would be working from 
2pm to 10pm and the usual question from the Inspector 
after starting work would be “Are you going training this 
evening”?  To which we would reply “We are working 
Inspector”. The next bit of advice offered “Perhaps you 
might arrange your meal break around 5pm”.  
     We would arrive in Dooradoyle in time for training 
and, as far I can remember, there never was any great 
rush getting back. Joe also joined Garryowen Rugby Club 
and played with their second team while in Limerick. It 
was on the Garda team that he made his mark as a leader 
and in 1978 was selected as team captain. 

MUNSTER GARDA CHAMPIONSHIP
Limerick beat Cork in the final in November that year to 

Joe spent his time as an Inspector in the Garda College in 
Templemore revising and updating the ‘7th Edition of the Garda 
Síochána Guide’.  

win the Munster Garda Championship, and I have no 
doubt that if the All-Ireland semi-final and final were 
played in the following weeks we would have won them.
     However, the semi-final was not played until the 
following April and the momentum, which existed, had 
dropped because of lack of games and we were narrowly 
beaten by Carlow/Kildare who went on to win the final.  
     The Limerick team included the late Paudie O’Shea at 
out-half, Waterford hurler and All-Star Mossie Walsh at 
scrum half while Clare full forward Noel Casey was in the 
second row. Joe also played football in Leitrim and won a 
Leitrim senior football championship with Mohill prior to 
joining the Gardaí. 
     During the summer he used to return to Leitrim to 
play junior football with his local team Eslin and while 
the game was serious everything else evolved around 
the social aspect of the GAA. I can vouch for this, having 
attended on a few occasions playing for them under 
the name of ‘Red Jim Reynolds’ who had emigrated to 
England or the USA some years before that.
     It was on these social occasions that Joe could express 
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himself with his fine singing voice and his favourite song 
was ‘Lovely Leitrim’ but he could sing any of Jim Reeves’ 
songs without effort.  

WIT AND TURN OF PHRASE
He was also an artist of note having won a National Art 
Competition while attending national school. He shared 
the same birthday as Rolf Harris and would remind me 
of this (before Harris became infamous for the wrong 
reasons). 
     His wit and turn of phrase were brilliant and he looked 
on most things in a light hearted manner. One morning 
after the two of us had over-indulged the night before in 
a certain beverage brewed in James’ Gate Dublin, I awoke 
to find a little man tapping on my head with a hammer. 
     I looked into Joe’s room and I enquired if he had a 
head and quickly replied “I hope so. I had one when I 
went to bed”. He successfully completed the Sergeants 
examination in 1978 and in 1979 he was transferred from 
Limerick to Portlaoise. 
     The same year I left Limerick and went west. At this 
stage we had purchased two houses next door to each 
other at 7 & 9 Kilquane, Dr Shannon Banks, Corbally and 
fortunately both were disposed of prior to a recession the 
following year. 

BACHELOR OF LAW
After Portlaoise Joe went to the Longford/Westmeath 
Division and it was here that his love of study came to the 
fore. From the foundation of An Garda Síochána to the 
1980s, anybody regardless of the standard of education 
could sit an exam to gain entry to the force.
     This suited a large number of young men especially 

on the west of Ireland who would have completed their 
education at national school or spent very little time at 
second level education.  
     Joe was one such member having attended the Mohill 
Vocational School for a short period before taking up 
employment in a bacon factory in Dromod. 
     Over a few years Joe completed the leaving certificate 
and then went to Maynooth University where he obtained 
his BA. His next port of call was the Kings Inn where he 
qualified as a BL.  
     During this time he met and married Helen 
McCormack, a native of Mullingar, and they made their 
home there. He was promoted Sergeant in the late 1980s 
and to Inspector a few years later. 

GARDA GUIDE REVISED
He spent his time as an Inspector in the Garda College 
in Templemore revising and updating the ‘7th Edition 
of the Garda Síochána Guide’.  Joe retired from on 
Garda Síochána in December 2010, and at the time 
of his sudden death Joe was a member of the Central 
Committee of GSRMA.
     First elected to represent the Leinster Region at 
Conference 2015, which he served until his death, Joe 
was a member of the GSRMA Editorial Board and had a 
keen eye for all things especially legal. 
     He represented his Mullingar Branch, Leinster Region 
and nationally with distinction. To his wife Helen, his sister 
Bernadette, the extended members of the Ward and 
McCormack families we offer our sincere sympathies.

Joe, May You Rest in Peace.  
Thanks for the memories.

Joe Ward (third from left in front row) played with the Garryowen Rugby Club’s second team, while in Limerick in 1976. 
Back Row (l-r): Gerry Mahon, John O’Mahony, Kieran Donavan, Charlie McDonnell, Martin Sexton, Gerry Laing, John Rooney and 
Frank Cotter.
Front Row (l-r): Mick O’Keeffe, Jim O’Donnell, Joe Ward, Jim Varley, Martin Walshe, Gerry Ford and Martin Fitzpatrick.
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WESTPORT WELCOMES 
BACK THE JANUARY OUTING!
The GSRMA Social Committee’s January outing once again to Westport was much 
anticipated as everyone arrived at The Westport Woods Hotel on 21 January. The post-
Christmas break is always well attended but this year’s outing reached record number of 
people with 135 in the group.

Spirits were 
high as a 

lovely reunion 
took place and 
it was great to 
welcome so 
many new people 
this year. Our 
days were filled 
with activities 
such as indoor 
bowls, cookery 
demonstration 
bingo and the 
highlight of 
the few days 
is the talent 
competition 
which this year 
generated 
amazing interest 
and was much 
anticipated.
    Our meals 
were excellent and the evening entertainment was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and the nightly late night 
sessions were fantastic with members doing their party 
pieces and so entertaining.
    Wednesday’s tour started in the Michael Davitt 
Museum in Straide. This small museum is a wonderful 
insight to the beginnings of the Land League which began 
in 1879; when Michael Davitt along with James Daly 
formed the Land League of Mayo.
    From humble and improvised beginnings Michael’s 
family moved to England to get work and at only 14 
years old Michael lost his arm in an industrial accident in 
a factory. However, this did not deter him as he went on 
to travel extensively, wrote six books and spent some time 
in prison. He was also an MP from 1892 to 1899 when he 
resigned his seat in the House of Commons. The museum 
is a great tribute to our history and the exhibition is very 

well presented.
    Our next stop was the Foxford Woollen Mills, which 
dates back to 1892 when the mill was established by 
Mother Agnes Morragh-Bernard a sister of charity who 
saw the need for industry in this impoverished area 
of Mayo. The mill is still thriving today with products 
renowned worldwide, and very importantly it gives 
employment to local craftspeople. We had a lovely visit 
with a bit of retail therapy and some delicious lunch.
    The final stop on our tour was to Knock, which 
is always a highlight of our tour, as Knock holds a 
special place of worship for so many people. Since the 
apparitions in 1879 pilgrims have travelled from all over 
the world to this little corner of Mayo, and of course in 
2018 Pope Francis visited the shrine.
    This year we had a special Mass for GSRMA members, 
families and friends especially those who have passed 
away in the last year. This was a beautiful and personal 

 Wednesday’s tour started in the Michael Davitt Museum in Straide.
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Mass with participation from our members; Frank 
Fitzpatrick did a reading while President Matt Givens and 
Vice President Marie Roche did the prayers of the faithful. 
We had a lovely spiritual visit this year and it was such a 
privilege to partake on this occasion.

Talent Competition: Our talent competition this year 
was so highly anticipated that the rehearsals were 
relentless and the afternoon was supported by everyone. 
The standard of entrants was extremely high with a great 
variety of entertainment provided, such as poetry, music, 
singing and Irish dancing. 
    This year we had some wonderful prizes sponsored 
by Universal Media, Penny Lane Recording Studios and 
GSRMA. Professional adjudicators Peter Kelly and Bob 
Madden had a very difficult task due to the very high 
standards.
    Such an enjoyable entertaining afternoon and well 
done to all the participants, who are all winners. Our first 
prize winner was Kathleen Ryan from Monaghan and her 

version of ‘Bright Blue Rose’ (by Jimmy McCarthy) was a 
huge success. Second prize went to Dennis O’Callaghan 
and his partner Brigid Hogan for a super entertaining 
version, complete with uniforms for their version of ‘The 
Bold Gendarmes’. Third prize winner was Ita McQuinn 
from Limerick with a superbly-delivered piece of poetry, 
while fourth place went to Sylvia O’Donovan from 
Abbeyleix for her Irish dancing set.
    So, it’s time to get practicing for next year’s event and 
it could be you taking away one of our fantastic prizes. 
A special thanks to Maurice Crotty for stepping in as 
backing musician at short notice, not to mention all 
the help he gave members with rehearsals and endless 
patience. Your help Maurice was invaluable!
    On Thursday night we had a gala Christmas dinner and 
even Santa came along with some friends to make the 
night complete. Alas all good things come to an end and 
as we made our way homeward on Friday, it was with 
memories of a delightful and enjoyable few days spent in 
great company.

1st Prize Winner - Kathleen Ryan (GSRMA Monaghan) 
pictured with (from left) Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice 
President and GSRMA Social Committee), Peter Kelly 
(Judge), Máirtín Breathneacht (Garda Post and sponsor of 
Getaway Prices) and Matt Givens (GSRMA President).

First prize winner Kathleen Ryan (GSRMA Monaghan), 
singing her version of ‘Bright Blue Rose’ (by Jimmy 
McCarthy).

2nd Prize Winner - Dennis O’Callaghan and Brigid Hogan 
-The Bold Gendarmes- (GSRMA Limerick) pictured with 
(from left) Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice President and 
GSRMA Social Committee), Máirtín Breathneacht (Garda 
Post and sponsor of Getaway Prices) and Matt Givens 
(GSRMA President).

2nd Prize Winner - Brigid Hogan and Dennis O’Callaghan 
(GSRMA Limerick) were ‘The Bold Gendarmes’ at this 
year’s talent competition.



3rd Prize Winner - Ita McQuinn (GSRMA Limerick) pictured 
with Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice President and GSRMA Social 
Committee), and Matt Givens (GSRMA President).

4th Prize Winner - Sylvia O’Donovan (GSRMA 
Laois) pictured with Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice 
President and GSRMA Social Committee), and 
Matt Givens (GSRMA President).

Lancaster 
and the Lake 
District: A five-
night tour to 
Lancaster and 
the Lake District 
will depart on 
Sunday 5 May 
from Dublin. The 
hotel is based 
in Lancaster and there will be daily tours to Chester, 
Bowness-on-Windermere, The Yorkshire Dales, Lake 
Windermere and Blackpool. The cost includes coach, 
daily tours, dinner and B&B. Entrance fees are extra.
    This tour is excellent value and a lovely way to visit 
this scenic part of England in late spring. Places are 
limited so early booking is essential. It will cost €630 pp 
sharing, single supplement €30 per night extra.

Scotland: Our tour to Scotland is completely booked 
out and we wish those members who are traveling a 
most enjoyable trip.

Autumn Break in Tullamore: There will be a great 
opportunity to visit the midlands with an overnight stay 
at the Tullamore Court Hotel on Monday 30 September. 
The hotel is which is situated close to the train station 
and local shops. Entertainment and a day tour will be 
included in the overall cost (€282 pp sharing for four 
nights and single supplement is €27).

Bookings: To book any of these tours please phone 
Marie Roche on 086-0854654; Frank Fitzpatrick on 
086-6080679 or Michael O’Riordan on 086-8177985.

PLEASE NOTE: Single rooms are limited and allocated 
on first come basis so early booking is essential.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Seated (l-r): Sylvia O’Donovan (4th Winner), Kathleen Ryan (1st winner), Brigid Hogan (2nd winner), Ita McQuinn (3rd 
winner), Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice President and GSRMA Social Committee).
Standing (l-r): Peter Massey, Máirtín Breathneacht (Garda Post and sponsor of Getaway Breaks), Frank Fitzpatrick (CC 
Member and GSRMA Social Committee), Matt Givens (GSRMA President ), Dennis O’Callaghan (2nd winner), with 
judges Bob Madden and Peter Kelly (who also sponsored the recording prize).
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The meeting at Fianna Fáil’s offices in Dáil Éireann with 
the party’s spokesperson on Public Expenditure, Barry 

Cowan and economic adviser, Grant Sweetnam on 20 
November 2018, was against a background where the 
government were expected to re-pay the subordinated 
bond holders from the infamous Anglo Irish Bank.
     Subordinated bond holders should be the last in line 
to be receiving compensation and then only after all other 
creditors are re-paid. Public servants should, in my view, 
be compensated for their financial loss ahead of these 
bond holders who after all took a gamble knowing the 
risks involved. 
     From 2009 to 2018 individual members of GSRMA 
endured a financial loss on their pensions of anything up 
to €10,000. The meeting dealt with the Fianna Fáil’s party’s 
commitment contained in their 2016 General Election 
manifesto to full pension restoration by 2019. 
     The Alliance sought to have this commitment 
encompassed in the 2020 Budget in October 2019) via a 
renewed ‘Confidence and Supply’ agreement. Mr Cowan 
made it clear that the commitment was not carried 
through into the programme for government and would 
not be introducing it at this stage in their talks with the 
government.

MAKING PROGRESS 
Progress has been made in pension restorations; from 
January 2019, pensions are now exempt to €39k from the 
pension levy and from January 2020, pensions up to €54k 
will also be exempt. This still leaves a small cohort whose 
pensions will be subject to pension levy with no date 
identified for termination.
     Progress was also made in relation to pension parity 
for members who retired after 29 February 2012, as 
their pensions are now aligned to salary increases of 

LOBBYING CONTINUES 
ON PAY-PENSION 

PARITY TALKS
Further to the Alliance of Retired Public Servants’ policy to maintain the existing pay/pension 
parity, Joe Dirwan reports on the outcome of a meeting late last year with Fianna Fail’s 
public expenditure spokesperson and economic adviser. The chairman of the Monaghan 
Branch also notes that lobbying will continue with further meetings to be arranged with 
other parties, trade unions and Garda representative associations.

serving members as 
provided for under 
the Public Service Pay 
agreement 2018 to 
2020. No progress 
has been made to 
restore money lost 
through the cut in 
allowances which 
also impact on 
pesnsions. 
     The other issues 
raised with Deputy 
Cowan were the 
retention of ‘parity’ 
for all public service 
retirees and for 
the provision of a 
statutory negotiating 
mechanism for 
pensions. Arising 
from this meeting, 
data is now being 
sought from DPER 
on the total loss of earnings through the PSPR (Pension 
Levy), the number of retirees whose pensions remain to 
be restored fully and the cost of such restoration. 
     Lobbying will continue and other meetings are being 
arranged with opposition parties, the Minister for Finance, 
other Government representative, Congress of Trade 
Unions and the Garda represenentative associations.

ALLIANCE COUNCIL MEETING
The full Council Meeting of the Alliance on Thursday 29 
November 2018, attended by representatives from the 

ALLIANCE REPORT

Joe Dirwan is chairman of GSRMA’s 
Monaghan Branch.
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From January 2019, pensions are now exempt to €39k 
from the pension levy and from January 2020, pensions 
up to €54k will also be exempt.

21 affiliated organisations, received and adopted a report 
from the above delegation. A wide range discussion 
took place on the best approach to adopt in protecting 
pay/pension parity. Some members felt that given the 
increased pension contributions of public servants made 
through the conversion of the pension levy that should 
help to retain the status-quo (no such commitment exists).

     Reference was also made to the historical basis for 
Parity as included in various pieces of legislation dealing 
with Superannuation arrangements since the foundation 
of the State. All serving gardai since 2019 are paying 
additional contributions through the conversion of the 
pension levy into a permenanent contribution (ASC) 
however, this only guarantees that they (serving members) 
can still retired after 30 years approved service.
     Since 2013, all new entrants to public service, 
including Gardaí, will have their pensions based on career 
averaging. This will results in payment of a pension 
payment worth approximately 38% of final salary against 
the present position of 50%. All pension increases will be 
based on consumer price index (CPI) and not linked to pay 
level. 
     The government’s policy is to apply this formula 
to our future pensions and this could take place after 
31 December 2020. The role of our ‘parent’ unions/
associations in its preservation was referred to, given that 
the issue could affect all current and future Public sector 
workers.
     Efforts will  be made to engage with ICTU on the 
matter and in relation to separate negotiation rights, 
members felt the model used by representatives of serving 
gardai and members of the defence forces should be 
explored.  The latter is very important as the GSRMA has 
no input (or vote) into the formulation of pay agreements, 
placing us at a severe disadvantage.

FAIRNESS FOR PENSIONERS 
The meeting was informed of an anomaly, insofar as 
the availability of the Household Benefits (HHB) package 
without means test does not extend to retired public 
servants aged between 66 and 70. Subject to household 
composition, everyone over age 66 receiving a social 
welfare pension (contributory and non-contributory) can 
access HHB without a means test. 
     In addition, retired people who spend their working 
lives in EU, USA, Canada, Australia, NZ, Japan, Austria 
and Korea and return to Ireland with a public service 
pension from any of these countries are also eligible. 
Hence, the only distinct group who have to undergo a 
means test are retired public servants who paid PRSI at 
classes B, C and D.
     The HHB package consists of free electricity to the 
value of €35 per month and a TV licence fee (valued at 
€160). Taking into account that the total annual cost is 
€580 the budgetary implication of extending eligibility is 
trivial within the context of the overall DEASP budget. 
     Likewise, there is an anomally in the application of the 
USC being paid by public servants and their counterparts 
in the private sector. Both are issues of equity that Alliance 
is seeking to address immediately. The next issue of 
‘Síocháin’ will contain full details of our meeting with 
government and public representatives.



There had been a huge growth 
in Irish nationalism during 

the year 1918 arising from the 
proposed Conscription of Irish 
men into the British armed 
forces. The General Election of 
16 December 1918 had been a 
turning point when 73 members 
of Sinn Fein were elected to 
Dail Eireann with a policy of 
abstentionism from the British 
Parliament at Westminster.
     The members of the RIC were 
conscious that the mood of the 
people had changed against 
them and they had become more 
alert after an armed attack on 
Gortatlea RIC Barracks in Co 
Kerry on 13 April 1918 when 
two of the armed attackers were 
killed.
     There is no evidence to 
suggest that there was any 
definite plan in place amongst 
the newly elected members of 
Dail Eireann to kill members of the RIC in early 1919. 
     The first Dail met at the Mansion House in Dublin at 
3.30pm on 21 January 1919 – just over three hours after 
the fatal shooting at Soloheadbeg – but the Dail members 
were unaware of it.
     In South Tipperary, three prominent Volunteers – Dan 
Breen, Sean Treacy and Seamus Robinson – had minds 
of their own and decided to “set the ball rolling in the 
Tipperary area”.
     It was well known that a quantity of gelignite used 
for blasting purposes in a stone-quarry at Soloheadbeg 

START OF THE 
IRISH WAR OF 

INDEPENDENCE
The ambush and killing of two RIC members at Soloheadbeg, Co Tipperary on 21 January 
1919 is regarded as the spark that set alight the War of Independence. Donal O’Sullivan, 
Tralee Branch, says the incident caused horror and indignation amongst the townspeople of 
Tipperary where both men had been well known and liked.

SOLOHEADBEG AMBUSH

was stored at the Military Barracks in Tipperary Town and 
that it was conveyed by horse and cart from the Barracks 
to the quarry. The consignment of gelignite was always 
escorted by armed members of the RIC to ensure its safe 
delivery.

SETTING UP AN AMBUSH
Breen, Treacy and Robinson decided to ambush the 
delivery and escort before it reached the quarry. They 
organised a group of nine other men and set up an 
ambush position on 16 January 1919, but there was no 
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In South Tipperary, three prominent Volunteers – Dan Breen, Sean Treacy and 
Seamus Robinson –decided to “set the ball rolling in the Tipperary area”.



SOLOHEADBEG AMBUSH

delivery of gelignite on that date or on any of the days 
following, while they occupied their ambush position each 
day.
     On the morning of 21 January the ambush party got 
word from a ‘scout’ that a quantity of gelignite with the 
usual RIC escort had left Tipperary’s Military Barracks 
for the quarry. By that date the ambush party had been 
reduced to eight in number. 
     The members of the ambush party were Breen; Treacy; 
Robinson; Patrick MacCormack; Tadgh Crowe; Sean 
Hogan; Michael Ryan and Paddy O’Dwyer of Hollyford. 
The ambush party was concealed behind a roadside fence 
close to the quarry on the Cranitch farm – the stated 
objective of the group was to seize the gelignite and the 
carbines carried by the RIC men. As things turned out it 
was obvious that some members of the group had other 
sinister motives in mind - to kill the RIC men.
     The driver of the cart which conveyed the one cwt 
[eight stone] of gelignite was James Godfrey and the 
County Council employee was Patrick Flynn. The two 
constables performing the 
escort duty were Constables 
James McDonnell and 
Patrick O’Connell. 
     McDonnell was in his 
mid-50s and was a widower 
with a large family – 
some of whom were very 
young. He was a native of 
Belmullet, Co Mayo and 
had intended to retire from 
the force a short while later 
to look after his family full 
time. O’Connell was in his 
30s and was single and 
engaged to be married.  He 
was a native of Coachford, 
Co Cork.

SHOT DEAD IMMEDIATELY
As the horse and cart with 
its driver James Godfrey and 
Patrick Flynn, accompanied 
by the two constables who 
carried their rifles on their 
shoulders, came abreast 
of the ambush  location, 
the ambushers who had 
hidden behind gate piers 
and a fence shouted to the 
constables ‘Hands up’. 
     Simultaneously there 
was a burst of gunfire from 
the Volunteers and both constables were immediately 
shot dead before they could draw their rifles. The 
constables had not used their weapons and according to 
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The first Dail met at the Mansion House in Dublin on 21 
January 1919 at 3.30pm (just over three hours after the 
fatal shooting at Soloheadbeg) but the Dail members 
were unaware of it.

Sean Hogan was one 
of the members of the 
Soloheadbeg ambush 
party, whose objective of 
was to seize the gelignite 
and the carbines carried by 
RIC Constables McDonnell 
and O’Connell.

witnesses had no opportunity of doing so. 
     Some of the ambush party went on to the road and 
threatened James Godfrey and Patrick Flynn while others 
took away the rifles, ammunition and handcuffs of the 
dead constables. 
     Three of the Volunteers took the horse and cart 
containing the gelignite and drove away at speed in the 
direction of Doonakeigh, Co Tipperary. The horse and 
cart were later found abandoned at Aileen Creamery near 
Dundrum, but the gelignite had been taken away to a 
safe ‘dump’.

‘CONFUSING’ EVIDENCE
An inquest into the deaths of Constables McDonnell 
and O’Connell was held the following day at Tipperary 
Military Barracks. Evidence was given by James Godfrey 
and Patrick Flynn as to what had taken place at the 
ambush scene. Their evidence was described in the local 
newspapers as ‘confusing’. 
     They obviously knew at least some of the ambush 
party and were afraid to disclose their names. Patrick 
Flynn collapsed at the hearing and had to be removed 
to hospital. Medical evidence was given that Constable 
McDonnell had been shot on the left side of his head and 
through his left arm. 
     Constable O’Connell was shot through the left side 
and he had been fired at from behind with the track 
of the bullet indicating that he had been in a stooping 
position.  Neither of their rifles had been discharged.
The coroner said that the tragedy was one of the saddest 
happenings in County Tipperary or any other part of 



Ireland. He knew the deceased constables well and 
said that Constable McDonnell had spent 30 years 
in Tipperary town and a quieter or more inoffensive 
man he had never met. 
     He also said that it was evident that both 
constables “had been nailed on the spot”. The 
verdict of the jury was that both men had been shot 
by masked men and they added a rider conveying 
their deepest sympathy to the families of the two 
constables.
     The exact relationship between the Volunteers 
and Dail Eireann was rather mixed. The majority 
of Dail Eireann members definitely did not support 
the action at Soloheadbeg.  Only those members 
of the Dail who were sworn members of the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood, such as Michael Collins, 
would have supported the action. 

LACK OF SUPPORT 
In his book ‘My Fight for Irish Freedom’ Dan Breen 
later complained about the lack of support for 
himself and his group by Dail Eireann following the 
Soloheadbeg affair and right up to December 1919. 
     In the same book he said: “We expected that 
there would be an escort of six fully-armed police 
and if they put up an armed resistance, we had 
resolved not merely to capture the gelignite but also 
to shoot down the escort. 
     This action of ours would proclaim to the world 
that there still lived Irishmen who had made up their 
minds not to allow free passage to an armed enemy. 
I felt that I could take on single-handed, a squadron 
of these fellows. What were they but a pack of 
deserters, spies and hirelings.”
     There was disagreement amongst the ambush 
group itself following the ambush relating to the 
shooting of the two constables. Jim Robinson, who 
had been in charge of the affair, had given orders 
that no shots were to be fired until he gave the order, 
but Breen and Treacy disobeyed that order and they had 
fired without any justification whatsoever and gave the 
constables no chance. 
     The shooting of both constables caused horror and 
indignation amongst the townspeople of Tipperary where 
both had been well known and liked. There was particular 
shock and disbelief at the killing of Constable McDonnell 
– a man who had already suffered more than his share 
of tribulations and who had acted as father and mother 
to his seven children since his wife died. The deaths were 
also roundly condemned by Archbishop Harty of Thurles 
and other public dignitaries.

IRELAND’S MOST WANTED MEN
All eight participants in the ambush went on the run and 
became the most wanted men in Ireland with a reward 
of one thousand pounds offered for the capture of any 

of them. Their names and descriptions were published in 
the ‘’Hue and Cry’’ for several months afterwards. Breen 
Treacy, Robinson and Hogan became known as the ‘Big 
Four’.
     Unfortunately the Soloheadbeg ambush did not end 
with the death of the RIC men there. There were further 
repercussions. On 11 May 1919 Sean Hogan was arrested 
in a house near Thurles. He was conveyed by train to 
Cork Prison with an escort of Sergeant Peter Wallace, 
Constables Michael Enright, O’Reilly and King. 
     All five occupied the same carriage. Following a tip-
off from a lady in Thurles that “the greyhound is on the 
train” to the west Limerick Volunteers, Dan Breen, Sean 
Treacy and a group of Volunteers ambushed the train at 
Knocklong Station and rescued Sean Hogan.
     There was a violent gun battle on the train and Sgt 
Wallace and Constable Enright were shot dead. Four of 
the rescuers were injured. There was much condemnation 
of the event in the newspapers in the days that followed. 

In his book ‘My Fight for Irish Freedom’ Dan Breen later 
complained about the lack of support for himself and his 
group by Dail Eireann following the Soloheadbeg affair.
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On 7 June 1921 Edmond Foley 
and Patrick Maher were executed 
in Dublin for the killing of Sgt 
Wallace and Constable Enright.

RETALIATION SHOOTING
In retaliation for the arrest of 
Hogan and the arrests and 
searches of others, District 
Inspector Michael Hunt of Thurles 
was shot dead in broad daylight 
at Liberty Square in Thurles as 
he returned from a horse-racing 
meeting near the town on 23 June 
1919. 
     He was shot three times at 
close range by Volunteer ‘Big’ 
Jim Stapleton who had mingled 
with the crowd leaving the Races. 
Following his murder the British 
Government made an order 
proclaiming Sinn Fein in Co. 
Tipperary.
     By this time the War of 
Independence had really started 
with attacks on police stations 
and RIC men. Its origins could 
be traced back to the cowardly 
ambush at Soloheadbeg and the 
deaths of Constables McDonnell 
an O’Connell. 
     Almost 500 members of the 
RIC were to lose their lives in the 
confrontation that followed over 
the next three years. They were 
all – with a few exceptions – 
‘Irishmen too’. 
     Richard Mulcahy TD, Chief 
of Staff of the Irish Volunteers, 
disagreed totally with those who 
had taken part in the ambush at 
Soloheadbeg and after the event 
he directed that Breen, Hogan, 
Treacy and Robinson should go 
to America but they refused to 
do so. Michael Collins favoured 
the military action that had taken 
them to Dublin for active service 
there.
     Sean Treacy was fatally injured 
in a gunfight in Talbot Street, 
Dublin on Oct 14th 1920.  Dan 
Breen survived a number of 
injuries he received during the War 
of Independence and went on to 
become a TD for South Tipperary.

Pictured (l-r): Gerry Lovett, Rita Delaney, Matt Givens, Pat McCarthy, Eddie 
O’Donovan and Jack Reynolds.

SOLOHEADBEG CENTENARY CEREMONY HELD IN 
REMEMBRANCE
On 19 January the HARP Society held a moving wreath-laying ceremony at 
St Michael’s Cemetery in Tipperary Town, at the grave of Constable James 
McDonnell, native of Mayo, where Constable Patrick O’Connell, a native of 
Cork, was also remembered. 
     Up to 60 people attended the centenary ceremony, including relatives of 
Constables James McDonnell and Patrick O’Connell who were killed during an 
ambush at Soloheadbeg, Co. Tipperary on 21 January 1919.
The ceremony was addressed by Pat McCarthy, President of the HARP Society, 
Gerard Lovett, Secretary of the HARP Society and GSRMA Dublin South 
Branch, and Matt Givens, GSRMA President. Orations were also given by Matt 
Givens, Gerry Lovett and family members of both RIC members.
     A wreath was laid by Pat McCarthy and prayers were rendered by Rev Fr. 
Eugene Everard. There was then a minute’s silence followed by the playing of 
the ‘Last Post and Reveille’ by three local musicians. The ceremony concluded 
with the playing of the National Anthem. Local Gardaí were represented by 
Tipperary Town’s Sgt John Kingston, who along with his unit and colleagues 
helped facilitate many of the arrangements. 
     “The HARP Society wishes to thank all those who attended and assisted 
in any way, with a special word of thanks to Matt Given and the Central 
Committee for their ongoing support of our reconciliatory projects,” 
according to Gerry Lovett, HARP Society secretary.

Pictured (l-r): Kevin Myers (journalist), Matt Givens, Eddie O’Donovan, Mary 
O’Sullivan (great grand-daughter of Constable McDonnell) and Gerry Lovett.



KNOCK SHRINE SEEKS 
NEW VOLUNTEERS

Knock Shrine Society is now seeking new volunteers to work as Handmaids and Stewards 
at Our Lady’s Shrine in Knock, according to John Hynes, Chief Steward. Here he outlines 
the range of pilgrimages which take place during the year Knock, now one of the principal 
Marian Shrines in the world, which has been developed and expanded to cater for such 
large crowds over the years.

We are all familiar with the story of the Apparition in 
Knock on 21 August 1879. Most of us living in the 

West of Ireland would have been taught about it while 
attending school and most people all over Ireland would 
probably have visited the Shrine at least once in their 
lifetime.
    The pilgrimage season starts on the first Sunday in May 
and continues until the second Sunday in October. There 
are two large pilgrimages outside of those dates, the first 
being Devine Mercy Sunday, which falls on the Sunday 
after Easter and the second one is the eve of the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception on 7 December. The latter is 
an all-night vigil and attracts crowds from 5,000 to 7,000 
annually. 
    Other large pilgrimages that stand out during the year 
are the Feast of the Assumption on 15 August, which 
attracts probably the largest crowd in any one day. It 
falls during the period of The National Novena to Our 
Lady of Knock (14-22 August) each year. Up to 20,000 
people have been known to attend on the Feast of the 
Assumption. 
    Other big days include The Grandparents’ Pilgrimage, 
which takes place on second Sunday of September. This is 
a new pilgrimage, which was founded in 2008, but since 
then has grown and grown, so that it is now almost as 
large as the Feast of the Assumption. 
    The other big days are that of Saint Padre Pio on 
the third Sunday in September and the Legion of Mary 
Pilgrimage on the first Sunday in October.

HOMAGE TO MONS. HORAN
Knock has been developed and expanded over the years 
to cater for such large crowds and one name that stands 
out and is synonymous with Knock’s development is 
Monsignor James Horan RIP. 
    We all remember his drive and stamina, and of course 
his wit, especially during his interview with Jim Fahy of 
RTE when he commenced work on the building of Knock 
Airport. It goes “What are you doing here, Monsignor?” 

to which he replied “We are building an airport, but don’t 
tell anyone!” The same man was also the powerhouse 
behind the building of the Basilica approximately 40 years 
ago. 
    These great projects along with several others since, 

Former member of An Garda Síochána Sgt John Hynes 
is now Chief Steward at Our Lady’s Shrine in Knock, 
Co. Mayo.
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such as the Confessional Chapel, and the Shrine, as it 
now stands at the Apparition Gable have been put in 
place by successors of Monsignor Horan – Monsignor 
Dominick Grealy, Monsignor Joe Quinn and the present 
Parish Priest Fr Richard Gibbons.
    Since 2014 Fr Gibbons has planned, fundraised and 
overseen the complete refurbishment of the Basilica, 
Parish Church and the Apparition Gable (Shrine) to the 
tune of €20m. He resembles Mons. Horan in so many 
ways; he is a man on a mission, a man in a hurry, a man 
with a goal to achieve. 

KNOCK SHRINE SOCIETY
The running of such an establishment takes a lot 
of money and the Shrine has a large workforce in 

administration and others who maintain the grounds and 
all its buildings.
    However, to be able to cater for the huge crowds on 
pilgrimage days, it takes a lot of volunteers and such 
people are known as Handmaids and Stewards – names 
with which I’m sure a lot of you are familiar.
    Even though the Apparition occurred in 1879, it 
wasn’t until the 1950s that large pilgrimages took 
place in Knock. In the meantime there have been two 
Commissions of Enquiry to establish the authenticity of 
the Apparition.
    Mrs Judy Coyne was the founder of the Handmaids 
and Stewards under the banner of The Knock Shrine 
Society. Along with her husband Liam, she set up the 
Society in 1935, but sadly Liam who was a District Court 

Rosary Procession at Knock Shrine.



Judge died suddenly in 1953. It was left to Mrs Coyne to 
carry on the work. 
    A lot of people would not be aware of the great work 
she did over such a long period in Knock. Much of that 
stems from the fact that she didn’t want any publicity 
and didn’t want to take the credit for anything. As a 
result nobody knew anything about her, apart from those 
closely involved with her work in Knock. 

COMMITMENT BY MRS COYNE
The foundation of the Society by Mrs Coyne and her 
husband Liam in the 1930s renewed an interest in the 
almost forgotten Shrine at Knock. 
    Many observers will credit her with the beginning of 
the journey that would bring Knock to its current status 
as one of the principal Marian Shrines in the world. To do 
this she needed help, so she established a body of helpers 
known as ‘Handmaids’ and ‘Stewards’ who worked 
tirelessly under her leadership.
    The first large pilgrimage in Knock took place in the 
mid-1950s with the arrival of 50,000 Dublin Pioneers! 
It was possibly the largest pilgrimage to take place 
apart from the Papal Visit of Pope John Paul II in 
September1979. 
    All available Handmaids and Stewards attended that 
day, approximately 1,200 evenly divided. Mrs Coyne was 
very instrumental with the visit to Knock of Pope John 
Paul II. 
    She first set this idea in motion in 1964 and worked 
tirelessly with the then Canon James Horan and the 
Archbishop of Tuam to seek the Papal Visit for the 
Centenary of the Apparition in 1979. 
    Mrs Coyne worked in the Shrine right up to a few days 
before her death on 24 April 2002. The Handmaids and 
Stewards owe a lot to such a wonderful lady, as do the 
clergy and anyone who has an interest in Knock.

Some of the services provided by Handmaids 
and Stewards:
• Care of the sick, elderly and those with 

disabilities.
• Provision of first aid, which includes the use of 

defibrillators. 
• Maintenance of order and crowd control in the 

Shrine Grounds, Basilica and Chapels.
• The organisation and supervision of the Rosary 

and Eucharistic processions.
• Participation in the Liturgical Ceremonies such 

as the Sacrament of the Sick and as Eucharistic 
Minsters.

• The preparation of meals for the voluntary 
helpers, the sick and operation of a souvenir shop 
for their convenience.

• Enrolling pilgrims in the Mass Association, Rosary 
Crusade and International Blessed Sacrament 
Guild.

The Knock Shrine Society recruits new members 
every year, with the passing or retirement of existing 
members, or those who may no longer be in a 
position to carry out their duties.

Since 2014 Parish Priest Fr Richard Gibbons has 
planned, fundraised and overseen the complete 
refurbishment of the Basilica, Parish Church and the 
Apparition Gable (Shrine) to the tune of €20m.

    The Handmaids and Stewards today total in region 
of 400 men and women. They come from all parts of 
Ireland, from all age groups and numerous occupations. 
Many of them are professional people and they bring their 
particular expertise to bear on their work in Knock. The 
services they provide are many and varied. 

RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS
You may still be a member of An Garda Síochána, are 
thinking of retiring, have just retired or have been retired 
for some time. I would ask you to give some thought to 
becoming a volunteer at Knock.
    Members volunteer mostly for personal reasons – be it 
sickness in the family, giving thanks for favours obtained 
or other multiple reasons personal to the individual 
concerned. We accept people between the ages of 18 
and 78 years. Perhaps some members of your family 
would like to join. You would be required to work one 
Sunday per month during the pilgrimage season (May to 
October) from 11am to approx. 5pm. 
    I was a member of An Garda Síochána for 32 years 
having served in Dublin South Central for 11 years and 
Roscommon/Longford for 21 years. My wife Catherine, 
who was also a member of the force, is currently a 
Handmaid. Think about it, while the job is voluntary, it is 
most rewarding. I know!

Contact John Hynes on 087-6891422 for more 
information on becoming a Steward or a Handmaid at 
Our Lady’s Shrine in Knock.

KNOCK SHRINE
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RMS LEINSTER

A German U Boat (UB123) fired three torpedoes at 
about 9.50am on Thursday 10 October 1918, some 

12.25 nautical miles from the harbour – one missed whilst 
the other two did irreparable damage and caused the 
‘RMS Leinster’ mail boat to sink within minutes. Sadly 
a little over one month later on 11 November the war 
ended in what is known as Armistice Day.
     The Second World War came to its conclusion in 
November 1945 and for those young men who had 
joined the new Garda force in 1922 they were now 

entering the third decade. Taca had come and gone 
but another catastrophe awaited with the Inter Party 
Government of 1948 to June 1951 banning all recruiting.  
All those young men with design to join were now forced 
for the most part to join the emigration boat setting sail 
from that very same pier which was now Dun Laoghaire.
     Hope dawned in 1952 when recruiting resumed, 
breathing a new lease of life into the ‘‘F’ District which 
then included Dun Laoghaire, Blackrock, Dalkey and Kill O 
Grange.  Men of the calibre of Bernard King, John 

LOWDOWN ON SINKING 
OF ‘RMS LEINSTER’

As World War 1 ground to its inevitable conclusion the greatest maritime disaster in the Irish 
Sea took place off the Kingstown coast near Kish Lighthouse. Edward Ryan, Dun Laoghaire 
Branch, recounts the details of the RMS Leinster mail boat, after leaving Kingstown Harbour 
on Thursday 10 October 1918, carrying 803 souls of which 564 perished.
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British Army Officer Tola Collier, Private British Army, Dave Swift RIC Constable, Edward Ryan, GSRMA Dun Laoghaire 
Branch member, artist Brian Palm, Sgt Mark O’Brien and Terry Crosbie (DMP), RIC Constables (circa 1920). 
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Edward Ryan, GSRMA Dun Laoghaire Branch member, pictured with two RIC 
Constables (circa 1920). 

RMS LEINSTER

McHugh and others joined the seasoned campaigners 
Denis Johnston, Ned White, Paddy Sullivan, Pat O’Reilly 
and many more.
     The 1960s saw the first batch retiring in droves to 
be replaced by the next generation of which I and many 
household names of today joined. I made the sojourn 
from Ballinasloe where the wrong hotel was raided at the 
wrong time and Mounjoy awaited and then Kill O Grange 
and the ‘F’ District six weeks later in May 1966. 
     The many years spent in the ‘’F’ variously included 
Cabinteely, known as the bona fide station and in later 
years Shankill.  There was never a mention of the sinking 
of the RMS Leinster and it appeared to have been 
airbrushed out of history as the then station at Stepaside 
in the ‘W’ and Dundrum, formerly Rathfarnham District, 
joined in the new Division of Dun Laoghaire in the county 
of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown.

ENORMITY OF THE CATASTROPHE
Roll on to 2018 and a Dun Laoghaire-based 
Community Garda J.P. Durcan joined the HMS Leinster 
Commemoration Committee. At every opportunity 
he championed the 100th forthcoming celebrations. 
At last the penny dropped and for the first time I and 
indeed many others came to realise the enormity of the 
catastrophe that occurred on our doorstep. 
     The reason for the silence became apparent as of the 
803 passengers aboard 506 were military personnel of 
which 358 perished and the ship was probably seen as a 
legitimate target.  Furthermore some 50 foot passengers 
were left on the Carlisle Pier as there was no room with so 
many munitions aboard. 
     The total crew was 75 of which 37 lost their lives. Only 

one of the 22 postal sorters 
survived as the first torpedo 
struck that area. Civilians 
totalled 200 of which 148 
perished. One of these was 
Owen Ward (36), an RIC 
Head Constable in Ennis, Co 
Clare. The father of four was 
on his way to a work-related 
assignment in Birmingham.
     The morning of 
Wednesday 10 October 2018 
was bright and sunny as we 
took the Dart to the memorial 
service in St Michael’s Church 
to join with the many 
dignitaries from Ireland, 
Wales, England, Scotland, 
Australia, New Zealand, USA 
and Germany. 

PROUD MOMENT TO MARCH
It was a proud moment to march with the thousand or 
more patrons behind the Army No 1 Band for the special 
State Centenary Event organised by the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltaght in conjunction with 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council at the Lexiton in 
Moran Park.
     All organisations had representatives present in 
uniform in the 1000 strong reserved enclosure with the 
exception of An Garda Siochana. For one hour and a 
half we lived through the tragedy of 100 years ago in 
song and story, tales of heroism were relayed, many tears 
were shed by the family members present, the symbols 
from the wreck, the anthem of the Leinster mail boat 
performed by a family member William Byrne.
     The many speeches, the lament and finally the 
national anthem sang with gusto with the Army No 1 
Band. Mingling with the many dignitaries one had to 
be impressed with the presence of the New Zealand 
Honorary Consul and a uniformed officer remembering 
the three who perished from that country.
     A commemorative €1.50 stamp by Irish artist Brian 
Palm was also unveiled by An Post. As we left the arena 
we were taken back in time once more with the presence 
of a DMP Sergeant Mark O’Brien, RIC Constable Dave 
Swift, two British army officers and two irregulars from 
the South Dublin Brigade Old IRA all in full uniform along 
with a German officer. It was a pleasure to see the many 
Gardaí who were policing the event join in on the many 
photo shoots. History is on our doorstep – all there to be 
discovered. 

Photographs courtesy of Edward Ryan, Dun Laoghaire 
Branch 



THE ABANDONED 
ROCKING CHAIR

By Bridie Brogan (Sligo/Leitrim Branch) – the second winner of the 2018 GSRMA  
Short Story Competition. 

The Granary door is still 
pillar box red but faded 

now with cracked and 
peeling paint.  It beckons to 
Martha as she rounds the 
bend in the lane, slightly out 
of breath. 
     She clutches baby Annie 
more tightly and whispers, 
“Almost there Annie, and 
you have been so good”.  
Then, ‘Ouch!’ as the 
overgrown briars scratch 
arms and legs as she winds 
her way towards the steps. 
     The lane is nothing more 
than a mud track now, 
with high grass growing 
in the middle. Daisies and 
dandelions dot the fields and 
a carpet of bluebells covers 
the grassy banks.  She spots 
one busy bee biting a hole 
in the bottom of the blue 
bell, stealing nectar without 
pollinating the flower.   The 
air is full of birdsong on this 
spring morning.    
     The sun glints on the 
dusty window as she looks 
up.  “Well Annie, I finally 
get to show you Granny’s 
rocking chair, I’ve always said 
I’d come back for it one day. 
Today is such a nice day for 
a walk”.  She places her foot 
firmly on the first crumbling 
step.  “One step, two steps,” 
remembering the nursery 
rhyme as she tickles Annie 
under her arm chortling, 
“tickle under here!”
     Martha continues up the 
steps holding onto the rusty 
handrail and lifts the latch on 
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the Granary door.   When her eyes adjust to the dim light, 
she picks her way through the broken bed-ends, chair 
legs, crockery and old trunks until there in the corner, 
covered in cobwebs and years of neglect, is the rocking 
chair. She is drawn to it like a magnet. Excited now to be 
finally here with Annie, she wipes off cobwebs and rocks 
the chair gently out of corner as best she can with one 
hand.   Her other arm is holding Annie close to her breast. 
     She places the rocker where she can look down into 
the room beneath that holds a thousand memories and 
equally as many secrets.  She settles Annie on her knees 
ready to revisit her past with precious little Annie complicit 
in her actions. 
     “If you can see across that banister Annie, you will 
see straight in front in the room below is the great big 
open fireplace. In my mind’s eye I see my Ma placing the 
big lump of dough in the oven and making the sign of 
the cross on it. She wipes her floury hands on her apron, 
picks up the tongs and puts hot coals all over the lid. 

Nothing compares to the aroma of baking bread filling 
your nostrils.  I can almost smell the treacle bread now, 
which reminds me I’m a little bit hungry.  I hope you are 
not hungry because I forgot our picnic. 
     “The big black kettle was always on the boil hanging 
from the crook on the crane. Above the fireplace was the 
mantelpiece holding the tea caddy strategically placed 
between the two black and white dogs who sat up proud 
and tall. I can see Katie Carty standing beside the fire 
while Ma takes down the tea caddy. She spoons several 
spoonfuls of tea into the little white bag Katie holds out. 
The top of the bag is folded down neatly to show that she 
only wants ‘a few grains’. Dad is giving Ma disapproving 
looks. He’s less willing to share our meagre supplies with 
our neighbour. 
     “We have 10 mouths to feed in this house as it is, and 
she never brings back anything she borrows,’ he often 
barks putting his cap on with the peak towards the back 
of his head, sticking his thumbs inside his braces and 

Pictured at the presentation to the GSRMA ‘2nd Winner of the 2018 Short Story Competition in November 2018 were 
(l-r): Barry Fitzgerald (Garda Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board), Matt Givens (GSRMA President), Bridie 
Brogan (Sligo/Leitrim Branch), Michael Reynolds (Sligo Leitrim Branch Secretary) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General 
Secretary and Editor of ‘Siochain’).



disappearing out the door.
     “The turf stacked up on the fire and the kettle 
whistling means it is time for everyone to come in for the 
night.  The lamp casts a warm glow over the whole room.  
Neighbours come and smoke pipes, and we children 
sit around in a circle on the stone floor, quiet as mice, 
eyes wide as saucers, hanging on every word but not 
understanding much of the banter.
     “Tim Pat’s stories always give us goosebumps.  He has 
to pass by the graveyard on his way home.  He regales us 
with stories which always begin with, ‘true as God is my 
witness,” and then follow the tale ‘A big black dog came 
out the graveyard gates and walked home with me’.  
Nobody in the village has a black dog such as this one 
with a sleek coat as black as coal. When he tells that dog, 
‘go home’, the dog just growls and bares his teeth. 
  Another night, there is a football match in progress on 
the road at the graveyard gates at midnight as he makes 
his way home. He doesn’t recognise any of the faces of 
the players in the moon-light but he swears that none of 
them are      of this world. He ends this story, ‘and that’s 
the Gospel truth’.
     “When she sees we are scared, Ma says: ‘Right, off to 
bed with ye now and don’t burn the house down with 
that candle. And remember, last into bed blows it out’. 
We traipse off up here to bed reluctantly with our heads 
full of black dogs with bared teeth and zombies playing 
football.   Nobody wants to be the last into bed in the 
dark having blown out the candle.  Somebody always 
puts the frighteners on them, catching them by the foot 
and screaming ‘Booh!’ 
     “The boys fashioned crude catapults, crafted from 
split fork tree branches and knicker elastic stolen from 
Granny’s sewing basket. Using fishing corks as missiles, 
they aim at the flame with military precision. We cover 
our heads to avoid missiles that fall short of their intended 
target. Shoes are used as back up and they sail through 
the air until someone gets lucky and upends the candle.  
Dad’s voice from the settle bed beside the big hearth lifts 
the rafters every night: ‘Upon my soul if I have to come up 
there to ye...I’ll... I’ll…’ but he never finishes the sentence, 
and never comes up here. 
     “To the left of fireplace where those bags of turf 
now stand is where this Rocker has pride of place. I love 
to sit on Granny’s knees, just as you are sitting on mine 
now.  There was always a baby on Granny’s knees. If baby 
wasn’t in the tea chest, baby was on Granny’s knees.  
Even the bigger ones pretend to be the baby and climb 
on top of poor Granny.  Her eyesight isn’t the best, so she 
usually doesn’t notice.   She rocks gently back and forth 
and cuddles whoever is lucky enough to be enveloped in 
her welcoming arms, lying back against her ample bosom.   
     “When Granny passes away we all fight over who 
gets to sit in her chair, and everybody loves to rock just 
as Granny did.  The chair is put up here, Annie, after 
Michael’s accident.  Everybody says it wasn’t my fault but 

still, I might have pushed the chair too hard.  
     He is sitting on the chair sucking his thumb, kicking 
his chubby little legs, begging me to rock him, ‘Wock 
me, wock me, Mata’. He begs as he beams at me.   He is 
such a happy baby, and I love him, so I rock and rock and 
he squeals with delight. Then he is on flag stone floor.  
People say he is never the same after that day.  One day 
I come home from school and he is gone.  Nobody ever 
says where he has gone and his name is never mentioned 
again, but I miss him so. 
     “Oh Annie. I must have nodded off there, I must be 
dreaming because I thought I saw Michael in this rocker 
downstairs.  I could have dropped you, I’m so tired now. 
The sun has moved around in the sky and is heading 
toward the west.   I know it’s time for us to go.  We must 
hurry now.  We shouldn’t have stayed so long here, but 
it is lovely.  Isn’t it?  I have so much to do now and the 
little ones will soon be in from school and they will be 
hungry…”
     Martha dusts off the cobweb that has fallen on Annie’s 
blond head.   Michael has blond curls she thinks as she 
hauls herself off the rocker.  No time now to look in the 
trunks.  Maybe we will come again another day...maybe.
      She leaves the rocker where it is, rocking gently as if 
guided by an unseen hand and heads towards the door. 
She closes the door behind her and grasps the rusty rail 
to support both of them as she negotiates her way down.  
The ground shakes beneath them as the Dublin – Galway 
train rumbles down the line.  It blows its whistle. She 
knows the exact moment the brakes will hiss and screech 
as it slows on its approach to Athlone.
     The sound of the train reminds Martha of lazy summer 
days sitting on the mossy bank of the railway track 
making daisy chains, or pulling off the petals: “He loves 
me, he loves me not”. The last petal has to be, “he loves 
me!”  The daisy stem is then thrown at the blurred faces 
as the train flashes past. 
     There are twelves steps from the Granary door to the 
ground. They are etched in her brain.  She ran up and 
down those steps, sat and played on those steps, and 
even had her first kiss on those steps.   Those memories 
are flooding back, but she must hurry now. “One Step, 
two steps, will we tickle again or not?  No. We better not 
Annie.   It’s late now. We can’t dally any longer.  We must 
get back... there so much to do. Let’s just keep going.   
Seven steps, eight steps, this handrail is a bit wobbly and I 
don’t want to drop you Annie”.
     The Angelus Bell rings out in the distance calling 
Martha to prayer.  She removes her right hand from the 
wobbly rail and raises it reverently to her forehead to bless 
herself as she bends her right knee. “In the name of the 
Father and of the - Aaaaaaaaaaaaaah!” She overbalances, 
misjudging step nine. Martha and Annie go full tilt 
through the air and land in the thick undergrowth.
     The crows in the rookery squawk, “Caw, caw,” and flit 
down through the branches, disturbed by Martha’s shriek 
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of terror as she falls. Then the Granary is enveloped in an 
eerie silence once more.
     The Angelus bell continues to ring out.  Midland 
Radio broadcasts its early evening news. The Dail was 
suspended again 
today when two 
deputies clashed 
once again.  
Yesterday’s house 
fire in Tullamore 
claimed another 
victim today. And 
finally this evening, 
Gardai in Athlone 
request the 
assistance of the 
public in locating a 
missing person.
     Eighty-three-
year-old Martha 
Durkan was last 
seen at 8am 
this morning in 
her room at St 
Catherine’s Care 
Centre. People in 
the Atalia area and 
Atalia Woods are 
asked to be on the 
lookout for her 
while out walking. 
Landowners in 
the area are asked 
to check barns, 
outhouses and 
vacant properties.   
Gardaí are 
concerned for her 
safety.
     Martha is 
described as 
being vulnerable.  
When last seen, 
she was wearing 
a blue cardigan, 
blue dress with a 
yellow stripe, black 
walking shoes, 
and was carrying 
a rag doll. The doll 
is of a kind sold in 
Mothercare, made 
from soft, squelchy 
fabric with blond 
hair bunched each 
side of her head. 

     The doll wears a red polka dot dress and is Martha’s 
constant companion during her time in St Catherine’s.  
Anyone with any information please contact Athlone 
Garda station, or any Garda station.
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Those of us in the wider Garda family care 
as do the vast majority of the public. We 

can comment on the past with credibility. We 
can use our experience to shape the future of 
the Garda Síochána. This is our duty and an 
example of our practical patriotism. 
     Make no mistake the shape and character 
of the Garda organisation is directly connected 
to the health of the nation. This should 
be all the more evident in these historic 
anniversary years. Traditionally there is rapport 
and acceptance between the service and 
every strata of Irish society. In my experience 
international police forces are deeply envious 
of this acceptance. 

COMMISSION ON FUTURE OF POLICING
The Commission of the Future of Policing 
commenced in May 2017 and reported in 
September 2018 https://goo.gl/cFmJVa. The 
government initially and cautiously noted the 
report as follows:
     In December 2018 the Minister for Justice and Equality, 
Charlie Flanagan TD, announced that at its meeting the 
Government endorsed the report of the Commission on 
the Future of Policing in Ireland and agreed to his proposal 
to accept all 157 key recommendations (136 in full and 21 
in principle). 
     This statement alone is puzzling because there are 50 
main recommendations. It’s not clear what else is referred 
to by the Minister. The Commission had no domestic 
policing experience. The composition was a matter for 
government. It was arrogant and counterproductive to 
ignore valuable domestic experience. Thousands of retired 
Gardaí have served this country well, but our voices are 
rarely heard and even more rarely respected.

THE BLAME CULTURE
It is undeniable that reform in the criminal justice system 
was long overdue. It must be admitted that there have 
been significant failures, which are felt most strongly by 
those of us and our families who have served over many 
years and walked in harm’s way.
     Responsibility for these failures rests with powerful 
figures in the Department of Justice and An Garda 
Síochána. The untimely departure of two Ministers for 
Justice and two Garda Commissioners simply emphasises 
the need for change. 
     There have been many tribunals and investigations, 
which certainly have not covered politicians and Gardaí in 
credit. The paradoxical fact is that these reforming 

WHO CARES 
ABOUT AN GARDA 

SÍOCHÁNA?
It is undeniable that reform in the criminal justice system has been long overdue, while the 
significant failures have been felt most strongly by those of us and our families who have 
served over many years and walked in harm’s way, writes police and security specialist John 
O’Brien, current member of the GSRMA Central Committee and Editorial Board.

The Commission on the Future of Policing, chaired by Kathleen 
O’Toole, has undertaken a ‘root-and-branch’ review into the Force.
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exercises also lends 
itself to creating a 
blame culture. 
     This culture can 
very easily destroy 
the organisation 
that it strives to 
reform. On balance 
the Commission did 
not lend itself to this 
blame culture and 
this was much to the 
annoyance of other 
key actors like the 
Policing Authority. 

THIS IS OLD 
GROUND
It is forgotten that 
that Gardaí went 
through a Strategic 
Management 
Initiative (SMI) led by 
Government from 
1997 to 2002. This process covered much of the same 
ground and it was replete with all the buzz words. 
     In November 1997, the Government accepted, in 
principle, the recommendations set out in the Report of 
the Steering Group on the Efficiency and Effectiveness 
of An Garda Síochána. The SMI process made no 
difference ultimately due to lack of political direction and 
monitoring. Will this report suffer the same fate when the 
hoopla has died down?

POLITICAL IMPERATIVE
Fine Gael agreed to an Independent Alliance demand 
for a ‘root-and-branch’ review into the force. The 
Commission was chaired by the ubiquitous Kathleen 
O’Toole. The terms of reference were to consider, inter 
alia, the following:
1. The structures and management arrangements 
2. The appropriate composition, recruitment and 

training of personnel 
3. The culture and ethos of policing 
4. The appropriate structures for governance, oversight 

and accountability 
5. The legislative framework for policing

Were these questions answered and if so to what extent? 
Frankly the disparate group had little chance to cover this 
ground in the time space available to them. 

SCOPE AND DISSENT
The scope of the task was simply beyond the resources 
and time allotted to the Commission. One of the key 
members Conor Brady resigned early on its deliberations. 

There have been many 
tribunals and investigations, 
which certainly have not 
covered politicians and Gardaí 
in credit. The paradoxical 
fact is that these reforming 
exercises also lends itself to 
creating a blame culture. This 
culture can very easily destroy 
the organisation that it strives 
to reform.

“

“

He cited an apparent lack of public support for the 
Commission from government politicians. 

“…since [former Garda Commissioner] Nóirín O’Sullivan 
stepped down there has been a lot of talk from the 
politicians about planning the future and accelerating the 
pace of reform, and I saw hardly any reference at all to 
the role of the commission and I felt that didn’t auger very 
well for its purposes” Irish Times 18.9.2017

Terms of reference required the Commission to 
consider the following:
*Existing and emerging issues identified as key challenges 
for Ireland’s model of policing, e.g., evolving nature of 
crime, society (including increasing diversity) and public 
expectations and their relevance to structures, service 
delivery models, public confidence, performance measures 
etc., and international benchmarks in relation to the 
delivery of the most effective policing, 

*Best practices and changes in the policing models of 
other countries focused towards greater effectiveness and 
efficiency, and fostering public confidence in policing; and 
the relevance and applicability of such ideas in Ireland.

MORE STRATEGY THAN PLAN
The Commission’s Report reads more like a strategy 
statement than a detailed plan with specific 
recommendations. This approach could work provided 
there was a strong time linked Implementation Plan with 
provisional costings and time scales. Kathleen O’Toole 
made it clear that she was not being prescriptive. The 
future was left to the Minister and Government.
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     The Commission made some valuable proposals. I 
made the case for the designation of the Commissioner 
as CEO and the Minister as Chairman several years ago. 
The recommendations on Governance would see the 
Commissioner acquiring a raft of new responsibilities with 
enhanced powers.
     He/she would report to an internal board. However the 
legal persuasive reporting line would be to the Minister 
for Justice. There are arguments for and against this 
proposition but the plain fact is that current legislation 
requires the Commissioner to report to the Minister and 
indeed to the Secretary General. This recommendation is 
probably seen as fulfilling the Accountability requirement. 
     The Oversight role will be fulfilled by the 
amalgamation of the Garda Inspectorate and Policing 
Authority in a wonderfully-named Policing Community 
Safety Oversight Commission otherwise to be known as 
PCSOC. In an RTE radio show Seán O’Rourke referred to 
this and other acronyms as Alphabet Soup! He has a very 
good point.
     The Governance, Oversight and Accountability 
recommendations make sense but they are far too 
unwieldy for practical effect. There’s a need to simplify 
the recommendations and would it be too much to 
include those with domestic policing experience in the 
implementation?

WHAT POLICING MODEL WORKS?
Gardaí provide policing and security services in a number 
of different environments, such as urban, rural, border, 
state security, organised crime and international co-
operation. In short a National Police and Security Service.
     It seems obvious that progressive countries similar to 
this construct should have been examined in detail and 
appropriate conclusions drawn. There is no 
evidence that this approach was followed. 
     It is a fact that reference is made to 
best practice in area of digital innovation 
and cyber security and general enhanced 
use of technology. These and many other 
observations are made at the level of 
general principles rather than as detailed 
specific and researched proposals.
     The proposal for the deletion of the 
regional offices from the organisational 
structure, which is to be replaced by a 
small number of Assistant Commissioners 
at headquarters has considerable merit and 
would result in a flatter organisation with 
HQ much more in touch where policing 
matters, at the front line.
     The much-vaunted recommendation on 
a District Policing Model has been around 
for 100 years and longer. It is agreed that 
the resourcing of that model has been 
sorely lacking and modern refinement is 

most welcome. Self-evidently this model should have 
been fleshed at a level of detail in the report.

IRELAND POLICING TRANSITION
An Independent Oversight Commissioner and Oversight 
Body had been appointed to oversee the implementation 
of the Patten Report in Northern Ireland. Distinguished 
law enforcement professional Tom Constantine from the 
USA was asked to take this position. He agreed on the 
basis that he would have full independence in his role. 
     Interestingly the first challenge he faced was to his 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: John O’Brien
John O’Brien is a 
member of the GSRMA 
Central Committee and 
the Editorial Board. The 
former Detective Chief 
Superintendent holds an 
MSc Degree (Distinction) 
from the University of 
Leicester. John O’Brien 
was the National Head 
of Interpol and Europol 
and the Chairman 
of the European Heads Europol, The Hague, 
Netherlands. 
     He joined the Force in 1968 and has served in 
17 different centres including Dublin, Templemore, 
Portlaoise, Dundalk and Garda HQ. He was deeply 
involved in welfare and representative organisations 
within the force. He retired in 2006 and now 
pursues a career as a police and security specialist.

Gardaí provide policing and security services in a number of different 
environments, in short a National Police and Security Service.
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Denis Bradley addresses the MacGill Summer School in 
2017. Reference: https://goo.gl/CN35zu

     

 

 
 

independence, which he resolutely defended and won. 
This Implementation Strategy adopted here is very 
different to the Northern Ireland process. It is much 
weaker and is lacking in independence and budget.

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
The High Level Implementation Plan, which has been 
prepared with the input of the Implementation Group on 
Policing Reform, chaired by Ms Helen Ryan and endorsed 
by every Minister and Government Department, sets 
out an ambitious, but realistic, four-year plan for the 
implementation of the recommendations. This timescale 
is in line with the Commission’s own recommendations, 
according to Justice Minister Flanagan. 
     Can reform wait this long or is the can be kicked down 
the road once more? The interesting caveat that the chair 
needing not have police experience is in sharp contrast to 
the Northern Ireland experience where all members of the 
Oversight Body had law enforcement experience. 

ALPHABET SOUP
The plan will be delivered across four phases over the 
implementation timeframe – Building Blocks; Launching; 
Scaling; and Consolidation. Building Blocks involving a 
bewildering array of Implementers, truly Alphabet Soup 
confusion.

 

BEATINGS WILL CONTINUE
Nature does not allow a vacuum and we can reasonably 
expect that the well-established narrative “blame and 
recrimination” will continue. This criticism is directed 
almost exclusively to the Garda Síochána and little blame 
attaches to political or the justice administration. This 
criticism will have a debilitating effect on the Gardaí and 
this will lead in turn to grave reputational damage and 
loss of public confidence.
     I have listened, watched and debated the reform topic 
with many experts, commentators and media people. I 
have been struck by the fact the nature of prejudice is 

blind. 
     It is difficult for me and others from the Garda family 
to be seen as neutral or objective. We are judged on the 
basis of the perceived ills of An Garda Síochána and the 
“experts” prognosticate, deliberate and recommend how 
“we” can be reformed. I have listened to one genuine 
expert who deserves respect if not total agreement. 

     Denis Bradley is a 
former Vice-Chair of the 
Policing Board in Northern 
Ireland. He has walked 
the walk and he is entitled 
to be listened to. He 
produced a Model for 
Oversight, Governance and 
Accountability which has a 
lot of merit, and delivered 
this extempore  to the 
MacGill Summer School in 
2017. 
     He had one particular 
thought — that elected 
politicians (and others) 
should be directly 
involved in the oversight 
and accountability 

of the Garda service. In a sterile landscape his views 
deserve consideration and he is also of the view that 
sustained criticism of the policing system can in itself be 
counterproductive.

REFORM PLAYBOOK
Official Ireland is incapable of reforming itself without 
some help from its friends. The proposed reform playbook 
is cumbersome, confused and misdirected. Ultimately the 
politicians must take direct responsibility and stop hiding 
behind the fig leaf of quangos and coffee table experts.

Síocháin   73



I can truly say that although we had nothing, we had 
everything. In the 1950s we had no indoor plumbing, 

no car, no phone and no central heating. 
     What we did have, however, was caring parents, 
endless forests and fields locally to explore and go on 
adventures through as cowboys. The added bonus was 
we had our own swimming pool across the road – in the 
Liffey – to have a dip.
     There were so few children living around us that the 
entire student body in the local school was made up of 
a staggering 13 kids. In the summer before entering my 
final year in sixth class one other kid was to join me there, 
but due to family commitments left for another part of 

FROM ‘THE BEDS’ 
TO THE BAILOUT

As a young fella growing up in the 
Strawberry Beds, County Dublin by the 
banks of the River Liffey, Shay Martin, 
Dublin West Branch, reflects on an idyllic 
childhood and his journey to joining 
the Force as a mechanic before life in 
the fast lane as driver to ex-Taoiseach 
Charlie Haughey and later to Minister 
Brian Lenihan, during the ‘bail-out’.

Shay Martin continues to rebuild old classic cars like the ‘Australian Mini’ and attends various classic shows and events 
throughout the country.

LOOK BACK
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the country. And for the first time in my life I found myself 
in a class of my own, one pupil. Very few families could 
afford such a luxury – one teacher to one pupil. 

A LIFELONG AFFAIR
Living in this quiet part of rural Co. Dublin, a short 
hop from the city centre, ‘the Beds’ had a very small 
population. It was hard to believe there were so few kids 
in our area, unlike other suburbs of Dublin that were 
bursting at the seams with young ones growing up having 
no such available amenities at their doorsteps. 
     To see a car locally on the road was a rare and exciting 
thing for us kids.  I remember one Sunday morning as 
we walked the l.5 miles to Mass at our local Church, St 
Mochta’s, Porterstown, Clonsilla, a car stopped. It was 
one of our neighbours offering us a lift in their Morris 
Minor car. I was entranced by the speed and the fragrant 
aroma of the interior. Thus began my lifelong affair with 
motor cars. 
     In my teenage years I trained as 
a mechanic at the Smithfield Motor 
Company, Benburb Street, Dublin 
city from 1965 to 1970. It was 
there I met with some of the finest 
mechanics and dearest friends I have 
ever known. After work I would 
hang up my overalls, pick up my 
bass guitar and play with my band 
in support of some of the famous 
show bands of the time. 
     Irish acts like the late Joe Dolan, 
Dickie Rock and Thin Lizzie, not 
forgetting here to mention some 
international stars from across the 
seas like Status Quo, The Monkees 
and the late great Roy Orbison  to 
mention a few. Those were the days 
when I could burn the candle from 
both ends. Oh Boy!

NEVER A DULL MOMENT 
I was that quintessential long-haired 
rocker you could picture when you think of the swinging 
60s. But, all this was about to change for me when in 
1974 I heard that An Garda Síochána were looking for 
mechanics.
     I knew it was an opportunity I could not pass up 
and applied.  Having been accepted for admission I was 
delighted but could not have imagined how cold my head 
would be once my mop was cropped. 
     It seemed that no matter how short I thought my hair 
was the Sergeant taking the parade on the first morning 
of my arrival in the Training College at Templemore gave 
my shoulder ‘the dreaded tap’.
     For the next few months I knuckled down to my new 
status as a student with the rest of my fellow recruits 

HISTORIC POLICING INCIDENTS
One such event was the Dr Tiede Herrema incident at 
Monesterevin, Co. Kildare in 1975; another was the 
historic visit to Ireland of Pope John Paul II in 1979 and in 
1981 the disastrous fire in Coolock at the Stardust Club.  
     I spent some time as a PSV inspector operating out 
of the Carriage Office at Harcourt Square, Dublin. In 
1997 I was transferred back to Details Section, Garda 
Headquarters where I remained for the rest of my service. 
     My first long-term driving appointment was with 
the late Ex-Taoiseach Charles J Haughey. He was a very 
charismatic and interesting individual whom I felt was 
much admired at whatever events he attended, while at 
the same time a person of quixotic character. 
     My next long-term appointment came as a ministerial 
driver in 2007 with Brian Lenihan Jnr, Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Law Reform at the time. By 2008 Ireland was 
in serious financial difficulties and Mr Lenihan was 

studying law, police duties, Irish, and an added course in 
vehicle driving competency. On the successful completion 
of my training I was assigned to the Transport Workshops 
at Garda Headquarters, Phoenix Park.
     Life was seldom if ever dull there and you could never 
guess what would roll into ‘the garage’ either for repair or 
overhaul and you could never be sure where you would 
find yourself from day to day. 
     As well as fixing vehicles other duties included 
some unusual transporting of emergency items for the 
operational side of policing anywhere throughout the 
country at a moment’s notice. On several occasions I 
ended up working at some historic and major incidents, 
providing lighting systems. 

The interior of the Stardust Nightclub in Cooklock which went on fire in the early 
hours of 14 February 1981.
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the then Minister for Finance. During the ‘bail-out’ 
negotiations things were hectic. 
     I spent many a night on standby, ready to go anywhere 
he needed at a moment’s notice, and that was often. 
Sometimes it felt like I was near the eye of a storm of 
journalists and photographers. 
     The media constantly wanted a piece of the Minister 
with no let up in the pressure – he remarked to me at 
that time the only bit of peace he could get was when he 
sat into his ministerial car getting from one meeting to 
another – and those were only fleeting moments as we 
caught deadlines for government meetings, TV, press and 
various media interviews. 
     I drove Mr Lenihan on the final working day of my 
working retirement, a day that started when I collected 
the Minister at 7.30am on Budget Day 7 December 2010. 
There were no bells or whistles waiting for me when I 
returned to the Depot at 11.50pm that night, parking the 
ministerial car and finally handing in my issue equipment 
after 37 years service. 

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY
As I drove away from the Garda Depot gate it was a very 
lonely feeling knowing this would be my last time ever 
going in or out of the Depot. No speeches, no bands, 

By 2008 Ireland was in serious financial difficulties 
and Mr Brian Lenihan was the then Minister for 
Finance. During the ‘bail-out’ negotiations things 
were hectic. I spent many a night on standby, ready 
to go anywhere he needed at a moment’s notice, 
and that was often. Sometimes it felt like I was near 
the eye of a storm of journalists and photographers. 

no recognition for me, but one man in uniform on duty 
at the Guard Room exit gates, and as he looked at me, 
nodded and pressed the electronic button raising the 
barrier releasing me from all my responsibilities’.
     Little did I realise when I first joined the Garda 
Síochána that it would become a family business. My 
long-suffering wife Marie and I had three children and 
it makes me very proud to say that my two sons Darren 
and Gary, my daughter Lisa, my daughter-in-law Meave 
and my son-in-law John are all members of An Garda 
Síochána.  I know the job is in good hands.
     After my extended career break from music I have 
returned to the stage with a brilliant rack band, this 
time with two bad knees and a much lighter head of 
diminishing thatch. That’s not to say that the band 
members are ‘getting on in life, but there are three great-
grandfathers and a grandfather now in the group.
     I now enjoy home life spending more time with Marie, 
my children and our grandchildren. However, I have 
retained my childhood love of cars. 
     I still rebuild old classic cars like the Australian Mini 
that I rebuilt in recent years and now own. It takes me 
to the various shows and exhibits when attending classic 
show events throughout the country.

Pope John Paul II in the Phoenix Park during his 1979 
historic papal visit to Ireland.

 Life was seldom if ever dull there and 
you could never guess what would roll 
into ‘the garage’ either for repair or 
overhaul and you could never be sure 
where you would find yourself from day 
to day. 
     As well as fixing vehicles other 
duties included some unusual 
transporting of emergency items 
for the operational side of policing 
anywhere throughout the country at a 
moment’s notice.

“

“
LOOK BACK
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The first record that I came across, 
which details a Garda Dance in 

Tullamore District, is an account written 
by Garda Jim Hayden (RIP) in 1986 
and it gives a perfect picture of how 
important an event it was in Tullamore.
     “Our first Garda Dance in 1927 
is very clear in my memory. It was a 
huge success. The occasion was the 
launching of a whole new freedom 
an independent country. The dance 
was attended by the Commissioner 
Eoin O’Duffy, with his assistants and 
deputies, the Superintendents from 
neighboring Divisions. Representatives 
from the Courts and dignitaries from 
the town also attended.
     “The detail of this occasion is worth 
mention. I was in charge of the hall 
and the dance committee set to work 
to give the hall a festive air. The Garda 
sporting colours of blue and white 
were prominent in every decoration. 
Over 300 balloons were contained in a net under the 
ceiling and at the appropriate time the lights were 
dimmed and the balloons were released and floated down 
on the heads of the dancers. During the evening supper 
was served in a large hall at the front of the building. The 
dancers went home, tired and sore-footed but happy at 
6am.”
     All were in full dress attire as can be seen from the 
rare photograph of the event. The file that I have in my 
possession deals with the running of the Garda Dance in 
the late 1950s and it was still a very important event.
In 1957 the committee responsible for organising the 
Garda Dance was as follows: Chairman Supt Con Brady 

(father of Conor Brady), Secretary J.W. 
Reynolds (father of Paul Reynolds, RTE 
Crime Correspondent), Treasurer Sgt 
T. Rossiter (otherwise known as the 
‘Big Fellow’), Photographer Garda Joe 
Hanly (creator of the Hanly Photograph 
Collection) Hall decoration, Garda 
Jim Hayden (he held his job over the 
years).
The purpose of holding the dance 
was to raise funds for the Garda 
Síochaná Benevolent Society. As 
funds seemed to be scarce at station 
level an application was/ made to the 
Benevolent Society for an advance of 
£90 to cover initial expenses. This was 
later to be repaid, together with any 
profit made when the event was over.

BALLROOM OF ROMANCE
The venue for the event was in the 
County Ballroom which was situated 
in the County Council buildings. 
There was a fee of £ 20 to be paid in 

advance for use of the ballroom. (The ballroom was later 
destroyed in a large fire). The local firms of DE Williams and 
P&H Egan’s were invited to tender for the provision of a 
licensed bar at the event. 
     Another legal matter had also to be attended to. Under 
Customs & Excise Entertainment Duty Regulations an 
application had to be made to the local Collector of Excise 
Duty for permission to hold the dance. A deposit of £50 
had to be paid in advance to cover the Entertainment Duty. 
Admission tickets were set at 10 shillings each and 400 
tickets were printed.
     I was interested to see where the music came from 

THE GARDA DANCE
A NIGHT TO 
REMEMBER

Having come across an old file that detailed all the work required in running the Tullamore 
Garda District Dance in the 1950s, seeing the names of members long gone from this 
world, Michael Dalton, Offaly Branch, decided that the contents was perfect material to 
take us back in time to a forgotten era in An Garda Síochána.

GARDA DINNER DANCE
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and it seems that there was a practice in place where an 
advertisement was placed in a national paper seeking 
tenders to supply the music. The accepted tender was 
from Johnny Gavin and his orchestra who was the 
resident orchestra at the Macushla Ballroom in Dublin. 
     His fee was £32-10-00 but the committee had to 
supply a piano. An 
insurance policy 
had also to be 
taken out to cover 
the event. As can 
be seen from the 
above, organising 
the Garda Dance 
was far from a 
simple event. 

VERY ENJOYBLE 
NIGHTS 
I remember 
attending several 
Garda Dances 
in the old Hayes 
Hotel and they 
were less formal 
occasions than 
in the 1950s. 
They were Dinner 
Dances and there 
was a room set 
aside for the 
entertainment 
of invited guests 
before the dinner 
began and it was 
appropriately 
named the Blue 
room. 
     I remember 
one incident 
when a prominent 
member of the 
local community 
over indulged in 
the Blue Room. 
When everyone 
was seated and 
the soup was 
being served the 
person used their 
soup spoon to hit 
a bang on one 
of the glasses 
on the table. 
Having gained the 
attention of all the 

guests they then, gracefully, slid under the table and were 
promptly escorted home. There was no blue room the 
next year!
     It is unlikely that we will return to the days of the 
Garda Dinner Dances but we can still look back with 
pleasure at some very enjoyable nights.



Each parish comprised of a number of station areas, 
each made up from approximately 10 townlands. 

These events took place each year, in spring and autumn, 
on a rotational basis. Garda Stations based in rural areas, 
with married quarters, were known to host the event. 
    In the months leading up to the date, the dwelling 
house would be extensively painted internally and 
externally. The open hearth would be whitewashed as 
would the out offices. The yard would be scraped and 
brushed while the dung heap (Carn Aoilig), which was 
usually near the house, would be camouflaged with 
bedding material.
    A few days prior to the event the horse and cart were 
brought into action when the man and woman of the 
house would go to the nearest town for the necessary 

requirements. They would arrive back with baker’s bread, 
currant cakes, jam, whiskey, stout and sherry and other 
items not to be seen until such an occasion again. On the 
day before the ‘Station Box’ would be brought in by horse 
and the common car by the family who hosted the event 
that morning. 
    The box contained the requisites required by the priest 
to celebrate Mass and afterwards would be conveyed to 
the next area. On the night before the kitchen floor would 
be scrubbed with boiling water. 
    Neighbouring housewives would arrive with all sorts 
of cutlery, kettles and teapots not to mention the best of 
home baking. The table in the parlour would be covered 
with a well starched linen table cloth. 
    The kitchen table would be raised to the required 

height for use as an altar. This was 
done by placing cut-down butter 
boxes under each leg and it was of 
paramount importance that it was level. 
Linen cloths were then draped over it, 
following a given pattern, while new 
net curtains adorned the windows. 
Some holy statutes would be placed on 
the ‘clevy. 
NEIGHBOURS’ HELPING HANDS
On the morning the household would 
rise extra early. When the cows were 
milked and routine chores attended 
to, with helping hands from the 
neighbours, the dogs, cats and poultry 
would be secured. Fires were lit in the 
parlour and kitchen – where kettles 
were boiled and water heated in 
saucepans to boil the eggs. This was in 
an era of no electricity. 
    Mass usually commenced between 
8.30am to 9am. This was because 
people who were to receive Holy 

GETTING INTO 
THE SPIRIT OF THE 

STATIONS!
Going back to the middle 1800s and, to the present time to a lesser degree ‘The Stations’ 
were of major importance and excitement in rural Ireland, during which confessions were 
heard, Mass was celebrated, parish dues were collected and people bonded, writes Pat 
Lehane, Killarney Branch.

The tradition of house stations is alive and well in one corner of South Mayo 
(Pic: Conor McKeown)

THE STATIONS
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Communion were obliged to fast from 12pm the previous 
night.  The people would begin to arrive in their two’s and 
three’s. Upon the arrival of the clergy the curate would 
open the station box and with help from the Mass servers 
to prepare the altar.
    The parish priest would go to the parlour and sit in 
an armchair, his back positioned at an angle to the door, 
so as not to come face to face with the penitent, whose 
confession he was about to hear. 
    Most country people used the occasion to fulfil their 
religious obligations. However, some did display a clear 
indication of nervousness – possibly fear of the clergy and 
aligned circulating stories. 
    With confessions over the curate would celebrate Mass 
in the kitchen while the parish priest, depending on the 
weather, would either sit in the parlour or walk about 
outside reading his office (phortuis). 
    At the conclusion of Mass he would return to the 
kitchen to sit at the table, with a book, from which he 
called out the head of each household in the area who 
would then approach in a respectful manner, cap in hand, 
to pay his dues (Dleacht). Should the person be unable 
to attend he would a designate a neighbour to fulfil his 
duties.

GOING AT FULL SPEED
With the important duties of the morning attended to, a 
table in the parlour for the clergy and one in the kitchen 
for the guests were prepared. In the meantime the Bean 
An Tí and her helpers would go at full speed, boiling 
water, eggs and making tea on the open fire.
    Along with the clergy would be seated the man of the 
house and a few chosen handpicked locals, considered 
sufficiently well enough heeled to be in exalted company 
-in other words safe pairs of hands. 
    On one occasion this misfired when the parish priest 
announced that he would be taking up a collection to put 
a new gate in the graveyard. One of the chosen few, who 
had a previous run it with him replied, “Father, what a 
waste of money the people inside will not come out and 
those on the outside are in no hurry to go in”.
    Breakfast usually consisted of brown and white bread, 
butter, boiled eggs, tea and marmalade. The butter would 
be homemade and made into fancy butter balls, using 
butter spades. The priests would be served with toast, 
which was made before the open fire by placing a slice on 
a two pronged fork, with an 18 inch handle – made by 
the local blacksmith. One item of paramount importance 
for the parlour was lump sugar – a scarce commodity in 
those days – and it would be a matter of “die dog or eat 
the hatchet”, until it was procured. 
    The Mna Tí in the area took pride in their presentation 
and would be putting each other on. One Bean An Tí, 
recently married, who returned from the USA (a returned 
yank) having acquired a bit of ‘Eiri inairde’ decided to 
serve jelly and custard – a dish unknown in the area 

heretofore. 
    Having placed bowls before two old timers, one looked 
at it and on seeing the jelly wobbling turned to the other 
and said “Na ith in aon cor e – ta an diol I crith”. Shortly 
afterwards the same two, while out walking around 
the yard and on looking into the dairy, saw two enamel 
chamber pots, with jelly, having been put there to set the 
previous night. 

GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT!
Another lady, known for her airs and graces, but with a 
reputation of not being generous, enquired of the men 
dining in the kitchen how they would like their eggs and 
when she got to one wit, known as Jackie, he replied 
“with another, Mary”. As soon as breakfast was eaten the 

Fires were lit in the parlour and kitchen – where kettles 
were boiled and water heated in saucepans to boil the 
eggs. This was in an era of no electricity.



menfolk would reach for their pipes commenting that 
they were ‘blind’ for the want of a smoke (ol tobach), 
having been fasting from the previous night.
    When the men of the cloth had departed, the men on 
receiving winks and nods from the owner would make 
their way to the stall, to partake of less celestial spirits, 
in the form of the ‘cratur’ (poteen). Should any man’s 
discretion be in the slightest doubt he would be served 
with whiskey in the house. Sherry wine would be the 
order of the day for the ladies. 
    The remainder of the day was for close friends and 
neighbours who had helped out. If it was during harvest 
time a dance would be held in the house that night. 
It was a very solemn occasion and every effort was 
undertaken to have all matters in order on the day. 
Sometimes these created difficulties as was the case with 
this particular family when the sow began to farrow 
prematurely. As was the custom and indeed for good 
reason the sow was brought into the kitchen with her 
litter of bonhams. 
    Weather conditions were harsh and on the day before 
the station a decision was made to put the sow out to 
the back kitchen. On the morning of the station, two 
local teenage boys, with a knowledge of pig husbandry, 

were given the job of taking care of the sow and her 
litter. 
    Just as Mass commenced the sow began to break 
wind, both boys panicked with both embarrassment 
and the fear of a backlash from the priests. They didn’t 
know what to do. One grabbed an edition of ‘The Cork 
Examiner’ and rolled it into a cylindrical shape and was 
about to insert it into a certain orifice of the sow when 
a local farmer, coming late arrived into the back kitchen 
saving the day in no small way.

PART OF RURAL LIFE 
Stations have been part of rural life for many years. They 
could also be considered to be social occasions because 
apart from funerals and wakes it would be the only other 
time that residents of the area would meet. 
    Transport in that era was either by horse and cart, 
cycling or walking. There was no electricity, radios, 
phones were only available at the local post office, Garda 
Station, Presbytery or doctor. 
    Though they were hard times it had the effect of 
bonding people together in such a way that nobody had 
to go through any trauma alone. Is it time to think of the 
past and try and apply it to the present?

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

REMEMBERING LIMERICK’S FIRST BAN GARDAÍ
Dear Editor,

I write to congratulate you on a magnificent ‘Winter 2018’ 
issue of Síocháin magazine – beautifully produced and great 
content/photographs etc. I note Kathleen O’Sullivan, who 
passed away in August 2018, is listed under the heading 
‘Deceased Relatives’ – as her husband was Garda Tim 
O’Sullivan – now living in Corbally, Limerick City.
    However, Kathleen was more than a Deceased Relative – 
she was a member of the first group of Ban Gardaí to arrive 
in Limerick City on 8 October 1962. I was attached to the 
Sergeant’s Office in Edward Street, Limerick at that time and 
I met them on their first day and worked closely with them 
over a number of years.
    Kathleen’s father was the well-known and much-loved 
famous Peter Dixon who was a Drill Instructor at the Garda 

Depot in Dublin’s Phoenix Park, while her brother and sister 
were also members, as are two of her children.
    I was involved with C/SUPT David Sheahan (now 
Assistant Commissioner) in arranging the 50th     Anniversary 
of their arrival in Limerick – a lovely function with a visit 
the City Mayor’s Office etc. Three members of the first 
group who arrived in Limerick in 1962 have now passed 
away recently – Sgt Peig Brown (Tierney); Teresa Dundon 
(Mitchell); and Kathleen O’Sullivan ( Dixon).
Mary Garvey married Inspr. Willie Stratford and they reside 
in Dublin and Dympna Moore married Garda Gerry Canny – 
he died a few years ago and Dympna lives in Cork.

Kind Regards

Pat Kearney (Associate Member)

Letters to the 
                Editor
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In 2015 the pupils of St Hugh’s National School in 
Dowra, launched a book ‘The Scrap Book of Regrets’ 

in Dowra Courthouse renowned for other events. The 
authors wrote to county players past and present and 
asked for their regrets. 
     It was a credit to An Post that letters addressed to a 
player and county were delivered.  It could be described as 
a litany of disappointments. There was genuine regret by 
those that let themselves down in the heat of the battle. 
One was compelled to change one’s view of the people 
with regrets and see them more positively, still paying for 
their mistake. 
     The school playground will be a permanent memorial 
to the innocence of the children and the honesty of the 
people that replied in the fundraising venture. There is a 
lesson here for society.
     Shane Connaughton, renowned worldwide, recently 
stated that people like his father should never be 
forgotten. Bryan Gallagher, another renowned gentleman 
who wrote about his RIC RUC father and read Shane’s 
books, was stunned by the similarities in the two men.
     Both served a short distance from each other but 
in two different jurisdictions with equal dedication and 
only known because of the illustrious sons. They were 
thousands like them that worked silently, honestly, 
unheard and unseen. One’s service record never shows 
the value of a decent person’s contribution.
     On arrival in my first station there was a middle-aged 
man on fatigues. He was friendly, knowledgeable and 
helpful. He was waiting for discharge from the force 
following a deficit in the penal warrants account. He was 

THROW THE BABY 
OUT WITH THE BATH 

WATER – REFORM
On hearing people that should know 
better say that lone Gardaí do not make 
a difference in rural Ireland, Patrick 
Joseph McCarthy, Dublin North Branch, 
says that he’s amazed that they never see 
the value of prevention. Major crimes do 
not happen on impulse but are planned 
and never without local input, he writes.

Legal solutions are seldom a solution to social problems. 

paying off his debt to society by working for a subsistence 
wage doing menial tasks. 

CASE STRUCK OUT
A few months later another young mess man appeared in 
the District Court from another station. Both ashamed to 
go home they took the boat to England. The middle-aged 
man lost all his pension entitlements. A retired member 
appeared before the District Court and the judge found 
the facts proved and asked the injured party would he 
object to the case being struck out.  
     A conviction would result in the loss of his pension 
and the judge quoted the relevant section of the act. 
The injured party had to be reassured by the judge that 
he had done nothing wrong. He was stunned by the 
consequences of a conviction. 
     Decades later the Morris Tribunal recognised this and 
recognised the fact that a person with impeccable service 
before their fall from grace lost everything. 

GARDA REFORMS
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     Addiction was the biggest reason for 
people losing everything. I read all the 
tribunals and was shocked by what I read. 
Some paid the same price as the worst 
offenders. It is wrong to judge all by the 
actions of a few.

MORE NATIVE THAN THE NATIVES
At the foundation of the State Michael 
Collins made the decision that no member 
of the Garda Síochána should serve in their 
own birthplace or that their spouses. A 
person who should know put it to me that it 
was a wise decision. 
     He was sent diagonally across the country 
on leaving the Depot. He became more 
native than the natives themselves. He is a 
leading force behind the local GAA club and 
athletics club and was rewarded with an All-
Ireland Club Championship and Olympian. 
He is a respected member of the Garda 
Síochána and there are several other such 
members.
     Once a body lay in the morgue of a hospital awaiting 
identification, all known methods had failed. There was 
indication of a Donegal connection. The phone book was 
photocopied and every station in the division was rung 
several times over a week every time we got a chance. 
     Finally, a member said to ring a “station” as “there is 
a Sligo man who knows every inch of this county”. I rang 
the “station” which was a Garda’s private residence. His 
wife insisted I would give name and phone number. He 
rang when he returned from duty. 
     The name was wrong as it was a very wealthy family 
many miles away. The phonetic spelling of the townland 
was incorrect so hence computers and maps were of no 
use. It rang a bell with him. 
     He was off duty, would eat his dinner and drive out 
to the location. It would take at least an hour and a half 
each way in heavy rain and fog. I gave him my home 
number in case he did not get back. He did make contact 
and was reasonably satisfied we now had an identity. 
     Next morning, he left Donegal before 6am with a 
“relative” and identification was formally made. He made 
a number of phone calls and arranged the funeral. Next 
day he repeated the journey with an undertaker and the 
“relative”. All this was done out of the goodness of his 
heart in helping people incapable of helping themselves. 
This man’s knowledge of the community he served was 
only matched by his non-judgemental charity.

BEST MAN FOR THE JOB
On another occasion I rang a country station and 
introduced myself and the nature of my business which 
was humanitarian. He recognised my voice. In his first 
time in the Circuit Court he was in deep trouble. The 

court guard asked me to give him a dig out. I had only a 
few years’ service but no stranger to the court.  
     He had made a brilliant detection with an American 
tourist as the injured party on his first day but was left on 
his own. Things worked out as I was able to explain to the 
State Solicitor. He stated another member who was off 
duty was the best man for the job but he hated authority, 
and he would ring him at home. 
     The member rang me at 2am having been awoken out 
of his sleep. It was not a problem all because of what took 
place in the Circuit Court 20 years earlier. On another 
occasion I rang a country station with an urgent inquiry. 
There was no one available to do the task as they were 
all tied up but he said he would do it himself on his way 
home. I waited on and he rang back to the great relief of 
a worried mother and children.

PUTTING THE PUBLIC FIRST
I know of a member who attended a tragic death, driving 
hundreds of miles to face the death of a parent and 
returned to face the death of a young child. Neither death 
being in his district but the public came first. 
     In retirement a man dying of cancer asked for him 
to be present with his family and he breathed his last as 
support for his family. These actions never make tribunals. 
Such members were welfare officers within the force 
without title.
     In my time in the Garda Síochána I personally knew six 
members who were murdered on duty. From experience 
when faced with a weapon there is no difference 
between a loaded, unloaded defective or imitation firearm 
as people have been murdered by adapted imitation 
firearms.

Gardaí individually and with discretion properly used are the best asset 
available to fight crime. 

GARDA REFORMS
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At the foundation of the State Michael Collins made the 
decision that no member of the Garda Síochána should 
serve in their own birthplace

     It is equally as chilling when one finds out after the 
event that one had spoken with an armed person. An 
equally frightening experience was when a drunken 
former heavy weight boxer burst opened a locked door 
with his fist. 
     Instruction on the use of force goes out the window 
as it is either you or him. The next challenge was to put 
judicial separation barring order on a charge sheet or a 
non-compatible computer system, with the combination 
of talents available it worked out.

DIFFERENT SKILLSETS
Over the years I saw people join with different skills from 
first class honours in science, social work, agricultural 
scientists or master degrees in mathematics and 
economics; nurses, social workers, numerous engineers, 
accountants, legal degrees and training, teachers, all the 
trades, and even a member who boxed professionally. 
     Two members flew in from building sites in New York 
to do the exam/interview and go to Templemore. One 
person who never used a phone and had to be taught to 
became one of the best I ever met to get and write down 
all particulars. He also had another skill which was his first 
language; this was sign language. 
     I also knew people (both male and female) who, due 
to family and economic circumstances, had to go to work 
in their early teens. They all had one thing in common – a 
desire to learn to become Gardaí. As regards whether full 
use was made of the talent pool of decent people is a 
different question. I will always argue if people are treated 
with respect and understanding they will deal with the 
public in a similar manner.
     Gardaí individually and with discretion properly used 
are the best asset available to fight crime. But there is no 
reason for self-serving criminality. Every human being is 

an individual.  It is always better to speak to people than 
about them.  
     One day a senior Garda officer rang down the channels 
from on high that he saw two Gardai talking on the beat.  
If he had stopped and spoke to them he would discover 
they had done an outstanding duty all day.  One member 
was demoralised and the other enquired where he was 
from originally and his view of him was based on that and 
far from complimentary. 

NO ONE IS BENEATH YOU
Another member on another occasion used the phrase 
“no one is beneath you and no one should consider 
themselves above you”. I recently spoke with a person of 
higher rank and we both dealt with a problem in a similar 
fashion. A person not granted leave to attend the funeral 
of a grandparent. 
     A district officer once allowed me to bring a family 
member to a medical appointment when leave and time 
off was not available.  He said if things worked out okay 
he would appreciate if I came back but if it was bad news 
“do not show your face here as you will be a liability with 
your mind elsewhere but ring for any help I can give”.  
I learned something from every person I worked with 
including the member who said “there is enough misery 
in this world without us creating more for any human 
being”.
     Over the years Gardaí had to make decisions for 
the public good not within their remit. What other 
organisation could take care of up to seven children (aged 
under 10) at a moment’s notice for 25 hours? In some 
cases, Gardaí decided the best option was to leave them 
in their own home, cleaned and tied up by the members 
until other arrangements could be made. 
     One female member one night joked with me 
“that should appear in the Garda brochure instead of 
helicopters”. In retirement I met up with a woman who 
told of her admiration for the Gardaí. 
     She along with her brothers and sisters spent a 
weekend in the Bridewell as children and were well 
treated by the Gardaí “all men from the country, it was 
the only time in my childhood I was not hungry”. Other 
vulnerable individuals got the same treatment.

SOLUTIONS TO SOCIAL PROBLEMS
Legal solutions are seldom a solution to social problems. 
A very elderly gentleman fell in care and passed away. It 
was reported to the coroner. Legal advisors took over and 
advised no statements. The widow wanted none of it and 
came to the Garda station to make her statement. The 
female Garda was a few months away from becoming a 
solicitor when she headed for Templemore. 
     She gave the old lady, who wanted no one blamed for 
her husband’s death, plenty of time. The Garda checked 
with me several times during the statement to make sure 
all points were covered. Her family wanted to pay all 
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the costs but the old lady wanted to access her widow’s 
pension, bank and credit union accounts and sought the 
Gardaí’s help. 
     The tried and trusted “to whom it may concern” 
form was drafted urging all to afford the lady help and it 
worked. The old man died of natural causes and the fall 
was not responsible 
for his death. A 
few months later 
on nights the old 
lady rang me as she 
only realised I was 
the sergeant that 
advised the Garda 
and advised her 
on sorting out her 
problems when the 
Garda referred to 
me by name. 
     The present 
Chief Justice would 
be “morto” if he 
heard her. “You 
were the sergeant 
to protect her 
from the vultures 
of solicitors and 
barristers and you 
were pat when 
helping her to give 
my dignity back”. 
I doubt if anyone 
could put the role 
of the Gardaí as 
well.
     Over the years 
Gardaí on the 
frontline were 
always short 
staffed. While 
missed meal 
breaks in case of 
emergency are 
expected, when 
that becomes the 
norm it leads to all 
types of problems.
     When I heard 
people that should 
know better say 
lone Gardaí do not 
make a difference 
in rural Ireland I am 
amazed they never 
see the value of 
prevention. Major 

crimes do not happen on impulse but are planned and 
never without local input. 
     The local input is vital and that is where the local 
Garda is the only one likely to get the whisper. Prevention 
never gets the acclaim and glory of detection. Prevention 
is the baby that should never be thrown out.

GARDA REFORMS
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GSRMA Pen
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Did you know that blood accounts 
for roughly seven to eight per cent 

of a person’s body weight? And that an 
average-sized woman has about nine 
pints of blood and an average-sized man 
has about 12 pints? And further, did you 
know that you give just over a pint every 
time you make a blood donation, which 
has the potential to save three lives.
     While Timmy Gleeson was born in 
Tipperary, he has become an adopted 
son of Laois after spending 34 years 
as a Garda in Portlaoise. When he 
retired from the force, he became a 
bus driver at the National Learning 
Network Centre, based at Dublin Road 
in Portlaoise until he retired last year.

PINT TO PROVE WITH DAD
Now aged 64, Timmy was acknowledged recently by the 
Irish Blood Transfusion Service for donating his 100th pint 
of blood. Speaking with the Laois Nationalist, Timmy said 
that he donated his first pint of blood at the age of 18 to 
prove to his father that he could.
      “My dad donated well over 50 pints of blood in his 
day. He goaded me, saying that I wouldn’t donate blood, 
that I’d be too scared. I had to prove him wrong. When I 
turned 18, and the first time I went, I must have walked 
up and down 100 times before I plucked up enough 

HEALH & WELLBEING

TIMMY MAKES HIS MARK 
DONATING 100 PINTS OF 

BLOOD!
Maybe that old saying that you cannot get blood from a stone is true, but that didn’t worry 
Portlaoise man Timmy Gleeson (64) who was recently acknowledged by the Irish Blood 
Transfusion Service for donating his 100th pint of blood.

Timmy Gleeson pictured after recently donating his record 100th pint of blood!

courage to go in and finally give my first donation.”
Timmy recalled the old days that after giving a blood 
donation and the nurses would supply you with a bottle 
of Guinness “to replenish your blood”. Timmy said that 
the donation process is painless.

DONATION SAVES THREE LIVES
“The only thing you feel are the hairs of your arm getting 
caught when taking the plaster off your arm a couple of 
days later,” he joked.
     “What surprised me to learn was that only three per 
cent of the population actually donates blood. I would 
love to see more people, particularly younger people, 
giving blood.
     “One donation can save up to three lives. I suppose I’ll 
continue donating blood until they tell me to stop. “If I 
can do it, anybody can,” he said.

For more information about donating blood in your area 
visit www.giveblood.ie 



        “My Marvel hearing aids connect  

        to smartphones, TV and more.”  

  “Universally compatible? Me too!        

 At least that’s what my zodiac sign says.” 

It’s an age in which we all need the technology that 
makes our lives easier to work effortlessly, automatically 
and seamlessly. Turn on your smartphone, computer, 
television and other devices and they should work 
flawlessly with minimum effort. The same applies to 
hearing aids, with the new Marvel hearing aids innovated 
by the industry leading manufacturer, Sonova.

It’s not just a great hearing aid. 
It’s a multifunctional marvel.

Book an appointment for a Hearing 
Evaluation, Free 30-Day Trial, and a Free 
Demonstration of the New Audéo Marvel.

Diagnostic Audiology Services

16 Maypark,
Malahide Road,
Artane,
Dublin 5
Tel: 01-9015080

Suite 2, The Mall,
Beacon Court,
Sandyford,
Dublin 18
Tel: 01-5267870

© Phonak

Packed with technology and features that adapt to 
your life, look no further than Phonak Audéo™ Marvel 
hearing aids to deliver incredible hearing performance, direct 
connectivity to all your gadgets, rechargeability, and even 
remote support for your hearing aids. 

As a Made-For-All solution, Audéo Marvel hearing aids 

can connect to Bluetooth® enabled devices, allowing 
hands-free calls through both ears. The hearing aids can 
also be fine-tuned remotely using the myPhonak app. In 
addition, with industry leading lithium-ion rechargeable 
technology, it also means enjoying your hearing all day 
long.

Whether you have mild or severe hearing 
loss, Phonak Audéo Marvel hearing aids are 
packed with everything you need for better 
hearing. 

The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are registered trademarks owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc.

Email: info@diagnosticaudiology.ie
Website:  www.diagnosticaudiology.ie



SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF HEARING LOSS
• Muffling of speech and other sounds
• Difficulty understanding words, especially against 

background noise or in a crowd
• Trouble hearing consonants
• Frequently asking others to speak more slowly, 

clearly and loudly
• Needing to turn up the volume of the television or 

radio
• Withdrawal from conversations
• Avoidance of some social settings
• Ringing in the ears/Tinnitus
• Problems with balance

If you suffer from any of the symptoms contact your 
GP or Diagnostic Audiology Services directly for a free 
hearing screening or a full diagnostic audiological 
assessment.

DIAGNOSITC AUDIOLOGY SERVICES

DISCOUNT ON DIAGNOSTIC 
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES 

After working as Chief Diagnostic Audiologist at 
Dublin’s Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Judith 

M. (Judy) Nugent opened Diagnostic Audiology Services 
(Ireland) Ltd in 1985 in the Charlemont Clinic, Dublin 2.
     In March 2014, after 29 successful years in Charlemont 
Clinic, Judy along with her daughter Charyl opened a 
clinic dedicated to the late Charles Nugent. This clinic is 
located at 16 Maypark, Malahide Road, Artane, Dublin 5. 
When the Charlemont Clinic was sold in November 2014; 
their southside premises moved to The Mall (Suite 2) at 
the Beacon Court in Sandyford.
     Over the last 30 years Diagnostic Audiology Services 
(Ireland) Ltd has built its success on its commitment 
to provide patient-focused care for every person, 
customised to their individual needs. “Excellent service 
and exceptional outcomes have been the catalyst for this 
success,” notes Judy. 
     “Our prime concern is the correct diagnosis of a 
patient’s hearing. All tests are carried out in a sound-proof 
environment, using the latest state-of-the-art equipment. 
Following a full assessment, our patients are then advised 
on the best course of action to manage their hearing 
problems, be it onward referral for ENT evaluation, 
surgery etc.
     “It is important to note that not everyone with hearing 
loss requires a hearing aid. Our aim is to provide the best 
personalised rehabilitation programme for all patients.” 

Audiological Services include:
• DIAGNOSTIC AUDIOLOGY INVESTIGATION
• VIDEO OTOSCOPY
• CERUMEN (WAX) MANAGEMENT
• IMPEDENCE STUDIES
• BRAINSTEM ACOUSTIC REFLEXES
• SPEECH AUDIOMETRY
• TINNITUS EVALUATION
• PRE-EMPLOYMENT/BASELINE AUDIO
• PAEDIATRIC ASSESSMENT
• OTOACOUSTIC EMMISSIONS
• HEARING AIDS
• HEARING AID ADJUSTMENT
• VISUAL RESPONSE AUDIOMETRY
• SPEECH MAPPING

• REAL EAR MEASUREMENTS
• INDUSTRIAL SCREENING

“In cases requiring further referrals, our relationships with 
ENT Consultants and other specialists make it quicker and 
easier for onward referral. We provide advice on the most 
suitable hearing aid device for a patient’s individual needs, 
with the appropriate follow-up care,” Judy points out.
     Diagnostic Audiology Services is registered with the 
Department of Social Welfare and therefore department 
grants are available for those who qualify. The company 
offers a trial period with all hearing aids fitted, and if a 
patient is not happy with the outcome a full refund is then 
given.

Diagnostic Audiology Services (Ireland) Ltd, which has built its success over the last three 
decades on a commitment to providing the best hearing aid services at its branches in 
Artane and Sandyford, is offering 10% off all new hearing aid technology to GSRMA 
members.

For further information, contact Diagnostic Audiology 
Services (Ireland) Ltd by email info@diagnosticaudiology.ie 
or visit www.diagnosticaudiology.ie

The next issue (Summer 2019) will feature the 
factors to consider before buying a hearing aid.
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OBITUARIES

BRENDAN HOULIHAN
Naas,
Co. Kildare

Birthplace: 
Pallas, Lixnaw, Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 13680H
Retired: 1994
Date of Death: 
10th August 2018

Brendan was born in Pallas, Lixnaw on 
12 November 1937; the second youngest 
of seven children to James (Jim) and 
Catherine Houlihan. A large family, they 
were very close, bonds strengthened by 
the sudden passing of Brendan’s father in 
1948, when he was just 10 yrs old.
     At the age of 19, Brendan left Kerry to 
join An Garda Síochána, commencing his 
training in the Garda Depot in the Phoenix 
Park, Dublin. During his career, he was 
promoted to Garda Sergeant and served 
in various locations across the counties of 
Carlow, Wicklow, Limerick and Kildare. 
     His final station, prior to his retirement, 
was Naas, Co. Kildare – his second posting 
to the town and where he also lived with 
his wife, Kathleen and their four children, 
Lorraine, Seamus, Ciaran and Padraig.
     Brendan took great pride and 
enjoyment from his career with An 
Garda Síochána. His calm, fair and 
compassionate approach was often 
commented on by colleagues and 
‘civilians’ alike. He retired from the force 
in 1994. What he treasured most from 
his time with An Garda Síochána were 
the many enduring friendships he made 
during his career and continued to enjoy 
throughout his retirement.
     He was also very proud that his son, 
Seamus, followed in his footsteps and 
joined An Garda Síochána, currently based 
in Dublin Castle. Seamus is the third 
generation in the family to join the force 
as Brendan’s father-in-law, David Scannell, 
was a Detective Sergeant, based in Dublin.
     Brendan was always proud of his Kerry 
roots. Although he left Kerry at 19, Kerry 
never left him and he always maintained 
a strong link with his home county, 
returning regularly to visit with friends 

and family. In recent years, his retirement 
provided additional opportunities to visit 
the ‘Kingdom’ and Kathleen and himself 
often enjoyed lengthy trips to Kerry, where 
a bundle of the Kerryman paper awaited 
him.
     Family was most important to Brendan 
and he was never happier than when 
surrounded by the whole family. As 
the years went by, he was delighted to 
welcome his son and daughters in law 
to the family. And of course, his nine 
grandchildren held a very special place 
in his heart and he took great pleasure 
in watching them grow up. The word 
most often used to describe Brendan 
was ‘gentleman’. He was also a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, brother and 
friend.
     He passed suddenly on Friday 10 
August 2018 while on a visit to Tralee, in 
his beloved Kerry. He is buried close to his 
birthplace in Kilfeighny Cemetery, Lixnaw, 
Co. Kerry and is deeply missed by his wife 
Kathleen, children, sister Norah (Condon), 
brother Patrick, grandchildren, extended 
family, many friends and neighbours.
     Brendan’s family would like to express 
their gratitude to everyone who sent 
messages, visited the family home, 
attended Mass in Naas and stood with 
them at his graveside in Lixnaw.
     In particular, Kathleen would like to 
thank the members of An Garda Síochána, 
serving and retired, who supported the 
family in their loss and to his longtime 
friends and colleagues in Naas Garda 
Station who provided the Guard of 
Honour for his funeral.

May he Rest In Peace.
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Christy was born in Co. Louth and was 
reared with his two sisters – Bid and Mary 
– by his parents Kit and Ann in Tullyallen 
near Drogheda. Before joining An Garda 
Síochána Christy qualified in the drapery 
industry, served in the FCA and was also a 
member of The Irish Red Cross.
     He joined An Garda Síochána in 
December 1960 and trained in the 
Garda Depot. He was first stationed in 
Chapelizod and then spent over thirty 
years in Store Street Garda Station. In 
his early years in Dublin Christy enjoyed 
boxing and tug of war and on occasion 
pulled for the Garda team. He was 
married to Maire and had four children, 
Joan, Chris (a serving member in the 
Bridewell), Patricia and Olivia.
     Christy worked most of his career in 
Store Street in the Traffic Department. 
Very much a People person, Christy 
enjoyed immensely serving in An Garda 
Síochaná, whether it was patrolling on 
the old Triumph motorbikes, on the beat 
on O’Connell Street or traffic duty at 
Croke Park and The Point Depot Christy 
was ready for it. But it will be for his point 

duty on O’Connell Bridge that he will be 
particularly remembered for. He did this 
for approximately 14 years right up to 
when the first traffic lights were erected 
in 1977.
     When Christy retired in 1994 he took 
up fishing and joined Actors’ Equity. He 
appeared in episodes of ‘Fair City’ and in 
films such as ‘The Toyshop’ and ‘Some 
Mother’s Son’. But sadly, illness stopped 
all of this. He struggled with long-term 
illness but as a devout family man was 
resilient and did his utmost to keep going 
for all those who cared for him.
     Christy with his relaxed and engaging 
manner was well liked and respected by 
all his friends and colleagues. Christy’s 
family would like to sincerely thank all the 
retired and serving members of the force 
who kept in touch with Christy and who 
attended the funeral. 
     A special thank you also to the 
members of the Traffic Department 
Dublin Castle and Store Street who 
provided a splendid motorbike escort.

Ar dheis De go raibh a Anam.

CHRISTOPHER (CHRISTY) 
MAGUIRE
Artane, 
Dublin

Birthplace: Tullyallen
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 14519L
Retired: June1994
Date of Death: 
11 November 2018

Our good friend, Denis Daly, (known to 
all as ‘Denny’ or ‘Din’) passed away from 
this world on 20 October 2018. Din was a 
native of Tragllillna, Skibbereen, Co. Cork, 
and so that he would always feel at home 
in the midlands he named his home in 
Tullamore ‘Tragllillna’. He was always very 
proud of his native place and Cork GAA. 
In his younger days he played football for 
the O’Donnovan Rossa Club in Cork.
     Then it was off to Dublin to join An 
Garda Síochána. His first station was 
Tuam, Co. Galway, and he settled in very 
quickly as at that stage and joined Tuam 
Stars GAA Club who at that time were 
one of the leading clubs in the country. 
     Din was the net minder and with 
the terrible twins, Stockwell and Purcell, 
leading from the front they were a 
formidable team. Din was the holder 
of numerous GAA medals including a 
Galway Senior football medal.
     He also found himself a wife in Tuam 
and Kyra was his good friend and mentor 
until his last day. Garda transfers were 
common in the 1950s and 1960s and 
like many others Din did a bit of a tour 

of the country, spending some time in 
Ballintra, Co. Donegal, Corrafin, Co. 
Galway, Portlaoise and Tullamore for his 
final years.
     Din’s great interest in life was his 
family and the members that he served 
with but I would say that a close second 
was the GAA. As a Cork team was usually 
in Croke Park for the closing stages of the 
hurling and football championships , Din’s 
search for tickets would begin in early 
August. 
     He never considered it adequate to 
have one ticket. He always wanted to 
have three or four at least so that he 
could compare them and pick out the 
one with the best view. That was why on 
the morning of an All Ireland Final and 
if you were without a ticket you would 
head for Din and he would consult his 
inside pocket and surely come up trumps. 
He also loved a game of 25 but had no 
time for bad card players. Unfortunately 
Din had spent the final years in Riada 
House Nursing Home where he was very 
well looked after.
     He is survived by his wife Kyra, 

DENIS DALY
Whitehall Estate, 
Tullamore, 
Co. Offaly 

Birthplace: Tragllillna, 
Skibbereen, Co. Cork 
Rank: Garda.
Reg. No.:10844
Retired: 1988
Date of Death: 20 October 
2018
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JAMES PAUL ROCHE
Beechpark, Kilkenny City

Birthplace: Near Killala,
Co. Mayo
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 13202
Date of Death: 
17 September 2018

During his Garda career, Paul served in 
Ballinasloe Co. Galway, Ballymacarbry Co. 
Waterford, Co. Kildare, Kiltyclogher Co. 
Leitrim, Co. Monaghan, Kilkenny City and 
Thomastown.
     Paul was predeceased by his wife Ann 
and brothers and sisters T.P, Fr Vincent, 
Mae and Kathleen. He is survived by his 
brother-in-law Richard and by nieces 
and nephews of the Cowley, O’Halloran, 
Roche, Burke and Melvin Families.
     Paul won prizes for his prowess 
in athletics while still at school at St. 
Muredach’s College, Ballina and he is 

equally remembered for his contribution 
to the Killala football team. 
     It won’t be a surprise that Paul was an 
avid follower of the fortunes of the Mayo 
team also. He is especially remembered 
for his prodigious memory and for his 
recall and fondness of poetry in both the 
Irish and English languages.
     His family is grateful to An Garda 
Síochána for their support and to his 
former colleagues who provided the 
guard of honour at his funeral.

May He Rest in Peace

daughter Mary and sons Michael, Declan 
and Brian.
     The family wish to thank all his friends 
and retired members who attended his 
funeral services and sent messages of 

sympathy. A special word of thanks to 
all the retired members who provided a 
guard of honour after his funeral Mass.

Ar Dheis De go raibh a anam Dillis.

EDWARD SHAUGHNESSY
Hollywood Park, Naas,
Co. Kildare

Birthplace: 
Newbridge, Co. Galway
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 13636M
Retired: March 1989
Date of Death: 
2 November, 2018

     

Edward was from a farming background 
and was born in Newbridge, Co. Galway, 
in 1937, the youngest in a family of 
10. He joined An Garda Síochána on 
2 October 1958 and was stationed in 
Rathfarnham and Tallaght, Co. Dublin. He 
was injured on duty while trying to break 
up a gang fight at Bushy Park, Terenure, 
on 18 June 1967 and his ankle was 
broken.
     The silver lining of that incident 
was that it led to a hospital stay at Dr 
Steeven’s Hospital, where he met his 
future wife Carmel who was a student 
nurse. They had two sons – Peter and 
Tom – and raised the family in Naas, Co. 
Kildare. After retirement Edward stayed 
fit and active.
     He was an active member of GSRMA 

Naas Branch and enjoyed a healthy 
social life with many friends and good 
neighbours. He enjoyed gardening, 
bowling, dancing and travelled with 
Carmel on numerous outings and breaks. 
He was a life-long fan of Gaelic football 
and hurling, in particular when Galway 
was playing. 
     He is sadly missed by his loving 
wife Carmel, sons Peter and Tom and 
grandson Noel. The large attendance 
at Edward’s funeral was a fitting tribute 
to this kind and much loved man and 
his family would like to thank the local 
Gardai and retired members who took 
part in the guard of honour. 

May He Rest In Peace.
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JOHN T. CASEY
Greenmount, Naas, Co. Kildare

Birthplace: Kilmaley, Co. Clare
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 09722E
Retired: 29 October 1981
Date of Death: 
14  October, 2017

John T. Casey, a native of Kilmaley, Co. 
Clare, and youngest son of Thomas and 
Mary Casey, joined An Garda Síochána in 
1945. His first posting was Leitrim from 
January 1946 to November 1948.
     His next  station was Tipperary from 
9.11.48 to 20.2.53. He spent some time 
in Howth and then to Enfield from July 
1958 to January 1962. He spent the next, 
almost 20 years, until his retirement in 
October 1981, as PSV Inspector in Naas, 
Co. Kildare. 
     John married his wife and best 
friend Mary on 24 March 1975. He is 
predeceased by his brother Joe, sisters 

Kitty and Mary and is survived by wife 
Mary, nieces and nephews. John led a 
very full life after retirement. He worked 
in J.F Dunne Insurance for twenty years.
     He loved his game of golf, and was a 
member of Naas Golf Club where he was 
captain secretary. 
     Mary would like to thank Naas Golf 
Club for preforming a guard of honour 
at the church and last but not least An 
Garda Traffic Corps headed by Michael 
Kevins who managed the traffic. John 
would have been so proud.

May He Rest in Peace

Matt Reddington, who lived in Rathmore, 
Co. Kerry since 1986, died peacefully on 
14 November 2018. 
     A native of Ballina, Co. Mayo he 
joined An Garda Síochána in 1954 and 
trained at The Garda Depot in Phoenix 
Park. 
     During his service he was stationed 
in Tralee, Rathmore, Monaghan, 
Pallasgreen, Ballyneety, William Street and 

Edward Street in Limerick, Bishopstown 
Cork and Warrant Officer at Cork 
Courthouse. 
     He was predeceased in 1992 by his 
wife Noreen, and is survived by his sons 
Padraig and Donal, daughters-in-law 
Deirdre and Mary, and grand-daughters 
Emily, Caoimhe and Laura.

May He Rest in Peace
MATT REDDINGTON
Rathmore, Co. Kerry

Birthplace: Newtown Cloghans, 
Ballina, Co. Mayo
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 11000M
Retired: September 1985
Date of Death: 
14 November, 2018

Michael J Howe, who died on 8 July 
2018, was born on 16 August 1928 
to a farming family at Ballysax, The 
Curragh, Co. Kildare. Prior to joining 
An Garda Síochána, ‘Mick’ as he was 
known to his colleagues and friends, was 
employed with the Stainless Steel factory 
in Newbridge. He played Gaelic football 
with his local club. 
     He joined An Garda Síochána in 
November 1954 and trained at The 
Garda Depot, Phoenix Park, Dublin. 
On completion of training Mick was 
stationed at Adelphi Quay Station, 
Waterford City where he performed beat 
duty mainly along the Quay, dealing with 
anti-social behaviour. 
     While stationed at Waterford, Mick 

met his wife Teresa, a Waterford native, 
and thereafter was transferred to 
Kilkenny where they reared their seven 
children. Mick’s duty in Kilkenny was 
usually on the High Street area of the 
city where he encountered anti-social 
behaviour, criminal activity and traffic 
issues which were dealt with by way of 
‘a Mick Howe caution’ which in most 
cases the culprits were unlikely to forget 
and more importantly were unlikely to 
reoffend again. 
     Mick has been described by Sean 
Keane in the Kilkenny People newspaper 
as “a colossus of a man with a heart of 
gold, a great family man and one of the 
most effective and popular Gardaí ever to 
serve in Kilkenny City”. This is a view 

MICHAEL J HOWE
Shellumsrath, Callan Road,
Kilkenny

Birthplace: Ballysax,  
The Curragh, Co. Kildare
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 10934G
Retired: August 1985
Date of Death: 8 July 2018
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MICHAEL (MICK) TIERNAN
Shannonville,
Ennis Road,
Limerick

Birthplace: Knockvicar, 
Boyle, Co. Roscommon.
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 09523M
Retired: 1975
Date of Death: 
13 October 2018

Even in casual conversation, mention 
of the name Mick Tiernan would most 
likely be accompanied by comments such 
as ‘one of nature’s gentlemen’ or other 
similar remarks. Such was the esteem 
in which he was held by colleagues and 
friends alike. 
     Mick began life in Knockvicar, Boyle, 
County Roscommon on the banks of the 
river Shannon on 22 September 1924. He 
was the eldest of four children born to 
farmers John and Kathleen Tiernan. He 
had a younger brother and two sisters. 
On completing his education he was 
employed in local forestry at the nearby 
Rockingham Estate.
     Aged 20, Mick joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1944 and on completing 
his training at the Depot in the Phoenix 
Park, he was posted to Quilty, Co. Clare 
in 1945. While there he met Margaret 
Danaher from Lisdoonvarna. They were 
married on 8 September 1948. They had 
three children, Marie who passed away in 
1985, Michael (Mick) and Pat. 
     Mick’s next move was to Sixmilebridge 
in 1950 and from there to William Street, 
Limerick in 1953. He was promoted 

Sergeant in 1958 and moved to Westport, 
Co. Mayo where he would enjoy the next 
14 years. He returned to Edward Street, 
Limerick in 1972 where he remained until 
he retired in 1975. His wife Margaret sadly 
passed away on 8 December 2008.
     Throughout his long retirement Mick 
was blessed with very good health until he 
sustained a fractured hip in a fall that left 
him incapacitated in his final two years. 
He passed away peacefully at home in his 
ninety-third year in the loving care of his 
family.
     In retirement Mick loved the outdoors 
enjoying fishing, boating, shooting, 
gardening, the GAA. He loved all aspects 
of Irish Culture. Irish music was a particular 
favourite of his. The family would like to 
express their appreciation to his Carers 
and the staff at University Hospital 
Limerick. They would also like to thank his 
former Garda colleagues, members of the 
GSRMA, neighbours, and friends for their 
kindness and expressions of sympathy over 
a difficult period. 

May He Rest In Peace.

shared by his colleagues and friends. 
     Following retirement in August 1985, 
Mick set up a successful taxi business. 
He never refused a fare no matter how 
late or awkward it seemed and never left 
anybody waiting. His claim to fame was 
that he was never refused payment by 
customers – one wonders why?
     Mick spent his final months in the care 
of Anne and the staff at Drakelands House 
Nursing Home where despite his illness 
he was always in good spirits and greeted 
visitors with a hearty laugh and above all a 
firm handshake. 
     He was predeceased by his loving wife 

Teresa and leaves behind his children Liam, 
Paul, Anne, Derek, Michelle, Gráinne and 
Gemma, his brother Jim, sister Bridge, 
sons in law, daughters in law, grand 
children, great grandchild, extended 
family, neighbours and friends.
     Mick’s family wish to thank all his 
colleagues both serving and retired and 
friends who attended his funeral, sent 
letters of sympathy and Mass cards. A 
special word of thanks to the retired 
members who provided one of the largest 
Guard of Honour seen in recent times.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis
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Peter Mulvee was the youngest of 11 
children (six boys and five girls) born 
in 1929 to Pat and Mary Mulvee, 
Doranstown, Ballygar, Co. Galway. He 
was educated at Ballaghlea National 
School. On leaving school he went to 
“serve his time” (an apprenticeship) with 
a local joiner/carpenter, Brian Brannelly of 
Kilmore, Ballygar. Peter had a great flair 
for woodwork and when qualified he 
continued to work with Brian leading to a 
lifelong friendship.
     When the 1954 Garda recruiting 
campaign was announced Peter had not 
considered the Gardaí as a career. Shortly 
afterwards while cycling home from 
Sunday Mass in Ballygar, with Pat Heavey, 
a retired Royal Irish Constable (RIC), from 
Hermitage, the two men discussed this 
campaign. 
     Pat said “you’re a fine man – you 
would make a great Guard”. This 
comment was the inspiration for Peter in 
deciding to apply for the Gardaí. He did 
the entrance examination, was successful 
and joined the force on 12 May 1955.
     On completion of recruit training at 
the Garda Depot Phoenix Park, Dublin, 
Peter was assigned to McCurtain Street 
Station, Cork City on 10 October 1955. 
He subsequently served in Mallow Road 
Station and returned to McCurtain 
Street on 29 October 1965, where he 
served until his retirement day on 16 
July 1986. His service was categorised as 

EXEMPLARY. 
     In September 1965, Peter married 
Eleanor Barry, from Skibbereen, Co. Cork. 
They resided in Cork City and raised a 
family of six children – Mary, Una, Pat, 
Aine, Mairead and Eamonn. Peter and 
Eleanor had seven grandchildren.
     Peter was an avid follower of Galway 
football, as two of his neighbours, Mick 
Grealy and “The Great” Mattie McDonagh 
were on the Galway team that won the All 
Ireland Football final in 1956.
     Peter was a frequent visitor to his home 
place and each year he returned for the 
annual carnival in Ballygar. That carnival 
(dancing in a marquee and amusements 
on the town square) started in 1945, and 
is still a very important event in the social 
calendar to the present day. 
     Peter, in turn, was the inspiration for 
his nephew, Pat Killalea, to join the Force 
in 1966. Pat served as District Officer in 
Cobh, Co. Cork, from 1991 to 1993, 
and was a frequent visitor to Peter and 
his family. During these visits they often 
reminisced about their life and times in 
Ballygar area.
     As Peter always had a special affinity 
with his home place, his final journey 
was back to his beloved Ballygar where 
he was laid to rest beside his parents and 
brothers, at Killyan Cemetery on 9 January, 
2018.

May He Rest in Peace.

PETER MULVEE
Ashgrove Drive,
Ballyvolane,
Cork City.

Birthplace: Ballygar, Galway.
Rank: Garda 
Reg. No.: 12783C
Retired: 16th July 1986
Date of Death: 
6th January 2018.

PJ O’CONNOR
Mountain View,  
Dundalk, Co. Louth.

Birthplace: Kilkenny
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 10688G
Retired: 1984
Date of Death:
6 January 2018

‘PJ’, as he was known to all, served in 
Pearse Street, Celbridge, Lucan, Shevry, 
Co. Tipperary, Borrisoleigh, Hackballs 
Cross and Dundalk from there he retired 
in 1984.
     Even though PJ was born in Kilkenny 
he always considered himself to be a 
proud Cork man at heart where he spent 
all his early years in the city. 
     He attended North Monastery Primary 
and Secondary schools. He was a keen 
GAA follower of Cork hurling and football 
with other interests in the violin, general 

knowledge, bible reading, travelling 
and proverbs. He was also a peace 
commissioner. 
     He will be missed by his wife Monica, 
sons Brian, Patrick, Gerard, Barry and 
daughter Catherine, sister, sons-in-law, 
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, relatives 
and friends. Monica and family thank 
all who attended PJ’s funeral and sent 
messages of sympathy. 

May He Rest in Peace
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Thomas Curran, died on 18 November 
2018 at Cavan General Hospital after a 
brief illness. He was predeceased by his wife 
Grainne and son Tony and is survived by his 
two daughters, Jean and Sharon, son-in- 
law Gerard, daughter-in- law Miriam, nine 
grandchildren and two sisters Ava and Ann.
     Tom was originally from Co. Mayo and 
remained an avid Mayo football supporter 
all his life travelling to matches far and 
wide sometimes in the company of county 
colleagues living in Monaghan, returning 
mostly disappointed!
He retired as chief superintendent of the 
Cavan/Monaghan division in 1994, after 
36 years service and immediately joined 
the local branch of Monaghan GSRMA. 
He regularly attended functions of retiring 
colleagues. 
     Tom, one could say, returned to his roots 
after he successfully took up farming which 
he enjoyed up to the time of his illness.  
Serving and retired gardai provided a guard 
of honour both on the arrival of his remains 
at Monaghan cathedral on Monday 19 
November and again the following day, 20 
November 2018, as his remains were taken 
to its final resting place.
      A large turn-out of serving and retired 
colleagues, farming colleagues, and 
members of the public attended the funeral 
and the Curran family expresses their 
thanks and appreciation to Garda Síochána, 
(serving and retired) for their support in 
escorting the remains from Cavan and for 
participation in the guards of honour. 

May He Rest in Peace.

Sharon, Tom’s daughter, in her funeral 
eulogy spoke of the values her dad brought 
to the Gardaí; of honesty and integrity 
which were a reflection of his character and 
of his commitment to public service and to 
Ireland and how he hugely appreciated the 
support received from Garda colleagues 
after his son Tony and wife Grainne passed 
away. 
     Concluding, she said:”Loving a good 
joke, his humour was never mean-spirited, 
nor did he ever treat anyone with anything 
other than with respect and kindness and 
was proud to be a member of the Garda 
Síochána for 36 years fulfilling every 
obligation he ever undertook”.  Her father 
would be sadly missed by family, extended 

family, and friends.”

Supt Noël Cunningham, the local district 
officer, on behalf of the Gardaí, in his 
eulogy which is quoted in full said: “I am 
honoured to have been asked to say a few 
words on this sad occasion of the passing 
of retired Chief Supt Tom Curran. Tom 
was Superintendent in Monaghan when 
I arrived in 1981. There are many here 
who worked longer with Tom and who 
knew him better, so I hope my few words 
accurately reflect your thoughts here today. 
Thomas Curran 13432E, was attested to 
An Garda Síochána in 1958, and served in 
Sligo, Kilmihil, Co. Clare, Kiltyclogher, Co. 
Leitrim and back to Sligo.
     “Before coming to Monaghan in 1973 
where he served until his retirement 
in 1994 he served here as Inspector, 
Superintendent, Detective Superintendent 
and Chief Superintendent. Tom was a 
strong man who policed through difficult 
times. He was direct but fair. If Tom called 
you aside, you were left under no illusion as 
to what he was thinking. However, if you 
acted properly Tom used the same energy 
and vigour to defend you. A consummate 
policeman he accepted nothing less than 
total commitment from those around him.
     “Out from his family Tom’s second love 
was farming. It was while listening to him 
it was easy to understand how he mixed so 
well with the people of Monaghan, his wry 
smile and quick wit endeared him to those 
he met. Soon after his retirement I met him 
and Grainne dosing sheep in Ardaghy. The 
sweat running down his face and his big 
broad smile summed him up. 
     “A man content and happy in his 
retirement. Some years later I would stand 
with him again in Ardaghy but this time in 
Miriam’s kitchen on the death of his son, 
Tony. Tom, a man of his time, his strong 
character shone through but underneath 
you could see he was heart broken.
     “In this time of tribunals, I think it is 
fitting to leave the last words to Judge 
Peter Smithwick, whom, at the Smithwick 
Tribunal said of Tom “Tom Curran retired as 
a senior officer of An Garda Síochána and 
he struck me as an officer of the utmost 
integrity” As a policeman one cannot ask 
for anything more. Ar dheis de go raibh a 
anam.”

THOMAS CURRAN
Mullancloy, Smithboro, 
Monaghan.

Birthplace: 
Mayo.June 1934
Rank: 
Chief superintendent
Reg. No.: 13432E
Retired: 1994
Date of Death: 
18 November 2018
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• GARDA COLLEGE CELEBRATES ITS FIRST BIRTHDAY IN 1982.
Photo courtesy of Daniel O’Sullivan, Tralee Branch.

• PORTLAOISE GARDA STATION 1970

• PHOTO TAKEN AT SDU, HARCOURT SQUARE ON 29 AUGUST 
1986

Pictured (l-r): Mick Leydon, Ambrose ‘Ambie’ Kirwan (RIP), Des Collins, Martin 
Hickey, Liam Hurley, Sylvester ‘Sil’ Pigeon (RIP) 

• GARDA DEPOT REFRESHMENT 
CANTEEN (7 JUNE 1995)

The painting on the back wall in the photo is 
entitled ‘9 Pints of the Law’ with Dominic Power, 
Canteen Manager, making his own ‘pint for many 
years!
Photos courtesy of Eugene Healy

• WHITEHALL STATION 1970
Pictured (l-r): Frank Reynolds, Frank Falvey, Mick Fox, Maurice Connor, Vincent 
Burke, Dan Walsh, Joe Dowling, Hugh Caulfield, Paddy Morrisey, Dave 
Crimmins, Joe Devane, TC Whelan, Ned Stapleton, Declan McCluskey and 
John Canny. 

• CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE PLACE OR 
PEOPLE IN THE PARADE PHOTO?

Photos courtesy of Larry Duffy (16887D)

Photograph was taken outside Portlaoise Garda 
Station in the early 1970s. Pictured (l-r): PJ 
Prendergast, T/C; Adrian McNamara, Pat Kelliher 
(RIP), Sgt Jim Arthurs (Mountrath), Tom Harte 
(retired), Inspector Gerry O’Connell (then I/C of 
Portlaoise and now retired).
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• IDENTIFICATION OF 1986 GARDA DEPOT SOCCER 
TEAM MEMBERS

The ‘unknown’ soccer players from the Garda Depot soccer team in 
1986 have been identified from this photo (published in Winter 2018 
issue), which was taken at Coldcut, Ballyfermot in 1986 and the Depot 
had been narrowly defeated 1-0 by ‘A’ District:
Back Row (l-r): Rory Durrad, Larry Coady, Des Treacy, Joe Corrigan, 
Alan Flood, Colm O’Callaghan, and John Flood. Front Row (l-r): Tosh 
Lavery, Jim Marshall, Willie Keenan (RIP), Pat Kavanagh, Gus Keating 
and Noel Kennedy.
Photo courtesy of Tony O’Connor, Kildare North Branch.
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• CAN YOU IDENTIFY LOCATION AND 
PEOPLE IN STATION PHOTOGRAPHS?

Two photos of a station party location and names 
unknown, which may be somewhere in the west of 
Ireland and it may have a Galway connection as an 
elderly relative had them in her possession, but sadly 
that person died before they were discovered. Perhaps 
one of our readers may be able to put a name or names 
to those members, writes Jack Lynch, Athlone Branch.

• PHOENIX PARK DEPOT SQUADRON GROUP 1958
Front Row (l-r): Brendan Dunleavy, Joe Ryan, Insp. Barrett, Tom Kennox, 
Gerry Donovan and Paddy Corcoran. Back Row (l-r): Martin Costello, 
Pat Connelly, Demot McCormick, Dan O’Leary, Tony Rush. 

• LIMERICK GARDA DIVISION TEAM 
REUNION (1994)

In 1979 Limerick Garda Division won the Munster and 
All-Ireland Inter Divisional Hurling Title. This photograph 
was taken in 1994 at a team reunion.
Back Row (l-r): Jim Browne, Tom Fox, Stephen O 
Carroll,Joe Walsh, Kevin Donoghue,Pat Minehan,Ray 
Dowling and,Jim Mulligan. Middle Row (l-r): Michael 
Marrinan,Dan Brislane, Tom Griffen, JB O Connor, 
Jim O’Sullivan (RIP), Tom Kenny, Gerry Doherty, 
Martin Cashen and Noel Casey. Front Row (l-r): Gerry 
McNamara, Brendan Slattery, Mark Nash, Ex-Chief Supt 
Michael Fitzgerald, Mossie Walsh, Pat Vaughan and Pat 
Begley. Inset Jim Downey (RIP)
Photo courtesy of Gerry McNamara, Limerick Branch
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ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• GARDA DRESS DANCE 
1927

Commissioner Owen O’Duffy 
pictured (centre front row) with 
his wife. Garda Jim Hayden, fourth 
from left in second row; Sgt 
Michael O’Connor, last on the right 
(standing) back row. 

Photo courtesy of Mick Dalton, 
Offaly Branch

• GARDA DINNER DANCE IN THE  
MID-1960S

Front Row (l-r): Dr  Reeves, Supt Goulding, 
Rev. Fr Gillooley, Supt H. Barr, H. Egan and Dr 
Vaughan,
Back Row (l-r): Garda. P. Leonard, Sgt M. 
O’Connor, Sgt D. Finn, Garda L. Lavin, Sgt M. 
Loftus, Sgt W. Garvey, Sgt A. Brennan and Garda 
J. Kirwan. 

Photo courtesy of Mick Dalton, Offaly Branch

• LAOIS/OFFALY FOOTBALL TEAM IN THE MID-1960S
Front Row (l-r): T. Hanan, J. Fahey, D. Daly, D. Dunne, T. Brown, F. McNamara, N. Cumiskey, V. Moran, G. Gavin, P. O’Neill.
Back Row (l-r): P. Prendergast, E. Giles, M. Manley, T. Fox, D. Prendergast, C. Dwyer, Unknown, G. Cambell, J. Donlon, M. Gillespie, 
M. Donovan. In the middle standing is B. Blackwell, one-time Garda boxing champion.
Photo courtesy of Mick Dalton, Offaly Branch
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• GARDA INSPECTION TEAM (1962-1963)
The man in the middle was Mark Naughton’s grandfather, 
John Burke (b. 1899 d. 1986). John was stationed in a 
number of places and lived in Portumna. He retired in 
1962/63. (Photo courtesy of Mark Naughton)

• SOME MEMBERS OF THE NOVEMBER 1962 CLASS 
TAKING PART IN A GUARD OF HONOUR FOR THE THEN 
MINISTER FOR JUSTICE CHARLES HAUGHEY TD

The photograph was taken on 28 January 1963 at the official opening 
of C.A. Parsons of Ireland Ltd, a factory located at Dublin Road, Howth, 
Dublin. Photo courtesy of Frank Hobbs [15096G], seventh Garda from 
the left.

• A GROUP OF PSV INSPECTORS ON A COURSE FOR AIR BRAKES AT CIE DEPOT IN BROADSTONE IN 1976: 
Pictured (l-r): Gerry Leen , John Riordan , TJ Sullivan R.I.P , Brendan Gilleece R.I.P. , Bill Corcoran , Joe Maher , PJ Fallon (RIP), John 
Fitzpatrick , Mick O’Brien , Tutor , Jim Fennelly , Barry McCarthy , Tom O’Neill R.I.P. , Rick Brogan (RIP), Tutor. 
Photo courtesy of Joe Maher, Castlebar Branch, former PSV Inspector for Mayo Division (1984-2004).
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• JUNE 1977 (CLASS 2) FROM 
TEMPLEMORE 

Back Row (l-r): John Duffy, Gerry Foley, Tom 
O’Connell, Donal McCarthy, Kieran Doherty,
Richard Lyons, Declan Farrell, Tadhg O’Halloran 
and Justin McCarthy.
Middle Row (l-r): Ray Murray, John O’Connor, 
Pat Killeen, Gerry O’Connor, Eddie Hyland, 
Michael O’Grady, Jim Fitzpatrick and Pat 
Marron
Front Row (l-r): Sean Donovan, Brendan Kilboy, 
Seamus Deasy, Sgt Pat Rogan, Sgt Liam Wall, 
Michael Feehan, Peter Caffrey and Pat Murphy.
Photo courtesy of Pat Killeen, Cork City Branch

• CORK CITY DIVISION SOCCER TEAM (25 NOVEMBER 
1989)

Back Row (l-r): Fergus O’Donnell, Mick Comyns, Eamon Carty, Michael 
Hayden and Tom Hayes. Front Row (l-r): John Long, Donal Bernie, Rory 
Dwyer, Stephen Roe, Pat Daly and Pat Killeen.
Photo courtesy of Pat Killeen, Cork City Branch

• A GROUP OF MEMBERS AT THE DRIVING 
SCHOOL IN TEMPLEMORE GARDA COLLEGE 
ON A STANDARD DRIVING COURSE IN 
MARCH 1965.

Pictured (l-r): John Flynn, J. Maher, Frank Gilton, Frank 
Madden, Pat Walsh, Michael Leahy, B. Lynch, T. Power, 
Dan Harrington, John Buckley, Eugene Hughes, Michael 
Quinn, Walter McEveley and Leo Bermingham.
Photo courtesy of Leo Bermingham (ex D/Garda 14527M)

• MEMBERS AT FIREARMS TRAINING AT 
KILBRIDE (4 MAY 1988)

Back Row (l-r): John Bruton, unknown, Enda McCabe, 
PJ Harding (Instructor), PJ McHugh and Pat Henderson 
(RIP).
Front Row (l-r): Sean Healy, Moses Walsh (Instructor) 
(RIP) and Vinnie Trench.
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Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

SPRING CROSSWORD

Branch:

CROSSWORD
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6 7

16
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Please send your 
completed entries to 
‘Spring 2018 Competition’, 
SIOCHAIN, Ocean 
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 
2, to arrive no later than 
Friday 3 May 2019.

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!
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• ACROSS

1 Originally Italian food often eaten with Bolognaise sauce. 
(9)
6 The first man ever. (4)
11 What diabetics lack. (7)
12 Was sick with some condition. (5)
13 Single pieces used to measure items like electricity. (5)
14 Is this what keeps your drawers up? At a stretch, yes! 
(7)
16 Is it fun to cook on in an Irish kitchen? (3)
17 This is rubbish! Nonsense! (7)
19 Is this how the match ended? (6)
20 Short jacket from Spain or a dance. (6)
26 One of two continents, having a north and a south. (7)
28 Spoil or ruin. (3)
29 Fixes in a new boiler, cooker, fridge or the like. (7)
31 Grooming instrument that can be cut-throat, safety, or 
electric. (5)
32 Cut of lamb or mutton. (5)
33 Thin cigar. (7)
35 Worn by an Orangeman on 12 July parade. (4)
36 Made stronger so as to help to withstand attack. (9)

• DOWN

2 The same as 1 Across and other products like it. (5)
3 Get on well together, like the new Brylcreem? (3)
4 Guards in the harems of old? (7)
5 The cash yields of a day’s trading or door receipts at an 
event. (7)
7 Very, very pleased indeed. (9)
8 Chaste in dress, habits and behaviour. (6)
9 It’s bitter and goes well with salt at the Fish and Chip 
shop. (7)
10 Southern port city in Iraq. Anagram of ‘arabs’. (5)
15 What arable farmers do to soil will let them put money 
into it. (4)
18 Green plant edible as tips or sometimes spears. (9)
21 A classic race for fillies only – in the forest? (4)
22 A medical condition where one is carrying far too much 
weight. (7)
23 Popular brand of Italian vermouth. (7)
24 Barber’s work. (7)
25 Pictorial representations. (6)
27 The third planet from the sun. (5)
30 Make up for one’s sins and transgressions. (5)
34 One of Santa’s little helpers. (3)
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Solution to Crossword in Winter 2018

Sudoku
 6 5   4 9   
   3     5 
   9     4 

7     8    
8 5    7 1   
  4      7 
  8  1 6   3 
     3 5   

1  9    8   
 

Congratulations to 
John F. Morgan, Drumree, Co. Meath.

Winner of the Winter 2018 Crossword
€100 Cheque is in the post!
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KEVIN STREET RECEIVES SPECIAL DMP PLAQUE

Supt John Gordon from Kevin Street Garda Station is 
presented by Pat McCarthy (Mullingar Branch) President 
of the HARP Society, with a plaque containing the names 
of DMP members who were killed on duty between 
1836 and 1925. (Photo courtesy of Jim Herlihy)

MAYO MAN GRADUATES FROM GARDA COLLEGE

Noel McLoughlin from Convent Hill in Ballina, Co. Mayo 
pictured after graduating from Garda College on 30 
November 2018 with his father Kevin and his uncle Val 
McLoughlin (GSRMA Member).

BALLINA TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE CLEANS UP!

Ballina Tidy Towns Committee takes part in the National 
Tidy Towns Competition every year and registered their 
first achievement in 2015 when they were awarded a 
bronze medal and a certificate together with a cash 
prize of €400. 
     The committee repeated this achievement for the 
next three years and as a result qualified in 2018 to 
take part in Ireland’s Best Kept Large Town Competition 
for the first time. The competition, which has been 
running since 1995, is adjudicated by the Northern 
Ireland Amenity Council and the National Tidy Towns 
Competition for the 32 counties. 
     The aim is to raise the profile of both the National 
Tidy Towns Competition and Northern Ireland ‘Best 
Kept’ Towns Competition, and in so doing to improve 
the standard of towns and villages across the entire 32 
counties of Ireland.
     Ballina fought off stiff opposition in the Large Town 
Category to reach the last three finalists together with 
Armagh and Monaghan Town. At the final of this 
competition on the 26 June 2018 at Belfast’s Harbour 
Commissioner’s Office on Corporation Square, Ballina 
was chosen as the Best Kept Large Town within the 
entire 32 counties of Ireland for 2018!

On 29 November 2018 Ballina Municipal District Office, 
in association with Mayo County Council, hosted a civic 
reception at Ballina Civic Offices to mark Ballina Tidy Towns 
Committee’s achievements in gaining national recognition 
on being named ‘Ireland’s Best Kept Large Town 2018’ 
throughout the 32 counties. Jim Friel (right) is pictured 
accepting the Winner’s Certificate together with a cash 
prize of €2,500 to bring back to Ballina, Co. Mayo.

112  Síocháin 



WEST CORK GOLFERS IN MACROOM (1966) 

IN THE FRAME
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West Cork Golfers pictured during an outing in 
Macroom in 1966:
Back Row (l-r): M. Mulchrone, D.J. Crowley, P. 
Quinn, N. O Connor, B. Diggin, J. O Brien and 
B. Bulger.
Middle Row (l-r): Club Official, J. Morris, S. 
Clancy, T. Sheehan, P. McKenna, J. Tiernan, 
A.N. Other, and T.W. Barrett
Front Row (l-r): S. Farrelly, M. Hussey, Mrs 
Carty, F. Keaney, Chief Supt J. Collins (reg. 
No. 2226, Scott Medal Winner, Gold, 1940, 
Silver, 1941) J. Carty, Mrs Collins, M.P. Byrne 
and S. Gill. (Photo courtesy of Pat Quinn, Dun 
Laoghaire Branch)

PORTLAOISE PRE-CHRISTMAS GOLF COMPETITION

John Hopkins was the 
outright winner of the 
Portlaoise Pre-Christmas 
Golf Competition, but 
everyone went home with 
something! Pictured (l-r): 
J. Egan, M. Dalton, M. 
Gillespie, John Hopkins, 
W. O’Grady, J. Keane and 
G. Hester. (Photo courtesy 
of Mick Dalton)

APRIL 1966 CLASS REUNION 
Members pictured at a reunion for the Class of April 1966 at the Tullamore Court Hotel on 14 November 2018.
6. April 1966 Class.
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CURRAGH CHESS CHAMP HAS 
ALL THE RIGHT MOVES!
A presentation was made to 
Michael O’Connell, winner 
of Curragh Chess Club 
Championship 2017-18 by Derek 
Stacey, Chairman of Curragh 
Chess Club.

ROUND OF A PAWS FOR JOHN KELLY (GARDA DOG UNIT)
John Kelly, who joined An Garda Síochána on 13 November 1953 and 
transferred to Irishtown, was one of the first four members of the Garda 
Dog Unit in 1960 with Michael Hayden (RIP), Brendan Maher (RIP) and 
Patrick Slevin. 
     John was trained in Birmingham in September 1960, and was 
transferred to Crumlin in 1960. He served in the Dog Unit for ten years 
until 1970. He retired on 11 December 1983. John’s son is a police 
officer with Orlando Police Department in the USA.

John Kelly pictured relaxing at home these days with his dog ‘Penny’.

A young Garda John Kelly with his canine 
pal ‘Baron’ by his side.

John and ‘Baron’ get to grips with Dr 
Noel Brown TD during the protest march 
in October 1962.

     One of John’s best memories is of a civil case against the State by 
Dr Noel Brown TD, who alleged he had been attacked by a police dog 
during a protest march to the American Embassy in October 1962. 
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LAOIS GSRMA MEMBERS’ GOLFING ACHIEVEMENTS

Captain of the Heath Golf Club Liam Delaney 2018 presents 
the President’s Flag to President Kevin Woulfe. Both Liam 
and Kevin are Laois GSRMA members.

Laois GSRMA members Martin Cashen (winner of 
October 2018 Singles) and Captain Liam Delaney at The 
Heath Golf Club

Pictured at The Heath Golf Club Dads’ Army Christmas Lunch 2018

Paul Heffernan Kevin Woulfe and Liam Delaney. Ben Thornton and Bill Gibbons.

PORTLAOISE MEMBER JOE SHEEHAN’S SON ROBERT IS A STAR

GSRMA Portlaoise Branch member Joe Sheehan 
and his wife Maria can be justifiably proud of their 
film-star son Robert, who is pictured here with 
mum and dad.

Robert Sheehan’s current blockbuster film ‘Mortal Engines’ is based 
on the first instalment of Philip Reeve’s four-novel YA series, and 
is set several centuries in the future, after a calamitous war has 
turned the planet into a barren wasteland.
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Paddy pictured after winning the Tom Langan Memorial Cup, presented by 
the Garda GAA Club since 1985 to the winner of Garda Championships 
Senior Singles 60x30, which he won eight times from 2004 to 2016. 
    He also won the Doubles’ title five times and Garda 40x20 Senior Singles’ 
title five times. He played three times in the World Police and Fire Games, 
Quebec 2005, winning the Open Doubles’ and Masters’ Singles’ titles. 
    He retained these titles at the World Police and Fire Games in New York 
in 2011. In 2006 he won US Open Masters’ Singles + 40in California. In the 
World Handball Championships 2012 (45+) he was part of the Doubles’ 
Runner-Up. In 2015 at World Handball Championships he reached the final 
of 45+ Doubles and Men’s B Doubles, but had to withdraw from both final 
through injury.
    In 2018 he won Leinster 40+ one wall singles and was beaten in All 
Ireland final. He also won Irish Nationals 50+ one wall singles. During the 
World Handball Championships in Minneapolis, Minnesota USA, Paddy 
Donovan won men’s 50+ 40x20 singles and was narrowly beaten in the 
men’s 50+ one wall singles final.

Paddy Donovan (right) pictured with Limerick’s handballers 
including World Ladies Open Champion Martina McMahon. 
Paddy has been promoting handball in Laois for the past 30 
years, and is the founder member of the Ballacolla One Wall 
Handball Club. Playing for Laois, Paddy has won All-Ireland 
Finals in 60x30, 40x20, one wall and hard wall, and has 
represented handball on Laois GAA County Board, Leinster 
Handball Board and at GAA National Congress.

Paddy Donovan proudly stands 
over the medal of honours he has 
won over the years.

Kerry’s Dominic Lynch plays ‘hardball’ with Paddy Donovan during the ‘One Wall 
40+ All-Ireland Final’ in 2018!

PADDY DONOVAN – WORLD HANDBALL CHAMPION

Laois Branch member Paddy Donovan, a native of Hospital in Co. 
Limerick, has played handball since the age of seven, winning the 
Limerick Community Games (Under 11) that same year. He went on to 
win the Juvenile All Ireland Championships (Under 13 and 16) in the 
Community Games, in addition to All Ireland Finals (Under 13 and 15) 
and Féile na nGael Division One Final (Under 14). He also represented 
Hospital Handball Club, Co. Limerick.
  Paddy pictured with his father and coach Michael Donovan at the All 
Ireland Juvenile Final 1977 at the Hill 16 entrance to Croke Park.
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 

6 

   
06 0

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES 

 
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity 
was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present 
title. 
The objectives of the Association are 
 

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members; 

(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose 

 

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, 
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations. 
 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations). 

b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 

c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com). 

d) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Tax Consultant. 

e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Job Consultant. 

f) Access to Association members’ deals.          

g) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members. 

h) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws  

i) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws. 

j) Web Users Draw each quarter. 

k) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times. 

l) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events 

m) Participation in all social events including holiday outings, coffee mornings, etc. 

n) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level 

o) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members  

p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products  

q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement. 

 
WHO MAY JOIN: 
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions. 
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.  
 
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
 
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association  
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street 
Dublin 8        
Tel:     (01) 4781525 
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com 
Website: www.gardaretired.com      GSRMA House follow us on 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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The time of this invention was in the early spring and 
as good luck would have it she was laying seven eggs 

a week. The circumstances of this miracle (you could call 
it nothing less) were that a group of us (all teenage boys) 
were sitting around a good blazing turf fire in the living 
room of an old-fashioned country house. 
     This was a renowned house for card playing, but no 
cards were being played on this night. The man of the 
house was forced by the dent of poverty to immigrate 
across the sea to England to seek work. 
     In deference to the householder and his family all his 
old mates had curtailed their card playing by a few weeks. 
Hence his wife was all alone with this crowd of young 
boys. She was interested in hearing all the local news.
     The lady of the house never in all her life took a hand 
of cards in her hand. There was a lull in the conversation 
and my friend reached up to the mantle and he took 
down the pack of cards that was there in beside the tea 
canister. 
     Paddy Joe dealt out a few hands of cards not singly as 
in poker, but two cards all around and then three cards. 
This was the way cards were distributed in the old game 
of twenty five. The lady of the house sat up and she 
began to take notice.
     As the man said a nod is as good as a wink, and 
so Paddy Joe gave out hands of cards to three or four 
of those nearest to him. This game went on with full 
approval. It was at this time that Paddy Joe introduced his 
goose.

GOOSE LAYS DOWN THE LAW
A half a crown a man amongst the eight of us in single 
hand game and the first six games up got the goose. 
All of us could just about read the cards, but as regards 
skill we had very little. There was just one old timer 
amongst us, and he would hardly be allowed to sit close 
to a proper card player. He paid his half crown and was 
admitted to our game. This old timer John Martin was his 
name hardly got a trick in any of the games. As bad as we 

GOOSE PLAYS HER 
CARDS RIGHT!

Joe Coen, Roscommon Branch, looks back 
nostalgically at one night long ago when his 
friend Paddy Joe told him about inventing 
a goose that was as white as the snow and 
tall and graceful like a swan. 



were he was even less skilled.
     A few times there was real danger of a breach of 
the peace, but the land lady asserted her authority 
and so peace was restored. Sometimes when the cards 
were being distributed Paddy Joe would intervene to 
boost the merits of the goose. She still laid an egg every 
day including Sundays and bank holidays. On another 
occasion he mentioned how this great goose would go 
down to the far field to bring up the cows to be tied in 
for the night.
     Perhaps the most spectacular feat performed by the 
goose was the night that the fox broke into the hen-
house. When the fox drew close to the hen house the 
goose flew on to the chimney of the dwelling house and 
began to call the household in its own distinctive style.  
On hearing this alarming sound the dog went wild and 
the whole household was alerted in time for the dog to 
rescue a hen that had been captured by the fox.
     There was no luck in all this talk of the goose. Since 
each of us had won the goose at least once, we may have 
taken our eye off the ball so to speak and John Martin 
slipped out a winner, probably the first time he had ever 
won anything at least at card playing.
     Just as we all expected John Martin, after consultation 
with his wife, decided to go to Paddy Joe’s place to collect 
his winnings. At about 11am one morning John Martin 
was sited pedalling along on his bicycle with a large 
cardboard box secured on the carrier. He had copious lines 
of white string tying on the box. 

     It was observed by one man who met him on the 
road that he did not intend that his prize would escape 
or suffocate, for he had small holes bored on the box to 
ensure an adequate supply of air.

INVENTING TWO GEESE!
In the days before communications were as sophisticated 
as they are today, somehow Paddy Joe got wind that John 
Martin was approaching. On the highest point of his land 
Paddy Joe was standing looking skywards towards the 
east.
     He continued standing still and did not show any sign 
that he had perceived the approach of John Martin. When 
the latter spoke, Paddy Joe wiped the tears away with the 
sleeve of his jacket, and then he turned sadly looking at 
his visitor.
     “She has gone out of sight and I think that by the way 
she looked at me she will not be back.” John Martin took 
his disappointment as a brave man might and he actually 
sympathised with Paddy Joe on his loss.
For at least a few weeks Paddy Joe was depressed, and 
he used to tell us how he often looked up towards the 
northern sky in the hope that he might even get one 
glimpse of his favourite goose. 
     As the summer advanced Paddy Joe cheered up, and 
soon he was planning that next year he might invent 
another goose. One night when we were alone, he told 
me that he was toying with the notion that he might 
invent two geese.

This is my body which I have given up for you” Fr 
Kevin spoke, facing me from the near step of the 

altar, staring into my eyes. It was Holy Saturday evening 
in the very rural St Colman’s Church in Listry, on the 
western fringes of east Kerry.
     Earlier the snow had glistened on nearby 
Carrauntoohil, barely fore  stalling the oncoming 
night, but the church was cosy and filled with light. 
Immediately, it was black dark. The congregation 
shuffled, but Father Kevin spoke reassuringly from the 
entrance.
     “We are celebrating Lumen Christi: The light of 
Christ’s coming into the world’. Deacon Conor holding 
aloft a huge lighted candle and flanked by two red-
headed young girls moved to  ward the altar and placed 
the candle on the stand.
     Facing us Kevin continued: ‘To bring the light into this 
congregation and our individual hearts we will be lighting 
your individual candles which are available on your seats’.

     I transferred the flame of my candle to my neighbour, 
when suddenly my candle flickered and died. My 
immediate thought was of the fickleness of life, and 
how someone once described it being snuffed out like a 
candle.
     As if ministering to my meditation, I got a second 
chance from a child near me. As my candle light speared 
heavenwards, it was joined by a church-full of flickers 
arrowing to the ceiling.
     Later, as Father Kevin raised the Host, it rekindled 
memories of my diagnosis with Chronic Kidney Disease 
during which my lifespan was sustained for over five 
years by Denise and her Mater Hospital Renal staff.
     Then, at 2am on 22 December 2017 the darkness in 
my life flickered with a sliver of light from my mobile, 
and the hushed urgent voice had me rushing to the 
transplant unit of Beaumont Hospital where the skilled 
surgeon took my life in his hands. An unknown person 
had donated a kidney so that I might live.

A LIFE-SAVING ACT OF KINDNESS
BY TIM DOYLE, DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH
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Sweet Rosalee
By Pat Moloney, West Cork Branch

Though years have passed
Since last we met,
That sweet, sweet smile I 
Could never forget, 
Though golden hair now
Blend with grey,
Your graceful beauty did
Not decay.

You heard my cry when I 
Called to you,
Your loving heart knew what
To do, 
Came to me a love so true to
Free me from my solitude.

A love so beautiful I’ve never 
Known,
A love so beautiful to call my own, 
On wings of love you flew back into
My world, 
The gift of destiny,
My sweet Rosalee.

A new dawn breaks for you and I, 
Our love’s forever, it will never
Die,
Something special to call our own,
Warm and fragrant as the summer rose.

Sweet Rosalee, at last you’re mine,
To touch, caress as church bells chime,
We’ll never regret our loss in time as
We embrace love’s finest wine.

A love so beautiful I’ve never known,
A love so beautiful to call my own,
On wings of love you flew back into
My world, 
The gift of destiny,
My sweet Rosalee.
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Ha’Penny Bridge
By Tom Smith, Dungarvan Branch

Planked, hunchbacked, Liffey Dame,
fanning, scanning, spanning fame.
Ha’pence fee your ancient toll,
from quay to quay a mystical stroll.
Stand aside for Molly’s fish barrow,
as the bridge is hilly and narrow.
Cover your ears as you hear her cry,
haddock and plaice for you to fry.
Crinkled, wrinkled feet abound,
tripping daily o’er your crown.
Stress and grief saunter your planks,
girls and boys play foolish pranks.
You bow all life on troubled water,
arched with hope for son and daughter.
You hold well when times are low,
when hearts are wearying to and fro.
You mind all folk, fast and slow,
and those who have no home to go.
A golden egg-shape, real, reflected,
where lovers’ hands are still connected.
No more the click of the horse’s hoof,
coachman and fare engaged in spoof.
The silent trams; the glistening steel,
you saw it all when it was real.
The battle cry; the trouble’s gun,
burning buildings; feet on the run.
You coped with all across your brow,
held many secrets; never broke a vow.
Skyline changed by steel, glass, and stone,
a new pedestrian on mobile phone.
Boardwalk flanking your cut stone wall,
City Council had some gall.
Toxic traffic night and day,
pollution poisoning your pleasant walkway.
Please rainbow on in all our dreams,
keep our Fair City the cream of creams.
The Ha’penny bridge of many sighs,
You are a beauty I tell no lie.



The Barrister
By Christy Galligan. Donegal North West Branch

A grey-haired wisp of knowledge
Stood at his plinth
Arguing in a judicious manner,
Regaling to an audience
Of onlookers present
That his arguments
Were sound and true.
 
“Me Lord”, If I may enquire
If your hearts desire,
My clients on his last legs
Just look at his pegs.
He’s an unfortunate being
Whose presence in Court
Does not make for
great discourse.
He’s fallen on hard times
And has a family of twelve
Or thereabouts, and is
Looking for salvation
Or a sign from heaven.
 
“Me Lord”, if you
Can give him one
More chance,
He’ll turn his life around
Like Custer’s last stance.
“Me Lord”, he’ll sign any waiver
As long as it is in his favour.
My client will ne’r be seen
In these hallowed Courts again,
Though he did treat it
As a place of sport.
 
“Me Lord”, My client is old
No longer agile or fit to run,
He sees the errors
Of his ways,
Though somewhat silently
To his dismay.
He prostrates himself
in front of you again,
Not knowing if
You’ll lodge him in the pen.
Though his crimes are great
And the public will admonish
I beg you “Me Lord”
do not severely punish.

Dedicated to my friend Joe Curran, BL, and retired Garda Sgt

POETRY CORNER
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Prayer to Brigid
By Mary Molly, Naas Branch

Brigid give me wisdom, give me love. 
I am scared and vulnerable.

How can I make it through this dark and challenging 
time? 
The loneliness, the desperation.

The feeling of emptiness within me is unbearable.
It is like a raging appetite – only there is no way to 
satisfy it.

When will the light of hope shine through this dark 
imprisoning hole – I am trapped.
They say it will pass and all will be well, 

I am scared and vulnerable
My own voice sounds strange
As if it is from a world far away.
I touch my face in the mirror, 
Wondering if that is really me, the strong confident 
girl that was me-a happy girl.
Perhaps I will never find my way back?
I am so lost and sad 
I am scared and vulnerable.
Coping – I am not.
Every day I pretend to be well, but I am slowly 
breaking and shattering
Whilst the mask I am wearing is still intact.

Please help me be strong and well again.
Take away the crippling and confusing thoughts.
Let the bright light shine to help me find emotional 
wellness and recovery.
Brigid guide me with your empathy, compassion and 
love.

A Naomh Bríd
Tá mo chroí briste
Tabhair dom do lámh.

Chuir do bhrat timpeall orm.
Cabhair liom dul go h-áit gheal, dhόchasach
Nach bhfuil scanruil, uaigneach, agus mé lomlámhach.  

Mary Molly, SRM, is a retired general nurse and 
midwife who lives in Kildare Town.
She worked for many years in Dublin’s inner city and 
gained an in-depth knowledge and experience of life 
there in the early seventies.  Mary worked closely with 
families living in the tenements in Gardiner Street and 
Henrietta Street. 
      Her compassion and love for young mothers is 
remarkable. Mary is currently helping in the teenage 
pregnancy clinic supporting young mothers in 
smoking cessation and substance abuse. Her hobbies 
include reading, theatre events, bridge, country walks 
and writing.  Mary was a winner in the Short Story 
competition in 2018, ander entry ‘Friday Massacre’ 
will appear in the next issue of ‘Siochain’. 
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Reg Number   Name  Surname   Rank  Station
23826M   Cornelius  O’Donohue  Supt  GNRPB
21094C   George   Kyne   Supt  GNBCI
22227E   Michael  Fitzpatrick   Supt  Macroom GS
00249F   Margaret  Cronin   Garda  Bantry GS
24538M   Joseph  Collins   Garda  Gaillimh GS
21046C   Aidan  Slattery   Garda  Waterford GS
00346H   Ann  Kissane   Garda  EAS

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death Status
Attracta Lynch (nee Smith) Killiney, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 30/11/2018 Widow and Member
Maura Crossan Kilkeeran, Portarlington, 

Offaly
01/12/2018 Widow

Catherine King Rahoon Road, Galway Galway 08/12/2018 Widow and Member

Brid Timlin Churchtown, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 09/12/2018 Widow and Member

Rose Tobin Ferrybank, Waterford Waterford 28/12/2018 Widow and Member

Mary Hunt Church Street,  
Carrigallen, Leitrim

Cavan 11/01/2019 Widow and Member

Ann O’Reilly Pottery Road 
Dun Laoghaire

Dun Laoghaire 15/02/2019 Widow and Member

Mary Ros e Duignan Sandycove, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 20/02/2019 Widow and Member

DECEASED WIDOWS

FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH
Maire Maguire DUBLIN NORTH
Carmel Shaughnessy NAAS
Margaret Feeney SLIGO/LEITRIM
Henry Fitzpatrick DUBLIN WEST
Paul Hogan DUN LAOGHAIRE
Larry Donnellan CLARE
Anna Ni Dhochartaigh DUBLIN WEST
Patrick J Kelly DUBLIN NORTH
Larry Clare DUBLIN NORTH
Kevin Colleran DUBLIN SOUTH
Peter J Peyton GALWAY
Eamon Barry MEATH
John O’Brien WEXFORD
Evelyn Keogh CARLOW
Frances Dunne LAOISE
Joseph Rowley DONEGAL SOUTH
Laurence Egan KILDARE NORTH
Gerard Dillane CORK
Denis Roche BRAY
Fergal Flanagan MEATH
Ann Griffin GALWAY
John O’Regan CORK WEST
Michael Twomey DUBLIN NORTH

NEW MEMBERS

James Kilcoyne DUNDALK
John Kerin CLARE
Joseph Caesar WEXFORD
Elizabeth Peters LAOISE
Mary McNelis GALWAY
Maurice Sheridan BRAY
Tom Butler GALWAY
Gerald Delmar DUBLIN SOUTH
John P O’Sullivan CORK
Claire Breen TRALEE
Michael Holohan NAAS
Michael Rouse WEXFORD

Michael Fitzpatrick CORK
Patrick  Ennis DUBLIN WEST
Kathleen Naughton DUBLIN SOUTH
Eamon Earley DONEGAL NORTH
Denis Ring CORK
Anne Nestor CORK
David Malcom KILDARE NORTH
Brian Mohan DUNDALK
Thomas Waters DUBLIN NORTH
Greg Sheehan DUBLIN NORTH

FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH
Michael Twomey DUBLIN NORTH

Joseph               Collins                      GALWAY



Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death Status
Attracta Lynch (nee Smith) Killiney, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 30/11/2018 Widow and Member
Maura Crossan Kilkeeran, Portarlington, 

Offaly
01/12/2018 Widow

Catherine King Rahoon Road, Galway Galway 08/12/2018 Widow and Member

Brid Timlin Churchtown, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 09/12/2018 Widow and Member

Rose Tobin Ferrybank, Waterford Waterford 28/12/2018 Widow and Member

Mary Hunt Church Street,  
Carrigallen, Leitrim

Cavan 11/01/2019 Widow and Member

Ann O’Reilly Pottery Road 
Dun Laoghaire

Dun Laoghaire 15/02/2019 Widow and Member

Mary Ros e Duignan Sandycove, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 20/02/2019 Widow and Member
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Denis  Barry  Callan,  Co. Kilkenny   Brother of memebr John Barry   Dublin North 31/07/2018
Michael  Trayers  Glenamaddy, Co. Galway Brother of Thomas Trayers  Athlone  19/10/2018
Brendan  O’Reilly  Carrolls Row, Roscrea, Tipperary Brother of Paddy O’Reilly  Wexford  24/11/2018
John O’Brien    Wicklow Town , Co. Wicklow Brother of Paddy O’Brien  Dublin South 29/11/2018
Irene  Heera  Adoon, Cloone, Leitrim  Mother of deceased memebr Gerry Heera  Sligo/Leitrim 27/11/2018 
Tess Howley  Keel, Achill, Co. Mayo   Wife of memebr Peter M Howley  Castlebar  28/11/2018
Maura  Crossan  Kilkeeran, Portarlington, Offaly Mother in law of Michael O’Connell  Laois   01/12/2018
Daniel Barry  Blackrock, Louth / Freemount, Cork Brother of memebr John Barry   Dublin North 01/12/2018
Angela  Hoey  Carrickmacross, Co Monaghan Sister of Michael Mulryan   Galway  08/12/2018
John Leahy    Derryluskin, Fethard, Tipperary Brother of Joe Leahy   Clonmel  09/12/2018
Bernard Flynn  99 St. John’s Park  Father of member David Flynn  Wexford  18/12/2018
John Roche  Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise Father in law of Marie Roche  Naas  18/12/2018
Desmond Saunderson Australia   Brother of Billy Saunderson  Clare  19/12/2018
John P  Kelly   Caltra, Co. Galway   Brother of Joseph Kelly  Athlone  21/12/2018
Kathleen Ryan  Sologhead Cross Tipperary Mother of David Ryan   Nenagh  23/12/2018
Martin  Furey  Milltown, Drumcliffe, Sligo Brother of Jim Furey   Sligo  23/12/2018
Tom  Carty  Crenane and formerly Kiltobranks, 
   Ballaghaderreen  Brother of Mick Carty   Roscommon 25/12/2018
Patrick Brunton  Ard Rí, Drogheda, Co. Louth  Father of Brian Brunton  Dublin West 27/12/2018
Brian Mulvey  Kiltoghert, Carrick-on-Shannon Brother of Michael Mulvey  Cavan   28/12/2018
Margaret (Rita) McCormack Finglas, Dublin   Mother of David McCormack  Dublin North 03/01/2019
Noel  Power  Ennis Road, Limerick  Brother of George Power and the 
      late Patrick (P.G) Power  Dublin North 03/01/2019
Anthony Mulligan  Charlestown, Mayo  Brother of John Mulligan  Cavan   02/01/2019
Barry  O’Keeffe  Fermoy, Cork  Brother of late Phil O’Keeffe  Portlaoise  10/01/2019
George McAuliffe  Milltown, Kerry  Brother in law of P.J Whelan  Cork  12/01/2019
Eamon Fitzmaurice Lixnaw, Kerry   Brother in law of John Moore  Cork West   14/01/2019
Stephen  Conroy  Grenwich, England   Brother of Michael Conroy  Galway  15/01/2019
Margaret Frain  New Street, Ballaghaderreen, 
   Roscommon   Mother of Padraic Frain  Ballina   22/01/2019
Moira  Rose (née Cross) Artane, Dublin   Mother of Joseph Rose   Dublin North 23/01/2019
Edward Owens  Clonmel, Co. Tipperary  Father of Eamonn Owen  Waterford  25/01/2019
Eleanor  Bermingham Dublin 11   Daughter of Thomas Bermingham  Dublin North 24/01/2019
Leo Sharkey  College Farm Rd. Letterkenny  Father in law of Christy Galligan  Donegal North  28/01/2019
Denis John Teahan  Cromane Lower, Killorglin, Kerry Brother of John Teahan  Cork City  28/01/2019
Charlie  Maloney  Ryan’s Court, Duleek  Brother of Hugh Maloney  Sligo/Leitrim 31/01/2019
Gerry   Mullany  Glanmire Co. Cork   Brother of Tom Mullany  Dublin North 31/01/2019
         Brother of Kieran Mullany  Dun Laoghaire 31/01/2019
Carmel  Traynor  Cootehill, Co. Cavan  Mother in Law of William Carey  Cavan   08/02/2019
Michael  Hussey  Abbeyhalfquarter, Ballina, Mayo Brother in law of Noel Conroy  Dublin North 13/02/2019
Norma McCarthy  Pound Cross, Crookstown, Cork  Wife of Denis McCarthy  Cork City   17/02/2019
         Sister in law of Barry McCarthy  Cork City   17/02/2019
Ted  Donegan  Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin  Brother of Mick Donegan  Dublin south  19/02/2019
         Brother of Denis Donegan  Naas   19/02/2019
John  Healy  Piltown, Kilkenny  Brother of Tim Healy   Fermoy  21/02/2019
Kitty Keany  Glenfarne, Leitrim  Sister of Oliver Keany   Cork City  23/02/2019
Maurice Finbarr Hennigan  Bengour, Enniskeane, Cork Brother of Flor Hennigan  Cork City  24/02/2019



Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Jeremiah Sullivan Limerick City 10109E 03/04/2018

Bernard Boyle Kildare North 20226F 28/08/2018

Malachy Mannion Waterford 14287E 03/11/2018

Timothy O’Sullivan Galway T 26/11/2018

Basil Quigley Cavan 15071A 28/11/2018

Michael  Meehan Dublin South 13006M 04/12/2018

Tom Healy Nenagh 10592K 07/12/2018

Michael Regan Dun Laoghaire 10209A 08/12/2018

Jerome Twomey Dublin West 21195H 12/12/2018

Anthony O’Callaghan Limerick co. 14104F 15/12/2018

John Walsh Dun Laoghaire 13744H 19/12/2018

Christopher Ryan Athlone 13681F 22/12/2018

Michael O’Brien 15190D 15190D 22/12/2018

Patrick (Anthony) Slevin Dublin South 12749C 23/12/2018

Nicholas Roche Naas 15834H 24/12/2018

John Jenninhs Dublin South 17737G 25/12/2018

Con (Neil) Rice Wexford 16321L 25/12/2018

James McGuirk Dublin South 18399G 26/12/2018

Steve Burns Dublin North 20349A 28/12/2018

Michael Enright Naas 10078A 01/01/2019

John Geary Templemore 12703E 03/01/2019

Patrick (Pakie) Ahern Dublin North 10937A 05/01/2019

Hugh McNulty Meath 15125D 06/01/2019

Bernadette Breen Tralee Associate Member 12/01/2019

Edward O’Grady Dublin West 21259H 15/01/2019

Pat O’Donnell Galway 14286G  16/01/2019

Patrick J Reynolds Dublin North 13558E 19/01/2019

Peter Fitzpatrick Thurles 10971A 31/01/2019

John V Curtin Naas 10244L 04/02/2019

Joe Ward Mullingar 18880H 12/02/2019

Michael Hussey Ballina 16237L 13/02/2019

Michael (Mick) McCrudden Wicklow 10794H 18/02/2019

Brendan Martin Donegal South 19087L 21/02/2019

John Grace Kilkenny 15973E 21/02/2019

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

WEBSITE WIN FOR DUBLIN WEST BRANCH MEMBER 
Congratulations to Gary Kelly, Dublin West Branch, who wins €50 for being 
the website winner for Spring 2019. You too could be a winner. To enter simply 
register as a ‘user’ on our website www.gardaretired.com and your name could 
appear in the next issue!
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Notice Board

50th Anniversary for Class of November 1968
On Sunday 21 October 2018, the class of November 1968 celebrated their 50th anniversary. The Sheraton Hotel in 
Athlone was the chosen venue and a great night of celebration was enjoyed by the class members and their spouses. It 
was on Wednesday 13 November 1968 when this group of young men set out on the road to Templemore.
     The months of training that followed would do justice to anything seen or endured at West Point. Following a lovely 
meal, the classmates took this opportunity to reminisce and recall stories that were funny, happy and sad. A special 
guest on the night was Drill Instructor Brendan Quinn, who was delighted to be part of the celebrations. 
     There has been a great sense of unity within this group, as this was their third reunion since passing out at the
Training Centre. One topic which was recalled at each of the reunions was the fire which spread through an 
accommodation block while the class was on Part 11 Training in 1969. A number of members were injured in this fire, 
but thankfully there was no loss of life. One member, however, was hospitalised for two weeks with severe burns, though 
he subsequently made a good recovery. 
     Tommy O’Rourke presented each class member with a special commemoration booklet, which contained; the class 
photograph, articles and photographs from previous reunions. Each member was also presented with a GSRMA lapel pin, 
compliments of Paschal Feeney, Editor of Síocháin Magazine.

APRIL 1959 CLASS A&B REUNION
Both the April A and B Classes of 1959 have organised a reunion for 2 April at the 
Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire. For further information contact Noel Kirwan 
087-7841068; John Keating 087-7624777; Jim Power 021-4295042 or Gerry Towey 
025-27276.
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Cork City Gardaí (circa. 1945)
Can you identify Gardaí in this photo which was 
taken in front of St. Francis Church, Liberty Street, 
Cork around 1945? 
     Seated front row on extreme left is Garda John 
Brides (RIP). In the back row on extreme right is 
Garda Martin Hennessy (RIP) Reg. No. 7343 a 
native of Carrick-On-Suir, Co. Tipperary, who served 
in Bridewell and Rosscarbery Station, Co. Cork.
Photo courtesy of Pat Nolan, Cork City Branch

September 1968 Class Reunion 
A class reunion is proposed this spring for September 1968 class members, who were attested on 18 September 1968 
and passed out on 19 February 1969. The organisers would be pleased to hear from all class members pictured in this 
class photograph. Please direct any enquiries to Shay Tutty on 086-4001081, email smtutty@gmail.com or Pat Norris on 
086-8221702, email pjlnorris@gmail.com.

Back Row (l-r): J. Halpin, T. Kelly, J. Farrell, P. Norris, J. O’Riordan, A. Roche, M. Gallagher, D. Corcoran, T Curtin, A. Biggins 
and J .Keane. 
Middle Row (l-r): Gardaí Wall, B. Mullen, P. Phelan, P. Fayne, T. McGuinness, M. Howle, R. Quirke, J. Cuddy, M. Horgan, D. 
Holman, J. Sheehan, J. Tutty and B. Dwyer. 
Front Row (l-r): Sgt O’Donovan, M. Byrne, A. Coyle, R. Ryan, Sgt Sheppard, Sgt Quinn, Sgt McGuinness, Sgt McMahon, 
Gardaí Boyle, !. Duffy, J. O’Sullivan, N. Nugent and G. Long.

Garda Basketball Club 
Dance (November 1968)
Can you identify any of these 
ladies (pictured right) at the 
Garda Basketball Club Dance 
in September 1964 in Cleary’s 
Ballroom Dublin? Photographs 
courtesy of Independent News and 
Media

Glasgow’s Miss Anne Murphy Miss 
Anne McCollum enjoying the club 
dance.
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Loans are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. Figures quoted are indicative, actual repayments may vary.
To minimise the total interest payment on your loan we recommend you repay in as short a term as you can afford.

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears.
This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Tel: 021 4313355 Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie Web: www.stpaulscu.ie
Plus up to €400 Cashback to members when purchasing new Ford or Hyundai.

*For a 5 year car loan at 5.0% APR variable interest rate the weekly repayments would be:

Amount Weekly Repayment Total Repayment Total Interest

€5,000 €21.68 €5,637.55 €637.55

€10,000 €43.37 €11,275.11 €1,275.11

€15,000 €65.05 €16,912.66 €1,912.66

€20,000 €86.73 €22,550.22 €2,550.22

St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Limited

Tel: 021 4313355 
Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie

Web: www.stpaulscu.ie

For a no frills, no fee car loan
at a great rate of 4.9%

talk to us at St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union
(5.0% APR*)
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