
EDITORIAL

With ‘Síocháin’ going to press in mid-June, we did not 
have the exact details beforehand in how the recent 

‘Pay Deal’ would impact on our pension restoration aim.  
     The much anticipated Spring Statement was launched 
on a typical April day. Typical in that the day had all four 
seasons one, as is the custom for many April days in 
Ireland. 
     The PR spin by Government was out ahead of the 
formal release with the expectations that much would 
be delivered on the basis of increased revenue Exchequer 
returns for the year end 2014 and for the first quarter of 
2015.
     However, after the launch, the Government immediately 
cautioned that there would have to be a gradual and 
measured roll-out of pay restoration to ‘workers’ in the 
public sector. 
     We waited and waited to see what words of optimism 
public sector retirees could expect and there was silence. 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan 
Howlin, dodged the question a few times when asked 
what of public sector pension restoration. 
     His response to all of those questions was, the financial 
emergency was still in place, but then came the crunch 
“Government as aware the time was approaching when 
some sectors would go to the courts, and have the 
emergency declared at an end”.  
     This is what government were aiming to avoid. We in 
the GSRMA had anticipated this. 
     The Alliance of Retired Public Servants had a series of 
meetings with Minister Howlin, and the soundings were 
positive. Talks on public sector restoration moved at a 
pace and a deal has been reached, in respect of serving or 
current employees in the public sector. No such deal or at 
least no exact detail in relation to pension restoration is to 
hand as yet. 

     The Alliance of Retired Public Servants delegation met 
with officials in the days immediately after the deal was 
announced, and what Minister Howlin now states: “it is my 
intention as a matter of priority to move towards reducing 
the burden of the public service pension reduction, with 
the initial focus on the people in receipt of low pensions, at 
the earliest date economic progress permits”. 
     He said he would envisage that developments in that 
regard would be subject of ongoing bilateral discussions 
between his department and the Alliance. The Minister 
nor his Department have spelled out the timeframe for 
any move to restore pension rates nor did it define what 
constitutes “low pensions”.
     In the past when parity was in full play we could 
anticipate with a degree of certainty what we would get. 
But we’re in a different situation here and uncertainty is 
to the fore. What method is to be used to deliver on this 
‘deal’? It is widely anticipated that these new arrangements 
will mean increasing threshold bands to produce a 
maximum partial restotation of about €900 over the two-
year period or €450 per year. 
     From talks it is clear the plan is to deliver to every 
pensioner, but not every pensioner pays full PSPR. The 
carrot now introduced is that USC is likewise to be reduced 
in the next Budget. In my view this is not enough on the 
pension restoration front, it is simply tinkering around with 
the maths – give a little here – take more there.
     We were never part of this deal in the first place, 
be it at Croke Park or Haddington Road. So, I call on 
Government to do the right thing and restore public sector 
pensions in full, with effect from January 2016. 
     Do not give up the fight – continue to lobby – our 
objective is still the same: Restoration in FULL!

GSRMA Editorial Board

FULL RESTORATION 
OF PUBLIC SECTOR 
PENSIONS NOW!

The GSRMA was never part of this pay talks 
deal in the first place, be it at Croke Park 
or Haddington Road, according to General 
Secretary Paschal Feeney who is now calling on 
the Government to restore public sector pensions 
in full, with effect from January 2016.
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YOU CAN ALSO FOLLOW US ON 
Facebook www.facebook.com/GardaRetired 

Twitter www.twitter.com/GardaRetired 

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and 
the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps 

members informed of developments across 
the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of 
interest you would like to see included in the 

future, contact the General Secretary, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com 
or phone 01-4781525.  



CASTLEBAR BRANCH
Congratulations to Bertie Davoren (14320M), 
Chairman of the Castlebar Branch, on winning 
€10,000 in the RTE ‘Crack-the-Code’ Viewers’ 
Game. 
    A native of Eyrecourt near Ballinsloe, Bertie 
served as Sergeant in Castlebar for many years. 
Married to Maureen the couple celebrated their 
54th wedding anniversary with their seven children: 
Gerard, Bertie, Mary, Declan, Regina, Damien and 
Adrian. 
    Three of their family are associated with the force. 
Gerard is a Detective Garda at Garda Headquarters, 
Bertie (Junior) a Garda in Loughrea, while Declan is 
employed with Garda Pulse Unit in Castlebar.

On Wednesday 24 June, Kavanagh Coach Tours 
conveyed 49 members from the branch for a four-
day tour of Northern Ireland; en route the group 
stopped in Drogheda to visit the relics of St Oliver 
Plunkett at St Peter’s Church. The four-day tour 
included a day-long tour of Belfast and a day 
travelling along the beautiful Antrim Coast.

Meanwhile, a number of long-serving members were 
presented with GSRMA Certificates at Rochestown 
Park Hotel on Thursday, 14 May. Photographs can 
be viewed on the website, while a report will appear 
in the next issue of Síocháin (Autumn 2015).
Congratulations to Retired Detective Garda Jim 
Nyhan on winning a Ford Mondeo in St Paul’s Draw.

CORK CITy BRANCH

Our first trip this year was to Kilkenny’s 
Marble City during the beautiful weather 
in late April. McCarthy’s Bandon luxury 
coach got us there in perfect comfort. The 
Rivercourt Hotel included a guided tour of the 
castle and some availed of the city walking 
tour. The ‘Black Abbey’ church was amazing.
    Carlow, a county not often visited, received 
our attention the next day. Altomont Gardens 
(OPW) and walks on the banks of the Slaney 
appealed to all. Lunch at the ‘Forge‘ nearby 
was a lovely treat and then on to Carlow 
town. There some people visited the County 
Council museum, home of a priceless hand 
carved, wooden pulpit (interesting history) 
while others checked out the boutiques!
    We returned via Castlecomer in time for 
a evening rest or tour of the Smithwicks 
Brewery. There the tasting went down well. Our 
evening entertainment is improving on each trip, with 
participation and variety increasing. Fellow USA guests 
at the hotel were most appreciative and full of praise. 
    On our home journey we visited Bennettsbridge 
Mosses Pottery, again finding hidden talent and 
Sean Lawlor’s Noreview Park and museum of 12,000 

artefacts from times past. All personally gathered by 
Sean.
    County Carlow’s fabulous Arboretum near 
Leighinbridge was the perfect location for food, flowers 
and fashion before we headed south towards Waterford 
and onto The Rising Tide restaurant Glounthane for our 
last supper. Our PRO John Mullins conducted ‘Happy 
are we all together’ ending our tour on a high note.

CORK WEST BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Bertie Davoren (centre) scooped €10,000 on 
RTE’s ‘Crack-The-Code’ game show on 2 May.

4  Síocháin 



LEGACy OF O’DONOVAN ROSSA LIVES ON
The former Chairman for Cork West GSRMA, Mick O’Sullivan, played a 
pivotal role in the recovery of the steel casket used to transport the remains 
of the famous Fenian Leader, Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa to Ireland in 1915. 
    While stationed in Cobh 55 years ago, Mick became aware the casket was 
lying in a farm-shed and made arrangement to have it returned to relatives 
of the O’Donnovan Rosa family in Reenascreena near Roscarbery. The 
casket is currently under restoration and will be placed in a museum. Further 
updates will be published in the autumn issue.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH
Geoge Oliver (13712), was recently reminiscing about his classmates of November 
1958. He has fond memories of Kerry native Garda Tom O’Sullivan (13711) who went 
on to serve at Sundrive Road and Rathmines. 
    After a few years Tom resigned from An Garda Síochána to join the Bermuda Police 
force. In 1964, he was a member of the Bermuda Police Rugby team that won the 
Nicholl Shield.  
    Tom died a few years ago. The photo here of him may help to rekindle memories 
with colleagues who may have met Tom on one of his visits to Ireland.

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH
Congratulations to retired Sgt Paddy Farrell (10304G), 
Dublin West, who recently launched a book of beautiful 
poems entitled ‘Reasons to Rhyme’. Born close 
to Ledwidge country in Co. Meath in 1929, Paddy 
developed a great affinity with nature and changing 
seasons which inspired much of his poetry. 
    Some of his poems were featured in Síocháin over the 
years. The proceeds from his book will be donated to St 
Francis Hospice, Blanchardstown. If you are interested in 
a copy of the book, contact 086-3369738.

KILLARNEy BRANCH
Thanks to the support from GSRMA Central 
Committee, the Killarney Branch organised 
its second annual walking-trek to Clara 
Mountain top near Millstreet on Friday, 15 
May. A group of ten from Cork and Kerry set 
off at 12.30 pm and completed the walk in 
three and a half hours. 
    What a wonderful experience, the 
sensation of fresh air, coupled with bodily 
relaxation and a sense of getting away from 
it all.  Jack McGrath and Pat Lehane guided 
the troops along the right paths. You are 
welcome to join us on our next walking trek.

Pictured here is the walking-trek group on Clara 
Mountain.
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NAAS BRANCH
The Naas Branch held its AGM in February 
and was pleased with the good attendance, 

which included guest-speaker Paschal 
Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary. 

A new committee was elected with the 
appointment of Marie Roche, Chairperson, 
Mick Quinn, Secretary, and Pat Kavanagh, 

Treasurer. The branch had a very 
successful season of bowling at the K-Bowl, 

Newbridge.  
The branch hopes to resume bowling in 

early September. Several coffee mornings 
were well attended during the spring 

and these will also resume this autumn. 
For further details contact Mick Quinn, 

secretary, on 086-2329910.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

GARDA SAILING CLUB
The club was established in 1993 with the objective to 
promote sailing in An Garda Síochána.  It purchased a 
30-foot sloop boat ‘In a Rush’ that gave members access 
to the sport. An active committee helped to build up the 
membership and after two years the club was able to split 
into the East Coast and the South Coast. 
    The members in Cork purchased a 27-foot boar ‘Ajay”. 
Since those early days the club has progressed and today 
the East Coast has two vessels while the South Coast has a 
39-foot Beneteau, Explorer. 
    These vessels are skippered by qualified club members. 
The club’s objectives are to make sailing available to the 
members and to train sailors in the various sailing skills.  
Already the club has many GSRMA members. The beauty 
of this sport is that it is available to all age groups. 
    If you are interested in joining the Garda Sailing Club, 
contact Ken O’Loughlin, Secretary, on 086-8149838.

Pictured at the Cliffs of Moher were (l-r): Jim Foley, Mick Coote, John Murrihy, 
Donie Morgan, John Fitzgerald, Con Sullivan (RIP), Bill Corcoran, Brendan 
McCarthy and Moss Twomey. (Photo courtesy of Mick Coote, Tralee Branch)

TRALEE BRANCH
In October 2014, nine members from Tralee 
set off on a bus trip to the Banner County. 
The journey involved a crossing on the 
Tarbert Ferry before moving on for morning 
coffee in Lahinch and a walk on the beach.
    From there, they visited the Cliffs of 
Moher and the nearby Visitors’ Centre. At 
the Cliffs a group photograph was taken to 
remind us of the beautiful east coast. From 
there they moved onwards to Doolin for 
lunch before making their journey through 
the Burren and onto the Old Ground Hotel 
in Ennis for afternoon tea.  
    With still room for a drink and a supper 
they stopped in Adare to finish off a 
wonderful trip.

GARDA RETIRED WEBSITE
The website was launched in June 2011. After four years, 
2,200 members have registered for a username and 
password that gives them access to the Members, Area 
of the site. From here they can download back issues of 
Síocháin magazine, find details of branch secretaries, and 
read all news items.
    The website is admired by many organisations who 
provide us with ‘sponsored-post news blogs’ to upload 
on the site. These generally come from individuals and 
companies who are anxious to advertise vacant positions 
suitable for retired members or hotels offering special 
discounts.
    The updated site includes current news items of interest 
to the Garda Retired sector. Check it out for yourself, visit 
www.gardaretired.com 
Congratulations to Kevin Ginty, Sligo, the website winner of 
€50 in the summer draw.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

GSRMA SUMMER CASH DRAW WINNERS
The Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
congratulates the following five GSRMA members on winning 
€1,000 in the GSRMA Summer Cash Draw.  The next draw will 
be held at Christmas.  

This is one of the benefits of joining the association.
1. Cornelius K. Sullivan, Oakpark, Tralee. Co. Kerry.
2. Thomas A. Cunningham, Williamstown, Co. Galway.
3. Noel B. Geary, Kingscourt, Naas, Co. Kildare.
4. Edward Murray, Foxfield Grove, Raheny, Dublin.
5. Michael J. Flanagan, Dunmahon, Dundalk, Co. Louth.

GSRMA HOME & CAR INSURANCE 
SCHEME
Halligan 
Insurances, 
16-17 Lower 
O’ Connell 
Street, Dublin 
1 (Tel: 01-
8797100), 
continues 
to provide a 
special discount 
to all GSRMA 
members and their families on home and 
car insurance policies. 
    Halligan Insurances offers a personal 
service and professional insurance advice 
to all GSRMA members, and its portal 
on www.gardaretired.com will provide 
GSRMA members with an instant no-
obligation home insurance quotation.

SHORT STORy COMPETITION
The Editorial Board is always 
interested in receiving entries 
for a short story competition 
with a prize of €50 in each 
issue. Entries should be 
submitted to: The Editor, 
Síocháin, GSRMA House, No. 5 
Harrington Street, Dublin 8. All 
entries must meet the following 
criteria:
• Articles: Ideally, we would 
appreciate if the article was 
typed and submitted by e-mail or post. A maximum 1,800 word 
count applies to allow for photos to enhance the story. Articles 
of interest to readers of Síocháin could include sport, hobbies, 
athletics, gardening, etc. 
• Photographs: Email images (preferably in jpeg format) to 
gensec@gardaretired.com. Do not write on the back of the 
original photo, but attach a separate note and list the people in 
order of left to right.

JOB LIAISON 
CONSULTANT
Bryan Hoey, GSRMA 
Job Liaison Consultant, 
attends at GSRMA House, 
5 Harrington Street, Dublin 
8, on the last Thursday of 
each month from 10.30 am.  
    He is available to assist 
GSRMA members with 
the preparation of CV 
presentations and interview 
skill technique for post-
service employment. If you wish to bring your own CV, Bryan 
will be happy to assist you. You can contact him directly 01-
8337331 or 085-1091644. 
    If you wish to reserve an appointment to meet Bryan 
Hoey, contact GSRMA House at 01-4781525 or email 
gardaretired@eircom.net in advance.

THREE MOBILE PHONE OFFER
So far over 400 have availed of an 
exclusive ‘Three’ mobile deal for both 
GSRMA and family members. This special 
‘Three’ mobile deal has two tariff options 
– Talk and Text – with a monthly cost of 
€16.61 including VAT. 

It includes the following:
All national landline calls.• 
All Northern Ireland landline calls • 
dialling the prefix 048.
All national Republic of Ireland mobile • 
network calls.
All ROI SMS texts to all national • 
Republic of Ireland mobile networks.

The Smarthphone option (monthly cost 
of €28.91, including VAT) as follows:

All national calls.• 
All Northern Ireland landline call • 
dialling the prefix 048.
All national Republic of Ireland mobile • 
network calls.
All ROI SMS texts to all national • 
Republic of Ireland mobile networks
One GB of data.• 

To avail, visit www.gardaretired.com find 
the ‘Three’ Blog and click on the link for 
‘Three’ phone offer. 
N.B. The type of smartphone on offer is 
subject to change, but the current model 
can be viewed at www.gardaretired.com
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IN-HOUSE REPORT

WHAT’S THE DEAL 
WITH NEW PENSION 
PLANS?

The GSRMA and the Alliance of Retired 
Public Servants await with interest any 
revised pension arrangements on foot 
of a new Pay Deal, according to general 
secretary Paschal Feeney. He also looks 
at changes to the remit of the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission 
under amended legislation, new licensing 
regulations for private investigators, and 
latest developments on a new policing 
authority.

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
Ibec, the group representing Irish business, has issued an 
economic forecast statement to coincide with the release by 
the Government of their spring statement. 
     Ibec predicts that the Irish economy will continue to 
perform well and, in fact, outperform the rest of Europe and 
grow by an impressive 5.4 per cent during 2015.
     It outlines that in the first quarter of 2015, Economic 
Outlook has performed well, due to a combination of factors; 
namely favourable exchange rates, quantitative easing and 
lower oil prices. 
     It also predicts unemployment will drop to below nine per 
cent this year. Ibec then warns that despite all this positivity, 
the government still has limited room for fiscal manoeuver. It 
goes on to say, we should focus on and prioritise cuts to the 
marginal tax rate for all workers and ambitious investment in 
capital projects, education and innovation.
     On the vexed question of ‘pay’, Ibec states: ‘economic 
growth will in time translate into pay increases across the 
economy, but different sectors and companies are recovering 
at different rates. Two-thirds of domestic services companies 
and half of traditional manufacturing companies are unable 
to afford pay increases this year. 
     ‘Public sector pay cuts are likely to be reviewed over 
the coming years, but productivity improvements must be 
maintained and pay levels should not be allowed to drift 
way off line with competitive economies again. Public sector 

pension reform is urgently required and it must be part of any 
review of public sector remuneration’.
     The Ibec statement goes on to address other issues in 
depth, but I think it is significant that they should choose to 
come out in advance of the Government Spring Statement 
and give such a positive growth prediction, and then 
immediately caution in terms of public sector pay and more 
importantly for us for seeking pension reform.

Ibec’s priorities for 2015:
Reduce punitive marginal tax rate:                                                                                                                 •	
Stop penalising entrepreneurs:                                                                                                                              •	
Ramp up capital investment:                                                                                                                               •	
Prioritise education and research ;                                                                                                                  •	
Review public sector pay, but do it sensibly.    •	

Even adding the words “but do it sensibly”, in my view sums 
up the whole ethos of Ibec, no sense of fairness in terms 
of the huge sacrifices we as retirees in particular, within the 
public sector have made, on the path to this remarkably 
economic recovery. 
     If anything we need to refocus and not be deflected in our 
aim and primary objective to have our full pension restored. 
It suits the Government to have Ibec caution in this regard.  
GSRMA together with the Alliance of Retired Public Servants 
are continuing to strive to achieve just this. We will keep you 
updated as developments unfold. 
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     All of this comment by Ibec at a time when a new Pay 
Deal is almost in place for serving and retired people from 
within the public service, which is in my view not warranted 
or indeed helpful to our cause. 
     As I go to print no detail has, as yet, been published in 
relation to new pension arrangement on foot of the new Pay 
Deal with serving colleagues. We wait with interest.

GARDA SÍOCHÁNA OMBUDSMAN COMMISSION
The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) was 
established in 2007, under the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 
     The Garda Síochána (Amendment) Act 2015 came into 
effect on 27 April 2015 and provides for some changes to the 
remit of GSOC. The main function of GSOC are as follows:

To deal with complaints from the public concerning •	
conduct of Gardaí;                                                                      
To report the results of its investigations to the Garda •	
Commissioner and, if appropriate, to the DPP; 
To conduct other investigations of matters concerning •	
the conduct of Gardaí, and                                               
To examine practices, policies and procedures of the •	
Gardaí. 

In the amending legislation the main changes are as follows:
Investigative Powers: The 2015 Act also amends the 
Interception of Postal Packets and Telecommunications 
Messages (Regulations) Act 1993 and the Criminal Justice 
(Surveillance) Act 2009 to allow GSOC to exercise certain 
additional police powers.  
     This means that GSOC investigating officers will have 
similar powers to Gardaí in relation to: 

Intercepting communications for the purpose of a •	

criminal investigation.
Carrying out surveillance in connection with a criminal •	
investigation into an arrestable offence.

Time Limits: The general time limit for making a complaint 
to GSOC is extended from six months to a year.  GSOC has 
the power to extend the time limit further if it considers that 
there are good reasons to do so.

Referrals to GSOC: The amended Act provides that the 
Minister for Justice and Equality may refer a matter to GSOC 
for investigation even if the identity of the Garda involved 
is not known at the time of the investigation or where the 
investigation may also involve a person who is not a Garda.

Garda Commissioner: This Act brings the Garda 
Commissioner within the scope of GSOC investigations. 
 It also provides that there is a statutory duty on the Garda 
Commissioner to ensure that information is provided to GSOC 
for the purposes of an investigation as soon as practicable.

Own Initiative: GSOC may carry out an examination, 
on its own initiative of practices, policies or procedures 
of An Garda Síochána for the purpose of preventing or 
reducing complaints.  At present they can only do so when 
requested by the Minister for Justice and Equality. For further 
information visit www.gardaombudsman.ie
     I bring you this detail in the light of the despicable 
manner in which GSOC has not alone conducted its 
initial investigation of the late Sgt Michael Galvin but 
their subsequent attempts to hide behind the facade of 
responsibility, and their attempts to shift that responsibility on 
to the office of the DPP. 
     For all too long GSOC has been critical of An Garda 
Síochána and the manner in which it has conducted 
investigations, but it is not now willing to accept blame in this 
whole sorry situation. 
     We have heard almost continually from GSOC of guards 
investigating guards, but when it comes to their own front 

IN-HOUSE REPORT
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door they have no difficulty with GSOC investigating GSOC. 
GSRMA fully supports the call by AGSI for the establishment 
of a Commission of Inquiry into this investigation.
     If it subsequently transpires that people within GSOC 
were to blame in any respect then in light of all recent 
developments then those identified surely have to consider 
their positions. 
     Are we heading down the road that the rules of 
engagement GSOC apply to members of An Garda Siochana 
don’t apply to them, when they have found to be at fault?  
Surely not! We in GSRMA extend our deepest sympathy to 
Michael’s wife Collette and their three children.

REGULATIONS FOR PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS
With effect from 1 November 2015, contractors providing 
security services as a private investigator will require a license 
from the Private Security Authority (PSA). The extension of 
licensing to private investigators is a major milestone for the 
PSA, an independent statutory body under the aegis of the 
Department of Justice and Equality with responsibility for 
licensing and regulating the private security industry.
     The Authority has, to date, licensed contractors in the 
cash-in-transit, event security, and door supervisor, security 
guarding, installer of security equipment and alarm and CCTV 
monitoring sectors.
     On announcing the Licensing Regulations for Private 
Investigators, which were signed recently, Minister Fitzgerald 
said: “The licensing of private investigators follows two 
years of development work by the Private Security Authority, 
including consultation with the industry. During that 
period, a number of successful prosecutions against Private 
Investigators have been achieved by the Office of the Data 
Protection Commissioner following investigation into the 
activities of private investigators. 
     “Some of the more undesirable activities and practices of 
the sector have been highlighted by these investigations and 
the need for regulation is evident. I am confident that the 
introduction of these Regulations will raise standards in the 
sector.”
     The Minister, together with the Chairman of the PSA 
Board and the Chief Executive of the PSA, recently co-signed 
the necessary Regulation to introduce licensing of private 
investigators (i.e. S.I. No.195 of 2015). The Minister also 
signed the necessary Commencement Order (S.I. No. 194 
of 2015), which means that it will be an offence for any 
contractor to offer a service as a private investigator without 
a licence after 1 November 2015. 
     In addition, only those licensed by the PSA will be able 
to advertise or represent themselves as a Licensed Private 
Investigator. It will also be an offence for a person to engage 
or employ an unlicensed Private Investigator. 
     The Authority maintains a register of both contractor and 
individual licence holders on its website, www.psa.gov.ie. 
The registers are a useful tool for business and the public who 
can ensure that their security provider is licensed by checking 
the details on the register.

Application packs and further information will be available 
on the PSA website in the coming weeks. The PSA will start 
accepting applications from 31 August 2015.

HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUALITY 
The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) was 
established on 1 November 2014. The governing legislation is 
the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014. 
     The Irish Human Rights Commission and the Equality 
Authority was abolished and the functions of the two 
organisations are now carried out by IHREC. 
     The Equality Tribunal continues to exist for the present, 
but it will be absorbed into the Workplace Relations 
Commission when the proposed legislation is passed by the 
Oireachtas.
     The members of IHREC are appointed by the President 
on the advice of the Government and after a public selection 
process, the IHREC appoints one of its members to be a 
member of the Management Board of the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights. 
     The Act provides for some changes to the functions of the 
previously existing organisations. It also provides for a positive 
duty on public bodies in relation to human rights and equality. 
For further information visit www.ihrec.ie  

POLICING AUTHORITY
As promised I undertook to keep you informed of 
developments regarding the establishment of a Policing 
Authority. The Department of Justice and Equality has 
published the General Scheme of the Garda Síochána 
(Amendment) Bill to provide for the establishment of a new 
Policing Authority. 
     I shall write further in due course as this develops. In the 
meantime, here’s the link to the Garda Síochána (Policing 
Authority and Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2015 
www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/bills/2015/4715/
b4715s.pdf 

INDEPENDENT REVIEW MECHANISM
The Department of Justice and Equality has established a 
panel of lawyers to examine approximately 300 complaints 
alleging Garda misconduct or problems with investigating 
misconduct.

IN-HOUSE REPORT
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CORRECT YEAR FOR FOOTBALL TEAM PHOTO

Dear Editor,

With reference to Noel Hynes’ photo of ‘Garda 1955 Football Team’ 
in the recent issue, (pictured here) it is, the 1956 team vs St Vincent’s 
in the county semi-final in December 1956. The names missing are 
Terry MacMahon, Johnny Teehan and F. O’Shea. 

The article below, by Mick Dunne in ‘The Irish Press’ the day after 
the match, might suggest that the Gardaí were hard done by. Referees 
in Dublin club games were never too favourable to us. That was the 
end of the great Garda era of the 1940s/50s.

St Vincent’s, the holders, and Erin’s Hope meet in the Dublin Senior 
Football Final at Croke Park on 16 December. They took their tickets 
to the final from yesterday’s double-header semi-final programme, 
watched by 10,516 at Croke Park. St. Vincent’s beat Garda and 
Erin’s Hope conquered Clan na Gael; St Vincent’s 2-4; Garda 0-5.
      St Vincent’s had all the luck in this semi-final, in which they went 
so near to losing the title they have held since 1949. Much nearer 
than the double-scores result suggests. The game was only safely 
theirs after Paddy Haughey’s goal in the 31st minute of the second 
half.  Up to that the luckless Garda could have – in fact, should have 
– dethroned the champions.
      They played stylish football, were the masters in the air and were 
supreme at mid-field.  And they had Paddy Harrington aided by 
Gerry Daly and John Teehan in the half-back line, hitting at Vincent’s 
where it hurt most – on the half forward line. For St Vincent’s, a 
place in another final. For the Gardaí, nothing but distressing, heart-
breaking memories whenever they think about the game.

Heartache No 1: The bad fortune that forced them out on the field 
without regular goalkeeper John Duff and their Railway Cup full-
back Kevin Scally. Between them this pair might have saved Charlie 
Leaney’s goal. Mick Moynihan, from the left corner of the defence, 
sent a Vincent’s clearance way downfield to Haughey, who moved 
out to meet it. 
      Paddy flicked it across to Liam Foley (barely a minute on the 
field as a sub for Paddy Heron) and schoolboy Liam dropped it 
across to his St Joseph’s classmate Leaney. Charlie’s shot across the 
square bounced off the bottom of the up-right on the new stand side 
and into the net beside goalkeeper McMahon’s feet.
      Or the missing men might have prevented Paddy Haughey’s late 
lashing shot travelling untouched into the net. On the other hand, 
they might not, but the doubt only makes the memory all the more 
bitter for the Gardaí.

Heartache No 2: This will be the memory of the Garda goal that 
was – and then wasn’t. It came four minutes after Leaney’s goal 
had snatched away the lead from Gardaí. Mid-fielder Bill Shannon 
lobbed in a high shot. Noel Drumgoole, in the St Vincent’s net 

Letters to the 
                Editor

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

caught but then dropped the ball and the Garda supporters went wild 
as the umpire waved the green flag.
      But then consternation and a consultation around the goal mouth. 
The flags were crossed, the goal disallowed and a free-out awarded 
to St. Vincent’s for “a frontal charge on the goalkeeper.” 
      Referee Joe Power had this to say when asked for an explanation 
afterwards: “When I consulted the umpires they both agreed that the 
ball wasn’t over the line.” With 22 minutes gone Garda had fought 
back and Joe O’Connell’s point levelled the scores.  Olly Freaney 
then sent St Vincent’s ahead again with a point from a free, and 
Marcus Wilson fisted over Norman Allen’s ‘50’ on the 30th minute. 
Paddy Haughey clinched it for the new confident and smoother-
moving Vincent’s team with his goal.

Heartache No 3: This will perhaps hurt Garda the most. Certainly 
their piece of mind will be upset by the memory if 13 wide’s in a 
game that was lost by five points. A game, moreover, in which their 
Bill Shannon and Christy Godkin were always too strong for the 
Vincent’s partnership. Jim Crowley and Marcus Wilson. Crowley 
and Paddy Heron.
      If Garda had won they could have promoted Paddy Harrington 
to the highest rank in the force. His self-assured display of faultless 
fielding, his almost unbeatable defence on the right wing earned him 
rounds of applause.
Next in line was Bill Shannon, who must soon become Mayo’s 
regular mid-fielder, Dan McCaffrey – he had Kevin Heffernan, 
Marcus Wilson and Jim Crowley marking at different times – 
Christy Godkin, Joe O’Connell and Dan Sullivan.
      Jim Crowley was only a shadow of the mid-fielder we knew 
before his injury. But he wasn’t the only Vincent’s man below form. 
In fact, Mick Moylan – a shrewd, safe and dependable defender right 
through – was the only real star on Vincent’s side. Maurice Whelan, 
Nicky Maher and Paddy Haughey did good things too, but not with 
the same frequency or confidence as Moylan. 

A. Donnelly (Dublin North Branch), Griffith Avenue, 
Drumcondra, Dublin 9

Síocháin 17



Letters to the 
                Editor

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

NAME CLARIFICATION FOR ‘UNKNOWN’ PLAYER
Garda Senior Football Team – 1956 Terry MacMahon (10462M) 
originally from Tralee, Co. Kerry, is now a GSRMA member from 
Dublin South Branch. He reminds us that he is one of the unknown 
players in the photo of the Garda Senior Football Team 1955 that 
featured on page 89 of the Spring Síocháin. He is the fifth person 
from the left on back row.

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

Dear Editor,

The photograph in Winter 2014 Síocháin (Volume 43; Page 55) was a 
Sergeants Promotion Course Group May-June 1963. The man stand-
ing in the back row second from left-hand side was my late husband, 
Daniel K. O’ Callaghan (11037).

Thanks for the memories it conjured up of that time and thanks to 
Mary Doherty, Sweden whose husband Pat (RIP) and my husband 
were good friends.

Keep up the good work and again thanks,
Peg O’ Callaghan
Parknamore, Ballincollig, Co. Cork

‘MURDER IN IRISHTOWN’ – WHAT 
HAPPENDED TO CONSTABLE FLOWER?

Dear Editor,

I read an article titled ‘Murder at Irishtown’ written by 
renowned historian the late Kevin P. O’Rourke (Reg. 
No. 8700) in Síocháin 2009 (Volume 38 Issue 4).
      You might wonder why I was reading the 2009 
Síocháin. My husband Edmund Hoare passed away 
on 12 July 2014. I was sorting out paper-work and I 
came across this issue. I find all Síocháin issues very 
interesting re. tax, pensions etc.
      Anyway, back to ‘Murder in Irishtown’. My main 
interest in the story was what happened to Constable 
Henry Flower? The article was well written and 
detailed. Just to give a summary of the story – Con-
stable Henry Flower (DMP), a Protestant, was keeping 
company with a Catholic girl called Bridget Gannon. 
She turned him down on the advice of the local priest, 
and she was later found drowned. 
      Constable Flower was arrested, charged with mur-
der, later acquitted, resigned from the force, left the 
country and was never heard of again. Now that is the 
bit that puzzled me; where did he go and did the media 
not try to find him? As it was such an interesting story, 
did he not have family members who knew where he 
was?  He would need a place to go, money etc.  
      When I read the article I felt sad for Constable 
Flower. His name was later cleared by providence. 
Forty years later there was a deathbed confession by 
an old lady that met Bridget Gannon. Her name was 
Margaret Clowry. She said after Constable Henry 
Flower had left her, she had a quarrel with Bridget, 
pushed her into the river, she drowned and then took 
her cash. 
      Constable Flower probably never knew this as it 
was 40 years later when Margaret confessed. I can-
not understand why she did not confess earlier. How 
she could have it on her conscience all those years. 
Anyway it is not about her; I am just wondering where 
did Constable Flower go, did he ever come back to 
Ireland?

Regards,
Catherine Hoare
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

COMPLIMENTS FOR ‘APPRECIATION TRIBUTE’

Dear Editor,

I had a warm and complimentary phone call from Mrs Nancy O Neill 
who asked me to express her sincere thanks to the Editor and Board 
of Síocháin for the ‘Appreciation Tribute’ which you published on 
page 76 of the Spring edition for her late husband Dan O Neill.
      Nancy received a complimentary copy of our magazine which 
gave her a mixture of joy and deep sadness. She is very complimen-
tary of the varied and interesting contents and the high quality of pro-
duction. It is a comfort to her to know that so many of Dan O Neill’s 
former comrades will be reminded of his laudable qualities.
      I would like to add my compliments and best wishes for your 
continued success.

Sincerely,

Brendon K. Colvert
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
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This year’s Annual Delegate Conference was held for 
the first time in Killarney on 9-10 June, at the stunning 

Malton Hotel. This was our first time of extending 
conference to a two-day event, which allowed for 
delegates to stay over on the first night.
     This year was also somewhat unique in that we held 
two conferences in one.  We had to convene early on the 
first day to debate a Special Motion put down by Wexford 
Branch of GSRMA, which was supported by some 15 
other GSRMA branches. 
     The trust of this special motion was to increase the 
size of the Central Committee from its customary 15 to 17 
members, thereby giving an extra representative to both 
the Leinster and Munster Regions.
     In proposing the motion, Tony Fagan of the Wexford 
Branch outlined the need to increase the Central 
Committee membership from 15 to 17 members. Tony 
broke down the numbers of GSRMA members within 
the four regions, and argued that Leinster was under-
represented in terms of membership of the Central 
Committee. 

     Likewise he again argued that Munster was 
considerably under-represented in membership numbers.  
There was considerable debate on the matter, but in the 
end the special motion was defeated, and so the status 
quo as to representation on the Central Committee 
remains at 15 members. 

MOTIONS CARRIED
Following motions were carried at the Annual 
Delegate Meeting (ADM):

The ADM directs the Central Committee to strive by •	
all possible means, including our participation within 
the Alliance of Retired Public Servants’ Forum, to have 
our pensions restored to the levels enjoyed prior to 
the introduction of Financial Emergency Legislation 
(FEMPI). 

The ADM directs the Central Committee to pursue •	
negotiations with the Department of Finance; 
Department of Justice & Equality and Financial 
Shared Services at Department of Justice & Equality, 

2015 GSRMA CONFERENCE 

GSRMA DELEGATES 
GO THROUGH THE 
MOTIONS IN 
KILLARNEY
Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General 

Secretary, reports from this year’s 

conference in Killarney, Co. Kerry, 

which saw a special motion 

to increase Central Committee 

membership defeated, in addition 

to a number of motions carried, 

remitted or lost. 
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Killarney, to prevent by all possible means, intent by 
the Government, to change the pension payment 
arrangements for all retired members of An Garda 
Síochána and their surviving spouses.

The ADM directs the Central Committee, in •	
conjunction with the Alliance of Retired Public 
Servants and the National Federation of Pensioners’ 
Associations to organise either a march to or mount a 
protest outside Dáil Eireann to further our campaign 
for the full restoration of our Pensions. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to demand 
the reversal of the Universal Social Charge (USC), 
which was brought in as an emergency tax due to the 
downturn in economy.

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to seek 
the full restoration of Tax Relief on Private Health 
Insurance at the level which was allowed up to 2014. 

 
The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to examine 
the feasibility of setting up a peer support system to 
assist other members in time of need.   

The ADM calls on the Central Executive Committee•	  
to have a strategy/policy in place to deal with the 
outcome of Public Commissions, which directly 
impacts on the reputation of the retired members of 
the GSRMA.

The conference directs the Central Executive •	
Committee to agree a protocol with the Garda 
Commissioner for funerals of retired members of An 
Garda Síochána, with this protocol to be enshrined in 
the Garda Code. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee•	  to implement 
a policy to issue the Certificate of Appreciation to 
the spouse/partners of a retired member, who is now 
deceased. The individual must be a member of the 
GSRMA. The service of the spouse/partner should be 
reckonable for the purpose of entitlements.  

The conference looks into •	 the speedy delivery of 
‘Certificates of Service’ to Garda Pensioners and to 
have the matter streamlined. 

The GSRMA, particularly through its members on •	
St Paul‘s Garda Medical Aid Board, to highlight and 
pursue the interests and concern of our members. 

MOTIONS REMITTED
Following motions were remitted at the Annual 
Delegate Meeting (ADM):

The conference probes the feasibility of •	 giving 

Widows/Widowers a reduced rate in the membership 
fee. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to set up a 
Legal Research Fund and draft rules as to how this 
fund should be administered. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to retain 
€100,000 + 1% of Gross Annual Subscriptions in 
reserve for emergency requirements.

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to establish 
a task force that will consult with the branch officers 
for the purpose of striking a true representative rate 
of branch re-imbursement, based on a percentage of 
the association income. 

 
The ADM directs the Central Committee to:•	
Prioritise additional finances to branches1.  for social 
welfare and recreational/sporting activities. 

Provide additional funding2.  to enable a branch which 
has (i) A group of members resident in isolated places 
with long distances to travel to engage in branch 
activities, particularly in the smaller branches; (ii) 
Members who are unable to participate in branch 
activities, to provide alternative means of recognition. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to reduce 
the annual membership subscription from €72 to €48 
for those members who (i) have 30 years in Garda 
Síochána Retired Members’ Association, or (ii) are in a 
nursing home on a permanent basis. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee to •	 examine 
the feasibility to grant an increased imbursement rate 
to branches, with particular emphasis on the needs of 
the smaller branches. 

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to set the 
mileage rate for members attending ADM at 20 cent 
per km effective from ADM 2015. 

 
MOTIONS LOST
Following motions were lost at the Annual Delegate 
Meeting (ADM):

The ADM directs the Central Committee •	 to reimburse 
all branches One Euro (€1) per member per month 
by way of Financial Supplement to their annual 
subvention, payable on a three (3) monthly basis 
commencing 1 October 2015.

The ADM directs the Central Committee to publish •	
the full Annual GSRMA accounts on the GSRMA 
website www.gardaretired.ie and within ‘Síocháin’ 
Magazine.

2015 GSRMA CONFERENCE 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE REPORT

CÉAD MÍLE FÁILTE 
NEW GSRMA PRESIDENT 

Matt Cosgrave from the Dublin North Branch, who was 
elected the 14th President of the GSRMA following the 
association’s conference in Killarney on 9-10 June, 
replaces Gerry Blake who spearheaded the 6,000 
strong members since 2012. 

GSRMA CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE 2015-2018

Dublin Region
•	 Frank	Timoney
•	 Matt	Cosgrave
•	 Noel	E.	O	Sullivan
•	 Padraic	Costello
•	 John	Kelly
 
Leinster Region
•	 Marie	Roche
•	 Tom	Miller
•	 	Joe	Ward

Munster Region
•	 Tim	Bowe
•	 Pat	Lehane
•	 Matt	Givens	
•	 Willie	Saunderson

Connaught Region
•	 John	Durcan
•	 Noel	Campbell
•	 Joe	Lynch

Back Row (l-r): Willie Saunderson, Joe Lynch, 
Matt Givens, Padraic Costello, John Kelly, Pat 
Lehane (Vice President), Noel E. O’Sullivan, 
Frank Timoney (GSRMA Treasurer) and Joe 
Ward.
Front Row (l-r): John Durcan, Tom Miller, 
Paschal Feeney (GSRMA Gen Sec), Matt 
Cosgrave (GSRMA President), Marie Roche, 
Noel Campbell and Tim Bowe.

A native of Carna, Connemara, Co. Galway, Matt 
Cosgrove is a fluent Irish speaker and sean nós 

singer. He joined the Garda Síochána in 1959 and 
served in Pearse Street Station for ten years. In 1964 
he was selected as drum major and leader of the 
Garda Band when it made a successful tour of the 
USA. 
     After promotion to Sergeant in 1969, he went to 
serve in Irishtown and Santry until appointed an In-
Service Training Instructor in 1979.  In 1986, he was 
promoted Inspector and took charge of Detective 
Training (CID & Scenes of Crime) Courses at Garda 
Headquarters, Phoenix Park, Dublin. 
     A decision to move all training to the Garda 
College in 1986 resulted in Matt moving back as 
Inspector to Santry District. It was from here that 
he was promoted Superintendent in 1990 and 
appointed as Garda District Officer to Cahir, Co. 
Tipperary. 
     He later returned to serve as District Officer at 
Dun Laoghaire and Cabra.  In 1995 he spent one 
year serving with the UN Missions in Cyprus. 
     On returning from the UN he served as District 
Officer in Fitzgibbon Street until retirement from the 
force in 1997. Since then he has assisted the GSRMA 
Dublin North Branch, which today has over 500 
members. 
Ba mhaith le cách comhghairdeachas ó chroí agus dea ghuí don todhchaí 
a ghuí air.

SLÁN AGUS BEANNACHT
Bidding farewell to Gerry Blake on completion of his three-year term as 
President, the GSRMA is proud of the many achievements made during his 
tenure. 
     These include the launch of the Garda Retired website, in addition to 
the introduction of web-text system, the new-look Síocháin magazine, and 
efforts made for the restoration of full pensions. However, the purchase 
of GSRMA House will stand as testimony to his tireless work for the 
association. 
Ba mhaith linn go léir ár mbuíochas a ghabháil leis agus gach rath a ghuí 
air don todhchaí.  

Gerry Blake

Matt Cosgrave
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The bravery and drowning rescue skills 
regularly displayed by Garda officers 

was acknowledged by the Lifesaving 
Foundation and the Royal Life Saving 
Society, at a special ceremony in the Garda 
College.
     At the awards presentation on 
17 June, a framed commemorative 
parchment, commissioned by the 
Lifesaving Foundation, was presented to 
Assistant Garda Commissioner Jack Nolan, 
who accepted the accolade on behalf of 
the Garda Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan. 
     In a linked ceremony the contribution 
of deceased Garda Commissioner Eamonn 
Doherty to both Garda swimming rescue 
and Irish Coast Guard Air/Sea Rescue was 
recognised with the presentation of a 
commemorative parchment to his family 
by Coast Guard Director Chris Reynolds 
and Edward Duffy, President of the Royal 
Life Saving Society (RLSS) Ireland Branch. 
     During the ceremony Assistant Garda 
Commissioner Jack Nolan presented a 
special Honorary 2015 Ireland Medal to 
retired RLSS Commonwealth Secretary 
General John Long for his outstanding 
contribution to saving lives from drowning 
worldwide. 
     Long has been a member of the UK 
Branch of the Royal Life Saving Society 
(RLSS) since 1957, and has lifesaving 
experience from local club level to 
international level through his work with 
the Commonwealth RLSS and also the 
International Lifesaving Federation. 

With the Gardaí saving up to 20 people from drowning every year, many of them from suicide 
attempts, the Lifesaving Foundation is now looking to work with the Garda College to study 
Garda rescues in detail in establishing training modules for students and transferring this 
knowledge to general rescuers worldwide.

IRELAND MEDAL AWARDS

GARDAÍ LAUDED 
BY LIFESAVING 

FOUNDATION FOR 
DROWNING RESCUES 

GSRMA’s Tim Bowe and Paschal Feeney (General Secretary), pictured with Chief Supt 
Anne Marie McMahon, Director of Training, Garda College; John Long, who received 
the Ireland Medal for 2015; A/Commissioner Jack Nolan, and Matt Givens, GSRMA.

Pictured at parchment presentation were (l-r): John Connolly, CEO, Lifesaving 
Foundation; GSRMA’s Tim Bowe and Paschal Feeney (General Secretary), Chief Supt 
Anne Marie McMahon, Director of Training,Garda College; John Long, who received 
the Ireland Medal & Parchment, A/Commissioner Jack Nolan; Matt Givens, GSRMA, 
and Brendan Donohoe, Chairman of The Lifesaving Foundation.
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TRAINED RESPONDERS
In his opening remarks A/Commissioner Jack Nolan said 
that the Gardaí are often the first trained responders at a 
drowning situation. “Whilst there is no legal requirement 
on officers to attempt a rescue, we have a natural 
inclination to save a life. The fact that around 20 separate 
drowning rescues annually are carried out by the Gardaí is 
proof of this,” he noted.
     Swimming and lifesaving instruction has been provided 
to Garda recruits since the establishment of the force in 
1922. In the first half of the 20th century the majority 
of rescue training was provided by the Royal Life Saving 
Society (RLSS) in Ireland, especially in Dublin as at that time 
the Garda Training Depot was in the Phoenix Park. 
     “In-service lifesaving training was provided on an 
‘ad hoc’ basis throughout the country mainly based in 
cities with swimming pools with some officers qualifying 
as lifesaving teachers and examiners,” A/Comm Nolan 
recalled. 
     “If one or more officers in a Garda station were active 
lifesavers they encouraged their colleagues to improve 
their swimming and rescue capabilities. There was always 
a willingness to learn lifesaving but not always the facilities 
to do so on an ongoing basis. 
     “It was not until the transfer of training to the college 
in Templemore and the building of a new swimming pool 
here that it was possible to provide swimming instruction 

and rescue training on a structured basis.”

WATER SAFETY ROLES
Many Garda officers have played leading roles in both 
Irish Water Safety and the Royal Life Saving Society. Garda 
Frank Nolan served as Chairperson of Irish Water Safety 
for 25 years representing Ireland at the International Life 
Saving Federation. 
     During his tenure as Assistant and Deputy 
Commissioner, Eamonn Doherty acted as Chairperson of 
the RLSS Ireland Region, and showed his commitment to 
saving lives from drowning by continuing in this role as 
Garda Commissioner. After his retirement he chaired the 
Irish Marine Meritorious Awards Committee.
     The Gardaí regularly participate in the National Police 
Lifesaving Championships with the UK constabularies, 
and has hosted the event a number of times at the Garda 
College and most recently in 2009 at Malahide, recording 
a home win in the mixed team competition. 
     “It is always pleasing on a personal and organisational 
basis to receive awards recognising the outstanding 
humanitarian achievements of individual officers and of the 
training they receive,” noted A/Comm Nolan.  
     The receipt of the inaugural Ireland Medal in 2004 was 
significant because it was a public recognition by a world 
leading drowning prevention and rescue organisation 
of, in the words of the medal criteria, ‘the exceptional 
contribution made by An Garda Síochána as a body and of 
individual officers to the saving of lives from drowning’.”

FACFFILE – 2015 HONORARY 
IRELAND MEDAL RECIPIENT
In recognition of his exceptional contribution to saving 
lives from drowning worldwide, a special Honorary 2015 
Ireland Medal was awarded to John Long, retired RLSS 
Commonwealth Secretary General.
     Between 1957 and 1991 John Long was a police 
officer initially in the Suffolk Constabulary and later in the 
Warwickshire Constabulary, rising to the rank of Chief 
Superintendent. During 34 years of police service he was 
responsible for the police lifesaving teams in both Suffolk 
and Warwickshire.
     He has been a member of the RLSS UK Branch since 
1957, holding various posts in two different branches. He 
has been President of the Warwick Life Saving Club since 
its formation in 1982, Chairman of the RLSS UK West 
Midlands Region to 2011, and is currently President of the 
RLSS UK Warwickshire Branch.
     He was appointed Secretary General of the Royal 
Life Saving Commonwealth Society in 1992, tasked with 
promoting the saving of lives from drowning throughout 
the British Commonwealth. He served in this role with 
distinction until his retirement in 2010. 
     Following in the steps of RLSS founder William Henry, 
John Long travelled the world founding new national 
lifesaving organisations in many countries including 
Uganda, Lesotho and India. He is Patron of India’s national 
lifesaving organisation the Rashtriya Lifesaving Society 
India. 
     In 1999 he was instrumental in the founding of the 
RLSS Republic of Ireland Branch’s Overseas Aid Project, 
which is now The Lifesaving Foundation.

IRELAND MEDAL AWARDS
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IRELAND MEDAL AWARDS

DROWNING RESCUE STATS
Research has established that in all swimming or in-water 
rescues, a percentage of rescuers die during the rescue 
attempt. Ireland has a small population and one or two 
events can skew statistics but every year between one and six 
rescuers die during a drowning event. 
     Connolly studied the Garda Roll of Honour containing 
details of serving Gardaí who have died since the force was 
established in 1922. “I identified five drowning deaths out of 
the 97 named in the roll; two were swimming rescuer deaths 
– one in 1933 and one in 1940. I estimated there’s been 
2,000 Garda swimming rescues since 1922 with only two 
deaths.”
     In a recent radio interview a representative of the Garda 
College said their programme aimed to help students develop 
a strong ethos and a sense of service to the community. 
     “So, therefore, the history of Garda drowning rescues and 
the rescue of individuals trapped in fires clearly proves that 
the training provided in this college is doing a lot right.”
     The latest Garda rescue research undertaken by the CEO 
of Lifesaving Foundation, reveals a long and proud history of 
drowning rescues by members of the force:

The earliest Scott Medal awarded for a swimming rescue •	
was the 11th medal awarded in 1927 to Garda John 
O’Brien for two drowning rescues at Courtown Harbour 
Beach. 
A total of 32 Scott Medals have been awarded to serving •	
Gardaí from 1922 to 2014 for acts of bravery involving 
swimming rescues.
The majority of rescues take place in rivers.•	
The majority of casualties rescued by Gardaí deliberately •	
enter the water.
The majority of those rescued by Gardaí are young males.•	
Many casualties were drinking alcohol before they •	
entered the water.
The majority of rescues take place at night.•	
Rescues take place all year round.•	
In the majority of situations the casualty is removed from •	

the water alive.
Most casualties do not resist being rescued.•	
Two or more Gardaí working together were •	

involved in most rescues.
No serving Garda has died in a drowning •	

rescue since 1940.

In his concluding remarks, John Connolly also 
requested that the Lifesaving Foundation be 
allowed work with college staff to study Garda 
rescues in detail and to establish what can 
be used in training students and what can be 
transferred to general rescuers worldwide. 
     “Previous research facilitated by Garda 
Commissioners Eamonn Doherty and Noel 
Conroy helped to open new windows on how 
and why people drown. 

     “I am sure that there is much more that can be learned 
and shared with lifesavers worldwide.”

The Ireland Medal Parchment was presented to the family members of the 
deceased Garda Commissioner Eamonn Doherty, pictured here with (l-r): John 
Connolly, CEO, Lifesaving Foundation; A/Comm Jack Nolan; Chris Reynolds, 
Director of Irish Coast Guard; and (far right) Brendan Donohoe, Chairman, 
Lifesaving Foundation. 
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. John Connolly presented a copy of ‘DROWNING’ to the Garda 
College Director Chief Supt Anne Marie McMahon, during the 
proceedings.

Dr Patrick Buck, pictured here with Chief Supt Anne Marie 
McMahon, Director of Training,,Garda College, presented a 
number of copies of his book to the Garda College Library.

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION: The Lifesaving Foundation is an 
international charity devoted to saving lives from drowning. 
Founded and based in Ireland since 2004 it supports a number 
of drowning prevention projects in Lesotho, Sri Lanka, South 
Africa, Liberia and organises conferences regularly devoted to 
promoting research into drowning prevention and rescue. For 
further information visit www.lifesavingfoundation.ie or 
email: info@lifesavingfoundation.ie
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Each intake will comprise 125 recruits, an increase from the 
100 recruits enrolled during the first three intakes since 

recruitment recommenced in September 2014. It means that 
550 Gardaí will have been recruited between September 2014 
and 2015.
     This is in addition to the €27.5 million invested in new 
Garda vehicles between 2012 and 2014, marking an increase 
on the €4.8 million provided for in Budgets 2009-2011. The 
latest 370 new Garda vehicles have come on stream since the 
start of this year.
     Minister for Justice and Equality, Frances Fitzgerald TD, 
announced these new measures, prior to addressing the 
annual conference of the Association of Garda Sergeants 
and Inspectors (AGSI) on 1 April in Trim, Co. Meath. She has 
received sanction for this recruitment from the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform Brendan Howlin TD.
     “Last September this Government oversaw the first 
recruitment of new Gardaí since 2009. We reopened Garda 
College to new recruits and committed to not letting it close 
again,” she noted. 
     To date 300 new recruits have entered Garda College, with 
the first of these to join the force as sworn members in May. 
Minister Fitzgerald said she had promised seamless ongoing 
recruitment, and confirmed the recruitment of a further 250 
new Gardaí over the coming months.
     The specific timeframe and phasing for entry to the 
Garda College will be decided by the Garda Commissioner. 
“This ramped-up recruitment signifies the determination 
of Government to delivering an effective, responsive police 
service to protect our communities and respond to emerging 
crime trends,” the Minister said.

250 NEW GARDA 
RECRUITS TO JOIN 

THE FORCE
Garda recruitment will be ramped up this year 
with a further 250 new recruits, bringing to 
550 the number of Gardaí to be recruited by 
the Government between September 2014 
and 2015. These latest recruitment measures 
were announced at this year’s annual 
conference of the Association of Garda 
Sergeants and Inspectors (AGSI).

     This increased investment, across-the-board, will be vital 
to supporting and underpinning the new Transformation 
Programme and Anti-Crime Strategy which are currently being 
finalised by Garda Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan, concluded 
the Justice and Equality Minister.

AGSI CALLS FOR MERGER
AGSI has been calling on the Government to ensure that the 
number of Gardaí does not fall below the 13,000 mark. The 
annual AGSI conference voted unanimously to increase the 
number of Gardaí who are properly trained and qualified to 
carry firearms.
     In relation to the Association’s contentious calls to merge 
the Garda Inspectorate and the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission, AGSI general secretary John Redmond said the 
merger made sense. 
     “Both of them now have similar powers. It doesn’t make 
sense that two separate bodies carry out the same work. The 
Government should look at the amalgamation. There is no 
reason why they should work independently of each other,” 
he pointed out.
     Redmond said the merger would have financial and 
operational benefits, adding that he would like to see the 
type of work the new Garda Authority would do before 
suggesting merging all three. “We don’t know its role or 
functions as of yet,” he said.

Minister and Commissioner
Justice Minister Frances Fitzgerald and Garda 
Commissioner Noirin O’Sullivan with student Gardaí. 
(Pic: Declan Keogh, EmergencyTimes.ie)
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The Annual Garda Memorial Day for members of An Garda Síochána killed in the line of duty 
took place at the Dubhlinn Gardens, Dublin Castle on Saturday 16 May. Garda Commissioner 
Noirin O’Sullivan was joined by Minister for Justice and Equality Frances Fitzgerald as well as 
family members of Gardaí who are on the Roll of Honour.

All other photographs courtesy of Alan Dowley, AGSI. 

GARDA MEMORIAL DAY 
HONOURS HEROES 

KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

Pictured at the Garda Memorial Day commemoration in Dublin Caste on Saturday, 16 May:

Supt Gerry O’Brien, Garda Press Office, Terry and Rose Brady, 
Dublin West GSRMA Branch, and Garda Christie Burdock, Pearse 
Street. Photo courtesy of Garda Photography Section.

Pat Killalea, Dublin West Branch, in conversation with Tom 
Casey, Dublin Garda Choir.

Michael Griffin, Garda Survivors’ Association, Garda Commissioner 
Noirín O’Sullivan, Frances Fitzgerald, TD, Minister for Justice & 
Equality, and Gerry Blake, President of GSRMA. 

Fr Joe Kennedy, Garda Chaplain, Rev. David Pierpoint with 
members of the Garda Band. 

Gerry Blake, GSRMA President; Frances Fitzgerald, TD, Minister 
for Justice & Equality; Garda Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan, and 
Michael Griffin, Garda Survivors’ Association.

Patrick Joe McCarthy, Dublin South Branch, Paschal Feeney, 
GSRMA General Secretary, John Collins and Christy Lonergan, 
Dublin North Branch. 

GARDA MEMORIAL DAY
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FAMILY MEMBERS ARE 
WINNERS AT ST PAUL’S

Two of the winners in this year’s Easter Draw are the son and daughter of Patrick McGlynn, 
a retired Sergeant from Athboy, Co. Meath. Kieran McGlynn won a Ford Mondeo while his 
sister Teresa McGlynn won €2,000.

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION LTD

Both Kieran and Teresa are delighted with their winnings 
and have said that they are fortunate their father 

introduced them to St Paul’s all those years ago!
     Patrick McGlynn joined An Garda Síochána in 1958 
and served in Monaghan, Kilmihil, Kilkee and Athboy 
Garda Stations. He has two brothers retired from An Garda 
Síochána; Michael lives in Portmarnock and Brendan lives in 
Dundrum.
     After 37 years’ service Patrick retired in 1995. He lives in 
Castletown, Athboy, Co. Meath with his wife Clarus. They 
have five other children, Laura, Mary, Claire, Paul and Declan 
and they are waiting in anticipation for the call from St Paul’s 
about their winnings!
     In the meantime they can enjoy the fantastic loan rates* 
and other services available from St Paul’s, which include the 
following:

VISA Debit Card:•	  Paypath, Budget Account, Members’ 
Draw.  
24/7	Online	Banking:•	  Free life cover on savings, free 
will-making facility, and mobile rates from Three.
Electronic Fund Transfers (EFT):•	  Discount Topaz Fuel 
Card, account management App and a death benefit 
grant of €2,500.
Free	life	and	disability	insurance	on	your	loans.•	
Up	to	€400	cashback	is	available•	  when you get a loan 
to purchase a new Ford or Hyundai. 

In addition, St Paul’s Credit Union has the most competitive 
loan rates available for whatever you want to borrow. This 
ranges from cars, holidays, home improvements, family 
events, college, graduations, engagements, weddings.

     

All members of your family can benefit from these fantastic 
loan rates and services. For more information on our loan 
rates and services, or to download a membership application 
form, visit www.stpaulscu.ie or call 021-4313355. Your 
family might be just as lucky as the McGlynn family!

St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd Registered Office at 
Boreenmanna Road, Cork is regulated by the Central Bank of 
Ireland.

RATE LOAN TYPE MONTHLY TOTAL

3.9% Share Covered Loan €275.57 pm €1,534.29

4.75% Student Loan €281.37 pm €1,884.13

4.9% Car Loan €282.38 pm €1,942.91

5.5% Home Improvement Loan €286.52 pm €2,191.05

7.75% Standard Loan €302.35 pm €3,141.26

*ST. PAUL’S LOAN RATES FOR €15,000 OVER FIVE-YEAR PERIOD 

Retired Sgt Patrick McGlynn pictured with son Kieran and 
daughter Teresa.
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The tax treatment can vary depending on the nature of the 
asset, whether the asset transfer is made as a gift or a 

bequest and the relationship between the person making the 
disposal and the person taking the asset. 
     The following three taxes to consider are Capital Gains 
Tax, Capital Acquisitions Tax and Stamp Duty:
     Capital Gains Tax (CGT): This is a tax on an individual 
making a disposal of a capital asset. Note the word is 
disposal, not a sale. The tax, applies to the gain on the asset, 
while owned by the person now disposing of the asset. 

Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT): This is a tax on an asset 
acquired by way of gift or inheritance. The tax is payable on 
the market value of the gift or inheritance. The rate of tax is 
33 per cent.  It is payable by the person who gets the asset. 
This is sometimes called a gift or inheritance tax.

Stamp	Duty: This is payable by the person taking the asset. 
The rate is one or two per cent depending on the type of 
asset and the value of the asset.

GIFTS
These are any assets given by one person to another for less 
than market value. This very wide definition brings in things 
like a property sold for less than market value and even 
certain assistance given by parents to adult children including 
payment of rent or educational costs. 

Gift of Cash – Parent to Child: This is the simplest type of 
gift from the tax perspective. It is liable to CAT only providing 
the cash is held in euro and transferred in euro.

CAT	Liability: A cash gift is liable to CAT at 33 per cent, but 
there are two important reliefs. 

Small Gift Exemption: This applies to gifts not inheritances. 
The first €3,000 is exempt from tax. However, making a series 
of gifts at €3,000 to the same person, will not necessarily 

mean that each gift is 
exempt. It depends on 
when the gift is made.  
If you make a gift in each 
tax year to the same 
person of €3000, he or 
she gets a new €3,000 
exemption each year 
and does not pay CAT. 
However, if you gift two 
lots of €3,000 to the same 
person in the same tax 
year, there is tax liability 
on €3,000 at 33 per cent. 
This will cost the person getting the gift €1,000 or use up 
€3,000 of the lifetime tax free threshold.

Threshold Relief: The amount of this relief depends on 
the relationship between the two parties involved. A child 
can take up to €225,000 tax free under the parent/child 
threshold. You need to be very careful of thresholds. These 
are a lifetime threshold in the hands of the recipient. All gifts 
and inheritances from both parents have to be taken into 
account.

Gift	of	Property: This is much more complicated than a cash 
gift. This is because all three tax heads, CGT, CAT and Stamp 
Duty are involved. Taking each of these in turn, these are the 
tax implications. A property was acquired by a parent some 
years ago for €100 k. It is now worth €200,000. The parent 
wants to gift it to a child.

CGT: The gain of €100,000 is taxable in the parent’s hands at 
33 per cent. 

Reliefs: The gain is reduced by €1,270 personal exemption, 
with some relief for Consumer Price Indexation if the property 
was acquired before 2001. This is an expensive option;

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 
GIFTS AND 

INHERITANCE
Three different gift or inheritance taxes – cash, real property and shares – are making the tax 
position on the transfer of assets from one person to another complex, according to Mary 
Farrell. In her latest article for GSRMA members, she outlines the main gift exemptions and 
tax reliefs to consider. 

TAXATION MATTERS
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€200,000 (€100,000 + €1,270) = €98,730 x 
33 per cent. CGT = €32,580.90

CAT: This same transaction attracts CAT in the 
hands of the child. This is on the total value of 
the gift €200,000.

Reliefs: The value is reduced by €3,000 
small gift exemption. The threshold of 
€225,000 also applies. There is no CAT on the 
transaction and there is €28,000 of threshold 
relief left to cover other gifts/inheritances 
from parents.

Stamp	Duty: The child will pay stamp duty at 
one per cent.

INHERITANCE OF PROPERTY
Contrast the treatment of gift tax with the tax 
treatment of an inherited property.

CGT: The treatment is very different from the tax treatment 
of gifts. There is no exposure to CGT on an inheritance. An 
inheritance is not a disposal for CGT purposes. This means 
that no tax bill for CGT attaches to the Estate.

CAT: The situation for CAT is also different. The calculation is 
still on the total value of the asset. However, there is no small 
gift exemption as this is an inheritance not a gift. This leaves 
only €25,000 of threshold relief over to cover other gifts or 
inheritances from parents to child. 

Stamp	Duty: Interestingly, there is no stamp duty charge. 
This is because a will is not a stampable document.

Shares: The treatment for all taxes is the same as for real 
property with one small exception. If the shares are worth 
less than €1,000 and are gifted there is no stamp duty. 
Breaking larger parcels of shares into parcels worth less than 
€1,000 does not work. 

IMPORTANCE OF RELATIONSHIP 
The amount of threshold relief is dependent on the 
relationship between the giver and receiver. In general 
the closer the blood relationship the higher the threshold. 
Spouses and civil partners are an exception.

Spouses and Civil Partners: Assets can be transferred, 
either by gift or inheritance between spouses and civil 
partners without attracting a liability to tax. This exemption 
ceases on divorce or permanent dissolution of a civil 
partnership. 
     However, in the case of spouses or civil partners who are 
separated the CGT exemption is lost on separation.  This can 
be avoided by transferring the assets as part of the Deed of 
Separation or Divorce Settlement.

CAT Thresholds – Children: The definition of ‘child’ is very 
wide and can include nephews and nieces as well as parents 
in certain circumstances. Care is needed as the rules can be 
complex.

Gifts	and	Bequests	to	Other	Close	Relatives: The 
threshold is low; €30,150 for each beneficiary. Remember 
the small gift exemption applies for gifts, in addition to the 
threshold. This €30,150 is a lifetime threshold and has to 
cover gifts and inheritances from aunts, uncles, grandparents 
and brothers and sisters.

Gifts	and	Bequests	to	Others: The threshold is €15,075 for 
each beneficiary. Small gift exemption applies as above, again 
a lifetime threshold, and has to cover gifts and inheritances 
from all ‘others’.

WORDING OF WILLS
Be very careful if you’re framing a will. You may accidentally 
word it to leave a bequest worth, for example, €100,000 to 
your son and daughter-in-law, believing your son’s threshold 
of €225,000 will cover it. It won’t. 
     But rather Revenue will split the bequest equally. Your son 
will pay no CAT and have spare threshold. Your daughter-in-
law will pay CAT on €50,000 (€15,075 = €34,925 @ 33 per 
cent = €11,525). This could have been avoided by leaving the 

entire bequest to your son only.

Exemptions and Reliefs: There are a number of other 
significant CGT and CAT exemptions, with complex rules 
surrounding them, but they can be very tax efficient. They are 
particularly important where farm land or a business is the 
subject of a gift or bequest. 

For further information contact Mary Farrell on 074-9125346; 
email: info@taxadviceservices.ie or visit 
www.taxadviceservices.ie 

TAXATION MATTERS
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THE DAY THE 

THE BOYS IN BLUE 
TOOK OVER CROKE 
PARK
Since An Garda 
Síochána was 
established, its 
members have 
made a significant 
contribution to 
the GAA. Turning 
back the pages of 
sporting history 
to the All-Ireland 
Hurling Final of 
1927 reveals 
that ten serving 
Gardaí were in the 
starting line-up for 
the participating 
teams, writes Pascal 
Brennan, Dublin 
South. 

Hurling supporters will be familiar with the sight of serving 
Gardaí lining out for their respective counties on All-

Ireland Senior Hurling Final day. 
    In modern times Gardaí such as Cork’s Brian Murphy and 
Jerry O’Connor, Offaly’s Pat Cleary and Joachim Kelly, Ollie 
Baker of Clare and others have played their part in bringing 
All-Ireland glory to their counties. 
    Pride of place among these, of course, must go to Eddie 
Brennan of Kilkenny, winner of eight All-Ireland Senior 
Hurling medals between 2000 and 2011.
    This level of participation is not a modern phenomenon. 
Since An Garda Síochána was established, its members have 
made a significant contribution to the GAA.  When we turn 
back the pages of sporting history nearly 90 years to the All-

Ireland Hurling Final of 1927 we will discover that ten serving 
Gardaí were in the starting line-up for the participating teams.

HURLING HEARTLANDS
The 1927 final brought a clash between the previous year’s 
winner, Cork, and Leinster champions, Dublin. The Dublin 
team was largely composed of Gardaí attached to the Garda 
GAA Club in the city. These were men drawn from the 
traditional hurling heartlands of Leinster, Munster and south 
Galway. 
    They were the recruits who joined the new police force 
following the establishment of the Irish Free State. The Garda 
GAA Club was the strongest club in the city and having won 
the Dublin Senior Hurling Championship in 1925 and 1926, 

Dublin’s 1927 All-Ireland team mates Gareth Howard (Limerick) and Pat ‘Fowler’ McInerney 
(Clare) enjoy a chat with John Kennedy (Wexford) pictured right at the Garda Club, Dublin in 
1984. Gareth Howard and Pat McInerney are deceased, while Sgt John Kennedy is retired and is 
a GSRMA Wexford Branch member. (Photo courtesy of John Kennedy, Wexford Branch)

HURLING ACHIEVEMENTS
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they would go on to win the next three titles. 
    The Garda Club was dominant for a number of reasons. 
Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy had placed an emphasis on 
recruiting active young sportsmen to the new Force, many of 
whom were allocated to Dublin stations. 
    Lack of transport, irregular working hours and primarily 
the GAA residency rules restricted the opportunity for these 
Dublin based players to line-out for their native counties.  In 
addition, the gym facilities at Garda H.Q. and the pitches of 
the Phoenix Park allowed a near professional approach to 
training.

ROAD TO THE FINAL
Prior to 1927 Dublin had already won four senior titles, the 
latest in 1924. Dublin had reached the 1927 decider via a 
Leinster final victory over a Kilkenny team which included the 
rising star Lory Meagher. 
    In that game Dublin scored an amazing seven goals and 
seven points, a far cry from the goals totals that the present 
Kilkenny defence would concede! 
    Cork had powered their way through Munster to the final 
with an average of 23 points per game.  The backbone of the 
team was a strong contingent of Blackrock club men such as 
brothers Paddy and Mick Ahern, Eddie Coughlan and Seán 
Óg Murphy, all of who would win many All-Ireland medals. 
Coming into the final, on the back of a 1926 success, they 
were a formidable outfit.

NO DUBLIN NATIVE
The balance of the Dublin teams were from the Faughs Club: 
Tom Barry, Dinny O’Neill, Jim Walsh, Army men Joe Bannon, 
Martin Hayes and goalkeeper Tommy Daly of UCD. 
    Though hurling was popular in the city, there was no 
Dublin native on the panel and to this day only one Dublin 
native, Jim Byrne, has won an All-Ireland Senior Hurling 
medal (versus Waterford 1938).
    While Gardaí dominated the Dublin team, it would be 
remiss not to mention the Garda connection on the Cork side 
with the sole serving Garda, Jeremiah Burke, lining-out in 
goal for Cork. Playing centre back for Cork was an ex-Garda, 
Jim Regan of Kinsale. 
    Jim’s senior hurling career actually started with Dublin in 
1925 as a member of the Garda GAA Club while serving in 
the city. Having resigned after nine months’ service to pursue 
a teaching career, he went on to play for Cork, winning 
four All-Ireland Senior medals. Pairc Ui Riagain, the home of 
Courcey Rovers in South East Cork, is named in his honour.

THE FINAL 1927
On the first Sunday in September 23,824 hurling supporters, 
paying gate receipts of £2,350.00, crowded into Croke Park. 
Special excursion trains deposited supporters at Kingsbridge, 
Amien Street and Broadstone stations, with thousands more 
travelling by bicycle and motor car.
    Newspapers of the day reported that “a large force of 
Gardaí, under Inspector Cuddihy, regulated traffic splendidly”. 

Mick Gill, who was captain of the Dublin 
team, pictured here in 1980, aged 81. 
This photograph was published in ‘Hurling 
Giants’ by Brendan Fullam in 1994.

Pre-match 
entertainment 
was provided 
by the ITWU 
Band and the 
Cork Volunteers 
Pipe Band, 
led by the son 
of murdered 
Lord Mayor of 
Cork Tomas 
MacCurtain.
    Following 
the throw-in 
Dublin took the 
initiative and 
dominated early 
proceedings. 
Though Cork 
were slow to 
show their 
form of early 
summer, ‘The 
Irish Times’ 
reported “they 
were struggling 
yet struggling 
like champions”. 
    After a relatively low-scoring first half, Dublin went in at 
half-time leading with a score line of 2-3 to a solitary 

THE	BOYS	IN	BLUE

The starting 15 for Dublin included nine Gardaí with 
a further five on the substitutes’ bench were as 
follows:
Pat ‘Fowler’ McInerney (Clare)
Ned Tobin   (Laois)
Bill Phelan           (Laois)
Mick Gill (Captain)      (Galway)
John Gleeson    (Tipperary)
Tom O’Rourke            (Clare)
Gareth Howard            (Limerick)
Ned Fahy             (Clare)
Mattie Power                (Kilkenny)

Substitutes:
Willie Meagher      (Kilkenny)
Bob McGann            (Tipperary)
Mick Finn               (Galway)
Tom Burnell             (Clare)
Paddy Browne         (Tipperary)

HURLING ACHIEVEMENTS
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One of the starting 15 – Mattie Power (Kilkenny). This photo 
appeared in ‘Legends of the Ash’ by Brendan Fullam, published 
in 1997.

0-1 for Cork. Goals by Tom Barry and Mattie Power had 
strengthened the Dublin performance.  
    The second half continued with Dublin in control and 
while Cork fought hard, they were unable to close the score 
difference. A second goal by Tom Barry and a Ned Fahy goal 
sealed victory for Dublin, with a final score of 4-8 to 1-3.
    The hurling had been hard with Tom Barry, Dublin free-
taker, knocked unconscious twice. Referee Dinny Lanigan, a 
double All-Ireland Senior Hurling winner with Limerick, kept 
control, but then as now, the referee’s performance came 
under scrutiny.  
    An ‘Irish Independent’ report stated: “there were a few 
incidents that appeared to call for more vigorous treatment 
than awarding a free” and “there were a few heated 
incidents which should be foreign to any form of sport”.
    Over eight decades later many of the 1927 Dublin team 
are included among the greats of the game. Gareth Howard 
had an eventful senior inter-county career, winning three 
All-Ireland Senior medals with his native Limerick, two with 
Dublin and also lining-out for Tipperary. 

CLUB LEVEL
At club level he won senior county medals with Croom 
of Limerick, Garda of Dublin and Toomevara of Tipperary. 
In 1982 he received the GAA All Time All Star award. 

Coincidentally his team mate, Pat ‘Fowler’ McInerney, an All-
Ireland winner with Clare (1914) and Dublin (1927), received 
an All Time All Star award the following year.
    Mick Gill is remembered as the player who played two 
senior finals in the same year and emerged victorious on 
each occasion. The 1923 final was delayed due to a Civil 
War related dispute and was not played until September 
1924 with Gill playing on the successful Galway team versus 
Limerick. Three months later, he featured on the Dublin team 
which defeated his native Galway in the 1924 decider.
    Mattie Power of Kilkenny pictured left was one of the 
greatest forwards of the 1920s and 30s, winning All-Ireland 
medals with both Dublin (1) and Kilkenny (4),  National 
League and Railway Cup medals and several Dublin 
championship medals with the Garda club.

GAA RESIDENCY RULES
Tommy Daly of Tulla, Co. Clare, as goalkeeper won his fourth 
Senior All-Ireland medal in the 1927 final, having previously 
won with Dublin in 1917, 1920 and 1924 respectively. 
Following his playing career he took up refereeing duties and 
was the referee in the 1935 All-Ireland Senior Hurling Final. 
    Cork recovered from the defeat of 1927 and went on 
to success in 1928 and 1929.  Dublin, though reaching the 
1930 final, were not successful again until 1938.  
    Changes in the GAA residency rules in 1928 allowed the 
Dublin based players to declare for their native counties. A 
number of the 1927 team did so and achieved much success. 
This signaled the end of the Garda clubs hurling dominance. 
    While the club did win further hurling titles in the late 
1920s their stranglehold on the Dublin team came to an 
end. There was to be no repeat of that memorable Sunday in 
September 1927 when the Boys in Blue took over Croke Park.

HURLING ACHIEVEMENTS
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During the first week in February 
1922 along with other members 

of the 1st Western Division IRA, I 
assembled on a parade. We were 
informed that our next duty would 
involve taking over of the Military 
and RIC Barracks pursuant to the 
terms of the Anglo-Irish Treaty.
No particular area of the operations 
was mentioned. 
     We were told that we would be 
away for an indefinite period and to 
inform our home folk. Later we left 
Ballinasloe by motor transport and 
after a hazardous run in freezing 
weather we arrived at mid-night in 
Killaloe, Co. Clare. We were met by 
members of the local Volunteers and 
were distributed in pairs to billets in 
local houses.
     We paraded at the local RIC 
Barracks next morning for further 
instructions. On arrival at the 
Barracks we learned that it had 
been taken over the previous day. 
We were joined by another large 
contingent of Volunteers and each 
man was armed with a rifle and 
bandolier of ammunition.
     We left Killaloe in open lorries 
with standing room only for about 
100 men and eventually arrived in 
Limerick City. When crossing the 
Shannon Bridge we noticed two RIC 
men who waved to us. We arrived 
outside Castle Military Barracks, 
dismounted and formed up four 
deep. After some preliminaries by the 

officers on both sides, the Barrack 
Gates opened we marched in and a 
detachment of British Army marched 
out.
     Inside the Military Barracks we 
were divided into small sections with 
an officer-in-charge of each Section. 
Of this number eight sections were 
marched out each going in different 
directions through the city. 
     By this time Limerick City was 
all agog, jubilation was running 
high, cheering and running to 
vantage points. After a short march 
our section halted outside Mary 
Street RIC Barracks. We had some 
difficulty approaching it through 
the surrounding crowd. We halted 
on the footpath in front of the 
Barracks while our officer entered 
the building.

LIMERICK TO GALWAY
When our officer emerged, he 
marched us in at ‘The Slope’ along 
a short path leading to the Barrack 
door. The RIC and a couple of Tans 
walked out to loud cheers and 
singing. 
     On looking through the front 
window when inside, it was very 
revealing to see a few of the fair sex 
in obvious grief as they kissed and 
caressed their favourite policeman. 
Before departing a sergeant returned 
to the dayroom, shook hands with 
each man and wished us the best of 
luck.

ONE OF ORIGINAL 
MEMBERS OF THE 

CIVIC GUARD
Patrick Campbell was one of the first members of the Civic Guard in 1922. In an interview in 
October 1977 to Sergeant Gregory Allen, archivist at the Garda Museum, he recounted the 

difficulties he and his colleagues experienced in establishing the new Garda Síochána.

Patrick Campbell (Reg. No. 480) a native of 
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway, assisted with the 
take-over of RIC Barracks after the signing 
of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, and was one of 
the first members to join the Civic Guard in 
1922. Twelve years later he was promoted 
Sergeant. He retired from Dundrum Station, 
Dublin on 3 May 1956 after giving 34 years’ 
service in Ashbourne, Dundalk, Glasslough, 
Kells and Portlaoise. 
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     Our first job inside was to remove steel shutters from the 
windows. For the next couple of days excitement was high in 
Limerick, culminating in a take-over of two leading hotels by 

men, then described as irregulars and reputed to be anti-
treaty. 
     Excitement turned to a high state of tension and rumours 
that there might be a conflict between the men who had 
taken over the British garrisons and the members who had 
commandeered the hotels. We were ordered to replace the 
steel shutters.
     As days passed rumours abounded as to what was 
happening or might happen, indeed some ‘wild men’ pulled 
guns and there were a small number of casualties.
Suddenly the volunteers who occupied the eight Barracks in 
Limerick City were ordered to pack up for transfer to Galway.
     We arrived in Galway by train about 20 February 1922 
and marched, fully armed, from the train to Oranmore 
Military Barracks. The ‘Tommies’ were still in occupation 
there and consequently we had a repetition of the job done 
in Limerick – the British Garrison marched out as we marched 
in.

FORMING A POLICE FORCE
After a few days in Oranmore a rumour was current in the 
Barracks that a Police Force was about to be formed in 
Dublin. This was what most of us had our sights set on and 
we informed our Commanding Officer who was one of the 
Brennan brothers from Co. Clare.
     He arranged for 12 men to sit for an examination at 
Glenaboy Castle. Having succeeded at the examination, 
myself and other successful candidates returned to our 
homes to procure references from our parish priest and local 
volunteer commander. In the course of a few days I received 
notice to report at Ballsbridge Training Centre on 25 March 
1922.
     I entrained at Ballinasloe Railway Station on 25 March 
and joined a number of the boys from Oranmore who were 
also going to Ballsbridge. At Broadstone we were directed to 
a Crosselly Tender, driven by a man who later became known 
to me as Tommy McDonagh a Clareman and now a retired 
Chief Superintendent.
     At Ballsbridge we were unloaded and on entering the 
Receiving Office I was recorded as the 480th member to 

Due to lack of accommodation recruits were scattered in centres such as Clonskeagh Castle below, Henry Street Warehouse, 
Kildare Military Barracks and a building in Collinstown pictured here– now the Irish Airport.

register for the Civic Guard with a salary of 70 shillings per 
week. The entire party of latest ‘rookies’ were then guided 
out to the horse stalls. Each man was handed an empty 
mattress cover made of stiff canvas. 
     We were directed to fill the mattress with straw. We 
brought them back to the Main Hall and laid our ‘ODearest’ 
mattress on three boards stretched on two wooden trestles 
and standing about six inches from the floor. There were 
about 1,000 men accommodated on the floor of the vast hall 
and surrounding balconies.
     Each morning reveille sounded at 7am and from that 
time until breakfast at 8am. It was bed making, shaving and 
dressing. The day’s work comprised of drill and police duty 
classes.  The curriculum was dis-jointed due to lack of proper 
accommodation and instructors. Each night brought its quota 
of accidents due to the ‘country boys’ jumping off moving 
trams outside the building when rushing back for roll call at 
10pm.

THE ‘TREATY ROOMS’
After about three weeks in Ballsbridge I was one of a party 
moved to an armed outpost in College Street. It was a big 
building known as the ‘Treaty Rooms’. Now a bank it was 
used by General Michael Collins, Arthur Griffith and other 
members of the Provisional Government in connection with 
the ensuing General Elections. We were armed with rifles and 
revolvers and at times were called on to escort ministers. 
     The ‘Treaty Room’ Party were in charge of Sgt Tom Egan, 
Galway Championship footballer.  All members were then 
in their own clothes as the distribution of uniforms had not 
commenced. This was a very trying and unpleasant period 
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for us, as soon after leaving Ballsbridge 
we received no pay because of a mutiny in 
the Force. 
     Towards the middle of June we 
were again on the move, this time to 
Newbridge, Co. Kildare. While we were in 
the Treaty Rooms the Anti-Treaty Forces 
took over the Four Courts, with units of 
the British Army and the RIC still in the 
Castle.
     By this time there was a big intake 
of recruits into the new force. Due to 
lack of accommodation recruits were 
scattered around in three or four centres 
such as Clonskeagh Castle, Henry Street 
Warehouse, Kildare Military Barracks and 
a building in Collinstown – now the Irish 
Airport. Some members were getting 
wages others were not. The members not 
getting paid were regarded as mutineers. 
The cause of the mutiny in the first 
instance was due to veteran IRA men in 
the force objecting to ex-RIC men being 
taken in and promoted to officer rank.
     We moved into an old Military Barracks 
at Newbridge and were posted to No.6 
Coy. I must pay tribute to local traders 
who gave us credit in their shops, because 
we were penniless. It was June before the 
mutiny affair was sorted out that resulted 
in 1500 men without pay for about two 
months. 
     The chief difficulty was food and 
were it not for the trusting traders at 
Newbridge and Kildare our plight would 
have been bad indeed. Within a few days 
of their back pay all traders’ accounts 
were fully paid up.

STATE OF LAWLESSNESS
About the second week in August the 
entire party in Newbridge were moved 
by special train back to Dublin. From 
Kingsbridge we were marched to Dame 
Street and halted in front of the Castle 
Gates. 
     There was a milling crowd of cheering 
sightseers there as the Castle Gates 
opened we marched in as the last units 
of the British Army and the RIC marched 
out. The Castle and Ship Street Barracks 
were taken over. By this time General Eoin 
O’Duffy was appointed Commissioner.
     The state of law and order could 
scarcely be worse with bank and train 
robberies. This resulted in two armed 

A former serving member of the 
Garda Síochána, which he joined 
in 1947, Gregory Allen spent many 
years researching the history of 
the force and is well known as 
a broadcaster and writer on the 
subject. As archivist at Garda 
Headquarters, he was appointed 
curator of the Garda Museum on its 
foundation.

The first Garda Recruits to join the parade for inspection on 22 February 1922.

guards placed inside all city banks 
during business hours. The writer was 
in various banks throughout the city. 
This move had the desired effect.
     Two great tragedies occurred 
during August namely the sudden 
death of Arthur Griffith and the 
assassination of General Michael 
Collins. We were detailed for duty 
in and outside the City Hall during 
the lying-in-state of General Collins. 
By this time the force was several 
thousand strong and presented a 
very fine turn-out in uniform at the 
subsequent funeral to Glasnevin.
Examinations were held around 1 
September for the rank of Sergeant 
and Inspector in preparation for 
the first transfers to the country. 
By October there were promotions 
of new Sergeants and about 10 
Inspectors. On 13 October the 
undermentioned were transferred to 
Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim:

Sgt Jim Littleton (Clare)1. 
Gda P. Campbell, 480 (Galway)2. 
Gda Tommie Boland, 520 (Clare)3. 
Gda Jim Carroll (Galway)4. 
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Gda Mick McGrath (Tipperary)1. 
Gda Pat Scully (Tipperary)2. 
Gda Joe Hughes (Leixlip)3. 

We entrained at Broadstone Station and upon arriving at 
Killeshandra were told that we would have to finish the 
journey by road. There we got a truck, loaded our iron beds, 
straw mattresses, sheets, blankets, tables and it conveyed us 
to our destination.

GARDA STATION RAIDS
On arrival in Carrigallen we were approached by the local 
school teacher. Our sergeant told him we were the new Civic 
Guard. He extended a welcome to us and we were heartened 
by this reception. He invited us to look at a vacant four-room 
terraced house which the owner was willing to rent. He had 
arranged for our meals in a dwelling house opposite.
     The following day we were engaged in arranging our 
furniture and effects, while the sergeant informed HQ we had 
arrived. Next, we got into our uniforms and moved out on 
patrol. I must say we received some handshakes and words of 
welcome from many residents. 
     It wasn’t long until the daily papers carried accounts of 
raids on Garda stations through the country and shots fired at 
members of the force. Our time came when one night armed 
men entered and lined us up with hands over our heads – 
some remarks by one of the raiders in which ‘Tans’ were 
mentioned. After a strict warning that we were to clear out, 
they took their departure.
     We stuck it out and in a couple of weeks we were again 
raided by a number of armed men. Some of the gang 
removed mattresses from our beds sprinkled them with petrol 
and set them alight. Before leaving the gunmen warned us 
that if we didn’t clear out immediately we would not be 
warned again. 

     We still had our uniform and continued performing 
patrols. By this time we had a couple of summonses issued 
for breaches of the licensing laws. The night before the first 
sitting of the District Court, armed irregulars arrived and 
kidnapped us. 

PERIOD OF CAPITIVITY
Before moving us away they climbed to the roof of our 
Barracks, and with sledges smashed in the slates and broke 
up the windows. They took our new bicycles and cycling 
alongside us they marched us in the darkness about seven 
miles to a farmhouse in Co. Longford. 
     From 3am that morning until our release the following 
night we had an anxious time.  
     Rumour reached us that the army were out searching for 
us and we feared being caught up in crossfire. During our 
period of captivity we were treated reasonable well but on 
release we were again warned to clear out. We were released 
in different directions without our bicycles which we never 
saw again.
     Our sergeant was in touch with HQ and instructions given 
that we were to billet in public-houses – two men to each 
house. Early one morning at 3am two men armed with rifles 
arrived at the bedroom door where Tommie Boland and I 
were staying, and demanded to know why we hadn’t left. 
     We replied that we were awaiting instructions from our 
HQ.  They left the room, collected the bank manager and 
cashier from their homes and forced them to open the bank 
and give whatever cash they had. 
From that time until we were recalled to the Depot on 13 
April 1923, we did not perform any duty. We were replaced 
by a large detachment of military. 
     I should say that outside Dublin HQ there was no proper 
chain of command for country stations for the first six 
months.

Gardaí parade for inspection (circa June 1922)
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Some 2,000 years ago the Roman philosopher Cicero 
wrote an essay ‘De Senectute’, (Concerning Old Age) for 

the benefit of a younger generation of philosophical scholars, 
soon-to-be politicians of the Roman Senate and aspiring lead-
ers within the old Roman Empire.
     The essay extols the virtues attaching to ageing on the 
one hand and on the other, its infirmities, its inconveniences 
and its inarticulate moments.  But this profound treatise, over 

the millennia, is as pertinent today as it was back in 44BC. 
     To quote an old saying from my earlier youth that I’ve 
never forgotten when I erred – ‘You’re getting older boy, 
you should be wiser’. Well, as my maturing years continue 
to advance to that inevitable stage, now commonly referred 
to as the golden autumnal time of life, my knowledge on 
wisdom is still in limited supply. I am slowly coming to the 
realisation that no one has a monopoly on wisdom.

GETTING OLDER 
BUT NOT WISER!

As his maturing years continue to advance to that inevitable stage now commonly referred 
to as the ‘golden autumnal time of life’ Frank Timoney, Dublin West Branch, writes that his 
knowledge on wisdom is still in limited supply. He is slowly coming to the realisation that no 
one has a monopoly on wisdom.

‘No man is so old that he does not think himself able to live one more year’ 
Old Latin proverb
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     I still find it a challenge 
to know what I relied on in 
getting to this stage in my life 
somewhat unscathed. Was it 
foresight, hindsight or just plain 
good luck that guided me?    
     Maybe it was a combination 
of all three accumulated 
from a bag overloaded with 
experiences whilst attending the 
University of Life. 
     On mature reflection now, I 
believe I should have paid more 
attention to particular lessons 
my parents, teachers and 
some total strangers drummed 
into me, verbally, aurally and 
sometimes physically on the 
field of play. 
     But I have always contented 
myself with a belief that hope 
springs eternal and I am, to 
use a modern-day idiom, 
‘on that long learning curve 
still attending the school of 
experience’. 

EXHALTED PENSIONER STATUS
After all those earlier events in life I now realise nothing could 
have forewarned me for what would happen in more recent 
times as I achieved the exalted status of pensioner. I have 
now come to recognise that a further dimension must be 
added to my CV of life’s experiences – the harsh reality of its 
inconsiderate twists and turns since 2008. 
     Pensioners are now classified by government, ably 
assisted by that great moulder of public opinion the media, 
as a wealthy and prosperous lot. A sector of Irish society 
worthy of a smash-and-grab imposed fiscal rectitude 
programme without right of audience to plead their financial 
circumstance. 
     A right afforded other affected citizens in the work sector 
of society when a commission was set up by government to 
look at pay and conditions of public servants and pensioners 
in 2013.
     The genesis of this arbitrary decision goes back 40 years, 
in fact, to 1974 when the coalition government of the day 
removed negotiating rights from pensioners. The Department 
of Public Service was established and placed under 
responsibility of the Department of Finance. 
     As a consequence pensioners are now forced into a 
programme of financial restitution without right of audience, 
when the Labour Relations Commission (LRC) hearings on the 
public service finances were held in 2013. Pensioners were 
included unilaterally, to financially contribute in making good 
the financial misdeeds and greed of others whose actions, 
they as pensioners, had no hand act or part in or indeed 

responsibility for. 
     Furthermore, under the Public Service Agreement 
document of 2013 (Paragraph 2.31 headed ‘Public Service 
Pensioners’) Garda pensioners and pensioners were not 
permitted to plead their case on how any contemplated 
imposed financial impositions would impact on their welfare.  
     All signatory parties to the final agreement noted that the 
relevant paragraph stated: ‘The Government intends to align 
the reductions in public service pensions in payment with the 
reductions applied to serving staff’*.  (*See Labour Relations 
Commission Proposals doc. February 2013 page 5, para. 
2.31 Public Service Pensions)

TOTALITARIAN PRINCIPLES
This arbitrary decision by government inserted in the LRC 
introductory preamble proposals was accepted by the pre-
selected negotiating parties to the final draft agreement. 
     This excised the public service pensioner from negotiating 
pertinent issues regarding their future welfare. This must 
surely be a first backward step in acceptable labour relations 
and negotiation principals.
     Such a move away from fair and accepted procedures into 
the realm of totalitarian principles, worthy of tactics from a 
now defunct political system known to Iron Curtain regimes 
of the 20th century, should not have been condoned by 
signatories to the agreement. 
     However, it was. Such denial of openness, transparency 
and fairness towards pensioners in representing themselves 
on critical matters affecting their wellbeing and financial 

A number of enforced government indirect taxes include miscellaneous charges, levies, etc.
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incomes must be without 
precedent in the annals 
of fair and representative 
negotiation standards. 
It is accepted that the 
government threatened 
unilateral action to reduce 
costs in public sector pay 
and pensions expenditure 
through legislation if 
agreement was not reached 
in those forthcoming 
negotiations.
     However, such a threat 
should not have been a bar 
to representation by public 
service pensioners, if need 
be at a separate forum 
where their concerns would 
have been accommodated 
as an interested party 
worthy of representation 
– this point was never 
considered. 
     Pensioners as a result 
on defined reduced fixed 
incomes were arbitrarily 
required to make good 
the serious errors, 
financial mismanagement 
and irregularities of 
others without as much 
as an opportunity of 
representation on their 
behalf. 

UNPARALLELED GREED
Coupled with the gross failure by the banking sector that 
fuelled an unparalleled greed of outlandish borrowing and 
spending as an avaricious headlong rush by speculators 
brought this country to the precipice of financial ruin.  
Pensioners were left to the mercy of government austerity 
measures. 
     An unregulated borrowing splurge upset the balance and 
equilibrium within Ireland’s financial marketplace and had 
to be rectified at any cost. However, the principle that the 
borrower is responsible for their borrowings seems somehow 
to have become a redundant concept. So, who should make 
good such losses?  
     Responsibility for a gross act of irresponsibility by a 
preferential group that monopolised the Irish financial 
marketplace, in what can only be described as rampant 
financial madness, left behind a tab in the wake of its greed 
as investment borrowing splurges went disastrously wrong. 
The fall-out from which would shake Ireland’s economy to its 
very financial foundations.

     The old Irish saying – ‘he who calls the tune pays the 
piper’ was about to be turned on its head as the realisation 
dawned on the average individual citizen they were about to 
be left behind to pick up an enormous debt incurred by these 
so-called movers and shakers of Ireland’s belted earl group.  
A debt the actual size of which had not been quantified 
and was a totally unknown factor in a mesmerising financial 
equation.  

NO CONTRITE ACCOUNTABILITY
What happened that turned the pensioners’ world upside 
down?  Why was the belief shaken in the time worn 
expression – you break it, you pay for it?  Was it all a fantasy 
of imaginative belief responsibility for one’s own actions 
actually had no meaning nor meant what it said?
     However, the question still remains – how did this disaster 
happen?  There has not been any contrite accountability – 
sought, recognised or accepted – for this financial debacle.
     A government ‘in situ’ at the time, tasked with the 
responsibility to oversee and regulate the whole financial 
system as it descended into free-fall’ failed spectacularly to 
carry out its responsibilities in governance and enforcement 

“Pensioners	have	always	been	frugal	with	their	limited	

income.	They	have	to	be	as	no	one	else	will	pick	up	

the	tab	for	any	financial	imprudence	on	their	part.	As	

individuals	they	have	always	paid	their	way,	pro	rata,	

on their limited resources.”
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regulations of the financial sector in protecting the economy. 
     Add to this situation a banking sector that lost the run 
of itself in its headlong rush to maximise its profits portfolio; 
abandoned with reckless disregard, tried, tested and accepted 
financial lending policy safeguards as they were swapped for 
surreptitious loan decision making concepts that crept into 
Bank boardroom decision making policy.
     Profit was the god and its insatiable appetite had to be 
fed.  Money was like confetti as the wedding of unbridled 
avarice and greed tied the knot.  There appeared to be an 
unending supply of it. 
     The Irish marketplace was buzzing as unfettered credit 
facilities provided the impetus for borrowings on an 
unprecedented scale not witnessed in Ireland before.  The 
significant warning lesson from Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
a forgotten cliché from school day lessons – ‘neither a 
borrower, nor a lender be’.

SINKING INTO INSOLVENCY
As the country sank into insolvency there was an omerta* 
like silence on the impending crash looming on the horizon. 
Government spokespersons berated those who issued such 
warnings cautioning that people should not be creating fear 
by undermining its good work on a booming economy. 
     Then the unthinkable happened. The country was in 
hock up to its neck as the economy nose-dived. The banking 
system was in crisis, borrowers were pursued for non-
performance on borrowings and hopeless debts they could 
not service. The house of cards was slowly crashing down. 
As it did, the old colonial saying was coming to mind. Was 
Ireland really capable of looking after its own financial affairs?
     A general election was called in 2011 as the people 
looked at a wilting government with jaundiced eyes. A 
change was needed and a new government was elected. 
The old guard replaced as the reality of the financial situation 
struck home with the electorate. A new government would 
inherit a poison chalice that would have devastating austerity 
consequences for all, but in particular for pensioners on fixed 
incomes.
     As the mistaken belief that pensioners were a wealthy lot 
gathered momentum government advisors considered them 
the nouveau riche; their supposedly gold-plated pensions 
at the University of Leisure sustaining them at a standard of 
opulence. They were now coming under serious consideration 
for a financial hit-and-run austerity attack.  
     There was a time I would have laughed at the so-called 
flattery of being classified as wealthy; a societal category 
I know nothing at all about. But believing it to be a media 
wind-up I accepted it for what I thought it was – pure fiction 
meant to annoy rather that flatter. 

ALL MUST CONTRIBUTE
However, I was mistaken in this belief. Utterances of 
this nature have a happy knack of taking on a mantle 
of truthfulness if not corrected. This absurd notion was 
peddled about by some politicians, media people and social 

commentators under the guise that all must contribute 
irrespective of their means. The words pro rata in this all-
encompassing sentence were conveniently omitted. The first 
of many salvos in the direction of the pensioner sector had 
been fired.
     The notion equating hidden wealth to the vast majority of 
pensioners was setting the stage for an inequitable financial 
assault on this vulnerable group disbarred from negotiations 
by government as Draconian financial austerity measures 
were about to be implemented.
     There is a major defining difference between the working 
sector of the population and the pensioner. The latter group 
live on half income compared to their pre-retirement salary/
pay days. 
     And should they complain they would be looked upon 
as filchers and freeloaders, vilified unfairly by press, media 
pundits and social commentators; finally to be financially 
penalised through government austerity measures on their 
reduced incomes. 
     Not having been allowed a voice of participation at the 
negotiating table was the ultimate put-down for pensioners. 
Are they now to be treated as a substratum in Irish society? 
     A non-entity not worthy of representation in pleading 
their own case on financial matters affecting their diminishing 
pension remunerations. 
     I would remind those peddling this nonsense that 
pensioners never had it to stash away, living on the limited 
means at their disposal.

PENSIONERS PENALISED
The fact is that the purchase value of a pensioner’s take-
home cheque today is steadily decreasing, not to mention 
its monetary content, through a plethora of enforced 
government indirect taxes that include miscellaneous charges, 
levies etc. Such penalties threaten to place the average 
pensioner in penury. This being done on their reduced 
marginalised incomes. 
     Yes, pensioners have always been frugal with their limited 
income. They have to be as no one else will pick up the tab 
for any financial imprudence on their part. As individuals 
they have always paid their way, pro rata, on their limited 
resources.  
     Growing old is not easy but there are certain guarantees 
attached to it that should be mentioned here. 
     Cognitive alertness diminishes. Aural sensitiveness 
gradually reduces. There is physical pain as arthritic joints 
start to creak and skeletal framework becomes brittle.  One’s 
step gets shorter and the hand grasp, so firm at one time, 
now lacks the strength of a once meaningful handshake. 
There will, in instances, be requirements for care.  
     A government that denies the right of audience to a 
sector of its population on issues affecting their welfare must 
surely recognise the gaping anomalous cavern in its social 
policy responsibilities to that vulnerable sector.
     Finally, is there any redeeming feature about old age?  Yes, 
apart from Cicero’s accepted conclusions. It’s terminal!
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Tipperaryman Patrick Kennedy lost his sight in the Great 
War 100 years ago. A member of the Royal Irish  

Regiment, he marched to the beat of the tune ‘It’s a Long 
Way to Tipperary’.
     The only evidence his great granddaughters were 
able to provide was a 1939 mortuary card showing that 
their great-grandfather died at 57. With this in hand the 
researcher called to elderly relatives, visited Registrar of 
Births/Marriages/Deaths, checked census records and traced 
newspaper archives. 
     At Thurles Library he discovered an obituary in the 
Tipperary Star to the WW1 soldier. This lead him to Clogher 
cemetery near Clonoulthy, Co Tipperary where Kitty Barry, 
a local historian identified the Kennedy burial plot. A few 
weeks later he was on route to the National Archives at 
Kew in London to check war diaries and military records. 
Giving him a helping hand was Tipperary native, Judy 
Campbell, aunt to current Tipp Hurler, James Barry and 
sister-in-law of Kitty Barry.
     After two days searching the archives they traced the 
Military Index Card for Private Patrick Kennedy, (6977) Royal 
Irish Regiment.  It showed he also served in the Boer War 
1901-02 with Army No. 6768. Medal index card revealed 
that he was awarded the Victory Medal, British War Medal, 
1914-15 Star (Service in France and Flanders), silver war 
badge and also the Queen’s South Africa Medal with three 
clasps.
     Records showed that between 20 and 25 May 1915, 
the 2nd Battle of Ypres took place in Flanders where the 
Germans launched the first chlorine gas attacks. During one 
of those attacks, Patrick Kennedy went as a stretcher-bearer 
from the war trenches to assist injured soldiers, and while 
doing so he was shot and lost the sight of both his eyes. 
     An announcement in ‘The Times’ newspaper (16 Friday 
July 1915) reported Private P. Kennedy (6977) among the 
missing soldiers. 
     Later it was discovered that he was receiving medical 
treatment from St Dunstan’s Rehabilitation Centre in the 
UK. After making sufficient recovery he returned to Thurles 
in Co. Tipperary where he later married and raised three 
children. He died on 8 November 1939, aged 57 years. 

IT’S A LONG WAY 
TO TIPPERARY

Six years ago, Treasa and Ciara Bowe sought their dad’s support to assist them in tracing 
the history of their great grandfather Patrick Kennedy. They hoped that it might assist school 

children in understanding why so many of our ancestors were involved in the Great War.

WW1 RESEARCH STORIES

RECRUITMENT	TO	BRITISH	ARMY
Boer War service records revealed 20 year old Patrick 
Kennedy (6768) signed-up for the British Army in Thurles 
on 8 December 1899. It was a Holy Day when large 
crowds visited the cathedral town for Christmas shopping. 
     It was normal on such occasions for the British Army 
to arrange a recruitment rally with officers on horseback 
and the army marching to lively tunes as an advertisment 
to attract young men to join the army, see the world and 
have adventure. Patrick Kennedy joined for a 12-year 
service and he was immediately recalled to serve on the 
western front, when WW1 was declared.
     A visit to Flandersfields near Ypres in August 2014, 
helped the researcher to finalise the project. Now, Treasa 
and Ciara have a power-point presentation which helps 
them teach primary school children to understand more 
about WW1 and the background to why John McCrea 
wrote the now famous poem in ‘In Flandersfields’ exactly 
100 years ago (May 1915).

During the research his brail-watch and a photograph 
taken at the Rehabilitation Centre were located; pictured 
here rug-making at the centre.
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Michael’s uncle, third in a family of nine children was son 
of Thomas and Mary Anne Kearns who ran a family 

farm near Boyle. One snowy morning on 22 February 1915, 
21-year old Thomas left his family home without his parents’ 
knowledge. 
     When they went to investigate all they found was his 
footprints in the snow, heading in the direction of Boyle. 
Eight months later the family received a telegram from the 
British Army stating that their son, Private Thomas Kearns, 
a member of the 2nd Battalion Irish Guards, was missing in 
action on the WW1 battlefield since 30 September 1915.  
     Sometime later an official correspondence confirmed 
that their son was dead. The bronze memorial plaque and 
scroll along with the Victory Medal, the 1914/15 Star and 
the British War Medal  were later sent to his parents as  an 
acknowledgement of their son’s service in the Great War.
     Michael believes his uncle probably joined the British 
Arm because of lack of opportunities. “I reckon it could have 
been down to economic reasons because there was little 
employment around Boyle at that time.  It was also thought 
at that time that the war wouldn’t last long. Maybe he went 
in search of adventure,” he said.
     Michael, who has lived in Donegal for more than 40 years, 
started off his research at King House in Boyle before moving 
to the Somme Heritage Centre in Newtownarnds, Co. Down.  
     His big break came when he visited the Irish Guards HQ 
in London and discovered a record showing that Private 
Thomas Kearns (6897) embarked on a ship at Southampton 
on 16 August 1915 with the British Expeditionary Force. They 
were later involved in the Battle of Loos in Northern France.  
However, this is where the paper trail ended and where his 
uncle was more than likely killed.
     The name of Private Thomas Kearns (No.6897) is inscribed 

on the Loos WW1 Memorial erected near the site of the 
battlefield.  The memorial lists 20,610 names of British and 
Commonwealth soldiers who were killed in the Battle of Loos 
and have no known grave.
     The research has made Michael very proud of his uncle 
Thomas. “At the end of the day, he was a person from Ireland 
who for economic and other reasons joined the British Forces 
at the time. There were approximately 300 soldiers from 
Roscommon killed in WW1. 
     “I am of the opinion that they should all be honoured in 
some way. There should be no shame attached to these men 
who fought bravely. Some joined because of the promise of 
Home Rule. One hundred years exactly have passed and the 
world has moved on but their memories should be upheld,” 
Michael commented.
     In August 2014, he travelled with a cross-border 
community group to the island of Ireland Peace Park in 
Messines, near Ypres in Flanders. This a war memorial to 
soldiers of the island of Ireland who died or were wounded 
or missing during WW1. On a visit to Ypres, he was selected 
by the group to lay a wreath at the Menin Gate memorial 
ceremony. 
     Michael Kearns is the Branch Chairman of Donegal North 
GSRMA. His wife, Mary and five daughters, Sheila, Lorcan, 
Francis, Maura and Gráinne are proud of his WW1 research.  

Since his retirement from the force 
Michael Kearns, a native of Boyle, Co. 
Roscommon, started researching the army 
life of his uncle Thomas Kearns, who 
fought with the British Forces in WW1. 
With very little paper trail to follow it was 
not an easy task to trace what happened 
to his uncle all those years ago.

WW1 RESEARCH STORIES

FROM BOYLE TO 
THE BRITISH ARMY

Michael Kearnes was selected to lay a wreath at the Menin 
Gate memorial ceremony. 
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Ready to install!
The ultimate in one-stop shopping. Pre-assembled, customer-specific
control cabinets, completely equipped to boost the reliability of your
systems. Designed for fast commissioning and harsh ambient conditions.

www.festo.com/ie

STATESIDE TRIBUTE 
TO D/GARDA JERRY McCABE

A tour to New York was organised for a 
school group from Rathkeale to perform 
at John Jay Memorial College’s annual 
reception for St Patrick’s Day in honour 
of the late Detective Garda Jerry McCabe. 
Report by Victor Walsh, Secretary, Limerick 
County Branch.

JERRY McCABE MEMORIAL

A group of 31 students, four teachers, four parents and 
the parish priest from Coláiste Na Trócaire, Rathkeale, 

Co. Limerick embarked on an ambitious five-day school tour 
to New York on Saturday 14 March.
     The trip was the brainchild of the head of the school’s 
music department, Jean McDonagh-O’Brien; after months 
of planning and several fund-raising events, her dream was 
realised.
     Their itinerary included sight-seeing tours of Ellis Island, 
Statue of Liberty, Empire State and the 9/11 Memorial. The 
musicians and choir also performed at St Patrick’s Day masses 
in Our Lady of the Angels in the Bronx and The Church of St 
Agnes on East 43rd Street.
     However, one of the trip’s highlights was due to a 
collaboration between myself and my former colleague Garda 
Claire Haugh, from Bruff Garda Station, who is a current 
recipient of the Jerry McCabe Fellowship. Claire organised an 
invitation for the school’s students to perform at the annual 
reception for St Patrick’s Day at John Jay Memorial College in 
honour of Jerry McCabe. 
     It was a great pleasure and honour for Jean to accept 
this invite; her late father, D/Garda P.J. McDonagh (10363B) 
served with and was a close friend of Jerry McCabe. In 
another coincidental association to that fateful day in Adare 
on 7 June, 1996, the aforementioned parish priest (now the 
new Bishop of Waterford and Lismore, Most Reverend Fr 
Alphonsus Cullinan) was the chaplain in Limerick Regional 
Hospital on that night.

MUSICAL TRIBUTES
The musicians, who included Gearóid Kirwan, grandson of 
the late Sgt Eamonn Kirwan (Adare) played an instrumental 
version of ‘An Droichead’, while my son Enda Walsh sang ‘A 
Time to Remember’. The group then sang a poignant version 
of Jerry’s favourite song ‘Neidín,’ a song about his beloved 
Kenmare. It truly was a memorable occasion and greatly 

Enda Walsh, Laura Mulqueen, Jack O’Donoghue, Joanne Foley, 
head of the music department Jean McDonagh-O’Brien, Minister 
Heather Humphreys, Eoin Burke, Katie Mulcaire, Gearoid Kirwan, 
and Consul General Barbara Jones. 

appreciated by all present.
     Prof Murray, who together with her late husband, Dublin 
native Brean, were instrumental in setting up the Jerry 
McCabe Fellowship, wrote to thank Jean: “It was a joy to 
have you and your students be part of the McCabe benefit. 
The scholars and I were delighted you could join us for our 
reception. It added a great deal of sincerity to the occasion as 
the children were wonderful. 
     “Your music was a vital part of the event. Many people 
have given me favourable comments on how moved they 
were by having the young people there and singing. Thank 
you for making our reception so successful. Hope you will join 
us in the future.”

Assistant Commissioner John Twomey, Garda John Gallagher, 
Salthill, Jeremy Travis, President of John Jay College, Minister 
Heather Humphreys, Prof Bettina Murray, Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones, and Garda Claire Haugh, 
Bruff, Limerick.
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The Geary Garda family came about 
when my father Maurice Senior 

joined An Garda Síochána in 1923. 
His first station was Glenbower, near 
Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary. It was 
in this locality that he fell in love with 
Anastatia Hennessy and got married in 
1928. 
     He was, of course, transferred 
following the marriage to Granard, Co. 
Longford where my sister Mary was 
born followed by my brothers John, 
Frank and Maurice.  
     Both Michael and I were born in 
Roscommon town following another 
transfer. My father was the PSV 
Inspector for Galway/Roscommon 
Division in the late 1940s and 1950s.
     My sister Mary went to work in 
Birmingham and there she married Tony 
Kiernan, a Longford man and son of 
Peter Kiernan, a Garda who was stationed in Killucan. John 
and Frank both joined An Garda Síochána in 1955.  
     Frank was stationed in Monaghan and Ballybay near the 
border before transferring to Kevin Street Station. He further 
served in Whitehall and Mountjoy before retiring in 1993.  
John served in Nenagh, Cappawhite, Templemore and the 
Garda College before he retired in 1985.
     Maurice Junior joined the force in 1956 and served in 
William Street, Limerick City, then later Oola, followed by 
Irishtown, Rathmines and ‘Control’ in Dublin Castle prior to 
his retirement in 1986. 
     Michael entered the force in 1959 and his first station was 
Navan. He later transferred to Kilrush and Tulla, Co. Clare. 

After giving ten years’ service, he retired from Ennis Station in 
1969 to set up his own business.
     I joined the force in 1962 and at that time the Geary 
family held the record for having the most members of one 
family in An Garda Síochána.  
     I served at Mountjoy Garda Station for five years before 
transferring to the then ‘Radio Workshops’ in Dublin Castle.
This unit later moved to Garda HQ in the Phoenix Park.  I 
retired from there in 2002 after 40 years of service to the 
force.

THE GEARY 
GARDA 
FAMILY 
IS THIS A 
RECORD?

Noel Geary, Naas Branch, who 

joined the force in 1962, is a 

member of the Geary family 

whom he says held the record 

at that time for having the 

most members of one family 

in An Garda Síochána. Here he 

outlines his Garda connections, 

dating back to 1923 when his 

father first joined up.

Editorial Comment: It would be interesting to hear from 
other families who had such a large number of family 
members in An Garda Síochána.

GARDA CONNECTIONS
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What an occasion it was for the little lady from Drum-
condra who has been a resident in the Garda Retire-

ment Home since April 2002.
     The room was bedecked with balloons, bunting and 
flowers everywhere. Kitty McDonnell, who is now wheel-
chair bound, was a little overwhelmed by the large number 
of relatives and friends who turned up all bearing gifts for her 
100th birthday celebrations on 3 January. 
     However, a letter from Uachtaran na h’Eireann, Michael D 
Higgins naturally grabbed everyone’s attention.     
       Congratulating her on the 100th anniversary of her 
birth, he wrote: “You have witnessed remarkable changes in 
lifestyles and technological developments unimaginable at 
the time of your birth in 1915. May you be surrounded by the 
warmth of happy memories and secure in the knowledge that 
you continue to make the world a better place for all who 
love you.” Enclosed in the letter was a generous centenarian 
payment.

A BORN ENTERTAINER
At the party we met up with the ubiquitous Christy Lonergan 
and John Hartigan of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ 
Association. And they didn’t come empty handed. She was 
thrilled with the beautiful floral arrangement and a large box 
which she said she hadn’t got time to open.
     “I’ll wait ‘til tomorrow when the excitement is over” she 
said with a broad smile as she clutched a big brown teddy 
bear, given, she said, by a special friend. “But I’m not going 
to give you that person’s name!”
     There was also a nice touch from Colm Church, chairman 
of the Board of Directors of St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union, 
who arranged delivery of a lovely bouquet of flowers.
     Kitty’s niece, Anna Pigott, reminded us all of the type of 

CENTENARIAN  
CELEBRATIONS FOR 

GARDA WIDOW
There was scarcely elbow room in the 

conservatory at the Garda Retirement Home 
in Raheny as people gathered around Garda 

widow Kitty McDonnell, who celebrated 
her 100th birthday, earlier this year. Report 

by Pat Murray, Dublin West Branch

person Kitty is – joyous, warm-hearted and generous who 
loves to travel, sing and recite. She would entertain at the 
drop of a hat, she said, and recalled Kitty’s own words, “I’m 
neither a singer nor an actor but I think I’m an entertainer.”
     Then it was time to open the champagne and enjoy a 
piece of the towering birthday cake supplied by the Pigott 
sisters, Anna and Josie. The retirement home put on an 
impressive and generous supply of food which was much 
appreciated and enjoyed.
Afterwards there were numerous song requests for 
‘Cinderella’ from Kitty, but, instead, she obliged with ‘Keep 
Your Sunnyside Up’ – the great Tommy Dando number from 
the days of the famous Theatre Royal, long since pulled 
down.
     Kitty’s husband, Pat, was 95 years old when he died in 
1996. They married in Marino church in 1960 – he was retired 
Garda widower whilst she was a confectioner.
     Kitty enjoyed a simple lifestyle, rich in accomplishments, 
full of laughter and love.
     Seven short weeks after her 100th birthday, Kitty passed 
away peacefully on 20 February 2015. 

My She Rest in Peace.

CENTENARIAN BIRTHDAY
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For the past 25 years Jim Sullivan was a Lay Minister of the 
Eucharist at Naas, during which time he organised the Lay Min-

isters of the Eucharist in respect of the two churches in the parish 
of Naas.
     He also organised the Lay Ministers of the Eucharist for taking 
Holy Communion to the housebound and to the patients at Naas 
General Hospital. Jim has now retired from the foregoing work 
except that which relates to Naas General Hospital.
     The presentation took place in the church of Our Lady & St 
David, Naas on 3 August 2014. The Benemerenti Medal was 
presented by the Very Rev Fr John Brickley, P.P., Naas while the 
accompanying scroll was presented by Rev. Fr Gary Holmes, 
Missionary of the Most Holy Eucharist, France.

RISING UP THE RANKS
A native of Kilanerin, Co. Wexford, Jim joined An Garda Síochána 
in November, 1952 and served at many stations in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area, as well as Garda HQ in the Phoenix Park; the 
Garda College, Templemore and the Divisions of Limerick and 
Carlow/Kildare.  
     Christmas Day 1962 is very much in his memory because it 
marked his promotion to the rank of Sergeant with a transfer 
to Fitzgibbon Street and later Pearse Street. In 1964, he was 
transferred to Patrick’s Well, Co. Limerick and later to William 
Street in Limerick City.
     Following promotion to Inspector in 1971 he was transferred 
to Kevin Street, Dublin and later to the Bridewell Dublin. He 
was transferred to Naas in 1975 and promoted to rank of 
Superintendent in 1978. 
     He went on to serve as Staff Officer and Assistant Training 
Officer at the Garda College, Templemore until 1981 when he 
returned to Naas as District Officer. Three years later he was 
promoted to the rank of Chief Superintendent and appointed 
Divisional Officer of DMA North/Central. 
     In 1984 he was transferred to Garda HQ and was Personal 
Assistant to four Garda Commissioners – Laurence Wren, Eamonn 
Doherty, Eugene Crowley and Patrick Culligan.  His final year in the 
force was as Garda Divisional Officer in Naas until his retirement in 
July 1992.
     Married to Una (Sweeney) who hails from Ballycroy, Co. Mayo, 
they have three in family: Anne Marie (Mulhall), Naas, Seamus      
in Dublin and Eamonn in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. All of 
his family were present at the presentation.

PAPAL HONOUR 
FOR JIM SULLIVAN
Pope Francis has awarded the Benemerenti Medal to retired Chief Superintendent Jim 

Sullivan, Naas, Co. Kildare in recognition of his dedicated service to the church. 

Retired Chief Superintendent Jim Sullivan was 
presented with the Benemerenti Medal by the Very 
Rev Fr John Brickley, Parish Priest, Naas, Co. Kildare.

DEDICATED CHURCH SERVICE
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The case of a Garda family from Boyle,  
Co. Roscommon beset by a double tragedy 
65 years ago, is recounted here by Harry 
Keegan, Drombana, Limerick who was aged 
12 at the time. Although his memories are 
vague, he still recalls the large crowds and 
the great sadness of the occasion.

On the morning of 
22 August 1950, 

a tragedy happened in 
Boyle, Co. Roscommon 
when three people per-
ished in a fire that broke 
out at Green Street, which 
destroyed two adjoining 
houses. 
     Those who died were 
Mrs Teresa Power, wife of 
Garda Thomas Power of 
the Garda Depot, Dublin, 
her son Thomas Noel 
(4½) and her sister Agnes 
Kelly. 
     The previous evening 
Teresa and her son visited 
her mother Margaret 
Kelly in Greaghnafarna, 
Dromahair, Co. Leitrim, 
and later, her sister Agnes, 
who was on holiday from 
England, accompanied 
them back to Boyle to spend a few days with the family at 
Green Street.
     Early the following morning the fire appears to have 
started downstairs and quickly spread to an attic bedroom 
upstairs where the three victims were sleeping and despite 
the efforts of a number of people and emergency services 
they failed to rescue the three victims. 
     The room where they were sleeping was an attic with 
just a skylight window. One person who was downstairs 
managed to escape with minor burns. 

SAME TOWNLAND
My parents came from the same townland, were friends and 

distant relatives of the Kelly family and my late brother Mike 
(Junior) and I were included as pall bearers at the funeral and 
bore the remains of her son Thomas Noel from Ballinagare 
Church to the local cemetery. 
     We were aged 12 and 14 then. My memories are vague 
but I recall the large crowds that attended the Mass and 
burial in Carrowcrin cemetery and the great sadness of the 
occasion. 
     The victims were survived by their mother, a brother and 

five sisters as well as 
Teresa’s husband Thomas, 
and two other children in 
the Power family, Teresa 
and Padric. The Kelly and 
Power families were highly 
regarded in the locality 
and came from a farming 
background. 
     The tragedy resulted in 
a great sense of mourning 
in the local area in Leitrim 
and Roscommom and 
indeed the entire country.

DOUBLE TRAGEDY
About nine months later a 
further tragedy visited the 
same family, when Garda 
Power, who was visiting 
his sister-in-law, Mrs John 
White, in Boyle, died 
suddenly. 
     The funeral took 
place after Requiem Mass 

in St Joseph’s Church, Boyle. The remains were taken to 
Carrowcrin Cemetary, Dromahair and laid to rest in the grave 
of his late wife, his young son and sister-in-law.
     Garda Power was a native of Hayestown, Navan. He spent 
25 years in the force and prior to his transfer to the Garda 
Depot he was stationed in Newcastle West, Co. Limerick. 
     Recently I spoke to Teresa Power, who was eight years of 
age at that time. She remembers very little of the occasion, 
and she can recall standing by the graveside on the day of the 
burial with her father holding her hand.

Thanks to Trevor Short and Peter Lennon, Boyle Station party, 

and also to the county libraries in Leitrim and Roscommon.

TRAGEDY IN BOYLE

RECALLING TALES OF DOUBLE 
TRAGEDY IN BOYLE 
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PATRICK JOSEPH COSTELLO
Woodfield, Barna Road, Galway.
Birthplace: Cloonfad, Tonragee, Co. Mayo.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 15405K
Date of Death: 22 July 2014

Patrick Joseph (P.J.) Costello joined the 
force in 1963.  He served in numerous 
locations within the Galway area, including 
Gort, Ardrahan and Cliften. He retired from 
Mill Street Station Galway City in 1997 
after 34 years’ service.
     P.J. was a proud, hard-working member 
of the force. He also had a great love for 

the GAA and politics. He was adored by 
his family and will be missed by his wife 
Noreen, son Declan and daughter Miriam.
     The family would like to thank all 
members of An Garda Síochána both 
serving and retired who attended P.J’s 
funeral and who sent messages of 
sympathy.

Rodger joined An Garda Síochána in 
November 1952 and on completion of 
training was allocated for a short period 
to Newmarket Station in Dublin.  His next 
posting took him to Kevin Street, Dublin 
and over a span of 32 years at the station 
he made several lifelong friends.
     Rodger was a well-respected member 
of the force and upon his retirement in 
1984 he joined the staff at Caledonian      
Insurance from where he retired in 1995.  
A native Irish speaker, Rodger had a grá for 
Irish music, dance and traditional Irish story 
telling. He was a keen follower of Gaelic 
football and hurling with a good interest in 
many other sports, gardening, the outdoors 
and helping out saving hay and turf in 
Galway. He was above all a dedicated 

husband, father and grandfather.
     Rodger was predeceased by his son 
Seán (1992) and will be sadly missed by his 
wife of 55 years Kathleen, sons Michael, 
Rodger, Colm, Seamus, Ciaran and daughter 
Mairead; brothers Colm & Sean, sisters 
Kathleen & Mary; 16 grandchildren, and 
extended family & friends.
     Kathleen and family wish to thank all 
members of An Garda Siochana, both 
serving and retired, who attended the 
funeral and sent messages of sympathy. 
Special thanks to Fr Joe Kennedy, Garda 
Chaplain, who celebrated the funeral mass 
and was a great support to the family at a 
difficult time.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam.

RODGER FAHERTY
Walkinstown, 
Dublin 12.
Birthplace:  
Doire Locháin Thiar, 
An Spidéal, Co. na Gaillimhe.
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg. No.: 10305E
Date of Death:  
17 August 2014

Tom was born in Rushestown, Newbridge, 
Co Galway in 1941 and ten years later 
moved with his parents to a farm near 
Dunboyne, Co Meath. The Irish Land 
Commission shared a large estate in 
Dunboyne with Tom’s parents and other 
families. This resulted in Tom getting most 
of his education in schools in Dunboyne and 
Maynooth.
     After leaving school he worked a few 
years before joining the Garda Síochána 
in December 1961.  Following training he 
was posted to Blackrock Dublin followed 
by Kill-O- the Grange and later to Dun 
Laoghaire.  His final posting took him to 
Cabra where he served for 23 years until 
he retired in October 1992. His late brother 
Patrick served in Fitzgibbon Street Garda 
Station and the Finger-Print Section at John’s 
Road, Dublin.

     Tom met Máire (née Ward) on his first 
day in Dunboyne National School and a 
few years later they became childhood 
sweet hearts.  Máire qualified as a Nurse, 
got married to Tom in 1964 and they raised 
seven children: Kevin, Annah, Caren, Brian, 
Claire, Eirear and Ailish. 
     Following retirement from the force, 
Tom took-up wood-turning as a hobby and 
made some beautiful items for the local 
community.  He enjoyed going on trips back 
to his native Galway.  Last July, Tom, Máire 
and family were all present for their Golden 
Jubilee Wedding celebrations. He died 
suddenly on 9 October 2014.
     Máire and family wish to thank all 
members who attended his funeral and sent 
messages of sympathy.

May he Rest in Peace.

THOMAS (TOM) A CREHAN
Courtown Park,
Kilcock,
Co. Kildare. 
Birthplace:
Galway.
Rank:  Garda
Reg No.:  14913F
Date of Death: 
9 October 2014

OBITUARIES
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At the relatively young age of 55 years 
retired Garda Marie Joyce lost her hard 
fought battle with cancer.  The second 
eldest of a family of six girls and five boys, 
she was educated at the National School 
and the Brigidine Convent in Mountrath.
     Following this Marie realised her 
childhood ambition when on 29 November 
1978 she reported for training to the 
Garda College at Templemore. Her first 
station was Henry Street, Limerick where 
she was attached to Unit ‘B’.
     Marie’s natural charm and witty 
disposition soon established her as a very 
popular young member. Her captivating 
personality was particularly noticed by 
her unit colleague, Garda P.J. Joyce from 
Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo. They were married 
on 29 January 1982 and were blessed with 
two daughters Ciara and Aideen.
     Having served 14 years in the city 
Marie thought it was time for a change of 
scenery and transferred to Pallasgreen in 
December 1993. After serving for a further 
13 years here she moved to Murroe in July 
2006 and two years later to Cappamore 
where she remained until she retired on 19 

October 2009. 
     Her background and socialising nature 
made the transition to rural life and 
community policing easy for her. Marie’s 
medical condition was diagnose in 2008 
and was a contributing factor in her early 
retirement. Marie passed away peacefully 
on 6 September 2014 in the loving care 
of her family and the staff at Milford Care 
Centre, Castletroy, Limerick.
     P.J., Ciara and Aideen would like 
to thank all those who sympathised 
with them, attended the removal and 
internment. They also wish to thank their 
neighbours and friends who were there to 
help in every way they could and for the 
Guard of Honour provided by serving and 
retired Garda colleagues. 
     The family wish to express a special 
word of thanks to all the staff at Milford 
Care Centre who provided a loving and 
dignified environment for Marie and her 
family throughout her long illness. The 
support from all will be a constant source 
of consolation. 

May she rest in peace.

MARIE JOYCE, (NÉE MOORE)
Madaboy, Murroe,

Co. Limerick.

Birthplace:

Mountrath, Co. Laois.

Rank:  Garda

Reg. No. :  00120A.

Date of Death:  
6 September 2014

Barth was born in Dunmanway, West Cork 
on 7 August 1936. He was the eldest 
of four sons born to Bertie and Nora 
McCarthy. On leaving secondary school 
Barth took up employment with Atkins 
a local hardware store driving a truck 
carrying out deliveries around the county. 
     On 3 April 1959 Barth entered the 
gates of Garda Headquarters in the 
Phoenix Park to join An Garda Siochana. 
Barth gave 34 years of exemplary 
service to An Garda Siochana, serving 
in Thomastown, Graiguenamanagh, 
Waterford before arriving in Clonmel in the 
late sixties where he finished out his service 
in August 1993.
     Barth married his soul mate Eileen 
(Nellie) Breen a native of Gneeveguilla, 
Rathmore, Co. Kerry on 29 January 1963. 
Together they raised six children Gerard, 
Norma, Vincent, Bertie (Garda Lismore), 
Carmel and Claire. Barth was first and 
foremost a family man and adored his ten 
grandchildren.  He was very much involved 
in the local parish of St. Mary’s making 
his annual trip to Lourdes with Nellie each 
year. 

     Barth spent the last two weeks of his 
life at home surrounded by family and 
friends. It was evident to the McCarthy 
family in the last two weeks of Barth’s life 
of how he was regarded in the community 
by the numbers of callers to the family 
home. 
     Barth passed away peacefully in the 
early hours of Sunday 29 June 2014 
surrounded by his loving family. It was 
a great honour for the McCarthy family 
to have in attendance at Barth’s removal 
Uachtarain na hEireann President Of 
Ireland Michael D Higgins. After the funeral 
mass Barth’s remains were shouldered 
by six members in full uniform to his final 
resting place, two of these members 
included his son and nephew Garda 
Damien McCarthy (Ex GRA President).
     The McCarthy family would like to take 
this opportunity to thank both retired and 
serving members of An Garda Siochana in 
the Clonmel and surrounding districts for 
the sympathy shown to them during their 
bereavement.  

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam.

BARTHOLOMEW (BARTH)  

MCCARTHY
Irishtown, 
Clonmel, 

Co.Tipperary.

Birthplace:  
Dunmanway, 

Co. Cork. 

Rank: Garda

Reg No.: 13851G

Date of Death: 
29 June 2014

Síocháin 75



OBITUARIES

Liam, joined An Garda Síochána in July, 
1960.  He received a late call-up notification 
two weeks behind his class-mates to fill a 
vacancy in the class. This resulted in Liam 
carrying the title ‘junior-man’ in the July 
class rather than the ‘senior man’ of the 
September class.
     The July and September recruits found 
themselves on Bye Law duties in Dublin City 
for Christmas period of 1960.  A few days 
into January 1961, the July Class members 
were all allocated to DMA stations. 
Liam went to Irishtown and later joined 
the District Office staff in Donnybrook.  
Promotion to Sergeant took him to Pearse 
Street, followed by Ballyfermot and finally 
to Ronanstown until his retirement in 1997.
     Liam met the love of his life Marie 
(Mary) O’Sullivan from Allihies, West Cork 
and got married in 1971.  They went to 
live in Clane Co.Kildare, where they reared 
a family of four boys, Liam (Junior), Brian, 
John, David and two girls Mary and Clare.  
Their extended family increased over the 
years with the arrival of seven grandsons 
and three grand-daughters.
     Liam was a fanatical Kilkenny supporter 
and rarely missed a match in Croke Park 
when his native county were playing.  If he 

was not inside Croke Park he was on traffic 
duty in the area.  Being from Danesfort he 
could not miss playing hurling with his local 
team as did his brothers Sean and Seamus.  
He was an accomplished member of the 
team and later played with the Garda team 
in Dublin and also with Muin Deargh team, 
which mostly consisted of players from Co. 
Kilkenny. His brother Seamus was a member 
of the Kilkenny minor team that won the All 
Ireland in 1961.
     He was a dedicated gardener and was 
justly proud of his lawns, flower beds and 
vegetable garden.  He was also a keen hill 
walker.  His health deteriorated in recent 
years and he faced his illness with dignity 
and courage, a hallmark of his life. 
     Marie and her family wish to thank all 
members, serving and retired who attended 
the removal and funeral, sent Mass cards or 
messages of sympathy.  A special word of 
thanks to the members of the GSMRA who 
formed a guard of honour in Clane when 
Liams remains arrived at the Church. The 
family also wish to thank their wonderful 
neighbours and friends who helped out 
during Liam’s final days.
                                  
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam.

LIAM (WILLIAM) HANRAHAN

College Road

Clane, Co. Kildare

Birthplace:

Danefort, Co. Kilkenny.

Rank: Sergeant

Reg. No.: 14397K

Date of Death:  2 May 2014

Mary passed away peacefully in the loving 
care of her family and wonderful staff at 
Milford Care Centre, Castletroy, Limerick 
after a long illness. A proud Kerry woman 
she was the eldest of eleven children. Mary 
attended Ardrahan National School and 
Saint Mary’s secondary school in Tralee. 
     She completed a secretarial course 
before joining An Garda Síochána in 
September 1975. On completing training in 
Templemore she was assigned to Edward 
Street station in Limerick. 
     With the exception of six months in 
Castlebar, Mary served all of her 37 years 
in Limerick up to her retirement on 28 
February 2012.  She was joined in the 
Garda by her brother Michael O’Flaherty 
now retired from Askeaton station.
     While serving in Limerick City she met 
the love of her life, now retired Garda John 
Killeen from Galway.  John was the Criminal 
Intelligence Officer for the Division. They 
married in August 1981. 
     Mary spent many years working at 
the Court Records Office at Henry Street 
where she was a most popular and helpful 

colleague. To all who knew her she was 
known as ‘Mary P’.  She was noted for 
her thoroughness in ensuring that files 
were properly prepared for presentation 
in court and was the subject of numerous 
compliments from the courts.
Outside of her work Mary was a devoted 
wife and mother to her husband and three 
children. Her baking and cookery skills were 
widely known and the subject of much 
comment. With her husband, John, she had 
a great interest in sport especially horse 
racing and, of course, when Kerry were 
playing.
     Her funeral was attended by friends and 
colleagues past and present. They were 
joined by members of the judiciary and the 
legal profession all of whom held Mary in 
the highest regard. The huge turnout was a 
source of great consolation and support to 
her husband John, son Brian and daughters 
Claire and Aoife as well as to their son-
in- law Barry and Mary’s mother Eileen. 
Her first grandchild, Daithi, was born very 
shortly after Mary’s passing. 
     John and family wish to thank all 

MARY P. KILLEEN,
Springfield,
Clonlara,

Co. Clare

Birthplace:
Ardrahan, Ardfert, 

Co. Kerry

Rank:  Garda

Reg. No. : 00066C

Date of Death:  13 July 2014
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who sympathised with them, attended 
the funeral, sent messages and cards of 
sympathy. Thanks to the Limerick branch 
GSRMA for providing a guard of honour. A 
special word of thanks to the neighbours 
and friends who helped during Mary’s 
protracted illness. 

     Thanks also to the wonderful staff of 
Milford Care Centre for the love and care 
shown to Mary and the family during a 
difficult time. They are forever grateful. 

May she rest in peace.

Pat joined An Garda Síochána in 1955 
after brief stints with CIE and ESB. He 
made his way from the foothills of the 
‘Paps’ Mountains in East Kerry  by train 
to  ‘The Depot’ in the Phoenix Park.  On 
completion of training Pat served in 
Drogheda for seven years and a short term 
in Letterkenny. Whilst policing Drogheda, 
Pat met his future wife Una. The couple 
transferred to Cashel, Co. Tipperary shortly 
after their wedding in August 1963. 
In Cashel, Pat served as a plain clothes 
Detective until his retirement in 1985.
     Educated in Clonkeen N.S. and St. 
Brendan’s in Killarney, Pat’s devotion to 
all things ‘Kerry’ was fostered from a very 
early age. Outside of shooting and fishing, 
Pat became a lifelong devotee of Gaelic 
Football.  He avidly followed the fortunes 
of the green and gold throughout his life, 
attending Croke Park into his late seventies.  
During his service in
     Drogheda, Pat lined out for Drogheda 
Old Gaels winning county titles in both 
’58 and ’59. Transferring to Tipperary in 
’63 might have brought Pat and Una (a 
Meath woman) closer to the Kingdom but 
this was a move into a hurling heartland. 
However, Pat quickly became involved 
with the Cashel King Cormac’s Club and 
coached and trained from under 12 right 
up to senior level in both hurling and 
football. His involvement in the GAA way 
of life intensified with the arrival of seven 
children.  Sons: Paul, Pat, James (RIP), Sean, 
Donal, Ronan and daughter Majella arrived 
to ensure a busy household 
     All six sons represented Tipperary at 
some level in both codes over the years. 
The highlight for Pat during his King 
Cormac’s career was the 1991 Tipperary 
Senior Hurling title when the club won the 
Dan Breen Cup for the first time. Pat had 
four sons on that panel.
     In 2006 Cashel King Cormac’s made Pat 
an Honorary Life President of the club and 
the Tipperary County Board included him 
as a’ Sean Laochra Gael ‘for his lifelong 

dedication to the GAA in Tipperary. The 
year before he died, Pat had a visit from 
one of his greatest football heroes, Jack 
O’Shea. Suffering from ill-health at the 
time,’ Jocko’s’ visit gave Pat a tremendous 
lift. 
     Pat was a devoted husband and a 
dedicated father. A keen gardener, where 
he loved to spent every spare moment of 
his active life. A pioneer for most of his 
life, Pat’s devotion to the Catholic Church 
was unwavering and Sunday Mass was 
never missed. Pat and Una, celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary in August 
2013.  
     Throughout his long career in the 
Cashel/Cahir District Pat was a well-
respected member of the force.  His 
general approach was always meticulous, 
quietly effective and discrete .His true 
strength was his power of persuasion and 
he firmly believed that prevention was 
better than cure. Pat’s fingerprinting skills 
were well-known to his colleagues in the 
Technical Bureau over the years.  Referred 
to locally as ‘Detective Donoghue’, 
probably down to the fact that the people 
of Cashel had never seen Pat in uniform, 
he won the hearts and minds of the vast 
majority of people. 
     The enormous turnout at Pat’s removal, 
funeral and burial was testament to his 
popularity and the respect he gained in 
his lifetime. Pat’s youngest son Ronan is a 
serving member of the force stationed in 
Kilkenny City.
     Una and family would like to thank 
all members of An Garda Siochana, both 
serving and retired, who attended Pat’s 
funeral and sent messages of sympathy. 
The family would also like to thank the 
people of Cashel and surrounding areas 
for their tremendous goodwill and support 
throughout Pat’s illness.

Ni imithe uainn ata se ach imithe 
romhainn.

PATRICK J. DONOGHUE
Deerpark,  
Cashel, 

Co. Tipperary.

Birthplace: 
Glenflesk, 
Killarney,  

Co. Kerry.

Rank: Detective Garda.

Reg. No: 12987K.

Date of Death: 
23 March 2014.
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Political Manifesto
By Hugh Byrne, Dublin North Branch

I’d like to be a politician,
But I cannot tell a lie,
Not for me in Opposition,
It’s them I must destroy.

But first I have to get your votes,
Sure, I’ll promise you all a rise,
But when I get elected,
I’ll give you a big surprise.

I’ll tax your land,
And tax your beds,
Tax the table,
At which you’re fed.

I’ll tax your pay,
And then your pension,
And your various shades of grey,
Listen up and pay attention.           

I’ll tax your cats, your dogs & cows,
And each and every goat,
I’ll tax your piglets and your sows,
Listen and you’ll hear me gloat.

I’ll increase the tax on every car,
electricity, water and gas,
Perhaps you’ll think it’s a bit bizarre,
When I tax each and every ass.

I’ll tax tobacco, and matches too, 
I’ll tax your every drink,
I’ll tax your visits to the loo,
Put a levy on the kitchen sink.

I’ll put a levy on your possessions,
‘cause I know you wont complain,
Thanks for liking my profession,
And your immunity from financial gain.

And when I have the election won,
It’s then you’ll get to know,
The purpose of my manifesto,
Is to leave you with no dough.

I’ll tax you if you try to dream,
Or wake up feeling sore,

Our Fallen  
Comrades 
By Leo M. Bermingham, Dublin North Branch

Those who will be always young
Whose names spring quickly to the tongue,
They did not seek to make the news
Nor raise their voice to air their views.
They proudly wore that suit of blue
Let us remember them, the few,
They did their duty day by day,
And then came death, their price to pay.
They served with pride, their all they gave,
They were the bravest of the brave.
When winter snows lie on the ground
or daffodils in Spring abound,
When summer suns shine in the sky
or Autumn leaves curl up and die,
Let us never forget Our Fallen Comrades.

And as you rant and try to scream,
I’ll tax you even more.

I’ll put a levy on every grave,
Before and after its filled,
Every one wherein is laid,
The spirits which I’ve killed.

And after you’re gone,
I won’t relax,
It’s time for the final con,
Thanks a lot for the inheritance tax.

If you vote for others, it might be worse,
They’re all in favour of austerity,
You know they don’t give a curse,
Relentless in promoting poverty.

So there it is, my manifesto,
Perhaps you think its hard,
I’ll tell you all before I go,
I can’t return your medical card.

CLARIFICATION ON POEM EDITS
Due to space constraints we were unable to feature the entire poem ‘What Else Do You Do’ by John 
McGonigle, Dublin North Branch, in the Spring issue. The Editorial Board looks forward to receiving 
other poems from John in future issues of ‘Síocháin’.
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GSRMA CERTIFICATES FOR DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

20-YEAR SERVICE CERTIFICATES FOR WEST CORK

Pictured following the presentation of GSRMA Certificates to 
members of Dublin North Branch were: 
Front Row (l-r): Timothy Kelly, Mary Fennelly, Jim Murphy 
(Branch Chairman who made the presentations), Joseph 
McMahon, and Christy Maguire.
Back	Row	(l-r): Michael O’ Connor, Patrick King, Pat 
McKenna, Tom Finucane, Patrick Garvey, and William Hannon.

Jim Murphy, Dublin North Branch chairman (second left), 
presented the GSRMA certificates to Noel Clerkin, John 
Rowland and John Murphy.

Photographs courtesy of Christy Lonergan, Dublin North 

Branch.

Pictured at the presentation of certificates in Skibbereen in July 
2014 were (l-r): Liam Ryan, Con McCarthy, Nancy O’Shea, Pat 
Flaherty, Elizabeth Breen, Pat Finn, Noelle Harrington, Kathleen 
Cleary, Ned Cleary, Declan O’Callaghan, and Pat O’Leary.

Pictured at the presentation of certificates in Clonakilty 
in July 2014 were 
Back	Row	(l-r):	 DJ Murphy, Gabriel Quirke, John 
Mullins, Liam Ryan, Declan O’Callaghan, and Pat 
O’Leary 
Front Row (l-r): Rita O’Donoghue, Roger O’Donoghue, 
and Phil Ward.Photographs courtesy of Liam Ryan, West Cork Branch.

THE TITANIC BELFAST 
EXPERIENCE
Pictured during their visit to Titanic Experience in 
Belfast were (l-r): Matt Givens (Nenagh), Mick Quinn 
(Naas), Aidan Costelloe (Dundalk), Denis Corcoran 
(Meath), Marie Roche (Naas), Peter Kelly (Tullamore), 
Pat O’Brien (Nenagh), Paschal Feeney (General 
Secretary), and Tony Sourke (Dublin West).
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NORTHERN IRELAND VISIT BY 
GSRMA REPRESENTATIVES

IT’S GREAT TO BE REMEMBERED

Courtesy of the Northern Ireland Tourist Board, a number of 
GSRMA representatives made a familiarisation trip to Belfast in 
February. Pictured at the White Star Line as part of the Titanic 
Exhibition were (l-r): Pat Lehane (Killarney), Joe Watkins (Fermoy), 
Mick Nevin (Waterford), John Mullins (Clonakilty), Tim Bowe 
(Cork), Ann Liston (Mallow), Victor Walsh (Rathkeale), Noel 
McCarthy (Portlaoise), Michael O’Hea (Limerick), and Arthur 
O’Hara (Kildare). 

Photo courtesy of Victor Walsh, Rathkeale, Limerick.

Front Row (l-r): Jim Thornton, Tom Butler, Phil O’Connell (wife of Dick O’Connell), 
John Mooney, Gerry Coffey, and John Keany.
Back	Row	(l-r): Jack Christal, Joe Conneely, Michael Conway, Patrick Farrell, Martin 
Purtill, John Garahan, and Sean McConalogue.
Photo courtesy of Peter O’Connor, Dublin West Branch.

Certificates of appreciation 
were presented to 13 retired 
members of the Dublin West 
Branch at a special function 
in the Westmanstown Sports 
Complex in early March. Report 
by Pat Killalea, Dublin West 
Branch.

The recipients of the certificates 
were highly complementary of the 
initiative and on arrival a number 
of them said “it’s great to be 
remembered”. 
     Old acquaintances by 
colleagues were renewed and 
they reminisced heartily about 
their career at various stations 
and positions within An Garda 
Síochána.
     The initial suggestion for the 
presentation of the certificates was by way of a ‘motion’ 
from the Dublin West Branch to the Annual Delegate 
Conference in Sligo in 2013. The contents of the motion 
were that the certificate be presented when a retired 
member would have 20 years membership of the GSRMA.
     The Donegal Branch had an input into the motion, and 
it was remitted to the National Executive of the GSRMA, 
who approved it. It was subsequently implemented as 
Association policy, with the culmination of presentation 
ceremonies in some divisions at the present time. 
     Master of Ceremonies Frank Timoney, Chairman of the 
Dublin West Branch and National Treasurer of the GSRMA, 
gave a very warm welcome to the recipients and family 
members who accompanied them. 
     Guest speaker Gerry Blake, President of the Association, 
spoke eloquently about austerity and its impact on 
pensions of retired people. Gerry also spoke about the 
formation and membership of the recently-formed Alliance 

Group, which is constituted by various associations of 
retired public servants.
     A number of meetings have been held at various 
locations throughout the country; the theme and aim of 
the group is the restoration of pensions to the level before 
the Government implemented austerity. Gerry then made 
the presentation of the framed certificate to each individual 
recipient.
     Refreshments were provided at the venue by the 
branch, while the staff did an excellent job on the catering 
front. Well done to all concerned! At the end of the 
ceremony, a group photograph was taken.
     Then it was time to say farewell at the end of a very 
successful and enjoyable occasion.  There was a tear in an 
odd eye by the recipients and emotional farewells, mostly 
ending in, “it’s great to be remembered”.
     Similar functions will be held by the Dublin West Branch 
to present certificates to other eligible retirees.
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GARRISTOWN SEARCH PARTY - WHO’S WHO?

The Garda Search Party pictured at Garristown, Co. Meath 
in May 1969. There was a substantial armed robbery at 
Dublin Airport and the proceeds were subsequently found 
buried in a field near Garristown. The find was due to all 
of our efforts, but in particular the efforts of Sgt Bill Sloyne 
(front row-eight from left). The search went on for a few 

days. Some of us hoped it would never end. The weather 
was beautiful and the company was good. 
     The group is made up of members from the Louth/
Meath Division, the DMA and the Technical Bureau. I know 
some of the names but could do with help on the others. 
Somebody may be in a position to identify the DMA men.

Front Row (l-r): D/Inspector Dan Murphy, D/Sgt John Courtney, Sgt Kieran McGreedy, McGinley, Unknown, Unknown, 
Christy Dineen, Bill Sloyne, Unknown, Sergeant Maher (Dog Handler), Pat Curtin, Unknown, Unknown, Pat Lambe, 
Michael Fitzgerald, Andy Whelan, Finian Conway.
Back	Row	(l-r): Unknown, Sergeant Jim Ffrence, Lavin, Unknown, Reilly, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, D/Sergeant 
Kevin Tunny (Ballistics), Keating, Unknown, Burke, Unknown, Barry Joy, Unknown, Brendan Keys, Unknown.

Photo courtesy of Michael Fitzgerald, Dublin West Branch.

BOOK REVIEW 

COMIC EXPLOITS OF ‘THE IDEAL GUARD’

The Ideal Guard is the first book by Cyril Meehan, 
wherein he sets out to indeed amuse the reader, but 
he also lets the true life stories do all the work for 
him. He is simply recalling and sharing those many 
moments with us, writes Paschal Feeney, GSRMA 
General Secretary.

A comic novel is usually a work of fiction in which the 
writer seeks to amuse the reader, sometimes with 
subtlety and as part of a carefully-woven narrative, 
sometimes above all other considerations. 
     It’s no secret we love reading stories and tales 
of times past. Here is the ideal opportunity to recap 
events of a similar nature that may have happened 
in our careers, or stories so similar that you feel you 
have walked in those shoes.
     I read this new book ‘The Ideal Guard’ by Cyril 
Meehan and was surprised with the fun, fresh, and 
clever way in which he relays the stories, and there 

are so many.
I had so many laugh-
out-loud moments 
when I recalled the 
characters that were 
perhaps depicted 
in the short snappy 
stories, each with its 
own twist.
     This book would 
make a great 
summer read, sipping 
cocktails, by the pool, 
in the sun, living 
the life and reading 
a hilarious modern 
book.

‘The Ideal Guard’, priced at €12.99, can be 
purchased from Covie Publications & Recordings, 
Sheeaune, Westport, Co. Mayo. The author can also 
supply a copy for €15 (incl. P&P). For more details 
contact Cyril Meehan on 087-0918950.

IN THE FRAME
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ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

* Can you assist with the missing names in some of these photographs?

GARDA WITHOUT HIS TUNIC•	
This photo of Garda Tony Coffey (08953B) was taken when he 
was a Traffic Points Man on Dublin’s College Green in the 1960s.
He was the first Garda to remove his tunic on duty. There was a 
terrible row over this and he was in trouble for some time. The 
authorities subsequently allowed members who were on Traffic 
Point Duty to remove their tunics. In the 1970s all members 
were allowed to do so during the summer months.

Photo and script courtesy of Retired Sgt Philip Coffey, Bridewell, 
Dublin.

25TH	CELEBRATION	OF	AN	TACA	SÍOCHÁNA	IN	•	
1964

These men joined An Taca in 1939 and 1940. They were 
appointed to An Garda Síochána on 1 April 1942 and allocated 
their warrant numbers. Before that they had a number starting 
with T. This is a photo of the organising committee for the 25th 
An Taca celebrations in 1964.
The man in the centre of the middle row is my father, Tony 
Coffey (08953). He gave all his service in Pearse St, before 
retiring from the Juvenile Court in February 1982, still B215. 
The man to his right as you look at the photo is Andy McDyer 
(08963). Ned Garvey (08881) is in the front row, third from left. I 
am not in a position to name the other men.

Photo courtesy of Retired Sgt Philip Coffey, Bridewell, Dublin.

GARDA	TEAM	LIMERICK	COUNTY	FOOTBALL	•	
CHAMPIONS 1958

Front Row (l-r): Andy Scanall, J.J. Masterson, Pat Silke (Capt), Leo 
Brady, Moss Jones, Martin Freeman, Frank Lyons.
Back	Row	(l-r): Leo Duffy, Tim Roach, Liam Egan, Tom Coleman, 
P.J. McDonagh, Paddy Donelan, John Whelan, Jim O’Brien.
*This photo was taken on County Final Day.

Photo courtesy of Tom Coleman, Bruff, Limerick.

LIMERICK/CLARE	DIVISION	RUGBY	TEAM	•	
(CIRCA. 1976/77)

Back	Row	(l-r): Gerry Mahon, John O Mahony, (unknown), 
Charlie McDonnell, Martin Sexton, Gerry Laing, John Rooney 
and Frank Cotter.
Front Row (l-r): Mick O Keeffe, Jim O Donnell, Joe Ward, Jim 
Varley, Martin Walshe, Gerry Ford and Martin Fitzpatrick.
 

Photo courtesy of Charlie McDonnell.
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SHANDON GARDA STATION PARTY•	
This photograph was taken at Shandon Garda Station, Cork City 
around 1952.
Front Row (l-r): Jerry Murphy, Declan O’ Callaghan, Sgt Pat Dillon 
(I/C), Assistant Garda Commissioner, Sgt Joe Moore, James Prior.
Back	Row	(l-r):	Pat Ghent, Tommie O’ Mahony, Detective Bill Soden, 
John Holland, Patrick F. Casey, Eugene Monahan, Pat Donoghue.
 
N.B: The white band around the left cuff of tunic sleeve was worn to 
signify a member was ‘ON Duty’. 

Photo courtesy of the O’Callaghan Family, Clonakilty, Co. Cork.

MARCH 1965 CLASS•	
Front Row (l-r): Brian Duignan, Jim Lehany, Gerry Henry, Eddie Ryan, 
Gerry McCarthy, Garda Brendan Quinn (Drill Instructor), Sergeant 
McGuinness (Police Duty Instructor), Seán Cunningham, Robert 
Gleeson, Gerry Connors, Frank Moran.
Middle Row (l-r): Tom Harding, John Norton, Tom Sullivan, Joe 
Curran, Tom Waters, Frank Considine, Jim Eliffe, Stephen Connors, 
Ray Carr, Michael Keane.
Back	Row	(l-r): Wally Hackett, Michael O’ Sullivan, Joe Delaney, 
Michael Sharkey, John Creagh, Denis Harrington, Tom Merrigan, Mick 
Stankard, Jim Healy, Martin Conneely.

Photo courtesy of Eddie Ryan, Dun Laoghaire Branch.

AUGUST 1965 CLASS•	
Front Row (l-r): Frank Hallinan, Danny Gillespie,  Pat Cully, 
Seán Bowens, Sgt John Galvin, Charlie McGinley, John 
Keating, Tim McCarthy, Michael Bolton, Tom Purcell.
Middle Row (l-r): Paddy Ryan, Dan Kennedy, Larry Ryan, 
Harry Murphy, Brendan Billings, Patrick Boylan, Tom 
Mckeown, Anthony Walsh, Andrew Daly, Andy McSparron, 
Gerry Flanaghan.
Back	Row	(l-r): Pascal Birmingham, Kevin Doyle, Seán 
Carolan, Jim Carty, Paddy Byrne, Mick Bouchier, Tom Maher, 
Michael Burke and John Healy.

Photo courtesy of Gerry Flanagan, Meath Branch, and 
Michael Bouchier, Cork City.

ATHLONE GARDA STATION 1947•	
Front Row (l-r): D/Garda Maguire*, Gardaí Carey, Gallagher, 
Sgt. Lynch, Supt. Devine*, Sgt. Shields, Gardaí Maxwell, 
Hyland and Hoyne (District Clerk).
Back	Row	(l-r): Gardaí Tobin, Golden, Connor, Minogue, 
Gallagher, Moran, Banim, Molloy, Connell and Fahy.

* Supt. Devine (front row) was father-in-law of the late Brian 
Lenihan (Senior).
* D/Garda Maguire had a son elected as an MP for 
Fermanagh/South Tyrone

Photo courtesy of Jim Donohoe, Athlone Branch.
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Reg. 
Number

Status Name Station

22666A Sgt Raymond Gannon Fingerprints
22730G Garda Joseph McDonnell Donnybrook
22512F Garda Andrew Keegan Enniscrone
24034F Insp Derek Gallagher Telecommunications
20732B Sgt Edmund Corry Henry Street
19752A Chief Supt Thomas G Conway Bray
22388C A/Commissioner Thomas Quilter Anglesea Street
24172E Garda David Galvin Thomastown
22719F Sgt Connell Lee Sligo
24176H Garda Michael Grogan Cabinteely
24183M Garda Nicholas Rowe Muinebheag
24175L Garda Anthony Kelly Traffic Dept.
23711F Garda David O’Brien N.B.C.I.
23729K Chief Supt John Galligan Liaison & Protection
21091K Garda Michael McLaughlin Donegal Town
22543F Sgt Declan Devlin S.D.U.
22430H Garda Francis McGowan Ballyconnell
21561K Garda Bernard Thornton Kilmainham
24191A Sgt James Flanagan Mountjoy
22547K Garda Martin O’Shea Ministerial Pool
19717C Garda James Guihan Ministerial Pool
23498B Supt Robert Smyth GNDU
24106G Garda Garrett Cyril Hooper Mallow
21988F Sgt Michael Bennett Summerhill
19783A Supt James Brown Henry Street
00510L Garda Mary Sheridan Ballyshannon
22581K Garda Thomas Egan Birr
22643B Garda John Duffy Ennis
24220K Garda Donal Buckley Naas
22786B Sgt Bernard Gaffney Liaison & Protection
23820A Garda James Boyle Dun Laoghaire
20640G Sgt James Phelan Portlaoise
21648H Sgt William Doyle Wexford
22804D Sgt Gerard Lee Killorglin
22917B Garda Martin Whelan Carlingford
23281E Garda Philip Galvin CAB
23709D Garda Allan Dempsey Dundalk
24174A Garda John Greene Salthill
21833B Garda Anthony Hawe Terenure
22991A Garda John Coakley GNIB 

GARDA RETIREMENTS
Name Station
Joseph Hehir Clare
Esther Cogan Thurles
William Harhen Limerick County
Robert Lally Dublin South
Ivan Fuery Donegal North
Gabriel O’Gara Dublin South
Brendan O’Dwyer Cork West
John Durkan Castlebar
Dermot Brogan Dun Laoghaire
James M Daly Meath
Thomas Conway Bray
Bertie Kelleher Cork West
Trevor D Shaw Dublin South
Fachtna O’Donovan Cork West
John Cecil Gleeson Nenagh
Paul O’Donovan Killarney
Connell Lee Sligo
Tony Kelly Dun Laoghaire
Thomas Boland Dublin South
Michael Hayes Dublin South
John Fahy Monaghan
William Morrissey Dublin South
Carmel Dunlea Ballina
Feargal O’Neill Naas
Philomena Honeyman Ballina
John Gilligan Dublin North
Francis Hobbs Dublin North
Declan Devlin Dublin North
Val Behan Tralee
Garrett Cyril Hooper Mallow
Cyril Meehan Castlebar
Mary J O’Brien Cork West
Mary Corcoran Cork West
John McEvaddy Cork City
John Duffy Clare
James J Phelan Portlaoise
Joe Whelan Dundalk
John Greene Galway
Mick Kilgannon Sligo
Paul Ryan Waterford
Martin Horkan Donegal North
Michael Grogan Dun Laoghaire
John Hargan Dublin North
Colm Duggan Dublin South
Paul Warren Waterford
Tony Quilter Cork City
Anthony Hawe Dublin South
David O’Brien Dublin North
Una Donoghue Clonmel
Leonora Gaule Wexford
Denis F Dwyer Cork West
John Conor Farrell Cork West
Mick O’Connor Portlaoise
Mary Kelly Dublin West
Oliver Goggin Cork West
Albert Kavanagh Dublin North
Christopher Russell Clare
Thomas Dunlea Fermoy
Pat Leahy Naas
Gerard Moroney Dublin West
Brendan O’Sullivan Mallow
Niall Jones Dublin North

NEW MEMBERS
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Denis Hurley (82), member of Limerick City Branch, was presented 
with a GSRMA certificate by Central Committee member Tony 
Kennelly on 26 May.

Nothing.... 
 
Not Production, Not Profit, Not Sales, Not 
Anything.... 
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John Duncan Tullamore 13819C 27/12/2014
John J Potter Dublin South 09280M 22/10/2014
James Moriarty Dublin South 09601F 22/10/2014
Harry O’Grady Meath 09502H 10/02/2015
Nicholas Bridgett Dublin North 09899L 09/03/2015
Brendan (Patrick) Kelly Dublin West 13384A 13/03/2015
John T Whelan Limerick County 16695B 19/03/2015
Malachy MacCarthy Cork West 15012F 19/03/2015
John Maleady Dublin North 14975F 22/03/2015
Vincent Moran Tuam 13105K 11/03/2015
John F O’Donnell Galway 10600C 20/03/2015
James P O’Leary Wexford 14154B 27/03/2015
Dermot Neill Dublin South 20727F 07/03/2015
Maurice Boyle Dublin North 10510D 05/04/2015
Kevin Lynch Clare 20049B 09/04/2015
Michael McInerney Limerick City 15123H 10/04/2015
Sarah Hargadon Donegal North 00170H 02/04/2015
Patrick English Donegal North 09995C 03/05/2015
Charles Gaule Wexford 19250C 10/03/2015
Eamon Moran Dublin South 12893G 06/05/2015
Oliver (Thomas) Gorman Clare 16460G 04/12/2014
Jack O’Gorman Cavan 12774D 11/05/2015
Michael A Conneally Dundalk 09252E 11/05/2015
John (Jack) Marrinan Dublin South 10449C 12/05/2015
Richard A (Dick) O’Connell Dublin West 10966E 14/05/2015

DECEASED MEMBERS

DECEASED WIDOWS
Helen Collins Dublin South 12/02/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Ellen (Nellie) McDonnell Dun Laoghaire 16/02/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Kay Clinton Dublin North 27/02/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Mary P Cullinane Dungarvan 28/02/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Helen Fennessy Dublin West 02/03/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Rita (Margaret) Devane Clonskeagh/Athlone 26/03/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Margaret Millar Dublin South 18/04/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
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Mary Heavey Croom, Limerick Mother of Tony Heavey Dublin South 02/01/2015
John F O’Connor Wexford Town/Ballyhea, Cork Father of Paul O’Connor Kildare North 23/02/2015
Nora Dunleavy Ballinacarrow, Sligo Sister-in-law of Joe Dunleavy Limerick 

County
23/02/2015

Tommy O’Hara Carrickbeg, Carrick-on-Suir, 
Tipperary

Brother of Larry O’Hara Fermoy 24/02/2015

John McDonagh Sallins, Kildare Nephew of Gerry McDonagh Dublin South 12/02/2015
Margaret Scott Louisburgh, Co Mayo Mother of Jim Scott Donegal South 25/02/2015

DECEASED RELATIVES
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Name: 
Address:
Membership No.:
Tel. No.:

Please add €3 per order for postage                                                                                                          TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€20)        Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)               Quantity:
Lapel Pins (€5)                              Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€3)                                                  Quantity:

Mary Heavey Croom, Limerick Mother of Tony Heavey Dublin South 02/01/2015
Betty McNamee Devin Reilly Terrace, 

Monaghan
Wife of Christy McNamee Monaghan 02/03/2015

Michael O’Neill Coolough Road, Menlo, 
Galway City

Brother-in-law of Frank 
Fitzpatrick

Dublin North 13/01/2015

Bernadette Grehan Malahide, Dublin Wife of James Grehan Dublin North 06/03/2015
Orla Quill Killiney, Co Dublin Grand-daughter of Nicky Quill Dun Laoghaire 29/01/2015

Catherine Ludlow Drumconrath, Co. Meath Mother of Kevin Ludlow Templemore 20/03/2015
Kathleen Kelly Lucan, Co Dublin Wife of Thomas J Kelly Dublin West 19/03/2015
Leo Francis Higgins London/Mohill, Co Leitrim Brother of Gerald P Higgins Limerick City 30/01/2015
Catriona McHale Clontarf, Dublin 3 Wife of Patrick (Dan) McHale Dublin North 21/03/2015
Alan Moran Mullingar, Co Westmeath Son of Tom Moran Athlone 26/03/2015
Tom Furey Athlone, Co Westmeath Father of Maeve C Furey Portlaoise 26/03/2015
James Heavin Castleconnell,Limerick/

Artane,Dublin
Brother of Vincent Heavin Monaghan 21/08/2014

Eddie McDermott Raheny, Dublin Grandson of Edward J Grace Dublin North 10/04/2015
Joe Conroy Tiernakill, Maam, Galway Brother of Michael Conroy Galway 10/04/2015
Paddy Ryan Tipperary Town Father of Michael Ryan Cavan 12/04/2015
Colette Griffin  Boyle, Roscommon Wife of Tim Griffin Roscommon 12/04/2015
Hannah Mary Falvey Tralee, Co Kerry Sister of James P Kerins Cork City 16/04/2015
Kathleen McCarthy Douglas, Co Cork/Milltown, 

Co Kerry
Sister of James McCarthy Cork City 16/04/2015

Bridie Harrington Boyle, Roscommon Mother of Oliver Harrington Meath 20/04/2015
Nuala Wilde Wexford Sister of Don Bolger Clonmel 26/04/2015
Liam O’Brien Pouldine, Thurles, Tipperary Brother of Tom O’Brien Limerick 01/05/2015
Bridget Garvey Raheny, Dublin Wife of Pat Garvey Dublin North 02/05/2015
Kathleen Finucane South Circular Road, Dublin Mother of Eddie & Senan 

Finucane
Dublin North & 
South

05/05/2015

Ned Sweeney Kildorrery, Cork Brother of Frank Sweeney Dungarvan 02/04/2015
Margaret O’Flaherty Rathmines, Dublin 6 Wife of Tim (Tadhg) O’Flaherty Dublin South 04/05/2015
Irene O’Malley Raheny, Dublin 5 Wife of Patrick O’Malley Dublin North 14/05/2015
Cathal O’Feinneadha Churchtown, Dublin 14 Brother of Paddy Feeney Dublin West 04/05/2015
Myra Carey Ardfinnan, Clonmel, 

Co. Tipperary
Wife of Retired Chief Supt 
John A. Carey

Clonmel 
Branch 
GSRMA

11/05/2015

Margaret 
(Peig)

Monnelly Durrow, Co. Laois Wife of Retired Sergeant 
Peter Monnelly

Portlaoise 03/03/2014



GARDA TROUT & SALMON ANGLERS 
ASSOCIATION
If you are interested in taking part in the annual 
angling competitions, please take note of the 
following venues and dates:
• Lough Sheelin: 19 August (11am-7pm)
• Lough Owel: 24 September (11am-6pm)
For further details contact Patrick Higgins 
(Honorary Secretary) on 087-2319857

LATE SUMMER HOLIDAY TO GALWAY 
The 4* Galway Bay Hotel in Salthill, is the 
location for the Social Club Late Summer 
Holiday, from Monday 7 to Monday 14 
September. Cost is  €525 pps.  Single room 
supplement of  €15 per night applies. 
     The deal includes seven nights’ B&B and 
evening dinner, as well as two full-day bus tours.  
     A booking fee of €50 per person applies. 
Inquiries and bookings should be made to Helen 
Coakley, 8 Middletown House, Ardamine, Gorey, 
Co. Wexford.  Tel: 053-9485829

NOTICEBOARD 
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AUGUST 1965 – 50TH CLASS 
REUNION
Members of the August 1965 Class are holding 
a 50th Reunion in Wynn’s Hotel, Abbey St, 
Dublin on Tuesday 18 August. If you were a 
member of the class, contact either:
• Michael Bouchier on 086-8520542.
• Gerry Flanagan on 086-8777470.

PEARSE STREET GARDA STATION CELEBRATES 
CENTENARY
2015 marks the centenary of the opening of Pearse 
Street – one of Ireland’s most iconic police stations. 
Opened as part of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, 
Pearse Street Station is now Ireland’s busiest Garda 
Station.
     A full gloss magazine is being produced to 
acknowledge the centenary celebrations. The magazine 
will include a look through the history of Pearse Street 
Garda Station, from its turbulent beginnings to its 
increasing importance in the heart of Dublin.  
     With the approval of District Officer, Supt Joe 
Gannon, Garda Stephen Moore is calling all retired 
members of An Garda Sióchána who have served time 
in Pearse Street to get involved. 
     If you have a story – historical or human interest – 
regarding your time in Pearse Street, you can contact 
Garda Moore by e-mail: pearsestreet100@gmail.com or 

mobile 085-7478153.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL SERVICE – MOUNT ARGUS
The RIC/DMP Commemoration Committee is holding its fourth annual Interdenominational Service in the 
Church of St Paul of the Cross, Mount Argus, on Saturday 29 August at 2.30pm.  
     The service is to honour the members of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and Dublin Metropolitan Police 
who were killed in the conflict in Ireland between 1916 and 1922. All members and friends are welcome to 
attend in particular anyone who had a relative in either force. 
     For further details contact Gerard Lovett, Hon. Sec. RIC/DMP Commemoration Committee by email: 
ricanddmp@gmail.com

WINNER OF ‘DISCOVER NORTHERN 
IRELAND’ COMPETITION 
Congratulations to Kevin O’Malley (20911B) 
Letterkenny, Donegal North Branch, who won the 
competition on behalf of the Northern Ireland 
Tourist Board, which ran in the Spring Issue of 
SIOCHAIN (page 17). The prize is one night’s B&B 
plus dinner at Gillies Bar & Grill, Glagorm Resort & 
Spa, Co. Antrim. Thank you to all GSRMA members 
who entered the competition. 



GARDA BLOOD4LIFE CYCLE

The Irish Blood Transfusion Service has 
joined forces with the emergency services 

as part of their campaign to support blood 
donation awareness this year. This follows 
the success of the Garda Blood4Life 2014 
Cycle, to recruit blood donors and raise 
awareness of the importance of donations 
across every county in Ireland. 

Providing the sweat and the gears – and encouraging 
the general public to provide the blood – a group of 20 

Gardaí undertook a gruelling five-day 1,000 kilometre cycle 
that brought them to each one of the 26 counties around 
Ireland last year.
     The Garda Blood4Life 2014 Cycle was a novel charity 
event that sought to recruit blood donors and to raise 
awareness about the importance of blood donation in 
communities in every county, during its four-day trek (12-16 
May 2014).
     The Blood4Life Cycle initiative was created by Cork City-
based Garda Stephen Roe. In 2005, Stephen’s son Alex was 
diagnosed with leukaemia. Five years of treatment followed 
and during that 
time, it took more 
than 50 blood 
transfusions to 
keep Alex alive. 
     He died on 
31 May 2010, 
aged 21. “Due 
to the regular 
blood transfusions 
– ‘Alex’s Petrol’ 
as we called it, 
because it picked 
him up so much 

– we got five extra years and Alex got to reach his goal of 
celebrating his 21st birthday,” noted his dad Garda Stephen 
Roe.
     “We are forever grateful to the donors who took the 
couple of hours to give blood - and gave Alex extra years,” he 
added.
     The cycle itself, which started in ominous weather 
conditions in Cork at 7am on Monday 12 May, travelled 
through every county over the next five days with various 
events along the way promoting blood donation. The 
weather did improve as the cycle progressed!

MEDIA COVERAGE
The Garda Blood4Life 2014 Cycle received plenty of national 
and local press coverage. During the course of that week, 
Paschal Sheehy, RTE News Correspondent, who joined the 
20-strong contingent of cyclists, updated the ‘Sean O’Rourke 
Show’ on RTE Radio 1, in addition to coverage by numerous 
other media outlets.
     By the end of the week, a jubilant peloton arrived back 
in Cork, having achieved over 2,000 public pledges from 
donations. They raised the need for blood donations to 
many more with over 500,000 Facebook impressions, and 
Re-Tweets from the likes of Stephen Roche during the Giro 
D’Italia launch.

GARDA BLOOD4LIFE CYCLE
BLOOD SWEAT & GEARS

They provided the sweat and gears – and encouraged the general public to provide the blood!  Over �ve days, from May 12 to May 
16, a group of 20 gardaí undertook a gruelling 1,000-kilometre cycle that brought them to each one of the 26 counties. The Garda 
Blood4Life 2014 Cycle was a novel charity event. It wasn’t a fundraiser. Instead, it sought to recruit blood donors and to raise 
awareness about the importance of blood donation in communities in every county.

The Blood4Life Cycle was created by Stephen Roe, a Cork City-based garda. In 2005, Stephen's son Alex was diagnosed with leukae-
mia. Five years of treatment followed. During that time, it took more than 50 blood transfusions to keep Alex alive. He died on May 
31, 2010, aged 21.  “Because of the regular blood transfusions – Alex’s petrol as we called it, because it picked him up so much – we got 5 
extra years and Alex got to reach his goal of celebrating his 21st birthday. We are forever grateful to the donors who took the couple of 
hours to give blood - and gave Alex extra years” – Stephen Roe, Garda and originator of Blood4Life Cycle.

IN TOP GEAR FOR 
BLOOD DONATIONS 
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