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EDITORIAL COMMENT

QUESTIONS FOR NEW
GARDA COMMISSIONER
If the GSRMA was concerned about a culture within An Garda Síochána then the new
Garda Commissioner is coming from a background that’s steeped in culture, writes General
Secretary Paschal Feeney. In a letter to Drew Harris, the Association has expressed concerns
of Garda colleagues over his testimony to the Smithwick Tribunal in 2012.

T

he appointment of a new Garda Commissioner was
eagerly awaited by many onlookers in Ireland not least
within the serving ranks of An Garda Siochana but also to
those of us in retirement.
We all know the force has experienced very difficult
times over the past number of years with one controversy
following hot on the heels of another. The appointment
therefore of the person to take charge was always a hot
topic from the moment the incumbent Commissioner
Nóirín O’Sullivan declared that it was her intent to retire
in September 2017. Media pundits had a field day with
many predicting the winner.
A common trend among the media speculators was
that the person would have to be from outside the
country; after all the culture within the guards had to be
broken. As we all now know Drew Harris Deputy Chief
Constable of PSNI has been chosen as the most suitable
candidate to fill that role.
So, instead of deflecting attention away from the
appointment of a new Garda Commissioner the spotlight
has never more firmly been focused on the person
selected. He has been swamped in controversy before
he even gets off the blocks, and one wonders what the
future holds for our new Commissioner.
A major bone of contention with the guards is what is
perceived to be a culture of secrecy and cover ups. Drew
Harris’s appointment puts us back into that frame of
mind. Because of his key role with MI5 and Special Branch
Intelligence it is alleged Drew Harris holds the key to more
secrets than most. MI5 operates on the island of Ireland,
so he must hold sensitive information, which is of interest
to the Irish State. But, will he share this information?
If we were concerned about a culture within An Garda
Síochána then the new Garda Commissioner is coming
from a background steeped in culture. We have seen
attempts within the Courts to prevent his appointment, all
unprecedented, and even before the man sits down at his
desk in Garda Headquarters.
The Garda Síochána Retired Members also have
questions for the new Garda Commissioner. In particular,

his evidence to the Smithwick Tribunal in 2012. It is the
belief that Judge Smithwick, on delivering his report to
Government, took great stock of the evidence of Drew
Harris, in introducing what has been termed ‘the fourth
man’.
As we know this man has never been named. So,
in effect it’s every member of An Garda Síochána who
was stationed in Dundalk, right throughout the period
of review by the Smithwick Tribunal. The concerns of
GSRMA are so great that they have penned the letter
reproduced below for the new Garda Commissioner.

Mr Drew Harris
Commissioner, An Garda Síochána,
Garda Headquarters,
Phoenix Park,
Dublin 8.
A Chara Coimisinéir Harris
The Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association
(GSRMA) wishes to acknowledge your appointment
as Garda Commissioner and to wish you well in the
future.
Our Association represents almost 6,000 retired
members and widows. The majority of those members
served in the border region and we are acutely aware
of the stress and strains endured by our members and
your former colleagues in the RUC/PSNI.
As an Association we are also aware of the very real
concerns expressed by our colleagues, particularly in
Dundalk Station, regarding testimony supplied by you
in 2012 to the Smithwick Tribunal.
We look forward to working with you in the near
future to ameliorate these concerns.
Mise le meas
Matt Givens
Uachtarán GSRMA
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
ATHLONE BRANCH
Serving and retired colleagues from Mountbellew Garda Station attended a function to celebrate the retirement of
Garda Martin Crehan (21935E) who joined An Garda Síochána on 14 May 1980 and retired on 14 May 2018 after
38 years’ service. (Photos courtesy of Theo Hanley).

Back Row: Michael Feehily, Colin Broderick, John Fahey, Donal
Hallinan, Pat Daly and Ray Shanagher,
Middle Row: Con Moynihan, Oliver King, Peter Horan, Mary
McElroy, Graham Loftus and Karen Fitzgerald.
Front Row: Freda Walsh, Tom Horkan, Martin Crehan, Brian
Neilan and John Connor.

BRAY BRANCH
The Bray Branch Summer Outing on 19 June visited
Lullymore Discovery and Heritage Park in Rathangan,
Co. Kildare.
Indeed, the
visit to the
Bog of Allen,
brought back
memories
of many
members’
childhoods
spending
many a day
Tom Conway tries his hand at cutting turf in
in the bog
the traditional way using a Sleán under the
- footing,
guidance of Tom Daniels – our chairman
didn’t need much guidance!
stooking and
saving turf.
Our chairman Tom Conway even tried cutting his own
‘bank of turf’.
The day commenced with the journey from Bray to
Rathangan utilising the driving skills of Jim Lennon. On
arrival at Lullymore, we were greeted warmly by John
Nolan and invited for tea and scones at the centre.
Following this, Ray Kavanagh took us on a guided
tour of the Discovery and Heritage Park which
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Front Row: Mick Bohan, John Feehan, Michael Burke, Sarah
Crehan, Martin Crehan, Ethel Crehan, Stephen Crehan, Aidan
Foley and Marie Hession.
Middle Row: Michelle Hallinan, Gerry Gantley, Tom Horkan,
Oliver King, Eoin Fox, Freda Walsh, Mary McElroy, Mary Burke,
Ross Garvey, Peter Horan, Michael Feehily, Karen Fitzgerald,
Damian Lawlor, Brendan Connor, Donal McDonnell, Declan
Rock, Brendan Bradley, Jim Nevin and Pat Daly.
Back Row: Paul McManus Noel O’Malley, Colin Broderick,
Brian Neilan, Pat McLoughlin, Con Moynihan, Graham Loftus,
John Fahey, John Connor, Donal Hallinan, Ray Shanagher,
John Scully and Frank Gallagher.

included a historical perspective and a narrow gauge
railway journey through the bog; a very interesting tour
which evoked many memories of our members.
We returned back to the centre where we dined on
a massive feed of bacon, cabbage and new spuds all
served with warmth and professionalism. Following
dinner, we headed back to Bray for refreshments
where many of our members commented favourably
on the day out with comrades and also of the service
provided by the staff of Lullymore – a destination
recommended for our other branches.

Pictured at Lullymore Discovery and Heritage Park were (l-r):
Brendan Kiernan, Jim Lennon, Tom Conway, Declan Coburn,
Tommy O’Rourke, Patsy Kennedy, John and Chris Smith,
Dave O’Carroll, Mick O’Hanrahan, Mick Lernihan and Jack
Hughes.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
CLARE BRANCH
Clare Branch was delighted to welcome ADM 2018.
Despite the serious conference business, we hope
you all enjoyed the choice of venue of The Inn at
Dromoland, particularly its good food and peaceful
surroundings.
Some of our more energetic delegates availed of
golf at Dromoland Golf Club, looking as resplendent as
ever, and the golfers didn’t look too bad either!
The branch took advantage of the unique event to
Clare and wished to help in the peripheral activities.
A table was booked at the Banquet and taken up by
12 of our members who had a wonderful night enjoying
the fare and topped off by some Irish music and step
CORK CITY BRANCH
Garda Memorial Day: On Saturday 19 May the sun
was shining bright when a group set-out on the 7am
train from Cork’s Kent Station to attend the annual
Garda Memorial Day ceremony in Dublin Castle.
Our members represented/supported the families
of six Cork Gardaí who lost their lives in the execution
of duty, namely: Sgt James Fitzsimons (1926), Garda
Eugene McCarthy (1933), D/Garda John Roche
(1940), Garda Jim Doody (1973), Garda Seamus
McIntyre and Garda George Rice (2001). The Cork
City GSRMA will always remember them.

Pictured at the Garda Memorial Day Service at Dublin
Castle on Saturday 19 May:
Front Row (l-r): Deidre McDonnell, Nuala Whelan, Mary
Doody, Phyllis McCarthy, Teresa Brennan, Ursula Leahy.
Back Row (l-r): Tim Bowe, Breda Barrett, Michael Lewis, P.J.
Brennan and Austin Barrett. (Photo courtesy Michael Lewis,
Cork City Branch.)

Carrigaline – Crosshaven Walk: On Thursday 7
June, the sun shone for our walking group who set off
on the 8km trek from Carrigaline to Crosshaven. The
route took them along the Owenabue Estuary and the
new Heritage Trail, which was opened in 2011 by Cork
County Council.
Those taking part enjoyed the fresh air, the
beautiful scenery and history of the narrow gauge
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dancing with a local Garda connection.
The next day, day two of conference, availing
partners were treated to a half day at Bunratty Castle
and Folk Park while their spouse or partner ground
away at the concluding business of conference – on
their return, it was ‘thumbs up’ from all.
Clare Branch thanks the Central Committee (CC) for
choosing Clare for the ADM 2018. It wishes the new CC
every success in its three-year term and congratulates
Matt Givens on his election to the position of GSRMA
President. Best wishes also go to our local secretary
Billy Saunderson on his re-election to CC as Munster
Representative.
rail track where trains travelled for 32 years until
1932 when the Crosshaven line closed. At the
half-way stage the walkers rested at a park benchseat dedicated to the memory of Garda Sgt Kevin
Edmunds (RIP).
In 2009, Crosshaven Lion’s Club donated the
bench seat in memory of our former colleague who
gave loyal service for many years at Crosshaven
Garda Station.

Pictured during the Carrigaline Crosshaven Walk:
Front Row (l-r): Teresa Brennan, P.J. Brennan, Jim Keating
and Michael Trihy.
Back Row (l-r): Richard Meagher, Peter McGuire, Michael
Lewis, Pat O’ Shea, Barry O’Connor, Dave Walsh, Mary
Doody and Richard Barrett.
(Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork City Branch)

Summer Coach Tour: On Sunday 17 June, style,
colour and sunglasses were clearly visible when
45 members boarded the Kavanagh Travel Coach
to enjoy a four-day tour visiting: Galway, Westport,
Kylemore Abbey, Achill Island, National Museum of
Country Life (Castlebar), Ballintubber Abbey and
Bunratty Castle. Our first stop was in Charleville
where Fr. Tom Naughton celebrated the 10.00 am
Mass for deceased members. We enjoyed tea/coffee
at the Charleville Park Hotel with our former colleague

ASSOCIATION NEWS
Mattie Keane. On reaching Galway we had lunch in
the Connaught Hotel. After lunch our group went to
visit the impressive Galway Cathedral.
By 4pm we were back on the Wild Atlantic Way
heading for the Whytt Hotel Westport. On Monday
morning we set off along the scenic roads to visit the
Benedictine Monastery and Victorian Walled Gardens
at Kylemore Abbey. On the returned journey we
stopped at Croagh Patrick Visitor’s Centre where
some of our group went to experience a few hundred
yards of mountain terrain while others enjoyed
refreshments in Campbell’s Bar.
On Tuesday morning, Polranny native Pat
Gallagher was our guide for our trip to Achill. His
impressive local knowledge and history was deeply
appreciated as we travelled the 42 Km route close to
the Great Western Greenway.
Prior to crossing the Michael Davitt Bridge onto
Achill Island, we stopped at Polranny cemetery to visit
the grave of our former colleague Tom Gallagher (RIP
25 September 2016) who gave all his service in Cork
City and was buried close to his birthplace.
His widow (Marion) and brother (Pat) appreciated
that so many of Tom’s old colleagues were able to
stop and pray at his graveside. Afterwards, Pat took
us on an extensive tour of Achill Island where we got
spectacular views.
Later that afternoon, we visited the National
Museum of Country Life. Our special guests for
dinner on Tuesday evening were Pat Gallagher and
Michael Keane who served in Cork City and now
farms near Westport.

After dinner, we enjoyed a sing-song where Mary
Doody took on a new role as MC. On Wednesday
morning, we spent three hours at the historic
Ballintubber Abbey where Fr Frank Fahey (PP)
celebrated Holy Mass for all deceased members.
Our group participated in the readings, hymns and
offertory gifts.
There was an opportunity to pray for our former
colleagues, those sick and in hospital. We got a full
history of restoration work carried out to the Abbey in
the 1960s and the why so many pilgrims today walk
the Tóchar Phádraig and get their Pilgrim Passport
stamped in Campbell’s Bar at the foothill of Croagh
Patrick, Co. Mayo.
On the homeward journey we stopped at Bunratty
Castle and enjoyed evening dinner in the Park Hotel
Charleville. Thanks to all who travelled, sang songs,
recited poems, told stories and made our 10th annual
tour so enjoyable.

Members of Cork City Group in Ballintubber Abbey, Co. Mayo
on their summer coach tour.

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH
As he has recently stepped down as President of
the Association, we would like to pay tribute to Matt
Cosgrave and thank him for how well he represented the
Association at home and abroad during his term. He was
the first member of our branch to be elected GSRMA
President and we are very proud of his achievements.
On 5 July 37 of our members and friends went on
a Shannon cruise, organised by Nicky Conneely. All
travelled by train to Carrick-on-Shannon and joined the
cruise on the ‘Moon River’ at 3.15pm.
Arrangements for the day were made through Noel
Mulhern, an old colleague of many of us and a good
entertainer to boot. A delightful day was had and all
arrived back to Connolly Station at 9pm. Watch this
space for further outings.
Our monthly coffee mornings have resumed
after the summer recess, so don’t forget to join us
on last Tuesday of each month at the Skylon Hotel
Reunion of four colleagues of Class April 1963 (pictured
in Drumcondra as usual, and all are welcome.
l-r): Paddy Daly, Noel Mulhern, Jim Hoban and Noel
Vizzard.
(Photographs courtesy of Paddy Daly).

8 Síocháin

ASSOCIATION NEWS
DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH
Super Garden Competition: Congratulations to our
Branch Treasurer Joe Byrne on his selection for the
Super Garden Competition 2018 and the completion
of a beautiful garden at his Dublin home (pictured
right). Though not the overall winner, we wish Joe,
Ann and family long days of enjoyment in their
beautifully designed garden.

Tour of Garda College: For those members who
never trained at or visited the Garda College, a trip
and tour has been arranged for the autumn. The bus
will leave and return to the Spawell Complex. Date
and details will be provided at the September Coffee
Morning.

Central Committee: Congratulations to our former
Branch Chairman Michael Coleman, on his election to
the new Central Committee for 2018/2021.
River Cruise: On 6 July 2018, with the kind invitation
from our Dublin North Branch to a river cruise on the
Shannon, members availed of a most beautiful and
enjoyable day, taking the Luas to Connolly and onto
the Carrick-On-Shannon, returning at late evening.
Now that they have sampled a mini cruise on the
Shannon, some members now hope to avail of a
longer cruise, if the National Lottery can come up with
the finances!
Charity Book Sale: Over 2017 and up to our summer
break in 2018, members were asked to ‘de-clutter’
their homes of books, for the benefit of a number
of locally-based national charities. To date, nearly
€1,000 has been collected for these charities from
the sale of these donated books.
The Christmas Lunch: This will be held at the
Spawell Complex, on 6 December @ 2.30pm. Further
details will follow at the coffee mornings during the
autumn/winter season.
DUNGARVAN BRANCH
A glorious morning broke over the quay side town
of Dungarvan on Wednesday 11 July highlighting
its splendour as the bus pulled up at the Park Hotel
to take An Garda Síochána retired members on
their annual trip. Members were in colourful attire,
with plenty of the men folk in bright shirts and
Stetsons as they waited at the hitching post for the
stagecoach.
We don’t have any photographic evidence of the
trip but Mick Hearn can testify that it did happen!
Our first stop was the Old Thatch in Killeagh for
refreshments. Mick’s saucer kept filling up with tea
but on investigation a leaking cup was discovered
by the team of experts to be the culprit.
It was quickly removed by the waitress and Mick
felt somewhat distressed at the evidence being
tampered with and destroyed! Some suggested to our
I/C Pat Norris that Mick may suffer some kind of trauma
from the whole experience, we were assured by Pat that

it was only a storm in a teacup!
On to Fota House Arboretum and Gardens where
every step brought new wonderment. While the habitat
may not have been the homeland to the many exotic
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animals the climate certainly brought their environment
home to them. We all walked the entire area and
enjoyed the many, many attractions.
Spike Island (the Irish Alcatraz) holds 1,300 years
of Irish History and Heritage. While the English were a
battle force to contend with, they were certainly mighty
builders as proven by our many wonderful buildings
nationwide, Spike being no exception.
It was a monastery, fortress, prison and transported
thousands of people to Australia and the Americas. The
guide took us to the Punishment Block, Prison Cells,
Ireland’s largest artillery gun and other historic places

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH
On 29 May a group of branch members went on a
trip to Howth not by road but via Dublin Bay. On a
beautiful sunny morning we boarded our Dublin Bay
Cruise boat at Dun Laoghaire pier.
This family-owned business operates cruises
between Dun Laoghaire, Dublin Port and Howth
Harbours. When all were safely on board we headed
into Dublin Bay with blue skies, a calm sea and no
mention of a queasy stomach from anyone we were
on our way to the historic fishing port of Howth.
Upon our arrival one would be forgiven for thinking
that we landed in a beautiful Mediterranean fishing
port when we saw so many summer attired patrons
enjoying lunch al fresco. As nothing was pre-arranged
for eats we ended up breaking into small groups for
lunch, and so quite a number of restaurants were
sampled apparently to the satisfaction of all.
After a short but very enjoyable outing it was all
back on board for the return trip to Dun Laoghaire.
After gaining their sea legs many of our participants
may now contemplate a real Mediterranean cruise!

on the island.
Taking the ferry back the beauty of Cobh rose up
before us in dazzling sunshine. Later upon arriving
at the Vienna Woods Hotel, we watched Croatia beat
England in the World Cup. A wonderful meal was
followed by dancing by some until midnight while others
just relaxed and chatted.
The singers on the bus concluded the very enjoyable
and successful day. Our grateful thanks to Monica
and Pat for the planning that ensured everything went
smoothly and to our driver who got us all home safely.

Ailish and Eamon Hession, Mick Troy, Paul Sharpe and
Gerard Quinn.

Mary Aylward, Pat Sharpe and Angela Callery.
Pictured (l-r): Mick Strain, Angela Callery, Eamon and Ailish
Hession, Mary Aylward, Pat and Paul Sharpe, Mick Troy and
Jim Kenny.
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From September Dun Laoghaire GSRMA will meet on
the first Tuesday of each month after summer break @
11am in Bakers.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
LAOIS BRANCH
On 12 June a plaque was unveiled at the former
Clerkin family home at 3 Hill St in Monaghan to
honour the death of Garda Michael Clarkin on 16
October 1976 at Garryhinch, Co. Offaly. Former
colleagues from Laois travelled to the unveiling by
Peter Clerkin, brother of Michael Clerkin. Assumpta
Duffy, sister of Michael Clerkin, spoke on behalf of
the family.

Garda Supt Fergus Treanor, Peter Clerkin, Gerry Bohan, Jim Cannon,
Ben Thornton, Cllr Paudge Connolly, Cathaoirleach of Monaghan
County Council, and Chief Supt John O’Reilly

Ben Thornton, Gerry Bohan, Peter Clerkin and Jim
Cannon.

Pictured (l-r): Portlaoise members Frank Ward, Frank Brennan, Peter Byrne, Paul
Ryan, Bill Gibbons, PJ Prendergast and Kevin Wolfe.

NAAS BRANCH
The branch has had a very busy few months over
spring/early summer, with a busy social calendar and
several well-attended events. On 6 June we spent a
blissful day cruising the Shannon. Our day began when
we boarded the ‘Silverline’ cruiser in Banagher, as we
settled in with tea and biscuits everyone relaxed and got
into the spirit of the day.
The weather conditions were perfect for our cruise
and the countryside was at its most magnificent. The

Sylvia O’Donovan and James Cannon
Sylvia O’Donovan was the first treasurer
and Jim was first secretary of the GSRMA
Portlaoise Branch on 31 January 1996.

crew on the boat kept us entertained with yarns, stories
and a commentary on the passing countryside.
Our first port of call was the remains of the ancient
ecclesiastical site of Clonmacnoise south of Athlone
which are the most extensive of their kind in Ireland
and have been a National monument since 1877.The
site dates back to about 548 and was founded by Saint
Ciarán. Clonmacnoise was a major center for religion,
learning, trade, craftsmanship and political influence. As
the burial place of Saint Ciaran it has attracted pilgrims
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for 1,500 years.
Our members enjoyed the visit and on such a
beautiful day we had amazing views of the countryside.
We then boarded the cruiser again to make our way to
Shannonbridge. We enjoyed a sing along and everyone
joined in including the crew on the boat. Our day drew
to a close with a lovely meal in Shannonbridge still
enjoying the uninterrupted views of the majestic river
Shannon.

Barbecue: On 29 June our annual barbecue was held
in Ryston, Newbridge. Many thanks to our members
for supporting this event so well. We all tucked in to
some lovely food to start the evening, before we had the
raffle followed by music and dancing. Many thanks to
branch secretary Mick and his brother Tony for providing
the entertainment on the night, as usual it was most
enjoyable. This year also we were delighted to welcome
our new President Matt Givens and his wife Margaret to
Naas and hopefully it will be the first of many visits.

Naas Branch group pictured at the annual barbecue.
GSRMA Naas member Carmel Crowley and GSRMA VicePresident Marie Roche.

Bowling: Bowling will resume on Wednesday 5
September for the Autumn/Winter season. We look
forward to meeting our regular bowlers again and this
year please bring along a friend, still the same format,
tea, a chat and a game of bowling. All are welcome so
if you have not joined the Wednesday morning group
put the date in your diary, you are assured of a friendly
welcome and a nice morning.
Annual Mass: Our Annual Mass will take place on
Thursday morning 22 November. All are welcome and
we will conclude the morning with a social get together
and some finger food.
Ryston, Newbridge, time 11am, looking forward to
meeting you there.

Pictured (l-r): GSRMA members Mary Roche, Carmel Crowley,
VP Marie Roche and Naas Branch Secretary Mick Quinn.

Christmas Lunch: Our annual Christmas lunch will
take place on Thursday 29 November in Lawlor’s Hotel,
Naas, at 2 30pm. We will have a four-course lunch
followed by music and dancing also a raffle. The cost
this year is €35 per person. Lawlor’s is well situated in
Naas town and easily accessible by public transport if
you don’t feel like driving. Tickets must be booked with
the Branch Committee by mid-November.
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NENAGH BRANCH
New GSRMA President: We would like to
congratulate Matt Givens on his appointment
as National President of GSRMA. Matt has
been Chairman of Nenagh Branch for the
past six years and has done sterling work in
improving both the numbers and activity of the
branch. We wish him the best of luck in his
new role.
Garda Memorial Day: On 19 May a group of
members and partners attended the Garda
Memorial Day at Dublin Castle. We had a
beautiful day and once again the ceremony
was very moving and very well organised.
Afterwards we were treated to refreshments
in the grounds where we mingled and chatted
to other groups attending. Some of the ladies
went shopping while others found other
activities to pass away the time. Around 4.30
we hit the road for Nenagh, stopping off in
Kildare Town where we were treated to a
fantastic meal at Harte’s Restaurant.
Coffee Morning: Our quarterly coffee
morning on 3 July at The Abbey Court Hotel,
was well attended, and included our most
recent retirees, which is a good omen for the
future.

GSRMA President Matt Givens recently presented Certificates of
Appreciation to Kevin O’Dowd (left) and Donal Ryan (right).

SLIGO-LEITRIM BRANCH
On 26 June a Dublin outing to Croke Park and
Kilmainham Jail, with an early start at 7am from Sligo,
included stops at Castlebaldwin, Carrick on Shannon,
Longford and Rathowen to collect fellow travellers.
Luxury transport and professional driving was
provided by Paul Furey, Drumcliff and Furey’s Buses.
First visit was to Croke Park, where tea and scones
awaited our arrival and the tour of the stadium
commenced at 10.15am.
An excellent presentation was made by the tour
guide, a lady from Co. Tyrone whose knowledge of
the stadium and history of the GAA was top class
and easy to comprehend, comprising the origins
of the stadium. Its 16-acre site was purchased in
1912 for £1,500 and its now the third longest in
Europe, capacity wise at 83,000. We also heard of its
current use for music, performances and corporative
involvement.
Next on the itinerary was a bus journey to
Kilmainham Jail, where we arrived at 2pm. It proved
to be a moving experience thanks to an excellent
guide Peter who gave an in-depth insight into the
history of the jail and its many historic and tragic
16 Síocháin

Members from Sligo-Leitrim Branch pictured during their tour
of Croke Park.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
inmates. Built in 1830 the magnificent glass roof
casts green light to the interior, which is of a tiered
construction of three floors with basement.
The cell doors on each level are opposite each
other and with the benefit of excellent acoustics
communication and sight of each other was possible
across a large interior space. It was use as a prison
xxx from famine days to the 1916 Revolution and Civil
War, closing in 1923 for that purpose.
It has been refurbished since 1960s and is now
WATERFORD BRANCH
Mount Congreve is an 18th century Georgian estate
and mansion situated near the village of Kilmeaden
in Waterford. The architect was John Roberts, a
Waterford-based architect who subsequently designed
and built most of the 18th-century public buildings in
Waterford, including both cathedrals.
The house is situated close to the southern bank of
the River Suir, seven kilometres from Waterford City. It
overlooks County Kilkenny to the north. The comprise
70 acres of intensively planted woodland garden and a
four-acre walled garden. The entire collection consists
of over three thousand different trees and shrubs,
more than 2,000 Rhododendrons, 600 Camellias, 300
Acer cultivars, 600 conifers, 250 climbers and 1,500
herbaceous plants. It is internationally recognised for its
rare species of plants and also its plant nurseries.
Ambrose Congreve’s gardening achievements were
acknowledged by Queen Elizabeth, who awarded him a
CBE for services to horticulture, and by Trinity College
Dublin, which granted him an honorary doctorate.
Ambrose Congreve also won 13 Gold Medal awards at
the Chelsea Garden Show in London for this garden.

(Photographs courtesy of Michael Nevin, Waterford
Branch)

used for film making (e.g. Michael Collins) and for
musical performances. The bus brought us to Liffey
Valley to satisfy the shoppers. The best part of the
day was dinner at the Grenville Arms in Mullingar.
It was a wonderful day with blazing sunshine, good
banter, much reminiscing and a great joy to be part of
a bus full of 49 happy and healthy retired members
and their spouses. Many thanks to all who made it
possible.

Waterford GSRMA members stroll around Mount Congreve
Estate.

The annual golf outing for the both branches, now
in its sixth year, went ahead again this year at Gowran
Park, GC. It was a spectacular day with the course in
super shape and the food excellent. The golf wasn’t bad
either.
Pat O’Driscoll and Mick Sullivan were the organisers
this year and big thanks to all that supported the outing.
Waterford Branch won the day with first place going to
Mick Nevin, Branch Chairman; second to Waterford’s
John Killeen (last year’s winner), with Coleman
Loughnane, Kilkenny Branch, finishing third. A great
day was enjoyed by all, and next year we will be back at
Waterford Golf Club.

Mick Coughlan, Sean Keane, Donal Loughnane, Coleman
Loughnane, Fred Blackett and Seamus Kavanagh. In the
background Mick O’Sullivan, Mossy Ryan and Martin Clarke.

Waterford GSRMA Branch Treasurer Brendan Cullimore
pictured on the right.

Pat O’Hanlon Mossy Ryan and Martin Clarke at Gowran Park.
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Sean O’Halloran, GSRMA Trustee, tees off on the 8th at Gowran Park.

WEXFORD BRANCH
Croke Park Tour: Branch members thoroughly
enjoyed their day trip to Dublin on 6 June that
included a stadium tour in Croke Park. Members
visited the No.1 dressing room referred to as the

Mick Nevin (1st place winner) and Pat
O’Driscoll, Chief Organiser.

‘Dublin Dressing Room’ and got photos with their
county’s jersey.
A nice meal in a corporate box was followed by a
stadium tour before concluding with a visit to Croke
Park Museum.

Members enjoy the view from the Upper Cusack Stand in
Croke Park over Dublin City.

The group was addressed on the history of the GAA and the HQ
during the Croke Park tour.

Johnstown Castle: On 4 July we enjoyed a visit
to our own beautiful Johnstown Castle, outside
Wexford town. A stroll through the grounds and
a visit to the walled garden, where Tom Miller
entertained the group with his knowledge of the
various plants and flowers. Our visit concluded
with a nice open-air snack meal while the peacocks
provided some great photo opportunities.

Tipperary natives John Meagher, Willie Keogh, Davy Fitzgerald
and Eamonn Moloughney proudly display their Tipp colours.

Tom Miller educates branch members with his horticultural
knowledge.
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Opening of Divisional HQ: On 1 August the new
divisional headquarters in Wexford Town was opened
and Supt Jim Doyle extended an invitation to all
retired members to attend. Minister for Justice Charlie
Flanagan and Acting Garda Commissioner Donal
O’Cualain addressed the gathering and the Minister cut
the ribbon to formally open the new HQ. An invitation to
avail of refreshments and tour the building was greatly
appreciated.
Senior branch members Tom Geraghty and John Kennedy.

Garda Arthur O’Connor (second from right), with retired
members Pat Mulcahy, Tom Aherne and Larry Brennan at the
opening.

Former C/Supt John Roche, recent branch member, with with
Donal Lyttleton and Derek Nally.

WICKLOW BRANCH
Annual Mass: Members
of the Wicklow Branch
GSRMA attended
the Annual Mass for
Deceased Members at
Aughrim Street Church.
Transport was provided
by Sgt Colm Corrigan,
Wicklow.
Outgoing Branch Chairman Sean Lally presents GSRMA members Joe Conroy and Peter K.
Mid-Week Break:
A group from the
Wicklow Branch enjoyed
a mid-week break at
the National Stud and
Japanese Gardens in
Kildare and Newbridge
Silver Wear and Museum
on 22 August, and one
the way home from
a great day out, the
group of 16 enjoyed a
beautiful meal in Byrne&
Woods Restaurant in
Roundwood. (Photo
courtesy of Pat Hayes,
Wicklow Branch)

Smyth with their Long Service Certificates at the AGM.

Front Row (l-r): Margaret Grant, Gladys O’Reilly, Una Tunney, Des Tully, Anne Tiernan, Marie
O’Brien and Nicholas Crennan (Chairman).
Back Row (l-r): Lenny Lennox, Richie Galvin, Martin McAndrew, Tom Finnerty, Pat Hayes, Sean
Tiernan, Sean Lally, Sean Carroll and Damien O’Brien.
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SUMMER DRAW RESULTS

ST. PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION 2018 SUMMER DRAW RESULTS
3 x Ford Mondeo

Family member - Anne Marie Ryan, Midleton, Co. Cork
Anne Marie Cunnane, Garda Dog Unit, Kilmainham Garda Station, Dublin 8
Family member - Claire O’Donovan, South Circular Road, Limerick

3 x Hyundai i40

Retired member - Edmond Horgan, Killarney, Co. Kerry
Retired member - Frank O’Hara, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Anne Marie Higgins, Dundrum Garda Station, Dublin 14

10 winners of €5,000

Family member - Eoin Comyns, Leghanghmore, Co. Cork
Retired member - Seamus & Kathleen McCudden, Raheny, Dublin 5
Family member - Irene McCole, Ardara, Co. Donegal
Retired member - Patrick Crowe, Gort, Co. Galway
David Kearney, Listowel Garda Station, Co. Kerry
Nicole Fitzgerald, Carrigaline, Co. Cork
Edel Fitzgerald, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Sinead Daffy, Tyrrelstown, Dublin 15
Elaine Giles, Letterkenny Garda Station, Co. Donegal
Emma Kilroe, Garda Trainee, Garda College, Templemore

10 winners of €2,000

Darren Reid, Anglesea St., Garda Station, Cork
Family member - Olivia Lee, Naas, Co. Kildare
Retired member - Fergus Kelly, Glanmire, Co. Cork
Carol Fahey, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Ann Friel, Castleshane, Co. Monaghan
John Twomey, Monkstown, Co. Dublin
Family member - Conor Blackett, Conyngham Road, Dublin 8
Retired member - Joseph Walsh, South Circular Road, Limerick
Melanie McGowan, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo
Damien & Alice Ryan, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford

10 winners of €1,000

Retired member - James Heenan, Newtown, Co. Waterford
Family member - Joan McCarthy, Macroom, Co. Cork
Jonathan O’Brien, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
Retired member - Edward Doocey, Enfield, Co. Meath
Marie Daly, Garda College, Templemore, Co. Tipperary
Retired member - Thomas J Foley, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin
Cian Lynch, Moyvalley, Co. Kildare
No. 8: Name withheld at member’s request
Family member - Carmel McDermott, Tuam, Co. Galway
Robert Young, Kilmallock Garda Station, Co. Limerick
Congratulations to all our winners! To join St Paul’s go to www.stpaulscu.ie or drop in to our office in Cork or
Templemore, or give us a call on 021-4313355
John Ryan, St Paul’s Garda Credit Union

Síocháin 25

IN-HOUSE REPORT

LIDDY MEDAL
NOMINATIONS
REVIEWED
With a number of amendments now passed on the
awarding of Liddy Medals, GSRMA Branches can nominate
their own members, writes Paschal Feeney, General
Secretary. And in other news he says that a further review
of medical aid benefits and subscriptions will take place
later this year, plus details to enter your favourite summer
snaps in a new photo competition.

H

aving conducted
a review of the
awarding of Liddy Medals,
Central Committee
has come up with the
following amendments.
No longer is it necessary
for a member to nominate
himself or herself for
consideration of the
awarding of a Liddy Medal.
GSRMA Branches can now
nominate GSRMA members from within their own Branch
for consideration.
Likewise another member of GSRMA can nominate a
fellow GSRMA member for consideration of the awarding
of a medal. All Applications of this nature must be
channelled through the members local Branch.
Heretofore, it was necessary to support all applications
for a medal with a copy of the members’ original D5
from his/her garda service together with a copy of all
medical records held by An Garda Síochána in relation
to the sustaining of the injury by the applicant/ intended
recipient.
Data protection rules makes this process more and
more difficult each day, so with that in mind a supporting
statement/affidavit by a colleague who witnessed the
injury being inflicted, or knows of the injury and the
circumstances surrounding the injury, can support the
application.
Consideration shall also now be given to awarding
medals on a regional basis and in conjunction with local
26 Síocháin

events pertinent to GSRMA members. Now is the time
to make that application for a Liddy Medal. If you were
injured in the course of your duty as a serving member
then you are entitled to make application for a Liddy
Medal.
Act now and don’t put off that application for yet
another year. Application forms are available from the
GSRMA General Secretary. Email info@gardaretired.com,
or write to GSRMA House 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
MEDICAL AID REVIEW
The Management Committee of the Society applied
an increase in subscription rates on 1 June 2017 with a
review to take place after one year. This review has now
been completed and particular note has been taken of the
reduction in payments to public hospitals.

IN-HOUSE REPORT

Our new GSRMA President Matt Givens (Nenagh
Branch) is congratulated by outgoing President Matt
Cosgrave. We would like to wish Matt (Givens) well
for the future, during his leadership of GSRMA up to
‘Conference 2021’, and extend best wishes to Matt
(Cosgrave) on a very happy and content retirement.
This has arisen from the campaign by all medical
insurers, including St Paul’s Garda Medical Aid, to
highlight the injustice of charging people with health
insurance who are admitted through A&E with no extra
service or benefit being offered.
Your efforts in this regard are much appreciated and
have had a positive impact on the Society’s finances
and, as a consequence, on the subscription rates you are
paying.
Arising from the above efforts by you and your families
and based on the Society’s performance to date, the
Management Committee is pleased to confirm that no
increase will be warranted in 2018.
A further review will take place towards the end of
2018 to determine if an increase is required at some stage
in 2019 to sustain the Society.
As is always the case, the Management Committee
will only apply an increase if and when it is absolutely
necessary to enable the Society to cover the medical/
hospital costs of its members and their families and to
ensure the prudent management of the Society’s finances

for now and into the future.
In the interest of equity of benefit among all members
the Management Committee has made a minor
adjustment to GP benefits effective from 1 September
2018 which will have no impact on most members’ GP
claims as follows: GP Consultation and Treatment
– 70% of the cost to a maximum of €35 per
consultation and a maximum of 30 consultations per
family per annum.
There is no change to the current benefit applying to
those members over 70 years of age or those children
under six years of age – all of whom are entitled to free
GP care under the State scheme who are encouraged to
avail of it, if at all possible.
PHOTO COMPETITION
All will agree that we have had the most fantastic summer
that most of us can recall. No doubt many of you were
out and about taking lots of photographs on your mobile
phones, iPads or even, God forbid, a real camera!
Why not send them to me, so that we can include in
a future issue of Síocháin. In conjunction with this I shall
arrange – as a prize for the best overall picture – a night
away for two, including an evening meal. Location shall
depend on the winner, as there’s no point in winning a
night away for the hotel next door to you!
Please remember that all entries must be emailed to
info@gardaretired.com on or before 22 October 2018.
Winners will be published in the ‘Winter’ edition of
Síocháin.

RESULTS OF MOTIONS AT THIS YEAR’S ADM:
NO
1.1

MOTIONS - ADM 2018

Pensions: That Conference directs the Central Committee to use
all efforts and methods to secure arrears of lost pensions to GSRMA
members who retired post-29 February 2012 on reduced pensions.
While DEPER Circulars 20/2017 and 2/2018 address gradual pension
restoration up to 1 October 2020, they do not address the issue of
pension arrears to those who retired post-29 February 2012 on reduced
pensions. Cork City Branch

RESULT

CARRIED
In conjunction
With Motion
1.4
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1.2

1.3

1.4

2.1

That Conference directs the Central Committee to use all efforts and
methods to secure the restoration of Gratuities to GSRMA members
who retired post February 29th, 2012 on reduced Gratuities as a result
of Section 2 FEMPI (No. 2) Act 2009. This would be in line with the
(gradual) restoration of Pensions to those similarly affected, and as
recently declared in Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Circulars 20/2017 and 2/2018. Cork City Branch

CARRIED

Notwithstanding the efforts already made by GSRMA in this matter,
that Conference directs the Central Committee to use all efforts and
methods to secure an increase in rent allowance to GSRMA members
who retired pre-1 January 2017 similar to Rent Allowance increases
granted to those who retired post that date. Cork City Branch

CARRIED

With the current state of the Economy and the poor treatment of
pensioners’ by the Government in relation to the restoration of the
pension cuts, this branch directs the CEC through its nominees to
both the National Federation of Pensioners and the Alliance of Retired
Civil and Public Servants, explore means to get more action from
Government to achieve the restoration of pension cuts ahead of the
expiration of FEMPI timelines. Dublin South Branch

CARRIED
In Conjunction
With Motion 1.1

Association: That this ADM directs the Central Committee to examine
how best to voice our support for our working colleagues in An Garda
Síochána with regard to the negative and sometimes harsh media
comments: and to uphold the good name and reputation of the
organisation that played a significant part of our lives. Bray Branch

CARRIED

2.2

That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central Executive
CARRIED
Committee of GSRMA to put in place a media strategy to deal with
imbalanced and one-sided coverage of issues in print and news media
that impact on the reputation and character of individual members of the
association. Monaghan Branch

2.3

That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central Executive
Committee of GSRMA to examine the feasibility of changing the name
of the Association to reflect more accurately the current membership –
retired members and spouses. Monaghan Branch

LOST

2.4

That this ADM directs the Central Committee to examine the feasibility
of acquiring suitable accommodation for use by GSRMA Members
where they are required to attend/support/assist their spouse/partner
who undergo prolonged medical treatment in hospitals/clinics etc, away
from their home area. Bray Branch

REMITTED

That the ADM directs the GSRMA Central Committee to provide from
central funds a suitable gift/ monetary or honorary award that can be
presented to a GSRMA member celebrating his/her 100th birthday.
Cork City Branch

CARRIED

2.6

That the ADM directs the GSRMA Central Committee to present a
hotel voucher or suitable gift to a person who has completed 21 years
GSRMA membership. Cork City Branch

CARRIED

2.7

That the annual delegate meeting demands that a comprehensive
review of the Central Committee function and role to be carried out
by and independent body as appointed by the Central Committee.
This Review to be carried out in sufficient time to enable same to
be discussed at branch level and brought before the ADM 2019 for
decision. Dublin South Branch

LOST

2.5

Síocháin 29

IN-HOUSE REPORT

2.8

That the Annual Delegate Meeting request the Central Committee to
update our communications system to ensure all members are kept upto-date of events in a timely fashion. Dublin North Branch

CARRIED

2.9

That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central Executive
Committee of GSRMA to examine the feasibility of extending Garda
Life Insurance cover from 70 years upwards to age agreed between
the Garda Representative Association and the Garda Síochána Retired
Members’ Association. Monaghan Branch

CARRIED

2.10

That the ADM request the Central Committee to examine how best
the greater number of our members can (in so far as possible) benefit
directly from Association resources with emphasis on Welfare.
Dun Laoghaire Branch

CARRIED

2.11

That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central Executive
Committee of GSRMA to examine the feasibility of replacing the current
Long Service Certificate with a suitable presentation piece to members
(i.e. A statuette or framed scroll or similar object) and that the award
be made to each member after a period of ten years’ membership.
Monaghan Branch

REMITTED

2.13

That the Annual General Meeting deplores the lack of progress on
GSRMA policy matters submitted to the Commissioner with a request
for inclusion in An Garda Síochána code and calls on the Central
Committee to redouble their efforts in this regard. Limerick Branch

WITHDRAWN

2.14

That the Annual Delegate Meeting directs the Central Executive
Committee to form a sub-committee who will make recommendations
for the design of a crested blazer, with the GSRMA logo, which can
be purchased by members, and worn with matching shirts/blouses,
trousers/skirts, etc. so as to provide identifiable uniformity of members
at Garda ceremonies, funerals and other such events. Mullingar
Branch

REMITTED

That the CEC research the formulation of An Annual Regional Forum,
along the lines of the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) 4-Sided
Meeting; whereby best practices, ideas on branch development,
share trips and information, all leading to the betterment of the branch
environment. Dublin South Branch

CARRIED

2.12

2.15

2.16

2.17

That the ADM directs the GSRMA Central Committee refund to local
CARRIED
branch committees, 25% of first-year membership subscription for all
new members recruited by the local GSRMA Branch. Cork City Branch

That this Conference directs to CEC, in its future planning of the ADMs,
that serious consideration he gives to the centralisation of the ADM
location, with the principle factor of location, where public transport is
available, where the majority of GSRMA members have free travel and
cost reduction. Dublin South Branch

LOST

That ADM directs the GSRMA Central Committee to provide a donation
to the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust who has alleviated financial
hardship of GSRMA families in repatriating the remains of people who
died abroad in sudden or tragic circumstances back to Ireland. Cork
City Branch

CARRIED
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3.1

Constitution: At Article 13: Standing Orders — Delete the entirety of “Article 13:
REMITTED
Standing Orders” and replace it with the following: “Article 13: Standing Orders (a)
The Annual Delegate Meeting shall elect each year a Standing Orders Committee
of three members for the next following Annual Delegate Meeting or for any Special
Delegate Meeting prior to the next Annual Delegate Meeting. Where a vacancy
occurs on the Standing Orders Committee the next highest remaining candidate
in the ballot shall fill that vacancy. Where no such candidate remains, the Central
Committee shall co-opt a member. (b) Members of the Standing Orders Committee
shall attend the Annual Delegate Meeting, Special Delegate Meeting or any meeting
of the Standing Orders Committee at the expense of the Association.(C) Members of
the Standing Orders Committee shall meet on not less than two occasions prior to an
Annual Delegate Meeting or Special Delegate Meeting to: i. Consider all Motions and
Amendments to the Constitution of the Association submitted by Branch Committees
or the Central Committee for inclusion as a Motion or Amendment to the Constitution
at such meeting in accordance with the Rules of the Association and duly decide on
their inclusion or exclusion. Where it is decided that any Motion or Amendment to the
Constitution submitted, is excluded from the Clar of such Meeting, the reason for such
exclusion will be provided to the proposing Branch or Central Committee. ii. Consider
all Amendments submitted to Motions or Amendments to the Constitution by Branch
Committees or the Central Committee for consideration at such Annual Delegate
Meeting or Special Delegate Meeting, in accordance with the Rules of the Association,
and duly decide on their inclusion or exclusion. Where it is decided that an amendment
submitted is excluded from the Clar of such meeting, the reason for such exclusion will
be provided to the proposing Branch or the Central Committee. iii Prepare Standing
Orders for the Annual Delegate Meeting or Special Delegate Meeting which shall
be proposed to the Delegates by the Chairman of the Committee on behalf of the
Standing Orders Committee and which is duly seconded by a Delegate. Amendments
to the proposed Standing Orders, duly proposed and seconded by Delegates will
first be considered by the Annual Delegate Meeting before the substantive issue, as
amended, as duly decided by the Meeting, is put. Standing Orders as duly adopted by
the Meeting shall govern the proceedings of such Meeting. In the event that Standing
Orders is not adopted, a meeting cannot proceed. At any Annual Delegate Meeting or
Special Delegate Meeting, where an emergency motion proposed and seconded by
Delegates from separate Branches or by a Delegate from the Central Committee and
a Branch, proposing the suspension Standing Orders for the purpose of considering
a specific issue or issues not already before the Meeting, is adopted by a two-thirds
majority of Delegates present and voting on such Motion, Standing Orders shall be
suspended for the purpose of considering such issue or issues. On resumption of the
Clar, Standing Orders, as adopted by the meeting, will govern the proceedings.(d)
Members of the Standing Orders Committee shall not be delegates of their Branch and
shall not have voting rights on matters at an Annual or Special Delegate Meeting. They
shall have the right to address such Meeting on issues relating to Standing Orders
matters only. (e)The Standing Orders Committee shall endeavour to expedite the
business of Annual or Special Delegate Meetings by making recommendations as they
deem necessary.(f)The Standing Orders Committee shall elect its own Chairperson.
(g)Nominations for the Standing Orders Committee shall be made from the delegates
and the members of the current Standing Orders at the Annual Delegate Meeting.(h)
Elections to the Standing Orders Committee shall be by secret ballot, by means of the
proportional representation, single transferrable vote system.” Monaghan Branch
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4.3
(2016)

3.1
3.3 &
3.4
(2017)

Constitution: Article 16, National President, replace the entire Article CARRIED
with the following: “Article 16: National President (a) The election of
the National President of the Association shall be held at the Annual
Delegate Meeting of the Association in an election year and shall be for
a term of three (3) years. (b)The National President of the Association
shall be elected by the Delegates, duly appointed by their Branches to
attend the Annual Delegate Meeting of the Association and all serving
members of the Central Committee of the Association n.(c) Candidates
for election as National President shall be nominated from amongst
the members elected in the Regional Elections to serve as members
of the Central Committee by not less than two Delegates, who shall
not be members of the one Branch of the Association.(d) The election
shall be by secret ballot, using the proportional representation system,
single transferrable vote, by the Delegates appointed to attend the
Annual Delegate Meeting and all serving members of the Central
Committee of the Association.(e)The President shall serve one term of
office, commencing at the close of the Annual Delegate Meeting, where
elected, and shall not be eligible for re-election to that office unless and
until a further electoral term has expired, save where the President has
been elected under the provisions of sub article (f) herein.(f)In the event
of the office of National President becoming vacant in the course of a
three year electoral term, the Vice President shall fill the role until the
following Annual Delegate Meeting, where, if it is not an election year,
the National President of the Association will be elected in accordance
with Sub-Article(d) herein, by the Delegates attending that Annual
Delegate Meeting of the Association and all serving members of the
Central Committee of the Association and shall serve until the end of
the Association’s three year electoral term .nominations for election to
the Office will be made as provided for at Sub-Article(c) herein. On the
occasion, within a three year electoral term, where the Office of National
President is required to be filled, an Annual Delegate Meeting may not
be substituted by a seminar, as otherwise provided for at Article ll(b)
herein.(g). The duties of the President shall be to conduct the business
of the Association on behalf of the members of the Association, to chair
all meetings of the Central Committee, Annual Delegate Meetings and
Special General Meetings and to ensure that the aims and objectives of
the Association are being observed and advanced.” Monaghan Branch
Motion 3.1 (2017) Central Committee
That the Annual Delegate Meeting direct the Central Committee to
examine the feasibility of the introduction of a bereavement grant.

LOST

Motion 3.3 (2017) Dublin North Branch
That the Annual Delegate Meeting direct the Central Committee to
introduce a bereavement grant of €500, to be paid to next-of-kin on
the death of a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’
Association. This grant is to be paid out of existing funds of the
Association.
Motion 3.4 (2017) Dun Laoghaire Branch
That the ADM instruct the CC on the death of a member to facilitate the
payment of €500 Bereavement Grant to a surviving spouse/partner or
other. The onus of Proof of Entitlement is on the beneficiary.
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GSRMA TO REVIEW
PROCEDURES
UNDER GDPR
Data protection has always been a priority for the GSRMA, and following the new General
Data Protection Regulation, which came into force on 25 May 2018, the Association is now
reviewing its procedures and updating its approach to the management of members’ data
to fully reflect and embrace the new standard.
1, Introduction
The General Data Protection Regulation, commonly
referred to as ‘GDPR’ and effective from 25 May 2018,
is a new EU regulation which updates the approach and
requirements regarding the capture and use of personal
data by businesses and organisations. This new regulation
is designed to harmonise data privacy laws across Europe
and to protect citizens’ data privacy. It strengthens the
current rules and governance requirements in relation to
the personal data of individuals.
Data protection has always been a priority for the
GSRMA and keeping the data you entrust to us secure is a
core part of our business. This new regulation is designed
to increase the level of transparency in how personal data
is managed and GSRMA wholeheartedly embraces this.
To facilitate this, the GSRMA is reviewing its procedures
and updating its approach to managing our members’
data, to ensure we fully reflect and embrace these new
standards. To improve how we inform and communicate
with our members in relation to data protection, we have
drawn up this Data Privacy Policy which sets out in more
detail how your data is treated and managed within the
GSRMA to support the day to day provision of services for
you.
The purpose of this Data Privacy Policy is to explain
how Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (the
‘GSRMA’, ‘we’, ‘us’ and ‘our’) may process your personal
information. A Data Privacy Policy is a document that
every organisation who controls and processes personal
information must make available.
This Data Privacy Policy (together with our Cookies
Policy) sets out the basis on which any personal data
we collect from you, or that you provide to us, will be
processed by us. It details how we collect, use, disclose,
transfer and store your personal information.
This Data Privacy Policy may be updated from time to
time and the current version of this Data Privacy Policy
shall be displayed on our website. Such amendments

will not be made retrospectively. We will always comply
with the General Data Protection Regulation ‘GDPR’
when dealing with your personal data. Further details on
the GDPR can be found at Office of the Data Protection
Commissioner’s dedicated GDPR website (gdprandyou.ie).
For the purposes of the GDPR, we will be the
‘Controller’ of all personal data which we hold about you.
You can find our contact details at the end of this Data
Privacy Policy.
If you’re providing personal information on behalf of a
third party, you must ensure that the third party receives
a copy of this Data Privacy Policy before their personal
information is shared with us (e.g. relatives of GSRMA
members, solicitors etc).
2. Reasons for collecting and using your personal
information
We gather and process your personal information for
a variety of reasons and rely on a number of different
legal basis to use that information. For example, we use
your personal information to process your membership
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application, to help administer your accounts and services,
to ensure we provide you with the best service possible, to
prevent unauthorised access to your account and to meet
our legal and regulatory obligations. Further details are set
out in this document.
2.1 To comply with a legal obligation
We are required to process your personal information to
comply with certain legal obligations, for example:
• to verify the personal information provided to us in
order to meet our legal and compliance obligations;
• to keep records of communications;
• to administer our internal operational requirements;
• to communicate certain information to you such as
providing notice of the AGM;
• to undertake systems testing, maintenance and
development in order to ensure network and
information security.
2.2 To enter into and perform a contract with you for
the services which you require
In order to consider your application for membership of
the GSRMA and to process any product/service applications
you may make, we have to gather and process some
personal information. Examples of processing include the
administration of membership. As part of this process,
we may be required to pass some personal information
to an intermediary or counter-party (e.g. GSRMA branch
secretaries’ membership report and Department of Justice
and Reform)
2.3 To enable GSRMA to function as a business
In certain circumstances, we process your personal
information on the basis of the legitimate interests of the
GSRMA. In doing so, we ensure that the impact of the
processing on your privacy is minimised and that there is a
fair balance between the legitimate interests of the GSRMA
and your privacy rights. Examples of situations in which your
personal information is processed, based on our legitimate
interests, include:
2.3.1 to keep records of communications and record
telephone calls in order to evidence what has been
discussed and keep a record of your instructions and to
prevent or detect crime;
2.3.2 to perform research and analysis aimed at
improving our products, services and technologies;
2.3.3 to inform you about new services or special offers
we may introduce from time to time.
2.4. Having provided consent
We use your personal information to make you aware
of products and services which may be of interest to you
where you have consented to us doing so and in accordance
with your preferences. You can at any time withdraw that
consent by writing to GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St.
Dublin 8, or by email to: gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com

3. Personal information collected about you
The information we hold about you includes personal
information, which you give to us when you apply for
membership. It also includes personal information we
collect automatically, for instance, your IP address, the
date and time you access our services when you visit our
website. Personal information we collect about you may
include:
• home address, date of birth, full name, date
of retirement, identification documents, Garda
registration number, Garda pension number, Garda
Rank, mobile number, telephone number, email
address, signature; and
• information we learn about you from the way you
operate our services and use our website.
4. Collecting personal information
We collect personal information from a number of
sources, including:
• information we receive directly from you or from a
person acting on your behalf;
• information that we gather from publicly available
sources such as the Internet.
5. Use of Cookies
We may obtain information about your general internet
usage by using a cookie file which is stored on your
browser or the hard drive of your computer. Cookies
are small pieces of information, stored in simple text
files, placed on your computer by a website. Cookies
can be read by the website on your subsequent visits
so that you can access information in a faster and more
efficient way. The information stored in a cookie may
relate to your browsing habits on the web page, or a
unique identification number so that the website can
“remember” you on your return visit. Generally speaking,
cookies do not contain personal data from which you
can be identified, unless you have separately furnished
such information to the website. Some of the cookies
we use are essential for the website to operate. For more
information on managing cookies, including how to
disable cookies, please visit www.aboutcookies.org.
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6. Using personal information for direct marketing
From time to time, we would like to make you aware of
other services that we offer, which may be of interest
to you. We can do this by using some of the personal
information we hold about you. You have a right not
to receive such information, and can make changes to
your marketing preferences at any time by writing to us
at GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St. Dublin 8 or by email
gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com
7. Share
your
personal
information
We share
your personal
information
with trusted
third parties
who perform
important
functions for
us based on
our instructions and apply appropriate confidentiality and
security measures, for example:
a. our professional advisers such as consultants and
auditors;
b. Department of Justice and Reform;
c. any sub-contractors, agents or service providers
engaged by GSRMA (including their employees, directors
and officers), such as back up and server hosting providers,
IT software and maintenance providers, document storage
providers and suppliers of other back office functions;
d. GSRMA Branch Secretaries and Central Committee
members.
e. Distributors of GSRMA Magazine ‘Síocháin’
We may also share your personal information with any
third parties to whom you have instructed us to share your
information with. The people and organisations that we
may share your personal information with may be located
in a country that does not have data protection laws
which provide the same level of protection as the laws in
Ireland. Some countries already have adequate protection
for personal information under their applicable laws.
In other countries safeguards will be applied to
maintain the same level of protection as the country
in which the products and services are supplied. These
safeguards may be contractual agreements with the
overseas recipient or it may require the recipient to subscribe to international data protection frameworks.
For more information about the European
Commission’s decision on the adequacy of the protection
of personal information in countries outside the EEA, visit:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection_
en.

8. Is providing your personal information obligatory?
We are unable to enter into or administer the relationship
with you without some personal information about you.
In cases where providing your personal information is
optional we will make this clear. In particular, it is not
mandatory that our members sign up to receive marketing
communications.
9. Updates to your personal information
If any of the personal information you have given to us
should change, such as your contact details, please inform
us without delay. Similarly, if we have collected personal
information about you that you consider to be inaccurate,
please write to GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St. Dublin 8
or email gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com
10. Keeping your personal information
We need to keep/store your personal information for as
long as necessary to fulfil the purposes for which it was
collected (as described above).
11. Your rights under data protection laws
You have several enhanced rights in relation to how we
use your information including the right to:
• be informed how we use your personal information,
access your information and receive copies of your
information;
• request that inaccurate/incomplete information is
corrected and updated;
• in certain circumstances have your information deleted
or our use of your data restricted;
• withdraw consent at any time where processing is
based on consent. If you withdraw your consent, it
will not affect the lawfulness of processing based on
your consent before it is withdrawn;
• exercise the right to data portability (e.g. obtain a
copy of your information which we hold and transfer
to another provider);
• object to use of your personal data for direct
marketing purposes.
In addition, you have the right to complain to the Office of
the Data Protection Commissioner which has enforcement
powers and can investigate compliance with data
protection laws. If you wish to exercise any of these rights
you can contact us using the details below.
12. Updates
This Data Privacy Policy may be updated from time to time
and the current version of this Data Privacy Policy shall be
displayed on our website.

If you have any questions about this privacy notice or your
personal information, please contact the Data Protection
Administrator, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8.
Email gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE WILL CONTINUE TO DROP
UNTIL IT ALLOWS EQUALITY
Dear Editor,
It was with some concern that I read Archbishop Diarmuid Martin’s reply to Josepha Madigan’s input on whether women in the
Church should be ordained.
When it comes to women priests we now know, from an admission by a cardinal in Rome, that there were women deacons in
the Catholic Church. It was during the Middle Ages that women deacons were gradually eliminated from the Church.
So, what changed within St Peter’s that women were excluded from ordination? Without women’s participation in the
Church, where would it be today?
These unpaid volunteers who prop up a Church that looks down on them and treats them as second class; are they not worthy
of priestly functions?
There are some laity who accept the Church’s teachings in all its forms and won’t hear of any criticism whatsoever levelled
at what they see as their Church.
The Catholic Church and its blind adherence to laws and structures drawn up by men and not by God will see its attendance
dwindle if it doesn’t accept all sections of society and allow for equality in its ministries from the different genders.
We are living in an ever-changing society with ever-changing values and attitudes. How can the present Pope come to this or
any other country under the banner of ‘World Meeting of Families’ when the Church, which he is head of, excludes so many?
Christy Galligan
Donegal North Branch
(First published in ‘The Irish Independent’ on 3 July 2018)

PLAYERS NAMED ON SOCCER TEAM 1961
Dear Editor,

On reading the summer edition of ‘Síocháin’
I saw a photo of the 1961 soccer team in
which my late husband Paul Kavanagh
appears.
I’ve named the two ‘unknowns’ from a
cut-out in an Irish newspaper, which gives
all the names. Just thought I would let you
know.
I look forward to receiving the ‘Síocháin’
every quarter, reading all the various
articles which are very interesting and enjoy
doing the crossword and even won it once.
Continued success with your magazine.
Kind Regards,
Mary Kavanagh

The Garda Soccer Team who won the Civil Service Cup in Dalymount Park
(circa. 1961-62). Back Row (l-r): Denis Naughton, Paddy Power, Tom Reeves,
Paul Kavanagh, Joe Coggins and Chris Godkin; Front Row (l-r): T. Flynn,
Robin Nolan, Paddy Coffey (Captain), K. Murphy and George Oliver. (Photo
courtesy of George Oliver).
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TIME TO TAKE ACTION ON PENSION RESTORATION
Dear Editor,
According to the Italian proverb, ‘When a man deceives me once, it is his fault; when twice, it is mine’. This is exactly what is
happening in relation to Public Sector Pension Restoration (PSPR) including the pensions of GSRMA members.
In July 2017, the Government and the public sector unions agreed a new pay agreement – Public Service Stability
Agreement (PSSA) 2018 to 2020 – which set out a roadmap for future pay increases. It also provided for pension restoration
for members who retired post 29 February 2012 and up to 1 July2017.
Restoration was due to commence on 1 January 2018. The pay element for serving public servants kicked in as agreed, but
pension restoration has not. If that was not bad enough, there is no provision in this agreement to restore substantial financial
losses in pensions accrued through the application of the Public Service Pension Deduction (PSPD) during the so-called
‘austerity years’.
This loss amounted to several thousand euros and affects all retired members’ and widows’. Furthermore, the government
through the agreement gave a commitment to restore equity in members’ pension, albeit incrementally, (5.75%) from 1 January
2018 to 21 December 2020.
To date they have not honoured their first part of this commitment to increase pensions by1% from 1 January 2018 and,
what must be of further concern to retired members’ will they do the same in respect of a further pension increase (1%) due on
1 October 2018.
Consider the recent High Court case of hospital consultants, who successfully sued the government for breach of contract
and were awarded restoration of their salaries (including pensions) along with restoration of loss of income (€200 million)
over the critical period from 2010 to 2018. A further €60 million is to be budgeted for future increases.
Why are there different rules for one category of retirees in the public service and not for others? While I accept our
(GSRMA) membership is small in comparison to the wider retired public service, the impact of the pension cuts are hitting
hardest those on the lower grades, including retired Gardaí, widows, and those families existing on a single pension.
Our branch is strongly of the view that as the GSRMA is aligned to the Alliance of Retired Public Servants, it is time for this
group (on our behalf) to arm up and fight by every means this injustice. If not, the fault will be ours.
If no action is taken the precedent will exist for government to introduce, by stealth, further changes that will erode the value
of pensions and break the existing parity link with serving colleagues. This would be a serious development as future increases
would be linked to the Consumer Price Index.
Yours Sincerely,
Joe Dirwan,
Monaghan Branch Chairman

WEBSITE WINNER SCOOPS €50

Congratulations to Jimmy Burke (17946K) from the Thurles Branch who is
our latest Website Winner and receives €50.
Make sure you have registered on our GSRMA website to be in with a chance to win €50
in the next issue.
Simply log on to www.gardareretired.com and follow the links.
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ISSUES CLARIFIED ON SHOOTING OF LEA WILSON
Dear Editor,
I was given a copy of ‘Siochain’ (Spring 2018) from an ex-member of An
Garda Síochána. He knew I was from Wexford and would be interested in the
article by Tom Millar concerning the shooting of DI Lea Wilson.
With respect there are some errors in this article. Tom says that Wilson
was shot by the Cairo Gang. This is not true as the Cairo Gang were British
agents. They were called the Cairo Gang because they were suspected of
meeting in the Cairo Café. They were a law unto themselves and lived in
lodgings around the city. They were attached to F/Coy ADRIC.
An example of their ‘work’ was the shooting of Sean Treacy. Treacy was
injured in a shoot-out with them and was lying on his back on the ground
when a man came out from Varian’s brush factory with some sacking to put
under his head.
There was a Cairo man standing over Treacy with a gun in his hand. The
man with the sacking was asked what he was doing and was told to stand
back and as he did the Cairo man fired two shots into Treacy’s head. The RIC
Chief Constable, by the name of Byrne, was sacked because he did not go
along with their actions.
There is no doubt that Michael Collins’ men shot Wilson. Wilson showed
no mercy to the men who had surrendered to him after the Easter Rising.
These men were kept out overnight in the open without food or shelter.
They were cold, hungry, dirty and afraid. Tom Clarke was an old sick man
and this man Wilson reserved his harshest punishment for him. St George
said that ‘an injured man is no one’s enemy’, but Wilson never heard it.
The Doyle farm where the getaway car was hidden was known as Doyle’s
of the Piers. They were a Republican family and were watched by the RIC
in Killanne. One RIC man in particular by the name of Peter Pinkeye was
District Inspector Lea Wilson was 33 years of
seeing Kitty Foy who worked in the Minister’s house in Shambo.
age when he met his death near the railway
The journey to Shambo from Killanne took Pinkeye by Doyle’s gate and
bridge on the Ballycanew road in Gorey
he killed two birds with one stone when he went to see his loved one. The
(Photo courtesy of Jim Herlihy).
ADRIC came and failed to find the car. The same group came sometime
afterwards with Pinkeye at the helm and burned anything that was burnable
in Doyle’s farm.
I don’t know what happened to Pinkeye and if he married Kitty or not, but I never heard of any young Pinkeye’s lining out
for Wexford.
N.B. Some of Collins’ best gunmen became senior officers in the Civic Guards until Dev’s purge in the early 30s.
I hope this is of some interest.
Regards,
Pat Kavanagh
Dublin South Branch
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POSTER ‘PROTESTS’ IN BREACH OF LAWS
Dear Editor,
Throughout the referendum campaign we were subjected to horrific graphic imagery. These images, prominently displayed in
public places such as schools and hospitals, traumatised so many, including my own child.
And the Irish Centre for BioEthical Reform (ICBR), which is responsible for these despicable “protests”, has made it clear it
has have no intention of stopping.
Section 7 of the Public Order Act states that “it shall be an offence for any person in a public place to distribute or display
any writing, sign or visible representation which is threatening, abusive, insulting or obscene with intent to provoke a breach of
the peace or being reckless as to whether a breach of the peace may be occasioned”.
However, little or no action is taken to remove the posters or detain any of the ICBR members. At the moment it falls to
members of the public to protect each other against the traumatising images.
This is clearly unsustainable and surely not how our laws should be enacted. We expect the DPP to step up, ensure Section 7
is effectively enforced, and start protecting the Irish people. Margaret McCarthy, Co Cork
Yours sincerely,
Margaret McCarthy,
Co Cork.

This letter was first published in the ‘Sunday Independent’ on 1 July 2018.

NO OFFENCE
Dear Editor,
I refer to the letter headed ‘Poster protests in breach of laws’ (Sunday Independent, 1 July). I was a serving member of An
Garda Síochána based in Dublin city centre, circa 1997. The public display of these graphic images was a regular occurrence in
the city centre.
Following a complaint from a member of the public who found the images offensive, Section 7 of the Public Order Act was
indeed invoked and a number of the images were seized and arrests made.
A file was forwarded to the DPP. However, as the word “offensive” does not feature in Section 7, we were directed to return
said images and no prosecutions ensued.
Tony O’Connor (Retired Garda Sgt),
Maynooth, Co. Kildare
(Kildare North Branch)

First published in the ‘Sunday Independent’ on 8 July 2018, from Tony O’Connor (Kildare North Branch)
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GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO STEP UP ON PENSION AND
GRATUITY ARREARS
Dear Editor,
On 18 August 2017 the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issued a clarification that certain post-29 February
2012 Public Service retirees would receive pension increases (or more correctly pension restoration) in line with pay increases
received by their peers currently in employment in accordance with the terms of the Collective Agreement.
This was because those people had retired on reduced pensions and gratuities. DEPER Circulars 20/2017 and 2/2018 set out
the levels of gradual and incremental pension restoration up to 1 October 2020. Credit is due to our General Secretary, Central
Committee and to The Alliance of Public Servants for continuing to
pursue this important issue.
However, these Circulars do not address the issue of arrears of lost
pensions and gratuities for this significant group of retired Public
Servants including GSRMA members.
When pay was cut on 1 January 2010, by virtue of the Financial
Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009, grace periods were
introduced allowing public servants to retire on their full pensions and
gratuities without taking into account the pay cut.
So, when we were in the middle of the worst financial emergency
this country has ever seen, there was (thankfully) no loss of pension or
gratuity. And now that the financial emergency is over our members
are still being penalised because of a random (extended) guillotine
eventually brought down on 29 February 2012.
When pay and allowances were reduced on 1 January 2010 for employees, the knock-on effect for this group of future
retirees was a full corresponding reduction in both pensions and gratuities.
Now that pensions are being (gradually) restored there is no reason why arrears of pensions and lump sum gratuities should
not similarly be repaid to those who had them reduced in one fell swoop upon retirement after 29 February 2012.
Another anomaly, depending on your date of retirement, relates to rent allowance. Labour Court ‘Ad Hoc’ Recommendation
CD/16/321 was issued on 3 November 2016. This was as a result of the GRA and AGSI securing this recommendation which
was then accepted by Government. One of the Court’s recommendations was an increase by €500 of rent allowance from 1
January 2017.
Rent allowance is a pensionable allowance. Pensioners who retired prior to1 January 2017 should benefit from this increase
also. After all, in addition to that pay cut on 1 January 2010 there was a 5% cut on fixed allowances, the most common and one
of the largest of which is rent allowance. This rent allowance increase should now be paid to pensioners with retrospectivity to
those retirees who had their rent allowance cut back in 2010.
I know that following on from motions at our Annual Delegate Conference last June the Central Committee will continue to
pursue these claims in the interest of fairness and parity. It is time for the Government to respond in a similar ilk.
Willie Gleeson,
Cork City Branch
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GARDAÍ NEED TO RESORT TO ACTION BEYOND TALKING
Dear Editor,
In response to Alan Bailey’s letter to the Editor in the summer issue of ‘Siochain’, I would like to make the following comment
on why, in my opinion, Gardaí sometimes have to resort to action beyond talking.
I absolutely respect Alan’s point of view and his regret at having taken part in the so called “Blue Flu” and I agree, it would
be better for An Garda Síochána if its members didn’t have to be involved in any kind of industrial action.
But when they do, it is expected and rightly so, that it be the sole decision of individual members to support or not to
support any suggested or actual action and bullying others to take part is an unacceptable form of communication. I also agree
that the silence of management and Garda associations during some of the most recent unfortunate revelations, was indeed
disappointing.
Anyway, from my memory, the blue flu event started out as a suggestion which I and many others thought would not become
a blueprint for industrial action. However, the suggestion quickly mushroomed and did evolve into a plan which was supported
by huge numbers of disillusioned Gardaí and their equally disillusioned representative association.
Meanwhile, our political masters continued to take full and unfair advantage of the exclusion of Gardaí from union
representation and they routinely ignored attempts by Garda representatives to improve the lot for those they represented.
STOP CUTTING GARDA SALARIES
Unbelievably, the biggest struggle Gardaí had to undertake in recent years has been to challenge and try to stop government’s
persistent cutting of Garda salaries, allowances and pensions. This continuous cutting and refusal to discuss the cuts, made it
impossible for members of An Garda Síochána to remain passive all the time. Regrettably, to threaten and to pursue honest
industrial action becomes an inevitable and just consequence of that neglect and exclusion by government.
The European Committee of Social Rights stated, that to withdraw labour is a right and represents the most effective means
to achieve a favourable result from a bargaining process. That is an abridged account of a much larger statement. The Council of
Europe endorsed that right, but our state ignored it.
Our state also continues to disallow Gardaí access to state industrial relations mechanisms. In negotiations and agreements
with the state, third party industrial relations involvement would probably make it more difficult for government to renege on
those agreements.
To-date, the government has breached all agreements ever made with Gardaí and habitually, refuse to meet with them. This
impertinent behaviour by government only succeeds in sapping the last remnants of what used to be morale! “Is that fair? I don’t
think so!”
It is also unfair and disrespectful, that members injured, in the course of their duty, have no rights as victims, as though they
were acceptable peripheral damage. There are more than 12 reported injuries to Gardaí every week. It is well known though that
the true number is closer to 20; the difference unreported, but who cares? The Gardaí and their families and friends certainly do!
RESORTING TO INDUSTRIAL DISRUPTION
Since the foundation of the State, it could be counted on one hand the number of times officers took part in any form of
industrial action. Garda associations would not countenance disruption until such time as all talks had failed and ended.
Garda negotiators were constantly taken on exhaustive merry go-rounds by department negotiators and, as expected
eventually and predictably, the talks would break down. Only then and as a last resort, would Gardaí, having given lots of notice
of their intention, resort to industrial disruption.
This rare action is distasteful to Gardaí and is never taken lightly, but when the talking fails, they either pack their bags and sit
back, or take the dispute to another legal level. “What would you do?”
In 1960, pay, living and working conditions endured by Gardaí were described as nothing short of archaic! In 1961, following
long and sometimes humiliating talks and many threats from politicians and even their own senior officers, Gardaí were offered
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a pay rise, unfortunately, with a sting in the tail.
The sting, unbelievably, was that the pay rise on offer, only applied to members with five or more years’ service. This had
the effect of excluding more than 4,000 junior members from the deal. Divide and conquer seemed to have been the devious
plan.
Talks followed, but as predicted, negotiators failed to convince government to extend the discriminatory pay rise to all
members. Gardaí were backed into a corner and negotiations ended.
Officers then arranged meetings to take place throughout the city to discuss a plan of action. Under serious and defined threats
from the commissioner and government, including dismissal for any member who played a part in organising any meeting,
Gardaí attended the banned gatherings in large numbers.
The largest meeting took place at the Macushla Ballroom. The government and the Garda authorities were aghast at what
they referred to as gross indiscipline and they reacted accordingly. They were happy to allow the most important ingredient in
any police force – the front line – to continue languishing in their archaic deprivation.
TRUST IS A TWO-WAY THING
As Gardaí entered the ballroom, their names were demanded by a number of senior officers standing at the entrance. Some of
those officers, mainly inspectors, didn’t want to be there. They told Gardaí that they were ordered to do this distasteful work by
their new commissioner – Mr Daniel Costigan (a civilian appointed from the civil service) – the Minister for Justice, Charles
Haughey TD.
The government threats were carried out with heartless haste. Eleven of the organisers were dismissed from the Force and
167 officers were each fined £10 (more than two weeks’ salary) and, if that wasn’t ruthless enough, they were transferred to
country stations as well.
All officers who attended the meeting at the Macushla knew the risks, but they bravely supported the just action anyway.
They also knew that there was no other way to sort out this callous neglect by government and senior Garda management
either. Gardaí were exhausted talking. The state had forgotten that trust is a two-way thing.
That was 1951 and lots of hard earned improvements were achieved in the intervening years but Gardaí are still made to leap
through hoops to achieve even the smallest of claims. Sadly, fair play is a fairy tale.
The 11 brave officers were reinstated following intervention by the Archbishop of Dublin. However, humiliation didn’t
end there. The 11 officers were coerced by the Justice Minister and the Garda Commissioner to re-apply for membership of
An Garda Síochána and to promise that they would not engage in any further acts of indiscipline. If Gardaí packed their bags
without a whimper each time the state said boo to them, we would be still languishing in archaic deprivation!
CONCERNS IN THE PIPELINE
Finally, and I hear you sighing with relief at hearing that end word; anyway, I don’t accept that the trust and confidence in An
Garda Síochána was damaged in any way by what its members did on 1 May 1998.
My experience, which was also the experience of most other members following the so called ‘Blue Flu’, was that of
continued very vocal support and encouragement from the public.
Unfortunately, there was condemnation too, very little though and mostly from those who openly don’t support the Gardaí
anyway, no matter what they do.
There are many other concerns for Gardaí in the pipeline, including GSOC powers, body cameras, pepper spray, new
uniforms, (uniform and white shirts, what an embarrassing contradiction) and lots more.
I wish them well in their pursuits.
Thank you and Best Wishes
Nick Cunningham,
Meath Branch
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FOCUS ON FINDING PHOTOS OF DECEASED MEMBER
Dear Editor,
I have received a request from a retired member in Dundalk, who is trying to locate any Garda photos of a deceased retired
member.
The deceased member is Michael Corway who spent most of his service in Donnybrook, Dublin Metropolitan Area (DMA
as it was then known).
If by chance anyone has such a photograph or knows where we can source such a photograph, please email pagdonnelly@
gmail.com. It would be much appreciated.
Yours sincerely,
Pat Donnelly,
Dundalk Branch Secretary
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LOWDOWN
ON FREEDOM
OF LIMERICK
CERTIFICATES
The Freedom of Limerick City and County has been awarded posthumously to the late
Detective Garda Jerry McCabe, who was shot dead by the IRA, and retired Detective Garda
Ben O’Sullivan, who was shot and seriously injured, for their courage and bravery in foiling
a post office robbery in the Limerick village of Adare in June 1996.

T

he Freedom of Limerick City and County was
conferred on retired Detective Garda Ben O’Sullivan
and posthumously to his former colleague and lifelong
friend Detective Garda Jerry McCabe, at a special
ceremony on Thursday 28 June 2018 – 22 years after that
fateful day in the village of Adare, Co. Limerick in June
1996.
Jerry McCabe was shot dead by the IRA in a post office
robbery while Ben O’Sullivan was shot and seriously
injured in the attack. The freedom of Limerick is the
highest honour that can be bestowed by the citizens of
the city on those who have made an exceptional and
unique contribution to the community.
This was indeed a special ceremony at the Istabraq Hall
in Limerick City and County Corporate Headquarters on
Merchants Quay in the city.
It was an honour for GSRMA President Matt Givens
and General Secretary Paschal Feeney to be among the
invited guests to witness this historic event. It was a
powerful and touching evening full of memories, many
sad with lots of emotions grief, joy and gratitude.
A sincere gratitude to the people of Limerick for
recognising the sacrifice paid by Jerry and Ben, in
upholding the law and defending the people of Limerick.
Limerick City and County Chief Executive Conn Murray
read aloud the text of the Scroll of Freedom, which was
followed by the Mayor of Limerick Cllr Stephen Keary
presenting the ceremonial documents to Ben O’Sullivan
and to Anne McCabe on behalf of her late husband Jerry.
AN EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION
Mayor Keary spoke of the privilege to confer the title of
Freedom of Limerick on “these two fine men”, adding
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Anne McCabe and Ben O’Sullivan pictured prior to the
presentation of the certificates on 28 June 2018, which
bestowed the Freedom of Limerick to the late Detective
Jerry McCabe and retired Detective Ben O’Sullivan.
that “this honour is reserved for those who have made
exceptional and unique contributions and they certainly
have”.

“Jerry gave his life and Ben, who was
seriously injured, thankfully made a great
recovery. That terrible incident shocked the
whole of Limerick and Ireland, with the
revulsion people felt when they woke to
hear the news that two men – detectives,
husbands, fathers – were shot while doing
their job,” he added.
Upon accepting the award Ben
O’Sullivan said: “I’m lucky enough to be
with you here this evening. I was lucky
to escape with my life. People said at the
time that I was invincible but that is totally
inaccurate. If I had been shot in the same
places as Jerry was, I would be with Jerry
today.
“Both Jerry and I held each other in
such high esteem. We entered the Gardaí
at the same time, and progressed through
GSRMA President Matt Givens, Anne McCabe and General Secretary
the ranks together until that fateful day in
Paschal Feeney.
1996. My family didn’t have to suffer what
Jerry’s family did, but it was a struggle and
was changed forever for me and for my young family.
I recovered. I am humbled with being conferred with the
The well recognised symptoms of emotional trauma
Honorary Freedom of Limerick.
affected all of us. – eating and sleeping disturbances,
“Jerry deserves to be adored; I deserve to be
low energy, depression, spontaneous crying, despair and
remembered. Jerry paid the ultimate sacrifice”. Ben
hopelessness, anxiety, irritability, anger and resentment,
reminisced about some of the times he and Jerry served
emotional numbness, withdrawal from normal routines,
together in a highly emotional speech. On conclusion
decreased ability to concentrate, sudden floods pf
there was rapturous and sustained applause for him.
emotions related to the awful murder.
“During those dark and awful days I received
LIFE TURNED UPSIDE DOWN
tremendous support and encouragement from my family,
Anne McCabe, on accepting the award on behalf of her
from my neighbours and friends, from An Garda Síochána
late husband Jerry, said: “My family and I are delighted
and greatly honoured to celebrate the conferring of this
title on my late husband. The experience we are enjoying
as we come to understand and appreciate the high
esteem and great regard the community of Limerick have
for Jerry and Ben.
“My husband Jerry died for Ireland. It was not his
choice. I would hope we would reflect not on the way
Jerry died, but on the way he lived – a life dedicated to
his much cherished family, total commitment to his duties
as a member of the Special Branch of An Garda Síochána
and a willingness to help anybody in the community.
“Twenty two years ago my life and the lives of my
five children were literally turned upside down. A few
minutes before 7am on 7 June 1996 Jerry and Ben were
ambushed by six criminals on Main Street in Adare. These
men who set out to rob and kill to show how much they
Pictured at the signing of the certificate on 28 June
cared for Ireland and its people – they claimed to be
2018 (l-r): Conn Murray, Chief Executive, Limerick City
patriots.
and County Council; Anne McCabe; retired Detective
“The car in which Ben and Jerry were sitting was
Ben O’Sullivan, and Mayor of Limerick Cllr Stephen
raked by a blitz of high velocity bullets – Jerry was killed
Keary (who had presented the ceremonial documents
instantly, when he was shot in the back. Ben was hit by
to Ben O’Sullivan and to Anne McCabe on behalf of her
11 bullets, but miraculously he survived.
late husband Jerry).
“In the days and weeks and months that followed life
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On 13 June 2018 the proposal as adopted by
Limerick City Council is reproduced below:
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I hereby certify that the following is a true extract
from the Minutes of Special Meeting of Limerick
City and County Council held on 13 June, 2018:

GSRMA member and organiser Pat Kearney, President
Matt Givens and General Secretary Paschal Feeney.
and from the general public – particularly the great
community of people in Limerick City.”

Road

KIND-HEARTED INSTITUTIONS
Anne spoke of kind-hearted institutions in the years that
followed, such as Rockwell College; John Jay College
in New York, Aras an Uachtaráin; Templemore Garda
College, Adare Catholic Church, University Concert Hall
Washington, Na Piarsaigh Golfing Society, Peace Institute
Dublin, all of whom honoured Jerry’s memory with
awards. Likewise Limerick County Council commissioned
a magnificent plaque, which was designed by Una Heaton
and erected at the Garda Station in Adare.
In a highly charged and exceptionally well-delivered
address Anne went on to outline the many events in
Jerry’s life and following his murder. She said that the
award of the Freedom of Limerick to Jerry and Ben will
rate as the greatest event and honour experienced by her
and her family over the past 22 years.
Anne spoke of Jerry, the family man, and recalled and
shared many stories with the gathering. In her concluding
remarks, she said: “I think Ben is making history today as
he has already been awarded two Scott Gold medals, and
the conferring of the Freedom of Limerick on him today
places him in a special and niche place in history. Well
done Ben and family.”
‘A PART OF IRELAND DIED’
She then read a poem entitled ‘A Part of Ireland Died’.
Somebody killed a Garda today and
A part of Ireland died
A piece of our country he swore to protect
Will be buried with him at his side
The suspect who shot him will stand
Up in Court
With counsel demanding his rights,

“It was proposed by Councillor Michael Hourigan,
seconded by Councillor Michael Collins and
unanimously agreed that the Honorary Freedom of
Limerick be conferred on retired Detective Garda
Ben O’Sullivan and posthumously on Detective
Garda Jerry McCabe (RIP), in recognition of
their bravery in the carrying out of their duties on
behalf of the people of Limerick and Ireland
and as a token of the high esteem and affection in
which they are held by the people of Limerick “ .
	
  
Signed  
  
  
DATE  

	
  
  

  

Michael O’Riordan, GSRMA Limerick and Central
Committee; GSRMA President Matt Givens and General
Secretary Paschal Feeney.
While a young widowed mother must
Work for her kids,
And spend many long, lonely nights,
The beat that he walked was a
Battlefield too,
Just as if he’d gone off to war.
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The flag of our nation will fly at half mast,
To his name they will add a gold star.
Yes, somebody killed at Garda today,
In your town or mine
While we slept in comfort behind our locked
Doors,
A garda put his life
on the line
Now his ghost
walks a beat on a
dark city street,
And he stands at
each new recruit’s
side
He answered the
call, of himself
gave it all
And a part of
Ireland died.
FREEDOM OF
LIMERICK TO BE
TREASURED
“My husband Jerry
died for Ireland, it
was his choice. I
would hope that
we would reflect
NOT on the way
Jerry died, but on
the way he lived –
a life dedicated to
his much cherished
family, total
commitment to his
duties.
Though born in
Kerry, Jerry loved
Limerick and its
people and its
characters, and he
knew most of them
and they loved
him, as evidenced
by the thousands
who attended his
funeral service over
two days back in
June 1996.
“We shall
forever treasure this
beautiful Freedom
of Limerick
Certificate. It shall
be displayed in a
prominent place

in our home so that each day we are reminded of the
magnificent tribute afforded today to jerry and Ben.”
Again rapturous sustained applause echoed throughout
the chamber as Anne finished this powerful address,
which concluded the formalities.
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Call today to see how we can help lower your distribution costs.
Telephone: +353 1 4242300
Email: info@reynoldslogistics.ie
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TRIP TO NORTHERN IRELAND
On Sunday 27 May a group boarded a coach in
Dublin to spend four nights in Northern Ireland at
The Armagh City Hotel – an excellent hotel that
provided very comfortable rooms and fantastic food
and a warm welcome upon arrival.
Monday morning started with a guided tour of Belfast.
This was of great interest to our members and was a great
opportunity to see the murals on the walls of the Falls
Road, The Divis Flats between The Falls and Shankill roads
and to get some of the history of what it was like to live
and work there during the Troubles.
The top floor of the Divis Flats was an observation post
for the British Army in the 1970s. We also paid a visit
to the lovely Clonard Monastery just off the Falls Road
(dedicated to Christ the Redeemer) and a place of worship
for the Catholic community. A visit to the shops in the
afternoon was also a must.
On our second day in Belfast we had a tour of the
Crumlin Road Gaol, affectionately known in the area as
the ‘Crum’. Our guide was excellent and gave us so much
information. There is a tunnel under the road, which
connects the courthouse on the opposite side, and this
enabled prisoners to be transferred over and back.
The location of the gallows most certainly is grim and
you could not but feel pity for those poor unfortunates
whose lives ended there.
The last execution was in 1961, so not that long ago,
certainly in our time. The gaol, which closed in 1996,
reopened as a tourist attraction in 2012. The overall
consensus was that it is most definitely worth a visit.

Group members pictured outside Crumlin Road Gaol
– affectionately known in the area as the ‘Crum’.

Our afternoon visit was to The Titanic Exhibition, a
monument to Belfast’s maritime heritage on the site of
the former Harland and Wolff shipyard where the famous
Titanic was built, and where she began her maiden
voyage on 10 April 1912.
On Wednesday morning we left our hotel in glorious
sunshine for The Giants Causeway. Steeped in myth and
legend, it was declared a World Heritage Site in 1986, and
when you see the hexagonal stones and beauty of the
area it is easy to understand why.
The story of the giants Finn MacCool and his rival
Benandonner is fascinating to all ages. As we drove back
to our hotel we marveled at the scenic beauty of the area,
the Carrick-A-Rede (red rope bridge) was viewed from a
distance and the green Glens of Antrim were looking their
best. A stop for a short break in lovely Carnlough Bay was
most enjoyable.
On our final morning a visit to Saint Patrick’s Cathedral
was a must – a superb Neo-Gothic building, upon which
the foundation stone was laid on Saint Patrick’s Day in
1840. The dedication took place in 1873 and this amazing
Cathedral is steeped in history and has been a place of
worship ever since.
We had such a wonderful few days in Armagh and
the surrounding areas, and our driver/guide made it even
more interesting and gave us a brief history on our travels
which was most appreciated.
As we made our way homewards everyone had great
memories of an action-packed and very successful trip
northwards.

Pictured (l-r): Frank Harding, Pat Garvey, Eddie Geraghty and
Noel Vizzard with Gerry Lovett in the ‘stocks’.
Síocháin 65

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS

Pictured (l-r): Carmel Crowley, Brigid Mulligan, Maureen
Reilly, Margaret Donegan and Noel Vizzard.

Group members pictured during their short but very
enjoyable break in Carnlough Bay.

UPCOMING OUTINGS – DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Late Autumn
Break in
Ennistymon
Why not join us for
an amazing fournight autumn break
at The Falls Hotel
and Spa, Ennistymon
in the beautiful
county of Clare from
4 to 8 November.
This amazing value
getaway break includes
dinner, B&B, evening
entertainment and
much more.
We have secured
a superb deal for this
lovely four-star hotel set in an ideal location. The cost is
only €215 per person, no single supplement, but there’s
very limited availability on single rooms and they will be
allocated on a strictly first-come basis. The pick-up is from
and to Ennis train station.
With just a few spaces available, bookings
must be made by Friday 5 October, so please book
by contacting Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank
Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679, or Michael O’Riordan on
086-8177985.

January Getaway to Westport
Next year we will be heading west once again for our
ever-popular break to The Westport Woods Hotel on

21 January
2019 for four
nights’ dinner,
B&B, evening
entertainment
and much more.
Why not
join our group
and get away
from those long
January days to
have some rest
and relaxation
after the busy
Christmas period.
The package
include full
leisure facilities, a
day trip, a gala Christmas dinner, cookery demonstration,
indoor bowls and bingo, to name some of the activities
on offer. The cost is only €205 per person, no single
supplement, but there’s limited availability.
Once again we will have our talent competition! And
in addition to our perpetual trophy, please note that our
2019 winner will receive a professional recording of their
music/poetry sponsored by Penny Lane Recording Studios,
Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
So, it’s now time to get practicing as this is a fantastic
prize and we look forward to welcoming members of all
ages to participate.
For bookings please phone Marie Roche on 0860854654, Frank Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679, or Michael
O’Riordan on 086-8177985.
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2019 Cruise from Dublin
This cruise needs to be booked by 31 October 2018 to avail of the advertised price. Contact McGinleys to book. A
deposit of €250 per person is required.

€100

Discount

*applies to cur
rent GSRMA
Members, simply
quote
membership no
.

CRUISE.COM

“NO FLY” CRUISING FROM DUBLIN

Iceland, Faroes & Land of the Northern Lights
12th October 2019 • Duration: 13 nights

ITINERARY:
12/10/19
13/10/19
14/10/19
15/10/19
16/10/19
16/10/19
16/10/19
17/10/19
18/10/19
19/10/19
20/10/19
21/10/19
22/10/19
23/10/19
24/10/19
25/10/19

Dublin (Ireland)
Liverpool (United Kingdom)
At Sea
Tórshavn (Faroe Islands)
Tórshavn (Faroe Islands)
Viewing Only Cruising scenic Faroes
(Faroe Islands)
Klaksvík (Faroe Islands)
At Sea
Akureyri (Iceland)
Reykjavík (Iceland)
Reykjavík (Iceland)
Reykjavík (Iceland)
At Sea
At Sea
Belfast, Northern Ireland (United Kingdom)
Dublin (Ireland)

An amazing display of purple,
blue, pink and green light dancing
across the dark sky of night, the
spectacular Aurora Borealis is on
of nature's greatest wonders. This
voyage takes you to the Faroe Islands
and Iceland, the 'Land of Fire & Ice'
where, if atmospheric conditions are
right, you have the chance to witness
the incredible Northern Lights.

Inside Cabin from €1295pp / Oceanview Cabin from €1620pp
To make a booking call
074-9135960

Licensed & Bonded

Tel: 074 91 35201
Email: jmgtravel@eircom.net
Tour Operators
No. 214

104493 JMG Travel GSRMA Group A5.indd 1

JMG Travel, Gortahork, Co. Donegal

www.jmgcruise.com
17/08/2018 09:07
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NEW CENTRAL
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS APPOINTED
Conference 2018 at Inn @ Dromoland saw the election of eight new members of the
GSRMA Central Committee for 2018 to 2021. These new members together with the
remaining seven Central Committee members shall form the Board of Management for the
Association up to Conference 2021. We wish them well.
John O’Brien
The former Detective Chief
Superintendent in An
Garda Síochána holds an
MSc Degree (Distinction)
from the University of
Leicester. He was the
National Head of Interpol
and Europol and the
Chairman of the European
Heads Europol, The Hague,
Netherlands.
He joined An Garda
Síochána in 1968, and served in 17 different centres
including Dublin, Templemore, Portlaoise, Dundalk
and Garda HQ. He was deeply involved in welfare and
representative organisations within the Force. He retired
in 2006 and pursues a career as a police and security
specialist.

Frank Fitzpatrick
The native of Monaghan Town
is a former Internal Auditor
with the International Police
Association (IPA), and he is also
a former treasurer and current
committee member of Region
4 of the IPA.
He is currently a committee
member of Bull Wall Swimmers (Snamhogas), St Anne’s
Allotments and is the former Head of Distribution Security
at Tesco Pan Ireland.
Frank is also the Welfare Representative for Dublin
North Branch (GSRMA), Chairman of GSRMA Cara
Craoibh (DNB), a committee member of GSRMA (DNB),
and has played a lead role for the Central Committee
on welfare. He is the representative on the National
Pensioners’ Federation, in addition to playing a support
role in the CC’s Social Committee.

Eamon Hession
This Mayo native joined the
Force in 1972, and served in
Dun Laoghaire, Ballyconnell,
and the Garda National
Immigration Bureau (GNIB). He
retired as Garda Sergeant in
December 2011, and has been
a member of the GSRMA Dun
Laoghaire Branch since 2012
and secretary for the past four
years.
John is an active member of Ballinteer St John’s GAA
Club, and has held various positions over the past 25
years. He holds a Diploma in Management and Industrial
Relations from the National College of Industrial Relations.

Joe Dirwan
Before his retirement in 2006
and after 41 years’ service in An
Garda Síochána, Joe was General
Secretary and Past President of the
Association of Garda Sergeants and
Inspectors (AGSI).
He is chairman of the GSRMA’s
Monaghan Branch and is a directlyelected member for Connaught/
Ulster Region on the Board of
St Paul’s Garda Medial Aid. He
looks forward to working with colleagues on the Central
Committee, and using his vast experience of negotiations
and representation for the maximum benefit of all retired
members, widows and their dependants.
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He wishes to express his thanks to colleagues in
Connaught/Ulster GSRMA for their support in his recent
election to the Central Committee.
Rita Delaney
The County Laois native joined An
Garda Síochána in 1984. She served in
‘A’ and ‘G’ Districts in DMR and also in
the Garda College, in addition to Border
duty and UN overseas duties. She retired
from Garda Headquarters.
Michael O’Riordan
He joined An Garda Síochána in April
1971, and was stationed at Store
Street, before his transfer in In January
1981 to the Garda College. In June
1983 he was transferred to Edward
Street in Limerick. Michael also
served in Roxboro Rd, Mary St and
Mayorstone in Limerick, and after 40
years’ of service, he retired from the
Force in April 2011.
A native of Feohanagh, Co. Limerick, he went to the
local national school and then to St Ita’s Secondary School
in Newcastle West. Having been involved in different
sports all his life, Michael played hurling and football with
Feohanagh/Castlemahon for many years. Feohanagh was
also the club of the late Tommy Quaid who played in the
1980 Hurling final, and also on that team was another
Feohanagh player – Johnny Flanagan.
In the 2018 hurling final Tommy’s son played in goal
while Johnny’s son, Seamus played in the full forward
position. Another member who played with Feohanagh/
Limerick/Wexford was the late Seamus Quaid.
Michael played with Noamh Mearnóg, Portmarnock
whilst serving in Dublin. When he came to Limerick he then
became involved in Mungret GAA and served as treasurer
for four years. He was involved in the AGSI in Limerick for
25 years, where he served on the National Executive for
nine years and six of those as National Treasurer, and also
served a further two years as Trustee.
Michael has been a member of the Munster Supporters’
Club for the past 18 years, and has been all over Europe
and attended 95% of all European Cup matches, both
home and away during those years. He is looking forward
to the new season. Michael is also a member of Adare
Manor Golf Club. He has served for a number of years as
secretary of the Limerick branch of the IPA.
Michael Lewis
This native of Dublin Pike Cork joined An Garda Síochána in
1972, and served in Abbeyleix, Birr, Cork City and Fermoy.
He spent 25 years in the Detective Branch before he retired
as Detective Sergeant in Fermoy in 2006. Michael is married
with two children and two grandchildren.

Following his retirement he
worked in St Paul’s Garda Credit
Union and also completed a BCL
(Hons) degree at UCC. Michael is
now an avid walker and over the
last seven years he has completed
the Camino Francaise and most
of the Camino Norde, which he
hopes to complete this year. This
has been done in the company of
three former colleagues.
Michael Coleman
Retired Garda Superintendent
first joined the Force in 1967, and
served in Longford, DMR South
Central, Garda HQ (Crime Branch),
Pearse Street, Harcourt Terrace,
Castleblayney, Dun Laoghaire, Garda
HQ (Personnel Section), Crumlin
DMR South, Roscommon, Sarajevo in
Bosnia, Garda HQ (Logistics), Brussels,
Garda HQ (Finance), Director of the
Juvenile Diversion Programme, Community Relations and
Harcourt Square.
Michael retired in 2006 to serve in a police reform project
with the German State of Brandenburg in Macedonia
(FYROM). Married with four children and seven grandchildren he has resided in Templeogue, Dublin 6W, for the
past 40 years.
In 1981 he graduated from University College Dublin
(UCD) with a Bachelor of Commerce, followed by a
Masters’ Degree in Public Administration in 1989. He also
holds a Diploma in Computer Studies from Tallaght IT, from
1999.
He has been elected to the Board of St Paul’s Garda
Medical Aid Society for Dublin City and County for 20152020. Michael has also been elected to the Board of the
Garda Benevolent Trust Fund (2018-2021).
He served a one-year term (1988/89) as a police adviser
with the UN in Sarajevo in Bosnia, with the EU Council
Secretariat from 2001 to 2004 and the EU Commission in
Macedonia from 2006 to 2007.
SERVICE AND COMMITMENT
On extending his best wishes for the future the Central
Committee members stepping down, Paschal Feeney,
GSRMA General Secretary, thanked them for their service
and commitment to GSRMA over the past number of years.
“I wish each and every one good health and happiness
in the years ahead. They are Matt Cosgrave (Dublin North)
Noel O’Sullivan (Dublin North); Frank Timoney (Dublin
West); Padraic Costello (Dunlaoghaire); John Kelly (Dublin
South); Pat Lehane (Killarney/Caherciveen) TimBowe
(Cork City) and Noel Campbell (Castlebar),” he noted in
conclusion.
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THE NEWSAGENT
By Bill Kelly GSRMA Dublin North Branch
Fourth Runner-Up in 2017 GSRMA Short Story Competition

A

lbert caught Jimmy Wilson stealing cigarettes.
in a library, surrounded by fine thoughts, but it wouldn’t
Instead of calling the police he brought him into the
have been complete. Newspapers, whatever their
storeroom. “Take anything you like. If you think it will
shortcomings, were of the moment.
make your life better, just take it and go.” Jimmy was
Albert sold more papers than any of the competition.
sixteen and he stood there looking sheepishly at the floor. The distributors wondered why, but they never knew.
There was an eternity of silence before Albert said, “Do
You would have to be a customer to understand. Bleep
you want a job?”
Moran came in, he was in a hurry, as usual. Bleep suffered
That was how they came together. In that brief instant
from headaches, possibly for the same reason that he was
Albert knew it was the right thing to do. George Carroll
known as Bleep, the ever-bleeping pager hanging from
thought it a bad idea. “You’re going soft Albert, the lad
his belt.
is a thief, it’s common knowledge he dabbles in drugs.
“Read an interesting bit today about headaches,”
You’re looking for trouble, you’re a fatalist.” Albert
Albert told him. Bleep hadn’t wanted a paper, but he
pondered a while.
left the shop with one. Albert felt good; when you knew
“Perhaps I am a fatalist, George, but not in the way
enough about people there was much you could do with
you mean it. It is my opinion that things happen by
them. And yet he wondered how petty his own thinking
unavoidable necessity, the good as well as the bad. James
might be. It wasn’t the sale of a newspaper, no, it was the
has a map, a life plan, just as you and I do. What happens extension of knowledge, however minute.
could never be otherwise. Every event in life is a keystone,
“We’re running low on cigarettes, Mr Hughes.” Albert
one missing, all fall.”
wrote a note and stuck it to the till. Jimmy went back to
That a man’s
life could be
confined to a
space 14x30
feet, that this
could be the
hub of one’s
existence,
was in itself
frightening.
And yet, it was
the newspapers
that came in
in bundles
and went out
one by one
that made
this place a
microcosm and
a macrocosm all
in one.
Bread was
food. News,
opinions, ideas,
that was life.
Albert would
Dublin North Branch member Bill Kelly, who followed up on his 2016 win in the Short Story
have been
Competition, with a runner-up place last year. He was presented with his prize by GSRMA President
happy working Matt Cosgrave and Acting Commissioner Dónall Ó Cualáin at Dublin’s Skylon Hotel last November.
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stocktaking. He had been working for
Albert, on a part-time basis, for two
years. He was commonly known as
Jimmy, but Albert insisted on calling
him James.
“There’s a strength and a great
sense of trust in that name.” Jimmy
had no awareness of his chances in life
being enhanced by his name. He was,
however, aware that Albert was giving
him greater responsibility. He now
automatically accepted his word on
the stock, and now and then he would
leave him in charge of the shop. What
Jimmy didn’t know was that Albert
had long term plans for him.
It bothered Albert that his own
contribution to life seemed so little.
He felt that his greatest efforts
registered as nothing in the world of
achievements; there was nothing he
would leave behind to mark the fact
that he had existed. In his sixty eight
years he hadn’t done even one great thing. Still, he wasn’t
despondent, this was a harsh judgement he placed on
himself. What was a ‘great thing’?
Even the most sophisticated watch stopped when one
cog on one wheel was faulty. He felt that he should be
retired, but another awareness told him that retirement
was death. The shop was his life, it was his window on
the world. The ebb and flow of his life took place here.
The purpose in living was interaction with all things,
everything was connected. He felt, bordering on certainty,
that life was scripted. A conclusion he had arrived at
through years of deep thought.
Thought upon thought, like a heap of stones to which
he added one each day, until the rock on top, sitting on
all the others, was the definitive thought, the conclusion.
And yet, whatever his mind was, whatever any mind
was, it was just a piece of trickery. No individual thinking
process could have a monopoly on the meaning of life.
Sometimes it was easier to just sell papers, cigarettes
and sweets and watch the ant-hill world pass to and
fro before your eyes. A sort of soundless movie in slow
motion. Two seventy five, two twenty five change, thank
you. Twenty Benson and Hedges. The show motion hand
picks them from the shelf. The stupid bastard, buying
cancer. Thirty years or so ago he saw the movie Billy Liar;
Billy fantasises the destruction of those who annoy him.
At the door the youth paused, lit a cigarette and blew
up. George Carroll came in, bought the Sunday times,
and the soundless, slow motion movie ended. George
was the one man who took Albert’s mind for a walk.
“We talk and we talk,” he would say, “and we never get
anywhere and we never will, for in this dimension there is
nowhere to go.”

Years of exchanging ideas, building and expanding
their knowledge. Endless hours, with George sitting on
the ice-cream freezer, trying to hold a trend of thought,
broken by the entry of a customer. Over the door the sign
read ‘Albert Hughes Newsagent & Tobacconist’ In a way,
the sign was a misnomer. True enough, you could buy
papers, cigarettes and light groceries.
Had the sign read ‘Albert Hughes, Philosopher, it would
more accurately reflect the owner’s services. To many of
his customers, philosophy was simply a big word that
sounded like a disease. They were unaware of its potency,
but he gave it to them in small doses, much as children
take medicine soaked in lumps of sugar.
Charlie spent a lifetime backing horses. He had three
allegiances; horses, Albert’s shop and the paper with
the best racing section. Albert had long since given up
his efforts to convert Charlie from gambling. He had,
however, improved his health, by convincing him of the
benefits of fruit and vegetables.
The expanding universe was a big concept. That it was
a continuum; that it might again contract to nothingness,
before another ‘big bang’ recommenced the cycle. Where
did a humble newsagent and a chronic gambler, who
couldn’t appreciate a body’s need for fruit and vegetables,
fit into it all.
Albert watched Charlie as he walked towards the
bookies. He read the paper as he walked, a dangerous
practice. He tended to bump into people and things,
but to Charlie it was efficient; he would have made a
selection by the time he got to the shop.
A man on the end of one of the billions of strings of
the great puppeteer. He would die from some deficiency
or other; some organ would collapse from lack of
essential nutrients, greatly assisted by fags and booze.
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was closing in on George. George was happy enough
And yet life and death, as we see it, lacks all logic.
with their loose relationship and its fringe benefits, but
Does reality belong to another dimension? Neither
now she wanted more. Over four miles they worked
birth nor death can arrive before its appointed hour. As
out a possible solution. Overnight George thought on
is the piece to the jig-saw, so are we to the world. A
Albert’s advice.
tree is chopped down in a Brazilian forest and its death
At eight the next morning he headed for the shop.
circles the world in unseen waves. Jimmy came from the
In the evening he was meeting Mrs Burke, he had a few
storeroom and it broke Albert’s flow of thought.
supplementary questions for Albert. The shop was still
“James, you were very late today, what happened?
Albert had waited four hours to ask the question. “Never closed. It normally opened at seven. He went to Albert’s
house, there was no answer. He called the police. After
pat a growling dog,” he would say. “I had to go to the
dentist, my teeth” With that, Jimmy turned back into the getting no response, they forced a window and entered
the house.
storeroom, leaving Albert to pursue him with questions
They found Albert lying dead in the kitchen. His head
or back off. A red ball of sun was dipping behind the
was battered. Jimmy wasn’t at his home. Later that day
mountain.
he was picked up 50 miles away and brought back to
A shimmering shaft of light shot across the bay, as
the local station. He sat there staring at the floor. All he
if aimed at the front of the shop. Albert had an uneasy
would say was, “I never meant to do it. I had a key for
feeling, another of his gut reactions. Don’t ruin the
the house. I had to get money for a fix and he caught
evening, he thought. Pursue it some day when it’s
raining. Unpleasant confrontations and bad weather, not me in the house.”
The police, searching for evidence of next of kin,
much to spoil.
found correspondence between Albert and a legal firm
George approached as Albert was pulling down the
that he had requested to prepare papers to put the shop
shutters. “Care to walk a bit , Albert?” This had to be
in both his and Jimmy’s names, with a view to Jimmy
personal, and bigger than normal. It was George’s style.
owning it after his demise.
The shop was for philosophy, walking was for personal
Fleetwood
1 18/09/2017
09:53She
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matters. Garda
It wasjournal
all toadvert.qxp_Layout
do with Mrs Burke,
the widow.
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Friday 28 September is the deadline date to submit your entries for the Short Story
Competition 2018. The usual Terms & Conditions apply.

GSRMA SHORT STORY COMPETITION
2018 – ENTRY FORM
I wish to submit the following short story for inclusion in the GSRMA Short
Story Competition 2018.
Title: 								
Number of words: 						
I have read and agree to abide to the rules of this competition
Signed: 							
Name: (Block Capitals): 					
Registration Number: 						
Address (Block Capitals):					
								
								
Telephone:							
Mobile: 							
E-mail: 							

Return your entry accompanied with this form before 28 September 2018 to editor@gardaretired.com.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
GSRMA, in conjunction with ‘Garda Post’, has launched the Short Story Competition for the third year. ‘Garda Post’ has
generously agreed to sponsor the prize funds to a sum of €2,500. We thank them most sincerely for their continued support.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Competition is open to GSRMA Members and or their Spouses/partners ONLY.
Only one entry per person is permitted.
Entries of 2,000 (maximum) word count.
Author’s name and details should be entered on the accompanying entry form.
Scripts will not be returned, and remain the property of GSRMA thereafter authors are advised to retain a copy.
Submissions must be sent via email to editor@gardaretired.com
Closing date is 5pm on Friday 28 September 2018.
The decision of the adjudication panel is final.
The Prize Fund is €2,500 - €1,500 for first prize and thereafter €500; €300 & €200 for Runner-Up prizes.
Prize winners will be published in the ‘Winter 2018’ edition of ‘Síocháin’.
Winning entries will be published in Síocháin, while a selection of entries may also be published in future issues of the
magazine.
GSRMA Central Committee Members and their families are not eligible to enter the competition.
Competition is sponsored by Garda Post.
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REMEMBERING OUR
GUARDIANS OF THE
PEACE
Addressing this year’s Garda Memorial Day on 19 May, Church of Ireland Garda Chaplain
Archdeacon David Pierpoint said the millions of euro spent on enquiries into alleged abuse,
corruption or other aspects of An Garda Síochána, public bodies or political life could
be put towards equipping our Gardaí, nurses, teachers and other frontline services with
necessary tools, training and education to do their job.

O

n this special day we remember in order to
honour those whose lives were either taken
from them or who died in some other way in the
line of duty. It was their hope to achieve a greater
good – peace and justice for all whom they served,
but unfortunately many didn’t get that opportunity
because they died so young.
Like everyone here this afternoon, I pray that
the members of An Garda Síochána will be diligent
in their duties and above all, kept safe from all
harm as they undertake to ensure our welfare and
maintain order and peace.
Last year during the Memorial Day liturgy I
suggested, among other things, that all those in
authority both at senior level in the Force and in
government should work for the restoration of the
confidence of the citizens of this state, so that the
work of policing could be undertaken effectively
and with dignity. I fear little has been learned since
then!
Ongoing is the constant “cop bashing” we read
in the media or see on social media. When will this
stop? Let’s face it and call it as it is. Most tribunals
or enquires end up as reams of paper in folders on
shelves and little seems to come of them. They are
forgotten very quickly.
They rapidly become yesterday’s news! Yes,
justice must be seen to be done and acted upon,
but how many millions of euro will be spent
enquiring into alleged abuse, corruption or other
aspects of An Garda Síochána, other public bodies
or political life when such money could be put
towards equipping our Gardaí, nurses, teachers and
other frontline services with the necessary tools,
training and education to do their job.

Archdeacon David Pierpoint, Church of Ireland Garda Chaplain,
joins forces with Fr Joe Kennedy CP, Roman Catholic Garda
Chaplain, at an RIC/DMP Interdenominational Service.

During his address, Justice Minister Charlie Flanagan TD,
remembered and honoured all 88 members of An Garda
Síochána who died in the line of duty for the State.
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today did more than that.
They laid down their lives for colleagues,
for friends and neighbours, for family and
ultimately for country. Not many other
groups in our society can say that.
UNITED IN REMEMBRANCE
We are united in our remembrance of
them. Those we knew and respected and
those whom perhaps we didn’t know
personally but heard about. As a Christian
leader, I believe that eternal life after our
earthly death is God’s promise to all of us.
It is something we should not take for
granted, because there will come a time
when our faith will be shattered, when
things are not what they seem and when
loved ones die. When that time comes,
be assured that God is with us, Christ has
gone to prepare a place for us as I am sure
he has prepared places for those whom we
Laying the wreaths at this year’s Garda Memorial Day on 19 May in
remember and honour and pray for today.
Dublin Castle were Acting Garda Commissioner Dónall O Cualáin,
Christ has prepared a place for all of us
Minister for Justice & Equality Charlie Flanagan TD, and Matt Cosgrave,
who
believe in him. Because, He is the way,
GSRMA President).
He is the truth and He is the life, both in
this world and in the world to come.
SUPPORTING THOSE AT FRONTLINE
May those whom we honour today continue to enjoy
In our police force there are men and women, some who
their
eternal rest, and May God Bless You all this Memorial
die but more often than not, hundreds who are beaten
Day
and
into whatever your future holds. May all our
and injured in the line of duty and often whose lives are
Gardaí,
serving
and retired, be kept in safety and live in
changed because of their injuries.
peace.
Let’s all support our courageous men and women, in
whatever way we can and get back to what they all do
*Garda Memorial Day photographs courtesy of Philip
best, being guardians of the peace. It is encouraging to
Fitzpatrick.
note the proposed increase in
Garda numbers in the coming
year and going forward, but
numbers themselves won’t solve
the problem.
We have all witnessed the
diligence of the members of our
police force going about their
daily duties dealing with every
aspect of life. In general they are
good, decent and honourable
men and women who should not
be placed in difficult situations
because there is lack of resources
to enable them do their jobs
effectively and safely.
In a reading from St John’s
Gospel, Jesus told his followers
…. “Greater love has no one
than this, than to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends”. How true
that is especially within An Garda Minister for Justice & Equality Charlie Flanagan TD pictured during a Guard of
Síochána and those we honour
Hounor.
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THE THREAT OF CONSCRIPTION

IRELAND WINS
CAMPAIGN AGAINST
CONSCRIPTION
It was the threat of conscription in 1918 rather than the executions of the 1916 Rebellion
leaders that provoked the greater national outrage and provided a greater incentive and
more encouragement for the cause of Irish Independence, according to Donal J. O’Sullivan,
Tralee Branch.

F

or years very many people have believed it was the
execution of the 1916 Rebellion leaders in May 1916
which created the nationalist outrage and drove the
people into the arms of Sinn Fein and the Irish Volunteers
after that time.
However, it was the threat of Conscription in 1918
rather than the executions that provoked the greater
national outrage and provided a greater incentive and
more encouragement for the cause of Irish Independence.
On Tuesday 9 April 1918 the British Prime Minister Mr
Lloyd George introduced the Military Service Bill [1918]
designed to extend the maximum age for Conscription
from 41 to 51 years of age.
The Military Service Act of 1916 did not apply to
Ireland but Clause 2 of the new Bill [1918] stipulated: ‘The
Government, May by order in Council, extend this Act to
Ireland”. Lloyd George complained that “young men of
20 or 25 years of age in Ireland are under no obligation to
take up arms, while married men of up to 51 years of age
with families are being conscripted in England, Scotland
and Wales’.
He said this was not just or fair and he was going
to rectify the situation by extending conscription to
Ireland. When members of the Irish Party walked out of
Parliament in protest it was tantamount to endorsing the
policy of abstention already adopted by Sinn Fein. In any
case, about 100,000 Irishmen had joined the British forces
at this time in the Great War and approximately half of
them were lost as casualties.
MAJOR OPPOSITION TO CONSCRIPTION
It was generally believed that the late Earl Kitchener [a
native of North Kerry] and Field Marshal Henry Wilson [a
native of Co. Longford] had, for quite a long time, been
putting pressure on the British Government to extend
conscription to Ireland and many Irish people felt that it
would be inevitable.
There was widespread consternation in Ireland on
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Ireland’s Solemn League and Covenant Pledge 1918,
with portraits of Bishops Conference and Mansion House
Committee members.
learning about Lloyd George’s Bill which made provision
for conscription in Ireland, and almost overnight a
national anti-conscription campaign started all over the
country. It created fear and worry amongst potential
eligible men. A campaign of opposition to the proposal
started overnight.
From day one, the clergy throughout the country threw
their energy into the campaign and special protests were
organised and addressed by them after Masses and on
Sunday afternoons. There was a huge turnout for these
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meetings – in many cases the attendances were up to
1,000 persons.
On 18 April a special meeting of the Irish bishops
took place at Maynooth and they decided to support
the anti-conscription movement. The Hierarchy directed
that a special Mass be offered up in every parish in
Ireland on the following Sunday “to avert the scourge of
conscription”.
They directed the clergy to address public meetings at
which people would formally be asked to pledge their
opposition to conscription. The pledge read as follows:
‘Denying the right of the British Government to enforce
compulsory service in this country, we pledge ourselves
solemnly to one another to resist conscription by the most
effective means at our disposal’.
Priests presided over all the public meetings and the
platforms were crowded with priests, Christian brothers
and politicians. The priests administered the pledge to the
large crowds who had assembled. There was a massive
turnout at all meetings. The huge support from the clergy
guaranteed the success of the anti-conscription campaign.
On the same date on which the Hierarchy met
at Maynooth, the Nationalist politicians met at the
Mansion House where Eamon De Valera dominated the
proceedings in opposition to conscription.
NEW IMPETUS FOR IRISH VOLUNTEERS
A national one-day strike throughout the country took
place on 23 April 1918. It was organised by labour
representatives and was very successful, and trains and
other modes of transport came to a standstill. In the face
of such united opposition, it was obvious to the British
Government that conscription would not succeed in
Ireland.
As a result, the necessary Order of Council to introduce
conscription was never invoked. Never in the history of
Ireland had such united opposition ever been seen to
any proposal. The fact that the clergy and Hierarchy and
public representatives threw their weight behind the
opposition was the main reason for its success. The matter
was aggravated further by the fact that Home Rule, which
had been granted to Ireland a few years earlier, had not
come to pass.
The Irish Volunteers who had been fairly inactive since
the events of 1916 received a new impetus from the
anti-conscription campaign and demonstrated actively
in opposition to conscription. Some Volunteers were
convinced that the issue would lead to armed resistance
with the British authorities and the need to be armed if
such a situation arose. The acquisition of arms became a
priority for some.
On Saturday night 13 April 1918 – just four days after
Lloyd George’s pronouncement – the Ballymacelligott
Company [Co Kerry] of the Irish Volunteers raided the
temporary RIC Barracks at Gortatlea, Co. Kerry for
arms. Located adjacent to the railway station serving

Arthur Griffith

Éamon de Valera

John Dillon

Joseph Devlin

William O’Brien
MP (1917)

Thomas Johnson

Timothy Michael William X.
Michael Egan
Healy
O’Brien
The nine Anti-Conscription Committee members.
Castleisland on the Killarney/Tralee railway line and about
five miles from Tralee, the barracks had a strength of one
sergeant and three constables.
Tom McEllistrim [later TD] was in charge of the party of
Irish Volunteers, namely John Cronin, Maurice Carmody,
John Browne, Maurice Reidy, Richard Laide and John
Flynn. They lay in wait close to the railway line until one of
them saw Sgt Martin Boyle and Constable Fallon leaving
the barracks and going on patrol towards the railway
station.
There were two constables left in the barracks –
Constable John Considine and Michael Denning. The
Volunteers were armed with two shotguns, one revolver
and two batons. McEllistrim was the first to enter the
building and he was quickly followed by others.
ATTACK ON LOCAL BARRACKS
After a fierce hand-to-hand fight during which Constable
Denning received a number of baton blows to his head
and was bleeding profusely, the constables were lined up
at gun point against the wall with their hands up. They
removed carbines from the rack and placed them on the
table.
In the meantime, Sgt Boyle and Constable Fallon
witnessed something suspicious and returned to the
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A General Election took place and about two million people were
eligible to vote, due to votes being given to women and the separation
of the franchise from property ownership.
barracks. On looking through the doorway they saw
their colleagues being roughed up by the Volunteers.
The Sergeant had a revolver and Constable Fallon had a
carbine.
They opened fire through the doorway and mortally
wounded John Browne and Richard Laide. As the raiders
left the barracks they tried to take the injured man John
Browne with them until they came under fire and left him
behind. The RIC lifted him back into the barracks but he
died a few hours later.
The seriously injured Richard Laide was removed to a
nearby house and taken to Tralee hospital where he died
the following day Browne and Laide were sons of local
farmers. They were buried in the same grave at Rath
cemetery in Tralee. The event got very little publicity at
the time – due to all the emphasis being on the anticonscription activity.
On 14 June 1918 Sergeant Boyle and
Constable Fallon were in Tralee for a court
case relating to the attack on the barracks.
An attempt was made by Tom McEllistrim
and John Cronin to shoot them as they left
the courthouse on the public street.
Sgt Boyle escaped injury but Constable
Fallon was hit on the back and shoulder by
gunshot and had to be hospitalised. Sgt
Boyle was later promoted Head Constable
and Constable Fallon was promoted
to Sergeant. All four were awarded
the Constabulary Medal. A memorial
commemorating the attack on the barracks
was unveiled in April 2018 at Gortatlea.
An attack had taken place on Eyeries
Barracks on the Beara Peninsula on 17
March 1918 and firearms were taken.
There were no fatalities on that occasion.

The attacks on Eyeries and Gortatlea barracks
sent a very onerous message to the RIC
that the overall situation was deteriorating
and that there would most likely be further
attacks. The attack on those two barracks
were arguably the first acts in the War of
Independence.
Doors and windows were re-enforced with
bars and heavy steel shuttering with small
apertures through which rifles could protrude
to fight off an attack. Sandbags were built
up around the entrances to the Barracks and
many barracks looked like fortresses.
Doors were secured at all times and
‘passwords’ were used by the personnel.
Members no longer patrolled on their own
and resorted to carrying firearms at all times.
Some small vulnerable barracks were closed.

NATIONALIST FERVOUR GROWS
The Nationalist fervour grew in a big way during 1918
and culminated with the landslide victory for Sinn Fein in
the election. Former members of the RIC confirmed to
me that it was during that year that the attitude of the
people changed towards them and that they began to
worry about their own safety. From that period onwards it
was all ‘downhill’ for the Force during which they suffered
some awful tragedies before their disbandment in 1922.
In 1917 Sinn Fein had won four bye-elections – Eamon
De Valera in Clare; Wm T Cosgrave in Kilkenny; Count
Plunkett in Roscommon and J. McGuinness in Co.
Longford. The tragic death of Thomas Ashe, while on
hunger-strike in 1917, had also brought support for Sinn
Fein.
Another important event had taken place on 25
October 1917 when the Irish Republican Brotherhood
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(IRB), the Volunteers and Sinn Fein came together and a
first year in the decline of the RIC’s authority after almost
common policy was agreed upon by the organisations.
100 years of policing and it certainly contributed towards
The anti-conscription campaign pushed many young
the growth of Sinn Fein and the Volunteers. [The latter
men into the arms of the Volunteers and Sinn Fein. Young went on to become known as the Irish Republican Army].
men became emotionally attached to these organisations
The Anti-Conscription Campaign was the main driver in
as they provided leadership and an excellent opportunity
bringing both situations about.
for healthy
young men.
There were few
other pastimes
available.
Before the
year was out a
General Election
took place and
about two million
people were
eligible to vote,
due to votes
being given to
women and the
separation of
the franchise
from property
ownership.
Sinn Fein,
who had seven
candidates before
the election,
put forward a
big number of
candidates. The
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RETIREMENT CAN BE A
NEW LEASE OF LIFE
Trevor Laffan, Cork City Branch, has been in contact with a lot of colleagues who are
heading towards retirement and he has been surprised at those who dread the prospect
of retirement and having to ‘throw in the towel’. However, as he found out himself some
years ago, there’s a wonderful life out there beyond retirement.

I

must be missing a gene or two because I retired a
couple of years before I needed to, and I didn’t bat an
eyelid. I was looking forward to the prospect and didn’t
see the need to hang around, waiting for the letter to
arrive that would tell me to pack my bags and clear out
my desk.
It’s a personal choice, I know, and it all depends
on individual circumstances so it’s not the same for
everyone. I loved my work, particularly the time I spent in
community policing and I enjoyed what I was doing, but
after 36 years, I felt that the time was right for me to go.
Do I miss it? Absolutely not. I had a great career, but
the time came when I felt I wanted to call it a day. I
worked with some great people over the years and there
are times when I miss them and the camaraderie. But
that’s it.
I feel sorry for those who find it difficult to let go,
because there is a wonderful life waiting for them beyond
retirement. It’s probably more difficult for those who don’t
have interests outside the work place, but they shouldn’t
despair, retirement is good.
MORE TIME ON YOUR HANDS
It does take a little getting used to though, and one of
the obvious changes is that you have more time on your
hands. You don’t have to watch the clock for start times,
finish times, meetings or whatever and it’s surprising
how quickly you adapt, even after spending a lifetime
governed by a time piece.
It doesn’t take long either before you start losing track
of the days. A Monday is no different to a Wednesday or
a Friday and a Bank Holiday is no longer something to get
excited about. Every day is a holiday.
That’s how it should be. Retirement is a sign that you’ve
done your bit, paid your dues and now it is time to take
your reward and relax. But new retirees will have to get
used to being asked; ‘What are you doing with yourself
now?’ or ‘How do you pass the time?’
There is an expectation that a retired person must be
doing something. They worry that if I don’t go to work, I
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might lose my sanity, or starve to death. Apparently, I’m
not allowed to relax and enjoy myself and chilling out is
forbidden.
I know there are people who can’t sit still for five
minutes, but I’m not one of them. I’m not interested in
challenging myself, finding new horizons or breaking new
ground. I’m grand thanks, so just leave me be.
A SUNNY FUTURE AHEAD
Hopefully, as soon as I can get my wife into the same
frame of mind, I will be spending more time in a warmer
climate and less time dealing with our damp weather. I
fancy a sunny future for myself. T-shirt, shorts, flip-flops
and gin and tonics on the balcony are what I see in my
crystal ball. The only sweat to come from me will be from
the heat.
It was different in the old days. Workers quit at 65, got
their pipe and slippers and sat in their favourite chair for
a few years until they died. But that has changed because
now we’re fitter and living longer.
Life isn’t as harsh as it was back then either and we
have more medicine, pills and potions to keep us going.
Our living standards have greatly improved too and
we have more disposable income to spend on leisure
activities. We tend to have a healthier outlook on life and
look after ourselves better.
So, these days, retirement should be something to look
forward to. Or should it? Maybe these guys who don’t
want to retire know something that I don’t.
According to Age Action Ireland, retirement can have
a detrimental effect on some individuals. An increasing
number of people contacted them when they realised that
the pension wasn’t exactly what they thought it would
be and they were worried about how they were going to
survive.
For many retirees, their colleagues are often their
friends as well and so when they retire, they lose many
of those, leaving them socially isolated. For others, it
challenges their self-worth and self-confidence when they
are told that they can no longer work.

CHANGE OF CAREER

NURSING HOME CHARGES
Projections by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) show by
2021 the number of elderly people will have grown by
200,000 and it is estimated that by 2046, there will be
almost 1.5 million
people over the
age of 65.
A recent report
has claimed that
some nursing
homes are adding
on extra charges
in addition to
the Fair Deal
scheme; anything
between €30
and €90 a week
to cover the
cost of social
programmes such
as bingo, board
games, religious
services and pet
therapy.
Justin Moran
from Age Action
Ireland said they
have received
reports of some
elderly nursing
home residents
being placed in
longer-lasting
incontinence
nappies so they
don’t have to be
changed for up
to 24 hours to
make life easier
for the staff.
Now, I’m
beginning to
think I might
have made a
terrible mistake.
Nobody told
me this stuff
before I retired.
It’s possible that
my life could
be about to get
tougher than it
was when I was
working.
I might get
sick, run out of

money, lose my friends, have no nursing home and be
unable to wipe my own bottom. All things considered,
the prospects don’t look too encouraging. Might be time
to dig out my CV.

Crover House Hotel, an 18th Century Georgian Manor
House nestled in the beautiful and scenic countryside
of Co. Cavan. Overlooking the famous Lough Sheelin
and the Ancient Megalithic Cairns at Loughcrew, this four
star hotel is conveniently located within easy reach of
Dublin and provides the perfect setting for golf, fishing
and exploring the famous landscape of
Ireland's Ancient East.

Lough Sheelin, Co. Cavan T: 049 854 0206
E: reservations@croverhousehotel.ie
W: www.croverhousehotel.ie

Síocháin 89

ABOUT THE GARDEN

SOWING THE
SEEDS FOR FUTURE
GROWTH
Now that he’s been sowing a garden for more years than he cares to remember, Thomas J.
Coen, Roscommon Branch, has learned something new about the mystery of food growing,
having had the impression in his younger days that all you had to do was to set down the
seeds and wait.

W

hen the first man arrived on
this earth you can be sure
that he soon began sniffing around
looking for something to eat.
We are told that he was in
a garden in which anything the
human palate desired was there
ready for consumption. Like the
rest of us he was human and he
soon lost the run of himself, and
had himself evicted, and punished.
Now due to his transgression
all men have to make their own
gardens, and weeds were sent to
hamper our work in cultivating.
The seeds we put into the ground
have to be watched and waited
for, and while we wait the weeds
spring up like magic up out of the
ground.
These weed seeds seem to wait
for us to just break the surface of
the ground and up they pop. By being persistent man
can often beat down the weeds and grow food to feed
himself and his family.
In my younger days I had the impression that all you
had to do was to set down the seeds and wait. It seemed
to me that there was always food to be had in our
garden. I remember the early potatoes and the early white
cabbages that were in the garden and how these crops
delighted the old folks.
Later the crops were carted from the fields and stored
in the garden, so there was an abundance of food just a
few steps away from the back door. And I learnt later that
such bountiful gardens do not produce without a lot of
effort from man.

EFFORT OF GOD AND MAN
The miracle of how a little seed behave when put down
in the soil has always amazed me. So, it is a joint effort
of God and man. I have been sowing a garden for more
years than I care to mention here, but each year I learn
something new about this mystery of food growing.
In the past few years I have been gardening in a
secluded patch of bog land. The soil there is soft and
light, and it is free of stones. To improve the fertility of the
soil each year I add a little organic manure.
This organic matter (the peat) is there underneath
the soil perhaps yards in depth, and all I have to do is to
scrape a little off and add it to the soil. Last year during
the sowing season I was confined indoors, and I was
being conveyed about in a wheel-chair. Shortly after my
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release I visited my garden plot.
I remember that it was in the first days of August.
To me it was a sad sight. The weeds, especially the red
shanks, had grown tall and they were laden with seeds for
a new crop. Chicken weeds had enveloped most of one
end of my plot. I could have cried, but I had given up that
habit years ago.
In the silence of that peaceful place a cuckoo started
up his characteristic call. I did not even blink while this
performance went on. The call seemed to come from close
by, within the foliage of a mature silver birch tree.
Finally the performance stopped and I spotted the
vocalist flying away from me accompanied by one of his
adaptive little parents.
THE CALL OF THE CUCKOO
I cannot account for how happy it made me feel to have
heard that cuckoo. I had not heard its call that year and
now it was well past his time for going back to where he
came from. He was a bit out of season, but if he could
give his call perhaps I could work a little out of season.
My ancestors had fought the never-ending battle with
the weeds, and in their time they had fed their families
by the dent of skill and prayer. Could they have sent this
messenger to encourage me to keep on to the end of the
road? Who can say?
I could not resist such prompting from on high, so I set

into work right away. I have a garden tiller, and I tilled my
plot length ways and crossways until it was in a fine tilth.
The time for tilling is before you sow the seeds.
I do not make ridges. I just sow the seeds in rows about
two and a half feet apart. I set down a line and I scrape
a little track about an inch deep along the line. I use a tin
can such as a bean’s tin with a nail hole made with a three
inch nail made from the inside out. Put your seeds into the
tin and shake it along the line already made.
SOWING WINTER CABBAGE
Later you just slap down the ground with the back of the
spade. You can adapt this method to almost any seeds.
But since it was now into the month of August, the only
other seed that I sowed was winter cabbage seed.
When these plants came up above ground I thinned
them to the regular spacing, and the plants I pulled out I
sowed in other lines and so I had a lot more cabbage that
I could use.
When you have a garden laid out flat pulling weeds is
sore on the back and hand hoeing is not much pleasure
either. However, I made up a wheel hoe. I had on stores a
small bicycle wheel, a few pieces of gun-barrel piping and
two pieces of wood to make the legs.
In no time at all I had wheeled up and down between
the rows and I wheeled up between the rows even before
any weeds appeared. That is the best time to hoe.
Síocháin 93

LOOK BACK

MANY MEMORIES OF
RECRUIT TRAINING
One of the great things about the Guards, until now that is, was that recruits all came in
the same way through the gates of the Depot or Templemore, writes John Mulligan (Dublin
North Branch), as he recalls the start of 18 weeks in training to become ‘members’.

W

e came with our suitcases packed, faces scrubbed,
hair cut and those ties that bind cut forever. All
of us were full of trepidation and not a little hope and
looked forward to the chance to improve ourselves by
becoming ‘members’.
I was one of the December 1967 Class and along with
20 other hopefuls, with whom I would spend the next 18
weeks, I made my way to the Training Centre to present
myself for inspection. I had been working in my home
town of Limerick and so I had a seamless transition to my
new job.
At the Training Centre we were made to wait outside
until a staff member came down to collect us. I looked
up in vain searching for a sign saying something like
‘Abandon hope all ye who enter here’ but apparently
witticisms were frowned upon.
We were forced to detour around the square to get
to the arch directly in front of the gate we had come
through. We were taken to the recreation hall and told to
sit at desks laid out classroom style.
Somebody began to bellow out names and there were
a number of ‘no shows’, which can be explained by the
fact that there was a ‘foot and mouth’ outbreak that year,
and travel between Ireland and England was prohibited.
DOING YOUR DUTY WITHOUT FEAR
At this stage we were told to stand up, take a bible in our
hands and recite the oath to do our duty without fear,
favour or affection, malice or ill will! At that stage we
were ‘in’ and so the fun began.
To be honest I felt about as welcome as an African
American at a Ku Klux Klan meeting – see how politically
correct I have become in the meantime! Everybody
seemed to roar unnecessarily, nobody seemed in any way
friendly and we were moved around like cattle, which
was ironic given that moving cattle was prohibited.
Eventually we were taken to our dorms where an
instructor gave us a quick demonstration how to dress
our beds for the next morning. That was nothing new
to me after seven years in the FCA but to most of my
classmates it was nothing short of Double Dutch.

John Mulligan (Dublin North Branch Member) was one
of 21 recruits from the December 1967 Class.
By now it was time for supper and we were taken to the
mess hall.
The mess hall was vast and seemed to be full of fullyfledged guards in uniform but we soon realised that
the majority were the classes ahead of us – September,
October and November. After our supper we went back
to our rooms and the first human contact of a friendly
nature began as people from the other classes came
around and began to chat.
HAVING A LOT TO LEARN!
I was in a room with the late Liam Brussels from Roscrea,
or as he pronounced it ‘Rosgrey’, and Michael Durcan
from Curry, Co. Sligo. I had never heard of Curry and
thought it was a hot dish from India. I was to be truly
amazed shortly after when a chap was introduced to us
as being from Sooey. I knew I had a lot to learn!
Not all of us managed to stay the course and at least
two – Liam Brussels and Kevin Connell – have gone
to their eternal reward. Ironically both were superb
sportsmen and in their time incredibly fit.
We were the junior class for a couple of weeks until we
were joined in January by that month’s intake. They had
even fewer than we had with just 19 managing to get
past the travel restrictions.
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TWO FRIENDS MEET AFTER
OVER HALF A CENTURY
As a teenager David O’Carroll, Bray Branch, says that his attitude regarding the police
was transformed and coincided in no small way to meeting a young policeman from
Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick by the name of Pat Moloney. Up to that point he never had an
inkling to have much contact with the police much less actually join the Force in 1965.

I

n 1961 I was attending the Christian Brothers Secondary
School on Eblana Avenue in Dun Laoghaire. I was aged
16 years and like so many teenagers of that age I was not
sure what I was going to do after leaving school.
Around the 1950s and 60s young fellows growing
up would be wary of the police and they would cross
the road to the opposite footpath if they saw a ‘Bobby’
approaching. Indeed the catch-cry of many parents of that
period to their offspring before going out was “remember
don’t bring the police to the door”. So, as you can
imagine against that backdrop, teenagers of the time as a
general rule would keep their distance from the police.
However, my attitude regarding the police was
transformed and coincided in no small way to my meeting
a young policeman from Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick.
Patrick A Moloney [Reg. No. 14688K] who was born on
4 December 1941 and raised in Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick,
joined An Garda Síochána in April 1961 aged 19 years.
He played minor junior and senior football for Limerick
County, and arrived as a Garda to Dun Laoghaire in
September 1961.
GARDAÍ MANAGE SCHOOL CROSSINGS
In the early 1960s it was paramount that uniformed
Gardaí be employed at busy school crossings at the school
opening and closing times to ensure the safe crossing of
roads by students.
The lollipop wardens had not yet been introduced
at that stage, so it fell to the Garda to manage this
important function. So, it was one fine day as I made my
way with many others from Monkstown Farm to school at
Eblana Avenue in Dun Laoghaire.
Students crossed Lower Georges Street from Convent
Road into Sussex Street which, in turn, led onto Eblana
Avenue. I first met this warm and friendly Garda, unlike
the usual grumpy type we were used to.
Pat would always have a few friendly words and with
a smile he always appeared in good humour. Generally
around that time it was apparent to me that there was a
new breed of Garda coming onto the streets who seemed
to have much more in common with the populace and
certainly appeared to fit into the community and were
better at interacting and communicating with people.
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Along with Pat, of course, there were other young
Gardaí that I got to know from meeting them at that
crossing point on Lower Georges Street. It only recently
became apparent to me why the better understanding
between them (The Peelers) and us was because, like
ourselves, they were really only boys.
Pat, for instance, was only 19 years and I was 16 years;
we were practically the same age so it would follow that
relationships would be much improved and more easily
forged with the new guard rather than the older regime.
In any event that’s how I met Pat and we were good
friends for the remainder of his time in Dun Laoghaire.
Other young Gardaí I became friendly with of that era
were Jim Nash Joe Cullinane Noel Roche from Wexford,
Michael O’Connor from Sligo, Paddy Bohan, Frank
Mullen, John Butler, Morty Gleeson, Mick Gilmartin and
Sgt Tom Collins.
Like myself, Sgt Collins lived in Monkstown Farm. He
was a very nice man and was an extremely hard-working
family man and a good neighbour. (Noel Roche and
Michael O’Connor left the Guards and went to England,
where Noel made Detective Sergeant with the Greater
Manchester Police). Sadly many of the foregoing named
men have died and are no longer with us.
ENCOURAGED TO JOIN THE FORCE
Pat served in Dun Laoghaire for approximately three years
before he was transferred to Clonakilty in West Cork. I
was sorry to see Pat leave Dun Laoghaire. He encouraged
me to go for the Guards and he kindled in me an interest
and motivation in becoming a Guard, which I did when I
joined the Force in November 1965.
This year I was in Kerry taking part in a mountain hike
with the IPA Hiking Club when I got chatting to one
Maurice Walsh who is a guide with the said club.
The conversation came around to where each of us
had served, and Clonakilty was mentioned. Immediately
when I heard Clonakilty I remembered my old friend Pat
and I asked Maurice did he know Pat Moloney. Maurice
said he did and he had actually served with Pat, and I was
delighted to hear that he was still hale and hearty and
living in Bantry.
I decided that I was going to swing by Pat’s place for a
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visit before returning to Dublin, and I found Pat in great
form and we had a good ‘chin wag’ about Dun Laoghaire,
the ‘Top Hat Ballroom’ and the Monkstown beat, which
the lads referred as the ‘graveyard beat’ as it was so quiet
with the exception of the ‘Top Hat Ballroom’ which was
anything but quiet on dance nights!
We also
remembered
Seamus Quad
whom we both
knew. Pat was
from Limerick and I
was from Wexford
where Seamus and
I served together
as Guards. Seamus
was a sound
and popular guy.
Tragically Seamus
was murdered by
the IRA in 1980.

meeting up with Pat and sharing the memories of that
time so long ago when we first met in 1961 on Lower
Georges Street in Dun Laoghaire and he steered me in the
direction of An Garda Síochána.
Great seeing you Pat. Thank you for the memories and
take care.

Making a difference by
providing quality homes
for people in housing need.

TALENTED POET &
MUSICIAN
On the weekend of
16-17 June 2018
I was hiking again
with the IPA Hiking
Club on Hungry Hill
on the Cork/Kerry
Border and had a
chance once more
to call in on Pat in
Bantry, Co. Cork.
On my recent
visit I learned that
he’s a very talented
man and has
written a number
of poems and
composed several
songs, amongst
them being ‘Sweet
Bantry Bay, sung
by Louise Morrissey
and features on
the Silver Threads
Album.
Another of Pat’s
works is ‘Cast Aside
the Gun’ – a strong
and poignant piece
of work – and also
the song/poem
‘Cherie’.
It was fantastic

Block B, The Waterways Ashtown.

Circle VHA’s mission is to deliver quality homes and services in partnership with our
tenants and local services to create sustainable communities. Circle VHA has approved
status from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and is a member
of the Irish Council for Social Housing. Circle VHA is regulated under the Property SRA.
Circle Voluntary Housing Association, 32-34 Castle Street, Dublin 2 Tel: 01 407 2110 info@circlevha.ie

Circle VHA_A4_210x297.indd 1

circlevha.ie
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COMFORT KEEPERS

PROVIDING COMFORT
FOR LOVED ONES
Comfort Keepers focuses and strives for continuous improvement in delivering quality
care in Ireland. This dynamic and evolving homecare company has won numerous awards
in 2018, including third place in the well-recognised ‘Indeed Best Place to Work’ and ‘All
Ireland All Stars Company of the Year’.

T

he company is the HSE preferred provider and is
truly dedicated to supplying quality homecare to our
clients through continuous improvement.
The homecare sector in Ireland is one of the fastest
growing sectors with the number of older persons set
to rise by 50% by 2030. Every 15 minutes someone in
Ireland turns 65 and every 30 minutes someone turns
80, according to Home and Community Care Ireland
(HCCI).
At Comfort Keepers we provide the following
homecare services to older persons and people with a
disability within their own homes:
• Personal Care
• Homemaking Care
• Companionship Care
• Respite Care
• Dementia/Alzheimer’s Care
• Shopping/Errands
Our company is well placed to respond to this growth
due to the agility of our employees. We believe
that diversity in Ireland contributes to the richness,
resourcefulness and innovation that makes society
flourish. Diversity is key to our success. By signing the
Diversity Charter Ireland, we will continue to commit to
effective diversity.

“

Our mission is to provide your loved
one with the highest quality of life
that is achievable. We treat each
of our clients with the respect and
dignity they deserve, as though we
were caring for a member of our own
family.

”

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Each Comfort Keepers carer can pursue their
qualifications in healthcare with our in-house learning
and development team. The company is a QQI/FETAC

registered training facility where our carers have the
opportunity to complete care skills and care of the older
person.
Comfort Keepers generously subsidises this training for
those cares who take a role with us. We have a three-day
induction course, which is provided free of charge and
this gives you an opportunity to embed yourself within
our mission and values, and to learn valuable skillsets that
you can use throughout your caring role.
With our e-learning system you can also take numerous
courses to help and support you in your healthcare
journey. We understand the importance of personal
development and upskilling, so we have tailored these
free and certified courses based on feedback from our
employees.
Comfort Keepers offers a wide range of employment
opportunities including, weekend, evening and flexible
working roles. If you’re interested in working somewhere
great and making a difference, we would like to speak
with you.

GETTING IN TOUCH
You can apply online at www.comfortkeepers.ie and
click on the ‘apply’ button or alternatively call our
Human Resources (HR) team at 01-8921321.
If you would like to speak with our care team about
care for a family member or relative call our care team
at 01-8921302 or email care@comfortkeepers.ie
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SEASONAL FLU VACCINE
of all ages, with outbreaks occurring almost every year. Flu symptoms come on suddenly with a

• all those 65 years of age and over
• those with long term medical
e.g. heart or lung disease
• all frontline healthcare workers including carers

•
‘Medical Card’ or ‘GP Visit Card’.
•
or ‘GP Visit Card’.

Pneumococcal vaccine
pneumococcal vaccine which protects against pneumonia, if you have not previously received it. You can

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW

DRIVE 2 ARRIVE – DRIVER EDUCATION
By Gerry Buckley

D

riving a motor vehicle is not an instinctive act and
once you start learning it becomes a constant
learning experience. It always involves an element of
potential danger on the road so we me must always be
vigilant in our attention to driving to protect ourselves,
our passengers and other road users.
‘Drive 2 Arrive’ is a unique book which offers
comprehensive advice on all aspects of safe driving and
correct driving attitude. There is a particular emphasis
in it on greater driving awareness and increased driver
education.
This paperback book extends to 123 pages divided
into fifteen chapters. The author, Gerry Buckley, guides
the reader in a systematic way through the whole driving
process, which will prepare that reader to confidently take
their place on the road.
The information provided will help drivers of all ages
become better and safer drivers. The advice is always
delivered in a logical and readable way and the book is
illustrated with coloured photographs and diagrams as an
aid to explaining the text.
The book opens with an ethical discussion on the price
of life on our roads. It suggests that it sometimes appears
that we have developed a tolerance to road deaths which
devalues human life beyond belief. It questions whether
we are truly committed to putting an end to carnage on
our roads and puts forward some approaches that could
improve the situation.
Another key feature emphasises the need for parents,
teachers and guardians to educate their children on good
driving behaviour as part of the child’s overall education.
Chapters in the book are devoted to the need for the
driver to focus on continued observation, concentration
and anticipation at all times so as to be in a position to
react to potential danger in a timely manner. The need to
develop a perception of hazards that will enable the driver
to deal with them safely and efficiently is also covered.
‘Drive 2 Arrive’ informs the reader on some relatively
new and dangerous situations which may arise for a
motorist on the road. These include personal safety issues,
vehicle safety, how to cope with incidents of road rage
and the responsibility to be courteous to other road users.
A chapter is devoted to ‘Distracted Driving’ and
driving while suffering from distress or fatigue. The book
concludes with detailed advice and guidance to drivers
preparing for the driving test and their legal obligations
before driving.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Gerry Buckley, the author of ‘Drive 2 Arrive’, has a wide
range of driver training experience both inside and
outside An Garda Síochána. He’s a qualified Class 1 Police
Driving Instructor from the Garda College in Templemore
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and the Scottish Police College
in Tulliallian.
Gerry spent most of his
Garda Service as a Garda
Driving Instructor at the
Garda College where he put
a generation of Garda drivers
through their paces. After retiring from the force Gerry set
up Drive 2 Arrive where he conducts driving courses for
individuals and companies alike. He has been conducting
driving courses for the National Ambulance Service for the
past ten years.
‘Drive 2 Arrive’ is not all about the technical skills
of driving, it is more about your mindset while driving.
Whether you are a new driver or have many years driving
experience you will find this book is excellent value and it
will take your driving to a newer and safer standard.
The book is a definitive guide to becoming a more
skilful driver. If the advice given by Gerry is followed, the
reader’s driving awareness will improve leading to better,
safer and more enjoyable driving. So, keep your eyes

HAZARDOUS DRIVING
The book examines a number of hazardous
driving environments, which are considered and
identified as follows:
• In the case of town driving where there
is likely to be congested traffic there is a
need to be particularly vigilant at pedestrian
crossings, at traffic lights and in the vicinity
of children.
• Preparation is the key in the case of winter
driving, in order to make sure that your
vehicle is winter ready. There is also advice
on how to deal with skidding on ice should it
occur and how to drive in more challenging
weather conditions.
• Particular experience and knowledge is
required in the case of motorway driving
as they are designed for motor vehicles
travelling at a high speed on fast traffic lanes.
• Night driving places extra responsibility on
the driver as it requires them to drive within
their range of vision and the glare of lights
from oncoming vehicles may create particular
hazards.
• The driver engaged in rural driving may
always expect to encounter farm machinery
or even farm animals on their journey.

BOOK REVIEW

on the road, your hands on the wheel and your mind
on driving. I recommend the book to all motorists, both
experienced and beginners, without reservation.
HOW TO PICK UP A COPY
Copies of ‘Drive 2 Arrive’ can be purchased on line
at www.Amazon.co.uk. It is also available from Gerry
Buckley at ‘Ardeevin’, Roscrea Road, Templemore, Co.
Tipperary (Tel: 086-2662535), costing €10 per copy with

no postage fees.
It can be purchased at newsagents and shops in the
Templemore/Thurles area at this price. However if any
person, GSRMA Branch, group or organisation wishes to
purchase five or more copies from the author, they can do
so at a cost of €8 per copy and postage is free.

Review by Joe Ward, a solicitor and a member of the
GSRMA Central Committee.

GUARDIANS OF THE GAA
By Brian Willoughby and Noel Hynes

A

t a recent GSRMA coffee morning in Nenagh, I was
given the above book by the President Matt Givens to
have a read and see what I thought of it. I am interested
in sport and in particular hurling and the GAA I took
the book home and it was during the very good spell of
weather and sat in the garden and started to read.
I found the book very interesting in both a sporting
and a historical sense and particularly the early years and
the way the Garda members integrated into the local
community through their involvement with hurling and
football.
It outlines the success of the Garda GAA Club in
Dublin between 1920-30 until it was disbanded due to
its dominance, having won county senior titles in both
hurling and football. In 1927 nine Gardaí were on the
Dublin Senior hurling team that won the All-Ireland title
that year. The book details the reforming of Dublin club
some years later and it again enjoyed more success as did
the Garda Club teams which won County titles in Cork
and Limerick.
There in a vast amount of photographs and looking
at the different teams, the names of the players some
famous and the not so famous brought back some great
memories of those divisional matches form my early days
in Cork East.
The Ban, as it was known, also gets a mention and it
tells how some members fell foul if it and were banned
from the GAA for playing foreign games. This book also
gives a brief history of Coiste Siamsa from its formation
in 1922 to the present day, including details of the
representative matches between the Gardaí, Defence

Forces and the combined
universities.
It also details the changes
that have taken place, with the
Garda College now competing
in the Sigerson and Fitzgibbon
Cups, including other third
level competitions and the
games between the Gardaí
and the PSNI (RUC) including
the first camogie match
between the sides in 2012.
A ‘Did You Know’ section
in the book is also very enlightening. The Garda members
to have won All-Ireland Medals and who received All
Star awards are also featured, and there’s a listing of
the Gardaí who represented Ireland in the ‘Compromise
Rules’ and ‘Shinty’.
There is also a piece about Garda members who went
into team management and some that became referees
and a very detailed player profile section. There is a
chapter about New York and Boston Police Departments
and the GAA.
I thought this book was a great read, well researched
and a very informative in a sporting and historical context.
Congrats to both Brian and Noel on a job well done.

Pat O’Brien,
GSRMA, Nenagh and Toomevara GAA Club, Tipperary.
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
ID
wallet

Leather
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

GSRMA
Scarf

GSRMA
Tie

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
Name:
Address:
Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)

Quantity:

Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)

Quantity:

A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)

Quantity:

GSRMA Pen (€4)

Quantity:

GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)

Quantity:

GSRMA Tie (€9.50)

Quantity:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.

TOTAL:
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APPLICATION FORM
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA)
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website www.gardaretired.com

APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
I,.................................................................... of (address).............................................................................................................
wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..

Branch.

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder.
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin.
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional).
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ...................................................................
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):...............................................
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):

…………………………….…….

(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:.............................................................................
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................
How have you decided to join GSRMA?

o
o
o
o

o

Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course
Request from Local Branch
Síocháin Magazine
Our Website
Others: ……………………………………………………………..

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM
Organisation Name:
To:

GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION
ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me.
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................
Purpose:

N= NEW
C= CHANGE
S= STOP

Organisation Code:
Garda Registered No:
Amount per Pay Period:

.

56

10

7

6

€

6

0

0
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity
was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present
title.
The objectives of the Association are
(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members;
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose
The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund,
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations).

b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine.

c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com).
d) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Tax Consultant.
e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Job Consultant.
f) Access to Association members’ deals.

g) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members.
h) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws

i) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws.
j) Web Users Draw each quarter.

k) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times.
l) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events

m) Participation in all social events including holiday outings, coffee mornings, etc.
n) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level
o) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members
p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products

q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement.
WHO MAY JOIN:
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions.
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS:
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street
Dublin 8
Tel:
(01) 4781525
E-Mail: info@gardaretired.com
Website: www.gardaretired.com
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TOM QUIGLEY
56 Lower O’Connell Street
Kinsale,
Co. Cork
Birthplace:
Boolavogue,
Co. Wexford.
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 14555F
Date of Death:
9 October 2016

TOM BOWE
Woodbrook Avenue,
Rathnapish, Carlow.
Birthplace: Clontubrid,
Freshford, Co. Kilkenny
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No. 15609D
Retired: 1994
Date of Death:
6 September 2017

Tom was born on 9 July 1939 in
Boolavogue Co. Wexford, a place he was
immensely proud of. He joined An Garda
Síochána in 1961 and having completed
his training at the Phoenix Park he was
first stationed to McCurtain Street in
Cork. In 1963 he met and married Chrissie
O’Mullane and they had six children. Over
the years Tom was stationed in Blarney,
Barrack Street and The Bridewell.
Tom was appointed to the Detective
Branch attached to Togher Station and
remained there until his retirement in
1998. Just prior to his retirement the
family moved from Cork City to Kinsale
when Tom and Chrissie open The Olde
Bakery B&B and together they successfully
have run the business ever since.
Throughout his lifetime Tom had a
wide variety of interests which included
Beekeeping, Scouting, Boxing, Men’s Shed
and his great love; the GAA. When he first
moved to Cork Tom played hurling and
football for Commercials GAA club and
also played rugby with Highfield Rugby
Club.
While living in Glasheen he was heavily
involved with the 37th and 60th scout
troops based in Togher. As a IABA Leinster
Junior bantamweight title holder in his
youth, (Boolavogue Boxing Club), Tom

Tom Bowe passed away at St. Luke’s
Hospital, Kilkenny on Wednesday 6
September 2017 following a very brief
illness.
Aged 77 and a native of Freshford,
Co. Kilkenny Tom hurled for The Cats
winning Leinster minor medals in 1957
and ’58 and played in the 1957 All
Ireland minor final.
Following his schooling in Clontubrid
and Freshford and secondary level in
Patrician College, Ballyfin, Tom joined
An Garda Síochána passing out from
Templemore in 1964.
A big, strong man who enjoyed robust
good health all his life, Tom’s passing
followed only a matter of days after he
was diagnosed with a highly aggressive
form of cancer.
He received the diagnosis with
tremendous stoicism and acceptance,

passed on his knowledge to young boxers
when he coached boxing at Ballinlough
Boxing Club.
For many years we was a very active
member of St Finbarr’s Hurling and
Football Club in Togher, where, over the
years he took an active involvement with
the under age. Following the family move
to Kinsale Tom became involved with the
local GAA club, Toastmasters and Men’s
Shed.
Tom’s other passion was for travel and
over the years he travelled far and wide
from Australia, Korea, Middle East to
South Africa and the USA. He also enjoyed
travelling to Spain to visit his daughter
and son’s families who have lived there for
over a decade.
Chrissie and family together with Tom’s
godchild Mairead wish to convey their
deepest appreciation to all serving and
retired members of An Garda Síochána
who have offered their support during
their sad bereavement.
The entire family would like to extend
their thanks to the many people and
groups who provided a Guard of Honour
through the town of Kinsale at Tom’s
removal and funeral mass.

Ar Dheis De go Raibh an Anam Dilis.

informing family members that he
enjoyed a good, long and happy life on
which to reflect and had absolutely no
regrets.
Tom was first stationed in Baltinglass,
and while serving there he met and
married Una Leahy from Loughrea, Co.
Galway. They married on 6 August 1968
and went on
to have four sons –
Enda, Allen, Ivor and Dara.
Tom subsequently served in Carlow,
where he was promoted Sergeant and
spent a year on border duty in Bundoran.
In 1972 Tom played at full forward when
Palatine won their lone Carlow SCH title.
He later served in Carrig-on-Bannow
and Ballywilliam, both in Co. Wexford
before duty in Portlaoise Prison.
Ballylinan, Co. Laois was his final posting,
from where he retired in 1994.
In retirement he took up golf,
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enjoying a round with a group of friends
on the Castlecomer and Abbeyleix courses.
He was a keen gardener and the Bowe
garden in Woodbrook Avenue is a legacy
to his ‘green fingers’.
A devout family man his passing after
such a brief illness creates a huge void in
the lives of Una, their four sons, brother,

JOHN CANNY
Rossgier, Lifford,
Co. Donegal
Birthplace: Castlerea,
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 15647G
Date of Death:
8 October 2017
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John was born in 1944 in Castlerea, Co.
Roscommon to the late John and late
Bridie Canny – the second eldest of four
children. In July 1964 following his training
at the Garda Depot, John was stationed in
Buncrana, Co. Donegal.
He wasn’t familiar with Buncrana and
so he boarded the train to Derry where
he was met by one of his new colleagues
who took him to his new home. From
that day on John never left Donegal, and
throughout his career he was stationed in
Buncrana, Mountcharles, Carrick, Lifford
and Burnfoot following his promotion, and
back to Lifford again until his retirement
in February 2001 upon receipt of his
‘Exemplary’ Certificate of Service.
It was during John’s time in
Mountcharles that he met Carmel Deery
and they married in May 1967 and had
two daughters, Elaine and Adele. John and
Carmel celebrated 50 years of marriage on
24 May 2017.
John was a quiet man however along
his various placements he made many
close and special friends, the friendships
continue to this very day.
In his professional life John was well
respected by his colleagues and particularly
those he had mentored along their career
paths.
He was conscientious, approachable
and compassionate. John had a unique
and special way in dealing with any public
confrontations or difficult situations
without the need to use force but yet
achieving a peaceful result which was most

sisters and extended family.
Tom was laid to rest in St Mary’s
Cemetery with members of Palatine GAA
Club and former Garda colleagues forming
a guard of honour.

May He Rest in Peace.

important in the testing time of working
on the Donegal borders.
John’s calm and professional stature
within the community was a source
of inspiration for some of the younger
generation and indeed within his family.
He was selfless, unassuming and a family
man who enjoyed seeing his family and
grandchildren grow up, always at hand to
give guidance and advice.
John enjoyed the simple things in life,
in the early years clay pigeon shooting
and fishing, and he even tried his hand
at golfing and then opted for the more
relaxing hobbies such as playing bridge. He
was very rarely seen without a book or a
crossword in his hand.
John is survived and is very sadly missed
by his loving wife Carmel, daughters
Elaine and Adele, brothers Michael and
Martin, his three proud grandchildren
and extended family. We will follow his
footsteps and will never go wrong.
John’s family appreciate and wish to
thank all the serving and retired members
of An Garda Síochána who came to
pay their respects at the family home,
attended his funeral and who formed his
Guard of Honour at his removal from his
home, along the route to the church and
to his final resting place. This was deeply
appreciated and was such a fitting tribute
to John.

May His Gentle and Very Kind Soul Rest in
Peace.

OBITUARIES

HUBERT FINNERTY
Ballygraigue Road,
Nenagh,
Co. Tipperary.
Birthplace: Moygowna,
Ballina, Co. Mayo.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 10700L
Date of Death:
6 November 2017

PETER FINN
Coolgreaney
Gorey, Co. Wexford
Birthplace:
Castlegregory, Co. Kerry
Rank: Superintendent
Reg. No.: 18319K
Retired: 28 June 2011
Date of Death:
25 December 2017

Hubert spent his entire service in the
North Tipperary Division. He came from
the Depot to Newport in 1955, and from
there, after a short period to Birdhill where
he met and fell in love with Chrissie Ryan
(Cooper), a teacher in the local Birdhill
National School.
In 1959 they married and moved to
Templederry, where their three children
Helen, Denis and Christine were born.
After 12 very happy years there, he was
transferred to Nenagh in 1971 and retired
on 4 June 1985.
He brought his passion for football
from Mayo to North Tipp, and while in
Newport he was a member of the North
Tipp Selection team that won two County
Senior Football titles. While in Templederry,
he played a large part in securing a
permanent home for the Templederry
Kenyons GAA Club.
Alongside his interest in sporting

A native of Castlegregory, Co. Kerry,
Peter joined An Garda Síochána in the
early 70s and completed his training at
the Garda College, Templemore. His first
station was Arklow and on promotion he
was transferred to Tullow and again back
to Arklow. His next promotion brought
him to Bray and then Gorey and finally to
Enniscorthy as Superintendent where he
served until his retirement in 2011.
He was married to Alice and they had
three sons Declan, Brian and Tommy and
now blessed with three grandchildren
Shaúna, Grace and Rían.
Maintaining the Garda tradition,

matters he was an avid lover of Country
persuits,shooting and fishing. He spent
many happy hours and days walking
the Templederry Hills with friends from
the Gun Club, and was well fed in many
houses along the way.
While in Nenagh he played a pivotal
role in the building of Ireland’s first Indoor
Athletic Stadium with Nenagh Olympic
Athletic Club. After his retirement he
worked briefly for Newport Credit Union
and the ISPCA.
He is survived and greatly missed by his
wife, children, fourteen grandchildren, one
great-grandchild, his brothers Sean (also a
retired Garda) and Joe and his sister Sheila.
The family would like to thank the
retired Gardaí and the serving members
who played a large part in a dignified and
memorable funeral service.

Go Dtuga Dia Suaimhneas Da Anam.

Tommy, employed with Glanbia, joined
the Garda Reserve in Wicklow. Peter had
eight siblings and his brother Mike is also
a member of An Garda Síochána and A/C
South East Region.
Peter was a serving Garda for almost
four decades; passing out in 1972 and
retiring in 2011. He was held in high
esteem by all who knew him and greatly
missed by his family, Garda colleagues,
Gorey Credit Union colleagues and his
beloved community.

Ar Dheis Dé go Raibh a Anam Dílis.

Síocháin 113

OBITUARIES

PATRICK (PADDY/PAT)
GILLESPIE
Carrowmanagh,
Oughterard,
Co. Galway.
Birthplace:
Glencolmcille, Co. Donegal
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 14166F
Retired: 30 November 1992
Date of Death:
9 December 2017

JOHN FRANCIS CALLAGHAN
Altertate, Clones,
Co. Monaghan.
Birthplace: Gurteen, Co. Sligo
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 12959I
Retired: 1986
Date of Death: 14 May 2018
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Paddy Gillespie was born on Thursday
1 December 1932 in the townland
of Killaned, part of the picturesque
Glencolmcille, a second son to Patrick
and Kitty.
On leaving school, Paddy become
a weaver and also helped his brother
Johnny on the family farm. He joined the
Local Defence Force (LDF) spending time
in Finner Camp and Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa.
In 1956 Paddy passed his entrance
exams to join An Garda Síochána but not
his medical due to a minor but irreparable
medical issue. Hugely disappointed,
Paddy made his way to Glasgow but
found himself working in the Austin
Martin factory in Birmingham for 3½
years.
In 1959 word was sent to return home
and resit the entrance exams, due to
Paddy’s age, this was only made possible
because of his LDF service. A kindly
disposed doctor passed him fit for service
and Paddy made his way to the Depot on
19 January 1960 to become one of the
highly regarded cohort of Donegal men
serving in uniform.
In May, toward the end of recruit
training Paddy frequented the Irish Club
in Parnell Square and struck up with a
young Wicklow woman from the Glen of
Imaal named Mary Walshe.
At that time Mary was working in the
North Star Hotel and when Paddy was
posted to Salthill on 20 June 1960, Mary
wasted little time in seeking her parent’s
approval to move to Galway for work and
The death took place of the retired
Detective Garda John Callaghan on
Monday 14 May 2018 at Castleross
Nursing Home, Carrickmacross, Co.
Monaghan. He was a member of the
Monaghan Branch of GSRMA for the past
32 years. Prior to his retirement, he was
a valued and highly respected member of
An Garda Síochána, serving most of his
career in Clones, Co Monaghan.
John was born on 13 June 1929,
a short distance from the village of
Gurteen, Co Sligo. His parents farmed a
small holding and he was the third of five
children. All his siblings predeceased him.
He attended a small rural national school
of Cloonanure and, as was common
at that time, his education would have

so romance blossomed.
Paddy had further postings in Galway
to Gort on 1 September 1960, Shanaglish
on 20 January 1961 & lastly, by chance
encounter, to Oughterard on 3 May
1961. Meantime, Paddy and Mary got
married on 13 February 1961 and they
settled in Oughterard, rearing a family of
four, Patrick, Geraldine, John and Fergus.
Paddy spent 31½ years serving the
community of Oughterard and the wider
district whilst maintaining contact with
his native Donegal and keeping up to
date with the ‘Donegal Democrat’, not to
mention frequent trips northward.
Paddy had an affinity for the bog
and was a first-class hand with the sleán
but his greatest passion in life was for
his family and Paddy spent much of
his retirement giving graciously to his
four children and 11 grandchildren, not
forgetting Mary.
In his last few years Paddy was
challenged with dementia and although
the mind faltered, with family support, he
kept himself in great condition through
daily exercise, healthy diet and regular
check-ups.
Paddy was held in the highest esteem
by the people of Oughterard and his
former Colleagues, a fact borne out by
the large numbers who attended his
removal service, Requiem Mass and burial
in Oughterard on 12 December 2017.

Ar Dheis Dé go Raibh a Anam.

been interspersed with helping out in
the family and neighbouring farms. On
reaching 18, John took up driving a local
hackney car.
In 1956, as the first generation
of members’ began retiring new
opportunities opened up for recruitment.
John’s ‘calling’ came and he was attested
as a member of the Force in 1956.
On completion of training he was
transferred to Ennistymon, Co Clare,
but as luck would have it the border
campaign of 1957 began and he was
transferred to Scotstown a border station
in Co Monaghan. This transfer set out the
roadmap for John’s future life and career.
In 1961, John married the daughter of a
colleague Catherine (Kitty) McCann from

OBITUARIES

the local village and, as the official policy
was at the time, he was then transferred
to Clones where he remained until
retirement in 1986.
His father-in-law, Bernard Mc Cann,
was among the first members to join
the new Force (GS) in 1922. John and
Kitty were the proud parents of five
children – Teresa, Dympna, Sean, Dermot
and Deirdre, and grandparents to 15
grandchildren.
His beloved wife of almost 50 years
died in 2010, and further tragedy struck
in November 2017 when his eldest
daughter, Teresa McGoohan, passed
away.
As a member of the Detective Branch
for 15 years, John was a familiar and
popular member patrolling the border
town and environs of Clones. Part of his
official duty was to patrol and visit the
isolated community living in the hamlet
of an area known as The Connons,
particularly an area known as Colman’s
Island, which can only be accessed by
travelling through Co. Fermanagh.
The story is told that during
a Commissioner’s inspection, the
Commissioner enquired of John if he was

THOMAS EDMUND
(EAMONN) DONLON
Mullaghdun, Clones Road,
Monaghan
Birthplace:
Doon, Strokestown,
Co. Roscommon
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 16623E
Retired: 4 April 2001
Date of Death:
15 May 2018

Eamonn Donlon was born on 9 May
1945 in Strokestown, Co.Roscommon to
parents Eugene & Margaret Donlon. He
was one of four children; two sisters and
one brother. His early years were spent
on the family farm where he had many
happy memories. Throughout his life, he
greatly enjoyed going back to the farm to
visit and help out.
Eamonn received his early education
at the Marist Brothers and Scoil Mhuire,
Strokestown before joining An Garda
Síochána on July 13th 1966. After his
training, the stony grey soil of Monaghan
was to be the place where Eamonn
would live and work.
His first post was to Shantonagh,
where he spent a year, before moving to
Carrickmacross in November, 1967. It was
here he met, and married his wife Nancy
(nee Matthews). They had two sons,
Damien and Conor of whom he was
extremely proud.
In 1970, they moved to Castleblayney
where Eamonn worked for the next six

armed while travelling to Colman’s Island
to which he replied “Should I be?” We
still don’t know!
He retired in 1986 and continued to
live in Clones. He remained in contact
with serving and retired colleague until
he fell into bad health. This was evident
by the number of serving and retired
colleagues attending the wake, funeral
and the guard of honour. In retirement,
John continued to have a keen interest
in the progress of his family and
grandchildren up to time of his failing
health.
He also had an interest in local and
current affairs, playing cards, collecting
antiques, and occasionally placed a flutter
on the horses. While he had a long and
fulfilling life we were sad to hear of his
death as he was a true gentleman to
know and work with.
The Callaghan and extended family
thank most sincerely serving and retired
members of the Force who kept in touch
with their father, attended his funeral and
took part in the guard of honour.

May He Rest in Peace.

years. Eamonn enjoyed his time there and
made many lifelong friends during that
time. In 1976 Eamonn was promoted to
sergeant. He was stationed for a short
period in Scotstown and Ballybay, before
moving to Monaghan where he spent
the next twenty one years. He spent
part of that time working as the Crime
Prevention & Community Relations officer
for Cavan, Monaghan and Leitrim.
Eamonn retired in 2001 and
transitioned to it very well. After a
career spent mostly working along the
Border during the ‘Troubles’, he greatly
appreciated the peace that retirement
allowed him.
He used his leisure time well. He loved
the GAA, played golf and attended the
occasional race meeting and was also
a very keen gardener. He took regular
holidays, even going on a round-theworld trip in 2000, but in truth he was
happiest at home.
Eamonn was a family man first and
foremost. He had a great love for his
Síocháin 115
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family in Strokestown. In later years, he
got a huge amount of pleasure from his
grandchildren Oran and Aoibheann. The
family man was also enormously proud
to have served the family that was An
Garda Síochána and certainly gave his
best to his work.
Eamonn passed away peacefully at
home surrounded by his family on 15
May 2018. Nancy and the family wish to
extend their sincerest thanks to all the
members of An Garda Síochána – both

PADDY O’CONNOR
Wellington,
New Zealand
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 10810 (1954)
Retired: May 1974
Date of Death:
13 June 2018
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Dad was born in Kilmaine, Co Mayo, on
3 April 1931, the second youngest of
seven children. He had three brothers
and three sisters. He is survived by his
younger brother Michael who lives in
Dublin.
At 16 he started a motor mechanic
apprenticeship in Ballinrobe, Co Mayo,
about 10 miles from his home. He cycled
there each day until he bought his first
car about a year later – a 1938 Morris 8
– which cost him £35. After completing
his apprenticeship he drove trucks
(lorries), the work taking him to all parts
of Ireland.
In his early twenties Dad and his
young brother Mike joined An Garda
Síochána. His first posting was Killybegs,
Co Donegal. The living conditions were
rudimentary; he recounted how he
observed a fine crop of mushrooms
growing vigorously out of one of the
walls in his room at the barracks.
Shortly after this he was transferred
to Carrick. Serious crime in Carrick
involved expired dog licenses and
people riding bicycles after dark without
headlamps. It was here in Carrick he met
Maura Burke, whom he later married.
In 1959 Dad transferred to Garda
HQ Depot in Dublin to take care of
ministerial vehicles. Later he transferred
to Dublin Castle where his Garda duties
were varied. In 1974, having completed
20 years’ service, he and Maura decided
to emigrate to New Zealand with four
children, aged 3 to 13 years.
At 43 he was too old to join the
NZ Police so he got a job as motor
mechanic in a local garage. A year
later they bought a dairy business in

serving and retired – who attended
Eamonn’s funeral, those who provided
the Guard of Honour, the Garda Escort,
sent messages of sympathy and visited
him during his illness.
The large attendance at his funeral
was a fitting testament to a real
gentleman who always did his utmost to
treat others with kindness, consideration
and respect. He will be sadly missed.

Ar Dheis Dé go Raibh a Anam.

Island Bay, Wellington. He heard that
Aviation Security was being launched at
Wellington Airport, with first preference
given to ex-policemen. He applied for
and got himself a full-time job, a founder
member. A few years later he rose to the
rank of Deputy Chief.
On returning from a three-month
holiday to Ireland in 1979, Dad realised
he missed ‘home’. In 1980, the family
returned to Ireland and bought a service
station in Rochfortbridge, Dublin-Galway
road. They all returned to New Zealand
in 1983.
Back in New Zealand, Dad joined
Wellington Taxi Society, bought his first
cab and drove taxis around Wellington
for the next 34 years. Always a people
person, he thoroughly enjoyed the varied
work and told some great stories about
his encounters. He reluctantly retired at
86 due to failing health, after a working
life of 70 years.
Those who knew him never saw Dad
get rattled or agitated or worked up
about anything. He very rarely raised
his voice and when he did, you paid
attention. Fundamentally, he was always
a handy guy, a problem solver, whether it
be fixing cars, installing boilers, building
decks, or sorting out a plumbing disaster
under the sink at Christmas dinner. He
loved an engineering challenge. He loved
being busy, always available to provide
practical advice and assistance.
Paddy O’Connor was the nicest man
I’ve known. I was so proud to call him
my Dad.
Kieran O’Connor, NZ
(Abridged)

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS
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BROTHER OF FORMER TAOISEACH LIAM
COSGRAVE

Pictured (l-r): Unknown Garda, Micheal Cosgrave
(brother of former Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave) and Garda
Hugh McCabe (Reg No. 4788).

(Photo courtesy of Ann Minnock, daughter of Garda
Hugh McCabe)

•

FIREARMS TRAINING IN KILBRIDE

Pictured during a firearms training course in Kilbride on
29 April 1986:
Back Row (l-r): Trevor Shaw, Sil Pigeon (RIP), Tom
Crossen, Mick Drew, Eddie Quinn, John Costelloe and
Moses Walsh (Instructor),
Front Row (l-r): Tony Nugent, Ollie Harrington, Eamon
Sheeran, Pascal Brennan, Paddy Boyle, Martin Gleeson
and P.J. Harding (Instructor).

(Photo courtesy of Eugene Healy Dublin South Branch)

•

DECEMBER ‘B’ 1960 CLASS

Pat Cleary (Cork City) John Reynolds (Templemore) and John
Schley (Dublin) – committee members of Garda Insignia and
Memorabilia Club – pictured in the Garda Club, Harrington
Street, on 3 June 1995.

Pictured are members of the December ‘B’ 1960 Class:
Back Row (l-r): J. Doherty, D. Kane, M. Trehy, Looney, J. McNamara,
E. Kelly, Robinson, Dillon, O. Kyne and P.J. Morrissey.
Middle Row (l-r): N. Lonergan, S. O’Brien, J. Gilmore, M. Melody,
O’Gorman, B. Fennel. P. Flanagan, Lavin, Gildea, N. McCabe and
Carter.
Front Row (l-r): Leo Bermingham, M. Tierney, J. Coleman, Sgt P.
McGinley, M. O’Riordan, B. Lee, Insp. Barrett, Supt W. Dune, Supt
McGrath, Sgt Lavelle, Sgt Drummey, D. O’Reilly and M. Molloy.

(Photo courtesy of Eugene Healy, Dublin South Branch)

(Photo courtesy of Leo Bermingham, Dublin North Branch)

•

GARDA INSIGNIA/MEMORABILIA CLUB
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CROSSWORD
ANOTHER €100 UP
FOR GRABS!
1
Please send your completed
entries to ‘Autumn 2018
Competition’, SÍOCHÁIN,
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14
Upper Fitzwilliam Street,
Dublin 2, to arrive no later
than Friday 16 November
2018.
The first correct entry drawn
bags the €100 prize. Good
luck to everyone who enters!
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•

Across

1 Fight off the return of an unclean one from the bible. (5)
4 Casually and carelessly plays with unimportant items of
low value. (7)
8 City often associated with such a bottleneck. (4)
9 They come from places like Tromso and Bergen. (10)
10 Bar snake turning into a state. (8)
11 Looked lasciviously at river of 8 Across before stop
light. (6)
13 They let you get up in the world without you having to
do anything. (10)
16 Direction of entry initially for group of those in school
with kids up to 11 or 12. (4)
17 Move from place to place very quickly around the
capital. (4)
18 Smoothing the wrinkles during a night on the town.
(7,3)
20 Really loved it so add in basic unrefined mineral. (6)
22 Part of Mediterranean diet sounds as though it’s loved
by famous spinach eater. (5,3)
24 In cataract trouble, head way down south to the
continent. (10)
26 It’s only fair and right. (4)
27 No leech is involved in attaining such a rank that it
sounds like a plane in Irish. (7)
28 At the end of the street, yes, they are eyesores. (5)

•

Solution to Crossword in Summer 2018
1

sound of it. (3)

3

4
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Down

1 State that when it’s red it’ll produce the eggs. (5,6)
2 Card game for firemen. (5)
3 Picture lapdances being altered though not in portrait
format. (9)
4 Darn! Too agitated with much wind trouble. (7)
5 In perfect conditions, I distribute cards to players of 2
Down. (5)
6 Hanging about like corner-boys with no good intentions.
(9)
7 It’s wrong to do it in passing or in losing or in missing.
(3)
12 Strangely sustains the hobbyists and fans. (11)
14 What’s left over when disaster of American arithmetic
class ends. (9)
15 Provide traditional Muslim warriors’ weapons – it’s
racism gone mad. (9)
19 The process of wearing away by constant friction. (7)
21 Laced up distinguishing mark or brand. (5)
23 Have a good time. (5)
25 The wife, under her maiden name, has a joint by the
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Congratulations to

John Kelleher, Shannon Banks, Co. Clare.
Winner of the Summer 2018 Crossword
€100 Cheque is in the post!
Síocháin 119

IN THE FRAME

PERPETUAL DEEP SEA ANGLING CUP IS REELED IN BY CASTLEBAR
BRANCH MEMBER
Castlebar Branch member Willie McAndrew was the winner of Mayo
Shore Angling Club’s Perpetual Cup, after he reeled in the greatest
variety of fish at the Annual Deep Sea Angling Competition on Tuesday
17 July.
A total of nine varieties of fish were caught during this year’s event,
which was fished out of Killala Bay in ideal conditions. The great
day of fishing was followed by a very enjoyable evening at the prize
presentations in the Merry Monk on the Killala Road in Ballina, Co.
Mayo.
Club Chairman Val McLoughlin would like to thank the event sponsors
– St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union, Coca
Cola, Joe Lavelle (The Merry Monk, Ballina) and Baxter Healthcare.
This year’s competition was originally scheduled to take place in June,
but after a short time out at sea it was called off due to deteriorating
weather, high swells and northerly winds. So, the skipper Jimmy
Gallagher decided it was too dangerous and returned to port until 17
July.

HEATH GOLF CLUB MEN’S CAPTAINS
DAY 2018
Liam Delaney (President) and Kevin Woulfe
(Captain) of Heath Golf Club for 2018,
who are both members of GSRMA Laois
Branch, pictured at this year’s Men’s
Captains Day. (Photo courtesy of Liam
Delaney)

Photos courtesy of Val McLoughlin, Ballina Branch.

Following the presentation of the Perpetual Cup (l-r): Mayo Shore Angling
Club’s Secretary Tommy O’Malley (Retired Garda) and Chairman Val
McLoughlin (who finished second in the competition) pictured with the
overall winner Willie McAndrew (Retired Garda), Liam O’Malley (winner of
the biggest fish category), Val Padden, and Stephen Smith (Retired Garda
Sergeant); Back Row (l-r): Retired Gardaí Aidan McDonagh, John Ruane
and Tom O’Hara.

Club Secretary Tommy O’Malley (Ballina Branch), Castlebar Branch
member Willie McAndrew (competition winner) and Club Chairman Val
McLoughlin (Ballina Branch).
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DIAMOND WEDDING CELEBRATIONS
Pat McCarthy, Mullingar Branch and
Chairman of HARP Society, and his
wife May from Moorland, Marlinstown,
Mullingar who celebrated their Diamond
Anniversary on 23 April, are pictured here
with their six sons and four daughters.

POETRY CORNER

Chitter Chatter

An Chruinniú

By Michael O’Connor, Sligo / Leitrim Branch

By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

The morning dew sat softly
On the hedges, trees and grass
It glistened as the sunbeams lit
Our way to morning mass
The little birds sang their own tunes
To welcome in the day
Chitter chatter chitter chat
While we went on to pray

We gathered at the bottom
of the wee boreen,
To chew on stalks of grass and rushes
remembering the past.

We reached the Chapel, entered
Took our seats in hallowed ground
The same seat taken every week
Like our neighbours all around
The old padre went through the mass
we sat, we kneeled, we stood
then made our way up to receive
His body and His blood
Refreshed in spirit, feeling pure
We all went out the door
My dad and I would chat and laugh
As we headed home once more
The chitter chatter of the birds
Melodious sounding keys
Were now joined by that summer sound
the haunting drone of bees
Those were the days I often think
When innocence was mine
Life was simple, life was tough
No point for us to whine
For like today we understood
None listened to our pleas
They heard chitter chatter chitter chat
Or the drone of worker bees

Talking wistfully of
Fair days and the bog,
Many acres of hay to be turned
and digging ould sod.
Kicking stones with scuffed shoes
and looking at the sky,
We meander in our thoughts
our closeness and our ties.
Memories of the past
spoke with glee and fun,
and stories relayed with
added punch.
The camaraderie we feel
that stays with us through
A lifetime of tears and
happiness too.
These days though
are never repeated,
but longed for in our minds
a time we created
Awaiting a call back
To the crossroads of our lives,
The silence prevails
Our memories regaled.
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Life and Time

The Taut Line

By Michael Brady, Mullingar Branch

By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

The span of life is short indeed
From the cradle to the grave, and
It’s not so much what we’ve achieved
Or the money we have saved.

He stood on the bank
With taut line,
Facing the Atlantic
Dreaming of past times
Waiting for a nibble.

Or the mansion grand upon the hill
Or beside a secluded shore
Nor the number of expensive cars
Parked outside the brass-knobbed door
Or the fine Degrees our children gained
Or the height of our social climb
The exotic trips to sunny lands
And the way we wine and dine
We sometimes boast of the fast lane
And the hectic style of life
Do we ever reflect on others needs
In a world of pain and strife
Life and Time are precious gifts
Bestowed on us from above
We must ensure that both are filled
With that greatest gift called LOVE
To strike a woman is a cowardly crime
Or to molest an innocent child
Yet more and more these acts occur
The shame- it boggles the mind.
Do we really care about the old
Or how the lonely pine
Or how the starving people
Die long before their time.
We may be young and healthy now
And think it will never end
But years pass and roles will change
It is often we who will then depend
On others deeds of kindness
And their unselfish care
Lord, when we go to the cupboard
Please grant it wont be bare.
Life is one great challenge
To make the best use of our time
When our final hour is beckoned
May we have peace of mind
When the game of life is over
And we can no longer stay
In common with all others
We will end up in the clay.
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The sun reflecting
Over the rippled waters,
Listening to the lapping
As it struck the rocks.
Thoughts of past
Flood to his inner mind
Wondering of when
If ever it would come.
The float bobbles
And is pulled under
He reels in slowly
Waiting for his fish
To take hold.
Mind alert now
As the motion of sea
And reel invade his thoughts.
The rod bends
The line is severed
Nothing is left
But rod and reel
And memories that were.

POETRY CORNER

The Damned Disease
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch
Damn you dementia
You have corrupted
My friend of his life.
You have left him
With wordless confusion,
Memories no longer connected
And a fragile needy person.
You have taken this man
From his family and friends,
With a slow deliberate
Drip of poison in his brain.
Leaving his body a shell
For us who knew him
Wandering in his own mind.
No words or syllables connecting
But a cacophony of
Meaningless words understood
By some,
But misunderstood by others.
Where have you gone dear friend
Why have you been afflicted,
I would dearly take your place.
I will stay with you
As your mind tires of this world,
No longer smiling but confused
Afraid without your partner
Your close confidante,
This is you Dantes Inferno
This is your hell on earth.

Teardrops
By Alice Lawton, Waterford Branch
I saw a teardrop in your eye,
And brief I wished its reign,
I could not bear a heart like thine
To know a moment’s pain.
I took your little hand in mine,
A soothing balm to bring,
Your hand-clasp was as gentle
As the heart that beat within.
There are other hearts and hands
Who offer kind relief
In little trials that tenderness
Might took upon as grief.
Still be consoled, the dews of dawn
Are dried ere summer’s noon,
And tear-drops falling from the sky
But urge the flowers to bloom.
Thus through the pathways of your life
May you fair flowerets find
And petal-soft and ever pure
Sweet thoughts caress your mind,
And if the sharp and surging storm
Should your sweet smile subdue,
You’ll reach some real rewarding rose,
To rouse that smile anew.
(This poem relates to a real event, on seeing teardrops in a
little girl’s eyes. Tears of disappointment).

This poem is dedicated to a friend with frontal lobe
dementia and all those who struggle with this disease.
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GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg.
Number

Status

Name

Station

21228H		

Garda				

Bernard

Mitchell		

Blackrock Station

20429C		

Supt				

James

Cannon		

Ashbourne Station

24677H		

Garda				

John

Costello		

Pearse St Station

24086K		

Garda				

Thomas

Whelan		

Thurles Station

24239L		

Sergeant				

Tony

Merrigan		

Waterford Garda Station

22133C		

Supt				

Gerald

Delmar		

Donnybrook Garda Station

21777H		

Garda				

Edward

McLoughlin

Castlebar Station

24995E		

Sergeant				

John

O’Gorman		

Killarney Garda Station

21298K		

Sergeant				

John

McGrath		

Bridewell Station

24366C		

Sergeant				

Ray

Shanagher		

Roscommon station

22236D		

Sergeant				

Michael

Duggan		

Banagher Station

24497L		

Sergeant				

John

Connolly		

Mullingar Station

23112F		

Garda				

Thomas

Kennedy		

Ballinlough Station

21478G		

Garda				

Michael

Kilbane		

Crossmolina Station

20858B		

Garda				

Kevin

Dooley		

SDU

21130C		

Garda				

Diarmuid Griffin		

Anglesea Street Station

00354K		

Garda				

Geraldine Higgins		

Blackrock Station

23641A		

Garda				

Nevan

Griffith		

Garda College

24035D		

Garda				

Neil

O’Donnell		

Castlebar Station

24639E		

Garda				

Martin

Whitely		

Mooncoin Garda Station

20915E		

Garda				

John

Kennedy		

Naas Station

23390M		

Garda				

John

Lenihan		

Listowel Station

23454M		

Garda				

Connor

Maher		

Caherciveen Station

24263B		

Sergeant				

Stephen

Kelly		

Scotstown Garda Station

24043E		

Inspector				

Declan

Yates		

Balbriggan Garda Station

22315H		

Sergeant				

John

Conlon		

Rosses Point Garda Station

25364B		

Garda				

Thomas

Ryan		

Dundalk Garda Station

DECEASED WIDOWS
Forename

Surname

Address

Branch

Hanna

Browne

Watergrasshill, Co. Cork

Cork City

29/05/2018

widow and member

Mary Theresa

Sweeney

Ennis, Co. Clare

Clare

10/06/2018

widow and member

Mary B

Cronin

Croom, Co.Limerick

Limerick City

18/06/2018

widow and member

Brigid

Sugrue

Killarney, Co.Kerry

Killarney

22/06/2018

widow and member

Margaret

Hogan

Killarney, Co.Kerry

Killarney

19/07/2018

widow and member

Elizabeth

Boylan

Dungourney, Co. Cork

Cork City

27/07/2018

widow and member

May

Fanning

Granard, Longford

Longford

12/08/2018

widow and member

Eileen

Doyle

Kanturk, Cork

Cork West

20/08/2018

widow

Kathleen

Ford

Sutton, Dublin

Dublin North

25/08/2018

widow and member
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DECEASED RELATIVES

NAME					ADDRESS			RELATIONSHIP		BRANCH		DATE OF DEATH
Elizabeth (Betty)
O’Donovan (née Buckley)
Killarney, Co.Kerry		
								
Kitty		
Faulkner			
Dunkeer, Co. Louth		
Gerry		
Crosse			
Donaskeigh, Tipperary		
Michael 		
Fahey			
Ardmore, Waterford 		
Mary		
White			
Ballintubber, Roscommon
Josephine		
O’Connell			
Ballincollig, Cork		
Angela		
Moran			
Carraroe, Sligo		
Conor		
Morgan			
Blackrock, Cork		
Bridget		
Courtney			
Beaumont Dublin		
Paddy		
O’Connor			
Wellington, New Zeland
Annamai 		
Britton( nee Mc Mahon)
Aghintamy, Monaghan
William		
Gallagher			
Waterford City, Waterford
Brian		
Daly			
Glanmire, Cork		
								
Philip		
Chearnley			
Limerick City , Co Limerick
Mary		
McCormack		
Glasnevin, Co.Dublin		
Patrick		
Miller			
Portaloise, Laois		
								
Nora		
Murphy			
Portmagee, Co.Kerry		
Bridie		
MOLONEY (née Malone)
Kilmore, Co. Clare		
Jack		
Kilgannon			
Tubbercurry, Sligo		
Michael 		
Burke			
Cahir, Co.Tipperary		
								
Mary		
Breen (nee O’ Connor),
Tralee, Co. Kerry		
Margaret		
Dixon			
Kilkenny City, Kilkenny		
Junaid		
Syed			
London			
Bernadette		
Neeson			
Milltown, Monaghan Town
Maida		
Curry			
Main Street , Derrylin 		
Maura		
Collins (nee Scanlon)		
Ballybane, Galway		
Anthony		
Lawton			
Nedineagh, Dunmanway, Cork
Alice 		
Crowley (nee Ward) 		
Clonakilty, Co. Cork		
John		
Quinn			
Churchtown, Co.Cork F
								
Michael 		
Goggin			
Little Island, Cork		
Teresa		
Casey			
Wilton Gardens, Cork City.
Marian		
MacNamara		
Ennis, Co.Clare		
Marion		
McCormack (Keaney)		
Castleknock, Dublin		
Mary		
O’ Connel (nee McKenna).
Beaumont, Cork		
Deirdre		
Clerkin			
Terenure, Dublin		
David		
Clancy			
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Sean		
O’Toole			
Cresslough, Co. Donegal
Josephine		
LAVIN (née Slattery)		
Ennis, Co.Clare		
Mary		
Murphy			
Carrigrohane, Co. Cork.
								
Marie		
KINSELLA (née Kearns
Mooncoin, Kilkenny		
Maureen		
QUINN (née Daly) 		
Waterford City, Waterford
Alice		
Lawrence (née Gallahue)
Fethard Co. Tipperary		
Caroline		
Brady (nee Hussey) 		
Clontarf, Co.Dublin		

Wife of Daniel J. O’Donovan
Killarney		
Mother of Paul O’Donovan
Killarney		
Mother of Bart Faulkner
Dublin South
Brother in Law to Christy Lonergan Dublin North
Father of Fiona O’ Brien
Cork City		
Mother of Gerry White		
Athlone		
Wife of Pat O’Connell		
Cork City		
Sister of Noel Dowd		
Athlone		
Grandson of Eilish & P.J. Whelan Cork City		
Wife of John Courtney		
Dublin North
Brother of Michael O’Connor
Dublin North
Wife of Tom Britton		
Monaghan		
Father of Seamus Gallagher
Dun Laoghaire
Son of Bill Daly		
Cork City		
Nephew of Joe Daly		
Laois 		
Father of Tony Chearnley
Limerick City
Sister of John Callaghan
Sligo		
Brother of Tom Miller
(Central Committee Member)
Wexford		
Mother of Sylvester Murphy
Laois 		
Mother of Joanne Daly		
Cork City		
Father of Mick Kilgannon
Sligo Leitrim
Brother of John Burke		
Cork City		
Brother of Dick Burke		
Cork City		
Sister of John O’Connor
Cork City		
Mother of Tom Dixon		
Dublin South
Son in Law of John Mc Coy
Monaghan		
Mother in Law of Seamus Fleming Monaghan		
Mother in Law of Patrick McMorrow Monaghan
Wife of John Collins		
Galway		
Brother of Jim Lawton		
Cork West		
Daughter of late Henry and Phil Ward Cork West
ather of Anthony Quinn
Mullingar		
Brother of Patrick Quinn
Dun Laoghaire
Father of Oliver Goggin
Cork West		
Wife of Bernard Casey		
Cork City		
Daughter of Maura MacNamara Clare		
Wife of John Keaney		
Dublin West
Wife of Sean O’Connell
Cork City		
Daughter of John Clerkin
Dublin South
Brother of John Clancy		
Bray		
Father of John O’Toole		
Waterford		
Wife of John Lavin		
Clare		
Mother to Ted Murphy		
Cork City		
Mother to Mike Murphy
Limerick		
Wife of Joe Kinsella		
Kilkenny		
Wife of Sean Quinn		
Waterford		
Sister of Michael Gallahue
Cork City		
Wife of Peter Brady		
Dublin North

08/03/2018
08/03/2018
23/05/2018
25/05/2018
25/05/2018
26/05/2018
01/06/2018
02/06/2018
10/06/2018
09/06/2018
13/06/2018
15/06/2018
16/06/2018
17/06/2018
17/06/2018
17/06/2018
20/06/2018
20/06/2018
20/06/2018
19/06/2018
23/06/2018
27/06/2018
27/06/2018
29/06/2018
04/07/2018
14/06/2018
03/07/2018
09/05/2018
08/07/2018
11/07/2018
12/07/2018
13/07/2018
13/07/2018
15/07/2018
15/07/2018
15/07/2018
16/07/2018
16/07/2018
24/07/2018
27/07/2018
28/07/2018
26/07/2018
31/07/2018
31/07/2018
05/08/2018
05/08/2018
08/08/2018
09/08/2018
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Philomena		
Anne		
Rose		
Michael 		
Michael 		
Austin		
Ellen (Nelly)

Keeling			
O’Reilly (nee Conlin)		
Breen (nee Buckley),		
O’Shea			
Ahern			
Moran			
O’DEA (née Stokes) 		

Wexford Town, Co. Wexford
Youghal, Co. Cork		
Douglas Road, Cork		
Kilkee, Co. Clare		
Bonmahon , Co. Waterford
Newport, Co. Mayo		
Shannon, Clare 		

Partner of David Lynch		
Mother of Conor O’Reilly
Wife of Noel Breen		
Son of Joe O’Shea		
Brother of Dan Ahern		
Brother of John Moran		
Mother of Aidan J O’Dea

Wexford		
Templemore
Cork City		
Clare		
Cork City		
Galway		
Dublin North

18/08/2018
19/08/2018
20/08/2018
21/08/2018
21/08/2018
22/08/2018
22/08/2018

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
Forename

Surname

Branch

Reg No.

Date of Death

Daniel

Friel

Letterkenny, Co.Donegal

15737F

21/02/2018

Michael John

McCormack

McCormack

13609C

11/05/2018

John

McNulty

Roscam, Galway

13627A

23/05/2018

Michael

Fahey

Ardmore, Waterford

10981K

25/05/2018

John

Travers

Nenagh, Tipperary

20151M

26/05/2018

Michael

Kyne

Dundrum, Dublin

10856A

31/05/2018

Willie

Conneely

Bray, Co.Wicklow

15495D

13/06/2018

Nicholas

Caesar

Dunboyne, Co. Meath

13765M

17/06/2018

Jim

O’Callaghan

Claremorris, Co.Mayo

10609G

20/06/2018

John

Gillespie

Renmore, Co.Galway

10652F

23/06/2018

William

Meagher

Sutton, Dublin

14388C

27/06/2018

Timothy

Flaherty

Rathmines, Dublin

10172K

27/06/2018

Joseph Austin

King

Athboy, Co.Meath

14579C

30/06/2018

Brian

Moran

Clifden, Co.Galway

21474D

03/07/2018

Jim

Redmond

New Ross, Co Wexford

14060M

07/07/2018

Michael

Howe

Kilkenny City, Kilkenny

10934G

08/07/2018

John

Yorke

Drogheda, Co.Louth

22971G

17/07/2018

Charles

McGee

Enfield, Co. Meath

13231D

20/07/2018

John P

Fitzpatrick

Greystones, Co. Limerick

12935F

24/07/2018

Joseph

Reynolds

Mountbellew, Co. Galway

13628L

24/07/2018

Patrick J.

McLoughlin

Tullamore, Co Offaly

14818M

25/07/2018

Joe

Somers

Bundoran, Co. Donegal

15701E

27/07/2018

Maurice

Walsh

Swords, Co.Dublin

16914E

03/08/2018

Brendan

Houlihan

Naas, Co. Kildare

13680H

10/08/2018

Martin

O’Connor

Glasnevin, Dublin

15198L

13/08/2018

Denis

Falahee

Templemore, Co. Tipperary

18225G

14/08/2018

Michael

Kennedy

Churchtown, Dublin

10191E

17/08/2018

Michael

Ahern

Bonmahon , Co. Waterford

17727L

21/08/2018

Austin

Moran

Newport, Co. Mayo

21697F

22/08/2018

Gabriel

O’Malley

Portmarnock, Dublin

14028G

23/08/2018

John

Hartigan

Clontarf, Dublin

12995L

24/08/2018

Cailin

Gallogly

Swinford, Co. Mayo

17282M

24/08/2018

Patrick

Teahan

Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry

18526D

25/08/2018
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NEW MEMBERS
SURNAME

BRANCH

FORENAME

Alan

Coates

MEATH

Thomas

McManus

BALLINA

Joe

O’Connor

CAVAN

John

Madden

DUBLIN SOUTH

FORENAME

Patrick

Naughton

DUBLIN SOUTH

Patrick

SURNAME

Beirne

BRANCH

LONGFORD

James

Byrne

DUBLIN NORTH

Brian

Brunton

DUBLIN WEST

Aidan

O’Connell

CORK

Denis

Tracey

LIMERICK

Brendan A.

Casey

WEXFORD

Charles

Farrell

SLIGO

Cornyn

DONEGAL NORTH
DUBLIN SOUTH

Pamela

Coss

MONAGHAN

Anthony

Phyllis

Nolan

WATERFORD

Denis

McCarthy

Kathleen

O’Shea

FERMOY

Bernard

Casey

CORK

Philomena

Reidy

CORK

Rowland

Connell

WEXFORD

Declan

Murray

MEATH

Martin

Crehan

ATHLONE

Patrick

Marry

MULLINGAR

John

Furlong

MEATH

Edward

Davin

DUBLIN WEST

Fiona

Dunne

DUNDALK

Noel

Carolan

DUBLIN NORTH

Sean

Dunning

LONGFORD

Brighid

Hannigan

DROGHEDA

Fionnuala

McDonagh

CLARE

Keogh

DUBLIN WEST

Gillard

DROGHEDA

Mary

Keon

DONEGAL SOUTH

James

Noreen

Bell

MONAGHAN

John

Alastair

Lee

DONEGAL NORTH

James P

Connor

TRALEE

Juliet

Moynihan

CORK

Noel

McGuire

OFFALY

Angelene

Conefry

DUN LAOGHAIRE

Denis

McMahon

DUBLIN NORTH

Joy

DUBLIN WEST

Paul

Molloy

DUBLIN NORTH

Garrett

Sean

Barry

CORK

Eugene

McGann

DUBLIN SOUTH

Moran

MULLINGAR
GALWAY

Joseph

Hannigan

DONEGAL NORTH

Maureen

Edward

O’Dwyer

CLONMEL

Dónall

ó Cualáin

James Vincent

Connor

NENAGH

Mairead

Fahey

DUNGARVAN

Anne

Tierney

CASTLEBAR

John

Brennan

CLARE

John

Daly

DUN LAOGHAIRE

Michael

Kilbane

BALLINA

Dwyer

CORK WEST

Quinn

NAAS

Anna

Donlon

MONAGHAN

Ann

Stephen

Folan

GALWAY

Kathleen

John

Keating

DUBLIN SOUTH

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR
ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps
members informed of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or
items of interest you would like to see included in the future, contact the General
Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8;
e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.
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May 1968 Class Reunion at Hodson Bay Hotel Athlone
On Thursday 10 May 2018, 13 members of the May 1968 Class assembled at Athlone’s Hodson Bay Hotel to mark the
50th anniversary of their attestation to An Garda Síochána.
Before enjoying a celebratory dinner, they stood in the May sunshine for a group photo. The picture shows men with
silver hair well able to stand to attention, so some credit must go to Sgt John Long, their Class Drill Instructor! The group
wishes to thank Brian Fahy (Senior Man) and Cormac Gordon for making the arrangements.

Enjoying the celebratory reunion dinner at the Hodson
Bay Hotel (l-r): Jim Cummins, Pat Killalea, Tim Bowe,
Tony Cohen and Joe Gallagher and their wives. (Photo
courtesy of Billy Saunderson)

December 1967 & January 1968
Class Reunion
The December 1967 and January 1968 Classes
are planning a lunch reunion in a central
location for a chat and catch up. Please contact
John Mulligan (December 1967 Class) at 0872900488 or email johng.mulligan@gmail.com
for further details.

Pictured at the May 1968 Class Reunion were (l-r): James
Miggin, Tim Bowe, Michael Morahan, Brian Fahy, Joe Gallagher
James Cummins, Tony Coen, John Clancy, Michael Dalton,
Michael Martin, Cormac Gordon, Pat Killalea and Willie
Saunderson. (Photo courtesy of James Miggin)

Sixth Annual Interdenominational
Ceremony (15 September)
The GSRMA President and the HARP
Society extend a warm welcome to
all police families and their friends to
the sixth annual interdenominational
ceremony for the RIC and DMP fallen.
The ceremony will take place at St
Paul of the Cross Church, Mount Argus
in Dublin on Saturday 15 September (starting at 2.30pm
sharp). The Garda Chaplains will officiate with a choir and
band. Decorations and medals (police and military) may be
worn.

April 1965 Class Reunion
If any members of the April 1965 Class are interested in a
reunion please contact Sean Corcoran 087-7579542 or Billy
Creedon 086-2338606.

Keeping Motorbike Memories on track!
Front Row (l-r): Seamus Breathnach, Joe Mulvihill,
Garda Neal Boyle, Sgt Ned Shepherd, Garda Liam
Wall, Garda Reggie Barrett, Tom Flanagan, Eddie
Finucane. Middle Row (l-r): Michael Durcan, Noel
Gore, Pat Daly, Michael Esmond, Sean Treacy, John
Culligan, Liam Brussels, John Clarke, Back Row
(l-r): John Mulligan, Michael McKenna, Charles
Hyland, Pat Somers, Kevin Connell, Seamus Quinn
and Paul Bergin. (Photos courtesy of John
Mulligan, Dublin North Branch).

128 Síocháin

Tralee Branch member John
Fitzgerald (12745M), a retired
detective of the Special
Detective Unit (SDU) at Dublin
Castle, who is 83 years young,
is reminiscing of younger days
when he was in Raheny Garda
Station driving a motorbike, as
he admires his grandson’s motorbike.
(Photo courtesy of grand-daughter Dawn Ni Mhongain)

THE BERRY
BEST TASTE

NEW NAME,
SAME FUEL.

For more information visit www.circlek.ie

