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New Year - New Car?
With a Car Loan from St Raphael’s, you own the car right from the start.

And with loan approval, you’ll know it’s yours the moment you spot the car of 

your dreams. Apply for a Car Loan now and start 2016 in style.
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Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Credit is only available to persons aged 18 or over. Loans are subject to repayment capacity and financial status. Security may be required. Loans can be 
repaid weekly/monthly. Rates and repayments are correct as at 20th August 2015. St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. *APR means Annual Percentage Rate

Representative example: A typical E1,000 one year variable loan will have 12 monthly repayments of E85.58, Interest 4.95% variable, APR* 5.06%. If the APR does not vary during the
term of the loan the total cost of credit of this loan (i.e. total amount repayable less the amount of the loan) would be E27.20. The total amount payable is E1,027.20

Warning - If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.

BY PHONE CALL IN ONLINE

0818 247 365 www.straphaelscu.ie
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STATE FUNERAL FOR 
A FALLEN HERO

The fatal shooting of Garda Tony Golden in Louth, who became the 88th member of the 
Force to die on duty, is another stark reminder of the risks and challenges faced at the 
frontline, from dealing with subversives to coping with cutbacks in policing resources. 

On Sunday 11 October, 2015, a young married father-
of-three, Garda Anthony (Tony) Golden, Omeath 

Garda Station, responded to a domestic dispute. He 
assisted local woman, Siobhán Philips, who was assaulted 
by her partner. She feared for her life. Garda Golden’s job 
was to prevent crime; the main duty of a Garda. 
     His decision was to escort her home; help her to collect 
her belongings and take her to a place of safety. Domestic 
incidents are part of the everyday duty of Gardaí. A report 
from Safe Ireland shows that 800 people received such 
support some days.
     Arriving at her house they were confronted by her 
armed partner, Adrian Crevan Mackin. The unarmed 
Garda was shot dead instantly. Siobhan Philips was also 
shot and seriously injured. 
     They had not a chance. What made the situation 
worse was Mackin was on bail from the Special Criminal 
Court, Dublin, where he had been charged with 
membership of an unlawful organisation.

88th GARDA TO DIE
Garda Golden was the 88th member of the Force to 
die on duty. He was a dedicated member of An Garda 
Síochána and much admired locally. This brave officer was 
helping his community, near the border, in County Louth. 
He was a loving husband and father of three young 
children; who always helped whenever help was needed. 
     It was a case of national sadness and as a result 
a state funeral took place at Blackrock, attended by 
President Michael D. Higgins, An Taoiseach Enda Kenny, 
Garda Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan and many other 
dignitaries. 
     Thousands attended his funeral including serving and 
retired members of An Garda Síochána. It was a fitting 
tribute to this fallen hero.
     This shocking incident reminded us of another murder, 
a few miles away, of Detective Garda Adrian O’Donoghue 
in January 2013. He was another much-loved married 
father of two, who was shot dead at the Lordship Credit 
Union when escorting a cash-in-transit delivery. 

MURDER CASES RE-EXAMINED
The shock of these murders is fading and many related 
issues need to be re-examined:
• The ongoing criminal activities of subversive groups, 

on both sides of the Border, continue almost 20 years 
since the signing of the Good Friday Agreement. 
Comments like “they haven’t gone away you know” 
is an example of a ‘softly-softly’ approach.

• We have had years of dwindling Garda numbers, 
closing of Garda Stations and cutbacks in policing 
resources. Communities  live in fear and are now 
organising meetings to highlight their views.

• The criminal justice system needs re-examination; 
updating legislation, bail laws and sentencing policy. 
Law-abiding citizens’ rights are neglected.

Ireland had 704 Garda stations but recently one sixth 
of those were closed down. These closures shocked the 
public. Garda stations were visible and people had sense 
of security. A Garda lived there and responded, whether 
on or off duty, when a call came in. 
     Locals could go to the station and discuss, in 
confidence, incidents with a Garda they knew. They are 
unhappy discussing private matters via systems they 
do not trust. Systems that are bugged and scanned by 
criminals.
     Citizens needs help and not promises. The GSRMA 
fully supports them and also supports the Policing 
Authority Bill, if not advised by foreign police officers 
where a gun culture exists. What is wrong with advice 
from Irish citizens or retired Garda members!
     The GSRMA wishes to extend sincere sympathies 
to Tony Golden’s wife, Nicola, their beautiful children 
Lucy, Alex and Andrew; to parents Breege and David 
and brothers David, Kenneth, Patrick, Seán; sister Mary; 
relatives and friends.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis

EDITORIAL TRIBUTE
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

I would like to send my best wishes to the 
members of the Garda Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association, and to your 
families and friends, as we celebrate the 
Christmas season.
 Christmas is a time for reflection; 
and I hope that each of you, as you look 
back on a career of public service, does 
so in a spirit of great pride at the valuable 
contribution you have made to our society. 
 For so many of you, it is a 
contribution you continue to make in 
the many voluntary roles you undertake, 
generously offering your skills and 
expertise to your communities and your 
fellow citizens.
 I am of course aware that, while 
Christmas is a season of joy and happiness 
for many, for others it is a time greatly 
shadowed by bereavement or loneliness. 
 I will remember those of you for whom this Christmas will be a difficult 
one, and I hope that 2016 will bring you new serenity and comfort.
As we approach this festive season may I wish you all a peaceful Christmas and 
a fulfilling New Year.

Michael D. Higgins
Uachtarán na hÉireann
President of Ireland

MESSAGE FROM 

President Michael D. Higgins
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Dedicated Service Recognised
On behalf of the Government, I have the honour once again 
of wishing the members of the Garda Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association and their families a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.
 Every woman and man in An Garda Síochána 
deserves our thanks and support and I acknowledge and 
thank you for your dedicated service over the years in 
making our society safer. 
 Indeed, I know that many of you draw on the skills 
and experiences that you gained as members of An Garda 
Síochána to continue to make a valuable contribution to the 
communities in which you live.
 Now that the extreme fiscal crisis has started to ease it is only right that public 
service employees and pensioners including retired members of An Garda Síochána 
who have made significant financial sacrifices during that difficult period should also 
begin to share in the ongoing recovery. 
 I am pleased that this Government has been able to begin the process of pay 
and pension restoration. While we might wish to do more, faster, we must adopt a 
prudent approach to managing the ongoing improvements in the public finances. We 
must not repeat the mistakes of the past.
 I want to assure you that this Government is committed to investing in An 
Garda Síochána so that it has the resources to provide visible and responsive policing 
services in rural and urban communities throughout the country.
 During this Christmas season we remember Garda Tony Golden who 
tragically lost his life in the line of duty last October. I know that you shared the 
nation’s sadness at his loss but you also know that his bravery and courage will always 
be a reminder to us all of the risks taken by our Gardaí in the course of their duty each 
and every day.
 I commend the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association for the sterling 
work it continues to do in creating and maintaining a network of retired Gardaí and 
their families. Long may their endeavours continue.

Wishing you all a very happy and safe Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New 
Year.

Enda Kenny, T.D.
Taoiseach
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Strategic Plan Provides the Benchmark
Cuireann sé an-áthas ormsa ar mo chéad 
bhliain mar Uachtarán ar Chumann Scoir 
Chomhalta an Gharda Síochána, Nollaig faoi 
shona agus faoi shláinte a mholadh ar ghach 
ball don Chumann, dá gclann agus dá gcáirde 
go léir.

As President of the GSRMA, I am committed 
to protecting the interest of our members 
and keeping them well-informed on all issues 
that affect their financial, social and general 
wellbeing.
 Our strategic plan provides the 
benchmark for the performance of the central 
committee and its membership. They identify 
the GSRMA as having the potential to 
provide a pivotal role as the leading voice in 
the protection of our pension rights.
 Our central committee is made up of 
strong voices from all regions and I am satisfied, that from their commitment and 
energy, we will bring about changes that will benefit our members going forward.
 I send Christmas greetings to all central committee members, the operational 
staff and their families, to all members of the GSRMA and their families at home and 
abroad and to all serving Garda colleagues and to all Garda Associations. 
 I extend special blessings on all our 44 branches throughout the state, their 
executive and social committees and to our advertisers, sponsors and all those who 
assist with the publication of the ‘Síocháin’ magazine.
 To all our members who suffered the loss of a loved one over the past year, or 
who are sick or suffering ill health, worry or anxiety, or who may be facing a difficult 
or sad Christmas, I hope they will find solace in the dawning of the New Year and 
experience hope and peace. 
 This Christmas we remember especially Nicola Golden and her three children 
who suffered the loss of their beloved Tony who was taken so tragically from them.

Nollaig agus bliain nua iontach daoibh go léir.

Best wishes,

Matt Cosgrave
GSRMA President
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Remembering the Unsung Heroes
It gives me great pleasure to have been provided with 
the opportunity to extend my season’s greetings and 
best wishes to all our retired members and friends as 
we approach the end of 2015. 
 I hope that the upcoming festive period is one 
which you spend in the company of loved ones, after 
all it is for this that Christmas is so special to so many 
of us. 
 Sadly, the family of Garda Tony Golden will be 
facing into a traumatic and sad Christmas this year. 
All Christmases from this point on will be tinged with 
sadness and reflection, but I know I speak for us all 
retired and serving when I say the Garda family will be there to support them in any 
way we can. 
 I also extend my sympathies to any other member of the Garda family who 
has lost a loved one during 2015, and my thoughts and wishes for a speedy recovery to 
anyone currently suffering ill health. 
 As we look forward to 2016 it’s important that we all continue to work 
together. The ongoing transformation of An Garda Síochána can only properly take 
place through both the recognition of the hard work and achievements of those who 
have gone before us, and the pool of knowledge that we have inherited from retired 
members. 
 2016 will bring new challenges but we will meet those challenges. The legacy 
and ongoing support and wisdom of former members is essential in strengthening our 
resolve, renewing our culture and marching forward with pride. 
 I look forward to building on our relationship further in 2016, and I wish you, 
your families and your loved ones a peaceful Christmas period, and a healthy and 
prosperous 2016. 

Guim Nollaig shiochanta agus Athbhllain shona daoibh go hair.

Yours sincerely,

Noirín O’Sullivan
Garda Commissioner
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Magic of Christmas Stays the Same
Happy Christmas Dear Reader. As I put pen to paper, or more correctly as I tap the keys on 
my laptop, our Garda Family has been bereaved once more with the violent murder of Garda 
Tony Golden in Omeath – the 88th Garda to have been killed in the line of duty. 
 May God rest his young and courageous soul, and to Nicola, his three children and to 
his heartbroken parents and family, our prayerful sympathy.
 This poem composed by Retired Garda Sergeant Paddy Farrell from Co. Meath strikes 
a chord with me as I look back with fondness to my childhood days growing up under the 
shadow of Mount Argus monastery and the church where I am based.

“As we toddle through our childhood
As we search through memory’s store
‘Tis that long gone Christmas morning
That keeps coming to the fore.

When we left our beds so early
To check if Santy came
While our mam and dad excited
Soon joined us in the game.

Oh! The excitement it was mighty
As we checked our little toys
But there was still a bigger thrill
And a peak to all our joys.

We got on the road quite early
Heading for our church in town
The stars still lit the heaven
While the waning moon looked down

We reached the church with time to spare 
And to the front did go 
We saw the baby Jesus 
And our hearts with joy did glow 

When Mama took the baby up 
Our hearts near burst with joy 
To behold the baby Jesus 
In the form of a little boy.

The joy that swelled within our hearts
Still inspires us to this day
We have a friend in Jesus
To whom we daily pray.

At no time ever in my life
Did anything surpass
The joy that did enwrap me
At that early Christmas Mass.

I know that time moves on and it is a very different world now 
compared to the world of the late 1940s and early 50s when 
I was a little boy. But some things have not changed and the 
message, the meaning and the magic of Christmas is the same 
today as it always was: ‘The Word becoming flesh and dwelling 
among us’.
 I pray that the Infant Son of God will be with you and 
your family and all our Garda colleagues, serving and retired, 
during this Christmas time and throughout the New Year.

Fr Joe Kennedy, CP, 
Garda Chaplin
Mount Argus
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M O V I N G  F R O M 
P R E S E R V A T I O N 
T O  I N N O V A T I O N

Connectivity is a major and essential component 
of your digital platform. But your business needs 
more. So we take a more holistic approach. From 
front to back, we step up. We take responsibility 
for the design, build and maintenance. We’re 
accountable for ensuring your connectivity is 
not only high performance, but integrated and 
optimised with your LAN, cloud services, apps 
and hardware. Which we can design, build and 
maintain as well.

virginmediabusiness.ie
1800 924 220



ASSOCIATION NEWS

Congratulations to Noel E. O’Sullivan who was recently elected Vice Chairman of 
the Alliance of Retired Public Servants. The Alliance represents 20 organisations 
with over 110,000 retired civil and public servants.
     Noel is a Dublin North Branch representative on the GSRMA Central Committee 
and is very experienced on pension-related matters. Noel and the GSRMA General 
Secretary Paschal Feeney will attend all meetings of the Alliance to continue our 
fight for the full restoration of pensions to retired public servants. 

ALLIANCE VICE PRESIDENT

CORK CITY BRANCH
GSRMA SEMINAR
A one-day seminar will take place in the Skylon Hotel, 
Drumcondra, Dublin on Thursday 21 January, 2016. 
Branch secretaries and chairpersons from all 44 
branches will be invited. It will commence at 10 am and 
conclude at 4pm. Seminar workshops will mainly focus 
on recruitment and GSRMA membership.
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The very first walk organised by the branch resulted 
in a group of 16 stepping it out at Ballincollig Regional 
Park on 30 September. Afterwards all enjoyed tea and 
cake on the Banks of the River Lee, as part of a ‘Go 
for Life’ event to promote physical activity for retired 
members. Next year the branch plans to promote 
walks in areas like: Douglas, Carrigaline, Blarney and 
Blackrock.

Relaxing in the sunshine after a walk in the park were (l-r): Phyllis 
McCarthy, Mary Mohally, Phyllis Barrett, Breda Bowe, Anne Reilly, 
Hannah Kirby and Beattie Barrett. 
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)

CORK WEST BRANCH
The Indian summer arrived in late September 
when McCarthy’s luxury coach (Bandon) conveyed 
a group from Cork West Branch to the Salthill 
Hotel, Galway. They stopped on the upward/
downward journey at Gort, availing of the facilities at 
O’Sullivan’s Hotel and Coole Park Estate, the home 
of Lady Gregory.
    They toured Galway City by road train and 
the Corrib river  by ferry..All enjoyed a tour of 
Connemara, with relaxing breaks at Kylemore Abbey 
and Clifden. Social evenings were really enjoyed 
and the outing concluded with the usual enjoyable 
meal at the Hibernian Hotel in Mallow.
     The annual mass in the Convent Chapel Bandon 
was followed by lunch in the Munster Arms Hotel. 
The Branch presented the Jamie Wall Trust Fund 
with a €1,000 cheque – the total proceeds from a 
fundraising night in August – which was graciously 
accepted by Michael Wall (father). 
     Many will associate Michael’s father Jim from his 
time as a police duty instructor at the Garda College 
in Templemore.

On 6 October a group from Nenagh Branch visited 
The Guinness Storehouse and the National Museum 
(Collins Barracks). The party left Nenagh by bus 
arriving at 11.15 am for their guided tour of the 
storehouse. 
     We were given an extended tour of the building 
and the expertise in creating the perfect pint was 
explained to all. The highlight came at the end of the 

tour when each person was invited to pull their own 
pint and of course drink it.
     There we were free to roam around the museum 
and view all the exhibits and historical state archives. 
The ladies in the group had a special interest in the 
Ib Jorgensen exhibits. After the tour we hit the road 
for Nenagh, making a pit-stop at Junction 14. .A most 
enjoyable day was had by all.

NENAGH BRANCH

M O V I N G  F R O M 
P R E S E R V A T I O N 
T O  I N N O V A T I O N

Connectivity is a major and essential component 
of your digital platform. But your business needs 
more. So we take a more holistic approach. From 
front to back, we step up. We take responsibility 
for the design, build and maintenance. We’re 
accountable for ensuring your connectivity is 
not only high performance, but integrated and 
optimised with your LAN, cloud services, apps 
and hardware. Which we can design, build and 
maintain as well.

virginmediabusiness.ie
1800 924 220





ASSOCIATION NEWS

Síocháin   17

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH
On 15 September the DMR West 
Group met up at Westmanstown 
for an outing to Cavan and 
Fermanagh. The bus set off at 
8.30am on what turned out to be 
a very enjoyable excursion. 
     Their first stop was the 
Virginia Lake Hotel, overlooking 
the beautiful lake where all 
enjoyed tea, coffee and scones. 
Suitably refreshed, everyone 
looked forward to the next stop, 
in the town of ‘Paddy Reilly’ i.e.  
Ballyjamesduff, where they visited 
the Cavan museum. It was an 
extraordinary and interesting 
experience.
    Firstly, an excellent guide gave 
them the reconstruction of the 
WW1 trenches. The trenches 
were an excellent copy of the 
trenches of the Western Front 
in WW1. It was a very sobering 
experience to learn of the 
dreadful conditions and hardship experienced by 
these soldiers. It brought home the futility of war; 
we have not really learned anything from it when so 
many wars are still happening throughout the world.
    The museum tour was also very interesting. “It was 
a source of pride to see that our former colleagues 
Mick Higgins and the “Gunner” Brady made it into 
the Cavan Museum section. In fact one could have 
spent a full day in the museum, which gave a great 
overview of the history of County Cavan.
    The next stop was the Florencecourt in Fermanagh 
to visit the Marble Arch caves – a UNESCO Heritage 
Site. We started with an excellent lunch in the 

restaurant.
The caves were fascinating and we had a number of 
excellent young people as guides. 
    It was fascinating to see the stalagmites, which 
had been growing for thousands of years (they grow 
two millimeters every hundred years). We travelled 
by boat on the underground river and what a 
remarkable experience.
    When we finished it was time to turn for home but 
first we stopped again in the Virginia Lakes Hotel for 
evening dinner. After a pleasant meal and a delightful 
day, all were in good form as the happy and satisfied 
group arrived back in Westmanstown. A vote of 
appreciation was given to our organiser Adrian Darcy

Pictured outside the Marble Arch Caves in Fermanagh were (l-r): Michael Griffin, Peter 
O’Connor, Frank Timoney. Maureen Carty, Rosalind Killelea, Kevin Griffin, Mick Byrne, 
Joyce Griffin, Adrian Darcy, Liam Collins Maura Timoney, Nola Byrne, Sheila Collins, 
Pat Killelea, Bernie O’Brien, Jack Crystal, Peter McCabe, Dave Barron, Maeve McCabe, 
Phil O’Connell, Jim O’Brien, Breda Kelly, and Peter Geraty.

THURLES BRANCH
The Celtic Cross and headstone, erected 51 years ago over the grave 
of a founding member of the Force, was restored to former glory in 
Ballymoreen Cemetery, Littleton a few months ago. 
     Garda Michael Meara (Reg. No. 4263) who died 24 February 1964,  
opened the Garda Barracks  in Littleton in August 1923 and afterwards 
gave a lifetime of service (41 years) to the area. 
     Full details of his history was published in the Summer 2012 issue of 
Síocháin. This photograph shows the headstone restoration work and the 
high respect held by the local community for the very first Garda in their 
Tipperary village. The Celtic Cross and headstone erected in 

memory of a founding member of the Force.
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DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH
On Wednesday 16 September, a group set out on a 
day trip to visit Johnstown Castle and J.F. Kennedy’s 
Homestead in Co. Wexford. At 9.30am on a bright and 
sunny morning their luxury coach departed. First stop 
was Jack White’s Lounge and Restaurant for tea, coffee, 
scones and light refreshments, giving everybody an 
opportunity to become acquainted. 
    At 1pm they arrived at Johnstown Castle for a guided 
tour of the Irish Agricultural Museum and Famine 
Exhibition, as memories flooded back on seeing the 
extensive collection of old farm machinery and tractors 
all beautifully restored. They were also given a guided 
tour of the Famine Exhibition which described the effects 
of the great potato famine of the late 1840s. 
    The J.F. Kennedy Homestead in Dunganstown was 
their next destination, and navigating the large coach 
through the winding country roads and lanes was an 
adventure in itself. Patrick Grennan, a direct descendent 
of the Kennedy family who is now living at the ancestral 
home, extended a warm welcome and was their tour 
guide. 
    The centre houses a cultural museum dedicated in 
JFK’s own words “To the Kennedys who went away and 
the Kennedys who stayed behind”. It includes a unique 
collection of Kennedy memorabilia, with video footage 
documenting John F. Kennedy’s trip to visit his cousins 
shortly before his death in 1963. 
    As the group walked out into the courtyard where 
President Kennedy met his cousins they could 
almost sense his presence. For some it was extra 
special, because they played an active role during the 
President’s visit to Ireland in June 1963. 
     John Hamill clearly remembered the big occasion; he 
was on duty when JFK drank tea there with his cousins. 
A youthful SDU member, 52 years ago, he vividly 
recounted the scene of the open air tea party and had 

GSRMA members who played an active role during President 
Kennedy’s visit to Ireland in June 1963 (l-r): Bernard King, 
John Hamill, (pictured with Patrick Grennan, Curator of the 
JFK Centre in Dunganstown, Co. Wexford), Bill Herlihy, John 
Ruane and Maurice Garde. 

lovely memories of the charismatic US President.
    The sun was still shining when the Dun Laoghaire 
coach arrived at the Riverside Park Hotel in Enniscorthy 
where everyone had a very enjoyable dinner, putting 
everyone in good spirits for the homeward journey. A 
very sincere thanks to the organising committee for a 
very enjoyable day in Wexford.

Annual Mass: At 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 6 January, 
2016, a mass will be celebrated for deceased members 
of the ‘F’ District in the Boylan Centre, Sussex Street, 
Dun Laoghaire.

Monthly Coffee Mornings: At 11am on the first 
Tuesday of every month a coffee morning and gathering 
for branch members takes place at Bakers Corner. 
All are more than welcome to attend. Contact Eamon 
Hession, Branch Secrectary, on 085-2320747

ASSOCIATION NEWS

PORTLAOISE BRANCH
On Thursday 18 June, members from the Portlaoise Branch 
enjoyed a very informative trip to the capital. Their first stop 
was at Collins Barracks, Dublin for a two-hour tour of the 
National Museum of Ireland. 
    This exhibition examined the decade of disturbance 
between 1913 and 1923, from the Dublin Lockout, through 
the Easter Rising to the end of the Civil War. A very relaxed 
coffee break was also enjoyed at the venue.
    From the National Museum they crossed the River 
Liffey to the Guinness Storehouse where all were given an 
enlightened guided tour, through seven storeys of Guinness 
heritage and history. The tour ended in the Gravity Bar which 
boasts a 360° panoramic view over Dublin. 
    Most were able to enjoy a nice cold complimentary pint of the dark stuff and some were even treated to a 
second one by our generous guide. Their day was nicely finished off with a visit to the Poitín Still for food and 
refreshments.

Members from the Portlaoise Branch pictured outside the 
Guinness Storehouse, during their trip to Dublin in June.
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FERMOY BRANCH
On 28 May, Chairman Hugh 
Collins presented Mary O’Driscoll 
with a GSRMA certificate of 
appreciation. Mary is widow of 
the late Garda Daniel J. O’Driscoll 
(10837E) who died in 1993.
    For the last 22 years, Mary is 
a loyal GSRMA member of the 
Fermoy Branch. Her late husband, 
Dan was born in Bandon and 
joined An Garda Siochana in 
1954. His first station was Birr, 
Co. Offaly and in June of 1955 he 
went to Ferbane. It was there that 
he met the Sergeant-In-Charge by 
the name of McTeague. 
    There was a young boy there 
called Tony and Dan took him under his wing. 
This young boy turned out to be the famous Tony 
McTeague whose footballing career in Offaly will 
never be forgotten. Dan brought this boy to all the 
matches and, no doubt, sowed the seeds for his 
future footballing career. 
    In 1957 Dan applied for a transfer to Cork, but the 
opposite end of the country (Lifford, Co. Donegal) 
was on his D20. As Dan had no car, he depended on 
the Dance Bands to get to Cork and back during visits 
home. 
     In October 1959 he eventually got back to 
Kildorrery Co Cork. He married in 1963 and was 
stationed in Fermoy where he retired in 1984. A total 
GAA man who played all the national games, Dan’s 
legacy lives on through his son, John, who is the 
Juvenile Liaison Officer attached to Mayfield Station, 
Cork.

Fermoy Group Tours Westport: On 5 August, 32 
members from Fermoy travelled by luxury coach on 
well planned trip to Westport, Co. Mayo. Their first 

stop was Oranmore where tea coffee was arranged. 
Next stop was in Maam Cross, where all participated 
in refreshments of the stronger kind putting them 
in good spirits before departure for the Dan O’Hara 
homestead in Clifden. 
    A guided tour was arranged and all present were 
taken back a long number of years and reminded of 
old times. Taking the scenic route to Westport gave 
them the opportunity to stop in Leenane and more 
refreshments. Accommodation was arranged in Hotel 
Westport on B&B and evening meal basis. 
    Some wanted to visit Matt Molloy’s pub, but we 
had brought our own entertainment with music by 
Larry O’Hara, and this continued into the wee hours. 
The following day all departed Westport at 1pm and 
visited the National Museum of Ireland (Country Life) 
in Castlebar, which was well worth visiting. 
    From there it was on to Knock, where some 
prayed, some slept, some drank holy water and other 
water that was not so holy! For some, their last visit 
was 1979 and it brought back memories. On the 
homeward journey, they enjoyed a beautiful meal in 
the Old Ground Hotel in Ennis.

Members of the Fermoy Group pictured outside the Grand Hotel before their western trip.

GSRMA TAX CONSULTANT
Mary Farrell provides a nationwide service to all GSRMA members, either 
by e-mail or post. She will also deal with individual clients by phone to 
clear up any tax issues that arise or may need clarification. 
Mary provides a high quality advice to individuals and businesses, at a 
reasonable and predictable cost, on issues such as Income Tax/PRSI/
USC; Corporation Tax; VAT; Capital Gains Tax; Capital Acquisitions Tax; 
Stamp Duty and Property Tax. 

Contact Mary Farrell on 074-9125346 or email info@taxadviceservices.ie
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The GSRMA Social Club made their 
Autumn Holiday to the Galway Bay Hotel 
in Salthill. Our first coach trip took us to 
the Cliffs of Moher, and en route we visited 
the fascinating limestone landscape of the 
Burren, Dunguaire Castle, Corcomroe Abbey, 
the iconic Poulnabrone Dolmen (wedge-
tomb) dating from the late Neolithic period 
(circa. 2,500 BC) and the ruins of Kilfenora 
Cathedral that date from the sixth century. 
    The highlight of the trip was the 
spectacular 700-foot Cliffs of Moher that 
stretch for five miles along the Atlantic 
coastline in Co. Clare. They are now the most 
visited attraction in the country and a ‘must see’ for 
visitors to Ireland. 
    The cliffs are dominated by O’Brien’s Tower and 
we could see the Aran Islands, Galway Bay along 
with the Twelve Pins and Maam Turk Mountains in 
Connemara. The state-of-the-art visitor centre is worth 
a visit in its own right. An eco-friendly building, it is 
barely visible from the outside and is built into the 
mountainside with a grass roof.
    The hotel’s ‘Trad on the Prom’ provided a 
superb night’s entertainment; two hours of Irish 
music provided by violinist Máirín Fahy and her 
band, accompanied by dancers and vocalists. The 
performers were world champions in their respective 
fields and included Máirín’s sister Yvonne, an 
extremely multitalented instrumentalist, who not only 
played the accordion but also the bodhrán, tin whistle, 
percussion and double bass.
    Dancer Claire Greaney won the world championship 
no less than six times while Cian Nolan danced 
alongside Michael Flatley in the ‘Lord of the Dance’ 
and later performed in the lead role in the show for 
six years. The show is now in its 11th year and should 
on no account be missed if visiting Galway during the 
summer.
    Next up was a coach tour of Connemara with our 
guide Mike.  This time we were much less fortunate 
with the weather as it rained all day. However, with 

the assistance of raincoats and umbrellas, we visited 
Ross Errily Abbey near Headford, Cong village in Co 
Mayo (location for The Quiet Man movie), Leenane 
village near Killary Harbour and the magnificent 
Kylemore Abbey. 
    The Abbey is now home to a community of 
Benedictine nuns who arrived here from Belgium 
in 1920 when their Abbey in Ypres, Belgium was 
destroyed during WW1. Originally a hunting lodge, it 
was visited by Mitchel Henry while on honeymoon with 
his bride Margaret Vaughan in 1850. 
    They were so charmed with the area that they later 
returned and bought it along with 15,000 surrounding 
acres. It changed hands a number of times after their 
death and the Benedictine nuns, who have a long 
tradition in education, opened a fashionable boarding 
school for girls which existed from 1923 until it closed 
in 2010 due to declining numbers. 
    Our traditional night of music and song the 
next night saw several of the local Galway branch 
members including Marie Landy, Grace Lyden and 
Vincent Maguire join in. Music was provided by 
Peader Dunne on violin and Alice Lawton on tin 
whistle. We had songs and recitations from Marie 
Landy, Joe Dunleavy, Maureen Roddy and Gerry 
Lovett. There were shrieks of laughter when Dolores 
O’Reilly from Cavan recited a somewhat risqué poem 
about a dog with an unfortunate name that led to a 
series of embarrassing misunderstandings. 

GSRMA SOCIAL TRIP TO GALWAY

Poulnabrone Dolmen in the Burren (Pic: Gerard Lovett)

GSRMA CHRISTMAS €500 CASH DRAWS

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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The GSRMA congratulates the winners in the Christmas Cash draw, 
who will each receive a €500 cheque:
1. John McCarty, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
2. Mary Cronin, Douglas, Cork City.
3. Thomas Galligan, Clonmellon, Navan, Co. Meath.
4. Gerard Harrington, Portmarnock, Dublin.
5. Thomas O’ Connor, Ballinteer Road, Dundrum, Dublin
The next Cash Draw will be summer 2016.

Did you know that RTÉ operates over 25 services, on television, on radio, on line, on mobile, 
and in performance?  You’re probably among the over 90% of people who use an RTÉ 
service every week. Follow @rte to find out more. 

Explore RTÉ 

www.rte.ie/explore
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On 23 August a large group 
from Naas and surrounding 
branches set sail for a six-
day outing to Scotland. At 
our various pick-up points 
en route to Belfast the main 
concern was the inclement 
weather, but we kept our 
spirts high and boarded the 
fairy to Cairnryan.
    The crossing was leisurely 
and calm and as we began 
our drive up the scenic 
Argyle coast to our hotel we 
thought we had arrived in the 
Mediterranean, the weather 
was that good. 
    Our week began with a cruise on Loch Lomond 
where we took in the natural beauty of Scotland, 
it really is a magnificent sight to see. We then 
trekked further through the highlands into the even 
more scenic Arrochar Alps were we followed in 
the footsteps of the raiding Vikings and the Clan 
MacFarlane. 
    We could have not asked for a better location 
than the Esplenade Hotel in Dunoon. The food and 
staff were first class and the evening entertainment 
was thoroughly enjoyed by the group. Highlight 
of the week was the Scottish night, where we all 
welcomed the piper followed by the famous haggis. 
We had Scottish music, food and dancing and we 
also enjoyed a ‘wee dram’.
    The police museum in Glasgow was another 
highlight. To visit this museum is a step into history. 
You have a unique opportunity to see the marks 
made by the United Kingdom’s oldest police force 
which was founded in 1779. 
    It was initially a very small force and faced 
financial problems from the beginning. The City 
Council persevered and were rewarded when the 
Glasgow police act became law in 1800. This was 
Britain’s first police act and paved the way for many 
cities and towns. Complementary to the historical 
exhibits there is also a vibrant display of worldwide 
police uniforms and insignia, which consists of over 
5,000 colourful items. 
    Our days were filled with different adventures. We 
went to visit the chainsaw craft demonstration, the 
botanic garden and the riverside transport museum. 
On our final day we drove further up the highlands 
to Oban, including a tour in the Oban distillery and 
the afternoon was spent in the quaint streets of 
Oban and around the harbour where you can see 
the Isles of Mull and Kerrera. The last night was 
spent in Oban, it was very memorable when the 

Members of the Naas Group pictured during their six-day tour of Scotland. 

NAAS BRANCH
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whole group participated in a sing-song after dinner. 
After saying a sad farewell to Bonnie Scotland, we made our 
homeward journey. The consensus was that we had a lovely     
week and had made some great memories with great people. 

Day Trip – Ireland: On 14 October the Naas Branch 
undertook a one-day trip to see some of the sights and 
amenities on our own doorstep. Our first stop was St 
Bridget’s Well in Kildare Town, as many of our members had 
never visited this spiritual place. We stopped for lunch in 
Portlaoise and then onwards to the Donaghmore Workhouse 
Museum. 
    One of the few original workhouse buildings that is still 
standing today, it was commissioned in 1847 at the height of 
the Great Famine to tackle chronic overcrowding in the Irish 
workhouse union system. The families were all separated 
and split into blocks. 
    Perhaps it made us more aware today to have such good 
living conditions and medicines. The workhouse was taken 
over in 1927 and the Donaghmore Co-op was established. 
This co-op survived for over 40 years when it was 
amalgamated with Glanbia. The Black and Tans also spent 
a short period of time in Donaghmore during the War of 
Independence. A truly worthwhile visit if you’ve never been. 
    To finish our evening, we travelled to Carlow and met up 
with members from the Carlow and Wexford branches at The 
Dome for a few games of bowling. We then shared a meal in 
the Seven Oaks Hotel.

Spring Spectacular! Naas have organised a superb value 
mini-break for members. Why not join us on 9 February 2016 
for an overnight dinner, B&B, and entertainment with dancing 
throughout the night. 
    Taking place in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel and costing only €59 
per person for the overnight package (sharing). If you would 
like to join us for dinner the only cost is €27 per person. 
Single supplement applies. Please book early as places are 
limited. Phone Mick Quinn at 086-2329910 or Marie Roche at 
086-0854654 or any other committee member.

  WE'RE BIG ON

YOUR COMMUNITY

So far, you've helped us donate €1million to 3,500 local causes. 
That's 3,500 ways we're proud to be making a difference. 
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WEXFORD BRANCH
Some GSRMA branch members made a trip to John F. 
Kennedy Arboretum (12km south of New Ross), in early 
September). Their mission was to link up with branch 
member Gerry O’Neill who is employed as a tour guide 
at the park. 
    Gerry was a Garda radio workshops man for many 
years prior to his retirement and always displayed his 
horticultural knowledge on various species of trees and 
shrubs.
    The Arboretum was established through a number 
of Irish-American groups following the death of J.F. 
Kennedy on 22 November 1963, and was opened 
formally by President de Valera on 29 May 1968. 
Assistant Commissioner Fintan Fanning joined the 
group on the walking tour on a lovely sunny morning. 
    Following the tour, everyone retired to the restaurant 
in the park for tea, coffee and scones. It’s a place well 
worth a visit by other branches, with the J.F. Kennedy 
Interpretive Centre and homestead close-by and the 
Dunbrody famine ship and interpretive centre on the 
quay-side in New Ross. Thanks to Tony Fagan, Branch 
Secretary, for sharing this photo.

Bowling Evenings: Wexford Branch members are 
encouraging members to join them at their bowling 
evenings. They really enjoyed accepting the hospitality 
of the Naas Branch recently, when joining them for a 
spot of bowling and a meal in Carlow. Contact Tony 
Fagan, Branch Secretary, on 087-8113936 for details.
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Wexford Branch members pictured at the John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Park in New Ross.

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 2016
The Editorial Board is pleased to announce 
the Short Story Competition for 2016. The total 
prize money will be €2,500 with the following 
prizes:
• 1st Prize - €1,500
• 2nd Prize - €500
• 3rd Prize - €300
• 4th Prize - €200
A formal prize-giving ceremony will take place at the end of 2016.
 
Guidelines & Rules for Entries:
• Competition is open to GSRMA members and spouses.
• Only one entry per person is permitted.
• Entries of 2,000 words (max) must be typed, on one side only, on 

A4 paper.
• Copy should be double spaced, with point size of font 12.
•  Author’s name and details should be entered on the 

accompanying entry form.
• Since original scripts will not be returned, authors are advised to 

retain a copy.
• The decision of the adjudication panel is FINAL.
• Submissions must be sent electronically to shortstory@gsrma.ie
•  Closing date for submission is Friday 30 September 2016 (5pm). 

Late entries will NOT be considered.
•  Prize winners will be published in ‘Winter 2016’ issue of Síocháin.
• A selection of entries may also be published in future issues of 

the magazine.
• GSRMA Central Committee members and their families are not 

eligible to enter.

GARDA RETIRED WEBSITE
The Garda Retired Website is 
updated daily with news items 
relevant to our members. Some 
articles are available on the 
homepage but as the website 
develops, greater use will be made of 
the ‘Members’ Area. 
    To access this area you will need 
to register for a username and 
password. Every quarter a draw is 
held to encourage those who made 
regular use of the ‘Members’ Area’.  
Up to 2,300 people have registered to 
date for a username and password.  
Congratulations to Michael Keane, 
Letterkenny, Co Donegal who is the 
most recent winner of €50.
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For the early starts, the late fi nishes, the 
Christmas dinners missed; for rescuing 
loved ones (two-legged or four), for 
delivering new-borns; for going beyond 
the call of duty time after time; for doing 
your job with a smile.

On behalf of Bank of Ireland and local 
communities across Ireland, we’d like 
to say a sincere ‘Thank You’ to all in 
the Emergency Services.

A sincere 
thank you
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JOB LIAISON CONSULTANT
Bryan Hoey, GSRMA Job Consultant, attends 
at GSRMA House, No. 5 Harrington Street, 
Dublin 8, on the last Thursday of each month 
(1.30pm-5pm), or by prior arrangement with 
Bryan, or through GSRMA House, outside 
these hours.
    Bryan is available to assist GSRMA 
members with the preparation of CV 
presentations and interview skill techniques 
for post-service employment. 
    If you wish to bring your own CV, Bryan will 
be happy to assist you. You can contact him 
directly at 
01-8337331 or 085-1091644. 

Halligan Insurances, 16-17 Lower O’ Connell Street, Dublin 1 
(Tel: 01-8797100), continues to provide a special discount to all GSRMA 
members and their families on home and car insurance policies. 
    A personal service and professional insurance advice is offered to all 
GSRMA members. The company’s portal on www.gardaretired.com will 
provide GSRMA members with an instant no-obligation home insurance 
quotation.

HOME & CAR INSURANCE SCHEME

Contact GSRMA House at 01-4781525 or e-mail: 
info@gardaretired.com to arrange an appointment to meet 
Bryan Hoey.

THREE MOBILE PHONE OFFER
To date over 
400 members 
have availed 
of an exclusive 
‘Three’ mobile 
deal for GSRMA 
and family 
members. This 
deal has two 
tariff options – 
Talk and Text 
– at a monthly 
cost of €16.61 (VAT inclusive). The deal includes all:
• National landline calls.
• Northern Ireland landline calls, dialling the prefix 

048.
• National Republic of Ireland mobile network 

calls.
• Republic of Ireland SMS texts to all national 

mobile networks.

The Smarthphone option (monthly €28.91 rate, 
including VAT) includes all:
• National calls.
• Northern Ireland landline call dialling the prefix 

048.
• National Republic of Ireland mobile network 

calls.
• Republic of Ireland SMS texts to all national 

mobile networks
• One GB of data.

Visit www.gardaretired.com find the ‘Three’ Blog 
and click on the link for ‘Three’ phone offer. (NB: The 
type of smartphone on offer is subject to change, 
but check out the current model online at www.
gardaretired.com. Phone 01-6876019 to make an 
application). 
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As a category of pensioners, those 
retired from the core public service, 

including retired Gardaí, were singled 
out for particularly onerous treatment, in 
response to the economic crisis. 
     Specifically, this in addition to all the 
other austerity measures, this group 
had the additional twin burdens of both 
pension cuts and the application of the 
full burden of the Universal Social Charge. 
These burdens are still in place and FEMPI 
2015 is a very gradual unwinding of part 
only of the pension cut aspect of that 
burden.
     The object of the winding down of 
all financial emergency legislation was 
according to the Minister for Public 
Expenditure, Brendan Howlin, to give relief 
to low and middle income from within 
the public and civil retired public service. 
However, what has transpired within the 
Haddington Road and Lansdowne Road 
agreements is far from that reality. 
     The FEMPI Bill 2015 presently before the Oireachtas 
is more focused on the restoration of pay to those 
still serving in the public service whose income ranges 
between € 65,000 and € 110,000. We’re told there’s 
no way around this due to legislative priorities, but what 
about the majority of us in the squeezed middle? Do we 
not have entitlements?

     

What emergency legislation is being extended for a 
further three years? When a Minister stands up in the Dáil 
and states clearly the emergency is over, what does that 
mean? 

FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
It is quite clear all government ministers are now speaking 

IN-HOUSE REPORT

THE MAIN POINTS 
UNDER PENSION 
RESTORATION

While the legislation on the partial 
restoration of pension cuts – Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest (FEMPI) Bill, 2015 – is welcome, 
it is not a generous response to public 
service pensioners, in the light of the 
improved economic circumstances, 
writes Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General 
Secretary.

Pension planning is no walk in the park for many pensioners. Those retired from 
the core public service, including retired Gardaí, were singled out for particularly 
onerous treatment, in response to the economic crisis. 
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out of both sides of their mouths, because when it comes 
to retired public servants the financial emergency is far 
from over.
     Pension restoration means what it says. If a person 
had no pension cut, there is no restoration. The people 
impacted by this are those who retired on or after 
1/3/2012. Retired on or after 1/3/2012 and before 
1/7/2013 
     This group had one cut to salary before they retired. 
Their pension was based on the salary as ‘cut’. As they 
had a salary cut rather than pension cut in the first FEMPI 
legislation. There is no pension restoration available, on 
that portion of the cut. 
     As they are no longer serving there is no salary 
restoration available. This illustrates very clearly that 
Government are operating on the basis that the automatic 
link of salary and pension no longer exists. 
     Retired after 1/7/2013 this group had two salary cuts 
and no pension cut. As they had no pension cut there is 
no pension restoration available. As they are no longer 
serving, they have no salary restoration available. 
     This is a category of public servant who seems to be 
uniquely disadvantaged in the unwinding of austerity 
measures and it is clearly a group who have to be 
considered separately, as they are continuing to grow. 
That is, a Garda who retires now or at any stage before 
full salary restoration, will have a permanently reduced 
pension if this issue is not resolved. 

PENSION CUTS
This is structured so that the pension restoration is 
effectively a flat rate restoration. However, because the 
way the original legislation was worded this has to be 
forced into percentage terms. 
     The best way to look at this is to ignore the 
percentages and just concentrate on the flat rate. As this 
is ‘pension restoration’ the maximum pay back of pension 
is equal to the maximum amount cut. Anything more 
would be a pension increase.

Restoration 2016
Retired Pre - 1/3/2012
Gross Pension  €

14,000   120
16,000   240
18,000   360
20,000   402
25,000   402
30,000   402
32,000   402
35,000-Upwards  400

Retired 1/3/2012 to 1/7/2013 - One Pension Cut
This pension cut applied only to pensions over 
€32,500.00. As before, if the amount cut is less than 
€400 there is restoration only of the amount cut.

Summary 2016
In 2016 a Garda pensioner gets back either € 400.00 
(within one two euro) or the amount of pension cut, 
whichever is smaller. Remember, this is the gross annual 
amount and tax at either 20 or 40 per cent comes of that 
as well as USC at either three or 5.5 per cent following 
budget changes.

Gross Pension  Retired after 1 March   
   2012-Restoration
   € 
     35,000  399 
     40,000  399 
     50,000  399 
     60,000  399 
     70,000  399 
     80,000  399 
   100,000  399

Summary 2017
Those on pensions below €20,000.00 who had retired 
by 1/3/2012 have full pension restoration in 2016 as did 
those who retired 1/3/2012 to 17/2013 on pensions up to 
€35,000.00
In summary, in 2016 a Garda pensioner gets back either 
€500.00 (within a Euro or Two) or the amount of pension 
cut not already restored in 2016, whichever is smaller.

2017 Pension Restoration
This follows the model outlined in 2016. All that 
changes are the figures
Retired Pre 1/3/2012 Restoration
Gross Pension  €

20,000   78
25,000   408
30,000   498
32,000   498
35,000 +  500
 
Retired 1/3/2012 to 1/7/2013 - One Pension Cut 
-Restoration
Gross Pension  €

35,000   171
40,000   301
50,000   401
60,000+  501
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The same principle applies that only pension cuts may 
be restored. At a pension of €50,000 and retiring after 
1/3/2012 and before 1/7/2013 pension cuts will be 
restored.
     Those on pensions below €30,000.00 who had retired 
by 1/3/2012 have full pension restoration in 2017 as did 
those who retired 1/3/2012 to 17/2013 on pensions up to 
€40,000.00

MINISTERIAL RESPONSE 
Dated 19 November 2015, the text below from Minister 
Howlin’s latest delivery in regard to pension restoration 
is a direct result of representations on your behalf by 
the Alliance of Retired Public Servants, and by GSRMA, 
through me. Part of Minister Howlin’s response indicates 
that full restoration could be looked at in 2016:

“I do not wish to be macabre or maudlin about it but am 
mindful that, as the pensioner representatives made clear 
to me, their urgency might be greater than someone who 
is working, in terms of what one might call their horizon 
of existence.
     It was for this reason that I indicated during the 
Committee Stage debate that while this legislation was 
negotiated during 2015, when the Lansdowne Road 
agreement was finalised in May, circumstances were not 
as good as they are now.

     Please God and with a steady hand on the tiller for 
the next year or so, matters will improve again next 
year and I am minded, having regard to the strong case 
made by the Deputy and the case made by the pensioner 
representatives, that if the opportunity arises, the 
Government might look again at the pension case for the 
balance of pensioners. 
     However, I should make the point to the Deputy that 
when it comes to full pension restoration to that category 
at the very top, there will be difficult decisions to be made 
by whoever is at the tiller at that stage.
     I do not believe there is a clamour, political or 
otherwise, for pension restoration for those in receipt of 
what in the cold light of day look like extraordinarily high 
pensions. I am happy to provide the Deputy with any 
information he needs but it is not necessary and I certainly 
am not minded to put that into legislation.”

IMPACT OF RESTORATION
The changes to the pension-related deduction on public 
service pensions up to €34,132 will fully unwind the cuts 
for 80 per cent of public service pensioners. 
     Meanwhile, the remaining 20 per cent is in the 
following pension bands:

34,132 – 40,000   16,800 pensioners.
40,000 – 50,000   10,100 pensioners.
50,000 -60,000       3,100 pensioners.
60,000 – 70,000        800 pensioners.
70,000 – 80,000        700 pensioners.
80,000 – 90,000        300 pensioners.
90,000 – 100,000      200 pensioners.
Above 10,000            500 pensioners.
{The above figures are for all retired public servants}

A word of caution: the above figures could change in the 
event of amendments to FEMPI Bill 2015, which are still 
before the Oireachtas, as Síocháin goes to press.

FAIR DEAL SCHEME
I have received more requests to write something on the 
Fair Deal Scheme, than any other subject of late. This may 
sound simple but the very first thing to do is to apply for 
assessment to ascertain that the applicant is actually in 
need of full-time care in a nursing home. 
     These assessments are conducted by a medically 
qualified people recognised by the Health Service 
Executive (HSE). This is followed by another assessment by 
way of Financial Assessment. 
     This is categorised into Principal Private Residence (your 
home) and Other Assets (including cash, shares, and all 
other properties). In this regard farms and some business 
are exempt. You will need to clarify this in the application 
process. In terms of cash, please note €72,000 in respect 
of a couple, or €36,000 in respect of a single person, are 
the exempt thresholds.

Brendan Howlin, Public Expenditure & Reform Minister, has 
indicated that full restoration could be looked at in 2016.

2018 Pension Restoration
Retired Pre - 1/3/2012 Restoration
Gross Pension  €

30,000   360
32,000   540
35,000+  780

Retired 1/3/2012 to 1/7/2013
One Pension Cut – Restoration
Gross Pension  € 
40,000   20
50,000   220
60,000+  420

IN-HOUSE REPORT
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Apply for assessment to ascertain that the applicant is actually in 
need of full-time care in a nursing home. 

     In terms of a couple’s disposable income 80 per cent 
is then contributed to the scheme.  Where only one in 
terms of a couple goes into care, while the other remains 
at home, then it is 80 per cent of half of the disposable 
income. A total of 7.5 per cent of the value of the 
Principal Private Residence is then calculated for each year 
the person is in care, up to a maximum of three years. 
     Within the scheme this is known as the three-year 
cap. This cap only applies to the residence, and not to 
the other disposable income, so this 7.5 per cent can 
continue well beyond the three-year rue that applies to 
the residence. What it depends on is that the person is 
alive and residing in the care home.
     This scheme is a complicated issue at the best of times, 
as I suggest you get assistance, if not fully familiar with 
the exact workings of the scheme.

MOBILITY AIDS GRANT SCHEME
The Mobility Aid Grant Scheme provides grants for works 
designed to address problems in the home, such as the 
purchase and installation of grab rails, a level access 
shower, access ramps or a stairlift. 
     It is primarily aimed at older people, but people with 
a disability can also access the scheme. The grant is 
available to people with a maximum household income of 
less than €30,000. 
     Applications for the scheme are prioritised based on 
medical needs. The maximum grant available €6,000.  
When the local authority receives your application it may 
request what is known as an OT assessment. 
     The authority can arrange for the assessment, but you 
yourself can employ an OT to carry out an assessment 
and recoup up to €200 towards that cost of your private 
assessment as part of the total grant. It is extremely 
important to note that no grant will be paid if you 
commence work in advance of the local authority written 
approval. 
     So, even if your local representative gives you the 

The Mobility Aid Grant Scheme addresses issues such as the 
purchase and installation of grab rails in the home. 

impression that such a grant will be approved, just wait 
that extra time to ensure you are on a solid footing.  
Likewise of note, the grant can be paid to:
Owner-occupier housing:
• Houses being purchased from a local authority, under 

a tenant purchase scheme
• Private rented accommodation, note the duration of 

that tenancy will determine if the grant is approved.
• Accommodation provided under the voluntary 

housing Capital Assistance and Rental subsidy 
schemes.

• Accommodation occupied by persons living in 
communal residences.

As in all grant-aid schemes a means test is conducted as 
to the criteria for qualification of the grant. Remember; 
the applicants annual gross income, together with the 
spouse’s or partner’s annual gross income in the previous 
tax year. 
     The income of any other adults living in the household 
who are aged over 23 years if in full time education, or 
aged over 18 if not in full time education. 

IN-HOUSE REPORT
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NOTE: The following is not taken into 
account for assessment purposes:
• €5,000 of each member of the 

household aged up to 18 years; 
• €5,000 of each member of the house 

aged between 18 to 23 years and in 
full-time education or on a SOLAS 
apprenticeship; 

• €5,000 where the person with a 
disability (applicant only) is cared for by 
a relative of a full-time basis; 

• Child Benefit; Family Income 
Supplement; 

• Domiciliary Care Allowance; 
• Respite Care Grant; 
• Carer’s Benefit and Carer’s Allowance 

(where payment is made in respect of 
the application).

When making an application, you must 
supply your tax reference; details of your 
tax district; statement that to the best of your knowledge 
your tax affairs are in order. 
     If you intend to pay more that €650 to your contract 
then that contractor must submit his/her C2 tax clearance 
Certificate to the relevant local authority. Also note that 
you MUST provide evidence that the Local Property Tax 
(LPT) on the house has been paid.

MOVING UP OAP INDEX
Ireland is now the 15th best place in the world for older 
people to live in, according to the annual Global Age 
Watch Index. Ireland climbed two places since last year 
but it’s more to do with other top countries dropping 
down the ranks rather than improved performance here.
     Overall, it identifies Switzerland as the best place for 
older people to live, but highlighted that inequality among 
older people is increasing as conditions worsen in many 
countries outside Western Europe and North America.
     Rising costs, coupled with reductions in secondary 
income supports and the introduction of a number of 
stealth charges for property tax and water, have meant 
many older people in Ireland find it increasingly difficult to 
get by.

RISKS OF DIABETES
From time to time I am asked to write a piece on various 
topics, one such request of late is on the risks of Diabetes 
and the difference between type 1 and type 2, knowing 
the symptoms and how to control them. This field is 
clearly for a qualified specialists in this whole area, and I 
am exploring the possibilities of publishing an article in 
the next issue on this subject.
     In the interim. I came across an article, on the time 
of day best to take your medication to maximise results. 
Taking blood pressure medication at bedtime, rather 

An article on the differences between type 1 and type 2, knowing the symptoms and 
how to control them is in the pipeline for a future issue.

than in the morning, halves the risk of developing type 2 
diabetes, according to new research. 
     This research has been published in Diabetologia, 
a journal for the European Association on the study of 
Diabetes. All the participants were without diabetes, in all 
2012 patients, comprising 976 men and 1,036 women. 
Their average age was 53 years. 
     These patients were randomly selected to take their 
prescribed blood pressure medication on wakening or 
the entire daily dose of one or more of them at bedtime. 
The investigators did not know which patients were in 
which group, but assessed the development of new onset 
diabetes. The study took six years. 
     During this time 171 participants developed type 2 
diabetes. In the bedtime-treated group there was a lower-
prevalence of a phenomenon known as ‘non-dipping’ 
in which patient’s nigh time blood pressure falls by less 
than 10 per cent compared to daytime blood pressure. 
Non-dipping occurred in 32 per cent of bedtime-treated 
patients and 52 per cent of those getting their treatment 
in the mornings. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
As I sign off for 2015, I would like to send my best wishes 
for Christmas to each and every one of you, within the 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ fold, and beyond. 
Thank you for all your valuable contributions not only 
to Síocháin but to your fellow colleagues and friends in 
GSRMA. 
     I hope to continue to provide a service from this office 
which you deserve and, in terms of communications, I will 
ensure that this is built upon in 2016, and improvements 
made where identified. I hope 2016 will bring you all 
peace and contentment.

Nollaig shona agus ath-bhliain faoi mhaise daoibh go leir.

IN-HOUSE REPORT
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

NOVEMBER ’62 CLASS REUNION APPRECIATION

Síocháin   39

Dear Editor,

Thank you for getting a copy of the Shandon Garda Station Party (1952) photo, which was published in the Summer 2015 Síocháin, for 
my daughter Ruth.
     My husband Oliver is a son of Sgt Joe Moore (pictured in the 
front row of that photo), while his other son Seán resides in Dublin. 
We are a strong Garda family. Oliver and Seán are also nephews 
of Supt John David Curtin who is on the Garda Síochána Roll of 
Honour of Gardaí killed in the line of duty. I also have two cousins in 
Cork who are still serving. 
     Our friend for many years was Garda Michael Hugh Courtney 
whose obituary appeared in the Winter 2014 edition. He served with 
Sgt Joe Moore in McCurtain Street Station. We were actually shown 
the Shandon Station picture by Oliver’s 
cousin Terry O Reilly who is a retired member and was a sergeant in 
Skerries. 

Continue the good work as it is a great magazine. 

Mary F. Moore,
Harbour View, Co. Wicklow

CLEARING UP THE CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY

Dear Editor,

I would like to record my appreciation and sincere thanks to Brendan 
McGlynn, Pat Ryan and Liam Walsh for organising our first ever 
reunion of November ‘62 Class. 
     First suggested by the late Michael McInerney, the reunion on 
18-19 June 2015 at the Hodson Bay Hotel in Athlone included a 
wonderful meal and overnight accommodation, all of which was 
complimented by lovely weather.

     It was an outstanding success and I congratulate all involved 
for their trojan efforts in tracing and contacting us after such a long 
time. 
     It was also a very fitting tribute to Michael McInerney who had 
hoped to attend. I would like also to thank Pat Ryan for giving out 
some photographs of our group. 

Yours Sincerely,
Sean Brennan, Limerick City Branch.

Dear Editor,

A rather belated ID on my late father who was included in 
a photograph that appeared on page 77 of the Summer 2011 
Síocháin, entitled ‘A Case of Mistaken Identity’.     
This issue just came to hand on 8 November 2015. A bit of a 
surprise!
     My father was the third person from the right in the suit and 

his name was Walter Dunne (Reg. No.8070). At the time, he was 
a sergeant serving in Poulapoucha or Bray areas. He died in Jan 
1971.

Regards,

Terry Dunne
Dundrum, Dublin 16.

STRONG GARDA FAMILY CONNECTIONS
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Dear Editor, 

My name is Derek Reilly. I am a serving member 
in Tallaght, (32652F). My father is Bennie Reilly 
(13159H) a GSRMA member of Dublin West Branch. 
He retired in 1994 from Mountjoy Garda Station. 
     I write to you regarding the ‘Garristown Search 
Party 1969’ photos. My mother Kathleen saved them 
all down through the years so, like the best of us, they 
have aged and even changed colour.
     My father remembers being a newly-promoted 
Sergeant attached to the Bridewell Station and 
‘volunteered’ to go to Garristown and take part in 
the search. Síocháin magazine has brought back fond 
memories for him. Thanks for the lovely memories.

Derek Reilly

REMEMBERING THE GARRISTOWN SEARCH PARTY OF 1969

TIPPERARY STATION PARTY 
PHOTO IDENTIFICATIONS

Dear Editor,

I can assist with the identity of two Gardaí in the 
‘Tipperary Station Party 1931’ published on page 
84 of Autumn 2015 Síocháin.
     My Dad, Detective Garda John Hartigan, 
(Reg. No.996) is wearing a hat on the extreme 
right. He was first stationed in Emily and then 
went to Tipperary Town as Detective. He moved 
from there to New Ross (in uniform) and then to 
Wexford Town. He spent 42 years in the force.
     The man in front of him, Bernard O’Connor, 
was Staff Sergeant in Clontarf.

John Hartigan,
Dublin North Branch.

REMEMBERING A LEADING LIGHT IN THE FORCE

Dear Editor

In the late afternoon of Tuesday, 12 May 2015, word filtered through that our 
great friend, colleague and former General Secretary of the Representative Body 
for Guards and its successor, the Garda Representative Association, John (Jack) 
Marrinan had passed away at Tallaght Hospital.
     He had not been well for some time, but his spirits were still good and, as 
always, he was interested in the goings-on in An Garda Síochána and enquiring 
about the wellbeing of his many retired colleagues. 
     I was fortunate enough to have been an elected member on the Central 
Executive Committee from 1978 to 1990 and was President when Jack retired in 
1989. I am proud to have called him a personal friend and great colleague. 
     From the Macushla Ballroom meeting in 1961, his input into the working 
conditions and the welfare of the members of An Garda Síochána was immense. 
His leadership, professionalism and efficiency of the Staff Association were 
unquestionable. 
     One just has to browse the submissions made on behalf of the Association to 
the Conroy Commission, the Louden Ryan Commission and the Garda Training 
Committee, as well as preparation of claims for the Conciliation Council and 
Arbitration Board, to realise the enormity of his commitment to his role as General 
Secretary. 
     The long hours that he gave travelling the length and breadth of the country are 
a testament to his unwavering dedication to his role. Time was never important, 
much to the despair of his wife, Mary and children David, John and Clare!
     A proud Lisdoonvarna man through and through, he never forgot his roots and 
was easily recognisable by his distinctive voice — which we will not forget.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh anam dílis.

Christy Lonergan
Glasnevin, Dublin 11.

(Lesley Irwin is the Garda in the back row, far right.)
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MOURNING THE LOSS OF JACK MARRINAN
Dear Editor,

Shock and sadness descended on all on 12 May 2015, with the 
news that Jack had passed away. In the case of Jack Marrinan, 
the surname was not needed. Among his legion of friends and 
colleagues within An Garda Síochána and much further afield, when 
the name ‘Jack’ was mentioned, everyone knew who was being 
referred to.
     Jack was revered and respected at every level in An Garda 
Síochána. While not big in stature, he was a giant within the 
Force that he served, respected and worked so hard to improve. 
His achievements were many. Not alone did he transform the 
Association of which he was General Secretary for 27 years, but he 
worked tirelessly for improvements in the Force as a whole.
     Some of his many achievements involved the Conroy 
Commission. Their final recommendations transformed An Garda 
Síochána and its working conditions. It brought benefits unimagined 

to the membership of all ranks. 
     Then there was the Ryan Commission with its benefits, the 
new rostering system with its improvement in working hours and 
of course the allowances for night duty, which were the envy of 
our neighbouring police forces in Scotland and England. His far 
sightedness brought him to negotiate a Group Life Assurance 
Scheme for members of the Force.
     I had the opportunity of being his Deputy General Secretary 
from 1980 until he retired. It was a privilege and an honour to have 
worked with him.
     To his wife Mary, his sons David and John, his daughter Clare 
and wider family, I know I express the wish of all his many friends 
and colleagues in offering our most sincere sympathy. The world is 
poorer for his passing. There shall never be another Jack Marrinan.
 
May he rest in peace,
Brian McCabe,Mornington, Co Meath.

It’s what’s inside that counts 
at Intel Ireland
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ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

THINKING OF BUYING 
A NEW CAR?
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The Personal Contract Plan is designed to help 
car makers sell you a car now, and another one 

three years from now. If you are buying a new car it’s 
important to look at the total cost of the ‘deal’ offered 
by the garage or dealership finance. 
     You cannot compare by APR alone because with 
PCP finance you are postponing paying a large portion 
of the price of the car for a number of years and, there 
can be fees and charges. The real cost of PCP finance is 
at the end of the term when you could lose thousands 
of euros on the value of the car. 
     Take a look at the example in the table below 
where we compare purchasing a popular 4 Door 1.6L 
Diesel Family Car, On the Road Price €27,020, with 
PCP finance and the St. Paul’s Car Loan Rate of 4.9% 
(monthly APR 5%).
    In this example you save €1,436.32 with a St 
Paul’s Car Loan!
     One of the big selling points of PCP finance is that 
at the end of the three years you have the choice to:
1. Pay the Balloon payment and keep the car
2. Give the car back and walk away (you must walk 

because you don’t have a car!)
3. Give the car back and begin the process again with 

a new car, same make

The big hidden cost of PCP finance is with the second 
and third options, as you are giving the car back to 
cover the Balloon payment of €10,568.
    Similar three-year-old cars to the one in this example 
are currently advertised for sale between €15,450 
and €16,950. So, you could lose between €5,000 to 
€6,000 in the value of the car; (Source: www.carzone.ie 
10/09/2015)

OTHER BENEFITS OF ST PAUL’S LOAN:
• Subject to T&Cs, the loan is insured at no direct cost to 

you. Other lenders may charge for this.
• Early payment is possible; you can make additional lump 

sum payments or increase your repayments without a 
penalty. Other lenders may charge you extra for paying 
them back faster.

• With a St Paul’s loan, you own your car from the outset, 
you can sell it or change it anytime you like and there are 
no restrictions as to what make of car to purchase next.

To calculate the cost of your loan or for more information 
visit www.stapaulscu.ie, call in or phone 021-4313355. 

St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd, Registered Office, 
Boreenmanna Road, Cork is regulated by the Central Bank of 
Ireland.

Dealer PCP Finance 
(Popular Car Make website 10/09/2015)

St. Paul’s Car Loan

• Finance is under a Hire Purchase agreement
• Finance and Deposit are calculated on the full On 

the Road Price – no discount. 
• After paying a 10% Deposit the balance to 

finance is €24,318.
• €13,750 is financed by a loan which you pay by 

36 Monthly repayments of €435.29.
• €10,568 Balloon is due at the end of three years.

• Repayments calculated on a reducing balance
• You are a cash buyer and can negotiate a discount, 

often up to 10%. 
• Here we will assume only a 5% discount and finance 

€25,669.
• 36 Monthly repayments of €768.17 – St. Paul’s Car 

Loan Rate of 4.9% (monthly APR 5%).

10% Deposit               €2,702.00 No Deposit required   €0.00

Acceptance Fee               €75.00 No Acceptance Fees   €0.00

36 x €435.29 per month  €15,670.44 36 x €768.17 per month   €27,654.12

Balloon Payment   €10,568.00 No Balloon Payment   €0.00

Completion Fee               €75.00 No Completion Fee   €0.00

Total Cost               €29,090.44 Total Cost                €27,654.12

Compare the cost of PCP (Personal Contract Plan) finance with a St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union Car Loan. 





CELEBRATING 60 
YEARS OF 

GARDA BOAT CLUB
The Garda Boat Club has rowed its way to success in many national and international 

regattas and championships since first hitting the water in 1954. With the hard work of the 
current Garda oarsmen and women and the state-of-the-art facilities at Islandbridge, Peter 

O’Connor says the club will fly the flag even higher for the next 60 years.

In June 1954 a meeting at Islandbridge was held to 
set up a Garda Boat Club, was presided over by Chief 

Supt Paddy Carroll, who was subsequently elected 
Club President, with Jim Maguire elected the club’s first 
captain. 
    They played a vital role in getting the club on the water. 
The idea at the time was to get a competitive rowing club.  
Looking back from 2014 few would imagine the Club 
would have achieved so much by its Diamond Jubilee.  Jim 
Maguire remained as Club Captain until 1961, having had 

rowing experience with Carrick on Shannon. 
    There is no doubt that the club’s success in the early 
years was due to his dedication and hard work. On the 
club’s first competitive outing on 14 May 1955 at the 
Dublin Head of the river was rowed over a two and 
three-quarter miles stretch of the River Liffey – from 
Islandbridge to Butt Bridge. 
    The Garda VIII crew finished sixth overall out of ten 
crews. Less than one month later the Garda Maiden VIII 
had their first taste of success, winning the Towers 

This photograph captured some former captains of the Garda Boat Club when they celebrated 60 years of rowing in 2014.
Back Row (l-r): Garóid Duane (representing Brendan Duane: 1971, 72 & 88 (RIP); Ciaran Hoey (1998); Brian Lynch (1974); Pat Gannon 
(1989-90); Ger Meally (2005); Willie Ryan (1982 & 1984); Mick Kearney (1994-97); Cathal Brennan (2006); Daire MacEoin (2013); John 
Dillon (2000); Liam Toban (2009-10); Ken McDonald (2002); Greham Tolan (1999, 2003-04); Brian Hoey (2006-08); Diarmuid O’ Donovan 
(2011-12), and Damian Kelly (2014).
Front Row (l-r): Pat Clavin (1965); Peter O’ Connor (1968); Vera Mee (rep. John Mee 1967 (RIP); John Hickson (1962); Jim Maguire 
(1954-61); Helen Somers (representing Bill Somers (1976-78; RIP); Ned O’Dea (President 1977-94), and John Fahey (1979-81).
Missing from picture: Gerry McDonagh (1963-64); John McElligot (1969); Denis Murphy (1983, 86 & 87); Mick Desmond (1985); 
Gay McGrath (1991-92). Also missing were deceased captains John O’Neill (1966); Pat Duffy (1970); and Seán Kavanagh (1973 & 75).
Photo courtesy of D/Garda Caroline Hughes, Garda HQ.
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IRISH CHAMPIONSHIPS WON BY GARDA CLUB
Senior VIIIs  10
Senior IVs  3
Senior Pair  4
Senior Double Sculls 3
Intermediate/Junior 14
Intermediate IVs  10
Novice Maiden VIIIs 15
Novice   IVs  6

Challenge Cup at Trinity Regatta.
    After the first few years it became evident that the 
newly formed Garda Boat Club was becoming a force to 
be reckoned with.  In 1957 Superintendent Tim O’Brien 
was elected President and he provided the impetus for 
Garda oarsmen to go from strength to strength.
    Great experience was gained on the club’s first venture 
to the Henley Royal Regatta in 1958.  While the crew 
didn’t bring back any silverware, a seed was sown.  Many 
victories followed on Irish waters and there was a steady 
flow of silverware to Islandbridge. The strength of the 
Garda oarsmen was highlighted in 1960 when the Garda 
Maiden Crew won the Irish Maiden VIII Championship on 
Blessington Lakes.
    This victory was all the more remarkable when they 
won with a seven-man crew. Stroke Damien O’Leary 
was taken ill the week before the race and was unable 
to compete. They had the distinction of being the only 
crew ever to have won an Irish Maiden V111 rowing 
championship with seven men.  

‘GRAND SLAM’ VICTORY
In 1965 the club hit the big time on Irish waters as they 
won the Junior and Senior VIII Championship that year. 
The most remarkable thing about those victories is that 
both were won by the Junior Crew. 
    However, the joy of winning was short lived as crew 
member Sean Kavanagh was seriously injured in a road 
traffic accident a short time afterwards. Sean’s rowing 
career was cut short. However, his spirit shone through 
and he went on to be a major driving force in the club. 
    In 1966 the Garda Boat Club made history when it 
became the first Irish club to win the ‘Grand Slam’ taking 
the Maiden Junior and Senior VIII in the same year.  
    1968 was also a very successful year having 
numerous victories include Championship and Blue 
Riband and going on to be selected to row for 
Ireland at the International Quadrangular Match. We 
capped a marvellous year by winning the Maiden VIII 
Championship. 
    After a steady start the 1970’s developed into the 
golden era of Garda rowing.  Not only did Garda crews 
dominate on Irish waters but they began to shine on the 
international stage.  In particular, 1975 was a special year. 
    Having been unbeaten on home waters the Garda 
Senior VIII travelled to Ghent in Belgium where they won 
the gold; breaking the old course record which was set 
by the Russians in 1955. Following this great success 
they travelled to the prestigious Henley Regatta with a 
confidence that was not misplaced.
    Over 30,000 spectators cheered as the Garda Crew 
in their Bord Bainne sponsored ‘Kerrygold’ boat beat 
Quinten to win the Thames Challenge Cup.  The taste 
of international success drove the club to even greater 
heights. 
    The stern IV from the victorious Henley crew 

Members of the Garda Senior V111 team pictured in 1963 with long 
line of trophies 
Back Row (l-r): Connie Byrne (cox), Brendan Duane, Peadar 
Casey, Dick Leahy, and Peter O’Connor. Front Row (l-r): Mike 
Johnson (coach), Pat Clavin, Gerry McDonagh (captain), Ray 
Casey, and Gerry Mee. Photo courtesy of Peter O’ Connor.

represented Ireland at the World Championship at 
Nottingham in 1975 in the repechage, they could not 
have been closer to a place in the Grand Final when they 
finished third, 100th of a second behind the British boat, 
which included two World Championship silver medallists. 
The Garda crew went on to win the Petite final and were 
placed seventh overall in the world. 



You know the importance of the Irish Blood Transfusion Service to 
supply Blood every day to hospitals and emergency 
departments throughout the country.

We need to collect 3000 donations every week to meet demand.

you get more than you give
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    In July 1976 the Irish Olympic Team for the XXI Olympic 
Games in Montreal, Canada were led into the Olympic 
Stadium by Irish oarsman Frank Moore who had the 
distinction of leading the Irish contingent carrying the 
Tricolour our National Flag. 
    The Garda Elite Coxed IV, Mick Ryan, Jim Muldoon, 
Willie Ryan, Christy O’Brien, Liam Redmond (cox) and Pat 
Grace (coach), racing under Irish colours, won the Petite 
Final finishing seventh in the world. 

HENLEY REGATTA VICTORY
1977 brought the second victory at Henley Regatta where 
the Garda Elite IV won the Prince Phillip Challenge Cup.  
Unfortunately the Club’s Elite VIII were narrowly beaten 
in the semi-final of the ‘Grand’ Competition which is 
reserved for international class crews.  The Club returned 
to Irish waters and recorded success in the VIII’s and Pair 
at the Irish Senior Championships in Blessington.  The 
Garda Elite IV then went on to compete at the World 
Championships in Amsterdam where they finished 
seventh in the world for a third year in a row.
    Our club had continued success in 1978 and finished 
on a high note when Willie Ryan and Christy O’Brien 
went on to take fifth place at the World Championships 
in New Zealand.  Later that year they were awarded a 
Texaco Sports Star of the Year in recognition of their 
achievement.  
    Another year to remember was 1979 when the club 
completed a second Grand Slam, winning the Irish Novice, 
Intermediate and Senior VIII Championships. This honour 
had only been achieved once before and that was by our 
club in 1966. On the international front the Garda Senior 
VIII finished fifth at the London Head of the River and our 
Elite Coxed IV won the Prince Phillip Challenge Cup at 
Henley for a second time.
    On the Irish team for the Moscow Olympics in 1980 
Garda oarsmen were very much to the fore, they included 
– coxless pair Willie Ryan and Pat Gannon. Christy O’Brien 
paired up with Denis Rice (Fermoy) and cox Liam Williams 
in the coxed pairs. 

INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS
In the coxed IV Ted Ryan and Andy McDonagh was on 
board with two other crew members.  The coaches were 
Jim Muldoon, Brendan Duane and Peadar Casey was 
Team Manager. Once again Willie Ryan and Pat Gannon 
won the Petite Final and finished in seventh place overall. 
This was the second successive Olympic Games for a 
Garda crew to finish in seventh position.
    While the 1980s was a leaner period than the 
preceding decade the Garda crews continued to perform 
well on Irish and international waters. In 1982 when 
the Garda Elite IV of Joe Honan (cox), Willie Ryan, Pat 
Gannon, Denis Murphy and Ted Ryan won the Bosbaan 
Regatta in Amsterdam – they became the first Irish crew 
to beat the all-conquering East Germans. We also had a 

In recent years the lack of Garda recruitment has had a knock-on 
effect on the number of Garda crews on the water.

number of great victories on home waters including the 
Senior VIII Championship victories in 1982 and 1983. 
    In 1985 the Garda Elite VIII put in a marvellous 
performance in the Ladies Plate at Henley Royal Regatta. 
They had a fantastic win against the Norwegian crew in 
the semi-final that included the Hansen brothers who 
had won several World and Olympic Gold Medals in the 
double scull; disappointingly they were beaten in the final 
by Leander. 

NEW CROP OF OARSMEN
During the 1990s a new crop of Garda oarsmen fought 
to write their own chapter in the history of the club.  But, 
victories were hard earned and while National titles were 
not coming as frequent as before the building blocks were 
laid for the future. 
    In 1999 they bounced back when the Senior VIII won 
a Bronze Medal at the Head of the Charles Regatta in 
Boston, USA and a silver medal at Ghent in Belgium.
As the clock ticked over in to the new millennium the 
Garda Senior VIII drew first blood by winning the Irish 
Senior VIII Championship in Cork. 
    It was at this point that Caroline Ryan entered the 
scene showing her true class winning at local level and 
quickly moving on to international fame, she won the 
Princess Royal Challenge Cup at Henley in 2008 becoming 
the first Irish woman to win a trophy at the Henley Royal 
Regatta. 
    It was also the first Irish win in an open event there 
since 1979 when Garda won the Prince Phillip Challenge 
Cup for coxed IV’s with a crew. Amongst that crew back 
then was Willie Ryan, Caroline’s father and her Uncle, 
Ted Ryan.  Since then Caroline has had many wonderful 
achievements in sport.  We all wish her well in the future.
    In recent years the lack of Garda recruitment has 
had a knock-on effect on the number of Garda crews 
on the water. However, with the influence of Club 
Captain Damien Kelly, the hard work of the current 
Garda oarsmen and women and the fantastic facilities at 
Islandbridge we can all look forward to the club flag flying 
even higher for the next 60 years.



TAXATION MATTERS

This contrasts with pensioners from the private sector 
on mixed DSP/Occupational pensions who benefit 

from both exemption and non-aggregation on the DSP 
portion of the pension. It is impossible to set out every 
possible position but a few are set out below.
    These are linked to the FEMPI 2015 changes in the two 
examples given. In considering your own position look 
back at the separate FEMPI article. 
    Remember €402 pension restoration in 2016 is as 
good as it gets but it may not be that good, so check the 
charting in the other article.

TAPPING INTO THE 
KEY POINTS OF 
BUDGET 2016

The changes to the Universal Social Charge 
(USC) in Budget 2016 were well signalled. 
The main relief is in the USC charge. These 
is very beneficial to public sector pensioners, 
who pay USC on every euro of their pension, 
writes taxation expert Mary Farrell.
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2015	  and	  2016	  Comparative	  Position	  
2015	   	  	   	  	   2016	   	  	  
Income	   	  USC	   	  	   Income	   	  USC	  
Up	  to	  €12,012	   1.50%	   	  	   €12,012	   1%	  
€12,013	  to	  
€17,576	   3.50%	   	  	  

€12,013	  to	  
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€17,577	  to	  
€70,044	   7%	   	  	  

€18,669	  to	  
€70,044	   5.50%	  

€70,045	   8%	   	  	   €70,045	   8%	  
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there	  is	  no	  other	  income.	  
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There is also the FEMPI 2015 increase to be considered for a pensioner who retired before 
1/3/2012. This is dealt with under FEMPI 2015 elsewhere.   
The following assumes a tax rate of 20 per cent and USC rate of 5.5 per cent 

FEMPI	  2015	  Increase	   Increase	  	   Tax	   USC	  
Net	  
Increase	  
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Combined Budget and FEMPI 2015 Effects 
The total increase in take home pension with both the Budget and FEMPI increases is 
€38.01 per month 
Garda Pensioner under 70 - No Medical Card - €40,000 
A pensioner in the same circumstances on a pension of €40,000 will benefit more due to 
the operation of the reduction in the 7 per cent rate 
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FEMPI 2015 Effect-€40,000 - Retired before 1/3/2012 
FEMPI 2015 increase for a pensioner who retired before 1/3/2012. The following assumes 
a tax rate of 20 per cent and USC rate of 5.5 per cent. 
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This is the position for a single income pensioner on 
€20,000 annual pension, assuming there is no other 
income.
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TAXATION MATTERS

INHERITANCE/GIFT TAX
The change here is the increase in the parent to child 
threshold from €225,000 to €280,000.  This is still not 
great for members owning older established properties in 
urban areas but will be helpful in rural areas.

CAPITAL GAINS TAX
An interesting change here, which was not signalled, 
is the special rate of CGT for the gain on the sale of a 
business. A revised CGT relief is being introduced for 
entrepreneurs. Gains on disposals of business assets made 
on or after 1 January 2016 will be charged at a reduced 
rate of 20 per cent.

INCOME TAX
A new earned income relief is being introduced for the 
self-employed.  This cannot be claimed with the PAYE 
credit. For anyone already on a pension where the PAYE 
credit is available there is no benefit, even if there is self-
employment income. All rates and credits stay the same.

FARM PARTNERSHIPS
There is a new relief available to registered farm 
partnerships. Where an established farmer wishes to pass 
his or her farm to the next generation of young trained 
farmers, they can form a succession farm partnership. This 
requires that the ownership of 80 per cent of the land is 
passed to the next generation within 10 years. 
    A tax credit of up to €5,000 per annum is available 
to be split between the partners. This measure is subject 
to EU State Aid approval. This is a very valuable relief for 
anyone in a position to avail of the relief.

LPT VALUATION
The next Local Property Tax (LPT) valuation date has been 
postponed from 2016 to 2019. The postponement of the 
date means that home owners will continue to pay LPT 
based on the original valuations that applied for 2013- 
2016.
    This will be a relief to many members owning longer 
established properties in urban areas.

Combined Budget and FEMPI 2015 Effects
The total increase in take home pension with both the 
Budget and FEMPI increases is €38.01 per month
Garda Pensioner under 70 - No Medical Card - 
€40,000
A pensioner in the same circumstances on a pension of 
€40,000 will benefit more due to the operation of the 
reduction in the seven per cent rate.

1/3/2012 
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Garda Pensioner under 70 - No Medical Card - €40,000 
A pensioner in the same circumstances on a pension of €40,000 will benefit more due to 
the operation of the reduction in the 7 per cent rate 
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€1,944.60	  

	   	   	   	  
Increase	   €456.54	  

	   	  
	   	   	   	  

Annual	   €456.54	  
	   	  

	   	   	   	  
Monthly	   €38.05	  

	   	  
	   	   	   	   	  

	  	  
	   	   

 
FEMPI 2015 Effect-€40,000 - Retired before 1/3/2012 
FEMPI 2015 increase for a pensioner who retired before 1/3/2012. The following assumes 
a tax rate of 20 per cent and USC rate of 5.5 per cent. 
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€	  
298.00	  

	   	  Monthly	  Increase	  	  
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The total increase in take home pension with both the Budget and FEMPI increases is 
€62.88 per month 

FEMPI 2015 Effect- €40,000 - Retired before 1/3/2012
FEMPI 2015 increase for a pensioner who retired before 
1/3/2012. The following assumes a tax rate of 20 per cent 
and USC rate of 5.5 per cent.
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FEMPI 2015 Effect-€40,000 - Retired before 1/3/2012 
FEMPI 2015 increase for a pensioner who retired before 1/3/2012. The following assumes 
a tax rate of 20 per cent and USC rate of 5.5 per cent. 

FEMPI	  2015	  Increase	   Increase	  	   Tax	   USC	  
Net	  
Increase	  

	   	  
€	  400	   €	  80.00	   €	  22.00	   €	  298.00	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  
Annual	  Increase	  	  

	   	  

€	  
298.00	  

	   	  Monthly	  Increase	  	  
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	   	  Combined Budget and FEMPI 2015 Effects €40,000.00 

The total increase in take home pension with both the Budget and FEMPI increases is 
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The total increase in take home pension with both the 
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Budget Changes for Pensioners over 70-Income less 
than €60,000
These changes are confined to USC and apply in the same 
way to pensioners under 70 who have a full medical card. 

Pensioner over 70 – income of less than €60,000
Under 70 but with full medical card

Budget Changes for Pensioners over 70-Income less than €60,000.00 
These changes are confined to USC and apply in the same way to pensioners under 70 who 
have a full medical card.  
 
Pensioner over 70 – income of less than €60,000.00 
Under 70 but with full medical card 
Income	   	  2016	   	  	   Income	   	  2015	  
Up	  to	  €12,012	   1.00%	   	  	   €12,012	   1.5%	  
€12,013	  to	  
€17,576	   3.00%	   	  	   Over	  €12,013	  	   3.5%	  
	  
The half percent reduction in the rate is not very useful to this sector. At a pension of 
€28,000.00 p.a. the gain is €140.00 

	   	   	  
2015	   2016	  

	  Pension	  	  
	  

€28,000	   USC	   USC	   Saving	  

	   	   	  
€180.18	   €120.12	  

	  
	   	   	  

€559.58	   €479.64	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	  

	  	   	  	  
	  

	   	   	  
€739.76	   €599.76	   €140	  

Monthly	  
Increase	  €11.67	  

	   	   	   	   	   
 
Inheritance/Gift Tax 
The change here is the increase in the parent to child threshold from €225,000 to €280,000.  
This is still not great for members owning older established properties in urban areas but 
will be helpful in rural areas. 
 
Capital Gains Tax 
An interesting change here, which was not signalled, is the special rate of CGT for the gain 
on the sale of a business. A revised CGT relief is being introduced for entrepreneurs. Gains 
on disposals of business assets made on or after 1 January 2016 will be charged at a 
reduced rate of 20 per cent up to an……… 
 
Income Tax 
A new earned income relief is being introduced for the self-employed.  This cannot be 
claimed with the PAYE credit. For anyone already on a pension where the PAYE credit is 
available there is no benefit, even if there is self-employment income. 
All rates and credits stay the same. 
 
Farm Partnerships 
There is a new relief available to registered farm partnerships. Where an established 
farmer wishes to pass his or her farm to the next generation of young trained farmers, they 
can form a succession farm partnership. This requires that the ownership of 80 per cent of 
the land is passed to the next generation within 10 years.  

A tax credit of up to €5,000 per annum is available to be split between the partners. 
This measure is subject to EU State Aid approval. This is a very valuable relief for anyone 
in a position to avail of the relief. 

The half percent reduction in the rate is not very useful 
to this sector. At a pension of €28,000 p.a. the gain is 
€140.
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This is still not great for members owning older established properties in urban areas but 
will be helpful in rural areas. 
 
Capital Gains Tax 
An interesting change here, which was not signalled, is the special rate of CGT for the gain 
on the sale of a business. A revised CGT relief is being introduced for entrepreneurs. Gains 
on disposals of business assets made on or after 1 January 2016 will be charged at a 
reduced rate of 20 per cent up to an……… 
 
Income Tax 
A new earned income relief is being introduced for the self-employed.  This cannot be 
claimed with the PAYE credit. For anyone already on a pension where the PAYE credit is 
available there is no benefit, even if there is self-employment income. 
All rates and credits stay the same. 
 
Farm Partnerships 
There is a new relief available to registered farm partnerships. Where an established 
farmer wishes to pass his or her farm to the next generation of young trained farmers, they 
can form a succession farm partnership. This requires that the ownership of 80 per cent of 
the land is passed to the next generation within 10 years.  

A tax credit of up to €5,000 per annum is available to be split between the partners. 
This measure is subject to EU State Aid approval. This is a very valuable relief for anyone 
in a position to avail of the relief. 

For further information 
contact Mary Farrell, 
38 Upper Main Street, 
Letterkenny on 
074-9125346; email: info@
taxadviceservices.ie or visit 
www.taxadviceservices.ie 
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In 2014, the 114 drownings in Ireland 
were nine fewer than in 2013, and 
21 fewer than the annual average – 
Alan Kelly, Minister for Environment, 
Community & Local Government.

BRAVE GARDA 
RESCUES RECEIVE 

RECOGNITION
A large number of Gardaí came out in force to join other lifesavers from around the country 
at Dublin Castle for this year’s Irish Water Safety’s National Annual Awards Ceremony, to be 

rewarded for saving 28 lives in dramatic near-drowning rescues.

LIFESAVING AWARDS

Garda Brian O’Donnell, who received a 
‘Community & Social Responsibility Award’ is 
pictured here with Breda Collins, Chairman, 
Irish Water Safety; Seamus McCarthy, 
Fionnuala Quigley, and Alan Kelly, Minister for 
Environment, Community & Local Government.

VIDEO CLIP OF INIS MOR DRAMATIC INCIDENT 
GOES VIRAL!
On Inis 
Mór 
Garda 
Brian 
O’Donnell 
helped 
to raise 
public 
awareness 
about the 
dangers of 
being too 
close to the edges of the Atlantic Ocean coastline, 
when he sent a video of the this dramatic incident 
to Irish Water Safety which became a feature on the 
RTE news and quickly went viral online with hits to 
date in excess of 1.2 million. 
    On 8 April, Apu Gupta, an Indian tourist was 
swept off a rocky ledge by a wave on Inis Mór, 
Galway. The accident was witnessed by tourist and 
advanced paramedic Seamus McCarthy and his 
girlfriend Fionnula Quigley. Seamus phoned 999 
but there was no reception, so Fionnuala ran to the 
nearest house to call for help. 
    Meanwhile, Seamus put together a makeshift 
rescue rope using a jacket and backpack and lowered 
it to the casualty. She tightened the backpack around 
her waist and Seamus and another person began 
to pull her slowly up the cliff face. They successfully 
pulled her to safety and Seamus managed to stabilise 
her until the rescue helicopter arrived then took her 
to the hospital. The person made a full recovery. 
    Garda O’Donnell ensured that the rescued girl 
and her family were accommodated by the relevant 
authorities while the 21-year-old visitor made a full 
recovery in hospital. 

Forty-two rescuers 
from 24 dramatic 

near-death incidents 
received recognition 
at Irish Water Safety’s 
National Annual 
Awards Ceremony 
at The Print Works 
Conference Centre, 
Dublin Castle. Twenty-
eight lives were saved 
from drowning through 
the brave actions 
of Gardaí and other 
rescuers from all corners of the country. 
    Tragically an average of 135 drownings occur in Ireland 
every year, but Alan Kelly, Minister for Environment, 
Community & Local Government, claimed that figure 
would be even higher but for the dramatic efforts of these 
individuals who saved others from drowning. 
    “In 2014, the 114 drownings in Ireland were nine fewer 
than in 2013, and 21 fewer than the annual average. 
This is reason enough to highlight the work of Irish Water 
Safety’s volunteers and their partners in the public and 
private sector in educating more people on how best to 
enjoy our wonderful aquatic facilities more safely,” noted 
Minister Kelly, prior to presenting the SEIKO Just in Time 
Rescue Awards.
    “Complacency around aquatic environments is simply 
not an option. Six children, aged 14 and under, drowned in 
2014, reflecting the importance of constant uninterrupted 
child supervision,” he remarked. 
    “An average of 80 per cent of drownings take place 
close to the victim’s home and 62 per cent occur inland. 
What is tragically constant each year is that males 
accounted for 79 per cent of drownings (90) in 2014. A 
total of 53 per cent of drownings were aged 30-59 clearly 
demonstrating that regardless of age, one is never too old 
to learn how to stay safe around water.”
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LIFESAVING AWARDS

‘JUST-IN-TIME’GARDA RESCUERS RECEIVE RECOGNITION
Gardaí pictured with Breda Collins, Chairman, Irish Water Safety, and Alan Kelly, Minister for Environment, Community 
& Local Government, for presentation of this year’s awards:
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Garda John Foote from Tipperary.

Gardaí Cormac McGill and Kevin Gaynor.

Garda Gerard Carroll and Garda Shaun Durkan are both stationed in 
Dublin.

Dublin Gardaí Thomas Hennessey and Donal Lawlor.

Westmeath Gardaí John Teehan, Brendan Flannery, Cathal Mulvihill 
and David Turner Garda Emlyn Mulligan is stationed in Longford

Garda Frank Howlin and Detective Garda Jo Ann Holahan

Dublin Gardaí Joe O’Connor receives a Seiko ‘Just In Time’ award and 
Barry Moran receives a Rescue Appreciation Award.

Kilkenny & Dublin Gardaí Aidan Monahan and Niall Kenny.

Martin Gavaghan from Arklow receives a Seiko Just In Time award and 
Garda Kevin Fitzpatrick receives a Rescue Appreciation Award.

Dublin Garda Carroll Walsh



Since Ireland first joined 
the United Nations on 

14 December 1955, it has 
contributed substantially 
to the work of the 
organisation, in particular 
within the framework of 
UN peacekeeping. The UN 
also celebrating its 70th 
anniversary this year.
     Eight seven military 
and Garda personnel 
have lost their lives on UN 
peacekeeping missions since 
our nation’s first overseas 
deployment in 1958. 
     Entitled ‘UN 
Peacekeeping – A 
Celebration of Ireland’s 
Proud Engagement’, the 
exhibition, highlights the 
contribution of the Defence 
Forces and An Garda 
Síochána to the UN. It will 
run until the end of the 
year at which point the 
Defence Forces will consider 
a nationwide tour of the exhibits.
     Speaking at the launch of the exhibition in the 
National Museum of Ireland in Collins Barracks, Defence 
Minister Simon Coveney pointed to Ireland’s proud 

tradition of participation in peacekeeping missions, both 
civilian and military. 
     “The UN charter is central to our peacekeeping 
policy. Since the first deployment of Irish peacekeepers to 
Lebanon in 1958, the dedication and service by men and 

Celebrating the contribution made by Gardaí and Defence Forces personnel to the United 
Nations since Ireland first became a member in 1955, the ‘UN60’ exhibition at the National 
Museum of Ireland is part of a programme of events and special projects to mark the 60th 
anniversary of Ireland’s membership of the UN. Report by Grace Heneghan.

‘UN60’ EXHIBITION

IRELAND 
CELEBRATES 

SIXTY YEARS OF 
UN SERVICE 

Deputy Garda Commissioner John Twomey (second left) pictured with Minister of State at the Dept of 
Justice & Equality Aodhán O’Riordáin, TD, Minister for Defence Simon Coveney, TD, (fourth and fifth left), 
Defence Forces Deputy Chief of Staff Kieran Brennan (third right). and Irish UN veterans and officials at 
the ‘UN60’ Exhibition in the National Museum of Ireland, Collins Barracks. 
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women from the Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána 
contributes to the excellent reputation that Ireland holds 
as a member of the international community. It’s also 
a major contributor to international peace and security 
across the globe.”

FIRST GARDA INVOLVEMENT
An Garda Síochána’s first UN involvement in 1956 saw 
the initial deployment of 25 Gardaí to the UN Troops 

‘UN60’ EXHIBITION

Organisation as security officers, 
field officers and logistics personnel, 
but interestingly not as police 
officers.
     In order to take up their UN 
duties, Garda personnel had to 
resign from the Force and upon 
their return to Ireland they were 
reappointed. This all changed in 
1989 with the passing of the Garda 
Síochána Act, which accordingly 
legislated for Garda members to 
participate with the UN Civilian 
Peace Component on overseas 
missions. 
     “Throughout our 59 years 
of involvement members of An 
Garda Síochána have served in 
locations as diverse as Namibia, 
Somalia, the former Yugoslavia, 
Cyprus and Angola,” noted Deputy 
Commissioner John Twomey.
     “I think it would be appropriate 

to remember those who didn’t return from duty, in 
particular Sgt Paul Reid, and our thoughts are with his 
family on this day.” Sgt Reid died in 1995 whilst serving 
with the UN Protection Force in Sarajevo, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina. 
     “We remember his sacrifice along with the Irish soldiers 
who have lost their lives on duty with the UN,” noted the 
Assistant Commissioner, adding that it was good to see 
Sgt Reid’s colleague Garda Philip Carr at the launch. 

Sgt Reid and his partner Garda Philip 
Carr, both from County Donegal, 
were travelling in a UN jeep when 
it struck a lamp post. They were the 
only Gardaí on UN duty in the former 
Yugoslavia at the time. According to 
a UN report, the crash was probably 
caused by a sniper’s bullet striking a 
front tyre. Garda Carr was seriously 
injured.
     “It’s clear that the work carried 
out in the UN throughout the last 60 
years by the Irish Army and the last 
59 years by members of An Garda 
Síochána has been instrumental in 
bringing not just hope but stability 
and solace to regions savaged by the 
fall out of conflict.”

POLITICAL COMPLEXITY
Minister of State at the Department 
of Justice and Equality, Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin TD pointed out that Ireland 
can look back over the last 60 years 
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Ministers Simon Coveney and Aodhán O’Riordáin pictured with Irish UN Veterans (l-r): Jim 
McCormack, Martin O’Keeffe, Vice-Chairman of the Irish UN Veterans’ Association, and Des 
Keegan, from Cork.
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with a sense of pride in the courage, commitment and 
professionalism of our peacekeepers. 
     “As we look forward to the next 60 years, the political 
complexity facing peacekeeping operations remains 
challenging, but An Garda Síochána and the Defence 
Forces will continue their proud tradition of distinguished 
service in the cause of world peace.”
     He added that since the first deployment of Irish 
peacekeepers to the Lebanon in 1958 they have gained 
recognition at home and internationally for their 
endeavours. “But perhaps what is less well known is that 
the men and women from 
An Garda Síochána have also 
served with distinction.”
     For many years they served 
in a personal capacity, and 
had to resign from An Garda 
Síochána for the duration 
of their UN service That all 
changed in 1989 when new 
legislation was enacted to 
facilitate serving members to 
participate in peacekeeping 
missions. 
     “Since the first contingent 
of 35 members travelled to 
Namibia with a mandate to 
ensure free and fair elections, 
over 900 members of An 
Garda Síochána have served 
on overseas missions in Africa, 
Asia and Europe. They have 
assisted in the restoration and 

maintenance of peace in countries 
affected by conflict.
     “I understand that 12 members 
of the Force are currently serving in 
Cyprus, continuing the tradition of 
support in peacekeeping there since 
1993. The peacekeeping missions 
under which Garda personnel are 
deployed have a community policing 
focus and benefits from An Garda 
Síochána’s long tradition of successful 
engagement with local communities 
in this country. Their depth of 
experience and expertise serves them 
well in these overseas missions.”
     Both Ministers took the 
opportunity at the launch to pay 
tribute to serving and former 
members of the Defence Forces and 
An Garda Síochána, for the important 
role they have played in Ireland’s 
contribution to peacekeeping 
missions abroad.

FIRST CONGO MISSION
Just three years after Ireland gained UN membership, 
the peacekeeping story began in the Lebanon in 1958 
when 50 members of the Permanent Defence Force were 
deployed as military observers with the UN Observer 
Group in Lebanon (UNOGIL). 
     Ireland’s first troop contribution came shortly after 
in 1960 with its deployment to the UN mission in the 
Congo. Since then Irish Defence Forces personnel have 
served in peace support missions in Europe, Africa, the 
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In 1989 new legislation was enacted, which enabled Gardaí to participate in peacekeeping 
missions without having to first resign from the Force as had been the case previously.

The range of new and old UN armoured vehicles on display on the grounds of the National Museum 
of Ireland in Collins Barracks.

‘UN60’ EXHIBITION





‘UN60’ EXHIBITION

Middle East, the Far East and South America, completing 
over 64,000 tours of duty with UN missions. 
     “Ireland’s participation in UN and UN-mandated 
peacekeeping missions is a tangible demonstration of our 
commitment to the pursuit of international peace and 
security,” noted Defence Minister Simon Coveney. 
     Currently up to 500 men and women are serving 
overseas in peacekeeping missions in various parts of 
the world, and Minister Coveney added that Ireland’s 
participation in UN and UN-mandated missions illustrate 
the very positive and practical difference that small 
countries, like Ireland, can make in the world’s trouble 
spots. 
     “The Government’s recent White Paper 
on Defence confirmed our continued 
support to the UN and to international 
peacekeeping generally. The White Paper, 
published in August 2015, sets out 
the policy framework for the Defence 
Organisation for the next ten years and 
beyond.”

INSTITUTE FOR PEACH SUPPORT
One of the new proposals is the evaluation 
of a new concept involving the potential 
development of a new Institute for Peace 
Support and Leadership Training, at the 
Defence Forces Training Centre in the 
Curragh. 
     It is envisaged that the new Institute will 
have international standing and contribute 
to the overall development of knowledge 

and experience in the 
areas of peace support 
and conflict resolution. 
     “It is also proposed to 
explore further options for 
gender-focused measures 
in UN operations, 
particularly in relation 
to the deployment of 
female personnel. This 
issue was discussed by 
the UN Secretary General 
during his recent visit to 
Ireland. My Department 
will engage with the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, the 
Department of Justice 
and Equality and An 
Garda Síochána to explore 
opportunities in this 
area,” added the Defence 
Minister.
     In his concluding 
remarks, he paid 

particular tribute to the number of personnel who serve 
and have served in a multitude of other posts throughout 
the world, as advisers, observers, monitors and experts on 
missions.
     “These often unheralded activities of the Defence 
Forces and An Garda Síochána are key enablers in 
supporting critical missions in often difficult and 
personally challenging operations. They also enable 
Ireland, despite limited resources, to contribute to a wider 
range of important missions than might otherwise be the 
case and contribute in turn to Ireland’s standing on the 
international stage.”
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Garda Supt Martin J. McGonnell, Kilrush, Co. Clare, pictured with Chief Supt Michael O’Sullivan, Garda 
HQ, before the launch of the exhibition.

Garda Sgt Martin Drew, Garda Museum was on hand to answer queries from guests 
and dignitaries invited to the launch.



Francie McCabe, Construction Manager,
38 years with Jones Engineering
Our strength is our people



DEATH FLOWS 
THE NANIKEN 

(PART TWO)
This is the second part of a tribute to 
Garda Michael J. Reynolds (17673G) 
to mark the 40th anniversary of his 
murder on the northside of Dublin on 
11 September 1975, by Garda George 
Langan. 

SUPERSTITION OR MYTH
(Ardmore Drive, June/July 1975) 
A couple of months prior to the incident on 11 September 
1975 Mick had the occasion to go to his back garden to 
get some coal from his coal-bunker. From somewhere out 
of nowhere a magpie landed on his shoulder and as Mick 
tried to hunt it away it refused to go, persistently clawing 
on to his shoulder and to the back of his neck. 
     He eventually scared the magpie away and on 
returning inside the house he asked Vera did she see 
what had just happened. Vera replied in the affirmative, 
she had been standing inside looking out all the time and 
observed the whole episode. 

PARANORMAL LINK
Ardmore Drive,
Monday 8 September 1975
For some weeks, heretofore, something strange was 
going on in Vera’s mind. She was convinced that 
something dreadful was going to happen to him, and to 
her; every evening she thought was that evening. 
     On Monday 8 September Mick started his week of 
night duty at Clontarf station. Following his leaving from 
the house Vera decided to have an early night and retired 
soon after he had departed. 
     She had in her bedside locker an old prayer book 
that was given to her by her late mother Brigid which 
had within its pages some novena leaflets and a few 
In Memoriam cards. These novenas and cards would 
invariably be read by her late mother during Sunday 
masses, as was the practice for her generation. 
     Vera opened the prayer book, flicked through the 
pages and stopped on seeing Garda Dick Fallon’s In 
Memoriam card. She took it out, read through it and 

whispered, “May God forgive them for what they have 
done”. 
     She then replaced it between the pages and put 
the prayer book away. She read nothing else only that 
particular one. The question surely arises then, was there 
some kind of a paranormal link between what Vera had 
just done and the incident that was about to happen that 
same week. 

THE FATAL CHASE
Killester (3.50pm, Thursday, 11 September 1975)
It was approximately 3.15pm on Thursday 11 September 
1975 when Mick, along with his wife Vera and baby 
daughter Emer travelled in their beige Vauxhall Viva 
(8429-ZU) to Raheny Garda Station to collect his weekly 
wages.
     From earlier in the day they had pre-arranged to do 
some shopping at Dorset St, and so with the wages safely 
tucked away in his pocket and with the time ticking close 
to 4pm they continued towards their destination. 
     As they were passing the Bank of Ireland at Killester a 
green Cortina suddenly reversed from the bank out onto 

A reconstruction of the scene of the incident at St Anne’s Park in 
Raheny on Thursday, 11 September 1975.
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Tallaght Hospital would like to acknowledge the continuous support of An Garda 
Síochána and in particular the community Gardaí that we work with in our area.  

We would like to wish you all, and your families, a very 
Merry Christmas and Peaceful New Year.

Tallaght Hospital is one of Ireland’s largest acute teaching hospitals, providing child-
health, adult, psychiatric and age-related healthcare on one site. The hospital has 614 
beds and employs almost 3,000 staff. The Hospital is a provider of local, regional and 

national specialities. It is also a national urology centre, the second largest provider of 
dialysis services in the country and a regional orthopaedic trauma centre. 

   www.tallaghthospital.ie 
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the roadway in front of them. Mick repeatedly sounded 
the horn but the car sped away. 
     There were four occupants in the car, three of whom 
were still dragging themselves aboard as the car moved 
off. Said Mick, ‘I’m following those, they are up to no 
good’. I bet that’s a stolen car. ‘Be careful’, replied Vera, 
‘they may have guns’. ‘I don’t care’ said Mick, ’I’m 
following them anyway, there’s nothing to worry about’. 
     At 4.02pm Sgt Robert (Bob) Furlong of the Garda 
Telecommunication Centre in Dublin Castle, received a call 
about a bank robbery at Killester and immediately alerted 
the detective cars in Raheny and Clontarf areas.
     The chase led down the main avenue of St Anne’s Park 
ending close to the clock-tower monument located within 
the park. In the blink of an eye the four raiders ran from 
the car, the driver closing the door behind him before 
taking off across the grassy part of the park. 
     The other three took off in the direction of a little low 
bridge towards a pathway leading to the Naniken River 
that flows through a secluded area of the park.  With the 
engine still running Mick got out of his car and took off in 
hot pursuit, catching the legs of one of the raiders as he 
was about to climb the rather steep river bank. 
     From somewhere close-by a gun-shot rang out. Mick 
Reynolds was sent catapulting back into the Naniken, 
shot through the top of the head by one of the gang 
members, the bullet going right through his scull exiting 
through his forehead.

St. Anne’s Park, Raheny
4.10pm, Thursday, 11 September 1975
ANXIOUSLY AWAITING
Meanwhile, Vera and Emer sat anxiously waiting for Mick 
to return. Vera heard what sounded like a shot from a gun 
but she didn’t want to believe what it was so she tried to 
put it at the back of her mind so to speak.  
     In Vera’s own words: ‘I was waiting only a few minutes 
when I thought I heard a shot but I wasn’t sure. It was 

reported at the time that I said I thought it might have 
come from the cassette player that was playing in the car, 
but I never said that. I didn’t want to leave Emer on her 
own but when Mick didn’t return I took her by the hand 
and got out of the car to have a look around the vicinity 
of the park where I had last seen Mick disappear, in the 
hope that I would see somebody who might inform me of 
what was happening. 
     There were two people standing beneath the trees, 
one of whom I learned later was a Raymond Barragay. I 
asked them did they hear or see anything, they replied in 
the negative but said they would go and have a look. 
     Some school-children who were playing in the vicinity 
claimed afterwards when interviewed by Gardaí that they 
heard what they thought was a gunshot, a sound like two 
planks of wood, and saw four people running through 
the park and would later at the trial give evidence to this 
effect. 
     By now a park-keeper, an old man with his dog had 
arrived with another man and I informed them of what 
was happening but they didn’t seem to know anything 
either. As I was returning to the car I saw a plain clothes 
detective standing by the getaway car. 
     I approached him and asked did he happen to see my 
husband anywhere around, he had followed four people 
some time ago down the park, to which the officer 
replied, ‘I don’t know your husband.’ I returned to the car 
and waited a little longer.
     Having doubts as what the detective had initially told 
me I decided to go back out and ask him once again, ‘are 
you sure you didn’t see my husband anywhere around 
here?’ The officer asked me what was he wearing?.
     I told him that he was wearing a grey trousers and a 
green top, to which the officer replied –‘there’s a man 
of that description over there all right, lying in a pool of 
blood’. 

Naniken River, St Anne’s Park
4.15pm, Thursday, 11 September 1975
GRIM DISCOVERY
Vera knew right away that it was her beloved Mick. Yes, 
indeed it was true, Mick Reynolds lay motionless on the 
bank of the Naniken River with his legs lying partially 
within the stream, his young life slowly ebbing away with 
each babbling tortuous ripple.
     The grim discovery was made by Gardaí Eddie Murray, 
Ken Lawlor and Paddy Reilly from Raheny and Clontarf 
Stations. Eddie Murray identified the wounded man as 
his colleague Michael Reynolds and went with him in the 
ambulance to Jervis St Hospital. He was later joined by 
Inspector Stephen Faughnan from Store St Station. 

BREAKING THE NEWS
Paddy Reilly broke the distressing news to Vera. He has 
told me - ‘I tried to break it gently but there is no easy 
way. I had to tell her Michael was shot and she shook 

Shortly after the robbery at Bank of Ireland in Killester, Garda Mick 
Reynolds fearlessly followed the robbers. 



Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology to improve the efficiency of freight 
journeys, lower operational costs and improve safety on our roads.

In a new development from the Egis Group 
in France, its fully-owned subsidiary Easytrip 
Services is offering global road transport and 
smart mobility services. With a background 
in road operations, road maintenance and 
international tolling developments, Easytrip 
understands the needs of the transport and 
mobility industry. Moreover, our over 30 years 
of experience within the heavy goods vehicle 
(trucks) and mass market (light vehicles) 
industry has helped us to become a world 
class leader providing services such as toll 
solutions, tax refund, excise duty refund 
service, and ferry, rail 
and tunnel bookings.

Through its organisation 
of international and local 
subsidiaries, Easytrip is 
addressing a wide range 
of different markets with 
the focus on business-to-
business and business-
to-customer services. 
It has capitalised on 
its valuable customer 
knowledge, technical 
expertise and developed 

competencies in customer relationship 
management.

Because of fast-growing markets and the 
increase of the speed of changing business 
models, Easytrip also created the ability to work 
with integrated partnership environments, 
hence enlarging not only our scope of service 
but also strengthening competitive values.  
Easytrip Services is recognised as a leading 
player in the sector and is present across the 
whole value chain of road services.
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In a new development from the Egis
Group in France, its fully-owned
subsidiary Easytrip Services is offering
global road transport and smart mobility
services. With a background in road
operations, road maintenance and
international tolling developments,
Easytrip understands the needs of the
transport and mobility industry.
Moreover, our over 30 years of
experience within the heavy goods
vehicle (trucks) and mass market (light
vehicles) industry has helped us to
become a world class leader providing
services such as toll solutions, tax
refund, excise duty refund service, and
ferry, rail and tunnel bookings. 

Through its organisation of international
and local subsidiaries, Easytrip is
addressing a wide range of different
markets with the focus on business-to-
business and business-to-customer
services. It has capitalised on its

valuable customer knowledge, technical
expertise and developed competencies
in customer relationship management. 

Because of fast-growing markets and the
increase of the speed of changing
business models, Easytrip also created
the ability to work with integrated
partnership environments, hence
enlarging not only our scope of service
but also strengthening competitive
values.  Easytrip Services is recognised
as a leading player in the sector and is
present across the whole value chain of
road services.

Connected vehicles
Since 2010, Easytrip has conducted a
profound market research programme in
Europe about the development of the
automotive industry and data
connectivity coming into the vehicles.

The emerging trend is clear: the internet
will accelerate businesses, creating more
value to fleet managers and end users.
The focus of our market research was on
all stakeholders in the transport industry
who have an important role in the
mobility transport chain in Europe.

Assiduous studies of markets like fleet
telematics, roadside assistance, pay-as-
you drive and pay-as-you-behave
insurances, combined with upcoming
government mandates related to
centralisation of in-vehicle technology,
the obligation of care of your fleet users
and the overall safety of drivers (i.e.
Ecall), completed our vision on how to
further strengthen the strategy for the
future.  

By aggregating the Easytrip Services
with the best in fleet telematics, Easytrip
developed a unique offer for the
transport and mobility industry. Not only

A better drive
with Egis
Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology
to improve the efficiency of freight journeys,
lower operational costs and improve safety on
our roads.
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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For more information on Easytrip Services, please contact 
Marcel van Empel via email: marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr 

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be contacted as follows:
Unit 24, Northwood House Northwood Business Park Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200, Email: information@egis.ie, Web: www.egis.ie



visibly.’ He told her, ‘Mick is on his way to hospital in an 
ambulance in a critical condition’. 
     Paddy then took Vera and Emer home in the patrol car 
whilst two officers followed on with Mick’s car. Paddy had 
also recovered Mick’s wallet and handed it to Vera on the 
way home. Mick’s sister Kathleen, a Garda attached to 
Store Street, immediately rushed to Jervis Street to be with 
her seriously injured brother.

Ardmore Drive, Artane
5pm, Thursday, 11 September 1975
RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT 
Even though she had a television in the house, it was on 
the 6.30pm radio breaking news  when Vera heard that 
Mick had died. She said to Mick’s brother John who was 
sitting in the dining room – ‘did you hear that John, Mick 
is dead’. 
     With that John screamed his head off and dashed 
out the back door and wasn’t seen for hours thereafter. 
Meanwhile in Kilconnell, Mick’s father Frank Reynolds, 
was tuned into the same news bulletin and being on his 
own and partially blind, he stumbled around his farmyard 
in a state of distress and anguish. 
     Fortunately he was soon joined by his close neighbour 
Johnny Connor and other neighbours. Despite marvellous 
support in the locality and further afield Frank and his 
wife Bridget endured the pain of their tragic loss until the 
day they died.

Raheny Garda Station
6.45pm, Thursday, 11 September 1975
MURDER INVESTIGATION
An incident room was set up in Raheny Garda Station and 
a murder investigation got under way under Chief Supt 
John Joy, Chief Supt Edward Doherty, Chief Supt John 
Sheahan. Supt Tom Goulding, D/Inspector Paddy Casey, 
Supt Barney Clinton, D/Inspector John Finlay, Supt Tom 
Kelly (press officer) amongst others. 
     D/Garda Frank Gilton in the local detective unit car 
was the first to arrive at the bank.  Frank, who spent 
almost two hours on board the Army Air Corps search 

Pictured at the murder conference 
in Raheny, 1975: (top l-r) Supt Tom 
Goulding and D/Insp Paddy Casey; 
(bottom l-r): Supt Barney Clinton and 
Supt Tom Kelly.

helicopter over St 
Anne’s Park and 
surroundings was 
the last colleague 
to have seen Mick 
alive, having met 
each other earlier at 
Raheny Station. 
     Later that 
evening the owner 
of the getaway car 
Ross Connolly was 
in a position to 
confirm that items 
found in the car 
did not belong to 
him or his family. 
The items found - a 
hair brush, a nylon 
stocking, a bunch 
of keys, a dark blue 
hand bag, a false 
moustache, a blue 
coat button, a biro 
and last and but not least a contact lens holder. 
 
UNITED IN GRIEF
By now the house was beginning to fill up with Garda 
colleagues, Catholic and Protestant clergy, members of 
State, friends, neighbours and strangers all united in their 
grief, many finding it hard to unearth words of comfort 
and empathy on such a disconsolate time. 
     It was around this time that the Garda Commissioner 
Garvey, Garda Chaplin Fr Clarence Daly, Minister for 
Justice Patrick Cooney and Minister for Post & Telegraph’s 
Conor Cruise O’Brien and his wife arrived at the house. 
     Later on that evening Jack Marrinan, secretary of the 
Garda Representation Association, paid a visit, and then 
for whatever reason sought Mick’s ID badge. 
     In his briefing to the press spoke highly of Mick, Jack 
said, ‘Mick had done one of the bravest acts that could 
be expected from members 
of the Garda Síochána…
indeed, far beyond what 
normally he would be 
expected to do’. He was 
shot down cruelly, viciously 
and bloodily. His brave 
efforts to catch the bank 
robbers was typical of him.  
(Irish Independent Friday 12 
September 1975) 

‘Death Flows The Naniken’ 
to be continued in Spring 
2016 issue.

Chief Supt John Joy was interviewed by RTE News. (© RTE Film 
Footage Archive) George Langan
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DETENTION OF 
CASEMENT AT 

TRALEE RIC STATION

The official RIC horse-drawn sidecar was provided and 
at about 3pm on that day [Good Friday] Casement 

was removed in the custody of two armed RIC men to 
Tralee Station which was six miles away. 
     At the latter station, Casement was questioned for 
some time by District Inspector Britten, but he did not 
disclose his identity nor did he give any information of an 
incriminating nature to the District Inspector. 
     At the conclusion of the final interview with the 
prisoner in the evening of Good Friday, D.I. Britten said to 
him: “I think I know who are, and I pray God it won’t end 
the way of Wolfe Tone”. 
     Casement was clean-shaven when arrested and the 

In the second of a three-part series on 
Roger Casement’s trip to Ireland in 1916 to 
make arrangements for the arms landing, 
Donal O’Sullivan outlines the events 
surrounding the detention of the Irish 
revolutionary at Tralee RIC Station. 

police were clearly ignorant about his identity and there 
was no indication or clue as to who he really was or what 
his exact mission was.  In the course of a careful search of 
Casement’s clothing, a recently issued German rail ticket 
for a rail journey between Berlin and Wilhelmshaven 
was found. This document also became an exhibit at the 
subsequent trial.
     Head Constable John A. Kearney was the Officer-in-
Charge of Tralee RIC Station on that Good Friday. When 
he learned about the boat and firearms being found at 
Banna Beach he arranged for ten RIC members and the 
official horse-drawn sidecar to be go to Ardfert area and 
to set up checkpoints etc. 

POOR STATE OF HEALTH
He was present in the station when Casement arrived in 
custody at about 3 pm. He was immediately struck by the 
very poor physical condition of Casement and noted that 
he was very haggard, tired and dishevelled in appearance 
and suffering from diarrhoea. The prisoner gave his name 
to him as Richard Morton and his occupation as a writer.
     Kearney was so struck by the dilapidated and abject 
condition of the prisoner that he gave directions to his 
sergeant’s and barrack orderly that the man should not be 
put in a cell but that he should be detained in the billiards 
room where a fire was lit for the comfort of the prisoner. 
     This room was located to the right rear of the entrance 
hallway of the station, immediately past the dayroom or 
public office.  Both rooms were located on the ground 
floor of the station with access at street level from High 
Street.
     When Kearney became aware that Con Collins a 
native of Newcastlewest was in the town, he arranged to 
have a search made for him and arrested. On arrival of 
Collins at the Station he was found to have a revolver and 
ammunition in his possession and he was placed in the 
cell.
     From his observation of Casement, Kearney concluded 
that this was no ordinary criminal or law breaker. While 
no photograph had ever been published of Casement 
without a beard, Kearney had a hunch that the mystery 
prisoner might be Roger Casement. Kearney had an 
extensive knowledge of world affairs and of Casement’s 
exploits and fame. 
     He located an old newspaper photograph of 
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Casement and concluded that by covering the beard, the 
photograph bore a striking resemblance to the prisoner. 
Based on this suspicion he felt more obliged to facilitate 
the prisoner in every way and to make him as comfortable 
as possible. 

BREACHING RIC CODE
Keeping a prisoner in the billiards room with a 
comfortable fire would have been totally in breach of the 
RIC Code and regulations in relation to the custody of 
prisoners. Kearney made his decision on compassionate 
grounds as he felt great sympathy for Casement.
     He was concerned about the man’s health and with 
the consent of the prisoner decided to 
call in local GP Dr Michael Shanahan. 
In an interview with author Rene 
McColl some years later, Dr Shanahan 
described his visit:
     “At 6 pm on the night of that 
Good Friday of 1916, the police 
sergeant came around to tell me 
that they had a commercial traveller 
over in the lock-up who had got into 
trouble and was in need of medical 
attention. I went along and found a 
clean shaven man of distinguished 
appearance sitting over a smoky fire 
in the policemen’s billiards room. He 
looked jittery and exhausted. 
     “When I went to examine him, 
two policemen remained in the 
room, I ordered them outside and 
closed the door after them. The man 
then whispered to me that he was 
Casement and expressed the hope 
that I was in sympathy with the Irish 

cause which, of course, I said that I was. 
     “Casement said that he was exhausted 
after 12 terrible nights in a U-boat. He did 
not definitely say that he wanted to be 
released but the impression I got was that 
I should tell the people on the outside that 
he was in the barracks and that he had no 
other purpose in his mind only that he might 
be released, which was quite an easy matter 
at that time. The barrack door was wide 
open and half a dozen men with revolvers 
could have walked in there and taken Sir 
Roger away.”

INCRIMINATING DOCUMENTS
As Dr Shanahan left the barracks Head 
Constable Kearney [whom Dr Shanahan 
described as an ‘astute man’] came up to 
him and showed him a newspaper cutting 
of Casement as he normally was, complete 
with a beard. Kearney put a piece of paper 

over the beard and asked Dr Shanahan whether the 
top part of the face did not bear a resemblance to the 
prisoner. 
     Dr Shanahan replied that he did not see a resemblance 
but he is believed to have verified with a nod to Kearney 
that he was the same man. Dr Shanahan said “I could 
see that Kearney knew the man he has inside was Roger 
Casement, but even so, the prisoner was not under heavy 
guard.”
     Dr Shanahan later went around Tralee and told the 
leaders of the Volunteers that Casement was in custody in 
the station. They paid little attention to him and told him 

Head Constable John A. Kearney was the 

Officer-in-Charge of Tralee RIC Station on 

that Good Friday. When he learned about 

the boat and firearms being found at Banna 

Beach he arranged for ten RIC members and 

the official horse-drawn sidecar to be go to 

Ardfert area and to set up checkpoints. 

Casement was detained here in Tralee RIC Station.
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that the man in the station was a Norwegian sailor. He 
was annoyed with the attitude of the Volunteers but they 
refused to budge. 
     Sometime later Dr Shanahan was told that the 
Volunteers knew perfectly well that Casement was in 
custody in the barracks, but that they didn’t want to do 
anything which might set off the ‘Rising’ at half-cock.
In the late evening, the prisoner Con Collins requested the 
RIC to send word to Austin Stack that he wanted to see 
him in the RIC station. His request was acceded to and 
a member of the force located Stack and passed on the 
message to him. 
     When Stack came to the station, Kearney arrested him 
and found a number of incriminating documents in his 
possession. A warrant was already held in the station for 
Stack’s arrest. Stack was detained in the kitchen area of 
the station, which was at the opposite end of the hallway 
from the billiards room.
     Kearney had a further conversation with Casement 
who still had not revealed his true identity. At about 9 
pm. Fr Frank Ryan from the local Dominican Friary came 
to the station following a request from a member of the 
RIC. The decision to call the priest was on the prompting 
of Kearney and after Casement had agreed to have him 
called. Fr Ryan also saw Casement in the billiards room 
and Casement told him who he was. 

GOOD FRIDAY STEAK!
In a report of ‘The Evening Mail’ on the following day it 
was stated that Casement told the priest that he wanted 
him to go to the local Volunteers and to urge them to 
stay quiet. To tell them that the forthcoming rebellion 
would be a hopeless failure because the help, which the 
Volunteers was expecting from Germany, would not be 
forthcoming. 
     Casement pleaded with him: “Do what I ask and you 
will bring God’s blessing on the country and on everyone 
concerned”. Fr Ryan said “So, I saw the leader of the 
Volunteers in Tralee and gave him the message’’. He also 
informed H.C. Kearney of the steps he had taken and his 
reason for doing so.
     Early on Good Friday night, Kearney took Casement 
from the billiards room to his private quarters upstairs in 
the station. When he asked Casement if he was hungry, 
Casement replied that he was starving. When asked what 
he would like to eat, he said that he would “love nothing 
better than a good steak”. 
     It being Good Friday – a day of fast and abstinence 
in all households and it was also in the pre-refrigerator 
era – Mrs Kearney put on her coat, went out and knocked 
up her local butcher, got a fine steak and cooked it for 
Casement.
     The members of the Kearney family described 
Casement as being a lovely refined gentleman. He took 
the Kearney children on his knee and spoke to them 
about the schools they attended, the games they played 

at school and about the poetry they learned. 
     This took place in the Kearney kitchen-living room and 
Casement settled in as if he was one of the family. One 
of the children, Margaret Mary Kearney [later Mrs Cleary] 
spoke about this experience up to the time of her death 
in 1997 – of Casement jogging her up and down on his 
knee.
     Casement was in the Kearney home for about 
two hours and relished his meal, which was the first 
substantial meal he had in two weeks. While in the 
Kearney home he was given an opportunity to wash and 
freshen up there. 
     He was given a linen face towel [which had been 
woven from flax by Mrs Kearney’s grandmother] and this 
is retained as a souvenir by a member of the Kearney 
family. Casement was insisting on giving something to 
the Kearney family as a token of his appreciation for their 
kindness, but both John and Mrs Kearney declined the 
offer.

STATION ATTACK ALERT
Before Kearney left the married quarters with Casement 
that night, Kearney’s children distinctly remembered 
hearing their father advising their mother not to let 

Austin Stack was leader of the local volunteers in County Kerry.
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Roger Casement Memorial on Banna Beach, Tralee, Co. Kerry. 

RIC witnesses at the trial of Sir Roger Casement.

the children out of the quarters, as he 
expected an attack to be made on the 
station during the night. 
     In compliance with his instructions 
they were not allowed out after that and 
their mother locked the entrance door to 
the quarters. For a considerable period 
into the night they recalled their mother 
sitting on the kitchen floor with her back 
to the locked entrance door. The children 
eventually fell asleep and found that 
Casement was again in their home for 
breakfast the following morning.
     Kearney sat with Casement in the 
station billiards room throughout the 
night. The front door of the RIC station 
was unlocked and there were few RIC men 
on duty in the building. Casement was not 
handcuffed while in custody and the door 
of the billiards room was unlocked. 
     For the remainder of his life, Kearney 
always claimed that Casement was there 
to be rescued that night and he could be taken by two 
men carrying revolvers. It has always been acknowledged 
that there would have been little trouble in rescuing 
Casement.
     Sometime before 12 midnight, Kearney sent Constable 
Clancy to the West End Hotel [now Val’s Bar] at Bridge 
Street to get a whiskey for Casement. The hotel was 
owned by Patrick and Margaret O’Connor and their bar 
was the one most frequented by the RIC in Tralee. Their 
daughter Maggie was in charge of the hotel that night. 
She recalled Constable Clancy coming to the premises for 
the whiskey. 
     He asked for a ‘half-whiskey’ and he told Ms 
O’Connor that the whiskey was “for a prisoner in the 
barracks who was very distressed and would hardly 

SIR ROGER CASEMENT

last until morning”. On hearing about the plight of the 
prisoner she handed over a full glass measure of Jameson 
whiskey, the cost of which would be six old pence but she 
declined to take any payment for it. 
     The following day she heard that the prisoner was 
Roger Casement. The whiskey was most likely served 
to Casement as a ‘hot whiskey or punch’ rather than 
in its raw state. This was certainly Casement’s last ‘Irish 
Whiskey’.

SAID IN CONFIDENCE 
Casement took Kearney very much into his confidence as 
they talked through the night. This is evident from notes 
which Casement gave to Sergeant A.M. Sullivan K.C. 
after the first day of his trial at Bow Street on 16 May 
1916. He wrote: “The chief constable at Tralee was very 
friendly to me. It was he got me the priest, and I said a lot 
of things to him during the night. 
     “Many of these things were in confidence, as at that 
time, I was bent on taking the poison I had, and wanted 
this friendly man to tell my friends after – it was the 
following Wednesday evening 27 April I first tried to rub 
the poison, curare, into a cut I made in my fingers at the 
Tower, and thought surely I would go that night”.
     Casement obviously wanted his Counsel to know that 
he was well treated by Kearney and that false claims of 
intimidation or ill-treatment could not be made against 
Kearney or the RIC. 
     Casement probably ‘bared his soul’ to Kearney during 
the night and both men would have been on the same 
level in so far as academic, intellectual and knowledge of 
British, Irish and world affairs were concerned. Kearney, 
who was an exceptionally brilliant man, would have been 
able to converse on any subject with Casement. 
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IN SYMPTATHY
Kearney realised only too well what Casement’s fate 
was likely to be. In later years he made no secret of the 
extent of sympathy which he had for Casement and 
the predicament he was then in. He was aware of the 
extraordinary work which Casement had done for basic 
human rights in Africa and South America. 
     He disliked 
Casement’s activity 
in conniving with 
the Germans – the 
arch enemy of the 
British Empire. He 
said that he found 
Casement ‘to be 
a very pleasant 
person, genteel 
and very polite’ but 
for whose cause he 
had no sympathy in 
any way. 
     Casement said 
that he said a lot of 
things to Kearney 
that night, but to 
Kearney’s credit 
he never disclosed 
publicly or privately 
what Casement 
had said to him 
in private and he 
never betrayed 
the confidence 
place on him by 
Casement. 
     He was not 
aware that 
Casement had the 
poison concealed 
on his person – 
believed to have 
been in a small 
phial in the hair of 
his head.
     Casement was 
seated in an easy 
chair in the billiards 
room and at no 
time did he have 
contact with either 
Austin Stack or 
Con Collins who 
were also detained 
in the station.
     On the 
following morning 

– Easter Saturday – Kearney again took Casement to 
his private quarters where Mrs Kearney cooked a fine 
breakfast for him. He washed and shaved in the family 
bathroom.

The third and final article will be published in ‘Spring 
2016’ issue of Síocháin
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It is of great pride to the members who served in Pearse Street Garda Station over the years 
that it played such a significant part in the birth of the Irish Nation 100 years ago. Paul 
Smyth, Dublin North Branch, outlines the pivotal role played by Pearse Street in achieving 
Irish Independence.

PEARSE ST PLAYS 
PIVOTAL ROLE FOR 

IRISH INDEPENDENCE

Dublin City in 1913 was a 
hive of distinctive different 

activities. The building of Great 
Brunswick Street Police Station, 
together with the Great Lockout 
and the inaugural meeting of the 
Irish Volunteers were among the 
most notable events. 
     By a series of unforeseen and 
unintended consequences these 
events became intertwined. 
Each one in its own way played 
a pivotal role in achieving Irish 
Independence, which came 
about less than a decade later.
     As the foundations of the 
new police station at No. 1 Great 
Brunswick Street were being laid, 
tramlines running close by caused 
turmoil. 
     Years earlier when horses 
were the main means of 
transport, the authorities in 
London warned that city streets 
would become impassable with 
the volume of horse manure as 
commercial activity increased. 
     Modernisation in the form 
of trams and vehicular transport 
solved that problem but it caused 
other problems in the form of industrial relations disputes. 

GREAT LOCK OUT
In Dublin a strike took place over the conditions of 
employment of tram workers. The strike quickly spread to 

other employments. In retaliation to the strikes, employers 
locked out about 100,000 workers. This series of events 
became known as the Great Lockout of 1913. 
     This lockout caused great hardship among the cities 
poor.  A class war developed during which the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police sided with the business classes. By 

When the Irish Free State was set up, Great Brunswick Street Police Station was then referred to as 
either Pearse Street Station or College Street Station. Cover image: (Pic Michael Kelly ©)
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the overzealous use of batons the police inflicted severe 
injuries on several hundred Dubliners. 
     This excessive use of force caused a loss of confidence 
in the police and resulted in the formation of an armed 
force, of working class men, known as the Dublin Citizens 
Army.

IRISH VOLUNTEERS
In November 1913, in response to the arming of the 
Ulster Volunteers to resist Home Rule for Ireland, the 
inaugural meeting of the Irish Volunteers took place in 
the rink of the Rotunda in Parnell Square in Dublin.   An 
estimated 180,000 men joined the Irish Volunteers.
     By the time the next summer solstice passed, not alone 
were the evenings starting to get shorter but the lights 
were starting to go out all over Europe. On 28 June 1914, 
an assassin fired the starting shots of the First World War. 
     The subsequent campaign by John Redmond’s Irish 
Parliamentary party, to recruit Irishmen for the British 
Army, resulted in almost a ninety percent reduction in the 
number of Irish Volunteers.
     Those who followed the calling of John Redmond 
were known as the National Volunteers. A young Wexford 
man, William Richard English Murphy, a teacher in Belfast, 
boarded a ship and travelled to England to fight for the 
freedom of small nations in the British Army.
     Within a decade he would be very familiar with Great 
Brunswick Street Police Station. Post-Irish Independence 
he was the first Commissioner appointed by the Irish 
Government to be in charge of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police. Many of those who remained in the Irish 
Volunteers had other ideas. They saw Britain’s troubles as 
Ireland’s opportunity.

LOW-KEY OPENING
As stone was placed upon stone, the fashionable walls 
of the new police station in Great Brunswick Street crept 
quietly skywards. The station was completed and had a 
low-key opening in 1915. It was to house the uniform ‘B’ 
Division of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, who up until 
then had worked in the nearby police station in College 
Street. 
     It was planned that along with the personnel in ‘B’ 
Division, it would also cater for the needs of detectives 
from ‘G’ Division who were working in Exchange Street 
near Dublin Castle. The doors with constable heads carved 
in stone on either side, created an elegant entrance to 
Great Brunswick Street Police Station. 
     Eamon Broy, a young athletic Kildare man was 
making good progress in his chosen career in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police. In early 1915 he was allocated 
to political duty and worked in the clerical section at 
Exchange Street in ‘G’ Division.
     This Division was responsible for the countering and 
supervision of all national movements suspected of 
plotting against the British Crown.  

     Towards the end of 1915 when the political section 
moved to the new police station at Great Brunswick 
Street, he was transferred there too. Broy was able to 
type and as a result of his expertise he soon became 
responsible for typing sensitive reports going up the line 
to the policing and army authorities. 
     As a single man he was obliged to reside in the station. 
The detectives in ‘G’ Division occupied the end portion of 
the new police station near College Street.  

EASTER RISING 1916
As the hands of the clock moved slowly towards midday 
on the following Easter Monday – 24 April 1916 – a 
contingent of the Irish Volunteers and the Dubin Citizens 
Army started marching from Liberty Hall to occupy the 
General Post Office in Sackville Street in the centre of 
Dublin. It was the start of the Easter Rising.  
     Padraig Pearse, leader of the Irish Volunteers together 
with James Connolly leader of the Dublin Citizens Army, 
led this contingent as they marched along Abbey Street 
and turned into Sackville St, now renamed O’Connell St. 
     At the rear of the contingent was the quartermaster 
general of the Irish Volunteers, Michael J. Staines. He was 
seated in a car full of munitions and explosives.   He was 
later to become the first Commissioner of the Civic Guard.   
At the end of the Rising, both Pearse and Connolly were 
executed by firing squad along with the other leaders of 
the Rising. 
     When the Irish Free State was set up, the name of 
Great Brunswick Street was changed to Pearse Street in 
honour of the executed Pearse, who was born nearby. 
Great Brunswick Street Police Station was then referred to 
as either Pearse Street Station or College Street Station. 
     A couple of minutes after midday, on that fateful 
Easter Monday, the first indication that a rising had 
started, was conveyed by telephone, from the central 

One hundred years after it was built the police station at No 1 Pearse 
Street still stands. (Pic Michael Kelly ©)





police telephone office in Dublin Castle to the 
Detective Office in Great Brunswick Street, where 
Eamon Broy was working. With the start of the 
Easter Rising, Commissioner Johnstone ordered all 
members of the Dublin Metropolitan Police off the 
streets and into barracks.
     In Great Brunswick Street Station detectives 
sat around telling stories of what they had 
seen earlier in the day.  Numerous reports were 
received regarding the buildings occupied by the 
Volunteers and shootings in different places. 

‘RISING’ IN FULL SWING
Word reached the station of the shooting of 
Constable O’Brien who was shot dead as he 
attempted to close the gates of the Upper Castle 
Yard. Reported too, was the death of Sean 
Connolly, an Irish Volunteer from Phibsboro, in an 
attack on the Castle. 
     A week earlier he had played the lead role in James 
Connolly’s play ‘Under Which Flag’ in Liberty Hall. The 
play was about an Irishman pulled between serving in 
the Irish or the British Army. The Dublin Metropolitan 
Police had kept a low profile since the time of the Great 
Lock out. Wisely they did not get involved in the Rising. 
This was left to the British Army.
     The trams continued to pass up and down Great 
Brunswick Street for a period after the Rising had started, 
adding their noise to the sound of gunfire. With the 
passage of time, members of the British Army home on 
leave began to converge on the station. Some of them 
were armed, those who were, were posted at upstairs 
windows to defend the station in the event of an attack.
T     here were many callers to Great Brunswick Street 
Station enquiring about relatives who had failed to 
return home after been away for the Bank Holiday. They 
all condemned the Rising. 
     It was most unpopular at the time and for a number 
of weeks afterwards. Several ‘loyal’ citizens were 
disappointed that the British Army and the police had 
not removed the Sinn Feiners from occupied buildings.
     Detectives, looking out the station windows, 
witnessed the bizarre sights of looters passing the 
station, dressed up to the nines, with their spoils. One 
citizen was seen carrying a large flitch of bacon on his 
back, with another walking behind him cutting off a 
piece with a large knife. 
     They were hungry. These sights proved too much 
for some detectives, they disobeyed orders and took 
off after the looters.   Soon the station was filled with 
prisoners. 
     With the Rising in full swing nothing could be done 
with them so they ended up providing entertainment 
for those in the station. It was an unreal situation, 
entertainment inside, the sound of gunfire from the 
rebellion outside.

IRISH INDEPENDENCE
After the arrest and execution of the leaders of the rising 
the numbers of detectives were depleted as no further 
political trouble was anticipated. Broy was retained and 
continued to work in his office in Great Brunswick Street. 
     In the following months and years many changes 
took place in the hierarchy of the political section. As this 
happened Broy’s expertise and influence grew. He was 
promoted detective sergeant. While the police authorities 
may not have anticipated any further political trouble, 
others including Broy had different ideas. 
     In the years of violent and political turmoil, which 
followed the Easter Rising, a more nationalist sentiment 
emerged throughout the country.  This resulted in the 
1919 War of Irish Independence. During this period Broy 
worked hand and hand with the Irish Volunteers providing 
them with intelligence.   Some of the intelligence he 
supplied played a crucial part in preventing key nationalist 
figures, including Eamonn de Valera, from been arrested.  
     Broy forged a close relationship with Michael Collins in 
the course of which he was able to smuggle him into the 
political section of ‘G’ Division in Great Brunswick Street 
Station where Collins was able to peruse intelligence files. 
The relationship was so close between them that Broy 
was able to persuade Collins not to turn the guns of the 
Irish Volunteers on the uniform section of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police. 
     In 1925 the Dublin Metropolitan Police and the Civic 
Guard amalgamated, forming the new force called An 
Garda Síochána.  Eight years later Broy was appointed 
Commissioner of An Garda Siochana. 
     One hundred years after it was built the police station 
at No 1 Pearse Street still stands. It is District Headquarters 
of the ‘B’ District. The main responsibility of this district 
is the everyday protection of the main democratic 
institutions of the Irish Republic, Dail Eireann and Seanad 
Eireann.

Pictured at the recent Centenary Celebrations at Pearse Street Garda Station, 
Dublin (l-r): Paul Smyth; Chief Supt Frank Clerkin; Aine Broy (daughter of 
Former Commissioner Eamon Broy) and Supt Joe Gannon, District Officer at 
Pearse Street. (Photo courtesy of Paul Smyth, Dublin North Branch)
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One member of the Cavan Branch of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association is 
constantly on the move, reaching new summits around Ireland. John Smyth, Cavan Branch, 
tracks the success of the Mountain Man Kevin Dockery whose next milestone is to climb the 
highest point in each of the 32 counties.

THESE BOOTS 
WERE MADE FOR 

WALKING! 

Kevin Dockery, a native of Edgeworthstown, Co. 
Longford, joined An Garda Síochána on 20 July 1977. 

After serving two years in Pearse Street he transferred to 
Cavan where he remained stationed until his retirement 
on 1 December 2011. When Kevin joined An Garda 
Síochána he was already a keen athlete concentrating on 
the 800m and 1,500m events. 
     His love of athletics started while attending St Mel’s 
College, Longford. He regularly trained with fellow 
student Ray Flynn who later became a world class athlete. 
Ray represented Ireland in the 1980 and 1984 Olympics 
and still holds the Irish one mile and 1,500m records (with 
times of 3.49.77 and 3.33.5 respectively).
     In 1979 Kevin won the 800m race in the All Ireland 
Garda Sports. For years he competed in races throughout 
Ireland. His best times for the 800m and 1,500m were 
2.01 and 4.05 respectively. 
     A work-related injury put an end to his running days 
in 1998. Instead of clocking up miles running the roads 
around Cavan, Kevin resorted to the softer ground by 
climbing mountains with gusto. He was inspired having 
read Paddy Dillon’s book ‘The Mountains of Ireland’ and 
set about climbing all 212 mountain peaks over 2,000 
feet in Ireland. By 2006 he had climbed 160 peaks.
     His quest was temporarily interrupted when he had 
major surgery for stomach cancer but his determination 
never wavered and he enthusiastically resumed climbing 
in 2008.
     Finally on Saturday 19 September 2009, in the 
company of 11 walking friends, he climbed Carrauntoohil 
(3,414 feet) the highest mountain in Ireland. 
     This was the 212th and final peak to summit. By 
doing so he became the first Garda and the 15th person 
ever to climb all 212 peaks. Kevin estimates that in 
achieving his goal he walked/climbed 800 miles and drove 
approximately 20,000 miles, journeys which took him to 
some of the most isolated parts of Ireland.  

PASSION CONTINUED
Kevin has since continued his passion for mountain walking 
and averages approximately 30 to 40 walks each year. Early 
in 2014 he decided to set another goal, i.e. to become the 
first person to climb Cuilcagh Mountain (2,188 feet) on the 
Cavan/Fermanagh border, 100 times in one year. It was also 
a way to commemorate the centenary of the start of World 
War One. 
     His uncle Joseph Dockery, a native of Elphin, Co. 
Roscommon fought in the British Army from the start of 
the war.  Sadly he was killed in action on 15 April 1918. In 
order to reduce the number of journeys from his base in 
Cavan Town to West Cavan (60 miles return) he resorted 
to climbing Cuilcagh often two, three and four times in the 
one day. 

Kevin Dockery led an expedition on 21 December 2014 to the top of 
the Cuilcagh Mountains in West Cavan to catch the sunrise for the 
Winter Solstice.  Unfortunately the mist did not clear. Kevin is pictured 
here with ‘Santa Claus’. (Photo courtesy of John Smyth, Cavan 
Branch)

MOUNTAIN CLIMBING
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MOUNTAIN CLIMBING

     On these long walks he only stopped 
briefly for food breaks.  Each climb entailed 
a five-mile round trip back to the start which 
took approximately 1½ to 2 hours depending 
on the weather and underfoot conditions.
     Kevin had some unusual encounters 
during these climbs up Cuilcagh.   In 
February 2014 he saw a snow bunting on the 
mountain — this is a rarely seen bird and it is 
the most northerly breeding songbird in the 
world.   It is described by Bird Watch Ireland 
as an “uncommon winter visitor from October 
to March”. 
     Another encounter occurred on his 
88th climb on Sunday 14 September 2014 
when he emerged from the mist and met 
100 Orangemen from Fermanagh on the 
summit. They had climbed Cuilcagh from the 
Fermanagh side and were also taking part in a 
commemorative walk to mark the Centenary 
of the outbreak of World War One. 
     It was also a charity walk organised by 
Noel Johnston. They were all wearing their orange sashes 
and a short service was conducted by the Orange Order 
Chaplin, Reverend Stanley Gamble. 
     The Grand Master of the Fermanagh Orange Order 
was also present.   As they had no official photographer, 
Kevin was pressed into service and took a group 
photograph for them. They were very friendly and 
courteous to him. The photograph Kevin took appeared 
in the Fermanagh newspapers and the Belfast Newsletter 
over the following days.   
     A number of weeks later, Kevin was invited up to 
Enniskillen Orange Hall where the presentation of the 
proceeds from the charity walk was taking place. There 
were about 100 people present and Kevin’s photograph 
was displayed on a giant screen on the stage as Stuart 
Brooker, the Grand Master, introduced him to the 
audience. Kevin was presented with a framed tapestry 
and was asked to say a few words. 
     Food was served afterwards in the hall. Kevin was 
overwhelmed by the hospitality and welcome shown 
towards him by all present.   The fact that he was a 
Catholic, a retired Garda and had no bearing on the 
occasion shows how times have changed for the better 
around the border. Mountains are great places to break 
down barriers!

THE MAGICAL FIGURE
Kevin finally reached the magical figure of 100 ascents of 
Cuilcagh when he was joined by fellow members of the 
Cavan Walkers Hill-walking Club on Sunday 12 October 
2014. He still managed to notch up a further six ascents 
before the end of the year. 
     He organised a Winter Solstice walk on Cuilcagh 
on 21 December 2014. The plan was to reach the 

summit for sunrise at 8.50am; 46 walkers from Cavan 
and Fermanagh departed from their homes at 6am and 
assembled at the starting point at 7am. 
     Walkers from Kevin’s wide circle of friends of every 
persuasion, north and south of the border, including some 
of his new Fermanagh Orange Order friends, set off in 
total darkness in damp and misty conditions.
     The mist didn’t lift so there was no prospect of seeing 
the sunrise. However, on the summit champagne corks 
were popped and a rucksack full of mince pies plus an 
appearance by Santa Claus on the snow-covered summit 
added to the festive atmosphere. A big fry-up breakfast 
followed the walk in a local restaurant! 

THE NEXT GOAL
Kevin’s next goal is to climb the highest point in each of 
the 32 counties – he has only six left to climb. To date 
he has climbed Cuilcagh Mountain 268 times since he 
started mountain climbing.
     The Orange Order walk organiser, Noel Johnston, has 
kept in contact with Kevin and he extended an invitation 
to him and fellow retired members to visit Crom Castle, 
Newtownbutler, Co. Fermanagh, the residence of Lord 
Erne, where he is employed. In July 2015, Kevin, his 
brothers Declan and Aidan, Mick Ryan (ex Cavan), John 
Smyth (ex Cavan) and his son Evon were brought on a 
four-hour tour of the castle and a boat trip on Lough 
Erne. Noel and his wife Amanda were magnificent hosts 
and all had a thoroughly enjoyable day.
     Kevin has walked in the Austrian Alps and in Kosovo. 
Both are memorable as he was within inches of stepping 
on a highly poisonous viper snake in both countries while 
trekking in the mountains. Far away hills might be greener 
but Kevin’s favourite mountains are the McGillycuddy 
Reeks in Kerry. Kevin Dockery is ‘The Mountain Man’.

Group of walkers who joined Kevin Dochery on the expedition last December 
2014 to the top of the Cuilcagh Mountains in West Cavan.
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THE BACON 
REPORT!

The practice of killing a pig twice a year (in March and October) to provide food for their 
families was a common one for Gardaí and other members of the community. However, this 
tradition which continued up to the 1960s, may come as a great surprise to some of our 
younger and not-so-young Garda members, writes Pat Lehane.

Great care 
was taken in 

selecting the most 
suitable animal, 
preferably a young 
sow after first 
litter. One of the 
considerations was 
that it would yield 
‘high-sided bacon’, 
i.e. with at least 
one inch of fat. 
     On selection it 
would be stall fed, 
but allowed out 
to the fields for a 
short time each 
day to root and 
conform to nature. 
For the final three 
weeks it was 
confined to the 
piggery and fed on 
yellow meal.
     On the morning 
designated for 
the procedure the 
household would 
be up early boiling 
water, in black cast iron pots over the open fire. Three to 
four neighbours would come to help armed with either 
butcher’s knives or obsolete cut throat razors. From time 
to time they would check the edge by pulling a rib of hair 
from the head and see if the weapon would cut it clean 
at, at an angle. The pig was then placed on the flat body 

of the common horse car and legs secured firmly with 
ropes. 
     The animal was then given a blow of a sledge hammer 
on the forehead which stunned her (buile marfach na 
muiche).When in this state a knife was trust through her 
throat to pierce her heart. When the blood began to flow 
it was collected in a large basin to which was added 

Great care was taken in selecting the most suitable pig, preferably a young sow after first litter.

KILLING THE PIG
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a liberal amount 
of coarse salt, to 
prevent coagulation.
     The carcass was 
then placed on its 
side on a table on 
top of which was 
placed a bran bag. 
Scalding water 
was then poured, 
through the bag, 
onto the flesh, 
which was then 
massaged with 
round flat stones. 
The bristles on that 
side were then 
shaved off.

ORGAN 
EXTRACTION
The carcass was 
then turned 
over and the 
same procedure 
conducted on that 
side. The shaving was done with well-honed butcher’s 
knives and disused open razors. This done the carcass 
would be taken to a suitably prepared outhouse and 
hung, by the hind legs, from the rafters using a pole and 
tackle. It was then cut open from between the hind legs 
to the throat.
     A vat or bath would then be placed under the head 
into which was received the contents of the stomach. The 
heart (croi), kidneys (dubhain),liver (ea ) and lungs 
(Scamoga) were extracted and taken over by the woman 
of the house. Suitably-cut hazel rods were then used to 
keep open the chest and stomach cavities. 
     The sheets of fat were then extracted from the inside 
walls of the carcass, handed over to the good lady of the 
house, who in her own time would render them down 
into lard which was used for cooking. 
     The inside and outside would be thoroughly washed 
with spring water, flour bags wrapped around it, and left 
to hang for seven days.
     If there were young children in the house or the 
neighbourhood, then the bladder (lamhnan) would be 
carefully removed, blown up, using a quill from a goose, 
secured and placed in the chimney breast for two weeks 
to season. It was then further inflated and used as a 
football.

PROOF OF THE PUDDING
In the meantime the good lady of the house prepared and 
made the black and white puddings. The first job was to 
remove all the guts from the belly and clean them out. 

She then turned them inside out and thoroughly washed 
them, finishing them off in spring water. 
     She then reversed them and applied the same method, 
cutting them in lengths of 16 inches to be later used 
as casings for the puddings. Then she grated the heart, 
lungs, liver and kidneys. 
     This was done using a homemade grater, made from 
a square of tin, with nail holes punched into it while 
placed on a background of wood. To the grated organs 
she added chopped onions, pearl barley, mixes herbs and 
dripping.  Having mixed them well she divided it into two 
halves.
     To one half she would add and mix the blood already 
referred and fill it into the gut casings, tying off both end 
and then joining them, together, to make a circle. This 
was known as the black pudding. 
     The remainder of the mix was similarly filled into the 
guts and this was the white pudding. They were then 
placed in the black pot of boiling water and boiled for 
one hour. 

MEMORABLE TASTE
The rings were then removed from the pot and put on 
the handle of the brush, which was supported on two 
chairs, in front of the fire to dry. This boiling process was 
repeated twice more. Some would be shared with near 
neighbours and the helpers who assisted with the killing 
of the pig. 
     They were cooked by frying on a pan, with a liberal 
amount of lard, over the open fire. This was the original 

Pat Lehane says the taste of puddings made in the traditional way will never again be experienced.
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Síocháin   93



North and East Housing Association 
 

“Making a difference to people’s lives by providing 
quality homes and supporting communities.” 

 
 

• NEHA has accessed private and public finance for the construction and 
acquisition of Social Housing in partnership with Local Authorities. 

 
• Meeting the accommodation needs of families,older people, homeless 

households, people with physical and learning disabilities in both rural and 
urban settings. 

 
• A proven track record in the delivery of high quality homes with a dedicated 

team housing professionals. 
 

• A Commitment to supporting communities through locally based services. 
 
 

 
McArdle Green, Drogheda, financed with private and public funding. 

 
 

CONTACT: 
 

North & East Housing Association, 
 3 Kirkfield Cottages, 

Clonsilla Road, 
Dublin 15 

 
Phone: 01-8200002 Email : info@neha.ie 

www.northandeast.ie 
 



method of making 
puddings, and 
I personally can 
vouch for a taste 
that will never again 
be experienced.
Having being hung 
for seven days the 
carcass would be 
taken down and 
cut into portions of 
about four pounds 
in weight. A certain 
amount would 
then be set aside, 
as gifts of thanks 
to close family and 
neighbours. 
     Coarse salt 
would be rubbed 
onto each portion 
before it was placed 
in a 40-gallon 
timber barrel and 
to which a small 
portion of saltpetre 
was added. Well-scrubbed flat stones would be placed on 
the top to keep the contents compressed.
     A bag was put over the mouth of the barrel and 
secured tightly with a jack line. After nine days the meat 
would be removed and the brine discharged. 
     Each portion would be scored with a sharp knife and 
more coarse salt added. It was then returned to the barrel, 
in the manner already described, for a further nine days. 

CRUBEEN CUISINE
On being removed from the barrel a slit was cut into 
the skin of each portion, which was then hung from a 
cup hook on the joists, in the kitchen. It was left so until 
required for use. At the time some houses suffered the 
torment of downdrafts in the chimney which resulted in 
smoke-filled kitchens. 
     This added a little favour of smoking to the meat, 
when boiled cabbage or turnips were added to the pot. 
Turnips turned red as a result of saltpetre. 
     The pig’s head would also be boiled and created a 
special taste with cabbage. The nose was special and 
I can vouch for the fact that a pig’s ear sandwich was 
something special. The crubeens (or trotters) were 
also boiled with cabbage, but, even with the use of a 
microscope you would fail to get flesh – only grizzle. 
     A portion of skin taken from a fresh crubeen (known 
as a greiscin) would be rubbed on hazel and ash plants, 
before they were put up the chimney breast to be 
seasoned. 
     They were very popular source of ‘cuisine’ in pubs, 

especially in Cork City and immortalised in the famous 
song ‘The Boys of Fairhill’ with the following lines:
“If you come to Cork you’ll get drisheens, Murphy’s stout 
and pigs crubeens”.

THE ‘PRATY’ BALL
From the portions of meat they would cut off rashers. 
Firstly, these were par-boiled twice in a warmer, to 
dissipate the salt. Then they were placed in a frying pan, 
with liberal amount of lard and fried. The dripping would 
be returned to a container and given several other uses.
     Whereas bacon was the meat in common use back 
in those days, beef would rarely be used. Occasionally 
about three or four neighbours would get together and 
slaughter a heifer, after her first calf. 
     When the divide was carried out it didn’t amount to a 
big lot per family. Farmers in the late harvest would host 
dances in their homes, known as a ‘Praty’ Ball. 
     This was a gesture of thanks to their neighbours for 
helping during the year. At such events the housewife 
would endeavour to have a cow’s head from which she 
made soup, in the pot over the open fire, using her own 
special recipes. Patrons on looking into the pot have 
sworn that they saw the cow’s eyes looking out at them.
     That was then and that is how our forbearers lived. 
Today these skills are no longer allowed by Regulations, 
to be performed.  The wisdom of such move has to be 
questioned in view of the fact that a world scarcity of 
food could become a problem in the future and with a 
loss of the knowledge and skills could be a matter of life 
or death. 

After being par-boiled twice in a warmer, to dissipate the salt, rashers were placed in a pan, with liberal amount 
of lard and fried.
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The sky was a murky grey when I 
emerged from my bed on the morning 

re-designated for burning the bushes by 
the woman from downstairs in Waste 
Management - but at least it was dry. As 
I looked out my bedroom window at the 
ominous black clouds racing across the 
eastern horizon I decided to go for it.
     I rang Fire Brigade HQ in Dublin: “Hello, 
I have a permit to burn bushes today and I 
want to let you know that I will be availing 
of it.” 
     “Good man; now what part of the 
country are you in?” asked the lad at the 
other end in a broad Dublin accent. I told 
him my address, “And is that where the 
burn will be taking place?” “Yes.”
     “Okay, give me a sec until I have a 
look at your permit on my computer,” 
He replied. There was some out-of-tune 
whistling accompanied by the sound of 
keyboard tabs being hit, “What did you 
say your name and address was again?” he 
enquired. 
     I repeated my name and address for him. “I’m afraid 
that I have no permit for that name or address on my 
database,” He said. “What does that mean?”
“It means that you have no permit to burn bushes 
today; are you sure that you have the correct date?” 
“Positive; that’s the date they gave me here in Waste 
Management,” I replied.
     “Something has gone wrong; you had better get back 
onto your local Waste Management and maybe they will 
be fit to sort it out for you.”

NO BURNING TODAY?
I rang the Waste Management Division and spoke to the 
woman from downstairs,

“I have a permit to burn bushes today but I have been in 
touch with Dublin Fire Brigade HQ and they say that they 
have no record of it,” I said.
     “Hold on and I will check our records,” she replied, 
and then put on some online music for me. I recognised 
the tune; it was ‘Hey! Ho! Hey! Ho! Off to Work We Go’ 
from Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs – the irony was 
karmatically uncanny. After a while the music abruptly 
stopped and the woman from downstairs came back on 
the line.
     “You had a permit to burn bushes on the following 
dates...” she said listing off the three dates allocated to 
me by the woman from upstairs and the two extra dates 
added by the man from upstairs. “I’m afraid that you have 
no permit to burn bushes today,” she concluded.
     “Today was definitely added to those five,” I protested. 

THORNY ISSUE OF 
BURNING BUSHES IN 

COUNTY CAVAN
Here is the third part of a satirical tale by GSRMA member Eugene Cassidy who is now 
farming in County Cavan, which relates to the stringent requirements to obtain a permit 
from Cavan County Council to burn bushes.

This photograph of a bush fire on a farm in Co. Cavan was taken by Fergus 
Fadden, a neighbour of Eugene Cassidy.

BURNING BUSHES
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BURNING BUSHES

“May I ask why you didn’t avail of one of the five days 
you were originally allocated?” she asked. 
     “It was raining on each and every one of those dates 
and it just wasn’t possible,” I replied.
“Hmm, you will have to make a fresh application for a 
new date.”
     “But, I did make a fresh application and you told me 
that I could have today – don’t you remember; you said 
that you’d clear it with the woman from upstairs and get 
back to me if there was any problem?” 

HINT OF UNEASE
There was an uneasy silence. For the first time in all 
my dealings with Waste Management I detected a hint 
of unease – I could visualise a spanner clanking in the 
works. Finally, the woman from downstairs spoke, “Yes, 
I remember. It’s my fault – I forgot to fax the new date to 
our local fire station. I’ll send them a fax now and mark it 
urgent,” she said.
     I was astonished by her admission that she had in fact 
forgotten to send the fax required to legitimise the new 
date I had sought. It was a welcome departure from the 
fulminations I have come to expect from operatives oiling 
cogs in the engine rooms of bureaucracy. 
     “The crowd that want the fax are in Fire Brigade HQ 
in Dublin; that’s where I got through to when I rang the 
number that the woman from upstairs gave me,” I said.
“Yes, but I can’t deal with them directly; I have to send 
the fax through our own local fire brigade command 
centre and they will forward it to Dublin,” she replied.
“Hopefully, I will have the matter sorted within the next 
hour or so, I will ring you on your mobile as soon as the 
all clear comes through,” she said.
     I couldn’t help but marvel at the amount of power 
the woman from downstairs seemed to have suddenly 
acquired. There was no mention of the woman (or 
indeed, the man) from upstairs having to be disturbed. 
I was reminded of a Minister for Finance who once said 
that you can’t beat a hanging to focus minds. 
     “So, can I start burning the bushes today?” I asked. 
“Hopefully, but wait until I get back to you,” she said.

RAISED IN BUNDESTAG
When I got off the phone and went downstairs (I too 
have an upstairs in my house) a retired chap was sitting at 
the end of the table in the kitchen drinking a mug of tea 
my wife had made for him. He had armed himself with a 
can of diesel to help me get the fire started. 
“I brought a drop of diesel to get things going. Are we all 
set?” he enquired.
     “The woman from upstairs in waste management 
specifically warned me that there are to be no accelerants; 
good God! Is that RED DIESEL?” I replied.
     The retired chap chuckled. “It’s in a red can! Will we 
get started?” he asked. “We can’t start yet; Dublin Fire 
Brigade HQ didn’t get the fax confirming the burn today 

from here because the woman from downstairs in waste 
management forgot to send it,” I explained.
     “So, what’s the plan now?” he asked. I outlined the 
emergency mechanisms that were being engaged as we 
spoke. “The burning of these bushes will be raised in the 
Bundestag yet,” chuckled the retired chap.
     We waited for over an hour for the call from the 
woman from downstairs but the telephone remained 
doggedly silent. The retired chap drank more tea and ate 
more buns while I paced up and down the kitchen floor. 

PERMITTED TO BURN
“Maybe you should chance ringing the woman from 
downstairs back, it’s well over an hour since you were 
talking to her,” suggested the retired chap looking at his 
watch. 
     Outside the sky had become decidedly darker and I 
had an uneasy feeling that rain wasn’t far away. I took out 
my mobile and rang Waste Management. “They haven’t 
got back to me yet; I’ll give them a ring and see if there 
are any developments,” the woman from downstairs told 
me.
     “Well, what’s the story?” rhe retired chap enquired 
when I had finished speaking to the woman from 
downstairs. “There’s no word yet,” I declared. “What’s 
the hold up?”  “I don’t know; there seems to be a delay 
between the fire brigade here and their HQ in Dublin,” I 
replied.
     The retired chap went out to check the weather while 
I awaited word from the woman from downstairs. As I 
paced the kitchen floor, I became aware of voices outside 
and glanced through the kitchen window. 
     The retired chap with the diesel was on his mobile. “I 
think the Dáil is clearing it with the Bundestag and Angela 
may be looking for certain guarantees,” he chuckled. 
     Then my own mobile rang; it was the woman from 
downstairs, “Is that Mister See?” she asked. “It is?” I 
replied. “Your permit to burn your bushes is now granted 
for today,” She informed me. “Thanks for all your hard 
work; I had better get these fires started before it rains,” 
I replied.
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COMMENCING IGNITION!
“Before you light them ring Fire Brigade HQ in Dublin and 
tell them that you are going ahead with the burn and 
give them the time at which you intend to commence 
ignition,” she warned.
I did as I was bid 
and rang Fire 
Brigade HQ in 
Dublin. A chap 
with a fake Dublin 
4 accent answered 
the phone. He 
went through 
the same list of 
questions that the 
other fellow had 
asked me earlier; 
my name and 
address; where 
the burn would be 
taking place; what 
time I intended to 
light the fire; what 
time would I be 
finished. 
     Then he said, 
“Hold on until 
I have a look at 
your permit on 
my computer.” I 
could hear tabs 
being hit in the 
background; I 
crossed my fingers 
and prayed to St 
Jude. 

FAKE ACCENT
Then the man 
with the fake 
Dublin 4 accent 
was back on the 
line; he called out 
all my details and 
asked, “Is that 
you?” I confirmed 
that it was. “Yes, 
we have your 
permit details; you 
may commence 
the burn; what 
time did you 
say that you 
intend to start?” 
“Immediately,” 
I replied. “Okay, 

don’t forget to ring us and let us know when the fire is 
out.” “I won’t,” I promised.

© Eugene Cassidy 
Part four will be continued in the Spring 2016 issue.
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Cork City Park by Phone is a great way to pay for on street  
parking in Cork City – just ring the  local  number (021) 492 
4030  to enjoy all of these benefits: 
 

 Easy to use service; 
 Pay and park immediately – no need to 

find a disc; 
 Top-up your parking credit from your 

car; 
 Register for a reminder when your credit is running low; 
 Park using the FREE Cork City Parking App; 
 Visiting Cork? You can make an instant one time payment 

without setting up an account. 
 

To find out more or to sign up for the service go to 
www.corkparking.ie or Call (021) 492 4025  

to talk to a friendly customer service  representative today! 

 

 

FREE PARKING FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES  
Cork City Council, in partnership with DRIVE4ZERO, is delighted to  
announce FREE PARKING for Electric Vehicles at the BLACK ASH PARK 
& RIDE, located off the South Link Road in Cork.  
 
What is DRIVE4ZERO?  
Drive4Zero is an exciting initiative to promote Electric Vehicles in  
Ireland. There has never  been a better time to drive an electric car. The 
technology, infrastructure, incentives and value all combine to make 
driving an Electric Vehicle (E.V.) a compelling proposition.  
 
How do I sign up? 
Cork City Council will provide 50 free parking passes to qualified 
Electric Vehicle owners to park their Electric Vehicles in a designated 
area at the Black Ash Park & Ride.  
 
To register, download an application for from www.corkcity.ie or  
e-mail drive4zero@corkcity.ie 
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STILL DREAMIN’ 
OF A WHITE 
CHRISTMAS!

Ever since childhood Tony Ruane has always dreamed of and hoped for a White Christmas, 
like his idol Irving Berlin, who wrote his inspirational composition about the subject, while 
living in sunny California, just like the ones he had known in his native Russia.

While I do indeed remember Patrick 
Kavanagh’s, ‘Mass-going feet, 

crunching the wafer-ice on the potholes’ 
in the pre-dawn of an early Christmas 
morning, it was only on a couple of rare 
occasions that my hopes and dreams of a 
white Christmas were realised.
     When Irving Berlin wrote his 
inspirational composition about the 
subject, while domiciled in sunny 
California, he too, was dreaming of a 
white Christmas; just like the ones he had 
known in the place of his birth, which was 
Tyumen near Osh in Russia. 
     The last in a family of six children, 
born in1888, into a community of mixed 
religions, he was named Israel Baline. His 
father, whose name was Moses, had the 
deep brown eyes and full facial hair of 
an orthodox Jew, and he was a deeply 
religious man. 
     A cantor and arranger of religious 
music in his local synagogue, he always 
wore the skullcap which was so much a 
part of his religious insignia.

NEW WORLD EMIGRATION
In the year of Our Lord 1893, the Baline 
family of eight boarded a sailing steamer 
at Antwerp, bound for the New World. 
On board that vessel were many families in similar dire 
circumstances and all of them were hoping to seek their 
fortune in America. 
     As was considered normal on those voyages of about 

eleven days’ duration, there were several deaths among 
the passengers in transit. However, there was no outbreak 
of the dreaded disease Cholera.
     When the ship docked at New York, all of its 
passengers and crew were refused “Leave to Land” 

Irving Berlin – the youngest of six children, born in 1888 into a community of mixed 
religions – was named Israel Baline.

WHITE CHRISTMAS
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WHITE CHRISTMAS

subject to clearance by the immigration and health 
authorities. All aboard were placed in smaller boats 
and dispatched to Ellis Island, where they were held in 
quarantine. Many thousands of immigrants were arriving 
in New York at that time and the immigration authorities 
were “snowed under” by the burden of their task.
     The Baline family was detained for one night only 
and despite communication problems, due to the fact 
that they spoke only Yiddish, they received a clean bill 
of health and were landed with their eight pieces of 
baggage. Five-year-old Israel was very excited by the 
hustle and bustle of New York City and took to his new 
home on the South East Side like a duck to water.
     Israel Baline was a bright, out-going child and was 
composing poems and rhymes from an early age. He 
is reputed to have attended school for only two years 
and his teachers were not impressed with his level of 
achievement. They reported that he was a lazy dreamer, 
who hummed and sang to himself during classes. 

SINGING WAITER
He was a self-taught musician and at an early age, ‘Izzy’, 
which was his pet name, began to busk and perform 
in the cafés and restaurants in his neighbourhood. He 
secured employment as a singing waiter and was much 
in demand. His wages were 50 cents a night but as he 
became more popular this figure increased substantially. 
     His voice was not of great quality and is said to have 
been in the counter-tenor range with a rather raucous 
tone. His satirical parodies and witty lyrics more than 
compensated for his lack of voice quality. The characters 
he associated with at that time are also legend, and 
included George Gershwin, Fred Astaire, Al Jolson, Cole 
Porter, Ethel Merman and many more.
     His mother Lena was astonished at her son’s success 
and popularity. She disapproved of his association with 
people of other religions and was angry when ‘Izzy’ spent 
Christmas with the O’Hara’s, an Irish Catholic family who 
lived down the block.

FATHER’S DEATH
The unexpected death of his father, at the age of 53, was 
a traumatic milestone in the life of Israel Baline. Shortly 
afterwards he left home forever at the age of 13 and was 
given accommodation in one of the Bowery restaurants 
in which he worked and performed. As he grew to 
manhood he changed his name legally to Irving Berlin and 
this caused much disapproval in his family. 
     Soon he became embroiled in the ‘Tin Pan Alley’ of 
New York City music. One of his early successes was 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ which he composed in 
1911. (A line in that song I have always found personally 
amusing, with its grammar from the cotton fields of 
America’s Deep South, is; “It am the bestest band what 
am, my honey lamb” (My computer has thrown a fit after 
writing that line!)

“I’m dreamin’ of a white Christmas, just like the 
ones I used to know

Where the treetops glisten, and children listen, 
to hear sleigh-bells in the snow I’m dreamin of 
a white Christmas, with every Christmas card I 
write May your days be merry and bright, and 

may all your Christmases be white.”
Irving Berlin

PROLIFIC SONGWRITER
He became a prolific composer and songwriter, with more 
than 1,500 numbers to his credit. As well as those already 
mentioned, some of his better known songs are; ‘Easter 
Parade’, ‘God Bless America’, ‘Cheek to Cheek’ and ‘Let’s 
Face the Music and Dance’. 
     His highly acclaimed musical, ‘Annie Get Your Gun’, 
which was produced in 1946 gave us all those grand, 
catchy songs like ‘There’s No Business like Show Business’, 
‘Anything You Can Do I Can do Better’, ‘Doin’ What 
Comes Naturally’, ‘You Can’t Get a Man with a Gun’ and 
many more.
     He arranged to have the proceeds from his 1942 
hit musical ‘For This is the Army’, with its all-soldier 
cast, donated to war charities. The show grossed over 
$250,000, which was donated to the boy and girl scouts. 
     For this Irving Berlin was decorated with the Medal of 
Merit. ‘God Bless America, was translated into German 
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and was also 
a huge hit. He 
established a 
trust, which 
would oversee 
the distribution 
of the monies 
to charity. 
Astute judge 
that he was, 
he selected his 
trustees well.
     They were 
Theodore 
Roosevelt, 
Jr. whose 
patriotism 
was without 
question and 
the world 

heavyweight boxing champion Gene Tunney, who was 
Irish and possessed great mass appeal. An old friend 
Herbert Swope, who could guarantee agreeable coverage 
by the press, was the third trustee.

AN OVERNIGHT HIT!
Like most of his writings, ‘White Christmas’ was written 
in the middle of the night. Irving Berlin was something 
of an insomniac and one Sunday night, some lyrics and 
notes began to form in his head. By Monday morning, 
the song was ready to be drafted onto paper. He arrived 
earlier than usual in his office, much to the surprise of his 
employees. 
     He seemed very tense and he hurried to his piano. He 
told his secretary to write down the words of this great 
song, which was going around in his head. He seemed to 
fear that he might forget the composition if he delayed 
unduly.
     Bing Crosby was 
contacted and asked to look 
at the song, with a view 
to making a recording. An 
arrangement was made for a 
rendezvous in a local studio 
and Bing read and hummed 
the song a couple of times. 
     Then he removed the 
pipe from his mouth and 
said; “This is not bad”. Berlin 
threw a fit. “What do you 
mean ‘not bad’,” he roared. 
“This is the greatest song 
ever written!” And so it was. 
Bing recorded the song and 
the story of its success is 
now history.

TANGLED LOVE LIFE
Irving Berlin’s love life was also controversial. He eloped 
with a millionaire’s daughter named Ellin Mackay from 
the uptown segment of the social divide. She was the 
daughter of Clarence Mackay and he considered the 
association of his daughter with Irving Berlin to be socially 
scandalous. 
     As a result, he cut off his daughter’s inheritance rights 
and even on his deathbed, he did not reconcile with his 
daughter and son-in-law.

THIS IS THE ARMY
I first heard the sounds of Irving Berlin come crackling 
from a huge, bugle-shaped loudspeaker, mounted on top 
of a pole in the village fair green. The Bohemian Players 
were on a one-week visit with their fit-up theatre and a 
series of plays.
     On the programme was ‘Murder in the Red Barn’, 
‘East Lynne’, ‘Pal of My Cradle Days’, ‘The Shadow of 
a Gunman’ and several other classics. A 78-RPM record 
played on their PA system to attract the evening crowds.
     It boomed and crackled; “This is the Army Mister 
Jones/we have no private telephones/You have got 
your breakfast in bed before /But you won’t get it there 
anymore”. 
     As a small boy at that time I knew very little about 
Irving Berlin, but this line got inside my head and I sang it 
morning, noon and night to everyone’s annoyance, but I 
thought it was very catchy.
     “You got your breakfast in bed before, but you won’t 
get it there anymore!” I roared at the top of my voice, 
especially when passing the graveyard on my way home 
from late-night card games and my footsteps quickened 
as I sang.
     Irving Berlin died on 22 September 1989 aged 101 
but his music, and especially that beautiful song, ‘White 
Christmas’, will live forever.

Ever since childhood Tony Ruane has always 
dreamed of and hoped for a White Christmas!

Bing Crosby was asked to look at 
the song, with a view to making a 

recording….Bing read and hummed 
the song a couple of times. Then he 

removed the pipe from his mouth 
and said; “This is not bad”. Berlin 
threw a fit. “What do you mean 

‘not bad’,” he roared. “This is the 
greatest song ever written!” And so it 
was. Bing recorded the song and the 

story of its success is now history.

Síocháin   107

WHITE CHRISTMAS



infrastructure

pay by weight

circular economy

circular economy

preparing for reuse

preparing for reuse

recycling

recovery

recovery
recovery

prevention

preventionpartnership

education

protection

protection

protection
enforcement

resource efficiency

resource efficiency

Southern  Region 
Waste Management Plan 2015 - 2021

www.southernwasteregion.ie

Eliminate the direct 

disposal of unprocessed 

residual municipal waste 

to landfill

Plan Target

Plan Target

1% Reduction Per Annum in 

the Quantity of Household 

Waste Generated per capita 

over the period of the plan

Plan Target
Achieve a recycling  

rate of 50% of managed  

municipal waste by 2020

do one more thing

Think about doing one more thing produce less waste at home, at school and at work.

infrastructure

pay by weight

circular economy

circular economy

preparing for reuse

preparing for reuse

recycling

recovery

recovery
recovery

prevention

preventionpartnership

education

protection

protection

protection
enforcement

resource efficiency

resource efficiency

Southern  Region 
Waste Management Plan 2015 - 2021

www.southernwasteregion.ie

Eliminate the direct 

disposal of unprocessed 

residual municipal waste 

to landfill

Plan Target

Plan Target

1% Reduction Per Annum in 

the Quantity of Household 

Waste Generated per capita 

over the period of the plan

Plan Target
Achieve a recycling  

rate of 50% of managed  

municipal waste by 2020

do one more thing

infrastructure

pay by weight

circular economy

circular economy

preparing for reuse

preparing for reuse

recycling

recovery

recovery
recovery

prevention

preventionpartnership

education

protection

protection

protection
enforcement

resource efficiency

resource efficiency

Southern  Region 
Waste Management Plan 2015 - 2021

www.southernwasteregion.ie

Eliminate the direct 

disposal of unprocessed 

residual municipal waste 

to landfill

Plan Target

Plan Target

1% Reduction Per Annum in 

the Quantity of Household 

Waste Generated per capita 

over the period of the plan

Plan Target
Achieve a recycling  

rate of 50% of managed  

municipal waste by 2020

do one more thing

Think about doing one more thing produce less waste at home, at school and at work.

infrastructure

pay by weight

circular economy

circular economy

preparing for reuse

preparing for reuse

recycling

recovery

recovery
recovery

prevention

preventionpartnership

education

protection

protection

protection
enforcement

resource efficiency

resource efficiency

Southern  Region 
Waste Management Plan 2015 - 2021

www.southernwasteregion.ie

Eliminate the direct 

disposal of unprocessed 

residual municipal waste 

to landfill

Plan Target

Plan Target

1% Reduction Per Annum in 

the Quantity of Household 

Waste Generated per capita 

over the period of the plan

Plan Target
Achieve a recycling  

rate of 50% of managed  

municipal waste by 2020

do one more thing

www.southernwasteregion.iewww.southernwasteregion.ie

Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital

Recognising the contribution of An Garda Síochána

Telephone: (01) 408 5200 

Appointments: (01) 408 5463/4

Web: www.coombe.ie



She looked with wonder at the reflection in the shop 
window, it really was her! She smiled and then looked 

more closely – yes indeed it was her. HER SELF!! But 
different – good different. A very modern miracle!
    Three weeks previously her daughter had collected her 
on a sunny morning and brought her to the clinic. There, 
forms were completed and signed once again – her 
history, family history, current medication noted and her 
signature on the heavy black line with the date.
    Then the usual preps –blood pressure, pulse and vital 
signs all checked and noted in her chart. Blood pressure 
up slightly but not a cause for concern very normal 
anxiety, lots of reassurance. Then change into a hideous 
gown, belongings secured in the locker, double check 
that she wasn’t adorned with jewellery and lots of praise 
as they had been left at home. As instructed on the 
very detailed sheet which she had been given at her last 
appointment before today!
    She was now beginning to feel less herself and more 
like some creature on an assembly line. She had questions 
to ask earlier but now confronted with the opportunity to 
ask them they seemed to have vanished from her brain. 
    She also seemed to have shrunk, as if once she 
donned the gown her essence had somehow diminished 
and her ability to question had been replaced by meek 
compliance.
    Now secured in a wheelchair and trundled along 
corridors into the depths of the building. The deeper they 
went the brighter the lights and the atmosphere changed 
from bustling reassurance to muffled tension with an air 
of very serious business. 
    Everyone was in scrubs – a nice shade of blue – with 
white masks either slung around their necks or covering 
their faces so all you saw were eyes. 
    Now she felt panic. This was real. This was elective. She 
had wanted this. Signed the black line. 

NO TURNING BACK
She had set out today full of excitement and glee. Yes… 
glee – was she mad?? She could turn back, change her 
mind but she seemed inert and almost like a puppet who 
was going to do what she was told and let this renowned 
expert work on her.
    She took a deep shuddering breath and the attendant 
patted her shoulder encouragingly. Now they were in 
prep. Very kind and reassuring nurses went through the 
process step by step, the anaesthetist joked and told her it 

REFLECTION

was local and she would feel nothing. That seemed even 
worse now; to be aware, to see and maybe imagine the 
feeling but not feel it. Mad – she was mad but too late 
now.
    She was in theatre now-green gowns in here, very 
strong lights, gentle background music and lots of eyes. 
Instructions on how to sit, how to focus, a steadying 
hand on her shoulder as they got to work – it seemed 
to be over before it had begun. She was off again in the 
wheelchair to recovery with praises singing in her ears on 
how well she had done. She felt like a very good pupil!

NO DEFINITIVE ANSWER
Now in recovery she could congratulate herself. Wasn’t 
she great all the same to have done this? All vital signs 
were normal and with a nice cup of tea and toast she felt 
much restored and almost back to herself.
    At last, the permission to leave, pages of instructions 
and in the case of emergency, return immediately. 
Discharged. 
In her very cool shades she walked out into the bright 
sunlight feeling a new woman. Her daughter plied her 
with questions; Did it hurt? Did she feel different? How 
did she feel now? Was it worth it? Had she looked?
    No, it didn’t hurt and she was still a bit numb. And 

Marina Tulli pens this short story about what it means to one woman who, following laser 
surgery, can see things clearly in more ways than one and recognises the important things 
to focus on in life.

SHORT STORY
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SHORT STORY

no – she had no definitive answer to the other questions 
because she had been too nervous to look properly so 
once safely home she would LOOK!
    Once home she went to her room, took off her shades 
and looked in the mirror. Two clear blue eyes looked back, 
bluer than she had thought them to have been always. 
She thought she 
had pale blue eyes. 
But no-she had 
deep blue eyes. 
What a surprise!
    But best of all 
no specs. She 
could see the face 
she had worn for 
45 years but never 
seen properly. All 
her life the thick 
lens were parked 
on her nose, 
without which she 
could see only a 
blur. 
    A childhood 
of glasses held 
together with 
sellotape, tearful 
admissions to 
her mother that 
her glasses were 
broken yet again 
and endless eye 
patches and 
exercises, all 
vanquished. The 
endless jeers of 
“specky four eyes” 
and as she got 
older – defined 
by “she’s the one 
with glasses” – 
now all gone!
    The wonder of 
laser technology 
had freed her to 
see herself. The 
blue of her eyes 
was that of her 
late father – she 
had never seen 
that before.
    The world too 
seemed smaller. 
She had spent a 
lifetime seeing a 
magnified version 

but looking around her familiar room it looked neater, 
smaller and in focus. 
    She was so glad she was alive to experience the 
wonders of modern technology.
    And the woman in the window (sans specs) was still a 
wonder to her!

Síocháin   111



The trade association representing 
members with interests in the tyre 

industry. 

Those represented include the 
manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, 

retailers, recyclers and equipment 
suppliers to the tyre trade in Ireland.

Contact us:  
Po Box 135, Enfield, Co. Meath

Telephone: 086 8129260
www.itia.ie

33 Sundrive Road, Dublin 12 

Tel: 01 492 1333, Fax: 01 490 6123
Email: info@denisJryan.ie
Web: www.denisjryan.ie
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GSRMA MEMORABILIA

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Membership No.:
Tel. No.:

Please add €3 per order for postage                                                                                                          TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
Lapel Pins (€6)                              Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Lapel 
Pen

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 

I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 

Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 

 

(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 

 

(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 

 

(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 

 

(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 

 

(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  

 

Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 

 
GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 

 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 

To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 

above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 

organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 

remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 

that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 

 

Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 

 

Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 

Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  

                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      

                                                                                                        S= STOP 

Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 2 6 0 6 0 

   

€ 

1 

   

0 6 0 
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Noel spent his first nine years in 
Crosshaven, Co. Cork, and subsequently 
lived in Dublin, apart from a short 
sojourn in the Garda Training Centre in 
Templemore as drill instructor, in addition 
to tours of duty in Namibia and Tajikistan.
     He joined An Garda Síochána in 1960, 
having spent a few years in the Irish Army. 
Over the years he served in six stations in 
Dublin, and he also spent time as Garda 
Public Relations Officer and worked in 
Community Relations and in Human 
Resources. In the 1970s, then an Inspector, 
Noel was chosen to head up a team of 
instructors to implement in-service training 
at Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station.
     As Chief Superintendent, Noel 
served in Namibia as leader of the police 
component of the UN Transition Assistance 
Group in 1989/90, which was the first 
Garda oversees mission. 
     Their brief was to monitor police and 
security force actions and to prevent 
intimidation or human rights violations, as 
Namibia transitioned to a democracy. A 
novel aspect of this mission was that the 
police operated unarmed in accordance 
with the Irish culture of policing by 
consent. 

     This contributed in no small way to the 
native acceptance of the UN mandate. 
Noel’s experience in Namibia, his third 
level qualifications in law (BL) and public 
administration, made him an obvious 
choice to be selected by the UN in 1995 as 
advisor to the Government in Tajikistan, as 
this country also moved towards becoming 
a constitutional democracy. 
     Noel retired in December 1998.  The 
qualities most mentioned at his funeral 
were his integrity, his pride in his work 
and his huge capacity for friendship. He 
is survived by Maire, his loving wife of 49 
years, his children Elizabeth, Jacqueline, 
John, Eithne, Thomas – who has followed 
in his Dad’s footsteps – and Noel, 
together with their partners and his seven 
grandchildren.
     Maire and family would like to express 
their appreciation and thanks to all 
serving and former members of An Garda 
Siochana, for their assistance, support and 
sympathy; to the clergy who officiated at 
the funeral mass and to all the neighbours 
and friends who rallied around to assist in 
any way.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

NOEL ANDERSON
Rathfarnham,
Dublin 14
Birthplace: 
Crosshaven, 
Co. Cork
Rank: Chief Superintendent
Reg. No.: 14268K
Date of Death: 
21 October 2014
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KENNETH J. LAMBE
Bray,

Co. Wicklow

Birthplace: 
Sligo Town

Rank: Detective Inspector

Reg. No.:15263C

Date of Death: 
11 January 2015

Kenneth J. Lambe joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1963 and trained in the 
Phoenix Park Depot. His first allocation 
was to Shankill Station, Co. Dublin 
and over the years he served in Bray, 
Cabinteely, Harcourt Square and 
Enniskerry. He retired from Bray Station in 
1988.
     Kenneth is survived by his loving wife 
Dympna, sons Kenneth, Raymond and 
Brendan, and daughter Florence. He is 
also survived by his son-in-law Brian, 
daughters-in-law Alison, Lisa and Averyl, 
grandchildren: Róisín, Kenneth, Orla, 
Clodagh, Aisling, Beau, Jude and Isabelle, 
and his sisters Maura, Loretto (recently 
deceased), Florrie, Pauline and Emily.
     Outside his Garda duties and 
dedication to his family, Kenneth was a 
keen sportsman, particularly, the GAA, 
game shooting, cycling and golf.  He was 

a past president of the Bray Golf Club. He 
had a droll sense of humour but enjoyed 
a good sing-song and often gave his own 
rendition of many old ballads.
     Dympna and the family would like to 
extend sincere thanks to the members 
of An Garda Síochána, both serving and 
retired, for their support during Kenneth’s 
illness and for the escort provided at his 
funeral. 
     They also wish to thank the large 
number of families, friends and members 
who travelled from all over the country 
to his funeral. Thanks also to the priests 
of the Holy Redeemer Church in Bray and 
to everyone who contributed to his very 
spiritual funeral mass. May Kenneth’s 
memory live in our hearts and may he rest 
in peace.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.
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THOMAS OLIVER (OLLIE) 
O’GORMAN
Crosses of Annagh, 
Mullagh,
Co. Clare
Birthplace: 
Kilmihil, Co. Clare.
Rank: Chief Superintendent
Reg. No.: 16460G
Date of Death: 
4 December 2014

On 4 December 2014, at his home, 
Ollie O’Gorman passed away having 
courageously fought a battle with illness 
over a number of years. Born at Greygrove, 
Kilmihil, Co. Clare, he was the youngest of 
three sons; Vincent, who predeceased him 
in 2014 and John who resides at the family 
home. He married his wife Mary, a native 
of Doonbeg in 1970 and they spent many 
happy years living in Celbridge Co. Kildare. 
     He joined the Force in 1966 and served 
in Cabra and Pearse Street Stations, until he 
was promoted to Sergeant in 1978. After a 
short sojourn at Ramelton, Co. Donegal he 
returned to Garda HQ where he worked in 
Research and Planning. 
     On promotion to Inspector in 1986 
he served in ‘A’ and ‘B’ Branches before 
transferring to Operations Department as 
Superintendent in 1991, where he served 
for four years, in charge of Donnybrook 
Station until his promotion to Chief 
Superintendent in 1995.
     He took charge of Louth Meath Division 
before again returning to HQ in 1996, until 
he retired in 2005 having been in charge 
of Technical Bureau and Human Resource 
Management (HRM) operations.
     It was in his HRM role that his true 
character, his loyalty to and welfare of his 
colleagues knew no bounds. Approachable 
and understanding he went out of his way 
to help. The rank he held rested lightly on 
his shoulders.

     Always a true Clareman, Ollie followed 
the fortunes of his countymen on the 
hurling field. His retirement saw him return 
to Clare where he had a lovely home close 
to beach at Spanish Point. He loved to walk 
his dog and have a pint and a chat with 
the locals. He continued to sit on interview 
boards for Garda Recruitment while Mary 
continued her teaching career.
     However, illness intervened. He was 
dignified and positive throughout and loved 
to have long chats with former colleagues 
and friends. Mary wishes to thank Dr Greg 
Leonard at the Galway Clinic, Dr Donald 
Maguire at St Vincent’s Private Hospital and 
the oncology teams at both hospitals for 
their care during his illness.
     Those who gathered at Mullagh Church 
for Ollie’s Mass did so to pay tribute to the 
memory of a true professional, a trusted 
colleague and very dear friend. Ollie was a 
devoted husband to Mary, loving father to 
Paul, Oliver, Brian and Niamh. 
     His grandchildren were a source of 
joy and a reminder of life’s continuous 
course. The family appreciated the Guard 
of Honour provided by serving and retired 
members as well as the support of Ollie’s 
classmate Pat Kelly. Following Mass he was 
buried at Dunmore, Dunbeg overlooking 
the Atlantic Ocean.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

JOHN C. MALEADY
Hillcrest Park,
Glasnevin, 
Dublin 11
Birthplace:
Rosemount, 
Co. Westmeath
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.:14975F
Date of Death: 
22 March 2015

John Maleady joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1962 and, on completion of training, 
he was assigned to Pearse Street Station. 
During his early years there he became a 
member of a folk group and played the 
guitar with the group in several venues in 
and around the Dublin area. 
     However, his superiors were made 
aware of this and he was duly called in and 
informed that he could not carry on doing 
this. He also loved cars and one of his first 
cars while living in Pearse St Station was an 
MG Midget. 
     John became seriously ill in 1971 and 
was diagnosed with cancer. His colleagues 
in Pearse St rallied around him and 
organised a collection to send himself and 
his wife to Lourdes. He never forgot that 
generous support and frequently related 
that experience to friends and family. He 
always believed that he was cured of cancer 

in Lourdes. 
     He loved all sports and was delighted to 
be in Croke Park the only time his beloved 
Westmeath won a Leinster final. 
     He went to Coleraine House and helped 
to set up the Parking Fines Office there in 
1977/78. 
     He then transferred to the Printing 
Section at HQ based in St John’s Road in 
1980 where he remained until he retired in 
June 1999.
     The Maleady family would like to thank 
all members of An Garda Síochána, both 
serving and retired, who attended John’s 
funeral. Special thanks to Fr Joe Kennedy 
who celebrated the funeral mass and also 
his wonderful neighbours and friends. John 
is survived by his wife Sarah (Sadie), sons 
John and Ivor, and daughter Karen.
 

May he rest in peace.
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MAURICE BOYLE
Pinewood Drive,
Dublin 11
Birthplace:
Asdee, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Detective Sergeant
Reg. No.: 10510D
Date of Death: 
5 April 2015
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In 1953, Maurice Boyle left his beloved 
Kerry to join An Garda Síochána, initially 
serving on the beat from the Bridewell 
Station. His brother Sean also later joined 
the force.
     Maurice married Dubliner Nuala 
Gaffney in 1964. Fifty happy years, five 
children and 10 grandchildren later they 
all enjoyed wonderful Golden Wedding 
celebrations in July 2014.
     After transferring to John’s Road, 
Maurice began in Fingerprints, going on 
to be considered an expert in this field. 
He later moved to the Technical Bureau. 
In these days, ‘Fingerprint men’ were all 
Dublin based. This meant being called 
away countrywide, be it late at night, or 
once, on Christmas Eve. 
     A family man first and foremost, all 
gift-giving was put on hold for Dad that 
year. His children’s favourite game was to 
secretly put a fingerprint into the centre 
of a ‘Jammy Dodger’ biscuit, for Maurice 
to work out whodunnit. To their delight, 
he solved every case. Maurice retired as 
Detective Sergeant in 1993.
     Maurice’s love of fishing was lifelong; 
from happy childhood days on Littor 
Strand to many good days out in 
Greystones and Wexford with the Garda 
Angling Club. 
     Portnoo, Co. Donegal and 
Ballybunion, Co. Kerry were his preferred 

family holiday locations, where rod and 
line could once again be extended. 
Maurice suffered a very serious fall one 
summer, fishing off the rocks at Portnoo. 
The local coastal rescue, including Garda 
Martin Tonry came to his aid. Without 
them the outcome could have been very 
different.
     Maurice’s life was filled with books, 
research and learning. Irish language and 
history were particular passions of his. 
He extensively researched his own family 
ancestry, back to 1865. 
     Despite mastering the joys of the PC 
in his retirement, he preferred to mostly 
transcribe his research by his own careful 
hand. He put all this to good use, as a 
pub quiz fan and later as quiz master for 
his local Garda Retired group.
     Maurice contracted a progressive 
lung condition in 2007 that led to him 
using an oxygen machine and gradually 
restricted his mobility. He fervently 
wished to remain at home with his 
family. 
     Thanks to the wonderful St Francis 
Hospice Homecare Team this became 
possible. The family are deeply 
appreciative of their dedicated care.
     He died very peacefully on Easter 
Sunday morning, surrounded by his 
beloved family. They were extremely 
touched by the large numbers who 

JACK O’GORMAN
Drumalee, Cavan, 
Co. Cavan.
Birthplace: Killala, 
Co. Mayo
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.:12774D
Date of Death: 
11 May 2015

Born on 10 August 1933 in Killala, Co. 
Mayo, Jack was the second eldest in a 
family of 11 – five boys and six girls. He 
joined An Garda Síochána in 1956 and 
trained in Garda HQ in the Phoenix Park.
     His first posting was in Limerick City, 
and subsequently served as a Garda in 
Emyvale, Co. Monaghan; Monaghan 
Town; Granard, Co. Longford and 
Athlone, Co. Westmeath.  
     He was appointed Detective Garda in 
Athlone and was promoted to Sergeant 
in 1965. 
     He was transferred on promotion 
to Rahan, Co. Offaly, and later served 
in Castledermot, Co. Kildare; Littleton, 
Co Tipperary; Bawnboy, Co. Cavan; 
Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan, before moving 
to Cavan Town in December 1973. He 
served in Cavan until his retirement in 
May 1986 and continued to live there 
after his retirement. 

     Jack won a Senior Championship 
Football Medal with Athlone in 1965. 
He was a big GAA fan and followed 
the fortunes of his native Mayo down 
through the years. He was a very keen 
and accomplished golfer and he was a 
long-time member of County Cavan Golf 
Club. 
     He was an authority on antiques 
and travelled the country buying and 
selling and attending auctions. After 
his retirement he worked as a private 
investigator and an agent for the Red 
Book phone directory.
     Married in 1961, Jack is survived 
by his wife Kathleen, son Noel, 
daughters Gail and Caitriona, brothers, 
sisters, daughter-in-law, sons-in-law, 
grandchildren and a large circle of 
friends.

May he rest in peace.



attended the funeral ceremonies. A Garda 
escort provided to the cemetery was a 
really nice gesture. 
     Another Kerryman related a lovely 
story, of an off duty trip to Croke Park. A 
row had broken out in the nearby crowd, 
but “without raising his hand or his 
voice”, he said, Maurice calmly broke up 

the melee. Such was his way.
     Maurice is deeply missed every day 
and remembered with very great love by 
his wife Nuala, children Catherine, Gina, 
Fionnuala, Joanne and Raymond, and also 
by his extended family and friends.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

PAT MURPHY
Cnoc Mhuire,
Coolcotts,
Wexford Town
Birthplace:
Cloondroon, 
Miltown, Co. Galway
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 10922C
Date of Death: 
27 May 2015

Pat Murphy was born in Cloondroon, 
Milltown, Co. Galway on 1 June 1929 
and while he spent most of his life in 
Wexford, he had a great love of the west 
and kept in good contact with his family 
there. 
     Pat was known fondly as Pádraig in 
Galway. He was one of seven children and 
in his early years he worked on the family 
farm before joining An Garda Síochána 
in 1954. He was stationed in Bandon, 
Skibereen, Monaghan and Clontibret, 
before being stationed in Killanne as a 
Garda Sergeant in 1965.  
     In 1968, Pat was transferred to 
Wexford Town where he married Marie, 
originally from Co. Mayo, on 21 July 
1970. Pat served in several capacities 
in Wexford, including Immigration at 
Rosslare Harbour and Crime Prevention in 
Co. Wexford. 
     He retired from the Force in 1986. 
Being a member of An Garda Síochána 
was a source of great pride to Pat. He 
was a perfectionist in his work, a great 
communicator and mediator. 
     He had a calming effect in a crisis 
situation. Pat realised the importance of 
communities and encouraged people to 
look out for their neighbours.

     During his retirement, Pat was 
involved with the St Vincent de Paul 
Society, Ozanam House Wexford where 
he was the treasurer for a number of 
years. He was also involved in the Garda 
Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
(GSRMA). 
     One of Pat’s interests was his garden 
where he enjoyed many happy hours 
planning and carrying out gardening 
work. He was active as a Eucharistic 
Minister in Clonard Church, Wexford up 
until a year before he died. 
     He always took a great interest in the 
people that he met along the way and 
tried to help them in any way that he 
could. 
     Pat never lost the gift of 
communication, even when he was ill. 
     He will be greatly missed by his wife 
Marie, his sons Michael and Pádraig, his 
daughter Ann-Marie, his one surviving 
sister Rosaleen, son-in-law Johnny, his 
grandchildren Cathal, Róisín and Donogh, 
relatives, neighbours and many friends. 
Pat’s family would like to thank everybody 
for their help and support over this sad 
time. 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam.

Dave was born in Waterford City in 
October 1936 and was the only boy in 
a family of six children. His father, who 
was also named David, was a founding 
member of Garda force (Reg. No. 5308). 
As a result of Garda transfers his family 
grew up in Baltimore and Skibbereen 
before settling in Mitchelstown.
     Dave followed his dad’s footsteps and 
joined An Garda Síochána in 1956. After 
completion of training he was allocated 
to Skibbereen and later to Glengarriff. 
While stationed there he met his lovely 
wife Anne, who was on holidays with her 
mother from New York. After a romantic 
first date shooting rabbits and a courtship 

conducted by post, they got married in 
1967. The newly-weds settled in Schull, 
where Dave was to remain as Sergeant 
until his retirement from the force in 
October 1993.
     He loved the town of Schull and was 
very active in the community. His interests 
included gardening, sailing, fishing and 
taxidermy, in addition to hunting and 
shooting, the field club, acting with 
Schull Drama Group, Schull development 
committee, the Town Park Committee, 
playing cards and Schull Meals & Wheel. 
He was a man of the community.
Sport was a major part of Dave’s life. He 
was an accomplished footballer, having 

DAVID (DAVE) O’ KEEFFE
Coosheen, Schull, Co. Cork
Birthplace:
Waterford City
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No.: 13167K
Date of Death:
10 June 2015
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played for Mitchelstown and Avondhu 
for many years. He still holds the record 
for winning more North Cork Junior 
medals (seven) than any other player in 
Mitchelstown GAA. He won junior and 
intermediate county medals while playing 
with Mitchelstown and was also the 
proud holder of a senior county medal 
with Avondhu. 
     Such was his love for playing the 
game, he played for many teams all over 
the country under assumed names. Many 
suggest the two-year suspension for 
simultaneously playing with seven clubs 
put paid to his chances of playing for 
Cork. 
     He also played for the Wicklow and 
Dublin County finals, semi-final for the 

Sligo champions Tulastrand against the 
Tuam All-Stars.
     Dave is greatly missed by his wife 
Anne, sons: David, Denis and Michael, 
daughters Kristine, Kim and Selena, and 
grandchildren Suzanne, David, Cadhla, 
Ashling and Aodhán. 
     Anne and family greatly appreciate the 
assistance of serving and retired members 
who attended his funeral or sent 
messages of sympathy. It was an honour 
to have him carried to the church by the 
very members he proudly served with. A 
special word of thanks goes to Retired 
Garda Kevin Keliher, Sgt James Donovan 
and Garda Jonathon O’Donovan.

May he rest in peace.

Neil Gavin McGroarty passed peacefully 
from this life on 1 July 2015 at his home 
in Clontarf. To say it was a shock would 
be something of an understatement as 
he had lived a healthy life and was not 
burdened by illness or injury of any kind.
     His surviving siblings are Mary Anna 
Redican (London), John (retired chief 
superintendent), Charles (Donegal) and 
Kathleen Scanlon (Bray). Son of a Garda, 
and younger brother of another Garda, 
he set his sights on the blue target in 
his mid-teens and never wavered for 
an instant until he had achieved his 
objective, i.e. entry to the Force. 
     As a Dublin-based Garda, Neil met his 
one true love Moira (Nee Hallinan) at a 
dance in the city in 1967. They married in 
1969 and lived briefly in Beaumont before 
settling in Clontarf. Sadly, two of their 
six children, sons Aidan and Paul, died 
in infancy. The surviving siblings Ciaran, 
David, Áine and Sheila were reared in 
Clontarf. The marriage of Neil and Moira 
lasted 45 years and ended only on Moira’s 
death in December 2013, after her long 
battle with illness.
     Neil was born in Clonmel on 7 
November 1944 and was reared there 
with his siblings until the late 1950s when 
the McGroarty family moved to Dublin. 
He joined the Force in 1966 and served 
his first post in Kilcullen. He was later 
transferred to Mount Joy station, and 

briefly to Terenure. 
     He qualified early for promotion to the 
rank of Sergeant which he obtained in his 
sixth year of service, a notable and rare 
achievement and served 18 years in Store 
Street. A stoic by nature, he was never 
‘sick’ or unavailable for duty. A highlight 
of Neil’s career was his UN Cyprus posting 
from 1994-1995.
     Neil’s ‘blue’ loyalty took him to the 
very last day of his service. He retired 
from his rank as an Inspector after serving 
eight years in Kevin Street in 2001. He 
was a reluctant leaver.
     However, upon retirement he was 
engaged as a driver by Judge Haugh of 
the Circuit Court and served also for a 
time on the Four Courts administrative 
staff before bowing out in 2009.
     The cut and thrust of nitty gritty 
enforcement legislation at the base level 
and in the Courts always engrossed Neil. 
He had a fascination too for the intrigues 
attaching to Irish politicians and never 
tired of following their travails. Aine, 
Neil’s daughter, is a serving Garda in the 
Dublin Metropolitan Region. 
     He had a wonderful send-off and in 
death he reposes now side by side with 
Moira in the cemetery of the RC Church 
at Fourmilewater, near Clonmel, a spot 
selected by both of them in happier days.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílís.

NEIL GAVIN MCGROARTY
Clontarf Park,
Dublin 3
Birthplace:
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Rank: Inspector
Reg. No.: 16086E
Date of Death: 
1 July, 2015
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Somebody’s Son
By Paddy Farrell, Dublin West Branch

The poor man walks along the street
Deep furrows mark his brow
The cares that we don’t have to bear
Bear heavy on him now

Where will he rest his head tonight
Or dry his sodden clothes
The more he thinks the more he feels
His torments don’t repose

He sees the people round him
As they rush about their chores
The mother with her little babe
Whom simply she adores

There was a time, but it is past
When he knew such tender care
But drink and drugs he dabbled in
Have led him to despair

So, when you see that man walk past
Half stooped and bent with care
Be thankful in the steps he takes
That you’re not walking there.

Winter
By Michael Brady, Mullingar Branch

Other seasons have our blessings
Poor old winter we much malign
Dark dreary days it sets upon us
Brings cold shivers to our spine.

With strengthening winds and blustery evenings
We know winter’s die is firmly cast
Time once more for insulation
To protect us from its icy blast.

But wait a while you winter bashers
This season has so much to show
From snow-capped hills to frozen rivers
And blankets made of virgin snow.

The magic soft snow flakes falling
Covering roof tops oh so neat
Unruffled snow the early morning
Imprinted with robins’ little feet.

Bright moonlight on a snow clad valley
Glittering stars in the clear night’s sky
Stillness, but for fox and badger
Sounds re-echo of their whimpering cry.

Icicles hanging from the roof edge
Like spears of glass so bright and clear
Surely they are a thing of splendour
Resembling a type of Chandelier.

Bitter winds and frosty evenings
Bring discomforts with which we must abide
But they only serve to enhance the pleasure
As we gather round a warm fireside.

In the bowels of winter that festive season
In this western world where we reside
Gladdens the heart with peace and kindness
Celebrating with joy the Christmas tide.

Spring may boast of new life-giving
Summer of sand and sea and sun
Autumn of its rich gold colours
But winter is second best to none.



DUBLIN WEST BRANCH COMMITTEE

RIC & DMP 
COMMEMORATION AT 
MOUNT ARGUS

This photograph captures the 
Dublin West Branch Committee at 
a recent presentation ceremony:
Back Row (l-r): Jack Christal, Pat 
Killalea, Michael Griffin, Michael 
Byrne, and Liam Collins, branch 
secretary. 
* Barbara Kenny was unavailable 
on the day.
Front Row (l-r): Tony Sourke, 
Adrian D’Arcy (Treasurer), Frank 
Timoney (Chairman), Peter Geraty.
 
(Photo courtesy of Peter 
O’ Connor, Dublin West Branch.)

Assistant Commissioner John Twomey presented 
the President’s Prize to Vincent Rafter at 
Westmanstown Golf Club. 

(Photo courtesy of Noel White, Dublin South 
Branch)

GARDA GOLFING 
SOCIETY PRIZE WINNER
Dublin South GSRMA member Vincent Rafter 
showed his skills on the golf course, winning both 
the President’s and Captains Prizes in An Garda 
Síochána’s Golfing Society in 2015. Vincent is a 
former member of the Garda Drugs Squad. 

The annual RIC and DMP commemoration took 
place at Mount Argus in Dublin on 29 August 
2015. Pictured arriving for the ceremony were (l-r): 
Joe Fallon, Jack Reynolds and Mick O’Gara (from 
Mullingar) with Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President. 

(Photo courtesy of Patrick Hugh Lynch)

IN THE FRAME
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KILLARNEY SOCCER CLUB SCORES HALF A CENTURY!
In September some former colleagues had 
the opportunity to meet with Dan Harrington 
(Reg. No. 15882) who returned to Killarney 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Killarney 
Soccer Club, which he established in 1965.
     Dan joined An Garda Síochána in 
September 1964 and was allocated to 
Killarney. After 10 years, he went to England 
and joined the West Yorkshire Constabulary, 
retiring from the Force there in 2005, having 
achieved the rank of Superintendent.
     During his five years in Killarney, Dan left 
a very valuable and lasting legacy with the 
formation of Killarney Soccer Club. Today this 
club caters for a large number of underage 
players and in so doing, it is steering their lives 
into the arms of sports and away from the 
grip of drugs and like activities.

GOLDEN JUBILEE WEDDING CELEBRATION IN CORK
John Morrissey, his 
wife Mary and their 
four daughters are 
pictured after their 
golden wedding 
anniversary Mass in 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Skibbereen, Co. Cork. 
John and Mary met 
at a dance in the 
Majestic Ballroom, 
Mallow in 1963.  At 
that time, Mary was 
studying for her 
midwifery training at 
St Finbarr’s Hospital, 
Cork while John was 
stationed at Blarney. 
They got engaged 
on 26 June 1964 and 
were married on 14 
August 1965.
     John and Mary had 
five children (four 
daughters and a son 
Michael who died in Japan at 27 years in 1995). He 
is always in their thoughts and prayers. They are 
blessed with eight wonderful grandchildren.
     After completing his training in 1959 in Phoenix 
Park Deport, John (Reg. No. 13909B) was allocated to 
Blarney and went on to serve at Watercourse Road, 
McCurtain Street and the Bridewell before retiring 

from Togher Station 14 May 1992. 
     A daily swimmer at the Mardyke Arena in Cork, 
John has huge interest in all sports especially GAA. 
Both he and Mary assist every Monday with Meals-
On-Wheels in Cork. 
     Mary is also involved with her local community 
through Art, Drama and the SMA Choir at Wilton, 
Cork.

Dan Harrington (centre) is pictured with a group of GSRMA Killarney members 
(l-r): John A. O’Sullivan, John Kingston, Mick Long, Pat McAuliffe, John Leen 
and Pat O’Neill. Unfortunately for Dan his wife Monica passed away unexpect-
edly on 7 May this year, putting a damper on the celebrations.

Pictured in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Skibbereen (l-r): Louise, Katherine, Mary, John, Rose and Josephine 
Morrissey.



ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

* Can you assist with the missing names in some of these photographs?

• FOUNDING MEMBERS OF THE FORCE (1922)
The founding members of the Garda Force at McKee Barracks 
in December 1922:
Front Row (l-r): Unknown, D. Madden (Roscommon), 
Nicholas Bray (Meath) and J. Ahearn (East Cork).
Back Row (l-r): Tom Breen (West Clare), G. Hegarty (West 
Cork), J. Driscoll (West Cork), ….  Reilly (Cavan), Pat Nally 
(Galway), Denis O’Brien (Dublin), and Jim Downes (Limerick 
City);

Photo courtesy of the Nally Family, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo and 
Milton-Keynes, UK.

• CORK COISTE ROINNE MEDAL CEREMONY 1967
Pictured at the Coiste Roinne function at Cork’s Metropole Hotel in 1967 for Cork ER hurling and football teams – the winners in 
Munster Division Coiste Roinne championships: 
Front Row (l-r): John P. Conrick (RIP), E.J. Doherty (RIP), P. Malone (RIP), P.G. Power, T.J. Kelly, M. McQuinn, J. Keating, E. Howard, 
and F. Cotter.
Middle Row (l-r): John Sheehy, Paddy Casey, John F. O’ Riordan, Morgan Lahive, John F. O Brien, unknown, Moss O’ Connor, Paul 
Downey, John O Brien (RIP), Noel Kirwan, Cormac Moroney, and J. B. Long.
Back Row (l-r): H. Moynihan (RIP), unknown, Batt Kirby (RIP), P. Freeney, J. Dillon, M. Keane, T.C. Kirby (RIP), M. O’ Loughlin, J.B. 
Griffin, J. White (RIP), B. Feeney, M.J. Griffin, and J. Hickey.

Photo courtesy of J.B. Long, Cork City Branch.

• BAILIEBORO GARDA DISTRICT 1960-70
Front Row (l-r): Johnny McEvoy, Pat McIntyre and John 
Keegan.
Back Row (l-r): John Mullins, Dominick Hunt, Paddy Roddy, 
John Brennan and Theo Hanley.

Photo courtesy of Theo Hanley, Athlone Branch.
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• SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE – AUGUST 
1962

This photo was taken at the Garda Depot, Dublin in August 
1962. The first person standing on left in the middle row 
is Sgt Paddy Sheehan (09888). The person seated second 
from left in front row is Sgt Tim O’ Shea, who now lives in 
Palmerstown, Dublin. (Can you name any of the others?)

Photo courtesy of Dave Sheehan, Rathfarnham, Dublin.

• NEWCASTLE WEST GARDA  
STATION OPENING  
NOVEMBER 1977

Seated (l-r): Supt Barney Timlin, 
Newcastle West; Commissioner Edmond 
Garvey;  Gerard Collins TD, Minister for 
Justice; Chief Supt Tom Kenny, Limerick; 
Chief Supt Eugene Crowley, Garda HQ; 
Inspector P. J. McSweeney, Newcastle 
West.
Lady in photo: Marian Nolan, Garda 
Clerical Officer, Newcastle West Station.

Photo courtesy George Daly, Limerick 
County Branch.

• GARDA DETECTIVE GROUP AT DUBLIN CASTLE
A group of 12 detectives pictured at Dublin Castle. The 
man seated second from right is Sgt Dick Farrelly (Reg. No. 
08812K). (Can you assist with names for the others?)

Photo courtesy of Gerard Farrelly, Churchtown, Dublin 14.

• AUGUST 1967 CLASS IN  
TEMPLEMORE

Front Row (l-r): J. Keane, P. Donovan, L. 
Wall, E. Sheppard, E. Kingston, N. Boyle, 
J. McCullagh, B. Quinn, J. Kinsella, and M. 
Moynihan.
Middle Row: (l-r): O. McKenna, M. Fitzgerald, 
P. Cawley, M. Coleman, P. Harrington, P.T. 
Smith, M. Hyland, P. O’ Donnell, D. Behan, M. 
Courtney, and J. Murphy.
Back Row: (l-r): G. Cleary, R. McDermott, M. 
Jennings, P.J. Higgins, P. Galligan, R. McCabe, 
M. O’ Sullivan, M. O’ Gara, J. Sheehan, and T. 
Fagan.

Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch.



CROSSWORD
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€100 TO BE WON
IN THE BUMPER CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

Here’s your chance to win a handy €100 in cash in our bumper crossword for Christmas. Send your 
completed entries to SIOCHAIN, Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 22 January 2016. The first correct entry drawn bags the €100 prize. 

Good luck to everyone who enters!
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ACROSS
6 Using words without paper. (8)
11 Could popular white wine be made from hay and corn? (10)
12 Irish men produce evergreen tree. (3)
13 Long bun with cream on the inside and chocolate on top. (6)
14 French housewife’s address. (6)
16 Remains in sailing boat to keep the mast up. (5)
18 Humble birthplace for someone so important. (4)
20 Gets weary having Tricolours, Stars & Stripes, Union Jacks, etc. 
(5)
21 Live. (5)
24 Dessert turns into a weapon at last. (6)
25 A little jumper on a dog. (4)
27 Is aware of. (5)
29 Small pebbles - found on a beach usually. (7)
30 A feast or a swimming event. (4)
31 Get a few beers from jumble sale. (4)
32 Sanctuary used to be for crazy people. (6)
33 Area of London famous for nightlife. (4)
38 it gives one a sense of self-importance. (3)
40 The time of March when Julius Caesar was assassinated. (4)
41 Carnival with swings and slides. (7)
42 They let in light to the operating system on some computers. (7)
43 Animal at the door when one is very hungry. (4)
44 You need everything to answer this. (3)
46 Really dislike the second part of RTE crime drama. (4)
48 They prove that suspects were somewhere else at the time of the 
crime. (6)
52 Get the kettle ready to steam a painful, infected swelling. (4)
53 In the stomach, it can give you indigestion. (4)
54 Ape. (7)
56 Trouble spot under Bashar. (5)
57 The only fish is flat? (4)
58 Something from Queens to make granddad’s collars stiff. (6)
59 Said it comes out from the hub. (5)
61 A little growth – often in the nose or intestine. (5)
63 Rounds of track or drinks like a dog. (4)
64 Corrects writing, in press especially. (5)
65 Country bird, popular during festive season. (6)
68 Choice cut of meat. (6)
70 One lousy egg. (3)
71 The victor at Trafalgar. (4, 6)
72 Sounds like the time to jump – 2016, for example. (4, 4)

DOWN
1 Scurries around like a playful child or puppy. (8)
2 Farm worker used to measure pony with it. (4)
3 Cheese with a made-up name. (4)
4 Pismire. (3)
5 Bird found in pear tree is heard about now. (9)
7 They may be apple all through the year but usually mince just 
about now. (4)
8 It’s the first and last song of the year. (4, 4, 4)
9 It’s called frosting in America. (5)
10 Hot area where there’s lots of sand – and oil. (6)
15 What a silly creature to find in a crib. (3)
17 Traditionally burned in fireplace at Christmas, but not much in 
Ireland. (4, 3)
19 According to the story, Tarka was one. (5)

CROSSWORD

1

S

W
9

O

R
12

D

S

17

C
19

H

A
24

I

N
27

S

A
29

W

K

N

I

O

D

T

R

2

E

L

A

P

S

E

18

H

O

M

I

C

I

D

E

L

N

R

14

S

K

O

R

C

3

E

D

D

I

E

15

T

R

E

E

T

R

U

N

K

T

O

P

A

R

P

S

4

O

F

F

D

U

T

Y

20

S

T
25

A

B

N

F

T

V

28

M

30

T

11

B

E

A
16

T

21

M

E

A

D

O

W

S

5

G

10

D

R

A

L

B

U

6

A

G

I

T
13

A

T

O

R

S

26

A

R

S

O

N

O

V

S

U

K

N

T

A

7

L

I

O

N

C

U

B

S

22

S

C

R

E

A

M

E

T

O

L

H

R

I

8

R

O

S

E

T

T

E

S

23

C

E

N

S

U

S

22 Local nationality. (5)
23 Caesar’s cloak could have been made from butchered goat. 
(4)
26 Those who make it to the top here can look down on every-
one else. (7)
28 Hit hard. (6)
31 Religious sect in America who do not use modern machin-
ery. (5)
34 Type of sherry. (7)
35 Most of the county gets the parts discarded by the butcher. 
(5)
36 Messy and unkempt. (5)
37 Many primary schools will be putting one on about now. 
(8, 4)
38 Are up to time. (3)
39 Wise old flyer. (3)
45 Found or situated. (7)
47 The building in which Davy Crockett died, just outside San 
Antonio, Texas. (5)
49 The worshipping by the Magi. (9)
50 One tenth of one’s earnings taken to support the clergy. (5)
51 Prejudice or favouritism. (4)
55 The whole human race, not just you or me. (8)
57 Carol has such a night at Christmastime. (6)
60 It’s average of course. (3)
62 Type of board used by medium at séance. (5)
64 Sicilian volcano. (4)
66 Employed so no longer new. (4)
67 Sign of affection, or betrayal by Judas. (4)
69 Poem. (3)

Solution to Crossword in Autumn 2015 issue.

Congratulations to Crossword winner 
Paul McGettigan, Kimmage, Dublin 12.

A cool 1100 is on its way to you!
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AROUND THE WORLD

Fill in the answers correctly, and the letters in 
the first column down will spell out the name of 
someone very important!

1. City in southern Spain, site of Alhambra Palace. (7)
2. Famous holiday town on Mexico’s Pacific coast. (8)
3. Former name common to both Zimbabwe and 

Zambia. (8)
4. Arabian animal with one hump. (9)
5. The continent on which you’d find the volcano, 

Mount Erebus. (10)
6. Capital city of Australia. (8)
7. Capital city of Canada. (6)
8. Capital city of Uruguay. (10)
9. This country’s capital city is Maputo. (10)
10. This country’s capital city is Jakarta. (9)
11. This country is totally surrounded by EU countries. 

(11)
12. Language spoken widely in East Africa. (7)
13. American city in which the . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500 car 

race is held. (12)
14. Bavarian city, site of famous Passion Play. (12)
15. Capital city of Kenya. (7)
16. Tallinn is the capital city of this country. (7)
17. Russia’s infamous ‘Mad Monk’. (8)
 
1       
2        
3        
4         
5          
6        
7      
8          
9          

10         
11           
12       
13            
14            
15       
16       
17        

 
 

PUZZLES

R N N

I G E

E S E

WORD GRID
Using the central letter ‘G’ every time, make as many 
words as you can from the letters in the grid.
1. No square’s letter can be used more than once 

per word.
2. Singulars and plurals (achieved by just adding S) 

count as one word.
3. No proper nouns can be used.
4. Different forms of a word can be used where the 

singular and plural have different meanings – e.g. 
FAT (as in ‘stout’) and FATS (as in ‘a class of 
foods’.)

We found:
• 2 x 3 letters
• 4 x 4
• 10 x 5
• 8 x 6
• 1 x 7
• 3 x 8 
• 1 x 9

See if you can do better!

Solution to word puzzles will appear in Spring 2016 issue of ‘Siochain’.

SUDOKU
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Reg. Number Status Name Station

00439A Garda Louise Doyle Terenure Station
24158L Garda Michael Collins Togher, Station
22329H Garda Mortimer Flaherty Shannon
23614D D/Sergeant Cornelius Fitzpatrick Roxboro Road
22936K D/Sergeant Niall J G Lynch Monasterevin
23726D Garda Bartholomew Davoren Loughrea
00241M D/Sergeant Eileen Costello Blackrock
23250E Garda John A Doherty Carrickmacross
23192D Garda Michael G Heffernan Ballyfermot
20314K Garda Leon J Kenny Athy
22781A Garda Daniel W O Connor 13/14 Burgh Quay
20799C Garda Michael G Brennan Drogheda
20842F Garda Michael G O Boyce Burnfoot
22075B Sergeant Malachy W  Crowley Greystones
20725L Chief Supt James G Sheridan Monaghan
00397B Garda Nora Meaney New Ross
24427K Garda Peter Donohue Traffic Dept
23125H Sergeant Michael Byrne Garda College
24173C Sergeant Paul O’Halon Hackballscross
24204G Sergeant Paul Lyons Roscrea
24728F Garda John Long Chareville
24274H Garda Kieran O’Gorman Roscrea
20479L Garda Michael Mc Kenny Carrick-on-Shannon
23069C Sergeant Francis Harten Cavan
01042A Garda Laura Carr Salthill
24268C Garda Martin Fox Multyfarnham
21995K Garda Jarlath Burke Gaillimh
24434A Garda James Cleary Command & Control
00210M Garda Catherine Phelan Youghal
00388C Sergeant Eileen Murphy Traffic Dept
21875H Insp Oliver Keegan Ashbourne
22141D Garda Adrian Walsh Coolock
23334L Garda Michael Shea Immigration
20054K Garda Peter Lee Uachtarad
24331M Sergeant Damian Crummey Kells
22867B Garda Martin Crawford F.L.O.

GARDA RETIREMENTS
NAME STATION
Marie B Murphy WEXFORD
Richard Sheehy DUNDALK
Charles Murray DUBLIN SOUTH
T.G. Prendiville CORK WEST
Patrick Conway SLIGO
Patrick Holland LIMERICK COUNTY
Edward Hyland DUBLIN NORTH
John Quinn MULLINGAR
James Parker LONGFORD
Philomena O’Connell DUBLIN WEST
Dympna Lambe BRAY
Anne O’Keefe CORK WEST
John Yorke DROGHEDA
Frank O’Reilly DUBLIN WEST
Ita O’Sullivan NENAGH
James Browne LIMERICK COUNTY
Dermot Sheedy CORK
Conor O’Mahoney CORK
A.T. Naughton CORK
Derek Dillon DUBLIN SOUTH
Edward Whelan MONAGHAN
Patrick Lynch DUBLIN NORTH
Felix Lunny DUBLIN SOUTH
Thomas King ROSCOMMON
Patrick Slattery DUBLIN SOUTH
David Byrne DROGHEDA
Noel Mostyn DUBLIN WEST
John Long CLONMEL
Thomas O’Sullivan DUBLIN NORTH
Colm Church DUBLIN WEST
Mossie O’Donnell TRALEE
Michael McLaughlin DONEGAL SOUTH
Joe Duggan DUBLIN NORTH
Padraig Moloney TEMPLEMORE
John O’Reilly LIMERICK
Martin Magee MEATH
Pat Martin SLIGO
Ronan Galligan DUBLIN NORTH
John Breslin KILDARE NORTH
Paul Hogan KILKENNY
Thomas  Walton PORTLAOISE
Michael Bornon LIMERICK
James Boyle DUN LAOGHAIRE
Frank Downes LIMERICK
Gerard Shortiss CORK
Aidan Donnelly DUBLIN NORTH
John Shanahan DUBLIN NORTH
Richard Kelly DUBLIN SOUTH
Patrick Beirne MULLINGAR
Patrick McGee DUNDALK
Paschal Walsh DUBLIN SOUTH
Maire Anderson DUBLIN SOUTH
Mary Garahan DUBLIN WEST
Celia Butler NENAGH

NEW MEMBERS

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and 
the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps 

members informed of developments 
across the 44 branches. If there are issues 

or items of interest you would like to 
see included in the future, contact the 

General Secretary, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com 
or phone 01-4781525.  
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BULLETIN BOARD 

DECEASED RELATIVES
Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Bryan Keane Williamstown, Kells, 

Co Meath
Brother of Larry Keane Dublin North 25/05/2015

Kathleen Tomas Belderrig, Ballina, 
Mayo

Mother of Michael 
Tomas

Athlone 28/05/2015

William Kerrigan UK/Late of Mallow, 
Co Cork

Brother of Tim Kerrigan Thurles 24/05/2015

Teresa Walsh Elm  Mount Ave, 
Dublin 9

Wife of Jim Walsh
Mother of Shay Walsh
Mother-in-Law of 
Doreen Walsh

Dublin North
Castlebar 
Castlebar

01/06/2015

Una Townsend Ballypierce, Kildavin, 
Co. Carlow

Sister of Liam Doyle Wicklow 18/06/2015

John O’Brien Knocklofty, Clonmel, 
Tipperary

Brother of Tom O’Brien Limerick 09/06/2015

Richard(Dick) Nolan Blackrock, Co Dublin Brother of Liam Nolan Dublin North 01/07/2015
Fr. Paudie Moloughney Kiltegan, Co Wicklow Brother of John K 

Moloughney
Templemore 03/07/2015

Sally Egan Hollywood, Co Wicklow Sister of Tom Connolly Naas 03/07/2015
Margaret Walsh Ballintra, Co Donegal Mother-in-Law of John 

O’Keeffe
Donegal North 01/07/2015

Sarah Hargadon Blackrock, Co Dublin Wife of retired member 
Seamus

Dun Laoghaire 02/04/2015

Lucy McKenna Glasslough, Monaghan Mother of retired Det/C/
Supt Felix McKenna

Dublin South 12/07/2015

Anna Murphy Carraigtwohill, Co Cork Mother of retired Sgt 
Patrick J Murphy

Waterford 15/07/2015

Delia Murphy Claremorris, Co. Mayo Mother of Retired/
Garda Gerry Murphy

Sligo 24/07/2015

Sarah Noonan Foynes, Co. Limerick Mother of John Noonan Cork City 08/08/2015
Padraic Moynihan Ballaghaderreen, 

Co. Roscommon 
Brother of Philip 
Moynihan
Brother in law of Tom 
Quinn

Bray 

Sligo

12/08/2015

Fionnula Thornton Letterkenny, Donegal Wife of PJ Thornton Donegal North 29/08/2015
Jimmy O’Neill Athlone, Westmeath Father in law of Patrick 

Connolly
Mullingar 01/09/2015

Patrick Fallon Cregganbell, Roscrea Father of Declan Fallon Dublin North 03/09/2015
Tony Barden Ballygunner, Waterford Son in law of John 

McCarthy
Wexford 04/09/2015

Michael Dolan Monivea, Galway Father of Eamon Dolan Dublin South 12/09/2015
Maureen Dehenny Castle Avenue, 

Carrigtwohill
Wife of John Dehenny Cork 16/09/2015

Ann McIntyre Bailieboro, Co Cavan Wife of Pat McIntyre Cavan 15/09/2015
Philomena Leen Killarney, Co Kerry Sister of John Leen Killarney 24/09/2015
Mollie Mulligan Cloonagh Dring, 

Co. Longford
Mother of Barry 
Mulligan
Mother of Marcus 
Mulligan

Donegal North 

Sligo

21/09/2015

Tim Cronin Ballincollig, Co Cork Brother of Gerry Cronin Killarney 27/09/2015
Mary Dubach (Née Dillon) Lucerne, Switzerland Sister of Joe Dillon Cork 14/07/2015
Maureen Dennehy Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork Wife of John Dennehy Cork 16/09/2015
Jimmy Quinn Shankill, Co. Dublin Father of Tony Quinn Mullingar 30/09/2015
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Forename Surname Branch REG Date of Death
Bill Bergin Offaly 12697G 01/08/2015
John Holland Dun Laoghaire 1823132 22/08/2015
Timothy Cronin Waterford 17732F 30/08/2015
Peter Kelly Mullingar 09332G 01/09/2015
Denis Hurley Limerick 10330F 10/09/2015
Francis J Joy Cork 14307C 16/09/2015
Ray McEneaney Dublin South 15152A 18/09/2015
James McPartlan Dublin North 12952F 23/09/2015
Brendan McNulty Ballina 21054D 24/09/2015
Colm Cullen Naas 19170A 01/10/2015
Matthias Kerins Fermoy 9173 13/10/2015
Eric O’Shaughnessy Bray 13508K 17/10/2015
John V O Meara Killaloe 11412 19/10/2015
Thomas J Ainsworth Dun Laoghaire 09739L 05/11/2015

DECEASED MEMBERS

Forename Surname Address Relationship Date of Death
Winifred Shiels Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Widow and member 21/04/2015
Mary Boyle Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Widow and member 15/06/2015

DECEASED WIDOWS

BULLETIN BOARD 

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Bryan Keane Williamstown, Kells, 

Co Meath
Brother of Larry Keane Dublin North 25/05/2015

Pakie Mc Carron Buncrana, Co. Donegal Brother of Neil Mc 
Carron

Ballina 24/09/2015

Matt Bohan Glasnevin, Dublin 11 Brother of Michael 
Bohan

Dublin North 01/10/2015

Jerry O’Mahoney Innisshannon, Co Cork Brother of Denis 
O’Mahoney

Cork 02/10/2015

Mary Ryan (Nee Mulqueen) Milestone, 
Co Tipperary

Sister of Gerry 
Mulqueen

Clare 06/10/2015

Ita McCarthy Newcastle West, 
Limerick

Mother of Eileen 
McCarthy

Limerick City 08/10/2015

Kathleen Peelo Crumlin, Dublin South Mother of Martin Peelo Dublin South 09/10/2015
Elizabeth Collins Turners Cross, Cork Mother of Diarmuid 

Collins
Galway 10/10/2015

Christina Doyle (Nee Marks) Crumlin, Dublin South Mother of Donal Doyle Meath 15/10/2015
Jimmy Johnson Kilmore East, 

Cloghane, Kerry
Brother of Johnny and 
Michael Johnson

Kildare,North, 
Dundalk

20/10/2015

Mary Coyle Naas, Kildare Sister of Tony Ruane Dublin North 24/10/2015
Michael Kitson Derry Son of William Kitson Donegal North 15/10/2015
Imelda Lambert Rathfarnham, Dublin Mother in law of John 

Gantly
Mullingar 30/10/2015

Patrick Morrissey CastleRoberts, 
Patrickswell

Brother of John 
Morrissey

Cork City 03/11/2015

William Walsh Portumna, Galway Father or Patrick Walsh Roscommon 05/11/2015
Averil Fahy College Green,Clare Daughter of Jim Fahy Clare 08/11/2015
Laurence Collins Kilkee,Clare Brother of John Collins Dublin North 10/11/2015
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NOTICEBOARD 

VIDEO ‘TROM AGUS 
EADROM’ PROGRAMME 
(DECEMBER 1980)
In 1980, when my father Michael 
Enright was an Assistant Commissioner, 
he took part in an RTE television 
programme ‘Trom agus Eadrom’. 
This was recorded in the then Garda 
Training Centre in Templemore, and 
was televised on 11 December 1980. 
     My father died in March 2014, and 
our family would love to have a copy of 
this programme. If anyone has a copy, I 
would appreciate if they contacted me 
directly.

Yours sincerely,
John Enright
Mobile: 086-8393362.
E-mail:  johngenright@eircom.net

ACCOMMODATION 
REQUIRED – DUBLIN AREA
A retired member seeks accommodation 
three to four nights per week in Dublin 
area. No meals required. Contact:
 087-2745339.

GSRMA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 2016
Kilkenny: Friday 29 January 2016 @ 8pm  Clubhouse Hotel
Tralee:  Monday 1 February 2016 @ 8pm  Meadowlands Hotel
Killarney: Tuesday 2 February 2016 @ 7.30pm  Killarney Oaks Hotel
Mallow:  Wednesday 3 February 2016 @ 3pm  O’Keeffe’s Back Bar 
Cork City: Wednesday 3 February 2016 @ 8pm  Rochestown Park Hotel
Limerick City: Thursday 4 February 2016 @ 8pm  Strand Hotel
Sligo:  Thursday 4 February 2016 @ 8pm  Embassy Rooms
Limerick Co: Friday 5 February 2016 @ 11am  Rathkeale House Hotel
Athlone:  Monday 8 February 2016 @ 12 noon  Shamrock Lodge Hotel
Wicklow: Tuesday 9 February 2016 @ 3pm  Wicklow Golf Club
Kildare North: Tuesday 9 February 2016 @ 8pm  Glenroyal Hotel
Clare:  Thursday 11 February 2016 @ 6pm  TempleGate Hotel
Naas:  Monday 15 February 2016 @ 7.30pm  Toughers Newhall, Naas
Wexford: Tuesday 16 February 2016 @ 8pm  Riverside Park Hotel, 
       Enniscorthy
Dublin West: Wednesday 17 February 2016 @ 8pm  Westmanstown
Longford: Thursday 18 February 2015 @ 8pm  John Brown’s Pub,   
        Longford
Galway:  Saturday 20 February 2016 @ 7pm  Salthill Hotel
Tuam:  Monday 22 February 2016 @ 11am  Ard Rí Hotel
Nenagh:  Monday 22 February 2016 @ 8pm  Abbey Court Hotel
Dublin North: Tuesday 23 February 2016 @ 11am  Skylon Hotel
Dundalk: Tuesday 23 February 2016 @ 8pm   Kennedy’s, Carrick Road
Fermoy:  Wednesday 24 February 2016 @ 11am Grand Hotel, Fermoy.
Monaghan: Wednesday 24 February 2016 @ 3pm  IONTAC Centre
Portlaoise: Wednesday 24 February 2016 @ 8pm  Garda Station
Cork West:           Wednesday 24 February 2016 @ 8pm  Parkway Hotel, Dunmanway.
Cavan:  Wednesday 24 February 2016 @ 8pm  Farnham Arms, Cavan
Dublin South: Thursday 25 February 2016 @ 11am  Spawell Complex
Thurles:  Thursday 25 February 2016 @ 8pm  St Vincent De Paul Centre
Clonmel: Saturday 27 February 2016 @ 3pm  Hearn’s Hotel
Dun Laoghaire: Tuesday 1 March 2016 @ 11am  Baker’s Corner
Mullingar: Tuesday 1 March 2016 @ 11am  Annebrook House Hotel
Bray:  Tuesday 1 March 2016 @ 3.30pm  Strand Hotel
Drogheda: Wednesday 2 March 2016 @ 11am  Barbican Theatre
Offaly:  Wednesday 2 March 2016 @ 8pm  Tullamore Garda Station
Roscommon: Thursday 3 March 2016 @ 11am  Hannon’s Hotel
Carlow:  Tuesday 8 March 2016 @ 7pm  Garda Station
Dungarvan: Wednesday 9 March 2016 @11.30am Park Hotel
Waterford: Wednesday 9 March 2016 @ 8pm  Garda Station
Meath:  Wednesday 10. March 2016 @ 7pm  Dalgan Park, Navan
Donegal North: Monday 14 March 2016 @ 7.30pm  Arena 7, Letterkenny
Donegal South: Tuesday 15 March 2016 @ 8pm  Abbey Hotel, Donegal
Templemore: Friday 18 March 2016 @ 8pm  Templemore Arms Hotel.
Ballina:  Monday 21 March 2016 @ 8pm  Courthouse Hotel
Castlebar: Tuesday 22 March 2016 @ 8pm   Welcome Inn Hotel

GSRMA SOCIAL CLUB 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The 29th annual Christmas Lunch & 
Social will take place at the Jackson 
Court Hotel (Copper Face Jacks), 29-
30 Harcourt St., Dublin 2, on Friday 8 
January, 2016. 
     The lunch starts at 3pm with the 
social to follow. Tickets cost €30 and 
further details are available from 
Gerry Lovett, Honorary Secretary 
on 087-8133743 or Helen Coakley, 
Chairperson, on 053-9486829. 
     On the second Thursday of each 
month the GSRMA Social Club hold 
a monthly coffee morning @ 11am. 
And at this venue there will also be a 
special welcome for retired members 
and spouses.

MAY (B) CLASS 1958
If you were a member of the ‘May B Class’ of 1958, do you have a class 
photograph to share? If so, then please contact Paschal Feeney, GSRMA 
General Secretary, by email gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 
01-4781525.
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EVERY YEAR FLU
CAUSES SEVERE
ILLNESS AND DEATH.
IF YOU
ARE:

For more information, talk to your GP or Pharmacist
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Over 65 Have a long-
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Pregnant A health care

worker

GET YOUR FLU VACCINE NOW.

IT’S A LIFESAVER
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Toying with getting a car?
For a no frills, no fee loan at a great rate of 4.9% (5.0% APR*)

talk to us at St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union
Tel: 021 4313355 Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie Web: www.stpaulscu.ie

Plus up to €400 Cashback to members when purchasing new Ford or Hyundai.

Loans are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

*For a 5 year car loan at 5.0% APR variable interest rate the weekly repayments would be:

Amount Weekly Repayment Total Repayment Total Interest

€5,000 €21.68 €5,637.55 €637.55

€10,000 €43.37 €11,275.11 €1,275.11

€15,000 €65.05 €16,912.66 €1,912.66

€20,000 €86.73 €22,550.22 €2,550.22

St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Limited

Tel: 021 4313355 
Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie

Web: www.stpaulscu.ie
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