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GARDAÍ NEED TO ENFORCE 
GREATER ENGAGEMENT IN 

MEMORIAL DAY
Following this year’s Garda Memorial Day on 19 May, GSRMA General Secretary Paschal 
Feeney is now calling for more active and real engagement across all Garda Divisions, and 
says the four Garda Staff Associations need to promote and encourage their members to 
attend this event in future.

In a song made famous by the lyrics of Pete Seeger and 
sang by Joan Baez, the question is posed ‘Where have 

all the young men gone? Long time passing. Where have 
all the young men gone? Long time ago. Where have all 
the young men gone? Gone for soldiers everyone. When 
will they ever learn? When will they ever learn?’  As I sat 
in the Memorial Gardens of Dublin Castle on 19 May I 
pondered and asked myself the same question. 
     At the heart of the gardens is the grassy sward of 
the DubhLinn Garden, where patterns representing sea 
serpents are cut into the lawn. This lawn is on or near the 
site of the original dubh linn or ‘black pool’. 
     The largest corner garden at Dublin Castle is the 
sheltered Garda Memorial Garden, which was redesigned 
and completed in 2009. In this garden the names of all 
Garda members killed in the line of duty are inscribed on 
a roll of honour. 
     Several sculptural works are also incorporated into the 
layout. These works and the overall design of the garden 
are intended to reflect how the premature deaths of loved 
ones leave a trace or imprint, like ripples in a pool, on the 
lives of those left behind. 
     So, my question is ‘where are all the young men and 
women of today’s force?’ Is memorial and remembrance 
only for those of us retired? Those fallen comrades, all 88 
who gave of their lives so that we could enjoy the force 
what is today. 
     Yes, they gave of their lives for the State, not wavering 
for one moment to protect our community, so they 
deserve to be remembered. They deserve our presence on 
this National Memorial Day each year to do just that. 
     That day is the third Saturday of May each year, as we 
plan our busy schedules in the months and weeks ahead 
why not include this one day we remember with pride, 
and recall in sorrow the tragic way each and every one of 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

those heroes lost their lives for each of us. Surely this is 
not asking too much. 
     An Garda Síochána must play a bigger role in this 
aspect. The issuing of a circular each year announcing the 
Memorial Day, and setting out the dress code for serving 
officers, is simply not enough. 
     There must be active and real engagement by all 
within the serving force, right across all Garda Divisions. 
Serving members must be facilitated with time to attend 
this Memorial Day. All four Garda Staff Associations must 
likewise play their role, by promoting and encouraging 
their members to attend. Together, and only together we 
can get it right. As I opened I will close, taking lyrics (and 
adapted to suit) from the same song.
     ‘Where have all the Gardaí gone? Long time passing. 
Where have all the Gardaí gone? Long time ago. Where 
have all the Gardai gone? Gone to graveyards everyone. 
When will they ever learn? When will they ever learn?’
 Let’s learn by starting in Remembrance. 

APOLOGY/CORRECTION
In the ‘Editorial’ of the Spring 2018 issue, it was 
incorrectly stated that there was a shoot-out with 
paramilitaries in October 1976, when Garda Michael 
Clerkin was murdered by the IRA. 
     I apologise for this error. There was no shoot-out. 
Garda Michael Clerkin was murdered by a booby trap 
bomb, while his four colleagues were injured as a 
result of that blast.
     I apologise for the upset caused by this error.

Paschal Feeney, Editor
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ATHLONE BRANCH
On 12 April GSRMA members from Athlone Branch and 
beyond gathered in Gullane’s Hotel in Ballinasloe for 
the Liddy Medal Award Presentation to retired Garda 
Christy Ryan (13681F), who was nominated for the 
Liddy Medal by his colleagues in Athlone Branch, and 
eagerly encouraged by his family and, in particular, his 
daughter Sinead. 
     Athlone Branch chairman Michael Egan, who acted 
as MC on the night, welcomed the large attendance. He 
spoke of Christy and the injuries he sustained in April 
1980, when the then Garda Christopher Ryan (13681F) 
was on duty in relation to the Circuit of Ireland rally. 
     General Secretary Paschal Feeney spoke of what 
exactly the Liddy medal was for and to whom such 
a medal was presented. He not only congratulated 
Christy, and his family, but also Athlone GSRMA Branch 
for taking the step in nominating Christy for the award. 
     He paid tribute to the large gathering for turning up 
in such large numbers to support Christy and his family, 
adding that this was what the GSRMA was all about. 
Not only should we be concentrating on our pension 
restoration but also caring for and looking after our 
colleagues in retirement. The General Secretary then 
read the citation for the occasion.

GSRMA Award Citation: This is to certify that 
Christopher Ryan (13681F) while serving as a member 
of An Garda Síochána on 7 April 1980 at Ballinasloe, 
Co. Galway was seriously injured in the discharge of his 
duty. 
     He was assigned on duty at Creagh, Ballinasloe, 
Co. Galway, in connection with the Circuit of Ireland 
Rally, which had a stage around the town of Ballinasloe. 
There was a large gathering around Ballinasloe and its 
environs due to the interest in the rally. 
     While on duty at Creagh, Garda Christopher was 
knocked down by a passing motorist and sustained 
serious injuries.  He was removed to Portiuncala 
Hospital in Ballinasloe and was treated in the hospital’s 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 
     The early initial prognosis was not good and it was 
feared that Christopher would not survive.He was 
detained in hospital for a considerable period of time 
but luckily did survive. He sustained injuries to his head, 
body and legs. His right leg sustained a number of 
fractures.  
     Christopher was later transferred to Merlin Park 
Hospital in Galway where he underwent a number of 
operations. He spent a long time in hospital and later 
returned home in the hope of making a full recovery. 
     He returned to work in 1984, and was on light duties. 
He was unable to go back to work full time as he was 
permanently incapacitated. Christopher retired from 
An Garda Síochána in November 1994, but never fully 
recovered.
     In testimony, the Injury Award Bronze Liddy Medal 
has been awarded.

President Matt Cosgrave presented the Liddy Medal to retired 
Garda Christy Ryan, as his wife Dympna looks on. (Photo 
courtesy of Theo Hanley (Athlone Branch) 

Christy and Dympna Ryan pictured with GSRMA President 
Matt Cosgrove and General Secretary Paschal Feeney, 
friends and colleagues (both retired and serving), following 
the presentation of the Liddy Medal at Gullane’s Hotel 
in Ballinasloe. (Photo courtesy of Theo Hanley, Athlone 
Branch)

On making the presentation to Christy, GSRMA 
President Matt Cosgrave not only congratulated him but 
reminded him that they were recruits in Garda Deport 
Phoenix Park all those years ago, in 1958, but that 
Christy was senior to him at the time!
     The president also remarked on the wonderful turn-
out for the Liddy Medal ceremony, adding that it was a 
fitting tribute to Christy and his family that his colleagues 
and the many serving members from Ballinasloe Garda 
District were present to support him on the night.
     He thanked members of GSRMA Athlone Branch 
for organising the event, in particular, Michael Egan 
(Chairman), Mary B. O’Connor (Secretary) and Michael 
Tomas who all played a significant part in organising the 
night and in the events leading up to it. He felt it was 
something which other branches may like to develop.
Inspector Rock from Ballinasloe Garda Station spoke 
on behalf of An Garda Síochána and those currently 
attached to Ballinasloe District. He congratulated Christy 
and wished him well for the future 
     This concluded the formalities and was followed by 
light refreshments, where old colleagues got to meet 
up and chat, and each one congratulated Christy and 
wished him good health and happiness for the future.
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BALLINA BRANCH
The AGM in the Merry Monk Hotel, Killala Road, 
Ballina on 7 March featured guest speakers General 
Secretary Pascal Feeney and National Executive 
member Noel Campbell.   Chairman Jim Friel told 
the meeting it was a sad year for the Ballina Branch 
as four members – Joe McManus, Eamonn Brogan, 
Pat Conaghan and John Freeman – had gone to their 
eternal reward during the year. Prayers were recited 
(as Gaeilge) for the happy repose of their souls.
                                       
Election of Officers: Chairman Jim Friel, Vice-
Chairman Michael Staunton, Secretary  Danny 

Gallagher, Assistant  Secretary Padraic Prendergast,  
Treasurer  Eddie Naughton, Assistant Treasurer, Tom 
Lyons, District Representatives from Ballina (Tom 
Lyons), Swinford (John Moran) and Belmullet (Mick 
Farrell).     

Golden Wedding: Congratulations to Ballina 
Branch member Peter Timlin and his wife Pauline 
who celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
recently and also to Cyril Collins who celebrated his 
80th Birthday, who was joined by family and friends 
for a very enjoyable celebrations in Belleek Castle 
Hotel in Ballina.

BRAY BRANCH 
The Bray Branch held its AGM in The Conservatory 
at the world-famous Harbour Bar in Bray on 6 March 
under the stewardship of Chairman Tom Conway, 
Secretary John Smith and Treasurer Mick Lernihan. 
     The meeting was attended by GSRMA President 
Mathias Cosgrave and GSRMA Liaison Sergeant 
Jenny Carrick of Bray Garda Station. 
     Chairman Tom Conway opened the meeting and 
paid due respect to recently deceased members 
as well as thanking the membership for supporting 
our recent events such as the Mass for Deceased 
Members, the Annual Christmas Lunch, the Dáil Visit 
and Wicklow Mountain Hike. 
After a number of lively debates on issues 
surrounding the various items on the agenda, the 
membership proposed two motions to go forward to 
the ADM on 12-13 June. 
     These motions, firstly, centred on preserving the 
good name and image of An Garda Síochána in 
the current climate and secondly, on the provision 
of assistance to members of the GSRMA who are/
or their spouses are detained in medical facilities for 
protracted periods well away from their home base. 
     The Chairman then called on President Matt 
Cosgrave, who is pictured here presenting 20-year 
certificates to the following long-standing members of 
the Association.

Retired Sergeant Jim Dunleavy

This AGM of the Bray Branch saw the retirement 
from the committee of Secretary John Smith, and 
we wish John and Chris all the very best for the 
future. Following a hotly-contested election process 
for John’s replacement, Michael O’Hanrahan was 
selected as the incoming secretary.

Retired Sergeant John Nolan

Retired Sergeant Matt Shanley

Secretary John Smith with Chairman Tom Conway.
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CARLOW BRANCH
The monthly coffee morning in Carlow on 1 May was 
attended by Tom Miller and Joe Ward, GSRMA Central 
Committee members, who addressed the gathering on 
a number of matters.  

(Standing l-r): Mary Ryan, Lil Hosey, (Seated l-r): Pamela 
O’Connor and Pauline Naughton.

Pictured (l-r): Benny Mills, Pierce Ryan, Brendan Gaynor, 
Eamon Hogan and Michael O’Driscoll.  

Bill Casey, Tom Doolan and Mick Sloyne.  

(Standing l-r): Tom Miller and Joe Ward (GSRMA Central 
Committee Members); (Seated l-r): Donal Raftery and Jim 
Hosey.

Members pictured at the Cavan Branch 
AGM, which was held on 22 February 
in Cavan’s Farnham Arms Hotel. The 
following Branch Officers were re-elected 
at the AGM:

Secretary: John Smyth; Chairman: 
Michael Ryan; Treasurer: Ernan Gilleran; 
Committee: Paddy Roddy, John O’Donnell 
and Kevin Dockery

CAVAN BRANCH

CASTLEBAR BRANCH
Pictured at the presentation of a ‘Certificate of 
Appreciation’ to Jim McCaffrey, Castlebar Branch by 
Pascal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary were (l-r); Noel 
Campbell, Branch Secretary, Jim McCaffrey and Paschal 
Feeney.
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CORK CITY BRANCH
Lord Mayor’s Reception at Cork City Hall: On Friday 
evening, 9 March, Cllr Tony Fitzgerald, Cork City 
Lord Mayor, provided a reception at Cork City Hall 
for serving and retired Gardaí who served over the 
years at old Shandon Station and the new Garda 
District HQ at Gurranabraher since 1984. Over 25 
retired members attended the social event. Inspector 
Gary McPolin and Retired Garda Ned Kirby proposed 
a vote of thanks to the Cork City Lord Mayor for his 
personal support and loyalty to An Garda Síochána 
over many years.  

Welfare Information Seminar: Over 90 members, 
spouses and Garda widows attended a very 
successful Garda Welfare Seminar at Rochestown 
Park Hotel, Cork, on Wednesday, 4 April.  The cost 
of the seminar was shared between the Cork City 
GSRMA and St Paul’s Garda Credit Union. 
     Mr Tim Bracken, BCL, LLB, gave a very 
informative presentation of Wills, Probate, Nursing 
Homes and the Fair Deal Scheme, while Eoin 
O’Connell, Secretary of St Paul’s Garda Medical Aid 
Society, explained the types of claims the society 
deals with, payments made and he also spoke to 
individual members on personal issues. 
     Brendan O’ Leary, CEO St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union, outlined the many services provided by the 
credit union. Garda Anne Kissane from the Garda 
Welfare Service gave an outline of the Garda 

Employees’ Assistance Service which extends to 
retired members and families.
     Rita Delaney gave a presentation on benefits 
provided by the Garda Holiday Travel Club, while 
IPA President Denis Dunne outlined the IPA social 
activities. Tim Bowe outlined the many activities the 
Cork City GSRMA organised and the welfare support 
it provides at local level. The three-hour seminar went 
like clockwork, thanks to MC and Cork City Branch 
Chairman, Michael Lewis.

Cara Craoibh Training at Skylon Hotel: Eight 
members travelled to the Skylon Hotel on Wednesday 
25 April for a day-long training session and update on 
the new GSRMA Cara Craoibh Scheme, which will be 
officially launched by the GSRMA at the 2018 ADM. 
     Those who took part in the workshop training 
course included Michael Lewis, P.J. Brennan, Willie 
Gleeson, Austin Barrett, Tim Bowe and three Garda 
widows Marie O’Callaghan, Hetty Tuohy and Nuala 
Whelan. The trip to the Skylon Hotel was a learning 
experience and it was marvellous to witness a united 
team from the Leeside.

Ballincollig Regional Park Walk: On Thursday 
3 May 15 members took part in a 6.25km walk in 
Ballincollig and afterwards relaxed over tea and 
coffee in Ballincollig Regional Park.  

CLARE BRANCH 
Clare Branch held a very successful AGM at The 
Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis on Thursday 15 March.  Our 
knowledgeable guest speaker, General Secretary 
Pascal Feeney, held the attention of all as he outlined 
the business of GSRMA with an update on pensions, 
services, plans and social. He satisfactorily answered 
questions from members at the well-attended meeting, 
which resulted in no motions for ADM. 
     The members must also be happy with the local 
committee as no attempt was made on the night to 
dislodge the incumbents! The meeting was followed 
by the customary meal including invited guest speaker 
Pascal Feeney and the Divisional Officer Chief Supt 
John Kerin, a solid supporter of Clare Branch GSRMA.
     Clare Branch looks forward to welcoming Central 
Committee and all delegates and attendees to ADM 
2018 at The Inn at Dromoland. It wishes for a successful 
meeting and a chance for all to sample the wonderful 
Clare countryside.

The 20-year ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ was presented 
to Clare Branch member Mrs Mary O’Connor by 
GSRMA General Secretary Paschal Feeney. 

10  Síocháin 
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Pictured at the start of the Ballincollig Walk were (l-r): Jim 
Keating, Nora Doyle, Pat Doyle, Joanne Daly (with dogs), 
Breda Byrne, Tim Bowe, John J. O’Flynn, Austin Barrett, 
Maurice O’Regan, Ann Reilly, Tom Moriarty, Peter Reilly and 
P.J. Brennan.  Missing is John Noonan. (Photo courtesy of 
Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)

Pictured at a coffee morning in the Carrigaline Court Hotel 
on 19 April were (l-r): Tim Bowe, Jim Browne, P.J. Brennan, 
Pat Cleary, Richard Meagher, Con Cremin, Declan O’Connor, 
Barry O’Connor, Bernadette Guinane, Dave Walsh, John 
McEvaddy, Pat Curran, Mary Doody, Denis Daly, Morgan 
Horgan, Nuala Whelan, Pat O’Shea, Jerry O’Brien, Dan Allen 
and Iggie O’Neill. (Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City 
Branch)

Cork City GSRMA Certificate Recipients 2018: At 
Rochestown Park Hotel on Tuesday 8 May Cork City 
GSRMA Branch presented nine retired members and 
one Garda widow for their 20-year loyal membership. 
Each recipient was presented with a ‘Certificate 
of Appreciation’ and a scroll with a history of their 
career-path in the force. The presentations were 
made by Michael Lewis, Chairman, P.J. Brennan, 
Treasurer, and Tim Bowe, Secretary.

Pictured (seated l-r): Jim Power, Jerry Quinlan, Geraldine 
Clancy, Carmel O’ Sullivan (for her father – Donie O’Sullivan) 
and Paschal Scott; (standing l-r): Michael Trihy, Mick 
McDonnell, Pat Doyle, Noel Dee and Denis Glavin.
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)

CORK WEST BRANCH 
Thirty one members travelled to the Hodson Bay 
Hotel in Athlone for their two-night spring break in 
April. Unfortunately, 11 of our regular participants 
had to cancel due to illness.  
     On the way to Athlone on Monday 23 April, 
we visited Birr Castle. After a nice lunch in their 
restaurant, we were taken on a guided tour by a 
young lady who certainly knew her business. After a 
brief indoor history of the castle’s occupants through 
the centuries, she took us around the castle and its 
beautiful gardens. 
     Of interest were the construction projects 
undertaken during the Great Famine to provide 
much-needed employment for the local people. The 
highlight of the visit was the world famous huge 
telescope which was built nearly 200 years ago.

On arrival at the Hodson Bay we marvelled at its 
beautiful location. After settling in, we were treated 
to a wonderful four-course meal. A few drinks and a 
chat later, we retired for the night.
     The next day we travelled to Arigna to visit the 
much-vaunted ‘Arigna Mining Experience’. It is to 
be highly recommended. We were kitted out in hard 
hats and travelled along the mine shaft. Our guide, 
Gerry Gullen, was a miner up to the time the mine 
closed don.

T O Y O TA  H Y B R I D
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He had the ability to have you thinking that you 
were one of the crew starting a day’s work there. I 
think the word ‘work’ should be replaced by ‘hard, 
hard labour or torture’. Working conditions were 
dark, wet, cramped and dangerous. They certainly 
earned their wages. Consensus of opinion was 
that it was possibly the best guided tour any of us 
had experienced.
     After another first class dinner, we adjourned 
to the hotel bar for our sing song. A band set up 
to start playing at 12 midnight in another section 
of the bar, but they never struck a note until we 
finished up at 1.30am. We had a great night’s 
entertainment and craic.
     On Wednesday morning we went into Athlone.  
Some of the group went on a guided tour of the 
town, while the rest went on an unguided tour of 
the shops.  After lunch we headed south. We had 
got the dinner menu from the Firgrove Hotel in 
Mitchelstown on our way to Athlone.  
     Earlier that morning we telephoned our 
requirements, so when we arrived at 6pm our 
food was prepared. The service was excellent and 
the food was absolutely beautiful. The Firgrove 
Hotel in Mitchelstown is certainly deserving of a 
recommendation. With another successful outing 
finished, roll on September with a visit to our 
neighbours in the Kingdom.

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

Pictured at the presentation of ‘Certificates of Appreciation’ on 
27 March in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel to long-serving members of 
over 20 years were (standing l-r): Peter Tierney, Matt Mulhall, 
Myles Hawkshaw, Patrick J Malone, Eddie O’Donovan, 
James Grehan and Paul Corcoran; (Seated l-r): Mary Duggan 
(representing her husband John Duggan), P.J. McDermott, Matt 
Cosgrave (GSRMA President) and Teresa Killoran. 

Dublin North Branch winners of table quiz pictured at a recent 
coffee morning (l-r): Sean Connolly, Mary Gormley, Marie 
O’Brien and Michael McGlynn (Photo courtesy of Jim Murphy, 
GSRMA Dublin North Branch).

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH 
Members of GSRMA Dublin West Branch – 
Mick Byrne, Tony Sourke, Walter Kilcullen, 
Rita Delaney and Tony Hickey – pictured in St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on the occasion of the Kevin 
St Book launch. 

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH
At our recent AGM at Bakers, Certificates of Appreciation were 
presented by GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave to Donald 
McDermott, Patrick McNaught, Kevin Flynn and Pat Fitzgerald. 
In addition, our Branch Secretary Eamon Hession presented 
Certificates of Appreciation to Thomas Cosgrave and Patrick King 
who were unable to attend the AGM.  

Donald 
McDermott
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Dun Laoghaire Branch also made a presentation to Padraic 
Costello who recently stepped down from the Central Committee. 
Padraic’s dedication and involvement over many years with the 
Association for the benefit of our members has been immense.  
    He was a founding member of the Dun Laoghaire Branch and 
served for 19 years on the Central Committee. We would like 
to express our sincere thanks to Padraic for all of his hard work 
and dedication down the years for the benefit and welfare of our 
members. 

Dun Laoghaire Branch’s Coffee Morning takes place at Bakers 
on the first Tuesday of every month at 11am (except July and 
August). For further information contact Eamon Hession, Branch 
Secretary, on 085-2320747. (Information and photographs 
courtesy of Jim Kenny, Assistant Secretary on 086-2341401).

Patrick McNaught Kevin Flynn Pat Fitzgerald

Padraic Costello is pictured with GSRMA 
President Matt Cosgrave. 

GALWAY BRANCH
Retired members were presented with ‘Certificates for Long Service’ by GSRMA General Secretary Pascal 
Feeney on 23 February in The Salthill Hotel in Galway.

Patrick GallagherDaniel Boyce William Lowrey 
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KILLARNEY BRANCH 
On 2 November 2017 our regular coffee morning at 
Muckross House Restaurant was attended by 12 
members of the branch. Our special guest on the day 
was Divisional Officer Chief Supt Tom Myers.
     On 16 November 2017 our Annual November 
Mass was celebrated by Fr Kieran O’Brien Adm 
Killarney. In excess of 60 members participated, 
amongst them was the Divisional Officer, Chief 
Supt Tom Myers and local District Officer, Supt Flor 
Murphy. Afterwards tea, coffee and an ample supply 
of finger food was made available. We wish to thank 
Eamonn Courtney and his staff for their attention to all 
details.
     Chief Supt Myers, who spoke at both gatherings, 
exuded a big breath of fresh air in a very practical and 
down-to-earth manner, which drew very favourable 
comments. We look forward to the pleasure of his 
very inspiring company in the future. 
     Meanwhile, 19 members attended our AGM, which 
was held on 6 February. The proceedings began with 
the reading of the usual reports, which were indicative 
of a successful year. It being an election year 
nominations were sought for the officer position. 
     None were forthcoming for the position of 
Secretary and Chairman – precipitating a dilemma 
for the branch. To avoid this Pat Lehane agreed to 
stay on for one year as Chairman. The resolution of 
the position of Secretary was adjourned until 6 March 
2018, while Michael Donovan was re-elected as 
Treasurer. 
     The following were elected to serve on committee: 
John O’Sullivan, Cathal Walshe, John Fleming, Jerry 
Cronin, Frank Considine and Jack McGrath. At the 
reconvened meeting on 6 March 2018, a total of 12 
members attended. 
     After a protracted debate we again failed to obtain 
a nomination. Eventually Tommy McDonnell agreed to 
fill the post for the remainder of the year on the basis 
of Acting Secretary. Michael O’Donovan and Frank 
Considine were elected as delegates to the ADM.
     The outgoing Secretary, Jim Casey, has been 

GSRMA Certificates of Appreciation were presented on 
the night to Jack McGrath, Jerry Cronin and Tony Crehan.

in the post for the past 10 years and has done an 
excellent job. Jim was always on the ball and ensured 
that everything was as it should be, and for this the 
branch owes him a debt of gratitude. Jim enjoys 
life and now that the burden has been lifted from 
his shoulders he will, no doubt, be better able to 
concentrate on his golf.
     We wish all the best to Acting Secretary Tommy 
McDonnell from Kilgarvan, and he will have all our 
support. Tommy is a native of Dingle and whose 
father, known locally as ‘Dick Mac’, was a popular 
publican and an expert leather crafter. The artist, Gary 
Trimble, cast a bronze bust of him, which is now on 
display in the pub. 
 
The following outings have been agreed for the year:
* Garda Commemoration Day (19 May). Those 
travelling are asked to travel on the 7.30am train.
* Trip on the Ring of Beara (15 June) – details will be 
circulated when available.
* Walk on Old Kenmare/Torc Mountain – towards end 
of August (depending on weather).

MULLINGAR BRANCH
New Book on Garda GAA Greats: Congratulations 
are extended to our serving colleague Brian 
Willoughby, Detective Sergeant at Mullingar Station, 
on the publication of Guardians of the GAA which he 
co-authored with retired member Noel Hynes of Naas 
Branch. It profiles in excess of 1,600 Garda GAA 
players, both male and female, who have worn their 
county colours at Senior level for the period between 
1922 and 2016.

     The book was launched at Copper Face Jacks on 
18 May by Kerry Football Star Aidan O’Mahony and 
Kilkenny Hurling Great Eddie Brennan. ‘Guardians 

of the GAA’ is available from Just Books, Pearse 
Street, Mullingar and may also be purchased online. 
It retails at €30 for a hardback copy and €20 for the 
paperback edition.

National Memorial Day: A number of Mullingar 
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Branch members attended the Annual Garda 
Memorial Day held at Dublin Castle on 19 May. It was 
encouraging to see so many retired members turn out 
to acknowledge and remember those 88 members 
of An Garda Síochána who gave their lives in the 
service of their country.

AGM: GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave addressed 
the AGM in the Annebrook House Hotel, Mullingar on 
Wednesday 14 March, at which the following Branch 
Officers were elected – Michael O’Gara (Chairman), 
Pat Smyth (Vice Chairman), Joe Ward (Secretary), 
Denis Shields (Assistant Secretary), and Susan 
Finnerty (Treasurer).

NAAS BRANCH
On 22 March a fundraising coffee 
morning was held in aid of Kildare Suicide 
Bereavement Support Group, a very worthy 
charity, as unfortunately the suicide statistics 
grow yearly. 
     We had a wonderful turnout and it was 
great to see our local members there to 
support the event. The Branch Committee 
was delighted to welcome President Matt 
Cosgrave, PRO of the Suicide Support Group 
Greg Fogarty and Chairman Kieran McCarthy 
along with other members of their committee. 
We had a bumper raffle with prizes donated 
by members and some sponsored by the 
Branch Committee.
     Members of the local knitting group, led 
by Angela Lane, were busy knitting ‘Easter 
chickens’ and they raised a huge sum of 
money in conjunction with our coffee morning. 
Once again many thanks to everyone who 
came along to support our fundraiser and 
making it such a success.

Maura Walsh, Fiona O’Laughlin TD, Fianna Fáil, and Marie Roche.

Greg Fogarty, PRO, Kildare Suicide Bereavement Support Group; Marie 
Roche, Fiona O’Laughlin, Fianna Fáil TD, Tom James, President of ONE 
Mick Quinn, and GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave in the background.

Carmel Crowley, Noel Hynes, Fintan Dunne, Tom 
Connolly, Liam Kelly, Margaret Quinn, Sheila 
McKeowan and seated is Margaret Dunne.

Barbecue: Put 29 June in your diary as it’s the date for our annual 
barbecue – a wonderful evening with great food and dancing to 
add to the fun, starting @ 6.30pm at Ryston, Newbridge. Tickets 
will be available from the Branch Committee, so please book early 
as this is a most enjoyable evening and is always well supported.

Bowling: Bowling will continue until the last Wednesday in June 
when we take our summer break and we will resume for the 
autumn/winter season on 5 September.

Coffee Mornings: These will continue over the year and you will 
be notified by web text so please come along as we always try to 
have speakers of interest and it is a great way to meet and relax. 
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NENAGH BRANCH
Nenagh branch held their first coffee morning for 
2018 in March at The Abbey Court Hotel.
There was a good turn-out which is a good omen 
for the future. Certificates of Appreciation for their 
service to the branch were presented to Donal Ryan 

and Kevin O ‘Dowd by Chairman Matt Givens. The 
branch is currently organising a trip to The Garda 
Memorial Day on 19 May and we are hoping for 
a good response. Matt Givens and Pat O’Brien 
recently attended a very informative Cara Craoibh 
seminar.

Following our AGM on 27 March, Tom Miller (Chairman), 
Tony Fagan (Secretary) and Dan Redmond (Treasurer) 
retain their positions. Arthur Coughlan (New Ross) 
takes over as Vice-Chairman and Pat Geoghegan 
(Wexford) takes the Assistant Secretary’s position, while 
the district representatives are John Coady (Wexford), 

Arthur Coughlan (New Ross), Seamus Whelan 
(Enniscorthy) and Pat Burke (Gorey). Pat is the only rep 
to remain in position, while all others stood down from 
their positions.  
     Mick McGinley (Wexford) has handed over his 
position after many years’ service and was also our 

TEMPLEMORE BRANCH

Michael McNamara, Templemore Branch, was presented with a 
Certificate of Appreciation by Pascal Feeney, GSRMA General 
Secretary.

Barry Feeney, Chairman of Templemore Branch, was 
presented with a Certificate of Appreciation by Pascal 
Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

WEXFORD BRANCH 
The last bowling game of the season resulted in Dark Horses taking victory on the night. 

Winning bowling team (l-r): Ronan Fagan, Eileen O’Loughlin, 
Tom Flynn and Tom Miller.

Pictured (l-r): Michael Galvin, Joan Coady, Terry Kenny and 
Eamonn Moloughney. 
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main contact man for the branch. 
John Coady and Gerry O’Neill (both 
Wexford) will be the new men in that 
role.
     GSRMA General Secretary 
Paschal Feeney attended and 
updated the members on current 
matters, and also presented 
certificates to long-serving members 
of the branch. 
     An early committee meeting 
decided on the plans for the summer 
activities, with a number of walks 
pencilled in and a proposed trip to 
Croke Park to take place in June. 
     Some cocky Tipp and Kilkenny 
men were heard remarking ‘Sure 
we’ll be up there anyway!

Certificates for long service to the GSRMA were presented to the following members 
by Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary – (standing l-r): Pat Kenny, Tom 
Miller (Chairman), Paschal Feeney, and Con Hayes; (seated l-r): Donal Lyttleton, Dan 
Kelly and John Hayes.

10 x €1,000
Catherine Crowley, Bray, Co Wicklow  
Liam Daly, Portlaoise, Co Laois
Richard Browne, Dundalk, Co Louth  
John Hurley, Ballinlough, Cork
Mark Connolly, Craughwell, Co Galway  
Eoin McDonnell, Clontarf, Dublin 3
Eimear Sweeney, Pettigo, Co Donegal  
Liam Cotter, Ballincollig, Co Cork
Patrick Martin, Lucan, Co Dublin   
Colm Kelly, New Row, Dublin 8

ST. PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION 2018 EASTER DRAW RESULTS

3 x Ford Mondeo
Sinead Lynch, Newtownforbes, Co Longford.
William Donoghue, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
Aaron Cawley, Cartron, Sligo

3 x Hyundai i40
Marian Foley, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14
Maureen O Connor, Rhebogue, Limerick
John Quirke, Ferrybank, Waterford

5 x €5,000
Noleen McKenna, Naul, Co Dublin
Thomas Waters, Milford, Co Donegal
Kevin O Connor, Castlebar, Co Mayo
William Harhen, Bruff, Co. Limerick
Cathal Mc Namara, Clonsilla, Dublin 15

5 x €2,000
Gary Harris, Bettystown, Co Meath
Donal Hughes, Cong, Co Mayo
Niall Cogavin, Loughrea, Co. Galway
Noel Mc Kenna, Naas, Co Kildare
Conor Holohan, Maynooth, Co Kildare

May 2018 Draw Winners
Congratulations to all, and especially our retired 
colleague and GSRMA Member Leo English, Ennis, 
Co. Clare.

2 x Ford Mondeo
Claire Linehan & Gordan Crowley, Blarney, Co. Cork

5 x €1,000 winners
David McDonnell, Boyle Garda Station, 
Co. Roscommon
Retired member – Leo English, Ennis, Co. Clare
Richard Carolan, Santry Garda Station, Dublin 9
Family member – Ms Darina Costello O’Leary, 
Rochestown, Co. Cork
Sean Finnegan, Harcourt Square, Dublin 2
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PENSION PARITY – 
WHAT NEXT?

After our AGM season and in light of the Public Service 
Pay & Pensions Act 2017, there is still some confusion 
as to what people are entitled to under this agreement. 
Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, outlines what 
entitlements, if any, retired Gardaí have received under this 
new legislation.

The PSSA (Public Service Stability Agreement) confirms 
that increases to the scale for serving Gardaí will also 

apply to pensions that are linked to that scale. This is 
where you have to take stock. It may not apply to you. 
     It applies only to Gardaí who retired since 1 March 
2012 and whose pensions are linked to the current Garda 
scale. These pensions are lower as they are calculated on 
a salary that was subject to a pay cut prior to retirement. 
This initial benefit only applies to the post-March 2012 
retirees. 
     Those of us who retired before 29 February 2012 
have pensions linked to the previous scale, which is, 
in fact, higher than the current salary scale. Therefore, 
no immediate benefit will accrue to pre-March 2012 
retirees. Those pensions are governed by the restoration 
programme set down in FEMPI legislation 2015 to 2018.
     As the pensions of post-March 2012 retirees increase 
progressively, a point will come when alignment will be 
achieved between the pensions of pre-March 2012 and 
post-March 2012 retirees.
     Once that alignment is achieved any subsequent 
increase(s) will apply to all pensions in payment, 
irrespective of the date of retirement. (Cautionary 
Note: unless Government introduces new legislation to 
counteract such a scenario). Alignment of pensions linked 
to salaries of up to €70,000 will be achieved during 
the term of the new agreement. However, it will take a 
new pay and pension agreement before full alignment 
is achieved (i.e. annual pensions over €35,000 will not 
increase before the end of 2020).
Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR): Progress has 
been made in reversing some of the cuts to public service 
pensions, since first introduced back in January 2011. 
Since January 2018, approximately 80% of retired public 
servants are no longer subject to PSPR. PSPR is a levy 

(penalty) on your pension. Those now exempt from the 
payment of this PSPR levy are:
• Retirees since 1 March 2012.
• Retirees pre-March 2012, whose pensions do not 

exceed €34,132.

Those of us still subject to the pension reduction (PSPR) 
are those who retired before 1 March 2012, and whose 
pensions are over €34,132. This year (2018) the cohort 
of those retirees saw a further restoration of €780 
(annual reduction), or €65 per month. This was achieved 
by increasing the exemption threshold to €30,000 per 
annum (i.e. in 2018 the levy of 12% applies to the 
amount of your pension over that threshold of €30,000).
     Legislation enacted in December 2017 (Public Service 
Pay & Pensions Act 2017) provides for two further phases 
of pensions restoration. That is take effect on 1 January 

ONLY30 MINS FROM DUBLIN CITY CENTRE 
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2019, when the exemption threshold will increase to 
€39,000. 
     In a Dáil PQ (17917/18) Minister for Finance & Public 
Expenditure Paschal Donohoe stated this will remove a 
further 12,000 pensioners from the impact of PSPR. From 
1 January 2020 pensions up to €54,000 will be exempt, 
culminating in a further 10,500 additional pensioners 
being exempt from any payments under PSPR. 
     The Minister added in that statement that when fully 
in place from the beginning of 2020, these changes 
will mean that the vast majority of public service 
retirees (approximately 97%) comprising everyone with 
occupational pension values up to at least 54,000. At that 
point it is envisaged that all retired Gardaí, and indeed 
most retired public servants, will have exited PSPR. 
     While the end line is in sight, there is no room for 
complacency. The GSRMA, together with the Alliance 
of Retired Public Servants, shall continue to have the 
implementation dates for full restoration brought forward. 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 
which came into effect across the EU on 25 May 2018, 
replaces the existing Data Protection Framework. 
     The new GDPR places onerous obligations on 
organisations such the GSRMA, in terms of how and 
why we acquire your personal information, how this 
information is stored and ensuring the integrity of this 
information, together with the appointment of a Data 
Protection Controller (DPO) to oversee this obligation. 
     GDPR presents a human rights-based approach to 
have one’s personal data protected. Accordingly there is a 
right to privacy and, therefore, imposes strict obligations 

on those who handle and process information relating 
to individual persons. A data controller has overall 
responsibility for personal data held by an organisation, 
such as GSRMA. 
     We have responsibility to ensure, amongst other 
things, that data is processed for a specific legitimate 
purpose and is accurate and up to date. The DPO is the 
person who is authorised to process on behalf of the 
controller.  A ‘data subject’ is any natural living person to 
whom that data relates.  
     We, at GSRMA shall continue to update our 
procedures to ensure compliance with the legislation and 
regulations. We need your help to do so. You will have 
received a notification from us in this regard. If you still 
wish to receive notifications from our office, such as death 
notices, job vacancies, social events, holiday and GSRMA 
offer deals then you must opt in.  
     Over the past month you will no doubt have been 
inundated with emails from a multitude of organisations 
and service providers asking you much the same thing.  
We ask for your patience in this regard, as we put in place 
the various new strands to our communications systems 
to ensure full compliance with the regulations. 
     If we have not heard back from you, through the email 
system, then we will have no option but to cease sending 
you information of this nature. We know this information 
is extremely important to you, so engage with us to 
ensure you continue to receive this information.
     Data Protection regulations have for a long time 
been causing us at GSRMA difficulties, as you ask 
for information on former colleagues you have been 
stationed with in service. You may be trying to organise 
a reunion or simply want to get in contact with someone 

whom you have not been in touch 
with for years. 
     Under GDPR I cannot supply 
you with this information, if that 
person is a member registered 
within our database. I can, of 
course, pass to him or her, your 
request for contact, that person 
must consent, and then and only 
then will I pass any information 
along the line.
     Every week we are faced 
with this scenario and each and 
every time the majority of retired 
members cannot understand my 
refusal to give out personal details. 
I must comply with the GDPR, 
the penalties for any breach of 
the regulation, in the event of 
complaint or supply of information 
contrary to the regulation, is 
considerable. 
     Retired members contact An 
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Garda Síochána from time to time seeking information 
of this nature, and invariably An Garda Síochána will tell 
that person to contact the GSRMA. They are giving the 
retired member the clear understanding that we have all 
the information and we will supply whatever information 
is being sought. 
     Unfortunately, this is far from reality, and I would hope 
that with the introduction of these new GDPR regulations 
that this misinformation would stop. 
     For the record we do not have Service Records. We 
never did and we do not know where any individual was 
stationed during their career. An Garda Síochána are the 
only people with this information. 
     All such queries should be addressed to museum@
garda.ie. The relevant telephone contact number is 01-
6669998.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
You’ve spent weeks planning your holiday, weighing up 
all of the options to find the perfect break for you. You’ve 
finally booked. It’s time to buy your travel insurance. My 
advice is not to leave home without it. 
     This might not be the most exciting part of your 
holiday, but it is essential to take out a comprehensive 
policy as soon as you book so you’re covered for 
everything from medical costs and lost possessions to 
cancellation. Remember it’s not a case of one-size-fits-
all. Read the small print on what is covered, and most 
importantly what is NOT covered.
      It’s a false economy to simply opt for the least 
expensive option. Instead, pay attention to the fine print 
and make sure you have a policy that suits your needs.
Here are 10 potential travel insurance exclusions that you 
should be aware of and how 
to prevent any nasty surprises 
should you have to make a 
claim:

1. Always declare pre-
existing medical conditions 
– no exceptions
2. Check your policy limits

Losing a bag or having your 
money stolen on holiday is 
extremely frustrating but it 
would be even worse if you 
were to make a claim on your 
travel insurance only to find 
out you weren’t covered.
     To prevent any unwanted 
surprises, find out how much 
you can claim back for lost 
cash, luggage and cancellation 
cover, and check whether 
there is a single item limit on 

your policy. Some items, such as mobile phones, may not 
be covered by your travel insurance if lost – so ensure they 
are protected in another way if not. 

3. Take reasonable care of your possessions
If you plan to take large amounts of cash away with you, 
or if you tend to leave cash in your room while you are 
out on holiday, check your policy wording carefully to find 
out whether you would be covered should it be lost or 
stolen. Many policies will only cover theft or accidental 
loss of cash that went missing while on your person, or 
money that was locked away securely in a safety deposit 
box in your room. 
     If you were to nip out and leave some money on the 
side, for example, you wouldn’t be able to claim anything 
back for it on many policies. Report any theft as soon as 
possible, Many insurers specify a time period that they 
wish you to report a theft to the police within – usually 
24 or 48 hours after the incident. If you report it later, or 
simply don’t get a police report, you won’t be covered. 
Check the small print as Insurers greatly vary.

4. Check you’re covered for an action-packed break
If you are planning on taking part in any activities while 
you are away – such as mountain biking, bungee jumping 
or quad biking – check your policy to see whether you 
would be covered should you have an accident. Many 
insurers have a list of “hazardous” activities that they 
don’t cover – but what is classed as hazardous differs 
between providers so it’s worth checking your individual 
policy, even if you have been covered for the activity 
before. 
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Congratulations to our Summer Draw 
Winners:
€500 goes to each of the following:
• Timothy Spillane (20129M), Roscrea, Nenagh 

Branch
• Michael Barrett (14978M), Limerick, Limerick 

City Branch
• Patrick J. Barrett (13809F), Patrickswell, Limerick 

City Branch
• Elizabeth Rice (Widow), Wexford, Wexford 

Branch
• Noel Egan (13258F), Limerick, Limerick City 

Branch 

Congratulations to our Website Quarterly Draw 
Winner:
• Gary Kelly (23149F), Navan Rd, Dublin, Dublin 

West Branch

5. Avoid incidents involving alcohol or non-
prescription drugs
Research from the British Insurance Brokers’ Association 
(BIBA) found that most insurers have exclusions around 
alcohol or drug-related incidents. But these exclusions 
vary from insurer to insurer, so read your policy carefully 
before you take it out to be fully aware of what you are 
and aren’t covered for.

6. Think about how long you’re travelling for
Whether you are planning an extended trip-of-a-lifetime 
or are packing your backpack for a trot around the globe, 
before you take a policy out, check how many consecutive 
days abroad you will be covered for. Limits vary from 
provider to provider and if you go over the time period 
– even by a day – your insurer won’t pay out for a claim. 
Likewise, if venturing out on an extended stay, think of 
your Home Insurance. How many days absence you’re 
covered for, in the event of burst pipes or other damage 
wile away; $2 days seems to be the rule of thumb but 
check it out.

7. Make sure your policy covers your destination
It may sound obvious but check that your policy covers 
you for the destination you are travelling to before you 
take it out

8. Consider taking out missed departure cover 
Being stuck in traffic or on a delayed train on the way to 
the airport is a stressful enough start to any holiday, but 
did you know that many basic travel insurance policies 
wouldn’t cover you for new flights if you missed them 
through no fault of your own? And, if your policy does 
cover you for missed flights, make sure you know what 
you will need to do to make a claim – some insurers 
require proof that you set out in sufficient time to make 
the flight while others have specified timeframes for you 
to lodge the claim.

9. Cover yourself for bereavement or cancellation
It is sensible to buy a travel insurance policy that covers 
you for cancellation at the same time as you book your 
holiday, so you are protected should anything go wrong 
before your break – such as redundancy (maybe not for 
GSRMA members!) or illness. 
     However, as mentioned above, check the cancellation 
cover limit and what situations you would be covered 
for. If you care for a close family relative and they are ill 
at the time you book your holiday, make sure that you 
declare this as, if not, and your relative was to take a turn 
for the worse before you jet off, you could not claim for 
cancellation. 
     And, also, check the closeness of the relative your 
policy would cover you for should the worse happen and 
you want to cancel a trip to attend a funeral. If you are in 
any doubt about what you are or aren’t covered for, ask 

your provider before you buy a policy and carry a copy of 
your documentation with you while you are away, so you 
can reference it should anything happen. 

10. Irish Trips
Should you be staying at home, check that your travel 
insurance also covers Irish trips. Should you have to cancel 
an Irish holiday, due to the unexpected death of a family 
member, check to see if you are covered.
     Many will cover this eventuality, but it is conditional 
most of the time on at least two nights pre-booked 
accommodation. That is accommodation that incurs 
an expense on your part, if you’re simply staying with 
relatives or friends then you are not covered. 
     Some insurers require a three-night pre-booked 
accommodation stay, so the advice is to check the small 
print. General advice is to check your policy to see what 
aspects are excluded in the general exclusions category. 
Remember have a wonderful holiday and enjoy. Safe 
Travelling!



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

GARDAÍ MUST ARREST THE DECLINE OF PUBLIC TRUST
Dear Editor

Twenty years ago, when I was a Garda, I succumbed to peer pressure and joined in the ‘Blue Flu’ 
on 1 May 1 1998. To this day I regret my decision. I even view it as the low point of my career. We, 
as guardians of the peace, walked away from our posts and left the country unprotected. Shame on 
us.
    In that one gesture we effectively destroyed the faith and confidence the Irish public had in An 
Garda Síochána, a trust built upon the personal sacrifices made by so many of our predecessors. In 
the eyes of the public, we have never recovered.
    Renewed sabre-rattling by those paid to represent our police service is again exacerbating an 
already fraught relationship. At its annual conference, the Association of Garda Sergeants and 
Inspectors (AGSI) issued veiled threats of industrial action if gardai were not granted the right to strike. In making this threat 
they have, I am convinced, ensured no government will ever concede such a privilege to them.
    In 2016, both the AGSI and the Garda Representative Association (GRA) almost brought down the government with threats 
of strike action in support of pay claims. The cabinet capitulated. Since that pyrrhic victory — won by showing just how little 
some Gardaí cared for the welfare of those they are paid to protect — there have been revelations of improper Garda practices, 
bullying by officers, falsification of records and misclassifications of serious crime. The various representative bodies have 
maintained a near stoic silence throughout, except when a GRA spokesman made a comical attempt to explain the falsification 
of testing figures for drink-driving offences.
    I watch in horror the disintegration of An Garda Síochána, a force I served for almost 40 years. Political decisions to close, 
or indeed to reopen, various Garda stations have gone unchallenged by management and representative bodies. The man or 
woman on the beat has been virtually removed. These actions are justified in the name of “modern policing techniques”.
    These same brave officers are expected to face down armed criminals, and in some areas a total breakdown of law and order, 
without the support of management or their representative associations. As scandal after scandal breaks, they are left to face the 
criticism and disappointment of an ever more disgusted public.
    I recently saw the consequences of these policies. An elderly neighbour returned home to find someone had broken into his 
house. Before he could raise the alarm, he was beaten in his front garden and the raiders left with his cash. This crime did not 
occur in a rural backwater, but in Drumcondra, Dublin. Two nearby Garda stations, Whitehall and Fitzgibbon Street, have been 
closed within the past few years, with Santry station relegated to a virtual 9-5 inquiries office — all this without a murmur of 
dissent from the AGSI or GRA.
    We are told studies have found no rise in crime around the closed Garda stations. Have researchers considered that some 
people in these areas, particularly older folk, will simply not travel the extra miles to report crimes at a station that is actually 
open?
Finally we have had the spectacle of open gang warfare on our streets. For years the Garda authorities neglected the 
intelligence-gathering and assimilation roles that are so critical in fighting crime. 
    The Regency Hotel attack, which came as no surprise to those involved in frontline policing, was a wake-up call to those 
who control the Garda purse strings.
    The successes of various operations since show, if Gardaí are allowed to do their jobs and get the proper supports, they can 
still deal professionally and competently with crime.

This letter was first published in The Sunday Times on 29 April 2018.

Alan Bailey is a former detective sergeant with An Garda Síochána
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

MEMORIES OF THE CROFTON FAMILY
Dear Editor.

My name is Patrick Beirne 24453H. I am a Sergeant still serving in Delvin, Co. Westmeath.
    I saw an article in the Spring 2018 edition of the magazine, re: ‘Call out to those who know James Crofton’.
    I was raised in Rural Roscommon and remember James Crofton and his wife Anne very well. They were virtually 
neighbours. I do not remember James, however, during his Garda career as it was much before my time.
    I would be glad to put my memories of the Crofton’s together for your magazine if you so wish.
    Could you pass on my wishes to John Crofton and his elderly mother Anne? I did not see her since she left the Croghan, 
Boyle Area of Co. Roscommon many years ago.
    I can be contacted at my work e mail as above and my own e mail is conber@eircom.net
    I would also be glad of an e-mail address for John Crofton or pass my details to him.

Many Thanks

Patrick Beirne

            

Greetings to you, Paschal. 

On behalf of my mother Anne and myself, we were delighted to read the letter that Sgt Beirne kindly emailed to you. Also, 
after all these years that someone still remembers my father who was in the Guards from 1932 to 1972.
    I will print out the email for my mother and show it to her. I will also drop a line to Sgt Beirne for taking the trouble to 
contact yourselves. Thank you very much for printing the piece about my father in the magazine.
My best regards to yourself,

John Crofton.

IS THE SINN FÉIN LEADER BEING HYPOCRITICAL?
Dear Editor,

I read with interest recently that Mary Lou McDonald advocated that “on a point of principle, the position of President of 
Ireland should be contested”, adding her party had “plenty of suitable candidates”.
    Is this not hypocritical, considering none of these candidates appeared to consider themselves suitable to contest the 
leadership of their party. 
    Is Ms McDonald suggesting it takes a higher quality of candidate to contest the leadership of her party than to contest the 
position of President of our country? 

Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch Secretary 
(First published in the Irish Independent)

Fact
International investment is good - but gives exposure 
Currency
- is a risk and can hurt asset performance
- is driven by different fundamentals than those that drive domestic assets
Good asset market returns in no way implies good currency returns
Assets and currency are completely separate and equally important investments

Problem
Most asset managers don’t adequately separate these issues. They focus on assets, not currency - they are not 
currency specialists

Solution
Use a currency overlay specialist in parallel with your asset manager
Currency overlay
- replaces accidental currency exposure from asset manager with intentional currency exposures of a specialist
- allows the investor the opportunity of best asset strategy coupled with the best currency strategy
- can readily provide risk control simulaneously with added return

www.aleepartners.com

 

 

 

    





   
  
  




  
  
   
   


   
  
  










 

 

 

    





   
  
  




  
  
   
   


   
  
  










Best Wishes to the GSRMA

If currency overlay isn’t part of your 
investment agenda then you must have money 

to burn



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

BREACHES OF TRUST BY THE STATE CAN NO LONGER 
BE TOLERATED
Dear Editor,

What type of society are we when we can condemn mothers like Vicky Phelan to death because State apparatchiks hide the 
truth from them?
    The hierarchy within the HSE is one of those, it’s out of control and using taxpayers’ money to defend hiding the truth from 
unfortunate victims. There is also Government complicity in some decisions.
    I listened to Dr Gibbons, who was in quality assurance for the cervical screening checks within the HSE, say he brought his 
concerns regarding the inherent dangers imposed by the US-type check being used.
His concerns were not listened to and dismissed.
    We now see that out of more than 200 further checks, 17 women within that group have since died. Cause of death as yet 
unknown, though I can hazard a guess.
Last week we saw Vicky, the mother of two young children, standing on the steps of the High Court after dragging the HSE 
through a legal quagmire just to get to the truth.
    As Vicky stated, there was “an appalling breach of trust”. This seriously understates the gravity of the crime perpetrated 
against her and her family.
    Let’s not forget Brigid McCole and other women who were sentenced to death by a State and system that would rather fight 
and delay rather than tell the truth.
    No amount of money will compensate them or any of those families for the loss of their lives.
    I heard one clinician for the HSE repeat the words “education” and “international best practice” several times when     
interviewed, but would not answer directly the core question: Why the delay?
    Whose head should roll for this serious breach of trust?
    Who will be held accountable? There is now a need to hold corporations and services like the HSE to account under the law 
when they are involved in serious breaches and malpractice.
    We need to have legislation brought in without delay so those in charge can be investigated and charged with corporate 
malfeasance or manslaughter.
    These faceless people need to be exposed and if they are found to have withheld vital information concerning risks to 
patients, then they should be investigated and charged and have to face the full rigours of the law and the courts, similar to 
what they put their victims through.
    This would send a serious message that these breaches of trust will not be entertained where a person’s life is put at risk or 
worse.
    We hear the words equality, good governance and accountability, but all I hear is lies, obfuscation and death

Christy Galligan,
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 
Donegal North Branch 
(As published in the Irish Independent)
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

THE CREATION OF A MONSTER IN HSE
Dear Editor,

I never quite understood the thinking, if there was any, behind the disbanding of the regional health boards as we once knew 
them.
    The health boards were regional and accountable. Whatever you might think of politicians, they brought an oversight with 
their position on the boards.
    I recall the time the health boards were replaced by the new Health Service Executive, and thinking that a monster was being 
created — and recent disclosures regarding the HSE and cervical cancer should be a wake-up call for all concerned.
    I say bring back the regional health boards and restore the confidence required in this crucial area of all our lives.

Walter Kilcullen, Dunboyne, Co Meath 
GSRMA Dublin West Branch
(First published in The Sunday Independent)

REMEMBERING BRAVE SCOTT MEDAL HEROES
Dear Editor,

In the latest edition of Síocháin magazine, the editorial tells a story that will gladden all Garda family members’ hearts despite 
the sadness behind it, in the awarding of Scott medals to the members killed maimed and injured in Garryhinch so long ago.
    May Michael Clerkin rest in peace and may the survivors continue to recover.  
    The questionable decision, as the article points out, was made within the force initially, a measure of decency to do the 
right thing now is late but never the less welcome and all concerned be they in LAOIS OR HEADQUARTERS are to be 
congratulated by all of us who serve or served.  
    As I recall from a teacher long ago by way of a stern lecture that” a coward won’t ever front up, and will begrudge success to 
those who do”. 
    The editor is to be complimented on bringing the article to the attention of its readership.  I met Tom Peters, and Mr Bohan 
IN the COLLEGE some years ago, and I have not forgotten the experience, they and the others had that night, they are the real 
hero members.
    Well done SÍOCHÁIN EDITOR.

Yours faithfully,
Brian R Duignan
GSRMA Drogheda Branch Member



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

WHERE ARE THE RECENTLY RETIRED MEMBERS? 
Dear Editor,

I joined An Garda Síochána in April 1963 and after ten years I resigned to follow other pursuits. I am proud to have been a 
member of the force, and I have very fond memories of that decade of my life. 
    The dayroom spirit and banter was always a tonic before jumping on one’s bike to tour the district in search of the ’Golden 
Thread’ named, local knowledge. The I/C could be I/CE at times but was always there for the team.
    Anyway, to get back to the main reason for this letter: where are the younger retirees? I am a member of the Dungarvan 
Branch and just home from our AGM. Pat Norris, our Branch boss, and those present would have greatly appreciated the 
participation of some younger members. 
    While a serving member the station party were always aware of the retired members living in their sub-district. They would 
call on them occasionally for help, and in this way keep up contact. 
    Some on retirement get other employment, and are therefore busy. But it would be great if younger retired members can 
make it along to our meetings or coffee mornings. Meeting up and conversing with members is always uplifting, made so by 
the fact that members have had fascinating experiences to share. 
    I have lifelong friends from my time in the Gardaí and a great batch of new friends from the GSRMA. We, the Dungarvan 
Branch members invite you to join the team, and really find out what you are missing.
    The coffee morning is an extension to the dayroom with one great change – the I/CE has melted!
    
Tom Smith
GSRMA Dungarvan Branch

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR 
ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps 

members informed of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or 

items of interest you would like to see included in the future, contact the General 

Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 
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BREAKAWAY TO CLIFDEN
On 17 April our group of 60 went west on a three-night 
trip to beautiful Connemara for a stay at the Clifden 
Station House Hotel. We received such a wonderful warm 
welcome from manager Ann Marie that we immediately 
felt at home.
    The hotel is well situated beside shops and all the 
amenities Clifden has on offer. When we had settled in 
with tea and scones we were ready to relax and enjoy the 
break.
Our evening began with a film about Clifden and the local 
area and a local historian gave us a most informative talk.
    Our meals were really excellent and enjoyed by all and 
after dinner each evening we had entertainment and our 
talented members joined in to keep the party going. On 
Wednesday we departed on a day trip to visit Connemara 
where we enjoyed the scenery, a coffee break in Cong 
and a lovely afternoon spent in Kylemore Abbey.  
    The gardens are so beautiful there this time of year and 
so well worth the visit, unfortunately the weather was not 
the best but members enjoyed the day immensely.
    Our few days were so enjoyed by everyone and as usual 
on our trips it is a wonderful way to meet friends from all 

over the country. The staff in the Station House are such a 
credit to the hotel. 
    They were always pleasant and obliging and really 
added to the enjoyment of this trip. Friday was departure 
day and as we bid goodbye in beautiful sunshine we left 
once again in anticipation of our next adventure.

UPCOMING OUTINGS
Killarney, Co. Kerry 
On Sunday 2 September we have an amazing offer for a three-
night stay in The Castlerosse Hotel in Killarney.
    The offer includes dinner, B&B each day, evening 
entertainment, a full-day tour of the Ring of Kerry, plus half-day 
outing to include water bus cruise on lakes. 
    Aqua aerobics, gardening talk and much more are also 
included.
Places are limited and booking fast must be booked by 28 July. 
    The hotel is situated beside the lakes and National Park. Pick 
up from and to train station also included. 
    This trip is fantastic value at €210 per person sharing €235 
per person on single basis (single rooms are limited). Please 
book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

Ennistymon, Co. Clare
Why not get away before winter with our late autumn break 
to The Falls Hotel and Spa in the beautiful county of Clare from 
4-8 November. 
    The four-night break includes dinner, B&B, evening 
entertainment and much more.
    This outing is amazing value in this superb hotel and is sure 
to book out extremely fast. Pick-up will be from Ennis train 
station and we will organise a day trip to visit local places of 
interest.
    Cost per person is outstanding value at €215 per person 
with no single supplement but single rooms are limited and 
are on first-come basis. All bookings must be made by Friday 5 
October.



GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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TO BOOK THIS TOUR

T: 01 637 1606Please ring Alice Kelly at Travel Department 
or email groups@traveldepartment.ie

NOTES
1. Price is based on 35 people travelling  

2. Price is per person based on 2 people sharing. Single 
room supplements of €159pp will apply (small 
number of these rooms available for single use)

3. Price is inclusive of taxes and charges and one piece 
of hand luggage (max 10 kg)

4. Fees will apply for checked in baggage, please 
contact us for details.

5. Travel insurance available – please enquire

6. A non-refundable/non-transferable deposit of €200 
per person is required to book 

7. Please quote your GSRMA number when booking. 
Booking closes Tuesday 10th July

8. Balances are due 10 weeks before departure 

9. This is a quotation only, no services are being held 
at present. Price is subject to availability at 
booking date

10. Not all services are guaranteed until a fi nal 
confi rmation is received from Travel Department

11. Prices and availability are subject to change. E&OE

Salamanca Short Break 
including Avila, Alba de Tormes & Valladolid

From

€619pp
Departs 03 Oct 2018

T h e   W o r l d   i s   W a i t i n g  ...

Fully Guided  |  5 nights  |  4* Bed & Breakfast

What’s included:
 Return direct flights to from Dublin to Madrid
 5 nights, 4 star accommodation in the Alameda Palace Hotel 
 on a B&B basis
 A half day guided city tour of Salamanca, including a visit to 
 the Cathedral de Salamanca. Salamanca was declared a 
 UNESCO World Heritage City and is home to the third oldest 
 University in Europe
 A full day excursion to Avila. The world famous walls of Avila 
 stand guard over the century-old artistic and cultural heritage 
 found inside the walls. It is also the birthplace of Saint Teresa
 A full day excursion to the historic centre of Valladolid visiting 
 emblematic buildings such as the Cathedral, the College of 
 San Gregorio and the Church of San Pablo
 (Entrance into Salamanca, Avila and Valladolid Cathedral and 
 the Basilica San Vincente in Avila included)
 Free time for shopping and sightseeing of your choice

BOOKING INFORMATION
To book any of our trips please contact GSRMA Social 
Committee members Marie Roche (086-0854654) or Joe 
Lynch (086-2338603).

Single Rooms: Dear members please note single rooms 
are always limited as all hotels will only allow groups 

a certain quantity, usually in the region of 10-12. This 
is completely out of our control and we always do our 
utmost to accommodate members, but singles are always 
in high demand and tend to be booked very quickly and 
are allocated on a first come basis, so if you require a 

single room it is advisable to book as early as possible.



TEA AND EMPATHY

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
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I just got a call from my 
agent. Word had come 

through that I had secured 
the lead role in a new 
upcoming movie ‘Tea and 
Empathy’. So, the role 
was to be mine – that of 
Hilda Gerber, a woman in 
her early 30s who lived in 
Bavaria, Germany. 
    Hilda was unmarried 
and had lived with her 
only sibling Frederick. She 
was a psychotherapist by 
profession and became 
infamous because she 
murdered five of her 
female clients. The police 
had almost completed their 
investigation and were 
about to arrest her when 
she vanished and was 
never seen again. 
    A story like this 
completely fascinated me, 
and particularly because it 
was true and happened about 30 years ago. I have played 
a variety of roles in my career to date including a nurse in 
one movie and a surgeon in another but I knew nothing 
about the world of psychotherapy. 
    My agent arranged for me to meet with one of the 
most respected and well-known psychotherapists in the 
business, so I could gain some insights into the work. 
Arriving at her office I was greeted by a pleasant female 
receptionist who introduced herself as Christine.
    “I’m here to see Dr Iddy Foley” I said, as I looked 
around the very comfortable-looking reception room with 
lots of plants, a water cooler and a coffee table with a 
scattering of National Geographic magazines.
Having been directed to a room off to the side it was 
there that I met Dr Foley. She was a woman who 
appeared to be in her early 60s, grey hair tied up in a 
bun, a weathered-looking drawn face, dressed quite 
conservatively and spoke with an unusual accent.  
    “Dr Foley thank you for agreeing to meet me” was my 
formal greeting as I shook her hand. She invited me to sit 
in a comfortable chair upon which I immediately remarked 

that I expected to see one of those long therapy-like 
couches that has only one arm rest.
    “Yes” she replied laughing. “Most of my clients expect 
the same – that is more aligned with psychoanalytic 
psychotherapy – the world of Freud and his associates”.
    Freud – long therapy-like couch – was the note I 
scribbled in my notebook. I enquired if she would like to 
know some details about the character I would be playing 
in the new movie but she thought it unnecessary. 
    Stating that my agent mentioned I was going to act 
the role of a psychotherapist was all that she needed to 
know and that she was very willing to give me an insight 
into her world of work. Following a polite offer of some 
refreshments I declined and stated that I might avail of 
some later.
    “So” I said looking down at my notebook, “I’ll start 
with an easy one - empathy - tell me about what it means 
in your work.”
    She began to explain that a therapist who shows 
empathy can really get an insight into the world of the 
client.  If the therapist can actually imagine what it is like 
to be the client then she is in a very good position 

By Terry Naughton (Cork City Branch) – the third place winner of the 2017 Short Story 
Competition. 

I noticed the tea was in a fancy cup on a fancy saucer. It was then that I recalled that 
hallmark of Hilda’s in having a cup of tea with her victims before she killed them!



to understand 
the client’s way of 
being. Ultimately 
the therapist hopes 
to assist the client 
to become aware 
of her own world 
with possibilities for 
change. 
    Liking the idea of 
that I wrote some 
notes furiously. “So 
why do therapists 
want to become 
therapists?  It 
sounds like a 
challenging career.”
    She smiled. “It is 
challenging” and, 
whispering lowly, 
said “I think they 
all want to save the 
whole world”. We 
both laughed.
    “So what was 
your path to this 
world of therapy then and what was the world you were 
going to save?” I enquired, a bit brazenly I thought. She 
went on to tell me that her parents were Swiss and that 
she was born into extreme poverty. 
    The family lived in a two-roomed house and had 
practically nothing.  They even ate all their meals from 
jam jars. “That type of experience leaves you traumatised 
for life. I was determined to rise up from that and help 
others who experienced trauma in their lives. I wanted to 
make the world better for them. That was my ‘saving the 
world’.” She gave a slight smile which appeared weighed 
down with sadness.
    There was a brief silence. Looking at her more intently, 
I tried to imagine her childhood experience. Was this 
empathy at work? 
    “Now is perhaps a good time to put on that kettle” she 
said, rising from her chair.
She walked across to the corner of the room where there 
was a very small kitchen-like area.  As she filled the kettle 
I glanced around at the large variety of wall hangings. “I 
don’t want to be delaying you doctor. I’m sure you have 
more clients to see.”
    “Please, call me Iddy. No. I have no further clients 
today and I’d be very happy for you to continue with your 
questions. I do enjoy talking about therapy.”
    “That’s very kind of you. Thank-you.” I said as I got 
up from the chair to explore some of the attractive art 
that caught my eye earlier. “This is very beautiful,” I said 
pointing to one particular landscape painting. “Where is 
it?”

    “Bavaria” she replied as 
she poured the water into a 
teapot. “It’s where I was born. 
I gave a little smile thinking of 
the co-incidence. Hilda Gerber 
was from Bavaria. 
    “Oh I though you said 
you were Swiss,” I enquired, 
slowly moving on to the next 
painting. “No – it’s my parents 
that are Swiss. We children 
were born in Germany – my 
parents moved there after they 
were married.
    I paused and turning 
towards her I inquisitively 
enquired “And is that why 
they christened you Iddy? Is it 
a German name?”
    “Actually Iddy isn’t a name 
– it’s a nickname. When I 
moved to this country and met 
my husband Con he started to 
call me that and it stuck. My 
real name is Hildagarde.”
    Within an instant I could 

feel hair rising on the back of my neck, my heart began 
pounding in my chest. I felt my face flush as I turned away 
to look at some more art work on the wall. I couldn’t 
focus on the pictures – the panic had gripped me so 
intently. Could this be she – could this be Hilda Gerber, I 
thought?
    Still staring at the wall, I had to ask one more question. 
I had to be sure. I felt a slight quiver in my voice as I said 
“So, you must have been known as Hilda then?”
    “Yes – I was. It was my brother Fred that started that” 
It was just then that I heard Christine in the outer office 
call out. “I’m off Dr Foley. See you next week – have a 
good weekend.”
    At that moment, I leaned a hand on the wall in front of 
me. I had visions of falling, falling, falling. Beads of sweat 
instantly formed on my brow and my hands became 
clammy.  
GET OUT were the only words going around my brain. As 
I turned around to grab my bag and coat standing directly 
behind me was Iddy holding a cup of tea in her hand. 
“Your tea my dear.”
    Looking down at the tea I noticed it was in a fancy cup 
on a fancy saucer. It was then that I recalled that hallmark 
of Hilda’s in having a cup of tea with her victims before 
she killed them. The interesting aspect of her quirk was 
that the tea had to have been from a fine bone china cup.  
    I was completely immobilised. All I could utter, in a 
hoarse low voice was “What beautiful ware.”
    “Fine bone china” was her reply as she smiled at me, 
looking directly into my eyes.

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 

“Most of my clients expect the same – that is more aligned 
with psychoanalytic psychotherapy – the world of Freud and 
his associates”.
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
GSRMA, in conjunction with ‘Garda Post’, has launched the Short Story Competition for the third year. ‘Garda Post’ has 
generously agreed to sponsor the prize funds to a sum of €2,500. We thank them most sincerely for their continued support.

• Competition is open to GSRMA Members or their spouses/partners ONLY.
• Only one entry per person is permitted.
• Entries of 2,000 (maximum) word count.
• Author’s name and details should be entered on the accompanying entry form.
• Scripts will not be returned, and remain the property of GSRMA thereafter authors are advised to retain a copy.
• Submissions must be sent via email to editor@gardaretired.com
• Closing date is 5pm on Friday 28 September 2018.
• The decision of the adjudication panel is final.
• The Prize Fund is €2,500 - €1,500 for first prize and thereafter €500; €300 & €200 for Runner-Up prizes. 
• Prize winners will be published in the ‘Winter 2018’ edition of ‘Síocháin’.
• Winning entries will be published in Síocháin, while a selection of entries may also be published in future issues of the 

magazine.
• GSRMA Central Committee Members and their families are not eligible to enter the competition.
• Competition is sponsored by Garda Post.

GSRMA SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
2018 – ENTRY FORM

I wish to submit the following short story for inclusion in GSRMA Short 
Story Competition.

Title:         

Number of words:       

I have read and agree to abide to the rules of this competition

Signed:        

Name: (Block Capitals):       

Registration Number:       

Address (Block Capitals):     

        

        

Telephone:       

Mobile:        

E-mail:        

Return your entry accompanied with this form before 28 September 2018 to editor@gardaretired.com.

Entries are now open for the Short Story Competition 2018 and the usual T&Cs apply. With this year’s 

deadline not until Friday 28 September, there’s plenty of time to submit your stories!

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
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DÁIL VISIT BY POLICE PERSONNEL 
FROM BOTH SIDES OF BORDER

Police personnel from both sides of the border pictured outside the Dáil, following visit to the Oireachtas on 
18 April:
Seated Front Row (l-r): Thelma Corkey, Barry Brewster, Jim McDonald (all RUC GC), Senator Gerard Craughwell, Matt 
Cosgrave, President GSRMA; Pat McCarthy, President HARP Society; Gerry Lovett, Hon Sec, HARP Society; Billy Browne 
(RUC GC). Middle Row (l-r): Jack Reynolds, Ken McFarland, Billy Moore, Raymond White, Tony Fagan, David Young, 
Brian Rea and Walter Kilkullen. Back Row (l-r): George Evans; P.J. McTague; David Turkington; George Elliot; John 
Duffy; Eddie O’Donovan; Freddie Hall; Willie Stratford; Rodney Doherty and Clive Johnson.

Photograph courtesy of Gerry Lovett, secretary/treasurer of the HARP Society. 

At the Dáil the police visitors were able 
to watch the debates from the Visitors’ 

Gallery and they later received a warm 
round of applause when welcomed to the 
Senate by its Cathaoirleach.
    The day was rounded off with a 
wonderful meal in the Members’ 
Restaurant courtesy of Senator Craughwell, 
who is a member of the North/South Inter-
Parliamentary Association and the Joint 
Committee on Implementation of the Good 
Friday Agreement. 
    Following the meal, the HARP Society’s founder Pat 
McCarthy made presentations of appreciation to the 
Senator and his assistant Jean Webster for their welcome 
support of our society and its ideals.
    The GSRMA was represented by President Matt 
Cosgrave, the RUC George Cross Foundation by its 

secretary Brian Rea and the Northern 
Ireland Retired Police Officers Association 
(NIRPOA) by its president Raymond 
White. Our MC for the day was Gerry 
Lovett, the HARP Society’s secretary/
treasurer.

NEXT FRATERNAL GATHERING
The next occasion for a fraternal 
gathering will be on Saturday 15 
September when the GSRMA-affiliated 
HARP Society will hold its annual 

interdenominational service at St Paul’s Church, Mount 
Argus (starting @ 2.30pm). 
    Police members and their families are all welcome to 
attend the ceremony and those with Association regalia, 
medals and badges of police and military affiliations are 
encouraged to wear them. 

DÁIL VISIT

Yet another opportunity to cement north/south relations at ground level was provided 
in April when retired police personnel from both sides of the border were hosted by 
Independent Senator Gerard P. Craughwell at the Oireachtas.
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GARDA MEMORIAL DAY 2018

Dublin Castle is associated with An Garda Síochána 
since the foundation of the State. It is the location 

where An Garda Síochána affirmed its authority as 
the National Policing Force on 9 February, 1922, 
thereby commencing the phasing out of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary (RIC), which ended its policing role in August 
of that year.
     An Garda Síochána Memorial Garden honours its 
members of the force who gave their lives in the service of 
the State. Acting Garda Commissioner Dónall O’Cualáin 
and the Minister for Justice and Equality, Charlie Flanagan 
TD, were in attendance on the day. 
     This Memorial Day is one of the cornerstones in 
the calendar of the Garda Siochana Retired Members’ 
Association, and we encourage as many members as 
possible to attend.  We also encourage each of our 44 
Branches to be represented on the day. 
     Retired members attending this year’s event again far 
outnumbered our serving colleagues. We would urge the 
four Garda staff associations to promote the day within 
their calendar of events each year with a view to boosting 
the numbers in attendance.
     This is our one opportunity each year to remember and 
reflect on the heroic actions of those 88 members who 
gave their lives whilst on duty serving this country. Deputy 
Commissioner John Twomey, who acted as MC for the 
day, welcomed all those present.
     The formal proceedings commenced with the arrival 
of Minister for Justice Charlie Flanagan TD together with 
Acting Garda Commissioner Donal O’O’Cualáin. Minister 
Flanagan inspected the Guard of Honour present, before 
both Garda Chaplains Rev Fr Joe Kennedy and Rev David 
Pierpoint then conducted the religious ceremony and each 
reflected on the actions of our fallen heroes during the 
course of their homilies.

COMMEMORATING COURAGE 
Acting Commissioner Dónall O’Cualain re-emphasised the 

importance of this Memorial Day, held each year on the 
third Saturday of May, and how important an event it is 
within the Garda calendar each year. 
     He thanked all those present most sincerely for 
making the effort to attend. “Today is an opportunity in 
this beautiful and peaceful setting to pause and reflect 
on our 88 colleagues who were killed protecting our 
communities. This is a commemoration to dedication to 
duty. It is a commemoration of community spirit,” he 
noted.
     “It is a commemoration of courage. Each and 
every one of our fallen colleagues exemplified those 
characteristics. The courage to put themselves between a 
gunman and a victim. The courage to jump into unknown 
waters to rescue someone from drowning. The courage to 
go into a burning building and help rescue those trapped 
inside. This was courage with a purpose. Courage and 
sense. 
     “All displayed incredible resolve in their actions. 

GARDA MEMORIAL 
DAY HONOURS OUR 

FALLEN HEROES
Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, reports on the Annual Garda Memorial Day – 
one of the cornerstones in the calendar of the GSRMA – for those members of An Garda 
Síochána killed in the line of duty, which took place again this year at the Dubhlinn Gardens 
in Dublin Castle, on Saturday 19 May 2018. 

Pictured at the Garda Memorial Day in Dublin Castle 
on 19 May were (seated l-r): GSRMA General Secretary 
Paschal Feeney, Tom Miller, Enniscorthy, and Tony Fagan 
Enniscorthy; (standing l-r): John Meagher, Wexford, and 
Eamonn Moloughney, New Ross. (Photo courtesy of Tony 
Fagan, Wexford Branch)
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Situations most of us will never face. But face them they 
did. They did not stand back, and let others take the risk. 
They did not hold back indeed what each and all did was 
put their own lives at risk.
     “We all should pause and reflect on both the 
moral and physical courage they took, in that fleeting 
second between evaluation and action. Then comes 
the aftermath, and the great courage displayed by the 
families, friends and colleagues. Heroes one and all,” the 
Acting Commissioner stated.

THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE
The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charlie Flanagan 
TD, said it was a great honour for him as Minister for 
Justice to be present, to remember, and to honour all 
88 members of An Garda Síochána who had paid the 
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty, for the State.
     “We remember with pride the courage of those who 
sacrificed so much so that we may go about our daily lives 
without fear. In the proud tradition of An Garda Síochána, 
they committed their lives to public service, and made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the service of their country,” Minister 
Flanagan said.
     “On behalf of the Government, I wish to express my 
deepest sympathies to the families of those whose lives 
were cut so short. Everyday An Garda Síochána works, in 
partnership with their colleagues in the other emergency 
services, in order to protect us when we are at our most 
vulnerable. It is appropriate that we take a moment today 
to remember the members of those services who have lost 
their lives over the years in service of others.”
     The Minister said he remembered, in particular, Gardaí 
Adrian Donohoe and Tony Golden. Detective Garda 
Adrian Donohoe lost his life at Bellurgan, Co. Louth, in 
January 2013 when he was shot dead during the course 
of an armed robbery at a credit union.
     Garda Tony Golden was shot dead at Omeath, Co. 
Louth in October 2015 while working to support and 
protect a vulnerable young woman who was a victim of 
domestic abuse. 

Pictured (l-r): Phil Hillin, Olive and Joan Fogarty (aunt, 
sister and mother of late Garda Ambrose Fogarty), Tom 
Miller and Tony Fagan. (Ambrose was killed in patrol car 
crash, with colleague Richie Nolan in September 1999, 
while responding to a call for assistance from Gardaí in 
Gorey).

“Garda Adrian Donohoe and Garda Tony Golden are, of 
course, to the forefront of our minds today. They are the 
most recent additions to the roll of honour of members 
who we commemorate today and whose memory we 
cherish and respect. 
     “Both Adrian Donohue and Tony Golden left behind 
them wives and children, families and friends, whose grief 
we simply cannot hope to comprehend. We recognise 
also the impact of their deaths on the Gardaí in the Louth 
Division in particular who lost their valued colleagues in 
the most tragic way.

Tim Bowe, Cork; Jim Gallagher, Donegal (back to camera) 
and Martin Donnellan, Dublin South. (Photo courtesy of 
Tim Bowe, Cork City).

     “And while there are no words of mine that could 
possibly assuage the grief of those who suffer so great 
a loss, let me say this. These two men were heroes. Tony 
Golden and Adrian Donohoe gave their all in selfless 
service to their communities; to their fellow citizens.”

COURAGE AND SELFLESSNESS 
“Both men stood firmly and faithfully behind the 
commitment they made when they put on the uniform.  
They did not waver in that commitment – not for a 
second. By their service and their actions they epitomise 
the best values of An Garda Síochána.”
     The Minister for Justice said that on a personal level, 
he would never forget the courage and selflessness of 
Garda Michael Clerkin who was killed on 16 October 
1976, while following up on an anonymous phone call 
regarding a plot to kidnap and kill Fine Gael Minister 
Oliver J. Flanagan – his late father.
     “It was a deeply poignant moment for me to attend 
last December’s Scott Medal ceremony and witness the 
posthumous award of a Gold Scott medal to Garda 
Clerkin. An Garda Síochána Memorial Garden honours 
members who were killed in the service of the State, and 
their names are inscribed in stone within the garden. 
     Additionally, a glass sculpture commemorates the 
sacrifice of the families left behind while a stone sculpture 
is a tribute to all deceased members of An Garda 
Síochána, the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police.
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Aphthae epizooticae – more commonly known as 
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) – is an extremely 

virulent contagious virus affecting cloven-footed animals. 
It is easily transmitted from infected animals through 
their excrement, offal, bedding, meat and can be carried 
unwittingly from place to place on footwear, clothing, 
vehicles and those in contact with affected holdings. FMD 
is classified as a mandatory reportable infectious disease. 
    On the island of Ireland it was noticed in 1839, most 
probably arriving here from Great Britain. However, after 
the initial outbreak there came intervening lull periods 
that created a false sense of security – the true extent 
of its contagiousness was not fully understood. Its next 
visitation took place in 1869 in the North of Ireland – with 
further outbreaks occurring in Cork and Waterford in the 
south.
    Protracted outbreaks took place in 1871, which 
persisted until 1877. In 1883 the disease reappeared with 
a vengeance in Ulster, Leinster and Munster. This outbreak 
was eradicated in 1884. There were no further outbreaks 
until 1912 when the disease was diagnosed in animals in 
a slaughter plant in Liverpool. 

TRACED TO FARM IN SWORDS
The infection was traced to a farm in Swords, Co. Dublin. 
Further outbreaks were confirmed on the island of Ireland 
in 1914, 1921, and in the Republic alone in 1928, 1931, 
1941 and 2001. The latter outbreak affected the North 
of Ireland as well as the Republic of Ireland by sheep 
imported from the United Kingdom.     
    Initial attempts to control the disease had not been very 
successful in earlier times, as was the case also in Britain, 
while random outbreaks continued to occur throughout 
the United Kingdom. Little was known about the virus in 
the early years of the 19th century.
    Diagnosis of the disease was a hit-and-miss affair 
as accurate identification of FMD had not been fully 
formulated – epidemiology had yet to play its important 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES CONTROLS

A DREADED 
ENCOUNTER THAT 

DIDN’T MATERIALISE
John O’Keeffe, GSRMA Dublin West Branch, recently came across entries in an old official 
notebook dating back to 1966-67, which contained details of the time he spent on 
temporary transfer in the Donegal sub-district of Pettigo, during the outbreak of Foot 
and Mount Disease in Great Britain that could have possibly spread to Ireland.

role in accurate diagnosis of the contagious disease.  
    For those who may not be too familiar with the 
time there was 32 confirmed outbreaks in the UK in 
1966 at Northumberland on the north-east coast of 
England during July, August and September. These were 
followed in 1967 with one in the west midland county 
of Shropshire, and the other in North Wales where some 
2,364 outbreaks occurred. 

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT 1966
The significance of this would see the Irish Government 
implementing legislation (the Diseases of Animals Act 
1966), which had been passed on 1 March the previous 
year. 
    The Act had broad sweeping powers enabling the 
State, through its Department of Agriculture Inspectors 
and the Garda Siochana to regulate the movement of 
persons, animals and poultry within or out of any place in 
the State including Airports and Shipping ports.
    It also prohibited the importation of animals to 
prevent contagion occurring through people and animals 
arriving from outside sources beyond its jurisdiction. 
The Department of Customs & Excise had already their 
own extensive powers in relation to importation and 
exportation. 
    The border between Northern Ireland and the Republic 
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(all 310 mls/499kms) was closed off to cross-border 
traffic and people, as stringent rules and regulations were 
implemented to control entry and exit at all checkpoints 
within the State. 
    In effect the closing order emphasised the economic 
and financial importance to the State in protecting the 
farming industry, cattle breeding and the meat production 
industry here. 
    Thousands of animals had been slaughtered, burned 
and buried incurring huge losses over the years in both 
the UK and the island of Ireland in trying to eradicate 
the disease which brought financial ruin and devastation 
to affected farming communities on the two islands. 
It became one of the most dreaded animal husbandry 
diseases in livestock for farmers.  

NORTH AND SOUTH MEETING 
On recently browsing through an old official notebook 
I came across some entries dating back to December 
1967, which contained details of the period I spent on 
temporary transfer in the Pettigo sub-district in County 
Donegal from 17 December 1967 to 15 January 1968. 
This was during the outbreak of FMD in Great Britain that 
could possibly spread to Ireland. 
    On 14 January 1965 the Taoiseach, Mr Sean Lemass, 
arrived in Belfast at the cordial invitation to lunch with 
the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, Captain Terence 
O’Neill, in their attempt to normalise political relations 
between the two States. 
    There had not been, up to that time, any meeting of 
government leaders from both States since the rejection 
of the Government of Ireland Act 1920 by Southern 
politicians and discussions on the Border Commission’s 
demarcation meetings between William Craig and 
Michael Collins. The British Government’s GOI Act 
provided for two governments on the island of Ireland, 
one in Dublin the other in Belfast. 
    In the south Terence O’Neill’s move was viewed as a 
progressive gesture of genuine friendliness, but not so by 
certain hard-line Unionists in the North. The progressive 
Prime Minister then found himself under pressure from 
his Ulster Unionist Party and from a new ‘hurler on the 
ditch’ who took to the field entering the debate on the 
Prime Minister’s fitness to rule – the Reverend Ian Paisley, 
Moderator of the Free Presbyterian Church in Ulster had 
arrived and turbulent times were looming on the horizon 
for Northern Ireland.
    On 19 November 1966 Sean Lemass resigned as 
Taoiseach on age grounds and Jack Lynch took over the 
reins of political power in the Republic. Within twelve 
months the border between the Republic and the North 
of Ireland was closed as travel restrictions were imposed 
at all cross-border entry points under the Diseases of 
Animals Act 1966.  Foot and Mouth disease had once 
again been found in livestock in Britain.  
    An Garda Síochána was tasked with overall 

PERSONNEL DISTRICTS 
A DISTRICT           
Pat Cotter, B. Dinsmore, Gerry Flanagan, John Healy, 
P.J. McDaid, John McLoughlin, Bosco Muldoon and 
Harry Murphy.

C DISTRICT 
John Joe Behan, John Costelloe, Nicky Cunningham, 
Jackie Dolan, Tony Dooley, Tom Dunleavy, Pat 
Flannery, Jim Galvin, Sonny Heeny, John Kiernan, 
Mick Leydon, John McHugh, Mick O’Brien, John 
O’Keeffe, Ollie Power and Martin Silke. 

D DISTRICT
Jim Clinton, Tom Collins, John Hunt, John Hyland, 
John McGarry, Dan Molloy, J.J. Murphy, Eugene 
O’Hara and Paul Woods. 

K DISTRICT
Sgt John Canning, Finglas. 

L DISTRICT
Jim ‘The Red’ Brennan, Brian Kirby, Bill Mugan, Tony 
Sourke and Frank Timoney.

CHECKPOINTS
Ard Na Glass Bridge, The Black Gap, Brennans Bridge, 
Cloghair Bridge, Cnock Na Cunny,  Drumawark, The 
Frontier Post, Gortnessy, Haugheys, Letter Bridge, 
Termon, Tieve na Meenta, Tullylark, Tullavogey.

Best wishes to all concerned without whose help this 
piece could not have been compiled. 
*Checkpoint names above are taken from local 
pronunciation and the vernacular.  

responsibility for enforcement of the onerous task in 
prohibiting cross-border access and egress along its entire 
border with Northern Ireland stretching from the East 
coast at Carlingford Lough to Lough Foyle in the North 
West. 
    That was when I found myself, along with other 
colleagues on duty the sub-district of Pettigo, Co. Donegal 
– one of the many policing centres along that long border 
between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

EXTRAORDINARY TOURS OF DUTY
Sgt Keyes, a fine, understanding and patient man, was in 
charge of the station at the time. Apparently 50 Gardaí 
from the Dublin Metropolitan Area (DMA) were posted 
there in two drafts. They came from Districts A, C, D, K 
and L.  In the notebook I had also recorded the names of 
the 14 checkpoints around Pettigo, each of which was 
manned 24 hours a day with each member performing an 
eight-hour tour of duty. No hot food was available, and 
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no cover from the elements. 
    The notes also had the names of those members who 
were on transfer there during my stay. I hope I have 
not overlooked mentioning anyone in my list below, so 
apologies for any inadvertent omissions, it is 50 years 
since then. 
    The tours of duty were quite extraordinary. You 
were dropped off 
at a designated 
checkpoint by patrol 
car without any form 
of communication 
whatsoever with 
the parent station, 
should you require 
advice, assistance or 
help. 
    One bright 
spark with serious 
managerial potential 
was heard to remark 
‘we should have 
been issued with 
carrier pigeons’, 
whereas another 
remarked that he 
now knew the true 
meaning of his 
vocation in life under 
the sobriquet of ‘a 
cross between a 
horse and an ass’.  
    At most 
checkpoints there 
was no shelter 
provided from 
the unrelenting 
inclement weather 
that cuts across the 
Donegal landscape 
in winter months. 
Toilet facilities - what 
facilities? However, 
in certain places the 
genuine hospitality 
of the rural residents 
saved many a man 
from taking leave 
of absence from 
the reality of his 
situation.  
The disease did not 
enter the Republic 
of Ireland. A 
policeman’s lot can 
sometimes not be 

a pleasant one, but this time it paid off in keeping the 
dreaded disease at bay.   
    As its 50 years last December since then I would love to 
share this information with everyone and especially those 
personnel who served on that long border across the 
Republic. I hope it brings back some happy memories to 
all concerned.

Untitled-1   1 11/10/2017   13:20:49
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RECOLLECTIONS OF 
THE MERRION ROAD 

RIOT 
Rioters at the Door of the British Embassy – euphemistically referred to as ‘The Merrion 
Road Riot’ – proved to be a most violent episode in Garda history, writes Nick Cunningham, 
Meath Branch, who was on duty on that fateful morning on Saturday 18 July 1981.

LOOK BACK
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On the morning of Saturday 
18 July 1981, along with 

many more of my colleagues, I 
assembled on the square at Garda 
Headquarters in the Phoenix Park.
    Members attached to HQ, in 
parallel with their permanent 
every-day Garda appointments, 
were always considered to be an 
essential and a readily-available pool 
of practically instant reserve for all 
kinds of duties, emergencies etc. 
    This was one of those days. On 
this occasion, the purpose of our 
gathering involved the control of 
a large demonstration planned to 
take place at the British Embassy on 
Merrion Road, Ballsbridge later that 
day.   

QUICK LOOK BACK TO 1972
On 2 February 1972, during a 
civil rights march in Derry, 14 unarmed and innocent 
civilians were killed by soldiers of a British army parachute 
regiment. That terrible event has continued to be 
remembered as the ‘Bloody Sunday Massacre’.
    Following those deaths, the British Embassy, then 
located on Merrion Square Dublin, and a small force of 
Gardaí on duty at the entrance, came under attack for 
three nights. 
    On the third night, the Gardaí and the embassy were 
attacked by an estimated crowd of 50,000. Stones and 
other missiles including petrol bombs were thrown at 
them. 
    Finally, the Gardaí had to step aside when a bomb was 
detonated at the main door. Two Gardaí were injured. 
Thankfully, their injuries were not life threatening. The 
embassy was set alight and destroyed! Shortly after 

the burning of the embassy, the government paid 
compensation to the British. 
    It was universally suspected at the time that a classified 
government decision to mollify the protesters allowed 
the assault and destruction of the embassy to take place. 
No thought or consideration whatsoever was given by 
protesters or indeed government, for the safety of the 
trusting virtuous Gardaí who understood that they were 
there to protect the embassy. The officer in charge on the 
night was Inspector John S. Robinson. 
       
ATTACK ON BRITISH EMBASSY 
In 1981 Chief Supt Robinson was again the officer in 
charge when the new British Embassy on Merrion Road 
came under attack. This assault was provoked by the 
regrettable death of nationalist hunger strikers imprisoned 
in the North of Ireland.
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    As far as we were concerned and with the support of 
intelligence gathered from conversations with other units, 
this was going to be an aggressive protest and a lot larger 
than usual with a little extra pushing and shoving. 
    Maybe many more things than usual were thrown at us 
too and unquestionably, a lot noisier. Finally though, we 
would respond and with demonstrators challenged, they 
would disperse. At least, that was how demonstrations 
at that time usually ended. Not so this time! Our 
expectations were way, way off the mark. 

GARDA HQ TO THE EMBASSY
Later that morning we departed Garda HQ on board a 
number of minibuses and we joined hundreds of other 
officers in the grounds of the Royal Dublin Society (RDS)
showground to the rear of the British Embassy. Over cups 
of coffee and a variety of tasty sandwiches and biscuits, 
we re-acquainted ourselves with colleagues we hadn’t 
seen for, in some cases, many years.
    Several groups of various sizes could be seen gathered 
as they happily reminisced and engaged in succinct 
conversation. Others could be seen sitting on walls and on 
the grass, reading newspapers and some took advantage 
of the waiting to squeeze in a bit of study for forthcoming 
Garda and college exams. 
    It was all nice and pleasant in the 18 degree afternoon 
sun, even normal, and there wasn’t much talk about the 
impending demonstration either.          

ARRIVAL OF COMBAT TROOPS
Apart from a larger than usual Garda presence for a 
public demonstration, there were no other indications 
that this protest might be dangerously different to other 
demonstrations. That all changed though, with the arrival 
of a convoy of army vehicles. 
    We knew that the army were providing a reserve force 

and we presumed that this force would be 
called on to assist if the protest became 
so violent that the Gardaí were in danger 
of being overwhelmed and losing control. 
However, when the troops disembarked their 
trucks, it was immediately noticed that they 
were combat troops, and not equipped for 
public order riot duties. 
    The large Garda presence, supported 
by a company of combat troops finally 
convinced us that this demonstration was 
indeed expected to be, probably dangerously 
different.  
    The soldiers were well equipped, smartly 
turned out and very disciplined. They 
immediately disembarked their trucks and 
formed upand following a short briefing 
by their commanding officer, they briskly 
dispersed and took up defensive positions in 
and around the embassy. There was also a 
small group of armed plain clothes Gardaí on 

duty there.

BRIEFING BY SENIOR OFFICER 
In late afternoon, our senior officer Chief Supt Robinson 
gathered us around for a briefing. Not all members were 
within ear shot of his address and some didn’t realise that 
the briefing was taking place at that time. Most members 
however, did know the briefing was happening and were 
within ear shot of this vital information talk. He was calm 
and articulate during his address, even though what he 
had to tell us was very concerning indeed. 
    We all knew from information received by radio from 
Gardaí and RUC that hundreds of coaches full to capacity 
with pugnacious passengers, crossed the border and 
made their way speedily in convoy to Dublin. 
    Gardaí monitoring the progress of those coaches 
through the state, reported quite a number of them, 
although already full, stopping at various locations on the 
way where many more flag and pole waving protesters 
climbed on board. 
    A number of those coaches pulled in and parked briefly 
in towns on the route where many of their passengers 
walked into hardware shops and helped themselves to 
anything that could be used as a weapon.
    Shovels, spades, pickaxes and all sorts of handles were 
taken and added to the weaponry in their armoury! 
All the while, Garda radios were reporting on the large 
numbers of angry protesters already assembled on St 
Stephen’s Green!                    

VICIOUS, COWARDLY ATTACK 
Coaches were parked all over the north inner city, 
mostly around the Parnell Square area where the noisy 
and somewhat arrogant passengers disembarked. With 
banners and weapons in hand, including their newly-
acquired ones, they made their way on foot to St 
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Stephen’s Green. 
    On the way, a large group of them, without 
provocation, mischievously separated from the main 
group and attacked with stones, flag poles and other 
hand held weapons, a small number of unprepared and 
poorly equipped Gardaí on duty at Leinster House. 
    The Gardaí held their line and their attackers withdrew 
and rejoined the main protest already assembled on St 
Stephens Green. Two Gardaí were injured during the 
attack.
    It was carefully estimated by Garda monitors and the 
media that the protesters numbered close to 15,000 
and they were angry!  “We must be alert and we must 
prepare ourselves for a determined confrontation!” Chief 
Supt Robinson warned. 

‘PROTEST WILL BE VIOLENT’
There was a short pause in his briefing and he shuffled a 
bit while looking curiously at the ground, his index finger 
resting on his lips and he in deep thought. Suddenly he 
raised his head and looked inquisitively at the Gardaí 
gathered attentively around him and he continued his 
briefing.
    “It is now clear that this protest will be violent” he said. 
“The demonstrators are determined and even confident 
that they will achieve their objective, which is the 
destruction of this embassy” the back of his open hand 
gesturing towards the large structure standing majestically 
behind him. 
    “Our duty and our equal determination will be to 
prevent that from happening. We will do that to the best 
of our ability, our battle lines are well and truly drawn.” 
There was another pause, a silence, a hint of something 
unrevealed, as if holding something back and he then told 
us of his final concern! 

THE ARMY WILL TAKE OVER 
“There is just one more thing,” said 
Chief Supt Robinson, “and I ask you 
to listen very carefully”. But before 
he could continue his brief, our 
radios announced the departure of 
the very angry protesters from their 
starting point on St Stephens Green. 
When the radio message ended, Mr 
Robinson resumed his brief, but this 
time, with a definite air of urgency 
and more than a little concern!
    “If the protesters succeed in 
breaking through our lines in large 
threatening numbers and endanger 
us or the embassy,” he said, “and I 
don’t expect that that will happen, 
but if it does, the army will take 
over! In the event that the army 
deem it necessary to open fire, we 

will lie flat on the ground so as not to impede them in 
keeping control by force of arms”.

PROTEST MARCH ENDS HERE        
We exited through the front gate of the embassy on to 
Merrion Road and proceeded to our posts. Behind us, the 
large gates were slammed shut, bolts pushed into position 
and locked. 
    One sizeable party of gardaí formed up outside the 
gate and the remaining 300 or so, accompanied by Chief 
Supt Robinson, made their way to the extensive junction 
of Merrion Road and Simmonscourt Road where the 
demonstrators were to be stopped! 
    I was detailed for duty at the main gate of the 
embassy, but when we exited the complex, a couple of us 
continued walking, in deep catch-up conversation with 
some of our friends who had been assigned to the main 
check point at the Simmonscourt Road junction. 
    We stayed with them until the demonstrators sounded 
like they were just around the corner and we decided it 
was time to head back to our designated post. We said 
our goodbyes, but before we started our walk back to 
the embassy gate, we were ordered by our 2i/c Chief 
Supt Devanne to stay at the Simmonscourt Road, Merrion 
Road junction. We did as ordered and remained with our 
friends and colleagues in anticipation and trepidation.

‘DESTROY THE BRITISH EMBASSY’
As we waited in the relative quiet of the late afternoon, 
(the calm before the storm?) we could hear the muffled 
murmur of the protesters as they made their way along 
the final part of the mile and a half or so route from 
Stephen’s Green to the British Embassy. 
    There was no obvious rhythm in the murmur and the 
sound wasn’t clear either, it was just a noisy drone as they 
continued on their determined march towards our lines. 
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We were also being constantly 
briefed and updated by radio from 
Gardaí strategically located along 
the route. Steadily, the murmur 
grew louder as the demonstrators 
closed on our position, their war 
cry at last very clear! “Destroy the 
British Embassy!” 
    Their large numbers encouraged 
them to be completely confident 
that they would indeed achieve 
their vicious mindless objective. 
They had the numerical advantage 
and the only thing standing in 
their way were the thin blue lines 
of ill-equipped Gardaí. 
    Many Gardaí were from 
rural stations and had little or 
no experience of facing down 
large groups of unruly and 
confrontational people. In fact, 
many of the urban-based Gardaí 
had no experience of organised 
unruly riotous groups either, but 
they were loyal to their responsibilities and willing. And 
they would stand their thunderous dangerous ground.     
    The demonstrators didn’t expect that the Garda 
numbers they were about to face, relative to their 
numbers, would be robust enough to stop them. They 
didn’t expect that the army or the few armed plain clothes 
Gardaí on duty at the embassy would open fire on them 
either if they succeeded in over-running the Garda lines! 
    Confidently, they continued their relentless power-
walk towards their first obstacle, the reinforced Garda 
checkpoint!       

SUPPORTED BY TWO LARGE CHAINS
When the protestors came into view, our normal every 
day conversation ended. Those with large shields 
deployed to the front line and those with small shields 
and with none, quickly settled into position around and 
behind them right across the 30-plus yard expanse of the 
Merrion Road and Simmonscourt Road junction. 
    In support of us were two lines of galvanised crowd 
control crash barriers. Each line was made up of separate 
lengths of 4ft high x 7ft long fencing, joined together and 
forming a buffer right across the junction. At both ends 
of each 7ft long fencing, another was attached diagonally 
linking the two lines and creating one length of box-
shaped metal fencing. 
    Both lines of fencing were intertwined, secured and 
strengthened by large chains anchored at each end 
around huge city street lamp posts and the railings of the 
RDS. The diagonal pieces and the chains made the barrier 
very difficult to overturn and that pleased the Gardaí 
standing behind them no end. Later on though, it became 

a hindrance to the defenders.
    Before the attack on our position began, a small 
deputation was allowed behind our lines to meet with 
Chief Supt Robinson. He advised the deputation that 
they would not be allowed to enter the embassy and 
deliver their letter of protest. He also warned that the 
demonstration would not be permitted beyond our 
lines. The dejected deputation rejoined their protesting 
colleagues. 

TSUNAMI COMING AT US
Behind the security of the metal fencing, we watched 
intently the raucous angry mob coming at us, their 
speed increasing rapidly as they neared us step by step. 
It was like a tsunami, (noise and all) coming at us in slow 
motion. Zulu Dawn came to mind. 
    The deputation was at that point, clear of our lines 
and the demonstrators were nearly upon us making close 
contact imminent!   On the outside we were calm, but 
stern - and on the inside, we were very concerned indeed 
as we waited for the inevitable clash between the good 
and the not so good.
    Quietly and calmly we stood our ground, controlling 
the junction end to end and in a very uneven nine or ten 
deep. Across the metal fencing, we faced an extremely 
hostile 15.000 protesters who outnumbered us by a ratio 
of fifty to one! They were wall to wall too, but they were 
hundreds deep, as far as the eye could see! Collision was 
imminent, impossible to prevent!

GARDA DEFENSIVE EQUIPMENT
The quality of our personal protection/defensive 
equipment was poor, not up to the job! Was it all 
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that was available at the time of 
purchase? Or was it the cheapest 
on the market? Or were the 
political masters, in particular, the 
Department of Justice, simply not 
willing to finance the purchase of 
good quality appropriate protective 
equipment for the Gardaí? I can’t 
conclusively answer any of those 
questions but, without conspiring 
with others to answer this 
conundrum, I think we all know who 
was to blame! 
    I do know though that our 
truncheons (The Garda’s principal 
tool of defence) were short and 
skinny and made from cheap light-
weight soft wood; very inadequate 
indeed. They were certainly not 
much of a threat to those who 
would wish us harm and on this 
volatile and seriously threatening 
occasion, we had absolutely no 
confidence in them as a weapon of 
defence.
    The inadequacy of our equipment, caused the defence 
of ourselves and the embassy to be a little more difficult 
than it should have been. Our main defence though, 
wasn’t impinged in any way. This unshakeable main 
defence, was the patriotic loyalty which compels all 
Gardaí to remain stubbornly resolute in the performance 
of their duty. On this day, their duty was to defend 
and protect themselves and the British Embassy and to 
disconnect the temporary hold the violent demonstrators 
had on Merrion Road and finally, to disperse them and 
this they did, admirably and with great aplomb.   

MERCILESS BOMBARDMENT 
At 4pm, the demonstrators arrived within throwing 
distance of our lines, and without delay or ceremony, they 
promptly launched into the most persistent, determined 
and merciless bombardment ever inflicted on An Garda 
Síochána.
    At that precise moment in time, reality finally sank in, 
that this demonstration was indeed going to be vicious 
and determined and we braced ourselves for battle 
against a pertinacious horde of unhappy protesters. They 
were noisy too; piercing, loud and unintelligible; and 
could be heard as far away as O’Connell Street. 
    This was not at all like anything we had witnessed in 
the past. We knew they were on the way and we knew 
they were angry, but in spite of that, we were shocked 
and completely taken aback by the magnitude and the 
speed and ferocity of the attack.
    The protesters didn’t just arrive at our checkpoint 
and throw a couple of items at us willy-nilly and thus 

begin the attack on our lines. No. It was a planned 
and synchronised attack. The assault began when the 
protesters in a cascade of aggressive verbalism and 
without hesitation or regard for the lines of Gardaí 
standing before them, launched thousands of objects into 
the air simultaneously. 
    It was like an airdrop as stones, bricks, and large pieces 
of wood, even golf balls and many other items fell from 
the sky. There was so much stuff landing on us, that it 
was impossible to avoid being hit. Unfortunately, some 
were badly injured and were unable to continue on the 
line with their embattled colleagues!

MAJOR HALF-HOUR ASSAULT 
The assault continued unabated for what felt like hours 
but was really closer to a long drawn-out alarming half 
hour or so. Many injured members were helped away 
from the zone, while other injured officers struggled 
through the rubble on their own, away from the ferocious 
confrontation as missiles continued to land on and around 
them. 
    Seeing so many of our colleagues injured, only 
succeeded in fuelling our determination to hold the line 
and meet out some form of retribution on our brutal 
aggressors when that time came and we knew that it 
would. 
    As the attackers pushed on with their bombardment, 
Chief Supt Robinson struggled with a serious leg injury 
and was being encouraged to leave the theatre of battle-
and it was a battle; but he monotonously refused to 
abandon his fellow officers. 
    With a company of combat troops in the background 

LOOK BACK
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and the Gardaí on Merrion Road under severe undefined 
danger, this mix was the most serious threat to our 
democracy since World War II and Chief Supt Robinson 
knew that. We were conscious of this danger too! 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
From the opening salve of the attack, Chief Supt 
Robinson stood tall, prominent and obvious on the front 
line; shoulder to shoulder with his colleagues. He was a 
salient target and attracted a huge amount of direct and 
concentrated targeting. During a couple of unnerving 
situations, his raised voice could be heard encouraging us. 
    “Hold the line lads” he would shout and we would 
regroup. All the while the officers on the front line were 
being constantly poked and hit by thugs wielding long 
poles that could reach across the double lines of crash 
barriers.
    Eventually, our brave and highly respected commanding 
officer had to be helped away from the conflict site to one 
of the many waiting ambulances and taken to hospital.               

HOME OWNERS TERRORISED
Our attackers were being systematically re-supplied with 
all kinds of objects passed along their lines to those within 
throwing distance of us-and we were constantly trying 
to avoid being hit, not always succeeding, I might add. 
When their projectiles began to run out, they dismantled 
beautiful red bricked ornamental front lawn and garden 
walls and lobbed large bits of those walls at us, including 
many full-sized bricks. 
    When that supply was exhausted, the same vandals 
broke into houses close to our position, ransacked them 
and terrorised the owners. This development disturbed us 
hugely, especially, because we could see it happening and 
we were unable to intervene. All the while, the protesters 
on the front line were continuing to shake and pull at 
the dividing crash barriers and they were making a lot of 
progress.           
    From the crammed veranda of the closest house to 
us, a large number of housebreaking protesters threw 
everything they could find in the house at us. Golf-balls 
and sticks, knives, forks, pots, pans and hair dryers landed 
on and around us, even an iron with lead attached landed 
on my shoulder, closely followed by the ironing board. 
    A couple of children’s bikes landed amongst us too and 
lots more. Others pushed cars out of driveways, including 
a beautiful sports car and they tried to set them alight. 
Their failed plan was to set them on fire and push them 
into our lines.

RIOTERS’ MISSION IN TATTERS
At the RDS side of our checkpoint, protesters attempted 
to drive a lorry at the crash barrier and at us. This also 
failed because a number of members (I think they were 
traffic department officers) at great risk to themselves 
hurriedly climbed over the barrier, scattering the thugs 

closest to the truck. In fright, the cowardly miscreants 
abandoned their weapons which included a couple of 
pick-axes. 
    The Gardaí pulled the driver out of the cab, turned the 
engine off and took possession of the ignition key. They 
then punctured the tyres with the axes and broke the 
windows, thus disabling the truck. The officers climbed 
back over the barriers and the battle continued. 
    A very short time later, the protesters finally succeeded 
in collapsing our crash barriers-and sensing victory, they 
moved ‘en masse’ towards the new gap intending to cross 
into our lines and complete their senseless mission, but 
we got there first. 
    With vigour, bordering on obsession, we poured 
through the gap instead, and our adversaries fled, their 
mission in tatters, they didn’t stop until they reached the 
safety of their coaches parked all over the north inner 
city. They hadn’t an easy run though. We caught up with 
many of them and made that journey as difficult for them 
as we could.
    The Merrion Road Riot had well and truly ended and 
without fatalities, Thank God. We returned to the RDS 
grounds and remained there until midnight when we 
were stood down.

LEADERSHIP AND COURAGE
Chief Supt John S. Robinson from Cloghan in Co Offaly, 
never fully recovered from his injuries. Unfortunately, 
those injuries led to his early retirement in 1985. Sadly in 
May 2008, at the age of 83, he passed away.
    His heroic leadership and courage were never properly 
acknowledged by the state. He and his 500 fellow 
officers held the line despite being overwhelmingly out-
numbered. 
    Together, they stood up to anarchy and defended our 
constitution and the authority of An Garda Síochána. All 
500 members on the frontline were injured, over 230 
received medical treatment, including more than 120 
being hospitalised, while the remainder, including myself, 
licked our wounds and went home. 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAID
In praise of the then Minister for Justice Mr Jim Mitchell 
TD, the historian J.J. Lee noted:  “A striking sureness of 
touch in handling an ugly situation.”  

In response to Mr Lee’s praise of the Minister ‘The Irish 
Times’ wrote:  
“But Joe Lee’s economy of words passed over the 
contribution of the Gardaí who manned the bhearna 
bhaoil – a crucial turning point in modern Irish history” 

“There will be allegations of overreaction but the Gardaí 
did their duty, which was to protect the Embassy; and 
in discharging that necessary duty, they suffered severe 
casualties. They must have public support”.
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Pictured at the training programme in the Skylon Hotel 
in April were: (Back Row l-r): Frank Fitzpatrick, GSRMA 
Dublin North; Matt Givens, GSRMA Central Committee; 
and Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President. (Front Row l-r): 
Cormac Ryan, Garda Employee Assistance Officer; Cian 
Healy and Maoilisia Kelly, ALONE; and Paschal Feeney 
GSRMA General Secretary.

BRANCHING OUT TO CARE 
FOR MORE MEMBERS 

The Central Committee plans to roll out the ‘Panel of Friends’ programme on a nationwide 
basis, following its success in Dublin North Branch over the last two years. The name 
change of the service to Cara Craoibh (A Friend in the Branch) will be officially launched by 
the Garda Commissioner at the ADM in June, writes GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave.

Over the past two 
years the Dublin 

North Branch has run 
a pilot programme 
entitled ‘Panel of 
Friends’ to provide 
support, assistance and 
friendship to members 
who feel lonely, sad or 
traumatised by events 
beyond their control. 
    During that time the 
branch has discovered 
that the service is very much needed and appreciated 
by members, in providing support during times of 
bereavement, illness, isolation, financial difficulties and 
relationship problems. 
    So, when Central Committee (CC) was drawing up 
our five-year Strategic Plan (2016-2021), this initiative 
was included in its caring programme goal, to make it 
available to all branches to implement in their respective 
areas.
    The management board realised that some training 
and information was needed before this initiative could 
be rolled out nationally, so we decided to hold a one-day 
seminar in April.
    The CC issued a request for the branches to nominate 
two volunteer members to attend this seminar. We were 
overwhelmed by the response from our branches, and 
decided to hold the event over a two-day period (24-25 
April) to cater for the huge numbers who turned up.
    The training programme in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel 
in Drumcondra included presentations from Frank 
Fitzpatrick, who outlined the experience in the Dublin 
North Branch, and Employee Assistance Officer Cormac 
Ryan who outlined the role of the Employee Assistance 
Service. Meanwhile, Maoiliosa Kelly and Cian Healy from 
Alone (an organisation that provides support to older 
people in their homes) were the keynote speakers. 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
The Alone presenters covered such areas as referral 
process, active listening, boundaries, health and safety 

and befriending. They also covered volunteer qualities 
and responsibilities, committed, reliable, compassionate 
and responsible and the key skills and attributes needed. 
Their training was geared towards issues affecting retired 
GSRMA members. The day ended with a Q&A panel that 
covered any material not included during the training.
    The name ‘Panel of Friends’ was previously used by An 
Garda Síochána and, therefore, to avoid any confusion 
the Central Committee decided to change the name to 
GSRMA Cara Craoibh, which translates as ‘a friend in the 
branch’, which is more appropriate.
    The response to the training/information was very 
positive with all in attendance complimenting the 
orgarnisers and presenters on their professionalism and 
the smooth running of event. Since then we have received 
many positive comments and all concerned appreciates its 
importance. 
    Thanks to all of the volunteers for their assistance and 
we wish them every success as they continue to assist 
those of us who are suffering loneliness and isolation for 
whatever reason. 
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Current members of the Cork Garda Male Voice Choir.

recruit from the force and steadily 
maintained an average of 30/35 
voices. 
    Our first ‘overseas’ concert was 
arranged on Valentia Island by Kerry’s 
greatest footballer Mick O’Connell, 
who had strong connections 
with one of our choir members – 
Detective Garda Jas Murphy – who 
captained the Kerry team to win the 
1953 All-Ireland Senior Football title.   
    Our first real overseas tour was 
to Miami Florida for St Patrick’s Day 
Parade in 1983, when travelling 
to foreign parades was then it its 
infancy. We had 35 bodies plus a 
number of WAGS on the three-week 
USA tour. Joining us on the tour was 
the then Cork City Lord Mayor, Hugh 
Coveney. 
    The tour was purely funded by ourselves and at 
no stage in 
our 40-year 
existence were 
we subsidised 
by the State. I 
well remember a 
Chief Supt Paddy 
Power in Cork ER 
warning me not 
to ask for time-
off from duty 
for rehearsals 
because of budget 
constraints. 
In fairness, he 
supported us very 
well, while St 
Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union has always 
been good to us 
for 40 years.
    We recorded 
and released a 
tape entitled 
‘Songs Out Of 
The Blue’ with 
Pat Killeen as Musical Director in the late 1980s. That 
was recorded in St Finbarr’s Cathedral, Cork. A CD in 
conjunction with Willcolane Singers was recorded on the 
Honan Chapel in the old Marymount Hospice, Cork, with 
Anne Dunphy as our Musical Director. Anne stayed with 
the choir for 15 years.  

CHANGING RECRUITMENT POLICY
Eventually our numbers dwindled and our policy of 

recruiting from the force had to change. We first tried 
to recruit from relations of choir members but that was 
not sufficient and we then had to recruit a few civilians. 
To-day, we have an active membership of 25-30 and 
continue to perform at various venues and functions all 
over Ireland.
    Our current Musical Director is Ms Marjorie Moran, a 
highly qualified lady with drive and enthusiasm that has 
to be seen to be believed.  Marjorie and Tom Doyle as 
accompanist make a great team and our future is in good 
hands.
    After 40 years associated with the choir, I have vivid 
memories of some exciting incidents which occurred both 
on and off the stage: (i) A colleague was standing on 
stage in Ennistymon ready to sing a duet but his partner 
had an incident back stage and failed to turn-up for his 
part. 
    The No. 1 singer performed to two microphones to a 
loud applause; (ii) Returning on a bus in the early hours 
after a performance up country, the driver was a choir 
member who was one of the only lads sober on board. 
    The power-steering failed but the bus regular driver 
solved the problem by replenishing power-steering oil 
with self-produced liquid which got us home safely; (iii) A 
lorry load of pint bottles of Guinness being delivered to 
a hotel in Miami by a police escort from an ex-pat who 
heard of our distress for lack of Irish Guinness.
    Reflecting back over 40 years of association with the 
Cork Garda Male Voice Choir stirs fond and also sad 
memories of occasions when we performed on tour and 
sang funerals of murdered colleagues. Where have all the 
40 years gone!!!                

The author wishes to acknowledge the encouragement 
and expertise of their musical directors including Mary 
O’Callaghan, Pat Killeen, Anne Dunphy, Mary O’Brien and 
Marjorie Moran.

Mick O’Connell is pictured with Jas 
Murphy, Kerry Football Captain (1953).

CORK GARDA MALE VOICE CHOIR
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LAOIS CIVIC RECEPTION 

CIVIC RECEPTION FOR 
GOLD SCOTT MEDAL 

RECIPIENTS
Laois County Council held a Civic 
Reception for the recipients of the Gold 
Scott Medal in April, following the official 
presentation last December to these retired 
members together with our murdered 
colleague Garda Michael Clerkin for their 
bravery on the night of 16 October 1976.

It took 42 long years for the Irish State to finally 
acknowledge the heroic actions of the most recent 

recipients of the Gold Scott Medals for Bravery – a delay 
which is and was inexcusable.
    For many years the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ 
Association (GSRMA) has endeavoured to put this right 
and at long last those efforts and the efforts of others 
have paid off. In the absence of an acknowledgement by 
the State and indeed by An Garda Síochána, the GSRMA 
made a decision to award the Liddy Medal to each of 
these recent recipients. Looking back now, it was an 
excellent decision made by the Executive Members and 
the GSRMA at that time.
    And it’s good to see that Laois County Council did not 
wait 42 years to acknowledge the actions of those serving 
Gardaí back in 1976. On Thursday 26 April, the council 
held a very special Civic Reception to acknowledge and 
honour those retired members of An Garda Síochána, 
and also to posthumously award the late Garda Michael 
Clerkin. 
    Present on the night as special guests were retired Sgt 
Jim Cannon and members of his family, retired Detective 
Garda Ben Thornton and his family, retired Garda 
Gerry Bohan and his family, Peter Clerkin and his sister 
representing the family of the late Garda Michael Clerkin.
    Sadly absent on the night, due to continued ill health, 
was retired Detective Garda Tom Peters. Everyone in the 
GSRMA both in the Laois Branch and across the GSRMA 
network would like to wish Tom and his family well. 

THE FATEFUL NIGHT
In his executive address on the night, Cllr Pádraig Fleming, 
Chairman of Laois County Council, said that it was a great 

honour for him as Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council 
to accord a Civic Reception to Detective Thomas F. Peters, 
Detective Garda Ben Thornton, Garda Gerry Bohan, 
Sergeant James Cannon and the Garda Michael Clerkin 
(RIP) in honour of their award of Gold Scott Medals 
in December 2017. He welcomed all guests with their 
families, friends and colleagues, and stated that regretfully 
Detective Garda Thomas Peters was unable to be with us 
on this occasion.
    On the night of 16 October 1976, Garda Michael 
Clerkin (RIP) Detectives Thomas Peters and Ben Thornton 
together with Sgt James Cannon and Garda Gerry Bohan 
went to a derelict cottage at Garryhinch in Portarlington 
in answer to an anonymous telephone call that armed 
men had gathered there with a view to kidnap and 
murder Oliver J. Flanagan, father of Minister for Justice 
and Equality Charles J. Flanagan. 
    Oliver J. Flanagan at that time was Parliamentary 
Secretary to a member of the then Government. As you 
will recall, this was a particularly difficult time for policing 
on both sides of the border of Ireland. 
    These actions culminated at a time when the 
Emergency Provisions Act of 1976 and the Criminal Law 
(Jurisdiction) Act 1976 were about to be introduced by 
the government. Cllr Fleming added that a search of the 
cottage was planned and Garda Michael Clerkin and his 
colleagues went on that search with a view to confronting 
the gang. 
    Garda Clerkin was first to enter through a window 
and as he opened the front door to allow his colleagues 
in a bomb exploded killing him instantly and grievously 
wounding his four colleagues. Detective Peters lost his 
sight and suffered severe damage to his hearing.

ACT OF PERSONAL BRAVERY
According to the Cathaoirleach, “a Scott Medal is 
awarded where the action takes the shape of an act of 
personal bravery, performed intelligently in the execution 
of duty at imminent risk to the life of the doer and with 
full previous knowledge of the risk involved”. 
    He continued that the awarding of the medals to these 
recipients was evidence of the proud tradition of bravery 
and selflessness, which exists within An Garda Síochána 
to this day. The men and women of An Garda Síochána 
are there to help when our safety is threatened, thereby 
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Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council Cllr Padraig Fleming presented the following retired members with their 
Certificates of Recognition:

James Cannon Gerry Bohan

Ben Thornton

Peter Clerkin received the 
award on behalf of his brother 

Garda Michael Clerkin (RIP).

allowing us to go about our lawful business and enjoy the 
right to live safely and peacefully within our communities. 
    “On behalf of our community I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank you for this. On behalf of Laois 
County Council I wish to congratulate you on your award, 
and to wish you every good wish for the future,” noted 
Cllr Fleming in his concluding address. 
    Other speakers on the night included John Mulholland, 
Chief Executive of Laois County Council, who was joined 
his council colleagues – Mary Sweeney, John King, John 
Joe Fennelly, Catherine Fitzgerald, Eddie Fitzpatrick; Noel 
Tuohy, Paddy Bracken, William Aird – 
Sean Fleming TD; Brian Stanley TD, and Chief Supt John 
Scanlan, who spoke on behalf of An Garda Síochána.
    GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave wished each and 
every one of the recipients well for the future. He thanked 
all those involved in their efforts to get the Gold Scott 
Medals presented. He referred to the long wait for the 

awards but noted the night was one for celebration and 
he acknowledged the wonderful award by Laois County 
Council. The GSRMA President then wished everyone the 
very best for the future. 

ELABORATE SUBVERSIVE PLOT
Sgt Jim Cannon, who spoke on behalf of all recipients, 
thanked Laois County Council for the honour of this 
wonderful Civic Reception. He recalled that dark night in 
October 1976 and how the Gardaí went to the derelict 
house in Garryhinch. He spoke of the information they 
had received due to an anonymous call and their actions 
that night in advance of entering the house. 
    “It was decided that Garda Michael Clerkin would 
enter through a rear window, and to allow the remainder 
of the search party through the front door. As we all 
know now this was an elaborate plot by subversives to 
lure Gardaí there in the hope of killing as many as possible 



LAOIS CIVIC RECEPTION 

McCARREN

Farnham Road Cavan. 
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on that fateful night. 
    “The tragic outcome was that Michael Clerkin was 
killed instantly by that booby trap bomb, while the rest 
of us were injured by the blast. Tom Peters lost his sight 
that night and his hearing was severely damaged. It was 
regretful that 
Tom was unable 
to attend the 
reception.
    “We wish him 
and his family well. 
Jim spoke of the 
heroic efforts of 
the locals around 
Garryhinch that 
night who had to 
use their hands to 
dig us out of the 
rubble. Was it not 
for their unselfish 
actions, no doubt 
more of us would 
have died that 
night.”
    He thanked 
each and every 
one of them, and 
said it was great 
to see many of 
them present. 
Jim concluded his 
extensive address 
by saying ‘people 
of Laois we love 
you’.  Extensive 
applause rang 
out throughout 
the auditorium in 
recognition of the 
bravery of each 
and every one of 
these man.  
    This was 
followed by the 
reading of the 
Certificate of 
Recognition by 
Carmel McNicholl 
who acted 
as MC of the 
proceedings. The 
Cathaoirleach 
then presented 
each with that 
Certificate of 
Recognition and a 

gift. Ben Thornton accepted the presentation on behalf of 
Tom Peters. 
    This concluded formal proceedings, and a large number 
of retired members enjoyed the refreshments, which were 
subsequently served.
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Under this proposal 30 years of contributions/credits 
would qualify a person for a full State Pension with 

minimum (one-third of the maximum) being paid where 
the person had 10 years contributions increasing by one-
thirtieth for each year in excess of 10 (i.e. someone with 
12 years contributions would get 12/30th of full rate; 
someone with 15 years contributions would get half-rate; 
someone with 20 years contributions would get two-
thirds, etc.

(See Appendix 1 - extract from of the National 
Pensions Framework Document published 9 
December 2009 – pages 21 & 22).  
In recent weeks following heightened controversy in the 
media in regard to persons who have taken time out 
of the workforce for child rearing purposes resulted in 
the Minister announcing that a new approach based 
on 40 year contributions for full rate pension would be 
introduced in 2019 and that a new system of homemaker 
credits would be introduced to replace the current 
homemaker disregards in place since 1994. 

On 28 February 2018 the Government launched ‘A 
Roadmap For Pension Reform 2018-2022’.  
This document follows the lines of the Minister’s recent 
announcement and is based on a 40 year model instead 
of 30 years. 
    This means that full pension will be paid on the basis 
of 40 years of contributions; minimum pension will be 
payable where the person has 10 years contributions. 
Increases of one-fortieth of full rate would be payable for 
each additional year’s contributions.  (See Appendix 2 – 
extract from Roadmap 2018-2022 document 
Appendix 1 (http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/
nationalpensionsframework_en.pdf )

Appendix 2 (http://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/
pdf/PensionsRoadmap.pdf )

PENSION CALCULATION

CHANGES TO PENSION 
CALCULATION 

PROCESS
The National Pensions Framework Document 2010, which was published on 9 December 
2009, proposed a ‘Total Contributions Approach’ to replace the current averaging system, 
which means that the rate payable would be proportional to the number of paid and 
credited contributions over a person’s working life, writes social welfare consultant Kevin 
Kelly.

ENSURING SUSTAINABILITY AND EQUITY: THE 
‘TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS APPROACH’ 
While it will remain the bedrock of the Irish pension 
system into the future, the State pension contributory 
requires reform if it is to meet the needs of future 
generations of pensioners and deliver on the goals of 
sustainability and equity. 
    To this end, the National Pensions Framework 
(2010) confirmed the intention to introduce a new 
method for calculating entitlement to the State 
pension contributory from 2020. It proposed that the 
current ‘yearly average’ system, be replaced with a ‘Total 
Contributions Approach’ (TCA), which would make the 
level of pension directly proportionate to the number 
of social insurance contributions made by a person 
over his or her working life, with significant pension 
credits granted to people who have taken time out of 
the workplace to perform caring duties. The TCA will 

Kevin Kelly
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PENSION CALCULATION

A ‘Total Contributions Approach’ will be adopted 
to replace the current averaging system. 
The level of pension paid will be directly proportionate 
to the number of social insurance contributions made 
by a person over his or her working life. 
    This will remove the current anomaly whereby 
some people qualify for higher pension payments 
even though they may have fewer contributions (but 
a higher average) than others who do not qualify, 
or qualify for a lower pension, due to the average 
contribution test. In introducing such a system, the 
Government considers it appropriate to have regard 
to the potential that people now have to accumulate 
contributions as a result of the comprehensive nature 
of social insurance coverage which has been in place 
for 20 years, and the growth in the labour force over 
that period. 
    Accordingly, a total contributions requirement 
of 30 years contributions for a maximum pension 
will be introduced. As outlined above, from 6 April 
2012, a person will be required to have paid 520 
contributions in order to qualify for State Pension 
(Contributory). Under the new ‘Total Contributions 
Approach’, this is the level at which the minimum rate 
of State Pension (Contributory) will be payable (i.e. 
10/30ths – or one third – of the maximum rate). A 
person will accumulate 1/30th of a pension for each 
[additional]sic  year of contributions up to a maximum 
of 30/30ths.    
    Research for the Green Paper, and further analysis 
undertaken since, has shown that the gaps in social 
insurance coverage which existed in the past are still 
apparent in the insurance records of those qualifying 
for pension today. The introduction of the total 
contributions approach at this stage would, as a 
result, see a reduction in the levels at which pensions 
are paid.  
    Accordingly, the Government has decided that 
implementation of this measure will not take place 
until 2020 when the social insurance reforms 
undertaken from 1974 will be evident in the records 
of those who will then be reaching pension age. The 
existing “average contributions regime will continue 
for persons reaching state pension age prior to 2020. 

eliminate the anomalies inherent in the current averaging 
system whereby a person can qualify for a full pension 
based on a small number of years payments (currently 
as little as 10 years contributions required) provided they 
have no gaps in their record whereas a person with more 
than 10 years contributions, but with a significant gap in 
their record, might be paid a reduced rate. 
    The arguments for implementing the TCA are strong 
as it is a more logical and transparent system, where the 

individual’s lifetime contribution will more closely match 
the benefit received. The TCA particularly encourages 
sustainability (by more directly rewarding people for 
working), and it offers a clearer path to adequacy for 
those who wish to increase their entitlements. 
    Towards this end, and subject to finalisation of the 
scheme design following a public consultation process, 
it is intended that the TCA will offer a full State 
pension to all people with a full record of 40 
years social insurance contributions with pro-rata 
payments for people with less than 40 years of 
contributions. 
    People who have to take time out of the workforce 
to take up caring duties will be eligible to accumulate 
up to 20 years credits towards meeting the full 40 year 
contribution record. Similarly, unemployed people and 
others with an entitlement will, as now, be able to get 
credited contributions provided that they have a minimum 
number of paid contributions. 
    Within these broad parameters and informed by 
the recently published ‘Actuarial Review of the Social 
Insurance Fund2’ the Government commits to; 
(i) Bring forward a detailed proposal for the design of 
a TCA system and begin a public consultation on that 
design in Q2 2018. In addition to setting out the scheme 
parameters this design will also detail the costings and the 
impact on social insurance funding necessary to introduce 
the TCA model. 
(ii) Finalise the TCA design by Q4 2018. 
(iii) Bring forward the necessary legislation by Q1 2019 to 
implement the TCA by Q3 2020. 
(iv) Offer existing post 2012 pensioners on reduced rates 
the option of a pension review based on the TCA model 
to take effect from March 2018, with payments from Q1 
2019. Reform of the State Pension 9. This calculation can 
include up to 20 years of a new home-caring credit for 
periods spent in homemaking/caring roles.

State Pension (Contributory) Rates (based on current 
rates):
(Note that there are currently six rate bands)

Average number of 
contributions

Pension rate payable 
(personal rate only) from 

30/03/2018

48 or more €243.30

40 – 47 €238.50

30 – 39 €218.70

20 – 29 €207.10

15 – 19 €158.50

10 – 14 €97.20
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Effect of the changes over the current system on the 
rates payable post 2020. 
For the purpose of this exercise I am using three examples 
only and applying them to the current system, the 
proposed 30-year model and the 40-year model, which I 
assume will most likely be the one implemented. 
    Under the current averaging system, the average is 
determined by counting the number of years from the 
year in which the first social insurance contribution was 
paid (irrespective of the class of contribution paid) up to 
the end of the year before the year in which the person 
qualifies for the pension (i.e. someone due to reach 
pension age in 2019 the cut-off is December 2018); ditto 
for someone due to reach pension age in 2023 (the cut 
off will be December 2022). The number of years tends to 
be in the region of 49, which becomes 
the divisor for averaging purposes.

Example 1: someone with 624 
contributions/49 years = average 12.7 
(rounded to 13) placing them in the 10-14 band and 
confers entitlement to €97.20 per week; 

12/30th of max rate €243.30 = 97.30
15/30th  “    “       “     €243.30 = 121.65
20/30th  “   “       “     €243.30 = 162.20

12/40th of €243.30 = 73.00
15/40th of €243.30 = 91.25
20/40th of €243.30 = 121.65

Example 2: someone with 780 contributions/49 = 15.9 
(16) placing them in the 15-19 band (€158.50)
Example 3: someone with 104/49 = 21.2 (21) placing 
them in the 20-29 band (€207.10).

The 30-year model would have had a modest effect 
whereas the 40-year model will result in substantial 
reductions and will have the following effect on the 
rates payable:

By contrast 624 contributions equates to 12 years; 780 
equates to 15 years and 1,040 equates to 20 years under 
the new system  irrespective of whether you use the 30 

or 40-year model…but

N.B. These changes will not affect any pensions 
already in payment.

Centre of English Studies (CES) 
was founded in 1979 and is a family run year-

round English language school based 
on Dame Street.

CES are looking for host families to look 
after our students that are based within an 

easy commute of the city centre.

 In 2018 CES pay €165 per student per week

Contact: 01 6714233 
or 

Email: confirm@ces-schools.com

www.ces-schools.com
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As a retired policeman, I can tell 
you that there have been many 

occasions when I have scratched my 
own head, whilst trying to figure out 
how some prison sentences were 
decided upon or arrived at by the 
presiding judge. 
    There is also some concern about 
the use or abuse of the free legal 
aid system and the cost to the tax 
payer for providing this service. The 
Minister for Justice has recently been 
quoted as saying that free legal aid 
is rigorously means tested and is only 
provided on merit. 
I suspect that there are many who 
would dispute that assertion.
    The other issue of concern is the 
number of previous convictions 
that some offenders have that 
don’t appear to be taken into 
consideration when deciding the 
appropriate punishment. Giving 
offenders the opportunity to mend 
their ways and turn their lives around 
is all very well, but how far does that stretch?
    If someone comes before the court having crossed a 
line and it can be determined that this action was out of 
character for the person, then certainly, that should be 
taken into account. Maybe that person made one mistake 
because of the circumstances they found themselves in at 
the time.
    Where it can be shown that the offence in question 
is completely out of character for that individual and the 
likelihood of that person offending again is remote, then 
certainly the judge should be taking that on board. 

RESERVING 
JUDGEMENT ON 

PRISON SENTENCING
There are many discussions taking place currently about the sentences being handed out by 
the judiciary in this country. Recent cases seem to have awakened a curiosity in the general 
public about the criteria used by judges to assist them in reaching their decisions to award 
certain prison sentences, writes Trevor Laffan, Cork City Branch.

A judge must take certain guidelines into account when imposing a sentence.

STRING OF PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS 
However, when a defendant stands before a judge with a 
string of previous convictions as long as his arm, then surely 
it should be time to consider a more serious punishment.    
    If a criminal is hell bent on pursuing a life of crime and 
repeatedly comes before the court, then is it not time 
to suggest that maybe the guy is not going to reinvent 
himself? 
    Many defendants over the years have claimed that they 
had committed their offence because they were addicted 

PRISON SENTENCES 
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to alcohol or drugs at the 
time. Then swear they have 
turned their lives around 
and have seen the light. 
    They have become 
model citizens, apologise 
profoundly for the error 
of their ways and promise 
never to darken the doors 
of a courthouse again. For 
a lot of these characters, 
that new leaf lasts until 
they leave the confines of 
the courthouse. As soon 
as they head out the door, 
they have a tendency to 
revert to type. 
    That happens largely 
because these guys just see 
the whole thing as a game. 
They pillage and plunder, 
play cat and mouse with 
the police, get caught every 
now and then and promise 
the judge they’ll be good. 
    Then when the first 
opportunity presents itself, 
off they go again. That is 
evidenced by the fact that 
so many of these criminals 
are repeat offenders with a 
long list of convictions. 
    So, at what point do you 
say that enough is enough? 
Is there ever a point where 
these guys should get 
no more chances, can 
no longer qualify for free 
legal aid and get no more 
opportunities to offer the same old excuses?

CERTAIN GUIDELINES 
There are certain guidelines that a judge must take 
into account when imposing a sentence. The overall 
consideration is that the sentence must be in proportion 
to the seriousness of the offence. In other words, it 
wouldn’t make sense to give someone life behind bars for 
stealing a bottle of wine from the local supermarket. Fair 
enough.
    The judge must also consider potential mitigating 
factors such as whether there was a guilty plea. This is 
important too in so far as a guilty plea can save the victim 
from the stress of having to go through the ordeal of a 
trial and having to give evidence which can be daunting. 
It can also save a lot of money as trials can be expensive 
affairs.

    They must also take 
into account whether 
the accused co-
operated with gardaí; 
whether they expressed 
regret; whether they 
are a person of good 
character; and the 
personal circumstances 
of the accused such 
as age, health, family 
circumstances etc. The 
impact of the offence 
on the victim must 
also be considered, 
as well as potential 
aggravating factors 
such as violent 
behaviour or abuse 
of a position of trust 
and if the accused has 
previous convictions.
    It is then a delicate 
balancing act to try and 
achieve the appropriate 
sentence on the basis 
of this information. The 
judge has the discretion 
to impose concurrent 
or consecutive 
sentences if the 
accused is convicted of 
more than one offence. 
A concurrent sentence 
will usually apply where 
the offences formed 
part of the same event 
or course of conduct.

VICTIMS’ LIVES FOREVER CHANGED
While all that makes perfect sense when you see it written 
down on paper, the way it transfers into actual reality in a 
courtroom setting can often leave many of us perplexed.
    For example, there are career criminals using high-
powered stolen cars to travel the length and breadth of 
the country to break into rural farmhouses and family 
homes. These homes are very often occupied by older 
people who are now living in fear. 
    Habitual criminals are abusing the system because 
they have little fear of it. They know that even if they do 
get caught, the odds are still in their favour, so the risk is 
worth the reward. 
    In the meantime, the lives of the victims have been 
changed forever and they are afraid to go to bed. That’s 
not right and it’s about time that the fear was put back 
where it belongs, with the bad guys.

PRISON SENTENCES 

However, when a defendant stands before a 
judge with a string of previous convictions as 
long as his arm, then surely it should be time to 
consider a more serious punishment. If a criminal 
is hell bent on pursuing a life of crime and 
repeatedly comes before the court, then is it not 
time to suggest that maybe the guy is not going 
to reinvent himself? 

“

“

Síocháin   87



You may already be a blood donor, or giving blood 
may be something you always wanted to do. Did 

you know there is also an extra special gift you can 
give, to help save or improve the lives of Irish patients? 
    The Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS) needs 
new platelet donors (a very special group of people 
who make a huge contribution to supporting Irish 
healthcare). 

What are platelets? 
Platelets are a component of blood, essential to 
stop bruising and bleeding. Over 20,000 platelet 
transfusions are needed every year in Ireland. And 
we need every blood group every single day. Many of 
Ireland’s patients rely on platelets, so it is important 
supplies are constantly replenished.

Who needs platelets? 
Platelets are needed every day for the treatment of 
patients with cancer, leukaemia, premature babies, 
major surgery, burns patients, accident victims who 
have had extensive injury and new born babies.

How are platelets collected? 
The donation process is quite simple and takes 
from 60 to 90 minutes depending on the individual 
donation. Your blood is passed through a cell 
separator where it is separated into the different 
components. The platelets are removed and collected 
into a bag, while the remaining components are 
returned to your body. This is known as the process of 
apheresis.  
    Platelets have the shortest shelf life of all blood 
components, lasting only five to seven days. This 
means we have a constant need for platelet donors 
to ensure we meet the needs of these patients. As 
donors keep their red cells during the apheresis 
process, it is possible to donate every four weeks. 

JOIN THE PLATELET 
PANEL

TO HELP PATIENTS FIGHT CANCER
With over 20,000 platelet transfusions needed every year in the country, the Irish Blood 
Transfusion Service (IBTS) thanks all Gardaí who have applied to see if they were suitable to 
be a platelet donor to date, and continues to look for new donors to join the panel. So, if 
you’re interested visit www.giveblood.ie or contact the service directly.

IRISH BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE

What’s involved in being a platelet donor? 
The platelet clinic is run on an appointment basis. You’re 
normally asked to donate up to five times a year and to 
make another appointment before you leave the clinic. 
    Donations take place both at the National Blood Centre, 
James’s Street, Dublin 8, and at the Munster Regional 
Transfusion Centre, St Finbarr’s Hospital, Douglas Road, 
Cork. During the donation process you can watch television, 
read or just relax.

Recruitment Campaign
In December 2017 a recruitment campaign was launched 
with An Garda Síochána and so far it has been a huge 
success. At present we have recruited Gardaí from the 
following stations:

Dublin: Phoenix Park, Harcourt Street, Store Street, Pearse 
Street and Blanchardstown.
Tipperary: Templemore.
Cork: Anglesea Street, Mayfield, Tougher and 
Gurranabrathar.

Thank you to all the Gardaí who have applied to see if they 
were suitable platelet donors to date. We’re still looking for 
new donors, so if you’re interested visit www.giveblood.
ie or contact us in Dublin on 01-4322833 or Cork on 021-
4807429.
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NEW SECURITY 
ALARM FOR PEACE 

OF MIND
A new care clip alarm has been designed by Tunstall Emergency Response to enhance 
independence and security for older people both at home and abroad, which also includes 
GPS tracking, fall detection and an alert button with 24-hour monitoring.

TUNSTALL EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

The new innovative care clip has been 
designed with a modern outlook 

in mind for the wearer, which can be 
clipped to the clothing or worn on a 
lanyard around the neck. Extra features 
include GPS tracking, fall detection, 
an alert button with effective 24-hour 
monitoring through Tunstall’s direct 
two-way voice communication. 
    Family members also have access to 
the clip, via an app, to view its location 
if required. It is also has a discreet 
pendant that can be worn while the 
care clip is charging when the person is 
showering or bathing.
    As the world’s leading provider 
of tele-healthcare solutions, Tunstall 
Emergency Response operates in over 
30 countries providing pivotal support 
to older people and those with long-
term conditions to live independently, 
by effectively managing their health and 
well-being.
    Tunstall also supplies a huge range 
of telecare equipment, such as personal 
alarms, epilepsy sensors and GPS 
locaters, in addition to bed-sensing 
alarms.

If you are living alone or have an illness or disability you may benefit from a Lifeline Alarm 
from Tunstall Emergency Response which allows you to call for help from anywhere in your 
home, at any time. In addition to the Lifeline Alarm we provide additional alarms and sensors 
which offer extra safety and peace of mind.  

The alarms are linked to our monitoring centre.  When an alert is raised by any piece of 
equipment in your home our operators will be notified immediately. They will assess the situation 
and will contact your family or carer to check on you if necessary. If your nominated person is not 
available, or if your situation is more serious, the centre staff will contact the emergency services.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE DEVICES MENTIONED ABOVE, OR ANY OTHER 
QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE TELECARE SUPPORT TEAM ON 1850 247999  OR 
VISIT WWW.TUNSTALLEMERGENCYRESPONSE.IE

We also provide stand-alone devices giving telecare support outside the home, for 
people who lead active lives.  These mobile and watch devices have 2-way calling, 
emergency buttons, in-built GPS and can raise out of safety zone alarms. 

●  Environmental sensors monitoring for smoke, carbon monoxide, temperature 
extremes and flooding.

● Fall detectors to alert if you fall down.
●  Pendant and bogus caller alarms so you can call for  help when you are anxious.
●  Door entry/exit sensors for people who are inclined to wander.
●  Medication dispensers to remind you to take your medicine.

THE DEVICES AVAILABLE INCLUDE:

237278_1C_TUNSTALL_JR_SC.indd   1 09/11/2015   11:57
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ARE YOU FEELING 
DIZZY OR 

UNSTEADY?
Do you suffer from dizziness, vertigo and loss of balance? Well, the good news is that 
diagnosis and treatment options have become more effective over the past few years, such 
as the Audiology Clinic which provides assessment, diagnosis and management of this 
condition. So, there is hope for many who once thought there may be no relief.

AUDIOLOGY CLINIC

Statistics from the National Institute of Health (USA) 
indicate that dizziness will occur in 70% of the 

population at some time in their lives. Dizziness, vertigo or 
loss of balance, either acute or chronic, is only a symptom 
and not a diagnosis. It may limit a person’s daily life.
    Balance disorders fall into two categories. The first 
is dizziness, vertigo or motion intolerance, which may 
occur in attacks lasting from seconds to several hours. 
This condition may worsen or be caused by rapid head 
movements, turning around too quickly or walking.
    The second is persistent sense of unsteadiness or 
imbalance. Many people believe that the loss of balance 
and unsteadiness are a natural result of ageing. In fact, 
fear of falling is the number one health concern of 
individuals in their later years.

BALANCE AND HEARING 
The inner ear is the primary organ responsible for 
balance and hearing. When there is abnormal increase or 

decrease in the signal being sent to the brain from any 
of the balance organs, the brain will perceive this as an 
exaggeration or hallucination of motion. This results in 
what we commonly experience as dizziness or vertigo.
    Dizziness or imbalance can be caused by infection, 
disease, head trauma or the natural ageing process, 
which causes changes in the balance organs in the inner 
ear. Although symptoms may last for several days, if left 
improperly diagnosed or treated, it may linger for years. 

EFFECTIVE TREATMENT OPTIONS
The good news is that diagnosis and treatment options 
have become more effective over the past few years. 
According to Johns Hopkins Research University (USA) 
85% of all forms of dizziness and imbalance can be 
helped following a proper 
diagnosis.
    The Audiology Clinic 
provides assessment, diagnosis 
and management of dizziness, 
vertigo and balance. So, there 
is hope for many who once 
thought there may be no relief. 
    All patients at the Audiology 
Clinic attend audiological 
scientist, Dr Deepak Kumar, 
who specialises in hearing, 
tinnitus and balance. 
    Deepak graduated in Audiology from University of 
Mysore in India. He then completed higher audiological 
training at the prestigious Institute of Laryngology and 
Otology, University College London, where he obtained a 
Masters’ Degree in Audiological Science and achieved a 
distinction. 
    He then completed a Doctorate in Audiology from A.T. 
Still University, Arizona, USA. Deepak has been working at 
the Royal Victoria Eye & Ear Hospital in a senior position 
since 2004.
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GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 

6 

   
06 0

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES 

 
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity 
was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present 
title. 
The objectives of the Association are 
 

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members; 

(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose 

 

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, 
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations. 
 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations). 

b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 

c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com). 

d) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Tax Consultant. 

e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Job Consultant. 

f) Access to Association members’ deals.          

g) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members. 

h) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws  

i) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws. 

j) Web Users Draw each quarter. 

k) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times. 

l) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events 

m) Participation in all social events including holiday outings, coffee mornings, etc. 

n) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level 

o) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members  

p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products  

q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement. 

 
WHO MAY JOIN: 
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions. 
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.  
 
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
 
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association  
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street 
Dublin 8        
Tel:     (01) 4781525 
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com 
Website: www.gardaretired.com      GSRMA House follow us on 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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BERNARD A (BERNIE) 

KEATING 
Roscrea Road, 
Templemore, 

Co. Tipperary

Birthplace: 
Kilnamona, Co. Clare
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13605M
Retired: 8 June 1991
Date of Death: 
20 June 2017

Bernie Keating was born in Kilnamona, 
Co. Clare. He joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1958 and trained in the Garda Depot in 
the Phoenix Park. 
     His first posting was to Ballinasloe, Co. 
Galway in January 1959 where he spent 
just over a year until he and many others 
were sent on border duty in April 1960. 
     His station was Swanlinbar until 
transferred back to Templemore Station 
in February 1962. In February 1964 he 
took up a position in the Garda College, 
Templemore where he remained until his 

retirement in June 1991.
     Bernie loved nothing more than 
tending his Falabella ponies, was an 
outdoor man with a great love of nature. 
He was an active member of the GRA until 
his retirement and then the GRSMA and 
had attended the conference just a week 
prior to his death. 
     He is sadly missed by his wife, family 
and many friends.

May he Rest in Peace

BERNARD (BENNIE) REILLY
Glasnevin North, Dublin 11

Birthplace: Rooskey 
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Sergeant 
Reg. No. 13159H
Retired: October 1994
Date of Death: 
22 January 2017

Bernard (Bennie) Reilly was born on 
7 December 1934 in Rooskey, Co. 
Roscommon. He joined An Garda 
Síochána on 12 December 1956. Having 
completed his training in the Phoenix Park 
he was posted to Carrickmacross.   From 
there he transferred on border duty to 
Shantonagh and to Glangevlin in 1960.
     In May 1963 Bennie came to Finglas, 
Dublin where he remained until his 
promotion to Sergeant in 1969. He was 
appointed to the Bridewell and Mountjoy 
Garda Station in February 1969 where 
he served until his retirement in October 
1994. 
     Bennie spoke fondly of his time in An 
Garda Síochána and the great friends he 
made during his career and it was with 
great pride that Bennie watched his son 
graduate from Templemore in 2008.
     Bennie met his wife Kathleen (née 
Keavey) in Dublin. They married there and 
had three children, Brian, Anne-Marie and 
Derek. Bennie loved his family and his 
home. We, his family, are grateful that he 
got to meet and love his daughters-in-law 
Kumiko and Sinéad and son-in-law Aidan 
and especially his five grandchildren Laura, 
Maeve, Caoimhe, Ben and Séan.
     Bennie was a great lover of sports 

and had a passion for rugby.   He 
enjoyed watching many games. Being 
a Roscommon man, it was no surprise 
that he had a great love for Roscommon 
football.
     After much persuasion from his Dublin 
born children, Bennie eventually gave in 
and became a Dublin football supporter 
too.   However his real sporting thirst was 
for golf. 
     He was a member of Forrest Little 
Golf Club for many, many years and 
often played there three times a week. 
Such was his love for golf that even while 
wheelchair bound Bennie visited the 
driving range with his family to practice his 
shots.
     Sadly, his later years were plagued with 
ill health. Thankfully he was able to keep 
living in his own home, which we know 
meant everything to him.
     We, his family, together with his 
brother Gerry and his sisters Teresa, 
Monica and Nancy would like to thank all 
who attended Bennie’s funeral, especially 
retired and serving members of An Garda 
Síochána. We also want to thank those 
who provided escort duty on the day.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.



Christopher Joseph (Christy) McNamee 
was born in 1930 to James and Margaret 
McNamee, of Summerbank, Oldcastle, 
Co.Meath.  Known as Christy, he was one 
of three sons.  He enjoyed the usual early 
life of an upbringing on a small-holding in 
rural Ireland of the day, helping his parents 
with the normal farming chores.  
     He built up many childhood friends in 
Oldcastle and, despite living in Monaghan 
for most of his adult life, remained in 
contact with them throughout his life. On 
the completion of his education, Christy 
worked for a time supporting his father on 
their farm before working locally with the 
forestry.
     His friend, Mick Devon, was keen 
to join the Garda Síochána and asked, 
by way of moral support, that Christy 
accompany him to take the entrance test 
at the Phoenix Park depot in 1953. Christy 
was accepted, Mick was unsuccessful, 
but their friendship remained solid. On 
completion of recruit training at Garda 
Depot in Dublin, Christy was transferred to 
Monaghan, later moving to Clontibret in 
1954. 
     His serving colleague in Clontibret at 
that time, was the late Detective Garda 
Jim Sheehan, whose son, Garry (a student 
Garda), was killed on duty at Derrada 
Woods, Ballinamore, in December 1983. 
While stationed in Clontibret Christy met 
his future wife, Mary Elizabeth (Betty) 
McDonnell, then a nursing sister at the 
Sanatorium in Monaghan. Stories are told 
of his peddling madly on his bicycle from 
Clontibret into Monaghan in early days 
of their courtship as well as his use of 
the same mode of transport to go to the 
‘pictures’ in Armagh city.
     He was transferred back to Monaghan 
as a Garda detective in 1956. Christy 
played a major role in the investigation 
of serious crime throughout the Cavan/
Monaghan division and gave evidence 
in the prosecution of many defendants 
down through the years. Within the Garda 
Síochána Christy took a keen interest in 
the welfare of colleagues and was at the 
forefront in getting improvements for 
all guards in their terms and conditions. 
Following his retirement he continued in 
this endeavour with his active involvement 
with the retired members association 
(GSRMA) locally for over 25 years and 

was a frequent contributor at their annual 
conferences. 
     He was at the forefront in lobbying to 
have the pensionability of allowances apply 
to all retired gardai, but sadly this battle 
is still to be won. He kept in contact with 
many retired colleagues with whom he had 
the privilege of working in the Monaghan 
district over the years.   
     Christy and Betty married in 1957 
and with the arrival of their first child, 
Margaret, in 1958 started a family of 
eight children, Margaret, twins Christine 
and Jim, twins Patrick and Gary, Carmel, 
Elizabeth and finally Shane. He lived 
the remainder of his life in Monaghan, 
initially in Tully before moving to Connolly 
Park, (Devin Reilly Terrace) where he lived 
happily thereafter until three years ago 
when ill health took it toll.  
     As well as serving diligently in his 
various roles within the Force, Christy 
also served his local community through 
his involvement with fundraising for 2nd 
Monaghan Scout troop,  through bingo 
and whist drives. He also helped with his 
local Vincent de Paul association and with 
meals on wheels. He was very well known 
and was a person many locals trusted and 
confided in at times of difficulty in their 
own lives. 
     Despite spending the majority of his life 
in Monaghan, Christy remained a loyal son 
of Meath.  He followed their GAA exploits 
throughout his life and was never happier 
than watching them play and dissecting 
their performance with his many friends. 
     He loved to regale on Meath’s exploits 
against their neighbouring county, Cavan. 
Of course his friends in Monaghan often 
reminded him that Meath’s best chance of 
winning a future All Ireland was to join up 
with Cavan!  He subscribed to the Meath 
Chronicle right into his later years ensuring 
that he was in contact with all the local 
happenings and sporting exploits of his 
native county and parish.
     Christy retired from the Garda Síochána 
in 1987 continued in a sleuthing role, 
taking occasional commissions from 
insurance companies keen to use his 
investigative skills.  He cared for his wife 
Betty at home before her move into 
Drumbear Lodge Nursing Home in her 
later years.  He, himself, also moved to the 
Drumbear Lodge and remained there 

CHRISTY McNAMEE
9 Devin Reilly Terrace, 
Monaghan

Birthplace: Summerbank, 
Co. Meath
Rank: Detective Garda 
Reg. No.: 10319E
Retired: 1987
Date of Death: 
26 February 2018
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DAN O’SHEA
Ballinwillan
Mitchelstown, 
Co. Cork

Birthplace: Cahersiveen, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 14252B
Retired: 1993
Date of Death: 
3 February 2018

Daniel O’Shea, known as Dan, was born 
on 24 November 1936 to parents Daniel 
and Mary (nee Sheehan) in Cahersiveen, 
Co. Kerry. Dan was one of seven brothers 
and two sisters whose parents owned 
a small farm and a grocery shop on 
Newmarket Street in Cahersiveen.
     Having completed his education at the 
Christian Brothers in Cahersiveen, Dan 
worked on the family’s farm and briefly 
with CIE before joining An Garda Siochana 
in 1960. As a trainee Garda in the Depot, 
Dan regularly played football and won a 
medal for a tug of war game.
     Having passed out from the Depot in 
the Phoenix Park Dublin, Dan was firstly 
stationed in Cobh Co. Cork from 1960-
1963. He was then transferred to Passage 
West where he served from 1963-1966 
and finally to Mitchelstown Co. Cork 
where he was based for the remainder of 
his career until retiring in 1993.
     Whstle serving as a Garda in 
Mitchelstown for 26 years, Dan built a 
reputation for community policing and 
became well-known among the locals as 
‘The Garda on the town’. 
     His friendly but fair approach won 
him the respect of the community and 

was highlighted as being one of his key 
contributions while serving as a Garda 
when he retired in 1993. In his 33 years of 
service Dan had only been sick one day - 
itself a marvellous achievement.
     Following his retirement, Dan continued 
to enjoy a daily swim in the local river 
which he had done for many years 
regardless of the weather. 
     Despite having lived away from Kerry 
for many years, he remained an avid GAA 
Kerry supporter and was always very proud 
that his brother Jerome, who himself had 
also lived in Mitchelstown in the early 60s 
was an All-Ireland Kerry medal winner.
     Dan passed away on 3 February 
2018, aged 81 following a brief illness. 
He is survived by his wife Kathleen (Kay) 
(née Quinlan), sons Donal, Seamus and 
daughter Louise and brothers Jerome, Ted, 
Brendan, and sisters Bríd (O’Neill) and Pat 
(Buckley) and the late Michael, John and 
Padraig O’Shea.
     Dan will most certainly be remembered 
by all who knew him as being a down-to- 
earth and kind-hearted individual.

May he Rest in Peace

until he passed away on the 26.2.2018, 
surrounded by his surviving children and 
some of his grand-children.  He was pre-
deceased by his daughter Elizabeth in 
infancy, his son Patrick, 2010, and wife 
Betty in 2015. 
     Although a resident in Drumbear 
Lodge Nursing Home, Christy attended a 
number of retirement functions of serving 
colleagues as he saw it as his duty to show 
‘solidarity’ with the serving colleagues. 
He never complained and was a very 
popular resident with both staff and fellow 
residents in the nursing home. 
     Christy was laid to rest in the stoney 
grey soil of Monaghan, on Wednesday, 28 
February 2018, as Storm Emma began to 

hit the county with the heaviest snowfall 
for forty years resulting in lockdown of 
the whole county for the succeeding three 
days. A turnout of over 50 retired and 
serving colleagues performed a final Guard 
of Honour for a late colleague whom all 
agree was a true gentlemen.           
     The McNamee family wish to take this 
opportunity to thank serving and retired 
colleagues who continued their friendship 
with their father after his retirement, to the 
many colleagues, friends and neighbours 
who attended at the family home, the 
funeral service in Monaghan Cathedral and 
later at his interment in the local cemetery.

May he Rest in Peace



JOHN MCCARTHY
Clonminch Road
Tullamore, 
Co. Offaly

Birthplace: Asketon, 
Co. Limerick
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 10969
Retired: 1986
Date of Death: 
28 February 2018

We lost our good friend, John, on 28 
February 2018 when he passed away 
peacefully at the Hermitage Hospital, 
Dublin at the age of 84 years. John was 
always a proud Limerick man and never 
forgot his native Askeaton . His older 
brother Paddy is also a retired member of 
An Garda Síochána, living in Mullingar.
     John completed all his Garda service in 
the Laois/Offaly Division. His first station 
was Clonbologue, Co. Offaly and he then 
moved to Cloghan on his marriage to his 
wife Kathleen, a native of Ballynulty, Co. 
Tipperary. The McCarthy family arrived 
in TuIlamore in 1964 when John was 
transferred there. John and Kathleen 
raised a large family of ten - Patricia, 
Bernadette, Marie, Sean, Gerard, Joseph, 
Thomas, Brenda, Catrina, and Adrian.
     Unfortunately two of the boys, Sean 
and Joseph, died prematurely in the last 
few years, events which were hard on 
John and the rest of the family.
     John was gifted with a wonderful 
voice and at many a social function he 
lit up the place with his rendering of his 
favourite song ‘My Home at the Foot of 

Sleive Bloom’.
     He was a vocalist with the Ballinamere 
Ceili Band for a number of years. In 
1980, in a memorable night at the Gaiety 
Theatre in Dublin, in the final of an All 
Ireland Garda Talent Contest he brought 
the house down with his rendering of the 
song ‘Good Bye’. He came a close second 
in the competition even though many 
people felt he should have won. 
     On his retirement John did not sit 
down and his first venture in private life 
was to set up a taxi business and later 
into a bus transport business. For the last 
few years he had been in ill health and 
even though often in pain he never lost 
his smile and had a word for everyone.   
     His wife Kathleen and his family wish 
to thank all his friends who attended 
at his funeral services and who sent 
messages of sympathy. A special word 
of thanks to the retired members who 
provided a Guard of Honour after his 

funeral Mass.

Ar Dheis De go raibh a anam Dilis.

Des was born on 24 June 1937, one 
of four siblings. He joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1958 and having completed 
his training in The Phoenix Park was 
allocated to Cavan GS in 1959. 
     He later served in Finea GS and was 
promoted to Sgt in 1967 and transferred 
to Corrinshigagh GS, Co Monaghan. Des 
returned to Finea in 1970 and transferred 
back to Cavan in 1975 where he served 
until his retirement in May 1994.
     A keen fisherman, gardener and golfer 
Des enjoyed engaging in all of these 

activities. However, his happiest days 
were those spent in the company of his 
wife, three sons and six grandchildren.
     Des’s wife Ann and family, sincerely 
thank all of his friends, neighbours and 
colleagues, both serving and retired 
who provided support during his short 
illness, attended his funeral and offered 
sympathy which has been a great source 

of consolation.

May he Rest in Peace

MICHAEL D. (DES) FALLON
Drumelis, Cavan

Birthplace: 
Strokestown, 
Co Roscommon
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg No: 13726L
Retired: May 1994
Date of death: 
13 August 2017
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MICHAEL DENIS 
MURPHY 
Clarmont Drive, Dublin

Birthplace: Ballyeightra, 
Dingle, Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 10720D
Retired: 31 May 1984
Date of Death: 
27 December 2017

In 1950 Mick left his home in 
Ballyeightra, Dingle, Co Kerry at the 
age of 17 years when he acquired a 
position in Galway General Post Office. 
On 26 May 1954 he arrived at the Depot 
in the Phoenix Park to commence his 
instructions in the Garda Síochána.
     His first posting on 12 November 1954 
was to Mountjoy Garda Station. He was 
promoted to Sergeant in May 1959 (the 
youngest Sergeant of his era) and he was 
initially posted to Kevin Street Station. 
After six months he was transferred to 
Whitehall where he remained as Staff 
Sergeant for 24 years until his retirement 
on 31 May 1984. 
     In June 1984 he took up the position 
as budget manager in St Raphael’s Garda 
Credit Union. He later became General 
Manager until his retirement at the age of 
65 on 23 May 1998.
     Mick was a gentleman of few words. 
He was kind, gentle, honest, sincere, 
generous, loving and a very caring man, 
husband and father. He left an imprint on 
those he met during his lifetime. He had 
great faith, was a daily mass goer and as 
a minister brought the Eucharist to his 
fellow retirees every Sunday when they 
were incapable of attending church.
     Mick met his wife Kitt Doheny from 
Templemore, Co Tipperary in the National 
Ballroom on 1 March 1955 and they were 
married on 31 March 1959 and lived in 
Clarmont Drive for 59 very happy years.
     They had five children – Gearoid, 
Mairin, Michael, Diarmuid and Feilim. 
He gave them every encouragement to 

pursue their ambitions and was thrilled 
when they achieved their goals. 
     They all got married and added Eithne, 
Ronnie, Anne, Anita M and Anita P and 
then 12 grandchildren to the family and 
they had lots of fun when they returned 
from various parts of the world.
     After his retirement Mick and Kitt 
travelled the world – India, New Zealand, 
Mexico, Borneo, America, Singapore 
and many other exciting places which he 
enjoyed immensely.
     He loved sport, especially GAA, and 
got mighty craic when Kerry played the 
Dublin team with his five Dublin boys 
against him.
     His sudden death (RIP) on 27 
December 2017 has devastated us all 
and he is so sadly missed. The family 
appreciate the many expressions of 
sympathy, those who sent letters, mass 
cards, attended the reposal and funeral 
mass. 
     Special thanks to Father John Delany 
who celebrated the Mass and spent 
so much of his time with the family 
during those very sad days, and to the 
ambulance and fire services, Christy 
Lonergan, retired GSRMA members, and 
Kirwan Funeral Home, for their care of 
Mick, whose guidance was appreciated. 
To those who provided emotional or 
practical help during this time, we thank 
you all.

‘Guam solas na Bhflaitheas ar a anam fior 
uasal.’
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Neil was born in Glasgow, Scotland on 5 
March 1935 to Irish immigrant parents. 
He was one of four children. Sadly, at the 
age of two he lost his sister, father and 
maternal grandfather, leaving a huge void 
in their family.
     When World War II broke out in 
Europe his mother made the tough 
decision to send her three remaining 
children home to Ireland, while she 
remained on in Scotland, to work 
throughout the war years. Neil, his 
grandmother and siblings settled in 
Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, and at 
the end of the war their mother returned 
to Ireland to be with her children.
     Neil attended the Presentation 

Brothers school in Carrick-on-Shannon, 
and continued his education in the local 
Vocational School. He subsequently 
completed a carpentry apprenticeship and 
became a skilled cabinet maker. He took 
great pride in his work and was known to 
be a true perfectionist, a trait he was to 
adhere to throughout his life.
     Neil joined An Garda Síochána on 
19 June 1956 and his first posting was 
to Mallow, Co. Cork, where he spent 
two years. He was then posted to Oulart 
in Co. Wexford, before transferring to 
Ballyconnell in Co. Cavan in 1959. 
In 1962, Neil transferred to the 
neighbouring town of Ballinamore, Co. 
Leitrim, bringing him closer to home and 

NEIL P. BOYLE
Templemore, Co. Tipperary

Birthplace: Glasgow, Scotland
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 13063L
Retired: 20 June 1991

Date of Death: 30 April 2016
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he spent three enjoyable years serving the 
people of Ballinamore and its environs. 
     In 1965, he was transferred to 
Templemore as a full time Self-Defence 
Instructor for An Garda Síochána. It 
was with a heavy heart that he left his 
adopted Leitrim, and would serve for 26 
years in the Depot as it was then known, 
as an instructor in Self-Defence, Fitness, 
Swimming, Advanced Driving and First 
Aid. Throughout his 35 years in An Garda 
Síochána Neil showed a true vocation to 
his career, and had a reputation for being 
a very principled,  dedicated, fair, patient 
and approachable member of the force. 
     He retired in June 1991. On a visit 
to Clery’s Dance Hall in Dublin, one 
November night in 1965, Neil met 
West Cork native Kathleen. Romance 
blossomed and they married in 1969. 
They had four children, Owen and 
Lorraine followed in Neil’s footsteps 
joining An Garda Síochána in April 1992, 
they are currently posted in Charleville 
and the Garda College respectively. 
     Neil’s other two sons – Neal and 
Mark – opted for careers in engineering. 
He was subsequently blessed with 17 
grandchildren whom he greatly adored. 
     In his formative years Neil always 
showed a keen interest in medicine 
and the physiology of the human body. 
Drawing on his immense knowledge he 
developed a method of pain relief and 
successfully treated many people with 
chronic pain conditions. 
     As a very patient and selfless person 
he was always willing to give up his time 
to help anyone in need. He was also an 

accomplished diviner and sourced many 
fresh water wells. 
He was also frequently requested to assist 
in locating bodies of missing persons and 
was successful in this endeavour bringing 
some comfort to the affected families. 
Neil was also a member of the Irish Water 
Safety Association.
     One of Neil’s great passions was 
music, and in particular singing. His 
encyclopaedic knowledge for the air and 
lyrics of songs was only matched by his 
incredible keen ear and ability to create 
harmonies. It was no surprise then that 
one of his first involvements in the local 
community on arriving in Templemore 
was to join the local church choir, of 
which he remained an active and key 
member for almost 50 years. Neil was 
also a life long member of the Pioneer 
Total Abstinence Association.
     In 1998 Neil was diagnosed with early 
stage Parkinson’s disease, he passed away 
peacefully at his home on 30 April 2016. 
     His wife Kathleen, together with 
his children Owen, Lorraine, Neal and 
Mark, son-in-law, daughters-in-law and 
extended family would like to sincerely 
thank all serving and retired members 
of An Garda Síochána, and all who 
attended Neil’s funeral and sent letters of 
sympathy and Mass cards, and also the 
serving members who performed traffic 
duty, escorted the funeral cortege to the 
church and graveyard, and his former 
colleagues who formed a dignified guard 
of honour.

May he Rest in Peace.



PATRICK F. KINAHAN
Elmcastle Court, Kilnamanagh, 
Dublin 24

Birthplace: 
Rosemount, 
Co. Westmeath
Rank: Detective Sergeant
Reg No.: 14731A
Date of Birth: 29 August 1940 
Retired: 6 July 1997 
Date of Death: 28 July 2016

OBITUARIES

Síocháin   113

Pat Kinahan joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1961 and was assigned to the 
Killashandra Station on completion of 
training.  He was later transferred to 
Killane, Co Wexford where he spent 
some happy times.  From there he went 
to Fitzgibbon Street in Dublin and Store 
Street.
     In 1971 he was transferred to the 
Garda Technical Bureau, Phoenix Park.  
In 1981 he was promoted to Detective 
Sergeant and remained in the Bureau 
until his retirement on 6th July 1997.
     Pat had a great love of sports.  He was 
a great supported of the Dublin team 
except when his own Westmeath were 

playing. Pat was a keen gardener. He 
loved meeting up with his old colleagues 
in the Depot.
     In 2006 Pat was diagnosed with 
cancer and fought a brave battle for the 
next ten years until his death in 2016. 
     Pat’s wife Colette and his brothers and 
sisters would like to thank the Oncology 
Unit at Tallaght Hospital and the Staff of 
Our Lady’s Hospice, Harold’s’ Cross (St 
Gabriel’s Unit) for their dedicated care.

Special thanks to all who have been so 
supportive to Colette.

May he Rest in Peace

For over 33 years P.J. was one of the 
most respected and popular immigration 
officers based at Shannon Airport, Co. 
Clare, and was also held in very high 
esteem by the airport staff. 
     P.J. was born on 13 February 1931 
in Slatta near Rooskey, Co. Roscommon 
where he attended the local National 
School and also Carrigeen National 
School. 
     He was the eldest of four children, 
two boys and two girls, born to 
farmers Peter and Bridget McGuire. On 
completing his primary education he was 
awarded a scholarship to Summerhill 
College in Sligo where he completed his 
education. 
     P.J. moved to Dublin in 1950 where 
he secured a position with Pye Ireland in 
Clonskea. While working there he applied 
for and joined An Garda Síochána on 12 
November 1953. 
     Following training he was posted to 
Lisdoonvarna, County Clare where he 
served for just nine months. He was then 
transferred to Shannon which was a fast 
developing town, industrial zone and 
busy international airport. By now the 
airport was serving Europe and North 
America with stopover flights to and from 
Russia, known then as the USSR. 
     So, between passengers and airfreight 
from the expanding industrial zone the 
demands on both the Garda Immigration 

and Customs services were considerably 
increased. In the case of the Immigration 
Service it required an increase in the 
number of immigration officers resulting 
in the training and appointing of P.J. 
along with other members to this 
specialist area.
     This section mainly dealt with visa and 
passport control as well as focussing on 
those who were already refused entry 
to the State, were wanted on warrant 
here or in other jurisdictions. P.J. soon 
developed a reputation as a thorough, 
professional and courteous Immigration 
Officer who went about his work in a 
quiet and efficient manner. 
     On 11 September 1957 P.J. married 
Mary Walsh from the Curragh, County 
Kildare whom he met while working in 
Dublin. They had five children, Peter, 
who also joined An Garda Síochána, now 
retired having served in Cork, Michael, 
twins John and Dermot and Darina. 
     P.J. retired on 28 January 1988 and 
pursued his interests in walking, horse 
racing, the GAA and current affairs. 
He sadly passed away peacefully on 3 
December 2016 surrounded by his loving 
family. He was predeceased by his wife 
Mary who passed on 2 April 2005.
     The family would like to acknowledge 
the continued friendship in retirement of 
his former colleagues in Immigration and 
fellow GSRMA members.

PATRICK JOSEPH (PJ) 
MCGUIRE
40 Greenfields Rosbrien, 
Limerick

Rank: D/Garda 
Reg. No.: 10551A
Retired: 28 January 1988
Date of Death: 
3 December 2016



Friday 13 October 2017 was a sad day 
in Roscommon. On that day one of 
Roscommon’s best loved citizens, Tom 
Roughneen, was called to his eternal 
reward. Roscommon is a growing town 
and there are many ‘blow-ins’. Most of us 
will always be regarded as ‘blow-ins’, but 
Tom Roughneen was, early on, by popular 
consent awarded full citizenship.
     In the year of 1960, he arrived in 
Roscommon town from the Garda Depot. 
I think that in a country station he was 
unique in that he was never moved 
from this station until he retired with full 
service. The citizens of Roscommon had 
adapted him as one of their own, and 
dare any Chief or Commissioner move 
him.
     My own home place is about five 
miles from Tom’s home in Kilcun, Knock, 
Co. Mayo, but pre-1960s we had only 
the bicycles and our path had crossed just 
once or twice. However, when we were 
in Roscommon the boundaries seemed 
to drift closer together, so that we were 
regarded as neighbour’s children.
     I claim to have been a friend of Tom’s, 
but of course I am aware that a great 
many people claim to have been friends 
of his. The extent of Tom’s prestige was 
demonstrated by the throngs of people 
who attended his funeral. The solicitors, 
the teachers and, indeed, all of the 
professional classes were there.
     Gardaí of all ranks past and present 
came to say a final goodbye to an old 
friend. People from the town and villages 
also came. There were also members of 
the travelling community, and crowds of 
people from away out in the countryside, 
for they all knew Mr Roughneen. 
     Looked at superficially it is at first hard 
to understand how it was that Tom stood 
out so much. He never pushed himself 
forward to gain the limelight. He just did 
his ordinary duties well, but Tom was no 
ordinary cop nor was he by any extension 
a ‘courtesy cop’.
     I had seen Tom take down names and 
addresses in his notebook, and at such 
times he could be very stern and was not 
slow to issue summonses either. The thing 
about Tom was that he always listened 
to the other side of the story, and he was 
compassionate. One way or another he 

got to know people and their problems, 
and this was the key to his success as a 
Garda.
     I recall an incident which I think shows 
Tom’s methods. One day when he was off 
duty in civilian attire he spotted two of his 
uniform colleagues in difficulty. 
A local ‘king’ of the travelling community 
had suffered the indignity of being 
ordered out of a pub and now was 
suffering the further indignity of being 
forced to get into the Garda car. Tom 
spoke to the Traveller using his first name, 
and the latter explained to Mr Roughneen 
the great indignity he was suffering while 
the whole town looked on. 
     He was pleased to walk to the Garda 
station with Mr Roughneen, and Tom 
had made a friend for life, not only for 
himself, but also for the local Gardaí.
     On one occasion when I was on duty 
in the patrol car we were given warrants, 
to arrest two brothers, and we picked up 
Tom who was on duty in town, to show 
us where exactly the two men lived. 
Tom remained in the back seat of the 
car, while the driver and I explained 
the purpose of our visit. The smaller of 
the two men began to swing fists in all 
directions, and he was also kicking out 
angrily with both feet. At this stage Tom 
got out of the car and he spoke to the 
bigger of the two men.
     “John, I am surprised to see you 
behaving like this. Just sit into the car 
like a good man.” John looked at his 
brother and said: “You heard what Mr 
Roughneen said”. Without another word 
the two men got peacefully into the 
back seat of the car making sure that Mr 
Roughneen had plenty of space.
     I could go on telling of the deeds of 
unassuming Garda members such as my 
friend Tom. We will all miss his cheerful 
banter and his quick wit. 
     Most of all he will be missed by his 
grieving wife Rita, and his three children 
two of whom will like their father, 
contribute the work of the Gardaí. They, 
and their sister who lives in Roscommon, 
with her children, will shine a light to help 
Rita cope with her great loss.

Compiled by his friend Tom Coen

TOM ROUGHNEEN
Golf Links Road
Roscommon
Birthplace: Kiltimagh, Co. 
Mayo

Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 14177A
Retired: August 1994
Date of Death: 
13 October 2017

OBITUARIES
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Walter J. Dowd joined the Force in 
1946. He was stationed in Ballylinan and 
Ballickmoyler, Co. Leix until 1951 where 
he went on transfer to Balinamult, Co. 
Waterford. 
     In 1951 he was transferred to 
Rathmines, Dublin where he served 
until 1960. He then went on transfer 
to Thurles, Co. Tipperary and brought 
with him what is officially known now 
as the first patrol car introduced to Co. 
Tipperary in that year.  
     In 1963 he was assigned the task of 
introducing the first Radar Speedlimit 
unit to Co. Tipperary which was 
based in Thurles and was operated 
by him throughout the Division for a 
considerable period. 
     In 1965 he was appointed to the 
Detective Branch and was attached to 
the Detective Unit at Thurles where 
he was responsible mainly for the 
forensic examination of scenes of crime 
throughout the Division of Tipperary until 
he retired on 5th September 1980 after 
34 years of service. 
     Walter and Breda lived in the Garda 
houses in Abbey road, Thurles where 
they would raise five children. There 
was a long, good sized garden at the 
back of the house. He loved gardening, 
and for years, Walter grew vegetables, 
maintained a greenhouse and a small 
orchard of apple trees, and kept chickens 
for eggs. 

     In the summer, he fished, often 
triumphantly returning to the house late 
evening with a couple of trout. He loved 
horses, and in the late sixties and early 
seventies, he bought several, which his 
good friend, Willy Bourke, trained. 
     Even though he was not a betting 
man, he continued to follow horse racing 
throughout his life and for a couple of 
years after retirement from the guards in 
1980 Dad worked as part of a security 
team at the Vincent O’Brien staples. 
     He had an amazing interest in the 
earth, expressed by his great gift of green 
fingers and love of the garden but he was 
gifted at music playing the accordian, 
flute, tin whistle and even the spoons. 
     Sport had to be GAA and boxing and 
really all things Galway - and of course 
his Faith.... Our Lady, St Teresa, the Rosary 
and daily and weekend Masses all were a 
part and alive in Walter’s life. 
     Even in retirement when many are 
so welcoming of a break and time out, 
Walter continued his great Christian 
works with his involvement with St 
Vincent De Paul and Meals on Wheels ... 
A man who taught us right from wrong, 
who was warm, compassionate, kind, 
and loving and respected by his extended 
family and friends. He will be greatly 
missed. 

Amen

WALTER J. DOWD
Willowmere Drive
Thurles, Co. Tipperary

Birthplace: New York
Rank: D/Garda 
Reg. No.: 09790L
Retired: 5 September 1980
Date of Death: 
7 February 2018
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• RETIREMENT OF P.G. 
MCLOUGHLIN FROM JOHN’S 
ROAD BRANCH (CIRCA. 1974):

Front Row (l-r): Paddy McLoughlin, Donal 
Finn, PG McLoughlin and Frank Davis.
Second Row (l-r): ….. Kenny, JP 
Reynolds, Tom Daly, Dave Devaney, 
Unknown, John Dooley and Mick Curran.
Third Row (l-r): Dan Kennedy, Charlie 
Tynan (partly covered), Pat Troy, Ollie 
McDwyer, John Fleming, Pat Gralton, 
Benny McCabe and Mick Healy.
 
(Photo courtesy of GSRMA Member 
Michael Healy)

Also pictured at P.G. McLoughlin’s 
retirement party (l-r): Jack Cunniffe, 
Martin O’Shea, Benny McCabe (partly 
covered), Mick Healy and Mossie Walsh.

• THE 1931 WILLIAM STREET 
STATION PARTY IN LIMERICK 

Karen Neary’s Grandfather Jim Neary 
(Reg Number 5807) is pictured in the 
middle row (fifth left to right). (Photo 
courtesy of Karen Neary)
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• RETIREMENT OF CHIEF 
SUPT NED McELWAINE 
IN CASTLEBAR 
(OCTOBER 1968):

Front Row (l-r): Danny Kennelly, 
Kieran Crowe, Pat Touhy and Mick 
Devaney. 
Second Row (l-r): Pat Walsh, 
Bill Lavery, Liam Leonard, Chief 
Supt Ned McElwaine, Supt Mick 
Enright, Insp Dom Murray, Eamon 
O’Boyle, John O’Sullivan
Third Row (l-r): Steve Dunford, 
Jim O’Callaghan, ………., Pat 
Boyle, Martin Conneely, Mick 
Cunningham, Jerry Henry, Joe 
O’Farrell, Maurice Dowling, Noel 
Campbell, Tim Beattie and Tony 
Howley.
Back Row (l-r): Mick 
Shaughnessy, Barry Brennan, John 
Meluin, ……….., Tom Keane, 
Frank Reynolds, Bertie Davoren, 
Vincent McGovern, Joe Gordon, 
Mick McCabe, Brendan ?.

During the visit of Pope John Paul II in 1979, GSRMA Member 
Dun Laoghaire Branch Tom O’Sullivan pictured on the Pope’s left-
hand side, and on right are Jack Lynch and Michael O’Kennedy 
(Parliamentary Secretary) who were in government at the time.

The Garda Boxing Team pictured in London on 9 May 
1967 for The European Police Boxing Championships. 
Tony Ruane won The European Middleweight Police Title and 
Eugene Healy was runner-up in The European Welterweight 
Police Championships. (Photo courtesy of GSRMA Member 
Eugene Healy). Pictured (l-r): Mick Folan, Eugene Reynolds, 
Mick Reid-Trainer/Coach, Tony Ruane, Eugene Healy, with 
John Stack at the front.
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• FIREARMS TRAINING 1986 AT KILBRIDE 
Pictured (l-r): Junr. Walsh, Moses Walsh (Instructor), Joe O’Rourke, 
Liam Hurley, Kevin Woods, Morgan O’Callaghan, Jack O’Connor, 
P.J. Harding (Instructor), Pat McNamara, Eugene Brennan, Mick 
Corduff and in front Mick Leydon and Pat McGee. (Photo courtesy 
of GSRMA Member Eugene Healy)

• FIREARMS TRAINING 1988 
Pictured (l-r): Ben McAvoy, Fergus McCarthy, Moses Walsh 
(Instructor), Joe O’Rourke, Larry Kennedy,Mick Murray, Tom 
Crossan. (Photo courtesy of GSRMA Member Eugene Healy)

Pictured at the confirmation in Rock Chapel in 1950 were 
(l-r): Unknown, Sgt Maxie O’Donohue and Sgt Conway (Photo 
courtesy of GSRMA Member John Sugrue)

Garda Hugh McCabe (on plain clothes duty complete with Plus 
Fours and with his gun at the ready) standing at the entrance 
gate to Beechpark, Rathfarnham (home of the late William 
T Cosgrave – former Taoiseach). A native of Cootehill, Co. 
Cavan, Garda McCabe was born in 1896, joined the Garda 
Síochána on 23 June 1923 and retired in 1959. (Photo courtesy 
of Ann Minnock, daughter of Garda Hugh McCabe)
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• THE SERGEANTS PROMOTION CLASS 1971 IN TEMPLEMORE. 
(Photo courtesy of GSRMA Member George Oliver)

• CIVIL DEFENCE COURSE  
A group of sergeants, who formed part of the Civil Defence Course 
in Ratra House, Phoenix Park (April 1973), pictured with civilian 
instructors and an army officer. (Photo courtesy of GSRMA Member 
George Oliver)

• SOCCER TEAM 1961
The Garda Soccer Team who won the Civil Service Cup in 
Dalymount Park (circa. 1961-62). Back Row (l-r): Denis 
Naughton, Paddy Power, Tom Reeves, Paul Kavanagh, Joe 
Coggins and Chris Godkin; Front Row (l-r): Unknown, Robin 
Nolan, Paddy Coffey (Captain), Unknown and George Oliver. 
Photo Courtesy of GSRMA Member George Oliver.
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Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

Please send your completed 
entries to ‘Summer 2018
Competition’, SÍOCHÁIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 17 August 2018. 

The first correct entry drawn 
bags the €100 prize. Good 
luck to everyone who enters!

ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!
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ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD
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Congratulations to 
Mary Doherty,  Collooney, Co. Sligo.
Winner of the Spring 2018 Crossword

€100 Cheque is in the post!

• Across    

1 Semi-precious stones mean nothing to friends. (5)
4 It’s neither cap nor hat but it goes on ahead without 
covering hair. (7)
8 Is he a horny one at a bachelor party? (4)
9  . . . . .   . . . . . oath is perjury. (5,5)
10 Last outfield player before team’s own goalposts. 
(8)
11 Has full faith in such family financial arrangements. 
(6)
13 A paramedic with Red Cross or St John’s of Malta. 
(5,5)
16 Search carefully through clutter for a grooming 
tool. (4)
17 Fickle fate provides a white cheese from Greece. 
(4)
18 All the people in a constituency who have a vote. 
(10)
20 Galway has a big festival every September in its 
honour. (6)
22 Long periods without rain. (8)
24 Weapons or dives or the causes of many 
accidents involving articulated trucks. (10)
26 River associated with Shakespeare. (4)
27 Short-legged hounds. (7)
28 Requirements. (5)

 
• Down 
  
1 Doing something openly and brazenly. (11)
2 Celestial harpist? (5)
3 Muslim country ruled by a special kind of monarch – 
like Oman or Brunei. (9)
4 Involuntarily closed eyes briefly. (7)
5 Shakespeare’s twelfth play. (5)
6 One who appears on TV between programmes. (9)
7 Chopper that can’t fly? (3)
12 Motown group who sang “My Girl”?  They could 
easily lead one astray! (11)
14 Standard Nazi symbols. (9)
15 Murder weapon for pests! (3,6)
19 Are these greens somewhat bitter but good in 
salads? (7)
21 Cooker that was in almost every kitchen in the old 
days, before gas or electricity. (5)
23 Hearth before gas or electricity. (5)
25 Priest’s vestment weighing a pound? (3)

Solution to Crossword in Spring 2018

 8  1  
 

    

6   9 7  4    
1  3  6   5 2 

3    5     

9 2 5    6 4 7 
    9    5 

8 3   1  5  4 

   5  3 2  6 
     6  3  

 

CROSSWORD



IN THE FRAME

Síocháin   125

GARDA TOUR DE FORCE 
CHARITY CYCLE 2018 Garda 
Tour de Force would like to 
invite members of An Garda 
Síochána and friends to take 
part in this year’s charity cycle 
in aid of Down Syndrome 
Ireland. 

RETIRED MEMBERS OF GARDA TECHNICAL BUREAU GET TOGETHER
Six retired members of Garda Technical Bureau meet up in Claremorris, Co. Mayo 
(l-r): Pat Gavin 14373 (Mapping), Michael Connaughton 13308 (Photo Section), 
Cyril Maguire 13456 (Mapping), Mick Coyne 10201 (Mapping), Maurice Guard 
13613 (Mapping) and Peter O’Connor 14091 (Photo Section).

VICTORY FOR GARDA HURLERS AND DALKEY MITCHELLS 
In the Spring 2018 edition we published this photograph from Murt 
Gleeson in Balllybrack (GSRMA Dun Laoghaire Branch). A number of players 
were then serving Gardaí such as: (back row): Pascal Anders, Mick Hayes (both 
deceased), Paddy Byrne (RIP) and recently deceased Tom Purcell.
     Four members of the team were inter-county players – Jim O’Donnell and Mick 
Hayes (Limerick), Brendan Maher (Offaly) and Jim Doran (Dublin). 
     In the final Dalkey Mitchells defeated Clanc Gael/Fontenoy (who included 
Dublin’s All-Ireland winning footballers Mickey Whelan and Gerry Davey), and 
senior hurlers Eugene Davey (Gerry’s brother Eugene) and Sean Cullen. The final 
score on the day was 4-7 to 2-7.

This year’s event will entail daily 
cycles of approximately 100k 
over a five-day period from 6-12 
September 2018, through the 
countryside of Alsace in France – 
starting in Basel and finishing in 
the historical city of Strasbourg.
Members who wish to partake 
in this cycle are asked to raise 
a minimum of €1,000 in 
sponsorship and pay €750 for 
their expenses, including flights, 
meals and accommodation.
Anyone who is interested should 
contact the Committee at Kevin 
Street Garda Station on 01-
6669437; Adrian Whitelaw on 
086-8281034, Linda Farrell on 
087-7766542, Linda Williams 
on 087-9164017, Mary Timoney 
on 087-9754705, Jimmy Cussen 
on 087-9674741 or Seamus 
O’Donovan on 087-9002145. 
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An Chruinniú
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

We gathered at the bottom
of the wee boreen,
To chew on stalks of grass and rushes
remembering the past.

Talking wistfully of
Fair days and the bog,
Many acres of hay to be turned
and digging ould sod.

Kicking stones with scuffed shoes
and looking at the sky,
We meander in our thoughts
our closeness and our ties.

Memories of the past
spoke with glee and fun,
and stories relayed with 
added punch.

The camaraderie we feel
that stays with us through
A lifetime of tears and 
happiness too.

These days though 
are never repeated, 
but longed for in our minds
a time we created

Awaiting a call back
To the crossroads of our lives,
The silence prevails
Our memories regaled.
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Chitter Chatter
By Michael O’Connor, Sligo / Leitrim Branch

The morning dew sat softly
On the hedges, trees and grass
It glistened as the sunbeams lit
Our way to morning mass
The little birds sang their own tunes
To welcome in the day
Chitter chatter chitter chat
While we went on to pray

We reached the Chapel, entered
Took our seats in hallowed ground
The same seat taken every week
Like our neighbours all around
The old padre went through the mass
we sat, we kneeled, we stood 
then made our way up to receive 
His body and His blood

Refreshed in spirit, feeling pure
We all went out the door
My dad and I would chat and laugh
As we headed home once more
The chitter chatter of the birds
Melodious sounding keys
Were now joined by that summer sound
the haunting drone of bees 

Those were the days I often think
When innocence was mine
Life was simple, life was tough
No point for us to whine
For like today we understood
None listened to our pleas 
They heard chitter chatter chitter chat
Or the drone of worker bees



Shortly after 
9pm on 

26 April 1974, 
an armed raid 
took place at 
Russborough 
House, Co. 
Wicklow. The 
gang of three 
men and one 
woman burst 
into the stately 
home of Sir 
Alfred and Lady 
Clementine 
Beit and 
attacked the 
elderly couple 
who were in 
their drawing 
room listening 
to records. 
Lady Beit was 
led down to 
a cellar and 
tied-up, while 
Sir Alfred was 
pistol whipped, 
causing a head 
wound.
     The female gang member, displaying a knowledge of 
fine art, calmly selected the most valuable paintings. The 
gang then roughly cut 19 paintings from their frames with 
a screwdriver, and made their getaway. 
     The value of the paintings at that time was £8 million. 
Insurance offered £100,000 for their return, but the 
gang demanded the release of IRA prisoners Marion 
and Dolours Price in exchange for five of the paintings. 
They demanded the equivalent of $1.2m to buy arms in 
exchange for the other 14 paintings.
     Glandore in West Cork is a beautiful holiday 
destination and had many rental homes in 1974. Farmer 
Con Hayes had just rented a cottage to a woman who 

gave an English address. 
Local Gardaí – Sergeant 
Pat O’Leary and Garda 
Willie Creedon – were 
on patrol and checking 
holiday homes. 
     They called to Hayes’s 
cottage and spoke to 
the female occupant.  
Pat mentally compared 
the woman at the door 
and the picture of Rose 
Dugdale which was back 
at the station. They left 
the cottage and set in 
motion the follow-up 
action which recovered 
the paintings and 
captured Rose Dugdale. 
     The three most 
valuable paintings were 
in the cottage and the 
remaining 16 were 
found in Con Hayes’ 
Morris Minor which 
Dugdale had borrowed, 
possibly to transport 
the paintings to a new 
location.

     A distant relation of mine, Johnny Cronin from Cill na 
Martra, composed a song about the incident. The song 
infers that the Gardaí received anonymous information 
that an unlicensed bull was being kept in the acre beside 
Hayes’ cottage and that was the reason they went to 
investigate. 
     In West Cork an unlicensed bull was known as a 
‘Sinn Feiner’ or a ‘Scrub Bull’. Local history and the word 
‘license’ didn’t mix well. Johnny’s use of poetic license 
adds a bit of fun to the song.

Pat O’Leary is Cork West Branch Secretary and his 
dedication and attention to detail is instrumental to the 
continuing success of our branch.

ARMED RAID AT 
RUSSBOROUGH HOUSE

The infamous raid of 19 paintings valued at £8 million from Russborough House in County 
Wicklow in April 1974 by a gang demanding the release of IRA prisoners and also funds to 

buy arms was successfully foiled by Gardaí in West Cork. 

Pictured (l-r): Supt Tom Barrett, Sgt Pat O’Leary, D/Garda Jeremiah 
O’Sullivan and Garda William (Billy) Creedon. (Photo courtesy of Pat 
O’Leary, Cork West Branch Secretary)

POETRY CORNER
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The Paintings
By John Mullins, Cork West Branch

Now you heard about those paintings that were taken up near Dublin.
For six long days the whole affair, the Garda Force was troubling.
Every Garda of description and all Tec’s of acclamation,
They were taken for a special course up to a Dublin station.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

They were given all the details and were issued with descriptions.
And from our ports were guaranteed there would be no deflection.
They searched the country up and down from Blessington to Limerick,
And when interviewed they said I suppose they’re still in the republic.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

Ah but down in Cork we had two Guards though not considered cutie.
They were left back in Rosscarberry to attend to routine duty.
Two unassuming officers, light-hearted, gay and airy,
They were Garda Willie Creedon and Sergeant Pat O’Leary.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

Now these Guards got information, but their message could be plainer,
That in Glandore was kept a bull who was a bould sinn feiner.
They went to Hayes’ rented house, a woman came to greet them,
But she said she hadn’t got a bull, for she would never need him.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

Now the Garda nudged the Sarge outside, and the Sergeant said to Creedon,
Sure I know that we’re suspicious but suspicions in our breeding.
Whilst I know the top detectives are now searching coastal waters,
There is something in our woman here, I’d like to try her quarters.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

They searched the house that evening and they found tree wanted paintings 
And the Sergeant said to Creedon, sure this must improve our rating.
They searched around the house outside sure nothing could be finer,
For they found the other sixteen gems in Hayes’ Morris Minor.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

They rang the chief commissioner and they told him of their finding,
The condition of the paintings and where they were in hiding.
They said they caught this woman though scrub bulls they had been after,
And the Sergeant swore upon his soul she was that Dugdale doctor.
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

Now here’s a health to these two Guards, long life and success to them.
They mightn’t be detectives but they surely know their women.
I hope they’ll get promotion and be honoured by our nation.
Sure they might become commissioner, in some kind of coalation (sic).  (Coalition)
Agus geobhaim arís an crúiscín, is bíodh sé lán.

Sin é
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From Sligo to Stringybark
By Michael O’Connor, Sligo/Leitrim Branch

It’s a long, long way
From Sligo town,
To a creek called Stringybark.
In Victoria, Australia,
To hear the singing lark.
I went there once, to see that place
And many tears I shed.
For there in eighteen seventy eight,
Three Policemen were shot dead.
They went there on an outlaw search,
They left from Mansfield Town
But in that place called Stringybark,
Were cruelly shot down.
The first to die was Lonigan
From Sligo he had come,
The next to die was Scanlon
Who felt the outlaws gun.
Then Kennedy, who made a stand
And fought for his dear life,
He finally drew his last breath
No more to see his wife
Just one man would escape that place 
To live and tell the tale,
Of how a man named Kelly,
Brought murder to that dale.
But Kelly he was captured,
He fought, but was brought down.
While wearing body armour,
At a place they call Glenrowan.
They hanged him in Old Melbourne Gaol
Where he gave up his fight,
His last words were reported,
To have been,
 “Such is life”

I stood in Mansfield Graveyard,
The sun shone down on me.
I prayed for Thomas Lonigan,
And Scanlon from Kerry
I prayed for Michael Kennedy
From the county of Westmeath
I mourned once more the loss of life
Great sacrifice indeed
No story’s ever simple
Excuses can be made
But what excuse can justify
Putting three men in their grave
Three men who hailed from Ireland
Now in those graves lie prone
How sad that they are laying there
Far far away from home

© Michael OConnor 2018

POETRY CORNER
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Reg. 
Number

   Status     Name   Station

 

GARDA RETIREMENTS

28728H  Garda    Gavin Ryan  Ballyfermot Garda Station

24409M  Garda    Patrick Connaughton  Tullamore Garda Station

00360C  Garda    Shilia Killalea  Manorhamilton Garda Station

00568A  Garda    Una O’Connor  Security & Intelligence

22694G  Sergeant    Philip Bourke  Ballyfermot Garda Station

21273C  Garda    Patrick Naughton  14 Rushbrook Grove

23710H  Supt    John Keane  GNBCI

21169K  Garda    Sean Twomey  Cobh Garda Station

00110D  Inspector    Mary McGrath  GNECB

21308L  Sergeant    Denis Palmer  Pearse St

22876A  Sergeant    Laurence O’Brien  Anglesea St Garda Station

22868M  Sergeant    Canice O’Gorman  Kilkenny Garda Station

20847G  Sergeant    Denis Woods  NewCastle West Garda Station

24094L  Sergeant    Patrick Flanagan  Gailimh Station

24542K  Sergeant    Philip Rowe  Tallaght Garda Station

22813C  Sergeant    William Horgan  Baltinglass Garda Station

00394H  Garda    Geraldine Ennis  Lucan Station

23337D  Garda    John Burke  Gailimh Station

21720D  Sergeant    John Gormally  Oran Mor Station

24152M  Garda    Thomas O’Connor  Beal Atha An Ghaortha

22050G  Garda    John Keating  Garda College

20579F  Sergeant    John Brennan  Ennis Station

23464H  Garda    Gabriel O’Donoghue  Bray Station

24546A  Garda    Thomas Farrell  Roscommon station

24253E  Sergeant    David Kavanagh  Donnybrook Garda Station

24454F  Garda    David O’Connor  Togher Station

22509F  Supt    Declan Mulcahy  Gailimh Station

25197F  Garda    Alan Coates  Ashbourne Garda Station

00309C  Garda    Denise McMahon  Immigration Airport

24525K  Garda    John Daly   Shankill station

24372H  Garda    Peter McCabe  Immigration

23870H  Sergeant    John Heaslip  LIstowel station

00972E  Garda    Pamela Coss  Balbriggan station

23197E  Sergeant    Raymond Jackman  Documents

24675A  Garda    Thomas Murray  Bridewell DMR

20970H  Garda    Stephen O’Flaherty  Mayorstone

23570K  Garda    Garrett Joy   SDU
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DECEASED RELATIVES
NAME   ADDRESS    RELATIONSHIP   BRANCH  DATE OF DEATH

Patsy Bourke  Thurles, Co Tipperary   Sister of Liam Harkin   Cork   02/03/2018
Colin Herlihy  Toronto, Canada & Ballincollig, Cork Son of Jim Herlihy   Cork City  02/03/2018
       Nephew of David Herlihy  Cork West  02/03/2018
Marian Cahillane  Bundoran, Co Donegal   Wife of Michael Cahillane  Donegal  04/03/2018
Maureen Lawlor  Ard na Veigh, Sligo   Wife of Christopher Lawlor  Sligo  04/03/2018
Mary Gildea  Cloghan, Donegal   Mother in law Tom Fowley  Donegal North 06/03/2018
Catherine (Kitty) Bradley Louisburgh, Co Mayo   Mother of Brendan Bradley  Athlone  06/03/2018
       Mother of Gabriel & Gerard Bradley  
Kathleen Gordon  Raheny, Dublin 5   Mother of Chris Gordon  Dublin South 07/03/2018
Madge FINAN (née Shannon) Tulsk, Roscommon   Mother of John Finan   Sligo  11/03/2018
Mary O’Malley  Achill, Co Mayo   Sister of retired member Denis Gallagher  Castlebar  25/03/2018
       Sister of Garda Padraic Gallagher  Garda HQ  
       Aunt of Michael Conroy  Mullingar  
Joan O’Connor  Athea, Co Limerick   Mother of Tom O’Connor  Limerick (unsure) 25/03/2018
Adele McDwyer  Rathfarnham, Dublin 14  Daughter of Oliver McDwyer  Dublin South 19/09/2017
Lorraine Tallon  Swords, Co Dublin   Wife of Andrew Tallon   Dublin North 27/03/2018
       Mother of serving member Aoibhinn Tallon  
Pat (Patsy) O’Connell  Tarbert, Co Kerry   Brother of Retired Detective Sergeant Sean O’ Connell Cork City  28/03/2018
       Brother of Retired Sergeant Dan O’ Connell Cork City  28/03/2018
Martin Garvey  Wolverhampton, UK   Brother of Pat Garvey,   
       Treasurer Dublin North Branch  Dublin North 16/03/2018
Harry Leddy  Clondalkin, Dublin 22   Brother in law to Gabriel Fallon  Dublin South 03/04/2018
Frances Kennedy (nee Brophy) New Ross, Co Wexford  Wife of John Kennedy   Wexford  07/04/2018
Mary  O’Keeffe  (née Comerford)  Bansha, Tipperary   Mother of Martin O’Keeffe  Clonmel  14/04/2018
Paul O’Driscoll  Rosscarbery, Cork   Brother of Patrick(Noel)O’Driscoll  Cork West  18/04/2018
Patricia Rowsome (née Codd) New Ross, Co Wexford  Wife of Declan Rowsome  Wexford  19/04/2018
Patrick Walsh  Rathfarnham, Dublin 14  Brother Associate Member Tomas Breathnach  Naas  24/04/2018
Peter Fitzpatrick  Claremorris, Co.Mayo   Brother of Oliver Fitzpatrick  Sligo  25/04/2018
Mary Kelly   Tuam, Co. Galway   Mother of John Kelly  Dublin South & CC Member 25/04/2018
       Mother of Peter Kelly   Ballina Branch 25/04/2018
       Mother of Gerry Kelly   Clare Branch 25/04/2018
Bridget O’Brien (née Finnerty) Limerick City , Co Limerick  Mother of Pat O’Brien   Limerick City 30/04/2018
Timothy Considine  Blarney, Cork   Brother of Frank Considine  Killarney  06/05/2018
Kathleen Mullis (née Butler) Ballaghaderreen, Roscommon   Mother of Billy Mullis   Dublin West 07/05/2018
Liam Daly   Ballingarry, Co.Limerick   Brother of Peadar Daly   Clare  08/05/2018
Tom Riordan  Whitechurch, Co. Cork    Brother of John Riordan  Cork City  09/05/2018
Kevin O’Donovan  Dunmanway, Cork   Brother of Michael O’Donovan  Killarney  10/05/2018
Julianna O’Sullivan  Headford, Killarney Co. Kerry  Mother of John O’Sullivan   Clare  13/05/2018
Donal Guiney  Millstreet, Cork   Brother of John Guiney  Cork City  16/05/2018
Winifred Daly  Fairview, Dublin   Sister of Ciaran Daly   Dublin North 17/05/2018
Thomas Connolly  Clancy Strand, Limerick City  Brother of Brendan Connolly  Cork City  21/05/2018

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death
Angela Brennan Leixlip, Co. Kildare Kildare North 07/03/2018
Patricia O’Connor Grace Park Road, Dublin 9 Dublin North 17/03/2018

Brid O’Donnell Ballyshannon, Co.Donegal Donegal South 05/04/2018

Eileen O’Reilly Macroom, Cork Cork West 14/04/2018

DECEASED WIDOWS
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FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH
Rose Coogan CORK 
Daniel Prenty DUBLIN NORTH
Ben Lynch SLIGO
Brendan Cadden DROGHEDA
Kevin Conroy BALLINA
Mary Kenny CORK
Danny Harrington CORK
Seamus Walsh DROGHEDA
Jim Gray DUBLIN NORTH
Owen McGee DUBLIN NORTH
P.L. McGinn DUNDALK
Thomas McWalter DUBLIN SOUTH
Jim Mannion DUBLIN SOUTH
MIchael O’Connell CORK
Joe Prendergast OFFALY
Peter Devine MEATH
Eddie Long DUBLIN NORTH
Eamonn Maher THURLES
Alice Gallagher DUBLIN NORTH
Kevin Ring MEATH
Michael O’Regan ROSCOMMON
Patrick McDonald WEXFORD
Jane Dowd ATHLONE
Carmel Smith SLIGO
Katherine Murphy DUBLIN NORTH
Breda Dowd THURLES

NEW MEMBERS
FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH
Christina Finnerty NENAGH
Mary Sullivan GALWAY
Ann Egan KILDARE NORTH
Monica O’Connor DUNDALK

Marion Gallagher CORK
Mary Gillespie GALWAY
James Mangan LONGFORD
Patrick McDaid DUBLIN SOUTH
Denis Harrington CORK
Kieran Mangan KILLARNEY
Daniel J. Monahan LONGFORD
Tim Twomey CORK
Denis Woods LIMERICK COUNTY
John Roche WEXFORD
Taohg McAuliffe WATERFORD
Mark McGauley CLARE
Martin Cashen PORTLAOISE
Peter Lynch CORK
John Moloney OFFALY
Stephen Lydon DUBLIN WEST
Eleanor O’Kelly CORK
Michael Staunton GALWAY
Noel Mulligan ATHLONE
Eamonn O’Connor CORK
Sylvester Nolan DUBLIN NORTH
Christy Hyland CASTLEBAR

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Michael Bohan Drogheda, Co.Louth 19473B 23/02/2018

John McCarthy Tullamore, Co Offaly 10969L 28/02/2018

Noel Colleran Loughrea, Galway 16055E 07/03/2018

Charlie Gallagher Bangor Erris, Co Mayo 11032K 07/03/2018

John O’Sullivan Fountain, Ennis, Co. Clare 18670H 08/03/2018

Patrick V Greene Corrovorrin Avenue, Ennis, Co. Clare 10912F 10/03/2018

Christopher McGrath Clonmel, Tipperary 10045E 15/03/2018

Anthony (Tony) O’Flynn New Ross, Co Wexford 14313H 20/03/2018

John Ryle Loughrea, Galway 17492M 23/03/2018

Michael O’Keeffe Pallaskenry, Limerick 17351G 26/03/2018

Michael Keon Glenties, Co Donegal 19958C 29/03/2018

Patrick Dixon Clonsilla, Dublin 15 10801D 30/03/2018

John Lohan Bagenalstown, Carlow 12902L 08/04/2018

John (Sham) McCarthy Kilmurray, Co Clare 15606L 10/04/2018

Michael Markey Ballinteer, Dublin 12812M 09/04/2018

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
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Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Michael Bohan Drogheda, Co.Louth 19473B 23/02/2018

John McCarthy Tullamore, Co Offaly 10969L 28/02/2018

Noel Colleran Loughrea, Galway 16055E 07/03/2018

Charlie Gallagher Bangor Erris, Co Mayo 11032K 07/03/2018

John O’Sullivan Fountain, Ennis, Co. Clare 18670H 08/03/2018

Patrick V Greene Corrovorrin Avenue, Ennis, Co. Clare 10912F 10/03/2018

Christopher McGrath Clonmel, Tipperary 10045E 15/03/2018

Anthony (Tony) O’Flynn New Ross, Co Wexford 14313H 20/03/2018

John Ryle Loughrea, Galway 17492M 23/03/2018

Michael O’Keeffe Pallaskenry, Limerick 17351G 26/03/2018

Michael Keon Glenties, Co Donegal 19958C 29/03/2018

Patrick Dixon Clonsilla, Dublin 15 10801D 30/03/2018

John Lohan Bagenalstown, Carlow 12902L 08/04/2018
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THE IRISH REVENUE POLICE 
A short history and genealogical guide
In the period 1832 to 1857 some 3,700 men served 
in the Irish Revenue Police (IRP). In this book, Jim 
Herlihy shows how to find information on these 
policemen, providing an excellent resource for those 
interested in the history of the IRP and the Irish 
Famine period.
     A chapter on the history and origin of the Irish 
Revenue Police and its predecessor forces engaged 
in ‘still-hunting’ is followed by a section in tracing your 
ancestors in the IRP. A complete list of IRP stations 
and Revenue Police Parties and their geographical 
distribution is shown. 
     The rank structure and duties of the IRP is 
enumerated. To demonstrate the richness of the 
sources for constructing IRP biographies a rare case 
history of IRP Lieutenant Matthew Power (1820–84), 
later Chief Constable of Worcester (1861–84) who 
served in the IRP from 1847 to 1854 in included. 
     The complete list includes every man who served 
in the IRP, giving his surname, forename and year of 
enlistment and indicates those, who on disbandment 
of the IRP on 1 October 1857 transferred to 
the (Royal) Irish Constabulary (519), the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police (48), the Londonderry City Police 
(3) or progressed to become Resident Magistrates (3). 
     In the case of those ex-IRP men who joined the 
RIC, their registered numbers are given and whether 
they subsequently were dismissed, resigned, 
pensioned or died during their RIC service. Of those 
496 ex-IRP men who were disbanded and did not 
subsequently join another police service, their name, 
final rank, station and gratuity 
amount is given.
The book is highly recommended

Paperback. 192 pages. 
Illustrated. €24.95. 
Available: April 2018
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/
books/2018/the-irish-revenue-
police/

TRAINING CENTRE STAFF REUNION
It has been proposed that an effort should be made to 
hold a Training Centre Staff Reunion Day at the Garda 
College Templemore for members who worked in the 
centre before the changeover to the present system 
of training. It is envisaged that it would be held on a 
Saturday. Accommodation and a meal will be provided. 
     The purpose of this notice is for the committee 
to find out the level of interest in attending same. 
If interested please contact Barry Feeney on 086 
2333216 or any member of the GSRMA Templemore 
Branch.

SUMMER EVENTS IN IRELAND (check 
online for event details)

June
Doolin Folk Festival: 15-17 June – Co. Clare
Sea Sessions: 22-24 June – Co. Donegal
SeaFest: 29 June to 1 July – Co. Galway
 
July
Groove Festival: 7-8 July – Co. Wicklow
Ballina Salmon Festival: 8-15 July – Co. Mayo
Earagail Arts Festival: 11-29 July – Co. Donegal
Galway International Arts Festival: 
16-29 July – Co. Galway
Knockanstockan: 28-29 July – Co. Wicklow

August
All Together Now: 3-4 August – Co. Waterford
Beatyard: 4-5 August – Dun Laoghaire Co. Dublin
Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann: 12-19 August – Co. Louth
Lights Fest Dublin: 18 August – Co. Dublin

September
National Ploughing Championships: 18-20 September 
– Co. Offaly
Clonakilty Guitar Festival: 19-23 September – Co. Cork

October
Seamus Grant Weekend: 12-14 October – Co. Donegal

Enjoying the opening day were Ladies Captain Carmel Kearns, 
President John Fleming and Men’s Captain Oliver Meyler.

WESTMANSTOWN BOWLS CLUB
The bowling green at Westmanstown Bowling 
Club is now open for the new season. Bowling 
is a great sport for all ages. Located at the 
Westmanstown Sports Centre in Clonsilla, Dublin 
15, Westmanstown Bowling Club has over 130 
members and is always keen to welcome new 
members. For further information visit 
www.westmanstownbowls.ie
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