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EDITORIAL

NO FORUM TO FIGHT
FOR PENSION
RESTORATION
The absence of a forum for GSRMA members to publicly air their views on pension
restoration is bemoaned by General Secretary Paschal Feeney. He says the Association
has waited for far too long to make its submissions to the Public Service Pay
Commission, which is due to deliver its report in April.

O

n behalf of the GSRMA, I had written well in
advance when the Terms of Reference were
released for the Public Service Pay Commission
(PSPC) – the body which was established to look
into all aspects of Public Sector Remuneration.
Likewise I sought representation on your behalf
on the Commission itself in order to get our
message across, since the Government is failing to
recognise our plight.
Taoiseach Enda Kenny referred my application
to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform,
Paschal Donohoe TD. Minister Donohoe released
the names of the PSPC members he had appointed
to the Commission, and inferred that all submission
in relation to public pay and pensions were to be
submitted to this body in good time, so that they
would be best equipped to deliver its report.
In mid-February I wrote to the Public Service
Pay Commission, to put them on notice that I would be
making a submission on your behalf. I asked for direction
in relation to deadlines and the most apt times to submit
our report.
What has followed is yet another bitter
disappointment from this Government; PSPC thanked
me for my correspondence and directed me to a recent
parliamentary question (PQ) delivered by Minister for
Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Paschal Donohoe,
in the Dáil on 21 February 2017.
MINISTERIAL RESPONSE
The Minister made the following statement: “Under
the remit set out in its terms of reference the PSPC is
tasked with reporting to Government on the pay of
public servants, in the context of the Financial Emergency
Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Acts. The
Commission’s remit does not extend to considering the
position of retired public servants.
“The Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) applies

as a progressively structured imposition on public service
pensions in payment to retired public servants under
terms set out in FEMPI, Act 2010, as amended. PSPR is
being significantly reversed in three stages under FEMPI,
Act 2015.
“When fully rolled out from 1 January 2018, the
changes will mean that all public service pensions with
pre-PSPR values of up to €34,132 will be fully exempt from
PSPR, while those pensioners not fully removed from the
reach of PSPR will, in the majority of cases, benefit by
€1,680 per year.
“The officials of my Department and I have engaged
with representatives of the Alliance of Retired Public
Servants (ARPS) and will continue to do so, to ensure
retired public servants and their representatives have a
suitable and appropriate opportunity to articulate their
issues and concerns in relation to public service pensions
in payment.”
What this means is yet again there is no forum for
GSRMA to publicly air its views on Pension Restoration.
Síocháin 1
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
BALLINA BRANCH

Ballina Branch members enjoying
their Christmas party in the Merry
Monk Ballina on 5 December 2016:
Front Row (l-r): Joe Cosgrove,
Jim Friel, Jim Walshe,Tom Lyons,
Mick Farrell, Danny Gallagher, Noel
Slowey and Malachy Burke; Back
Row (l-r): Des McCann, Jim Gill,
Mick Hussey, Tony Lavelle,Noel
Brett, Stephen Smyth, Eamon
Brogan, Cyril Collins, Greg Burke,
Paddy O’Hora, Val McLoughlin, Mick
Caplice, Padraic Prendergast, John
McCormack and Mick Staunton.
(Pic: Danny Gallagher)

BRAY BRANCH
Pictured at a presentation to Open
Door Charity in The Harbour
Bar, Bray on 7 February with a
cheque for €310, following a raffle
organised by the Bray Branch
of the GSRMA (l-r): John Smith,
Secretary GSRMA, Patricia Wojner,
Chairperson of Open Door, Mick
Lernihan, Treasurer of GSRMA &
Open Door Trustee, Tom Conway,
Chairman of GSRMA and Suzanne
Cox, Open Door.

CARLOW BRANCH

Pictured are GSRMA members Tom Egan, Pat Doorey and John Kelly.
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Pat Doorey [Reg. No. 14065A]
retired on 15 August 1996 as
Sergeant I\C Castledermot, Co.
Kildare after 37 years’ service in
An Garda Síochána. He currently
resides at Baltinglass Hospital,
Co. Wicklow.
On a recent visit to Baltinglass
from two of his former colleagues
– retired members Tom Egan and
John Kelly from Carlow Branch –
presented Pat with a Certificate
of Appreciation to mark his
commitment to the GSRMA over
the past 21 years.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
CORK CITY BRANCH
The 127 patrons attending the
Christmas Lunch at Rochestown
Park Hotel on Thursday 1
December 2016 enjoyed the meal
and entertainment. After the dinner
and distribution of 25 spot prizes
the ladies’ choir, organised by Mrs
Della Diggin, sang a selection of
Christmas carols.
Thanks to Betty Moloney on
key-board and all who participated
for making the afternoon so special.
Kevin McSweeney provided the
Cork Ladies’ Choir (l-r): Mary Morrissey, Nuala Whelan, Norma Doody, Mary Doody, Mary
music and many couples graced
Cronin, Hetty Tuohy, Della Diggin, Mary Mulkeen.
the dance floor. Our appreciation
booked-out.
to all who sang or gave recitations.
Finally a special thanks to all new members who
The Branch Committee has arranged to present
15 GSRMA Certificates at Rochestwon Park Hotel on joined last year and helped the Cork City GSRMA
membership exceed the 400 mark. By sticking
Wednesday 10 May, while the four-day coach tour in
together we exist. Ar scáth a chéile a mhairimíd
June to Arklow-Bay Hotel and the East Coast is fully

DUBLIN NORTH

Ninety members of the Dublin North Branch attended
the Annual Christmas Dinner at the Skylon Hotel on
9 December 2016 for the usual turkey and ham and
lovely plum pudding. Our sincere thanks to the staff
of the Skylon Hotel. Entertainment was provided by
the well-known pianist Pat Lee and by Marguerite
Collins the lovely daughter of one of our own branch
members Tom Collins. Some of those attending sang
and gave recitals and even Donald Trump made an
appearance. A great night was had by all, thanks to
our chief organiser John Collins.
Our Pilot Project ‘Panel of Friends’ is now up and
running and is receiving great support from the CC
and branches around the country wishing it well and
hope that it will be a success and extended to all
branches in due course. Driven by Frank Fizpatrick
and supported by our Liaison Officer Cormack
Ryan they have recruited 14 members as friends
and the Secretary of the group is one of our newest
members Mary Gormley.
In 2016 the CC decided to run a short story
competition amongst its members. A large number
of members participated and sent in entries. The
overall winner was Bill Kelly from the North City
Branch with his excellent story called ‘The Will’,
which was published in the Winter Edition of
Síocháin.
Our congratulations to another North City member
and present chairman of our branch Jim Murphy

from Glasnevin who was elected Honorary Life
Member of Westmanstown Golf Club at their AGM in
December. This was in recognition of his outstanding
involvement in the purchase and development of
the land and the creation of the Complex and Sports
facility there. Jim put a lot of time and energy and his
immense expertise into this project over the years
and was deserving of this honour.
Another one of our members that received an
accolade in recent times was Michael O’Connor,
Drumcondra a long serving member of the GSRMA
and a great supporter who was presented with a
Special Recognition Award by the Garda GAA Club
before Christmas in appreciation of his leadership as
Chairman.
Under the chairmanship of Michael the
reorganised club went on to win the Dublin Senior
football League in 1972 at a time when 30 senior
clubs were competing. It shows Michael’s leadership
quality and commitment, indeed to anything he lends
his hand. Well done Michael.
The coffee mornings on the last Tuesday of each
month in the Skylon Hotel is always well attended
and we had a number of exciting speakers over
the last year and more to follow in 2017, so keep
coming. Also our card game on the Wednesday
nights @ 7.30pm is proving very popular and more
members are welcomed.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
FERMOY BRANCH
After much debate, much organisation and
unfortunately a debate on cost and especially
the state of branch funds, 32 members set off
from Fermoy on their annual summer outing
9-11 August 2016, which could not have
taken place without the assistance and cooperation of the Mallow Branch, due to the
number of Mallow members who travelled
and offered financial assistance.
After setting off for Dublin at 8am from
Fermoy by luxury coach, our first stop was
at Kilashee House Hotel in Naas, where tea
coffee etc was waiting for us. We had time
to take some photographs and some walked
the beautiful grounds.
Group photograph at Garden of Remembrance courtesy of Joe Watkins, Secretary
From there we proceeded to the
of Fermoy Branch.
Guinness Store House, where our tour was
arranged. This was one of the highlights of our trip.
As always some retail therapy was needed by the
Some had visited here before but they again enjoyed
female contingent, so to facilitate our luxury coach
the guided tour. Some Guinness was consumed and
and driver we set off for Blanchardstown Shopping
I saw members pouring their own pint, I would say it
Centre. A number of hours was spent there, some
was not their first time! All present were delighted with shopped, some drank and more just wandered
this part of our visit.
around. All enjoyed their time there.
On our way to the Hotel we stopped off at the
The next day it was off on a guided tour of Croke
Garden of Remembrance and a group photograph
Park, from feedback this was the highlight of our trip
was taken, more time could have been spent here,
to Dublin. The tour was of particular importance to
but the inclement weather prevented this.
native Corkonians as Croke Park had changed a
We overnighted at the Regency Hotel on a bed
lot since their last visit. A long number of hours was
and breakfast and evening meal basis. What a lovely
spent here as there is so much to see and read. We
hotel, great accommodation and a great feedback
then proceeded south and stopped in Newbridge for
from all. After dinner all participated in a sing song,
more retail therapy and refreshments in a local bar.
led by our musical director, Larry O’Hara.
Our last stop was at the Horse and Jockey Hotel
After a good night’s sleep and healthy breakfast
where a beautiful evening meal was arranged. Well
we set off for Glasnevin Cemetery, our guided tour
fed, not thirsty we arrived back where we started
was arranged. The history of this very important
before midnight. The feedback to the organising
location was explained in detail by our guide and all
committee was one of delight, looking forward to
the historical gravesites were visited.
2017.
GALWAY BRANCH
At the Galway Branch AGM recently held in Salthill, three GSRMA members received Certificates of
Appreciation (l-r) Marie Landy, Julian Ryan and Maureen Kavanagh (on behalf of her mother Mrs Siobhan
Kavanagh).
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
KILLARNEY BRANCH

Retired Gardaí in the Kenmare
area held their third Christmas
dinner on 13 December 2016.
It was a great success with
23 members sitting down
to a beautiful meal at the
Shamrock Hotel, Kenmare.
The evening was devoted
to conversation and we were
delighted to have two serving
members – Sean Twomey
and Sean O Reagan – join us.
The organisers would like to
thank all those who attended
and their support. Also in our
thoughts are members who
were not present, such as
Mick Harrington (RIP), who
was a great supporter through
the years.

Front Row (l-r): J. Duggan, L. Dineen, J. Dwyer, J. Thornhill, J O’Sullivan and P. Brown.
Middle Row (l-r): Tom McDonald, Brendan O’Sullivan, Donal O’Sullivan, George Gaine, ML
O’Connor, D. O’Connor, Mike O’Brien, J. McCarthy, D. Crowley and M. Crowley.
Back Row (l-r): Sean Twomey, Sean O’Regan, Florr O’Sullivan, Michael O’Shea, Paul Brown,
Frankie Looney and ML O’Sullivan. (Photograph courtesy of Mary O’Leary)

NENAGH BRANCH

On 1 December 2016 the annual mass
for deceased Garda members took
place at Nenagh Garda Station. Once
again there was a very large turnout of
retired members and widows along with
family members of deceased members.
Afterwards light refreshments were
provided courtesy of Nenagh Garda
Social Club.
Our Christmas Lunch at The
Thatched Cottage, Ballycommon on 13
December 2016 was again very well
attended and a good time was had by
everyone.

Garda members who were attached to Nenagh Garda Station 30 years ago and
present at the 30th Anniversary Celebrations of the opening of the station in
Banba Square pictured (l-r): Paddy O’Brien, Tom Healy, Eddie Scanlan, Frank
Hynes, Jim Burke, Billy Kelly, Jim Hughes, Denis McSweeney, Ann Tierney, Tom
Delee, Tom Healy, Cecil Gleeson, John Travers and Matt Givens. (Photograph
courtesy of Bridget Delaney)

KILLARNEY-CAHERCIVEEN BRANCH
The following events for the ahead were
announced at the Branch AGM on 6 February:
(a) Trip to Croke Park: 17 May
(b Outing to Garnish Island: 21 June
(c) Tom Fox will explore a walk in the Duhallow
area.
(d) Walks @ 10am and coffee mornings @
11am to continue on the first Thursday of each
month at Muckross.
(d) Summer walks to be organised in Killarney.
Members, with an interest in walking, are most
welcome to join in should they be visit the area.
Contact 086-8139416 in advance.

Certificates of Appreciation were presented by GSRMA General Secretary
Paschal Feeney, pictured third right to (l-r) Jim Casey (Branch Secretary)’ Dan
Donovan, Jerry McManus, Liam Dineen and Tom Fox.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
NAAS BRANCH

On 25 November 2016
the Branch held its
annual Mass and dinner
in the Curragh Golf Club.
The evening was much
anticipated and we had
a very good turnout,
unfortunately numbers
were down on previous
years but this did not
dampen the atmosphere.
It was great to welcome
GSRMA President Matt
Cosgrave and his wife
Philomena to our area
we were also delighted
to have Superintendent
Walker and Sergeant Brian
Jacob and their wives join
us on the evening.
Our meal was excellent
and music was provided
by Solitaire, we had a
Certificates of Appreciation: Recipients at Naas Branch AGM on Wednesday 8 February.
bumper raffle with many
Standing (l-r): Michael Dowd, Bill White, Martin Hogan, Maurice Lane, Pierce Freeney, Paschal Feeney
prizes being donated
(General Secretary); with Patrick Culligan and Teresa Halloran seated.
by branch members,
for which we are very
An evening meal will be provided on return in Ryston,
grateful as this adds to the
Newbridge. Booking is essential so contact Mick on
enjoyment, our dancers took to the floor and showed
086-2329910 or Marie 086-0854654.
some fancy footwork. The consensus was it was a
totally enjoyable evening, good food, music and good
National Memorial Day, Dublin Castle: Naas
company.
Branch are joining our fellow members serving and
retired in this years National Memorial Day, this event
Coffee Morning: We got the year off to a good start
takes place on 20 May, in Dublin Castle, we will travel
on 10 January when we had our first coffee morning
by coach and refreshments will be served, on our
of 2017. Sergeant Brian Jacob gave us a most
return we will have an evening meal in Ryston. We
interesting and informative talk on home and internet
will contact you by text, so please book your place
security. The morning was very well attended and
early with the committee.
interactive as Brian left us in no doubt we all must
be vigilant especially as we get older more caution is
Annual Barbecue: This will take place on 30 June
required.
at the Ryston, Newbridge at 6.30pm, we will have
Finger food was served and it was a lovely
tickets on sale for this event so make sure to book
diversion in the post-Christmas days. The coffee
your place. The BBQ was a terrific evening last year,
mornings will continue during the year and we will
super food, dancing and a big turnout, so come
endeavour to have guest speakers and items of
along and bring a friend as you will be assured of a
interest you will be notified by text so do come along
wonderful evening.
and bring a friend or two it is a nice morning out and
a great social occasion.
Bowling: This continues every Wednesday morning
at 11am, we are now in our eighth year of this popular
Day Trip: The Branch committee has organised a
sport. Make a resolution to become a ‘bowler’ this
day trip on 21 March, departing by coach to visit
year, no sporting skills required just come along you
Waterford Glass and see some of the attractions the
will be assured of a warm welcome.
city has to offer. There will also be free time to shop.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
PORTLAOISE BRANCH
Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Portlaoise Branch members on Monday 7 November 2016.
Pictured (left to right); Jerry Bracken and Noel McCarty;Thomas Hannon and Noel McCarty; and Bill Keyes
and Jim Phelan.

WATERFORD BRANCH
On 6 September the Waterford GRSMA group
travelled by luxury coach to Tipperary. While it may
seem they were on the way to join in the September
celebrations after the All-Ireland win, most of the
diverse group hailed from the length and breadth
of the country and really are Waterford supporters
gathering ideas for the Deise.
The group departed Waterford at around 8.30am
and made the journey to the Garda College arriving
for Coffee and Scones in the College restaurant
at around 11am. They were greeted by Sgt John
Reynolds, curator of the Garda College Museum.
Following a coffee break, they enjoyed a very
informative tour of both the college and museum.
The feedback was excellent. A novel experience was

to be able to view the original sign-in records of the
‘recruit’ classes from when the Garda College opened
for training.
After the tour of the College the group enjoyed
a fantastic dinner in the Garda restaurant before
embarking on the short trip to the world famous Rock
of Cashel. The Rock was a renewed experience for
many on the trip and again coupled with excellent
weather was a very enjoyable tour.
The return to Waterford was relaxing and the group
arrived home, safe and well at around 6.30pm....a
great day was truly had by all! The return trip to the
Garda College is highly recommended for a visit
sometime soon.

Members of Waterford Branch pictured at the Garda College during their trip to Tipp last September.
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IN HOUSE REPORT

AN AUTHORITY
TO REGULATE THE
LEGAL PROFESSION
The roles and functions of the Legal
Services Regulatory Authority (a new
independent body to oversee the legal
profession), the National Vetting Bureau
which checks out those who work with
children or vulnerable people, and the
Data Protection Process are outlined
here by Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General
Secretary.

T

he Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 makes changes
to the way in which solicitors and barristers are
regulated in Ireland. The new Act introduces the Legal
Services Regulatory Authority, an independent body which
will be responsible for regulating and overseeing the legal
profession.
The Act also establishes the Legal Practitioners
Disciplinary Tribunal, which will hear complaints and
disciplinary cases against solicitors and barristers. Both
professionals are called ‘legal practitioners’ under the new
Act.
The Act will allow new legal practice structures where
professionals delivering different services, such as legal,
accounting and tax services, can form partnerships
together. It will also allow legal professionals for the first
time to operate their business with the benefit of limited
liability, avoiding personal liability for the debts of the
business, in addition to providing for the regulation of
legal costs and how solicitors and barristers may calculate
and charge fees.
Enacted on 30 December 2015, some parts of the
Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 were commenced
on 19 July 2016, but the majority of the Act is not yet in
force and is due to be commenced on days decided by
the Minister for Justice and Equality.
The Legal Services Regulatory Authority will begin
a review of the operation of the Act before 1 April
2018 and will present its findings to each House of the
Oireachtas within 12 months.
16 Síocháin

The Legal Services Regulatory Authority will be
independently responsible for overseeing the legal
profession.
ROLE OF THE AUTHORITY
The main role of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority
is to regulate the provision of legal services by legal
practitioners and to ensure the maintenance and
improvement of standards in the provision of those
services. The legal professions will pay a levy to cover the
cost of the new Authority.
In carrying out this role, the Authority is to have regard to:
• The public interest
• The proper administration of justice
• The interests of consumers of legal services
• Promoting competition of legal services
• Encouraging an independent, strong and effective
legal profession
• The promotion and adherence to specified
professional principles which include:

IN HOUSE REPORT

•
•
•
•
•

Independence and integrity
Acting in the best interests of clients
Maintaining proper standards of work
Complying with duties to the court
Maintenance of client confidentiality

MEMBERSHIP OF AUTHORITY’S
The Legal Services Regulatory Authority consists of
11 members, the majority of which are lay people.
Two members are nominated for appointment by the
Law Society. One member is appointed from persons
nominated by each of the following:
• Citizens Information Board
• Higher Education Authority
• Competition and Consumer Protection Commission
• Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission
• Institute of Legal Costs Accountants
• Consumers’ Association of Ireland
• Bar Council
• Legal Aid Board
• Honorable Society of King’s Inns
One of the lay members is appointed by the Government
to be the Authority’s chairperson.
Some of the functions currently held by professional
bodies will be taken over by the Authority.
For example, the Law Society of Ireland has been the
professional body responsible for monitoring the conduct
of solicitors. Among other functions, the Law Society will
continue to issue practising certificates to solicitors, to
regulate solicitors’ professional indemnity insurance and
to receive accountants’ reports from firms of solicitors.
Any person may make a complaint to the Authority
where he or she believes a legal practitioner is guilty of
misconduct. An inspector may also make a complaint to
the Authority following an inspection (see above). The
Law Society, the Bar Council, the Honorable Society of
King’s Inns or an officer of the Authority may also make a
complaint to the Authority about a legal practitioner.
If interested in this new Act I recommend that you
download the Act from the web. It covers a wide range
of issues, such as costs, timeframes, complaints; duties of
Solicitors when closing a file, and changes in structures to
Legal Practitioners., to mention but a few.
GARDA VETTING BUREAU
The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable
Persons Acts (2012 to 2016) – which came into effect
on 29 April 2016 – means that people working with
children or vulnerable people must be vetted by the Garda
Síochána National Vetting Bureau.
Prior to this legislation, Garda vetting was carried
out by the Garda Central Vetting Unit. Organisations
requested to be registered with the Garda Central Vetting
Unit and the unit used its own policies and discretion in
relation to registration.

CALLING GSRMA MEMBERS TO
APPLY FOR LIDDY MEDAL
GSRMA members who were injured in the
line of duty as serving Gardaí, and for which
no recognition has been given by the Garda
authorities, are being called on to apply for the
Liddy Medal.
The medal is named after the late Seán Liddy,
a founding member of the Garda Síochána
Retired Members’ Association (formerly called
Garda Pensioners’ Association).
Sean Liddy was the first President of the
Garda Pensioners’ Association from 1961 until
1966, and the awards were first introduced by
the GSRMA in 2005.
All GSRMA members are eligible to apply,
and hopefully you will be the recipient of an
award under the Liddy Medal Regulations. All
applications should be addressed to GSRMA, 5
Harrington St, Dublin 8 D08 AE6X or email
info@gardaretired.com

This meant that organisations not registered with the
unit could not request Garda vetting for their personnel.
The commencement of the National Vetting Bureau
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016
means that certain organisations must register with the
National Vetting Bureau and must have certain people in
their organisation vetted.
So, who must be vetted? Under the Acts, anyone who
performs ‘relevant work or activities’ must be vetted;
including any activity which consists mainly of access to
or contact with children or vulnerable people. A child is
anyone under the age of 18, and a vulnerable person is
generally someone who suffers from a mental or physical
impairment or disability.
‘Relevant organisations’ must obtain Garda vetting
before allowing anyone to perform ‘relevant work or
activities’, for example, staff, volunteers and those on
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NATIONAL VETTING
BUREAU
The National Vetting
Bureau (formerly
the Garda Central
Vetting Unit) is
the single point of
contact in the Gardaí
which is responsible
for conducting Garda
vetting. Its primary
functions include the
following:
•
Processing
vetting applications
received from
registered
organisations
•
Making
enquiries with the
Gardaí to find out
if the person they
are vetting has any
Under the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016, a range of
criminal record or
offences will become “spent” after seven years.
specified information
relating to them
• Making any additional enquiries that the Bureau
student placements. A ‘relevant organisation’ is a person,
considers necessary to confirm the identity of anyone
company or group which employs or permits any person
being vetted
to carry out relevant work or activities.
• Assessing “specified information” and deciding if
this information should be disclosed under a vetting
Some examples of relevant work or activities:
application. “Specified information” is information,
• Childcare services
other than criminal convictions, that leads to a
• Schools
genuine belief that a person poses a threat to children
• Hospitals and health services
or vulnerable people.
• Residential services or accommodation for children or
• Making vetting information available to relevant
vulnerable people
organisations
• Treatment, therapy or counselling services for children
or vulnerable people
SPENT CONVICTIONS
• Provision of leisure, sporting or physical activities to
The Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain
children or vulnerable people
Disclosures) Act 2016 also came into effect on 29 April
2016. Under this Act, a range of offences will become
There are certain exceptions to this list such as where
“spent” after seven years, where the person has only one
a private arrangement is made between the vulnerable
conviction and the offence is not an “excluded offence”.
individual (or a member of their family) and the person
In some cases, a person with more than one conviction
who will carry out the activity, for example, informal
may still have their convictions spent, for example, for
babysitting.
certain motoring offences (see below). This means that
an adult convicted of an offence covered by the Act does
Non-Act vetting: The National Vetting Bureau also
not have to disclose the conviction when seven years have
performs ‘non-Act’ vetting, which is not covered by the
elapsed from the date of that conviction (except in certain
Acts but is required under other legislation. For example,
circumstances). Effectively, the conviction will disappear
the Bureau will vet people applying to work for certain
from a person’s criminal record after seven years.
bodies such as the Gardaí and the Courts Service. The
process for non-Act vetting is the same as for vetting
Convictions regarded as ‘spent’ after seven years:
under the Acts, except that specified information is not
• One or more convictions in the District Court for
disclosed in non-Act vetting.
Síocháin 19

IN HOUSE REPORT

•
•
•

motoring offences (except for convictions for
dangerous driving which are limited to a single
conviction).
One or more convictions in the District Court for
minor public order offences.
A single conviction (or more if committed
simultaneously – other than a motoring or public
order offence) in the District or Circuit Court which
resulted in a term of imprisonment of 12 months or
less (or a fine).

The person must have complied with the sentence and
any orders imposed on them as a result of that conviction
to qualify for spent convictions under the Act. The Act
does not apply to convictions for a sexual offence or
offences which were tried in the Central Criminal Court.
These are known as “excluded offences”.
In general, people do not have to disclose spent
convictions when supplying information on past
convictions, for example, when seeking employment
or completing a vetting application. They cannot be
penalised or otherwise prejudiced for not disclosing a
spent conviction.
Exceptions
Spent convictions must still be disclosed in certain
circumstances, including:
• When applying to work for certain bodies, such as the
Gardaí, the Courts Service, the Defence Forces and
certain government departments.
• When asked by a court of law and the court
determines justice requires disclosure. However, the
court can prevent any publication of such a disclosure.
• As part of any court proceedings involving
guardianship, custody or general care of a child or
vulnerable person.
• When asked during an interview by a member of the
Gardaí following an arrest
• When applying to enter or remain in the State or
when applying for Irish citizenship
• When applying for insurance where a person’s
conviction relates to fraud or dishonesty regarding an
insurance policy.
• When asked in another country about prior
convictions, or when asked in Ireland due to a foreign
legal matter.
• When applying for certain licenses, permits and
authorisations, for example, taxi, truck, private
security, firearms or banking licenses.
DATA PROTECTION PROCESS
Under the Data Protection Act 1988, people have the
right to access personal data held by the Gardaí about
them. If someone requests a copy of their criminal record
from the Gardaí, it will be provided in two parts, so that
spent convictions are presented separately from any other

FREE TAX & SOCIAL WELFARE ADVICE

Tax Advisor: Mary Farrell continues to provide a free
advisory service at GSRMA House for all members
who are interested. If you wish to be added to the
waiting list then phone 01-4781525, write to GSRMA,
5 Harrington St, Dublin D08 AE6X or email info@
gardaretired.com
Social Welfare: Kevin Kelly provides a free advisory
service for all GSRMA members who are interested. If
you wish to be added to the waiting list then phone
01-4781525, write to GSRMA, 5 Harrington St, Dublin
D08 AE6X, or email info@gardaretired.com.
Prior to your appointment with Kevin Kelly, it is
advised that you seek your Social Welfare History
Record in advance from the Department of Social &
Family Protection. Apply online to https://www.welfare.
ie/en/Pages/secure/RequestSIContributionRecord.aspx
or phone 1890690690.

PLEASE NOTE: The services for Mary Farrell and Kevin
Kelly are free for all initial appointments, after which
time if either party needs to do work for you then a
fee at extremely competitive rates will apply.

convictions. The person can then provide a clean record if
their convictions are spent.
The Data Protection Commission has recommended
that employers should only ask a prospective employee if
they have any “relevant criminal convictions”. Since the
commencement of the Act, spent convictions need not be
disclosed unless one of the exceptions applies (see above).
However, some organisations must conduct Garda
vetting as required by law (see page 1). A vetting
applicant does not need to disclose spent convictions
in their application form. For further information get a
copy of this new Act for vetting process, re-vetting and
retrospective vetting, including disputes and appeals
process.
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Letters to the
Editor
The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
HEALTH IS WEALTH – LISTEN
TO YOUR BODY!
Dear Editor,
I write to you and I have thought about this
for a while. I remember sitting in the Garda
College at a retirement course and one of
the things I brought from that course was
to have a health check before you go, as the
man said “better sick in the job than when
you retire”.
I agreed and my health was the least
of my concerns at the time; I was fit and
healthy and 51 years of age. Anyway I went
home and went to local doctor and asked for
a full health check – the Galway clinic on 23
January 2016 told me I was fit as ever, and better than the one five years’ previous.
Delighted the following day I went to the Sergeant’s Office and asked him to get on the computer as I was out of here.
He looked at me and I said “I seriously had a medical yesterday and it’s time to go”. I picked 4 April.
All went well and I booked a holiday in the sun for 5 April; holidays in the sun were regular for me. Coming up to
retirement I used up all my A/L and was off for two weeks in March. I developed a small discomfort in my left side and
a doctor said it was a pulled muscle and on 4 April off I went, and the following day five of us flew to Portugal, and I had
planned a retirement function for the week after the holidays.
While in the sun all changed from discomfort to severe discomfort. I returned home on 12 April and went to local
doctor who feared fluids in the lung. He sent me again to the Galway clinic and there I stayed for four weeks for tests,
scans, bloods, procedures etc.
On 18 April I was diagnosed with cancer on the spleen and limp glands. For a man who hates needles and not great for
going to the doctor all that was about to change. Eight courses of chemotherapy and an operation to remove my spleen –
what a start to retired life.
Well I’m out the other side now and my future plans are nil as I live every day as it comes. I do this because when
retirement came I had a lot of plans for the year with only one child and her being in sixth class and starting secondary
school in September what a better time to retire and do things with your daughter. Things are better now and I don’t look
back and from day one I took it on the chin and said this won’t get the better of me and it won’t not this time.
There is a lesson to be learned by all of this; one never knows what is next so take every event or circumstance as it is
and most importantly you will never know how you’ll handle a situation until it lands on your lap.
I could have felt sorry for myself but where would that get me. People are very good and so is the health system but it
is at times like this I have to say that I had to hold my head and keep a good grip of myself as nobody else can do that for
you.
However, on two occasions during the whole process that nearly slipped. So, for the next retirement class when he
says ‘watch your health’ listen to him and most of all listen to your body. My body told me something and I didn’t listen. I
listen now!
PJ Clarke [23932A]
Ballina Branch, Foxford, Co. Mayo
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Letters to the
Editor
The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
‘ROUGH AND READY VALUE
ON PENSIONS’
Dear Editor,
The findings of the recently published
report entitled ‘Review of An Garda
Síochána’ of December 2016 and, in
particular, its reference to Garda pensions
has been welcomed by the media and other
commentators as it gifted them with an
opportunity, once again, to belittle public
service pensions and by extension the
pensions of retired members.
Deliberately and intentionally
overlooked was the statement by the author
of the review, Mr Horgan that his findings
on Garda pensions are not based on
evidence, but a “rough and ready value on pensions”. This is not good enough.
The difficulty, as I see it, is that through the recently-constituted Public Service Pay Commission the government could
use the findings of this report with its faulty analysis as a template for putting a value and cost on new and existing public
service pensions.
While Horgan made comparisons between the cost of Garda pensions and those in the private sector, what he failed
to include is the cost of the tax incentives in the private sector, employers’ contributions and the fact that, in most cases,
private sector workers can also qualify for the full State Pensions.
Rather than taking a ‘wrecking ball’ to public service pensions and pitting retired public sector employees against
retirees in the private sector, it would be much more fitting if government and other stakeholders created both the fiscal
space and environment to ensure that all retired workers are in receipt of adequate pensions. If society is not careful what
we could end up with is a race to the bottom in regards to provision of pensions into the future.
As retired members of An Garda Síochána we should also be concerned about the critical comments made by Horgan
in relation to the previous pay reviews by the Conroy Commission (1970) and Ryan Commission of Enquiry (1979) – “but
Conroy recommends rates of pay without any objective analytical, mathematical or logical assessment of the factors that
should be taken into account- a similar approach was adopted by Ryan”.
This is disturbing, as a review of both the Conroy and Ryan Commission Reports was not within the terms of reference
for this Review. Conroy dragged the Force by the heels and catapulted it from the Victorian age (Peelian Force) into a
modern 20th century police force which thousands of retired and serving members benefited. The Conroy Commission –
in two of its recommendations (Rec. 21, 22) – made a direct link between pensions for widows and orphans and the wider
public service.
As the representative association for retired members, the GSRMA must challenge publicly the conclusions of Horgan,
both in relation to value of Garda Pensions and his revisionist attitude to the Conroy and Ryan Reports.
GSRMA must also be seen to stand up for our retired colleagues, sadly, some of whom are no longer with us, who put
their careers on the line and whose direct actions brought about the Conroy Commission.
Joe Dirwan
Chairman, Monaghan Branch.
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MEDITERRANEAN HOLIDAYS

THE MAGIC OF MIMOZAS
RESORT IN CANNES
Stay at Mimozas Resort Cannes for your own haven of privacy and relaxation with all the comforts of home,
and discover the breath-taking beauty of the Côte d’Azur, where you’ll be blown away with year-round
sunshine, beautiful beaches, breath-taking villages and amazing coastal pathways!

A

total of 280
spacious apartments
are nestled around a
shimmering natural
lake, right beside the
first golf course under
Mediterranean skies at
the Mimozas Resort in
Cannes. Perfectly placed
to explore the amazing
coastline from Monte
Carlo to St Tropez or
experience the magnificent villages of the surrounding
provençal countryside.
Closer to home enjoy a 10-minute stroll from the
beach, 15 minutes from the beautiful port of La Napoule
and a 10-minute drive from the glitz and glamour of
Cannes. Experience the incredible beauty of the Côte
d’Azur for yourself.
At Mimozas Resort, indulge yourself in the Decleor spa
treatment on site or relax in the hot tub on. Alternatively,
enjoy 18 holes on the famous ‘Old Course’ adjacent
to the resort or choose from the wonderfully scenic
selection including the breath-taking Royal Mougins just a
30-minute drive of the resort. We’ll be delighted to assist
you with organising your golfing trip.
The heart of Cannes is a 10-minute drive from the
resort, so why not hire electric bikes from reception and
zoom effortlessly along the seafront to La Croisette.
Famous for the Palais des Festivals, the Cannes Film
Festival is held here every year and along the pavement
you can find the handprints of movie stars past and
present. The boulevard has beautiful Belle Epoque

buildings on one side, and a stunning view of
the Mediterranean on the other.
BOAT RIDES AND PICNICS
A short boat ride from Cannes, Ile St
Marguerite is a must visit, a designated
National Park and a wonderful place for
a picnic. The crystal clear water offers an
amazing snorkeling experience, with many
species of fish around the island.
The historic Fort Royal, an old fortress
prison, (where Leonardo Di Caprio movie
Man in the Iron Mask was based) has been turned into
a Museum of the Sea and has many recovered artefacts
from shipwrecks to fascinate the little ones.
The
beautiful
fishing
village of La
Napoule is
home to the
Château de
la Napoule,
a medieval
castle
restored
to an art
museum and beautiful gardens, where U2’s Adam
Clayton got married in 2013.
You can explore the entire Cote d’Azur from St Tropez
to Monte Carlo from your home from home at Mimozas
Resort. The perfume capital of the world Grasse is just a
half an hour inland.
Mimozas Resort boasts studio, one, two or three bed
apartments are very spacious with flat-screen TVs and
international channels, free WiFi, fully-equipped kitchens
and plenty of other home comforts. Private balconies
overlook the Old Golf Course, the gardens and the
beautiful natural lake on site.
Two-hour flights from Dublin to Nice with Ryanair are
available on Mondays, Fridays and Sundays, and both Aer
Lingus and Ryanair will run a daily service from March
onwards. Check with airlines directly for latest schedules.
Welcome to MIMOZAS!
Visit www.mimozascannes.com for full details.
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PCP BALLOON
PAYMENT LOOMING?
MAYBE IT’S TIME TO BURST THAT BALLOON
This is set to be a bumper year for car sales with 45% of Irish consumers’ intent on
buying*. It’s also the year when a number of first-round Personal Contract Plans are coming
to an end and consumers will face their final ‘balloon’ payment, to buy out of the contract.

I

f you find it’s time to break
the cycle of the Personal
Contract Plan (PCP), and to
burst that particular balloon,
you should contact St Paul’s
Garda Credit Union.
Headline rates on some car
finance deals such as Personal
Contract Plans (PCPs) can
easily distract from a range of
additional charges, and a great
deal of inflexibility. In contrast,
with a personal loan from St.
Paul’s Garda Credit Union, you
own the car from the outset
and if you are in the happy
position of being able to repay
the loan early, you can do so without any complications or
rescheduling fees.
PCPs are among the least flexible forms of finance.
Essentially they are lease schemes which makes financing
a new car seem affordable. With PCP you have in effect
hired the car for a particular period of time, usually three
to five years, while you make repayments. At the end
of the agreement, you will have to make the balloon
payment in order to own the car.
In addition you need to be conscious of the mileage
you are racking up and the servicing and maintenance
requirements while you are still ‘hiring’ the car because
with a PCP, you are restricted with what you can do with
the car.
The balloon payment, or guaranteed minimum future
value (GMFV) of the car, will have been calculated with
your annual mileage and acceptable return condition of
the car in mind.
Furthermore, should your financial circumstances
change and you find you can no longer afford the
monthly PCP repayments, you cannot sell off the car to
pay your debt as it is not yours to sell.
30 Síocháin

In contrast, with a
personal loan from St Paul’s
Garda Credit Union you
simply borrow the money to
pay for a car, which you own
immediately, and which you
can drive as much as you
please, and sell on at any
time you wish.
PCPs are effectively a
way of trying to ensure that
you will come back and buy
another car from the same
dealer or manufacturer.
All well and good, but
what if you don’t like the
brand of car or they range
they have to offer any more?
When you get a loan from St Paul’s you are in a much
stronger position. You are effectively going as a cash
buyer to the car dealer, and can negotiate a better deal.
So, if you’re thinking about bursting that balloon
payment, or buying a car, contact St Paul’s now – visit
www.stpaulscu.ie, drop in or call us on 021-4313355.
*Carzone Motoring Report 2016
The 10% Rebate of Interest on all St Paul’s loans in 2016
effectively reduced the APR of St Paul’s Car loan rate in
2016 to 4.5%.
You can get up to €400 cashback if you get a loan from
St Paul’s to buy a new Ford or Hyundai.
All loans are subject to approval, T&Cs apply. If you do not meet
the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears.
This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to
access credit in the future.
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central
Bank of Ireland.

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

WINNERS OF THE ‘24 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS’ DRAW
1 December
Ford Mondeo: Retired Member - Kieran Foley, Castletroy, Co.
Limerick
€1,000: Ursula Flynn, Cavan Garda Station

14 December
Hyundai i40: Retired Member - Jerry Clifford, Mullingar, Co.
Westmeath
€1,000: Conor Dillon, Navan, Co. Meath

2 December
Hyundai i40: Jonathan O’Rorke, Kilcock, Co. Kildare
€1,000: Retired Member - Patrick Crofton, Croom, Co. Limerick

15 December
Ford Mondeo: Nora Brady, Mill Street Garda Station, Galway
€1,000: Family Member - Catherine Delaney, Portlaoise, Co.
Laois

3 December
Ford Mondeo: Retired Member - Kevin & Teresa Deering,
Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow
€1,000: Family Member - Grace Cronin, Kinsale, Co. Cork

16 December
Hyundai i40: John Hubbart, Wexford Garda Station, Co.
Wexford
1,000: Eamonn O’Keeffe, Clonmel Garda Station, Co. Tipperary

4 December
Hyundai i40: Retired Member - Jeremiah O’Sullivan, Kenmare,
Co. Kerry
€1,000: David Kelly, Navan, Co. Meath

17 December
Ford Mondeo: Ex Member - Thomas O’Malley, Australia
€1,000: Brian Martin, Ballymun Garda Station

5 December
Ford Mondeo: Michael Hession, Claregalway, Co. Galway
€1,000: Derek Thompson, Clonsilla, Dublin 15

18 December
Hyundai i40: Ex Member - Martin Mitchell, Perth, Australia
€1,000: Sean Enright, Mayorstone Garda Station, Limerick

6 December
Hyundai i40: Mary Kennedy, Garda H.Q.
€1,000: Damian Hunt, Cavan Garda Station

19 December
Ford Mondeo: Family Member - Mr. Richard Molloy, Dunmore
Road, Waterford
€1,000: Barbara Bracken, Drumad Garda Station, Co. Louth

7 December
Ford Mondeo: Retired Member - Christopher Joyce, Salthill,
Galway
€1,000: Family Member - John Hurley, Ballinlough, Cork
8 December
Hyundai i40: Retired Member - Gemma Butler, Birr, Co. Offaly
€1,000: Family Member - Caroline Rowan, Dundalk, Co. Louth
9 December
Ford Mondeo: Family Member - Josephine Gallagher,
Enniscrone, Co. Sligo
€1,000: Family Member - Ms Eileen Barry, Clonmel, Co.
Tipperary
10 December
Hyundai i40: Shane McNamara, Harcourt Square
€1,000: Linda O’Donnell, Fermoy, Co. Cork
11 December
Ford Mondeo: Family Member - Elaine Mills, Coxtown, Co.
Waterford
€1,000: Ronan Smith, Artane, Dublin 5
12 December
Hyundai i40: Retired Member - Michael Gallagher, Ennis, Co.
Clare
€1,000: Paul O’Shea, Athy Garda Station
13 December
Ford Mondeo: Patrick Cronin, Rathkeale Garda Station
€1,000: Retired Member - Thomas J. Kenny, Tralee, Co. Kerry

20 December
Hyundai i40: Brian O’Connell, Bishopstown Garda Station, Cork
€1,000: Family Member - Marion Kilcullen, Palmerstown,
Dublin 20
21 December
Ford Mondeo: Family Member - Barbara Ui Fhlatharta, Cartur
Caol,
Indreabhan, Contae na Gaillimhe
€1,000: Family Member - Thomas O’Grady, Gurteen, Co. Sligo
22 December
Hyundai i40: Fiona Sandes, Anglesea St. Garda Station, Cork
€1,000: Retired Member – Name withheld at members request
23 December
Ford Mondeo: Retired Member - Thomas Walton, Abbeyleix,
Co. Laois
€1,000: Louis Browne, Donegal Town Garda Station
24 December
Hyundai i40: Family Member - Justin Mc Dermott, Gort, Co.
Galway
€1,000: Family Member - Hanora O’Mahony, Youghal, Co. Cork

Congratulations to all of our winners! For just €6.50 per
month you and your family members can join our draw.
Phone 021-4313355 or visit www.stpaulscu.ie
for more details.
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SHORT STORY COMPETITION

FEED THE FOX!
By Pat Daly, Cork City Branch, finalist in the GSRMA’s inaugural Short Story Competition

A

frown settled on the
woman’s countenance as
she scrutinised the contents
of her baking bowl. It was so
annoying; with more than half
a century of experience behind
her she could almost make
soda bread in her sleep.
However, she was now
in a quandary: whether or
not baking soda, a critical
ingredient, had been added
to the mix. It was her own
fault, she should have been
concentrating. Lately, little
lapses of that nature had
become noticeably apparent.
Sighing resignedly, the
woman spooned some
soda into the bowl. Yes, her
Adjudicators John McCourt and Colin Teevan pictured with Cork City Branch
husband might find fault with
member Pat Daly (third right) finalist in the Short Story competition for 2016, and
the bread if she had got it
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave at the presentation of prizes in the last November
wrong, but she would simply
in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel.
smile and tell him it was his
fault. In a manner of speaking,
filled a huge void in his life. Now, she would prefer if he
that was the case. As she
simply opted to make things a little easier for himself.
worked at the kitchen table she could see him through
She checked the clock; it was time for a mid-morning
the window, busy in the back garden. It was a sight that
cup of tea. The kettle was on the boil; she filled the tea
always lifted her heart but, at the same time, tended to
pot and put biscuits on a plate. Taking the tea things
knock her attention out of kilter.
outside, she placed them on a small table on the flagged
Happier now, she stirred the mix and spooned it into
area near the back door. Beside the hedge, her husband
a cake tin which she placed in the oven. Returning to
was bent to his task.
the window, she resumed her scrutiny of the garden.
‘Tea’s ready,’ she called.
Drenched in sunshine and looking its best, it was a credit
At the sound of her voice he started, and turned his head
to the man who had created it.
to look. He seemed a little reluctant to leave off. She
Just now, he had started to trim the high hedge which
called again.
enclosed the colourful space on three sides. As usual, he
‘Come along, it’s time for a break.’
was doing the job the hard way, snipping the lush new
This time he relented. Pulling over a stool, he sat and
growth with his old hedge clippers. Often she had urged
drank thirstily from his cup.
him to invest in a powered tool, but it was a waste of
‘Ah, that was badly wanted.’ He smacked his lips.
breath, as were her entreaties to dispense with his handWith closed eyes, the woman lifted her face to the sun.
pushed lawn mower.
‘A run of this weather would do us good,’ she said
Admittedly, there was something appealing about
‘It would do the garden good too,’ the man said,
the old-fashioned garden tools, especially in the case
nibbling on a biscuit. ‘Do you know what? I’ll have
of the lawn mower which had meaningful echoes. The
another sup of that tea.
distinctive sound of its whirring blades always took her
‘Go ahead; there’s plenty in the pot.’
back to the happy time when her husband had first
Through the open window came the tantalising aroma of
become interested in gardening, the pastime which had
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baking bread. The man sniffed appreciatively.
‘Is that brown bread?’ he said.’
‘Yes; it’s almost done.’
‘Is there any chance you’d cut a slice off
the cake for me to eat with a bit of butter,
before I go back to the hedge?’
‘Sorry, it has to cool. Give it an hour and
it’s all yours.’
The man took another biscuit from the plate
and sipped his tea. Then he laughed.
‘You’re right, as usual,’ he said.
Remaining silent, the woman gave her
husband a sidelong glance. It was wonderful
to see him so composed on such a golden
morning. They had been together a long
time; were acquainted ever since they were
youngsters in Markham Street. Really, he
hadn’t changed much after all the years. Yes,
the mop of red hair was gone; what was left
of it was a silvery grey. However, the chiselled
features were intact; he was lithe, and still
walked with the jaunty step which was a
hallmark.
There was another change: by and large,
the name by which he had been known for
years had gone out of use. From the time he
was a small boy, everybody in their locality
called him ‘Fox,’ a nickname that had stuck
to him all the way into adulthood. By that
stage, it had become a badge as well as
a title, so much so that his proper name,
through disuse, became widely forgotten.
It was generally assumed he was given the
nickname because of the colour of his hair
but that was not quite factual. Really, it arose
from his uncanny ability to disappear from
plain sight, especially on those occasions
when his mother came out on to the street
looking for him. Regularly, on failing to spot
him, she would react by saying, ‘Where did
that little fox of mine disappear to? He was
here a minute ago.’
It was regretful that the name, which she
knew her husband cherished, had gradually
gone out of use. Some of his contemporaries
still held on to it, but they were getting
scarce. Clearly, the fact that for more than
50 years he had lived in a suburban estate, at
quite a remove from his roots, played a big
part in bringing about the extinguishment of
the tag which had for so long defined him.
Ah, for heaven’s sake! Why, on a glorious
morning like this, and in such pleasant
surroundings, was she making an issue of
this matter, even in the privacy of her own
thoughts?

TERMS & CONDITIONS – SHORT STORY 2017
Competition is ONLY OPEN to GSRMA Members or their
spouses/partners. The following T&C will apply to this the second
year of the Short Story Competition:
• Only one entry per person is permitted.
• Each entry should not exceed 2,000 (maximum) word count.
• Author’s name and details should be entered on the
accompanying entry form.
• Scripts will not be returned and will remain the property of
GSRMA thereafter. So, authors are advised to retain a copy.
• Submissions must be emailed to editor@gardaretired.com
• Closing date is 5pm on Friday 29 September 2017.
• The decision of the adjudication panel is final.
• Prize Fund is €2,500; €1,500 for first prize; €500; €300
and €200 for runner-up prizes.
• Prize winners will be published in the ‘Winter 2017’ edition
of Síocháin.
• Winning entries will be published in ‘Síocháin’, while a
selection of entries may also be published in future issues of
the magazine.
• GSRMA Central Committee Members and their families are
not eligible to enter the competition.
• The competition is sponsored by Garda Post.

CORRECT NAME OF SHORT STORY 2016 WINNER
The overall winner of the inaugural GSRMA Short Story
Competition 2016 with his entry ‘The Will’ was Bill Kelly,
Dublin North Branch (not Bill Murphy as printed in the Winter
2016 issue of SIOCHAIN). Bill Kelly is pictured (third right)
with adjudicators John McCourt and Colin Teevan, and Matt
Cosgrave, GSRMA at the awards ceremony at Dublin’s Skylon
Hotel (Friday 18 November 2016).
Suddenly, her attention was drawn to a sudden burst of noise
coming from the adjoining garden, a repetitive thump … thump …
thump sound which had all the portent of a jungle drum. Now, the
atmosphere in the garden changed; the air became charged with
tension. The woman started: ‘Oh, the bread,’ she said, ‘I nearly forgot
it.’ Hurrying into the kitchen, she removed the cake from the oven and
placed it on a cooling rack. Through the window she could see that
her husband was still seated, oozing angst. Then, she gasped with
dismay as a football suddenly came arcing over the hedge; it bounced
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once on the grass before coming to rest in a flower bed.
Instantly, her husband jumped to his feet. Seizing the
hedge clippers, he rushed to where the football was
resting and plucked it out. Throwing it on the grass, he
plunged the pointed blades of the tool into the casing;
and, stamping venomously on it, flattened it out. The
casing was then flung into the refuse bin beside the
back door. Turning away, the woman sighed deeply and
switched off the cooker.
Presently, her husband came in. Seething, he laid a
single red tulip, broken off at the base of its stem, on the
table. His breath came in stops and starts.
‘Good God Almighty,’ he said angrily, ‘if I could lay my
hands on that brat I’d wring his neck.’
The woman beheld the flower ruefully. Then, calmly,
she took a small scissors from a drawer. Gently, she
snipped the tulip’s stem just above the break and placed
it among an arrangement of flowers in a vase on the
sideboard.
‘It’s a disappointment,’ she said, ‘after all your trouble.’
‘The bed is not the same without the tulip,’ the man
said, ‘the effect is ruined. What’s that clown at; constantly
banging a football against the wall?
‘Seemingly, he has got fond of soccer and wants to
improve his skills.’
‘Well then, he should be above on the green, playing
the game with other youngsters.’
‘I agree. However, according to his mother, he has a big
problem with shyness. Also, he’s an only child; and, his
father’s not around, which doesn’t help.’
The man snorted scornfully. ‘Well, he’ll have to get over
the shyness,’ he said. ‘He must be eight or nine years of
age; old enough for the green; it would knock the corners
off him. Now, I have some work to do.’
The woman busied herself, tidying the kitchen.
Having hung her apron on a hook she sat in silence
and contemplated the red tulip, using it as a focus
while gathering her thoughts. She needed to stay calm.
Presently, she went upstairs where she changed her
clothes and shoes, and combed her hair.
Late in the afternoon, the woman again stood outside
the back door and admired the trimmed hedging, the
mown grass, and the neatened flower beds. ‘Dinner is
ready.’ she called. Taking a seat at the table, the man
looked at her challengingly.
‘You were out in the car,’ he said tersely.
‘Yes, I was.’
‘Where were you?’
‘Over in Carton; at the sports shop.’
‘Hmm. I suppose you bought a football.’
‘I did.’
The man winced noticeably but remained silent,
concentrating on his food. Presently, they exchanged
some small talk which was a little forced. In a while, the
woman cleared plates and cutlery from the table and
turned to her husband.

‘Because you’ve worked so hard, you’re getting a
dessert,’ she said.
‘Oh, what is it?’
‘Apple tart and custard; we’ll eat it outside, along with
the tea.’
‘Fine.’
It was quiet in the garden. Influenced by the pleasant
ambiance and the food, the man thawed out a little.
Then, suddenly, his ears pricked up as a light, tapping
sound came from the adjoining garden. He couldn’t place
it; so, frowning a little, he listened more intently. Still, he
couldn’t place it.
‘Do you hear that noise next-door? I wonder what’s
causing it.’
The woman smiled at him innocently.
It’s Cian,’ she said, ‘He’s doing his soccer training.’
‘Oh, is that so? What has become of the thump, thump,
thump?’
‘It’s been discarded. He has a new routine now.’
‘Oh, tell me about it.’
‘He is now using a piece of equipment called a Football
Flick which, by design, encourages him to concentrate
on mastering the football, using both feet, and his head.
There’s no blasting involved; all the emphasis is on touch.
In that regard, I’ve told him that you used always say that
there is no point in trying to burst the net when a gentle
toe-poke will suffice to put the ball over the goal line.
Isn’t that it?’
‘Spot on; that’s sound advice. In fairness, you have a
good memory.’
The woman smiled warmly and filled their tea cups. True
for him, she thought; her memory was fine, especially in
relation to those magical days when her husband was in
his pomp as a footballer. A will-o’-the-wisp inside left who
scored goals for fun, he was admired in football grounds
the length and breath of the country. In his native city he
was revered.
Who could forget the heaving terraces in the local ground
on Sunday afternoons when at regular intervals a chant
would ring out from adoring fans, hungry for yet another
goal: ‘Feed the Fox!’…‘Feed the Fox!’ … ‘Feed the Fox!’
and goose bumps went rampant.
‘This Flick yoke sounds like some kind of a robot’ the
man said, rolling his eyes. ‘What in the name of God will
they think of next? I suppose you paid for that too.’
‘Don’t worry, Fox,’ it won’t break us,’ the woman said.
‘Now, I’ll get you another slice of the tart; I can see that
you’re hungry.’
Humming contentedly, she made her way to the
kitchen. It was fortunate that, purely by accident, she had
come across the ‘robot’.
Cian was charmed, her husband was mollified. It was a
fact, and well she knew it, that the Fox still needed to be
fed; and, not just with food but, more importantly, with
copious helpings of remembrance, patience, empathy and
love.
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FENIANS LAY
DOWN A MARKER
FOR 1916 RISING
On the 150th anniversary of the Fenian
Rising, which had huge consequences for
the future policing of Ireland and planted
the seeds for the 1916 Rebellion, Kerry’s
Retired Chief Supt Donal O’Sullivan
recounts the significant events during
5-6 March 1867.

F

ollowing the failed ‘Young Ireland’ uprising of 1848,
its two principle leaders – James Stephens and
John O’Mahony – lived in Paris for a number of years
where they studied the organisation of French militant
revolutionary groups.
On returning to Ireland, James Stephens travelled
throughout the country to make contact with former
Young Ireland members but found that all of their clubs
had ceased to exist. O’Mahony left Paris and went to the
USA to gather support for the Irish cause among more
than one million Irish emigrants who had gone there as a
result of the Great Famine.
In Ireland, Stephens enlisted the support of Charles J.
Kickham, Thomas Clarke Luby and Jeremiah O’Donovan
Rossa, all of whom were involved in ‘Nationalist’ affairs.

He gave an undertaking to his counterparts in the USA
that he would raise an army of 10,000 men if he got
financial support from America.
He was disappointed with the amount of finance received
from the USA but he went ahead on St Patrick’s Day 1858
to found the Irish Republican Brotherhood [the IRB].
FENIAN BROTHERHOOD
On the same day, O’Mahony founded a supporting
group in the USA known as the ‘Fenian Brotherhood’.
The Fenians sought to establish an independent ‘Irish
Republic’ in the immediate future through the use of
military force. Its motto was ‘its now or never’. It took its
ideology from the French Revolution and the ideals and
doctrine of Wolfe Tone and the United Irishmen.
The Roman Catholic clergy strongly opposed the Fenian
movement, principally on the grounds that it was an ‘oath
bound’ secret society and that it encouraged violence.
A supreme council of eleven members controlled the
society and declared itself to be in fact and by right the
sole ‘Government of Ireland’. It claimed power to enact
laws for the Irish Republic until the country secured its
national independence.
The organisation was divided up by Stephens into a
complicated series of ‘circles’ or ‘cells’ with 820 men
in each and sub-divided into smaller circles under the
command of an officer or ‘centre’, with
Stephens being the ‘head centre’.
Modelled on a French revolutionary
organisation the structure was aimed
at preventing information about
its activities being known to too
many people and to keep spies from
infiltrating the organisation. Despite
his best efforts and instructions it was
infiltrated from its foundation and a
steady flow of intelligence flowed from
it to the Irish Constabulary HQ at Dublin
Castle.

The Fenian Rising on 5 March 1867 had huge consequences for the future
policing of Ireland and planted the seeds for the 1916 Rebellion.
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FENIANS GROW IN STRENGTH
James Stephens established ‘The Irish
People’ newspaper, in which veiled
threats were frequently made of
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armed insurrection. In September 1865 the newspaper
was closed down by the authorities, and Stephens was
arrested in November and lodged in the Richmond
Bridewell. Within a few days he made a dramatic escape,
aided by other Fenian leaders and a prison warder named
John Breslin who had been a member of the IRB.
In America, the organisation had grown in leaps and
bounds and included many former high-ranking officers
who had taken part in the American Civil War, but there
were serious splits amongst the leaders.
O’Mahony’s policy was for the American Fenians to
devote themselves to supplying money, arms and picked
officers for the ‘insurrection’ in Ireland. Officers and
money were sent but very few arms. The money aspect
was very badly handled and there was a misappropriation
of funds; the American organisation was infiltrated by
British spies.
In 1866, the total membership of the Fenians in Ireland
numbered about 60,000 –of whom about 15,000 were
members of the British Army who had taken the Fenian
oath. The 11th Depot Battalion at Templemore had been
sworn in as Fenians and the ‘Nenagh Guardian’ reported
on their speedy transfer to Newry and Enniskillen in
December 1866.
The main problem facing the Fenians was that they did
not have arms. The Fenian Rising was fixed to take place
on 11 February 1867, but due to the shortage of arms
this date was postponed to 5 March 1867. Word of the
postponement was sent to all units in Ireland with the
exception of Cahirciveen in south west Kerry.
RECRUITMENT IN CAHIRCIVEEN
In 1865 a former American Civil War officer – James J.
O’Connor – came to the Cahirciveen area and began
recruiting and training young men for the expected Rising.
He had been born on Valentia Island but had immigrated
to the USA with his family when he was a young boy.
The plan was to raid the local Constabulary Barracks
and to take all the firearms held there. The police were
aware of the plans and had arranged for re-enforcements
to come to their assistance from the British warship ‘The
Gladiator’, which was based at Valentia Island.
In the early hours of the morning of 12 February,
O’Connor and his followers set out from Foilmore
near Cahirciveen to ‘march to Dublin’. Calling to Kells
Coastguard Station en route, they challenged the member
on duty there and stole all the firearms in the building.
O’Connor had between 150 and 200 followers, one
of whom was the son of the Head Constable attached to
Cahirciveen RIC Barracks. The group carried on towards
Glenbeigh when they met a mounted policeman SubConstable William Duggan, who was taking a dispatch to
Cahirciveen constabulary.
A KERRY DISASTER
He refused to stop when demanded by the group and

James Stephens established ‘The Irish People’
newspaper, in which veiled threats were made of the
armed insurrection.
received a serious gun-shot wound, which resulted in him
falling from his horse and clambering for assistance to a
local dwelling house. On searching through the constables
clothing, O’Connor found the dispatch he was carrying
and took it along with the constable’s horse which
O’Connor rode himself.
Shortly afterwards they took to the mountains via
Caragh Lake and the Gap of Dunloe. In a huge round up
by the military a number of the ringleaders were arrested
and when convicted were sent to Van Diemen’s Land.
Following the premature insurrection in Co Kerry,
Dr David Moriarty, Bishop of Kerry delivered a sermon
at Killarney Cathedral which was probably the hardest
hitting sermon ever delivered by a Bishop in Ireland.
He described the Fenian leaders as being swindlers
and criminals and called down upon them “God’s
heaviest curse, His withering, blasting, blighting curse”.
In conclusion he said that “for their punishment, eternity
is not long enough nor hell hot enough for them”. The
insurrection in Co. Kerry, which had gone off at ‘halfcock’, was an absolute disaster.
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THE PLANNED UPRISING
The Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metropolitan
Police were all aware of the planned uprising arranged
for 5 March 1867 and they were very much in a state of
readiness for it. All leave was cancelled, barracks were
fortified and all members were on duty in their barracks
on the night of 5-6 March 1867
Tallaght Barracks in Co. Dublin was the focus of three
separate attacks by the insurgents. The police were
under the control of Sub. Inspector Burke and on three
separate occasions they put the insurgents to flight as
they approached from different directions. The police
effectively prevented the mass gathering of Fenians as
pre-arranged at Tallaght Hill.
At Rathfarnham, the County Inspector utilized his men
to patrol the roads in the vicinity and they took nineteen
prisoners. No attack was made on the barracks there.
At Stepaside, the barracks was manned by one
constable and four sub-constables. At about 1 a.m. that
morning the Fenians surrounded the barracks and called
on the constabulary to surrender to the Irish Republic.
When they refused, heavy gunfire was exchanged and
this went on until the Fenians eventually set fire to the
barracks using straw. The barrack party had no alternative
but to surrender with their arms and ammunition and all
five policemen were taken as hostages.
A group of Fenians surrounded Glencullen Barracks
in Co. Dublin and called upon Constable O’Brien and
his men to surrender but they absolutely refused to do
so and a vicious gun-battle ensued until daylight came.
The policemen who had earlier been taken hostage were
brought to the barracks and lined up inside the entrance.
A threat was then made that these policemen would
be shot if the station party failed to surrender, O’Brien and
his men were left with no alternative but to surrender and
hand over their firearms and ammunition.
On the night of 5 March a party of Fenians called to the
Constabulary Barracks at Palmerstown, Co. Dublin and
through a ruse they endeavoured to gain entry but the
only member on duty there – Sub-Constable John Blair –
foiled their plans and the Fenians left empty handed. S/
Constable Blair was slightly injured when a bullet grazed
his forehead.
On the night of 5 March at Drogheda, Co. Louth, about
1,000 Fenians assembled at Market Square between
10pm-11pm. Most were armed with an assortment of
weapons. S/Inspector Robert Greene who was in charge
of Drogheda District marched into Market Square with
about 20 members of his force. There was a confrontation
and shots were exchanged. The constabulary continued to
fire until the Fenians were totally dispersed and a number
of prisoners were taken.
FENIANS FAIL AT KILMALLOCK
On the night of 5-6 March a large number of Fenians
surrounded the constabulary barrack at Kilmallock.

Colonel John O’Mahony, the founder of the Fenian
Brotherhood, lived in Paris with James Stephens for a
number of years where they studied the organisation
of French militant revolutionary groups.
The station party comprised of 14 sub-constables and
constables under the command of Head Constable
Richard Adams.
The usual demand was made for the constabulary to
surrender but they absolutely refused. The attacking party
was believed to have numbered up to 500, and they
appeared to be under the control of a ‘General Dunne’
who was dressed in a green uniform and wore a cocked
hat with feathers. Attempts were made to set fire to the
barracks but they failed.
S/Inspector Oliver Milling, who was in charge of the
District, lived in the nearby town of Kilfinane and while
on his way to visit Kilmallock he heard shooting in the
distance. He returned to Kilfinane and collected nine
members of the force before heading for Kilmallock.
The raid on the barracks was still in progress when they
arrived. With his men they surrounded the insurgents and
shot two of them fatally and injured a number of others,
while most of the remaining insurgents fled from the
scene. The constabulary followed them for some distance
until they totally dispersed. The battle for the barracks had
gone on for about six hours.
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At Ardagh in Co. Limerick a large body of
well-armed Fenians attacked the constabulary
barracks. Constable George Forsythe and his
four sub-constables bravely defended their
barracks and despite all windows being broken
they managed to put the Fenians to flight and
injured some of them.
The constabulary barracks at Emly, Co.
Tipperary, was attacked by the Fenians in a very
determined attack. Constable Patrick Dervan
and his sub-constables bravely defended their
barracks with constant rifle-fire and successfully
prevented an attempt to burn it down.
FURTHER CASUALTIES
At about midnight on that night, a large
body of insurgents attacked the Constabulary
More than one million Irish emigrants had gone to the US as a result
Barracks at Gurtavoher, Co. Tipperary.
of the Great Famine.
Constable Martin Scurry and his four subconstables refused to surrender and there was a
long exchange of gunfire. Eventually the attackers – some ammunition to the attackers.
of whom were injured – gave up and left the scene and
While they were descending the ladder shots were fired
left several pikes behind but no rifles.
in their direction. One of the Fenians said “This is the day
At Castlemartyr, Co. Cork on the same night a large
of the general rising, Cork has not been attacked yet but
body of insurgents attacked the constabulary barracks
it will be taken before a week”.
and Constable James O’Connell and his seven subOn the morning of 6 March, S/Inspector Myles Blake
constables refused to surrender. The attackers maintained
Burke and his party at Mountmellick were on the alert
steady fire but the building was a substantial one and of
for Fenian activities. An attack was not made on the
sound construction.
barracks but when the S/Inspector and his men carried
One of the attackers was shot dead by the
out searches for arms they succeeded in dispersing a large
constabulary. As the attackers failed to get close to the
group of Fenians and arrested several – two of whom
building they aborted the attempt and retreated. It was
were carrying revolvers.
believed that the same attacking party had disarmed the
Two days later, S/Constable Hugh Kerr of Maryborough
local coastguard station during the night and taken the
[now Portlaoise]
firearms from there.
who was a
During the hours of darkness on the night of 5-6 March mounted
1867 a body of armed Fenians attacked the constabulary
policeman while
barracks at Ballyknockane, Co. Cork. The constabulary
carrying a dispatch
party of four under the command of Constable Brown
to Mountmellick
were, as usual, asked to surrender to the Irish Republic
arrested two
and they refused. The attackers opened fire on the
Fenians who were
building and the constabulary returned the fire.
believed to have
The attackers managed to force open a rear door in
been involved
the building, brought in straw and set it on fire. Some of
in the Tallaght
the constable’s family were in the married section of the
affair a few nights
barracks and were in grave danger.
previously.
DAY OF THE RISING
The members of the force were in the upstairs part of the
building held out as long as they could but the fire and
smoke became very dense. Constable Brown pleaded with
the attackers to allow his young daughter to escape but
they refused to do so.
A ladder was then placed against one of the upstairs
windows and the members had no alternative but to
climb down the ladder and hand over their firearms and

GRIEVIOUS
DISAPPOINTMENT
These were the
main events of
the Fenian Rising,
which had been
expected for two
years. Some other
incidents

Irish Fenian leader Jeremiah
O’Donovan Rossa was a
prominent member of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood.
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throughout the country were relatively minor. The Fenian
lives.
leaders in Ireland, America and England had put a lot
This the 150th anniversary of the Fenian Rising. It had
into the organisation and planning of the uprising and its
huge consequences for the future policing of Ireland and
failure was a grievous disappointment for all concerned.
planted the seeds for the 1916 Rebellion. Details of the
There was no shortage of able-bodied men led by
aftermath will be given in a follow-up feature in next
seasoned veteran officers of the American Civil War
issue.
but there was
a shortage of
firearms as the
consignment of
rifles expected
from America never
materialised. None
of the Constabulary
were killed and
Sub-Constable
William Duggan
[Killorglin] was
the only one very
seriously injured.
For a number of
months after the
event, the trials
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been arrested in
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OFFALY GREAT
COMMEMORATION
FOR PATRICK
KEVANY
It is only proper that the grandfather of
poet Patrick Kavanagh is remembered in
Offaly, the place where he spent the greater
part of his life, writes Carthage Minnock,
Dublin South Branch. He looks back over
the life and times of Patrick Kevany who
was commemorated with a headstone in St
Colmcille’s Cemetery, Durrow, Co. Offaly in
September 2015.

Patrick entered the college in July 1848 and graduated as
a literary teacher and agriculturalist in February 1850. He
was in fact the 168th pupil to enter the college.
On graduating Patrick chose not to return to his native
Sligo but applied for a teaching position to Tristram
Kennedy, the Marquis of Bath’s land agent, in one of the
recently established schools on the Bath estate in County
Monaghan.
Securing a post in Kednaminsha National School in the
Parish of Inniskeen, he was highly regarded as a teacher
and especially as an agriculturalist. Before long he was
reclassified from a class 3 to a class 2 teacher, and as a
result his pay was increased from £16 to £19 a year.

T

IMPROVED FARMING PRACTICES
In the 1850s anyone who could improve agricultural
methods was much sought after. Ireland had just
experienced the Famine, which had devastated the
countryside so the improvement of farming practices was
high on the agenda of the British Government.
It was uppermost also in the minds of landlords as soil
fertility had dropped due to poor management. Patrick
was not long in Inniskeen when he fell in love with local
girl Nancy Callan. Early in 1855 it became evident that
Nancy was pregnant. Word of the pregnancy got to the
ear of Mr Trench who had replaced Tristram Kennedy as
land agent and patron of the school.
Mr Trench suspended Patrick in April 1855 and wrote
to the Commissioners of Education in Marlborough
St. Dublin, informing them of what had taken place at
Kednaminsha School. Mr Trench is not recorded in a
favourable light by history, but I must say he behaved
honourably in this matter. He allowed Patrick to
enclose a letter seeking clemency with the report to the
Commissioners.
In July Patrick wrote again to the Commissioners
seeking clemency with testimonials from a Fr O’Carroll
who had been a curate in Inniskeen and from a Mr
Donaghy who was on the Board of Guardians at
Carrickmacross. This shows that he did not run away

he poet Patrick Kavanagh who is a native of Inniskeen
Co. Monaghan, also has strong connections with
Sligo and Offaly through his paternal grandfather Patrick
Kevany (1826-1896). A native of Sligo, Mr Kevany spent
40 years of his life in Tullamore where he was a teacher,
agriculturalist, and master of the workhouse.
Patrick Kevany was the youngest of five sons born
to Owen Kevany and Brigid Maloney on a 32-acre farm
in Castletown, Easkey, Co. Sligo in 1826. It appears
that he was a bright young lad for in 1848 we find him
teaching in Owenbeg National School in Sligo. It is not
known what qualification he had for such a post but it is
most likely that at that time he had no teacher training
qualification whatsoever.
There was no teacher training facility in Ireland until
1838 when the Albert College on Glasnevin’s Model Farm
Road in Dublin was established to give agricultural and
teacher training tuition to national teachers. Teachers
were expected to pass on to their pupils the farming
methods which they had been taught in college, as well
as to educate them in the three Rs.
The young Patrick Kevany came to the notice of
Thomas Howley, a land agent in Mayo, who had
previously lived in Easkey and who thought that Patrick
would be suitable for a course in the Albert College and
he duly sponsored him there paying the prescribed fee.
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from his responsibility to
Nancy and that he wanted to
remain in Kednaminsha.
Patrick’s plea fell on deaf
ears and the Commissioners
furthermore stated that he
was not to be employed
again as a teacher and
he had to return to Sligo
in disgrace. He felt that
he had been let down his
mentor Mr Howley who had
championed his cause and
called to him and offered his
apologies.
In late August 1955 Nancy
gave birth to twin boys,
one of which died at birth.
The other was christened
James. The parish records in
Inniskeen Church show that
on 25 August 1855 Jacobus
Cavanagh was baptised
there. At that time in the
Pictured at the unveiling of the headstone in St Colmcille’s Cemetery, Durrow, Co.
Diocese of Clogher Births
Offaly on 13 Sept 2015 were (l-r): Rosaleen Kearney, Art Agnew, Una Agnew and
and Marriages were recorded
Sr Xavier RSM.
in Latin. Hence the name
‘Jacobus’ for James and note
teacher in the workhouse in Tullamore with a salary of £20
that Cavanagh is spelled with a ‘C’ but James and all his
a year. It is generally accepted that Patrick’s appointment
offspring always spelled their names with a ‘K’.
came about through the influence of his mentor Thomas
James was the father of the poet Patrick Kavanagh.
Howley.
He was a cobbler by trade and only deviated from this
Land agents were known to each other and I would
spelling twice. The first occasion was in 1896 when he
expect Mr Howley to be acquainted with Steuart Trench
reported the death of his mother and he signed himself
who, as we already know, had a high opinion of Mr Kevany
James Kevany.
and Mr Trench’s son Thomas was on the board of Guardians
In her book ‘Patrick Kavanagh A Biography’, Antonette
of Tullamore Workhouse.
Quinn suggests that James was paying a final tribute
He was only five years in his teaching position when a
to the union of his parents and “reclaiming his own
vacancy for Master of the workhouse arose and Patrick
birth right”. The other occasion was in 1910 when
was appointed, a post he held for the next 35 years. On
he purchased some land, and signed himself James
appointment as master his salary doubled to £40 a year.
Cavanagh, evidently worried about title.
Patrick Kevany is reputed to have run the workhouse in a
professional manner both in his dealings with the inmates
MISNOMER OVER SURNAME
and with suppliers who prior to his appointment were
The question is how did James come to get the surname
said to have been getting away with short-changing the
Cavanagh? It is generally accepted that when James was
workhouse authorities.
being christened the priest asked for the name of the
His agricultural training was not wasted on him. As
child’s father. The name given was Patrick Kevany but the
master of the workhouse he put that training to good use
priest mistakenly thought it was Patrick Cavanagh.
growing vegetables so effectively that he won many prizes
While Kavanagh is not a common name in South
at midland shows and even in the RDS.
Ulster, it is not unknown for it to be spelled with a ‘C’ in
Any assignment in the workhouse, whether as a teacher
that part of the country. Note that GAA footballer Sean
or master, was no easy occupation. At the time of Patrick’s
Cavanagh, a triple All-Ireland winner with neighbouring
retirement from the workhouse it had almost 300 inmates.
Tyrone, also spells his name with a ‘C’. A generation later
Of course, when he first took up the position as teacher
the above misnomer was to prove a huge loss to the
occupancy it would have been much greater because it was
Kevany surname, but a massive bonus for the Kavanaghs.
less than 10 years after the Famine.
On 17 January 1856 Patrick secured a position as
It is accepted by everyone who has made a study of the
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years with the help of two female shop assistants.
Eventually he closed it down and moved to Dublin where
he worked as a clerk. He died in 1950 and is buried in
Glasnevin. He never married.
Patrick Kavanagh knew of his relatives in Tullamore.
In his novel ‘Tarry Flynn’, written in1948 and very much
based on his own youth, we find his wayward and
penniless ringmaster uncle Petey Flynn writing from
Tullamore and later in the novel paying a visit to the
family.
On another occasion when his brother Peter returned
from a cycling holiday around Ireland he asked him if he
had made enquiries about their relations in Tullamore. He
went on to say that he had intended doing so some years
earlier when he himself went walking and hitching around
the country.

Patrick Keany’s headstone in the cemetery in Durrow,
Co. Offaly.
poet’s background that having secured employment in
Tullamore Mr Kevany did not neglect his responsibility
to Nancy and his son. Peter Kavanagh tells us in his
biography of his brother that his grandfather occasionally
sent Nancy a £5 note, which was a considerable amount
of money in those days.
It appears that he did not trust the postal service for
Peter tells us he tore the £5 note in two and sent each
half by a different mail. Once she got the two halves it
was negotiable but if one half fell into the wrong hands
it was worthless to that person. Peter also tells us that
his grandfather met his son James occasionally in Dublin,
originally in the company of Nancy and, when he grew
older, alone.
MASTER OF THE WORKHOUSE
On 23 April 1873 Patrick married Mary Molloy, the
daughter of Felix Molloy, a substantial farmer from Urney
near Cloneygown in Offaly. Prior to the marriage, Mary
was employed in the workhouse in Mountmellick and
perhaps this is how the relationship began.
Patrick continued as master of the workhouse in
Tullamore while Mary established a drapery shop in what
was then Charles Street, but was subsequently renamed
Harbour Street. They lived over the shop where their four
children, two boys and two girls, were born.
Their two daughters Mary Bridget and Catherine
became Mercy Sisters in Galway city where they are
buried. Owen was born in September 1878 but he died
when he was just seven months old. He is buried in
Durrow.
The youngest child Patrick was born in 1881. On
leaving school he worked in his mother’s drapery shop
and after her death in 1908 he ran it himself for some

PENSION CAUSES ACRIMONY
On arrival in Dublin Mr Kevany’s son Patrick lived in the
Ballsbridge area as did his nephew Patrick Kavanagh. It
was in the city that they first became acquainted with
each other. We have an account of a meeting of the poet
with his uncle Patrick Kevany in 1949.
They were already known to each other but on this
occasion Mr Kevany was in the company of Tony Molloy,
a native of Tirhogan, which is on the Laois side of
Portarlington. Mr Molloy was a columnist with ‘The Irish
Press’ under the pen name ‘Captain Mac’. Tony was a
cousin of Kevany’s mother, Mary Molloy, and it is said that
Kavanagh was pleased to be connected to a fellow writer.
Mr Kevany reluctantly retired from his position in the
workhouse in 1896 and died within three months on 20
May, being in poor health for three years before he passed
away. He suffered from bronchitis and heart disease and
missed a great deal of time from work during the latter
years of his service.
On his eventual retirement, there was acrimony as
to the amount of pension to which he was entitled. His
grandson Peter in his biography of the poet entitled
‘Patrick Kavanagh a Life Chronicle’ remarks that “only
when they heard the death rattle in his throat on 19 May
1896 did the Board grant him his pension” of £40 a year.
He died the very next day.
LEAVING MANY DESCENDENTS
While Mr Kevany has left many descendents none of
them bear the Kevany name. His two daughters became
nuns, his son Owen died in Tullamore while still a baby
while the other Kevany son Patrick remained a bachelor.
His son James, born to Nancy Callan, had ten children
with his wife Bridget Quinn, (three sons and seven
daughters). There are only two descendents of Patrick
Kevany with the Kavanagh surname. They are daughters
of Peter Kavanagh and they live in America.
Patrick Kavanagh married Katherine Moloney, a niece
of Kevin Barry, late in life and they had no family. He
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actually died seven months after the marriage. The other
to the underprivileged and poverty stricken in the county
boy in the Kavanagh family, James, died in infancy.
immediately after the Famine.
However, there are many descendents of the poet’s
On 13 September 2015, more than a century after his
sisters in Ireland but, of course, none of them bear
burial in an unmarked grave on 22 of May 1896, Patrick
the Kavanagh nomenclature. The best known of
Kevany was commemorated with a headstone in St
these is Katherine Lynch, the comedienne, who is a
Colmcille’s Cemetery, Durrow, Co. Offaly.
granddaughter
of Lucy Kavanagh
who in turn was a
granddaughter of
Mr Kevany.
Patrick Kevany
died on 20 May
1896 and his
World-class transport and logistics
funeral Mass was
celebrated by Fr.
Hugh Behan in
the Church of the
Annunciation in
Tullamore two days
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GEARING UP
PROPERLY TO PARK
Parking a car is a task that some people find impossible to do properly. Pick a spot
someday and just take a bit of time to observe some people’s efforts. It is a good
spectator sport. Most of us seem to manage it ok but there are those among us who just
cannot handle it and should really stop trying, muses Trevor Laffan, Cork City Branch.

I

have seen drivers making several attempts to reverse
into a space only to find themselves three feet from the
footpath each time. I have also seen drivers drive into a
space and then go backwards and forwards 50 times only
to find themselves back where they started.
In Cyprus, a car is considered to be parked properly
if any part of it is in the parking space. So, if you have
enough room to fit the front of the car in, or even one of
the wheels, then the car is parked ok even though the rest
of it might be sticking out and blocking the roadway.
However, before we start to take the ‘Mickey’ too
much, we should stop and consider the possibility that
maybe they just can’t help themselves. There could be a
reason why some drivers find it so difficult.
It could be down to the fact that they lack ‘spatial
awareness’. You may not know what this is but it is
something that can affect your daily life and might even
prevent you from putting your car into a space.
SPATIAL AWARENESS
Spatial awareness is needed for a wide range of activities
in life. If you lack spatial awareness then you may ﬁnd
many ordinary activities more difﬁcult to carry out or
understand. Certain activities that are seen as second
nature to the average person on the street will prove to
be very difficult for someone dealing with this issue.
The simple task of trying to make your way home can
get complicated. Trying to determine the direction to head
off in could prove to be a significant challenge especially
when north and south are indistinguishable. Trying to
work out how far you have to travel to get home can get
complicated too when you can’t work out whether you
live ten miniutes away or ten miles.
This is difficult for us to understand but that is the
world of spatial awareness. Most of us, when we go
out, just automatically know how to make our way
home again. But someone suffering from a lack of spatial
awareness has to be on the alert. Constantly checking for
landmarks and being very conscious of their surroundings
at all times. Some will stick to the main streets and not
move from them for fear of getting lost.
Ironically, one of the best ways to increase your spatial
52 Síocháin

More people are using smaller cars to overcome the
modern-day hassle of finding a parking space in big cities,
making it a lot easier to park your car.
awareness is to get lost. Apparently getting lost makes
you feel anxious and, as a result, increases brain activity.
Getting lost also helps you find exit solutions and plot
routes that connect you with what is familiar.
So, the next time you see some poor soul struggling
to get his car into a tight space spare a thought for the
fact that he might be suffering from a lack of spatial
awareness and be grateful that he’s not trying to berth a
cruise ship.
CARIBBEAN CRUISE IN STYLE
I watched one of these ships berthing at the quayside in
Cobh recently and it is some feat.
‘MS Independence of the Seas’ is a cruise ship operated
by the Royal Caribbean cruise line. It’s enormous and it is
a regular visitor to Cobh during the summer season.
With 15 decks to accommodate 4,370 passengers, it
has a crew of 1,360 on board and is one of the largest
cruise ships and passenger vessels yet built. It is 1,112 feet
(339 m) long.
The ‘MS Independence of the Seas’ has a water park,
a dedicated sports pool for volleyball and basketball,
whirlpools, and an internal shopping ‘street’, while the
Promenade is lined with shops, pubs and wine bars!
There is also the two-story theatre with seating for
1,200, and a complete conference center. On a lower level
there is an ice skating rink, heated, fresh water pools, a
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rock climbing wall, a basketball/hockey court, a mini golf
course, and a Flow Rider for surfing.
It is almost an insult to call this a ship. It’s actually a
floating city and you don’t really appreciate the size of it
until you stand next to it when it berths – parking to you
and me!
When this
liner calls to Cork
Harbour, it ties up
at the quayside in
Cobh. Before it ties
up it has to turn
around completely
to face back out
of the harbour
again. Standing
at 1,112 feet long
and 15 decks
high, it turns on a
sixpence between
Haulbowline and
Cobh, before it
glides to a halt at
the pontoon at the
quayside.

into a canal without too much difficulty.
I think if I’m ever going to travel on one of these
cruises, I’ll just wait for the captain to come to work in the
morning and I’ll watch to see how he parks his car. If he
is having any kind of bother then I’ll just grab my suitcase
and leave quietly!

CAPTAIN’S
CONCERNS
So, that got me
wondering what
would happen if
the captain was
one of these guys
who couldn’t
park a car? Let’s
just imagine for
a miniute that he
was suffering from
a touch of this
spatial awareness
business.
He’s not going
to get too many
chances to get it
right. If a ship this
size gets out of
control then things
are going to get
very messy. It is a
big responsibility
for the captain.
One mistake and
he could sink the
entire Irish Naval
Service or turn the
main street in Cobh
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THE BACK NINE

HEALTH IS THE REAL
WEALTH
Time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years, writes
John Barry, Dublin North Branch, who wonders where the years and his youth have gone!
And for those not yet on the ‘back nine’, he says it will be here faster than you think, but
also points out that health is the real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.

I

remember seeing older people through the years and
thinking that those older people were years away from
me and that I was only on the first hole and the ‘back
nine’ was so far off that I could not imagine fully what it
would be like.
So, here it is…the back nine of my life and it catches
me by surprise. My friends are retired and getting grey…
some are in better and some worse shape than me, but I
see the great change. Like me, their age is beginning to
show and we are now those older folks that we used to
see and never thought we’d become.
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a
real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat
anymore…it’s mandatory! Because if I don’t do it on my
own free will…I just fall asleep where I sit!
So…now I enter into this new season of my life
unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of
strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had
done but never did!
But, at least I know, that though I’m on the back nine,
and I’m not sure how long it will last…this I know, that
when it’s over on this earth…it’s over. A new adventure
will begin! Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I
hadn’t done…things I should have done, but indeed,
there are many things I’m happy to have done. It’s all in a
lifetime.
So, if you’re not on the back nine yet…let me remind
you that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever
you would like to accomplish in your life please do it
quickly! Don’t put things off too long!! Life goes by
quickly. So, do what you can today, as you can never be
sure whether you’re on the back nine or not!
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons
of your life…so, live for today and say all the things that
you want your loved ones to remember…and hope that
they appreciate and love you for all the things that you
have done for them in all the years past!
‘Life’ is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your
gift to those who come after.
Make it a fantastic one. Live it Well! Enjoy today! Do
Something Fun! Be Happy! Have a Great Day; Remember:

It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and
silver. So, Live Happy in 2017!
CONSIDER THIS:
• Your kids are becoming you…but your grandchildren
are perfect!
• Going out is good…coming home is better!
• You forget names…But it’s ok because some people
forgot they even knew you!!
• You realise you’re never going to be really good at
anything like golf.
• The things you used to care to do, you aren’t as
interested in anymore, but you really do care that you
aren’t as interested.
• You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV ‘ON’
than in bed. It’s called ‘pre-sleep’.
• You miss the days when everything worked with just
an ‘on’ and ‘off’ switch.
• You tend to use more four-letter words…’what?
‘when?’
• You notice everything they sell in stores is ‘sleeveless’
• What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
• Everybody whispers.
• You have three sizes of clothes in your closet…two of
which you will never wear.
• But ‘old’ is good in some things – old songs, old
movies, and best of all, Old Friends!
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE OUTING TO PRAGUE
On 28 November 2016, a group of
50 members from various branches
throughout the country departed to
Prague for a three-night trip to the Prague
Christmas Market.
Upon arrival in Prague we were met by our
guide Sarka who gave us a brief introduction
to the city before departure to our hotel The
Clarion Congress. In route we got a bit more
insight to the various treats to look forward to
during our stay.
Our hotel was excellent lovely bedrooms, the breakfast
buffet was first class and our location was perfect as we
were located beside the metro station, and a nice surprise
for anyone over seventy they were entitled to free travel
on all public transport. After a good night;s sleep we
departed on a city tour, most of which we walked; Sarka
was excellent and we all learned a lot.
Prague Castle, which has been an important symbol of
the Czech State for more than a thousand years was our
first stop. It is dominated by the Saint Vitus, Wenceslas
and Adalbert Cathedral which dates back to 1344.
Charles Bridge is spectacular and building began in 1357
by Charles 1V. The bridge is dominated by 30 statues of
saints and the views of the river and city are a sight to
behold.

A must for all our group was a visit to the Church
of Our Lady Victorious to see the statue of the Infant
Jesus of Prague, the statue was originally from Spain and
donated to the Carmelites in 1628.
The Old Town Hall and Astronomical Clock are
spectacular and date back to the 14th century. The
Christmas markets at night were a must-visit for the
atmosphere, a feast for the sights and senses.
Some of our group also enjoyed a classical concert
in The Municipal House, a cruise on the river and a
traditional Czech night. Overall we packed a huge
amount of all the delights which this city has to offer in
our action-packed three days.
As we bid a very fond farewell to Prague it was agreed
by all who travelled it was a truly wonderful trip and they
were looking forward to the next adventure.

JANUARY BREAK TO WESTPORT
On 17 January 2017, 73 members from various
branches throughout the country departed for a
three-night break to Mayo’s Westport Woods Hotel.
On our first evening when we had all settled in we
began with a drinks reception followed by Christmas
dinner and a surprise visit from Santa, this added to the
atmosphere of the evening.
Over the course of our stay we participated in various
activities, indoor bowls, a slide show, bingo, we had a
Mass and one of the highlights was a talent competition.
There was wonderful participation and some amazing
talent in the group and judging was the responsibility of
hospitality manager Mary Callally who had a very hard
decision to make.
The overall winners were a group made up of Alice
Lawton from Waterford, Fintan Duggan from Wexford
and Maurice Crotty from Tipperary, and they are amazing
musicians so well deserved winners, second place went to
Joe Dunleavy from Limerick for his recitation which was
perfectly delivered.
The hotel looked after us extremely well the facilities
are fantastic the food was wonderful we had music and
dancing nightly and everyone participated and joined in
the fun.

The few days simply flew past and as they say “ time flys
when you are having fun”, as we went our separate ways
we all left with lovely happy memories of Westport and
many new friendships had been forged.
On the outing to Westport we were delighted to
have members from the January Class of 1967 join us to
celebrate their Golden Jubilee. George Daly managed to
get this group together as it was a great opportunity to
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have their reunion and spend a few days together.
On the evening of arrival the group enjoyed dinner and
we had organised a special cake to mark the occasion.
Father Ralph Egan joined us to celebrate a special
morning Mass to mark 50 years to the day that the class
left homes all over the country to pursue their new careers
as members of An Garda Síochána and their new lives
began and brought them to various counties.
Some of the musicians in the group very kindly got
together at short notice and made the Mass extra special
with hymns, Alice joined on tin whistle and Maurice on
guitar.

George had brought some memorabilia including a
wonderful selection of photographs which were a delight
to look at and they brought back memories to so many of
the group. We also remembered those five members of
the class who had passed away and were delighted one
of the widows joined us.
Over the few days it was a privilege to hear the many
stories of different experiences both in their personal lives
and careers. Fifty years ago on 18 January 1967 was such
a significant day for the 29 young men who began their
new careers, and those who reunited in Westport on 18
January 2017.

SPRING BREAK IN TRALEE
Saturday 8 April – Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee
Four-nights’ B&B and evening meal costs €290 per person
sharing, single supplement €20 per night pp. Day trips
to Bunratty/Foynes, Dingle and Killarney are included,
in addition to nightly entertainment, full use of leisure
centre, plus pick-up to and from Tralee Train Station.
Bookings must be made (before 25 March) with Marie
Roche on 086-0854654 or Joe Lynch on 086-2338603.

AUTUMN BREAK IN WEXFORD
18 September – Talbot Hotel, Wexford Town
Enjoy three nights’ dinner, B&B, nightly entertainment, full
use of leisure centre and day trip.
Staying in the 4* Talbot Hotel, located minutes from
Wexford Train Station, costs only €159 pp sharing, single
supplement €20 per room per night. Bookings must be
made (by 15 August) with Marie Roche on 086-0854654
or Joe Lynch on 086-2338603.

Booking for Dubrovnik by 30 March.

Booking for Sorrento by 9 September.

The World is Waiting ...

The World is Waiting ...

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)

Discover Dubrovnik

€649

This superb escorted holiday includes:
ü Direct return flights from Dublin to Dubrovnik with Aer Lingus and
transfers throughout with local guide.
ü 7 nights at the 3 star superior Hotel Tirena in Dubrovnik with
breakfast and evening meal included each day.
ü A half day guided sightseeing tour of Dubrovnik including entrance
to the Franciscan Monastery and City Cathedral.
ü A full day excursion to Montenegro, known as the ‘Hidden Pearl
of the Mediterranean’, including a visit to the baroque village of
Perast, a boat trip to the island of Our Lady of the Rock and a city
tour of the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Kotor.
ü A full day boat trip taking in the Elaphite Islands with lunch and
entertainment on board.

FLIGHT DETAILS
Aer Lingus EI446

DUB → DVB

Mon 24 Apr

07:30 11:45

Aer Lingus EI447

DVB → DUB

Mon 01 May

12:15 14:50

TO BOOK THIS TOUR
Please ring Peter Murphy at Travel Department
or email groups@traveldepartment.ie

Sorrento Coast, Pompeii & Capri

€819

Transfers | 7 nights | 3* superior hotel | Half board | Expert Guides

Transfers | 7 nights | 3* superior hotel | Half board | Expert Guides

Departing 24 April (€649) 2017

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)

NOTES

Departing 02 Oct (€819) 2017

NOTES

2. Price is per person and based on two sharing

This superb escorted holiday includes:
ü Direct return flights from Dublin to Naples with Aer Lingus and
transfers throughout with local guide.

3. Twin/Double room for single occupancy
supplement €189 for the duration of the holiday

ü 7 nights at the 3 star superior Ascot Hotel in Sorrento town with
breakfast and evening meal each day.

3. Single room supplement €209 for the duration of
the holiday

4. Optional insurance available (conditions apply)

ü A full day excursion to the island of Capri (by Hydrofoil).

4. Optional insurance available (conditions apply)

5. Check-in 1 standard piece of luggage for a fee of
€80 per person (max 15kg) or €100 per person
(max 20kg)

ü A full day guided excursion including a guided tour of Sorrento,
followed by an afternoon visit to the Pompeii Excavations.

5. Check-in 1 standard piece of luggage for a fee of
€80 per person (max 15kg) or €100 per person
(max 20kg)

6. A non-refundable/non-transferable deposit
of €200 per person is required to book
(2% surcharge if paid by credit card)

ü A full day excursion on the magniﬁcent Amalﬁ coast, including
Amalﬁ , Ravello and a panoramic view over Positano. Entrance to
The Cloister of Paradise and Villa Rufolo included.

6. A non-refundable/non-transferable deposit
of €200 per person is required to book
(2% surcharge if paid by credit card)

1. Price is inclusive of taxes and charges and one
piece of hand luggage (max 10kg)

7. Balances are due 10 weeks before departure
(2% surcharge if paid by credit card)
8. Prices, taxes, flight times & availability are
subject to change. E&OE

Ph: 01 637 1606

1. Price is inclusive of taxes and charges and one
piece of hand luggage (max 10kg)
2. Price is per person and based on two sharing

7. Balances are due 10 weeks before departure
(2% surcharge if paid by credit card)

FLIGHT DETAILS
Aer Lingus EI450

DUB → NAP

Mon 02 Oct

06:30 10:45

Aer Lingus EI451

NAP → DUB

Mon 09 Oct

11:35 14:00

TO BOOK THIS TOUR
Please ring Peter Murphy at Travel Department
or email groups@traveldepartment.ie

8. Prices, taxes, flight times & availability are
subject to change. E&OE

Ph: 01 637 1606
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INTERNATIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION

MANY BENEFITS OF
JOINING IPA IRELAND
The International Police Association, which was established in Ireland in 1955 and further
developed from 1967 onwards, continues to serve a wide range of both serving and retired
members of An Garda Síochána. Here we detail the many membership benefits such as
overseas group travel tours, free holiday draws, sporting and cultural events.

E

xcellent IPA
accommodation
is available to
members for
leisure and holiday
purposes, nationally
and internationally.
The IPA Ireland’s
headquarters is
located in an ideal
city location on Iona
Drive, Glasnevin,
while top grade
accommodation is
available in Dublin to
visiting members at
preferential cost.
Having provided
subsidised holidaystyle accommodation
in Ireland since
the 1970s, the IPA
is now proud to
provide dedicated
IPA accommodation
in five locations
– IPA House, Iona
Drive and four IPA
apartments located
in Galway, Cork,
Sligo and Wexford,
all at very special rates to members.
All IPA accommodation can be viewed on the IPA
website www.ipaireland.ie, through which bookings can
also be made.
IPA Travel Bureau: The bonded travel agency that is

the IPA Travel Bureau provides a full travel agency
service for IPA members and their families, and
organised group travel events to other countries
on a national and regional basis. Group travel
events benefit from a special IPA Travel Grant.
Service Through Friendship: The IPA provides
much more than preferential rates for travel and
accommodation and the Association’s Motto, in
Esperanto – Servo per Amikeco, translating to
‘Service through Friendship’, is the foundation
on which the many beneficial elements of the
Association stand.
This declaration of service draws on the goodwill
and commitment of more than 420,000 members
in 64 countries worldwide, ensuring that a wide
spectrum of assistance is available to all members
of the Association throughout the world. IPA
Ireland members often benefit from such overseas
welcome, camaraderie and assistance.
Many Additional Benefits: In addition to all of
this, there are quarterly editions of the IPA Journal,
free holiday draws, friendship, sporting, cultural
and social events, held locally, nationally and
internationally.
There is also sponsored attendance for children/
grandchildren of members at International Youth
Gatherings, while members can avail of sponsored
attendance at IPA Seminars in Gimborn Castle,
Germany, and lots more.

So, don’t miss out – at just €0.95 per week, becoming a
member of the IPA is easy! Visit the IPA website www.
ipaireland.ie contact Enrolment Officer Willie Maye on
086-2851194 or give the IPA Office a call at 01-8302907
for full details. You’ll be glad you did.
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BOOK REVIEW

RECOMMENDED
WITHOUT
RESERVATION
The third edition of ‘Law and Finance in Retirement’ sets out, in a reader-friendly way, some
very diverse and complex legal issues of interest to retired people, and indeed everyone
concerned with the welfare of older persons, writes Joe Ward, a qualified solicitor and
member of the GSRMA Central Committee, who recommends it without reservation.

I

rish society in the 21st Century has an increasing
number of people over the age of 65, who are
living longer and healthier lives in retirement, with the
result that both older people and their families need
to put plans in place to ensure they enjoy a long and
comfortable retirement.
The author, John Costello, has a long legal family
tradition. His grandfather John A. Costello was an
Attorney General and Taoiseach, while his father Declan
Costello was Attorney General and President of the High
Court.
John is a practising solicitor with a wide range of
experience in the area of retirement law and is current
chairman of the Parole Board. The royalties from the sale
of this book are being donated to the Alzheimer Society
of Ireland.
All the legal issues and concepts that are of concern
to people as they advance in years are addressed in
this book. Commencing with the making of a will
and taxation, it highlights the importance of making a
will. Then the rights of surviving spouses, children and
inheritance tax are discussed in non technical language.
It should be noted that the thresholds for Capital
Acquisition Tax have been increased in the 2017 Budget
since the publication of this book.
The book then progresses on to consider legal issues
which arise after a person dies and discusses the duties
and functions of Executors and Trustees. Procedures for
distributing the assets to beneficiaries, the taking out of
a grant of probate, which occurs where the deceased
has died testate, or Letters of Administration Intestate,
where the deceased dies without a will, are discussed in
considerable detail.
LEGAL REFORMS REVIEWED
The book reviews the legal reforms being introduced by
the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015.
The Act governs the law in relation to vulnerable

adults who are experiencing difficulties with decision
making, for reasons which include intellectual disabilities
and old age, and whose capacity to deal with matters is
in question.
The Act will eliminate the Ward of Court System
through a process of review by the courts within three
years of its commencement. The Act will also modernise
the law on medical and personal care decisions in
relation to persons subject to an enduring power of
attorney order. Unfortunately the vast bulk of the Act
2015 (147 sections in total) have not yet come into
operation.
A chapter in the book is devoted to community and
residential care for the elderly. It ranges across the types
of care available to non-residential patients including the
public health nursing service, home help, occupational
therapy, palliative care and day care services.
The provision of nursing home care is well covered
with advice about choosing a nursing home, the
standards to be provided for residential patients and the
Nursing Home Support Scheme, otherwise known as the
‘Fair Deal.
On the financial side, the various entitlements payable
to persons in their sixties is examined in some detail,
including contributory state pensions, widow/widowers
contributory pension, the Drug Payment Scheme, Free
Travel Scheme and parking for persons with disabilities
schemes. The book concludes with a useful index of
addresses and phone numbers for agencies providing
services in this area.
The second edition was a best seller and this edition
is likely to repeat that success. It would be an invaluable
asset to all GSRMA Branch Secretaries and to any of our
readers with an interest in the welfare of older people.

*Law and Finance in Retirement (3rd Edition) by John
Costello, Blackhall Publishing (2016)
ISBN: 978-1-84218-295-6. Price: €24.
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
ID
wallet

Leather
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Name:
Address:
Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)

Quantity:

Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)

Quantity:

A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)

Quantity:

GSRMA Pen (€4)

Quantity:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.
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TOTAL:

APPLICATION FORM
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8

PHOTO

Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website www.gardaretired.com
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
I,.................................................................... of (address).............................................................................................................
wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..

Branch.

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder.
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin.
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional).
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ...................................................................
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):...............................................
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):

…………………………….…….

(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:.............................................................................
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................
How have you decided to join GSRMA?

o
o
o
o

o

Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course
Request from Local Branch
Síocháin Magazine
Our Website
Others: ……………………………………………………………..

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM
Organisation Name:
To:

GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION
ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................
Purpose:

N= NEW

C= CHANGE

S= STOP

Organisation Code:
Garda Registered No:
Amount per Pay Period:

.

56

01

7

6

€

6

0

0
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay
Parity was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its
present title.
The objectives of the Association are
(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members;
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund,
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations).

b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)
m)
n)
o)
p)
q)

Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine.

Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com).
Access to & assistance from GSRMA Tax Advisor – First Consultation FREE.

Access to & assistance from GSRMA Social Welfare Advisor – First Consultation FREE.
Access to Association members’ deals nationwide.

Access to GSRMA Trips nationwide and abroad – Special rates for members.

Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members.
GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws

Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws.
Web Users Draw each quarter.

Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times.
Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events

Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level
Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members
Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products

Support and information to members and their families following bereavement.

WHO MAY JOIN:
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions.
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS:
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street
Dublin 8
Tel:
(01) 4781525
E-Mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website: www.gardaretired.com
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GSRMA House follow us on

INSURANCE INDUSTRY

INSURANCE MERGER IS KEY
TO JOB GROWTH
Having developed in parallel for many years, Insurance Ireland and the Dublin International
Insurance & Management Association (DIMA) have joined forces to bring together the domestic
and international insurance, reinsurance and captive management sectors under the one umbrella.

T

he
merger of
Insurance
Ireland and
the Dublin
International
Insurance &
Management
Association
(DIMA) will
represent
over 140
companies
in a major
industry that
employs
approximately
28,000 people
and provides
vital services
for economic
activity both
in Ireland and
internationally.
For
example, half
of the top
Eddy Van Cutsem from DIMA and Insurance Ireland’s CEO Kevin Thompson following the merger.
20 insurance
companies
globally have
a presence in Ireland while half of the world’s largest
Ireland’s profile and offering in insurance is wellreinsurance companies include Dublin operations within
established and provides grounds for optimism. Working
their groups.
with the Government and the IDA, Insurance Ireland aims
Ireland has developed into one of the few truly
to build on the employment in the sector in line with the
international re/insurance centres and this merger also
targets in the Government’s IFS2020 Strategy.
brings together two organisations with deep experience
The voice of Insurance in Ireland is stronger than ever and
and expertise in promoting Ireland as a hub for insurance. our attention is firmly focused on the year ahead to realise
In the aftermath of the Brexit vote it is vital that the
the full potential for the sector in Ireland.
insurance industry works with the Government to ensure
we avail of any ‘Brexit Dividend’ whilst also protecting the For further information visit www.insuranceireland.eu/
domestic market and the jobs linked to it.
or email info@insuranceireland.eu
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ANCESTRY DNA

ANCESTRY DNA – FAMILY
HISTORY IN THE 21ST
CENTURY
F

or the past 20
years, websites like
Ancestry have applied
modern techniques to
family history, thereby
making it easier for
everyone to discover
their past. Now
Ancestry is once again
bringing cutting-edge
technology to the
hobby, and giving
you a new tool in the
quest to understand
where you come
from, in the shape of
AncestryDNA.
What is
AncestryDNA?
AncestryDNA is a
simple home test
The latest technology can help you understand who you are and where you come from.
that allows you to
how closely.
compare your DNA
However, on top of that, there are more than 80
with millions of people all over the world. The results
million
family trees saved on Ancestry, and AncestryDNA
are often surprising and full of crucial information that
is
unique
in the way it combines this information with
you can use alongside the records to piece together your
genetics.
family’s past.
If you link your own tree to your DNA results, you
First you’ll find an ethnicity estimate, showing the
can
use powerful tools to compare the people, places
different parts of the world from which your ancestors
and
names to those in your cousin matches’ trees, and
brought your DNA. Hardly anybody is 100% Irish, and
work
through the generations to see exactly how you’re
finding out that you’re 20% Scandinavian or 15%
related.
Senegalese is a great starting point for understanding
your family’s story.
The latest update to AncestryDNA also reveals your
How does it work?
genetic connections to specific communities within
countries. If you are largely Irish, you can see what parts
Taking an AncestryDNA test is surprisingly easy.
of Ireland your ancestors lived in, and other parts of the
1. Order your kit from www.ancestry.ie
world their descendants – your cousins – have spread to.
2. Return a saliva sample in the pre-paid envelope
3. Your DNA will be analysed at more than 700,000
Genetics and family history
genetic markers
Indeed, your cousins are the most important part of
4. You’ll receive an email 6-8 weeks later with a link
AncestryDNA for tracing your family history. More than
three million people have now taken a test – and your
to your online results
results will show which of them you’re related to, and
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Barry O’Mahoney served in Blackrock,
Mountjoy, Cabra and Special Branch at
Castle and Harcourt Street, before his
retirement from the Force on 2 July 1996.
He will be sadly missed by his loving
wife Ena, sons Fergal and Shane, daughter
Deirdre and son-in-law Brian, daughterin-law Severina, and grand-children Cian,

Cayden, Fionn and Daniel, brother Kyran,
sisters-in-law, nephews, nieces, relatives
and a large circle of friends.
Born in Waterford but considered
himself a Kilkenny man, Brian was one of
the founder members of the Garda Choir,
and was a soloist with the Garda Choir for
many years.

BARRY O’MAHONEY
Birthplace: Waterford but lived in Kilkenny (since early childhood)
Reg No.: 14791E
Rank: Detective Sergeant
Date of Death: 20 July 2016

JAMES (GERARD) MCARDLE
33 Cregaun, Tobertaoscain,
Ennis, Co. Clare
Birthplace:
Drumconrath, Co. Meath
Reg No.: 10034L
Rank: Sergeant
Date of Death:
10 September 2016

James, known as Gerard to one and all,
was born in ‘Brookville’, Drumconrath,
Co. Meath. Educated in the local primary
school and in the Marist College Dundalk,
Gerard joined the Garda Síochána in
November 1947 serving in Stepaside,
Rathfarnham, The Garda Depot Phoenix
Park, Templemore, Naas and Bailieboro.
His long career in the Force spanned
43 years and offered him many and varied
experiences. In his early career, Gerard
spent some time as part of the security
detail for W.T. Cosgrave, the first President
of the Executive Council of the Free State.
Later, as Drill Instructor in the Depot,
he had the privilege of acting as Parade
Marshall for various pilgrimages to Rome,
Lourdes, Fatima and Knock.
One of his greatest memories was the
three-month tour of America in 1964 with
the Garda Band, playing in 37 venues,
including six nights in Madison Square
Garden. Gerard was a very proud member
of An Garda Síochána and held the men
and women of the Force in the highest
regard. He treasured the many, many loyal
friendships he made both within the Force
and the GSRMA.
Sport was Gerard’s abiding passion, not
just GAA although that was his first love,
but all sports. He had an encyclopaedic
mind and could list off team line-outs and
match details going back to the 1940s. It
was a source of immense pride to Gerard
to have played on both the Meath and
Dublin Senior Football teams.

His first taste of success was winning
Meath Minor Championship medals in
1944 and 1945. In 1946, he collected
his first major national honour winning
a National League medal with his home
county.
More success followed the next year
when, wearing the No. 7 jersey, Meath
won the All Ireland Junior Championship,
the first All-Ireland won by Meath at any
level. As a member of An Garda Síochána,
Gerard won a Dublin Senior Football
Championship medal with the Garda team
in 1948 and went on to play alongside
Kevin Heffernan and Ollie Freaney among
others on the Dublin Senior Team.
Gerard contributed greatly at local
and parish level throughout his life. He
worked tirelessly for the parish committee,
the local GAA club and the Pioneer
Association.
He was, rightly, held in the highest
esteem by friends and acquaintances
all over the country. Of all the lovely
remembrances and comments that we
heard over the days of his funeral, a
constant was ‘Gerard was a gentleman’.
He certainly was. Gerard loved us, his
family, and we cherished him. We miss
him every day.
We, the McArdle family, wish to
thank both serving and retired members
who attended Gerard’s funeral or sent
messages of condolence and sympathy.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.
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JOHN HERNON
Upper O’ Mahony Avenue,
Bandon,
Co. Cork.
Birthplace:
Abbeyfeale,
Co. Limerick
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 15469E
Date of Death:
12 February 2016

JOHN JOE O’CONNOR
Balrothery,
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin.
Birthplace:
Abbeyfeale,
Co. Limerick
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 14628E
Date of Death:
7 July 2016

John joined An Garda Síochána on 15
January 1964 after entering the gates
of the Phoenix Park Depot, but had
the distinction of taking part in his
class ‘Passing-Out Parade’ at the new
Garda Training Centre, Templemore, Co.
Tipperary.
He was allocated to Bandon Garda
Station, Co. Cork and subsequent transfers
took him to Ballinhassig and Kinsale
before making a return to serve at Garda
Divisional HQ in Bandon.
While serving at Ballinhassig Station,
John met and later married Maureen
Murphy and they set up home in Bandon.
John and Maureen raised a family of four
daughters (Caron, Fidelma, Linda and
Aoife) and a son (William).
With the advent of time, ten grandchildren came along, all of whom brought
great joy and pride to the Hernon family.
John always maintained his contact
with Abbeyfeale, where his mother, Mrs
Rita Hernon still resides along with his
brothers Liam and Thomas, sisters Susan
and Ettie, extended family, relatives and

friends.
While serving in Bandon, John joined
the Special Traffic Unit, affectionately
known as the ‘Bandon Car’ and thereafter
John joined the Detective Branch in
Bandon where he served until his
retirement on 30 May 1997.
After his retirement, John really
blossomed in his role of entrepreneur,
he successfully built and, along with his
son William, ran a very successful large
petrol station/shop deli in Bandon. He also
excelled in housing construction in many
locations in Bandon and Kinsale areas.
The Hernon family would like to convey
their deep appreciation to serving and
retired members of An Garda Síochána,
who were such a support and comfort to
the family during and since their traumatic
loss. The family also wishes to thank
John’s former colleagues in the GSRMA
who arranged the Guard of Honour at his
funeral.

Born on 2 February 1940 and reared so
close to the Kerry border, John Joe often
claimed to have breakfast in Kerry and
dinner in Limerick! The eldest son of Tadhg
and Catherine O’Connor, he had three
younger sisters and one brother.
Involved in sport from the beginning,
John Joe played handball, football, hurling
and also loved cross-country running.
Educated at Abbeyfeale National School
and the Presentation Brothers in Cork, he
joined An Garda Síochána in 1960.
After completing training at Phoenix
Park Depot, he was allocated to
Balbriggan. It was here in the North
Fingal area that he met his wife Stephanie
Rooney, a local teacher. Later he served in
Drogheda and Nobber, Co. Meath.
John Joe and Stephanie got married
in 1966 and shortly afterwards, he was
transferred to Collon, Co. Louth. After
three years, he got a transfer to Skerries,
Co. Dublin. Subsequently, he was relocated
again to Balbriggan, where he served as a
Detective Garda until he retired from the
Force in 1994.
John Joe and Stephanie reared a family

of six: Tadgh, Colm, Kerry, Finbarr, Enda
and Eimear. A light in their life went out in
February 2014 when their beloved eldest
son Tadhg (RIP) died, aged 46 years.
John Joe was a sports fanatic. Having
played Gaelic football with local clubs
in his youth, he later played handball
and became very active player. He was
a founder member of Gormanstown
Handball Club and served a period as
Chairman of the Leinster Handball Council.
He was manager of junior teams that
travelled to America on several occasions.
He played annually in the World Police &
Fire Games.
John Joe supported all Gaelic matches
and seldom missing a Sunday, at venues
like Croke Park, Cork or Thurles. Since
he was 15 years old, he never missed
a Munster Hurling Final. In later years,
he became an avid Irish soccer and
Manchester United fan.
A loyal Dublin North GSRMA member,
he enjoyed attending the monthly coffee
mornings and appreciated the advice
and guidance given at branch meetings.
Stephanie and family wish to thank the

May He Rest in Peace.
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JAMES JOSEPH SPILLANE
Glenside,
Portlaoise,
Co. Laois
Birthplace:
Shaleee, Nenagh,
Co. Tipperary
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13900K
Date of Death:
18 July 2016

GSRMA for their unfailing support at the
time of John Joe’s death.
They are grateful to all serving and
retired members who attended the
funeral or sent sympathy cards. Special

thanks to the wonderful neighbours for
their outstanding kindness and generosity.

Jim was born at the foot of Keeper Hill
between Silvermines and Killoscully. He
attended Shallee National School and
Nenagh CBS. He qualified as a fitter and
later went on to work in Avoca Mines.
He joined the Force in May 1959 and
trained in the Phoenix Park Depot. He
was allocated to Mountmellick, Co. Laois
in October 1959 and it was here that he
met his future wife Pauline Ryan from the
Parish of Lorrha Co. Tipperary.
Pauline was a Civil Servant in the local
Post Office and obviously won over Jim’s
heart, probably helped by the fact she
was a Tipperary woman and a wonderful
dancer. He transferred to Mountrath, Co.
Laois in 1962 where Jim and Pauline lived
in the official accommodation and had
their first son Michael in October 1964.
In 1967 they moved to Portlaoise
where Jim worked as the first official
motor cyclist for the Division. Their
daughter Hilary was born in March
1968. Jim joined the Laois/Offaly Traffic
Corp in 1973 as one of its first members
and served there until 1988, when he
was appointed PSV Inspector for Laois/
Offaly Division where he served until his
retirement in September 1992.
On his retirement, Jim and Pauline
enjoyed their great love of music,
song and dance. He was a passionate
Tipperary hurling supporter and attended

every match, right up to a short time
before he died but unfortunately didn’t
make it to see Tipp winning the All
Ireland in 2016.
Jim played hurling for a number of
years with Ballinahinch (his home club in
Tipp) and also for Mountmellick when
he was serving there. He served in the
Garda Representative Body and, following
retirement, he was a loyal member of the
GSRMA.
Jim’s daughter Hilary married Billy
Duane from Crosshaven, Co. Cork, who
was a young recruit in Portlaoise in 1989.
They subsequently moved back to Cork
where Billy was recently promoted to
Superintendent and he is currently District
Officer in Bruff, Co. Limerick. Jim’s wife
Pauline passed away in April 2012.
Jim is survived by his son Michael,
daughter-in-law Denise (who took great
care of Jim particularly after Pauline died),
daughters Kate and Alison and sons
James and Jack. He is also survived by his
daughter Hilary and her husband Billy and
son Billy Junior.
The Spillane families wish to thank all
those who attended the funeral and the
retired members of Laois/Offaly Branch
who formed a guard of honour.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

May He Rest in Peace.

PLANNING 50th REUNION
FOR THE CLASS OF SEPT 1967
Plans are now in place to organise a 50th
reunion on 13 September 2017 for the
members of the Class of September 1967,
who were sworn in on 13 September
1967. So, hopefully as many people as
possible from the `67 Class will come
together to celebrate the event. Contact
Don Bolger on 087-9151140 or email:
bolgerdon@gmail.com if you’re
interested in coming along.
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Mick’s passing was very widely mourned.
He had suffered ill health in his later years
but always maintained a positive view
and bore his illness with good grace and
humour. To those that knew Mick it was
telling of his character.
As a Garda and as a member of the
community Mick always served others
generously and with respect. That respect
was very much reciprocated. At Mick’s
funeral, large numbers attended to make
that respect clear to Mick’s family. Honour
guards formed from members of both
Cavan Gaels GAA club and County Cavan
Golf Club accompanied the cortege, and
a phalanx of serving Garda Síochána
members in uniform bore his coffin into
Cavan Cathedral.
A native of Mullingar, Mick had first
been posted to Cavan in 1957. Apart
from a posting to the nearby village of
Stradone between 1960 and 1965, his
entire career was spent in Cavan town
until retirement in 1995.
His talents as a Garda were primarily
utilised as Superintendent’s Clerk, the
‘engine room’ of this busy large border
division station. Mick had been seriously
injured in a patrol car crash while on
border duty in 1959, in which his partner

Mick O’Driscoll sadly lost his life. This
trauma had a silver lining for Mick as it
directly led to him meeting and marrying
his beloved wife Pat (Brady) who had
been part of his nursing care team
in hospital. Together they reared five
children.
Mick’s passion was sport. As a football
and hurling player and later as a referee
and an officer, Mick was a GAA man par
excellence. He was a talented golfer too
until failing health confined his sporting
interest to spectatorship and mentorship.
If you, dear colleague, are the type of
person to open the sports section of the
newspaper first, you will know Mick’s
personality right away.
Whether you do or not, you will know
him by these words which he completely
lived up to as a Garda and which shaped
his community engagement in private
life: “I will faithfully discharge the duties
of a member of the Garda Síochána
with fairness, integrity, regard for
human rights, diligence and impartiality,
upholding the Constitution and the
laws and according equal respect to all
people”.

Reared at Dunleckey, Bagnalstown and
educated at De La Salle College, Noel
worked for a short period with RTE
prior to joining An Garda Síochána on 5
December 1979. A few months later, he
was allocated to Coolock Station, Dublin.
In the summer of 1982, he fell in
love with Patricia (Pat) McGeary, a Déise
lady and Dublin AIB Bank Official. They
NOEL J. CLARKE
married in August 1984 and reared two
Leopardstown,
lovely daughters: Orla, employed in a
Dublin 18.
marketing role with Kerry Group and
Birthplace:
Rachel, who has just graduated with a
Bagenalstown,
nursing degree.
Co. Carlow.
After a few years in the Force, Noel’s
Rank: D/Garda Superintendent
detective
skills were observed and he
Reg. No.: 21753M
was
appointed
a Detective at CDU and
Date of Death:
worked
with
officers
in the Serious Crime
3 August 2016
Squad at Harcourt Square.
In May 1994, he was promoted
Sergeant and posted to Fitzgibbon Street
Station. Subsequently he was appointed
a Detective Sergeant at the National
Criminal Intelligence Unit at Garda HQ.

In December 2000, he was promoted
Inspector and posted to Dun Laoghaire
District and two years later was appointed
Detective Inspector and returned to the
National Criminal Intelligence Unit.
Promotion to Superintendent came
in 2007 with his appointment as Garda
District Officer for Ennistymon, Co.
Clare. A year later, he was appointed
Detective Superintendent for the South
Eastern Region, based at Waterford
Garda Station. During the Irish Presidency
of the EU, Noel was Deputy Chair of
the Law Enforcement Working Party.
Prior to his retirement in June 2013, he
was based at the GNIB, responsible for
the investigation of human trafficking,
registration of non-EEA nationals.
From an early age, Noel had a keen
interest in motorsport. Over the years,
he served on various committees of the
National Governing Body of Motorsport
in Ireland and was instrumental in
bringing a round of World Rally

MICHEAL MCCARTHY
5 Farnham Road,
Cavan Town,
Co. Cavan
Birthplace: Mullingar,
Co. Westmeath
Reg No.: 13216M
Rank: Garda
Date of Death:
2 May 2016

Codladh sámh, a Mhicháel.
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PATRICK (PADDY) O’SULLIVAN
Birthplace:
Scrahan, The Spa,
Tralee, Co. Kerry
Reg. No.: 13056G
Rank: Sergeant
Date of Death:
28 July 2016

Championships to Ireland. He qualified
as a safety officer and gave many years
promoting safety at national car rally
events.
While serving in the Force, he
graduated with a MSc Degree in Project
Management from Michael Smurfit
Graduate Business School at UCD. After
retirement from the Force, he served on
the Board of CMB Ireland and also with

Victim Support at Court (V-SAC).
Noel’s sudden death at the age of 56
years was a huge shock to his loving wife,
Pat, daughters Orla and Rachel. Pat and
the Clarke families wish to thank serving
and retired members who attended Noel’s
removal and funeral or sent messages of
sympathy.

Born on 1 September 1934, Paddy
O’Sullivan was one of a family of 11. He
was educated in the Spa NS and CBS,
The Green, Tralee. He commenced Garda
Training in the Phoenix Park in 1956. He
was stationed in Dublin as a Garda Driver
in Callan, Borris, Mulinavat and Waterford
and went to Passage East in Cork when
he was promoted to Sergeant. He later
was a member of Waterford Traffic Corps
until his retirement in 1987.
He came to live in Caherdaniel in July
2004 when he married his wife Catherine
(Cait) whom he met through the
Kerrymans’ Association. They had both
been widowed previously. Paddy spent
his days in Caherdaniel in the garden,
clearing scrub, planting trees, shrubs,
flowers, fruit and vegetables. His garden
was a testament to his hard work and
love of nature.
He loved music and played accordion,
harmonica and jew’s harp. He also loved
company and storytelling. Travel was
also enjoyed and he and Cait travelled
to all parts of Europe, America and Asia.
Paddy was a great fan of horseracing
and attended races at most Irish venues
and visited Cheltenham in March and

November each year.
He was a proud stepfather to Catherine
and Suzanne, stepsons-in-law Eamon
and Paul and grand-children Liam, Kevin,
Darragh and Sarah. He also kept in
regular touch with his own family; sisters
Sheila, Mary and Philomena, nephews
and nieces and with former Garda
colleagues.
Paddy was a man of great faith
and accepted news of his final illness
with resignation and sadness and was
determined to keep going as long as
possible, and bow to God’s will. He was
looked after at home by Cait and family
members, GP, District Nurses and Kerry
Palliative Care Team and spent his final
days in St Annes Hospital Hospice in
Caherciveen, Co Kerry.
Cait and Family wish to thank retired
and serving members from Killarney and
Waterford Divisions who attended his
funeral and continue to give us support.
Paddy died on 28 July 2016 and is buried
in Derrynane Abbey Island, Co Kerry.

May He Rest in Peace.

Ar dheis De go raibh a anam Dilis. Ni
bheidh a leithead ann go deo aris.

A NOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS TO
LATEST WEBSITE WINNER
The GSRMA congratulates Patrick Joseph McCarthy
from Dublin North Branch – the €50 website winner
for Spring 2017. Remember that you too could be a
winner by simply registering as a ‘user’ on our website
www.gardaretired.com
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SEAN McMANAMON
Birthplace:
Claremorris,
Co. Mayo
Reg. No.: 14496G
Rank: Garda
Date of Death:
23 December 2016

Sean was born and reared in Claremorris.
He joined An Garda Síochána in 1960
and was first assigned to Portlaoise. He
also served in Ballybrittas in Laois and
during his time there he won a Senior
Championship medal with O’Dempsey’s
Football Club.
He was transferred to Castlerea in
Co. Roscommon in 1966, where he
took up duty as a District Clerk. He soon
got involved in GAA affairs in Castlerea
and won two Senior County Football
Championships with the local club.
He became an accomplished referee
after his playing days. He was well able to
deal with any criticism from players and
one of his better ‘put downs’ was during
a match between Kerry and Kildare,
when he awarded a free to a Kerry
defender.
The player complained bitterly to
Sean, although he had given him a free.
Sean retorted “what do you expect me
to do, sure I can’t give you two frees”.
This was long before the yellow or black
cards!
He was transferred to Oughterard
in 1978 and to Galway City in 1980
where he served in various clerical roles,
finishing up in the Divisional Office.
Sean took up golf in 1990 and before
long he was able to play off a handicap
of 10. His first Club was Tuam and

he later joined Oughterard. He was a
member of the Sambucca Golfing Society,
with whom he enjoyed many trips to
Portugal.
He was a loyal Mayo supporter and
was involved in many fundraising events
for Muintir Mhaigh Eo and the Green and
Red. He longed for the day that Mayo
would win ‘Sam’ again and bring the cup
back to the county for the first time since
1951. He was a Senior Steward at Pearse
Stadium and was involved with Salthill
GAA for many years.
Sean was a dedicated family man to
his wife Kitty, whom he married in 1963,
his children Ger, Mairead, Micheál and
Aine and grand-children Jemma, Siobhan
and Ronan. He bore his illness with great
courage and was supported throughout
by his wife, family, close friends, medical
personnel and priests.
Kitty and family wish to thank the
large number of persons who came to
offer their sympathies at their home,
the removal and funeral and a special
word of thanks to the Gardaí who
assisted with traffic arrangements. They
also appreciated the Guards of Honour
provided by Muintir Mhaigh Eo, retired
Gardaí and Salthill GAA.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dilis.

ATHLONE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Members of GSRMA Athlone Branch
pictured at the AGM in the Shamrock
Lodge Hotel on 8 February:
Front Row: Michael Tomas, Michael
Egan, Mary B. O’Connor, Jim Donohue,
Paschal Feeney (General Secretary),
Fr Mark Bennett, Adelaide Foley, Ann
Foley, John O’Brien and Joe Gaffney.
Middle Row: Mick Bohan, Mick Egan,
John Hickey, P.J. Lenehan, Tom Moran,
PJ Burke, John O’Brien Joe Ward, Mick
Cronin and Theo Hanley.
Back Row: Noel Dowd, Con
Moynihan, P.J. Colleran, John Mulligan,
Michael Donnellan, Michael Larkin.
Gerard O’Dowd, James Donnellan and
Hugh West. (Photography courtesy of Jack Lynch, Athlone Branch)
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The Hackler from Grouse Hall
Submitted by Joseph V. McManus, Ballina Branch
I am a roving hackler lad that loves the Shamrock shore
My name is Pat McDonnell and my age is eighty-four
Belov’d and well-respected by my neighbours one and all
On St. Patrick’s day I love to stray round Lavey and Grouse Hall.
When I was young I danced and sung and drank good whiskey too
Each shebeen shop then sold a drop of the real old mountain dew
With poteen stills on every hill the peelers had no call
Round sweet Stradone I am well-known, round Lavey and Grouse Hall.
I rambled round from town to town, for hackling was my trade
None can deny I thought that I an honest living made
Where’ere I strayed by night or day the youth would always call
To have the craic with Paddy Jack, the Hackler from Grouse Hall.
I think it strange how times have changed so very much of late
Coercion now is all the row for Peelers on their bate
To take a glass is now alas the greatest crime of all
Since Balfour placed that hungry beast the Sergeant in Grouse Hall
The crazy tool of Castle rule he travels night and day
He’ll seize a goat just by the throat for want of better prey
That nasty skunk he’ll swear you’re drunk tho you took none at all
Sure there is no peace about the place since he came to Grouse Hall
‘Twas on pretence of this offence he dragged me off to jail
Alone to dwell in a cold cell me fortune to bewail
My hoary head on a plank bed such wrongs for vengeance call
He’ll rue the day he dragged away the Hackler from Grouse Hall
He haunts the League just like a plague and shame for to relate
The priest can’t be on Sunday free the Mass to celebrate
It’s there he’ll kneel encased in steel prepared for duty’s call
For to assail and drag to jail our clergy from Grouse Hall
Down into hell he’d run pell-mell to hunt for poteen there
And won’t be loath to swear an oath ‘twas found in Killinkere
He’ll search your bed from foot to head, sheets, blankets, tick and all
Your wife undressed must leave the nest for Jemmy from Grouse Hall
He fixed a plan for that poor man who had a handsome wife
To take away without delay his liberty and life
He’d swear quite plain that he’s insane and got no sense at all
As he has done of late with one, convenient to Grouse Hall.
His raid on dogs I’m sure it flogs, it’s shocking to behold
How he’ll pull up a six month’s pup and swear it’s two year-old
Outside of hell a parallel can’t be found for him at all
For that vile pimp, the devils imp and ruler of Grouse Hall
Thank God the day isn’t far away when Home Rule will be seen
And brave Parnell at home will dwell and shine in College Green
Our policemen then will be our nation’s choice and all
Old Balfour’s pack will get the sack and banished from Grouse Hall
Let old and young clear out their lungs and sing this little song
Come join with me and let him see you all resent the wrong
And while I live I’ll always give a prayer for his downfall
And when I die I don’t deny I’ll haunt him from Grouse Hall

Síocháin 85

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

•

VICTORIOUS 1964 GARDA HURLING TEAM

Members of the winning Garda team from 1964 who played the Army at this annual event in the 1960s.
Back Row (l-r): Mick Regan RIP (Cork), John Kennedy (Cork & Wexford), Ned Coogan (Kilkenny), Peter McGovern (Carlow), Brian
Cooney (Dublin), John Nealon RIP (Tipperary), Jim Prendergast
Front Row (l-r): William Walsh (Waterford), Mick Hayes RIP (Limerick), Seamus Quaid RIP (Limerick & Wexford), Eamonn Carey
(Limerick Capt.), Jimmy Conroy (Galway), Mick Regan (Galway), Nicky Power (Kilkenny), Phil Verdon RIP (Tipperary)
(Photo courtesy of Eamonn Carey, as received from John Kennedy, Wexford)

•

‘B’ DISTRICT FOOTBALL TEAM, DUBLIN INTER-DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP 1970

Front Row (l-r): Brian Fahy, Willie Molloy (RIP), Gerry McManus, Willie McGee, Christy Lucey (Capt.), Hugh Hamill, Jim Hallinan, Ned
Kirby and Willie Gallagher.
Back Row (l-r): Pat Brehony, Norman Knighly, Pat Somers, Tom Flanagan, Oliver Hanley, Tony Breen, Dan Fenton, Sean Galway (RIP),
Eddie Shanahan and Noel McDermott.
(Photo courtesy of Willie McGee, Kildare North)
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•

MARCH ‘A’ 1967 CLASS (29
MARCH-4 AUG 1967)

Back Row (l-r): M Keane, J. Nicholson, M.
Shearan, N. Smith, P. Spillane, P. Doyle, F.
Byrne, T. Walsh, F. O’Brien and F. Cummins.
Middle Row (l-r): J. McIlliney, J. Gilger, J.
McGuinness, S. Heaney, J. McLaughlin, P.
Daly, F. O’Dowd, F. Fallon and J. Ferguson.
Front Row (l-r): S. Nolan, M. Vaughan,
M. Fanning, Ins. L. Wall, Sgt J. Wall, Sgt
Collins, J. McClough, D. Byrne, T. Harty
and M. Egan.
(Photo courtesy of Pat Spillane [16876K]
Limerick Branch)

•

OPENING OF NEW NENAGH
STATION – JANUARY 1986

Front Row (l-r): Sgt C. Geraghty, Garda
G. Cullen, Insp. P. Moriarty (RIP), Supt PP
Smith (RIP), Garda A. Tierney, Sgt P. Walsh
and Garda T. Delee.
Middle Row (l-r): Garda M. Varley, Garda
M. Givens, Garda F. Hynes, Garda J. Conroy
(RIP), Garda P. Lynch, Garda T. Healy, Garda
J. Callaghan, Garda W. Kelly, Garda M.
Delaney, Garda S. English (RIP), Garda E.
Scanlan and Garda J. Dervan (RIP).
Back Row (l-r): Gardaí P. Fox, M.
Harrisson, D McSweeney and C.
Middleton.

•

AUGUST 1965 CLASS REUNION

Members of the August Class of 1965
re-assembled at the Garda College in
Templemore on 18 August 2015 to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the day
they walked through the gates of the
Garda Training Centre as recruits.
A total of 13 from their class had travelled
from many parts of the country to meet,
relax and reminisce. They were welcomed
to the Garda College by Supt Pat McCabe,
and following this group photograph they
enjoyed a lovely four-course lunch. After
lunch, a guided tour of the College was
arranged and a visit down memory lane in
the new Garda Museum.

Pictured (l-r): Tom Maher; Mick Bouchier; Eamon Fennessy; Tom McKeon; Tim
McCarthy; Tom Purcell; Kevin Doyle; John Keating; Harry Murphy; Pascal Bermingham;
Michael Burke; John Healy and Gerry Flanagan.
(Photo courtesy of Mick Bouchier, Cork Branch)
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COISTE SIAMSA GARDA ‘HALL OF FAME AWARD’
The ‘Hall of Fame Award 2016’ was
presented to Ned Kirby, GSRMA Cork
City Member, at the 23rd Annual Coiste
Siamsa Garda Sports Star Awards, by Garda
Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan at the
Oriel Court, Ballincollig, Co. Cork on Friday
27 January. The selection committee was
chaired by RTE’s Marty Morrissey, who also
acted as MC for the presentations.
Ned was a member of the Cork Senior
Football team from 1970 until 1974. During
this period he won two Munster titles and
the 1973 All Ireland Football title. Ned
won Minor and U21 All Irelands in 1967
and 1970. He played for his club Glanworth
until the 1980s. Ned was a Juvenile Liaison
Officer in Gurranabraher Garda Station up
to his retirement and did significant work
for the youth of the area.

Garda Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan presented the award to
Ned Kirby.

A GOOD SAMARITAN IN
KERRY
Jim Casey,
Secretary of
the GSRMA’s
Killarney/
Caherciveen
Branch, who
retired from the
force in 2002,
has been coordinating the
Annual Christmas
Collection for the
Samaritans.
This involves collections at two masses on
Christmas Eve and two masses on Christmas Day
alongside some other loyal volunteers, all of whom
have been involved since Jim started his collection
duties.
For the early years they had to count the money
manually and lodge same. The system has now
changed with sealed boxes which are returned to
the office in Tralee where there is a machine for
counting.
They had some tough years with frost, snow, wind
and rain but the response was always rewarding. Jim
has seen people passing the church on other business
and stopping to contribute. Increasing every year,
this past Christmas’s collection amounted to over
€1,770, which is in Jim’s adopted parish, Kilcummin,
about four miles from Killarney.

BALLINA CLEANS UP
AGAIN AT TIDY TOWNS
AWARDS
Retired Garda Sgt Jim Friel, Ballina, Co. Mayo,
Chairman of Ballina Tidy Towns Committee for the
past number of years, was the driving force behind
another major award for the North Mayo town.
Following the success in receiving their first
ever National Tidy Towns Award when they won a
Bronze Medal and Certificate with a money prize
of €400 in 2015, they repeated their achievement
again last year.

Pictured at the West and North West Region
Awards presentation of the SuperValu Tidy
Towns Competition 2016 at Hotel Westport on
11 November 2016 were (l-r): SuperValu’s Richard
Lennon, Ballina Tidy Towns Committee member
Bridget O’Donnell, and chairman Jim Friel, Minister
Michael Ring, and Peter Hynes, Chief Executive,
Mayo County Council.
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ATHLONE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

LEARNING IS FOR LIFE
L

earning never stops! So, why not do that Law Degree
you always wanted to do?
Dr Michael Tobin, Head of the Department of Lifelong
Learning at the Athlone Institute of Technology, has
noticed that adults of all ages are taking on new learning
challenges over the last number of years, through
various programmes and degrees on offer through his
Department. Indeed, their evening and part-time students
range in age from 23 to 70!
When ‘SIOCHAIN’ spoke with Dr Tobin, we wanted
to check out the opportunities that may exist for the
adult learner, with a Garda background, in particular. His
first thought was that, given their legal exposure and
experience, the Institute’s part-time Bachelor of Arts (Hons)
in Law would be very relevant.
On completion of the BA in Law (Hons), graduates are
exempt from the Law Society’s Preliminary Examination.

Additionally, the course is approved by the Honourable
Society of King’s Inn, it is a Level 8 degree and delivered
over four years, where students attend only two evenings
per week from 6pm-10pm. The annual fees are €2,500.
And, if this is not what you are interested in or want
a change, Dr Tobin, was keen to point out that adult
learners at the Athlone Institute, with a similar profile,
have taken Business Degrees, Applied Social Care Degrees,
Computing Degrees and many other qualifications, at both
undergraduate and postgraduate level.
In all, over 100 part-time programmes are offered
by the Department of Lifelong Learning at the Athlone
Institute of Technology.
See what they can offer at www.ait.ie or call them on
090-6483050 to check if they have a programme to suit
your interests. Registration is now open for the next range
of courses, which all start in September.
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Lifelong Learning

at Athlone Institute of Technology

Graduates are exempt from the Law Society’s Preliminary Examination
This Law Degree is also approved by the Honourable Society of King’s
Inns and graduates are eligible to sit the entrance examination to the
Barrister at Law degree programme

A selection of the part-time degrees available at Athlone Institute of Technology

National and International
COURSE RECOGNITION

> Bachelor of Arts in Applied Social Studies in Social Care - NFQ Level 7
> Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Applied Addiction Studies - NFQ Level 8
> Higher Diploma in Computing – NFQ Level 8
> Bachelor of Science in Environmental, Health and Safety Management –
NFQ Level 7
> Bachelor of Business (Honours) - NFQ Level 8
Degrees typically require two evenings per week and one Saturday a month
Next intake September 201
Prior Learning and Experiential Learning considered for Advanced Entry
IRUPRUHGHWDLOVRQDOOSDUWWLPHFRXUVHVYLVLWZZZDLWLHSDUWWLPH

www.ait.ie

90 Síocháin

email: lifelonglearning@ait.ie

tel: 090 6483050

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT

RANDOM DRUG
TESTING TO HIT THE
ROAD IN APRIL
New legislation under the Road Traffic Act 2016, which is due to come into force in April,
will give the Gardaí the authority to subject motorists to random drug testing checks using
a portable device for cannabis, cocaine and heroin. Maurice Quinlan, Director of the EAP
Institute, outlines the legal implications for employers.

E

mployees who drive as part of their work either
in a company vehicle or in their own vehicle, and
who receive an allowance from their employer for
miles driven, will be subject to random roadside drug
testing, which comes into effect during this Easter
weekend.
The commencement order will give effect to the
Road Traffic Act 2016, which adds to the Road Traffic
Act 2011 (which introduced new drink driving limits).

Meanwhile the Road Traffic Act 2014 allowed Gardaí
to conduct roadside impairment tests for intoxicants.
Employment legislation, impacting those who drive
for work, currently in force includes:
• The Safety Health and Welfare at Work Act 2015.
• The Non – Fatal offences Against the Person Act
1997.
• Employment Equality Act 1998 - 2012.

A hard-hitting TV advert to raise awareness of Roadside Drug Impairment Testing was produced by the Road Safety
Authority in December 2014.
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EASTER WEEKEND ROLL-OUT
Road testing motorists for drug driving will begin this
Easter Bank Holiday Weekend (14-17 April), as recently
confirmed by the Minister for Justice Frances Fitzgerald to
the Dáil.
The legislation will make it illegal for motorists to
drive while under the influence of cannabis, cocaine or
heroin. It is also now an offence to drive while under the
influence of cannabis containing the drug Salvi-dex, which
is used in the treatment of multiple sclerosis.
A new testing kit, to be operated by the Gardaí at
random roadside tests, will test for illegal drugs and will
have has major implications for all those who drive as part
of their work.
The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) has listed a
number of additional hazards and control measures
for drivers, such as pre–vehicle safety checks, legal
compliance and knowledge, speed management,
awareness and anticipation skills, forward planning,
hazard awareness and avoidance, fuel efficient and
driving, impairment and distractions.
While the Road Safety Authority (RSA) indicates two
dangers of using mobile devices when driving and driver
fatigue, the EAP Institute has also highlighted the hazards
of driving whilst under personal or work-related stress.
HEALTH & SAFETY LEGISLATION
Section 13(1)b of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work
(SHWW) Act 2005, which contains a provision on drugs
and alcohol, states that ‘an employee shall, while at work,
ensure that he or she is not under the influence of an
intoxicant (defined as including drugs and alcohol and
any combination of drugs or of drugs and alcohol) to the
extent that he or she is in such a state as to endanger his
or her own safety, health or welfare at work or that of any
other person’.
Removal from Workplace: Since 1 September 2005
employers can prevent an employee from working if he
or she is danger to themselves or to others, due to being
under the influence of an intoxicant to the extent that
they are in such a state as to endanger their own safety,
health or welfare at work or that of others.
Duty of Care: Under the Non-Fatal Offences Against
the Person Act 1997, an employer has a duty of care to
employees or to other visitors and guests. The company
is obliged to manage and conduct their undertakings
in such a way as to ensure, so far as is reasonably
practicable, that individuals at the place of work, who
are not their employees, are not exposed to risks to their
safety, health and welfare. This includes the consumption
of intoxicants at any company-sponsored event.
Employment Equality Acts: In March 2006 the Labour
Court upheld the principle that alcoholism is a disability

THE LEGAL IMPLICATIONS FOR EMPLOYERS
The EAP Institute will hold a series of seminars on the
legal implications for employers on ‘Reporting and
Driving for Work Under the Influence of Drugs and
Alcohol’.
• The Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise – Thursday 9
March
• The Inn at Dromoland, Co. Clare – Thursday 27
April
• The Ashling Hotel, Dublin – Thursday 21
September
For further information email anita@eapinstitute.
com or book online at www.eapinstitute.com

under the Employment Equality Acts 1998-2012. The
decision in ‘A Government Department vs. An Employee’
crystallises the principle that alcoholics cannot be treated
any less favourably at work. Other case law has developed
where an employee with alleged alcohol problems was
found to have a disability, which required to be reasonably
accommodated.
SURVEY STATISTICS (2009-2013)
There was a total of 240 work-related deaths reported to
the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) between 2009 and
2013; 99 of these deaths involved work related. 76 of
these deaths occurred in the workplace and 123 occurred
on the public road and resulted from activities associated
with driving for work and working on or near the road.
According to the Road Safety Authority (RSA), one
in every six drivers killed in fatal collisions were driving.
In 2014, 12% of injured drivers were driving for work
while 8% were commuting to and from work; 9% of
those fatally injured were driving for work while 8% were
commuting to and from work.
Prescription drugs, including commonly prescribed
tranquilisers, are found almost as often as alcohol in
people who are killed in road accidents. Of the study
of 115 fatalities including drivers, passengers and
motorcyclists, the RSA report showed that 34 of them
(30%) were found with prescribed drugs in their system.
The most common drugs recorded were alcohol,
benzodiazepines and cannabis; 30% of drivers who lost
their lives had taken more than one substance.

Síocháin 95

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT

ABOUT THE AUTHOR – MAURICE QUINLAN
Maurice Quinlan’s interest
in Employee Assistance
Programmes (EAPs) developed
when he worked with an Irish
semi-state company. Following
a short period studying EAPs
in the US, he introduced the
Occupational Alcoholism
Programme (OAPs) concept
to Europe and hosted the first
seminar on this topic in the
Clarence Hotel, Dublin, in September 1980.
He introduced one of the first European external
EAPs at Guinness in Kilkenny in 1985. He founded
the EAP Institute to provide EAP services, training
and consulting to a variety of companies, public and
private, ranging from shipping, retail, hospitality
industry, construction, manufacturing and the public
service.
He recently designed a comprehensive training
seminar and reference manual for workplace
intoxicants (defined as drugs and alcohol) to comply
with Section 13(1) b of the Safety, Health & Welfare
at Work Act 2005.
In November 2004 he received a special recognition
award by EAPA at the 33rd Annual Conference
in San Francisco, California in recognition for his
commitment and contribution to the Employee
Assistance Profession and The Employee Assistance
Professional Association.

UNDER THE INFLUENCE
On-call fire service personnel carry a high risk if they
report under the influence of an intoxicant. The risk is also
high for local authorities, where up to 30,000 employees
are engaged in diverse tasks on busy roads such as surface
dressing, gritting in icy and snowy conditions, road
restoration, setting up signage and lighting equipment.
Many companies and managers see random drug
testing as the best option for tackling drugs and alcohol in
the workplace. However, this action may lead to a lot of
resistance, especially from trade unions.
Companies intending to tackle workplace drugs and
alcohol should follow the international gold standard
developed by the Substance Abuse and Mental Services
Administration (SAMSA).
To comply with Ireland’s health and safety
legislation, the following steps should be taken:
1. Develop a workplace intoxicant policy.
2. Consult with employee representatives and trade
unions (Section 26(1)a of SHWW Act 2005).
3. Conduct a written intoxicant risk assessment, identify

safety critical tasks and specify control measures for
intoxicants (Section 19 of SHWW Act 2005).
4. Update the safety statement (Section 20 of SHWW
Act 2005).
5. Conduct intoxicant testing. It is now established
in Ireland that companies operating in road
transportation, shipping and air and others are
considered safety critical and the Labour Court
has found in favour of testing in such companies.
(CD/07/413)
Those workers who work at heights, electrical technicians,
forklift drivers and those working with dangerous
chemicals are considered safety critical workers. A risk
assessment should be carried out to identify all safety
critical workers (Section 19). Control measures may
include intoxicant testing. All testing should be carried out
to the European Workplace Drug Testing Society (EWDTS)
Standards.
All identified risks should be communicated to all staff
and written procedures should then be developed for
managing the situation where an employee reports or
drives or is on duty under the influence of an intoxicant
(Section 13(1) b SHWW Act 2005).
Those performing safety critical tasks should be
identified and a protocol for drug testing for cause/postaccident should be introduced for those who test positive
following a major safety incident.
By following those steps employers will comply with
all of their legal obligations and have a sound basis for
addressing workplace drugs and alcohol.
REFERENCES
* Road Traffic Act 2016 www.irishstatutebook.ie/
eli/2016/act/21/enacted/en/html
* Deirdre Sinnott-McFeat – HSA Senior Policy
Inspector; Presentation to ‘Health and Safety Review’
Conference (14 May 2015)
* Safety Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 www.
irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2005/act/10/enacted/en/print
* Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997
www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/26/enacted/en/
pdf
* Employment Equality Acts 1998/2012 www.
disability.ie/disability-ie-information-portal/sitesections/rights-legislation/186-discrimination/540-theemployment-equality-acts-1998-and-2004
* Moyagh Murdock – CEO, Road Safety Authority;
Interview with ‘Health and Safety Review’ (June 2016)
* European Workplace Drug Testing Society:
Guidelines on Legally Defensible Workplace Drug
Testing
* Maurice Quinlan – Director, EAP Institute;
Presentation to seminar on ‘Reporting for Work under
the influence of Drugs and Alcohol – Employer’s Legal
Obligations’ Kilkenny (25 February 2016)
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CROSSWORD

Spring Crossword

ANOTHER €100 UP
FOR GRABS!
1

Please send your completed
entries to ‘Spring 2017
Competition’, SIOCHAIN,
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14
Upper Fitzwilliam Street,
Dublin 2, to arrive no later
than Friday 12th May 2017.
The first correct entry drawn
bags the €100 prize. Good
luck to everyone who enters!
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CROSSWORD

5
•

2

Across

1 They initiate court proceedings against others. (10)
6 Find young farm animal below the knee. (4)

3

10 White heron-like bird, though smaller, often associated with
livestock. (5)

8

11 Fungus used as a frog-like creature’s implement? (9)
12 This is not a trivial matter. (9)

13 Where cowboys show off their skills. (5)

6

14 Makes possible. (7)
15 Plentiful. (7)

6
9

3
2

17 Visible flaw. (7)

19 Wild dogs in America. (7)

4
2
6

3

21 This is as far as one is willing to go. (5)

8

3

5

7

4
9

4

2
7
5
4

5

7

9

1

4

23 Descending cliff-face on a rope. (9)

24 Describes the region of the world that’s least populated. (9)
25 Balearic island known for its wild nightlife. (5)
26 Job that must be done. (4)

27 One who saw exactly what happened. (3-7)

•

Down

1 Scrupulously exact. (7)

2 How you might get to 25 Across? (9)

3 Type of museum where you might see dinosaur skeletons.
(7,7)

4 Crying. (2,5)

5 Extremely worried and agitated. (7)

7 Manage to dodge. (5)

8 These are a type of raptor. (7)

9 Tasty Irish cops get mixed up with a guy like Stephen
Hawking? (14)

16 Skater pushing his luck! (2,4,3)

17 Heavy stuff in bilges helps to keep the boat on an even keel.
(7)

Solution to Crossword in Winter 2016 issue
1

I
C
E
14
S
K
21
A
T
29
E

2

3

4

B
W
D
R E P E P A P
L
A
M
15
16
I L E N T
C
19
A
H
22
23
24
M I T Y
O N
R
A
L
T E R N A L
N
K
Y
33 34
35
36
37
A C E S
A
I
41
H
A L M A N
43
L I O N
I
A
48
M
T E D I U
52
I N C A
S
G
56
E
S T O U
57
H Y M N
R
61 62
A
S Q U A
63
M A G I
U
T
68
P
C A S I
70
E E L
I
O
72
R
C A L E N
11

5

B
E
T
H
L
E
H
30
E
M

6

7

R E
R
T
13
N
17
I N A
E
T W O
Y
W E S
A
38
39
I R E
42
A C
B
44 45
Y O B
M
Y
53
A S T
T
T
58
B E R
T
R
64
I S L
N O
71
N
C
D A R

8

I N
A
A T
I
20
E V
I
27
S T
Y
32
S P
L
R A
Y
49
M
I
S
T H
L
E T
T
O N
E

9

10

D E E R
T
12
G
E M U
U R E
R
18
E
C O R K
I T A
E
25
26
B R A Y
28
R A W
L
31
N
A H A B
I G O T
B
40
E
S I A M
I L L E
M
46 47
S
A D A M
50
51
P
A
E
54
55
R U D O L P H
I
Z
H
O
59 60
S
E W I N G
M
O
M
65 66
67
A N E M I A
69
A
E
A
N
C E R T I N A
T
O
D
Y

18 This is not sick. (7)

19 Great long term source of income for farmer, though not
necessarily a farmer. (4,3)

20 They go up or down by the railway line. (7)

22 Arithmetic, algebra, geometry, calculus, etc. (5)

Congratulations to
John F. Morgan, Drumree, Co. Tipperary –
winner of the Winter 2016 Crossword.
€100 Cheque is in the post!
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CEREMONY MARKS ‘1916
RISING’
A group of GSRMA members who are also
members of the HARP Society organised a
ceremony at Dublin Castle on 24 April 2016
on the 100th anniversary of Constable James
O’Brien’s (DMP) shooting by Sean Connolly (ICA).
Wreaths were laid by the descendants of both
men at the very spot where the shooting had
occurred 100 years previously. A wreath was also
laid by His Excellency Mr David Chilcott, the UK
Ambassador.
This ceremony was held after the HARP
Society’s meeting with Heather Humphreys TD,
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs, where it lobbied strongly for an
official and tangible acknowledgement of the RIC
and DMP deaths during the revolutionary years.

Jim Herlihy pictured with British Military Attaché Colonel Max Walker
outside Dublin Castle. (Photographs courtesy of Patrick Hugh Lynch)

ALLIANCE DISCUSSES PENSION RESTORATION WITH DEPARTMENT
The Pay Commission’s report, the
restoration of pensions and the ending
of FEMPI were some of the main points
on the agenda at a meeting between
the Alliance and officials from the
Department of Public Expenditure &
Reform on 20 February.
The Pay Commission is due to report in
April and will confine itself to public service
pay. Talks, due to commence between PSC
and DPER in May will facilitate engagement with the
Alliance and will encompass the ending of FEMPI.
The latest date for restoration of pensions is now seen

as 2021, and it is anticipated that full
restoration will happen sooner. It is
accepted that discussions will have to
address pension anomalies caused by
FEMPI.
Representing the Alliance were
Brian Burke Chairman Alliance, Noel
O’Sullivan (GSRMA Nominee & V/
Chair Alliance), Mick Duffy and Gerry
Foley, while Shay Cody was also in
attendance on behalf of the Public Service Committee.
A full report will be provided at the next Alliance Council
meeting.
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MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU ON MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE
FUNDRAISER!
A Garda team will climb the highest mountain in each
province of Ireland during three days in May to raise funds
for Aware’s support, education and information services
for individuals, families and communities throughout the
country.
Each year members of An Garda Síochána throughout
Ireland are hugely supportive of Irish charities, and this
latest campaign on 19-21 May will see them take part in
the ‘Four Peaks Challenge’. All funds raised from the threeday event will help the charity to continue to provide key
services for local communities nationwide.
The national charity relies on fundraising events such as
this upcoming initiative, in addition to both corporate and
public donations, for 85 per cent of its annual funding.
May 19: Carrantuohill, Co. Kerry
May 20: Mweelrea, Co. Mayo & SlieveDonard, Co. Down
May 21: Lugnaquilla, Co. Wicklow

For updates on the challenge visit https://www.facebook.com/
garda4peaks/ and for more information on Aware’s range of services,
governance and funding see www.aware.ie

On Sunday 21 May, a ‘Four Walk Challenge’ is geared towards members of the public who also want to get involved.
Help to raise money for Aware by donating directly to the campaign page bit.ly/2iWiaVM

CARDIOLOGY DEPT REQUEST FORM
Best
wishes
(All fields must
be completed)

and continued success

Glasnevin, Dublin 9

to all members.
Please fax completed
form to 01 8065398

REFERRER DETAILS
Name:
Address:

Tel:
Signature:

Advanced
Medicine, Exceptional
Care
Modern
Healthcare,Traditional
Values

PATIENT DETAILS

At the Bon Secours, we provide a range
of tests, examinations, surgical and
medical services on an inpatient and out
patient basis.

Name:

Most outpatient
consultations may initially
Fax:
be to see one of our consultants following
a referral from your GP or directly from
your GP for a particular examination or
procedure.

Tel:

PATIENT Bon
HISTORY
Secours, Dublin

Bon (eg.
Secours
Hospital
Cardiac History
CABG,
PCI, CAD etc)
Glasnevin
Dublin 9

Address:

DOB:
Private Health Insurance

Yes O

No O

Symptoms (eg. SOB, Chest pain etc)

Tel: 01 8065300
Fax: 01 8375896

TEST(S) REQUIRED (please tick)
ECG

O

Event Monitor

O

Stress Echo

Exercise Stress Test (see below)

O

Pacing Check

O

Transoesophageal Echo (TOE)

Holter Monitor

O

Echocardiogram

O

Tilt Table Test

Ambulatory BP Monitor

O

O
O
O 103
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DECEASED RELATIVES
Forename

Surname

Address

Relationship

Branch

Date of
Death

Catherine (Kit)

Maybury (née Treanor)

Kenmare, Co. Kerry

Mother of George Maybury

Dublin West

Bridget

O’Reilly

Loughduff, Cavan

Mother of Padraic O’Reilly

Cavan

17/11/2016

Magdalene

Mills

Green Road, Mullingar

Sister of Benny Mills

Carlow

24/11/2016

Bernadette

Oliver

Bancroft, Tallaght, Dublin

Wife of George Oliver

Dublin South

24/11/2016

Oliver

Flannery

Foxford, Co Mayo

Brother-in-law of Patrick Garvey

Dublin North

26/11/2016

Connie

O’Gara

Garaross, Glencolmcille,
Donegal

Brother of John O’Gara

Cavan

28/11/2016

Annie

O’Shea (née Reardon)

Cahirciveen, Kerry

Mother of Michael O’Shea

Tralee

29/11/2016

Maura

O’Toole

Louisburgh, Co Mayo

Mother of James O’Toole

Ballina

04/12/2016

Bridget (Bridie)

Martin (née Kane)

Blanchardstown, Dublin

Mother of Barry Martin

Athlone

07/12/2016

Thomas Michael Caulfield

California, USA

Brother of Maurice Caulfield

Cork City

12/12/2016

Eileen

Kenny

Cabinteely, Dublin

Wife of Jim Kenny

Dun Laoghaire

13/12/2016

Cora

Lee (née O’Mahony)

Clonakilty, Co Cork

Wife of Sean Lee

Cork West

13/12/2016

Peggy

Kelly

Carrick-on-Suir, Waterford

Wife of James Kelly

Waterford

14/12/2016

Beakey

Ronan

Charlemont, Dublin 9

Grandson of Bridie O’Loughlin

Dublin North

15/12/2016

Philomena

O’Brien

Strokestown, Roscommon

Wife of Thomas O’Brien

Roscommon

22/12/2016

Maeve

Gleeson (née Bergin)

Kilcormac, Co Offaly

Sister of Vincent Bergin

Dungarvan

22/12/2016

Hilda

Cleary (née Guest)

Ballyluskey, Ardcroney, Tipperary Sister of John Guest

Nenagh

22/12/2016

Maureen

White (née Teahan)

Clontarf, Dublin

Wife of Michael White

Dublin North

22/12/2016

Gerald (Gerry)

Feeney

Portmarnock, Dublin

Brother of Barry Feeney

Templemore

22/12/2016

Helen

Feeney (née Hogan)

Templemore, Tipperary

Wife of Barry Feeney

Templemore

24/12/2016

Elizabeth (Lizzy) McCarthy (née Larkin)

Templemore, Tipperary

Mother in Law of Matt Givens

Nenagh

29/12/2016

Mary

Caffrey (nee Hensey)

Birr, Co Offaly

Wife of Michael Caffrey

Offaly

02/01/2017

Anne

Burke

Fernhill Park, Dublin 12

Relic of John Burke (RIP 1986)

Dublin South

02/01/2017

Annie

Kenny (née Ruane)

Castlebar, Co Mayo

Mother of Jim Kenny

Dun Laoghaire

04/01/2017

Attracta

O’Brien (née Dowling)

Mountmellick Co. Laois

Sister of Joe Dowling

Dun Laoghaire

04/01/2017

Michael

Keating

Cork City

Brother of Oliver Keating

Thurles

05/01/2017

Patrick

McInerney

Cork City

Brother of Della Curley

Clare

05/01/2017

Margaret

Cushen

Ballyclider, Portlaoise

Mother of Anne Maher

Portlaoise

08/01/2017

Sharon

Heverin

Wexford Town, Wexford

Sister of Derek Heverin

Limerick County

09/01/2017

Clare

McCarthy

Colla Road, Schull, Co. Cork

Wife of Michael McCarthy

Cork West

12/01/2017

Mary

English (née Sheridan)

Ennis, Co Clare

Wife of Leo English

Clare

11/01/2017

Very Reverend
Victor

Griffin

Limavady, Co Derry

Father of Kevin Griffin

Dublin West

11/01/2017

Marcella

O’Connell

Kells Co. Meath

Mother of Michael O’Connell

Meath

12/01/2017

Eileen

Devine (née Casey)

Drimnagh, Dublin 12

Wife of Peter Devine

Dublin South

13/01/2017

Pat

Bugler

Navan Road, Dublin

Son of Mick Bugler

Dublin West

15/01/2017

Mamie

McIntyre (née Dempsey)

Gortamullen, Kenmare, Co Kerry Wife of late GSRMA member
P.J. McIntyre

Killarney

17/01/2017

Kieran

Friel

Castleknock, Dublin

Son of Daniel Friel

Dublin North

18/01/2017

Margaret

Moore (née Morrissey)

Wildfield, Muckalee, Kilkenny

Wife of Noel Moore

Kilkenny

19/01/2017

Kathleen

O’Sullivan (Née O’Leary)

Celbridge, Kildare & Killarney,
Kerry

Sister of Pat O’Leary

Cork West

26/01/2017

Mary

Cowley (née Maguire)

Westport and Newport,
Co. Mayo

Mother of John Cowley

Castlebar

28/01/2017

Julia

Walsh

Headford, Co. Galway

Sister of Jim Walsh
Sister of Pat Walsh

Ballina
Portlaoise

29/01/2017
29/01/2017

Bridget

Flynn (née Flynn)

Drumcara, Foxfield, Fenagh,
Leitrim

Mother of Brendan Flynn

Droghed

07/02/2017

Tess

Dillon

Templeogue, Dublin 6W

Wife of Derek Dillon

Dublin South

16/02/2017

12/11/2016
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Forename

Surname

Address

Relationship

Branch

Date of
Death

Ann

Cullinane (née Campbell)

Blackrock, Co. Dublin

Wife of Joe Cullinane

Dun Laoghaire

Edward

Harrington Boyle,
Co. Roscommon

Boyle, Co. Roscommon

Father of Oliver Harrington

Meath

18/02/2017

Dorella

Hanley (née Hayes)

Ruppulagh, Glenroe, Limerick

Mother of Michael Hanley

Thurles

19/02/2017

George

Edwards

Linenhall Parade, Dublin 7

Father in Law of John Hynes

Roscommon

20/02/2017

Eugene

Connaire

Loughrea, Co. Galway

Brother of Eamonn Connaire

Clare

21/02/2017

Margaret (Rita)

Flanagan

Dundalk, Co. Louth

Mother of Martin Flanagan
Mother of Joe Flanagan

Dundalk
Dundalk

22/02/2017
22/02/2017

Frank (Frankie)

Ellis

17/02/2017

Artane, Dublin

Brother of Joe Ellis

Carlow

24/02/2017

Matthew (Mattie) Thornton

Moate, Co. Westmeath

Father of Pat Thornton

Athlone

24/02/2017

James (Jim)

Carhuvouler, Rossmore, Cork

Brother of Michael Griffin

Dublin West

27/02/2017

Griffin

DECEASED WIDOWS
Forename

Surname

Address

Relationship

Date of Death

Dorothy

Griffin

Southport, Merseyside

Widow and member

03/09/2016

Kathleen
Dolores

Brennan
McLoughlin

Palmerstown, Dublin
Trim, Co Meath

Widow and member
Widow and member

15/10/2016
30/10/2016

Sinead

McGennis

Bray, Co. Wicklow

Widow and member

31/12/2016

Rita (Catherine)
Mary

Nancy

Maureen
Nuala

Canny

Sullivan

Cannon
Murray
Boyle

Inchigeela, Cork

Clondalkin, Dublin

Shantalla Road, Galway
Rathfarnham, Dublin
Glasnevin, Dublin

Widow and member

Widow and member

Widow and member
Widow and member

Widow and member

29/12/2016

19/01/2017

20/01/2017
12/02/2017
13/02/2017

GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg.
Number

Status

Name

Station

24526G
24047H

Sergeant

Hugh O’Donnell

Bridewell Station

21453A

Inspector
Garda

Anthony Corcoran

Bridewell Station

24583F

Garda

Bracey Daniels
John Scully

Transport HQ

Ballinasloe Station

24304C

Sergeant

Conor Boyle

Riverstown

24691C

Sergeant

Sean McAvinchey

Kilmainham

24663H
22208K
24432E
24649B
23424K
00290K

20943M
21779D
22489H

21218M
21561K
20494C
20627L

23339M
23091L

24570D
22724B

Garda

Sergeant
Sergeant
Garda
Garda
Garda
Garda
Garda

Sergeant
Sergeant
Garda

Inspector
Supt

Sergeant
Garda
Garda
Garda

Thomas Coyle

Kevin Morrissey
James Harley
Derek Walker

Stuart O’Sullivan
Kathleen Friel

Terence Leonard
John Clancy

John Colgan

Noel McGuigan
Bernard Thornton

Michael O’Connor
John Hand

Shane Devlin

John O’Dwyer

Patrick Kilcoyne

Desmond Martin

Shercock Station
Traffic Dept

Tuam Station

Donnybrook Station

Wexford Garda Station
HRM Operation
HRM Operation
NBCI
NBCI

NSU
Kilmainham

Garda National Traffic Bureau
Blackrock Garda Station
Cavan Garda Station
Garda HQ

Convoy Garda Station

Malahide Garda Station
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NEW MEMBERS
NAME
Christopher

Beck

STATION
NAAS

NAME
Denis

O’Callaghan

STATION
DUBLIN NORTH

Peter

Wheeler

OFFALY

Robert

O’Keeffe

BRAY

Timmy

Vincent
Derek

William
Laura
Liam
Pat

Raymond
John

John J.
Peter
Peter
John

Philip
Barry

Martin

Maura

Stephen J
Maureen
Joseph
Manus
John

Seamus
Paul

William
Conal
Eoin

Frank
John

James G
John
Gerry

Kevin
Pat

Eddie

Bridget
Noel
Ann

Noel

Mary

Patrick
Patrick
Patrick

Margaret
David

James
Sarah

Elizabeth
Niall

Kathleen
John
John

Carroll

McKeon
Byrne

Campbell
Coffey

Fenney
Flynn

Kavanagh
Keane

Murphy
Murphy
Murray

O’Dwyer
Rafter

O’Hanrahan
Callanan
Condron
Gargan
Hernon

Kinsella

O’Donnell
Sweeney
Walsh

Ravenhill
Blayney
Ferry

O’Connor
Togher
Rice

Fitzpatrick
Travers
White

Jackson
Sullivan

Naughton
Byrne

Brennan
Canning
Curry

Devlin
Doyle

Farrell

Fennessy
Hegarty
Jones

Keane
Keane

Gilhooly
Lyons

McArdle

McCormack
McKnight

NENAGH
SLIGO

DUBLIN NORTH
PORTLAOISE
CORK
CORK
CORK

DUBLIN NORTH
DUBLIN NORTH
LIMERICK

John

O’Donovan

Padraig

O’Loughlin

Morgan

O’Neill

Tom

O’Sullivan

Gerard

Walsh

Gerard

Walsh

Michael

Walsh

Liam

Walsh

Peter

Kirwan

CORK

A.J.
Dan

MEATH

James Gerard

DUNDALK

John

WEXFORD

Rose Ann

CASTLEBAR

Conor

PORTLAOISE

Patrick

DUBLIN WEST

Sean

DUBLIN NORTH
CORK WEST

Anne

CORK
CORK

DUBLIN SOUTH
CORK WEST
ATHLONE

DUBLIN WEST
MEATH

DUBLIN NORTH

DONEGAL NORTH
DUBLIN SOUTH
FERMOY
MONAGHAN

O’Donnell
O’Connell
Boyle

Brogan

Connolly

Coppinger

Joseph

Daly

Harrington
Kelly
Kelly

John

Long

James

McDonald

Noel

McGuigan

John

McHale

Noeline

McGrath

CORK
BRAY

DUBLIN WEST
BRAY
BRAY

DUBLIN WEST

KILDARE NORTH
THURLES

DUBLIN WEST
GALWAY
CORK
MEATH
SLIGO

ROSCOMMON
LONGFORD
LONGFORD
KILLARNEY
BRAY

WEXFORD
CORK

LONGFORD
WICKLOW

DONEGAL NORTH
ATHLONE

Michael

Murphy

CORK

Patrick

Murphy

NAAS

Margaret

O’Shea

DUN LAOGHAIRE

Marian

Kathleen

O’Neill

Kearns

CORK

DUBLIN NORTH

ATHLONE

DROGHEDA
TRALEE

BALLINA
CORK

DUN LAOGHAIRE
DUBLIN NORTH
WATERFORD
MONAGHAN
SLIGO

MONAGHAN

DUBLIN WEST

DUBLIN NORTH
BRAY

CORK

DUN LAOGHAIRE
SLIGO

DUN LAOGHAIRE
CLARE

DUBLIN SOUTH

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH
YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.
com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’
magazine keeps members informed
of developments across the 44
branches. If there are issues or items
of interest you would like to see
included in the future, contact the
General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5
Harrington St, Dublin 8;
e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or
phone 01-4781525.

WATERFORD
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GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
Forename

Surname

Address

REG NO.

Date of Death

Pat (Paddy)

McGrath

Portlaoise

16560L

16/11/2016

Michael
Paul
John (Jack)

Kelly
Sweeney
Leahy

Bray
Dublin North
Wicklow

17375D
15311G
14595E

19/11/2016
23/11/2016
24/11/2016

Margaret (Peig)

Tim

Dermot

John P

Vincent

Michael

Patrick J.
Vincent W
Daniel (Don)
Michael

Gerard
Charlie
Frank
John
Michael
Gerald (Gerry)

Sean
Thomas
Patrick
William
James P
Michael

Laurence (Larry)
James
Bernard
Joe
John (Sean)
Peter (PJ)
Tim
Michael (Micéal)
John T.
Patrick
John
Joe
Liam
Peter
Kevin
Frank
Bill
Pat
Patrick Anthony
Austin
John
James
John

Brown

Callaghan

McCormack

Nolan

Fitzpatrick

McGrath

McGuire
Tilson
Kearns
O’Sullivan

Creagh
O’Mahony
Lynch
Reynolds
O’Keeffe
Feeney

McManamon
Naughton
McInerney
Hoare
O’Donovan
Burke

Donoghue
O’Rourke
Reilly
Flynn
Ryan
Horkan
Griffin
Murphy
Finlay
Tierney
Fogarty
Hartigan
Ward
Cawley
Edwards
O’Donnell
Holohan
Lavelle
Kinneen
McNally
O’Brien
Keogan
Murphy

Limerick

Cork City

Dun Laoghaire

Dublin South

Athlone

Athlone

Limerick
Dublin South
Dublin North
Wicklow

Mallow
Cork
Cavan
Ballina
Dublin South
Dublin North

Galway
Carlow
Cork
Galway
Cork
Dun Laoghaire

Dublin West
Dungarvan
Dublin West
Portlaoise
Cork
Dublin North
Roscommon
Dublin South
Dublin North
Galway
Clare
Clare
Meath
Cavan
Mallow
Dublin North
Limerick City
Dublin South
Galway
Bray
Portlaoise
Meath
Clare

13068M

15959L

13399L

20509E

14002C

14404E

10551A
10892G
13615H
15229D

21740K
10155K
21913D
15402D
13588G
19412C

14496G
15359A
09694F
09234G
12634K
09823

12930E
17495E
13159H
20844B
21125G
13960B
10976B
12881C
09563L
13225L
10581C
10605D
16650B
17013E
15510A
11099L
10693L
15264A
16207H
16672C
14543B
23103G
11096E

25/11/2016

28/11/2016

29/11/2016

30/11/2016

01/12/2016

03/12/2016

04/12/2016
07/12/2016
09/12/2016
11/12/2016

13/12/2016
18/12/2016
18/12/2016
18/12/2016
21/12/2016
22/12/2016

23/12/2016
31/12/2016
05/01/2017
05/01/2017
11/01/2017
11/01/2017

12/01/2017
17/01/2017
22/01/2017
23/01/2017
23/01/2017
23/01/2017
22/01/2017
24/01/2017
25/01/2017
25/01/2017
30/01/2017
03/02/2017
05/02/2017
06/02/2017
10/02/2017
13/02/2017
14/02/2017
16/02/2017
16/02/2017
19/02/2017
20/02/2017
26/02/2017
24/02/2017
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CLONES PATROL CREW MEMBERS IDENTIFIED
The two members pictured alongside the motor car
(Reg: FIK-34) in Clones, which appeared in ‘Archive
Snapshots’ in the Autumn 2016 issue (page 106) have
since been identified as Gardaí Jim Cuddy and Pat (P.J.)
Phelan. The photo – courtesy of Jim Groarke, Cork City
Branch – was taken when they were both on temporary
duty in Clones during the Border Campaign in and
around 1970.
•

•

Jim Cuddy was stationed in Galway and later
represented the Division on the GRA Central
Executive Committee for many years. Following
retirement he went into political life and is
presently a County Councillor in Galway.
Pat (PJ) Phelan is a native of Galmoy, Co.
Kilkenny and represented his county at underage
level before joining the force in the 1970s. His
first station was Enniscorthy but after a short few

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION IN
THE PIPELINE
Stephen Shevlin, who joined An Garda Síochána
on 12 May 1965, would love to organise a reunion
to celebrate 50 years. If you are one of these
members and interested in this reunion then please
contact Stephen on 086-3916971 or email him on
shevlin65@gmail.com

years he
transferred
to the
seaside
station of
Courtown
Harbour
in North
Wexford,
where he
remained
during the
remainder of his service. Pat turned his hurling
experience to good effect when he went into
manufacturing hurling sticks! He supplied many
hurling groups and also made sticks to order for
certain individual hurlers. (For further details contact
Tony Fagan, Enniscorthy, on 087-8113936).

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
RETIREMENT
The photo of Retired Garda Sergeant Brendan
O’Dowd (page 113 of Winter 2016 edition) who
celebrated 30 years of retirement on Saturday 1
October 2016, was courtesy of his daughter Rita
O’Dowd.

RIC/DMP COMMEMORATIVE COINS
A Commemorative Limited Edition coin is being
produced by the group that organised the
Interdenominational Service in August to remember all
members of the police forces killed in the line of duty.
The coin will commemorate the Royal Irish Constabulary
(RIC) and the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP).
The coin shows on the obverse the badges of both
Police Forces with the words Harp Society and the
inscription ‘Founded 2013’ and on the reverse side
is a Harp on a bed of Shamrocks, with the inscription
Costing €10 each (plus P&P) the coins are available from
‘Historical & Reconciliatory Police Society’, with the
Gerry Lovett on 087-8133743.
motto ‘Honour, Truth Loyalty and Founded 2013’.

CLARIFICATION ON ‘BACK ROW’ OF HURLING
TEAM 1976
The correct names of the Connacht/Ulster Garda All-Ireland hurling
team players pictured in the back row of the photograph on page 100
of the Winter 2016 edition are (l-r): Paul McWalter, Noel Casey, Basil
Johnson, John O’Donnell, Frank Larkin, John Harrington, Noel Lane
(RIP), John Fawl, Noel Colleran and Jimmy Kilroy (RIP) manager.
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CLASS 10 OF 1977
REUNION
If you are interested in attending the
‘Class 10’ of 1977 Reunion contact
Tony O’Donnell on 086-0256480 or
Iggy Larkin on 085-8759501. Date
and venue to be decided.

