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SCOTT MEDAL PRESENTATION 
IS LONG OVERDUE 

The State rightfully and finally awarded Scott Gold Medals to the Gardaí involved in the 
shoot-out with paramilitaries in October 1976, but GSRMA General Secretary Paschal 
Feeney says the medals should have been presented shortly after the tragedy and not 42 
years later.

Much is said about heroes, and over the past number 
of days with the ‘Beast from the East meeting Storm 

Emma’ over Ireland we have borne the brunt of severe 
adverse weather not usually associated with the island of 
Ireland. 
     Indeed many untold stories as yet unknown shall be 
revealed over the next days and weeks of the gallant and 
heroic efforts made by many not only in public service life 
but of ordinary citizens going above and beyond the call 
to assist where possible either their trapped neighbours 
or to get that sick child or adult to hospital or to urgent 
medical care. Let’s hope all of those citizens are given the 
due recognition and reward which they so richly deserve. 
     In October 1976, a party of Gardaí went to a vacant 
house in Garryhinch, near Portarlington, Co. Laois to 
answer an anonymous tip off that there was a plot afoot 
to murder the then Parliamentary Secretary, Mr Oliver J. 
Flanagan TD for Laois/Offaly. 
     The Garda party despatched to Garryhinch went 
there, as it was their duty to respond, as the overriding 
fundamental principle of any police officer, no matter 
where in the world you are, is to preserve life. 
     The culture of members of An Garda Síochána (be 
it in 1976 or 2018) is to respond to such calls, as to do 
otherwise would be a gross neglect of duty. As we all 
know on that fateful night Garda Michael Clerkin paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for this State, and in so doing lost his 
life. 
     Murdered in the line of duty, no other words or 
dancing around it can attempt to show it otherwise. 
Other members of that party were seriously injured, and 
have carried the scars of those injuries, together with 
the trauma of that event for the past 42 years. They 
are Detective Garda Tom Peters, Sergeant Jim Cannon, 
Detective Garda Ben Thornton and Garda Gerry Bohan. 
     At an awards ceremony in Garda College Templemore 
in early December 2017 the State finally decided to 
rightfully make the award of Scott Gold Medals to all 
recipients. The award to Garda Michael Clerkin was 
made posthumously. For 42 long years this State denied 
those heroes who should have been awarded as soon as 
possible after the tragedy in 1976.
     What a disgrace that Michael Clarkin’s parents were 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

not alive to see this State do what they should have done 
in 1976. Where is the justification in all of this? Is that 
the culture of Ireland pays lip service and lip service only? 
Where is the justification that when the application of 
Scott Medals went before the Awards Board in 1976, and 
refused, that the decision in refusal was copper-fastened 
with the appendum “This decision is unappealable”?
     Members of An Garda Síochána each and every day 
leave their homes and their families and go to serve the 
people of Ireland. All too often they are assaulted in the 
course of their duty. Sadly, on occasion, some have lost 
their lives, as in this case. 
     Do they not deserve to be treated with respect? Do 
their families likewise not deserve the respect of our 
elected parliamentarians? While the decision not to 
award the Scott Medals originally, was a decision within 
An Garda Síochána, there was undoubtedly a political 
influence behind the scenes, as is always the case in 
Ireland.
     Let us remember our fallen hero Michael Clerkin, and 
let us remember our colleagues who have borne their 
horrific injuries for over 40 years. Heroes one and all. 

NOTE: A report on the Gold Scott Medal presentation 
appears on pages 52-55 in this issue. 

Gold Scott Medals were presented to (l-r): Gerry Bohan, 
Peter Clerkin (on behalf of his brother Michael Clerkin), 
Tom Peters, Ben Thornton and Jim Cannon, on 8 
December 2017.
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Front Row (l-r): Michael Tomes, Matt Cosgrove, Mary O’Connor, Michael Egan, John O’Brien and Adelaide Foley.
Second Row (l-r): Michael Cronin, Joe Ward, Joe Gaffney, John Mulligan, Noel Dowd, Paddy Colleran, Michael Donnellan and 
Anne Foley.
Back Row (l-r): Vincent Johnston, Tom Moran, Gerry O’Dowd, Jim Donnellan, Mick Larkin, Con Moynihan, Mick Bohan and P.J. 
Lenehan.

ATHLONE BRANCH
Certificates of Appreciation were presented to members for giving 20 years to the Association at the 
GSRMA Athlone AGM in the Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone on 13 February 2018.

GSRMA member PJ Lenehan and 
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave.

GSRMA member Paddy Colleran and 
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave. 

GSRMA member John O’Brien and 
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave.
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CARLOW BRANCH
The Carlow Branch meets on the first Tuesday 
morning every month in the library of the Seven Oaks 
Hotel, Carlow for tea/coffee and delicious scones. 
We normally have 20 to 30 members in attendance, 
always with a great atmosphere.
     Conversation is always lively with GAA, politics, 
local affairs and the ‘state of the job’ being among the 
subjects discussed. 
     We find that our monthly coffee morning is a great 
way for our members to keep in touch and a good 
chat and a laugh is always guaranteed.
     The last 12 months have been a particularly sad 
time for our branch with the death of three members 
– Tom Naughton, Tom Egan (who held the positions 
of Branch Secretary and Treasurer) and Tom Bowe. 
And again we offer our sympathy to their wives and 
families.
     We held our Annual Christmas Dinner in the 
Seven Oaks Hotel on 16 December which was well 
attended and an excellent meal was enjoyed by all.
     Our AGM was held at Carlow Garda Station on 
13 March 2018 at 8pm, when a new committee was 

elected. 
     Any retired members in our area who have not 
joined the GSRMA are encouraged to do so. There 
are excellent benefits to being a member and, as 
they say, there is strength in numbers.

The monthly coffee morning is a great way for our 
members to keep in touch.

Pictured (l-r): Rosemary Kelly, John and Teresa Flanagan, John Kelly, 
Eamon Hogan, Michael O’Driscoll and Beatrice Dunne.

Pictured (l-r): GSRMA Members Benny Mills, Jim Gallagher, 
Mick O’Connor and Shem Brophy.

The second Clare Branch Annual Christmas Lunch 
proved to be a great success. There was not a trace 
of the teething worries of our inaugural lunch, and 
over 45 guests enjoyed a relaxed evening of fine 
food, songs, stories, banter and spots at the Old 
Ground Hotel in Ennis.
     The old reliables didn’t let the party down and 
the new talent was welcomed with support and 
enthusiasm on this 6 December festive occasion.  
The three-hour buzz came to an end but all couples 
were lucky enough to win a spot prize and departing 

CLARE BRANCH

Recipients of 20-year Certificates of Appreciation (l-r): 
Michael McMahon, May Fogarty, on behalf of her late 
husband John (and now a member in her own right), John 
English, Maura McNamara and John Lyne

6  Síocháin 
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with a smile, with all looking 
forward to ‘more of the same’ 
next year.   
     The Christmas get-together 
presented an opportunity 
to award GSRMA 20-Year 
Certificates of Appreciation to five 
of our longstanding and surprised 
members who were there on the 
day – Michael McMahon, May 
Fogarty, on behalf of her late 
husband John (May is now a 
member of the GSRMA), John 
English, Maura McNamara and 
John Lyne. 
     Words of congratulations 
and appreciation of their support 
were expressed by Branch 
Chairman Pat McGuire and Billy 
Saunderson, Central Committee 
member, on behalf of GSRMA 
HQ.

Over 45 guests enjoyed a relaxed evening of fine food, songs, stories, banter and 
spots at the Old Ground Hotel in Ennis.

Christmas Lunch: On 7 December 
2017, 131 people turned out to support 
the Christmas lunch and social function 
held at Rochestown Park Hotel. The 
event commenced with mulled wine 
reception at 12.30 pm and ran for five 
hours.  
     A beautiful Christmas lunch 
was served and all enjoyed the 
complimentary glass of wine courtesy 
of St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union.  
The branch committee were able to 
subsidise the afternoon and offered 
admission tickets at €25 per person, 
thanks to a generous grant from 
GSRMA House. 
     To add further enjoyment 26 spot 
prizes were distributed. Sincere thanks to the choir 
under the baton of Della Diggin (on keyboard) who 
sang some beautiful Christmas carols.  Afterwards 
there was dance music by Kevin McSweeney and 
songs from Jim and Anne Healy, Angela Casey, 
Jim Griffin, Frank Corrigan, a recitation from Bernie 
Feeney while Ollie Keany took to the stage with his 
mouth organ. 
     During the afternoon a photographic power-point 
display showed archive snaps that rekindled happy 
memories. Our gratitude to those who made a special 
effort to come out and meet old friends.

CORK CITY BRANCH

Pictured at the Christmas Lunch (l-r): Bridy Flannery, Pat Harrington, secretary 
of St Paul’s Credit Union and his parents Joan and Christy Harrington. (Photo 
courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork.)

Welfare Information Seminar: On Wednesday 4 
April 2018, a Welfare Information Seminar takes 
place in Rochestown Park Hotel.  The seminar is 
sponsored by St Paul’s Garda Credit Union and is 
free to all retired members and Garda widows who 
wish to attend.  
     The aim is to ensure retired members and their 
families are updated and informed on all benefits, 
entitlements.  Tea/coffee will be served from 10.30 am 
with seminar commencing at 11.00 am.  
     Speakers at the event will include reps from 
St Paul’s Credit Union; St Paul’s Garda Medical 
Aid Society; Garda Benevolent Trust Fund; Garda 
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Welfare Section; Garda Síochána Retired Members’ 
Association (GSRMA); Garda Travel Club; Cork IPA.
     To assist us with making necessary arrangements, 
please text/phone the Branch Secretary on 087-
2209253 if you wish to attend seminar.   

Celebrating 100 Years: On Monday 22 January 
2018, Mrs Hannah Browne (née Lane) celebrated her 
100 birthday with her four daughters and extended 
families in Watergrasshill. 
     Hannah was born in the village of Kilmorna near 
Listowel in 1918 and in her mid-20s met Garda 
Patrick J. Browne (Reg. No. 8917) who was stationed 
in Moyvane, Co. Kerry and came to her family farm to 
check agricultural statistics. 
     Love blossomed, marriage followed and a Garda 
transfer took them to Barrack Street Garda Station 
in Cork City. Subsequently, Garda Browne was 
transferred to Watergrasshill, where the couple made 
home and reared four daughters – Eileen, Cora, 
Patricia and Joan.  Garda Browne died after a short 
illness on 22 September 1972.  
     His widow, Hannah was left to look after her 
young family. Two years later, she joined the Garda 
Síochána Pensioners’ Association. Today, she holds 
the record of the longest member of the Garda 
Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA). 
     The GSRMA Cork City Branch presented Hannah 

Hannah Browne in celebratory mood with her birthday cake. 
(Photo courtesy of the Browne Family, Cork)

with €100 for her birthday, and on the same day, she 
also received a cheque for €2,540 from Michael D. 
Higgins, President of Ireland. On her 100th birthday, 
local GSRMA representative Michael Reidy (who 
had served in Watergrasshiil for many years) visited 
the Browne household to offer our good wishes. 
     Four years ago, Hannah travelled to Rochestown 
Park Hotel with her four daughters to receive a 
GSRMA Certificate of Appreciation for her long 
service to Cork City Branch.

WICKLOW BRANCH
GSRMA Wicklow Branch 
members pictured at the 
annual anniversary mass 
for deceased members. 
Front Row (l-r): Jim 
Murphy, John Flaherty, 
Jane Cronin, Nora 
Cummiskey, Catherine 
Cummiskey, Des Tully, 
Marie Farrell, Ann McHugh
Back Row (l-r): Tom 
Finnerty, Tim Cronin, 
Siobhan Corrigan, Sgt. 
Colm Corrigan, D/Sgt. 
Fergus O’Brien, Enda 
Finan, Sean Tiernan, Pat 
Hayes, Catherine Finan.

(Photo courtesy of Pat 
Hayes, Wicklow GSRMA 
Branch)

10  Síocháin 
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DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH

On Thursday 9 December 2017, our Annual Christmas 
Function was held at the Spawell Complex. Over 80 
branch members attended and — just like the LATE 
LATE SHOW — there was a spot prize for all attendees.  
As the draw neared its end some liquor experts were 
not happy with the tin of biscuits! 
     Some of our branch members enjoyed the organised 
trips to Wexford and Westport. With planning at an 
advanced stage - trips in early 2018 will include visit to 
Garda College, particularly for those members who did 
their training in Dublin, prior to the opening of the Garda 

College. 
     At our February 2018 Coffee Morning, we organised 
a Legal Information Session - a number of our Branch 
members are qualified Solicitors and Barristers. The 
topics covered included the Preparation of Wills - Power 
of Attorney, the Fair Deal Scheme and others. 
     A record number of Certificates of Appreciation 
were presented at our AGM on 8 March, and we wish 
those honoured long life, good health and happiness 
following their 20-year continuous membership of our 
Association. 

Father Joe Kennedy presented John F. O’Sullivan 
(09999) with a copy of the booklet ‘Playing with the 
Guards’. John Kennedy is likely the sole survivor of 
the last Garda Senior football team to win the Dublin 
Championship in 1948, beating St Vincent’s in the 
final. Also included is Sgt Angelina Confrey and Eddie 
Ryan, PRO of the Dun Laoghaire Branch, who for 
many years played with the Guards and the team was 
beaten by St Vincent’s after a replay in 1973.

Pictured (l-r): Paul Madden, Liam Dillon, Leo McGinn, Tom 
McCarrick, Manus McCarrick, Ciaran Quigley, Tom Naughton, 
Valarie McManus, Anne and Mick O’Leary, Barry McQuaile, 
Mick Cleary, Tom Cleary, Pat Byrne, Des Burke, and Gerry 
Lyons. (Photograph courtesy of Tom Cleary).

Hillwalking Group of Retired Members who live 
in the Louth, Meath, and Dublin regions, meet 
every Wednesday to walk in the Mourne Cooley or 
Wicklow Mountains. Last May 2017 they climbed 
Carrauntoohill in Kerry, where they were blessed 
with the most beautiful day and were rewarded with 
magnificent views in every direction.

(Photographs courtesy of Eddie Ryan, PRO of Dun Laoghaire 
Branch).



ASSOCIATION NEWS

MALLOW BRANCH

Síocháin   15

Our Annual Christmas Dinner was held on 
19 December in The Arches Bar/Restaurant, 
Mallow, and rest assured that a great night was 
had by all! Pictured (l-r): Jo Foley, Caroline 
O’Sullivan, Nóirín Stokes, P. J. Stokes, Denis 
O’Sullivan, Community Garda Liam Doyle (now 
retired and one of us!) Donal O’Connor, Deirdre 
O’Sullivan, John Liston, Ann Liston, Margaret 
Lyons, Michael Keogh, Nora O’Connor, Mary 
Keogh, Tadgh Foley and Lily Reidy. Photograph 
courtesy of Ann Liston, Mallow Branch Secretary.

Mullingar Trip to West Clare: On Tuesday 29 August 
2017, a group of 25 GSRMA members and friends 
departed from Mullingar’s Park Hotel on a trip to 
Spanish Point. We travelled via Athlone, Ballinasloe 
and Loughrea stopping at the Lady Gregory Hotel 
in Gort for morning coffee. From there we spent two 
hours in Bunratty before continuing on to Spanish 
Point where we checked into the Belbridge House 
Hotel. There we relaxed for the evening and had 
dinner.
     On the second day we went to Loop Head via 
Quilty, Doonbeg and Kilrush. Loop Head is a major 
local landmark with great views from the lighthouse. 
We returned via Kilrush where we had a light lunch 
before returning to the hotel.
     On the third day we travelled north to Lahinch, 
Cliffs of Moher and Lisdoonvarna, where we visited 
the famous Smokehouse. We returned via Kilfenora 
and visited the Museum of Kilfenora Ceile Band. We 
checked out on Friday morning 1 September and 
travelled home via Ennis, Scariff and Whitegate, 
taking the scenic route around Lough Derg. We 
stopped at Dromineer for a late lunch before heading 
for home, arriving back in Mullingar about 7.30pm.
     We had a few great days enjoying the scenery of 
Clare. The hotel was lovely and the food very good. 
Four great days, the last days of last summer. A very 
relaxing trip and a good time had by all! 

Christmas Dinner at the Greville Arms Hotel on 
Friday 1 December 2017 was a great success with 
almost 40 retired members, spouses and friends 
in attendance. Great credit is due to the organising 
committee of Susan Finnerty and Phil O’Gara.

The Mass for Deceased,  Serving and Retired 
Members was celebrated by Fr Padraig McMahon, 
Administrator, Mullingar at the Annebrook House 
Hotel, on Wednesday 13 December 2017. A large 
number of retired members were in attendance. The 

MULLINGAR BRANCH

The Retired Garda Golf Tournament 2017 champions from 
Mullingar (l-r): Eugene Dunne, Pat Smyth, Tom Mulvee and 
Tim Ferguson.

Mass was followed by refreshments and everyone 
had a very enjoyable day.

Retired Garda Golf Tournament Winners: After 
the Mass on 13 December 2017, Detective Sergeant 
Brian Willoughby made a presentation on behalf 
of the Mullingar Garda Welfare Committee to the 
members of the successful Mullingar Team, who won 
the Retired Garda Golf Tournament 2017.
     Brian stated: “In Westmeath we do not have 
All Ireland Champions in our midst very often so 
it was only appropriate that this team should be 
recognised for their achievements”. Congratulations 
to the Mullingar team – on winning the Garda Retired 
Members’ Golf with a score of 90 points, four points 
clear of the runners-up Limerick.
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NAAS BRANCH 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations: It was 
great to see so many members at the 
Annual Mass on 9 November 2017, which 
usually coincides with our dinner. Father 
Ralph joined us in celebrating Mass but he 
was unaware we had a surprise for him as 
he celebrated his diamond jubilee on 21 
December, so we organised a presentation 
of a sculpture of bog oak by local artist 
Conor Lane to mark the occasion.
     It was lovely to join Fr Ralph’s 
celebration and we were so happy to 
make the morning special for him as he 
has been celebrating Mass for us annually 
for many years. On behalf of the Branch 
chairperson Marie Roche congratulated Fr 
Ralph on his wonderful ministry and good 
wishes were extended for good health 
and many more years of happy contented 
ministry.

Shoebox Appeal for Team Hope: 
In 2017 the Naas Branch took part in 
several charity drives and at our Mass 
many members brought shoeboxes for 
the Team Hope initiative, distributed to 
underprivileged children all over the world. 
     It is a lovely way to share a little with 
those children for whom Christmas is 
just like any other day and the contents 
of the boxes are simple items like soap 
toothpaste and a small toy. It’s a wonderful 
cause and it was very much appreciated 
when we delivered our 19 shoeboxes on 
behalf of our Branch. Well done to the 
members for their contribution.

Christmas Lunch: On 25 November a 
lot of planning went in to making this a 
most enjoyable afternoon. Once again we 
thank local members for supporting this 
event in good numbers. We had a great 
four-course meal, a raffle and a visit from 
Santa!
     Music was provided by Mick Quinn and 
his brother Tony who once again played 
the tunes we all know and love. As it was 
our first lunch it was wonderful to see such 
a good attendance and a most enjoyable 
afternoon was had by all and also a lovely 
way to begin the Christmas season.

(Photographs courtesy of Marie Roche).

A presentation was made to Fr Ralph to mark his diamond jubilee at 
Naas Branch Annual Mass on 9 November. Pictured (l-r): John Tuohy, 
Fr Ralph, Pat Kavanagh, Noel Geary and Marie Roche.

Naas Branch Annual Mass Ladies who took part in the shoebox 
appeal for Team Hope (l-r): Betty O Neil, Sheila McKeowan, Carmel 
Shaughnessy, Mary Devine, Mary Roche and Brigid Mulligan.

GSRMA members (l-r): Margaret Donegan, Maureen O’Reilly, Mary 
Devine and Marie Roche pictured at the Christmas lunch.



ASSOCIATION NEWS

Síocháin   19

Our Christmas lunch for retired members in the Court 
Hotel Tullamore on Tuesday 19 December 2017 was 
attended by up to 40 members. 
   Special guests of honour Supt John Moloney from 
our local District Office and Gardaí Matt Conor and 
Stacy O’Brien who represented Tullamore Garda 

Social Club, were invited as a measure of our thanks 
for their assistance during the last year. 
     There was a draw for spot prizes and everybody 
went home with a small gift. Many thanks to John 
Hopkins and Peter Kelly for organising the event.
(Photographs courtesy of Mick Dalton.)

OFFALY BRANCH

Organisers Peter Kelly and John Hopkins. Group photo with Gardaí Matt Conor and Stacy O’Brien.

ROSCOMMON BRANCH
Monies left over from the Byrne Morley Memorial Fund 
was presented to the Roscommon Mayo Hospice recently. 
Before handing over a cheque for €4,350, chairman 
Brendan Gordon said the monument may have been long 
overdue but it is important to remember that it has been 
done by the local community in Loughglynn.
     He noted the massive support from An Garda Síochána 
locally and from all Garda Divisions throughout the country, 
Garda bodies and associations, GAA clubs in Roscommon 
and Mayo, and people locally and throughout the country 
who contributed so generously. To all those who helped out 
in any way on the day the committee was most grateful. 
     With the agreement of both families it was decided 
if we had money left over from the fund it would go to 
Roscommon Mayo Hospice. John and Henry were very 
proud Mayo men and spent a lot of their working life in 
Roscommon and sadly lost their lives in Roscommon in the 
course of their duty, the chairman said.
     John Murphy said he was delighted to accept a cheque 
on behalf of the Hospice, and added that Roscommon 
and Mayo people were great to support the organisation. 
He thanked Brendan Gordon and the committee for the 
contribution. The Hospice gives vital support to those that 
are terminally ill and to their families.
     In conclusion Brendan Gordon thanked Tom and Tina 
from the Village Inn for hosting the event and providing 
refreshments. He had a special word of thanks for fellow 
committee members – Martin Duggan, Kevin Murtagh, 
Councillor Michael Creighton and Martin Freeman – for all of 
their hard work. 
(Photographs courtesy of Brendan Gordon and the organising 
committee).

Back Row (l-r): Kevin Conroy, Peter Barron, Martin 
Freeman, Martin Duggan, Brendan Gordon, Joe Murphy, 
Kevin Murtagh, Michael Creaton, Michael Carty and Billy 
Molloy. Front Row (l-r): Esther Gordon, Mary Molloy, 
Catherine Freeman, Mary Barron, Lilly Murphy, Mamie 
Creaton and Sarah Gordon.

Pictured (l-r): Martin Freeman, Martin Duggan, Brendan 
Gordon, John Murphy, Kevin Murtagh and Michael Creaton
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TRALEE BRANCH

WATERFORD BRANCH

Pictured (l-r): Chief Supt Aidan Reid, Garda Síochána Traffic Department, 
Retired Garda Supt Pat Killalea, Ursula O’Sullivan, HSE, Retired C/Supt Donal 
J. O’Sullivan, Moyagh Murdock, RSA Chief Executive, and Liz O’Donnell, RSA 
Chairperson.

Derek McGrath, Waterford’s senior hurling 
manager, attended a coffee morning at the 
Waterford Golf Club, recently organised by 
the GSRMA Waterford Branch. Welcoming 
everyone to the golf club, Captain John 
Hayes said he was delighted with the 
turn-out and also the long association and 
participation in the club by both serving and 
retired members of An Garda Síochána.
     Derek gave a very interesting and 
insightful presentation into the inter-county 
senior hurling world. From commitment to 
game plan, media and professionalism he 
detailed the demands of involvement in 
inter-county senior hurling. Derek, a very 
humble but determined character by nature, 
captivated his audience with the honesty 
and openness of his presentation. 
     He answered questions from the crowd. 
He spent over an hour with the group 
and without doubt made a very positive 
impact. His audience comprised of Clare, 
Galway, Tipperary, Kilkenny, Cork, Wexford, 
Limerick and Offaly hurling stalwarts. It was 
a very interesting morning at Waterford Golf 
Club. 
     The facilities at the club are excellent 
and the course itself is in excellent 
condition and the club is recommended 
for food, course and clubhouse to anyone 

Pictured (l-r): Supt Mick Leacy, Joe Quirke, Sgt Gavin Hegarty, Tim Price 
(Branch Secretary) and Pat O’ Driscoll.

Derek McGrath Waterford’s senior hurling manager.
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PRESENTATION OF NATIONAL 
ROAD SAFETY AWARDS FOR 2017
Retired C/Supt Donal J. O’Sullivan 
of Tralee was presented with the 
‘Road Safety Ambassador’s Award’ 
at the 2017 Road Safety Authority’s 
Road Safety Awards ceremony on 
13 December 2017 in Croke Park. 
He received the award in recognition 
of the role he played in initiating and 
promoting the ‘Junior School Warden 
Scheme’ at Carlow while stationed 
there as a Sergeant in 1970. The 
award presentation was made by Liz 
O’Donnell, Chairperson of the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA).
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visiting the south east and interested in golf.
     With the senior hulling league up and running we 
have an interesting championship ahead of us and 
the Waterford Branch of the GSRMA thanks Derek 
McGrath for his presence at the coffee morning and 
wishes Derek and Waterford all the best in 2018.
     The serving members of Waterford were well 
represented at the coffee morning. Addressing the 

group, newly-appointed Chief Supt Padraig Dunne 
emphasised the importance of the GSRMA and 
acknowledged the contribution made by retired 
members to the Garda organisation.
     The GSRMA Waterford Branch wishes Chief Supt 
Dunne all the very best in his new appointment and 
thanks him for his support to the Association.

WEXFORD BRANCH
Mass for deceased members took place 
on 30 November at Enniscorthy Garda 
Station. We had our usual two celebrants, 
Fr Sean Gorman (son of late Garda 
John Gorman of Enniscorthy) and Rev. 
Robert Stotesbury, Church of Ireland and 
a former member of Enniscorthy Garda 
Station. 
     All retired members were guests of 
Chief Supt John Roche and his staff at 
their new Divisional HQ in Wexford, with 
a coffee morning included. It’s a real 
touch of class and long overdue for the 
neglected members at Divisional HQ.   
     Our annual Christmas party took place 
on 15 December and members enjoyed a 
great night once more at the Ferrycarrig 
Hotel in Wexford, which was also the 
venue on 18 December for refreshments 
after our final bowling night of 2017 and a 
good attendance turned out for the night.   
Early January the Ferrycarrig Hotel was 
also the venue for the annual ‘Seana 
Ghael’ awards to acknowledge players 
who played Gaelic games with clubs 
within the county during their playing 
careers and who have attained or passed 
the golden age of 70 years.  
     This year over 60 former players 
including four retired Gardaí – Tom Miller 
(Enniscorthy), Donal Behan (Ferns), 
John Dwyer (New Ross) and Tom Maher 
(Enniscorthy native) – who served in 
the DMA but had played with the local 
Enniscorthy Starlight’s Club, were 
recipients of the awards, which were 
presented jointly by the Chairman of 
the Leinster Council Jim Bolger and the 
Bishop of Ferns Denis Brennan.

The Wexford Branch AGM takes place 
on 27 March at the Riverside Park Hotel, 
Enniscorthy. All are welcome!

Pictured with their Seana Gael Awards (l-r): Tom Miller, Tom Maher, Donal 
Behan, John Kennedy (New Ross, previous award winner) and John Dwyer.

Group pictured after final bowling night in 2017.

Members pictured after the mass for the deceased in Enniscorthy. Back 
Row (l-r): Tony Fagan, Rev. Robert Stotesbury, Michael Brady, Paddy 
O’Reilly and Supt Gerry McGrath. Front row (l-r): Brian Kenny, Fr Sean 
Gorman and Michael Galvin.

Photographs courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch).
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PENSION AND 
OTHER PRIORITIES

GSRMA General Secretary Paschal Feeney outlines the 
guidelines on the pension restoration programme under 
FEMPI legislation, the range of GSRMA services available 
to members, and also looks at the problems that may face 
people who live in urban areas, such as boundary disputes, 
doing work on party structures, trees, noise and control of 
animals. 
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Please note this pension restoration (DPER Circular 
20/2017) refers to those members who retired after 

28 February 2012 and only those. These members have 
had no restoration to date under FEMPI legislation.  
     If you retired prior to 28 February 2012 then your 
restoration programme is catered for under FEMPI Act 
2015. I wrote in last issue in relation to this aspect, so I’ll 
repeat as follows:
     “On 1 January 2018, those still paying PSPR, shall 
see another €780 per annum restored under the FEMPI 
legislation schedule of restoration; €780 per annum 
equates to €65 per month. Remember if you are not 
paying PSPR, then your programme of restoration is 
complete. However, if you are still in the loop and paying 
PSPR and retired post-28 February 2012 then on 1 January 
2019 (next year) you shall receive a further reduction of 
€1,680 pa or €140 per month.”

Confirmation has been received that the contents of 
DPER Circular 20/2017 which commences pay restoration 
for certain retired members (those who retired after 
28.02.2012 and up to 31.08.2017) has been received. 
     It will be implemented in the pension payment due 
on 1 March 2018 (This is the €1,000 salary increase 
in September 2017 – €500 in the case of pensioners.) 
Arrears due since September 2017 will also be included in 
the payment. 
     Sanction has also been recently received for settlement 
of the January 2018 increase and work will commence 
shortly on the pay scales effected. I envisage that this 

increase will be paid to the members concerned in the 
April/May pension payment.

GSRMA SERVICES
Do you want to meet our financial advisors – Mary Farrell 
for taxation affairs and Kevin Kelly in relation to social 
welfare payments/contributions/qualifications etc? If so, 
then drop an email to info@gardaretired.com or contact 
us on 01-4781525 and we will add you to the waiting 
lists. We hope to roll out these services at selected 
locations throughout 2018, subject to demand.

New Identification Card: Demand for our new ID card 
is increasing, if you wish to be included, then send email 
with attached photograph to info@gardaretired.com or 
phone 01-4781525.

Email notifications from GSRMA House: Are you 
on our lists? If not have you notified us of your email 
address? Have you changed your email address, if so let 
us know by emailing info@gardaretired.com. 
Were you received emails in the past and are not 
receiving them now, if so you may have unintentionally 
unsubscribed from our listings.  If so firstly check your 
own email folders, spam, thrash or junk you may be 
surprised to find lots of email notifications from GSRMA 
hidden away. If you have unsubscribed then communicate 
with us by emailing info@gardaretired.com. We will send 
you a link to get you back up and running again.
Death Messages: Don’t presume that someone else will 
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notify us of deaths of GSRMA members. Please share this 
information with us, or through your Branch Secretary. 
If you do not know who your Branch Secretary is, we 
will supply you with all relevant information on how to 
contact him/her.

Members’ Area of Website: We hope to shortly resolve 
the issue with the members’ area of our website www.
gardaretired.com. Are you a member of the registered 
members’ only area? If not you can join now by visiting 
www.gardaretired.com and follow the instructions to 
register for website. You could be one of our lucky 
winners, as there is a prize of €50 each quarter for one 
lucky winner who is a registered user of the website and 
uses it regularly. So join today!

NEIGHBOURS & THE LAW!
I have been requested to write on this subject, which 
covers some of the problems that may affect people who 
live in urban areas. These include boundary disputes, 
doing work on party structures, trees, noise and control 
of animals. 
     Many types of problems may arise between people 
living close to one another. In general, these problems 
are resolved by neighbors talking to each other, but 
sometimes this is not possible or does not lead to a 
satisfactory outcome. 
     Local authorities have various powers to make bye-
laws for their areas and designated areas within their 
boundaries. This means that rules can vary both between 
local authorities and within local authorities. 
     Many of these issues are also relevant to rural 
environments but there can often be separate rules and 
legislation that may apply in rural environments, for 
example, legislation on agriculture and forestry. 

Property Boundary: Common law rules presume 
that party walls, located on the boundary between 
two parcels of land, are owned jointly by the adjoining 
landowners. This is a presumption in the law and can be 
rebutted with strong evidence to show the structure is 
owned outright if that is the case.
     However, even where a structure or piece of land is 
owned by one individual, a neighbouring individual may 
have rights over that structure or land.  
There are three other main types of boundary ownership:
• Outright ownership – where the boundary is 

owned outright by one landowner, for example, the 
wall between two parcels of land is located entirely 
within one parcel

• Divided ownership – a party structure may be 
divided longitudinally where each adjoining land 
owner owns their 50% share up to the central 
medial line. Each owner may do as they wish with 
their structure provided they do not damage or 
cause the collapse of the other owner’s structure

• Divided ownership with mutual rights of 
support – this type of ownership is similar to divided 
ownership above, but each share is subject to a right 
of support owned by the other owner, known as a 
cross-easement 

If you are uncertain as to where your precise boundary 
is, or how your party structure is owned, you should 
begin by carrying out an investigation of your title. Your 
title documents are the deeds and related papers that 
describe your land. 
     Your property may be registered in the Land Registry, 
which is a computerised record of ownership and 
includes descriptions of parcels of land known as folios. 
A solicitor or a professional surveyor can assist you with 
these investigations.
     You should approach any boundary dispute with 
caution. If you make a false or malicious statement 
regarding the ownership of land you may be accused of 
“slandering the title” of the other owner. Section 42 of 
the Defamation Act 2009 provides that a person can sue 
another for compensation if they have suffered a loss 
because of such slander. 
     You should try to resolve any boundary dispute 
directly with your neighbour first, or else through 
mediation. If your dispute cannot be resolved, the matter 
may be dealt with by either the Circuit Court or the High 
Court, depending on the rateable valuation of the land 
in question.

Party Structures: There are various common law rules 
concerning the carrying out of works on or near shared 
boundaries or party structures. Chapter Three of the 
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 aims 
to clarify the rights of an owner who wants to carry 
out such works, as well as the rights of any adjoining 
owners. 
     The 2009 Act contains a wide definition of a party 
structure. The term refers to any wall, arch, ceiling, 
floor, partition, ditch, fence, hedge, shrub, tree, or other 
structure that horizontally, vertically or in any other way:
• Divides adjoining (which is defined to include 

adjacent) and separately owned buildings, or
• Is situated at or on or so close to the boundary line 

between adjoining and separately-owned buildings, 
or between such buildings and unbuilt-on lands, that 
it’s impossible or not reasonably practical to carry 
out works to the structure without access to the 
adjoining building or unbuilt-on land

It includes any such structure that is situated entirely in or 
on one of the adjoining buildings or unbuilt-on lands, or 
straddles the boundary line between adjoining buildings 
or between such buildings and unbuilt-on lands and is 
either co-owned by their respective owners or subject to 
some division of ownership between them.
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Rights to Carry Out Works: The works that you may 
carry out on a party structure include:
• Adjustment, alteration, cutting into or away, 

decoration, demolition, improvement, lowering, 
maintenance, raising, renewal, repair, replacement, 
strengthening or taking down.

• Finding out the course of cables, drains, pipes, 
sewers, wires or other conduits and clearing, 
renewing, repairing or replacing them.

• Cutting, treating or replacing any hedge, tree or 
shrub.

• Clearing or filling in ditches.
• Carrying out inspections, drawing up plans and 

performing other tasks required for, incidental to, or 
consequential on any of the works above

• You are entitled to carry out works on a party 
structure in the following circumstances:

• Works that are required in order to comply with any 
statutory provision, for example, the requirements of 
the Building Regulations.

• Exempted developments under the Planning Acts 
(developments for which planning permission is 
not needed), or developments for which you have 
planning permission or which are required in order to 
comply with the conditions of a planning permission.

• Works required for the preservation of the party 
structure or of any building or unbuilt-on land of 
which it forms a part.

• Any other works that will not cause substantial 
damage or inconvenience to your neighbour, or that 
even if they will cause damage or inconvenience, it is 
nevertheless reasonable to carry them out.

However, if you carry out works on or near your boundary 
without your neighbour’s consent, you may be open to 
a claim of trespass as well as nuisance arising from any 
inconvenience caused by the works. 
     You should always seek the fully informed consent 
of your neighbour before commencing any works. If 
agreement can be reached, this could be written down so 
the terms of the consent and the works are clear to both 
you and your neighbour. You should not go outside of 
what is permitted by such consent.
     If your neighbour is refusing their consent you may 
obtain a works order (see page xx). 
You must make good any damage or reimburse your 
neighbour if you cause any damage while carrying out the 
works. 
     You are obliged under the Land and Conveyancing 
Act 2009 to pay your neighbour’s reasonable costs for 
getting professional advice about the likely consequences 
of the work, for example, an architect’s assessment, and 
reasonable compensation for any inconvenience caused 
by the works. 
     However, you are entitled to take proportionate 
account of your neighbour’s use and enjoyment of the 

party structure when assessing the damages or costs and 
reduce the amount accordingly. In effect, your neighbour 
must meet the costs proportionate to the benefit received 
from the works.
     If you fail within a reasonable time to make good any 
damage, the adjoining owner may apply to the District 
Court for an order requiring the damage to be made 
good or for you to reimburse or to pay any reasonable 
costs and expenses incurred in repairing the damage and 
compensation. The adjoining owner may recover such 
costs, expenses or compensation from you as a simple 
contract debt.

Works Orders: If there is a dispute between you and your 
neighbour about party structure works you may apply to 
the District Court for a works order. A works order will 
allow you to carry out works, subject to whatever terms 
and conditions the court decides should be attached.  
Among other things, a works order may:
• Authorise you, or people authorised by you, to enter 

your neighbour’s building or land for any purpose 
connected with the works.

• Require you to indemnify or give security to your 
neighbour for damages, costs and expenses caused 
by or arising from the works or likely to be caused or 
to arise.

A works order will not authorise any permanent 
interference with, or loss of, any easement of light or 
other right relating to a party structure. An easement is a 
complex legal concept but, broadly speaking, it is a right 
that one landowner has over another’s land. 
     In this context, one important such right is the right of 
support, for example, the party wall may be supporting 
your neighbour’s house or outbuildings so works on the 
party wall have to take that into account. Any person 
affected by a works order may apply to the court to 
have the order discharged or modified. The procedure 
for getting a works order is set out in Order 93A of the 
District Court Rules (SI 162/2010). 
     You must notify your neighbour of your intention to 
apply for a works order. The required form is available 
from the District Court clerk. There are also required 
forms available for an application to the District Court for 
damage to be made good and for applications to modify 
or discharge a works order. 
     The other party must be notified in these cases as well. 
Disputes between neighbours as to who is liable to pay 
the costs involved in party structure works are treated in 
the same way as any other civil dispute. 

Trees & Hedges: As with boundaries, a tree on a 
boundary will generally be assumed to be the property of 
both adjoining landowners. You do not have a right to cut 
down such a tree without the consent of your neighbour. 
     Overhanging trees or encroaching roots may be 
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regarded as a nuisance and you are entitled to cut back 
the overhanging or encroaching branches or roots to the 
boundary line. You do not need the permission of the tree 
owner to do this provided you can do it without going on 
to the other owner’s property. However, as with all such 
matters, it would be preferable to discuss and agree what 
action is required. 
     You do need to be careful to ensure that you do not 
leave the tree or, for example, a party wall in a dangerous 
condition as a result of your actions. If you need to enter 
the tree owner’s property and cannot get agreement, 

you may apply for a works order as described above. You 
should also ensure the tree is not the subject of a tree 
preservation order. Any branches, fruit or roots that you 
remove should be returned to the owner of the tree.
     Space does not allow me to write further in this issue 
on some of the other aspects of neighbours and the 
law, such as Utility Companies; burning rubbish; noise 
pollution; car horns; building regulations; alarms; noise 
from licensed premises; rented houses and control of 
pets and animals. I hope to return to the subject in future 
editions. 

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION 

January 2018 Draw Winners 
Hyundai i40: Niall McKiernan, Cavan Garda Station, Co. Cavan
5 x €1,000 winners
• James Lennon, Bray Garda Station, Co. Wicklow
• Family member - Ms. Breda Hawkshaw, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
• Retired member - Mrs. Majella Peelo, Walkinstown, Dublin 12
• Retired member - Brendan C. Casey, Youghal, Co. Cork
• Retired member - Michael & Mairead Cormack, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny
• 
February 2018 Draw winners
Ford Mondeo: Retired member, Michael O’Connor, Carlow Town, Co. Carlow
Five €1,000 winners:
• John Sheridan, Navan Garda Station, Co. Meath
• Family member, Ann-Marie McGee, Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare
• Family member, Ann Spillane, Ballincollig, Co. Cork
• Family member, Mary Walsh, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal
• Family member, Eleanor Barry, Milltown, Co. Kerry

Congratulations to all our winners. You can join our draws for €6.50 per month. For details visit www.stpaulscu.ie or 
phone: 021-4313355

Christmas Draw winner – Alan Hayes
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

ONLINE COURSES FOR RETIRED OR SOON-TO-RETIRE 
MEMBERS AVAILABLE

Dear Editor,

My name is Gerry Kealy and I am a retired member 
living in Wexford but working all over the country. I 
would be grateful if you would bring this information to 
the attention of the membership, by email or maybe the 
‘Síocháin’ magazine. Maybe some members know that 
I do some lecturing at the Garda Technical Bureau and 
Sligo Institute of Technology. 
    As you are no doubt aware at Sligo IT we are 
constantly trying to reach out to more and more students, 
especially people in our age bracket from the former 
profession. 
    They have asked me to try to find out what sort of 
online courses might appeal to you. (You can study online 
at your pace, from your own home).
    You could have a myriad of reasons for taking up 
further education. It could be that you’ve always wanted to have an accredited third level degree or diploma. You might want 
to learn a new skill that would assist you in getting a new or better job. You might just want to learn more about a particular 
subject you have a passion for. 
    I myself lecture in the Forensic Investigation and Analysis (Honours Degree Course), which by the way is the only honours 
degree course in Ireland accredited by The Chartered Society of Forensic Sciences. There are plenty of people on that course 
young, our age and older. 
    We have courses from Archaeology to Zoology, but we are constantly looking to reach out to as many as possible. So, I 
would appreciate if you would let me know what course or branch of learning you would be interested in, regardless of how 
general or specific it might be. 
    We may be able to design and put in place an online course to suit you, that is of course, if we don’t already have one 
available. 
    I would appreciate your views and I can assure you that we will do everything we can do bring it to fruition.

Regards and thanks for your attention.

Gerry Kealy
GSRMA Wexford Branch 
gerardkealy@me.com

Letters to the 
                Editor
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RETIRED MEMBERS’ HILLWALKING GROUP
Dear Editor,  

We are a retired members’ hillwalking group along with some 
non-Garda friends. We live in the Louth, Meath, and Dublin 
regions, and meet every Wednesday to walk in the Mourne Cooley 
or Wicklow mountains. Last May we went to Kerry to climb 
Carrauntoohil.
    We were blessed with the most beautiful day and were rewarded 
with magnificent views in every direction.
    Can you please publish this photograph with the accompanying 
photo in a future issue of Síocháin? Pictured at the summit of 
Carrauntoohil (l-r): Paul Madden, Liam Dillon, Leo McGinn, Tom 
McCarrick, Manus McCarrick, Ciaran Quigley, Tom Naughton, 
Valarie McManus, Anne O Leary, Mick O Leary, Barry McQuaile, 
Mick Cleary, Tom Cleary, Pat Byrne, Des Burke and Gerry Lyons. 

Regards and Best Wishes

Tom Cleary

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

CALL OUT TO THOSE WHO KNOW JAMES CROFTON 
Dear Editor,

Greetings to you from my mother and myself from Alice Springs. I trust you are well and the Irish 
winter is not too severe. My mother is Anne Crofton, wife of James Crofton (No: 8162) who retired 
in 1972, having joined An Garda Síochána in 1932. 
    He served his final years in Santry and then at the Garda Technical Branch on Johns Road, near 
Heuston Station, if my memory serves me right. I was wondering, through ‘Síocháin’ magazine 
whether any retired member from those days would remember him? 
    If you were able to put something to this effect in the magazine it would be greatly appreciated by 
my mother. She is now in her 102nd year – born September 1916 - very frail but 100 per cent with it!
    Here is a photo of my mother. She resides here with me in Alice Springs and has done so since 
she left County Roscommon in September of 2004, then 88 years of age. Could she apply for a new 
membership card please?
    May I wish you well in the New Year of 2018 and keep up the good work of the magazine. We 
have been reading it here and in Ireland since 1978.

Best Regards

John Crofton

Anne Crofton - wife 
of James Crofton



It all began on the night of 14 November 1967 when 
members met at Union Quay Garda Station with a view 

to discussing the formation of a credit union, and they 
contributed a half crown.
    Of the 13 people at that meeting, the following six 
have gone to their eternal reward – P.G. Power, Michael 
O’Halloran, Sam Stevenson, Paddy Glavin, Michael 
O’Loghlin and Jerry Breen. The surviving seven founding 
members are Matt Thorne, John Burke, Jas Murphy, Paddy 
O’Driscoll, Gerry Brennan, Mick Scanlon and Noel Dee. 

50th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS

With membership now in excess of 28,700, St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd has gone 
from strength to strength since that first meeting 50 years ago in November 1967. Current 
chairman Martin O’Sullivan looks back on the highlights of the union over the last five 
decades. 

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

Founding members and representatives pictured at 
the 50th Anniversary celebrations:
Back Row (l-r): Martin O’Sullivan (Chairman); Jer Glavin 
(son of Paddy Glavin RIP); Triona O’Loghlin (daughter-
in-law of Mick O’Loghlin RIP); Mick Scanlon, Rev. Pat 
Stevenson (son of Sam Stevenson RIP), Danny Murphy 
(son of Jas Murphy, absent), Brendan O’Leary (CEO). 
Front Row (l-r): Eileen O’Halloran (widow of Michael 
O’Halloran RIP), Noel Dee, Gerry Brennan, Matt Thorne, 
John Burke and Paddy O’Driscoll.
Missing from photo are the late Paddy Power and Jerry 
Breen (RIP).

    Under the stewardship of those pioneers, St Paul’s 
Garda Credit Union was nurtured and developed. The 
common bond was initially limited to the then Garda 
Division of Cork East Riding comprising of the two 
Garda Districts of Union Quay and McCurtain Street. The 
credit union operated from an office on the top floor of 
McCurtain St Garda Station.
    Each year since then more volunteers joined the Board 
of Directors of St. Paul’s taking on various roles and 
responsibilities to build on the foundations laid on that 
night by those 13 pioneers.
    In 1975 the common bond was extended to include all 
Munster counties and extended again in 1981 to include 
Garda members nationwide. Family members are also 
eligible to join St. Paul’s.
    Our membership is now in excess of 28,700 and our 
Assets exceed €333,000,000.
Due to this phenomenal growth St Paul’s office relocated 
to Boreenmanna Road, Cork in 1988. That building was 
demolished and replaced with a new extended building 
in 1998. We outgrew this building and relocated again in 
2007 to our current office at Boreenmanna Road.
    I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
and thank our founding members, and all directors, 
supervisors, management and staff who have followed in 
their footsteps, and all our members for making St Paul’s 
Garda Credit Union the success story it has become.
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
GSRMA, in conjunction with ‘Garda Post’, has launched the Short Story Competition for the third year. ‘Garda Post’ has 
generously agreed to sponsor the prize funds to a sum of €2,500. We thank them most sincerely for their continued support.

• Competition is open to GSRMA Members or their spouses/partners ONLY.
• Only one entry per person is permitted.
• Entries of 2,000 (maximum) word count.
• Author’s name and details should be entered on the accompanying entry form.
• Scripts will not be returned, and remain the property of GSRMA thereafter authors are advised to retain a copy.
• Submissions must be sent via email to editor@gardaretired.com
• Closing date is 5pm on Friday 28 September 2018
• The decision of the adjudication panel is final.
• The Prize Fund is €2,500 - €1,500 for first prize and thereafter €500; €300 & €200 for Runner-Up prizes. 
• Prize winners will be published in the ‘Winter 2018’ edition of ‘Síocháin’.
• Winning entries will be published in Síocháin, while a selection of entries may also be published in future issues of the 

magazine.
• GSRMA Central Committee Members and their families are not eligible to enter the competition.
• Competition is sponsored by Garda Post.

GSRMA SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
2018 – ENTRY FORM

I wish to submit the following short story for inclusion in GSRMA Short 
Story Competition.

Title:         

Number of words:       

I have read and agree to abide to the rules of this competition

Signed:        

Name: (Block Capitals):       

Registration Number:       

Address (Block Capitals):     

        

        

Telephone:       

Mobile:        

E-mail:        

Return your entry accompanied with this form before 28 September to editor@gardaretired.com.

SHORT STORY COMPETITION

Entries are now open for the Short Story Competition 2018 and the usual T&Cs apply. With this year’s 

deadline not until Friday 28 September, there’s plenty of time to submit your stories!
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SHORT STORY COMPETITION

“Has anyone seen Johnny?” Mary 
asked sprinkling a handful of raisins 
into the white, well kneaded dough. 
The cast iron oven was already 
warming on a bed of hot coals. Her 
husband Mick looked up from his copy 
of the Observer. 
“I saw him last Thursday foddering the 
cattle down by the lough.”
“That’s a week ago today,” said Mary, 
wiping her hands in her apron.
“He always goes to the shop on 
Wednesdays and never passes the door 
without bidding the time of day.”
“It’s too late to call now, he can 
be contrary and might think we’re 
interfering” said Mick.
    Young P.J. glanced up, glad of any 
distraction from his homework. 
“I can call in to him on my way home 
from school tomorrow, Jack will be 
with me.”
“I don’t want you moping about in the 
dark down that narrow path.”
“Mammy, I’m not a child anymore, I’ve 
started third year.”
“Any excuse to get out of your homework.” 
Mary placed her hand on his shoulder, as she went to 
check the oven.
Mick folded the paper. 
“It will do no harm for you and Jack to check on Johnny 
tomorrow, but don’t stay long, annoying the man.”
    As he grew up, P.J. often saw Johnny making his way 
home from the shop. He sat on his white donkey, Nellie, 
like a Victorian lady riding her horse side-saddle, except, 
in this case, there was no saddle. Instead there were two 
hand-made creels slung across the donkey’s back, one 
was filled with turf and the other contained groceries. 
    Johnny was a small man, who walked with the aid of a 
stout stick. His black hair was tinged with grey and stuck 
out from under his tweed cap in unruly tufts. He always 
wore black, with the tops of his wellingtons turned down 
about six inches. He had good black boots for mass days 
and funerals. Johnny lived alone in a remote farmhouse 
by the lake. The only access to his house was a right of 

way through Mick’s farm. This route consisted of a narrow 
stone pathway, about four hundred yards long, with 
ditches on both sides. 
    When he was younger, P.J. asked Johnny about his 
limp, the thunderous look on the little man’s face told him 
he had made a bad mistake.
“You’re a cheeky little brat aren’t you, what would your 
father have to say?”
This riposte was underlined when P.J. felt the sharp end of 
Johnny’s stick across his posterior. No more was said about 
the incident. Eventually man and boy went on to become 
friends. As P.J. grew stronger he would often help Johnny 
with the hay and to round up his cattle when the Vet was 
due for the T.B. testing. Johnny grudgingly acknowledged 
that P.J. was a good honest worker.
“What’s wrong with old Johnny?” asked Jack throwing 
the last of his sandwich to a cheeky crow that was 
patrolling the school yard.
“I didn’t say there was anything wrong with him, did I?”
“Why are you worried about him then?” asked Jack.

BLACK BOOTS AND 
WELLINGTONS

Thomas F. O’Rourke, Bray Branch Member, who was the runner-up in 
the 2017 Short Story Competition, pictured with GSRMA President Matt 
Cosgrave and Acting Garda Commissioner Dónall Ó Cualáin, at the 
presentation prize night in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel last November.

By Thomas F. O’Rourke (Bray Branch) – runner-up in the Short Story Competition 2017.
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“Me mother says she hasn’t seen him for over a week and 
that’s not like him.”
“He’s a cranky old bastard anyway, always shouting at 
me” said Jack
“That’s because you raided his orchard and left the gates 
open. My father said it would be better if we called in to 
make sure he’s ok, I said you’d come with me”.
Jack threw a stone at the crow and it flew off squawking 
loudly, just as the bell rang.
    When P.J. wheeled his bicycle down to the school gate, 
Jack was already waiting.
The boys cycled towards home at a steady clip. Today, 
there was no time to exchange insults with the town 
lads, darkness was descending. Soon they reached Mick’s 
farmyard and propped their bicycles against a stone wall. 
The boys were silent as they stumbled down the rough 
lane to Johnny’s house. They found it hard to avoid the 
briars that protruded from the hedges on either side. 
“My mother will kill me if I tear my good jacket” Jack 
said.
“Shut up and don’t be a sissy.”
“Oh Jesus” cried Jack, stopping dead in his tracks. 
“What is it?” asked P.J. as he too came to a sudden halt.
“Look” Jack whispered, pointing at a white apparition a 
few feet ahead. 
“Have you never seen a ghost before? That’s just Nellie.”
    Nellie snorted and shook her head while P.J. 
approached. He spoke gently to her and patted her 
white mane. Then, shaking her head again, she turned 
around and trotted off towards Johnny’s house. The boys 
followed, breaking into a jog to keep up.        
    When they rounded the gable end of Johnny’s thatched 
house, Spot, Johnny’s black and white collie barked and 
ran towards them. P.J. called his name, and the dog 
nuzzled up to him wagging his tail. The cattle in the byre 
and adjoining sheds were lowing incessantly, theirs was a 
hungry call.
“The cattle are starving” said Jack, “do you think he’s 
dead?”
“We should have brought a flash lamp” said P.J. “This 
looks bad.”
“Johnny, Johnny are you in there? Its P.J. talk to me 
Johnny.”
There was no reply, the house was in complete darkness. 
They tried the latch on the door. It wouldn’t budge. 
Jack, now getting used to the darkness, spotted a spade 
propped against the gable end of the house. Using all 
their strength the boys levered the door open, it scraped 
along the concrete floor as they pushed it in. They 
couldn’t see their hands in front of them. Meanwhile, 
Spot was whimpering as he scratched at the bedroom 
door. There was a loud rustling noise followed by 
squealing. 
“Bloody rats said P.J.” 
Spot scurried towards the source of the noise, but only in 
a half-hearted way.

P.J. felt his way towards Johnny’s bedroom and pushed 
the door in. Jack and Spot followed close behind.
“Who’s that?” the voice was so faint it was barely 
audible.
 “It’s P.J.”
“Ah the blessings of God on you son, I thought it was 
them bloody robbers.”
Johnny’s voice trailed off as he tried to rise on his elbows. 
Then a sharp wheezing sound came from his chest. He 
took a fit of coughing and collapsed back on the pillow. 
P.J. took his hand, which was icy cold. 
“Don’t worry Johnny, we’ll get help for you soon.”
“There’s no loss on me now, doctor McGrath came 
yesterday and the priest was here this morning. I have to 
go out and feed the animals.”
P.J. whispered to Jack. 
“He’s raving with the fever. I think he’s on the way out.”
    Just then they heard voices outside. When they looked 
out, the yard was lit up with three hurricane lamps. 
“P.J. Jack, are you in there?”  
“In the bedroom Daddy.” 
There were three other men with Mick, one of whom was 
Doctor McGrath. Mick took him straight to the bedroom. 
Taking a stethoscope from his bag, the doctor listened to 
Johnny’s chest and lungs. 
“Double pneumonia I’m afraid” he murmured, placing his 
stethoscope back into the bag. 
“I’ll give him an injection, but we need to get him into 
hospital right away.” 
“Jack, run over to our house”, said Mick, “tell Mary that 
Johnny is in a bad way and we need an ambulance. She’ll 
know what to do.” 
    Jack took one of the lamps and ran off into the 
darkness. Spot was now on the bed with Johnny, trying 
to lick his face. There was no sign of the rats. Dr. McGrath 
spoke again and the men could sense his urgency. 
“Mick, if we could get Johnny to your house, while we’re 
waiting for the ambulance, it would save precious time.” 
    Mick and one of the other men went outside and after 
a short while, they returned to the kitchen.   
“The animals are hungry” said Mick as he pushed the 
door closed.
“We’ll see to them when we get Johnny off to hospital” 
“The stable is empty, Mick continued, we could use the 
door to carry him out”. 
“Good idea”, said Dr. McGrath, “we have enough men to 
carry him over. P.J. can help.”  
    Two of the men took the door off its hinges and carried 
it into the bedroom. Johnny was carefully lifted from his 
bed and placed on the door. P.J. couldn’t help noticing 
how thin and fragile he was. Some old blankets and a top 
coat were placed over Johnny. Mick, the two other men 
and P.J. each gripped a corner of the door and carried 
Johnny out of the house. Dr.   McGrath took a hurricane 
lamp and led the way. They were followed closely by Spot 
and Nellie.
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In the beginning, the load seemed light, but as they 
got near the house, P.J. felt his arms aching. However, 
none of the others showed any signs of weakness and 
he managed to hang on. No words were spoken for the 
entire journey, just an occasional groan from underneath 
the blankets. 
    When they arrived at the farmyard Mary was there to 
meet them. 
“I managed to get Sergeant Carey and he phoned the 
hospital, the ambulance should be here soon” she 
informed the doctor.
    The men carried Johnny into the warm kitchen and 
placed him on a couch. He was barely able to sip a hot 
drink and broke into another long fit of coughing and 
wheezing. Doctor McGrath took Johnny’s temperature 
and examined him again. Then he stood up and walked 
to the door, looking anxiously towards the road. 
    Mary was now dispensing hot tea and currant cake to 
everyone. Dr. McGrath returned to Johnny, monitoring 
him closely. The other men were already making 
arrangements to look after his animals. P.J. and Jack 
volunteered to do their share.
    Fifteen minutes later the ambulance arrived, its 
headlights sweeping along the walls as it turned into the 
farmyard. Dr. McGrath went out and talked to the crew. 

They nodded and took notes while he spoke. The two 
men removed a trolley from the back of the ambulance 
and wheeled it into the kitchen. They talked to Johnny 
for a couple of minutes, but there was little response. His 
eyes had a fearful far-away look. 
    Mary stood in the kitchen with an arm around each of 
the boys, all three of them watching Doctor McGrath and 
the ambulance men do their work. 
“I’m sorry I annoyed him,” said Jack, shaking his head. 
Mary hugged him close, 
“You can tell him when he gets out of hospital and 
besides you were great tonight, you all were.”
    The ambulance men had Johnny securely placed on the 
trolley. He was now wrapped up in clean blankets and P.J. 
thought he noticed a little colour back in the old man’s 
cheeks. Then the trolley was placed in the ambulance and 
Johnny was soon on his way to hospital.
    P.J. and Jack went outside as the ambulance lights 
faded into the distance. Then P.J. saw Nellie trotting 
towards Johnny’s house. Johnny was sitting side-saddle 
facing them, he waved his stick as both he and Nellie 
disappeared down the path. P.J. nudged Jack and asked in 
hushed tones.           
“Did you see that?” 
“See what?” asked Jack. 
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This is just the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to the work being done by insurers 

to deter and detect fraud on a daily basis and 
a recent survey has highlighted how insurers 
are investing in technology and investigation 
units to tackle the evolving challenge of 
insurance fraud.
    Insurers know the vast majority of claims 
are honest but where there are fraudulent 
claims they are being tackled to prevent the 
cost being passed onto customers. There is 
a major cost to this work and insurers are 
investing in analytical tools to detect fraud 
earlier and prevent claims proceeding to 
expensive litigation. 
    This is important for public confidence in 
the claims settlement system and to reduce 
the cost of insurance fraud in Ireland which is 
approximately €200 million each year. 

DETER, DETECT AND DEFEND  
The majority of claimants are honest which requires their 
claims to be settled as quickly and as conveniently as 
possible, however insurers are focused on deterring those 
who may make a fraudulent claim, detecting fraudulent 
claims when they are submitted and by defending and 
challenging the claims when they are pursued. 
    For insurers, deterring fraudulent activity and 
identifying it at the earliest stages is critical to preventing 
fraudulent claims. This is evident in a recent survey 
of fraud experts in general insurance, conducted by 
Accenture in partnership with Insurance Ireland, which 
confirmed that the rate of identification of potentially 
fraudulent claims had increased for 79% of those 
surveyed compared to 69% in the previous year. 
    The survey also showed 82% of respondents 
highlighted an increased use of analytical tools and 74% 
pointed to a greater focus on investigations. Of those who 
responded, 70% of fraud experts have seen an increase 
in organised fraud such as fraud rings. A total of 76% of 
respondents believe effort of staff is the most successful 
tactic to identify fraud, 24% believe it is technology and 

analytics.
    In using technology to tackle 
fraud, 53% of respondents believe 
that the main focus of technology 
investment relating to fraud will be 
associated with the application of 
link analysis.
    And 38% of respondents believe 
that the second focus of technology 
investment relating to fraud 
detection will be associated artificial 
intelligence and machine learning.
Of significant concern was the 
finding that 97% of companies 
surveyed believe the digital age will 
increase fraudulent behaviour.

WORK WITH KEY STAKEHOLDERS 
The survey findings were presented 

to the Insurance Ireland Fraud Conference in October 
2017 with the theme of ‘why they do it and how to stop 
it’. Over 400 conference attendees, comprising industry 
experts such as claims handlers, heard from the Minister 
for Justice and Equality, Charlie Flanagan TD, Pat Lordan, 
Head of the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and 
Justice Nicholas Kearns, Former President of the High 
Court.
    The conference also heard from Tony Sales (Britain’s 
Greatest Fraudster) who now works with companies on 
how to improve their systems and ability to detect fraud.
    The annual conference has become an important 
opportunity for the industry to work with key stakeholders 
such as the Gardaí and the Government. Crucially, 
public policy recognises the challenge of fraud and the 
Government’s Cost of Insurance Working Group report 
outlines a series of actions to help tackle it. 
Insurance Ireland welcomes this policy focus and the 
important work it facilitates between insurers and 
the Gardaí to reduce fraud. Insurers greatly value the 
professional and vital work of the Gardaí, which supports 
their ongoing efforts and are committed to this important 
collaboration. 

INSURANCE IRELAND

INCREASE IN FRAUD 
DETECTION

Almost every week there is a court report highlighting a fraudulent claim being 
dismissed following a defensive action by an insurer. A recent study has revealed 
a significant increase in the rate of fraud detection through greater focus on 
analytics and investigations, writes Kevin Thompson, Chief Executive Officer of 
Insurance Ireland. 
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RENEWED APPEALS 
TO LOCATE VICTIMS’ 

REMAINS
On the night of Saturday 14 May 1977, British Army Captain Robert Nairac was abducted 
from a bar in South Armagh and murdered in a field in Ravensdale, Co Louth. Now 40 years 
later, the Independent Commission for the Location of Victims’ Remains (ICLVR) is looking 
for any information that could help with their investigation in the case of this missing 
remains.

Since 1999 the Independent Commission for the 
Location of Victims’ Remains (ICLVR) has worked to 

find the graves of the 16 people who were ‘disappeared’ 
by paramilitaries during the course of the Troubles. 
    As of November 2017, the remains of 13 of those 
victims have been located and returned to their families 
for proper burial. However, the cases of Joe Lynskey, 
Columba McVeigh and Robert Nairac remain outstanding. 
    Extensive excavation work has taken place in respect 
of Lynskey (in Co. Meath) and McVeigh (in Monaghan). 
However the absence of specific information about the 
whereabouts of Nairac has limited progress on the case. 

LAND SEARCHES
Six men were convicted of the murder and related 
offences of kidnapping of British Army Captain Robert 
Nairac, but despite extensive searches of land in the 
Ravensdale Valley and elsewhere at the time, his body was 
never recovered.
    It is also clear that Nairac’s military background and, 
more particularly, the mythology around his activities in 
Northern Ireland has been a barrier to the willingness of 
people in the border area to speak about the case.
    Nevertheless, there is a strong possibility that Nairac’s 
body was buried in relatively close proximity to the scene 
of his murder. In a statement released by the ICLVR, the 
Commission has noted it is, therefore, 
keen to re-examine the post-incident 
search process in the Ravensdale Valley. 
    It says it wants to establish whether 
there may be additional information, 
perhaps inadvertently overlooked at the 
time, which could assist our hunt for 
Nairac’s remains. The statement reads: 
“We would be keen to hear from any 
former Garda officers who were involved in the searches 
in Ravensdale

 
who feel that they could add value to our understanding 
of the detail, scope or extent of those searches.”
    All information passed to the ICLVR is treated with 
absolute confidentiality. Throughout that 18-year process 
there have been no arrests or prosecutions as a result, 
or indeed any compromise of information given to, or 
received by, the Commission. 

Despite extensive searches of land in the Ravensdale 
Valley in Co. Louth and elsewhere at the time, Captain 
Nairac’s body was never recovered.

If you have any information please contact Confidential 
Freephone on 01-6028655 or email secretary@iclvr.ie

ICLVR APPEAL
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LOOK BACK

The potato was introduced to Ireland in 1589 by the 
explorer Sir Walter Raleigh from Peru. It was obvious 

that he had no knowledge of same, because when the 
first crop matured he instructed his gardener to cut and 
boil the stalks – not very tasty. 
    He then instructed the gardener to destroy everything, 
but, being a curious person he retained and boiled the 
bulbs and so saved the crop for the future and began the 
journey of the potato into history.
    Some of our members have experienced the element 
of labour involved in growing the crop back in the 1950s 

THE HUMBLE SPUD 
Reflecting on the time when the potato was harvested in Ireland, Pat Lehane recalls that 
in November of each year the farmer showed his appreciation by hosting the famous ‘The 
Praty Ball’ that served up food, dance, music plus an ample supply of porter served in a 
two-pound jam jar.

The neighbouring families would help each other using the ‘Meitheal’ system and this continued up to the mid-1950s.

to 1970s era when there was no modern machinery, with 
the exception of the horse and common plough. 
    This began in February each year with the drawing out 
of the farmyard manure (also referred to as dung), which 
was forked into a horse drawn butt, from the farmyard 
to the field where it was dropped in heaps in symmetrical 
sequence.
    Before ploughing commenced a furze branch (scathain) 
would be set up at each end of the field. Both of these 
would be adjusted until they were in a direct straight line 
– these bushes were some times referred to as 
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The potato was introduced to Ireland in 1589 by the explorer Sir Walter Raleigh from Peru.

“trademarks”. This was to ensure that the first furrow 
(clais) turned would be a dead straight line and then all 
others would fall into line. 
    It was important to the farmer that no deviation 
should take place because his skills as a ploughman 
would be called into question and raise talk amongst the 
neighbours, who would ignominiously  refer to him as a 
“Burlaighig”. 
    The act of ploughing was performed by a pair of horses 
(Seisreach) drawing a one furrow plough (ceacht). The 
Irish draught breed of horse was the preferred choice. The 
steadier and more mature horse was always kept walking 
in the furrow, to ensure easier alignment. 
    On a cold frosty morning as the horses, while working 
snorted, a much defined pall of steam would be emitted 
from their nostrils as they walked graciously along the 
furrow, with heads and shoulders bobbing up and down. 
To start two sods would be turned and then into the third 
furrow would be placed the manure and it was in this that 
the seed would be set, later on. 

NEIGHBOURS LEND A HAND
A number of neighbours would help – this gathering was 
know as ‘a meitheal’. “This process was continued until 
the field was fully reddened, which depending on the 
area, could take up to a week.  
    An abiding memory of this work is the sound of the 
plough’s coulter cutting through the sod coupled with 
the smells of fresh earth and farm yard manure was a 
sure recipe to whet the appetite. It was something to 
experience and cannot with justification be properly 
described and alas is no longer with us. 
    This was a good time of year to see most species of 

birds. They followed the plough, picking out earth worms 
as they went. Foremost amongst them and well able to 
fight his corner would be the robin (spideog). 
    When the field was ploughed not a fork full of manure 
was left over, such was the calculations of the farmer. The 
manure was a compost of cattle droppings mixed with 
their bedding and cleaned out from the stalls, where the 
animals were housed during the winter. 
    It was a common sight in those days to see great big 
heaps of manure in farmyards, placed quiet close to the 
dwelling house. Now there is a belief that this practice 
may well have boosted the immune system of younger 
children, who were rarely ill despite having played on 
these dunghills.

SOWING THE SEEDS
Seed potatoes – The varieties most used were “Arran 
banners” “Kerr Pinks” and “British Queens - would be 
purchased and it was now that the women folk would 
become part of the equality of farming. Their work 
involved the cutting of the “Sciollans”. 
    The “sciollan” was the eye of the potato and therefore 
the fertile portion, with some containing up to three eyes. 
When these were cut out they were placed in a kitch or 
a basket, while the remainder – which was referred to as 
“a ciorachain”- was placed in a bucket to be boiled and 
fed to pigs. Nothing was left to waste. This work did not 
come within the category of glamour work, because it 
was carried out in draughty outhouses. 
    While working they were seated on a cushion of hay, 
on butter boxes and usually kept a bag draped across 
their knees in order to keep their clothes somewhat clean. 
To dissect the potatoes they used sharpened kitchen 
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knives which were, for the most part, wrapped in cloth in 
order to prevent blistering. 
    This was slow work which could last for a number of 
days. It was not unusual for neighbouring farmers’ wives 
and daughters to lend a hand, which help would be 
reciprocated. Farmers as a rule bought in certified seed – 
which meant they had government certification to yield a 
fair crop.
    The “sciollans” were then transported, in a basket, 
(cisean) to the field for planting. The workman or indeed   
woman, would then place a quantity of the seed in a 
bag known as a pouch. This was made from an ordinary 
miller’s bag. The top two thirds would be cut off from 
which a sling was made and fitted to the bottom third. It 
was usually carried under the arm. 
    The planter would then insert the seed into the drill 
containing the manure, using an ordinary common spade 
to make the opening into the furrow. 

FIELD OF DREAMS
Walking backwards he would make an opening every 
foot or so and pitch in the seed. This tedious work was 
repeated until the field was sown, which could be up to 
two acres. At that time a good deal of young men were 
available and the “Meitheal” would be set up. 
    The drills, when planted were walked upon to close 
the apertures and thereby prevent crows taking the seed. 
After about a week the drills would be hacked with an 
implement called a “Grafan”, to soften the sod and, 
therefore, ease the passage of the sprout. 
    The grub hoe (Grafan) was a spade like implement 
inverted. A circular sleeve was fitted on the top, at a 
right angle, to receive and hold the handle. It was a very 
versatile implement having many uses on the land.  
    The whole field would then be harrowed (Fuirsigh) 
with a zigzag harrow (braca). As the stalks grew and got 
stronger they were earthed. This process was carried out 
using a scuffler (grascar) to which was attached a high 
double board which rose up the earth from the furrows to 
support the plants. 
    A horse or a good donkey would be used. Later in the 
year this process would again be repeated which was 
referred to as “athcre”. When weeds began to appear 
again the scuffler was brought into action, this time 
equipped with legs to root up the the weeds. It was 
necessary during the months of July and August to spray 
the crop to prevent the dreaded blight (An Dubh) which 
caused crop failure during the famine.
    The ingredients were washing soda dissolved in hot 
water and mixed with bluestone in a 40 gallon barrel of 
water. The mouth of the barrel was covered over with a 
bag, on top of which was placed a suitable plank, serving 
the dual purpose of keeping the bag in place and resting 
the knapsack sprayer while it was being re filled.
    The spray was dispersed by walking backwards along 
the furrows, with a sprayer, known as “the budget” 

strapped to the users back – a long hard day’s work. 

CROP READY FOR HARVESTING
In early October the crop would be ready for harvesting 
and drills would be ploughed out using a horse and 
plough. The pickers would, barehanded, commence to 
root out the potatoes from the ploughed drill. Each had 
two buckets one for the small and one for the big potato. 
    When the buckets were full they would be emptied 
into their respective bags. In the evening the bags were 
collected in a horse and cart and brought to an outhouse 
for storage. 
    The small potatoes were stored separately and used 
immediately as animal feed. Should sufficient room not be 
available for storage then it would be necessary to make 
a pit, in the field. This was constructed by cutting out the 
required foundation department, four inches deep. 
    Into this was placed a layer of furze and on top of this 
straw and sedge (Fionan). The big potatoes were then 
built up in a pyramid style and when completed were 
again covered with straw and sedge, before being coated 
with a heavy wall of clay. The completed article was then 
covered with furze to prevent rats entering. The crop 
would be kept there until required.
    The crop was used for both domestic and animal feed. 
The housewife would boil a bucket of spuds each day for 
domestic use, having first washed them in a tub, using 
the brush handle. They would be boiled in the black pot, 
over the open fire.
    When ready they would be put on an open-sided flour 
bag on the table and consumed with bacon and cabbage 
washed down with liberal drink of sour buttermilk. The 
skins were fed to the hens and dogs. 
    At night, during the winter, a few spuds would be put 
into the open fire and baked. Some of the black hard 
crust would be cracked and butter inserted, before eating 
and washing down with boiled new milk. A mash (bruitin) 
was also delicious made from mashed spuds chopped 
nettles, onion a liberal amount of homemade butter and 
cream – probably a good base for cholesterol. 

THE STABLE DIET
The cuisine of the potato developed as times modernised, 
commencing with fish and chips being served on 
newspapers, leading to a multi-billion industry in modern 
fast food outlets. Up to and including the 1950s the 
stable diet of the less well-off consisted of boiled spuds 
and salt, washed down with milk. 
    The raw skins were also used in the production of 
poteen. Spuds fed to cattle would firstly be chopped in a 
tub, with a cabbage knife, before being garnished with 
either rolled or crushed oats or barley.
    An intricate pastime also evolved around potatoes. Two 
chairs would be placed facing one another, one foot short 
of the length of a crowbar apart. Each end of the bar 
would be rested on the seat of the chair, with a potato 
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LOOK BACK

placed on either side of the bar on both chairs. 
    The competitors would sit on a bag placed on the bar 
and cross their legs on top of the bar – a balancing act. 
They were then given a two foot long rod to hold in the 
right hand and the object of the exercise was to knock (a) 
the potato in front off and (b) knock off the one behind 
him. 
    Then he had to 
change the rod 
from one hand to 
the other, passing 
it under the bar, 
before knocking 
off the potatoes 
on the left. The 
winner of the heat 
was the person 
who either stayed 
balanced on the 
bar the longest 
or knocked all 
four potatoes in 
the quickest time. 
Ample straw or 
hay would be 
spread on the floor 
to cushion the 
many falls. It was 
usually undertaken 
by farm hands and 
country people.

THE PRATY BALL
Both the sowing 
and harvesting of 
a crop was very 
labour orientated. 
The neighbouring 
families would 
help each other
using the 
‘Meitheal’ system 
and this continued 
up to the mid-
1950s, with mass 
emigration to 
England, in the 
aftermath of the 
war, becoming the 
norm. 
    With the 
drain of young 
men from the 
countryside 
the sowing of 
crops gradually 

went into decline, despite the arrival of the first modern 
tractors, in the form of ‘The Grey Ferguson’. 
    In November of each year the farmer showed his 
appreciation by hosting what is commonly known as ‘The 
Praty Ball’ with food, dance, music and ample supply of 
porter served in a two-pound jam jar.

 Behan Aggregates and Recycling Ltd is a well 

established, family run business of a third 

generation. Located in Rathcoole County Dublin, 

we have the ability to produce over 5,000 tons of 

quality stone and asphalt per day.

We supply a range of products for the building 

trade including Quality Asphalt and Tarmacadam, 

High Quality P.S.V Chippings, Granular Sub-Base 

Material CL 803/4/8, Hardcore Fill (All Grades) 
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standards to maintain a high quality in service 
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Manufacturers in the extractive industry 

supplying raw materials to the civil and 
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our own distribution of modern trucks and 

plant enables us to provide an efficient, fast 
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delivery schedules.

Our high quality products can be used to meet 

most of the new requirements, however our 

prices remain competitive. Our aggregates carry 

the CE mark and Declarations of Performances 

for every grade of aggregate or fill material. All 

our stone products are pyrite free.

Suppliers of
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• Granular Sub Base Material 
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The presentation in Templemore Garda Training College 
was one of pleasure merged with sadness. It was 

important for 50 retired colleagues to attend the event 
to salute the exceptional bravery of their colleagues, and 
the presentation exhibited the highest regard for the 
recipients of the Scott Medal.
    Charlie Flanagan TD, Minister for Justice and Equality, 
said it was a deeply personal and poignant moment for 
him to be present for the posthumous award of a Gold 
Scott Medal to Garda Michael Clerkin. 
    “His four colleagues – Sgt Jim Cannon, D/Garda Tom 
Peters, D/Garda Ben Thornton and Garda Gerry Bohan 
– who thankfully are still alive to see this day, are also to 
receive Gold Medals,” noted Minister Flanagan.
    In paying tribute, Minister Charlie Flanagan recounted 
the events of the night.  
    “On 16 October 1976 Michael, Tom, Ben, Jim, and 
Gerry were on duty in their local community. Michael was 
just 24 having proudly become a member of An Garda 
Síochána four and a half years earlier. They were not to 
know that later that day they were to be the victims of a 
cowardly plot to lure them to their death.
    “An anonymous telephone call was received in 
Portlaoise Garda Station that a number of armed men had 
gathered in a derelict cottage at Garryhinch, Portarlington 
with the intent to kidnap and kill my late father who at 
that time, as well as representing the Constituency of 
Laois Offaly, was Parliamentary Secretary to a member of 
the Government.”

SHOWN NO MERCY
“A search of the cottage was planned and Michael and 
his colleagues went to search the premises and confront 
the gang. Michael was first to enter the cottage through a 
window. He opened the front door to let his colleague in 
and a bomb exploded killing him instantly and grievously 
wounding his four colleagues. Garda Peters lost his sight 
and suffered severe damage to his hearing that day. No 
warning was given and they were shown no mercy. It was 
a deliberate, heinous and cowardly act.”
    Minister Flanagan said he remembers that night as if it 

MEDALS OF HONOUR 
FOR OUR HEROES

Jim Phelan GSRMA Portlaoise Branch, reports on the presentation of Gold Scott Medals for 
Bravery to James Cannon, Ben Thornton, Tom Peters, Gerard Bohan and Peter Clerkin (on 
behalf of his brother Michel Clerkin), at Templemore Garda Training College last December. 

GOLD SCOTT MEDALS

Recipients of the Gold Scott Medals for Bravery (l-r): Gerry 
Bohan, Peter Clerkin, Tom Peters, Ben Thornton and Jim 
Cannon on 8 December 2017.

Minister for Justice and Equality Charlie Flanagan TD, 
pictured with Peter Clerkin (who accepted the Gold Scott 
Medal on behalf of his brother Michael Clerkin) and 
Deputy Commissioner John Twomey.
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were yesterday. “I was at home in Mountmellick 
with my parents and my three sisters when a call 
was received from the Gardaí. My father came into 
the room and told us that no one was to go out. 
He did not elaborate but from his demeanour, I 
knew something was wrong.
    “At about 11.50pm we were about to go to 
bed when there was a rap on the door and a 
number of Gardaí were there. I remember vividly 
the uniform and plain-clothes Gardaí surrounding 
the house. Some of the Gardaí came in and told 
my father of the awful events that had unfolded.
    “I have never forgotten their courage and 
selflessness on that fateful night and I feel 
enormously privileged to be here today, 41 years 
later as Minister for Justice and Equality, when 
their bravery and sacrifice is being recognised by 
the award of a Gold Scott Medal.
    “Of course, no medal or words of mine could 
ever negate the loss of Michael’s life to his family 
including his brother Peter who is here today, his 
friends and colleagues, or the suffering caused to 

GOLD SCOTT MEDALS FOR 
BRAVERY
The oration was given by Laois Offaly Division 
Chief Supt John Scanlon, before Gold Scott 
Medals were awarded to:
• D/Garda Thomas F. Peters, 13164D, Portlaoise 

Garda Station
• D/Garda Ben Thornton, 16039C, Portlaoise 

Garda Station
• Garda Gerry Bohan, 19244K, Portarlington 

Garda Station
• Sgt James Cannon, 12695M Portarlington 

Garda Station
• Garda Michael Clerkin, 18189G, (RIP) 

Portarlington Garda Station

Tom, Ben, Jim and Gerry. 
    “But I know that today’s award of the Scott Medal is 
hugely important to them as it is a fitting tribute to their 
exceptional personal bravery and commitment to public 
service. On behalf of my family, I would like to offer them 
my heartfelt thanks.”

LOCAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT
“I also wish to acknowledge the support of the local 
community who responded by immediately making their 
way to the scene to assist the Gardaí in rescuing the 
survivors from the debris of the house.
    “There is no doubt but that these were among 
the darkest days in the history of the State. The day 
before the ambush the Supreme Court had upheld the 
constitutionality of the Emergency Powers Act 1976. 
We were in the midst of the Troubles and the State’s 
authorities had to face an unprecedented attack on its 
very existence from paramilitary groups who engaged in a 
long and bloody campaign of terrorist bombing, murder 
and criminality. So many lives were lost and so many 
people were bereaved, needlessly. 
    “In the face of that threat the brave men and women 
of An Garda Síochána, supported by their colleagues in 
the Defence Forces, and by law-abiding communities the 
length and breadth of this country, stood firm in defence 
of this State and of our democracy.
    “Their heroic bravery in our cause puts in sharp 
contrast the ignominious cowardice of those who 
sought to undermine our way of life. Today is testimony 
that the gratitude of the Nation for the valiant acts of 
heroism performed by members of An Garda Síochána in 
protecting the State during those drastic times will endure 

Pictured at the presentation of Gold Scott Medals (l-r): Ben 
Thornton, Gerard Bohan, James Cannon and Peter Clerkin 
(brother of Michael Clerkin).
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PANEL OF FRIENDS GOES NATIONWIDE

At the Central Committee meeting at GSRMA 
House on 25 January 2018, the Committee rolled 
out nationally the Panel of Friends that has been 
piloted in Dublin North Branch over the past two 
years, writes Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President. 
    The experience in Dublin North indicates that 
this service is appreciated and requested by some 
of our members who for many reason feel sad, 
lonely or traumatised by events beyond their control. 
The support of the Panel of Friends is in response 
to identified needs such as bereavement, illness, 
isolation, financial difficulties and relationships.
    A request has gone out to all branches to nominate 
suitable members who are likely to have empathy with 
persons who feel isolated and lonely for whatever 
reason. 
    The Central Committee has booked the Skylon 
Hotel, Druncondra Road, Dublin for a one-day 
induction and information training programme for 
the volunteers, which will include, listening skills, 
confidentiality, reflection, empathy and the role of 
friend. 
    It is intended initially to be available to respond to 

referrals and as 
we get more 
acquainted with 
the scheme to 
move to cold 
calling. The 
dates fixed for 
induction and 
information 
training are 
24-25 April. 
Volunteers will 
attend in two 
groups of 80 
on each day. 
Tea and coffee 
will be available 
at the hotel at 
10.30am on the day you are scheduled to attend and 
the course will commence at 11am. 
    Lunch will be served between 1 and 2 p.m. and 
the course will finish at 4pm to allow our members 
adequate time to get home. Volunteers who wish to 
avail of overnight stay must make their own bookings, 
which will be paid for from local funds.

through the ages in 
the national memory 
and long outlive the 
grubby acts of those 
who dared to take 
their lives.”

COURAGE AND 
DETERMINATION
“On behalf of the 
Government and 
every citizen, I wish 
to thank you, and 
to assure you of our 
gratitude, respect 
and support. As 
we reflect on your 
heroic actions, many 
of us will wonder 
at the source of 
your courage and 
determination to 
take whatever steps 
were required to face 
down criminals or to 
save a life, at great personal risk, when you were called 
upon to do so. 
    “The answer quite simply must be that as a member 

of An Garda 
Síochána, 
courage 
comes 
naturally to 
you. It is part 
of what you 
are, and you 
draw your 
strength and 
courage from 
the people 
you work with 
and from the 
communities 
who support you and stand with you.
    “In conclusion, your awards are testament that the 
bravery and courage you have shown endures, through 
the gratitude of the people whose lives and property you 
took great personal risk to save and protect, and through 
the community you serve holding you in such high regard. 
    “Your bravery serves as a beacon to those who follow 
in your footsteps and honours the proud tradition of An 
Garda Síochána of being the first to respond without fear 
for their own safety, to our calls for help when our safety 
is threatened. It is because of you that, despite the many 
challenges that we face as a country, we are still blessed 
to live in a democracy,” concluded Minister Flanagan.

The medals presentation was one 
of “pleasure merged with sadness”, 
for Jim Phelan GSRMA Portlaoise 
Branch.

Frank Fitzpatrick

GOLD SCOTT MEDALS
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Supports for adult 
learners, including 

information, are essential. 
Learners return to 
education for many 
different reasons: to learn 
something new, to get a 
job, to make friends or 
because they want to get a 
qualification.
    AONTAS is Ireland’s 
national adult learning 
organisation. As well as providing information to adults 
who are looking to return to education, we promote the 
value and benefits of adult learning, and advocate on 
behalf of the sector. 
    As an independent, NGO AONTAS has nearly 500 
members nationwide. We do not directly provide courses 
to learners but many of our members do – including 
Education and Training Boards (ETBs). 
    Last year over 500 adults contacted the AONTAS 
Freephone Helpline looking for information on their 
adult learning options. It is estimated that more than 
300,000 Irish adults take part in a range of education and 
training programmes every year throughout the country 
and these courses range across literacy, basic education, 
skills training, access and higher education and personal 
development programmes.

POSITIVE EXPERIENCES
We hear from many adult learners about their positive 
experiences of returning to learning. Wider benefits 
include gaining qualifications and skills but also personal, 
social and cultural development. Learners often report 
increased confidence and improved mental health as 
other benefits.
    The wealth of options available can offer people 
the opportunity to experience learning in a supportive 
community based environment, to undertake short-term 
courses, to gain qualifications in further education and 
training or progress to third level education.
    However, with so much choice available it can be 
difficult to find the most suitable option. Help is at hand 
to support adults to navigate their way whether it’s from 

a local education centre open day, 
Freephone Helpline, or through an 
Adult Guidance Service, there are 
accessible ways to find out what 
opportunities are out there.

WHERE TO START
Making a decision about a course 
can be difficult, whether you want 
to improve your employment 
opportunities, to pursue a hobby 
or interest or because you were 

previously unable to complete your formal education.
    The Adult Education Guidance Service based in your 
local ETB may also be able to help you. They can provide 
information on what’s available within your local area and 
meet with you to decide what course is right for you. For 
contact details visit www.onestepup.ie. Its calendar of 
events can also direct you to an open day in your area.

RIGHT COURSE CHOICE
There are a wide range of Further Education and Training 
(FET) options available. For more information visit the new 
Further Education & Training Course Hub (FETCH) website 
at www.fetchcourses.ie.
    Qualifax.ie is the largest course database in Ireland, 
with course information offered by a range of providers 
at different levels. You can browse courses by subject, 
provider, county and qualification. Information from short 
courses to third level options are available. Visit www.
qualifax.ie for more information. 
    Also check out your local library, family resource centre 
or community centre to see what type of options are 
available in your local community. 
    For a free ‘One Step Up’ Information Booklet on what 
education and training options are on offer download a 
free copy from www.onestepup.ie or call the Freephone 
Helpline 1800-303-669 for a hard copy book. 
    For adults looking for further education and training 
options, the ‘One Step Up’ website www.onestepup.
ie details learning opportunities available in Ireland. For 
more information about AONTAS visit www.aontas.com 
and follow us on Twitter @aontas or Facebook 
www.facebook.com/AONTASAdultlearning/.

AONTAS 

ADULT LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES IN IRELAND

Every year many adults begin their journey back to education. For someone who has had a 
past negative educational experience, or has been out of formal education for a long time, 
it can be a daunting step. However, there are many course options available to suit all levels.
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DROWNING RESEARCH 
PARTNERSHIP

The immediate aim of the new partnership between the Lifesaving Foundation and WIT’s 
School of Health Sciences is to reduce drowning death numbers through researching the 
concept of self-rescue in life-threatening situations. This will be undertaken in co-operation 
with An Garda Síochána and the GSRMA. 

The new drowning research partnership between 
Waterford Institute of Technology’s School of 

Health Sciences and the Lifesaving Foundation, which 
was launched in early February, was attended by Matt 
Cosgrave, GSRMA President, and representatives from the 
Garda Water Unit, Waterford Marine Search and Rescue, 
Irish Naval Service and Waterford Fire Service. 
    At the official launch in February, WIT President Prof 
Willie Donnelly, commended the work of the Lifesaving 
Foundation to date and added that the Institute looks 
forward to developing world-class drowning research 
including priority areas such as self-rescue. Prof 
Donnelly added that the new partnership demonstrates 
the diversity and impact of research topics that WIT 
researchers work on with a wide variety of organisations. 
    Prof John Wells, Dean of WIT’s School of Health 
Sciences, welcomed the new partnership and said that 
the Institute’s research capability combined with the 
Lifesaving Foundation’s drowning expertise would make 
for a symbiotic relationship benefitting all at risk from 
drowning worldwide.
    Other keynote speakers included Prof Joost Bierens 
(Editor of ‘The Handbook on Drowning’ from The 
Netherlands) and Dr Stathis Avramidis (The Hellenic 
Centre for Disease Control in Athens), Deirdre Doherty 
(daughter of the late Commissioner Eamonn Doherty), 
Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President, and Garda Lorcan 
Byrne from the Garda Síochána Water Unit.
    “This research partnership between WIT and the 
Lifesaving Partnership heralds the development of 
combining the experience and knowledge of those at the 
coalface with an experienced research team. 
    “This will enable a growing understanding of the issues 
of lifesaving, the exploration of international research and 
developments in the area and the possibility of improved 
outcomes for us all,” according to GSRMA President Matt 
Cosgrave.

SELF-RESCUE CONCEPT
Initial funding will be provided through the Doherty Police 
Research Fund, established in memory of the late Garda 
Commissioner Eamonn Doherty. The long-term aim is 

Pictured at the launch of the drowning research 
partnership were (l-r): Garda Lorcan Byrne, Garda Water 
Unit; Inspector Michael Cleary (Retired); Deirdre Doherty, 
daughter of the late Garda Commissioner Eamonn 
Doherty; Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President, and Garda 
Brian Moore of the Garda Water Unit.

to establish a permanent world class drowning research 
centre at WIT. 
    Commissioner Doherty is best known for his successful 
recommendation to transfer air sea rescue services from 
the Air Corps to The Irish Coast Guard. 
    A hundred years ago, when Ireland’s population was 
two and a half million, the number of drowning deaths 
was over 200. Today, with a population close to five 
million, the number is just over 100. 
    Lifesaving Foundation Secretary John Connolly 
explained that up to now drowning research has 
been conducted on an ‘ad hoc’ one-off basis. “The 
Foundation’s board decided that it was time to put 
structure on its research and they were delighted 
to do this in partnership with Waterford Institute of 
Technology,” he noted. The Foundation presented a large 
number of drowning books to the WIT Library as the start 
of a major drowning research resource.
    Public donations can now be made to the Garda 
Commissioner Eamonn Doherty Police Research Fund, 
Bank of Ireland, Lisduggan, Waterford IBAN: IE44 BOFI 
9062 1664 7000 06.

RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP
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STATE PENSION (CONTRIBUTORY)

When can I qualify for the State Pension? Qualifying 
age for State Pension (Contributory) is currently 66 years 
of age but will rise to 67 on 1 January 2021 and to 68 on 
1 January 2028.

Can I get the Old Age Pension as well? No. State 
Pension Contributory is a new name for the Old Age 
Contributory Pension courtesy of former Minister Seamus 
Brennan who decided in 2006 that he wasn’t happy with 
the original name.

Is it means tested? No. But it is subject to income tax.

How can I qualify?
In order to qualify for State Pension (Contributory) a 
person needs to satisfy two conditions:
(i) Have paid a minimum of 520 PRSI contributions at 
either class ‘A’ or ordinary (as an employee) or class ‘S’ (as 
a self-employed person), and
(ii) Have a minimum average of 10 contributions (which 
may comprise either paid or credited contributions) per 
year, to qualify for minimum rate. Credited contributions 
are reckonable for averaging purposes only but will not 
satisfy the first condition. 

In the case of public servants including Gardaí, nurses 
and local authority employees who paid a combination of 
full rate and modified contributions (i.e. class B, C or D) 
the conditions specified at (i) above, for receipt of State 
Pension (Contributory) can be satisfied IN EITHER OF TWO 
WAYS:
(a) By paying the requisite 520 class ‘A’ or ‘S’ 
contributions; or 
(b) By paying a minimum of 260 class ‘A’ or ‘S’ 
contributions.   

In scenario (b) the balance of the 520 can be made up 
from the persons modified record, provided of course 
that they have more than 260 modified (B, C or D) 
contributions paid.
By paying (a) the minimum 520 class ‘A’ or ‘S’ 
contributions you can qualify for what I will refer to as 

a normal rules pension, and (b) where a person has over 
260 class ‘A’ or ‘S’ contributions but less than 520 they 
can qualify for a mixed contribution or pro-rata pension. 
It is ONLY in determining the amount of pro-rata pension 
payable that the Garda stamps are included.  

What are credited contributions?
A credit is regarded for averaging purposes as the 
equivalent of a paid stamp; however:
* They are reckonable only for averaging and will not 
count towards the 260 or 520 requirement.
* Important:  Most of you will have been told on your pre-

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Kevin Kelly provides the answers to a range of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
concerning the rules and regulations of the State Pension (Contributory), and outlines the 
conditions under which members may qualify for this pension.

CONTRIBUTORY STATE 
PENSION

Kevin Kelly
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retirement course about the need to sign for credits when 
not working.  However it is important to note that credits 
are awarded at the equivalent of the last stamp paid.  So 
if the last stamp paid is a modified B/C/D then the credits 
will only be class B/C/D credits and are useful only for 
Widows/ Widowers/Survivors Pension.  
    Ideally one needs to get a few weeks work in the 
private sector getting on a few class A stamps before 
starting to sign for credits.  In that way your credits will be 
reckonable for averaging purposes and also in calculating 
the amount of pro-rata pension where you have less than 
520 paid.

What about change of 
status credits and what 
are they? Change of status 
credits are awarded where a 
person changes from paying 
modified contributions to 
class ‘A’ only. No change of 
status credits are awardable 
where you change from 
paying modified contributions 
to class S.  They are awarded 
in respect of part of the year 
where you start paying class A and for the whole of the 
previous year.  

Example: Retire September 2014; pay a few class ‘A’ 
contributions say in December you will get 48 change 
of status credits from January to November plus 52 for 
previous year.   Alternatively retire January 2014; get 
you first ‘A’ contribution in say February; you’ll get say 4 
change so status credits in respect of 2014 (depending on 
start date) and 52 for previous year.

How is the average worked out? The average is 
effectively the span of your working life from date of 
entry into insurance (i.e. the date you paid your first 
stamp) to the end of December in the year before you 
reach pension age. 

Am I being penalised for having worked before I 
joined the Gardaí? Following legislative changes in 1991 
the date of entry into insurance is determined by the date 
the person pays their first social insurance contribution 
irrespective of what class of contribution is paid. There are 
a few exceptions to this rule.                                  

Are my Garda stamps counted in working out how 
much I can get? Not in any case where you have 520 
or more paid contributions. It is ONLY in determining the 
amount of pro-rata pension payable that the Garda or 
other modified stamps are included (i.e. where the person 
has over 260 but less than 520 class A/S contributions 
paid but see below).   

How much can I get? 
Well that depends….Where a person has a minimum 
of 520 class A/S the amount of pension payable will 
range from a minimum of €95.20 per week if the yearly 
average is between 10 - 14, rising to €238.30 per week 
if the yearly average is 48 or over but people with mixed 
insurance history won’t reach this level.  
    The majority qualify for the €95.20 rate with some 
climbing into the next band €155.20 and a very few 
qualifying for €202.80. 

CONTRIBUTORY RATES
(NOTE: There are currently six rate bands)

The increase for the qualified adult only applies if one’s 
spouse/civil partner has no pension or less than €310 per 
week income/pension. Where the spouse/civil partner 
has less than €100 per week the rates shown above 
are applicable. Where they have over €100 but less 
than€310 a sliding scale applies.

What happens where I have less than 520 class A or 
S contributions? In the case of public servants including 
Gardaí, nurses and local authority employees who paid 
a combination of full rate and modified contributions 
and have at least 260 class A/S contributions the balance 
of the 520 can be made up from the persons modified 
record provided of course that they have at least 260 
modified contributions paid.
    Where a person has over 260 class A or S contributions 
but less than 520 they can qualify for a mixed 
contribution or pro-rata pension. 
    In this case ALL contributions are counted to determine 
what is referred to as the notional rate. The notional rate 
is the rate that would have applied if all stamps were class 
A/S. 
    To this notional rate a formula is applied to determine 
the actual rate payable. Effectively the purpose of the 
exercise is to calculate your private sector employment as 
a proportion of your entire working life.

Average 
number of 

contributions

Pension rate 
payable (personal 

rate only) from 
10/03/2017

Increase for Qualified 
Adult Under 66 with 
income of LESS than 

€100 per week

Increase for Qualified 
Adult age 66 or over 
with income of LESS 
than €100 per week

48 or more €238.30 158.80 213.50

40 – 47 €233.60 151.00 202.80

30 – 39 €214.20 143.80 192.50

20 – 29 €202.80 134.50 181.10

15 – 19 €155.20 103.50 138.70

10 – 14 €95.20 63.10 85.90
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STATE PENSION (CONTRIBUTORY)

Formula for determining the rate of pro-rata 
pension:
(a) Count all class A/S contributions and credits; 
(b) Count all modified contributions;  
(c) Add together to get the grand total; 
(d) Divide by the span of ones working life to get the 
average which gives us the notional rate.

Take the notional rate and multiply by the total class A/S 
contributions/credits and divide by the grand total of class 
A/S/credits and modified contributions to get actual rate 
payable. There is a lot of controversy on the radio that 
suggests that if a person only ever worked for ten years 
paying class ‘A’ PRSI they could qualify for the full rate 
of pension based on their 520 contributions paid over a 
shorter working life (i.e. 10 years). 
    A Garda retiring aged 50 years could work and pay 
class ‘A’ PRSI for say 14 years and only be entitled to 
a reduced rate pension, while someone else taking up 
employment before aged 56 could qualify for the full rate 
of pension of €238.30 per week after only 10 years of 
class ‘A’ contributions. How can this happen?
    Very few people are likely to enter insurance JUST 
before reaching age 56 and have the requisite 520 and 
qualify for full rate.  An example might be a person who 
emigrated in their youth BUT NEVER WORKED in this 
country in a summer job or indeed work of any kind; 
spent their life abroad and the returned and got a job 
here just before their 56 birthday, having never been 
insured before. However, the numbers of such people are 
very few indeed.
    The primary thrust of this debate relates to women 
who were out of the workforce for protracted periods of 
time looking after children but there is a scheme called 
the Homemakers scheme to deal with this.  However the 
homemakers’ scheme was only introduced only in 1994 
and would require another assignment to explain in detail.
    If class ‘B’ PRSI is of no benefit towards qualifying for 
a pension then why is it and the entire period of working 
life being used to discriminate against those who choose 
to take up employment after their Garda career?
    Class B contributions are only factored in where a 
member fails to meet the requisite 520 requirement and 
only become reckonable in determining the amount 
of pro-rata pension payable in such cases. As regards 
the divisor for averaging purposes, the 1991 changes 
adverted to earlier in this article are pertinent.
    I understand that the last six months of PRSI 
contributions before qualifying for a pension are 
disregarded from the qualifying equations. Why? Not 
entirely correct. The period used for averaging purposes is 
from the year of entry into insurance (when you pay your 
first stamp irrespective of class of contribution) up to the 
end of December in the year immediately preceding the 
year that one attains pension age – you count the years. 
This figure is used for averaging purposes.

    On the other hand in a case where a member is a few 
contributions short of the 520 at the end of December in 
the year preceding the one in which s/he attains pension 
age any class A contributions paid in the months of the 
year up to actual pension age will be factored in, to get 
them over the line (provided they have enough by that 
date – i.e. 520).
    I understand the Government is examining the 
“qualifying period” rule and proposes more changes in 
2021.  What effect will these changes have?
 
Post 2020 proposals: Changes are proposed for 2020 
under the National Pensions Framework. BUT THE DETAIL 
IS NOT YET FINALISED AS THESE PROPOSED CHANGES 
HAVE NOT YET BEEN LEGISLATED FOR.  
    What is known is that there is a ‘PROPOSAL’ for what 
is referred to as a total contributions pension to replace 
the current averaging system which means that the rate 
payable would be proportional to the number of paid and 
credited contributions over a person’s working life.  
    Under this proposal 30 years of contributions/credits 
will qualify a person for a full state pension with minimum 
being paid where the person had 10 years contributions 
increasing by a further one-thirtieth for each year in 
excess of 10. 

Please Note: The forgoing information has been 
available on both the Department and the Citizens 
Information websites for quite some time but has 
been taken down lately. This appears to follow 
on from the Minister’s recent announcement 
regarding the NEW Total Contributions Approach 
(TCA) following the furore in the media in regard 
to people who were out of the workforce for a 
period while engaged on home-caring duties which 
may have implications for the foregoing.  The 
principal difference is that the NEW TCA is spread 
over 40 years. Further details on the NEW Total 
Contributions Approach will be published in the 
summer issue of Síocháin.
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The man in question was Paddy ‘Fox’ Collins who 
acquired the nickname because of his hair colour, but 

a match report in ‘The Cork Examiner’ on one occasion 
suggested that he could equally have been entitled to the 
name because of his cuteness on the hurling field.   
    Paddy was a son of Thomas Collins of Old Croghan 
which is in Rhode parish in Offaly; the very place where 
the Iron Age remains of Old Croghan man, now on 
display in the National Museum, were unearthed in a bog 
in 2003.  His mother was Mary Kate Morgan from just 
across the county boundary in Co Westmeath.
    Thomas, who was born in1864, joined the Royal Irish 
Constabulary in 1886 and as a young constable served in 
a number of stations in Leinster. Shortly after his marriage 
in 1899 he was transferred to Kinsale in Cork and it was 
here that Paddy was born in 1903 but while he was still 
a boy his father was transferred to Carrigtohill and from 
there to Cork city.  On completing his primary education, 
he attended North Monastery Christian Brothers’ College. 
    He showed an early interest and ability in all sports but 
particularly hurling and in North Mon he blossomed and 
in 1919 at the age of 16 he was one of their star players 
when the college won its first Dr Harty Cup beating 
Cistercian College Roscrea in the final. 
    While the Cistercian College is situated in Offaly, not 
far from the town of Roscrea, at that time its teams, in 
all codes, played in Munster competitions.  However, it 
has now rightly returned to Leinster and in fact Roscrea 
won the Leinster Senior Cup in rugby in 2015.  On leaving 
North Mon. Fox took up employment as a spray painter in 
Ford’s in Cork and remained there all his working life. 

COUNTY MINOR CHAMPS
In 1921 he joined Glen Rovers and in 1922 he won 
county minor championships, with Glen Rovers in Hurling 
and with its sister club St Nicholas in football. He was 
already aged 19 but he was not illegal as the age limit for 
minors in Cork at that time was under 19 on 1 January.

    Up to 1939 each 
county board was free 
to set the minor age 
limit within the county. 
It was only in that year 
that Central Council set 
the minor age limit at 
18 years and organised 
inter county minor 
competitions.
    In the early 1920s 
Glen Rovers was a lowly 
junior club winning the 
junior championship in 

1924 and the Intermediate in 1925.  Fox was one of the 
team’s stalwarts and was rewarded in 1928 when called 
into the Cork Senior panel. He was the first Glen Rovers 
man to play for the county. He went on to win two All 
Irelands. 
    He played in the first round of the Munster 
Championship in 1928 but did not feature on the field of 
play in the All Ireland Final when Cork defeated Galway 
and, therefore, did not receive a medal. At that time only 
18 medals were awarded to All Ireland champions, fifteen 
for the players and three for the subs. 
    The following year he was a constant on the team, 
playing at left corner back when Cork again beat Galway. 
The referee was Sean Robbins from Offaly. The 1931 All-

SPORTING HEROES

CORK’S STAR HURLER 
OF OFFALY DESCENT

It may have taken Offaly 97 years from the 
foundation of the GAA to win a Senior 
Hurling Championship but a man of Offaly 
parentage won two Celtic Crosses as 
early as 1929 and 1931, writes Carthage 
Minnock.
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Ireland goes down in 
history as it took three 
games to separate 
Cork and Kilkenny. The 
first game was played 
on 6 September and 
ended in a draw. 
    The replay was on 
11 October and again 
the two teams could 
not be separated.  
Offaly’s Sean Robbins 
was again the man 
with the whistle in 
both these games.     
    After the replay 
at a meeting of 
central council it was 
proposed that the 
medals be halved and 
that both teams get a 
set of half medals. The 
motion was defeated 
and the third game, 
which was played on 
1 November, was won 
by Cork by ten points.

RECOGNITION FOR THE BEST
It is only fair to point out that the great Lory Maher, who 
starred in the first two games, was unable to play in 
that game because of injury. Fox manned the left corner 
back position in all three games. He also won a National 
League medal in 1930 and he was on the Munster team 
for three years winning a Railway Cup medal in 1931.
    This was an era when only the very best in each 
province gained such recognition.  He was selected in the 
Ireland team for the Tailteann Games in 1932. He retired 
from inter county hurling in 1938 at the age of 35 and 
became a senior selector three years later.  During his time 
in that capacity from 1941 to 1954 Cork won six All-
Irelands.  It was only fitting that in 1988 he was honoured 
with the GAA all time All Star award.  
    Fox had been captain of Glen Rovers from 1926 to 
1934 and that year he declined the offer of captaincy 
saying that a new leader might bring them luck. How 
right he was for the club went on to win the next eight 
Cork senior championships, from 1934 to 1941.
    Fox retired in 1940 having won seven. He had a keen 
interest in art and in recognition of his service to club and 
county the Cork board bestowed on him the honour of 
allowing him to design a senior hurling championship 
medal.  
    The genes were good and Fox passed on his hurling 
ability to the next generation.  His son Tom was also a 
Glen Rovers player. He played minor and under 21 with 

Cork winning Munster Championships but was beaten in 
both All Irelands by Kilkenny and he featured in a number 
of games with Cork Seniors. With his club he won two All 
Irelands. 
    On St Patrick’s Day 1973 the Glen beat Offaly 
champions St Rynagh’s in the final and in 1977 they 
overcame Camross of Laois.

ONE OF NATURE’S GENTLEMEN
Fox passed away on 17 February 1995 at his daughter’s 
residence in Wales. He was within two months of his 
92nd birthday. For many years he was the last surviving 
member of the 1931 All Ireland winning team. 
    The Cork Examiner reported on his death under the 
heading, “Death of Legendary Cork Hurler”. On 21 
February he was buried in St Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork 
after Mass in the Church of the Annunciation, Blackpool, 
celebrated by Canon Crowley who described Fox as “one 
of nature’s gentlemen”.
    The graveside oration was scripted by former Taoiseach 
Jack Lynch, a team mate at Glen Rovers from 1935 to 
1940. Jack was too ill to attend the funeral and his eulogy 
was read by Club chairman Mick Lane. 
    Jack stated that when he was growing up Fox “was a 
model for all of us youngsters in the north side of Cork” 
and went on to say “he was our hero”. He described him 
as his “idol” in his youth. Can one pay any greater tribute 
to a person than to say that he was the idol of a man who 
later became the Prime Minister of his country?

Paddy ‘Fox’ Collins received an All-Star Award in 1988.



The Curator of the Garda Museum, Sergeant 
Martin Drew, who welcomed guests to the 

launch of the DMP and Garda Personnel Registers, 
explained that the occasion was the digital 
recording of old Garda registers, in association 
with UCD Digital Library. 
    The launch included speeches from Acting 
Commissioner Dónall Ó Cualáin, Associate 
Librarian of UCD Library Carmel Ó Sullivan and 
Diarmaid Ferriter, Professor of Modern Irish History 
at UCD and at UCD School of History.
    The newly-released digitised volumes includes 
the first 252 pages of the DMP General Register 
which contains 12,567 entries from 1837 to 
1925. The second volume the Civic Guard (Garda 
Síochána) Temporary Register contains a register 
of recruitment for applicants from February 1922 
to September 1924, as well as a separate record 
of members who joined from Oriel House. 
    Both registers, which are publicly accessible 
thanks to UCD Library, UCD Digital Library and 
the Garda Museum and Archives, can be accessed 
through the UCD Digital Library’s website.
    The Registers are crucial sources, of course, 
for the history of policing in this state, but by 
extension they are crucial sources for the social 
history of Ireland, noted Prof Ferriter in his 
address. 
    This event was attended by historians, members 
of the Garda Síochána, and descendants of those 
recorded in the registers, highlights the efforts of 
UCD Library, An Garda Síochána and members 
of the public to preserve and make accessible an 
important piece of Irish history.

Photos courtesy of Garda Cathriona Grace, Garda 
Technical Bureau.

GARDA PERSONNEL 
REGISTERS GO 

DIGITAL
The launch of the digital records of old DMP and Garda Personnel Registers took place at 
Dublin Castle on 29 January 2018. GSRMA President Mathias Cosgrave, who attended the 
event on behalf of the GSRMA, and at the invitation of Sergeant Martin Drew, Curator of 
the Garda Museum, provides this report.

Seated (l-r): Aine Broy, Paul Smyth and Joan Broy. Standing (l-r): 
Allison Bohan and John Duffy.

Pictured at the launch of the Garda Personnel Register on 
29 January in Dublin Castle

GSRMA President Mathias Cosgrave and Acting Commissioner 
Dónall Ó Cualáin.

GSRMA Dublin North Branch members Paul Smyth, Willie 
Stratford, and Eddie O’Donovan.

GARDA REGISTERS
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FLY-FISHING CHAMPIONSHIP

This international event was contested by teams 
representing England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 

Ireland and Ireland. The Garda team is selected through a 
rigorous selection process involving give qualifying events, 
hotly contested over several months by way of the Trout 
and salmon Angling Associations competitions. 
    The final team selection comprised of the best Garda 
Trout anglers from all over the country.  This contingent 
comprised of 14 anglers, it just so happened that the 
2017 team comprised of eight serving and six retired 
members of An Garda Síochána.
    This is a great representation from retired members 
and the Garda Trout and Salmon anglers have great 
representation and participation from retired members of 
the force. 
    The PSNI selected Lough Erne, Co. Fermanagh as the 
venue – a large and daunting expanse of water, which 
offered extreme challenges to those who wouldn’t be 
fishing it often. With only a few of the team members 
ever having fished this lake previously, it was necessary to 
prepare properly.
    Before the event the natural favourites of course 
would have been the PSNI and information in regards 
to fishing techniques and working flies was extremely 
hard to garnish. The team captain for this event was 
Cavan angling supremo, and recently-retired Monaghan 
Divisional Clerk, Dessie McEntee.
    The extremely capable Dessie was in a position to 
extract valuable information from some of the local 
contacts made over his vast angling career, and organised 
practice days with Boatmen in order for other Garda 
teammates to experience the lake and its fishing before 

FIVE NATIONS 
CHAMPIONSHIP

GARDAÍ ‘ERNE’ THEIR 
STRIPES 

The Garda Trout and Salmon Anglers, comprising of both serving and retired members of 
the Force achieved a momentous victory in the ‘Police 5 Nations Fly-Fishing Championship, 
which was held at the end of the season last year at Lough Erne, Co. Fermanagh.

Garda fly-fishing Captain Dessie McEntee is presented with 
the ‘Police 5 Nations Championship’ trophy by PSNI Supt 
Jane Humphries.
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the final.  
    The final event was fished over two days from the 
salubrious Lusty Beg Hotel Accommodation directly on 
the lake in extremely comfortable surroundings. The five 
teams and their managers arrived two nights before the 
final and were allowed to practice on the lake testing out 
various techniques and methods. The accommodation 
and facilities provided by the PSNI was exceptional and 
they are to be highly complemented for hosting this event 
in such an exemplary fashion.
    When it came to the day of the final the Garda Team 
looked out on Lough Erne to see good wet-fly conditions 
with a reasonable wind and chop in the water allowing 
for the type of fishing in which the Irish excel. 
    These events are fished on a catch and release basis 
with the boatman measuring the trout and providing it 
being good enough the measure is logged and recorded.  
At the end of the session there was no idea as to who 
had done enough to claim victory.  
    A Gala Dinner was served later that evening and a 
tense reverse order result announcement was delivered. 
On this occasion the wooden spoon was awarded to our 
English counterparts. Surprisingly Wales and Northern 
Ireland finished nest with Scotland announced as runners 
up. 
    The Irish Garda team had arisen victorious for the first 
time in this particular event amid great joy and celebration 
richly deserved.  PSNI Superintendent Jane Humphries was 
present to award the victorious captains the % Nations 

Trophy and winners’ medals to the Garda Team. 
    The victorious men who represented Ireland in this 
event were Dessie McEntee, (Captain) Aidan Kelly, 
Michael Bradley, Michael McGauran, John Donohoe, Paul 
Agnew, Diarmuid O’Donovan, Peter McGuinness, Declan 
Conlon, Vinny O’Connell, Christy Reilly, Gerry Feeney, Bob 
Bradley and Seamus Kelly.
    The 2018 event will be hosted by An Garda Síochána 
on the mighty Lough Corrib next September. Qualifying 
events to gain places on this team will be ongoing 
throughout the early part of this year’s season and will as 
always be hotly contested. 
    Next September 70 competitors and officials will be 
on the crest of a wave on the Corrib and the Irish Garda 
team fully intends to vigorously defend the 5 Nations title 
on home water.
    The Association has a fleet of 19’ Lake Boats moored 
at 5 Trout Lakes in Lough Lene (Westmeath), Lough Owel, 
Lough Corrib, Lough Mask and Lough Conn.  These are 
quintessentially five great trout waters and the club has 
a boat moored at each. In addition, the club has a boat 
moored at Lough Carrowmore, Bangor Erris Co. Mayo, 
probably the best Salmon and Seatrout Lough in Western 
Europe.

Any serving or retired Garda who is interested in joining 
the Garda Trout and Salmon Anglers can do so by 
contacting Club Secretary Phil Donoghue at Craughwell 
Garda Station Co. Galway on 091-876320. 

Back Row (l-r): Aidan Kelly, Mick Bradley, Mick McGauran, John Donohoe, Paul Agnew, Diarmuid O’Donovan, Peter 
McGuinness and Declan Conlon. Front Row (l-r): Vinny O’Connell, Christy Reilly, Gerry Feeney, Dessie McEntee 
(captain) Bob Bradley, (best Garda rod) and Seamus Kelly.
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The Irish War of Independence began 
with the shooting dead of Constables 

McDonnell and O’Connell at Soloheadbeg, Co. 
Tipperary on 21 January 1919. The war, but 
not the killings, ended with the declaration of 
a truce on 19 July 1921.
    Three RIC members were killed in County 
Wexford during the course of the War of 
Independence. Constable William Jones was 
killed outside a public house in Bunclody, 
allegedly because of his overbearing behaviour, 
by an IRA active service unit. 
    Constable Frederick H. Defree was shot 
near Inch, on the northern side of Gorey, 
when he and a party of RIC men, on bicycles, 
intercepted a group of IRA men attempting 
to place a bomb under the road with the 
intention of exploding the bomb under a 
Crossley Tender carrying RIC men.
    The third RIC man killed in Wexford during 
the conflict was District Inspector Percival Lea 
Wilson who was based at the RIC Barracks in 
Gorey town. There was no element of chance 
attached to the killing of Lea Wilson. His killing 
was a well-planned execution.
    Percival Lea Wilson was born in the 
prosperous Kensington area of London in 
1887. His grandfather, Samuel Wilson, had 
been Mayor of London in 1837. Percival was 
educated in Winchester College in London and 
then in the New College of Oxford University 
and he graduated from Oxford in 1909 with a 
BA in History. 
    He enlisted, as a cadet, in the RIC in 1910 
and his first posting was as a District Inspector 

THE MURDER OF 
DISTRICT INSPECTOR 

LEA WILSON
There was no element of chance attached to the murder of District Inspector Percival Lea 
Wilson during the War of Independence. The killing of Lea Wilson, who third RIC man 
killed in Wexford, was a well-planned execution, writes Tom Miller, Central Committee 
Member from Wexford Branch, as he outlines the consequences of English arrogance, Irish 
vengeance and the discovery of an Italian masterpiece.

WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

District Inspector Lea Wilson was only 33 years of age when he met 
his death near the railway bridge on the Ballycanew road in Gorey 
(Photo supplied by Jim Herlihy).
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(3d Class) at Woodford in 
Galway. He moved from 
Woodford to Charleville in 
Co. Cork and there he met 
and married, in 1914, a 
solicitor’s daughter, Marie 
Monica Ryan.
    Lea Wilson, like many 
other RIC men, enlisted 
in the British Army during 
the course of World War 
One and fought on the 
Western Front in France 
and in Belgium, during the 
course of that conflict. He 
was back in Dublin, with his 
regiment – The Royal Irish 
Rifles – at the time of the 
Easter Rising in 1916. 

ABUSIVE TOWARDS 
PRISONERS 
On Saturday 28 April 1916 
Lea Wilson was in charge 
of 250 recently-surrendered 
prisoners, from the Four 
Courts and the GPO, in 
the garden in front of the 
Rotunda Hospital. Wilson 
was agitated and there 
were suggestions that he 
may have had drink taken. 
He was abusive to the 
prisoners and, in particular, 
to Thomas Clarke and to 
Sean McDiarmada. 
    There are witness 
statements in the archives at Cathal Brugha Barracks, 
Rathmines strongly indicating that he had Clarke stripped 
on the steps of the Rotunda Hospital. Included among the 
250 prisoners that Lea Wilson had under his control in 
the garden of the Rotunda were Michael Collins and Liam 
Tobin. 
    Collins, allegedly, said outside the Rotunda, in relation 
to Lea Wilson “get that man’s name”. Lea Wilson’s 
treatment of his prisoners and his condescending attitude 
towards them was to lead to his own death in Gorey 
town, just over four years later.
    Lea Wilson went back to France, with his regiment, 
after the 1916 rebellion and, having been restored to his 
position as District Inspector in the RIC, was allocated 
to Gorey Station in 1917. He rented a house, known as 
Westwood, at the Avenue in Gorey and he lived there 
with Marie.
    Edward Balfe, an officer in the Enniscorthy Company 
of the IRA, in his witness statement says that Lea Wilson 

WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

After Lea Wilson’s death, his wife Marie commissioned a Harry Clarke window and 
had it installed in the church where her husband’s funeral had taken place. There is a 
companion Harry Clarke window in the same church. (Photos supplied by Tony Fagan)

was unduly officious when the RIC carried out searches 
in the Gorey area, but his period as District Inspector 
there appears to have been, mostly, non-controversial. His 
treatment of the prisoners in the grounds of the Rotunda 
had not been forgotten!
    Liam Tobin, now the leader of Michael Collins’ 
infamous “Cairo Gang” had been one of Lea Wilson’s 
prisoners outside the Rotunda. He and another member 
of the terror team, Frank Thornton, arrived in Enniscorthy 
in June 1920 and they had vengeance on their minds! It 
is not clear whether Tobin was acting on his own initiative 
or on the direction of Collins’. There are suggestions that 
the latter was the case.

MISSION TO EXECUTE LEA WILSON
Sean Whelan, St Senan’s, Enniscorthy was a Captain in 
the IRA in Enniscorthy in June 1920. He was informed by 
his O/C, Eamonn Balfe that he, with Michael Sinnott and 
Joe McMahon, a native of Kilmaley, Co. Clare had been 
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chosen to go to Gorey, with Tobin and Thornton and their 
mission was to execute Lea Wilson. 
    The radicalising and coarsening effect that war has on 
the individual is demonstrated in Whelan’s statement to 
the Bureau of Military History in which he states that he 
was initially nervous when told that he had been chosen 
for a mission but that he “felt his fear vanish” when he 
was informed that he was to be part of a group selected 
to murder Lea Wilson.
    The targeting of the District Inspector had begun on 
8 June 1920, or possibly before that date; for on the 8th 
Liam O’Leary, 8 Main St, Enniscorthy had been called to 
a meeting, in Enniscorthy, with Tobin and Thornton, and 
was informed that Lea Wilson was to be executed.   
    O’Leary was directed to go to Gorey on his bicycle 
and find out what he could about the movements of 
Lea Wilson. He reported back to Tobin and Thornton 
on the same night and it appears that his mission may 
not have been very successful as he says, a little later in 
his statement, “Liam Tobin was the only one who could 

recognise the District Inspector”.
    Tobin, Thornton, Whelan and McMahon were driven 
to Gorey by Volunteer Mick Sinnott on Monday 13 June 
1920. They planned to intercept Lea Wilson at Gorey 
Railway Station as he collected his mail. He did not turn 
up at the railway station and the five men drove to the 
seaside resort of Courtown Harbour and they were 
relaxing near the sea when a Crossley tender, with eight 
or nine RIC on board, came into their view. 
    Lea Wilson got out of the cab of the tender and went 
into a pub, he exited a short time later, and the tender 
then drove back towards Gorey. The following day the 
murder squad met Lea Wilson, with other RIC men driving 
through the street in Gorey and later on the same day out 
driving, with his wife, in a pony and trap. The men had 
orders not to kill Lea Wilson while he was with his wife.
    On Tuesday 15 June, Tobin, Thornton and their 
comrades were again keeping an eye on the railway 
station in Gorey when Lea Wilson, in civilian attire, and 
Constable O’Donnell arrived to collect the mail.

Caravaggio’s ‘The Taking of Christ’ has been on display in the National Gallery since 1993.

WAR OF INDEPENDENCEEP Lynam Properties Ltd
Family run Business

Over 50 years’ experience building residential quality homes

New development commencing in 2018

Castlefield Hall , Link Road, Clonsilla

Mix of 3 and 4 bedroomed “A” rated semi –detached/detached homes

Expertise & Attention to detail have been a hallmark of our homes 
for generations.

Kinsealy Hall, 
Chapel Road, Kinsealy, 
Malahide, Co. Dublin.

Tel:01 8038120 
Email: info@blynam.ie
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    Lea Wilson then walked towards his home and parted 
with the Constable on the way. The IRA men stopped 
their car near the railway bridge. Thornton and Whelan 
took up position under the raised bonnet of their car. 
Tobin was on the road side of the car and McMahon and 
Sinnott, the driver, were inside the car. 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
The Inspector walked along the footpath, reading his 
newspaper, towards the men and as he was passing the 
car Thornton and Whelan fired at him from close range. 
Lea Wilson attempted to run towards his home and 
Thornton and Whelan continued to fire at him. Tobin also 
fired at Lea Wilson and McMahon also discharged his 
firearm at the Inspector. 
    Lea Wilson fell on the footpath and the IRA men then 
fired at him, from close quarters, in order to ensure that 
they had completed their mission. The men drove towards 
Ballycanew and then, by back roads, to Ballycarney, where 
they crossed the Slaney River, and then to Coolree in the 
Ballindaggin/Kiltealy area and close to the Blackstairs 
Mountain.
    They left the car in the farmyard of Patrick Doyle, 
an IRA captain, and his brothers, Jim and Tom Doyle. 
RIC men were afterwards on the road close to Doyle’s 
farmyard but they failed to search the farmyard or locate 
the car .Tobin and Thornton were escorted, on foot, by 
a Jim Kehoe, through Kiltealy and the Scullogue Gap, to 
Borris. There they boarded a train and returned to Dublin.
    The funeral of Lea Wilson was held at Christ Church 
in Gorey. His remains were taken to London and he was 
interred in Putney Vale Cemetery beside those of his 
father.
    After Lea Wilson’s death, his wife Marie commissioned 
a Harry Clarke window and had it installed in the church 
where her husband’s funeral had taken place. There is a 
companion Harry Clarke window in the same church. 
It was commissioned by Lea Wilson’s fellow Freemasons 
in Gorey to honour the memory of the murdered District 
Inspector and erected close to the window commissioned 
by Marie Lea Wilson.

AN ITALIAN MASTERPIECE
In 1921, the year after her husband’s death Marie Lea 
Wilson travelled to Scotland and bought a painting from 
the William Nisbet collection, which was then being sold 
off. Nesbit was of the opinion that the painting bought by 
Marie Lea Wilson was the work of a Dutch artist, Gerard 
Von Honthorst. After she brought the painting home she 
had the frame repaired in 1924 by James Hicks at a cost 
of £20.
    Marie Lea Wilson trained as a medical doctor in Trinity 
College, after her husband’s death and graduated in 
1928. She became a well-known paediatrician at Sir 
Patrick Dun’s Hospital in Dublin.
    In 1934 she gave the painting, from the Nesbit 

collection, to a Fr Thomas Finlay, SJ, in gratitude for his 
friendship and support in the aftermath of her husband’s 
death. The large painting was then displayed in the dining 
room of the Jesuit’s house in Lower Leeson Street in 
Dublin. 
    In 1990 the Jesuits asked Sergio Benedetti – a 
conservator at the National Gallery – to examine and 
restore the painting. He cleaned and closely examined 
the painting and recognised it as the lost Caravaggio 
‘The Taking of Christ’. The Jesuits gave the painting “on 
indefinite loan” to the State and it has been on display in 
the National Gallery since 1993.

REFLECTIONS OF SUFFERING 
Marie Lea Wilson lived to the age of 84 and died in Dublin 
in 1971, so she did not live to see the painting she had 
purchased recognised as a masterpiece. A woman who 
had suffered because of violence and the effects of loss 
was instrumental in securing for the State what well 
may be the most treasured and valuable painting in the 
National Gallery. It may be that at the time she purchased 
the Caravaggio, Marie Lea Wilson saw in the painting 
reflections of her own suffering and grief.
    Caravaggio was no stranger to the effects of violence 
and loss. He was a wild and immensely talented young 
man who had a propensity for violence. On 29 May 1606 
he became involved in a sword fight with another young 
man and Caravaggio killed his opponent in the fight. 
    He went on the run and then succeeded in obtaining a 
Papal Pardon. He was again arrested and then freed but 
he died a short while later on 19 July 1610, a few days 
short of his 39th birthday. 
    District Inspector Lea Wilson was only 33 years of age 
when he met his death near the railway bridge on the 
Ballycanew road in Gorey. Violence and tragedy...
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Members from branches throughout the country travelled to Westport for their January outing. 
And with a wide range of upcoming trips on the agenda these social outings are growing in 

popularity. Demand is always high for places, and with this in mind, the GSRMA Social Committee 
advises you to book early and looks forward to meeting you on future travels.

GETAWAY BREAKS THROUGHOUT IRELAND

THE WEST’S AWAKE IN WESTPORT 
On Monday 15 January branch members from around the 
country travelled to Westport for a four-day trip packed 
with fun, laughter and music, staying at the Westport 
Woods where we received a warm welcome.
    Our days were busy with indoor bowls, a film about 
Mayo, plus bingo and shopping on the itinerary and after 
dinner each evening we had music and lots of dancing.
    On Tuesday we went on a day trip and although the 
weather was inclement everyone made the most of the 
day out.  First stop was the Museum of Country Life 
in Castlebar, a wonderful exhibition that brought back 
memories of country backgrounds from turf cutting to 
basket making and churning butter. 
    The exhibition has items many forgotten but still so 
alive when you see them. This museum is a fantastic 
collection of memorabilia from bygone times in Ireland 
and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
    After a lunch break in the nearby garden center where 
we were made so welcome and received discount in the 
shops on our purchases it was on the coaches again on 
our way to Knock. 
    Our group had the Basilica to ourselves as when we 
arrived it snowed, but the weather was of no importance 
as we were making the most of the visit. 
    In his homily the priest spoke of the first apparition in 
1879 when Our Lady appeared to 15 people in Knock, 
which was a village at that time. It rained heavily as we 

Ita McQuinn from Newcastle West was the winner of the 
talent competition with her poem ‘The Old Half Door’.

The group visits the Basilica in Knock.

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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watched through the Basilica windows and we could see 
a blizzard outside, so it was felt we would receive extra 
blessings!
    Thursday afternoon was much anticipated as the 
talent competition was held. What a fantastic afternoon 
and our talented members really put on award-winning 
performances. Storytelling, Irish dancing, singing and 
music, and six members formed a group, so wonderful 
first class performances all around. 
    We had three judges and score cards in order to be 
fair to everyone and the judging panel took their job very 
seriously. 
    In the end Ita McQuinn from Newcastle West was 
the winner with her poem ‘The Old Half Door’ — word 
perfect, timing and delivery a superb performance. 
    Second was Kathleen Ryan from Monaghan with her 
beautiful voice, third spot went to Margaret Dunne and 
her sister Breda who also sang beautifully, fourth place 
went to the group led by Maurice Crotty and in fifth place 
Joe Dunleavy for a terrific bit of witty poetry.
    Congratulations to all who took part. You are all 
winners. This year we presented a perpetual trophy so 
with plenty of practice we look forward to January 2019 
for a repeat performance.
    Our evening ended with mulled wine, a Gala Christmas 
Dinner, raffle and a surprise visit from Santa we were 
privileged to get Mr Claus in mid-January, a bit of dancing 
brought the evening to a close.
    As our four days came to an end and we made our way 
to various parts of the country everyone left with smiles 
and happy memories of our break from the January blues 
spent in good company in Westport.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Clifden: Enjoy a Spring Getaway 
to beautiful Connemara on the 
Wild Atlantic Way, and book your 
place on the Social Committee’s 
three-day outing. 
    Departing on Tuesday 17 April, 
the trip includes B&B plus dinner 
on three nights at the Clifden 
Station House Hotel.
    The hotel is situated yards from 
all amenities. Full use of leisure 
centre and spa facilities, evening 
entertainment and day trips are 
included (while entrance fees are 
extra). Pick up from and drop off to 
Galway Train Station. Cost is €199 
per person sharing. Please book 
early to avoid disappointment.  

Coach Trip to Northern 
Ireland: Join us on a four-day 
coach trip to Northern Ireland from 
Sunday 27 to Thursday 31 May, 

which includes B&B and dinner each evening at the four-
star Armagh City Hotel. The trip includes a guided tour 
of Belfast, stopping at the Titanic Exhibition and Crumlin 
Road Gaol. 
    The trip also includes a visit to one of Ireland’s top 
tourist attractions – the Giants Causeway along the 
Antrim Coast (a UNESCO World Heritage Site). On the 
final afternoon enjoy a tour of Armagh City with its twin 
Cathedrals, and there will also be some free time for 
shopping in Belfast, plus evening entertainment.
    The pick-up spot will be from Parnell Square North. The 
cost of the tour, which does not include entrance fees, 
is €335 per person sharing, with a single supplement of 
€20 per night. The trip is limited to 50 places and must 
be booked by mid-April. 

September Break to Killarney: Enjoy a three-night 
autumn break to beautiful Killarney (2-4 September 
2018), which includes B&B and dinner each night at the 
four-star Castlerosse Hotel. 
    Many extras are included such as a scenic three-hour 
drive including waterbus lake cruise, full day Ring of Kerry 
tour, aqua aerobics, gardening talk, traditional music and 
dancing each evening. 
    The pick-up and drop-off point is Killarney Train Station. 
Places are limited and must be booked by 28 July. The 
cost is €210 per person, while there’s a limited availability 
on single rooms which cost €235. 

NOTE: To book any of these upcoming getaway breaks, 
please contact GSRMA Social Committee members Marie 
Roche on 086-0854654 or Joe Lynch on 086-2338603.

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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Many people are familiar with the RIC mutiny at 
Listowel Barracks on 19 June 1920 through a very 

detailed book written by Fr Anthony Gaughan titled ‘The 
Memoirs of Constable Jeremiah Mee’.
    However, some years earlier, another mutiny involving 
13 RIC members at Castleisland Barracks in Co. Kerry, 
began on Monday April 18, 1887 when seven RIC men 
resigned from the Force. 
    They issued a statement indicating that among other 
things, their duties had become odious and degrading. 
When word of the resignations spread, a huge crowd 
assembled to celebrate in the town that night.
    The local fife and drum band led a parade, after which 
some of the men who had resigned addressed the mob 
from the balcony of the Crown Hotel, where they were 
being accommodated. Two days later on Wednesday 20 
April, three more RIC men resigned at the barracks and on 
the next day another three resigned, bringing to 13 the 
total number of resignations.
    On the following Sunday 24 April 1887, a large 
demonstration took place in Castleisland town. It was 
addressed by Mr Daniel Crilly MP. The main purpose of 
the meeting was to protest against the introduction of a 
new Coercion Bill. It was preceded by a parade which as 
reported in ‘The Kerry Sentinel’ “was enhanced by the 
presence of the thirteen resigned RIC men who marched 
in their RIC uniforms”.

TIME TO BID FAREWELL
On Monday 25 April, a countless number of people 
assembled at Castleisland railway station to bid farewell 
to the 13 men, who were setting out for Cork en-
route to the USA. News of their train journey to Cork 
preceded them, with the result that the trip took hours 
longer than usual. A tremendous welcome was extended 
to the former RIC men at every train station between 
Castleisland and Cork City. 
    At Millstreet, the local band performed in their honour 
whilst at Banteer Station the Kanturk band greeted them 
and paid its respects. When they arrived at Cork City 
[several hours late] a huge and very enthusiastic crowd 

greeted them. They 
accompanied the men 
from the railway station 
to the Victoria Hotel. 
    The people assembled 
outside the hotel were 
addressed by ex-
constable Thomas Fallon, 
who told them that he 
would not be a party to 
carrying out a law, which 
no civilised country could tolerate. 
    This was greeted with loud cheers. Mr Maurice Murphy, 
proprietor of The Crown Hotel, Castleisland was amongst 
the crowd. He was later prosecuted and fined for his part 
in the events relating to the resignation of the 13 men.
    On the following day, they travelled from Cork to 
Queenstown [now Cobh]. On arrival they discovered that 
they had neglected to book their passage to America and 
were forced to remain there until Thursday 28 April of 
that week, when they departed. 
    Unfortunately one of them became mentally ill during 
the voyage and he was detained in hospital on his arrival 
in the USA.
    On 17 May 1887 a feature on their arrival in the USA 
appeared in the ‘New York Daily Graphic’. It gave details 
of their progress since their arrival in America. During 
the following month a copy of the feature was put on 
display on the main front window of the Crown Hotel in 
Castleisland.
    Nothing further is known about the later careers of the 
13 men, other than ex-constable Patrick McDonagh – the 
man who had become mentally ill during the voyage – 
returned safely to his home in Skreen a few months later.

CAUSE OF THE RESIGNATIONS
One might wonder what caused the resignations. It is 
essential to understand the extraordinary demands made 
on the RIC in the Castleisland area during the decade 
from 1879 to 1890. It was probably the most disturbed 
area in the whole of Ireland at this time. The trouble 

RIC MUTINY AT 
CASTLEISLAND

The Castleisland area in County Kerry was a very difficult place for policemen to work in the 
1880s. With a general state of lawlessness and disorder, the RIC had to work day and night 
in all weathers with their lives at risk. A mutiny involving 13 RIC members at Castleisland 
Barracks in 1887 attracted a lot of media attention at the time, writes Donal J. O’Sullivan.

MUTINY BY THE RIC
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MUTINY BY THE RIC

started in 1879 when a branch of the now infamous 
‘Moonlighters’ was formed in the area. 
    They became notorious in the years that followed for 
their extreme actions. Their activities included attacks on 
bailiffs, writ servers and on tenants who paid their rents. 
Knee-capping was quite common, at least three people 
suffering amputations as a result.
    Burning of property and the mutilation and slaughter of 
animals were frequent occurrences Witnesses were afraid 
to testify in courts and juries were terrified to convict. 
Threatening letters were sent to people singled out for 
attention by the ‘Moonlighters’. Sketches of guns, bullets 
and coffins and occasionally real bullets were enclosed 
with the letters which contained specific threats. 
    There was little that the constabulary could do to 
identify the authors of these letters. The situation had 
become so serious by December 1881 that an auxiliary 
force was appointed to assist the RIC with their duties. A 
commentator at the time noted “It proved a curious sight 
to see two neat and well turned out Guardsmen, deep 
in the mountains of Kerry, protecting a herdsman on an 
evicted farm while the civil power was represented by a 
lone RIC member”.
    On 20 March 1882, a magistrate, Arthur E. Herbert, 
who lived in Killeentiema was murdered at Lisheenbawn 
Cross as he returned from a fair in Castleisland. He was 
a cruel and heartless landlord who was despised by his 
tenants. 
    Nobody was ever charged with his murder. A suspect 
John Casey was remanded in custody for months 
afterwards. Finally Mr Tim Healy MP, raised the issue in 
the House of Commons and Casey was released as a 
result.
    In October 1882, a farmer was murdered at 
Dromoultan. Two men (Sylvester Poff and James Barrett) 
were hanged for his murder on 23 January 1883. It has 
always been claimed and believed that both men were 
innocent of the crime. An infamous landlord and land 
agent (Samuel Hussey) resided at Edenburn just off the 
main Tralee/Castleisland Road. 
    He had full-time RIC protection. In November 1884, 
his big mansion at Edenburn was dynamited by the 
‘Moonlighters’ and severely damaged. Hussey himself 
escaped injury as he was in London at the time.

IRISH LAND LEAGUE
On 10 October 1880, a Land League meeting took place 
in Castleisland and about 12,000 people attended. They 
were addressed in front of the Crown Hotel by Joseph 
Biggar MP and Arthur O’Connor MP. A few days later a 
branch of the Irish Land League was formed in the area. 
It also agitated for a better deal for the rights of farmers 
and tenants. Leadership was also provided for those who 
felt downtrodden at the time, but its actions were not as 
militant as those of the moonlighters.
    In the early 1880s, physical attacks on the RIC were 

rare, but as the decade progressed assaults on members 
of the Force became more numerous. Constable William 
McLean was shot in the neck at at Ballinahalla, fortunately 
he survived his injuries. 
    In December 1885 the police hut at Mountpigeon 
was attacked by about 14 men and two policemen were 
badly beaten. Individuals charged with the attack were 
sentenced to seven years imprisonment, In September 
1886 an RIC patrol was attacked at Fealesbridge and for 
this six men were arrested and imprisoned. A few months 
later an RIC patrol was attacked at Caheragh and a 
revolver was taken from them.
    To complicate matters further, conditions for farmers 
and agriculture in general was very depressed due to a 
number of bad harvests with that of 1880-1881 being 
one of the worst ever recorded. With the exception of the 
great Famine and the 1919-1922 period, the worst and 
most difficult time for policing in Ireland was from 1879 
to 1890. The Force had been catapulted into what was in 
fact a crisis policing situation. 
    A new Coercion Bill was introduced in the British 
Parliament by the Chief Secretary W.E. Forster and it 
became law on 2 March 1881. On 17 October 1880 the 
Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council issued a Proclamation 
stating that “The County of Kerry is in a state of 
disturbance and requires an extra establishment of 
police, to be charged to the County”. Up to that time the 
strength of Castleisland Barracks was nine men. 
    By the end of December 1880 this was increased to 
33 men and a District Inspector and a Head Constable 
were allocated to the town. By October 1882 the number 
had reached 160 men. Following a County Kerry tour 
of inspection by General Buller a party of six mounted 
policemen were allocated to Castleisland to augment the 
barrack strength. 

DISTRICT POLICING COSTS
The cost of maintaining the high number of police in 
the district was levied on the rates of the parishes in the 
area. By the early 1880s the inhabitants were complaining 
about that imposition. There were seven permanent 
barracks in the District and five ‘ police huts’ - which were 
temporary barracks.
    Within the Force there were several incidents of assault, 
insubordination, disobedience to orders and drunkenness 
amongst the rank and file members in the district, which 
indicated that the members were working under severe 
stress and in difficult circumstances at that time.
    During the period in question, County Kerry had a 
constabulary strength of 648 members. This was three or 
four times greater than most counties in Ireland. County 
Cork was the only county to have a bigger Force. These 
figures speak for themselves and indicate the high level of 
policing required in the county.
    The Castleisland area was a very difficult place for 
policemen to work in the 1880s. There was a general 
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state of lawlessness and disorder. The RIC had to work 
day and night in all weathers with their lives at risk. It is 
very doubtful if any part of Ireland had as many policing 
problems at this time. 
    Pay was poor and the men lived in bad conditions 
– especially in the ‘police huts’ – which were normally 
located on disputed lands in the most isolated and out-
of-the-way places. 
Many of the Force 
too were deeply 
affected by the 
awful evictions 
which were 
taking place on a 
daily basis. At an 
eviction in Dysart in 
December 1886, it 
was reported that 
the constables who 
were present were 
seen to cry because 
of the callousness 
of the eviction 
which they were 
witnessing.
    Considering all 
the circumstances 
and facts of the 
period it is not 
surprising that the 
13 RIC men resigned 
and decided to 
emigrate. 
    They received 
abundant support 
and encouragement 
from those whom 
they were policing 
up to that point. 
While their actions 
caused a sensation 
at the time, who 
are we to pass 
judgement on 
the men and their 
reasons which 
caused such drastic 
action.
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Every day in its centres across 
the country, the national 

charity provides practical and 
emotional support, rehabilitation 
services and hands-on training 
to help the increasing number of 
people who are blind or vision 
impaired to live independently 
and confidently.
    Chris White, CEO of 
NCBI, outlines the impact 
that volunteers have on the 
charity. “We were founded 
by volunteers in 1931 and we 
continue to enjoy the support of 
hundreds of volunteers around 
the country. Our volunteers are 
the backbone of our operation. 
    “They are an incredible bunch 
of dedicated and generous 
people who recognise that the valuable work that the 
NCBI does depends on their support and help. They 
represent all that is good in a community”.
    Aside from the benefits to the charity, volunteers 
themselves believe they get back more than they give by 
volunteering with the charity. There are opportunities for 
social interaction, gaining experience, sharing knowledge 
and making friends. 
    “The great thing is that our volunteers always say 
they get more back than they give. Many may be retired, 
and volunteering gives them the renewed energy and 
purpose. Others volunteer because they have first-hand 
experience of the work that NCBI does, either through 
the experiences of family or friends or indeed their own 
experience,” explained Chris. 

WIN-WIN SITUATION 
“There are as many reasons as there are volunteers but 

the common thread is that people are 
busy, connected with others and learning 
new skills, all positive so it’s a win-win 
situation for everybody”.
    Long-time NCBI volunteer, Tommy 
Pullen, from Ringsend, who was recently 
awarded an achievement award for his 
time with the sight loss charity, says: 
“My late wife always gave her time to 
NCBI so when she died I decided to take 
up the baton and do my bit”. Ten years 
on Tommy is still doing his bit as he 
generously mans the thriving NCBI charity 
shop in Ringsend. 
    “I love it, the team works so hard and 
there’s a bit of craic as well, so going there 
is something I look forward to. We are all 
like a big family and I know most of the 
customers by now so it is great interaction 
and a great sense of community. The NCBI 

is a dedicated hard-working charity and I will play my part 
as long as I can,” according to Tommy.
    Given that the NCBI is the second biggest charity shop 
chain in the country – with 96 shops all over Ireland – 
people with time to spare could easily pass some hours 
away helping out in its network of busy retail outlets.
    If retail isn’t your thing, why not try your hand at bag 
packing, bucket collections or stewarding at the many 
public fundraising events planned by the NCBI for the 
coming year.
    There are also opportunities to get involved in tandem 
cycling, becoming a walking guide for a person who is 
blind or vision impaired and enjoys getting out and about, 
plus a range of other activities that help to support people 
with sight loss, such as reading and shopping. 

For more information visit www.ncbi.ie; email: info@
ncbi.ie or phone 01-8307033.

NCBI VOLUNTEERS 
MAKE A REAL 
DIFFERENCE

The National Council for the Blind of Ireland (NCBI) provides both practical and emotional 
advice in addition to support services, helping over 8,000 people affected by sight loss and 
their families to face their futures with confidence every year.

NCBI volunteer Tommy Pullen (centre) is 
pictured with NCBI’s CEO Chris White 
and Finbarr Roche.

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE BLIND OF IRELAND
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HUGH CORRIGAN
Birthplace:
Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny
Rank: Garda
Retired: August 2012
Date of Death:
15 June 2017

The late Garda Hugh Corrigan was a native 
of Kilkenny.  He joined An Garda Síochána 
in August 1982 and on completion of 
his initial training in Templemore, he was 
stationed to Wicklow Town where he served 
out his entire 30 years’ service.
     Hugh became involved in the community 
of Wicklow very quickly and served that 
community with a great sense of justice 
and fairness.  He was a very popular Garda 
in the town and always had time to spend 
dispensing advice to anyone who sought 
it.  He was one of the Garda drivers in the 
station and his colleagues described his style 
of driving to be “the Jack Charlton School 
of driving” because he “put them under 
pressure” when they were with him in the 
car.
     Hugh was the Garda Representative 
Association (GRA) rep for the district for 
many years and always had the welfare of 
his fellow Gardaí uppermost in his mind.  
He went to battle on many occasions to 
improve the conditions for his colleagues 
and often “butted heads” with the senior 
officers on their behalf.
     Hugh took on the role of welfare officer 
in the station. After any of his colleagues 
were involved in investigating a serious 
accident, sudden death of any traumatic 
incident he sought them out to talk to them 
and advise them, and where to turn for help 
should they need it.
     Between 1997 and 1998, Hugh spent 
a year on overseas duty in Croatia “doing 

his bit for world peace” as he called it.  He 
thoroughly enjoyed that year, and made 
many friends during this year and kept in 
touch with them all after his return.
     Hugh spent the final ten years of his 
service as CIO in Wicklow station. He 
provided thorough and complete statistics 
to the senior officers in the station when 
required to do so.  His knowledge and 
memory of the information he gathered was 
incredible.
     Hugh married his wife Siobhan in 1985. 
They had two wonderful sons Hugh Jr and 
Michael. Hugh was a very devoted husband 
and father and his family was always very 
important to him. On his wedding day 
his father in law told the gathered family 
and friends that “if Hugh shows the same 
dedication to Siobhan as he does to his job 
Siobhan’s mother and I will have nothing 
to worry about”. His parents in law had 
nothing to worry about because Hugh did 
show that same dedication to his wife and 
sons.
     Hugh retired from the force exactly 
30 years to the day after he joined.  He 
worked for two years in care for the elderly. 
Unfortunately, Hugh developed cancer, 
which he fought bravely for 17 months. 
Cancer won out on 15 June 2017.
     His wife Siobhan, sons Hugh and 
Michael and many colleagues and friends 
sadly miss him.

May He Rest In Peace. 

JOHN JAMES (JACK) 
REYNOLDS
Ballina Road, Belmullet,
Co. Mayo.
Birthplace: Castlebaldwin, 
Co. Sligo
Rank: Garda
Reg No. 15402D
Retired: 1998
Date of Death: 
18 December 2016

John was born on 23 November 1941. His 
father died young so John, and his siblings 
had to grow up quickly. He worked in 
Dublin before joining the force in 1963.
     John was initially stationed in Bellacorrick 
and he soon become accustomed to Mayo 
life. Here he met his wife Kit from nearby 
Belmullet and made life-long friends. John 
wore his uniform with great pride. He 
had a special way about him, serving the 
community and helping those he came in 
contact with as a Guard. This extended into 
his personal life where he always had a 
helping hand for his many friends.
     John and Kit married in Ballina Cathedral 
in 1969 when John transferred to Belmullet. 
They set down deep roots in Belmullet and 
raised a family. There in west Mayo John 
lived a full active life, from September on 

the hills shooting Grouse and Snipe to 
November and Pheasant season, or enjoying 
many days out at sea, deep sea angling. 
     He included his family in these pursuits 
and many memorable family days concluded 
with a meal provided by either gun or rod. 
Mackerel on a summer’s evening BBQ or 
roast pheasant on a winter’s night. On 
winter evenings John and Kit enjoyed cards 
either at a ’25 drive’ or at home with family 
and friends and euros in the pot! 
     He wasn’t afraid of hard work. Until his 
early seventies, John cut turf each summer 
to see the family through the winter. 
Bringing home turf was a community 
occasion with the “troops” called on the 
day and the favour returned in kind. After 
retirement in 1998, John took up freshwater 
angling and bought his own boat. He 



John was born and reared in Cooloo, 
Moylough Co. Galway. He joined An 
Garda Síochána on 4 November 1954 and 
completed his training at the Phoenix Park 
Depot in April 1955. 
     Following this he was allocated to 
Midleton Station Co. Cork. He transferred 
from there to Union Quay in Cork City in 
1960. He was promoted to Sergeant in 
1963 and transferred to Ballincurrig Station 
Co. Cork before returning to Midleton 
Station in 1964. He was transferred to 
Mallow station      in 1967 and remained 
there until 1971 when he was promoted 
to Inspector and transferred to Pearse 
Street Station, Dublin.
     In 1979 he was promoted to 
Superintendent and transferred to 
Carrick-on-Shannon Co. Leitrim. He 
was transferred to Kilrush station Co. 
Clare in 1980 and from there to Edward 
Street Station, Limerick in 1986. He was 
promoted to Chief Superintendent in that 
year and transferred to Letterkenny Co. 
Donegal. 
     John transferred from there to Ennis 
Co. Clare in 1987 and remained there 
until the end of his service on 26 April 
1992. He was extremely proud of An 
Garda Síochána and his involvement in 
it. He always spoke so passionately of his 
experiences in the Force.
     John married his beloved Julianna (nee 
Meehan) also from his native Cooloo, 
Moylough in October 1975. They had two 
children, Kenneth and Ciara. John had a 
remarkably positive outlook on life; and 
one of his most commonly-used words 

was ‘wonderful’. This sums up how he felt 
about life. 
     One always felt better about oneself 
after spending time with him. He had a 
true understanding of the important things 
in life; spending time with family and 
friends, telling a story over a cup of tea 
and sharing a good laugh.
     Having grown up on a farm, he never 
lost his love of the land. He loved to help 
out at the bog and was always so proud 
of ‘the turf.’ He was utterly content when 
working in the garden, appreciating nature 
in all its glory.
     Following his retirement, John did a 
huge amount of volunteer work in his local 
community of Quin, Co. Clare. He was 
Treasurer of the Community Centre and 
was also heavily involved in Quin Parish 
Council for many years. He did a huge 
amount of fundraising for various local 
events and charities over the years. 
     He loved knocking on doors and 
chatting to people! He also enjoyed 
being a member of Quin Active Retired 
Association. John was a keen follower 
of the GAA and rarely missed watching 
a game. He was always very proud of 
his native Galway and would only be 
delighted to perform his favourite ballad 
‘The Galway Shawl.’
     His passing was dearly felt by his wife 
Julianna, children Kenneth and Ciara, 
brother Martin, sister Julia, daughter in 
law Jane, son in law Mark, his beloved 
grandchildren Conor, Dara, Aoife and 
David as well as his extended family and 
wide circle of friends.

JOHN MURPHY
Toureen, Quin Village
Co. Clare
Birthplace: 
Cooloo, Moylough, 
Co. Galway
Rank: 
Chief Superintendent
Reg No: 11096E
Date of Retirement: 
26 April 1992
Date of Death: 
24 February 2017

shared his experience and local knowledge 
accompanying tourists and visitors to the 
best spots. 
     John and Kit were immensely proud 
of their children Cathy and Sean. Sadly, 
Kit passed away before the arrival of her 
grandchildren. In the following years, 
John regularly visited Wexford and 
Clare spending time with those beloved 
grandchildren, Sean, Eabha, Alex, Zoe 
and Felix. John came to live with his 
daughter Cathy in 2015 as he became 
unwell. This time had a huge impact on his 
grandchildren who still look for ‘Grampa 
Jack’.
     John passed away on 18 December 
2016 in Milford Hospice Limerick in the 

loving care of his family and the staff. He 
is survived by; his daughter Cathy and son-
in-law Aidan, his son Sean and daughter-
in-law Geraldine, his five grandchildren, his 
sister Mary and brother-in-law Vinnie and 
his sister-in-law Sally. 
     He is predeceased by his brother 
Anthony (2005) and wife Kit (2006). 
His family would like to sincerely thank 
members of the force who attended the 
funeral or sent messages of sympathy, 
neighbours and friends for their support 
and the local Belmullet Gardaí for providing 
an escort. Special thanks to the staff of 
Milford Hospice and the home carers for 
their care and support.
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PAT RYAN
Aisling Grove, 
Castleblayney
Co. Monaghan
Birthplace:. 
Skibbereen, Co. Cork 
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 18545M
Retired: 2002
Date of Death: 
7 June 2017

Pat was born in Skibbereen, Co. Cork 
the son a Garda. Pat followed his father 
James and his brother Sean into An Garda 
Siochána joining up in 1972. When Pat 
completed his training in the then Training 
Centre, Templemore he was transferred to 
the town of Castleblayney,  
Co. Monaghan. 
     Then a border station at the beginning 
of the ‘Troubles’ much of his early years 
were spent on border security duties. 
Though often difficult and with long duty 
hours Pat enjoyed his service in An Garda 
Síochána and made many good and lasting 
friends in the community in which he 
served as a Garda for 30 years. He was 
friendly, respectful and helpful and he 
endeared himself to all who got to know 
him.
     Pat was the type of Garda who needed 
no supervision as he was conscientious 

and honest. He had a great rapport with 
members of the Garda and the public 
alike and was meticulous in his dealing 
with them. This was evident by the large 
attendance of serving and retired Gardaí 
and members of the public who attended 
his funeral service.
     Pat passed away on 7 June 2017 and 
he leaves behind his loving wife Ann, 
daughter Nicola, son Barry and grandson 
Charlie to mourn his sad passing. 
     His wife Ann and extended family wish 
to thank everyone, especially all of the 
members of An Garda Síochána – serving 
and retired – who attended Pat’s funeral or 
sent messages of sympathy or assisted in 
any way. A special word of thanks to the 
Guard of Honour provided by  both serving 
and retired members at his funeral.
 

 May His Gentle Soul Rest in Peace.

John’s family wish to thank the very kind 
people who drove him to Galway for 
hospital treatment on a regular basis. The 
family would also like to sincerely thank 
all members of An Garda Síochána both 
serving and retired who sent messages 
of sympathy and support, attended the 
funeral and formed the guard of honour 
on the day. 
     Also a special word of thanks to Chief 

Supt John Kerin for his help in organising 
proceedings on the day. Thank you to 
the Ennis and Mountbellew Gardaí for 
providing a Garda escort on the day of 
John’s funeral. The kindness and support 
shown to John’s family by the members of 
An Garda Síochána will never be forgotten.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílis.

MICHAEL P. SHEA
Lisbreen, 
Tipperary Town,
Tipperary
Birthplace: Lauragh, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 12711F
Retired: 31 January1989
Date of Death: 
22 June 2017

Michael (Mick) Shea was born in Lauragh, 
just outside Kenmare in 1932. He 
joined An Garda Siochana in May 1955 
and headed from West Kerry to Garda 
Headquarters in the Phoenix Park for 
training. 
     When he finished his training he was 
stationed in Omeath, Co. Louth. It was 
here that he met Oonagh McManus and 
they got married in 1962. His life and 
career took off from here. 
     He went from Omeath to Bansha, and 
then in to Tipperary town as the temporary 
driver. He was promoted to Sergeant 
in 1962 and was even the youngest 
Sergeant in the country for a while. On 
promotion Mick Shea and Oonagh headed 
to Toomevara. After a short while he then 
went to Dundrum and then in 1967 into 
Tipperary Town where he remained until 
he retired in 1989. 
     Mick Shea retired 28 years ago from An 
Garda Síochána and it was great to see a 

man get value from his pension. He went 
on to work for the HSE as a driver. This was 
another involvement with the community 
which he really enjoyed. His vast local 
knowledge proving a valuable asset to the 
local HSE operations.
     When faced with retirement this time 
– that’s exactly what he did, he retired. He 
enjoyed travelling and did many foreign 
trips and even tried cruising. He was 
always delighted to have been able to look 
after his grandchildren particularly as they 
went home at night. As his grandchildren 
got older he took great pride in getting a 
lift home from the pub by the said same 
grandchildren.
     Oonagh O’Shea passed away on 22 
April and eight weeks to the day, 22 June 
2017, Mick Shea passed away peacefully in 
his sleep at home.

May They Both Rest in Peace.



MYLES GIBBONS   
Racecourse Lawn Tralee,
Co. Kerry.
Birthplace: Accony, 
Louisburg, Co. Mayo.
Rank: Garda.
Reg. No.: 13663H
Retired: 1992
Date of Death:
August 26th 2017.

Myles was born on 29 June 1937 to Daisy 
and Geoffrey Gibbons, in a large family of 
three girls and six boys. His childhood was 
filled with fun and adventure, exploring 
the rugged land, hunting, fishing and 
playing quality football with his brothers 
and friends. 
     Myles’ Garda career took him to 
Kerry in 1959. He was stationed first 
in Killarney, then Barraduff, Brosna, 
Ballylongford, Listowel and finally Tralee, 
where he joined the Traffic Corps in 1979 
and served until retirement in 1992.
     Myles enjoyed his career in the Gardaí 
and cherished the friends and network 
he made. A common-sense and calming 
presence defined his approach, and he 
used these qualities in a fair and good 
natured way. It was joked that Myles 
could serve a summons and still get 
invited in for a cup of tea and a chat!
     He kept up his love of sport when he 
arrived in Kerry, joining the rugby scene in 
Listowel. He also played football around 
Kerry in various clubs including the Legion 
in Killarney, and Castleisland Desmonds 
and was a great supporter of Na Gaeil in 
Tralee.
     A family man through and through, 
he built a great life in Kerry for his wife 
Phil, and children Karen, Colin and 

Sinead. He was a very social person, and 
had a genuine interest in people and 
connections. A great storyteller, he had 
a real gift of making people feel special 
through his conversations.
     He kept in touch with friends old 
and new through golf outings and was 
a founding member of the Kerry Garda 
Golf Society. He also played regular card 
games, enjoyed the Garda Hillwalking 
Club, the Kerry Mayomans’ Association, 
the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ 
Association, and travelled the length and 
breadth of Ireland to see Mayo play.
     Myles was laid to rest in Ballinskelligs, 
where he loved to go during his married 
life. He particularly enjoyed spending 
more time in South Kerry during his 
retirement years.
     Phil and the family wish to thank all 
members of An Garda Síochána, both 
serving and retired, who provided guards 
of honour, Garda Escort, attended Myles’ 
funeral and sent messages of sympathy. 
     We bid farewell to a true gentleman 
and a lively soul as he passed away 
peacefully on 26 August 2017. A man 
that brought joy and friendship to many 
and who will be missed dearly. 

Ní Bheidh a Leithéid Ann Arís.

Liam was the eldest of five sons born to 
Rose and Garda John Mc Elhinney (Reg. 
No. 3124). His parents noted Liam’s 
inquisitive nature from an early age and 
were not surprised when he chose to 
follow in his dad’s footsteps in 1961 to 
join An Garda Síochána. 
     He trained in the Phoenix Park and his 
first posting was to Bantry, where he met 
Eileen (nee Wiseman), the love of his life. 
In November 1962, Liam was transferred 
to Castletownbere. In January 1963, he 
and Eileen wed.
     In 1965, Liam was promoted to 
Sergeant and transferred to Cloghane, 
Co.Kerry where Liam and Eileen spent 
three years before being transferred to 
Portmagee. A few months later, they 
moved back to the Rebel County where 
Liam was stationed in Rathduff and two 
years later he got another transfer that 
took him to Mallow station. 
     There was one final career move for 
Liam which took him to Mallow Road 

Garda station in March 1971. Liam and 
Eileen moved from pillar to post and with 
every move their clan grew. 
     Mallow Road was home to their 
family of seven children: Seán, Sidney, 
Liam, Mark, Declan, Ciaran and daughter 
Maria. Liam and Eileen embraced 
each new adventure and move with 
enthusiasm, making many friends along 
the way but Mallow Road was truly 
‘Home’.
     Liam’s brother Seán also joined the 
force and now GSRMA member in 
Donegal North. Two of Liam’s sons: Seán 
and Mark later joined the force. making 
the third generation of policemen for the 
Mc Elhinney Family.
Coming from Cavan, Liam had a great 
passion for Gaelic football and played 
for Bantry, Castletownbere and in many 
Garda divisional matches. 
     All his sons played football and he 
thoroughly enjoyed travelling to Croke 
Park on All Ireland Final days with them 

WILLIAM (LIAM) MCELHINNEY
Old Mallow Road, 
Kilnap, 
Cork City
Birthplace: 
Redhills, Co. Cavan.
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 14734F
Date of Death: 
4 May 2017
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LOUIS HARKIN
Dunmore Road, 
Waterford
Birthplace: Portlaoise
Rank: 
Assistant Commissioner
Reg. No.: 18116A
Retired: 1 October 2010
Date of Death: 
21 April 2017

to spectate, regardless of the Counties 
playing. After retiring in 1994, Liam was 
heavily involved in his local GAA Club 
‘Delaney Rovers’, where he served as 
chairman and oversaw the redevelopment 
of the club.
     He had a great interest in people, 
had a remarkable recollection of their 
lineage and assisted many to trace their 
ancestors. He enjoyed meeting up with 
old friends and colleagues to chinwag 
about everything from football to 

current affairs and politics. Liam had 25 
grandchildren and was equally proud of 
each and every one of them.
     Liam suffered in poor health during his 
final three years. He was cared for by his 
wonderful family and his devoted wife, 
Eileen. Liam passed away peacefully at 
his home surrounded by his family. He is 
greatly missed by them all.

Ar Dheis Dé go Raibh a Anam.

Louis joined an Garda Síochána  in 
1972. On completion of training he was 
stationed in Kevin St. He then transferred 
to Cashel for four years, on his return to 
Dublin he served in Whitehall, Store St., 
Ballymun, Fitzgibbon St. and finally HQ 
where he remained until his retirement 
at the rank of Assistant Commissioner in 
2010. 
     Louis enjoyed his retirement, he 
practised law, played golf and was 
captain of Faithlegg Golf Club in 2015 . 
He also worked with the “make a wish 
foundation”, unfortunately this was all 
cut short by his illness and he passed 
away peacefully in University Hospital 

Waterford on 21 April 2017. 
     Louis was married to Mary Guinane 
from Limerick who was a classmate in 
the January class 1972. They had three 
children – Brian, Aidan and Orlagh – and 
two grandchildren – Rory and Dan. 
     Mary and Louis’ family would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all 
members of An Garda Síochána who 
attended and participated in Louis’ 
funeral mass and whose support and 
kindness has meant so much to us during 
this sad time.

May He Rest in Peace

Thomas Burns served at Cappagh and 
Tramore, Co. Waterford, Kinlough, Co. 
Leitrim, Mountcharles, Co. Donegal, 
Cabra and Crumlin, Dublin (Garda 
Patrol Presenter) for many years, Garda 
Headquarters Recruitment and Harcourt 
Square Crime Prevention Officer. He 
retired in October 1985.
     Thomas’ wife Mary (née Connolly) 
was a teacher in Kinlough. They had five 

children: Gregory, Isabel, Marina, Sinéad 
and Conor and 15 grandchildren.
     The family would like express their 
thanks for the Garda escort which 
accompanied Tommy’s remains from 
Foxrock Church after Requiem Mass to 
the M50. He was buried in Kinlough, Co. 
Leitrim.

May He Rest in Peace
THOMAS BURNS
The Grange, Blackrock 
Dublin
Birthplace: Dublin
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 11071L
Date of Death: 22 June 2016
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Paddy was born on 24 September 1919, 
the youngest of a family of eight surviving 
children. The family lived in the parish of 
Glenfin, between Ballybofey and Glenties, 
in Co. Donegal. 
     Paddy joined the Irish Army on 3 
August 1940. Being a native Irish speaker, 
he was sent to Galway. Following three 
months training in the Curragh Paddy 
was commissioned on 1 April 1941. 
     He was transferred to the 1st Infantry 
battalion until March 1942, at which 
point he was transferred to the 17th 
Infantry battalion in Killybegs, Co. 
Donegal and served there until he left the 
army in 1943.
     Paddy joined An Garda Síochana on 
12 June 1943. Following six months 
training in the Garda Depot in the 
Phoenix Park, he was assigned to 
Newbliss, Co. Monaghan. While in 
Newbliss, Paddy played Gaelic football 
with Killeevan Sarsfields. 
     He was centrefield on the team 
that won the Senior Championship in 
Monaghan in 1944. He was transferred 
to Foynes, Co. Limerick, in May 1945 to 
provide protection for the flying boats. 
In October 1945 he was transferred to 
Swords for protection duty at Dublin 
Airport and then soon afterwards to Bray, 

Co. Wicklow.
     During his spell in Newbliss he 
met Maureen McElvaney, from 
Threemilehouse, Co. Monaghan. They 
were married on 8 September 1948. 
Unfortunately, Maureen passed away on 
9 October 1986.
     In early 1953, Paddy was appointed as 
an instructor (drill, firearms, self-defence) 
in the Garda Depot. He was also the 
drill instructor for the first female Gardaí 
who joined the force in 1959. Paddy and 
the family moved to Templemore when 
the training centre was moved to the 
Tipperary town.
     Paddy completed the course for 
Inspector of Weights and Measures, and 
was appointed to Nenagh, Co. Tipperary. 
He was appointed to the post in 
Drogheda in early 1966, where he served 
until his retirement in January 1983 Paddy 
was always a very fit man and was very 
involved in the GAA life in Drogheda. 
     He is survived by his daughter Briege, 
his son Con, his daughter-in-law Mary, his 
grandchildren Sinéad, Deirdre, Gráinne 
and Conall, his step-granddaughter Kym, 
his great-grandchildren Ella, Elliott and 
Reilly, nephews, nieces, relatives and 
friends.

PADDY MCGINLEY
College Rise, 
Drogheda,
Co. Louth
Birthplace: Glenfin, 
Co. Donegal
Rank: Sergeant (Weights and 
Measures Inspector)
Retired: January 1983
Date of Death: 
18 February 2017

TOM NAUGHTON
50 Monacurragh, 
Carlow Town 
Birthplace:. Doohan, 
Athlone, 
Co Roscommon
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 15359A
Retired: April 1999
Date of Death: 
31 December 2016

Tom passed away peacefully at St 
Vincent’s Hospital, Elm Park aged 
74.   Educated at Ardkeenan National 
Schooland also in Athlone, Tom worked 
for Bord na Mona for a few years before 
joining the Garda Síochána. 
     He began his training at Garda 
Headquarters and was part of the first 
intake of garda trainees in Templemore 
in 1964. His first station was Athy on 21 
March 1964, followed by Ballytore eight 
months later. He came to Carlow town 
on 3 November 1967, where he spent the 
rest of his career.
     In August 1968 Tom married 
Pauline Kiely, a native of Kielduff, 
Ballymacelligott, near Tralee. The couple 
met when Pauline was teaching in 
Ballymount National School, Co Kildare.
     A quiet, modest man, Tom was always 
a courteous individual who was gentle 
in his dealings with people.  He was 
effective and efficient in his working life 
and was a familiar figure on motor cycle 

duty in Carlow for a number of years 
before his appointment to Detective 
Garda. He retired at the age of 57.  
     In retirement Tom undertook voluntary 
work providing ‘Meals on Wheels’ in the 
Carlow area. A dedicated sportsman Tom 
always held out the hope that he would 
see Roscommon lift the Sam Maguire 
Cup. 
     A keen follower of Gaelic all his life 
– he played handball in Carlow.  In later 
years took up golf and in Abbeyleix and 
enjoyed the company of a good circle of 
friends, both within the Garda Síochána 
and the general local community.
     From a farming background, Tom 
retained a deep love of nature and 
wildlife. He was an avid reader with a 
keen interest in history, current affairs and 
politics; it was always wise to have your 
facts straight before engaging him in a 
debate on any topic.
     Tom loved music of all kinds; he 
taught himself to play the button 
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accordion many years ago, playing by ear, 
he belted out many a tune to entertain 
his family and friends.
     A spiritual man with unshakeable 
faith but most of all, Tom Naughton was 
a dedicated family man and his passing 
is a grievous loss to wife Pauline and 
their three children – Finola, Brian and 
Lisa, while he was a doting Granddad to 
Aubrey, five and four year old Holly. He 
was predeceased by his son, Fergal.
     Serving Gardaí in Carlow formed a 
guard of honour from the Funeral home 
to the Cathedral of the Assumption, 
where Tom was received by Fr Cummins 
and where Monsignor Byrne and Fr Tom 
Little, PP, Askea-Bennekerry-Tinryland 
offered their sympathies. 
     Funeral Mass was celebrated by Fr 
Ruairi O’Domhnaill CC, Carlow assisted 
by Fr John Dunphy, PP, Graiguecullen-
Killeshin.  Symbols of Tom’s life brought 
to the altar: signified his deep faith; his 
love of the great outdoors; the national 
flag, symbolic of his working life; and a 

family photo symbolising his great love of 
family.
     In his homily Fr Ruairi spoke of the 
wonderful family support that had carried 
Tom “through the greatest challenge of 
his Life”. 
     He said: “The struggles of this (past) 
year have been a shared struggle. Pauline, 
Finola, Brian and Lisa have carried this 
husband and dad through the difficult 
time. Relationships which we often 
take for granted in good times are seen 
through a completely different light when 
the storm clouds gather.”
     Gardaí carried Tom to his final resting 
place in St Mary’s cemetery, where the 
tricolour was folded and presented to 
Pauline. Being the first member of his 
family to pass away, Tom is survived by 
his brothers John, Bernie and Denny and 
sister Anne Goode, all who live in the 
Athlone area.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

A very proud Kilkenny man Bill was 
born on 10 April 1933 in Ballyspellan, 
Johnstown where he went to the 
National School and to Rathdowney 
Vocational School. His first job was in 
Maher’s saw mills in Freshford where he 
was employed in a clerical capacity. As 
one of three boys he was also assisting at 
home on the family farm. 
     On 25 May 1954 Bill joined An Garda 
Síochána. On completion of training he 
was first posted to Roscrea, Co. Tipperary 
where he spent almost a year before 
moving to Cloughjordan. 
     In 1959 he was transferred temporarily 
to Castlefin, Co. Donegal on border 
duty where he would spend the next 
ten months after which he came back to 
Ballingarry South, Tipperary in 1960. He 
married Anne Kennedy from Moneygall, 
Co. Offaly on 26 April 1961 and moved, 
on a marriage transfer, to Caherconlish, 
Co. Limerick.
     Bill was promoted sergeant in October 
1966 and transferred to Emly, Co. 
Tipperary. While there he studied for 
a Diploma in Social Studies which was 
awarded to him by University College, 
Cork in 1967. He moved to Whitegate, 

East Cork in 1969. He next applied for a 
transfer to Ballyneety, Co. Limerick where 
he remained until 1980. 
     While there he was selected for an 
Instructors’ Course at the Garda College 
following which he was transferred to 
Henry Street, Limerick in January1980. He 
was the first In-Service Training Instructor 
appointed to the Limerick Divisional In-
Service Training School at O’Curry Street.
     As an instructor, his affable personality 
coupled with his command of his subject 
and clear delivery, combined to make 
an In-Service Training course enjoyable 
as well as informative. Bill retired on 
29 October1987. In retirement he 
maintained his deep interest in local 
history and the GAA. 
     Bill sadly passed away on 14 February 
2017 after a long illness in the loving care 
of his wife Anne, brothers, Francis, Kevin 
and his extended family. The family are 
grateful to his former colleagues in the 
GSRMA for their support during this time.
     A little-known fact is that Bill was a 
brother-in-law of Detective Garda Tom 
Peters who was very seriously injured in 
an explosion at Garryhinch in October 
1976 killing Garda Michael Clerkin. 

WILLIAM (BILL) HOLOHAN 
Aisling Grove Georgian 
Village, 
Old Cork Road, 
Limerick
Birthplace: Ballyspellan, 
Johnstown, 
Co. Kilkenny
Rank: Sergeant.
Reg. No.: 10693
Retired: 29 October 1987
Date of Death: 
14 February 2017
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     The other members injured and 
seriously traumatised in the explosion 
were Sergeant James Cannon, Garda 
Gerry Bohan and Detective Garda Ben 

Thornton. All five members were recently, 
if belatedly, awarded Scott Gold Medals.

May He Rest in Peace

JOHN J. CARNEY
Lorcan Avenue, 
Santry
Dublin 9
Birthplace: Clonmel, 
Co. Tipperary
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 15601K
Retired: 1993
Date of Death: 
8 April 2017

On 8 April we said goodbye to Garda 
John Carney. Though the last five years of 
John’s life were marred with ill health, it 
is with fondness and admiration the man 
and his achievements are remembered.
     In 1954, at just 15, John’s music career 
began in the Army School of Music, 
Cathal Brugha Barracks and at 18 he was 
appointed to the No 1 Army band. He 
married his beloved Mary in 1962. 
     This newly married man’s life changed 
when the Garda Band were about to 
embark on a grand tour of America. 
John left the Army and joined the Garda. 
Though the tour was a great success, the 
band was disbanded. He resumed Garda 
duties and over the next few years was 
stationed in Cabra, Store Street DMA and 
HQ Depot.
     After years of campaigning the 
band was reinstated so John returned 
to music, based in the Depot, Phoenix 
Park, in March 1973, where he remained 
till January 1993. Many adventures 
ensued with tours in Ireland, Switzerland, 
Germany and the annual trip to Kerry for 
the Rose of Tralee festival. 
     This was a much enjoyed event in the 
Carney household where, by now, there 
were three small children trying to spot 
their famous dad on TV. Though John 
retired from the band in 1993, he could 
not cut all ties yet and moved across the 
yard to the Canteen, where he pulled 
many a pint over the next nine years. 
However, ill health forced him to take a 
step back and John retired for good.

     John and Mary’s three children, Maria, 
John (RIP) and Paula, had given them 
seven grandchildren, he had his garden to 
keep him busy and many loyal friends to 
whisk him away to the canteen for a few 
social drinks!
     However, September 2011 saw John 
suffer a severe stroke. Too ill to be cared 
for at home, John spent his last years in 
the excellent care of Raheny Community 
Nursing Unit. The following years saw the 
arrival of four great grandchildren. 
     John’s visitor’s book, which his family 
hold dear, showed that his Garda pals 
had not forgotten him and indeed would 
visit at all hours, playing music for him 
and talking to him about the old days 
and the adventures, with adage, “what 
happened on tour, stayed on tour”. The 
kindness and compassion shown to John, 
in those very dark days were an indication 
of how much he was loved and admired 
by his colleagues.
     And so, the music faded for John. 
The Garda Band, current and retired 
members, played at his funeral. As he 
was brought from the church, they played 
his favourite song, Sliabh na Mbhan, 
as family and friends bade him a final 
farewell. John has now returned to the 
Bambonsfield, Tipperary, nestled at the 
foot of his beloved mountain.
     His family would like to thank 
everyone for their kind thoughts, cards 
and support. Rest in peace John Carney, 
you were loved.

Patricia (Pat) Keane died peacefully at the 
age of 93 on 4 November 2017. Widow 
of the late Garda Kevin Keane who joined 
the force as a ‘Taca’ in September 1939 
and then the regular force in April 1942. 
He died on 13 December 1987. 
     Pat married Garda Kevin Keane in 
1959, they had five children. Their eldest 
son Paul died 10 October 2017. Paul’s 
ashes were brought home from Oregon, 
USA and placed in the coffin with his 
mother Pat.
     Pat was a unique and one-off 

individual who leaves the world a lesser 
place for her absence. Pat was a gifted 
communicator. She was a great listener 
and drew people out of themselves 
effortlessly. She possessed a natural 
intelligence.
     Pat Keane loved life, God and had 
great faith. She had no fear of dying, it 
was all part of the natural cycle of life – 
‘The Old Make Way for the Young’.

Kind Regards
Patricia Keane (Daughter)

MRS PATRICIA KEANE 
Date of Death: 
4 November 2017

OBITUARIES

Síocháin   101



Bernard (Bennie) Reilly was born on 
7 December 1934 in Roosky, Co. 
Roscommon. He joined An Garda 
Síochána on 12 December 1956. Having 
completed his training in the Phoenix Park 
he was posted to Carrickmacross. 
     From there he transferred on border 
duty to Shantonagh and to G!angev!in  
in 1950. In May 1963 Bennie came to 
Finglas, Dublin where he remained until 
his promotion to 3arda Sergeant in 1969. 
He was appointed to the Bridewell and 
Mountjoy Garcia Station in February 1969 
where he served until his retirement in 
October 1994.
     Bennie spoke fondly of his time in An 
Garda Síochána and the great friends 
he made during his career and it was 
with great pride that he watched his son 
graduate from Templemore in 200l.
     Bennie met Kathleen (neé Keate) in 
Dublin, where they married in 1968 and 
had three children – Brian, Anne-Marie 
and Derek. Bennie loved his family and 
his home. We, his family, are grateful that 
he got to meet and love his daughters-
in-law, Kumiko and Sinead and son 
in law, Aidan and especially his five 
grandchildren – Laura, Maeve, Caoimhe, 
Ben and Sean.

Bennie was a great lover of sports and 
had a passion for rugby. He enjoyed 
watching many games. Being a 
Roscommon man, it was no surprise 
that he had a great love for Roscommon 
football. After much persuasion from his 
Dublin-born children, Bennie eventually 
gave in and became a Dublin football 
supporter too.
     However, his real sporting thirst was 
for golf. He was a member of Forrest 
Little Golf Club for many years and often 
played there three times a week. Such 
was his love for golf that even while 
wheelchair bound Bennie visited the 
driving range with his family to practice 
his shots.
     Sadly, his later years were plagued by 
ill health. Thankfully he was able to keep 
living, in his own home, to which we 
know meant everything to him. We, his 
family, together with his brother Gerry 
and his sisters Teresa, Monica and Nancy 
would like to thank all who attended 
Bennie’s funeral, especially retired and 
serving members of An Garda Síochána. 
We also want to thank those who 
provided escort duty on the day.

Ar dheis De go raibh a anam Dilis.

BERNARD (BENNIE) REILLY 
13 Cedarwood Park,
Dublin 11
Birthplace: Roosky, 
Co. Roscommon 
Reg. No: 13159H
Date of Death: 
22 January 201?

James was born on 7 April, 1963; the  
youngest  child of parents,  James and 
Lulu Keogan; and grew up on the family 
farm with his brothers and sisters - 
helping out with all the usual farming 
chores of that time.
James   attended the local Knocktemple  
National School during the years 1968-
1976 and completed his secondary  
school education with the Christian 
Brothers in Kells, Co. Meath in 1981. 
While awaiting his call into An Garda 
Síochána, he worked in The Glanbia Milk 
Plant in Virginia.
James joined The Force in the autumn 
of 1982. His first Station was in 
Hackballscross, Co Louth. In January 
1986 he transferred to Garristown in Co 
Meath; and two years later in 1988 he 
was assigned to Athboy, Co Meath where 
he spent the e rest of his career in The 
Force - apart from time working in Kells 
Garda Station prior to his retirement in 
August 2016.
     James enjoyed his work as a Garda 

and very much valued the camaraderie 
with his colleagues and always spoke 
highly of all. He was indeed a proud 
member of An Garda Síochána. James 
retired from An Garda Síochána in August 
2016 with over 33 years’ service.
     James was a great supporter of the 
GAA, enjoyed the countryside, music, 
cinema, and walking. He had a great love 
of history and a keen interest in politics. 
He was a supporter of all things local.
     James was a treasured member of our 
family, always at the heart of our family 
gatherings. He was a caring, thoughtful, 
generous and supportive family member 
to us all.
     In retirement, James was looking 
forward to enjoying his interest in farming 
and pursuing more fully his keen interest 
in history and engaging more actively in 
local activities and issues.
     Sadly, James died suddenly on 26 
February 2017, and is deeply missed by 
his family, neighbors and friends.
     His brother, Bennie, sisters, Gretta, 

JAMES KEOGAN
Beherna,
Virginia, Co. Cavan 
Birthplace: 
Virginia, Co.  Cavan 
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 23103G
Date of Death: 
26 February 2017
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Imelda, Kathleen and Loyola, sister-in-law, 
Geraldine, brother-in-law, Seamus, nieces 
and nephews,  thank most  sincerely all 
who attended James’s funeral, sent  Mass  
cards  and messages of sympathy.
     A special word of thanks to James’s 
former Garda colleagues for their support 

following James’s death, their attendance 
at our home,and participation at James’s 
funeral and Month’s Memory Mass. 
Thank you all.

Ar dheis De go raibh a anam dilis.

John Anthony Canny, known to all as 
‘Tony’ was a native of Carron, Co. Clare. 
He joined An Garda Síochána in 1960. 
He served in Fermoy for almost four 
years and was transferred to Waterford 
in 1964 and a year later in 1965 he was 
transferred to Kilkenny. Tony served there 
until his retirement in 1994.
     While serving in Fermoy in 1964 he 
met the love of his life Reena Roche 
and they married in 1966. They had 
three children Anthony, Aidan and Aine. 
Tony and Reena celebrated their Golden 
Jubilee of their marriage in 2016, and 
in May 2017 Tony celebrated his 80th 
birthday, once again surrounded by family 
and friends.
     Tony was appointed to the Detective 
Branch while in Waterford in 1964 and 
served for 30 years as a Detective. He was 
a conscientious, dedicated, hard-working 
crime investigator and was involved in 
solving many serious crimes both locally 
and nationally during his service. His 
contribution to those cases was always 
highly regarded and valued.
     Tony took great pride in An Garda 

Síochána and was highly respected by 
the public and his colleagues. He was a 
loyal supporter of his native Clare and 
was proud of the fact that the founder 
of the GAA Michael Cusack hailed from 
his native Carron. Tony was proud to be 
present in Croke Park when Clare won 
the Liam McCarthy Cup in 1997.
     He was a man of great faith and was 
a community activist. He was involved 
in several charitable organisations In 
Kilkenny including St Patrick’s Special 
Needs School, St Joseph’s Young Priests 
Society and the Knights of Columbanus. 
     Anything he was involved in he gave 
it his all. He was a dedicated husband, 
father and grandfather to his eight 
grandchildren. He is missed by all who 
knew him especially by his beloved wife 
Reena and family. The family would 
like to thank his friends and former 
colleagues for messages of sympathy and 
other tributes paid to Tony including his 
colleagues in the GSRMA.

Ar Dheis De go Roibh a Anam.

JOHN ANTHONY (TONY) 
CANNY 
Birthplace: 
Carron, 
Co. Clare
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 1426
Date of Death: 
5 July 2017
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WEBSITE WIN FOR ROSCOMMON BRANCH MEMBER 

Congratulations to Roscommon Branch member Tommie Kilroy, Kilmore Carrick-on-Shannon, who is this 
quarter’s website winner; €50 is on the way to Tommie. You too could be a winner. Simply register as a user 
and your name could be appearing here next issue. Further information and entry details feature in ‘In-House 

Report’ in this issue. 
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• FROM GARDA SÍOCHÁNA TO NEW 
ZEALAND POLICE

Pictured on the left at Garda HQ in 1956 is Garda 
Dave Allen (10942) with Garda Boland.  Gda. Allen 
a native of Belgooly, Co. Cork, joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1954 and was allocated to Athy Station. 
    Shortly after undergoing the Garda motorcycle 
course he emigrated to take up a police appointment 
in New Zealand. 
     In 1959, he was promoted Sergeant and 
appointed as District Recruiting & Training Officer at 
Nelson Police Station, New Zealand. 
    He is now enjoying retirement with his New 
Zealand-born wife, Pauline and their family. 
     Dave’s nephew Garda Daniel J. Allen (23296C) 
served in Kerry Garda Division before spending 15 
years as JLO Officer at Gurranabraher, Cork City.

(Photograph courtesy of Dan Allen, Cork City 
Branch)

• GARDAÍ AT KILL, CO. KILDARE (DECEMBER 
1953)

Pictured at Kill, Co. Kildare in December 1953 – Front 
Row (l-r): Sgt Kennelly (?), Insp. Barney Poole, Sgt James 
‘Kirby’ Cronin (Reg. No. 5883); Back Row (l-r): Gardaí Tom 
Sloyan, Joe McGovern and Michael Finn. 
(Photograph courtesy of Gerard Pascal Cronin, Cork City 
Branch)

• GARDA ON DUTY ON MIDDLE ABBEY ST IDENTIFIED
The picture on page 148 of the Winter 2017 issue of Síocháin of the 
Garda on duty at Middle Abbey Street in late 1960 is Denis Corcoran 
who was stationed at Store Street. Here’s confirmation from the 
man himself, who was a member of the June 1969 Class:  
     “Regarding your query on Page 148 (Archive Snapshots) in 
Winter 2017 Síocháin, I can confirm that the photo is of myself, 
then Garda Denis P. Corcoran, 96C, Unit ‘A’ Store Street Garda 
Station, Dublin 1. I left Store Street Station in 1977 on promotion to 
Shantonagh, Co. Monaghan, returning to Pearse Street Station in 
November 1978 where I remained until retirement in 2006. Denis P. 
Corcoran (17467L)”
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• ‘PASSING OUT’ PARADE AT THE DEPOT, 
PHOENIX PARK (1946)

Pictured at the ‘Passing Out’ Parade in 1946 were (l-r): 
[assigned stations in parentheses]: Gardaí Edmond Moore 
(DMA), Ted McCarthy (Kingwilliamstown), Jimmy O’Neill 
(Ballyneety), Dick Stokes (DMA), and Mick White (DMA). The 
late Ted McCarthy (RIP) was brother-in-law of Pat Poland.

• LAOIS/OFFALY HURLING TEAM (1960)
The Laois/Offaly Divisional Hurling Team from the 1960s. Pictured (l-r): S. Francis, M. O’Brien, J. Molloy, T. Canavan, S. Giles, J. 
Donovan, D. Dunne, P. Cloke, E. Begley, D. Wheelan, F. Garvey, M. Coughlan, M. Manley and B. Gleeson with trainer Supt Ned 
Kennedy.

• LAOIS/OFFALY DETECTIVE BRANCH (LATE 
1960s)

Detective Branch members from Laois/Offaly in the late 1960s: 
Front Row (l-r): B Thorton, J Donnellan, B Gleeson, J Duncan, 
D Dunne; Back Row (l-r): M. Clifford, P. O’Keefe and M. Carty.

 (Photography courtesy of Michael Dalton, Tullamore)



• TEMPLEMORE TRAINING CENTRE RECRUITS 
(FEB 1964) 

First arrivals at Templemore Training Centre in February 1964. 
Pictured (l-r): M. Dalton, P. Malone, S. McEveley, P.J. O’Donnell, 
S. Cunningham and B Dalton.

• GARDAÍ AT KEVIN STREET STATION (JUNE 1945)
Photograph of 12 Gardaí at Kevin Street Station in June 1945. Jim 
Hennelly (second row from left) joined the Force in 1944 at Kevin 
Street Station and returned there as a Superintendent in 1980 
approximately.

• PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 1930 
Members of An Garda Síochána pictured with Commission Eoin O’Duffy and Garda Chaplain Father Austin Tierney CP, Mount Argus 
pictured during in Lourdes in 1930. 
(Photograph courtesy of Mrs Kathleen McArdle, Ennis)
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IN THE FRAME

RETIREMENT OF FREDA WALSH AFTER 26 YEARS’ SERVICE
A retirement function was held in honour of Freda 
Walsh, who stepped down after 26 years of service in 
Mountbellew Garda Station, Co. Galway.
Pictured at the function on 1 December 2017 at the Malthouse, 
Mountbellew, Co. Galway.
Back Row (l-r): Donal Raftery, Pat Regan, Colin Broderick, 
Donal Hallinan, Graham Loftus, John Fahy, Pat Flanagan and 
Ollie King. Middle Row (l-r):  Pat McHugh, Phil Coffey, John 
Kenny, Sean Farrell, Con Moynihan, Donal Rodgers, John 
Connor, Martin Hynes, Aidan Foley, Peter Horan, Pat Daly, Noel 
O Malley and Michael Feehily, Front Row (l-r): Ray Shanagher, 
Michael Reilly, Tom Horkan, Freda Walsh, Mary McElroy, Karen 
Fitzgerald and Marie Skehill.

(Photo courtesy of Theo Hanley)

MEETING AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE IN ZURICH
Photograph taken recently in Zurich when Des 
Kiernan (14604H), Mullingar Branch GSRMA met 
an old acquaintance in his travels, Garda Charlotte 
McCarthy. They last met in 1964 when Charlotte 
was on duty in Limerick and when Des was passing 
through the City to play a friendly hurling match in 
Lixnaw. (Photograph courtesy of Des Kiernan).

CORRECTION: CORRECT AUTHOR NAMED
In the Winter 2017 
issue of ‘SÍOCHÁIN’ the 
published article ‘Gone 
But Not Forgotten’ was 
submitted by Michael 
Dalton (Offaly Branch) and not Patrick Farragher. 
Apologies.
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Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

Please send your completed 
entries to ‘Spring 2018
Competition’, SÍOCHÁIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 11 May 2018. 

The first correct entry drawn 
bags the €100 prize. Good 
luck to everyone who enters!

ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD

Branch:
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ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD
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Congratulations to 
Michael Kavanagh, 

Emyvale, Co. Monaghan.
Winner of the Winter 2017 Crossword

€100 Cheque is in the post!

• Across

1 House decorators tie small boats to docks. (8)  
5 Group of Mexicans or Colombians invovled in illegal 
drugs trade. (6)
9 Well off section of society. (8)
10 Heads off a disaster. (6)
12 Describes someone whose skills and talents are not up 
to the job. (9)
13 Innocent and gullible. (5)
14 Narrow bit of land sticking out into sea or skewer on 
which carcase might be cooked. (4)
16 Blood count of stoker? (7)
19 Warning from judge over rigged auction. (7)
21 Make tea?  Or beer? (4)
24 Yes, in France and Germany, this board will get you in 
touch with the spirits. (5)
25 Pasrasite hanging over kissers during the Festive 
Season. (9)
27 Not as far away, my God, to thee. (6)
28 Young bird that, as yet, can’t fly. (8)
29 Prayer beads? (6)
30 Said to be true. (8)

• Down

1 Calm and serene and unflappable. (6)
2 Contaminate with a bug or a virus. (6)
3 Highest American holds winning card. (5)
4 It’s circular and it’s metallic and it’s a part in the horse’s 
mouth. (4-3)
6 It will be in your favour, give you the upper hand. (9)
7 Phrase in America for ‘Where the bus stops eventually.’ 
(8) 
8 Where to get rich quick in Nevada?  Or more likely, 
poor! (3,5)
11 Repair or fix. (4)
15 Lowest rank in army starts out to be a freelance pirate 
on the high seas. (9)
17 Old sailing ship full of beer?  (8)
18 These people had no sense of humour or of fun or 
enjoyment. (8)
20 Without feeling. (4)
21 Street musicians. (7)
22 Unwilling to bend the rules, even slightly? (6)
23 Got together in the business world. (6)
26 Supple, lissom and very agile. (5)

Solution to Crossword in Winter 2017
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Ballinskelligs, Co. Kerry.

Phone: 00 353 66 9479244
Fax: 00 353 66 9479356

Web: www.bvpireland.com
E-mail : info@bvpireland.com

Ballinskelligs Veterinary Products (Tairgi Tread Lia 
Baile na Sceilge Teo) is a manufacturer of veterinary 
pharmaceutical and nutritional products for commer-
cial farm livestock and companion animals. The com-
pany is 100% Irish owned and established since 1990. 
The plant is located in Ballinskelligs, approximately 
10 miles south-west of Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry.

• BVP has a long experience in providing its cus-
tomers with a wide range of contract manufac-
turing services

• Located in County Kerry, south west Ireland, BVP 
is licensed to handle and process products man-
ufactured for the treatment of animals

• BVP has modern clean rooms which comply 
with the most stringent specifications laid down 
for pharmaceutical production. All products are 
manufactured in cleanrooms.

Ballinskelligs Veterinary 
Products (B.V.P)

Carroll O’Keeffe & Co. Ltd. are quality builders 
with a broad portfolio which includes schools, 
commercial buildings, housing developments 
and private houses.

Carroll O’Keeffe & Co. Ltd. has a reputation in 
the Midlands as a contractor who completes 
high quality projects on time and on budget.

• Commercial

• Retail

• Education 

• Health

• Private Houses 

• Schemes 

• Restoration

The Green, Clonaslee, Co Laois 

Tel.: +353 (0)57 86 48321 
E-mail: info@carrollokeeffe.com

 

RETIRED GARDA GOLF 
COMPETITION 2018 

  
 

Killeen Castle Golf Club 
Dunsany, Co. Meath 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 

  
Monday 14 May 2018 (9am to 2pm) 

 
 

Entry Fee €100 per Team of Four 
 

Time Sheet: Barry Walsh (086-3897271) 
Buggy Hire by Arrangement at Pro-Shop 

 
 
  
  
 Sponsored by 

 
 

 

GSRMA Home Page/Website 
needs more visitors!  

By not visiting our 
website you are 
missing out on the 
many news items, 
discussion forums 
and support services 
available to all 
members…and, of 
course, on a chance 
to win the regular 
€50 draw! 
   You can visit 
www.gardaretired.
com or simply scan 
this QR Code. Follow the easy and clear directions to log onto 
our ‘Members Only’ section and benefit FULLY from our/your 
GSRMA website.



POETRY CORNER

Misnomer
By Pat Daly, Cork City Branch 

If you’ve been a victim
Of incompetent tradesmen
Who messed up your plumbing
Or ruined your décor;
Call them desperadoes,
Dirty coyotes,
Renegades, polecats,
Half breeds or varmints.

But out of respect
For Hopalong Cassidy, 
Tex Ritter, Gene Autry, 
John Wayne and Roy Rogers;
Stetsons and rodeos,
Camp fires and guitars,
Please, I beseech you, 
Do not call them cowboys.

He donned his cap
As he did every day,
He took a last look
As was his way.
He walked out the door
To a call he was beckoned,
To protect the lives
Of those who are stricken.
 
He responded to the call
To serve one and all,
No matter who they were
Big or small.
He prided himself
With the duty he was given,
Not knowing the dangers
That some were unforgiving.
 
He walks on our streets
And patrols our lands,
And all he asks
Is a helping hand,
He gets on with his job
With very little help,
Knowing at anytime
That this could be 
a retrograde step.
 
He keeps his fears
And his opinions to himself,
Without recourse to
The upper shelf.
He stands alone
Observing us all,
And he smiles to himself
When his duty calls.
 
Author: Christy Galligan (Garda Sergeant, Retd) 
Donegal North Branch 
To all members of the force and those who were killed in 
the line of duty and those who grieve.

The Last Hero
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

Half Mace
Cracked pitted flat sea defiant rocks
Break open my thoughts falling thunderous on the shore
in foam bubbled messages
brought by white-horsed chargers
riding high and reckless out of the Atlantic
while the wheezy wind sighs
over the round-rocked beach
for Spanish sailors lost in memory eye
from the legendary decks of the Spanish Armada
wrecked on the lump islands
rising a glance away above the spray
as skeletal cottages recall
hard grafting days 
a new century away
thrusting their bare-headed stones
into the gale as the pale September sun
rakes over the white bouldered meadow
a wild confluence of colour, stalk and burrs
purple lining honeysuckle golden yellow furze
magenta bell heather, devilled scabrius purple hue
of rough tufted grasses where wet-lipped butterworts 
and sundews drink from the boggy brink
of the ferned and blackened inland pool
gazing cool-faced and serene into the moving sky
as the crazy jumbled stacks of grey-stoned walls lie
gasping with gaps, chasing the leaping lurching 
dipping gaelic track back to the black silhouette
of the twelve mighty Bens in timeless Connemara
where all horizons end.

Anonymous
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Bulletin Board

Reg. 
Number

Status Name Station

GARDA RETIREMENTS

24244F  Garda    Thomas Geoghegan  Tullamore Garda Station 

24496A  Inspector    Neil Curran  GNIB 

22515M  Sergeant    Robert Reilly  Mountjoy Garda Station 

22473A  Garda    Robert Sheehy  Ministerial Pool 

23631D  Garda    James Frain  Letterkenny Garda Station 

23384F  Garda    Charles Sweeney  Details 

22834F  Garda    John Ward   Clontarf Garda Station 

24719G  Garda    Michael O’Brien  Kilkelly Garda Station 

22528B  Garda    Patrick Kelly  SDU 

00264L  Garda    Deirdre O’Loughlin  Henry Street Garda Station 

24189L  Supt    Paul Murray  Office of Corporate Communications 

22704H  Garda    Brian McNulty  Ballycroy Garda Station 

24157A  Garda    Patrick Nestor  Castlerea Garda Station 

21710G  Garda    Thomas Moran  Oranmore Garda Station 

22931H  Sergeant    John Flaherty  Kildare Garda Station 

24133D  Sergeant    Kevin Spain  Bridewell Garda Station 

24540B  Garda    John Kelly   Ennis Garda Station 

22907E  Garda    Joseph Dolan  Kinlough Garda Station 

24576C  Garda    Rory Keating  Galway Garda Station 

24922L  Sergeant    Seamus Magee  Kilmainham Garda Station 

23161D  Garda    David McDonnell  Defence Unit 

23689F  Garda    JOseph Keenan  Enniskerry Station 

20948A  Sergeant    James Harraghy  Monaghan Station 

21792A  Sergeant    Michael O’Brien  Mountjoy Station 

22929F  Sergeant    Peter Smith  Ballymun Station 

22758G  Garda    Eamonn Earley  Trusk Road 

21008M  Garda    Thomas O’Callaghan  Galway Garda Station 

00369G  Garda    Sarah Redmond  Phoenix Park 

22279H  Garda    Michael Kenny  Enniscorthy Garda Station 

26086L  Garda    Edward Long  Phoenix Park 

21420E  Garda    Patrick Walsh  Sraith Salach Garda Station 

23322F  Garda    Connor Ledwith  Galway Garda Station 

23879A  Sergeant    Joseph Sweeney  Roosky Station 

23393E  Garda    Thomas Barber  GNOCB 

24439B  Garda    William Dolan  Naas Garda Station 

22822B  Sergeant    Patrick McCarthy  Skibbereen Station 

24465A  Garda    Kevin Conroy  Bangor Erris Garda Station 

24088E  Sergeant    Ronan Joyce  GNECB 

22623H  Garda    Philip Brown  Naas Garda Station 

24490B  Sergeant    Daniel Prenty  SDU
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Jayne Barrett  Limerick, Boston USA   Daughter of Mick Barrett  Limerick City 23/05/2017
Marie Cullen  Abbey View Terrace, Michael St, Kilkenny Sister of Gerard Cullen   Kilkenny  20/11/2017
Angela Byrne (née Lambe)   Carrickmacross, Monaghan  Sister of Pat Lambe   Meath  27/11/2017
Mary Ann Galvin (née Cunningham) Boyanna,Moate, Westmeath  Mother of PJ Galvin    Dundalk  01/12/2017
       Mother of Martin Galvin  Portlaoise  01/12/2017
Daniel Vaughan  New York former Police Officer NYPD Brother of Martin Vaughan  Dublin North 08/11/2017
Cecilia Laffan   Cobh, Cork    Mother of Trevor Laffan  Cork City  03/12/2017
Bidget Dooley  Mountshannon, Co.Clare  Mother of Christy Dooley  Cavan  04/12/2017
Josephine Greene  Bellewstown, Co.Meath  Sister of Eugene Cassidy  Cavan  05/12/2017
Elizabeth Farrelly  Templemore, Co.Tipperary  Mother of Paul Farrelly   Naas  06/12/2017
Angela Gaynor  Farnborough England    Sister of Bernard McMahon  Dublin North  26-Nov-17
Eileen O’Loughlin  Cappaqua, New York State  Sister of Aiden Byrne   Dublin North 05-Nov-17
Bernardette Starken  Naas, Kildare   Sister of Theresa O’Halloran  Naas  12-Dec-17
Michael Sheils   Seafield Youghal Co. Cork  Father of David Shiels   Cavan   13/12/2017
Bridget Tess Spillane  Two Mile Borris, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Mother of Brendan Spillane  Cork City  14/12/2017
Martin Joseph (Joe) Connolly Clareview, Limerick   Brother of Brendan Connolly  Cork City  15/12/2017
        Brother of Padraic Connolly Castlebar  15/12/2017
Lucy Corcoran  Grange, Lorrha, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Mother of Dermot Corcoran  Naas  15/12/2017
Bridie Kerrisk  Lewis Road, Killarney   Mother of Noel Kerrisk   Clonmel  18/12/2017
Doreen Conlon  Hawthorn Drive, Roscommon Town Wife of Jim Conlon   Roscommon 21/12/2017
Ellen Mahony  Holywell House Delgany Co. Wicklow Wife of Tony Mahony   Bray  21/12/2017
Ellen Mahony  Delgany, Co Wicklow   Wife of Tony Mahony   Bray  21/12/2017
Conor O’Brien  Templeogue, Dublin   Son of Pascal O’Brien   Dublin South 28/12/2017
Brendan Kelly  Durrow, Laois   Brother of Peter Kelly   Offaly  29/12/2017
Brian Ruane  Cork City     Son of Mary & late Mick Ruane  Cork City  07/01/2018
Sheila Condren  Hillview, Inch, Gorey, Co. Wexford  Mother of Larry Condren  Fermoy  10/01/2018
Ellen Ferris   Leixlip, Co. Kildare   Mother of Ian Ferris    Meath  11/01/2018
Cathal Shanley  Old Spa Road, Clonmel  Son of Tim Shanley   Clonmel  13/01/2018
Patrick Daly  Crossmolina Co. Mayo   Brother of Jim Daly   Ballina  15/01/2018
Margaret Mullaney  Glasnevin Dublin 7   Brother of Thomas Mullany  Dublin North 15/01/2018
Ann Callinan  Castleknock, Dublin 15  Mother of Martin Callinan  Dublin North 15/01/2018
Bernardette Shanahan  Coolquay, The Ward, Dublin  Mother of Michael Shanahan   Meath  16/01/2018
Mary Gilmartin  Santry, Dublin   Wife of Jim Gilmartin (deceased)  Dublin North 22/01/2018
Betty Eager (nee Hayes) Portumna, Galway   Sister of Liam Hayes   Clare  23/01/2018
Thomasina Keogh (nee Kinsella) Newbridge, Co Kildare   Wife of Liam Keogh   Naas  26/01/2018
Joan Walsh (nee Murphy) Newport, Co Tipperary   Mother of Patrick Walsh  Sligo  27/01/2018
Maria Costello  Clane, Co Kildare   Daughter of Tom Costello  Harcourt Square 27/01/2018
                        Niece of Padraic Costello  GSRMA Central 27/01/2018
           Committee
John Callaghan  Knavinstown, Co Kildare  Father of Natalie Moore  Operational Support  25/01/2018
           Services 
NanBuckley (nee Barry) Cobh, Cork    Mother of John Buckley  Waterford  26/01/2018
Bridget (Bridie) English Ardfinnan, Co Tipperary  Mother of John English  Clare  28/01/2018
Tony Mulchrone  London    Brother of Michael Mulchrone   Cork City  26/01/2018
BredaO’Hanrahan (nee Kirwan) Louth/Carlow   Mother of Barry O’Hanrahan  Dundalk  29/01/2018
Martin Joseph (Joe) Lee Midleton, Cork   Son in law of Maurice Murray  Cork City  30/01/2018
Siobhan Gallagher  Gweedore, Co Donegal  Mother of Dt Bosco Gallagher  Donegal  31/01/2018
Colm Wiley   Bodyke, Clare   Brother of Flan Wiley   Cork City  01/02/2018
Maura Foy (nee Mulligan) Mohill, Leitrim    Mother of Garda Gerry Foy  Letterkenny 04/02/2018
       Mother of retired Sergeant Mick Foy Letterkenny 04/02/2018
Maisie (Mary Ann) Miller  Abbeyleix, Laois   Mother of Sergeant Tom Miller  Wexford  04/02/2018
(nee Cahill 
Isobel Dolan  Deansgrange, Co Dublin  Widow of Patrick Dolan  Dublin South 05/02/2018
Dan O’Connor  Blackrock, Cork   Father of Donal O’Connor  Portlaoise  09/02/2018

NAME   ADDRESS    RELATIONSHIP   BRANCH  DATE OF DEATH
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FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH
Thomas Hayes CORK 
John McLoughlin DUBLIN NORTH 
Declan Hunt ROSCOMMON 
John Lynch CORK 
James Hiney DUBLIN SOUTH 
Tom Duffy DUNDALK
James P Bourke WATERFORD
Eugene Corcoran DUBLIN SOUTH 
John Doyle MEATH 
Julianna Murphy CLARE
Jim Gannon DUNDALK
Trevor Maye CORK 
John Connolly CORK 
Joseph O’Flaherty DUBLIN NORTH
Peter Butler CLONMEL
Patrick Ruttledge CORK
Lorraine Stack DUBLIN SOUTH 
Richard White CORK
Gerard Holland DUBLIN NORTH 
Fiona O’Brien CORK 
Bart Doherty OFFALY 
Donal Smyth MEATH
Mary Burbage WICKLOW
Gerry Coller DUBLIN SOUTH
Robert Noonan NENAGH 
William Doyle MALLOW 

NEW MEMBERS
FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH
Ciaran Gormley WICKLOW
Ann Fallon CAVAN 
Richard Hogan CORK 
John Foudy DUBLIN SOUTH 

Fergus McGuinness DUBLIN WEST
Mary Murray SLIGO 
Patrick Ambrose DUBLIN NORTH 
Timothy Maher DUBLIN SOUTH 
Michael McCarthy THURLES
William Horgan CORK WEST
Thomas Keane LIMERICK
Mary Casey NAAS
Desmond Rispin DUBLIN NORTH
Oliver Moloney DUBLIN SOUTH 
Patrick Glennon KILDARE NORTH 
Tom McCarthy CORK WEST 
Laurence Smith WEXFORD
Anne Crofton DUBLIN NORTH 
James P Bourke WATERFORD 
Joseph O’Flaherty DUBLIN NORTH
Peter  Butler CLONMEL
Bart Doherty OFFALY
Neil Curran DUBLIN NORTH 
Catherine Finan WICKLOW
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Aislin Meagher  Kilmacud, Dublin  Daughter of Ciaran Meagher   Dublin  10/02/2018
Bridie Walsh    Coolrecuil and Corpus Christi Mother of Garda John Walsh   Letterkenny 09/02/2018
      Mother of Garda Larry Walsh   Donegal Town  09/02/2018
           Garda Station 
Frances Bower (nee Dwyer) Newbridge, Co Kildare  Sister of John Dwyer    Portlaoise  09/02/2018
Eileen Shanahan  Thurles, Co Tipperary  Mother of Martin Shanahan   Dungarvan  09/02/2018
      Grandmother of Brian Shanahan     09/02/2018
Teresa McGohan     Daughter of John Callaghan   Clones, Co Monaghan 27/11/2018
Michael Lyons  Louisburgh, Co Mayo  Father of D/G Niall Lyons   Dun Laoghaire 14/02/2018
Ferris Helen  Leixlip, Co. Kildare  Sister of D/S Ian Ferris    Meath  17/02/2018
Elizabeth Hurley (nee Delaney) Cork Road, Waterford  Wife of Jim Hurley    Waterford  25/08/2017
Gerard (Ger) Murphy  Butlerstown, Waterford  Son of P O Murphy    Waterford  03/11/2017
Sheila Moore (nee Keane) Killaloe, Co Clare  Mother of Paddy Moore   Waterford  18/11/2017
Joan Cummins (nee Sayers) Cashel, Co Tipperary  Mother of Retired Sergeant Majella Lynch  Bray  22/02/2018
      Mother in law of Garda Declan Lynch  Bray  22/02/2018
      Mother in law of Retired Sergeant Donal Ryan Bray  22/02/2018
UnaTimoney  Ballina, Co Mayo  Mother in Law Stephen Smyth   Ballina  24/02/2018
Cecilia Costello  Kilcormac, Offaly  Wife of Pat Costello    Offaly  28/02/2018

NAME   ADDRESS    RELATIONSHIP   BRANCH  DATE OF DEATH
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Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Michael Landers Limerick County 13438D 24/11/2017

Criostoir O’Loingaig Kilkenny 10102H 01/12/2017

James Murphy Dublin South 10954A 08/12/2017

Patrick  Gillespie Galway 14166F 09/12/2017

Anthony Grey Carlow 10097H 22/12/2018

Michael D Murphy Dublin West 10720D 27/12/2017

Peter Finn Wexford 18319K 27/12/2017

Anthony Brophy Dublin North 19911G 29/12/2017

Daniel Sullivan Mullingar 10529E 01/01/2018

Liam Denby Wexford 13569M 03/01/2018

Patrick Joseph O’Connor Dundalk 10688G 06/01/2018

Macartan(Maxie) Donohue Killarney 10068D 05/01/2018

Peter Mulvee Cork City 12783C 06/01/2018

John Gallagher Dublin North 16637E 09/01/2018

Patrick F Coogan Cork City 13176H 10/01/2018

Joe Mc.Manus Ballina 09541K 15/01/2018

Gerard Molloy Cork West 14009M 14/01/2018

William Earle Dublin North 13029L 18/01/2018

Michael Joseph Shaughnessy Castlebar 10146L  18/01/2018

John McCormack Limerick 10086B 29/01/2018

John B Hannigan Drogheda 11029K 24/01/2018

Michael Callaghan Naas 14847D 25/01/2018

John P Freeman Ballina 17104B 30/01/2018

Dan Dillon Clonmel 14977B 31/01/2018

James (Jim) Smith Sligo 10760C 03/02/2018

Daniel (Dan) O’Shea Fermoy 14252B 03/02/2018

Michael Guerin Clare 13732D 06/02/2018

Walter (Watty) Dowd Thurles 09790L 07/02/2018

Philip O’Callaghan Trim, Co Meath 19693B 10/02/2018

Patrick “Christy” Connolly Mullingar 20690C 18/02/2018

Daniel Friel Donegal South 09600H 21/02/2018

Christopher McNamee Monaghan 10319E 26/02/2018

John O’Connor Limerick County 15066E 27/02/2018

Patrick J Dowd Athlone, Co Roscommon 12885F 02/03/2018

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death
Monica Patricia Keane Drumcondra, Dublin 9 Dublin North 04/11/2017
Anne Sheehan Dundrum, Dublin 14 Dun Laoghaire 14/11/2017

Catherine(Patsy) Burke Benvoirlick Estate,Bishoptown Cork City 30/11/2017

Carmel Hughes Walkinstown, Dublin Dublin South 11/01/2018

DECEASED WIDOWS
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‘GUARDIANS 
OF THE GAA’ 
BOOK LAUNCH
Brian Willoughby, 
current Detective 
Sergeant in Mullingar, 
and Noel Hynes, 
GSRMA Naas Branch 
member, will launch 
the ‘Guardians of the 
GAA’ on Friday 18 May 
at 7pm in Jackson 
Court Hotel, Harcourt 
St, Dublin 2.

REUNION 
PLANNED FOR 
APRIL 1966 CLASS
If you were you a member 
of the Class of 1966, then 
your former colleague 
Michael Clifford is anxious 
to hear from you with a 
view to organising a class 
reunion. Contact Michael 
on 087-2575800 or email 
michaelclifford@gmail.com

REUNION FOR CLASS A&B (NOVEMBER 1964)
For those who may be interested in a Class A & B reunion from November 1964, please email Tom Brady (GSRMA 
Dundalk Branch) tmmbrady@eircom.net.

REUNION DAY FOR 
TRAINING CENTRE STAFF
It has been proposed that an effort 
should be made to hold a Training Centre 
Staff Reunion Day at the Garda College 
Templemore for members who worked in 
the centre before the changeover to the 
present system of training. 
     It is envisaged that it would be held on a 
Saturday, with accommodation and meals 
provided. 
     If you are interested in attending please 
contact Barry Feeney on 086-2333216 of 
any member of the GSRMA Templemore 
Branch. 




