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EDITORIAL COMMENT

EAR-MARKING 2020 TO
ADDRESS PENSION NEST EGG
At this time of year, for the past decade, the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association,
like all fellow colleagues in public service retirement, reflect on when, if ever, we can expect
an increase in our hard-earned pensions, writes Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

A

s your General Secretary
I have been telling you
at various AGMs over the
years that 2020 is the year
ear-marked by Government
to address this issue, and
hopefully we can expect to
receive a sizeable increase
then, given the huge sacrifices
we have made in the public
interests since our economy
collapsed.
Likewise we have never
deflected in our vision that
the parity rule shall remain
in place, despite enabling
legislation in 2012, (Public
Service Pensions (Single
Scheme and Other Provisions (
Act 2012) to attempt to treat
us differently. Thankfully the
relevant sections within that
Act have no Commencement
Order attached to them, as
yet.
The Pay & Pensions Act 2017 was in effect the first
National Wage Agreement since ‘Towards 2016’ back
in 2006; but it’s a National Wage Agreement like no
other. The reason being that those in the working public
service are being paid different levels, depending on
circumstances.
Likewise those in retirement are paid differently. FEMPI
legislation introduced to address the question of pension
restoration is coming to an end. If you are still paying
PSPR (Public Service Pension Reduction) and lots of us
continue to do so, then on 1 January 2019 (next Pay Day)
you will receive a reduction of up to €140 per month on
that levy.
Be mindful if you no longer pay PSPR then you will
not receive this. Likewise the maximum you are receive is

€140 and the least you can
receive is €1, but only if you
continue to pay that dreaded
PSPR levy.
However, if you retired
after 29 February 2012 and
prior to 31 October 2017,
then you do not come within
this catchment area. In fact,
up to this you have received
no redress whatsoever. This
is where the Pay & Pensions
Act 2017 comes into play for
those members.
These members receive a
1% increase in pension due
since 1 January 2018, with
a further 1% increase due
since 1 October 2018. These
increases were paid to those
members on 1 November.
What should have been a
seamless exercise has, in fact,
been otherwise.
The Department of Justice have had to be pulled
and dragged on paying these members what has been
rightfully theirs under legislation. The excuses offered,
such as “the calculations were complex and intricate”,
have been simply appalling.
Other public departments have not experienced this
problem. Public service retirees in those departments
have received these increases since early 2018. Perhaps
the Department of Justice should look to recruit some of
the mathematical geniuses before they are snapped up
elsewhere.
The Department is at pains to state these increases
would have happened regardless of the barrage of
correspondence to An Taoiseach and other Ministers.
History in Garda Síochána, be it serving or retired, would
teach us otherwise.
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Christmas Message

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT
MICHAEL D. HIGGINS
I would like to send my best wishes to the members
of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association
(GSRMA).
would also like to thank you for the valuable, in
fact crucial, contribution you made to our society
throughout your working lives. The spirit of active
participation and human solidarity that propped
you into public service remains evident in the many
different ways you continue to contribute to society
and enrich the lives of your community.
Christmas is a time of year that we associate with
joy and expectation and wonder. It brings with it a
warm glow that lights up the darkness of mid-winter and makes our thoughts turn
to family and friendship and Christmases past.
Christmas is also a time when we begin to say goodbye to one year, and to look
forwards with hope to a new year to come.
I am aware, however, that some amongst you will have suffered loss or
difficulties during 2018. I can assure you that my thoughts are with you, and I wish
you a renewed sense of serenity and optimism as we enter a new year.
To all of you and your families, as we approach this festive season, I send my
wishes for a peaceful Christmas and a fulfilling New Year.

Michael D. Higgins
Uachtarán na hÉireann
President of Ireland
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Christmas Message

GSRMA PRESIDENT REFLECTS ON 2018
As President of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’
Association (GSRMA), I am privileged to have this
opportunity to wish each and every member of our
association and their families a very Happy Christmas
and a peaceful New Year.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank our Branch
Committees, Central Committee and Office Staff for
their continued commitment and dedication over the
past year.
At this time of year, it is important to acknowledge
our sponsors, advertisers and all those who help to
produce our Síochan magazine and newsletters.
I very much appreciate their help and support and I
wish them, and all those who support the GRSMA, the
very best wishes for the festive season and continued
success in 2019.
I also send Christmas greeting to all our serving colleagues and I personally
wish them continued success in their careers within An Garda Síochána. I send each
of them and their families my very best wishes for a safe year ahead.
As we reflect on 2018, I feel it important to remember our GSRMA colleagues
and family members who passed away during the year. They will be in our thoughts
and prayers as our Branches hold annual remembrance masses and services during
this Christmas period.
I am always mindful, particularly at this time of year, that some of our members
and family members may be experiencing ill health. Therefore, I wish all of them
a speedy recovery and I hope that 2019 will bring them the good health that they
need and deserve.

Nollaig agus blian nua iontach dibh go léir.
Matt Givens
President GRSMA
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Christmas Message

GREETINGS FROM THE NEW GARDA
COMMISSIONER
As we approach the festive period, I would like to
take this opportunity to extend my warmest season’s
greetings to you and your families, and to wish the
many retired Garda members around the country an
enjoyable and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
This year has been one of change in An Garda
Síochána with the retirement of Acting Commissioner
Donal Ó Cualáin after 35 years of dedicated service.
As Acting Commissioner, Donal’s wise and ethical
leadership was central to steering the organisation
through a difficult period. I know you will join me in
wishing Donal and his family all the best in a long,
healthy and happy retirement.
It was a great honour to be appointed Garda Commissioner. Before I joined the
organisation, I knew at first-hand the dedication of Garda members to protecting
and supporting communities, and the sacrificies that had been made in securing
the State and promoting peace on the island of Ireland.
While the organisation does face significant challenges, I am confident it has a
bright future. This has been particularly clear to me from my visits to stations and
offices around the country, where not only have I been greeted warmly, but where
the enthusiasm and dedication of Garda members and staff to public service has
shone through.
In addition, the support I have received from the public and the support they
have for our people working in their communities have given me great heart. It has
also been a pleasure to meet retired Garda members.
Not only have they helped me learn about the organisation, but they have
generously provided me with their vast experience and knowledge garnered by
years of dedicated and diligent service. I want to thank you for your ongoing
contribution to our police and security service.
For those of you suffering from ill health, on behalf of the entire Garda
community I extend to you our heartfelt thoughts and good wishes for a speedy
recovery.
I wish you and your families a happy and peaceful Christmas and a fruitful New
Year.

Guím Nollaig shíochánta agus Athbhliain shone daoibh go léir.
Yours sincerely,

Drew Harris
Garda Commissioner
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Christmas Message
STRONG TRADITION OF COMMUNITY POLICING
PREVAILS
It is an honour and pleasure to wish you and your families a happy
and peaceful Christmas. I hope you are enjoying your retirement
and that this message finds you well.
I would like to thank you for your commitment to a life of
public service and the part you played throughout your career in
An Garda Síochána in protecting the communities you proudly
served.
This tradition of community policing in An Garda Síochána
continues as demonstrated last February during Storm Emma.
The severe weather impeded us all going about our daily lives and
curtailed essential public services such as electricity, water and
transport leaving the old and sick members of our communities
particularly vulnerable.
For the duration of the storm, An Garda Síochána was to the
fore in providing assistance to the most vulnerable members
of society. They provided reassurance and practical support to local communities and
conveyed essential healthcare personnel and others to their places of work, in very difficult
circumstances.
Of course, there is no need to remind you that while most of us will be out celebrating
Christmas with families and friends, the men and women of An Garda Síochána will be on duty
over the festive season ensuring that the communities they serve will have a police service to
protect them and come to their assistance if help is needed.
Christmas is a time when our thoughts naturally turn to those who are no longer with us
and I ask that you take the time over the festive season to remember those members of An
Garda Síochána both retired and serving who passed away in 2018 and previous years.
In particular, I am conscious of the recent loss suffered by the family and friends of
Detective Garda Tom Peters who suffered lifelong injuries in 1976 while caught up in an
explosion searching a house after a threat was made to the life of the my father Oliver J
Flanagan.
I was very proud last December to present Tom and his colleagues, Jim Cannon, Ben
Thornton, Gerry Bohan and Michael Clerkin, who lost his life that night, with a Gold Scott
medal.
Looking ahead to 2019 there is no question but that it will be a year of major reform and
investment in An Garda Síochána. The reform and investment programme, which is underway,
will support An Garda Síochána to deliver a modern, open and accountable police service.
I believe it will do that whilst retaining its core strengths – its deep roots in community, and
the enduring trust and respect from the public and the communities it serves.
Finally, may I wish you and your families a joyful, peaceful Christmas and a happy New
Year.

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh.
Charles Flanagan TD,
Minister for Justice and Equality
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Christmas Message

HAPPY CHRISTMAS, DEAR READER
There are many poems written about Christmas. Paddy
Farrell – a retired Garda and a very proud Meath man – at
my request, sent me this poem for this coming Christmas.
You might recall that in previous years I have invited
him to pen a few words in verse in regard to the Birth of
Jesus Christ whose Birthday we celebrate at Christmas.
This is what he sent me:

“Softly the peel of the church bell is sounding
Calling the faithful to kneel and to pray
To celebrate the anniversary of Our Saviour’s first coming
That gave to all Christians their first Christmas Day
‘Tis a time when family and friends get together
Reviving the memories still fresh in their mind
To strengthen the bonds and the times that unite us
So, to best Christian duties we become more inclined.
May you be the one who is moved by compassion
May yours be the larder that is full to the door
May you be the one to come to the rescue
And turn no less fortunate away from your door.”
We have so many ways of communicating now. Social media is all around us. Whether
it is email, texting, WhatsApp, Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, landline, mobile phone
or an old fashioned letter or card in the post…..we all need and use words.
My favourite phrase in all of the Scriptures is to be found in the first chapter of St
John’s Gospel 1/14: “And The Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us”.
Jesus Christ is the Word of God – it is through Him that we go to the Father. And it is
His Birthday that we celebrate every Christmas.
On behalf of all of us at Mount Argus and on my own behalf I wish you and your
family, dear reader, a very happy, peaceful and blessed Christmas and New Year in
2019.

Fr Joe Kennedy, CP,
Mount Argus
Dublin.
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Dear Colleagues,
Once again Christmas is upon us, though it seems that the
festive season has been coming since October or in some cases
September if you judge this special time of year by the shops
and TV commercials.
It is that time of year again when the traffic seems to grind to
a halt all over the city! Almost every shop and quite a few houses
are ablaze with lights and tinsel and many people are rushing to
purchase those gifts for their families and friends. There seems
to be little time for anything other than the preparation for
Christmas and all its commercialism.
So many people forget the real meaning of Christmas. It can
be that we are thoroughly brainwashed into the commercial side
of
Christmas that we lose sight of what this season is really
all about. The wonder of the birth of Christ. The promise of the
Prince of Peace to bring peace into the world. Where has all this
gone?
The magic, the wonder, even the miracle seems to have
been replaced by money and possessions. In such a festive
atmosphere of getting and spending, eating, drinking and
making merry, it is hard to believe that we are celebrating a
religious festival. God, in Christ made human. The Word became
flesh and lived among us.
Christmas is also a time to especially remember those
who are less fortunate than ourselves and I want to take this
opportunity to thank all of you who support neighbours and
friends not just at Christmas but throughout the year.
The Garda family is like the Holy Family where people look to
those who can help them in times of need. People from all walks
of life look to An Garda Síochána in times of great need, distress
and sadness, and what you do for them embodies the work you
do every day as Guardians of the Peace.
We live in dark days where evil actions are all too common.
It must be seen that it is Christ, who brings peace and
reconciliation to all people. During this festive and holy season,
let us pray that as we celebrate the coming of the Christ Child,
the Prince of Peace, that peace and reconciliation will come soon
to all who are affected by violence and oppression.
So many people are grateful for what you do. Policing today
is often seen as negative, yet the positive sometimes goes
unnoticed. So, well done to you all.
This time of year can also be lonely for those who have lost
loved ones and those who live alone. A kindly word, a phone
call or a visit would go a long way to making this Christmas
more bearable for them.
On behalf of all the citizens of this state and on my own
behalf, thank you all for everything you do to make our lives that
bit easier and our country a safer place to live. I wish you all a
very happy, holy and peaceful Christmas and a most prosperous
New Year.

David Pierpoint
Garda Chaplain

Christmas Message

Bethlehem’s Story
Bethlehem town is not too far
From Jerusalem’s mighty walls.
It’s like a little market-place
Where people sell their goods
on stalls.
Two thousand years ago or so,
The town was really packed,
For Herod the King had issued
a writ
A Census was called for, and
that is a fact.
But the prophets of old had
said of this town
No longer would it be so small,
For from its small streets and
the houses so quaint
A child would be born to be
Saviour of all.
Of old Micah’s prophecy, so it
came true
That Jesus was born in this
town.
Our Saviour, Redeemer and
ruler of all
The Christ-child of Mary, from
heaven came down.
The real meaning of Christmas
appears to be gone
Now Santa is here, people say.
But we must remember and
never forget
That Jesus our Saviour was
born on this day.
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ALLIANCE REPORT

BECOMING MORE
ACTIVE IN ALLIANCE
In providing a progress report on the Alliance of Retired Public Servants, Vice Chairman
Dirwan, GSRMA Central Committee Member, says that retired public servants (including
Gardaí) will have to play a more active role in the Alliance in order to protect the true value
of their pensions.

T

he Alliance of Retired Public
Servants (ARPS) represents
over 140,000 public servants, and
since 2013, has been recognised
by successive governments, on an
‘ad-hoc’ basis, as the representative
body for retired public servants. It
does not have negotiation rights.
The GSRMA is a constituent
member with two representatives
– myself and John O’Brien –
having been nominated to its
governing council. Most of the
Alliance membership remain passive and inert, relying on
trade unions and representative associations to do the
spade-work in protecting their interests; and while this
arrangement has worked well, in my view, it’s unlikely to
continue.
Retired public servants (including Gardaí) will have to
play a more active role if the true value of their pensions
are to be protected. In the GSRMA members’ are acutely
aware that public service pay/ pensions were reduced
on foot of emergency powers granted under Financial
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Acts
2010 to 2015. The government is now committed to fully
restore (not increase) pensions for retired public servants
by 2021 and, the ARPS is looking to bring this timeline
forward.
On average about 4,000 retired public servants die
each year and if the current completion date of 2021 for
full restoration remains, over 40,000 people will have died
by that time on reduced pensions – pensions that they
contributed to during their working lives with no prospect
that next of kin or their estates will be reimbursed for this
loss.
COMPLEX CHALLENGE LOOMS
A bigger and more complex challenge is looming in
relation to maintaining pay/pension parity, and while
the government is committed to keeping the value of
pensions in line with serving public servants’ this is time
limited and due to expire 31 December 2020.

The Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure
and Reform has made it clear that he favours the
discontinuation of the existing arrangement whereby
public servants’ pension are linked to the pay of serving
colleagues.
The policy of ARPS is to maintain parity, otherwise, the
value of our pension will be seriously devalued over time.
Retired public servants’ and their representatives’ were
caught off guard when, in 2010, the then Minister for
Finance introduced a pay-cut to public servants’ pay while
leaving pensions untouched, only to be followed a year
later by a cuts in public sector pensions.
The government is now using the 2010 pay-cuts as a
precedent for breaking the parity link. Part 7 of the Pay
and Pensions Act, 2017, gives the Minister a free hand to
makes orders and regulations in relation to public service
pensions.
The collaborative approach by the ARPS and ICTU
worked well and succeeding in having the public sector
pension deductions (pension levy) abolished. However,
maintaining parity presents a different scenario where
the trade union influence can be easily negated by the
Minister deftly using the enabling provisions as outlined
above.
RESOLUTIONS AT MEETING
The Third Biennial Meeting of the ARPS on Thursday 20
September at the offices of FORSA reiterated its policy in
relation to parity. The only resolutions before the meeting
were two tabled by GSRMA. These dealt, firstly, with
seeking legal advice in relation to maintaining pay/pension
parity, and secondly on getting actuarial costings in regard
to the financial loss to retired public servants in the event
of government proceeding with their intention to break
the existing parity link.
Both motions were remitted to the full council for
further deliberation. The following were elected as
officers for the next three years: Chairman Gerry Foley;
Vice Chairman Joe Dirwan; Treasurer Michael Duffy;
Secretary Larry Burtenshaw. The new committee at its first
meeting in December 2018 will draw up a programme of
work for the next 12 months.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
ATHY BRANCH

A new GSRMA Branch in Athy, Co. Kildare has been
formed and now is your opportunity to become a member of the Athy Branch and to socialise with your former
colleagues,
A group of GSRMA members met at Golf Club
Athy on Thursday 18 October, which was attended by
General Secretary Paschal Feeney and Vice-President
Marie Roche.
Following discussion, Chairman Tony Timoney;
Branch Secretary Vera Doyle and Treasurer Noeleen

Friel were elected as interim office holders.
If you’re interested in joining the Athy Branch or wish to
transfer from another GSRMA Branch, contact any of
the local officers, or GSRMA directly on 01-4781525 or
email info@gardaretired.com.
A coffee morning together with a Mass to celebrate
the establishment of the Branch, and to remember
all the deceased members in the area will be held on
Friday 14 December at 6.30pm at Cuan Mhuire Oldmill,
Vicarstown Road, Athy.

BRAY BRANCH

Annual General Meeting: The AGM of the
Bray Branch will take place at the iconic
Harbour Bar on Bray’s seafront at 3.30pm on
Tuesday 5 March 2019. Motions for ADM and
other pertinent matters will form the agenda.
Destination Wicklow: Bray Branch is
delighted at assist any Branch should they
wish to arrange any outings, picturesque walks
or visits to the Garden County.
Presentation of 20-Year Certificates:
Pictured receiving his 20-Year Certificate at
the GSRMA Monthly Meeting in October is
Bray’s former Sgt Pasty Kennedy, and Branch
Treasurer, Mick Lernihan.

CARLOW BRANCH
Twelve members from the Carlow
Branch travelled to the very popular
Kelly’s of Rosslare Hotel for a prewinter break, and afternoon tea with
a delicious selection of pastries were
enjoyed on arrival. The swimming pool
was given a go by some of the group
while others partook of a long walk
along the strand adjoining the hotel.
That night we all sat together and
enjoyed a magnificent meal followed
by wonderful entertainment in the bar.
A buffet breakfast was enjoyed the
following morning before the group
departed for home. Everyone enjoyed
the short break and we would highly
recommend Kelly’s of Rosslare.
Our Coffee mornings in the Seven
Oaks Hotel, Carlow on the first
Tuesday of every month at 10.30am
goes from strength to strength and
is looked forward to by members
where friends old and new renew
acquaintances.

Pictured (l-r): Sheila Casey, Beatrice Dunne, Bill Casey, Bridie Egan, Michael
O’Driscoll, Rosemary Kelly, Teresa Dempsey, Mary Ryan, Pierce Ryan, Jim Ryan,
Ann Ryan and John Kelly.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
CAVAN BRANCH
The branch plans to have new Employee Assistance
Officer Cathal O’Toole at one of our monthly coffee
mornings to meet our members. We hold a Coffee
Morning on the first Tuesday of each month in the Hotel
Kilmore at 11am.

We are resuming bowling in the Astra Bowl, Cavan
near the Odeon Cinema on the first Wednesday of each
month at 11am. The Branch Annual Anniversary Mass
will be held at the end of March 2019 instead of May.
The date will be decided and finalised at our AGM.

CORK CITY BRANCH
Day Trip to Spike Island: Bright sunshine was a
welcome addition to our party of 45 members as
we assembled at Kennedy Pier, Cobh, on Monday
24 September for a day trip to Spike Island. While
waiting for the ferry, some enjoyed coffee in a local
hotel, others took in the local scenery and a few sat
on a park bench to enjoy home baking with the flask in
hand. By 11am our group were all aboard and excited
as the ferry set out on the short crossing. En route we
observed the Irish Naval Base at Haulbowline and got
beautiful views of Cork Harbour.
Upon arrival to Spike Island we were welcomed
by tour guides Karl and Rob, who had a minibus and
driver at the ready to transport a few of our senior
members. Over the next 90 minutes it was a pleasure
to listen to snippets of very interesting history relating
to Fort Mitchel. Afterwards we had another 90 minutes
to explore Spike Island, tour buildings, observe the
fabulous views of Cork Harbour or enjoy refreshments
in the large café.
The tour brought back memories for many of

retired members who performed duty on Spike Island
during the prison disturbance there in 1985. After
returning to Cobh that afternoon, everyone enjoyed
tea/coffee and sandwiches in the Commodore Hotel.
An Autumn Walk: On Thursday 25 October, the
autumn sunshine greeted participants who took part
in a seven kilometre walk to Monkstown. We set
off at 10.30 am from Rochestown along the route
of the old railway line, which from 1850 to 1932
had trains running from Cork City to Passage West
and Monkstown. The entire line is now converted
to a walkway and cycle path. Sincere thanks to
Martin Flannery who was on hands to welcome our
walkers to the sub-district where he gave 23 years as
Sergeant. Since retirement he has accumulated 23
more years as a proud Cork GSRMA member. As we
enjoyed tea & scones in the Bosun Restaurant, Martin
gave us a local history lesson. On the return journey
by bus, we got excellent views of Cork Harbour,
Ringaskiddy and Monkstown.

Cork City Spike Island Tour
Cork City Branch members pictured on Kennedy Pier, Cobh after returning
from Spike Island. (Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)

Cork City Walkers to Monkstown
Front Row (l-r): P.J. Brennan, Anne Reilly,
Martin Flannery and Nuala O Connor. Middle
Row (l-r): R. Meagher, Peter O’ Reilly and
Austin Barrett. Back Row (l-r): Michael
O’Connor, Dave Walsh, John Riordan and Jim
Keating. (Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork
City Branch)
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CORK WEST BRANCH
The Annual October Mass for deceased members
was well attended, as was the evening meal at The
Munster Arms Hotel Bandon. Some ‘new’ old friends
attended and we look forward to meeting them
again soon! The Macroom committee members,
organised a well-attended lunch recently at Griffin’s
Garden Centre, Dripsey. It epitomised the spirit of our
Association with old friends meeting and new friends
made! A 20-year cert was presented to Jim Nyhan
(ex-Crookstown). He and his wife Mary, received
good wishes from all present, after a traumatic year.

Pictured (l-r): Liam Ryan, Mary Nyhan, Jim Nyhan, Brendan
Sheehan and Jim Lawton

The AGM will take place on Wednesday 13 March
2019 (starting at 8pm) at The Parkway Hotel
Dunmanway. Our monthly coffee mornings continue
in Bandon on each first Friday and Clonakilty on the
third Wednesday. Plans are in the pipeline to have
quarterly coffee mornings and/or lunch at Bantry and
Macroom in 2019.
Next summer’s trip to Ballina/Killaloe takes place
on 20 and 21 May 2019 at The Lakeside Hotel and
Leisure Centre. Enquiries to John at 087-3288367.
September Break: The Ashe Hotel in Tralee was
our destination for our 2018 September Break. We
booked it through Select Hotels of Ireland Group. The
deal included a luxury Cronin’s coach to pick us up
in three different towns, transport us around Kerry for
three days, and return us home. We had two nights
B&B plus two dinners. All for an unbelievable €159
(pps). Such deals are available for all our members, if
organised. We set off on Wednesday 18 September.
Our first stop was the Lartigue Monorail and
Museum in Listowel. The monorail, invented by
Frenchman Lartigue, ran for many years between
Listowel and Ballybunnion. It had a single rail at a
height of three feet. The carriages hung from the
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rail, like saddlebags on a horse, with the passengers
faced out. Consequently, it was imperative that
passengers were equally divided, weight wise, to both
sides. Similarly, the engine had a boiler on each side
to maintain balance.
A modern version of the train, run on diesel, has
been built and we had a pleasant short journey on
it. The museum and historical film footage was also
very interesting. The place is run by enthusiastic
volunteers. One of the volunteers heard someone
mention the name of one of our group, Kevin
Donnelly. He cocked his ear and asked some
questions.
We all then witnessed the happy reunion of two
members of the All-Ireland winning Kerry minor
football team of 1963. Half-forward Kevin Donnelly
from Waterville and corner-back Tony Behan from
Ardfert. They had not met in fifty five years, but the
casual mention of a name rectified that. Lartigue
Monorail and Museum is recommended.
Onto Tralee to check-in. After dinner we went
to Sīamsa Tīre. What a show. The several minute
standing ovation at the end tells all. People from
many countries were in attendance and strangers
spoke to strangers.
The topic of conversation was the magnificent display
of Irish music and heritage
which they had been
privileged to witness. Irish chests were swelling with
pride when non-nationals commented glowingly on
the performance. Go to see it sometime.
Thursday 20 September was wet and miserable
as we headed to The Blasket Experience at Slea
Head. After a coffee break we went to the theatre
to view an excellently made film about life on the
Blaskets. A couple of hours went very quickly viewing
the multitude of exhibits on display. The general
consensus was ‘a brilliant place’.
After lunch in Dingle we headed back to Tralee.
After dinner we were allocated a private area to hold
our sing-song. We were joined by four members of
the Tralee Branch, including Paddy Prendergast who
was on the Mayo team that won the senior All-Ireland
in 1951. When he was introduced people were busy
doing their sums. He looks remarkably fit and healthy
for his years and we wish him many more. We were
delighted to have the local members in our company
and they contributed greatly to our merriment.
After breakfast Friday morning everyone did their
own thing. Shopping had to be done and I don’t
mean the groceries. A number of us visited the Kerry
County Museum. A very interesting place, particularly
the constructed streetscape depicting a street in
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the town a couple of centuries ago. The figures of
humans and animals were extremely well made and
were very lifelike. I would recommend it for both
adult and child.
In mid-afternoon we departed Tralee for home,
with a stopover at the Abbey Hotel in Ballyvourney
for dinner. This is our second time dining there
and we were again delighted with our choice of
restaurant. Another beautiful meal and no delay in
service, despite the fact that another large group
were dining there. Put it on your list of places to eat.
Back on the road and we were all home at a
reasonable time, after another very successful and
enjoyable outing. We’re now looking forward to
two nights in Lakesida Hotel and Leisure Centre,
Killaloe, next May. Some deposits have already been
received. Care to join us? You’d be very welcome!

Pictured (l-r): GSRMA members Tony Behan and Kevin
Donnelly meet up after 55 years. (Photo courtesy of Kevin
Donnelly)

DONEGAL SOUTH BRANCH
On 19 June 2018, a group of 25 from South Donegal
travelled to Bushmills and the Giants Causeway by bus.
We were entertained all the way by some members
telling valuable stories of bygone days of happenings
along the border.
On the way home we stopped off for a very welcome
meal in An Grianan Hotel. From there on we were
treated to a good old sing/song led by Donna and Joe
Joyce. A most enjoyable day was had by all with calls
for further outings in the future.
Our next social night took place on Wednesday 19
September for a cabaret and a meal for the fourth year
in a row at Harvey’s Point Hotel. It was well attended
and enjoyed by all. This is usually a night not to be
missed.
Peter Conlon, Mary Conlon, Kathleen Lawless and Ann Davey at
Bushmills Distillery.

Donna Joyce, Ann Davey, Michael McNicholas, Margaret
McNicholas, Joe Joyce, John McBride and Breege Connor at
Giants Causeway.

Ann Davey, Joan Calpin, Tom Calpin, John Kennedy and
Peg Kennedy at Giants Causeway.
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DROGHEDA BRANCH

Drogheda Branch members pictured at the Cooley Mountains and Carlingford:

Dan McCann, Padraic Tansey, Joe Delaney, Mary Delaney, Paddy Dolan,
Matt Downey, Phyllis and Pat Curtin, Cyril Maguire, Margaret Dolan and
Brendan Cunnane.

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH
Congratulations to Brian Fenton on being awarded the
GAA/GPA Footballer of the Year. He is son of branch
member Brian Fenton. Best wishes to the Fenton
family on Brian’s award.
Congratulations also to our Employee Assistance
Officer, Garda Cormac Ryan on his recent promotion
to rank of Sergeant and his transfer to Pearse St
Station. We wish him every success in his new role
and thank him for his assistance and support to our
branch and its members over the past years. We
welcome his successor, Garda Sandra Flood and look
forward to the same excellent working relationship
with her.
Our Annual Christmas lunch will have taken place
before these notes appear. It is hoped that those
who attended enjoyed the afternoon festivities. And
we look forward to meeting as many of you at our
AGM in the Skylon Hotel on Tuesday 26 February
2019 at 11am. Hopefully, some outings and trips can
be organised in the springtime, so your suggestions
would be appreciated.

Brigid Hannigan and Mary Cottrell relax in
Carlingford, Co. Louth. (Photos courtesy of
Brendan Cunnane, Drogheda Branch)

Wishing all our members, spouses, families and
widows a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas as
well as every good wish for 2019. Those of you, or
your families who are in hospital or otherwise unwell
are especially remembered at this time. Neither have
we forgotten those members of our branch and their
relatives who died during the past year.
Special thanks is due to one of our senior
members, Hugh Byrne. Hugh has been a tireless
campaigner for the restoration and protection
of pension rights. He has tracked the figures
involved with great diligence. His research shows
the enormous amount of money which WE have
contributed to the National Recovery.
This fact is often forgotten. His latest research
has been presented to the Alliance of Retired
Public Servants (ARPS) by John O’Brien with a
view to having this research carried out on a cross
association basis. Joe Dirwan has been elected ViceChairman of the Alliance, so shoulders to the wheel
for himself and John!

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH
On a lovely Saturday afternoon in mid-September, a
large number of branch members attended the Annual
Remembrance Ceremony organised by the Harp
Society, in memory of the deceased members of the
RIC/DMP/An Garda Síochána and RUC-PSNI. It was a
beautiful ceremony in remembrance of a forgotten group
of RIC/DMP in the context of Irish History.
Branch members enjoyed a beautiful and enjoyable
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trip to Killarney, organised by the GSRMA Social
Committee in early September. I have been advised that
what happened in Killarney stayed in Killarney! Now that
they have the travel bug, it’s onwards to Ennistymon in
November 2018 and forward planning for Westport in
2019.
With the recent Open Day at the new Garda Station
at Kevin Street – the new building is in some contrast to
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the old station. As the old station had very poor signage
– the new station has the largest GARDA sign of any
Garda Building in the State. A large number of branch
members attended the Open Day where war stories
were shared.
One story related to a senior member (now
deceased), who arrived at the old station, with a male
prisoner under arrest. The Station Sergeant (now
deceased) inquired into the history of the arrest. The
arresting member, not too familiar with the finer point
of the legislation, took a moment to reflect. The Station

Sergeant stated “Breach of the Peace”, to which the
member replied “That is right, talking when he should
have been listening”.
By the time this edition is published, the Christmas
lunch will have taken place on 6 December 2018. The
Branch AGM will take place at the Spawell Complex
on Thursday 21 March 2019 at 10am. On behalf of the
Branch Committee, may we wish all branch members
and their families, a very Happy Christmas and good
health and happiness into 2019.

DUNGARVAN BRANCH
Thursday 27 September was one of those beautiful
and sunny autumnal mornings, when glitterality ruled
the waves around the seaside town of Dungarvan.
In the diamond setting of Dungarvan Golf Club the
branch held a coffee morning to raise some hospice
funds.
Arranged by Pat Norris, the event had a great
attendance, and all very generously donated.
Everyone was in good spirits, and all enjoyed the
break. Some brought friends along, and they were
made very welcome. The gathering is a wonderful
tonic for all. The mind reset and updated, the coffee
morning was worth its weight in ‘Gold Blend’!
DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH
On Wednesday 12 September a group of Dun
Laoghaire branch members set out on their annual
day trip visiting the Boyne Valley Co Meath. The trip
was one of a number of social events organised by the
branch committee for 2018.
Our meeting point was at Bakers Corner and with
everybody on board our luxury coach we departed
in glorious sunshine for the Historical Valley in
Ireland’s Ancient East. Our first stop was the Boyne
Visitor Centre where we enjoyed tea coffee and light
refreshments in the tea rooms located in the walled
Victorian gardens.
After everybody had an opportunity to relax, it
was time to begin our guided tour of the Battle of the
Boyne Experience on the site where William of Orange
defeated King James to retain the English crown in
1690. Our guide did an excellent job in explaining the
history of the largest battle of the Jacobite era. A laser
display map of the battle together with other artefacts
showing uniforms, weapons, and a short film brought it
all to life.
Following our tour, we headed to Slane Castle for
lunch in the Castle’s Gandon Room Restaurant. After
lunch the group were given a guided tour of the Castle.
It began with a very entertaining introduction video by
the man himself Henry Mountcharles outlining its

Dun Laoghaire Branch members pictured at the Battle of the
Boyne Visitor Centre.

Jo Butler, Maura Anders and Jim Guihen check out the red
carpet on arrival at Dunboyne Castle Hotel, while Branch
Treasurer Mick Troy gives a helping hand.
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history from King George to the rock concerts that made
the castle famous in more recent times.
Diana our tour guide was very knowledgeable and
she really made our visit special knowing that some
of the group would have worked here at some of the
famous events that took place. We completed our visit
to the Castle with a tour of the recently opened state of
the art Slane Distillery. At the end we were taken to the
tasting room where we were taught how to savour the
smell and taste the new brand of Slane Whiskey.
Having completed our visit to the Boyne Valley,
the sun was still shining, and it was time to depart for
Dunboyne Castle Hotel were we received the red carpet
treatment followed by a very enjoyable four course
dinner. We left Dunboyne in good spirits, returning
to our meeting point on schedule at 9.30pm with all
in agreement that our trip to the Boyne Valley in the
Ancient East was a very enjoyable experience. Many
thanks to everybody for taking part and supporting this
sociable event.
FERMOY BRANCH
Fermoy and Mallow branch members’ eagerly
anticipated annual outing finally arrived on the morning
of 4 September, when a total of 32 departed from
Mallow and Fermoy, en route to the Hodson Bay Hotel
in Athlone in the beautiful midlands.
We travelled through three counties before reaching
our first stop which was the beautiful and scenic
Kinnity Castle, located at the foot of the Slieve Bloom
Mountains. The Secretary, Joe who is a native of the
Faithful county, provided his knowledge as tour guide
and all on board were amazed with county Offaly and
were wondering why they had not visited before.
After refreshments, ablutions and a tour of Kinnitty
Castle, the group headed for the town of Birr Castle
where a guided tour had been arranged. Our group
photograph shows the famous telescope in the
background, this location is a worldwide tourist attraction
and all were impressed with the castle, gardens and
informative centre. It would have been a disaster if a

Former Branch Chairman Paul Sharpe with his wife Pat outside
Dunboyne Castle Hotel.

Mass for deceased members of the ‘F’ District at the
Boylan Centre Dun Laoghaire on Sunday 6 January
2019 at 7.30pm. For further information contact
Eamon Hession (Secretary) on 085-2320747 or email
eamonhession@hotmail.co.uk

Fermoy Branch Chair Hugh Collins .

local tavern was not visited and now owned by a man,
whom our secretary went to school with over 40 years
ago. What a great evening!
We then travelled to our hotel in Athlone for our
first night. You will recall the reference to the ‘Slosh’
dancing in Clonakilty last year? Well, D.D. Sullivan
[14103H] is getting better. He actually celebrated a
very important birthday together with another member,
Mary O’Driscoll, widow of an outstanding member of
An Garda Síochána, the late Dan O’Driscoll. These two
birthdays will never be forgotten by both. The first night
produced the usual number of songs, old tales and
matters pertaining to Garda service.
On the second day we all travelled north for a tour of
the Arigna Coal mines, which was well worth the money
and other branches should take note. We took our time
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on the way back and stopped in Carrick-on-Shannon for
some sightseeing etc.
Our second night in the Hodson Bay continued with
some music, song, yarns etc. On our last day some
time was spent in Athlone town, where we visited all the
usual tourist attractions, including the oldest pub in the
world.
We returned to Cork via Ferbane Co. Offaly and
there we reminded our member Mary O’Driscoll of
her husband Dan and his early days there as a young

Garda. In particular, how Dan took a young boy under
his wing and taught him the finer points of Gaelic
Football, this young boy grew up to be the legendary
Tony McTeague, a great Offaly footballer. Our last stop
was the Horse and Jockey for the evening meal, when
on conclusion we all returned home.
Thanks to the Mallow Branch for their participation
and the input of their Chairman and Secretary, Denis
O’Sullivan and Ann Liston. The last words were ‘where
are we going next year?

KILLARNEY BRANCH
At 10 am on 14 September 10 members of the
Killarney/Caherciveen branch set out from the car
park of the Church of the Resurrection, Park Road
Killarney for a tour of the Beara peninsula. This had
been planned for June, but, was deferred owing to
the Royal Visit to Killarney. Weather conditions were
excellent.
Our journey took us through Kilgarvan and onto
Kenmare, founded by Sir William Petty in the 1600s.
We then travelled westwards, along the coast passing
Dawros. It was here in 1645 that the Papal Legate,
Cardinal Rinuccini came ashore on his way to the
Confederation of Kilkenny. Then on to Lauragh where
we stopped off at the Dereen Gardens, which is
situated on 60 acres, with 7.5 miles of walkways. It
contains many tropical trees, shrubs, flowers as well
as plants from the Himalayas.
In 1657 it came into the ownership of the
Fitzmaurice family from Sir William Petty, who was
Cromwell’s physician. When the 5th Marquis of
Landsdowne succeeded in 1866 he built a summer
house here. We had mid- morning coffee break here
in very pleasant company and in surroundings only
dreamed of.
Shortly after moving on we crossed into Co. Cork
passing through the village of Ardgroom, and on to
Eyeries. Having enjoyed some spectacular scenery
we arrived at Allihies. It was here in 1812 that John
Puxley, a local landlord, commenced copper mining.
This thriving business lasted until 1838, employing
in excess of 1,000 people. Berehaven Mining,
which was formed in 1868, resumed work but it all
terminated in 1878 due to the lack of ore.
We then continued westwards to the Dursey
Sound, where the only cable car in Ireland,
established in 1969, operates to Dursey Island. This
is capable of taking 6 passengers. Small cattle,
i.e. sheep and calves can also be transported. The
splendid view at the Dursey cannot be expressed in
words – it has to be experiences.
The final view of the sunset at the end of the

millennium was from here. There was a monastic
settlement on the island during the 700s. In 1602 in
the aftermath of the battle of Kinsale(1601) British
forces followed O’Sullivan and his followers to the
island where they put 350 people to death by driving
them off cliffs. As a consequence the Chieftain Donal
Cam O’Sullivan Beara lead what was left of his army
north to O’Rourke of Leitrim and thus began the
“Flight of the Earls.
We returned via the fishing port of Castletownbere
on our way to Glengariffe, where an excellent meal
was served in Casey’s Hotel. On the final leg of our
journey we made a slight diversion to return via the
Top of Coom, the site of the highest pub in Ireland
(1,045ft or 645.06m).
This area of raw scenery is soon to be soon
punctuated with windmills. Then it was on through
the Gaeltacht area of Cul Aodh, an area renowned
for beekeepers, singers, storytellers and musicians.
We would like to express our appreciation to the
Garda Authorities for putting the community bus at
our disposal. A special thank you to our driver, Eilish
Cronin, (Jerry’s daughter) who pulled out all the stops
to make our day.

Pictured at Dursey sound (l-r): Eileen Lehane, Tommy
McDonnell, Maureen Fleming, Joan Casey, Eilish Cronin,
Jerry Cronin, John Fleming, Jim Casey, Jack McGrath and
Jerry McManus.
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LIMERICK CITY

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation for 20 years support to GSRMA to James O’Donnell by Pat
O’Boyle and to Senan O’Gorman by Pat CONNOLLY on 5 September.

James O’Donnell receiving certificate from Pat O’Boyle.

LONGFORD BRANCH
St Mel’s Cathedral in Longford is the Cathedral Church
of the diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise and the
parish Church of Longford. A catastrophic fire early on
Christmas morning in 2009 completely destroyed the
Cathedral, leaving behind nothing but its scorched walls.
Over the following five years it was fully restored and
re-opened to the public at Christmas 2014.
Wonderful skill and attention to detail coupled with
the best of modern Irish art have produced a 19th
Century structure with a 21st Century interior. For
anyone travelling through Longford it is a must to visit
this beautiful and sacred building. If you have a group
and require a guide, feel free to contact me and if
available, I would be only too glad to act as your guide,
free of charge.
Entrance to the Cathedral is, of course, also free.
Please allow approx. 45 minutes for the tour which is
subject to change depending on services on the day
such as funerals.
For details contact Jim Mc Donald, Longford Branch
Member and Volunteer Cathedral Guide on 0868312784.
Edgeworth Heritage Trail
Edgeworthstown, in County Longford is located at the
intersection of the N55/N4, it takes its name from the
Edgeworth family who first came to Ireland in 1619.
While the family had a castle in Cranley and Richard
Edgeworth built The Manor house in the 1720s it wasn’t
until Richard Lovell and his family settled in the area in

Senan O’Gorman receiving certificate from Pat Connolly.

the late 18th century that the family connection to the
area strengthened.
Richard Lovell Edgeworth and his daughter Maria
were pioneers in the field of education; Richard Lovell
was an engineer and inventor, and a landlord who
wished to improve the lot of his tenants. Maria was a
noted author, educator and prolific letter writer. Michael
Pakenham Edgeworth was a civil servant and amateur
botanist based in India who frequently sent home rare
seeds and plants to his sister to grow in the wall garden
of the house.
William Edgeworth was an engineer and
cartographer who mapped County Longford in 1813.
Francis Ysidro was a noted economist, whose economic
theories are widely taught today. It wasn’t
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just the immediate family who are associated with the
town; William Wordsworth, Walter Scott and Charles
Babbage were all visitors. Noted physicist William
Rowan Hamilton was a correspondent and visitor to
Edgeworthstown.
Oliver Goldsmith received his early education in the
town before entering Trinity College Dublin. Isola Wilde,
sister of Oscar, was living in the town at the time of her
death and is now interred there. The Abbe Edgeworth
was born in Edgeworthstown, lived in France and had
close ties to the Royal family, accompanying King Louis
XVI to his execution during the French Revolution.
The Edgeworth Society has devoted itself to
preserving and promoting this history, a history well
known to academics but less well known among the
general public. They have developed the Heritage

Trail which tells the story of this remarkable family and
the town’s historical connections. The trail takes in a
restored walled garden, historical buildings and one of
the oldest National school buildings in Ireland.
Visitors can follow in the footsteps of Maria
Edgeworth, Oscar Wilde, Walter Scott, Oliver Goldsmith
and others by taking a guided tour of the town. Booking
is essential. The cost is €5 per head for a group of 20 or
more.
Other rates are available on request. Tours take
between 90 and 120 minutes. Dress for the weather.
Wheelchairs can be accommodated at most stops on
the tour. You can reach us at http://edgeworthstown.net/
contact/; email edgeworthsociety@eircom.net or phone
043-6671801 (9am-5pm GMT Mon-Fri only).

MONAGHAN BRANCH

On Wednesday 14 November Monaghan Branch held
an annual mass in memory of deceased members
followed by dinner. Over 60 people attended what was a
very successful and enjoyable evening at the Gleencarn
Hotel Castleblayney Co. Monaghan.

Celebrant Fr Stephen Joyce and congregation.

GSRMA Members at the after mass dinner.

MULLINGAR BRANCH
Tour of Northern Ireland 2018 On Tuesday 28
August 2018, a group of members and friends
departed the Mullingar Park Hotel at 9.30am on our
annual outing. Our venue this year was the Armagh
City Hotel. First stop was in Drogheda at Westcourt
Hotel for tea or coffee. We visited the church and
prayed at the Shrine of St Oliver Plunkett and then
visited Millmount Tower Museum. From there we went
on to Termonfeckin and to Foige Fields Shop and
Restaurant. After a light lunch we visited Beaulien
House and arrived in Armagh at 6pm.
On Day 2 we travelled to the Giants Causeway.
Some of us had been there years ago and were
amazed at the huge improvements for visitors. We

also visited Bushmills Distillery. After that we were
brought on a tour of the Glens of Antrim and the Coast
Road where we enjoyed the beautiful scenery. We
returned to our hotel for dinner at 7.30pm.
On the next day we headed for County Down.
We travelled through Newry to Warrenpoint. We later
spent some time in Newcastle. On the way home we
stopped in Newry. On Friday morning we checked
out of the hotel and spent most of the day in Armagh,
visiting the Cathedrals and sightseeing. Armagh is a
very historical city and has some amazing buildings.
We left Armagh at 3p.m. and had an early dinner at
the Monasterboice Inn, then home to Mullingar.
We had a very enjoyable trip, four perfect days.
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The weather was great. The service in the
Armagh City Hotel was first class. The food
was excellent and they had music at night. We
had a wonderful driver in Martin who was very
knowledgeable about all the places we passed
through. All are looking forward to the next trip.
(Report compiled by Susan Finnerty)
New Year Resolution - Monthly Coffee Morning
The monthly coffee morning takes place at
the Annebrook House Hotel on the second
Wednesday of every month at 11am. So, come
along, meet retired colleagues and be assured
of an hour of good company. Looking forward to
seeing you all there in 2019.

Mullingar: A group of Mullingar Branch Members visited Millmount
Tower Museum, Drogheda on their recent trip to Northern Ireland.

OFFALY BRANCH
Pictured (l-r): Peter Kelly
Andy Ginty Noel Higgins
Willie O’Grady Gerry
Murray John Hopkins
and Mick Dalton –
retired members from
Tullamore on a recent
trip to Guinness Hop
Store in Dublin. You only
see the small measures.
I am reliably informed
that the pints came later.
(Photograph courtesy of
Mick Dalton)

ROSCOMMON BRANCH
On 6 June 2018 a group of hardy annuals
from the Roscommon Branch assembled
at Hannon Hotel and headed east along
the M4. The first stop was the Applegreen
Station for breakfast and coffee. We then
travelled to Kildare to the Irish National
Stud and the Japanese Gardens.
When we arrived we were met by a
lovely girl Ellen Mitchell from Williamstown,
Co. Galway. Ellen was our guide and what
she did not know about horses and the
yard was not worth knowing. Ellen told us
how Colonel William Hall Walker bought
this land in 1900 and set up a stud farm, it
was handed over to the Irish State around
1943.
She took us to the paddocks where
the living legends of the racing world were
grazing, such as Beef or Salmon,
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Kicking King, Hardy Eustace, Moscow Flyer and Rite of
Passages – all fantastic racing horses.
She took the group to the area where the semen is
extracted from the stallions and explained the procedure
in great detail, some of the group wore broad smiles
but it was soon turned to a grimace as she took us to
the veterinary stables and explained how the stallions
were gelded! We also met that famous stallion Invincible
Spirit, the fee for this guy to cover a mare is €120,000.
We then had a tour of the Japanese Gardens and
lunch at the restaurant. After lunch we headed towards
Blessington and Russborough House there we followed
in the footsteps of that infamous man from Holyfield

buildings in Rathmines the General. The only difference
was we went through the front gates by daylight and
paid an entrance fee, he came by night and travelled
through the fields in a 4x4 – and when he left he had six
Rubens on the back seat!
We had an inspiring tour of the house where our
guide explained all about the Paintings, Antiques,
Handcrafted furniture, Silver and Porcelain and an
amazing collection of Art. We finished off our tour with a
beautiful meal in the Bridge House Hotel in Tullamore,
thanks again to Danny and staff. This was a very
enjoyable day and we are all looking forward to next
year.

TRALEE BRANCH
On Sunday morning 4
November members of
Tralee Branch left for the
six-hour journey to the Titanic
Experience Centre Belfast
stopping for breakfast at exit
14 on the M7. Our numbers
were small but the experience
with those who travelled will
remain as one of our better
outings. The visit to the Titanic
Experience is worthwhile.
We returned to Dundalk and
stayed at the Carnbeg 4* Hotel
where we enjoyed a beautiful
Dinner and accommodation
where some enjoyed an early
swim before breakfast in the
pool. Some were hoarse from
singing.
Then down the road on our
return to Kerry we stopped at
Glasnevin Cemetery another
worthwhile visit and then to
Croke Park for our 1pm guided
tour. This tour brought us back
to the great games of AllIreland glory especially for the
two Kerry men in the group and
bragging rights, which some
found it hard to take especially
the four Cork men.
Some got the chance to
hold the replica of SAM. We
continued our merry way to
Limerick where we stopped for
dinner and eventually returning
to Tralee around 9pm.

Pictured during the visit to Croke Park (l-r): Aidan Smith, Bill Corcoran, Tony Horgan
(behind cup) Moss Twomey, Michael Coote, John Fitzgerald and Michael Queally.

Pictured (l-r): Michael Coote, Tony Horgan, Bill Corcoran, Michael Queally, Aidan
Smith, Moss Twomey and John Fitzgerald.
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WEXFORD BRANCH
Our branch activities took a bit of a knock with two
members passing away within days of each other and
another member’s daughter losing a long battle to hold
onto her life. After our best summer in years, some
stormy days meant that we had to cancel a few walking
tours. The usual large crowd attended the annual mass
for our colleagues Richie Nolan & Ambrose Fogarty who
lost their lives in a patrol car accident in 1999.
On 22 August we paid a visit to Ferns castle
and were greatly entertained by our tour guide and
former colleague Larry Smyth, while enjoying some
light refreshments afterwards. On 26 September we

travelled to John F. Kennedy Park for a very entertaining
mystery quiz among the trees from many countries.
Another former colleague was one of our guides and
with two of his team they provided us with a quiz of the
various trees and shrubs.
After a snack in the centres restaurant, we made our
way up to the top of nearby Sliabh Coillte and enjoyed
some fantastic scenery, including a view of what will
be the longest bridge in the country joining Wexford to
Kilkenny over the Barrow Estuary and also bordering
Waterford.

Group arrive at the castle.

Winners John Coady and Jim Redmond with the guides.

Group pictured at the interpretive centre.

Members of the group at top Sliabh Coillte.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed
of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see
included in the future, contact the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8;
e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.
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GSRMA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 2019
REGION

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER

DUBLIN

DUBLIN

DUBLIN

DUBLIN

BRANCH

BALLINA

CASTLEBAR

CAVAN

DONEGAL NORTH

DONEGAL SOUTH

GALWAY

MONAGHAN

ROSCOMMON

SLIGO

TUAM

DUBLIN NORTH

DUBLIN SOUTH

DUBLIN WEST

DUNLAOGHAIRE

AGM Date

13-Mar

12-Mar

21-Feb

28-Feb

27-Feb

22-Feb

20-Feb

20-Mar

05-Feb

25-Feb

26-Feb

21-Mar

12-Feb

05-Mar

LEINSTER

ATHLONE

12-Feb

LEINSTER

ATHY

26-Feb

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

BRAY

CARLOW

DROGHEDA

DUNDALK

KILDARE NORTH

KILKENNY

LONGFORD

05-Mar

12-Mar

06-Mar

12-Feb

06-Feb

25-Jan

07-Mar

TIME

8pm

8pm

8pm

7pm

8pm

6.15pm

3pm

8pm

8pm

11am

11am

10am

7.30pm

3.30pm

8pm

11am

8pm

8pm

8pm

8pm

MULLINGAR

13-Mar

11am

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

MUNSTER

LAOIS

WEXFORD

WICKLOW

CLARE

CLONMEL

CORK

CORK WEST

DUNGARVAN

FERMOY

KILLARNEY

28-Feb

29-Jan

14-Mar

06-Feb

14-Mar

23-Mar

26-Mar

13-Mar

12-Feb

27-Feb

04-Feb

LIMERICK

21-Jan

MALLOW

21-Feb

LIMERICK COUNTY 01-Mar

NENAGH

TEMPLEMORE

THURLES

TRALEE

WATERFORD

11-Feb

20-Feb

28-Mar

05-Feb

11-Feb

Iontas, Castleblaney

Hannons Hotel Roscommon

The Embassy Rooms

Ard na Rí Milltown Road Tuam

Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra Dublin 7

Spawell Complex Templeogue Dublin 6W

Westmanstown Garda Centre

Cuan Mhuire Athy

LEINSTER

OFFALY

Salthill Hotel - Mass & AGM

7.30pm

7pm

LEINSTER

Arena 7 Letterkenny

Abbey Hotel Donegal Town

11.30am Shamrock Lodge Hotel Athlone
Annual Mass before AGM

21-Feb

26-Feb

Farnham Arms Hotel

Bakers Corner

MEATH

NAAS

Merry Monk Ballina

Travelers Friend Hotel Castlebar

11am

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

VENUE

7.30pm

8pm

2.30pm

7.30pm

4pm

6pm

3pm

8pm

8pm

Harbour Bar, Bray

Garda Station

Monasterboice Inn, Sarsfield Room

Kennedy’s Bar Carrick Road Dundalk

Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth

St. Keiran’s College Kilkenny

Longford Arms Hotel

Delgan Park Navan
Followed by Annual Mass 8pm

Annebrook House Hotel Mullingar

Roystons Newbridge

Tullamore Garda Station

Portlaoise Parish Centre

Riversidepark Hotel, Enniscorthy

Wicklow Golf Club

Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis

Hearne’s Hotel Clonmel

Rochestown Park Hotel Cork

The Parkaway Hotel, Dunmanway

11.30am Park Hotel, Dungarvan

11am

7pm

8pm

11am

8pm

3pm

8pm

8pm

8pm

8pm

Grand Hotel Fermoy		

Killarney Oaks Hotel

Strand Hotel, Limerick

Rathkeale House Hotel 		

O’Keeffe’s (Back Lounge) Mallow

The Abbey Court Hotel

Templemore Arms Hotel

St. Vincents Day Centre Parnell Street Thurles

Meadowlands, Tralee		

Waterford Garda Station
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RULES ON
STATE PENSION
CONTRIBUTIONS
The National Pensions Framework 2010, published in
March 2010, set out the Government’s plans for reform of
the Irish pension system. Amongst the proposed reforms,
it outlined plans to introduce a Total Contributions’
Approach for the State Pension (Contributory), and autoenrolment for supplementary pensions, writes Paschal
Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

T

his policy was endorsed by a subsequent review of
the Irish pensions system published by the OECD in
2013. In February 2018, the Government published A
Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023, which focuses
on implementing policy reforms based on these earlier
documents.
This issue of ‘Relate’ describes current state pension
provision in Ireland and outlines the main changes to the
pension system set out in the Roadmap. It is intended
that these changes will be introduced between now and
2028.
State Pension (Contributory): At present, the State
Pension (Contributory) is payable at age 66 to people
who have enough social insurance contributions. It is not
means tested and you may still earn other income from
full-time or part-time work while receiving it.
You must have paid a certain average number of
contributions over the years since you first started to
pay social insurance contributions – this is called the
yearly average rule. If you retire before reaching 66, you
should ensure you continue to pay PRSI (pay-related social
insurance) contributions to maintain your entitlement to a
pension.
The current rules on social insurance contributions for
the purpose of determining eligibility for a State Pension
(Contributory) are complex. The basic rules are as follows.
To qualify for this Pension you must:
• Be aged 66 or over.
• Have paid enough Class A, E, F, G, H, N or S social
insurance contributions.

•
•

Have paid social insurance contributions before the
age of 56.
Have paid a certain average number of contributions
over the years since you first started to pay.

In more detail, these are the rules on the number
of contributions you must pay to qualify for a
maximum-rate pension:
• If you reached pension age before 6 April 2002,
you needed to have paid 156 qualifying full-rate
contributions. This was equivalent to three years’
contributions, not necessarily paid consecutively.
• If you reached pension age on or after 6 April 2002,
you needed to have paid 260 full-rate contributions –
equivalent to five years’ contributions, not necessarily
consecutive.
• If you reached pension age after 6 April 2012,
you must have paid 520 full-rate contributions –
equivalent to 10 years’ contributions – and must also
meet the ‘yearly average’ rule (see below).
• Of these 520 contributions, a certain number must
be compulsory paid contributions but some may be
voluntary contributions. (You can opt to pay voluntary
contributions if you have stopped making compulsory
PRSI payments because you are no longer an
employee or are self-employed.) The number of each
type required depends on when you started paying
them, as follows:
- If you started making voluntary contributions before
6 April 1997 and have made a yearly average of
20 such payments, then only 156 of your total 520
contributions must be compulsory paid contributions.
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•

- If you started making voluntary contributions on
or after 6 April 1997, then 260 of the 520 must be
compulsory paid contributions and the other 260
may be voluntary contributions.
If you get a social welfare payment or sign for credits,
you may get credited contributions. These will keep
your social insurance record up to date and so will
help you qualify for a full State pension.

Yearly Average: Your yearly average is calculated
by adding together the number of social insurance
contributions you pay (or are credited over your entire
working life), and dividing that number by the number of
years between when you first paid social insurance and
when you reach pension age. Yearly averages are grouped
into bands to avoid having too many different rates of
payment. Each band is directly linked to a specific weekly
rate of pension entitlement.
Changes were made to the rate band structure in
2000 and 2012:
• In 2000, a single rate band was introduced for people
who had paid a yearly average of between 20 and 47
contributions. They were all entitled to 98% of the
maximum State Pension (Contributory) rate. This band
amalgamated three previous bands (20-23 yearly
average contributions, paying 92% of maximum
pension; 24-35 contributions, paying 94%; and 36-47
contributions, paying 98%).
• In September 2012, the rate bands were revised
so that if you paid a yearly average of under 40
contributions, you received a lower rate of pension.
This represented a step towards a Total Contributions
Approach (see page 4) to pension entitlement, as
the changes introduced in 2000 had weakened the
‘contributory’ principle of State pension entitlement
by providing higher rates of pension entitlement
to people with lower levels of social insurance
contribution. For example, after September 2012
a person in the 30-39 rate band would receive
a payment of €214.20 – which was 90% of the
maximum rate of pension, whereas in 2000 they
would have got 98%.
However, the current yearly average approach where the
average is calculated over your entire working life leads
to an anomaly. The anomaly is that people who start
working later can qualify for full pensions but people who
stopped work, often to care for family, and therefore have
a gap, qualify for a lower pension even though they may
have the same number of contributions.
REFORM OF THE PENSION SYSTEM
A Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 details
specific measures to modernise the pension system. The
Roadmap contains six strands of action that aim to target

resources.
The six strands of action are:
1. Reform of the State pension, including a Total
Contributions Approach
2. Building retirement readiness – a new automatic
enrolment savings system
3. Improving governance and regulation – including
the transposition into Irish law of the EU Pensions
Directive, also known as IORP II
4. Measures to support the operation of defined benefit
schemes
5. Public service pensions reform
6. Supporting fuller working lives
Total Contributions Approach: A Total Contributions
Approach (TCA) will replace the current yearly average
approach for all new State Pension (Contributory)
applicants by 2020, though legislation will be required
before any changes come into effect.
The new TCA assesses your total contributions
paid, rather than your yearly average, to calculate your
entitlement to a pension. With TCA you qualify for a full
pension if you have 40 years of contributions.
The changes aim to ensure that all your social
insurance contributions, irrespective of when you paid
them, are taken into account when assessing your
entitlement to a pension. This will particularly benefit
people who spent time outside the workplace while
raising families or in caring roles.
The Minister for Employment Affairs and Social
Protection held a public consultation on the introduction
of a Total Contributions Approach between May and
September 2018. This consultation sought views on
the amount of contributions needed for a full-rate
State Pension (Contributory); the number of credited
contributions a person could use; the provision of home
caring periods; and whether there would be a ‘phase-in
period’ for the changes.
The Department is now analysing the views submitted.
After considering the submissions, officials will prepare
proposals for the Government on the specific design of
the new approach.
Interim arrangements for people who applied for
pensions after 1 September 2012: The Minister for
Employment Affairs and Social Protection announced
in January 2018 that the TCA option would be made
available to people who applied for a State Pension
(Contributory) after 1 September 2012 as an interim
measure, that is, before it is rolled out fully in 2020.
You will also be able to take advantage of the new
HomeCaring credit if appropriate. From 30 March 2018,
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social
Protection is recalculating these pensions under the new
Total Contributions Approach (TCA).
Under the TCA calculation model, HomeCaring credits
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will be available for up to 20 years of homemaking and
caring duties. Periods of caring for children up to age 12,
and for a person of any age who requires full-time care
and attention, may be included in this calculation under
similar rules to the Homemaker’s Scheme. Up to 10 years’
credited contributions are also available for other reasons.
There will be a cap of 20 years on the overall number of
credited contributions.
This new arrangement will benefit you if you applied
for a State Pension (Contributory) after 1 September 2012
and received a reduced rate because of gaps in social
insurance contributions when you spent time outside the
workplace raising your family or caring for someone.
The Department will write to you if you are eligible
for pension recalculation. You will be reassessed using
the new TCA calculation. However, you will not lose
out through reassessment, because the Department will
revert to the yearly average system if it gives you a larger
entitlement. If you qualify for an adjusted payment, it is
likely to be issued in early 2019, including any arrears due
from March 2018.
HomeCaring Credits: The Homemaker’s Scheme makes
it easier to qualify for a higher rate of State Pension
(Contributory) if you have taken time out of the workforce
for caring duties. The scheme, which applies to periods
from April 1994, allows the Department to disregard up
to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years old
or for other people requiring care and attention over that
age when calculating your yearly average for pension
purposes. This has the effect of increasing your yearly
average, which determines the rate of your pension.
Under the new TCA calculation model, you will be
able to supplement the social insurance contributions you
have paid over your working life with new HomeCaring
credited contributions. The current Homemaker’s Scheme
will no longer apply.
Like the Homemaker’s Scheme, HomeCaring credits
will be available for periods of up to 20 years spent
in homemaking and caring duties when looking after
children up to age 12 or other people of any age who
require full-time care and attention.
Unlike the HomeMaker’s Scheme, the new
HomeCaring credit is available for periods of time before
1994 as well as period after April 1994 not spent in
employment because of family or caring commitments.
What rate of payment will I receive under the
TCA? The total rate of payment depends on your paid
contributions, your HomeCaring credits and any other
credited contributions you have (for example, from
periods in receipt of Jobseeker’s Benefit).
Forty years’ contributions are required for a maximum
rate pension entitlement, but these do not all have to
be paid contributions. If you have less than 40 years’
contributions, you will receive a pro-rata payment. Your

specific entitlement will depend on a number of factors.
Changes to the State pension qualifying age
State pensions are currently payable at age 66. This
will increase to age 67 from 2021 and age 68 from 2028.
The Government has also stated that, over the long term,
increasing life expectancy will lead to an increase to the
qualifying pension age. However, there will be no further
increases in the State pension age before 2035, other
than those already provided for in 2021 and 2028.
Any changes to the State pension age after 2035
will be directly linked to regular assessments of life
expectancy, beginning in 2022. At least 13 years’ notice
will be given before the implementation of any planned
changes to the State pension age. It is expected that an
assessment of life expectancy will take place every five
years after implementing any such change.
The actuarial assessment of life expectancy in 2022 will
include a statistical review of the proportionality between
time spent in working life and time spent in retirement.
Full Comprehensive Document available to read on
the ‘Members Only Area’ of GSRMA website www.
gardaretired.com
NEW GSRMA/GRA DISCOUNT SCHEME
To qualify for this new scheme you must be a GSRMA
or GRA member, and ensure we have your registered
number. This scheme can only be accessed through
your unique registered number. I’m asking widows and
widowers, in particular, to ensure we have correct details.
Contact your local Branch Secretary with these details

or directly to GSRMA House (phone 01-4781525). Each
GSRMA member may bring three family or friends with
them into the scheme to avail of fantastic opportunities
and are all paid for as part of your upgraded membership.
So, pass the word on to those outside the fold. If
you’re not in you cannot participate.

To make an appointment to see Mary Farrell, GSRMA
Tax Consultant, or Kevin Kelly, GSRMA Social Welfare
Consultant, register your interest on info@gardaretired.
com or telephone 01-4781525.
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OCTOBER 2018 DRAW WINNERS
Congratulations to the winners of St Paul’s Garda Credit
Union ‘October 2018 Draw’:
Ford Mondeo: Deirdre O’Brien, Upper Cloghroe, Co. Cork
5 x €1,000 winners
• Barry Roche, Blackrock Garda Station, Co. Dublin
• Mrs Noreen Sheehy, Athea, Co. Limerick
• Denis Hegarty, Upper Glanmire, Co. Cork
• Leanne Harraghy, Westport Garda Station, Co. Mayo
• Deborah Gillespie, Tuam, Co. Galway

GSRMA WEBSITE QUARTERLY
WINNER
Congratulations to William Ryan
10458B (Dublin South Branch),
Rathfarnham Dublin 14 who has
won €50 as the GSRMA Website’s
Quarterly Winner for Winter. Rregister
as a ‘USER’ on www.gardaretired.
com and you too could be a winner!

FIVE CHRISTMAS DRAW WINNERS
Congratulations to Christmas Draw Winners, who each receive
€500:
• Michael Kennelly 20050G (Clare Branch), Miltown Malbay Co.
Clare
• Michael A Egan 16873D (Athlone Branch), Ballinasloe Co. Galway
• Joseph D Curran 13080L (Dublin West Branch), Finglas Dublin 11
• Daniel J. Redmond 18897B (Wexford Branch), Wexford
• James Kearins 19974E (Sligo/Leitrim Branch), Ballymote, Co. Sligo
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Letters to the
Editor
The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

BREAKING THE LINK BETWEEN PAY-PENSION PARITY
Dear Editor,
Are retired members of the Garda Síochána about to find out
that there is no greater fraud than a promise not kept when,
after 2020, future increases in their pensions will be linked
solely to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and, not to the long
established principle of serving members’ pay (Pay-Pension
Parity)?
By way of background the Garda Síochána Pension and
Superannuation Scheme (with some modification) pre-dates
the setting up of the Force and dates back to Constabulary
(Ireland) Act 1908, which provided the basis for the current
arrangement.
The Ross Commission 1920 ensured that all ranks could
retire after 25 years on one half times pensionable pay, and
after 30 years to two-thirds final salary. The terms were
changed by agreement in 1951 to 30 years’ service retiring on
half pay and one-and-a-half times the final salary for gratuity;
these are the conditions applicable to all Gardaí recruited up
to 2013.
Thereafter, a new Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme)
and other Provisions Act, 2012 were introduced for new
entrants. Pensions under the new arrangements are based on
career averages and not on final salary and future pension
increases linked to the CPI. The Garda Síochána Pay Order
Act 1925, extended pension arrangements to Widows and
Orphans; similar terms were not introduced across to the
wider public service until the 1960/70s.
Increases in our pension up to now was always linked to
the salary of serving members’ (pay-pension parity) and it was
under this arrangement serving members’ made contributions
to their pensions with the expectation on retirement that their
pension would continue to be linked to the salaries of serving
colleagues.
After 1 January 2021, all of this could change dramatically,
when the Minister for Finance, through enabling legislation,
sneaked in under Section 47 of Public Service Pensions
(Single Scheme) and other Provisions Act, 2012, has the
sole authority to substitute the existing (our) public service
pension scheme – the parity-based pension schemes – to a
pension scheme based solely on the Consumer Price Index
(CPI).
If this happens, it will be a disaster for retired gardai,
as CPI was never intended as a measure of the true cost of
inflation. Measuring only changes in the prices of some

consumer goods and services, the CPI fails to capture the full
burden of direct taxation, indirect taxation, and the regular
increases levied on household commodities through stealth
tax and the knock-on-effects these increases has on disposable
income.
Proceeding with measures that abandons the inclusion of
these factors will undermine our ability to sustain a reasonable
and expected standard of living. A further cause of concern
is the legislators in both Houses of the Oireachtas drafted the
law in such a manner that it allows an exemption from the
provisions applicable under Section 47 (CPI) to politicians,
judges, Attorney General, Controller and Auditor General,
and to those who fall under other designated post holders.
In short, these people will continue to have a preferential
pension to all other retired public sector employees.
This does not inspire confidence with me that the minister
(who has the privilege of a preferential TD’s and Ministerial
Pension) will have the right incentives and interest in
protecting the existing pay-pension parity link. His actions
to date demonstrates a lack of goodwill, particularly his
lethargic approach to honour the first payment due under
PSSA to retirees post 29th February 2012 to the 1st of January
2017 and to pass on to retired members’ the benefit of the
substantial pay increases awarded to serving members’ in
2017.
Acquiescing to the implementation of the above enabling
legislation will ensure that pensions will be frozen in time
with no positive indication of an improvements in the future.
The relative standard of living that retired gardai and widows
enjoy compared those who are serving will fall and over time
and will not meet our legitimate expectation of maintaining
parity after retirement.
The implementation of section 47 ( CPI to Pensions) has
only been deferred during the lifetime of the Public Service
Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018 to 2020, thereafter, there
is no certainty around future pensions increases. GSRMA
members’ cannot continue to rely on the ‘foot soldiers’ – our
serving colleagues – alone to defend our standard of living
and wellbeing. Retired members’ must be play active part in
this fight.
Pay-Pension Parity was given statutory effect by means of
regulations on under Section 29(2) of the Pension Increase
Act 1964 and while it is the prerogative of government to
change the law, what they cannot do is remove legitimate
expectation built up over many years.
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Nor in my view, can the government break a contract
entered into by employees that guaranteed pay-pension
parity on retirement. Now is not the time to hoist the white
flag (as some commentators would want us to do) but
instead GSRMA must get legal advice to see if this enabling
legislation can be challenged.
The public sector unions and staff associations continue to
do a good job in protecting pay-pension parity. However, as
this powerhouse may not be always available, other options
must now be explored including seeking separate consultative

rights with the Department of Finance and forging stronger
links with the Garda representatives associations.
Otherwise Garda pensions will be seriously devalued over
the coming years at a time when there is increases (rightly so)
in the pay of workers in both public and private sectors and
the cost of living continues to increase.
Yours sincerely,

Joe Dirwan, Chairman, Monaghan Branch

A SENSE OF LAWLESSNESS HARD TO TRUMP
Dear Editor,
US PRESIDENT’S
PERFORMANCE!
I listened to the harrowing story on RTÉ where the Lord
Mayor of Galway Niall McNelis intervened in an assault
by a man on a woman in the city centre. While he took
decisive steps to intervene and save the woman from
further assault, the watching jackals used their phones
and filmed the event.
What type of society have we become when we can
watch a woman being assaulted, by a coward, and not
intervene but rather use our iPhones to film it? Is this the
type of ‘responsible’ society we’ve become?
If we’re not using our iPhones, we’re using Facebook
or Twitter to vent our anger at everything and everyone
from afar even if it based on half-truths or downright lies.
I don’t or won’t advocate vigilantism where groups of
malcontents with an agenda seek to intimidate or threaten
or bully others because of their own inadequacies.
What has happened to the principles of our democracy,
where law and order, and the protection of human rights
of the most vulnerable, fairness and equality were our
cornerstones?
Yours,
Christy Galligan, GSRMA Donegal North Branch
(This is a copy of the letter as published in The Irish
Times, September 2018)

Dear Editor,
I am delighted to see that readers’ ‘Letters to the Editor’
are being published more frequently, which make for more
interesting reading. I was a regular contributor to the ‘Sunday
Independent’ where I always took the side of the Gardaí
in various disputes, and indeed was awarded ‘Letter of the
Week’ on three occasions.
However, since the election of Mr Trump, none of my
letters have been published. I think he has the making of one
of the best presidents ever, but the biased media, both here
and in the US, have never forgiven him for being elected and,
of course, he told them a few home truths also.
Should he not put the welfare of his own country first? He
put manners on Rocket man also, but did not get one word
of praise for that. Everybody knows why he tries to seal off
the borders to his own country, and if people are honest, they
know it’s not the Irish that he wants to deport. So, why the
fuss?
Now they are ranting about his morals. Why was there
never a word about that serial fornicator whom we idolised in
this country just a few years ago, but then he was one of our
own? At least he is doing his best for his country despite the
best efforts of his detractors.
Obama did nothing while in power, as rocket men treated
him with contempt. The economic improvement in America
should stand him in good stead at the next election, if the
bloodhounds don’t get him first.
Yours,
John N. Barry, GSRMA Dublin North
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THE MACUSHLA BALLROOM ERA
Dear Editor
I am always delighted to receive ‘SIOCHAIN’ and as a retired
member it brings me up to date as to how the associations
are progressing. The letter by Nick Cunningham in the
Autumn 2018 edition brings to mind the events regarding the
Macushla Ballroom era.
I joined in 1959 (October) and assigned to Store Street
on completion of training. My duties mainly entailed relief
point duty on the Pillar, Grey Statue and O’Connell Bridge.
During my breaks I would go to the CIE restaurant at the
back of Clery’s store. I got to know many bus drives and bus
conductors.
In 1960 pay and conditions were not great. I decided
with others from Store St/Fitzgibbon St to do something. I
mentioned of our intention to have a ‘go-slow’ to our good
friend’s bus drives and conductors. They said that they would
be delighted to help and would respond in any way possible
such as slowing down the movement of traffic etc.
The big day came and we had a great turn out. It was held
at the Macushla Ballroom Which I knew well. Supt Tim
O’Brien of Store Street was there at the front door. He was
accompanied by plain clothes men who made every effort to
identify us as we entered.
The members made their way into the ballroom. As we
approached the bandstand (which was very small) a number
of members jumped onto the stage (11in all). It would not
accommodate many more.
As proceedings were about to start the superintendent said
he was “saddened” that he was obliged to carry out orders
by the Dept of Justice regarding the illegal gathering. Jack
Marrinan started our meeting. Immediately a person shouted
from the balcony above saying “I will give ya any help I
possible can”.
He was identified as the ‘Dublin Bay Loftus’ TD. Jack told

him he was grateful for his intentions but he did not wish
politicians to be involved. The meeting continued – there was
an eclectic atmosphere around the hall.
Several months on I was informed by the Superintendent’s
Office at Store Street that I was to transfer to Sneem, Co.
Kerry. On arrival at Sneem Garda Station, the Sergeant told
me he had no notice of me coming and could not let me in.
He showed me a house where I might get a bed for the night.
He thought it was a joke at the outset.
He rang head office next morning to confirm the transfer.
After a few days the Chief Superintendent called to see
what type of character I was. He mentioned my association
with the GRA. Later I got friendly with an inspector who
did inspections. He come from my relations area in County
Limerick, and told me the Chief Supt was concerned about
the MacClushla and my interest in the GRA.
Now it is time for me to pay my gratitude to the following
people:
1. Supt Tim O’Brien, Store St (a pure gentleman and fine
officer)
2. Sgt Paddy Reidy, Sneem (a pure gentleman and fine
officer) still hale and hearty
3. Inspector Jack Nolan, Caherciveen
4. The Great Kerry People
5. The People of Dublin – who wished us well in our
endeavours
6. And more especially the bus drives/bus conductors in the
inner city who played a big part in bringing success to
our endeavours.
Yours sincerely,

Michael F Kennedy, Tralee Branch
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Letters to the
Editor
The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA IN 1960
Dear Editor

I was interested in that very well constructed letter of Nick
Cunningham where he set out what we came to call the
‘Macushla Era’. Men and women were not afraid to make a
stand for fellow members. In the end of the day they were
successful. I was a young garda at the time. I remember
atmosphere prevalent at the time.
In district headquarter stations Barrack Orderly (BO) later
to become Station Orderly (SO) was a duty of 24 hours. The
following day (ex SO) the member had to perform 4 hours
duty. In addition to 30 days annual leave a member could
qualify for 48 hours monthly leave. This however was not
a given as the monthly leave could be refused due to the
exigencies of service. The monthly could only be granted to
well-conducted members.
The secretary of the GRA then was one Jack Marrinan who
was probably the most influential person who took that role.
He was instrumental in getting the Government to set up a
commission to examine the working conditions and pay of the
Gardaí.
Former High Court Judge Conroy was entrusted with this
task. He travelled the country to investigate the situation for
himself. Some months before his appointment the English
police had a review of their services. They were given an
increase in salary and improved working conditions, Judge
Conroy spent some time in England and studying the situation

there.
When he produced his report – in book form – the rank
and file members were delighted while some people in the
upper ranks felt that it would be impossible to implement.
This report was always affectionately known as the Conroy
Commission report. Circa 1960 the police in New York
lodged a claim for 30% increase in their wages. They were
rebuffed when they submitted their claim.
The secretary of the police in New York at that time was an
Irishman. He was very militant. He gave two weeks’ notice
that in pursuit of their claim his members would work to rule
one day per week until his claim was resolved. The usual
smart comments were daily in the media.
On the first work to rule day every available member
reported for duty at 6 a.m. They stopped every motor vehicle
entering of driving in New York and checked these vehicles
from bumper to bumper. They brought New York to stop.
Most persons heading for work were late.
The media now went crazy and pleaded with the New
York Authorities to settle the claim immediately. It was
not necessary to have a second work to rule day, as all was
resolved.
Yours,
Pat Niland (Retired Sergeant),
Galway City Branch

2018 GSRMA Photo Competition Winners

Val McLoughlin, GSRMA Member Ballina
Branch. ‘Myself and Eddie discussing summer
2018 and the impending fodder shortage.’

Tony Fagan, GSRMA Member Wexford Branch. ‘It is
proof that we are prepared for a rare shower in the
sunny south-east, no matter about heatwaves.’
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE
OUTING TO CLARE
On 4 November a group of 99 members and friends travelled to The Falls Hotel in
Ennistymon, Co. Clare for a four-night break. As we gathered for dinner on our first
evening everyone was in high spirits and looking forward to a relaxing few days away.

T

he hotel is
extremely
comfortable with
stunning views
of the waterfall
and surrounding
countryside,
our meals were
excellent and the
service is very
efficient, we had
wonderful evening
entertainment and
everyone enjoyed
some nightly
dancing. There were
plenty of activities
on offer from aqua
aerobics, dance
classes, flower
arranging and
relaxation in the spa GSRMA members pictured during their visit to The Cliffs of Moher.
and leisure center.
On Tuesday many members travelled to Ennis for some
Touring through the rugged landscape of Clare we
shopping and sightseeing.
enjoyed the views of the Poulnabrone Dolman and as the
We were also delighted that some members from the
weather was clear we had views of Galway Bay and the
Clare Branch joined us for dinner on one of the evenings.
mountains in the distance.
Wednesday was much anticipated as we had organized a
A lunch break in the quaint village of Doolin was
mystery tour this was a well-kept secret with lots of wild
enjoyed by all and a highlight for many on the day were
guesses but we had something totally different planned
the spectacular waves around the coast.
and this added to the day.
No visit would be complete without a stop at The
We departed the hotel after a hearty breakfast and
Cliffs of Moher; these spectacular sea cliffs are about
although the morning was showery it did not dampen
14 kilometers in length and rise to 390 feet above the
our spirits. First stop was the Caherconnell sheepdog
Atlantic Ocean. A short break in Lahinch completed the
demonstrations – a total surprise and thoroughly enjoyed
day and as we returned to the hotel the consensus was a
by everyone as it is something that reminded us of the TV
thoroughly enjoyable mystery tour was a highlight of their
programme ‘One Man and His Dog’.
trip.
This was a lovely stop and we learned how the
The four nights seemed to fly past and on Thursday
sheepdog is an integral part of farming culture and of
morning sadly it was time to depart. As we made our
untold value when trying to move or direct sheep or cattle way towards home it was with lovely memories of a
across the open areas of the Karst Burren landscape. The
fantastic few days spent in good company, relaxed and
border collies were lovely but as one member remarked
rejuvenated. And once again everyone was looking
perhaps the sheep were well trained also.
forward to our next outing in January to Westport!
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SELECTION OF SPRING
BREAKS FOR 2019
GSRMA Social Committee has an excellent variety of outings for members to look forward
to next Spring 2019. So, we advise you to book your place early as our trips are becoming
more popular. If you require a single room please be advised all hotels give us a limited
number and, therefore, it is essential for early booking to avoid any disappointments.

January Outing to Westport
Back by popular demand we will once again make our
way to Westport on Monday 21 January, returning for a
four-night break to The Westport Woods Hotel. This trip
is exceptional value and includes dinner and B&B at a cost
of €205 per person, no single supplement but there is
limited availability.
Evening entertainment, cookery demonstrations, bingo,
indoor bowls, a Gala post -Christmas dinner, full leisure
facilities are just a few of the activities taking place. Once
again we will have our talent competition and our 2019
winner will receive a professional recording sponsored by
Penny Lane Recording Studios along with our perpetual
trophy.
So, get practicing this is a fantastic prize and we look
forward to welcoming members of all ages to participate.
This outing is great to break the January blues so book
your place and you will be assured of a lovely few days of
rest and relaxation.

Spring Break in Cork
On Sunday 10 March 2019 we will travel to Cork for a
Spring Break, staying at the four-star Midleton Park Hotel.
The four-night break will include dinner, B&B, evening
entertainment, in addition to two day tours to local
attractions and much more.
The cost is €270 per person sharing, while a single
supplement is €114 extra for the four nights. Full leisure
facilities are available at the hotel, which is in an excellent
location with easy access to the train station and local
attractions.

Scotland Coach Tour
On Wednesday 3 April 2019 we will depart for a coach
tour of Scotland, for five nights/six days staying in The
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glasgow. Pick-up will be from
Parnell Square, and we will then sail from Larne to
Cairnryan.

The cost is €630 per person sharing, and single
supplement of €30 per night will be limited to eight
rooms. This tour is excellent value as it includes five nights
dinner, B&B and daily coach tours, including a full day
tour to Edinburgh.
Visit the magnificent Loch Lomond and return to
Glasgow via The Trossocks. We will also visit Stirling with
its beautiful castle, and no visit to Scotland is complete
without a distillery tour. On this tour we will visit The
Famous Grouse while a visit Pearth is also on the agenda.
Early booking is essential as places are limited to 50.
Staged payments will be accepted by contacting JMG
Travel on 074-9135201 and quoting ‘GSRMA Scotland
Tour’. You can also book by contacting Marie Roche on
086-0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick 086-6080679 or Michael
O Riordan on 086-8177985.

Leinster Branches Gathering
Calling all members living in the Leinster area! Central
Committee members Marie Roche, Tom Miller and Joe
Ward have organised a get-together for members living in
the area for a social night and meet fellow members.
We have a fantastic deal for an overnight stay on
Tuesday 12 February 2019 at the Westgrove Hotel in
Clane, Co. Kildare, which includes dinner, B&B, music and
dancing plus a raffle, and costs €56 per person sharing.
Dinner is only €29pp. We also have vouchers for 10%
discount at Kildare Village.
Bookings must be made by 16 January by calling lo-call
1850-200-560 and quoting ‘GSRMA Leinster Gathering’.
There is limited availability so we advise you to book your
place and we look forward to meeting you there.

We look forward to meeting you and it is a great way
to meet fellow members from branches countrywide. To
book your place on any of our outings please call Marie
Roche on 086- 0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick on 0866080679 or Michael O Riordan on 086-8177985.
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SOUTH-WEST OUTING
TO THE KINGDOM
A group of 90 GSRMA members had the pleasure of taking part in a three-day trip to the
scenic spot of Killarney, arriving at the beautifully-situated Castlerosse Hotel and Holiday
Homes on Sunday 2 September 2018.

F

orty one of those attending arrived by train from
Dublin, and were brought by coach to the hotel from
Killarney Railway Station. They were just in time to see
the final minutes of the All-Ireland Football Final between
Dublin and Tyrone, which was a bonus for some!
Shortly after arrival, the guests were treated to a drinks
reception in the hotel at 6pm and were greeted there
by GSRMA President Matt Givens, who was assisted
by GSRMA Central Committee group leaders Frank
Fitzpatrick and Michael O Riordan.
This was followed by a sumptuous meal in the hotel
dining room, which boasts a truly outstanding panoramic
view of Killarney lakes, which would rival anywhere in the
world for natural scenic beauty.
The GSRMA guests were then treated to a very
enjoyable evening of entertainment, which include music,
dancing, singing and recitation, in the comfortable hall
dedicated for that purpose. There were many multitalented members within the group.
The following morning, after a an hearty breakfast,
a coach arrived at the hotel and picked up our first
contingent of patrons who were taken to the lakes of
Killarney and treated to an informative, interesting ,and
entertaining cruise of the lakes.
The very knowledgeable boat captain provided an
historical insight of the lakes dating back to the fifteenth
century together with an array of information and facts
relating the lakes, their fauna and flora, and particular
reference to the white tailed eagle project which is
flourishing there.
A second group of our attendees was brought to the
lakes later that day, and had the benefit of a similarly
enjoyable outing. Some of the two groups opted to
be left in Killarney, where they soaked up the pleasant
atmosphere.
There was an opportunity for others to explore the very
attractive surrounds of the Castlerosse Hotel on foot, and
there were reported sightings of red/sika deer, beautiful
walks, and woods enjoyed by all. Some of our group
availed of the excellent leisure cent e facilities at the
hotel, which were very much appreciated.
The hotel provided its usual excellent t quality, and
variety meals later that evening, which again was

followed by well received in- house entertainment.
On Tuesday 4 September, and still blessed with good
weather throughout our trip, we departed on two buses
at 10.30am beginning our tour of the Ring of Kerry. A
relevant t and running commentary was provided by our
bus drivers as we drove along scenery of immense quality.
Our first brief stop was at the Red Fox Inn adjoining
which is a Kerry Bog Village. From there we went on
to Killorglin of Puck goat fame, to Glenbeigh, and on
the Cahersiveen with appropriate commentary and
information throughout the journey.
We continued on to a restaurant, The Scariff Inn, with
stunning, panoramic views of the coastline/Atlantic ocean,
having passed through beautiful Waterville en route,
where we had a brief stop. After lunch we paid a visit to
the renowned viewing spot, Coomakista Pass.
Spurred on by the dulcet accordion tones there, some
of our group embarked on an Irish dancing spree to
renowned tunes such a Shoe the Donkey. While at the
location a local artist revealed that he was a former army
officer, and the proud son of Commandant Pat Quinlan of
Seige of Jadotville fame, who was celebrated nearby with
a memorial laid by former Taoiseach Enda Kenny TD.
‘The Ring’ tour continued on via Caherdaniel where
we stopped at the tidy town of Sneem. We viewed the
Charles De Gaulle stone, and effigy of the famous local
wrestler, Steve Crusher Casey, and indeed our former
departed colleague John Egan of Kerry football fame.
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After a refreshing stay in Sneem we continued on
coach was provided by the hotel, to convey Dublin-bound
through Molls Gap an on to Ladies View where we
guests to Killarney Train Station on Wednesday morning
savoured the outstanding view of Killarney Lakes from
at 10.30am. We all departed with fond memories, a little
our vantage point. Onwards then to Muckross House for
sadness, and good overall impressions of an outstanding
our final stop before returning to our hotel at 5.45pm
trip, endorsed by our travelers.
a little tired, but
having enjoyed a
very satisfying and
memorable day.
A better you, today
This was
followed by
yet another
outstanding
evening meal
in the hotel,
culminating in a
wonderful night’s
entertainment
of top qualitytruly memorable,
and thoroughly
enjoyed.
We are indebted
to the hotel staff
Be healthy this winter with
under the capable
direction of Joan,
Vitamin C, Manuka Honey,
for the terrific
effort that was
Echinacea and Probiotics.
made to make our
stay as good as it
was. They definitely
went the extra mile
for us, and was
much appreciated.
Accommodation
and facilities were
first class, and
transport services
arranged via the
hotel were very
efficient and user
friendly.
A total of five
celebration cakes
-four significant
anniversaries, and
one milestone
birthday, were
acknowledged
by GSRMA, and
presented during
this tour, over
the course of the
evening meals at
the hotel.
A departure

HELLO
WINTER
Defend Yourself Today!
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ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

RETURNING THE 10%
REBATE OF INTEREST
In keeping with the principle of Member Economic Participation, St Paul’s Garda Credit
Union proposes to return a 10% Rebate of Interest on all loans again this year.

M

ember Economic Participation is one of the cooperative principles on which St Paul’s Garda Credit
Union was founded. The distribution of surpluses among
members, in proportion to their usage of the credit union,
is what makes credit unions, as co-operatives, unique in
the world of financial institutions.
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union will return to you the
10% of the loan interest you paid on all loans from St
Paul’s during the year, just in time for Christmas! After
approval at the AGM the rebate will be lodged to your
shares. The 10% Rebate of Interest on all our loans
effectively reduced the APR of our loan rates as follows

cannot compare by
APR alone because
with PCP finance you
Share Covered Loan
3.9% (4.0% APR)
3.51% (3.6% APR)
are postponing paying
Mortgage-Housing Loan
4.0% (4.07% APR) 3.6% (3.66% APR)
a large portion of the
price of the car for a
Home Improvement Loan
4.25% (4.33% APR) 3.83% (3.9% APR)
number of years. Then,
Student Loan
4.75% (4.9% APR) 4.28% (4.4% APR)
at the end of the term
Car Loan
4.9% (5.0% APR)
4.41% (4.5% APR)
you could face penalties
and charges for not
Standard Rate Loan
7.75% (8.0% APR) 6.98% (7.2% APR)
meeting the acceptable
return
condition
of
the
car
or
exceeding
kilometres
Your family members can also avail of all our loan rates
allowed.
and services so if they are not already with us they should
If you buy your car with a car loan from St. Paul’s
join now and start benefiting.
you will be treated as a Cash buyer and can negotiate
real discounts and save yourself money. You can drive
Thinking of buying or leasing a new car?
the car as often as you like as we will not limit the
At this time of year car manufacturers advertise PCP
kilometres you clock up, and you can change or sell the
leasing finance rates to entice you to lease a car from
car whenever you choose because you own it.
them for typically three years. At the end of the term you
can buy out the lease, by paying the balloon payment,
Enquire online at www.stpaulscu.ie drop in to our
enter another lease agreement or return the car.
office in Cork or Templemore, or call 021-4313355.
When comparing PCP leasing with a car loan, you
Loan Type

Rate

Effective Rates after deduction
of 10% Rebate of Interest

LOANS ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.
WARNING: YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
WARNING: IF YOU DO NOT MEET THE REPAYMENTS ON YOUR CREDIT AGREEMENT, YOUR ACCOUNT WILL GO INTO ARREARS.
THIS MAY AFFECT YOUR CREDIT RATING, WHICH MAY LIMIT YOUR ABILITY TO ACCESS CREDIT IN THE FUTURE.
St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is Regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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GSRMA OPENS A NEW
CHAPTER OF SHORT STORY
WINNERS
The culmination of the GSRMA Short Story Competition 2018 saw the presentation of
prizes on Wednesday 14 November at Dublin’s Skylon Hotel, where winners gathered to
hear what the adjudicators had to say about their respective stories.

T

his year’s competition was again a huge success with
the standard of entries improving all the time, thereby
making the task of the adjudicators no small feat.
Present on the night to accept their awards were the
finalists – Overall Winner Patricia Kelly (GSRMA Dublin
North Branch) with her entry ‘Voices in the Chimney’; First
Runner-Up Bridie Brogan (GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim Branch)
with her entry ‘The Abandoned Rocking Chair’; Second
Runner-Up Mary Molloy (GSRMA Naas Branch) with her
entry ‘Friday Massacre’; and Joint Third Place Runners-Up
Eugene Noel Mulhern (GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim Branch) with
his entry ‘Mass Hypnosis’ and Michael O’Connor (GSRMA
Sligo/Leitrim Branch) with his entry ‘A Clooney Tale’,
together with their guests.
John O’Brien of the GSRMA Central Committee, acted
as Master of Ceremonies and thanked everyone for
attending the presentation, and introduced the various
guests to the audience.
Billy Saunderson, Chairman of the GSRMA Editorial and
Website Committee, announced the winners in ascending
order, and spoke of the individual stories and how they
captured the imagination and made the choice of the
adjudicators a difficult one.

John O’Brien, GSRMA Central Committee and Editorial
Board Member.
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Billy Saunderson, GSRMA Central Committee and
Editorial Board Member.
GSRMA President Matt Givens thanked the audience,
while Barry O’Sullivan who represented ‘Garda Post’
(competition sponsors) congratulated the winners and
noted Garda Post’s association again this year with the
competition, and said he hoped the competition would
continue.
The Editor of ‘Siochain’ and GSRMA General Secretary
Paschal Feeney echoed what had been said and he hoped
that the successful finalists would continue with their
writings, as each of them had a creative skill.
He thanked the sponsors for the night, Barry O’Sullivan
and, in particular, Mairtin Breathneacht of Garda Post and
Universal Media for their continued support, not only for
this Short Story Competition but for other projects over
the years.
He reminded the short story writers that GSRMA
now owns each of these and all stories submitted to the
competition, and he looked forward to the publication of
the winning stories in the upcoming edition of ‘Siochain’
and throughout 2019. He also thanked Skylon Hotel,
Drumcondra, for their support on the night and right
throughout the year.

SHORT STORY COMPETITION

OVERALL WINNER – Pictured (l-r): Barry O’Sullivan (Garda Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board), Matt
Givens (GSRMA President), Patricia Kelly (GSRMA Dublin North Branch), Christy Lonergan (GSRMA Dublin North
Branch Secretary) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General Secretary and Editor of ‘Siochain’).

FIRST RUNNER-UP – Pictured (l-r): Barry O’Sullivan (Garda
Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board), Matt
Givens (GSRMA President), Bridie Brogan (GSRMA
Sligo/Leitrim Branch), Michael Reynolds (GSRMA Sligo
Leitrim Branch Secretary) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA
General Secretary and Editor of ‘Siochain’).

SECOND RUNNER-UP – Pictured (l-r): Barry O’Sullivan
(Garda Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board),
Matt Givens (GSRMA President), Mary Molloy (GSRMA
Naas Branch), Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice-President
and Naas Branch) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General
Secretary and Editor of ‘Siochain’).

JOINT THIRD RUNNER-UP – Pictured (l-r): Billy
Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board) Barry O’Sullivan
(Garda Post), Matt Givens (GSRMA President), fiancé and
Robert O’Connor (who accepted the award on behalf
of his father Michael O’Connor, GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim
Branch), Michael Reynolds (GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim Branch
Secretary) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General Secretary
and Editor of ‘Siochain’).

JOINT THIRD RUNNER-UP – Pictured (l-r): Barry
O’Sullivan (Garda Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial
Board), Matt Givens (GSRMA President), Eugene Noel
Mulhern (GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim Branch), Michael
Reynolds (GSRMA Sligo/Leitrim Branch Secretary) and
Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General Secretary and Editor of
‘Siochain’).
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VOICES IN THE
CHIMNEY
By Patricia Kelly (Dublin North Branch) –
the overall winner of this year’s GSRMA Short Story Competition.
First week of college. First week out on my own, yippee! I
feel so damn lucky. Coming to Dublin, settling into my flat
off Harcourt Street. Lucky to have a dad who bought up
two houses on the square when he retired from An Garda
Síochána.
It had always been his dream to have property once his
‘real job’ finished and along with his severance payment
from ‘the Guards’ and his father’s death in Sligo dad was
left with a tidy sum, he lived his dream.
The flat I was in had just a one bed, but had a fine big
sitting room/kitchen and I was looking forward to having
some great parties here. The sitting room sported a fine
big old fireplace, long time since it saw a bit of wood
or coal, but it added homeliness to the otherwise bland
space.
The first night I spent in No.4 I was amazed at the
sounds in the sitting room, you didn’t have to leave the
windows open to hear them. They seemed to murmur
down the chimney breast. Mainly traffic noise, but also
the country lads, full of porter heading home from the
night clubs and the odd taxi car sound as the taxies
cruised the area looking for fares.
By the end of the first week in No. 4 I had been
introduced to the rest of the household there. Including
myself they were 12 of us. Two fine-looking black
guys studying in York Street, three young ones from
Roscommon, trainee nurses, a couple and their toddler
who lost their home in the recession, an old guy retired
from the civil service and two Chinese girls who worked in
a restaurant. Next door in No. 3 I suppose there were the
same mix of tenants.
Dad would call every month to check the place out and
collect the rent, and do whatever handy work needed
sorting. After a month living the life, I met Joe. He was
a lovely lad from college who lived at home with his
widowed mother in Lucan. I hoped if things went well
between us he could move in with me, but who knows,
early days.
I also began to notice if I sat quietly, on my battered
sofa with the TV off I could almost hear conversations
throughout the house. Well, not really conversations but
mumbles from the chimney, especially if people were
playing music or having a row. No. 3 and 4 shared the
one chimney stack and it was gas to listen to what went
on behind closed doors.

Dad made a point of advising me not to tell any of the
tenants of our relationship to each other, as it would give
him a chance to hear things about his tenants, which he
might not otherwise know.
“Always the Guard!” But, any parties in either house, I
was there. The best ones were in the three trainee nurses’
flat. It would be buzzing with young guards or male
nurses who trained with the girls.
One of the girls from No. 3 would be invited too. She
was a lovely girl, from the north. She worked in the Garda
Station as a secretary. Eileen was her name and a great bit
of craic, especially when she had a few shots on her. Her
party piece was Black Velvet Band, and boy could she belt
it out.
Myself and Eileen got along like a house on fire. She
would get me invites to all the parties in the area and
there seemed to be one every other night. By the time
the relationship with Joe fizzled out, Eileen had been my
saviour. “Sure you will get another nice guy. Have fun
while you can me dear”. And fun is just what I needed.
I asked Eileen why she never had a lad in tow, although
there were plenty interested in her she said “jez girl, I
want a bit of fun in my life while I am young enough to
enjoy it. Anyway, I have a man friend, he looks after me if
you know what I mean, and he’s not shy with the cash, he

Pictured at the presentation to the overall winner of the
Short Story Competition (l-r): Barry O’Sullivan (Garda
Post), Billy Saunderson (GSRMA Editorial Board), Matt
Givens (GSRMA President), Patricia Kelly (GSRMA Dublin
North Branch), Christy Lonergan (GSRMA Dublin North
Branch Secretary) and Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General
Secretary and Editor of ‘Siochain’).
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is going through a divorce at the moment so until it’s final
I can’t tell anyone about us.”
By summer I was studying hard for my first year exams,
so I cut down on the partying and put my head into the
books. Eileen still dropped in to see me but no drinking,
music or men. Just plenty of pizza and coffee when we
had a few bob to spare.
On one of these evenings Eileen dropped a bombshell
“Jean, I’m pregnant” and she burst into tears “The dad
is not happy with the news as he says he is trying to get
back with his wife and I was just a fling for him”. We sat
and hugged and cried together. “The bastard, you should
tell his wife and let her know what kind of man he is” I
said, as I stroked her hair as she wept.
I had mentioned to dad that I had a good friend now in
Dublin and she lived in No. 3. He reminded me not to say
anything about our relationship and that maybe it would
be better to stay clear of Eileen as she was “a Northie and
could be a provo”. Jez, I laughed at this. Dad always saw
the worst in people.
Eileen called in to me one evening and she was excited.
“Want to see the baby scan?” she said beaming. “It’s
gonna be a little boy. Going to call him Gerard”.
“Ah God Eileen, well done. My dad’s name is Gerry, so
it’s a good fine name” The scan just looked like a blob but
Eileen could see her little son in it perfectly. We hugged
and laughed together.
After the exams, I went to a party in the nurses’
flat. Eileen gave it a miss as she didn’t drink during the
pregnancy. It was at this party I met Tony. He was a nice
lad, one my parents would approve of, and he had his
own place in Rathmines. He worked in the Service and
had just been promoted to supervisor in his section. He
was so happy that night at the party and I couldn’t wait
to introduce him to my best pal, Eileen.
That night, after the party, I brought Tony into my flat,
strictly for a night cap and maybe a snog. I put on my
favourite CD and we settled on the old sofa and chatted
and kissed. Wow, Tony was a great kisser. We made
arrangements to meet up again at the weekend and go
for a drink and as we kissed goodnight I wished it was the
weekend already.
When Tony left I sat on the sofa with a nice cup of
coffee and thought about the night I had just had. And,
as usual, the night sounds rumbled down the chimney.
There seemed to be birds nesting on the roof and they
were pottering around and chatting. Life was good.
I must have fallen asleep on the sofa but not for long.
I was awoken by the most horrific screams coming from
the chimney. I ran to the window and looked out, no one
on the street, no trouble on the path. Very strange.
I could hear a man’s voice too. The woman’s screams
now quieter, more like sobbing. The man’s voice growing
louder. Glass breaking, then another piercing scream
from the woman. I decided then to ring the guards. Some
woman in either house No. 3 or 4 was in mortal danger

judging from the screams.
About 20 minutes after the phone call the guards
arrived and they knocked into my flat first. All was quiet
in the fireplace now, and I was beginning to think who
would believe me about the voices and screams.
The guards told me they were going to call into the
other tenants and make sure all was well in No. 4 and if it
was, they would be calling to No. 3. They assured me that
they would find out the source of the screaming and that
I should go to “my bed” and get a few hours’ sleep.
What if it was just my wild imagination? Each flat was
going to be awoken at this hour of the night. Oh God,
part of me wanted the guards to find something wrong
and a part of me hoped they wouldn’t.
I headed to “my bed”. I heard the guards talking to the
people on my corridor then moving up the flight of stairs.
I also heard the hall door close as they headed to No. 3.
Sleep took me over.
I was awoken again. This time, the sound of sirens and
doors opening and closing in No. 3. Outside my window I
could see patrol cars and an ambulance.
None of the vehicles left the street. Maybe two hours later
the state pathologist van arrived and she walked quickly
into No. 3.
Oh my God, what was going on? Pathologist means
someone was dead in that house. I hoped the whole
excitement and noise hadn’t woken Eileen as she was
heavily pregnant now and God knows what a fright like
that would do to her and the baby.
I saw one of the Guards who had called to me and I
beckoned him to call into me again. This time the Guards
face was white as a sheet and he shook his head as he
stood in the doorway. “Miss. A poor pregnant girl has
been murdered in there”.
I started to shake and he caught me just before I got
weak. “Eileen” I cried.
“Not sure of the lady’s identity yet miss. The pathologist
is there now. What kind of man would do that to a lovely
girl and her baby?” I tried to push past the Guard
“No Miss. No one can go in there until her family have
been contacted”
“She was my friend. My dad is a retired member, Gerry
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McKeown. Please, let me go to her” “I am sorry Miss.
McK”. My father followed my eyes and his settled on the
Why don’t you give your dad a call and ask him to come
tie pin too. Slowly he moved to the dressing table and
over to you. We’ll see what we can do then”. He patted
picked it up and slipped it into his coat pocket.
my arm and turned back down into the street.
Our eyes met. I thought of my poor mother whose
I was surprised when dad answered the phone
heart would be broken and of poor Eileen and her little
so quickly. “Dad, you have to come over to the flat.
son who would never be born. I hated my father then.
Something awful
has happened to
Eileen.” “Be over in
about 15 minutes,
you’re lucky I am
in Dublin tonight.
I dropped up to
have a few pints
with Joe Fitz and
decided to stay the
night.
“I’ll hop in a taxi,
put the kettle on
and say nothing to
anyone. Don’t want
to frighten the
tenants ye know
what I mean”. He
hung up. Dad,
in Dublin for the
night? He never
mentioned this Joe
Fitz before, but I
guess I was lucky
he got here quickly.
Dad managed to
get us into No. 3.
Eileen was lying on
her bed covered in
blood.
My legs began to
give way and the
ambulance man
caught me and
put me sitting on
a chair. Dad was
talking with one of
the older guards.
I looked around
the bedroom and
spotted something
I recognised on the
dressing table.
It was a man’s tie
pin and looked like
Oakston Property Company Limited
the one mammy
2 Prospect Court, Prospect Ave.,
bought in a set
when Dad retired
Glasnevin, Dublin, D09 YX54.
and I could see the
inscription on it ”G
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GARDA
COMMISSIONER
EAMONN DOHERTY
RESEARCH PROJECT
The GSRMA is supporting a number of Lifesaving Foundation research initiatives as part of
The Garda Commissioner Eamonn Doherty Police Research Project, and reports on these
various projects were presented at the Foundation’s 2018 Drowning Prevention and Rescue
Research Conference.

A

wide range of general research questions were
considered at the Lifesaving Foundation’s four-day
conference (10-13 September) at the Glenroyal Hotel,
Maynooth from 10-13 September, whgich was attended
by over 50 drowning specialists from 10 countries.
Questions included ‘Should the wearing of lifejackets
in open water by non-swimmers be promoted’ (Elizabeth
Bennett, University of Washington and Seattle Children’s
Hospital, USA), ‘Parents false perceptions of their
children’s safety in open water activities’ (Dr. Shayne Baker
OAM, Royal Life Saving Australia), ‘Can we predict how
a person will respond to the Cold Shock response?’ (Dr
Martin Barwood PhD, Leeds Trinity University, UK), ‘The
concept of water competence rather than swimming
ability’ (Prof Stephen Langendorfer PhD, Editor of
‘International Journal of Aquatic Research and Education’,
USA) and ‘Is there a crisis in the aquatic profession?’ (Prof
Robert Stallman PhD Tanzania and Norway).

Former Garda Water Unit Sgt Tosh Lavery with Lifesaving
Foundation swimming author Andrea Andrews (UK) and
Shelley Dalke (Director of Swimming & Water Safety
Programs with the Canadian Red Cross).

Information topics included ‘Bringing home the bodies
of those who drown abroad’ (Colin Bell, Founder of
the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust, Northern Ireland); ‘A
Mother’s Story – Founding the charity River and Sea
Sense’ (Debbie Turnbull, mother of drowned 15 year
old Christopher Turnbull, UK); and ‘Respect the Water
Campaign – How research and marketing helps RNLI save
lives’ (Ross Macleod, RNLI Strategic Marketing Manager,
UK).
In a special presentation, supported by the Surgeon
Admiral Frank Golden Research Fund, Ireland’s leading
extreme and marathon open water swimmer Nuala
Moore, outlined ‘why understanding the challenges of
extreme swimming is as important as training for the
distance’.
In a special conference session, chaired by Garda Ass.
Commissioner David Sheahan, four police officers spoke
about their own drowning experiences and about how
drowning deaths are investigated in their own home
forces.
The speakers included Assistant Chief Constable Paul
Anderson (Police Scotland), Inspector Rory Hoy (PSNI),
Detective Constable Paul Reynolds (Australian Police),

Chief Supt (Retired) John Long (Lifesaving Foundation
International Director), Garda Ass. Comm. David Sheahan,
Marie Roche (VP GSRMA)
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and Garda Dave Hearne (multiple drowning rescuer and
former member of the Garda Water Unit).
POLICE FIRST RESPONDERS
Assistant Chief Constable Paul Anderson is a former
Commonwealth medal winning canoeist and a winner
of Ireland’s Liffey Descent. He was instrumental in the
development of the first Association of Chief Police
Officers (ACPO) police officers guide to working on or
near water.
As an international athlete he has competed all over
the world and also undertaken expeditions to remote
parts of the globe exploring steep rivers in remote
locations, requiring expert training and experience in
water rescue.
In his conference presentation he stated: “Any police
officer could be called upon to assist a member of the
public in a water emergency. Many would not think twice
about putting their safety second to attempt to save the
life of another. The oath we take to protect life and limb
can present an officer with difficult moral decisions when
faced with a water emergency.
“The public will always expect the first responder,
normally from the police service, to be able to do
‘something’ to help. However, officers need to be made
aware of the inherent dangers of water, safe working
practices and correct use of Personal Protective Equipment
- before dealing with such eventualities. Every year lives
are risked and lost in effecting water based rescues.”
Rory Hoy, Neighbourhood Inspector for Co. Fermanagh,
has been a police coxswain since 2005. Fermanagh
attracts thousands of visitors annually and is very busy
during the summer months but it is used all year round.
Local police are involved in policing events on and close to
water. The District has three boats at its disposal, two of
which are kept afloat at jetty facilities at Enniskillen Police
Station.
Fermanagh & Omagh District is unique within the PSNI
as no other District has police boats, trained coxswains
and crew available at all times within their establishment.
Outside Fermanagh police boats are operated by the
Operational Support Department, which services the rest
of the organisations boating requirements.
COAST AND CLIFF RESCUES
Australian Detective Senior Constable Paul Reynolds
grew up in Tasmania, an island located in the southern
ocean. Growing up there he was forever in, on, or under
the water and had a passing involvement in drowning
incidents, such as assisting in the search for survivors
from a swamped fishing vessel whilst competing in a
Tuna fishing competition. He was the only one of the four
presenting officers who had to demonstrate his ability to
swim and have a first aid certificate in order to qualify for
police training in Canberra.
Garda Dave Hearne grew up in Fethard-On-Sea, Co.

Wexford. His father was a commercial fisherman and was
area officer for the local Coast and Cliff Rescue Service
which involved him in many sea tragedies around the
Hook Peninsula. Once he was old enough Dave assisted
his father during these searches.
By the time he applied to join the Gardaí he was an
Irish Water Safety lifesaving teacher with four years’
experience as a beach lifeguard on Duncannon Beach,
and had an acquaintance with drowning death he would
rather not have had. Inspired by the Garda Underwater
Unit’s search for and recovery of the body of a 10-year-old
boy he decided he wanted to join the unit.
This caused some amusement at his first interview
when he informed the panel that he had come to join the
underwater unit rather than the Garda. Once he had the
required years’ service he joined the unit spending some
years there before being transferred to Waterford. He
carried out so many swimming rescues in Waterford that
his ‘boss called him his Golden Retriever’.
Assistant Commissioner Sheahan noted a strong
Waterford connection at the conference with Tosh
Lavery, Dave Hearne, John Connolly and himself all
living in Waterford or from Waterford. This included the
Foundation’s relationship with Waterford Institute of
Technology (WIT).
FOUNDATION’S BOOK COLLECTION
The Lifesaving Foundation
Collection is a collection of books,
posters, and other resources in
Waterford Institute of Technology’s
main library. It is available to all
interested in drowning prevention
and rescue research.
Although open for some
weeks the collection was formally
launched during the conference
by Kieran Cronin, Deputy Librarian
with responsibility for Special
Collections, and Prof John Wells,
WIT’s Head of the School of Health
Sciences. The majority of books can
be borrowed directly from WIT Library through the InterLibrary Loan Scheme.
WIT RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP
The Lifesaving Foundation/WIT research partnership is
supported by the Doherty Research Fund. Prof John Wells,
Head of the School of Health Sciences, presented on
the preliminary outcomes of a project, involving retired
Gardaí and community rescue groups, investigating how
drowning deaths impact in local communities. This project
is being supported by GSRMA.
Preliminary conclusions:
• Community identity was a major source of support to
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•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

families of deceased in cases of drowning when
the casualty ‘belonged’ to the community.
Communities show retrospective valuing of
community search and rescue groups by way of
fundraising efforts after a tragedy.
Families of casualties want to be closely
involved in searches, something often denied
them by official agencies. This denial can be
unintentional, done to remove families from
the sometimes gruesome discovery of a body,
or of necessity if suicide or homicide is a
possibility.
Rural communities often provided more
support to searching agencies than urban
communities, likely due to the casualty being
better known to rural community members.
There is an ongoing need for emotional and
other supports to families of the deceased
during searches and the often traumatic
processes associated with inquests.
There is a strong need for closure for both
families and communities, for the concept
of ‘bringing someone home’. For this reason
communities continue to search for bodies long
after official agencies have withdrawn from a
search.
There is need for an awareness that local
communities may need support from agencies
in addition to the family of a deceased person.
Where support is available there is a disparity
across the country in terms of services provided.
There is a need for national co-ordination
of the many existing official and community
services, some exists but there is scope for
much improvement.

Front Row (l-r): Tosh Lavery (retired former Sergeant-inCharge of Garda Water Unit and author of the autobiography
‘Tosh’), Assistant Commissioner David Sheahan (senior officer
with responsibility for the Garda Water Unit representing the
Garda Commissioner), Marie Roche (GSRMA Vice-President),
John Connolly (Lifesaving Foundation’s Secretary), Garda David
Hearne (multiple swimming rescuer and former member of
the Garda Water Unit), and Brendan Donohoe (Lifesaving
Foundation Chairperson).
Back Row (l-r): Garda Jason Hannon (Garda Water Unit),
Dr Shayne Baker OAM (Past-President RLSSA), Garda Chris
Hayes (Garda Water Unit), Detective Senior Constable Paul
Reynolds (Australian Police Force), Retired Chief Supt John Long
(Lifesaving Foundation and former Secretary General of RLSS
Commonwealth), Insp. Rory Hoy (PSNI), and Dr Patrick Buck PhD
(Lifesaving Foundation & Remote EMT).

Speaking about the Preliminary Conclusions
Lifesaving Foundation member of the research
team John Connolly said that none of the above
will come as a surprise to police officers or
community search and rescue groups. The benefit
of this research is that it based on solid research
rather than just an individual’s personal opinion
which gives it greater value in attempts to improve
services to communities in distress.
IRELAND MEDAL CEREMONY
Vice-President Marie Roche represented the
GSRMA at the Ireland Medal Ceremony. Dáil
Ceann Comhairle Seán O’Fearghail presented
the 2017 Ireland Medal to Australian lifesaver
Shayne Baker OAM, in recognition of his long
exceptional contribution to saving lives from
drowning. Shayne’s maternal ancestors came from
County Clare. Shayne has over 30 years’ service as
a lifeguard and trainer/educator in the Asia Pacific
Region.

Front Row (l-r): John Connolly (The Lifesaving Foundation),
Eugene Clonan (Deputy Director, Irish Coast Guard), Ceann
Comhairle Seán O’Fearghail, Third Officer Paul O’Reilly (Dublin
Fire Brigade), Marie Roche (Garda Síochána Retired Members
Association)
Back Row (l-r): Frank Flood (Wexford Marine Watch), the Hon.
Richard Andrews (Australian Ambassador to Ireland), Brendan
Donohoe (Chairperson of the Lifesaving Foundation), Dr Shayne
Baker OAM (Lifesaving Foundation), Donal Hackett (RNLI),
Ross Macleod (RNLI), Cllr George Lawlor, MCC (Chairperson of
Wexford Marine Watch).
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RECOLLECTIONS OF
BORDER PATROL IN 1972
Jim Masterson, who joined An Garda Síochána on 8 January 1959, was firstly posted to
Arklow, Co. Wicklow, where he remained for eight months before his transfer to Swords,
Co. Dublin and he was then put on the Sergeant’s promotion list in late 1971. Here he
recalls certain incidents during border patrol duties in Dundalk in 1972.

O

n 30 January 1972
(Sunday), British
Paratroopers opened fire on
a peaceful protest march in
Derry, killing 14 innocent
civilians. The government
here were very upset at this
and made strong protests to
the British government. There
were also protests by people
in the Republic urging the
government to do something
about it.
Towards the end of
February, overnight, all the
Gardaí on the promotion list
were promoted and were
informed that they were
being transferred to border
stations to carry out security
duties. (Normally, one would
only be promoted, if there
was a vacancy, such as in the
event of death, retirement or
British Army watch-tower in the Border town of Crossmaglen in the early 1970s
resignation).
I went to Dundalk Station
on 22 March 1972, where
on patrol at about 9.10 am when we got a call, via the car
the Sergeant-in-Charge was Hugh Sreenan who later
radio, that a pylon just on the northern side of the border
became Assistant Commissioner while the Superintendent at Courtbane was exploded intentionally.
was Richard Fahy (RIP). Sgt Tom Tully (of Seán Doherty,
The British soldiers were going to investigate and they
Minister for Justice fame) was in charge of ‘Unit B’, of
requested that the Gardaí would also attend on the Irish
which I was a member.
Republic side of the border. We went to the scene and
My first duty was on nights from 12am to 8 am.
observed. The pylon, lying on its side, was held up by the
Three Gardaí accompanied me in a Hillman Avenger car;
cables of the pylon on either side. At that time, the Irish
Garda Eamonn McFadden was the driver, Michael Kelly
Army did not accompany Gardaí on border duty unless an
(RIP) and Recruit Garda Con Lucey. We patrolled the
incident happened.
Border travelling by road to the different crossing points,
the last of which was about one and a half miles from
DEADLY BOMB EXPLOSION
Crossmaglen.
I carried out enquiries locally and learned that a lorry, with
There were about six crossing points in total. We also
milk containers, had been abandoned on the road on the
carried out some checkpoint duty. On 11 April, we were
northern side, not far from the damaged pylon. We also
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it was unusual to see a car on
the road at this time of the
night.
We travelled behind it,
at a normal speed and we
turned on the headlights. We
could see that there were four
men in the car. It travelled
approximately two and a
half to three miles and then,
turned right, up a side road at
Edentubber and drove into a
farmer’s yard.
We followed it into the
yard. The passengers got out
of their car and we got out of
the Garda car. We approached
them and asked what they
were doing there. Some four
or five men armed with rifles
and a machine gun came out
of an outhouse.
A north-south security checkpoint just over 10km outside Dundalk during the 1970s.
One man told us that
if we didn’t want to be found dead on the other side
learned that this lorry was abandoned in the same spot
several times before. We could see the lorry and the pylon of the border in the morning, to “Get the fuck out of
here”. Needless to say, we had to leave the scene and
from where we were standing in a field about 20 yards
we returned to base where I made out a report on the
from the lorry. Dundalk station informed us that we were
incident.
to remain at the scene until the British arrived.
At about 11.10 am, we saw a line of about 20 British
FULLY-ASSEMBLED BOMBS
army troops coming towards the scene in single file from
On another occasion, at about 5.15 pm on a summer’s
the Crossmaglen direction. They walked beside a stone
day, we followed a northern registered car, Ford Zephyre,
wall and some bushes towards the top of the hill on their
with very strong bumpers. It was travelling towards Newry
side. At the top of the hill, there was a stone building
on the main road at a normal speed. There were two
with a galvanise roof.
males in the car. It turned off the Newry road and into a
The first two British soldiers entered the shed which
side road at Edentubber.
immediately blew up. The other soldiers ran down the hill
We followed it. It stopped suddenly in the middle of
toward us and got into the firing position. They cocked
the road and the two men jumped out leaving the doors
their rifles and aimed at us and they shouted, “You
open and the engine running. We got out of our car and
fucking Irish Bastards”.
by this time the two were half way down the hill and very
I was sure we were going to be shot and I said an Act
of Contrition, but thankfully, they got up on their feet and close to the border, which they then crossed.
I looked into the car and saw a leather jacket in the
went back up the hill. Stones and bits of galvanise had
middle of the bench seat in the front. It looked as if it
rained down around us. We went back to our car and we
returned to Dundalk station, where I made a full report on had something underneath the coat. I lifted up the coat
and to my surprise there was a fully assembled bomb
the matter.
I have made enquiries since then and there is no record underneath.
We sealed off the area and notified Dundalk station of
of the two soldiers being killed, but I am almost certain
the situation. They contacted the ordnance team in Dublin
that they later died or were badly maimed from their
to be informed that the army were given back-pay that
injuries. Apparently, only those who die on the spot are
very day and everyone was off duty celebrating. The car
recorded.
had to be kept under observation until the following day
and luckily there were no houses nearby. The army dealt
ORDERED TO LEAVE AREA
On another occasion, when on night duty, we travelled on with the bomb the next day.
On the evening of 22 September, we were on border
the main Dublin to Belfast road towards Dromad, when
patrol when we got a call from Dundalk station to go to
a car came out of a side road from the Faughart direction
and turned left towards Belfast. It was about 2.45 am and Courtbane where the British army had discovered a wire
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leading from the north across
the border into the south.
When we arrived, there were
about ten British soldiers
on the northern side of the
stream which was about three
foot wide and divided the
north from the south.
A young Scottish army
officer was in charge of the
soldiers. Beside him standing
on the bank of the stream was
a very young soldier carrying
a radio backpack with a long
aerial. The officer told me
that they had checked their
side of the border and there
was nothing at the end of the
wire. The wire was painted
green the same colour as
the grass. The wire had been
concealed by tarmac as it
British soldiers patrol one of the many border crossings between the north and the
crossed the road and would
south.
have been impossible to see.
that he had one fatality and many men were seriously
One of my men checked
injured. (The firing only lasted about 30 seconds.)
our end of the wire and there was nothing there. He
He informed his base that the Gardaí were at the
folded the wire. The Scottish Officer wanted us to have
scene
and he wanted us escorted back to the patrol car.
the wire as a souvenir but we declined. I told the officer
Within
a few minutes, three helicopters came on their side
that the wire was placed there for a purpose and to watch
of
the
border
and one of them came on to our side and
out.
escorted
us
to
the patrol car. Needless to say, we were all
He asked if the Irish army were covering our side of
traumatised
at
what had happened. I learned afterwards
the border and I told him they were not. He asked me to
that
the
young
soldier who was killed was Private Stewart
contact my base and to get the army present as he was
Gardiner
(British
Army).
going to carry out a search of the area. I went back to the
We
returned
to
Dundalk station. I was shocked and
patrol car and radioed Dundalk and spoke to Supt Fahy,
very
angry
at
the
position
in which we had been placed.
who informed me that the army were not to be involved
This
was
not
the
first
time
either that our lives were in
unless there was an incident.
immediate danger. I decided that I would write a stronglyworded report with no holds barred about the latest
UNDER MACHINE GUN FIRE
incident and that it was a disgrace that we were placed in
I informed the officer of this and he said if I tried again
that the Irish army might reconsider. I again spoke to Supt that position without any army support.
I said that it was only a matter of time before a Garda
Fahy but to no avail. I again warned the officer of the
would
be killed. The report that I wrote was so strongly
danger and I had no sooner said the words when machine
written
that Chief Supt Cottrell (RIP) refused to forward it.
gun fire hit the young soldier carrying the radio in the
However
I convinced him to forward same.
head. His head and part of his upper body fell into the
stream. Blood flowed down the steam.
ATTACK BY IRA SYMPATHISERS
There were laurel bushes growing behind us and my
colleagues and I ran there for cover. Then we thought that On 21 September, the Garda Station in Dundalk was
attacked by a large crowd of IRA sympathisers, causing
the British soldiers on the overlooking hill of the scene
would notice the laurel bushes moving and might mistake a lot of damage. Only for the intervention of an armed
Detective Guard, the station would have been completely
us as the enemy and shoot us. We exited the bushes. In
destroyed.
the meantime, many of the soldiers who were standing
On 22 September, Gardaí from all over the country,
beside the fatally wounded soldier were badly wounded
including
many chief superintendents and superintendents
and were crying out in agony.
were
bussed
to Dundalk fearing another assault on the
The Scottish Officer took the radio mouthpiece and
station.
A
phone
call to Dundalk Station was received
told the British Base that they had been ambushed and
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from Bessbrook, Co. Armagh. It was from an English
policy not to release such documents.
officer who wanted to speak to a Garda Officer about
I was transferred from Dundalk, County Louth to
the tragic incident involving the British radio soldier who
Santry Dublin on 22 November 1972. The aforementioned
was killed earlier in the week. No officer was available to
are just a small number of the incidents that happened
speak to him.
and I’m sure that many other members stationed in
I was informed of this and I spoke to the British Officer. Dundalk would have similar stories to tell.
His name was
Major Scott Elliott. I
told him that I had
been at the scene.
He commended my
men and I on our
outstanding bravery
on the occasion.
He asked me what
direction I thought
the firing had come
from. I told him,
Whether you favour a truly expansive threeit came from my
oven range cooker – look no further than the
right.
He said that
professional standard Cuisinemaster – or the compact
confirmed what his
convenience of the double oven Classic, the Leisure
men had told him.
collection has a range cooker for you.
He told me that
when we departed
the scene, his men
Leisure Range Cookers available through all electrical
carried out a search
of a disused house
stores in
some 30 yards
Ireland.
down the road and
found 47 empty
shells at a window
C&F Quadrant Ltd., Unit L40,
overlooking the
scene.
Cherry Orchard Industrial Estate, Dublin 10.
Some six
Tel: 01-630 5757, Fax: 01-630 5715
weeks afterwards,
a circular was
Email: sales@cfquadrant.ie
issued by Garda
Headquarters,
stating that the
army could be
called out at
the request of a
superintendent to
patrol with Gardaí
before any incident
occurred.
Garda
Headquarters
would not give
me details of the
circulars, which I
requested recently,
stating that these
remain confidential
and it is Garda

www.leisurecooker.ie
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KELLY’S HEROES NET
THE DOUBLE AT POLICE
5 NATIONS!
Hearty congratulations to the Garda Síochána fly-fishing team on netting the first-ever
‘Back-to-Back Championship victory at the Police 5 Nations Fly-fishing Championship 2018
on Lough Corrib in early September.

T

his Garda team was hoping to emulate
last year’s performance at the Police
5 Nations Fly-fishing Championship,
which saw them claim victory over their
counterparts from Northern Ireland,
England, Scotland and Wales. And indeed
the Irish squad were confident in their ability
to do so again in 2018, particularly on home
waters.
This ‘Police 5 Nations’ event, which
took place over three days (4-6 September)
on the hallowed waters of Europe’s finest
wild brown trout fishery on Lough Corrib,
was hotly contested by all competitors
comprising of five 14-person teams. The
Garda Team is made up of both serving and
retired members, and three of this victorious
team are retired members, including the
The winning Garda team with their trophies for both individual and
team captain Seamus Kelly, who hails from
team event with Supt Sean Colleran (Tuam District) at the recent Police 5
Galway.
Nations fly-fishing championships.
Following months of hard work by
Back Row (l-r): Vinny Connell, Paul Agnew, Mick Bradley, Peter
the organisers, the event got under way
McGuinness, Damien Barron, Phil Kavanagh, Barry Carolan and Gerry
on Monday 3 September when all teams
Feeney (team official).
checked into Galway’s Menlo Park Hotel
Middle Row (l-r): John Donohoe and Dessie McEntee
(the centre of operations). With over 70
Front Row (l-r): Phil Donoghue, Supt Sean Colleran (Tuam District),
challengers and officials requiring boats
Seamus Kelly (team captain) and Bob Bradley (overall individual winner)
and ghillies to facilitate this competition,
Missing from the photograph are Diarmuid O Donovan and Mark Devian
great appreciation and gratitude is due
(due to work commitments).
to the boatmen of the Corrib for making
themselves available to guide, assist and
and knowledge of Lough Corrib and its productive fishing
entertain our European guests.
areas.
Many thanks are also due to the Garda Síochána
This place is unique, not only in Europe but is one
Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) for their
of the last remaining wild brown trout fisheries in the
sponsorship of this event and their continued support to
world, so everything should be done to protect this trout
the Garda Trout and Salmon Anglers’ Association.
fishing jewel. Spoilt by their Irish hosts, the visiting anglers
Retired Garda members were available to act as
enjoyed five nights in Galway, which incorporated the
guides at this international event, most-notably Retired
three full days of guided fishing by the exuberant and
Headford Sgt Con McCole and Retired D/Garda Christy
willing boatmen of the Corrib.
Reilly from Galway, who share up to 70 years’ experience
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Competitors navigate the underpass near Greenfields
on Lough Corrib during the recent ‘Police 5 Nations’
Championships.
GARDA UNIT GUIDE EVENT
All competitors relished the opportunity of being safely
marshalled and guided to areas of the lake and fishing
grounds, which is ‘sacrosanct’ to trout fishers worldwide.
The Garda Water Unit was also in attendance to ensure
the safe running of the championship.
The first two days of guided fishing, in good
conditions, allowed all anglers to hone their skills and
expertise and opportune themselves, and their respective
teams, to glean information and fly patterns that might
guide them to victory on the third and final day of the
championship on Thursday 6 September.
The final day began with a soft slathering of
precipitation and most importantly, particularly for the
traditionalists, a bit of wind. On the practice days, good
fishing was to be had on the dry-fly fishing whilst the wet
fly-fishing was predominately on the back foot.
However, the final day gave rise to good wet-fly
conditions, which probably suited the host nation best as
this is the type of fly-fishing predominately practiced on
the great western limestone lakes of Ireland.
The competition was operated on a ‘catch and release’
basis with trout being landed safely by the boatmen,
quickly measured, and swiftly returned alive to the water
with the minimum of fuss to allow to fight another day.
Fishing conditions on the final day were good, the northwesterly wind that prevailed on the day was not too harsh
and large catches were expected.
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
No two days fishing are exactly the same, so competitors
could only wait and hope that each team had
sufficiently enough length of fish to take victory. The
first announcement of the evening was the victorious
boatman, who had achieved the task of guiding his
particular angling pair over enough fish to catch.
This prize went to Oughterard’s Aidan Kelly, himself a
serving Garda member. Anglers and boatmen retreated to
the adjacent Greenfields Lodge for a brief libation before

departing to Galway’s Menlo Park Hotel for the Gala meal
and presentations, made by Garda Supt Sean Colleran
(Tuam District), where the competition was fished.
Expectation and curiosity prevailed throughout
the evening until the announcement of the individual
winners. Top Irish Rod went to Sgt Bob Bradley from
Galway. Bob also won Top Angler for the Championship
landing six fish, over the measure, on the final day, and
this boded well for the Irish host contingent.
The all-important team results followed and with
England retaining the wooden spoon for the second
consecutive year things were further looking up. As the
compere announced the results in reverse order, the Irish
team discovered that they had succeeded in their quest
of being the first-ever back-to-back ‘Police 5 Nations’
winners.

A piper plays a tune on the Greenfields Lough Corrib quay
at the recent police championships.
BACK-TO-BACK VICTORY
The winning team included Mark Deavin, Mick Bradley,
Barry Carolan, Damien Barron, Paul Agnew, John
Donoghue, Seamus Kelly (Captain), Vinny O’Connell,
Pater McGuinness, Phil Donoghue, Dessie McEntee,
Philip Kavanagh, Diarmuid O’Donovan, and Bob Bradley
(Individual Champion).
This was a fantastic achievement by this team and
preparations are underway already to defend the title
which will be fished next year in England on a venue yet
to be decided.
For any Garda, retired or serving, who is interested
in becoming a member of the Garda Trout and Salmon
Angling association the club has boats on Loughs Corrib,
Conn, Mask, Carrowmore, Owel and Lene (Westmeath)
and membership fee is only €35 per annum.
The Association has several retired members currently
competing, and indeed winning events that are organised
by the committee each fishing season as well as the use
of club boats for paid up members on the aforementioned
lakes.
The Association would like to thank the GSRMA for
their continued support and generous sponsorship each
season. For membership enquiries please contact Garda
Phil Donoghue, Club Secretary, at Craughwell Garda
Station Co. Galway.
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CAVAN HOSTS MILITARY
AND HISTORICAL
EVENT 2018
The first Cavan Military and Historical Event, held in Cavan Town in August, was organised
by the O’Neill Branch of ONE, with support from Cavan County Council, Cavan Chamber of
Commerce and Peace IV. According to John Smyth, GSRMA Cavan Branch, the event was
such a resounding success that plans are already in the pipeline for 2019.

C

avan’s first-ever military and historical event on 1819 August got underway with a parade of military
vehicles around the town. There were displays of vehicles,
including Military and Garda vehicles, and Army weapons
at the Courthouse. The Fire Brigade, Civil Defence, County
Cavan Museum, IUNVA and An Garda Síochána provided
displays, and there were also battle enactments laid on for
the two-day event.

Vintage Garda vehicles on display during the two-day
military event in Cavan.
The event also included
• Jadotville Talk by Leo Quinlan (son of Comdt. Pat
Quinlan O/C of Troops),
• Belsen Concentration Camp Talk by Tomi Reichental,
and
• A Talk on the Irish Involvement in WW1 by Donal
Buckley.

Pictured (l-r): Mick Ryan, GSRMA Cavan Branch Chairman,
and John Smyth, GSRMA Cavan Branch Secretary, at the
WW1 Monument.

The weekend concluded with a parade from the
Courthouse to the WW1 Monument at Con Smith
Memorial Park with Colours and the UN Band.
During the ceremony wreaths were laid by
representatives of Cavan County Council & Fermanagh
District Council, The British Legion, The Army, United
Nations, ONE, Civil Defence and the Association of
Carabinieri Irish Section.
Wreaths were also laid by the Minister for Business,
Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys TD, on
behalf of the Government; Chief Supt John O’Reilly on
behalf of An Garda Síochána and John Smyth on behalf of
the GSRMA Cavan Branch. The event was a great success
and plans are already underway for next year.
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PLAQUE IN MEMORY
OF GARDA MICHAEL
CLERKIN
A plaque was unveiled by Charles Flanagan TD, Minister for Justice at Cloneyhurk Hall,
Portarlington, Co. Offaly in September to honour Garda Michael Clerkin. The Minister
said the events of that night in 1976 had left “irreparable memories of a very sad nature
imprinted on the minds of the four surviving Gardaí”.

I

n acknowledging the bravery of the five men involved
in that incident, in which Garda Michael Clerkin was
fatally wounded by an IRA bomb 42 years ago, Minister
Flanagan said he also wanted to acknowledge the
suffering and pain that was not only was endured by
them, but also their families.
The Justice Minister spoke of his pleasure that the Scott
Medal for Bravery was awarded to the men in December
2017, and stated that it had been long overdue. He
thanked those who helped make it happen, in particular
Laois/Offaly Garda Chief Supt John Scanlan.
Rev Fr Tom Dooley PP and The Ven Leslie Stevenson
conducted a short prayer service followed by a minute
of silence. Offaly County Council was represented by
Cathaoirleach Cllr Danny Owens and Chief Executive
Anna Marie Delaney.

The plaque in honour of Garda Michael Clerkin was
unveiled at Cloneyhurk Hall on 3 September.

Chief Supt Scanlan thanked the community for
not allowing the event be “airbrushed” from history.
Michael Clerkin’s sister Margaret thanked those involved
in organising the event, which was attended by family
members.
Jim Cannon could still recall Garda Michael Clerkin’s
“warm smiling face”, 42 years after an IRA bomb took
his life. He extended his good wishes and prayers to Tom
Peters, who was unable to attend. Cllr Eddie Fitzpatrick
described the event as “a huge atrocity” as he thanked
the community who helped erect the plaque and those
who assisted the injured Gardaí on the night.
Jim Phelan thanked those who contributed to the
event – Offaly County Council, GSRMA, IPA, St Paul’s
Garda Credit Union, St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union, the
GRA and AGSI. He thanked Councillor Eddie Fitzpatrick,
Brian Walsh and the local community of Garryhinch and
Cloneyhurk in Offaly, and those who prepared the hall for
the event.

Pictured (l-r): Jim Phelan (GSRMA Laois Branch Secretary),
Cllr Eddie Fitzpatrick, Ben Thornton, Jim Cannon, Charles
Flanagan TD (Minister for Justice), GSRMA President Matt
Givens, Cllr Danny Owens, Cathaoirleach of Offaly County
Council, and Peter Clerkin.
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FUNERAL FOR GOLD
SCOTT MEDAL
HOLDER
The funeral of Retired D/Garda Tom Peters, Stradbally Rd, Portlaoise took place at St Peter
and Paul’s Church, Portlaoise on Monday 22 October. Tom, formerly Dunnamaggin, Co.
Kilkenny passed away on Saturday 20 October, having suffered lifelong injuries, which he
sustained from an IRA bomb explosion in 1976 at Garryhinch, which culminated in the loss
of Tom’s sight and hearing.

T

his was a very special funeral for retired and serving
members of Laois/Offaly Garda Division. Tom Peters,
Jim Cannon, Ben Thornton, Gerry Bohan, and Peter
Clerkin (brother of Michael Clerkin RIP) have a special
place in our hearts and memories.
Serving and retired members of An Garda Síochána
assembled at Portlaoise Garda Station and marched down
Main St, Portlaoise to St Peter and Paul’s Church, and
following the Requiem Mass members marched to St Peter
and Paul’s cemetery for interment.
The recipients of the Scott Gold Medal – Jim Cannon,
Gerry Bohan, Ben Thornton and Peter Clerkin – walked
behind the herse. Chief Supt John Scanlon spoke at
the graveside, and noted that “injured Garda have
demonstrated the futility of violence”. Minister for Justice
Charlie Flanagan and Garda Headquarters also paid
tributes to the retired detective.
To see over 50 serving members of An Garda Síochána
marching together with retired members from Portlaoise

Tom and Betty Peters in Templemore on 8 December 2017
at the presentation of the Scott Gold Medal to Tom.

Retired members who gathered at Portlaoise Garda
Station (l-r): Ciaran O’Meara, Peter Clerkin, Joe
Prendergast, Jim Phelan, Jerry Dillon, Red Coady and
Denis Bowe.
Garda Station to St Peter and Paul’s Church was
something of which to be very proud.
Chief Supt John Scanlon and Garda Supt Anthony
Petitt must be commended. Our sympathy on this sad
occasion goes to Betty and her family. (Photos courtesy of
James Phelan, GSRMA Laois Branch Secretary).

Members parading at Portlaoise Garda Station.
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SERVICE TO
HONOUR RIC AND
DMP MEMBERS
For the past three consecutive years, along with other retired members, Margaret Cameron
has attended the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Interdenominational Service, held at the Church of St Paul of the Cross, Mount Argus in
Dublin, for deceased members of the RIC (1836 to 1922) and DMP (1836 to 1925).

M

y interest and support stems from the fact that I
had two uncles who served in both the Royal Irish
Constabulary (RIC) and Dublin Metropolitan Police. My
father’s half-brother David Cameron served in the RIC,
followed by service in the Royal Ulster Constabulary
(RUC).
DAVID CAMERON
DOB: 3 April 1888
Native of: Ahoghill, Co. Antrim
Joined RIC: 18 April 1910
Registration N0: 65257
Allocation: Co Donegal. Transfer: Belfast
Disbanded: 31 May 1922
Joined RUC: 1 June 1922
Registration No: 1585
Served: Belfast ‘A’
Died: 3 November 1934
Uncle David, on allocation from the Depot, served in
Letterkenny from 25 October 1910 to 16 June 1913 when
he was transferred to Belfast. He remained in Belfast on
changeover to the RUC in 1922 and served in Musgrave
Street and Roden Street.
He was unmarried and socialised and drank with
members of the legal profession. He was remembered by
some old hands as an ‘auld Barrack rat.’ He died from a
fatal fall in Roden Street. He was preparing to go on duty
when he tripped on the turn of the stairs and reaching
for the bannister he missed his grip and fell on his head.
He died the following day, 3 November 1934, in the Royal
Victoria Hospital.
The RUC Band attended his funeral and the main body
of police present were from ‘A’ District. He is buried in
First Ahoghill Presbyterian Church burial ground in the
Cameron family grave.
From my mother’s side of the family, she had a brother-in-

law – James Johnston – who was a member of the Dublin
Metropolitan Police (DMP).
JAMES JOHNSTON
DOB: 9 January 1888
Native of: Co. Fermanagh
Joined DMP: 4 January 1910
Registration No: 10965
Served: Dublin City
Promoted Sergeant 29 September 1920
Transferred to RIC: 31 August 1922
Registration No: 83725
Disbanded: 30 August 1922
Uncle James, known as ‘Big Jamie’, was a well-built
man of 6’3”. Apparently he was attached to ‘B’ District
– Special Branch – and although the DMP existed until
1925, those who served in that particular branch were
transferred to the RIC in August 1922, a Force that was by
then disbanded. One can only assume that they didn’t fit
into the new regime.
On disbandment he returned to farming again. In his
home at Stragolan House, Kesh, his big black DMP police
trunk sat pride of place in the kitchen/living room. He is
buried in Tubrid Church of Ireland graveyard near Kesh. In
1948 one of his sons joined the RUC.
WILLIAM JOHN JOHNSTON
DOB: 4 July 1929
Native of: Co. Fermanagh
Joined RUC: 9 October 1950
Registration No: 6502.
Allocation: Co Tyrone
Retired: 1980s
Died: 2 January 2014
‘Billy’, as he was known in police circles (‘Jack’ within the
family) served in Killeter, Broughshane and for a time in
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the Livestock Unit based in Belfast. Later in his service he
served in the CID and in Special Branch attaining the rank
of Detective Superintendent.
He is buried in St Canice’s Parish Church, Eglinton. I
followed my cousin Jack into the RUC in 1956 and served
in Belfast, Londonderry, Newry and Enniskillen Training
Centre. I retired in 1987 with the rank of Superintendent.
My mother also had a brother – Edward Boyd – who
served in the RUC.
EDWARD BOYD
DOB: 9 December 1900
Native of: Co. Fermanagh
Joined RUC: 6 September1923
Registration No: 3835
Allocation: Co Londonderry
Retired: 30 September 1962
Died: 29 November 1963
Uncle Edward served in Londonderry City, Donaghadee
and in Banbridge He was a man of few words and
remembered by younger members as a frugal ‘auld hand’
who ticked them off if they left lights on in the Station.
He is buried outside Banbridge.
One of my treasured memories is of a visit the RUC
Historical Society made to Glasnevin Cemetery in May
2012 when I had the privilege of placing a wreath at
the DMP memorial. A wreath was also placed at the
RIC memorial by a Society member and Mrs Charlotte
Murtagh together with Garda Sergeant Ronan Murphy
placed a wreath in the Garda Memorial Garden at Dublin
Castle.

Margaret Cameron pictured at the DMP Memorial in
Glasnevin Cemetery on 15 September 2018.
Charlotte is a retired member having served 30 years
in the RUC and is also a police widow. Her husband
Inspector William Murtagh was shot at point blank range
by terrorist gunmen while on duty on 6 February 1976
and died the following day. He was the son of Sgt William
Murtagh, who for many years had been a very popular
Drill Instructor with the Depot staff at Enniskillen.
We are indebted to the Harp Society for keeping
alive the memory of those who served in the RIC, DMP
and included the RUC in the service. We always look
forward to meeting the three retired Garda officers – Pat
McCarthy, John Duffy and Matt Cosgrave – who greet us
at Connolly Train Station and arrange our schedule for the
visit.
A special thanks to Liam, the coach driver. Hopefully
we shall meet again at next year’s Mount Argus service.

‘PAUL MYLES MEMORIAL RUN 2018’ RAISES €5,700 FOR CHARITY
Over €5,700 was raised for two local charities – CAPS
(Cavan Autism Parents Support Group) and Cavan
Monaghan Palliative Care – at the 5th Annual Paul Myles
Memorial Run in Cavan Town on May Bank Holiday
Monday (7 May 2018).
There was a good turnout at this year’s event with
many of Paul’s former colleagues and friends taking part,
while others turned up to help with stewarding and
marshalling.
The Myles family was particularly delighted to welcome
back again this year George Maybury who was Paul’s
former colleague and an athlete, who competed with and
against Paul many times over their careers both nationally
and internationally.
There is a proud tradition of fundraising in this annual
event with many local charities having benefitted from
the ‘Paul Myles Memorial Run’ since its inception in 2014.
And this year was no different, with over €5,700 raised
for two local charities – CAPS (Cavan Autism Parents
Support Group) and Cavan Monaghan Palliative Care.
Now well established in Cavan and is a regular May
Bank Holiday, the run attracts runners and walkers of all

ages and fitness levels. It now coincides with the Cavan
Walking Festival which has become a major annual event
in the county.
The T-shirts are sponsored by the Myles family each
year. The organising committee wish to thank Sgt Damien
Galligan and the Gardaí in Cavan for their support each
year and also to Cavan County Council, Cavan Civil
Defence and Gerry Brady proprietor of the Orchard Bar for
the use of his facilities.

Pictured (l-r): George Maybury, Kevin Dockery, John Smyth
and Mick Ryan.
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Book highly recommended by Paschal Feeney, Editor
of Siochain – “A must for your Christmas stocking!”

A

fascinating insight into policing in rural and urban
Ireland and the wide variety of social issues the
Gardaí on the front line are forced to confront. The book
describes the richness of day to day policing over 30
years. From policing along the border at a very turbulent
time in our past to how morale can be hit when poor
actions of a few have an impact on all.” –
Irish Mail on Sunday
“An insightful and eye opening read.” – Sunday World
Summary of Book’s Contents
• Difficulties encountered in growing up as a child from
a policing home and environment
• Becoming a Guard, the training regime and internal
culture
• The tragic killing of a colleague on his very first
operational duty
• Working and living along the troubled border, as well
as city, town, island and rural policing
• The horrific and devastating use of human bombs by
the IRA
• Face to face encounters while battling with the IRA
• Near death and lifesaving experiences, in the line of
duty
• Preventing murderers and criminality with the use of
covert intelligence sources
• Crazy car chases, unpredictable drunks, operational
mistakes and successes.
• Discipline, morale, stress, bullying and
mismanagement.

THE IRISH REVENUE POLICE
A short history and genealogical guide to the “poteen hussars” By Jim Herlihy

I

t is generally accepted that the great social problems of
Irish Society in the first half of the 19th century were
poverty and hunger. The single most potent problem after
these was the consumption and abuse of alcohol.
The consumption of spirits more than doubled from
3.3 million gallons to 7.7 million gallons in the thirty
year period between 1821 and 1851 even though the
population remained almost unchanged at 6.6 million.
It was in this period that the movement championed
by Father Theobald Matthew, the great advocate of
temperance, flourished.
Illicit distillation was a major industry, concentrated in
the hands of peasants largely in the North and West of
the Country. It is estimated that when it was at its height

between 1820 and 1840, illicit distillation accounted for
between half and two thirds of all spirits consumed in
Ireland.
At the time of the Act of Union in 1800 one of the
most pressing problems for the British Administration was
the revenue loss caused by illicit distillation. It was the
government’s efforts to combat this problem that led to
the establishment and development of the Irish Revenue
Police.
This book on the Irish Revenue Police is exhaustively
researched by Jim Herlihy and is superbly written,
providing an excellent resource for all those interested in
police history in Ireland in the 18th Century.
Chapter 1 follows the traditional formula of tracing the
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Jim Herlihy is a retired member of the Garda
Síochána and a co-founder of the Garda Historical
Society. He has worked on these sources for many
years. His many publications include ‘The Royal Irish
Constabulary: A Short History and Genealogical
Guide’ (2016) and ‘Royal Irish Constabulary Officers:
A Biographical Dictionary and Genealogical Guide;
1816 – 1922 (2005).

expansion of revenue policing from its historical origins in
1787 when the first attempts were made on a voluntary
basis at the suppression of illicit distillation up to 1857
when the Irish Revenue Police were disbanded and its role
taken over by the (Royal) Irish Constabulary.
The year 1836 was a defining year for the force with
major structural change, the establishment of a training
depot in Clonliffe, Dublin and the appointment of a
new commanding officer Colonel William Brereton who
demanded a high level of accountability from his men. In
the twenty five year period between 1832 and 1857 some
3,700 men served in the revenue police.
Chapter 2 sets out what a career in the Irish Revenue
Police might have been like for a young man joining the
force. The rank structure of the force, the duties and
rates of pay applicable to each rank and the disciplinary
procedures in place are discussed. In order to be eligible to
join the revenue police a candidate had to satisfy certain
minimum standards in relation to age, height, marital
status and be without children.
The next chapter deals with tracing one of your
ancestors in the Irish Revenue Police. This can prove
to be difficult as it involves identifying the paper trail
made during the person’s career which was prior to civil
registration in Ireland which began in 1864. There is much
other useful information in this section of the book which
may serve to put the researcher on the road to tracing an
ancestor.
Chapter 4 contains reminiscences of Matthew Power
who served in the Revenue Police as a lieutenant in
Creeslough, Co. Donegal and Ballymahon, Co. Longford
from 1847 to 1854. He was appointed chief constable of
police in Worcester, England in 1862 and died in office in
1884 at the age of 64.
This information is followed by a series of twenty four
appendices which has a list if every man who served in
the Irish Revenue Police, giving his name and year of
enlistment and lists those who went on to join the Royal
Irish Constabulary (519) the Dublin Metropolitan Police
(48) and the Derry City Police (8) on disbandment.
There are also details of the 496 ex-Revenue policemen
who did not join another police force after disbandment,

giving their name, rank, station and amount of gratuities.
Lists of IRP parties by station, county and strength
is amoung the other information included in these
Appendices.
‘The Irish Revenue Police’ by Jim Herlihy is a paperback
extending to 260 pages and is illustrated throughout. It
is published by Four Courts Press, Dublin and retails at
€24.95 at any good bookshop. It is also available online
from Amazon.co.uk.
Family historians seeking to trace their ancestors in
the Irish Revenue Police will find this book invaluable in
organising their research plans. It will also prove helpful
for anyone stuck in a research project and will steer them
in the right direction.
The book is a valuable companion to anyone with an
interest in police genealogy in Ireland. I also recommend it
to anyone with a general interest in the history of Ireland
in the nineteenth century.
* Reviewed by Joe Ward, a qualified solicitor who holds
an honours degree in Modern History from Maynooth
University. He is also a member of the GSRMA Central
Committee.
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APPLICATION FORM
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website www.gardaretired.com

APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
I,.................................................................... of (address).............................................................................................................
wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..

Branch.

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder.
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin.
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional).
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ...................................................................
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):...............................................
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):

…………………………….…….

(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:.............................................................................
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................
How have you decided to join GSRMA?

o
o
o
o

o

Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course
Request from Local Branch
Síocháin Magazine
Our Website
Others: ……………………………………………………………..

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM
Organisation Name:
To:

GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION
ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................
Purpose:

N= NEW
C= CHANGE
S= STOP

Organisation Code:
Garda Registered No:
Amount per Pay Period:

.

56

10

7

6

€

6

0

0
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity
was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present
title.
The objectives of the Association are
(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members;
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose
The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund,
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations).

b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine.

c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com).
d) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Tax Consultant.
e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Job Consultant.
f) Access to Association members’ deals.

g) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members.
h) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws

i) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws.
j) Web Users Draw each quarter.

k) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times.
l) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events

m) Participation in all social events including holiday outings, coffee mornings, etc.
n) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level
o) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members
p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products

q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement.
WHO MAY JOIN:
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions.
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS:
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street
Dublin 8
Tel:
(01) 4781525
E-Mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website: www.gardaretired.com
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
ID
wallet

Leather
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

GSRMA
Scarf

GSRMA
Tie

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Name:
Address:
Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)

Quantity:

Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)

Quantity:

A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)

Quantity:

GSRMA Pen (€4)

Quantity:

GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)

Quantity:

GSRMA Tie (€9.50)

Quantity:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.

TOTAL:
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CHARLES (CHARLIE)
ARMSTRONG
42 Brookside
Bettystown
Meath
Birthplace:
Wexford Town
Reg No.: 14136D
Rank: Garda
Date of Death:
30 April 2018

GEORGE JOSEPH DENNISON
Rockfield Road
Kells
Co. Meath
Birthplace:
Carrigart,
Co. Donegal
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 9626
Date of Death:
30 August 2018

Charlie was born in 1939, the youngest of
six children and the only son. The family
lived in Wexford Town where his father
(Charles John) was Station Sergeant. On
completion of his education with the
Christian Brothers he joined An Garda
Síochána in 1959 and commenced
training in the Garda Depot in the Phoenix
Park. He was posted to Drogheda where
he spent his entire service until he retired
in 1996.
In the intervening years he served in
many areas including School Attendance
Officer, Road Transport and Public Service
Officer. He was part of the first team
of the Traffic Corps in the Louth-Meath
Division in 1972.
He was also involved for many years
with the Drogheda “No Name Club”. In
1971 he married Fidelma Delaney from
Dublin and lived in Drogheda for seven
years before moving to Bettystown in
1978 with their family of three boys and
two girls. Charlie was a very proud father
to see two of his own sons graduate from
Templemore in 1998 and 2002.
After his retirement in 1996 he spent
14 years as Dean of Residence in the
Franciscan College in Gormanston, Co.
Meath. He remained there until his health

Former Kells District Officer George
Dennison passed away peacefully in his
93rd year on Thursday 30 August, 2018.
Born in 1925 near Carrigart in North
Donegal, George grew up on the family
farm on the shores of Sheephaven Bay.
The eldest son of an eldest son,
George was expected to remain on
the farm and take over from his father,
Manus. But this life was not for George,
and at just 15 years of age, he left home
to join the army at Custume Barracks,
Athlone and then in December 1945 An
Garda Síochána – a life which suited him
to a tee. He loved order, routine, helping
people, reading and learning.
His colleagues from his early days
recall that he worked constantly to
perfect his knowledge of the law. He
rose through the ranks at great speed,
and was promoted to the rank of

began to fail. A keen hurler in his teenage
years, he took up golf and was a member
of Laytown -Bettystown Golf Club for over
55 years.
Golf was Charlie’s passion and he
continued playing regularly until 2015
when his health deteriorated due to a
lung condition. A man of great faith he
accepted his illness with dignity and he
kept active as long as possible until his
final illness. He passed away peacefully in
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda on
30 April 2018.
Charlie’s wife Fidelma, his children –
Shane, Charlie, Deirdre, Aishling and Niall
– and their extended families sincerely
thank all serving and retired members who
attended his funeral and also the Garda
escort who accompanied us to the church.

Four generations of law enforcement:
Charlies father (also Charles) was born in
1897 and was in the RIC in Sligo. In 1922
he was posted to Tipperary Town where
he opened the first Garda Station in that
town. Charlie’s grandfather James, born in
1845, was also in the RIC in Longford and
Sligo, and a native of ‘Kildornan’, Forgney,
Co. Longford. And now his two sons are
in An Garda Síochána.

Superintendent at the age of just 36.
George’s knowledge of law and court
procedure was second-to-none, often
remarked upon by his peers, the judiciary
and legal professionals.
George’s first posting in 1946 was to
Coole, Co. Westmeath where he became
acquainted over the phone with a young
Mullingar telephonist Vera Donnelly.
They arranged a blind date, married in
1951 and traversed the country together
with their expanding family to Cloone,
Co. Leitrim, Aclare, Co. Sligo, Castlebar
and Claremorris, Co. Mayo, Navan, Co.
Meath, Union Quay, Cork City, Ballymote,
Co. Sligo and finally to Kells. Co. Meath
(1969-1988) as George was transferred
and promoted. He contentedly served 26
years at the rank of Superintendent.
Former colleagues of all rank
describe George as a fair, decent and
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honourable gentleman of the utmost
integrity whose concern for the welfare
of those who served with and under him
was exceptional- long before terms such
as employee assistance were coined let
alone introduced. Fr John Byrne PP Kells
referenced this at George’s funeral mass
with his choice of Gospel- the healing of
the centurion’s servant.
Along with his commitment to the
service of his country, George was a
dedicated husband to the late Vera,
father to Marie Celine (d. 1952), Martina,
Gabriel, Vivian(retired Transport Details),
Colette, Paul and Ray (serving member
Dunshaughlin), grandfather to nine and
great-grandfather. He is also survived by
his brother Tom, also a former member
(Clondalkin and Bridewell, Dublin).
George was a man of immense
faith. He was a voracious reader with a
photographic memory and a particular
ability to recall detail. He also loved a wide
variety of music, to which he listened while
puffing his pipe, and was a great fan of
the Garda Band. He returned almost yearly

JOHN JOSEPH (JOE)
REYNOLDS
Longford Hill
Mountbellew
Co. Galway
Birthplace:
Mountbellew, Co. Galway
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 13628L
Date of Death:
24 July 2018

John Joseph (Joe) Reynolds, whose death
occurred at his residence on July 24
2018, was a retired member of An Gárda
Siochána, who had served as Sergeant
in Carlow Station from 1973 until his
retirement from the Force in 1988.
Joe would have celebrated his 86th
birthday on 3 September if he had not
passed away following a brief illness.
Born into a farming background in
Mountbellow, Co. Galway in 1932, Joe
joined An Garda Síochána in October
1958, undertaking his training in the
Garda Depot, Phoenix Park. His first
posting was to Baltinglass, later serving
in Kildare Town from 1963 to 1966,
when he went back west of the Shannon,
transferring to Claremorris, Co Mayo.
Joe’s next station was Kilkelly, Co.
Mayo, where he went on promotion as
sergeant in 1971 and his final transfer
came in 1973 with his arrival in Carlow.
He married the former Clare Shanley from
Croghan, near Boyle, Co Roscommon
on his birthday, 3 September 1959. Joe
and Clare, who reared a family of four
children (three boys and a girl), celebrated
their Golden Wedding anniversary in
September 2009 with a party at their

to Carrigart and enjoyed catching up with
family and friends. With his mischievous
sense of humour he loved an audience,
and family gatherings were his particular
favourite. Political debates, or recounting
the book he had just read were also close
runners-up.
George spent his final weeks at the
Mater Private, and until his final day,
continued to tell stories from his earlier
days in An Garda Síochána and chat about
what was going on in the lives of family,
the book he was reading and what was
in the news. His company, wisdom and
humour will be sorely missed by all who
knew him.
The Dennison family wish to extend
their gratitude to all who offered their
sympathies and condolences either in
person or otherwise and are especially
appreciative of the members (serving and
retired) who formed the Guard of Honour
at St Columcille’s Church Kells.

May He Rest in Peace

home in Mountbellew where he had
moved back in December 1992.
During his garda days in Carlow, Joe
is remembered as a man who always
adopted a practical approach to the
public as a guardian of the peace, as
an individual who had the common
touch with people, and who was
highly respected by all sections of the
community.
In his younger days Joe played Gaelic
football with Mountbellew and was
proud to represent his county at minor
and senior level. He was a great student
of all sports and had a deep knowledge
of local, national and international news
through reading the Irish Independent
every day from cover to cover.
In a voluntary capacity Joe was a driver
for the Holy Angels Day Care Centre
in Carlow, both while a serving garda
and in retirement. He was a member
of the Parish Council Committee in
Mountbellew and chairman of that body
when the parish centre was built in the
village some years ago.
On his retirement Joe joined the
GSRMA Roscommon Branch, serving
as secretary for a number of years. He
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JOHN DUNNE
Graigue
Co. Laois
Birthplace:
Rathvilley, Co. Carlow
Rank: Detective Sergeant.
Reg. No.: 13129
Retired: 1986
Date of Death:
25 September 2018

was bereaved in November 2013 by the
death of wife Clare, after 54 years of
happy marriage – Clare’s passing was
a great blow to Joe. And the Reynolds
family suffered another loss in January
of this year when Joe’s younger and
only brother, Christy from Gurteen,
Mountbellew, passed away at the age of
84.
Joe’s daughter, Philomena Keating,
who lived next door to her dad, had been
a great source of support to Joe in the
years since Clare’s passing. Joe himself
had been a wonderful caring father to
his son, Joseph, who resided with him at
Longford Hill.
Joe reposed at his residence on
Wednesday July 25 when, among those
offering their sympathies to the Reynolds
family, was Supt Aidan Foley (Ballinasloe).
The Funeral Mass for Joe Reynolds
was celebrated in the local St Mary’s
Church, Mountbellew on Friday 26 July,
celebrated by Fr Karl Burns, PP.
Symbols of Joe’s life laid on a coffee
table made by his grandson Seán
Keating were: a photo of the winning
Mountbellew football team of 1957; a
copy of the Irish Independent; his car keys
– Joe was always ready to drive anyone

anywhere at the drop of a hat; and a
packet of Benson and Hedges cigarettes –
Joe enjoyed a smoke.
His son Brian narrated the bringing
forward of the symbols while other son
Gerry paid a fitting tribute to his dad in
a homily at the end of Mass. Following
Mass Joe was laid to rest with his beloved
Clare in the new cemetery, Mountbellew.
Members of An Garda Síochána formed a
guard of honour from the Reynolds home
to the church and from the church to the
graveside.
He is survived by his children
(Philomena Keating, Mountbellew;
Gerry, Athy; Joseph, Mountbellew; Brian,
Pollerton Little, Carlow; his sisters (Mary
Cleary, New Jersey; Teresa Reynolds,
Houston, Texas; and Anne O’Malley, Achill
Island, Co. Mayo), his nine grandchildren,
son-in-law Pat, daughters-in-law Ruth
and Anne, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,
nephews, nieces good neighbours and
friends.
A good number of Carlow people,
including a number of former garda
colleagues from Carlow Station attended
the obsequies.

We all felt a loss in the Laois/Offaly
Division when our comrade John Dunne
passed away on 25 September 2018 at
Tullamore Regional Hospital.
John joined An Garda Síochána in
1956 and spent all his service in the Laois/
Offaly Division, except for an unusual
posting at the start of his service when
he was first sent to Bruff, Co. Limerick
and after a few weeks HQ realised that a
misteke had been made and John had to
pack his bags and head for Portlaoise.
He was a native of Rathvilley, Co.
Carlow and for the greater part of
his service he resided at Graigue,
Mountmellick. He served in Bruff,
Portlaoise, Clonaslee, Mountmellick and
for the later years as a Detective Sergeant
in Tullamore.

Sport and outdoor activity played a
huge part in John’s life. For his early
sporting days it was the GM that held
his interest. He played county football
with Carlow, Dublin and Laoise and
club football with his native Rathvilley,
Clann na Gael in Dublin, Portlaoise and
Kilcavan.
Before the GM Ban was removed John
strayed a little to the rugby fields and
played as a prop-forward with Tullamore
Rugby Club for many years. Not being
content with sitting back and letting
other people do the work John became
a referee with the Leinster Rugby Branch
and continued to be a Rugby referee
accessor until he was 80 years of age.

May Joe Rest in Peace.

May He Rest in Peace
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JOHN MCCORMACK
40 Ballykeeffe Estate
Limerick.
Birthplace:
Lisnamuck, Co. Longford
Rank: Superintendent
Reg No.: 10086B
Date of Death:
29 January 2018

There was never any doubt in John’s mind
as to what he wanted to do in adult life.
From an early age he was determined to
pursue a career in the uniformed service
of his fledgling nation. John was born
the eldest of five children in Lisnamuck,
Longford on the 6 July 1925.
On completion of his education he
worked in a hardware and provision store
in Longford Town. In September 1945
he joined the Defence Forces and was
based at Costume Barracks, Athlone until
1948. He joined An Garda Síochána on 23
April 1948. His first station was Ballyvary,
Co. Mayo. He served next in Quin and
Newmarket-on-Fergus, County Clare in
1950, moving to Stepaside in Dublin/
Wicklow Division in 1953. He married his
wife, Lila (neé Lynch) of Newmarket-onFergus on the 12th of April 1955. They
had six children, Fionnuala, Deaglan,
Aogan, Deirdre, Emer and Grainne.
John was promoted Sergeant in
May 1960 and transferred to Dowra
in Sligo/Leitrim Division. He returned
to Athea in Limerick in January 1964
and to Abbeyfeale in 1966, moving to
Newcastlewest in 1967. The world was
on the brink of World War III with the
anticipated use of nuclear weapons.
A sergeant from each division was
selected to go to Ratra House in the
Phoenix Park (then Civil Defence HQ) to
undergo training in radiation detection.
John was selected from Limerick. He
returned and travelled around the Division,
instructing station parties in the use of
Dosimeters and calculating degrees of
radiation called Roentgens. This very
dangerous period also saw the delivery of

concrete blocks to many rural stations to
be used to construct a shelter in a selected
room within those stations.
John next moved to Edward Street,
Limerick in May 1971 where he would
often regale his Unit members with stories
of his experiences in other stations. Fair
Day in Dowra was a favourite. He was
promoted Inspector in March 1973 and
transferred to Ballinasloe, returning to
William Street Limerick in May 1977.
He was elected to the Executive
Committee of AGSI. On his promotion to
Superintendent in June 1981 John moved
to the Garda College, Templemore and
was also active on the Superintendent’s
Association. John returned to Askeaton
in March 1982 from where he retired in
1988 after 40 years service across seven
Divisions.
In retirement John was President of
the Irish Section of the IPA and frequently
contributed articles to the magazine. For
his dedication he was made an Honorary
Life Member. He received his GSRMA
Certificate of Appreciation in October
2014. He liked gardening, DIY and
crosswords.
John passed away on 29 January 2018
surrounded by his loving wife and family
in the wonderful care of the staff at
Millbrae Lodge Nursing Home. The family
would like to acknowledge with gratitude,
the sympathies extended in many forms,
the involvement of retired and serving
members in providing a Guard of Honour
and escort during the funeral.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
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MARY O’CONNELL
18 Lower Woodvale Road
Beaumount,
Cork City
Birthplace:
Emyvale, Co. Monaghan
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 18W
Date of Death:
16 July 2018

MICHAEL (MICK) RUANE
Summerstown Grove
Wilton
Cork
Birthplace:
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No. 13905L.
Date of Death:
8 Sept. 2017

On 16 July Mary O’Connell (née McKenna)
died peacefully in the tender and loving
care of the staff at Marymount University
Hospital and Hospice,Cork.
Mary was the daughter of the late
John and Margaret McKenna (Truagh, Co.
Monaghan) and the sister of the late Cllr.
Willie McKenna, Eileen Kerr (Castleblaney)
and Seán McKenna (Dundalk).
Mary worked in the Clones Creamery after
graduating from the Munstrer Institute
in Cork in the mid-50s. She was the first
woman from Monaghan to join An Garda
Síochána, when she entered the Phoenix
Park Depot in December 1960.
Allocated the registration number W18,
she transferred to Cork City in May 1961
and was stationed in the Bridewell until she
married in 1964 and then had to retire due
to the Marriage Ban.
Her husband Seán, a native of Kerry,
was also a member of An Garda Síochána

Michael was born at the foot of the
famous ‘Slieve-Na-mBan’ in Co. Tipperary.
After completing his education, he spent
a short period working at Kickham Army
Barracks, Clonmel’ before following in
his father’s footsteps to join An Garda
Síochána in May 1959. On the train to
Phoenix Park he was joined by another
Tipperary recruit Johnny Burke.
After the Passing-Out Parade in the
Depot Square in October, under Sergeant
Jamsie Dillon, Michael was assigned to
Mountrath Station, Co. Laois. When the
border campaign commenced in 1961,
a transfer took him to Dowra Garda
Station, Co. Cavan. While there he served
with colleagues like Frank Corrigan.
When the border campaign ended he
was transferred on 14 May 1964 to
Watercourse Road Station, Cork City.
In 1970, he was appointed manager
of the canteen at Union Quay Divisional
HQ. Later he served at the Public Service
Vehicle Office before retiring from the

(14469L). They met during training and met
again when both were allocated to Cork
City. He served as a Detective Sergeant in
Cork City until his retirement in 1997.
Mary and Seán lived in the Blackrock
area of Cork City with their five children.
Though ‘exiled’ in Cork, Mary remained
a proud Monaghan woman and loved to
return ‘home’ as often as possible. She was
a faithful supporter of the Monaghan team.
Mary always maintained a keen interest in
Monaghan activities and news and had a
copy of ‘The Northern Standard’ delivered
to her local shop in Cork every week.
She is survived by her husband Seán,
five children, ten grandchildren, sister,
brother, sisters- in-law, brothers-in-law,
neices, nephews and a large circle of
friends.

Ar Dheis Dé go Bhfuil a Anam.

force in 1993. After retirement he served
six years on the Staff at St Paul’s Garda
Credit Union.
Mick was a staunch supporter of
Tipperary hurling, wore the blue and gold
colours with pride and attended many
Munster and All-Ireland Finals. He loved a
game of snooker and played the ‘45’ card
game weekly with friends. For relaxation,
he enjoyed a morning swim at Brookfield
Leisure Centre and in the afternoons loved
watching horse racing on TV.
Mick married Mary McCarthy, a native
of Garryvoe, Co. Cork in 1969 and they
reared a family of three sons – Brian,
Kieran and Michael. Sadly, Brian passed
away in Marymount Hospice, Cork on 7
January 2018.
Mary wishes to thank serving and
retired members who attended the
funerals and performed traffic duties.

Go raibh leaba aco I measc na naoimh.
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MICHAEL JOSEPH
MCCORMACK
Garryduff Park
Castlebar
Co. Mayo
Birthplace:
Castletogher,
Williamstown, Co. Galway
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 13609C
Date of Death:
11 May 2018

PAT KILKER
Ennis
Co. Clare
Birthplace:
Bangor Erris, Co Mayo
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 12653E
Date of Death:
1 December 2015

Retired Sergeant Michael McCormack
13609C was called to God and passed
away peacefully on Friday 11 May 2018 at
the age of 85, surrounded by his beloved
family.
Michael Joseph was born on 26 August
1932 in Castletogher, Williamstown, Co.
Galway to Mary and Martin McCormack,
and had one brother John James
McCormack.
Michael graduated from Rathfarnham
Garda Training College in 1959. In the
early years of his career he served in
Rathfarnham, Kilmaine, Ballindine and
Ballyvary. He was transferred to Castlebar
in 1978 where he remained until his
promotion to the rank of sergeant in 1984
when he took up a position in Buncranna,
Co. Donegal.
His final posting was in Ballyglass,
Claremorris, Co. Mayo where he was
stationed until his retirement in 1986
at the age of 54. Michael loved being a
member of the Garda Síochána and was
devastated to retire so early. He was a
well respected member of the force and
was very popular in each community that
he served. A fact borne out by not one
but two of these communities holding a
Retirement Party for him.
He led an active and happy retirement
and took up a position as a security
guard. He travelled extensively with his
wife Margaret and regularly visited his
sons and daughter overseas and went
on many cruises. He loved Gaelic football

Pat was born in 1932 to the late Bridget
and Peter Kilker of Shagraddy, Bangor
Erris, Co. Mayo, and was one of nine
siblings. Pat graduated from Phoenix
Park Garda Depot in 1955 and was first
stationed in Ennis/Lissycasey, Co Clare.
He later transferred to Border Duty in
Co. Monaghan where his path crossed
with his wonderful wife Mary. They
married and returned to Kilkee, Co. Clare
in 1960 where they remained for 10
years before Pat was transferred to Ennis,
where he eventually retired in 1989, after
34 years’ service in An Garda Síochána.
Pat and Mary were blessed with 10
children – Gráinne, Patrick, Mary, Brian,
Catherine, Owen, Regina, Declan, Barbara
and Mark – and 17 grandchildren.

and International rugby and was an avid
Galway and Ireland supporter. Michael will
be lovingly remembered and sorely missed
by Margaret his loving wife of 54 years.
He was a devoted and warmhearted
father to his daughters Michelle Godfrin
and Vanessa McCormack and a shining
example to his sons John, Croan, Jerome,
Darren and sons-in-law Greg and Padraic.
As a father he was without doubt one of
Life’s Greatest treasures.
Michael was a doting grandfather to
his grandsons Joshua and Ashton Godfrin,
Jonah James and Dominic McCormack,
granddaughter Sophia McCormack and
grandsons Cormac and Caden Browne.
He was a cherished son, brother,
husband, father, father-in-law, grandfather
and friend and made a loving impact on
all who knew him. His funeral took place
at the church of the Holy Rosary, Castlebar
with burial afterwards at Castlebar New
Cemetery.
His family were comforted by the
vast numbers that attended his service.
Sincere gratitude is extended to all those
who attended and especially to the local
GSRMA for providing a guard of honor
that would have made him very proud
indeed.

I still cry because you died Dad yet I smile
because you lived. Until we meet again.
Ar dheis De go raibh a anam.

However, he had a very special affection
for the latest addition, baby Luke, with
whom he shared many special moments
over his final eight months. But in truth
he loved all his grandchildren equally.
A dedicated family man, Pat and Mary
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary
in May 2015, a milestone they were both
very proud of. Pat was very well respected
among all his peers and is sadly missed by
all who knew him.
The family would like to thank the
retired Gardaí and the serving members
who played a large part in a dignified and
memorable funeral service.

May His Gentle and Very Kind Soul Rest in
Peace.
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PATRICK COOGAN
Silverdale
Ballinlough
Cork
Birthplace:
Kilkenny.
Rank: Inspector
Reg No.: 13176H
Date of Death:
10 January 2018

PATRICK MCLOUGHLIN
Aedan Vale
TuIlamore
Co. Offaly
Birthplace:
Pulronaghane, Kiltimagh,
Co. Mayo.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 14818M
Retired: March 1991
Date of Death:
25 July 2018

Born in Kilkenny on 19 September 1936 to
parents Ellen (from Walkin St)¬ and Patrick
(from Danesfort) Pat Coogan grew up in
Durrow, Co. Laois. He was educated, as a
boarder, at Kilkenny’s famous St. Kieran’s
College, where he excelled as a hurler and
athlete. Although he only ever described
himself as a ‘very average’ student, on
graduation, Pat applied, and was accepted
as a Garda recruit.
On passing out from the Training
Depot in Phoenix Park in 1957, aged 21,
Garda No. 13176H was assigned to Cork,
and served there until retirement. His
love of, and prowess in sport, continued,
particularly on the running track, where
for many years he was rarely beaten to the
tape on Garda Sports Day.
He joined the famous Sarsfield GAA
Club, to continue hurling, and became
widely known in particular, for his
formidable skill in the ‘Poc Fada’ event.
In Cork City, Pat served at Shandon, but
also, as a young Sergeant, was assigned
to Buttevant and Blarney. Later, on
promotion to Inspector, he was based
for a number of years in Cobh, before
returning to the City, and his final posting
at Gurranabraher.

It was a huge shock to all our retired
members when retired member, Pat
Mcloughlin, died suddenly at his home on
Wednesday 25 July 2018. Pat’s first service
was in the DMA and he then transferred
to Portarlington Station in the Laois/Offaly
Division where he met his future wife,
Joan Powel.
His next move was to Clara, Co. Offaly
where he spent many years. Pat never
lost contact with the people of Clara
even though he was the District Clerk in
the Superintendents Office in TuIlamore
for many years before he retired. After
his retirement he spent several years
working for Offaly County Council in the
Environmental Section.
Pat and Joan raised four children –
Siobhan, Padraig, Eoghan and Thomas.
The connection with An Garda Síochána
has been maintained as Siobhan is a
Garda, stationed in Co. Monaghan.

In the course of his service, as the
Northern Troubles raged, Pat also
undertook a brief tour of duty in the
border region, based at Scotstown. On
retirement from an Garda Síochána in
1989, Pat joined the staff at St Paul’s
Garda Credit Union, where he worked for
more than two decades.
He was a founder member of the Cork
Garda Choir. A natural tenor, Pat loved to
sing, and performed with the choir all over
Ireland, for many years. He also travelled
overseas with the choir, most notably to
the USA, marching and performing at a
St Patrick’s Day Festival Parade in Miami,
Florida.
In 1964, Pat married Rose Herlihy, from
Ballinlough, in Cork. They have two sons,
PJ and John, a daughter, Ellmarie, and
eight grandchildren. His only sister, Maura
(Brophy) who lived in Durrow, predeceased
him.
Pat Coogan, known affectionately to
his wife and family as ‘Paddy’, died at
Cork University Hospital on 10 January
2018, aged 81 years. He was laid to rest at
St. Michael’s Cemetery, Blackrock, Cork.

May He Rest in Peace

Pat always took a great interest in youth
organisations and he devoted 30 years as
a volunteer with An Foroige, and spent
several years as National Chairman of that
organisation. Up to the time of his death
he was the current chairman of the Offaly
District Council of Feroige.
Many tributes have been paid to Pat
from within An Foroige for his years of
service and dedication. He was devoted to
his wife Joan and was heartbroken when
she died three years ago. In fact, part of
Pat died when Joan was taken from him.
His children and extended family wish
to thank all his friends who attended at his
funeral services and who sent messages of
sympathy. A special word of thanks to the
retired members who provided a Guard of
Honour after his funeral Mass.

Ar Dheis De go raibh a anam Deillis
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TAKING STEPS TO
TACKLE PROSTATE
CANCER
Diagnosed with prostate cancer in August, Trevor Laffan (Cork City Branch) says it didn’t
come as a complete surprise, because he had been having some tests during the course of
the previous months and they all pointed in the one direction. Nevertheless, it still hit him
hard when he heard the actual diagnosis, and he claims that his story is not unfamiliar.

T

he word ‘cancer’ has a way of unsettling the most
resilient of us. Men over 50 get their PSA (prostatespecific antigen) checked by their GP and they don’t wait
until it’s too late.
My story is not unfamiliar, and there is hardly a
household in the country that hasn’t been visited by the
scourge of this disease. In my own case, it has already
claimed my parents and my younger sister. While it’s not
always possible to win the battle with cancer, not every
case is fatal either. There are steps we can take, in some
circumstances, to identify the early onset of the disease
and give ourselves a fighting chance.
Early detection is vital and it’s for that reason, I’m
telling this story. I have discovered a few things over the
last few months that I think
are important and need to be
highlighted but first, let’s go back
to the beginning.
BACK TO THE BEGINNING
In January 2018 I went for a
regular blood test and it showed
a rise in my PSA level. This test
is used as an indicator that
something may be going on with
the prostate gland. I have been
monitoring mine for years, so
when my GP noticed a change,
he decided to let it settle for a
month or so and then repeat
the test again and compare the
results.
In March, the second test
confirmed that the PSA level
had risen so he did a DRE, a
digital rectal examination, which
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involves physically feeling the prostate gland to feel for
any abnormality. He wasn’t completely happy, so he
decided to send me to a consultant.
The consultant carried out his own DRE and he felt
an irregularity. He arranged to take it a step further and
organised an MRI which subsequently confirmed that
there was a problem. It was time to take it to the next
level and he arranged for a biopsy to be carried out.
This is an uncomfortable procedure that involves taking
12 samples of the prostate which are sent for analysis.
In my case, two of the 12 samples turned out to be
positive for cancer and the scoring system that they use to
determine the seriousness of the condition put me in the
mid-level range. Because of my age, 60, which is young

Prostate cancer is one of the most common forms of cancer in men over 50 years
of age.
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The options were traditional surgery performed by a surgeon with a scalpel, or alternatively, robotic surgery which is
carried out by a machine controlled by a surgeon.
in terms of the age profile of prostate cancer sufferers,
the consultant decided that the best option for me was to
have the prostate removed surgically.
The options I was given were traditional surgery
performed by a surgeon with a scalpel, or alternatively,
robotic surgery which is carried out by a machine
controlled by a surgeon. Robotic surgery was a completely
new concept to me, but I had time to research both
options before making a final decision because there was
another hurdle to overcome first.
ROBOTIC SURGERY
This next step was an Isotope Bone Test which is carried
out to determine if the cancer has spread beyond the
prostate gland into the bone. This process traces a dye as
it travels around the body and can detect any irregularities
in the bone which can then be scanned for signs of
cancer. The good news for me was that this test showed
that the cancer was contained within the prostate. Next
step was surgery.
I elected to have robotic surgery and I met my surgeon
on Thursday 20 September in Dublin as the procedure
was set to take place in the Mater Private Hospital. He
arranged for me to be admitted the following Monday,
24 September, and the surgery was carried on Tuesday. I
rested on Wednesday and I was released on Thursday and
sent home to recover. Done and dusted.
I have had my eyes opened during these last few

months. I had always believed that early detection is vital
for a positive outcome when treating cancer because it’s
all I ever heard. We are constantly being advised to watch
out for changes in our bodies and to contact our GP if we
find anything suspicious.
Prostate cancer is one of the most common forms
of cancer in men over 50 years of age. We are told to
watch out for the symptoms that include having difficulty
in urinating, urinating frequently and having to get up
during the night and being unable to empty the bladder
completely. These are indicators that something might be
awry. When the prostate is enlarged, it affects the flow.
My GP described it to me as being a bit like putting your
foot on a garden hose.
PSA is a protein produced by normal, as well as
malignant, cells of the prostate gland. The PSA test
measures the level of PSA in a man’s blood. For this test,
a blood sample is sent to a laboratory for analysis. The
blood level of PSA is often elevated in men with prostate
cancer. It’s not conclusive and there are other reasons
why someone might have a raised PSA, but it is another
indicator.
REGULAR PSA CHECKS
Fortunately, I have been having my PSA checked for years
by my GP. I have been with this man for more than 40
years and he has never let me down, so I have great faith
in him. When he said it was time to go further, that was
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good enough for
me, but it was from
that point on, that
things got a little
complicated.
Like everyone
else, I am used to
hearing stories of
a crisis in the HSE
but it’s not until you
see it for yourself
that you get a
real appreciation
of how seriously
screwed up it is.
As a layman, I’m
not well versed
when it comes to
medical matters,
but I have learned
through first hand
experience that our
health care system
is broken.
The word
‘cancer’ sends a
shiver up the spine
of most people
It is vital that men of a certain age have their PSA checked regularly by their GP.
and as my mother,
four days and my GP was given the result two days later.
father and sister
The consultant on the other hand was also given the
died from the disease, I had good reason to be nervous.
No matter how often you hear that prostate cancer is very result but I would have to wait another three weeks if I
opted to get the result from him.
treatable, and you shouldn’t worry, it doesn’t do much to
I had enough of this messing, so I took the matter
reassure the person who has it.
in hand and contacted a surgeon in the Mater Private
As far as I was concerned, I had this thing growing
Hospital in Dublin and arranged the robotic surgery. Two
inside me that had the potential to end my life and I
weeks later, I was on my way home to recover.
wanted it out, the sooner the better. I didn’t get this
As of now, there are over 700,000 people on hospital
sense of urgency from the first consultant I dealt with. I
waiting lists. I was one of those and I would still be part
had to wait a few weeks for the biopsy to be arranged
of that number if I didn’t rescue myself from the system.
and a further six weeks before I got the result. I was then
I have been told by those working in that health system
advised that I needed an Isotope Bone scan and that
that it is broken, but we knew that already.
appointment was set for 5 November, more than ten
There can’t be much joined-up thinking going on
weeks after receiving the result of the biopsy.
when there are two hospitals less than two kilometres
This, to my mind, went against all the advice about
apart, both doing Isotope Bone Scans, but one has a two
early detection. After all, what was the point in finding
and a half month waiting while the other has none!
the cancer early if you have to wait over ten weeks to
I was told by a practitioner that the further you go up the
discover if it has spread somewhere else?
chain of command, the less understanding they have of
When I queried this, I was told that there were others
the reality of what it’s like at the coal face and the less
who were in a more serious condition than I was, and
they care.
they also had to wait. This was due to a huge waiting list
Meanwhile, those who do care are blue in the face from
and there was nothing they could do about it.
trying to make things better for their patients and their
frustration is obvious.
GETTING PRIVATE CONSULTATION
Those who are responsible for fixing it, don’t know
I wasn’t prepared to accept that, so I contacted the Bon
how to. Simon Harris strikes me as a genuine character,
Secours Hospital, where there is no waiting list by the
but he is struggling to make a difference while the gurus
way, and had the scan arranged and completed within
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in the HSE are obviously out of their depth, and they can’t
solve the problem either.
Meanwhile the 700,000 people who need to be
treated for whatever ails them are worried about their
future and so they should be. Some will have to wait
up to two
years for their
appointments
and could well
depart this world
before they get to
see the relevant
person. It’s not
good enough but
we already knew
that too.

checked regularly by their GP. They should not wait until
they experience some problems with their ‘waterworks’
because by then it could be too late. Men need to be
proactive and have themselves checked. It’s a simple blood
test that could save their lives.

MEN NEED TO BE
PROACTIVE
Now back to
the reason that
I am sharing
my experience.
I received my
diagnosis without
having any of
the recognised
symptoms and
that surprised me.
I was going along,
blissfully unaware
that there was
anything wrong
with me and only
for the PSA test, I
would have been
in serious trouble.
I’m not the only
one.
I have met lots
of men in the
last few months
who received the
same diagnosis
as I did, and most
of them had no
symptoms either. I
thought mine was
an unusual case,
but it appears
that this is very
common, so the
message is clear.
It is vital that men
of a certain age
have their PSA
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ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

•

WILLIAM STREET GARDA
STATION (1978)

Pictured (l-r): Dan Danagher, Denis
Hurley (RIP), Senan O’Gorman, Joe
Munnelly, Dan O’Connor, Dave
Acton (RIP), Gerry McCabe (RIP),
Martin Fitzpatrick, John O’Connor,
Pat Courtney (RIP), Tom Cummins,
Ted McCarthy (RIP), Mick McDermott
(RIP), Pat Coleman, John Lamb (RIP),
John Kelly, Joe Lowney, John Tagney
(RIP), Larry O’Grady (RIP), Cormac
Hurley, Tom Kenny, Mick Hynes
(RIP), Pat Spillane, Ignatius Cadigan
(RIP), Tim Hanrahan, John L Sullivan,
Willie Barry, Paddy Bailey (RIP), Mick
Kavanagh, Jim Naughton, Peter
Quinn, Eamon McDonagh and Tom
Healy.

•

GARDA CREW FROM ST MICHAEL’S ROWING 8S
(50 YEARS AGO)

Back Row (l-r): Michael Marrinan (coach) Michael Murphy, Liam
Quinn, Paddy Treacy (Captain of St Michael’s), Ben O’Sullivan,
Charlie Brennan, Ted Phayer (Vice Captain)
Front Row (l-r): Bill Cunningham (Coach) John L Sullivan, Peter
Holland, Michael Moore (Cox) John O’Connor, Martin Keane,
Willie Carmody (President of St Michael’s) RIP.
(Photo courtesy of Michael Murphy, one of the crew of eight
rowers and thankfully all members are still around and in good
health)

•

•

GARDA DEPOT POOL CONTEST (15 APRIL 1999)

Contestants (l-r): Bernard Bolger, Eddie O’Connor, Tom
Donnelly and Mick Gallagher. (Photo courtesy of Eugene
Healy)

PRESENTATION OF MEDALS IN DMG HANDBALL
CHAMPIONSHIPS AT PEARSE ST, GARDA STATION
(SEPTEMBER 1963)

Chief Supt Tim O’Brian, Store St, presents the senior medal to Mick Sullivan, a
native of Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny, then stationed in Terenure. Also receiving
medals (l-r): Eamonn Reidy stationed in Blackrock, Noel Hynes in SDU, Dublin
Castle, Tom Dunne; unknown, Dick Walsh in Coolock, Supt Bart Walsh, Dublin
Castle, and John Fleming, SDU, Dublin Castle, who later reached the rank of
Assistant Commissioner.
(Photo courtesy of Noel Hynes)
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•

FIRST CAVAN/MONAGHAN DIVISIONAL
TRAFFIC CORPS (1977)

Back Row (l-r): PJ Sheerin, Pat Hesnan, Cyril Smith,
Frank Thorne, Nathy Cawley, Pat Foley, Cathal Early and
Ben Geraghty.
Front Row (l-r): Gerry Keane, Joe Dirwan, Tom
Monaghan, Seamus Brady and Paudge Colleran.
(Photo courtesy of Joe Dirwan)

•

FIREARMS TRAINING, KILBRIDE (3 DECEMBER
1986)

Members (l-r): Martin Gleeson, P.J. Harding (Instructor), Pat
Ryan, Moses Walsh (Instructor), John Duggan, Jim Devanney,
Joe McCabe, Tom Crossan and Pat Morgan.
(Photo courtesy of GSRMA Member Eugene Healy)

•

•

CASTLECOMER STATION PARTY (1986)

Back Row (l-r): Paul Flannery (RIP), Tony O’Connell, Luke Kavanagh
and Tom Walsh
Front Row (l-r): Tony O Donnell (RIP), Gerry McNamara and
Criostoir O’loinsigh (RIP). (Photo courtesy of Gerry McNamara,
Limerick Branch)

DO YOU KNOW THESE ‘UNKNOWN’ SOCCER PLAYERS?

If you were part of Garda Depot Soccer team in 1986, can you let us know the unknown names? This photo was taken at Coldcut,
Ballyfermot in 1986; the Depot had been narrowly defeated 1-0 by ‘A’ District:
Back Row (l-r): Rory Durrad, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, Colm O’Callaghan, and unknown.
Front Row (l-r): Tommy ‘Tosh’ Lavery, Jim Marshall, Willie Keenan, Pat Kavanagh, Gus Keating, and unknown.
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD
ANOTHER €100 UP
FOR GRABS!
1

Please send your
completed entries to
‘Winter 2018 Competition’,
SIOCHAIN, Ocean
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin
2, to arrive no later than
Friday 8 February 2019.
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The first correct entry
drawn bags the €100
prize. Good luck to
everyone who enters!
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CROSSWORD

•

Across

8 Strange chance I’m taking letting one tinker with my plugs. (8)

11 Find seasonal bush and horse’s joints in the garden in summer. (10)
12 Return cooking utensil and have a bit of a kip. (3)

13 I’d be surrounded by items of ladies’ undergarments and hairstyles!
(6)

14 Would prefer to put a verminous creature before her. (6)

16 Are these trees unchanged even after an all-consuming forest fire?
(5)

72 Made live adjustment, though not in modern times. (8)
•

Down

1 Buildings where the masses go on a regular basis. (8)

2 When last of meal is in the intestine, it’s just far too much. (4)

3 Sounds like ancient instrument would be suitable for President

Trump! (4)

4 Fight under the tree on Christmas morning? (3)

5 They’re inclined to lead to the downfall of many a holiday-maker at

18 Take part in democratic process despite unlawful veto. (4)

this time. (3-6)

capital. (5)

Sword, Juno, etc. (4)

20 Take great pleasure in the fact that Jimmy has returned without
21 Where there are bees, there should be stings, but no – just itches!
(5)

7 Endlessly retreats at sites of the Normandy landings, Omaha,
8 Polite expression of surprise, though stating the obvious! (7-5)
9 Encouraging dig in the ribs? (5)

24 Shop to change snaps once, now shots. (6)

10 Being upset, padre’s not using butter on his bread. Or bed! (6)

27 Strange ideas being whispered in dramatic setting. (5)

times! (3)

25 Now this is a cross one! (4)

29 Various variations on role of the birthday boy of long ago. (7)
30 Give out because it’s time to return. (4)
31 Herb is a wise man. (4)

32 The thing is: express disapproval to the suggestion. (6)

33 Might she help a person to get to a performance at La Scala? (4)
38 Place with no room for 29 Across’ parents. (3)
40 Aren’t they the slippery ones? (4)

41 Crashed car lent, into dividing barrier between both sides of
motorway. (7)

42 Bad effect of ditty used in product promotion. (7)

43 A minor domestic row turns on water sources. (4)

44 A high ball in tennis might be part of clobbering opponent. (3)

46 Find something that 6 Across might need to replace, in SPAR,
Tuam. (4)

48 Might divorcee be inclined to give one a longer deadline to
complete task? (6)

52, 37 Down & 64 Across. Traditional Christmas presents during
stable times. (4)

53 It’s pointless to try when I am in the delivery vehicle. (4)

54 These are accounts given to the gardaí of the audible effects of
wildfowlers. (7)

56 Tea in UK gets in at last developing links to a troubled country that
also produces tea. (5)

57 Intend to describe defining character from A Christmas Carol. (4)

58 The best 31 Across is to be found in the direction of Connemara. (6)
59 Fancy house but in going after it, that would make one a criminal.
(5)

63 A crazy way to return knock-out punch? (4)

61 May be welcomed at dessert course but definitely not on golf
course! (5)

64 See 52 Across. (5)

65 Scene I is to be rewritten, but they’re all related. (6)

68 Get retributive satisfaction by destroying convention city. (6)
70 Self-centred character takes part in negotiations. (3)

71 Antagonist upset by such lack of progress and inertia. (10)

15 Sounds like Santa Claus has to call for his garden implement, three
17 Experience deep psychological feeling, like me too in crisis? (7)
19 It’s a rope trick, for instance like 33 Across. (5)

22 In Caesar’s day, 66500 was really bright and clear. (5)

23 So no returning will be permitted, though not just quite yet. (4)

26 Damage to real rug is not exceptional, just the usual everyday
matter. (7)

28 Boring and uninteresting feeling when listener is in such an arid
situation. (6)

31 Pete’s in a mess because of such a precipitous gradient. (5)

34 Beg storyteller to tell some more mischievous fairy-tales. (7)

35 Did something about it and had roles in amateur dramatics. (5)
36 Maybe what the petty thief will do is act as an informant for the
gardaí? (6)

37 See 52 Across. (12)

38 Well it’s not just a case of: “I’ll remove the apostrophe!” (3)

39 Overturn the prohibition on something that might catch you! (3)

45 Doesn’t allow one to look through the quality in Europa cityscape.
(7)

47 Girl coming before may have the answer. (5)

49 Giant tree, when chopped up, will fit in very smoothly with the whole
system. (9)

50 Botanically, the spud or the dahlia can be mashed by a large,
uncouth animal. (5)

51 Celebrities turn up with lower class corner boy! (4)

55 Notes that it’s the end. Unravelling snags now will only bring it on.
(4,4)

57 Capuchin has cash, about a thousand. (6)

60 It’s real cool and it’s hard for those who would like to walk on water.
(3)

62 Be very angry at one who would put an intravenous line initially into
cap. (5)

64 It’s the same difference – a flat-topped hill in the west. (4)
66 A terrible Muscovite. (4)

67 Plagiarize from a popular site at this time of year. (4)
69 May have precedence over chicken – and then again, may not! It’s a moot
point. (3)
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Solution to Crossword in Autumn 2018
1

8

C
11

4

10

N

16

13
13

E

12

7

6

5

All the answers in this puzzle are four-letter words. The last
letter of each answer is the first letter of the next. Follow
the direction of the spiral when filling in the answers. When
completed, the letters across the shaded middle line will
‘demonstrate’ something with which you may not agree!
1.

Find a little animal just above your heel.

2.

Black Beauty as a baby.

3.

Many names on it will make ship heel over to one side.

4.

One providing ivory.

5.

It may not be murder if a butcher should do so!

6.

Hammer, spanner, screwdriver or saw returned for burglar’s haul.

7.

Fall during a road journey.

8.

Makes for a good book or film about a bit of land to build on.

9.

It sounds that what is imparted by teacher is not slack.

10.

Units for heavyweights.

11.

This clue is certainly not hard!

12.

Little row between lovers?

13.

Bracken.

14.

It takes some nerve to hold your head up!

15.

Barrels in which spirits are stored.

16.

X marks it.

Answers
1. CALF
2. FOAL
3. LIST
4. TUSK
5. KILL
6. LOOT
7. TRIP
8. PLOT
9. TAUT
10. TONS
11. SOFT
12. TIFF
13. FERN
14. NECK
15. KEGS
16. SPOT

17

D
20

A
24

A

2

3

4

R
H
O
D
E
I
S
L
A
N
D

E P E L
T
O
A
O
9
R K
N O R
E
D
N
B R A S K A
C
D
14
C A L A T O
F
P
18
19
R T
E V E
E
R
21
22
O R E D
O
M
E
S
25
N T A R C T I
E
T
A
O
27
E C H E L O N

Sudoku

8

5

4
3

9

7
6

4

2
5

5

6
8

3
7

6

3

7

R I F L E S
D
O
I
W E G I A N
A
T
11
12
L E E R E
R
N
15
16
R S
I N T
C
N
H
N I N G O U
M
S
23
L I V E O I
T
N
A
26
C A
J U S
R
O
T
28
S T Y E S

4
9

2

8

1

Congratulations to

S
D
O
T
L
T

7
2
8

3

Matt Shanley, Greystones, Co. Wicklow.
Winner of the Autumn 2018 Crossword
€100 Cheque is in the post!
Word Across Middle = PROTEST.

IN THE FRAME

NATIONAL POLICE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE
Retired Garda Joe Fanning
[21357H] pictured with
Garda Commissioner
Drew Harris and PSNI
Chief Constable George
Hamilton at the Waterfront
Hall in Belfast on Sunday
30 September 2018 after
National Police Memorial
Day Service. (Photo
Courtesy of William Ryan,
Templemore Branch)

HARP SOCIETY CEREMONY
Pictured at the HARP Society ceremony in
Mount Argus on 15 September 2018:

(John Duffy, Jim Herlihy, GSRMA President
Matt Givens and Pat McCarthy

Pictured (l-r): Jim Herlihy, Gerry Lovett, Commissioner Drew Harris and
Eddie O’Donovan. (Photo Courtesy of Jim Herlihy)
GSRMA DONATION TO COLIN BELL TRUST FUND
Pictured at the presentation of the GSRMA donation to the Colin Bell
Trust Fund:
Front Row (l-r): Paschal
Feeney (GSRMA General
Secretary), Eithne and
Colin Bell and Matt Givens
(GSRMA President). Back
Row (l-r): Marie Roche
(GSRMA Vice-President) and
Frank Fitzpatrick (GSRMA
Central Committee
Member)

Jim Herlihy Supt Laura Mangan, Terenure
Garda Station; GSRMA President Matt
Givens; Eddie O’Donovan and Billy Moore
(Retired RUC Sgt).

CLASS REUNION - February 1968
The February 1968 Class Reunion was held at The Ashling Hotel in May 2018.

Front Row (l-r): Bernard O’Neill, Vincent McGuire, John Coone, Gerry Ginty, Tony Dowd and Liam Mayock.
Back Row (l-r): John Dalton, Mick Doherty, Christy Dineen, Mick Connolly, Barnes Murphy, Michael Benson, Frank
Keavey, John Burke, Joe McGarty, Brendan Quinn (Drill Instructor). Pat McCarthy, Eugene Gilligan, Tom Saunderson and
Eugene Ferris. (Photo Courtesy of Vincent McGuire, Galway Branch)
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A tribute to all those who died in the First World War
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch
He lay there on muddied ground
Eyes staring into the abyss,
Not seeing or hearing the
The cascade of bullets or shrapnel
As if a final kiss.
Comrades in arms wrapped
In a death dance of
Intestinal gore and blood,
Horses and men trapped
Swallowed whole
Drowned in a sea of mud.
Ypres, Paschendale are
Only names on a map
But killing fields of gentle souls,
Boys and men sent into
A hell and featureless trap.
Screams of agony and
Cries for help pervade,
Forlorn faces as
Whistles invade,
Over the top and into death,
Men charge forward
As if in a race.

The Cliffs of Annacoona
By Michael O’Connor, Sligo/Leitrim Branch
‘Neat the Cliffs of Annacoona in the Dartry Mountain range
Where the horseshoe road meanders round to meet itself again
The misty rain was clearing to expose that chasm great
the little sheep on slopes so steep proceed to eat and graze
I stood and looked in wonder as that cliff threw off its cloak
The shawl of mist began to drift
just like a wisp of smoke
Nearby a little waterfall was gushing down that hill
and still the sheep continued,up above, to eat their fill
The cave of love, as legend tells, is there for all to see
Where Diarmuid once took Grainne, from Fionn MacCool to flee
But at this place, they do relate,
poor Diarmuid lost his life,
while laying in the arms of his soon expectant wife.
Now as I look around this place and think of legends strange
that local folk will tell you happened here in this great range
‘Neat the Cliffs of Annacoona,please visit if you will,
you’ll see the little sheep as well, proceed to eat their fill.

Metal darts punch
Holes in cloth and flesh,
Left alone to die
With deaths caress,
Remember me when I am gone
A boy I went, a man
I’ve become.
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Christmas Thought
By Tom Smith, Dungarvan Branch
Filigree of moonlit frost
Gold and silver thatch
Candlelight casting shadows
Walls of lime whitewash
Snowmen stand on guard
Outside the green backdoor
Shaped by frozen, tiny hands
Christmastime once more
Children at the window kneel
Look for the Bethlehem star
See Rudolf’s red nose light up
Santa sledges in from afar
They cover up with blankets
Conceal their excited heads,
They listen quietly while Santa
Stocking-fills near their beds,
Snowball battles long over
Victorious cries no more
Footprints melted in the snow,
Thawed snowmen now folklore
The stout, mud walls lie derelict
Roof thatch has tumbled down.
Christmas ghost lies buried
Deep within the sacred mound
No candlelight in the window
To welcome home the strays
No cookies left out for Santa
Long gone the greeting rays
High steppers on the half door
Make rattle on the mud floor
Accordion music belting out
Dancers shouting for more
Swingers reeling round the kitchen
Mind the dresser’s ‘Willow’ dishes
Fingers weaved in true lovers’ knot
As they whisper hush-hush wishes
The garden has no blooming love
Long dead from years of desertion
A graveyard for thawed snowmen
Children at rest from over exertion
Hardship lurked amid these walls
Need saw the young ship out
Some emigrants never returned
Too much poverty about
The whitewashed walls once a home
Now abandoned sad mud piles
Within a shard of mirror
Is every Christmas smile
Pause at these old ruins
You’ll hear the children play
Remember long lost families
A thought this Christmas day.
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On Garda Edward Shaughnessy’s
Response to the Call of Duty
(28 June 1967)
By Sean O’Ceallaigh, a cousin of Eamonn’s wife Carmel
YES, HE WAS SWIFT THE SUMMONS TO OBEY
A SERIOUS SHEMOZZLE TO FORESTALL
WHICH COULD CAUSE INJURY THAT POLLING DAY
TO SEVERAL TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN SMALL
AND WHEN THE RIVAL GANGS BEFORE HIM FLED
THROUGH BREAK AND SCRUB AND PERILOUS TERRAIN
WITH VIM AND VIGOUR HE THEM AFTER SPED
UNTIL HE HAD THEM FACE TO FACE AGAIN
TWO TRIED TO QUICK SKEDADDLE ‘CROSS A WALL
HE THEM PURSUED AND GRABBED THEM TIGHTLY; LO
ONE LOST HIS BALANCE AND THEY THREE DID FALL
FULL SEVEN FEET ON TO THE GROUND BELOW
A BONE SNAPPED IN HIS ANKLE; IN GREAT PAIN
HE STILL DETERMINED, TO THE YOUTH HELD ON
HE WOULD WITH COMFORT NEVER WALK AGAIN
ALL MOVEMENT IN THAT JOINT ALAS WAS GONE
THOUGH OTHER MEMBERS OF OUR BRAVE POLICE
FACE GREATER RISKS AND DANGERS EVERY DAY
FROM ARMED GANGS AND THUGS WHO NEVER CEASE
THE LAW TO TWART WHILE GOING THEIR OWN MAD WAY
OUR EAMON TO HIS TASK THAT DAY DID GO
AND THEY WHO TRY TO DO LIFE’S SMALL CHORES WELL
WHEN THEY’RE OBLIGED BIG TASKS TO SHOULDER SO
SHALL SURELY ALSO IN SUCH TASKS EXCELL.
Eamon was a very nice decent quiet retired member of An Garda
Síochána attached to the Naas Branch of GSRMA of which he was
a regular attendant at all our coffee mornings and functions. Up
until very recently he and his wife Carmel were regular dancers in
Tougher’s Ballroom in Naas on Saturday nights.
May he Rest in Peace.
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Cork Garda Widows Christmas Carol
(Composed by Della Diggin, on piano featuring choir members Mary Doody, Mary Cronin, Marie O’Callaghan, Nula Whelan
and Hetty Tuohy. Music theme of The Pogues’ Christmas Carol – Fairytale of New York.)
Hello to all our friends
Well here we are again
In the Kiltegan Suite
Of Rochestown Park Hotel
We hope you’re feeling good
With all that wine and food
Meeting old friends and new
And having a dance or two.
We owe all that you know
To our good friend Tim Bowe
Who keeps us all in touch
With Garda news and such
And if that’s not enough
He plans our summer trip
Visits to Spike and all
And even the City Hall.
Chorus
We’ve been north
We’ve been south
We’ve been east
We’ve been west
In Kavanagh’s coaches
And in hotels – the best
There’s no place in Ireland
That we haven’t been
So roll on our next trip in twenty eighteen.
So let’s give Tim a great big hand
And thanks for all he’s done
You’ve been great – we do appreciate it Tim.
Now Tim has help you see
With a hardworking committee
There’s P.J. and there’s Pat
There’s Michael Lewis and Phyllis Mac
There’s Jim and John and Jerry
And not forgetting Barry
We thank you everyone
For all that you have done.

Chorus
We’ve had bubble and squeak
We’ve had smoked haddock mash
Black pudding in pastry
And apple compote!
It was simpler long go now
It has to be said
When black pudding came
With a rasher and egg.
Now put your hands together
For the Committee and St Paul’s
Thanks a million guys
We love you one and all.
Now Christmas time is here
It gets faster every year
Our men have past and gone
But we will carry on
They served the Force with pride
While we stood by their side
We’ll meet again some day
For this we hope and pray.
Chorus
We have spots by the score
We have bottles and more
We have biscuits and chocolates
And vouchers galore
So hold on to your ticket
You might win a prize
Then you’ll go home happy
With stars in your eyes.
So stand and raise your glasses
To the GSRMA
And we wish you all a Happy Christmas Day!

In case you’re wondering
How all this Christmas cheer
Costs us so little (25 euro)
Each and every year
Who could our sponsors be?
Now between you and me
It isn’t Santa Claus
But our friends at St. Paul’s.
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GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg Number		

Rank

		Name

		Station

23441K		

Sergeant			

Augustine Fox		

Henry Street GS

24535F		

Sergeant			

John Grant			

Fingerprints Section

00308E		

Garda			

Mary Curtis		

DMR Traffic

24130L		

Garda			

Kieran Fahy		

Immigration Office

20823L		

Sergeant			

Joseph Downey		

Ennis GS

21823E		

Garda			

Laurence Egan		

Bridewell GS

22595K		

Garda			

Gerard Stapleton		

Pearse St GS

31833G		

Garda			

Hilary Daly			

Ballincollig GS

24861D		

Sergeant			

David Murphy		

Carlow GS

24616F		

Garda			

Patrick Keane		

Killarney GS

24279K		

Garda			

Patrick Leonard		

Carrick on Shannon GS

21167B		

Sergeant			

William Flanagan		

Garda Air Support Unit

24282K		

Sergeant			

Brendan Stynes		

Ronanstown GS

22751L		

Garda			

David Mulhall		

Garda College

24500C		

Garda			

John Clancy		

Ballyshannon GS

24266G		

Garda			

Oisin McGeown		

Criminal Assets Bureau

24320E		

Garda			

William Milner		

Kinnitty GS

24543G		

Garda			

Philipe Poillot		

Security & Intelligence Unit

21457D		

Inspector			

Joseph Carton		

Kilkenny GS

21026K		

Supt			

Peter Nolan		

Garda College

23533D		

Sergeant			

Bernard McDonagh		

Castleconnell GS

21632A		

Garda			

Michael Corcoran		

Anglesea St GS

21655M		

Garda			

Eugene Murphy		

Defense Unit

00172D		

Garda			

Maureen MacFadden		

Drogheda GS

23560A		

Sergeant			

Rory O’Dwyer		

Anglesea St GS

24669G		

Garda			

Patrick Lynott		

Athboy GS

00106F		

Garda			

Mary Moran		

Galway GS

21636D		

Supt			

MIchael Devine		

Navan GS

23971B		

Sergeant			

Patrick Loftus		

Dun Laoghaire GS

21461B		

Garda			

William Dunne		

Cabra GS

20439M		

Sergeant			

Robert Conroy		

Manorhamilton GS

24718K		

Garda			

Declan O’Brien		

GNBCI

24424D		

Sergeant			

Peter Holmes		

Irishtown GS

25830L		

Garda			

Christopher Witter		

Rathcoole GS

27793B		

Sergeant			

Cornelius Myers		

Listowel GS

28539M		

Garda			

Justin Morrissey		

DMR Roads Policing Unit

20879E		

Garda			

Thomas Fay		

Bailieboro GS

24707C		

Garda			

Stephen Fitzgerald		

Garda College

24261F		

Sergeant			

Maurice McCabe		

Bailieboro GS

22459F		

Supt			

David Taylor		

DMR Roads Policing

24725A		

Inspector			

Jeremiah Foley		

Contarf GS

21764F		

Garda			

James Marley		

Carrick ArT GS

23790F		

Garda			

P.J. Loftus			

Enniscrone GS

00174M		

Garda			

Mary Ryan			

Command & Control

21141K		

Chief Supt			

Gerard William Dillane		

Fermoy GS
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DECEASED RELATIVES

NAME					ADDRESS			RELATIONSHIP		BRANCH		DATE OF DEATH
Ann 		
Callinan			
Galway			
Kathleen		
O’Sullivan			
Cobally, Limerick		
Pearl (Margaret)
Leahy (nee Mahon) 		
Glack, Co. Longford		
Danielle		
O’Connor			
Blackrock, Cork		
Carmel		
Kearney (née Brennan),
Ballingcollig, Cork		
Theresa		
O’Connor (née O’Reilly)
Dublin 11			
Denis		
Murphy			
Duncannon, Wexford		
Monica		
Barker			
Clonskeagh , Dublin		
Con 		
O’Reilly 			
Tramore, Co. Waterford
Margaret		
O’Malley			
Castlebar, Co. Mayo		
Aidan 		
Clarke 			
Brisbane, Australia		
Margaret		
Power			
Ballinlough, Cork 		
Maria 		
Buckley			
Athlone , Co. Westmeath
Theresa		
Brazil			
New Ross, Co Wexford
Eamon		
McMahon			
Sao Paolo, Brasil		
Mary D		
Farrell (Nee Burke)		
Terenure, Dublin		
Lilian 		
Dillion			
Castleisland, Co Kerry		
Lilian 		
Dillion			
Castleisland, Co Kerry		
Elizabeth (Liz)
Cahill			
Mountcollins, Limerick		
Philomena (Gillis)
Gargan			
Raheny, Dublin 		
Jeremiah (Jerry)
O’Leary 			
Killarney, Co.Kerry		
Jerry
Judge
Convoy 			
Co Donegal		
P.J 		
Connolly			
Tullylannon, Leitrim		
Philomena (Gillis)
Coffey			
Enniscorthy , Co. wexford
Kathleen		
Mullins Daly		
Castledaly, Moate, Westmeath
Tom 		
Mooney			
Castlecomer, Kilkenny		
Joseph (Lar)
Finn			
Clonmeen, Errill, Co. Laois
Kevin		
Bowe			
Portlaoise, Laois		
Mary 		
Igoe			
Dublin, Tuam		
Sarah		
Clarke 			
Templetuohy, Co. Tipperary
								
								
Kieran 		
Nolan			
Prospect Farm, Youghal
Huge		
Semple			
Newbridge, Kildare		
Mary 		
Kiernan			
Listowel, Co.Kerry		
Dearbhla		
Cox (née Considine)		
Clonbalt Woods, Longford
Eileen		
Meagher			
Kilmacud, Dublin		
Brendan 		
O’Reilly			
Carrolls Row, Roscrea, Tipperary
Brendan 		
O’Reilly			
Carrolls Row, Roscrea, Tipperary
Sean		
Brett SNR Sion Road,
Kilkenny			

DECEASED WIDOWS
Forename

Surname

Address

Branch

Sister of John Callinan		
Dublin South
Wife of Timothy O’Sullivan
Limerick City
Wife of Maurice Leahy		
Longford		
Daughter of Kieran O’Connor
Cork City		
Sister in Law Brendan Sheehan Cork City		
Wife of Late Martin O’Connor
Dun Laoghaire
Father of Siobhan Connolly
Kilkenny		
Wife of Kenneth Barker
Dun Laoghaire
Brother of Peter O’Reilly
Cork City		
Wife of Hugh O’Malley		
Castlebar		
Brother of John Clarke
Dublin west
Wife of Jim Power		
Cork City		
Wife of Henry Buckley		
Athlone		
Daughter of Tom Flynn		
Wexford		
Brother of Bernard Mcmahon
Dublin North
Wife of John Farrell 		
Dublin South
Wife of Kevin Dillion 		
Tralee		
Sister of Jeremiah McManus
Killarney		
Mother in law of Denis O’Donoghue Cork West
Mother of Stephen Gargen
Dublin North
Brother of Pat O’Leary
Cork West		
Husband of Anne Marie Judge
Donegal North
Brother of Thomas Connolly
Naas		
Wife of late Tim Coffey				
Mother of John Daly 		
Castlebar		
Father of Pat Mooney		
Naas		
Brother of Thomas Finn
Dunlaoghaire
Brother in law of Sylvester Murphy Laois 		
Sister of John Igoe		
Dundalk		
Mother of Martin Clarke
Kilkenny		
Mother of Michael Clarke
Wexford		
Mother-in-law of Martin Donnellan Dublin South
Father of Mark Nolan		
Cork City 		
Son of Jarlath Semple		
Naas		
Mother of Michael Kiernan
Cork City		
Daughter of Sean Considine
Longford		
Mother of Ciarán Meagher
DunLaoghaire
Brother of Paddy O’Reilly
Wexford		
Brother of Paddy O’Reilly
Wexford		
Father in Law of Agnes Reddy
Kilkenny		

Date of
Death

15/08/2018
27/08/2018
29/08/2018
30/08/2018
02/09/2018
05/09/2018
09/09/2018
11/09/2018
11/09/2018
21/09/2018
22/09/2018
29/09/2018
29/09/2018
02/10/2018
05/10/2018
13/10/2018
14/10/2018
14/10/2018
14/10/2018
17/10/2018
18/10/2018
17/10/2018
24/10/2018
28/10/2018
03/11/2018
04/11/2018
04/11/2018
05/11/2018
06/11/2018
09/11/2018
09/11/2018
09/11/2018
17/11/2018
18/11/2018
19/11/2018
23/11/2018
24/11/2018
24/11/2018
24/11/2018
26/11/2018

Status

Rita

Crowe

Ennis, Co. Clare

Clare

15/07/2018

widow and member

Mary

McCartney

Malahide, Dublin

Dublin North

22/07/2018

widow and member

Teresa

O’Connor

Churchtown, Dublin

Dun Laoghaire

05/09/2018

widow and member

Gobnait

Naughton

Blackrock, Cork

Cork City

20/09/2018

widow and member

Mary

Collins

Thurles, Tipperary

Thurles

24/09/2018

widow and member

Marie

Mulready

Blackrock, Dublin

Dun Laoghaire

22/10/2018

widow and member

Margaret

Corcoran

Dripsey, Cork

CorkCity

11/11/2018

widow and member

Mary

Kiernan

Listowel, Co.Kerry

Tralee

19/11/2018

widow and member

Ester

Kavanagh

Donnybrook, Dublin

Dublin South

20/11/2018

widow and member
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Philomena		
Anne		
Rose		
Michael 		
Michael 		
Austin		
Ellen (Nelly)

Keeling			
O’Reilly (nee Conlin)		
Breen (nee Buckley),		
O’Shea			
Ahern			
Moran			
O’DEA (née Stokes) 		

Wexford Town, Co. Wexford
Youghal, Co. Cork		
Douglas Road, Cork		
Kilkee, Co. Clare		
Bonmahon , Co. Waterford
Newport, Co. Mayo		
Shannon, Clare 		

Partner of David Lynch		
Mother of Conor O’Reilly
Wife of Noel Breen		
Son of Joe O’Shea		
Brother of Dan Ahern		
Brother of John Moran		
Mother of Aidan J O’Dea

Wexford		
Templemore
Cork City		
Clare		
Cork City		
Galway		
Dublin North

18/08/2018
19/08/2018
20/08/2018
21/08/2018
21/08/2018
22/08/2018
22/08/2018

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
Forename

Surname

Branch

Reg No.

Date of Death

Ryan

John

Cork City

14801F

27/08/2018

George

Dennison

Meath

9626

30/08/2018

Patrick

Doyle

Castlebar

19654A

01/09/2018

Con

O’Reilly

Waterford

13658A

11/09/2018

Thomas

J Keogh

Carlow

14657K

15/09/2018

18289C

Michael

Hughes

Dublin South

James P

Roche

Kilkenny

John

Dunne

Offaly

18/09/2018
18/09/2018

13129F

25/09/2018

Kevin

J Murphy

Dublin West

14138M

25/09/2018

Dave

O’Gorman

Carlow

23398F

28/09/2018

Cormac

Moroney

Fermoy

15463F

29/09/2018

Frank

Arrigan

Wexford

16082B

03/10/2018

James Noel

Moore

Kilkenny

11074

03/10/2018

Anthony (Tony)

Donohoe

Dublin North

10864B

05/10/2018

Patrick

Daly

Wexford

16210H

08/10/2018

P.J

Callanan

Cork City

10748D

10/10/2018

Thomas F.

Peters

Laoise

13164D

20/10/2018

Daniel

Norton

Dublin North

10297M

23/10/2018

P.J

Connolly

Sligo/Leitrim

9649

24/10/2018

Martin

Cunningham

Laoise

14713C

24/10/2018

Eugene

Doddy

Dublin South

10479E

25/10/2018

Anton (Tony)

Boyce

Dublin West

12931C

28/10/2018

Kevin

Gaynor SNR

Dublin south

13222E

28/10/2018

John

Goley

Dublin South

Edward

Shaughnessy

Naas

13636M

02/11/2018

30/10/2018

Patrick J.

Dunne

Dun Laoghaire

09398L

03/11/2018

Nicholas

Quill

Dun Laoghaire

13559C

08/11/2018

Christopher

Maguire

Dublin North

14519L

11/11/2018

Matt

Reddington

Killarney

11000M

14/11/2018

Patrick

Mannion

Sligo/Leitrim

19288M

18/11/2018

Thomas J.

Curran

Monaghan

13432E

18/11/2018

Patrick (Paddy)

Power

Dublin South

10923A

25/11/2018
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NEW MEMBERS
FORENAME

SURNAME

BRANCH

FORENAME

SURNAME

BRANCH

Francis

Flynn

DUBLIN NORTH

Joe

McLoughlin

LONGFORD

Francis

Clerkin

DUBLIN NORTH

Martin

Drew

DUBLIN NORTH

Mary

Somers

DONEGAL SOUTH

Declan

Carrol

DUBLIN NORTH

Philip

Daly

DONEGAL NORTH

Martin

Mahony

LAOISE

John

Kennedy

NAAS

William

McDonald

WATERFORD

Ruane

CORK

Joe Bosco

Gleeson

LAOISE

Mary

Dermot

Lynch

CLONMEL

John

Redmond

DUBLIN SOUTH

Levins

DUBLIN NORTH

Michael

Keaveney

BALLINA

David

James

O’Connor

TRALEE

Michael Oliver

Duggan

OFFALY

Noel

McGuire

OFFALY

Denise

Flynn

MEATH

Garvan

Mac Fadden

DROGHEDA

Eileen

Daly

DUBLIN NORTH

Bosco

Gallagher

DONEGAL NORTH

John

Lambert

DUBLIN SOUTH

Martin

Whitely

KILKENNY

Chris

Witter

NAAS

Donal

Brazel

DUBLIN NORTH

John

Moroney

MEATH

John L.

Healy

ROSCOMMON

Daniel

O’Sullivan

MALLOW

Thomas

Hanahoe

DUBLIN NORTH

John

Fahey

DUNDALK

Patricia Fidelma Armstrong

DROGHEDA

Alphonsus

Martyn

MEATH

Anthony

Kildea

DUBLIN NORTH

Patrick Laurence

Cullen

DUN LAOGHAIRE

Francis

White

DUBLIN WEST

Ray

Shanagher

ROSCOMMON

Maire

Teahan

KILLARNEY

Thomas. J

Conway

WEXFORD

Mary

Browne

GALWAY

Philip

Maree

SLIGO/LEITRIM

Margaret

Ahern

WATERFORD

Thomas

Whelan

THURLES

LIMERICK

Philip Anthony

Timoney

ATHY

James

Ryan

Sgt Thomas McHale (DMP: 1904-1924)

Photograph of Sgt Thomas McHale, from Cooneal, Co. Mayo, who served
in the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) from 1904 to 1924. Prior to
enlisting, he was employed by the local Knox family, training horses, and it
was Reginald Knox, Justice of the Peace, who recommended him.
On completion of training, he was assigned to ‘C’ (Store Street) Division,
where he remained until 1920, when he was promoted and transferred to
‘E’ Division (Rathmines). He spent a brief period (Jan-Feb 1921) in the ‘G’
Detective Division, before being transferred again to the ‘B’ (which included
College Station, renamed Pearse Street in 1966), where he stayed until
retirement.
He then took up work as a sales rep for a drinks company, which offered
considerably better pay than the DMP. Years after leaving policing behind,
he remained cautious of late night visitors to his Clontarf home, so a
revolver was always kept at hand on the mantelpiece. Sgt McHale died on
12 August 1955.
His service records, and those of his DMP colleagues, are available to view
online on the recently digitised General Register at www.digital.ucd.ie

Sgt Thomas McHale
Photo courtesy of Sgt McHale’s nephew, Matt Reddington (11000M).
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Reunion Classes of January/February 1959
It is almost 60 years since the recruits from January/February 1959 walked through the gates of the Garda Depot in the
Phoenix Park to become members of the Garda Síochána. Both Matt Cosgrave and PJ Riordan have organised a lunch to
mark the occasion at Athlone’s Sheraton Hotel on Friday 15 February 2019 at 2 pm. If interested contact Matt on 0863849581; email matt_cosgrave@hotmail.com, or PJ on 087-9695028 pjriordan@eircom.net.

Last Reunion Call to Members of
August 1967 Class
With a view to proceeding with arranging for a
reunion of the above class I am seeking assistance
in making contact with the following members.
Oliver McKenna (Served in Navan), Pat O’Donnell
(Athenry/Galway service), John Murphy (Served in
Mountjoy), Michael Jennings (Limerick /Donegal),
Roger McDermott (Carrickmacross/Roscommon),
Bernard McCabe (Wexford/Dublin service) and
Malachy Courtney (served in Howth). Also if anyone
has contact details of three others who resigned
early to take up more lucrative jobs - T.P. Smith
(Served in Kildare), Desmond Behan (served in
Rathmines) and Mark O’Gara (served in Gort).
Any assistance will be greatly appreciated and I
can be contacted on 087-8113936 or on Email
tonyfagan21941@gmail.com.

50th Reunion of August/September
1969 Class
If anyone is interested in attending a 50th class reunion
for the August/September 1969 in September 2019
contact Liam Ryan on 086-8319788 or Jerome Coakley
on 087-2372892

Calling Recruits from July 1967 Class in
Templemore
Please submit your name and position on the picture. Photo
courtesy of John Conor Farrell, GSRMA Cork West, (17002L)
ofearghailsc@gmail.com , pictured at the corner of the
photo as he was unwell when photo was taken.

Reunion Class
September 1968
Members of the Class of
September 1968 were attested
on 18 September1968 and
passed out on 19 February 1969.
A class reunion is proposed for
Spring 2019. The organisers
would like to hear from all class
members pictured in this class
photograph. Contact Shay Tutty
on 086-4001081, email smtutty@
gmail.com or Pat Norris on 0868221702, email pjlnorris@gmail.
com
Class Sept 1968: Back Row (l-r): J. Halpin, T. Kelly, J. Farrell, P. Norris, J. O’Riordan, A. Roche, M. Gallagher, D.
Corcoran, T. Curtin, A. Biggins and J. Keane. Middle Row (l-r); Garda Wall, B. Mullen, P. Phelan, P. Fayne, T. McGuinness,
M. Howley, R. Quirke, J. Cuddy, M. Horgan, D. Holman, J. Sheehan, J. Tutty and B. Dwyer. Front Row (l-r): Sgt
O’Donovan, M. Byrne, A. Coyle, R. Ryan, Sgt Sheppard, Sgt Quinn, Sgt McGuinness, Sgt McMahon, Gda.Boyle, ?? Duffy, J.
O’Sullivan, N. Nugent and Garda Long.
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