
EDITORIAL

We within the Garda Síochána Retired Members 
Association (GSRMA) and the broader Alliance of 

Retired Public Servants, have a common goal. That agenda 
is now clearly set, as is our timeframe. 
     The objective is the restoration of our pensions to pre-
pension reduction scales. 
     From the Taoiseach down, the government is telling 
the nation we have turned the corner, we have weathered 
the storm. Growth within our economy is on the increase, 
Exchequer revenue is on the increase and the future is 
bright.  
     The Government has stated its intention to have the 
next General Election in late April 2016, after the centenary 
celebrations and events of 1916, are out of the way. A 
clear timescale; this timescale could, of course, change 
given unforeseen political circumstances. 
     Our serving colleagues within An Garda Síochána 
and serving people throughout the entire public service, 
likewise have a clear timescale for the restoration of their 
pay scales, which is provided for at Paragraph 2.26 of the 
Haddington Road Agreement. 
     This agreement is due to expire on 30 June 2016. 
Restoration of serving pay scales will commence in two 
equal phases the first nine months after the Agreement 
expires, so that will be 1 April 2017. 
     The second phase of restoration will be a further 
nine months later on 1 February 2018. The Government, 
through the Department of Public Sector Reform, led 
by Minister Howlin, is due to engage with unions and 

representatives to give effect to those provisions. 
     It is the objective of those representatives to abridge 
that timeframe after the expiration of the Haddington Road 
Agreement. 
     However, no such agreement exists with retired 
members of An Garda Síochána, nor does any agreement 
exist with the entire retired public service.  
     Engagement with Minister Howlin and his officials 
has indicated a desire of gradual restoration, at the lower 
end of pensions, post 2016. However, unlike our serving 
colleagues nothing is committed to paper in the form of 
an agreement. Therefore, we find ourselves in the same 
scenario as to when the agreements were applied to us, 
being treated unfairly and unequally. 
     The time for action is now, not after Budget 2016 next 
October. Provision has to be made in the next Budget for 
the immediate restoration of our pensions, which are our 
property rights. We have contributed to our pensions, right 
throughout our working careers.  
     We have nothing to apologise for, those who should 
be apologising are successive governments who have 
squandered your pension contributions, using it to plug 
gaps in current expenditure. 
     Therefore, lobby your local public representatives and 
let them know how unfairly we have been treated. 
     The time for action is NOW and the person to take that 
action is YOU.
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE
There are plans to roll out a training course to up-
skill GSRMA representatives in different regions, in 
order to make better use of local radio to profile the 
association.  
    The Central Committee is currently liaising with 
the Northern Ireland Tourist Board to get advice and 
assistance for GSRMA Branches on planning tours 
to Belfast and Antrim Coast, in order to encourage 
social outings for our members. The committee also 
increased social funding to the branches for 2015.
    The former Great Southern Hotel (the now Malton) 
Killarney is the location for the Annual Delegate 
Meeting (ADM) on 9-10 June. This is the first time to 
hold an ADM at a Munster venue, and the Central 
Committee will hold it over a two-day period. 
    The official opening of the ADM takes place on 
Tuesday evening with the main conference the next 
day. The hall door to the Malton Hotel is within 80 short 
metres from Killarney Railway Station, making it an 
ideal venue for those delegates travelling by train.

Gardaí from the 1944/45 period provide a Guard of Honour for 
Eamon de Valera outside the Great Southern Hotel (now The Malton) 
Killarney. (Left side from steps outwards) Unknown 1-5; 6. Sgt. 
Funcheon. (Right side); 1. Supt Batt Harte, 2 (unknown), 3 
(unknown) 4. Garda Moroney; 5, 6 & 7 - Unknown; 8. Sgt. Bill Byrne. 
Believed to be in the photograph are Gardaí Pat Donoghue and John 
Driscoll, Detective Garda Mick Kelly and Garda Jerry Bergin. (Photo 
courtesy of John Thornhill, Killarney Branch.)

A total of 123 people were welcomed to the 
‘Maple Suite’ at Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork on 
4 December 2014 for the Christmas Lunch, by 
branch chairman John F. Murray. Jim Healy and 
Bernie Feeney entertained everyone with their usual 
songs and jokes. Spot prizes went to Bernie Feeney, 
Tim Beattie, Teresa Brennan, John T. Power, Christy 
Harrington, Margaret Corcoran, Mary Cleary, Nancy 
Hennessy, Mary McLoughlin, Bride Flannery, Bridie 
Tobin, Kay Fitzgerald and P.J. Brennan.
    A number of retired members participated 
with the Cork Garda Choir during the 45-minute 
RTE 1 broadcast of a Garda Commemoration 
Ecumenical Service on Sunday 16 November. 

The 27-member Cork Garda Choir, under musical 
director Marjorie Moran and accompanist Tim Fouhy, 
were outstanding and a credit to An Garda Síochána.  
Leading clergymen were Fr Pat Stevenson (PP) 
Crosshaven, Co. Cork and Rev David Pierpoint, 
Archdeacon of the Church of Ireland. John F. Murray 
represented the Cork City branch of GSRMA.
    There was a huge response to the proposed four-
day bus tour to Belfast and the Antrim Coast from 
24-27 June. Thanks to Kavanagh Travel Urlingford 
who arranged the great itinerary and we were able to 
get a full bus-load for the Northern Ireland Tour.
If you’re interested in the two remaining seats, 
contact Tim Bowe on 087-2209253.

CORK CITy BRANCH

A large number of retired Gardaí and widows attended a mass for 
deceased Gardaí which was celebrated in the chapel of the Presentation 
Convent Bandon, last October. Afterwards there was a social gathering. 
    Over the last six months a number of GSRMA Certificates were 
presented to members who served for 20 years in the association. 
Photographs of the presentations will be published in the Summer 
Síocháin.
    A group of 30 retired members attended a Christmas lunch in the 
Trident Hotel Kinsale on 11 December. After lunch they enjoyed music, 
singing and a few pints.  
    Over 20 members attended the AGM in Clonakilty in February at 
which Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary was the invited guest. 
Officers elected were Liam Ryan (chairman); Pat O’ Leary (secretary); 
Noel Kevane (treasurer); John Mullins (public relations officer); Moss 
Johnson (welfare) and Mags Lordan (widows’ representative.)

CORK WEST BRANCHMULLINGAR BRANCH
Congratulations to GSRMA 

member, Brendon K Colvert, 
Beechlaws, Petitswood, Mullingar, 

following the launch of his excellent 
book on Clonmacnoise. This ancient 
monastery is described as the Univer-
sity City founded on the banks of the 

Shannon by the visionary Saint Ciarán. 
Brendon’s 86-page book traces the 

study of Christianity in the British Isles 
500 after the Resurrection. The book 

published by AuthorHouse UK is avail-
able in hardback, softback and also as 

an e-book.  For further details email 
colvertb@eircom.net
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Annual Mass & Dinner: The annual mass and din-
ner was held in The Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra on 21 
November 2014. Proceedings began with mass 
celebrated by Fr Ralph Egan, with the choir under the 
baton of Nickey Roche while Mick Quinn joined in on 
guitar. 
    Dinner was followed by music and dancing. Firstly, 
Mick Quinn was joined by Maeve Furey and Nickey 
Roche, with everyone joining musicians for the night 
– Marion and Margaret – to get into the festive spirit. 
    The majority of people stayed overnight so it was a 
great chance to make the most of the night. Plenty of 
prizes were won in the raffle. It was a night to remem-
ber and a lovely way to greet the festive season. 
Westport Break: A four-night stay at the Westport 
Woods Hotel starting on 18 May has been arranged. 

The deal includes dinner, B&B, entertainment each 
evening, two day trips, the full use of leisure facilities, 
drinks reception on evening of arrival, coach to and 
from Naas [numbers permitting]. 
    The cost is €250 pps; small single supplement 
fee applies. Book early to avoid disappointment. For 
further details contact Marie Roche on 086-0854654.
Bowling Day: Wednesday mornings are greatly 
looked forward to in Naas as it is bowling day. Come 
and join for some good company and a break from 
routine. You are guaranteed good fun. Don’t forget 
you can bring a friend along also, as all are welcome. 
Web Texts: The web text system can keep branch 
members informed of events and what is happening. 
Make sure we have your up-to-date mobile telephone 
number on our system.

DUBLIN NORTH 
BRANCH

Well done to Matt 
Cosgrave and Noel E 

O’Sullivan who represented 
the GSRMA on ‘Claire Byrne 
Live’ TV Show on Monday 
evening 2 February. The 

show debated the effect that 
the closure of Garda Sta-

tions had on local 
communities countrywide.

Pictured at the Athlone Branch AGM in the Shamrock Lodge Hotel on 3 February 2015:
Back Row (l-r):  John Burke, P.J. Colleran, M. Donnellan, Jack Lynch, John Mulligan, John 
O’Brien, Mick Bohan, Mick Cronin, and Con Moynihan.
Front Row (l-r): P.J. Lenihan, Mary O’Connor, Mick Thomas, Paschal Feeney (General 
Secretary), Jim Donohue and Mick Egan.(Photo courtesy of Theo Hanley, Athlone Branch.

DUBLIN SOUTH 
BRANCH
The article ‘Remembering the 
Tallest Garda’ which featured 
in the Winter 2014 issue of 
‘Síocháin’ brought back mem-
ories for Michael J. Leenane 
[13657C], from Terryglass, 
Nenagh, who joined the force 
in October 1958.
    The maximum height of 
the measuring stick used at 
the Garda Depot was 6’- 6”. 
So with a height of 6’-7” it 
could not accommodate him. 
Michael served in Pearse 
Street for a number of years 
and retired from the Bridewell 
on 2 January 1989. 

LIMERICK CITy BRANCH
A total of 33 retired members 
assembled at Limerick’s 
Strand Hotel for the AGM on 
3 February 2015. The outgoing 
committee were thanked for the 
excellent work done over the 
last three years. The Central 
Committee was represented by 
Tony Kennelly and Tim Bowe. 
The newly-elected officers were 
Michael O’ Riordan (Chairman); 
Pat Connolly (Sec.) and Senan 
O’Sullivan (Treasurer).

Members of the Limerick Branch Committee:
Front Row (l-r): Senan O’ Sullivan (Treasurer), 
Michael O’ Riordan (Chairman), Pat Connolly 
(Secretary) and Mick O’Keeffe. 
Back Row (l-r): Tony Kennelly, Tim Casey, Cyril 
Ryan, John Murphy, Pat O’ Boyle and Seán 
Brenna. (Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork.)

NAAS BRANCH

ATHLONE BRANCH
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The Editorial Board is interested in receiving entries 
for the short story competition with a prize of €50 
in each issue. Entries should be submitted to The 
Editor, Síocháin, GSRMA House, No. 5 Harrington 
Street, Dublin 8, and must meet the following criteria 
for submitting articles and photographs.

Articles: Ideally, typed articles should be submit-
ted by e-mail or post. A maximum 1,800 word count 
applies, to allow for photographs to enhance the 
story. Articles of interest to readers of Síocháin could 
include sport, hobbies, athletics, etc.

Photographs: Email images (preferably in jpeg 
format) to gensec@gardaretired.com. Don’t write 
on the back of the original photo, but attach a 
separate note and list the people in order of left to 
right.

GARDA RETIRED WEBSITE
Over 2,100 Retired members have now registered 

for a username and password to access the 
‘Members Area’ of www.gardaretired.com where 

they can download back issues of Síocháin 
magazine, find details of branch secretaries, and 

read all news items.
    A number of organisations have provided 

‘sponsored-post news blogs’, to advertise vacant 
positions suitable for retired members or hotels 

offering special discounts. The website is updated 
daily with current news items of interest to the 

Garda Retired sector. 
Congratulations to Patrick Corcoran, Maynooth, 

Co. Kildare - winner of €50 in the Spring web draw.

THREE MOBILE PHONE AFFINITy OFFER
To date over 350 members have availed of an ex-
clusive ‘Three’ mobile deal for the GSRMA and fam-
ily members. This special ‘Three’ deal has two tariff 
options – Talk and Text – with a monthly cost of 
€16.61 including VAT.  It includes the following:

All national landline calls.• 
All Northern Ireland landline calls dialling the • 
prefix 048.
All Republic of Ireland mobile network calls.• 
All ROI SMS texts to all Republic of Ireland • 
mobile networks.• 

The Smarthphone option (monthly cost of €28.91 
including VAT) in-
cludes all:

National calls; • 
Northern Ireland 
landline calls 
(dialling prefix 
048); Republic 
of Ireland mobile 
network calls; ROI 
SMS texts to all 
Republic of Ireland 
mobile networks; 
and  
1 GB of data.

Visit www.gardare-
tired.com to find the ‘Three’ Blog and click on the 
link for ‘Three’ mobile phone offer.

HALLIGAN INSURANCES HOME & CAR 
INSURANCE SCHEME
Halligan Insurances, 16-17 Lower O’Connell Street, 
Dublin 1 (01-8797100) continues to offer profession-
al advice, personal service and a special discount to 
all GSRMA members and their families on home and 
car insurance policies. For details visit the Halligan 
Insurance portal on www.gardaretired.com for an 
instant no-obligation home insurance quotation.

SHORT STORy COMPETITION

JOB LIAISON CONSULTANT APPOINTED
Bryan Hoey, GSRMA Job Liaison, is available 
at GSRMA House on the last Thursday of each 
month (from 10.30 am) to assist members with the 
preparation of CV presentations and interview skill 
technique for post service employment. Contact 
him directly on 01-8337331 or 085-1091644. To 
reserve an appointment, contact GSRMA House at 
01-4781525 or email info@gardaretired.com

ASSOCIATION NEWS



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI)
The Freedom of Information Act 2014, which came into 
effect on 14 October 2014, first appeared on our statute 
books in 1998. Originally the legislation only applied to 
government departments, and later it applied to the Heath 
Service Executive (known then as Heath Boards) and local 
authorities.
     Over the years it became applicable to a large number 
of other bodies including third level educational institutions 
(if publicly funded); most non-commercial State bodies, 
voluntary hospitals and some of the large voluntary health 
service providers.
     The 2014 Act repeals the previous Freedom of 
Information legislation. Any actions which were initiated 
under the previous legislation – the 1997 Act and the 
Information (Amendment) Act 2003 – will continue to be 
dealt with under that legislation.
     A Code of Practice, published by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, aims to ensure consistent 
standards across all the public bodies concerned. It covers 
issues such as record management and training in dealing 
with FOI requests. 
     It also encourages public bodies to make routine 
information more easily available and to proactively publish 
information so that the need for requests under FOI is 
reduced. These are all set out on www.foi.gov.ie  The main 
aspects of FOI remain in place. You have the right to access 
records held by all public bodies which are subject to FOI, 
with some exceptions. 

Access to records may be refused for a wide range of 
reasons; such as, if:

Personal information is contained about another person.                                                                                             •	
Information is given in confidence.•	
It relates to government meetings, the courts, law •	
enforcement, security, research and natural resources.        
It relates to the financial interests of the State.                                                                                        •	
It relates to the deliberations of a public body.                                                                                                    •	
It is commercially sensitive.                                                                                                                                       •	
 It is such that its disclosure is prohibited by another 
law.

However, you have the right to access your own personal 
information and, if it is incomplete, incorrect or misleading, 
you are entitled to have it amended. If you are affected 
by an act of an FOI body you are entitled to be given the 
reasons for the act and any findings on any material issues 
of fact made for the purposes of the act.
     Public bodies must publish information about their 
activities (the exact requirements here have changed 
significantly). Each public body must have a person 
appointed to deal with FOI requests and must have an 
internal review process in place. 
     You may appeal to the Information Commissioner if you 
are refused access to records; the Information Commissioner 
has a new power to apply to the Courts to require an 
FOI body to comply with the Information Commissioner’s 
decision. 
     The list of exemptions is extensive and wide ranging. 
These can be found on www.foi.gov.ie or contact the 
FOI Central Policy Unit, Department of Public Expenditure 

IN-HOUSE REPORT
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Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General 
Secretary, outlines the main aspects 
of the new Freedom of Information 
Act 2014, the terms and conditions of 
private healthcare insurance under the 
Lifetime Community Rating initiative, 
main changes in the Universal Social 
Charge rates, legislative changes to credit 
union accounts, plus details on travel 
insurance, web-texting and social media 
for members. 
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and Reform, Floor 3, 7-9 Merrion Row, Dublin 2. Tel: 01-
6318258; email: cpu@per.gov.ie
     There are no fees for personal information. The 2014 Act 
provides for the abolition of the €15 application fee which 
applied to non-personal information; this came into effect 
on 14 October 2014. New arrangements for fees are set out 
in SI 531/2014.  For non-personal information, the fees to 
be charged are as follows:

The search and retrieval fee is €20 per hour (it was •	
€20.95) There is a charge of four cent per page of 
photocopying; €10 for CD and €6 for an x-ray. There is 
a minimum threshold of €101 below which no search 
retrieval and copying fees can be charged. Once the 
charge reaches €101, full fees apply.
There is a cap of €500 on the fees that can be charged•	
There is a further upper limit of €700 on estimated •	
fees; an FOI body can refuse to process a request which 
would incur fees more than this, unless the requester is 
prepared to refine the request to bring the fees below 
the limit.
The fee for an internal review by the body is €30 (€10 •	
for medical card holders and their dependents).
The fee for appeals to the Information Commissioner is •	
€50 (€15 for medical card holders and their dependents.

This is but a brief synopsis of the new Freedom of 
Information Act 2014.

LIFETIME COMMUNITY RATING (LCR)
What principles currently underpin the private 1. 
health insurance market? In Ireland, everybody is 
charged the same premium for a particular health 

insurance plan, irrespective of their age, gender and the 
current or likely future state of their health. This is called 
community rating. 
What is Lifetime Community Rating (LCR)? 2. Under 
LCR, community rating is modified to reflect the age at 
which a person takes out private health insurance. Late 
entry loadings are applied to the premiums of those 
who join the health insurance market at age 35 or over. 
If you take out private health insurance earlier in life, 
and retain it, you will pay lower premiums compared to 
someone who joins when they are older. 
Why is this initiative needed? 3. The primary purpose 
of introducing LCR is to encourage people to purchase 
health insurance at a younger age. Encouraging more 
people to join the market at younger ages helps spread 
the costs of older and less healthy people across the 
market, helping to support affordable premium levels 
for all. 
Who will pay lifetime community rating loadings?4.  
Age at entry loadings will apply on health insurance 
policies written from the 1 May 2015. From this date, 
anyone who takes out private health insurance at age 
35 or over, and who do not have qualifying periods of 
credit, will pay a loading. 
     The level of loading will depend on the age at 
which the person takes out private health insurance. 
There is a grace period up to 30 April 2015 prior to the 
introduction of loadings during which individuals of 
any age can purchase private health insurance without 
incurring loadings. Following expiry of the grace period, 
the only way to avoid paying late entry loadings is to 
take out private health insurance before reaching 35. 

Síocháin 11



How are the loadings calculated?1.  From 1 May 2015, 
if you purchase a private health insurance policy for the 
first time at the age of 35 or older you will pay a two 
per cent loading on top of your premium for every year 
you are aged over 34. For example, if you take out a 
private health insurance policy for the first time at the 
age of 40 you will pay 12 per cent more than someone 
who took out their cover before the grace period 
expired. 
Are there any exemptions from lifetime community 2. 
rating loading? Yes. Everyone who has health 
insurance at the end of the grace period (30 April 2015) 
will be assumed to have a continuous period of cover 
and, therefore, no LCR loadings will apply. In addition, 
the Regulations set out the circumstances when age-at-
entry loadings can be reduced, where the customer has 
a qualifying credited period. 
     A credited period can apply where individuals 
previously had health insurance. In addition, provision 
is made for a credited period (in total not exceeding 
three years) for individuals who previously had health 
insurance cover, but who stopped their cover since 1 
January 2008 because of unemployment. 
If I had private health insurance previously, but let 3. 
it lapse, do I still have to pay the loadings? Yes, but 
the level of loading will be reduced by the number of 
previous years health insurance cover. 
Will my age affect my health insurance premium? 4. 
Yes. If you take out private health insurance on or 
before the 30 April 2015, you will pay no loading. After 
1 May 2015 if you are under 35 years of age you will 
pay no loading. However, if you are aged 35 or over, 
or have a break in cover in excess of 13 weeks, you will 
incur a two per cent loading per year on top of your 
premium. 
Will I have to pay a loading for the rest of my life if 5. 
I continue to maintain my private health insurance 
cover? Yes. The loading that applies when a person 
purchases private health insurance after 1 May 2015 
will apply in subsequent years, until Universal Health 
Insurance is in place. 
Why is LCR being introduced from age 35 rather 6. 
than a younger or older age? 35 is considered to be 
an appropriate age to allow young people sufficient 
time to complete education and to achieve secure 
employment for a number of years. 
Why is the rate of loading set at two per cent?7.  The 
method used to calculate the rate of loadings is based 
on an assessment across all ages in the market. Two per 
cent per year is considered to be a reasonable rate of 
increase, without being overly punitive. 
Will my health insurance cover be taken into 8. 
account under Universal Health Insurance? LCR 
relates only to the current voluntary PHI system and 
will not apply when we move to compulsory health 
insurance (under UHI). 

What is the maximum loading that will apply?9.  The 
maximum loading that can apply is 70 per cent of the 
total premium. A loading of 70 per cent will only arise 
on very rare occasions, where a person aged 69 or older 
is purchasing private health insurance for the first time. 
Why should persons in older age brackets taking 10. 
out private health insurance for the first time 
be penalised with a 70 per cent loading? The 
method used to calculate the rate of loadings is based 
on an assessment across all ages in the market. The 
loadings increase with age reflecting the higher claims 
experience in older age groups. 
     People who take out private health insurance at 
an early age will have contributed towards the costs 
of older and less healthy people all of their lives. If 
the loadings did not apply to older persons, the rate 
of loading for young persons would be far higher, 
be disproportionate and end up being a financial 
disincentive. 
     There is a window, before the application of late 
entry loadings, allowing all customers (including those 
in the older age bracket) to enter the health insurance 
market without incurring a loading. For those who 
enter the market after the grace period has expired, 
other measures will be introduced to help them. At the 
moment, waiting periods increase with age. 
     The Minister intends to equalise the waiting 
periods to be served for all to a 26-week initial waiting 
period and five years for a pre-existing condition 
that commences before a person buys private health 
insurance. (At present, for a person aged 65 or over 
who takes out health insurance for the first time, an 
initial waiting period of 104 weeks and 10 years for pre-
existing illnesses may be applied). 
Can an insurer make an exemption for me from 11. 
the LCR loading? The application of loadings will be 
mandatory and cannot be waived by an insurer. 
What happens if I switch from one insurer to 12. 
another? Switching from one insurer to another, 
or from one policy to another, does not affect the 
applicable loading. Loadings, if any, will continue to 
apply and insurers are required to supply each other 
with proof of an individual’s prior cover. 
Will the level of the loading be reviewed 13. 
periodically and if so when? The Health Insurance 
Authority will carry out a review of the operation of LCR 
after a two-year period.
Can I drop my private health insurance cover for 14. 
a period of time? Periods of up to 13 weeks without 
cover will be allowed without affecting your loading. 
I cannot afford private health insurance; will 15. 
loadings apply to me in the future? Private health 
insurance is optional. All residents are entitled, subject 
to certain charges, to receive public in-patient and out-
patient hospital services. This means that you do not 
have to take out private health insurance in order to 
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have access to high quality hospital services.1. 
     People who cannot afford the premiums for private 
health insurance, or who do not wish to take out private 
health insurance for any other reason, continue to have 
the same entitlement to services in the public hospital 
system on the basis of clinical need. 
(Please note: These rules apply to St Paul’s Garda 
Medical Aid Society members)

UNIVERSAL SOCIAL CHARGE (USC)
There have been a number of changes in the Universal Social 
Charge (USC) rates. The main changes are that exemption 
limit is increased; the rates of USC are reduced for incomes 
under €70,044, and are increased for incomes above that 
limit. To capture those changes here’s an outline of how 
USC applied in the year 2014 and how it applies in 2015:

2014
If your income is less than €10,036, you did not pay any 
USC, in respect of income in excess of that level, you paid 
USC on all, your assessable income at the following rates:
Income up to €10,036   2%
Over €10,036 and up to €16,016  4%
Over €16,016    7%
Self-employed income over €100K  10%

If you were 70 years or over in 2014 or if you had a medical 
card (a full medical card and not simply a GP card) you pay 
the 4% rate on all income above €10,036, if you have an 
assessable income of €60,000 or less.

2015
The main changes for 2015 are:
If your income is €12,012 or less, you will not pay any USC. 

If your income is above €12,012 you pay USC on all your 
assessable income at the following rates:
Income up to €12,012   1.5%
Over €12,012 and up to €17,756  3.5%
Over €17,756 and up to €70,044  7%
Over €70,044 and up to €100,000  8%
Self-employed income over €100,000 11%

If you are 70 years or over in 2015 or if you had a medical 
card (a full medical card and not simply a GP card) you pay 
the 3.5% rate on all income above €12,012 if you have an 
assessable income of €60,000 or less. Income from social 
welfare payments is not included in the income which is 
assessable for USC.
     It is extremely important you ensure that Revenue is aware 
of your date of birth (DOB), especially if 70 years or over, or 
the threshold of reaching 70 years. Revenue is not aware 
of each individual’s DOB, so to receive your correct credits 
ensure they have your date of birth.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
The Garda Travel Club may be of interest to retired colleagues 
who have a pre-existing medical condition and seeking travel 
insurance. Membership of the Garda Travel Club will entitle 
you, your spouse/partner to unlimited worldwide multi-trip 
travel cover for up to 45 days (if over 69 years, the 31 days 
limit applies) maximum on any one trip. Members aged 80 
or over must call the Garda Travel Club to arrange their cover 
prior to booking each trip.
     Holiday Travel Club members with a pre-existing medical 
condition DO NOT have to call ‘Health-Check’ but instead 
their GP must complete a declaration form on the back of the 
insurance policy booklet prior to booking, stating you are fit 
to travel.  If this declaration form is completed and signed by 
the GP, then the member can make the holiday booking and 
travel with peace of mind.
     Membership of the Garda Travel Club for retired Gardaí 
costs €13.06 per month. For further details contact the 
Manager, Garda Travel Club, Phibsboro Tower, Dublin 7. Tel: 
01-8822500.

GARDA CATHOLIC OBSEQUIES
For further details in relation to Garda Catholic Obsequies 
(Dublin) contact Sgt Gerry O’Neill, District Office, Mountjoy 
Garda Station, North Circular Road, Dublin. 7. Tel: 01-
6668678; email: mountjoy.districtoffice@garda.ie

CREDIT UNION LEGISLATIVE CHANGES
Like our Garda Credit Unions – St Raphael’s and St Paul’s – all 
credit union members have been shocked by the new rules 
that will hit members with tax for the first time on accounts 
that were previously exempt. Under the new regulations 
introduced in 2014 tax will be imposed on two types of credit 
union savings, and up to now these accounts did not have 
DIRT tax.
     These are now coming to light as credit unions throughout 
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A TRIP TO NORTHERN IRELAND!!!  
WIN

To be in with a chance of winning please email your Name, Address and Contact telephone 
number to infodublin@nitb.com>

1 Night B&B plus 1 Dinner at Gillies Bar & Grill , Glagorm Resort & Spa, Co. Antrim

Terms & Conditions: Entrants must be over 18. Closing date for receipt of entries is 30/04/15. Travel is the winner’s own responsibility, 
 as is any item, service, or cost not expressly stated to be included in the prize. Prize must be taken  before 30/09/15. 
See www.discovernorthernireland.com/Competition-Terms-and-Conditions-A2778 for full T&Cs.

For more information on group trips visit www.discovernorthernireland.com/groupsandschools

the country prepare to pay their annual dividend. This move is 
set to bring thousands of credit union savers into the tax net 
this year. So far the League of Credit Unions has no figures on 
the numbers impacted. The new provisions were announced 
in Budget 2014, but are now only to coming to the surface.
     DIRT tax is now 41 per cent, having doubled since 2008. 
Some people are due to pay pay-related social insurance 
(PRSI) of another four per cent on top of this, after yet 
another change that has come about this year. 
     Regular share accounts in credit unions have been 
subjected to DIRT since the start of this year. 
     Special term accounts opened after 15 October 2013 
lost their exemption from DIRT. This is not confined to credit 
unions alone as the banks and An Post are likewise affected 
by the new and revised regulations. 
     A disturbing fact is that people who do not have enough 
income to pay income tax (or pay tax at a very low rate) will 
now have to pay this tax on modest and hard earned savings. 
     So, members who have battled through many years of 
austerity and have accumulated small amounts are to be hard 
hit, by yet another severe government intervention by way of 
extra taxation.
     It is estimated that revenue generated from DIRT this year 
will exceed €600m. 

     Members who are over 65 years and whose income is 
below certain limits can qualify for a DIRT exemption on any 
savings account with any institution (including a credit union). 
That income limit at present is €36,000 per couple.

WEB-TEXTING
Web-texting is proving extremely popular with our members. 
Introduced in late 2014, almost 49,000 web-texts have been 
sent from GSRMA House to our members.  So far in 2015 it 
continues to gain in popularity. 
     Are you included in that group? If not, notify your mobile 
number to your Branch Secretary or email info@gardaretired.
com. Perhaps you have changed your mobile telephone 
number and did not notify us of that change. Act now to be 
in the loop. Information is the life blood of any organisation.

SOCIAL MEDIA
GSRMA is making huge new initiatives in terms of social 
media, such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. We fully 
accept that this is not everyone’s cup of tea or the way to 
do business, but Central Committee has given approval for 
the launch of such initiatives and we will have more news in 
next issue in this regard. The world moves on and we cannot 
stand still!



GRATITUDE FOR GSRMA ASSISTANCE

Dear Sir,

In early January 2015, I received a mass card and a 
GSRMA sympathy card from the Cork City Branch, 
following the death in December 2014 of my bellowed 
wife, Aileen. 

Details of my entitlements from the Garda Benevolent 
Trust Fund were enclosed. I was a ‘Life’ member of the 
GSRMA but had forgotten all about it. I wish to thank the 
GSRMA for their assistance.

Best Wishes,
Maurice Caulfield 
Crosshaven, Co. Cork.

Letters to the 
                Editor

CENTENARIAN FEATURED IN 
‘SIOCHAIN’ SUMMER 2010

Dear Sir,

I am writing to inform you that my 
mother Mary Butler died on 2 March 
2014 in her 104th year. She was the 
widow of the late Joseph Butler of 
the Transport Division, Garda Depot, 
Phoenix Park, Dublin, who pre-
deceased her in 1976.

On her 100th birthday she featured in 
your Síocháin Summer 2010 issue. 
She always enjoyed receiving your 
magazine, which kept her up-to-date 
with all the goings and comings.

Best Wishes,
Bernadette Butler
Drimnagh, Dublin 12.

WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A WAY!

Dear Sir,

The check-list ‘Death of a Retired Member – What to Do’ on the 
website is very useful and is very clear. At the very least members 
should print it off and leave it available to the family so that they can 
follow up. 

I suspect very many families would know very little about any of the 
information listed. Well done and thank you.

However, may I, with respect, point out one thing that may need to 
be updated. The address given for the Catholic Obsequies, Sgt Gerry 
O’Neill’s address is Fitzgibbon Street, which is no longer a Garda 
Station. He is now based at Mountjoy Garda Station, North Circular 
Road, Dublin 7.

Would you also perhaps include some information on the importance 
of making a will and how to go about it?

Best Wishes,
Peter Fitzgerald
Dun-Laoghaire. Co. Dublin.

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
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CORRECT NAME ON CAPTION

Dear Sir,
 
A handball photograph was published in the 
Summer 2014 (page 85) and the Autumn 
2014 (page 77) issues of Síocháin.  I wish to 
clarify that ‘Con McGrath, Kanturk’ should 
have read, ‘Jim McGrath, Kanturk’ my late 
husband, who is deceased since 28 January 
2002 RIP.
 
Yours sincerely,
Annie McGrath 
Banteer, Co. Cork.



This new loan rate has a simplified Loan Application 
Procedure. As your loan is covered by your shares for 

the life of the loan you will not have to provide the same 
level of supporting documentation as required with a 
regular loan application, all we require with the application 
is evidence of income which is pay/pension slips.

Advantages:
Your savings in St Paul’s remain intact so you are not in 1. 
danger of a potential loss of insurance cover on your 
shares as may occur with a share withdrawal.
Your loan is insured as we provide free life and disabil-2. 
ity isurance on loans.  This, in effect, means that your 
loans are cleared in full on death, up to 85 years of 
age. (Terms and Conditions apply). 
The Simplified Application Procedure makes the whole 3. 
process quicker and simpler for you.

If you are not in a position to avail of this rate bear in mind 
our other fantastic rates.

CAR LOAN RATE
The St Paul’s 4.9% (5% APR)* car loan rate is probably the 
cheapest car loan rate available to members anywhere.  
     St Paul’s gave a loan interest rebate of 5% in 2014 
which further reduced its effective APR to 4.75%.
     St Paul’s loans are not Hire Purchase (HP) agreements or 
Personal Contract Plans (PCP), there are no balloon pay-
ments, there are no gimmicks and you own the car from 
the outset.  If you opt for a HP Agreement or PCP, which 
are popular finance methods with motor dealers, you do 
not own the car until the last repayment. With this loan 

you can get up to 
€400 cashback if you 
purchase a new Ford 
or Hyundai!

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
LOAN
Home improvement 
loans are available 
from St Paul’s at 
5.5% (5.65% APR)* 
for a period of up to 
10 years. The loan interest rebate of 5% in 2014 further 
reduced its effective APR to less than 5.4%. Given the 
added value of the Home Renovation Tax Incentive Scheme 
(HRI) introduced in the 2014 Budget, now is the ideal time 
to make a start on those home improvements.
     Under the scheme, homeowners can claim additional 
income tax credits of between €595 and €4,050 on 
qualifying work on their home.  Meanwhile €34,050 worth 
of home improvements, inclusive of VAT, entitles you to the 
maximum tax credits of €4,050. For more information go 
to www.revenue.ie 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Your family members can also benefit from our competitive 
loan rates and services. Membership of St Paul’s might be 
the best gift you ever give them. So if they are not already 
members, why not get them to join now?

Call 021-4313355; email enquiries@stpaulscu.ie or visit  
www.stpaulscu.ie

NEW 3.9% (3.97% APR)* 
SHARE  GUARANTEED  

LOAN RATE
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union has recently launched a new special Share Guaranteed Loan Rate 
of 3.9% (3.97% APR)* for members who can guarantee the loan with their shares. You must 
maintain a share balance greater than your guaranteed loan for the life of the loan.

Loan Type Interest Rate Amount Duration Weekly Amount Total Payable

Share Guaranteed 3.9%  (3.97% APR) €3,000 3 years €20.38 €3,179.42

Car 4.9% (5.0% APR) €5,000 5 Years €21.68 €5,637.55

Home Improvement 5.5% (5.65% APR) €15,000 10 years €37.38 €19,510.94

*Typical Cost of Finance

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd, Registered Office: Boreenmanna Road, Cork is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 

Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St 
Paul’s Garda Credit Union.

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION LTD

Síocháin 21



We have all become familiar with medical insurers cut-
ting back on cover. Often, we only realise this when 

we have a claim. 
     Many GSRMA members have cover with St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union, which has an excellent record of care to its 
customers. But even St Paul’s is not able to cover all the 
expenses associated with medical care. 
     Other insurers frequently alter the items of cover in 
various plans and the outpatient type of cover is usually the 
most vulnerable to cutbacks. 

ROUTINE EXPENSES
Members will be familiar with routine hospital, doctors and 
chemists bills. Any balance not paid for by medical insur-
ance can be claimed from Revenue. The relief will be paid 
at 20 per cent of the out-of-pocket amount (Cost of treat-
ment less any insurance).

LESS USUAL EXPENSES
There is tax relief for some less obvious expenses, such as:

TAXATION MATTERS

SOME WELCOME 
RELIEF FOR 
MEDICAL EXPENSES
With rising health insurance premiums and 
varying levels of cover, many of us are left 
with hefty bills after needing medical care, 
whether we are insured or not. Tax advisor 
Mary Farrell looks at how such expenses 
can be cut back by availing of the tax 
reliefs on offer.

Diabetic and coeliac diet
If you have been advised by your doctor to purchase dia-
betic products as part of your diet, the cost of these prod-
ucts is allowable. The cost of gluten-free foods manufac-
tured specifically for coeliacs is an allowable expense also. 
A letter from a doctor stating that the individual in respect 
of whom the claim is made has the condition and that the 
products are purchased on the advice of the doctor is ac-
ceptable. 
     If receipts are requested, in addition to those for drugs 
and medicines, receipts from shops and supermarkets, in 
respect of gluten-free food or diabetic appropriate products 
manufactured specifically for diabetic or coeliac patients, 
are also satisfactory.

Supply, maintenance or repair of medical, surgical, 
dental or nursing appliances
The list of appliances which qualify for relief is broader 
than might be supposed. In all of these a medical practi-
tioner must certify that they are required and must state 
the nature of the illness it is designed to treat, alleviate or 
prevent. 
     Some are obvious – for example a wheel chair – but 
others are less so. The items below are those where there 
are Revenue precedents for allowing a claim:

Orthopaedic bed or chair•	  – Where there is a spe-
cific illness or disability and a practitioner certifies it is 
needed.
Exercise bicycle •	 – Where there is a specific illness or 
disability and a practitioner certifies it is needed.
Hearing aid•	  – As above on certification. This was for-
merly disallowable but has now been conceded.

In all cases, as well as the practitioner’s certificate, the 
receipt must be available. If you have bought any of these 
on medical advice since 1 January 2011 you should get the 
receipt and the certificate from your practitioner and lodge 
the claim.

Other medical, surgical, dental or nursing appliances
Medical care moves on and patients are now routinely 
required to carry out certain functions themselves, such as 
testing blood pressure and checking blood sugar levels. Al-
though these items are not listed as precedent items, which 
should not prevent you from claiming and seeing what the 
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response of Revenue is in the matter.
     The reason I suggest this is that the definition of health 
care is actually very wide and includes the prevention, 
diagnosis, alleviation or treatment of an ailment, an injury, 
a defect, a disability or an infirmity.

Dental treatment
In the past relief for dental treatment was very restrictive. 
But as dental medicine has moved on more and more pro-
cedures are allowable. The extraction, filling and cleaning 
of teeth are out as is non fixed dentures.
     However, the list of treatments which are eligible as 
non-routine treatment is significant. Below is a list of the 
treatments for which there is Revenue precedent. It is the 
single area of treatment that I find people have most fre-
quently overlooked in claiming relief for medical expenses. 
It is also likely to be a very expensive outlay so the amount 
of money involved in tax back at 20 per cent of the allow-
able costs is also high.

Non-routine dental treatment
- Crowns
- Veneers/Rembrandt type etched fillings
- Tip replacing
- Gold posts/fibreglass posts
- Gold inlays
- Endodontics - root canal treatment
- Periodontal treatment
- Root planning: a treatment of periodontal (gum) 
disease. Curettage and debridement is part of root plan-
ning. Chrome cobalt splint can be claimed, if used in con-
nection with periodontal treatment (if it contains teeth, 
relief is not allowable). Implants following treatments of 
periodontal (gum) disease, which included bone grafting 
and bone augmentation, can also be claimed.
- Orthodontic treatment
- Surgical extraction of impacted wisdom teeth
- Bridgework

As before, receipts are required. All Irish dentists have copies 
of Med 2 Forms which they will sign to certify you have had 
the treatment. However, that does not mean that you are 
ineligible to claim relief if you have gone abroad for dental 
treatment. 

Treatment abroad
Like many things mentioned already, the tax relief for treat-
ment abroad has become less restrictive. Some of this is no 
doubt due to EU requirements on competition – but the 
changes in restrictions are not confined to EU countries.
 In the past it was required that the treating hospital 
was on an approved list of hospitals. That has been eased 
and it is now only required that the practitioner carrying out 

the treatment be properly registered under the laws of 
his/her own country. 

In terms of dental treatment, download a copy 
of the MED 2 form from www.revenue.ie 

before you visit your dentist. That is just 
to save possibly needless queries but in 

fact the receipts and the statement 
from the practitioner should be suf-
ficient. It may be prudent to get a 
translation before you return.

Travel expenses 
Outside the State:  In general, 
these are not allowed, but there 
are some exceptions. In cases of 

treatment abroad where the 
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relevant qualifying health care 
is only available outside of the 
State, then the cost of reason-
able travel and accommoda-
tion expenses are allowable. 
     In such cases, the expenses 
of one person accompany-
ing the patient may also be 
allowed where the condition 
of the patient requires it. 
Where the patient is a child, 
the expenses of one parent 
may generally be allowed and, exceptionally, of both parents 
where it is clear that both have to be in attendance.

Inside the State: There are special provisions for patients 
undergoing dialysis. For other treatments the position is set 
out as follows: If travel expenses are admitted the rate is 27 
cents per mile or 17 cents per kilometre. 
     Where regular on-going treatment or consultation is 
required and the patient has to travel long distances, the 
expenses may be admitted. It is not the intention that local 
travelling expenses or occasional travelling – e.g. to undergo 
an operation (unless by ambulance) – are admitted. 

Nursing home expenses – home care expenses
These are paid at the higher rate of 40 per cent for 2015, 

and 41 per cent for 2014, 2013 and 2012. There are a 
number of private providers supplying home care. Some of 
these are registered and the cost of care is also eligible for 
this relief. If you are thinking of engaging this type of service 
check first if they are a registered provider as there can be a 
substantial saving.

HOW TO CLAIM
Medical expenses can be claimed online but you may be 
asked for receipts subsequently. The claim has to be done 
after the end of the year in which the expenses were 
claimed or incurred. If you are claiming for 2014 you need 
to have p60 details to input also, as these are not on record 
for employers yet.
If you cannot claim online you must complete the online 

MED1 form available at 
www.revenue.ie. It is 
an irritating form as it 
demands information 
already available to 
Revenue – for example, 
in relation to income – 
but there is no alterna-
tive to completing it.

NO LIMITS
There is no upper 
or lower limit to the 
amount which can be 
claimed. You may also 
claim medical expenses 
regardless of who the 
patient was, provided 
you actually paid the 
medical expenses. 
There is no require-
ment that you be 
related. 
     This is not a com-
prehensive review of 
every aspect of tax 
relief for medical ex-
penses, but hopefully 
it has highlighted areas 
sometimes overlooked.

TAXATION MATTERS
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Tax consultant Mary Farrell, a new member 
of the GSRMA’s panel of experts, talks to 
Grace Heneghan about the taxation advice 
and services she can offer the Association’s 
members. 

With almost 40 years’ experience as a tax inspector, 
including 10 years as a Revenue Auditor, Mary Farrell 

has experience across all tax sectors. In 2012 she decided to 
set up her own company Tax Advice Services.
     Based in Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, she also provides a 
nationwide service to all GSRMA members, either by email 
or post, and will deal with individual clients by phone to 
clear up any issues that arise or that may need clarification.
     Using this experience her mission is to provide high 
quality tax advice to individuals and business at a reasonable 
and predictable cost, on areas such as Income Tax/PRSI/USC; 
Corporation Tax; VAT; Capital Gains Tax; Capital Acquisitions 
Tax; Stamp Duty and Property Tax. 
     As a starting point, she will complete the last four years 
tax accounts for all individuals, on a personal tax basis, 
for a one-off fee of €100 to include all four years under 
review. Four years is the timeframe allowed by Revenue to 
review filing accounts for the purpose of claiming applicable 
refunds. 

MEETING MEMBERS
Mary Farrell also regularly travels to Dublin to meet with 
clients and associated parties. It was during one of these 
visits that SIOCHAIN caught up with her, following her meet-
ing with the Retired Civil and Public Servants’ Association 
(RCPSA) in her capacity as vice president of the Association.
     With a strong background in staff associations, she was 
also president and secretary of the Association of Inspectors 
of Taxes (AIT) and secretary of the Revenue Branch of the 
AHCPS (Association of High Civil and Public Servants). So, it 
was a very natural progression then, upon leaving Revenue 
with a retirement package, to join the RCPSA.
     Mary originally hails from Lanesboro in Co. Longford, and 
moved to Donegal in 1980; she now lives with her husband 
and family in Letterkenny. “I love pure taxation, and this is 
what I find doing now such a pleasure, because it’s the nuts 
and bolts of taxation.”

     Her link-up with the GSRMA 
came about over a year ago in 
her capacity as vice president of 
the RCPSA, which along with 
the GSRMA is a member of the 
umbrella group – the Alliance of 
Retired Civil Servants. 
     “I have always done some of 
the task work for the Gardaí on 
a ‘pro bono’ basis, such as the 
impact of the Universal Social 
Charge (USC) and its effect on 
pensions. People now realise the 
impact of the USC; it’s a very 
onerous income tax and there no tax reliefs. 
     She set up her practice from her home in Letterkenny 
in February 2013 and opened an office on the Main Street 
at the start of February 2014 due to the demand for her 
services.

THE WRITE STUFF
She has tailored her articles for ‘SIOCHAIN’ to members’ 
needs. While her first article in the Winter 2014 edition 
was a general overview, her second article in this issue 
concentrated on medical expenses. “The demographic will 
go abroad from time to time to get, for example, special-
ist dental treatment. They may not know it’s allowable for 
tax purposes in Ireland – so this article alerts people to the 
reliefs available and how to go about claiming for them.”
     Another article she intends to cover for the next issue will 
look at passing on assets to the next generation. “The reliefs 
on thresholds on those have fallen quite dramatically and 
people have become quite nervous. You can claim relief – 
the same fundamentally as gift or inheritance tax – if you’re 
passing on property to a family member.”
     She’s been getting great feedback from GSRMA mem-
bers since coming on board. “I get a lot of phone calls and 
interestingly, members also pass my name to others. I won’t 
take a client unless they are recommended by someone I 
know or deal with.”

For further information contact Mary Farrell, 38 Upper 
Main Street, Letterkenny on 074-9125346; email: info@
taxadviceservices.ie or visit www.taxadviceservices.ie 
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FARRELL AT THE 
FOREFRONT OF 
TAXATION



Over 260 retired public servants gathered for an open 
meeting as the Alliance launched a new programme, 

which kick-starts their battle to eliminate public service 
pension reductions. 
     Hosted by the Garda Síochána Retired Members 
Association (GSRMA), at the Riverside Park Hotel in 
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford on 26 January, the GSRMA ac-
knowledged the great work done by local representatives 
Tony Fagan and Tom Miller. 
     The key organisers of the public meeting were officers 
of the Alliance: Brian Burke, Chairman; Gerry Blake, Vice 
Chairman; Christy Conville, Secretary; Mike Moriarty, Trea-
surer; and Seán O Riordáin. Paschal Feeney acted as MC.

The key aims of the Alliance:
Restore well-earned public servants pensions.•	
Seek negotiating rights for retired public servants.•	
Safe-guard public service pensions into the future.•	
Clearly outline the reality versus ‘fat cat’ perception.•	

•	
GSRMA President Gerry Blake explained that the Govern-
ment was quick to cut the pension parity linkage that re-
tired members had with serving colleagues. “Back in 1961, 

PUBLIC SECTOR 
PENSIONS: 
REALITY VERSUS PERCEPTION
The restoration of public sector pensions to 
levels pre-dating government cutbacks was 
of primary concern at an open meeting in 
Wexford of the Alliance of Retired Public 
Servants.

our former retired colleagues set up the Joint Consultative 
Council to fight and win the parity battle, and now 54 years 
later we are facing a similar battle,” he told delegates. 
 
HADDINGTON ROAD
Blake outlined Paragraphs 2.26 and 2.29 in the Haddington 
Road Agreements that were a concern for retired public 
servants, and he encouraged all members of the Alliance to 
stand up for their rights and entitlements.
     Seán O’Riordáin highlighted the need for Retired Public 
Servants to have a “voice into the future” and to ensure 
that this voice is heard. Read the full contents of his speech 
and other matters by clicking on the ‘press release’ link on 
www.rcpsa.ie
     The fundamental reason for holding the meeting was to 
answer questions from attending members and to ensure 
they were all better informed. Paschal Feeney and Brian 
Burke outlined that all retired public servants feel hurt and 
badly treated by the Government.  
     They pointed out that many have worked for 35 to 40 
years and served their country with pride. They illustrated 
their point by highlighting the case of retired army soldier 
Frank Shelly, who had 25 years’ service but had a pension 
of just €15,000. 
     Other public meetings of the Alliance are scheduled to 
follow in Cork and Galway while the final rally will take 
place in Dublin.

Pictured at the open meeting in Enniscorthy: 
Back Row (l-r): Tony Fagan, Paschal Feeney (GSRMA Gen. Sec.), 
Gerry Blake (GSRMA President), Brain Burke (Alliance Chairman), 
Tom Miller.Front Row (l-r): Mike Morriarty (Alliance Treasurer), 
Seán O’ Riordain (Alliance PRO) and Christy 
Conville (Alliance Secretary). (Pic: Tim Bowe, Cork.)

Síocháin 27

ALLIANCE OF RETIRED PUBLIC SERVANTS



Síocháin 29

ALLIANCE OF RETIRED PUBLIC SERVANTS

ALLIANCE MEETING 
UPDATES FROM ATHLONE

These were the main messages in 
the opening address at the latest 

meeting of the Alliance of Retired Public 
Servants in Athlone by Mike Moriarty, Al-
liance Treasurer and Vice President of the 
Retired Secondary Teachers’ Association 
(RSTA).
     Serving public servants were con-
sulted but pensioners were not, he told 
delegates, adding that they were not 
even given a place at the table where 
their property was confiscated. “Taxation 
without representation is tyranny. Fur-
thermore, they are discriminated against 
compared to private sector pensioners 
as they pay a higher USC on comparable 
income,” noted Mr Moriarty.
     He informed those present since, 
according to Finance Minister Michael 
Noonan, “the emergency is over as our National Debt is 
sustainable and since all the economic indicators are point-
ing in the right direction, it is time to repeal the emergency 
legislation and to give us back our property immediately”. 
     IMPACT’s Brian Burke, Chairman of the Alliance, told 
those present that the Alliance, which was formed three 
years ago, is made up of 17 groups; representing most if 
not all retired public servants. He also noted that in 2014 
Brendan Howlin TD, Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, gave official recognition to the Alliance as the 
body representing 75,000 public servants; adding that this 
number now exceeds 100,000 retired public servants. 
     “We have had two meetings with Minister Howlin who 
noted our concerns but did nothing about them in the 
Budget,” added Brian Burke, and he made it clear that 
IMPACT wants negotiating rights for retired public servants, 
the repeal of the emergency legislation, fair treatment 
regarding USC and “our property” back now. 

PUBLIC SERVICE PENSIONS
“We cannot wait as 3,000 to 4,000 of retired public ser-
vants die every year. We would rather that they did not die 
in poverty,” he noted, whilst he also destroyed the myth 
that Public Service Pensions (PSPs) are ‘gold plated’. 

     

The average PSP, he said, is about €20,000 which is €2,000 
less than the Contributory Old Age Pension (COAP) for a 
couple. The retired public servant does not get the COAP 
and neither, usually, does the spouse. He reminded the 
meeting that the Alliance has huge voting power and that 
the Alliance vote will be best used to best further its aims.
     Gerry Blake, GSRMA President and Vice Chairman of 
the Alliance, told members that the GSRMA website www.
gardaretired.com displays information on all Alliance-relat-
ed issues, and that it is there for the use of all members of 
the Alliance. 
     It was also suggested that those present should pass on 
their contact information to their respective representative 
bodies for the use of the Alliance and to pass along any 
text message they receive to all their retired contacts.
     This was then followed by some frank exchanges and 
informative suggestions on the next plan of action, ranging 
from lobbing politicians, to marches and to putting forward 
GSRMA candidates in the next General Election. One such 
suggestion was the formation of regional branches and 
there were enough volunteers to ensure that the Midlands 
Region is in the lead in the race to form the first Regional 
Branch of the Alliance. 
     The next regional meeting will take place in Cork.

Pictured at the March meeting in Athlone of the Alliance of Retired Public Servants 
were (l-r): Brian Burke, Alliance Chairman; Gerry Blake, GSRMA President and Alliance 
Vice Chairman; Alliance officers Christy Conville; Jim Dorney and Mike Moriarty.

The pensions to which public servants contributed over 40 years are the property of the 
pensioners and the Government has used emergency legislation to grab a proportionately 
larger part of their income than taken from serving public servants, delegates at the recent 
meeting in Athlone were told.

Retired Public Servants meet in Athlone

A well  attended  meeting  of  the  Alliance  of  Retired 
Public Servants was held in Athlone on a bitterly cold 
March Monday night.   Mike Moriarty, treasurer of the 
Alliance  and  Vice  President  of  the  Retired  Secondary 
Teachers  Association  (RSTA)  opened  the  meeting  by 
informing  the large and very attentive gathering that the 
pensions to which public servants contributed over 40 
years were the property of the pensioners and that the 
Government  used  emergency  legislation  to  grab  a 
proportionately larger part of their income than the took 
from serving public servants.   Serving public servants 
were consulted but pensioners were not; they were not 
even given a place at the table where their property was 
confiscated.  Taxation without representation is tyranny.  
Furthermore, they are discriminated against compared to 
private sector pensioners as they pay a higher USC on 
comparable income.  He informed those present since, 
according to Minister Michael Noonan, the emergency is 
over as our National Debt is sustainable and since all the 
economic indicators are pointing in the right direction, it 
is time to repeal the emergency legislation and to give us 
back our property immediately.   

The attendance was informed by Brian Burke 
of Impact and Chairman of the Alliance that the Alliance 
is made up of 17 groups which represent most if not all 
retired public servants and was formed three years ago.  
It was also noted that last year Minister Brendan Howlin 
gave  official  recognition  to  the  Alliance  as  the  body 
representing  75,000  public  servants;  this  number  now 
exceeds 100,000 retired public servants.  We have had 
two meetings with the Minister who noted our concerns 
but did nothing about them in the budget.  Brian made it 
clear that we want: negotiating rights for retired public 

servants,  the  repeal  of  the  emergency  legislation,  fair 
treatment  re  USC  and  our  property  back  now.   We 
cannot wait as 3,000 to 4,000 of retired public servants 
die every year.  We would rather that they did not die in 
poverty.   He went  on to  destroy the myth that  Public 
Service Pensions (PSP) are “gold plated”.  The average 
PSP he said is about !20,000 which is !2,000 less than 
the Contributory Old Age Pension (COAP) for a couple.  
The retired public servant does not get the COAP and 
neither,  usually,  does  the  spouse.   He  reminded  the 
meeting that  we have huge voting power and that  we 
will use our vote to best further our aims.  

Gerry  Blake  of  Garda  Retired  and  Vice 
Chairman of the Alliance informed the members that the 
Garda  Retired  have a  website  (www.gardaretired.com) 
where  they  display  information  on  all  things  Alliance 
and that  it  is  there  for  the  use  of  all  members  of  the 
Alliance.   It  was  also  suggested  that   those  present 
should  pass  on  their  contact  information  to  their 
respective  representative  bodies  for  the  use  of  the 
Alliance and to pass along any text message they receive 
to all their retired contacts.

The meeting was then thrown open to the floor 
and a lively session ensued with some frank exchanges 
and  great  suggestions  as  to  what  needs  to  be  done.  
Suggestions ranged from lobbing politicians, to marches 
and to putting forward our own candidates in the next 
general  election.   One such suggestion  was  that  there 
should  be  regional  branches  formed  and  there  were 
enough volunteers to ensure that the Midlands are in the 
lead in the race to form the first Regional Branch of the 
Alliance.  Having been informed that the next regional 
meeting is in Cork the meeting ended.



In recent years many members of An Garda Síochána have 
retired sooner than planned due to the financial crash. The 

GSRMA is anxious to help retirees and we welcome them all 
into the organisation. 
     As we spend more of our life in retirement, many 
organisations have been set up to support retired people in 
pursuit of their hobbies, leisure activities and education. A 
wide range of agencies for retired people are available, with 
most falling into one of the following categories: 

Activities •	
Campaigning •	
Support, including carers’ organisations•	

Contact your local Citizens Information Centre or library to 
find out details of such groups in your area or visit www.
citizensinformation.ie 

HEALTH EFFECTS 
Researchers have examined how health affects retirement 
behaviour. In the US the facts are based on the Health and 
Retirement Study, spanning 1992 through 2005. The results 
indicate that complete retirement leads to a 5-16 per cent 
increase in difficulties associated with mobility and daily 

activities, a five to six per cent increase in illness conditions, 
and a six to nine per cent decline in mental health, over an 
average post-retirement period of six years.
     The effects of a change in lifestyle include a decline in 
physical activity and social interactions. These adverse health 
effects are mitigated if the individual is married and has social 
support and continues to engage in physical activity post-
retirement; or continues to work part-time upon retirement. 
     Some evidence also suggests that the adverse effects 
of retirement on health may be larger in the event of 
involuntary retirement. Retiring at a later age may lessen or 
postpone poor health outcomes for older adults, thereby 
raising well-being and reducing the utilisation of healthcare 
services, particularly in terms of acute care. Despite rising life 
expectancy, the average age at retirement has been declining 
over the past four decades.
     A recent Whitehall II longitudinal study of civil servants 
(Mein et al; 2003) compared 392 retired individuals with 
618 working participants to determine if retirement at age 
60 is associated with changes in mental and physical health. 
The results indicate that mental health deteriorated among 
those continuing to work, whereas physical functioning 
deteriorated for both workers and retirees. 

BEST WAYS TO ENSURE 

RETIREMENT 
WORKS FOR YOU
Research clearly 
shows that all retirees 
should consider some 
part-time work; keep 
physically active and 
most importantly 
to maintain regular 
social contact 
with friends and 
colleagues. There are 
so many benefits by 
becoming members 
of the Garda 
Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association 
(GRSMA), writes Noel 
E. O’Sullivan, Dublin 
North Branch.

Many organisations have been set up to 
support retired people in pursuit of their 
hobbies, leisure activities and education.

RETIREMENT PLANNING
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RETIREMENT PLANNING

Social interactions are strongly associated with 
physical and mental health.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and 
the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps 

members informed of developments across 
the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of 
interest you would like to see included in the 

future, contact the General Secretary, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com 
or phone 01-4781525.  
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TRANSITION FROM WORK
A number of studies (Cohen, 2004; Melchior et al, 2003); 
Glass et al, 1999) suggest that social interactions are strongly 
associated with physical and mental health. With social 
interactions in the form of external memberships and church 
attendance on the decline, social networks formed at work, 
take on an added importance and may buffer individuals from 
shocks that may otherwise impact on health (Saffer, 2005; 
Putnam, 2000). 
     The transition from work to full retirement, by reducing 
the degree of social interactions, may have a negative effect 
on mental and physical health. A recent UCC study also 
strongly agrees with these findings.
     Sugisawa et al. (1997) found that retirement reduced 
social contacts and induced social isolation for males 
over 60. If social isolation induces depression, 
this may also reinforce deterioration in 
physical health, since both have been 
found to go hand in hand.  
     Work and related actions may also 
be the primary form of physical activity 
and exercise for many individuals. 
Grundy et al. (1999) report that 27 
per cent of males and 31 per cent of 
females get no regular physical activity 
outside of work. 
     The positive benefits of physical 
activity on health (including coronary heart 
disease, weight, diabetes, hypertension, 
cholesterol, heart attack and stroke, cerebral 
blood flow, overall mortality and depression) have 
been well-documented.

GREEK CASE STUDY
During the research the story of Alexis was examined. He 
was born in Kalymnos, the small Greek island off the Turkish 
coast. As a young man he immigrated to New York, married 

and worked with the NYPD until retirement. 
     After retirement he felt unwell. Doctors diagnosed cancer, 
and eventually medical opinion was that the cancer was 
terminal. He discussed it with his wife and they felt further 
treatment in New York would mean their savings wouldn’t 
last too long and his wife would be left penniless after his 
demise. They decided to go back to Kalymnos.
     In this little island the locals have one of the best life 
expectancy rates in the world. Research found they spend 
lots of time in the coffee shops, chatting, relaxing and playing 
cards. They visit each other in their homes and more.
     After some months Alexis’s health improved. He went 
to see his doctor and was surprised to be told his cancer 
was gone. Years later he went back to New York and was 
surprised to find that many of his former colleagues, best 
friends and his doctor were all dead.
     The extent that the shift from work to retirement leads 
to a decline in the frequency or intensity of physical activity, 
retirement may lead to worse health outcomes. On the other 
hand, physical activity from the working years may be habit 
forming and may not decline upon retirement, conditional on 
age effects. 
     Sternberg (2001) documents how physical and 
psychological stresses can lead to illness by adversely 
affecting immune and hormonal responses. The Grossman 
paradigm is a convenient abstraction in that it assumes the 
individual has full control over his or her health. 

BEHAVIOURAL FRAMEWORK
These mechanisms suggest the individual has some degree 
of control over their health in support of a behavioral 
framework, such as social interactions, physical activity and 
exercise, risky behaviors such as smoking and drinking, diet, 

and preventive healthcare utilisation. 
Lifestyle behaviours are strong indicators of a 

variety of health outcomes, including heart 
disease, depression, diabetes and other 

chronic disease. Those who exercise 
and are physically active during the day 
have greater physical function than 
those who do not exercise (Brach et 
al. 2004). 
This research clearly shows that all 
retirees should consider some part-

time work; keep physically active and 
most importantly to maintain regular 

social contact with friends and colleagues. 
The message for retired colleagues or 

those about to do so, is that there are many 
benefits by becoming members of the GSRMA. 

Life expectancy has changed for members since 1970; the 
Conroy Commission reported that the average lifespan after 
retirement was four years. 
     We look forward to seeing you all at branch meetings, 
card games and other local social events in the not too 
distant future!
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GARDA BLOOD4LIFE CYCLE
BLOOD SWEAT & GEARS

They provided the sweat and gears – and encouraged the general public to provide the blood!  Over �ve days, from May 12 to May 
16, a group of 20 gardaí undertook a gruelling 1,000-kilometre cycle that brought them to each one of the 26 counties. The Garda 
Blood4Life 2014 Cycle was a novel charity event. It wasn’t a fundraiser. Instead, it sought to recruit blood donors and to raise 
awareness about the importance of blood donation in communities in every county.

The Blood4Life Cycle was created by Stephen Roe, a Cork City-based garda. In 2005, Stephen's son Alex was diagnosed with leukae-
mia. Five years of treatment followed. During that time, it took more than 50 blood transfusions to keep Alex alive. He died on May 
31, 2010, aged 21.  “Because of the regular blood transfusions – Alex’s petrol as we called it, because it picked him up so much – we got 5 
extra years and Alex got to reach his goal of celebrating his 21st birthday. We are forever grateful to the donors who took the couple of 
hours to give blood - and gave Alex extra years” – Stephen Roe, Garda and originator of Blood4Life Cycle.

Providing the sweat and the gears 
– and encouraging the general 

public to provide the blood – a group 
of 20 Gardaí undertook a gruelling 
five-day 1,000 kilometre cycle that 
brought them to each one of the 26 
counties around Ireland in May 2014.
     The Garda Blood4Life 2014 Cycle 
was a novel charity event that sought 
to recruit blood donors and to raise 
awareness about the importance of 
blood donation in communities in 
every county, during its trek last year.
     The Blood4Life Cycle initiative was 
created by Cork City-based Garda 
Stephen Roe. In 2005, Stephen’s son 
Alex was diagnosed with leukaemia. 
Five years of treatment followed and 
during that time, it took more 
than 50 blood transfusions to 
keep Alex alive. 
     He died on 31 May 2010, 
aged 21. “Due to the regular 
blood transfusions – ‘Alex’s 
Petrol’ as we called it, because 
it picked him up so much – 
we got five extra years and 
Alex got to reach his goal of 
celebrating his 21st birthday,” 
noted his dad Garda Stephen 
Roe.
     “We are forever grateful 
to the donors who took the 
couple of hours to give blood - 

and gave Alex extra years,” he added.
     The cycle itself, which started in 
ominous weather conditions in Cork 
at 7am on Monday 12 May, travelled 
through every county over the next 
five days with various events along 
the way promoting blood donation. 
The weather did improve as the cycle 
progressed!

EXTENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE
The Garda Blood4Life 2014 Cycle 
received plenty of national and local 
press coverage. 
     During the course of that week, 
Paschal Sheehy, RTE News Correspon-
dent, himself part of the 20-strong 
contingent of cyclists, updated the 

Sean O’Rourke Show on RTE Radio 1, 
in addition to coverage by numerous 
other media outlets.
     By the end of the week, a very 
tired but jubilant peleton arrived back 
in Cork, having achieved over 2,000 
public pledges from donations. They 
raised the need for blood donation to 
many more with over 500,000 Face-
book impressions, and Re-Tweets from 
the likes of Stephen Roche during the 
Giro D’Italia launch. 
     The Irish Blood Transfusion Ser-
vice thanks the Garda cyclists, and 
now hopes to bring together all the 
emergency services to support blood 
donation awareness…..more to follow 
on www.giveblood.ie

BLOOD, SWEAT 
AND GEARS!
Following the success of the Garda Blood4Life 2014 Cycle, which was rolled out across every 
county in Ireland to recruit blood donors and raise awareness of the importance of donations, 
the Irish Blood Transfusion Service now plans to bring all of the emergency services together 
to support blood donation awareness in 2015.

BLOOD4LIFE CyCLE



ROAD SAFETy

INNOVATIVE 
DRUG-DRIVING 
CAMPAIGN HITS IRISH ROADS

The Road Safety Authority has joined forces with 
An Garda Síochána to roll out a new Roadside Drug 
Impairment Testing campaign, in collaboration with 
the Medical Bureau for Road Safety in UCD.

These new testing procedures will provide the 
Gardaí with additional powers to test drivers 

whom they suspect of driving under the influence 
of drugs. Drivers will now be required to undergo 
five impairment tests – Pupil Dilation Test, Modi-
fied Romberg Balance Test, Walk and Turn Test, 
One Leg Stand and lastly a Finger to Nose Test.
     Over the last decade, similar measures such as 
the reduction of the alcohol limit and the  
introduction of penalty points have helped reduce 
the number of road deaths, according to Garda 
Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan.
     “These new regulations will do the same and 
we will rigorously enforce them. Despite an 
increase in the enforcement of key lifesaver 
offences this year, some people continue to 
speed, use their mobile phone while driving, and 
do not wear a seat belt or put their children into 
child restraints.”
     The Garda Commissioner is asking all road  
users to think about how their actions – speeding, 
not putting on a seat-belt or not wearing a high-
vis jacket – could end in a terrible tragedy. 

The Garda Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan is asking all road users to 
think about how their actions could end in a terrible tragedy. 

Road Safety Authority chair Liz 
O’Donnell and chief executive Moyagh 
Murdock, Garda Commissioner Noirín 
O’Sullivan, and Paschal Donohoe TD, 

Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, at the campaign launch.
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ROAD SAFETy

STATUTORY OFFENCE
Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, Paschal Donohoe, said that 
while driving under the influence of 
drugs (DUID) has been a statutory of-
fence in Ireland since the Road Traffic 
Act 1961, the introduction of Roadside 
Impairment Testing will strengthen the 
hand of the Gardaí to tackle the issue 
of drug driving. 
     “It will be a useful indicator as to 
whether a person is ‘incapable of hav-
ing proper control of the vehicle’ and 
whether that incapability might be due 
to the presence of an intoxicant such 
as drugs,” he added.
     It will now also be possible to take 
a specimen of blood from a driver who 
is incapacitated and to test that speci-
men for intoxicants. The driver will be 
asked if they consent to a certificate to be issued of the 
test result on the specimen, and refusal will be an offence.
     Prof Denis Cusack, Director of the Medical Bureau for 
Road Safety (MBRS), said that the ‘Report on Roadside 
Drug Testing’ published by the MBRS in 2012 identified a 
two-step process to tackle drug driving in Ireland. 
     “The first is the introduction of Roadside Impairment 
Testing which will be followed late next year by the antici-
pated introduction of roadside chemical testing, modelled 
on the successful mandatory alcohol screening,” he added.

RISK OF APPREHENSION
Regarding the prevalence of drug driving in Ireland, of the 
10,498 specimens of blood and urine tested between the 
years 2007-2013 by the MBRS, 7,199 confirmed positive 
for drugs other than alcohol. 
     “Cannabis followed by benzodiazepines were the most 
prevalent drugs detected. A review of road traffic collisions 

and drug and alcohol toxicology analyses from the Coroners 
District in Kildare during the period of 1998-2009 found that 
almost one in ten drivers killed had a positive toxicology for 
a drug(s).”
     He pointed out that if people were taking medicines un-
der the direction of their doctor or pharmacist, they should 
heed their advice in relation to driving.
     Liz O’Donnell, chairperson of the Road Safety Authority, 
said, “Up to now, many drug drivers have seen little risk of 
apprehension, and actually delude themselves to be better 
drivers while under the influence of drugs and imagine them-
selves at low risk of collision. 
     “They overestimate their driving competence and dem-
onstrate little understanding of the effects of drugs on their 
driving. Now with the additional powers for drug impairment 
testing by Gardaí more drug drivers will be apprehended. The 
fear of being arrested and disqualified from driving will force 
these drivers to reconsider such dangerous behaviour.”

ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
To support the introduction of Road Side Impair-
ment Testing the RSA produced a TV advert to raise 
awareness of the new powers. It is also running a 
series of radio, online and cinema advertising initia-
tives.
     In 2014 alone, a total of 179 people were killed 
in road collisions compared to 172 deaths on the 
same date during the previous year. When broken 
down by road-user, this represents 76 drivers, 36 
passengers, 35 pedestrians, 20 motorcyclists, one 
pillion passenger and 11 cyclists who died on Irish 
roads to date last year.

*For more information on Drugs and their Effects 
by Class and Prevalence of Drug Driving in Ireland 
visit the Road Safety Authority’s campaigns page on 
www.bit.ly/1wbrbdp  

The Road Safety Authority’s 30-second TV advert raises awareness of the new 
powers of Roadside Drug Impairment Testing.
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Up to now there has been very little formal unified 
structured training and little support for the 

emergency services professionals in the area of “best 
practice in driving and road craft”, according to Moynagh 
Murdock, chief executive of the Road Safety Authority.
     She claims that the standard and syllabus has 
been developed in response to that need identified by 
many emergency service professionals for training and 
management in driving in complex and 
stressful emergency response situations. 
     “With this standard we hope that the 
emergency services drivers will have greater 
confidence of dealing with particular risks 
associated with emergency response driving, 
and that they will also be better equipped 
to react to the countless hazardous that 
they have to deal with on a daily basis,” 
noted the RSA chief, at the launch of the 
Emergency Services Driving Standard (ESDS) 
late last year.
     The RSA hopes the new driving standard 
will make Gardaí, ambulance drivers and 
other frontline workers more aware of 

risks associated with driving emergency service vehicles, 
to ensure the safety of patients and passengers, thereby 
cutting down on road traffic collisions.
     ESDS is a voluntary driving standard for the  
emergency services identified in the Government’s 
Road Safety Strategy 2012-2020. It was developed by 
a working group with representatives from the RSA, An 
Garda Síochána, the Chief Fire Officers’ Association, HSE 

ROAD SAFETy

GEARING UP FOR 
NEW DRIVING 
STANDARD 

An Garda Síochána and other principal response agencies are gearing up to roll out the Road 
Safety Authority’s new driving standard – the first one of its kind in Europe – in the coming 
months, and there are plans to include private and voluntary emergency services by late 
2015. Report by Grace Heneghan.

Assistant Commissioner 
John Twomey, Garda 

National Traffic Bureau, 
said it’s a great idea to 
have a common driving 

standard within the 
blue-light agencies.

Representatives from the principal response agencies (l-r): Gerald O’Flynn, Irish 
Coast Guard; Michael Cosgrove, Irish Prison Service; Barry O’Sullivan,
Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council; Dave Carroll, Chief Fire Officers’ 
Association; Assistant Commissioner John Twomey, with Moynagh Murdock, 
RSA chief executive, at the launch of the ESDS.
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ROAD SAFETy

Ambulance Service, Civil Defence, Irish 
Coast Guard, Defence Forces, Irish Prison 
Service, the Pre-Hospital Emergency Care 
Council, and the National Directorate for 
Fire and Emergency Management.  

SAFETY CERTIFICATION
Under the terms of the new standard, Frank 
McGill, ESDS Manager with the Road Safety 
Authority, said they will certify ESDS Driv-
ers, ESDS Trainers and ESDS Assessors put 
forward by the emergency service for which 
they work or volunteer. 
     Only those emergency service organisa-
tions who were involved with the devel-
opment of ESDS will be able to avail of 
certification from the RSA during the initial 
roll-out stages.
     “However, it is the RSA’s intention to 
invite private and voluntary emergency 
services on board later in the year. The RSA has already met 
with some voluntary groups to explain ESDS and plans to 
engage further with any interested parties in the second 
half of 2015,” he added.
     All certifications will be RSA-approved and be transfer-
able between emergency services. McGill pointed out that 
this interoperability shall not preclude an organisation from 
determining if refresher or additional training is required in 
the case of a member who has been trained or assessed by 
another organisation.

UNIQUE ACHIEVEMENT
Representatives from those principal response agencies 
involved in the development of the standard with the RSA 
since 2011, outlined their own agency’s perspective on 
implementing ESDS and the differences it will mean for 
their drivers.
     Assistant Commissioner John Twomey described the 
standard as “a unique achievement that only in time would 
fully recognise the great work that has been done”, in 
getting it, he added, from conception to the signing of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), which took place 
at Farmleigh House following the launch.
     “It’s very important for us to adhere to the highest 
standards, and being a part of this ESDS initiative will help 
us to do that and will ensure that we will set the standard 
for other road users to follow.”
     Twomey, who is the Assistant Commissioner in charge 
of Garda National Traffic Bureau, said that maintaining the 
standard is the other element. “The Garda Training College 
in Templemore is responsible for training our drivers across 
the three elements of CBD 1, 2 and 3, which fit in with 
Levels 1, 2 and 3 of the ESDS. 
     He said the Garda Síochána views this as a great idea 
to have a common driving standard within the blue-light 
agencies “and we are delighted to make our contribution 

to road safety and to setting the standard within all of the 
emergency services”.

STANDARD CHALLENGES
Representing the Chief Fire Officers’ Association (CFOA), 
Tipperary’s Chief Fire Officer Dave Carroll recalled that 
when they were invited to the first meeting by the Road 
Safety Authority in 2011, “it quickly became apparent that 
this was something worth getting on board for. It was 
obvious that this standard was going to become a reality, 
so we made the quick decision to join up as one of the 
principal emergency services”.
     He said that putting it into context, the fire services in 
Ireland attend to 45,000 to 50,000 incidents every year, 
thereby generating around 120,000 journeys with half of 
those under blue-light emergency conditions. 
     “This roughly equates to 1,000 emergency response 
drives every week, presenting opportunities for things to 
go wrong and accidents to happen. When any chief fire 
officer examines their own safety incidents and/or near 
misses a lot of these involve vehicles, fire appliances and 
cars etc. So, it’s essential that we train our people.” 
     Training prior to the introduction of this standard, he 
said, varied across the country. “So, that’s the attraction of 
this ESDS initiative. In particular, the word ‘standard’ is the 
strongest part of this whole initiative,” Dave Carroll pointed 
out.
     “The RSA should be commended for this standard – a 
first for Europe – and is something that Europe will look 
towards and certainly the fire services across Europe are 
already looking at it and are seeing great value in this.”

AMBITIOUS GOALS
Ireland’s Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council’s acting 
director Barry O’Sullivan outlined the importance of taking 
the ESDS standard for his organisation. 
     In 2003 PHECC published a position paper entitled 

RSA plans to engage further 
with any interested parties in 
the second half of 2015, noted 
Frank McGill, ESDS Manager. 
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‘Driving Report: The relationship between 
pre-hospital emergency care and driving of 
ambulances’, which intended to get discus-
sion going, particularly about the implica-
tions or the effect that emergency ambu-
lance driving had on patients, he noted.
     This paper recommended appropriate 
driving training for ambulance services 
personnel responding to emergencies and 
non-emergencies, with an emphasis on an 
individual’s ability, knowledge and attitudes 
as being the key to their ability to drive in 
emergency situations.
     In 2007 PHECC published a new suite of 
educational training standards to provide 
a deliver all pre-hospital emergency care 
training. For the first time two driving 
standards were included – the advanced 
emergency driving and the non-emergency 
driving standard. 
     “From 2009-2013 over 600 driving 
certificates were issued from those programmes by recognised 
training institutions. However, our standards had limitations; in 
particular lacking the competency for instructors and our standing 

THREE-LEVEL 
STRUCTURE TO THE 
ESDS

ESD Level 11.  – entry 
level that outlines 
training, learning and 
assessment to produce 
competent and 
responsible emergency 
service drivers. 

ESD Level 22.  – 
training, learning 
and assessment for 
emergency service 
drivers, including principles and skills set of 
‘Roadcraft’ (a recognised system of vehicle control 
in the training for emergency service drivers that 
develops a methodical and systematic approach to 
driving). 

ESD Level 33.  – An Garda Síochána, the Ambulance 
Service and the Fire Services, can use blue lights and 
sirens in emergency response situations and can 
exceed statutory speed limit, when this does not 
endanger the safety of other road users, as specified 
under Section 87 of the Road Traffic Act 2010.

committees in PHECC did not have the expertise or 
the knowledge to further develop driving standards. 
Consequently we were delighted when the RSA’s 
new project commenced,” recalled O’Sullivan. 

PRISON SERVICE ESCORT
The Governor of the Prison Service Escort Corps 
(PSEC) said the new standard would be a huge 
advancement. “PSEC was set up as a support service 
in 2005, primarily to provide a prisoner escorting 
service for the 14 prisons around the country,” 
Michael Cosgrove stated. PSEC is sub-divided into 
three regional areas – Munster, Connaught and 
Leinster. Ulster is incorporated into Connaught and 
Leinster. 
     “Up to 83 vehicles transport prisoners daily. 
These range in size from two-cell to 14-cell vehicles. 
The expertise gained from the RSA has been invalu-
able, it has been a huge learning curve for what is a 
young organisation within the Irish Prison Service. 
     “We have up to 200 other vehicles within the 
system which range from cars, mini-buses to 
tractors. Since the formation of PSEC in 2005, with 
the co-operation of the RSA, our staff training has 
gone very well. 
     “It’s important that our drivers are trained to 
the appropriate level; when transporting up to 14 
prisoners in any one journey we have to provide for 
the prisoners in our custody.”
     Cosgrove concluded by describing the coming 
together of all of the emergency services to develop 
this standard as “a huge achievement”.

* For more information visit www.rsa.ie/esds  and 
any emergency services organisation with an interest 
in ESDS should email esds@rsa.ie 
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The first seminar of 2015 for the Central 
Committee members of Garda Síochána 
Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA), 
provided delegates with an opportunity to 
refocus and prepare for the many tasks and 
challenges that lie ahead in the run up to 
the next General Election. Report by Paschal 
Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary. 

GSRMA President Gerry Blake welcomed all on the day 
and set the theme: ‘New Year, A New Set of Challeng-

es and Opportunities’. He outlined the aims of the GSRMA 
as an organisation and its objectives – particularity in its 
liaison with other groups within the Alliance of Retired 
Public Servants. 
     The president also welcomed Alliance Secretary Christy 
Conville and Sean O’Riordain, officer member, who both 
featured in the seminar’s first session, under the Alliance 
of Retired Public Servants theme: ‘One Cohesive, Powerful 
Voice’.
     Subsequent presentations were made by Gerard Flynn, 
Director, Align Management, under the topic: ‘Effective 
Representation in Reversing Austerity Measures’, while 
James Kelly, Director of Organisation with the Irish Farmers 
Association (IFA), gave a contribution entitled: ‘Winning the 
Battle with Government: Motivating Members and 
Implementing a Successful Lobbying Campaign’. Mr Kelly 

gave an excellent presentation on the complete organisa-
tion from its 946 branches nationwide to the IFA President. 
     In his outline of ‘Implementing Our 2015 Lobbying 
Campaign’, Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, 
described how the following objectives could be identified 
and implemented and the efforts necessary to do so:

Pension Levy reversed1. 
Universal Social Charge reversed2. 
FEMPI Act abandoned3. 

Existing measures in these areas are causing untold dam-
age to GSRMA’s members, promoting inequality among 
retired public servants, and are deeply damaging to older 
citizens who are facing hardship.

EMERGENCY POWERS
The effect of the financial emergency measures in the 
Public Interest legislation Acts (2011 and 2013) is that 
emergency powers are used to reduce all public service 
pensions over €12,000 per annum by between eight and 
28 per cent.   
     Many public servants are on pension levels applicable in 
the early noughties. At the rate things are going, most will 
be dead before the pensions they worked for and con-
tributed to all their lives are restored. The level of pension 
reduction is penal.

COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS FOCUS 
ON TASKS AHEAD

Christy Conville, Secretary of Alliance; Joanne Sweeney-Burke, 
Director of Digital Training Institute; Gerry Blake, GSRMA 
President; Seán O’Ríordáin, Alliance PRO; and Paschal Feeney, 
GSRMA General Secretary, pictured at the meeting on 20 January 
at GSRMA House.

Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary; James Kelly, Director 
of Organisation, IFA; and Gerry Blake, GSRMA President.

GSRMA SEMINAR 
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GSRMA SEMINAR 

Gerry Blake, President GSRMA, and Gerry Flynn, Director, Align 
Management Theme. (Photos courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork City 

Branch)

UNIVERSAL SOCIAL CHARGE
The position in relation to the Universal Social Charge (USC) 
is that public service pensioners pay this levy on their 
pension income if their pension exceeds €12,012. Whereas 
those on co-ordinated pensions (state plus occupational 
pension - the private sector norm) pay no USC on the state 
element of their pensions. 
     This, for example, means that a private sector pensioner 
in receipt of a state pension for a dependent spouse and 
self, (both over 66) on a co-ordinated pension income of 
€34,684 pays no USC. However, an equivalent public ser-
vice pensioner on the same pension is subject to the USC 
on all pension income. This is fundamentally discriminatory 
and unfair.

ABANDONMENT OF FEMPI ACT 
The seminar called for the abandonment of the FEMPI 
(Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest) Act 
immediately, as delaying this will only cause ongoing hard-
ship for our members. 
     The total amount deducted under emergency powers 
from public service pensioners in 2014 is estimated offi-
cially to be €125 million, which is 0.2 per cent of the total 
state expenditure of €54 billion that year. 
     The Government decided that it was not necessary to 
take a further €2 billion in taxes in the 2015 Budget. The 
recently published Exchequer returns indicate that tax re-
ceipts for 2014 exceeded estimates by €114million and the 
official expectation is that the deficit for 2015 will be 2.7 
per cent, below the three per cent target.

Strength in Numbers
Partnership approach with the Alliance:

Joint communications•	
Joint lobbying•	
Cohesive messaging•	
Joint protests and meetings•	

Current Position 
Letters were sent to all TDs and Senators in November 
2014 seeking support for our campaign. A total of 62 have 
been received to-date. No real interest or urgency was 
shown by many of the public representatives.

Our Action Plan
Multi-layered approach but ‘ground-up’ is vital:

Lobby your TDs, Senators and local Councillors•	
Circulate our pre-election manifesto to your local  •	
political representatives
Share your stories with us so we can use them for  •	
media and communications – stories will be  
anonymous
Social media•	
Traditional media – print, radio, TV – using members’ •	
stories to back up our arguments
Stay informed – keep in touch with our text alerts, •	

email, website and social networking sites
Face-to-face meetings with all political parties•	
Public meetings and protests to be considered.•	

But most of all, have your say and get involved. Your vote 
and the vote of 140,000 retired public servants will count 
in the next General Election.

INFLUENCING AND ENGAGING USING SOCIAL 
MEDIA: ONE COHESIVE, POWERFUL VOICE
Presentation points by Joanne Sweeney-Burke, 
Director, Digital Training Institute.

What is social media?
Regular media is like a one-way street:•	  
you read a newspaper, watch TV or listen to 
radio in order to be informed, entertained or 
engaged. But you can’t comment or give your 
views.
Social media is like a two-way street:•	  you 
can give your opinion, share links, re-tweet 
other people’s comments and become your 
own publisher of content. 
Social networking sites are the platforms•	  
that allow you to share, e.g. Facebook, Twit-
ter, Pinterest, Flickr, YouTube, blogs. 

Why use social media?
Connect with members•	
Find collaborative/strategic partners•	
Better customer service•	
Drives brand building differentiation•	
Manage your online reputation•	
Increases trust in your business or brand•	
Obtain real member insights•	
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CLASS REUNION – MAY 1955
Plans are in place to hold a reunion of the May 
1955 Class to celebrate their 60th anniversary.  
As all of the surviving members are now 
octogenarians, the social function will consist of 
a celebratory lunch at the Bridge House Hotel in 
Tullamore on Thursday 14 May next.
• For further details contact Noel Hynes @ 
086-1550431 or email: noelandeimer@eircom.net 
Tony Kelly @ 01-2820378; or Cecil Cawley @ 
087-9846386.

CLASS REUNION – JULY 1961 
A reunion for the July 1961 Class takes place 
on 1-2 April in the Ardilaun Hotel, Taylor’s Hill, 
Galway. This class entered the Depot at Phoenix 
Park, Dublin on 6 July 1961. There were 50 
members in the class with Reg. Numbers from 
14747 up to 14797. The organising committee 
were unable to contact some members. 
• For further information contact Paudge 
Mc Gowan, on 074-9128467; 086-1588090; or 
email annemcgowandromore@hotmail.com

CLASS REUNION – NOVEMBER 1962 
A reunion of the ‘A’ and ‘B’ Classes who joined An 
Garda Síochána on 21 November 1962 is being 
planned for June 2015. If you are interested, then 
phone/email any of the following:
*Brendan McGlynn @ 01-2956139 or e-mail: 
brendanandpatsy@gmail.com 
*Pat Ryan @ 01-2989125 or e-mail: 
pj-ryan@hotmail.com 

*Liam Walsh @ 087-9181670

• GARDA MEMORIAL CEREMONY 2015
The annual Garda Memorial Ceremony in the Dubhlinn Gardens, Dublin Castle takes place on Saturday, 16 
May, commencing at 12 noon. The Memorial Service, honours members of An Garda Síochána who were 
killed in the service of the StateEveryone is welcome to attend.

• ANNUAL GOLF COMPETITION
The annual golf competition, sponsored by St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd, will take place at The Heritage 
Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard, Co. Laois on Wednesday, 27 May (9am- 2pm) 
Fees: €120 per team of four. Contact: Supt. Martin Cashen, Birr Garda Station, Co. Offaly.

LATE SUMMER HOLIDAY TO GALWAY
The Galway Bay Hotel in Salthill is the venue 
for the Social Club outing from September. The 
cost is €525 pps; single room supplement of 
€15 per night.
The deail includes B&B, evening dinner and 
a two-day bus tour. Booking fee is €50 per 
person. Inquiries and bookings to Helen 
Coakley, 8 Middletown House, Ardamine, Gorey, 

Co. Wexford. Tel: 053-9485829

Back Row (l-r): Noel O’Connor, Mick Griffin, Pat Brady, Michael Hawkshaw (RIP), 
Tommy Campbell, Art Friel, Liam Fitzgerald, Eddie Stack, Michael McEvoy.
Middle Row(l-r): Dave Crimmins, Paddy Murphy, John Sinnott (RIP), Liam Walsh, 
Cyril Motherway, Dermot Kennedy (RIP), Padraig McGowan (RIP), Brendan 
McGlynn, Denis McGrath (RIP)Front Row (l-r): John Murphy, John Carthy, Colman O’Gaoire (RIP), Sgt.Guilfoyle, 
Sgt O’Halloran (RIP) Charlie O’Malley (RIP), Frank Hobbs, Kevin Geraghty (RIP), 
Aidan Burke.

November A Class 1962

Back Row (l-r): Tom Collum (RIP), Michael McInerney, John Keady, Maurice 

Herlihy, Michael Fitzpatrick (RIP), Eddie Murray, Hugh McGinley (RIP), Jim Griffin, 

Middle Row (l-r): Frank Harding, Pat Ryan, Tom Dempsey, Tom Kelly (RIP), Sean 

Kavanagh (RIP), Tom Lynch, Bill Casey, Christy O’Reilly (RIP)

Front Row (l-r):  Hugh McNulty, Sean Brennan, Michael Mulloy, Sgt.Duff, Sgt.

Shaughnessy, Senan Power, Tom Friel, Padraig Lally (RIP), Ger O’Sullivan.

November B Class 1962

NOTICEBOARD 

Photo courtesy of Brendan `mcGlynn, Dun Laoighre Branch.
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STERLING SERVICE 
BY GSRMA MEMBERS  

REWARDED
Since the formation of the Garda Pensioners’ Association in 1961, 

the Thurles Branch has always been to the forefront. This strong 
bonding was again evident at the presentation of long service  
certificates for recognition of sterling service to the GSRMA. 
     Paschal Feeney, outgoing Thurles Branch Chairman and now GSRMA 
General Secretary, along with Tim Bowe, Chairman of the Síocháin 
Editorial Board, were guests at the event in the Anner Hotel, which was 
attended by more than 50 loyal supporters. Master of Ceremonies for 
the occasion was long-serving Thurles Branch Secretary, Bob Maher. 
Presentation photographs were captured by Louise Curley.
     A few weeks later, those guests re-assembled at Thurles Garda 
Station for a mass in memory of deceased members. It was celebrated 
by Monsignor Maurice Dooley, whose late father Tim served in the 
divisional office for close to 20 years. 
     Thurles Station Social Committee, management and staff deserve a 
‘buladh bos’ for providing the venue and refreshments on this 
occasion!

Long service certificates 
were presented to three 
Garda widows and nine 
retired colleagues for their 
sterling service by the 
Tipperary Branch of the 
GSRMA in November 2014 
in Thurles. Report by Tim 
Bowe, Cork City Branch 
Secretary and Editorial Board 
Member. 

Pictured at the presentation of Long Service GSRMA certificates to members of the Thurles Branch on 7 November 2014 at the 
Anner Hotel, Thurles were: Front Row (l-r):  Pascal Feeney, General Secretary GSRMA, Margaret McDermott, Margaret (Peg) 

Donovan, Walter Dowd, Jerry Hayes, and Patsy Hogan. Back Row (l-r): John Dunphy, Bill Rourke, Tom Cormican, Noel Clifford, 
Bob Maher, Peter Fitzpatrick, and Mick Shea (Pic: Louis Curley, Thurles Branch).

LONG SERVICE AWARDS
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Margaret (Pearl) McDermott

A native of Loughmore, Co. Tipperary, Pearl McDermott (née Eviston) moved to work with the Civil 
Service in Dublin after leaving college. While dancing in the Metropole Ballroom on O’Connell Street 
she was introduced to a Cavan man Kevin McDermott who was then a Sergeant in Naas.  
    At the time of their marriage in February 1968, he was on the inspector’s promotion list. About a 
year later he spent a short period in Coolock before his appointment as Inspector in Drogheda. 

     The couple purchased a new home and moved there with baby daughter Maria. After Kevin was 
promoted to Superintendent and appointed District Officer in Navan in 1975 the family settled into a 

new home. In February 1977, Kevin got ill at home and died suddenly. 
     Pearl joined the Garda Pensioners’ Association at that time. About a year later she got a civil service post in Navan and 
remained there for many years. She now resides in Thurles where Maria is on hand to look after her needs. With 37 years 
membership, Pearl holds the GSRMA record in Thurles.

Margaret (Peg) Donovan

Peg Donovan joined the Thurles Branch of GSRMA after the death of her husband John in 1990. 
She met, fell in love and married John in 1958 while he was the Sergeant in charge of her native 
Charleville. 
     After their marriage John was transferred to Ballynoe near Fermoy and afterwards to Barrack 
Street and Togher Stations in Cork city. Appointed as a Weights and Measures (W&M) Inspector, he 

was posted to Letterkenny in Donegal. 
     Peg remained in Cork to rear their young family of four, until John got a transfer to Waterford City. In 

Waterford he was responsible for overseeing the official stamping of glasses at the famous Waterford Glass 
factory. The entire family moved to Thurles in 1979 after John got a W&M Inspector appointment in the town. He retired 
from the force in 1986. Two of their sons joined the force – Kieran is based at Ballyporeen near Cahir while David is a 
crime scene examiner in Templemore.  

Patricia (Patsy) Hogan

Patsy Hogan joined the GSRMA in1986 shortly after the untimely death of her 52-year-old husband, Detective Garda Joe 
Hogan.  A plaque in his memory is on display in the hallway at Thurles Station. 

     Patsy and Joe were both Carlow natives and friends from working together with the Irish Sugar 
Company. Their close friendship remained intact after Joe joined the force in 1958. 
     Shortly afterwards Patsy got a new posting to Wexford town and a Garda D20 saw Joe going 
in the same direction. They got married in 1960 and subsequent transfers took them to places like 
Gorey, Templetuohy, and finally to Thurles. They set up home in the town and reared two daughters, 
Susan and Aideen. Joe spent over a decade in Detective Branch and was an active member of the 

Thurles golf club. Patsy is supported by her daughters, six grand-children and friends.

John Dunphy

John Dunphy, who hails from Caullahill, Laois, joined the force in August 1958. His first posting took 
him to Finglas, north Dublin. A year later he was transferred to Howth from where he was appointed 
the official motor-cyclist for that area. 
     At that time, John was a talented corner-back hurler with Cullahill and Laois. He has fond 
memories of the Laois versus Wexford game in the Leinster Hurling Championship at Croke Park in 

1962. 
In 1964, he married Marette Lawlor, a local girl from Durrow who was teaching in Dublin. Nine years 

later he took a transfer to the Garda Training Centre in Templemore, while Marette got a teaching post in  
 Thurles. 

For a profile of the GSRMA membership in Tipperary, the following is a brief history of the 12 recipients:

LONG SERVICE AWARDS
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     In 1976, John got an appointment as an assistant Divisional Clerk in Thurles and retired from there in September 
1994. John and Marette have a family of four and all are proud of John’s achievements on the field of play and also in the 
Garda.

Michael (Mick) Shea

Mick Shea left Kenmare, Kerry, in May 1955 to join the force. He initially served in Drogheda and 
Carlingford before spending a few years in Meath where he met nurse Una McManus. 

     When the border security eased in 1961, he was transferred to the small village of Bansha on the 
hills of South Tipperary. Over the winter months he studied for the sergeant’s examination and with 
news of success, he married Una in the summer of 1962.
     With less than eight years of service, Mick was promoted to Sergeant and got a transfer to 

Toomevera in north Tipperary. On the day JFK was assassinated he was transferred to Dundrum 
Station near Cashel. In 1970, Mick was posted to Tipperary Town where he purchased a site and built a 

home for his family of four boys. The eldest, Michael, is now a Sergeant in the firearms section at Garda 
Headquarters.  Mick retired in February 1989 and received his GSRMA certificate.

Walter Dowd

Walter Dowd celebrated his 90th birthday in February and is the senior man of Thurles GSRMA.  He was 
born in New York in 1925 to Irish parents. His father (a New York fire serviceman) died shortly after 

Walter was born and he came to live with his relatives in Ballincurry near Ballymoe, Galway. 
     He joined the force in November 1946 and was allocated to Ballylinan in Laois. Sergeant John 
Kavanagh was his skipper and friend. 
     His next station took him a few miles away to Ballickmoyler. In around 1951 he was posted to 

Ballinamult in Waterford’s Commeragh Valley and, met Breda Nugent, who he married in 1955. 
     At the time they were able to place a £100 deposit to purchase a new three-bedroom house in 

Terenure  
 for £1,800. 
With a young family to rear, Walter sought a country transfer and in late 1960 was posted to Thurles. A few months later 
he collected the very first Thurles marked patrol-car at Garda Headquarters. A year later he was in charge of the very first 
speed detection meter for the Tipperary Division. In 1965 he was appointed a Detective Garda in Thurles and retired from 
the force in 1980. Breda and Walter had a family of four boys and one girl.

William (Bill) Rourke

Bill Rourke came from farming stock at Mount Temple near Moate in Westmeath. After completion of 
garda training in September 1957, he was allocated to Manorhamilton, (Cluainín Uí Ruairc), Leitrim. 
As a young garda, transfers came his way almost annually with a move to Riverstown in Sligo (1958), 
Dowra in Cavan (1959) and Sligo town in 1960.  
     Three years in Sligo earned Bill a promotion to sergeant with another transfer to the village of 

Ardfinnan in South Tipperary. Here he had two loyal gardaí in Frank Maunsell and Lexi Sheehan to 
assist him run the sub district.

     They introduced the new sergeant to a local girl called Josie Fennessy. Marriage followed but so also did 
a transfer in 1966 to the village of Killenaule. In 1973, he was appointed Duty Sergeant in Thurles where he and Jossie 
purchased a house and raised a family of three boys and two girls. With the establishment of the Special Task Force in 
1980, Bill was appointed to a plain clothes position. In 1983, he became Inspector of Weights and Measures, spending a 
period in Clonmel before coming back to fill a similar vacancy in Thurles. He retired in August 1993.
     Bill was also a member of the Thurles Garda Quiz Team.  He is a former chairman of the Thurles GSRMA Branch.  His 
wife Josie became ill shortly after her retirement from nursing and died five years ago. 



Jeremiah (Jerry) Hayes

A native of Killmallock, Co. Limerick, Jerry Hayes joined the force in December 1959 with his first 
posting taking him to Thurles. 
     An income tax rebate cheque at the end of 1960 was put to good investment to purchase a piano 
accordion.  From his Thurles station bedroom his music practice sessions resonated throughout the 
building. Around that time he fell in love and later married local girl, Patricia Heaphy. In 1962, he was 

transferred to Dundrum Station and, after his marriage in September 1963, was moved to Ballyporeen 
  in the Cahir district. 

     Jerry and Patricia reared a family of eight and the baby of the family is the well-known singer/song-writer 
Gemma Hayes. Jerry spent 11 years (’71-’82) as Acting Sergeant in charge in Clogheeen. The last nine years of his service 
was back in Ballyporeen, from where he retired in January 1990.  After retirement he specialised as an accordion and 
keyboard player, and loves to play tunes like ‘In the Mood’, ‘American Patrol’, and the slow waltzes.

Tom Cormican

Tom Cormican left Eyrecourt, Galway, 60 years ago to join the November ’54 class at the Garda Depot.  
His mission road took many twists and turns with the first to William Street in Limerick.  
     A year later he went to Pallasgreen before going on temporary border transfers to Omeath and 
Dromad for 1957 to ’59.  After his return to Pallasgreen he met and married Emily Hayes. With 
eight years of service, he was promoted to Sergeant and this was followed by a D20 form that read 

Castlefin, Co. Donegal. 
     Within a few months he was moved a few miles further north to Burtonport. In the summer of 

1963, he married Emily and good news followed with a transfer to Tipperary as Sergeant in charge in  
 Golden.  
     In 1973 he led the formation of the Thurles Garda Traffic Corps, resulting in a move for Emily and his family of three 
girls and a boy to set up home in Thurles. There he spent 20 years until retirement in September 1994. His youngest 
daughter Claire followed his footsteps into the force in 2000 and is now based in Kilkenny city. 
   

Peter Fitzpatrick

Peter Fitzpatrick hails from the village of Aughavas near Mohill, South Leitrim. After leaving secondary 
school he joined the force in November 1954. His first station was Mitchelstown in Cork.  
     After two years he went to Ballynoe near Fermoy to serve with Sergeant Matt Quilter and Garda 
Pat Casey. 
     His next move was to Union Quay Station, Cork city, where he specialised on road transport duties 

for the Cork and Kerry region with Garda Hugh Boylan. After promotion to sergeant in 1962 he went 
to serve in Ballineen and later Killavullen. He recalls gardaí Battt Kirby and Roger Byrne working with 

him in 1963 when the sergeant helped Killavullen to win their first football championship title. 
     Later he served as Sergeant in charge in Watercourse Road and McCurtain Street Station before he was promoted 
Inspector in 1969.  
     Being promoted Superintendent in 1980 saw him work as District Officer in Buncrana, and later Portlaose before 
moving to Thurles. In the summer of 1984 he was promoted Chief Superintendent and appointed as Divisional Officer for 
Roscommon-Galway East. 
     After a year he took charge of the Cavan-Monaghan Division before coming back in charge of Laois-Offaly. His second 
last leg of a career journey saw him appointed as Divisional Officer in Cork city for two years. 
     Finally in 1991 he came back to Thurles and retired from there in December 1992. Peter is married to Phyllis and they 
have two daughters, Colette and Olivia. They are proud of dad’s achievements and also their grand-dad, Garda John 
Trears, who served at the Bridewell Station, Cork. 
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Noel Clifford

On 19 April 1961, Noel Clifford boarded the train from his native Killarney to join the force.  After 
arriving at Kingsbridge he walked to Phoenix Park Depot in Dublin and remembers well meeting two 
fellow recruits, Mick Cloney from Wexford and Seamus Kehir from Roscommon. In 1964, he was 
appointed to the Defence Unit at the new Garda Training Centre in Templemore.
     While dancing in the new Premier Hall in Thurles in 1965, he met Kathleen Walsh from Bansha 

and they got married in April 1966. He transfered to Cloyne in east Cork, which was followed by a 
move to Kilsheelan  in October 1968, another transfer to Clonmel in January1969. 

     He spent ten happy years there before going to Cahir from where he retired in February 1994. While in 
Cahir, he built a new house in the Glen of Aherlow and reared a family of four. 

Robert (Bob) Maher

Bob Maher is from Doon, Limerick, and after completing secondary school he emigrated  to gain 
employment in Birmingham, returning in November 1957 to join An Garda Síochána. 
     His first posting was to Sundrive Road in the old Dublin Metropolitan Division. In 1964, when the 
Garda Training Centre opened in Templemore, he was transferred there where he spent over three 
years. He was appointed a District Clerk in Thurles in 1967 and shortly afterwards married Limerick 

lady Kay O’Brien. They made Thurles their home and built a house there. With promotion to sergeant 
in 1972 came transfers to Ballingarry, Holycross and back to Thurles. Appointed Weights and Measures 

Inspector in 1986, he was posted to Clonmel and retired in October 1993. Kay and Bob have two sons, 
with one, Alan, following in his father’s footsteps as a Garda stationed in Athenry, Galway. Bob is currently Secretary of 
the Thurles Branch of the GSRMA, and is also involved in a voluntary capacity in the local community.
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South east of Iceland lies our slightly larger island, the 
nearest point to which is Dun Na nGall, (the fort of the 

stranger). In winter, the county’s hills are as white with 
snow and ice as those in Iceland, but without the volca-
noes, geysers or thermal springs.
     It was to Donegal that, on 17 December 1967, I (then a 
sergeant instructor at Templemore) and Gardaí from else-
where were transferred to deal with a national emergency.
     In England, a foot-and-mouth outbreak meant thou-
sands of cattle were killed and burned to stop the disease 
spreading. In order to prevent it from infecting Irish cattle, 
Gardaí and other emergency services had to assist the De-
partment of Agriculture.
     This necessitated a virtual shut-down of all entry points 
countrywide. I and other sergeants were given two hours’ 
notice to pack our bags and, using our own cars, take with 
us three senior recruits each. 
     Our destination: Muff Garda Station, just south-east of 
Iceland. We waved goodbye to our families just as Christ-
mas preparations began, unaware of how long we would 
be away
     Snow and frost greeted us in Muff. For most it was our 
first visit to Donegal and we were shown the border cross-
ings to be manned – most of them in sparsely populated 
areas. With no shelter available, we would have to endure 
the seasonal hardship dressed only in our Garda uniforms.

BATTLING THE ELEMENTS
There we met other Gardaí who had been transferred from 
Dublin and elsewhere, including Tim Doyle, a Kerryman 
later to become an inspector and story-teller of note in his 
published books. 

     Tim was assigned to me and on the first night I  
conveyed Tim to his border post – a desolate location with 
only a babbling mountain stream for company. It was  
raining heavily, cold and bleak, with snow-capped  
mountains and dark clouds gathering.
     Before leaving Tim alone, I reached into the boot of the 
car, took out my umbrella and gave it to him as he stood 
under a leafless tree. It is one of Tim’s and my own vivid 
recollections of our stint in the semi-arctic but otherwise 
beautiful county.
     Officially, shelters are not provided for Gardaí unless the 
posts are permanent, and then only at Garda management 
discretion. We would have to make our own arrangements 
for shelter, for the sake of colleagues’ health.
     The next day we sought assistance from local farmers 
(whose interests we were especially protecting) and they 
responded magnificently. 
     They provided old vans, farm trailers with creels and 
stacked bales of hay covered with tarpaulins. We even 
received a horse box, all of which was left open-ended to 
provide the necessary view of the area to be supervised. 

LASTING MEMORIES
With a cash collection from all of the Gardaí involved, we 
purchased portable gas heaters and a supply of bottled 
gas. Empty five-gallon oil drums served as seats on which 
to rest.
     We spent a month there, including Christmas, before 
we were transferred back to our respective home stations 
– a month of lasting memories. The mission was a job well 
done with assistance from the local populace, to whom a 
special thanks was (and is) extended. 

BORDER DUTy

WARM 
RECEPTION 
ON FROSTY 
BORDER 
PATROL

The nature of policing is such that the Garda Síochána are involved in the work of virtually 
every Government Department whenever and wherever a Garda response is required. The 
following case of Gardaí on duty in Donegal in 1967 is one example, writes Hugh Byrne, 
Dublin North Branch.



The Soloheadbeg Ambush, where two long-serving 
policemen were killed on the same day as the first 

meeting of Dáil Éireann, was seen by many as the physical 
embodiment of an aspiration expressed by that Dáil to 
achieve Irish independence, and a sequel to the ‘1916 Rising’. 
     Revolutionaries such as Tipperary’s Dan Breen and Séan 
Treacy believed that the RIC was the real power behind the 
British grip on Ireland, and had been behind the collapse of 
the ‘1916 Rising’. 
     Breen categorised the organisation as “a pack of 
deserters, spies and hirelings”. Many militant nationalists 
based their hatred of the RIC on what they had learned about 
the force’s role in assisting evictions in past generations. 
     Eamon O’Duibhir, a member of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood from Tipperary, said he found it “nauseating 
to think that those men stood with arms in their hands to 
protect the evictors throwing the poor people of their own 
race out of their homes”.
     Following the Rising and the escalation of militant 
nationalism, the formation of an alternative government 
commenced with the inaugural meeting of Dáil Éireann in 
Dublin’s Mansion House. 
     While historic events in Soloheadbeg, overshadowed 
those proceedings, sparking a chain of events which had 
profound consequences. 

ELEMENT OF RUTHLESSNESS
While there had been sporadic attacks on the RIC since 1916, 
the Soloheadbeg Ambush had a new element of ruthlessness. 
The rationale behind the ambush was to seize gelignite for 
use by the IRA, but Breen’s later statements show that a 
calculated decision was made to seize the gelignite forcibly 
and kill the escorting policemen, notwithstanding instructions 
to the contrary from IRA headquarters. 
     Frustrated from the lack of military action following ‘The 
Rising’, Breen and Treacy decided that “positive military 
action was necessary” and discussed potential targets, which 
would “serve to get the ball rolling in Tipperary”.
     In December 1918 information was received that a 
shipment of gelignite destined for use at Soloheadbeg quarry 
was about to be sent to Tipperary town military barracks. 

     The explosives 
would be taken 
by county council 
employees from 
the barracks and 
escorted by the 
RIC to the quarry. 
The IRA estimated 
that the escort 
would consist of six 
policemen. 
     Twelve 
members of the 3rd 
Tipperary brigade 
were selected to 
participate in the 
ambush. From 
15 January two 
scouts were posted 
to watch for the 
shipment. 
     The remaining 
members of 
the ambush 
party concealed 
themselves nearby 
and lay in wait. This 
routine was repeated 
for six consecutive 
days.

VOLUNTEER DISCUSSIONS
Brigade quartermaster Tadgh Crowe recalled that the 
volunteers discussed the possible strength of the RIC escort 
and what action should be taken to capture or disarm them. 
     He believed that the policemen would surrender when 
called upon to do so and was certain that “none of the IRA 
volunteers contemplated that the venture would end in 
bloodshed and loss of life”.
     Breen was less circumspect about the use of violence, 
later stating that he had the full intention of shooting down 

‘NAILED ON 
THE SPOT’ 

THE SOLOHEADBEG AMBUSH (1919)
On 21 January 1919 two constables of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) were shot dead 
by the IRA at Soloheadbeg, Co. Tipperary. There is consensus amongst historians that this 

ambush triggered the 1919-22 conflict, known as the War of Independence. 
Sgt John Reynolds looks at this momentous event in Irish history.

Revolutionaries such as Tipperary’s Dan 
Breen and Séan Treacy (above) believed 

that the RIC was the real power behind the 
British grip on Ireland.

.
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The 3rd Tipperary Brigade was one of 80 units that 
constituted the IRS since the time of their formation 
from the Irish Volunteers, until after the Civil War.
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the escort as an “assertion of the national 
right to deny the free passage of an armed 
enemy”.
     On the morning of 21 January the 
ambush party reassembled, now reduced 
to eight in number because of the 
prolonged nature of the operation. 
     At noon a scout signalled that a horse 
and cart containing the gelignite had left 
the barracks in Tipperary. 
     Two council employees, James 
Godfrey and Patrick Flynn, were on the 
cart, accompanied by constables James 
McDonnell and Patrick O’Connell. 

RIFLES SLUNG
The policemen walked behind the cart with their rifles slung. 
Crowe stated they had been given instructions not to fire 
without orders from Séan Treacy or Séamus Robinson, the 
officer commanding the third brigade.
     However, Breen recounted that he and Treacy had decided 
before the ambush that they were going to “shoot whatever 
number of police came along as an escort”. The order 
“Hands Up” was shouted by Treacy, but volleys of rifle and 
revolver shots rang out simultaneously and both constables 
died instantly. 
     The bodies of the dead policemen were searched and 
their rifles, handcuffs and ammunition taken. Later Breen 
expressed his regret that were only two policemen on the 
escort instead of the expected six.
     In the aftermath of the ambush Tipperary was declared a 
Special Military Area, and Breen, Treacy and the others went 
on the run. 

HUGE SYMBOLISM
The fact that the Soloheadbeg Ambush coincided with the 
Dáil meeting was accidental, but for militant nationalists this 
coincidence gave the ambush huge symbolism. 
     The ruthless nature of the ambush came as a shock to 
Sinn Féin’s moderate members, the volunteer movement and 
the wider population. 
     Constable O’Connell from Coachford in Cork was 30 
years old and engaged to be married. Fellow ambush victim, 
Constable McDonnell, was a widower with seven children, 
was 56 and from Belmullet in Mayo. He had served in 
Tipperary for 26 years. 
     The actions of the IRA were denounced at the time 
as morally indefensible, amounting to nothing more than 
common murder. 
     The ‘Irish Independent’ reported widespread indignation 
in the area caused by the deaths, and made the point that 
neither policeman had been connected with “recent political 
prosecutions in the county”.

EVIDENCE AT INQUEST
An inquest into the deaths took place on 22 January. Council 

employees Godfrey and Flynn were called as witnesses. 
     RIC Inspector General Byrne believed that one or both of 
them knew the killers but that they “could not, or will not 
identify them”.
     At the inquest neither revealed the identity of the killers 
and their evidence was regarded as “of the most confusing 
character”, with Flynn reportedly fainting while in the witness 
box.
     A poignant moment occurred during the inquest when 
the son of Constable McDonnell intervened and asked the 
witness whether his father had “been given a dog’s chance 
… or given time to deliver up the explosives”.
     The coroner intervened to point out that the purpose of 
the inquest was only to ascertain the cause of death, but did 
express his opinion that both constables had been “nailed on 
the spot”. 

SADDEST CASES
He described the tragedy as one of the saddest cases that 
had happened in Tipperary or any part of Ireland for many 
years.
     The jury returned a verdict that the deaths of the two 
policemen were due to shots fired by masked men, and 
expressed sympathy with their relatives.
     That day public gatherings were prohibited and posters 
were posted outside every police barracks in the country 
offering a reward of £1,000 for Breen’s capture.  
     The Soloheadbeg Ambush caused tension between IRA 
GHQ and those involved, and a meeting took place shortly 
afterwards during which IRA chief of staff Richard Mulcahy 
pressurised Breen, Treacy and others to leave Ireland and go 
to the USA. 
 
IRA MEETING
Mulcahy stated that as their actions were entirely of their 
own accord, they could not be stood over by GHQ. Breen 
stated they did not intend to leave the country, to which 
Mulcahy replied that if they stayed they would be disobeying 

the ruling of GHQ. 
     He added that if they were arrested or killed by the 
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enemy, it could not be acknowledged that they had acted 
with authority and that they would therefore be branded as 
common murderers.
     Breen stated later that, within the leadership of GHQ, only 
Michael Collins and Cathal Brugha supported their decision to 
remain in Ireland. 
     Following the ambush, the gunmen of the third Tipperary 
brigade assumed iconic status for militant volunteers. Collins 
believed that “the sooner fighting is forced and a general 
state of disorder created throughout the country, the better it 
will be for the country”.
     The ‘Daily News’ reported the wider significance of the 
killings and what may result from them, stating that the 
“well-meaning idealists in Dáil Éireann were utterly unable to 
control the physical-force men in the provinces”. 

STATE OF WAR
The situation escalated dramatically on 31 January 1919 
when ‘An t-Óglach’, the journal of the Irish Volunteers, 
ominously declared a state of war to exist between Ireland 
and England. 
     “Every volunteer is entitled to use all legitimate methods 
of warfare against the soldiers and policemen of the English 
usurper and to slay them if necessary,” it read. 
     The implications were clear. The IRA had declared war on 
the British Empire and their fellow Irishmen in the RIC were 
the primary targets. 
     The Soloheadbeg ambush also caused profound shock 
within the RIC. Patrick Shea, the son of an RIC sergeant 
serving in Templemore, recalled that there was “incredulity, 
fear, horror, and angry words, my father was silent and grim 
and mother could not conceal her anxiety”.
     In March 1919 the RIC inspector general reported his 
concerns at the tone of speeches by recently elected Sinn Féin 
members of parliament, which showed an increasing hostility 
towards the RIC. 
     He believed it was “indicative of their intention to make 
governance impossible by intimidation of the police”. In a 
speech given on 20 April 1919 by Sinn Féin MP for Cork 
north, Patrick O’Keefe, the RIC were described as a “black 
army” which prevented Ireland from having its freedom. 
 
BOYCOTT OF POLICE
A significant escalation of the campaign against the RIC 
occurred on 10 April 1919 when the Dáil formally authorised 
a boycott of the police. 
     The resolution moved by Éamon De Valera called on 
people to ostracise members of the police forces acting as 
agents of the British government. 
     A definition of ‘social ostracisation’ was drafted and 
presented to the Dáil which declared that the police should 
be treated as persons who were guilty of treason to their 
country, to be regarded as unworthy to enjoy any of the 
privileges or comforts which arise from cordial relations with 
the public. 
     It went on to stipulate that policemen and their families 

should receive no social recognition from the people except 
such as was absolutely necessary and that they should not 
be saluted or spoken to in the streets or elsewhere nor their 
salutes returned. 
     Addressing the Dáil in April 1919 De Valera described 
the RIC as “spies in our midst” and went on to say that they 
should not be tolerated socially as if they were law abiding 
citizens. “They should be made to understand that the people 
of Ireland loath them and their vocation,” he added. 

ANNIVERSARY OF AMBUSH
On the 50th anniversary of the Soloheadbeg Ambush 
(21 January 1969) a notice appeared in the Irish Times 
commemorating Constables McDonnell and O’Connell “in 
proud memory of two fine Irishmen … and their gallant Irish 
comrades of the old RIC”.
     By that time the term “old” had come into common use 
to distinguish the pre-1919 RIC as a civil force from its final 
incarnation which included the Black and Tans and Auxiliary 
Division. 
     In May 2010 a new memorial garden was formally 
opened inside the grounds of Dublin Castle to commemorate 
members of An Garda Síochána killed in the line of duty since 
1922. 
     The garden also contains a plaque which commemorates 
deceased members of both the RIC and the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police. 
     Such gestures are tacit acknowledgements that the 
85,208 men who served in the Irish Constabulary between 
1814 and 1922, and up to 500 who died in the 1919-22 
period alone, are as worthy of remembrance as other victims 
of the conflict.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sergeant John Reynolds is based at the Garda College in 
Templemore. He established the Garda College Museum in 
2002. His PhD in history from the University of Limerick is 
on the subject of the RIC in Tipperary from 1919-22. 

Reservations about the Treaty caused division within the Tipperary 
Brigade. Some members sided with the Provisional Government, 
(later the Irish Free state), while others remained neutral during 
the ensuing Civil War.



SHORT STORy 

Joe swore that he’d never place a bet with Billy. Not ever! 
     And, from the time Billy took over the family 

bookmaking business, Joe stopped going there altogether, 
except on the ‘big’ days, when the temptation became 
so overpowering that he couldn’t resist. But horses were 
Joe’s concern every day, and it was a godsend to him when 
O’Shaughnessy opened his betting office on Station Road. 
Before that, Joe was certain he had missed out on winners, 
having to traipse off to the county town nine miles away to 
back a horse. 
     He lived alone over his shut-up public house in Market 
Street, opening it one day in the year to keep the licence. The 
shop front hadn’t been painted for 15 years, and his father’s 
name was no longer legible over the door. That bothered Joe, 
and he promised himself that the next win would renovate 
everything. The next win, however, was always sure to go 
back the way it came; so the splendid new appearance for 
the shop never got past the design stage inside Joe’s head. 
     But, at the worst of times, Joe never even considered 
selling the land he owned at the Creamery Cross – the fields 
the Donnelly family had been farming since his father’s time. 
     Four times a year he went to Billy’s; didn’t wait to be 
asked; arrived about noon; wanted no payment, and Billy was 
shrewd enough not to offer it.

BETTING PROCEDURE
The two clerks saw him at the door that last Saturday; black 
hair oiled back, greying behind the ears; cigarette dangling on 
lower lip; the sallow hue on the wrinkled skin of his forehead 
emphasising the piercing eyes, which flickered for a moment 
when he slipped in behind the counter and greeted them.
     Billy nodded. 
     Joe nodded back.
     Neither of them smiled.
     You wouldn’t know that they were brothers; Billy, stocky, 
red-faced, fussing; Joe, long and spare – like the stalk of a 
tulip after the wind has blown its petals away; slight stoop; 
speaking little. 
     The girls liked Joe. Familiar with the betting procedure, he 
worked fast and was a great help. But they wondered why he 
continued to come. It was clear to them for a long time that 
Billy had no time for him, and Joe knew it.
     Shrimp was there as usual that afternoon; never missed a 
day gadding between the two betting offices. And nobody 
had ever seen him do any work other than tend the garden 
of his widowed mother’s council house. 
     He shouted up to Joe.

     ‘What are you going for in the big one, Joe?’
     Joe didn’t reply immediately; he was helping an old man 
who was confused about the name of the horse he wanted 
to back. 
     ‘Let you know in a while, Shrimp. Don’t go away!’

PAINTING THE SCENE
The wireless, high up on a shelf behind the clerks, was 
crackling away, the commentator painting the scene at the 
race meeting – the bright colours of the jockeys mounting 
for races and settling themselves in the stirrups; the nervous 
antics of the horses; owners and trainers standing around in 
little groups in the parade ring. 
     The scratchy voice coughed in and out, but the 
exaggerated descriptions, and the background revelling of 
the crowd on the course, increased the excitement in Billy 
Flynn’s of Main Street where all attention now centred on the 
main event.
     Shrimp lounged about and waited, and Joe eventually 
handed him a neatly-folded paper with banknotes in the 
middle, and told him to have a look at his choice, but to hurry 
up to O’Shaughnessy’s to place the bet.
     Joe was busy writing dockets for many of the ‘one-day-
a-year’ gamblers, who dropped in to have a small each-way 
flutter in the big race. He knew most of them by name, and 
made sure they got their money on. 
It was coming up to 3.45pm. 
     A silvery bead raced down his cheek, and when the 
commentator announced “They’re off!” he slid his chair back 
to stretch his legs, took a long drag on the cigarette, inhaled 
with great satisfaction, and closed his eyes. 
     But it was difficult to hear the commentary. A roar had 
saluted the start and was followed by swearing when two 
horses fell at the first; and, after that, bursts of cheering vied 

with more bouts of cursing, in spite of Billy’s calls for quiet. 

VOCIFEROUS PUNTERS
At about the half-way stage of the race, Joe opened his eyes 
and attempted to light a cigarette from the butt in his hand. 
He couldn’t get the two ends to meet together, and he sat 
there in the stuffy atmosphere, breathing heavily through his 
nose, the unlit cigarette jammed between his lips. He saw 
Shrimp arriving back inside the door and shoving his way 
towards him, and signalled to him to stay where he was. 
     The vociferous punters had quietened down, maybe 
having nothing left to cheer about, as the favourite, never 
jumping well, was pulled up after refusing at the 12th, and 

JOE A trip to a betting office takes an unexpected 
turn for Joe, resorting him a decision he 
never expected to make, in this short story by 
Jim O’Brien, Dublin West Branch.

Síocháin 63



other fancied horses were dropping back behind the leaders. 
But suddenly the cheering erupted again! 
     An outside chance had taken up the running four from 
home, had gained three or four lengths on the field, and, 
having cleared the last jump, was trying to hold off the 
challenge of the second favourite, which had come up late 
on the outside, and was making a gallant effort to reduce the 
gap in the run to the finish.
     It was close! Very close! But the tiring outsider, displaying 
real class, was urged on by a steely, experienced jockey, and 
refused to give up; and, at the line, probably had its nose in 
front.
     Sweat glistened in the furrows of Joe’s forehead as he 
strained to catch every word of the hysterical commentator. 
Leaning forward like a sinewy cat ready to pounce, the 
anxiety in his dark dilated eyes highlighted the white knuckles 
clenched underneath his chin and the bloodless lips closed 
tight on the cigarette – but only until the 66-to-one long 
shot, ‘Sound of Silence’, was declared the winner! 
     Then he threw his head up, flung the cigarette from his 
mouth, and hit the counter hard with the palms of both 
hands. Gritting his teeth, he growled “You’re a beauty!”, and 
now a wild delight danced in his eyes.  

PAYDAY 
Billy was smiling; it was payday for him, if not for his regular 
customers. They were already turning to the list of runners 
in the next race, as Shrimp, breathless, finally reached the 
counter.
     ‘Joe, Joe, I didn’t get it on, I didn’t get it on!’
     Joe took no notice. What Shrimp was saying didn’t sink in.
     Shrimp desperately tried to be heard.
     ‘Joe, I didn’t get it on, I didn’t get it on!’ 
     He was distressed as he handed Joe the piece of paper 
with the two £10 notes in the middle.
     ‘What do you mean, Shrimp, you didn’t get it on?’
     ‘The place was thronged. I couldn’t get to the counter in 
time. They took off before I got there, and O’ Shaughnessy 
wouldn’t take the bet even though they were only racing to 
the first.’
     The after-race discussions began to die down. Something 
was wrong. The girls looked grave, and Billy came over to 
find out what was happening. When they told him, he picked 
up the crumpled bit of paper, as an unusual quietness spread 
through the betting office.
     ‘Sound of Silence’, £20 for a win”, clearly written in Joe’s 
copperplate hand, stared up at him. 
     For what seemed a long time, Billy stood examining 
the paper, and tapping his lips with his fingers. And then, 
scrutinising his older brother’s tortured face, he spoke slowly 
and deliberately – almost in a whisper.
     “Maybe that’ll teach you – at last!” 
     And he held out the paper and the two £10 notes towards 
Joe. 
     But Billy wasn’t prepared for the fury which broke in front 
of him!

EYES BLAZING
Joe leapt to his feet, sending his chair crashing back against 
the wall, and his whole body shook as he towered over the 
bookmaker in his anger. Only inches away from Billy, his fists 
were opening and closing down by his sides, and his lips were 
quivering, as if he would say something. 
     But no sound came. And, suddenly, with eyes blazing, he 
swung around and struck Billy hard with his right shoulder, 
knocking the money from his hand. Then, lunging forward 
without a word, he lifted the end of the counter to get out, 
slammed it down again, and stormed towards the door, the 
puzzled onlookers stepping aside to let him by. 
     Shrimp, slinking after him, head hanging, couldn’t hide 
the tears in his eyes. 
     And Joe knew then that he wouldn’t speak to Billy again, 
or walk on his side of the street, and for three nights he 
hardly slept at all. On the Tuesday morning he called to 
Hayes, the solicitor, and, later that day, hired Jim Connell, the 
hackney man, to drive him out to the Creamery Cross to Ned 
Donnelly’s place. 
     Ned welcomed him and, as they drank tea together, Joe 
knocked the ash from his cigarette and explained the purpose 

‘Joe, Joe, I didn’t get it 
on, I didn’t get it on!’
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of his visit.
     ‘I’m going to sell the land, Ned, and I’d like you to have it 
if you want it.’
     ‘This is a surprise, Joe! Are you sure? We must have it now 
for the best part of 45 years or more. My father rented the 
fields from your father, and I’m happy renting. Would you not 
be better to hang on for another while?’
     ‘No, Ned. I want to sell it now. It’s the right time for me.’
‘If you’re sure, Joe, I’d certainly want it, and I’d be willing to 
pay you a fair price. But your father, God rest him, would be 
sorry to see it leave the family.’
     ‘He would, Ned. He would! But he’d be happy to see it go 
to Dan Donnelly’s son when it has to go.’
     The deal was done and they shook hands.

THE COMPLETE PICTURE
On the way home, Joe asked the driver to stop as they passed 
the land. 
     He lit a fresh cigarette and, with difficulty, hauled himself 
out of the car. He attempted to button his coat which hung 
loosely about him but gave up, and stood with his arms 
resting on the galvanized gate, his coattails floating behind 
him. Ned Donnelly’s Herefords tensed and stared, but Joe 
didn’t see them as he gazed out over the land, nor did he 
notice the chill in the wind which blew the cigarette smoke 
back in his face.   
     He was fumbling in his mind with the bits and pieces of a 
jigsaw puzzle all jumbled up together. 
     And then, in an instant, he saw the complete picture 
– the two galloping mares and the small boy racing in 
his imagination with them, knitting-needle arms and legs 
springing like pistons, as he danced up and down in crepe-

soled sandals on the screeching gate.
     The mares were Big Brown and Goldie, and the smaller 
Goldie’s fetlocks flew like chasing yellow butterflies behind 
the threatening swish of Big Brown’s black tail, as the 
powerful curves of their necks and shoulders shone sleek and 
bright in the morning sunlight, and the dark divots from their 
hooves rose into the air behind them.  
     And, when the golden mane and smaller head of Goldie 
surged to the front, the boy tugged at his father’s coat and 
shrieked with delight.  
     ‘Daddy, Daddy! Goldie is faster, Goldie is faster!’
     And Patrick Flynn, rejoicing in his child’s enthusiasm for 
the nobility and beauty of the magnificent animals he himself 
loved, smiled and put his arm around the boy’s waist.
     Joe gripped the top bar of the gate tight with both 
hands before turning his back to the hill field. He rubbed the 
sleeve of his gabardine across his eyes, spat the remains of 
the cigarette from his mouth, and rooted in his pocket for 
another. 
     And Jim Connell, eyeing the expression on his face as he 
dragged his legs into the car, thought it better not to talk for 
the rest of the journey back to town.

SHORT STORy 
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WORK EMAILS – 
HOW FAST SHOULD 

YOU REPLY?

The majority of people who send a work-related email 
expect a reply within 12 and 24 hours, according to a 

new survey. At work, nearly one in five people expect you 
to answer an email within 12 hours. 
     No one appreciates a week-long wait. However, 10 per 
cent of people say they’re prepared to wait a week for an 
answer to a personal email.
     In reality, people respond even more often than that. 
Nearly one-third of employees respond to emails at work 
within 15 minutes and almost one-quarter of people within 
30 minutes, according to another survey. 
     As much as 70 per cent of workers use work email to 
send personal emails, too, even though they remain the 
property of the company and can be easily read by the IT 
department. 

INSTANT MESSAGING
The popularity of instant messaging has put everyone 
on high alert says Dan Schawbel, author of ‘Promote 
Yourself: The New Rules for Career Success’ and founder of 
Millennial Branding, a management and consulting firm. 
     “People are more demanding, especially millennials, 
and want real-time communication, which is why texting, 
instant messaging and Facebook chat are so popular.
     “If you don’t hear from someone in an hour, you 
immediately feel like they are ignoring you because you’re 
used to instant gratification,” he adds.
     The answer is respond promptly. Waiting 12 hours to 
answer a work email is one surefire way to lose business 
and alienate people. 
     “Turnaround demand is at least twice that fast,” 
says Jonathan Bernstein, president of public relations 
consultancy Bernstein Crisis Management. “I have both 

landed and retained business because of how promptly I 
respond.” 

ONE MINUTE RULE
Gretchen Rubin, author of ‘The Happiness Project,’ spent a 
year trying out studies and philosophy about what makes 
people happy. She recommends the ‘one minute rule’ for 
all tasks so they take up less space in your head. If it takes 
less than one minute to respond, do it.
     That doesn’t mean taking it to extremes by setting an 
expectation that you will check your email outside of office 
hours. Worried about job security, some people never 
switch off.  
     “There is a sense of courtesy when it comes to 
workplace communication,” Schawbel says. “If you aren’t 
responsive to emails, it paints a negative image of you as 
lazy at work.”  
     More than 50 per cent of adults said they check work 
messages at least once a day on the weekend, as well 
as before and after work and when they’re home sick, a 
2013 survey of more than 1,000 people by the American 
Psychological Association found.
     Happy employees know when to switch off. Resisting 
the lure of the inbox cuts down on bad moods and stress, 
according to a study by researchers at the University of 
British Columbia and published in the latest issue of the 
journal ‘Computers in Human Behavior’.
     Some 124 adults — including students, financial 
analysts and medical professionals — were instructed to 
limit checking their email to three times a day for one 
week, while others were told to check email as often as 
possible. Those who checked their emails less often were 
less stressed. Lesson to be learned!

When you get a work email, do you 
reply immediately, let out an expletive, 

or wait and think on it? And what 
happens if it’s the weekend? Noel E. 

O’ Sullivan, Dublin North Branch, 
provides some possible answers.

WORKPLACE TECHNOLOGy
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Thomas O’Keeffe left his native 
Munster vale at Horse and Jockey, 

Moycarkey, Thurles, Tipperary, on 6 
March 1930 to become a member of 
An Garda Síochána. 
     From an early age he took an active 
interest in all aspects of the Gaelic 
Athletic Association (GAA). As handball 
had been included in the Association’s 
charter when it was founded in 1884, 
he developed a special interest in this 
sport.
     He continued to practice the 
game in a handball alley erected by 
his father, Dick O’Keeffe, in 1904, on 
their own lands at Horse and Jockey. 
The alley consisted of three walls and 
remained so up to the early 1950s 
when a glass back wall was added. It 
was roofed soon afterwards.
     Dick O’Keeffe and his brothers James and Joseph played 
with Tubberadora, and were All-Ireland Hurling Champions 
in 1895, 1896 and 1898. They also played handball and 
had the advantage of practicing the game in their own 
handball alley.
     Thomas O’Keeffe continued to gain experience and 
refine his techniques. In 1928 he won the All-Ireland Junior 
Doubles Handball Final, partnered with another great 
handball player, James ‘Shelly’ McCarthy. In that same year, 
he won a silver medal in the ‘Tailteann Games’ handball 
competition.

WINNING WAYS
In 1931 as a member of An Garda 
Síochána he added further success 
by winning the Garda All-Ireland 
Singles Handball Championship and 
the Galway East Divisional Garda 
Championship. 
     The following year he won 
the Galway West Divisional Garda 
Championship. In 1933 he won 
the All-Ireland Garda Síochána 
Intermediate Singles Handball 
Championship, for which he was 
rewarded with a gold medal. Thomas 
proved himself to be a keen golfer as 
well, and won a number of trophies. 
He also excelled in tennis but handball 
was his strength. 
     On 10 July 1934, he married Nora 

Elwood, whose family background also had a sporting 
tradition. Two children, Bill and Richard, were born to 
them. Nora was a wonderful mother and a rock of support 
to her husband throughout his career and sporting 
endeavours.
     Thomas O’Keeffe gained a wide experience of policing 
having served at Letterkenny, Garda Depot, Phoenix Park, 
Ardrahan, Galway, Kildare, Athenry, Loughrea and Killaloe. 
He worked in various capacities including uniform duties, 
crime investigation, as a Chief Superintendent’s driver and 
a Superintendent’s clerk. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
He also used his knowledge and experience to good effect 
when he involved himself in community activities in his 
area. No doubt his experience and successes in sport, 
particularly as an All-Ireland champion handballer, coupled 
with his standing as a member of An Garda Síochána, 
enhanced his reputation and made it easier for him to be 
accepted into the community. 
     Having been a loyal member of the force for 34 years 
and 83 days, sadly he died while serving on 27 May 1964.

*Thanks to Bill O’Keeffe, Governor (retired) of Limerick 
Prison, and Monsignor Richard O’Keeffe, Arizona, US, for 
their assistance in compiling this article on their father, the 
late Garda Thomas O’Keeffe.

HANDBALL 
CHAMPION
GARDA THOMAS O’KEEFFE (1909-1964)

Thomas O’Keeffe, winner of the All-Ireland Junior Doubles Hand-
ball Final in 1928, pictured here with James ‘Shelly’ McCarthy, 
and Fr Philip Fogarty, a friend of the O’Keeffe family and presi-
dent of the Horse and Jockey Handball Club. (Pic: Bill O’Keeffe)

Garda Thomas O’Keeffe’s 
love of handball brought 
him great sporting triumphs, 
both within the ranks and 
at national level. Gerald 
Higgins, Limerick City 
Branch, traces the roots of 
Garda O’Keeffe’s success in 
handball alleys across the 
country, while improving 
the lives of those in the 
communities he served as a 
respected Garda.

GARDAI REMEMBERED
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On 9 October 2014, at his home in Gortamullen, Ken-
mare, PJ McIntyre– beloved father of the late Garda 

Seamus and brother of the late Damien – passed from this 
world bravely and courageously having fought a battle with 
illness over the last number of years.
     Our deepest sympathies go to his loving wife Mamie, 
son Br Padraig OSB, daughter Geraldine, son-in-law Mickey, 
grandchildren John Mark, Gary and Mary, brothers Noel, 
Sean and Brendan, sisters Pauline, Peggy, Sheila, Dolores, 
Marcella and Bernadette, neighbours and friends.
     PJ arrived in Kenmare in 1966, having been previously 
stationed in Rathmore, Co. Kerry, along with another 
outstanding GAA-playing Garda Noel Power. Over the 
coming years they were to help transform the fortunes of 
Kenmare Shamrocks and Kenmare District Board teams.
     It started with the Kerry under 14 Football Championship 
1968. At senior level a Towns Cup title followed in 
1968, coupled with winning three intermediate county 
championships in 1968, 1970 and 1972. 
     In 1972 Kenmare Shamrocks won a Kerry County 
Football League Division 1 title and represented Kerry in the 
Munster Club Championship where they ran Nemo Rangers 
very close. In 1974 the Kenmare District Board Team and PJ 
reached the Holy Grail when he lined out in his first senior 
county championship final, beating Shannon Rangers 2-12 
to 1-5. 
     It was his second county championship final having lined 
out unsuccessfully with his native St Rynagh’s of Offaly in 
1962. In 1965 Offaly reached the Leinster U21 football final 
losing by four points to eventual All-Ireland U21 champions 
Kildare. St Rynagh’s had four men on the starting 15 – PJ 
and his brother Damien, Paudge 
Mulhare and Seamus Grogan.
     PJ was an equally adept hurler 
and contributed in great measure 
to both Kenmare and Kerry. He 
lined out at fullback on the Kerry 
Intermediate team that won the 
1970 Munster Championship along 
with the late Paudie Finnegan from 
Kenmare. 
     In 1987 PJ was the manager 
of the Kenmare District Board 
team that won their second Senior 
County Championship beating Dr 
Crokes of Killarney with a late goal 
on a score of 3-10 to 18 points. 
In more recent years P J had again 

taken on the mantle of administration with the role of 
chairman of the Kenmare District Board.
     Outside of playing he also took on the role of Secretary 
of Kenmare Shamrocks, and undertook a major fundraising 
campaign to build dressing rooms and to generally 
professionalise the overall approach of the club. 
     PJ was an outstanding member of An Garda Síochána 
with a fantastic presence and charisma. He was well known 
in the locality for his care of the elderly quietly checking on 
them on a regular basis to ensure all was well, particularly 
isolated rural farmers. 
     His bravery and courageous spirit was marked with his 
award of a Scott Bronze medal in 1965 for disarming an 
armed man. He was a man of high standards and that also 
applied when it came to the renovation of the local Garda 
Station. When it emerged that the Sergeant’s residence 
and the station had to be accommodated in the existing 
building, PJ stated that it was not good enough. I was 
extremely happy and privileged to support his stand until 
the plans were redrawn and adequate station space was 
incorporated into the station as we now know it.
     Thousands attended his removal to Holy Cross Church in 
Kenmare and subsequent burial alongside his son Seamus 
who died tragically in a traffic accident in April 2001. The 
Kenmare GAA District Board provided a guard of honour on 
the evening of the removal with An Garda Siochana, both 
serving and retired doing likewise on the morning of the 
funeral.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam uasal.

George Maybury, Dublin West Branch

PJ McIntyre (fourth from left) pictured at the 25th anniversary 
celebration of the winning team and officials in 2012. 

APPRECIATION TRIBUTE 

PJ McIntyre, Kenmare, Co. Kerry
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THOMAS (TOM) COLLUM
Roscrea Road,
Templemore, Co. Tipperary
Birthplace: 
Castlemahon, 
Co. Limerick
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 15132G
Date of Death: 
21 December 2013

Tom was born in April 1940 and received 
his education at the Castlemahon Primary 
School and the secondary school in 
Newcastle West. He worked at Phelan’s 
Hardware Store in the town before joining 
the Garda Síochána in November 1962.      
On completion of training at the Phoenix 
Park Depot he was allocated to Callan 
and Corbetstown in Co. Kilkenny before 
a posting to Portlaw, Co. Waterford. 
Shortly after the Garda Training Centre 
was established in Templemore, Tom was 
allocated to the staff at the Guardroom.
     He met Geraldine Halley from Kilkenny 
City in 1964 and they married two years 
later and raised a family of two, Mary and 
Seán. In 1991, Seán followed his father’s 
footsteps into the force and is now a 
Garda Sergeant based in Rathfarnham.
     Tom was very much a community 
Garda who was firm but fair. His talents 
were identified by Garda Management and 
for the last 11 years of his service he was 
appointed a Garda JLO for North Tipperary, 

based at Templemore Station. He had a 
passion for the GAA that grew from his 
time as a player when he won a Munster 
Minor medal in 1956 with his native 
Limerick. He worked tirelessly for 40 years 
for the Templemore Club JK Brackens.   
After his retirement from the force in April 
1997, he was appointed to the role of GAA 
Servicing Officer for post primary schools in 
Tipperary and the Munster region.
     An excellent Bridge player he organised 
many Bridge Drives for charity. Tom was 
regarded as a gentleman by anyone who 
knew him. He is greatly missed by his wife 
Geraldine, daughter Mary, son Seán, son-
in-law Michael, daughter-in-law Catherine 
and his beloved grand-children Ciara, 
Aisling, Tomás, and Oisín.
     Geraldine, Mary, Seán and families very 
much appreciate and thank both serving 
and retired members of the force who 
attended his funeral or sent messages of 
sympathy.
Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

Dan O’Neill, who sadly passed away on 8 January 2015, was 
aptly described in the book of condolences by An Taoiseach, 
Enda Kenny, as fear le misneach; it fittingly described Dan’s 
courage because when he was stricken with disability and 
wheelchair bound in later years he did not submit. 
     When Dan attended the Diamond Jubilee dinner in 
Mullingar on 8 June 2014 to commemorate the 1954 
induction into An Garda Síochána he was ebullient; the 
next morning at breakfast he advocated a re-assembly next 
year; I regret dear friend that if such occurs it will not be in 
Mullingar. The great Dan O’Neill, Garda Reg. No. 10734, is 
on a new parade ground all correct and regular.
     On Monday 12 January 2015 the Cathedral in Galway 
was full of mourners to say farewell to Dan O’Neill before 
he was laid to rest. Before Holy Mass began the celebrant 
announced that Archbishop Michael Neary of Tuam offered 
his condolences and was represented at the altar; and also 
that An Taoiseach Enda Kenny was represented by his aide-
de-camp Comdt Ciarán Carey.
     His coffin was draped in Ireland’s national colours to 
represent Dan’s service in the Garda Síochána, in the red 
and green of the Mayo football team, in the red and white 

of the Louth football team.  
     Dan O’Neill is honoured 
in the GAA Hall of Fame in 
Mayo and Louth – he was on 
the Mayo team that won the 
National Football League in 
1954 and the Louth team that 
won the All Ireland Football 
Final in 1957.
During his life he accepted 
every challenge and enjoyed success. We are told that his 
favourite poem was John Keats’ When      I Have Fears That 
I May Cease To Be, which described the poet’s concern that 
he might not live long enough to achieve all his ambitions. 
     I am sure that any such fear is put to rest with Dan’s 
mortal remains as he contemplates the beatific vision, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with 
a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master’s happiness! Matthew 25:23.  
Air dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

Brendon K. Colvert, Mullingar Branch

APPRECIATION TRIBUTE

Dan O’Neill, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 
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GREG MULKEEN
Halldene Drive, 
Bishopstown, Cork City
Birthplace: 
Bekan, 
Ballyhaunis, 
Co. Mayo
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13523B
Date of Death: 

27 August 2014.

Greg, the youngest in a family of ten 
was born in October 1937. Three of his 
sisters gave a lifetime of devoted service 
to the religious life while Greg, Christy and 
Austin joined the Gardaí. In July 1958, he 
was attested to the force and following 
training was allocated to Boyle, Co. 
Roscommon, and later to Taughmaconnell 
and Newbliss, Co. Monaghan. In 1962, 
he was transferred to Dennehy’s Cross 
Garda Station, Cork, later moving to 
the Bridewell, before his final posting to 
Barrack Street. There he spent 22 happy 
years before retirement from the force on 
29 October 1994.
     Greg was a great communicator with a 
great interest in meeting people. He lived 
life to the full and enjoyed every minute 
of it. He never took life’s problems too 
seriously, never in a hurry, always calm, 
looking on the bright side, with time for 
everyone. 
     In the summer of 1964 at a ballroom 
in Ballyhaunis, he met Mary Tarmey who 
was then on vacation from New York. They 
conducted a transatlantic romance by post 
and got married two years later.
     A keen footballer, he was a proud 
winner of a Colleran-Cup medal with St 
Coleman’s College team in 1953. Four 
years later, he wore the Ballyhaunis GAA 

colours to help the team win the Mayo 
County Junior Football Championship. In 
1958, he was a member of the Ballyhaunis 
team that won the Mayo County Senior 
Football title. In the early 1960s Greg 
played for the Cork Garda Junior football 
teams but picked-up an Achilles tendon 
injury.  
     A lover of the great outdoors, he could 
always be seen on his bike and was also 
very fond of the leisure centre where 
he used to swim regularly. Greg was a 
well-known and much loved character 
around Bishopstown. Despite spending 52 
wonderful years in Cork he loved his native 
county and loved to support the Mayo 
team in Croke Park. 
     Following his retirement from the force, 
he joined Bishopstown Pitch & Putt Club 
which was his passion. His family was his 
true treasure, his children Liam and Ann 
were his pride and joy and he is sadly 
missed by them and his loving wife Mary.
     Mary, Liam, Ann, daughter-in-law 
Mirian, son-in-law Brian and grand-children 
Mia and Milo Greg, wish to thank both 
serving and retired members who attended 
Greg’s funeral or sent messages of 
sympathy. A special word of thanks for Sgt 
Chris Cronin, Bishopstown.

Dermott was the youngest of three sons, 
all of whom were members of An Garda 
Síochána; Detective Sgt Brian Walsh 
(deceased) and Detective Chief Supt Basil 
Walsh (retired).
     After joining the force in November 
1968 Dermott was stationed for a period 
in Cavan town before moving to the 
nearby village of Stradone, a vast rural 
area which he patrolled by push bike. After 
three years there, he transferred to the 
village of Kilnaleck in Co. Cavan where he 
both lived and served for the next 40 years. 
He enjoyed playing handball in the local 
alley and swimming in the nearby lakes. 
His fondness for handball led to both a 
county singles’ and doubles’ title in 1976.
     For much of his adult life Dermott 
suffered with a degenerative physical 
illness which eventually confined him to 
desk duties. However, he never allowed 

his physical condition to interfere with his 
intellectual pursuits. He always had a book 
in his hand and read on a wide range of 
topics including History, Philosophy, Irish 
and Russian Literature and Irish Folklore. 
As well as being an avid reader, Dermott 
enjoyed writing, and contributed a number 
of articles to ‘Síocháin’ and ‘The Garda 
Review’, including a tribute to his late 
brother Brian.
     Dermott is greatly missed by his wife 
Margaret, sons Stephen, Ross, Dermott 
and Cian, daughter Afric, grandson 
Dermott and grand-daughter Sadbh. He 
was laid to rest in his native Swinford. 
     The family wishes to thank both serving 
and retired members who attended 
Dermott’s funeral or sent messages of 
sympathy, in particular Gardaí Declan 
Moran and Joe O’Connor.

JOHN JOSEPH DERMOTT 
WALSH
Druim A Domhain,
Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan.
Birthplace: 
Swinford, 
Co. Mayo.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 17316K.
Date of Death: 

30 January 2014
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The Thief of Time
By Michael Brady, 
Mullingar Branch

The thief of time is restless
It’s with us night and day
Even while we slumber
It steals our time away

In childhood and in teenage years
Old age seems so far away
Growing up is a busy time
New adventures, school and play

The prime of life we scramble
There’s so much to be done
But old father time is counting
Each setting of the sun

Those busy years move faster
Not enough time in each day
Or even time to notice
Nature’s ebb of youth away

Vision slightly dimmer
The odd hair turning grey
Footsteps a little slower now
While sleep comes during day

The mind and heart remembers
Times we still hold dear
But the body forever weakens
With the passing of each year

Serenity now replacing
Our one impetuous ways
Demeanour now more mellow
As we live the twilight days

In life we fight many battles
Both in youth and in our decline
But the opponent we can never beat
Is that rogue – The Thief of Time

What Else Do 
You Do?
By John McGonigle, 
Dublin North Branch

What else do you do ‘cept walk about,
Head in the air and chest sticking out.

What else do you ‘cept stop some cars,
Say, blow in this bag you’ve had a few jars.

What else do you do ‘cept, ask is she taxed
‘These are the questions commonly asked’.

Well listen to this with a bit of regard,
‘Cause it’s the business we do in the Life of a Guard-
He’s beating his wife and its gone too far;

Oh!  Forgot to tell ya, They’ve stolen my car,
There’s a pigeon in trouble its ‘ hurted’ its claw;
That bastard up there just busted my jaw.

My daughter’s young son he won’t go to mass,
She got fed up with living and stopped it with gas.
But you’re a pig and scum and a farmers-reject,
It’s often your thanks and only respect.

So next time that you wonder “What Else Do You Do” –
Well add it all up – Now answer it you.
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THE OLD FORGE IS 
A ‘BONNIE’ HOUSE 
IN TERENURE!
On one of his many trips down memory lane, George G. Oliver, Dublin South Branch, recalls 
the Old Forge House in Terenure was once a police barracks and also housed a café with a 
wishing well in the 1980s.

Often on my travels I pass certain buildings, especially 
old ones, and wonder what sort of tale has it to tell. 

One such building is the Old Forge House, 26 Templeogue 
Road, Terenure, which has a large water tap hanging 
outside, indicating that in resident was or still is a plumber 
by trade.
     The name ‘Bonnie’ is on the name plate. There is also 
a physiotherapy practice at the rear of the building called 
Rathdown Physiotherapy. Such is the use of the building 
today.
     In former times this is the main road to Tallaght 
by Dolphin’s Barn, Crumlin and Drimnagh and thence 
by Greenhills Road and Kilnamanagh. The village of 
Templeogue was in a very isolated situation as the then 
estates of Terenure and Bushy Park lay between it and 
the modern Terenure crossroads. The long and straight 
Templeogue Road was not constructed through these 
estates until 1801 and the extension through Balrothery 
to Tallaght Village was constructed around the same time, 
giving a more direct route to Tallaght Village.
     The road from Terenure to Tallaght was at first 
a turnpike road with a gate near the Terenure end. 
The toll house is the tall building on the Fergus Road 
side of Templeogue. (See photograph of the toll 
house as it is today). It was built at an angle to the 
road so as to provide a view in both directions. 
     This house was a police barracks and later served 
as a forge, and also housed a café with a wishing well 
in the 1980s. In fact, Garda Brendan Cahill 
(a keen scuba diver) entered the well at Mr 
Bonnie’s request and retrieved a large sum 
of money in coins which was later donated 
to Crumlin Children’s Hospital. Garda Cahill 
is still serving and is based in Rosscarberry, 
West Cork.
     The toll house existed for some 45 years 
and for a while it was a slum before the 
police moved in around 1849. I cannot find 
anything in the archives about the building 

during the police occupancy except that they stayed there 
until 1878 when they moved to ‘Eglington’, 75 Terenure 
Road North. 
     The Garda Síochána moved in on the inception of the 
Free State and remained in occupancy until 1982 when 
lack of space determined the move to the more spacious 
premises on Terenure Road West. This was the site of one 
of the more handsome seats and villas named New Hall.
     Anyone travelling the Templeogue Road from now 
on need never wonder about this house situated among 
relatively modern houses.

The Toll House and Police Barracks on the Fergus Raod side of Templeogue as it is 
today. (Photo by Rachel Egan, GSRMA House).



The road from Dublin to Mayo has very much 
changed since my ‘boy racer’ days when I first 

drove my 1949 Ford Anglia along that thoroughfare 
in the early 60s; in furious guise and at a rate of 45 miles per 
hour! Nought to 45 could be achieved in about eight min-
utes, providing the wind was in your back and the road had a 
downhill gradient.
     There have been many alterations and by-passes on that 
journey. Church spires away in the distance, now mark all 
the familiar little villages through which we negotiated our 
passage in those bygone days of yore.
     Moy Valley, where wooden hay-rakes 
were manufactured (with a red paper 
label glued to the handle proclaiming 
this fact) is now by-passed. This area 
is now marked by speed traps, ‘Gatso’ 
cameras and traffic calming zones. 
     One of these developments, the 
Charlestown Bypass on the Roscommon-
Mayo border, was dedicated to the 
much loved author, John Healy and the 
opening tape was cut by Noel Dempsey, 
Minister for Transport, on 2 November 
2007.
     Ballaghaderreen, is now also 
bypassed, as is Swinford and the villages 
of Bohola, Ballyvary, and Turlough. 
A motorway runs through the site of 
where the RIC Barracks once stood. 

 
MY FIRST VALENTINE
The same motorway also runs through the site of where the 
‘Pillar Ballroom’ once stood. This was where I met my first 
Valentine in a céilí dance called ‘The Siege of Ennis’ at that 
famous venue, on 14 February, about 56 years ago. 
     After the proposal and acceptance of a ‘mineral’ and a 
few more old time waltzes, she honoured me with ‘lady’s 
choice’, after which I threw caution to the wind and asked if I 

In fondly looking back at his youth 
in Mayo, Tony Ruane, Dublin North 
Branch, recalls his first Valentine, the 
social rules around ‘courting’, and the 
pop culture that dominated the late 
1950s and early 60s in the west of 
Ireland and beyond.

FIRST VALENTINE 
MEMORIES AND A 
PUB WITH NO BEER!

McGloin’s bar and grocery, which now lies 
derelict, is definitely a pub with no beer!

During his ‘boy racer’ days in the 1960s, Tony Ruane 

first drove his 1949 Ford Anglia along the road from 

Dublin to Mayo at a rate of 45 miles per hour!

MEMOIRS OF yOUTH
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could see her home. 
     She coyly agreed to this suggestion, much 
to my delight; as I introduced myself and she 
told me her name was Nora. I was thrilled, of 
course, on this occasion by the fact that I had 
‘squared’ and my heart palpitated behind my 
spotless white shirt and red tie. 
     I used my handkerchief to mop the 
‘Brilliantine’ hair oil that streamed down my 
forehead. Soon it was time for her to go and 
claim her coat in the cloakroom and I awaited 
her return with bated breath. 
     Then we stole away together through 
the moonlight and shadows in the village 
of Ballyvary, out the Turlough road, to the 
secrecy of McGloin’s hay-shed.

THE TOP 20 HIT
There was a heavy snowfall on that cold 
February night and the temperature was 
sub-zero. The bright silvery moonlight was 
streaming through the rust-perforated tin 
roof of the old hay-barn, and elsewhere in that same, large, 
hay-filled shed, another courting couple had their new-
fangled transistor radio tuned in to Radio Luxembourg.  
     At that particular moment in time, Jimmy Young was 
presenting his ‘Top 20 Hits’ programme – Australian ‘Slim 
Dusty’ was singing his smash hit ‘A Pub with No Beer’; the 
lyrics of which went as follows:

Oh, it’s lonesome away from your kindred and all, by the 
campfire at night, where the wild dingoes call. But there’s 
nothin’ so lonesome, so morbid or drear, than to stand in 
the bar of a pub with no beer.

Well, the publican’s anxious for the quota to come, and 
there’s a faraway look on the face of the bum. The maid’s 
gone all cranky and the cook’s actin’ queer – what a terrible 
place is a pub with no beer!

The stock-man rides in with his dry, dusty throat. He steps 
up to the bar and pulls a wad from his coat. But the smile 
on his face quickly turns to a sneer, when the barman says 
sadly, ‘The pub’s got no beer.’

There’s a dog on the veranda, for his master he waits, but 
the boss is inside, drinkin’ wine with his mates. He hurries for 
cover and he cringes in fear. It’s no place for a dog ‘round a 
pub with no beer’.

Then the swagman comes in, covered in dust and flies. He 
throws down his roll, rubs the sweat from his eyes. But when 
he is told he says: ‘What’s this I hear? I’ve trudged 50 flamin’ 
miles to a pub with no beer!
 
Old Billy the blacksmith – the first time in his life – has gone 

home cold sober to his darlin’ wife. He walks in the kitchen; 
she says: ‘You’re early, my dear.’ Then he breaks down and 
he tells her that the pub’s got no beer.

FOND MEMORIES
I think 1959 was the era – Nora was just 17 and I was 
going on 18. Whenever I hear that song, it evokes very fond 
memories of that moment in time and of my adolescent 
innocence.
     Whatever became of Nora? I do not know. She was to 
take the new diesel train at Ballyvary Station, in transit to 
Camden Town, London, where I sincerely hope that she 
married a millionaire. I’m sure she did, because she was a 
beautiful, tall and refined young lady, with bright, blue eyes 
and long, auburn hair. Her sense of humour was droll and 
witty.
     McGloin’s was a drapery shop at the time. It later changed 
ownership and became a bar and grocery, with a seven-day 
licence. Anything from a loaf of bread to a pair of wellington 
boots, a pint of plain porter to a pound of rashers, could be 
purchased. It ended its days as a pub while hay barns and 
other outhouses no longer exist. Now derelict, it is definitely 
at this stage, a pub with no beer.

SLIM DUSTY
Born in 1927 on the mid New South Wales coastline in 
Australia, David Gordon Kirkpatrick wrote his first song at age 
of 10. A year later he changed his name to ‘Slim Dusty’ and 
went on to write and sing several songs – his most successful 
one ‘A Pub with No Beer’ became the biggest-selling record 
of all time by an Australian. 
     He was the first Australian to receive a gold record and 
the first to have an international hit ‘Slim Dusty. He passed 
away on 19 September 2003 at the age of 76, having lost a 
protracted battle with cancer.
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Song-writer of ‘A Pub with No Beer’ Australia’s ‘Slim Dusty’ pictured with his 
partner, shortly before his death.
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Pictured in the Ashling Hotel, Dublin were some of the 42 retired Gardaí who attended the event. 

DIAMOND JUBILEE – REMEMBERING NOVEMBER 1954

A celebration to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
joining An Garda Síochána saw 42 retired members of 
gather at Dublin’s Ashling Hotel in November 2014. 
     The event was to mark those men who were present, 
those who had passed away and those who could not be 
present. The organisers are grateful to Tim Bowe, Cork 
City Branch secretary and member of the GSRMA Editorial 
Board, for producing an excellent photographic record of 
the event. 
     A special appreciation goes to to Paschal Feeney, 
GSRMA General Secretary, for his assistance in organising 

the function. His help was invaluable and we wish him 
every success in the important job he does on behalf of the 
retired members.
     Finally, the organisers wish to thank all those who 
attended; many travelling long distances, with very 
early morning starts, which required great commitment, 
especially on the part of those who had to deal with 
mobility problems. 

(Photo and text courtesy of Seán Cashman, Waterford 
Branch)

Members of the Wicklow Retired Group pictured at the Aughrim 
Street Garda Mass in Garda HQ with Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan 
and other members of the Force:
Front Row (l-r): Garda Supt Paul A. Hogan, Des Tully, Anne McHugh, 
Eithne Wright, Garda Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan, Monina Nagle, 
Norrie Cummiskey and Garda David Hamblyn.
Middle Row (l-r): Unknown, Séan Tiernan and D/Sgt Fergus O’ Brien
Back Row (l-r): Seán Lally, Gerry Hallihan, Jack Leahy, John 
O’Flaherty, Martin McAndrew, Damien O’Brien and Pat Hayes.

WICKLOW RETIRED GROUP AT GARDA MASS

Pictured at the 2014 Christmas Party celebrations for the 
Ballina Branch were:
Back Row (l-r): Jimmy White, Mick Staunton, Paddy O’Hora, 
Tony Lavelle, Danny Doherty, Jim Walshe, Jim O’Toole, Peter 
Kelly, Pádraig Prendergast, Eddie Cleary, Mick Benson, Greg 
Bourke and Jim Gill.
Front Row (l-r): Michael Hussey, Eamonn Brogan, Danny 
Gallagher, Neil McCarron, and Jim Friel. 

(Photo courtesy of Mick Staunton, Ballina Branch)

BALLINA BRANCH 
CHRISTMAS 2014 PARTY
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MEDAL FOR MARGARET 
ON HER 102nd BIRTHDAY

Eddie Ryan Dun Laoghaire Branch Secretary, presented 
a medal to Mrs Margaret McNaught on 26 November 
2014 to mark her 102nd birthday. Mrs McNaught has 
since passed to her eternal reward. May she rest in 
peace.

John Hartigan, President of Dublin North City Branch, 
makes a presentation to John Touhy, Garda Employee 
Assistance Officer, on the occasion of his retirement.
(Photo courtesy of John Hartigan, Dublin North City 
Branch)

PRESENTATION TO 
GARDA EMPLOYEE 
ASSISTANCE OFFICER

Members of the ‘Class of August 1969’ 
Back Row (l-r): Neil Kelly, Michael Heery, 
Tom Kennedy, Robert O’Sullivan, Peter 
McGarry, Liam Ryan, Syl Furey (RIP), 
Michael Hoare (RIP) Frank Harrington, 
Brendan Coughlan (RIP), and Kevin 
Carthy. Middle Row (l-r): Jim Cremin, Joe 
McCarthney, Pat Flynn, Denis Madden, 
Seamus Murphy, Tom Moynihan, Pat 
Collins, Derry Kerrisk, Pat Gleeson, Maxie 
McDonald (RIP). Front Row (l-r): Michael 
Byrne, Pat Coughlan, Jim Marks, Sgt P. 
Murphy, Sgt B. Quinn, Sgt McMahon, 
Michael Smith, Jack Foley, and John 
Costelloe. (Missing from photo is Patrick 
Shanahan).

CLASS OF AUGUST 1969 REUNION
Pictured at the reunion of the class of 
August 1969 (on 10 August 2014) were:
Back Row (l-r): Frank Harrington, Tom 
Moynihan, Pat Shanahan, Michael Heery, 
Michael Byrne, Pat Flynn, Tom Kennedy, 
Jim Marks and Robert O’Sullivan.
Front Row (l-r): Seamus Murphy, John 
Costelloe, Liam Ryan, Neil Kelly, Joe 
McCarthy and Pat Gleeson.

CLASS OF AUGUST 1969 IN TEMPLEMORE

(Photographs courtesy of Liam Ryan, West Cork Branch)
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NOVEMBER 1954 CLASS•	
Front Row (l-r): Unknown, Unknown, Tom Colemen, John 
Liddy, Unknown, Christy Ryan, Pat Mulroy, Unknown.
Middle Row (l-r):  Unknown, Tom Enright, McCabe, Mick 
Roache, Unknown, Nolan, Unknown.
Back Row (l-r):  Gerry Giblin, Mick Kennelly, Don Montague, 
Unknown, Sullivan, Unknown, Unknown.

Photo courtesy of Tom Coleman, Bruff, Limerick.

PASSING-OUT PARADE – 1 APRIL 1958•	
Front Row (l-r): J.J. Nolan (Thurles); P.J. Shelvin (Dalkey); Sgt. E. 
Tobin; Inspector P. Barrett; C./Supt. H. O’ Mara; Sgt. F. Moran; 
Sgt. G. Daly; M. Burke (Ennistymon); P.J. Teahan (Dundrum); 
Middle Row (l-r): J.M. Daly (Mullingar); N.P. Clerkin (Sundrive 
Rd.); C. Harte (Donnybrook); C.N. O’ Sullivan (McCurtain St.) J.J. 
Smyth (Galway); J.F. Veldon (Bailieboro); P.F. Kelly (Carrick-on-
Shannon); R. Maher (Sundrive Rd.); P.J. Walsh (Sundrive Rd.); P.J. 
Walsh (Sundrive Rd.); 
Back Row (l-r): J.A. Mahony (College St.); A. Mullins (Mount-
joy); J. O’ Shea (Donnybrook); D.L. Maloney (Blackrock); D.J. 
Swan (Irishtown); G. Whyte (Bandon); M.A. Kavanagh (Sundrive 
Rd.); P. McLoughlin (Listowel); J.M. Donlon (Blackrock); P.J. O’ 
Donnell (Irishtown); T.F. Daly (Blackrock).

Photo courtesy of Maurice Kavanagh, Cork City.

CID CLASS – 26 APRIL-2 JUNE 1983 •	
Front Row (l-r): Fintan Donoghue (Mallow), Tom Kiely, D/Sgt, 
Martin Crotty, Supt. Nolan, Insp. Brian Garvey, Felix McKenna, 
Tony Nugent, and Bridget Hogan (Breeda Hand)
Middle Row (l-r): Peter Sinnott, Noel O’Malley, Terry Hen-
egan, Tim O’Leary (Cork), Dan Haugh (Limerick), Hugh Brett, 
Tom Flanagan, M L Murphy, John Ryan, and Des McTiernan 
(Navan)
Back Row (l-r): John O’Donnell, Liam Dalton (Galway), Martin 
Gleeson, Donal Bolger, PJ Conway, Tony O’Donnell, Bernard 
Masterson, ML Toher, and Vinny O’Donnell.

Photo courtesy of Michael Toher, Dublin South.

SERGEANTS’ PROMOTION COURSE (1965) •	
TEMPLEMORE

Front Row (l-r): Ml. Burke, Ml. Foley, Supt Eamonn Doherty, 
John Mitchel (Course Instructor), Tony O’Neill, Maurice 
O’ Sullivan.
Middle Row (l-r): Henry Ward, Wm. Hannon, Jim Kerwin, Ml. 
Glynn, John Sullivan, Seamus Keaveney, Jim Gantly.
Back Row (l-r): John Moroney, Noel O’ Sullivan, Patk Glynn, 
Tom Hughes, Patk Fitzgerald, James Boyle, Tom Giblin, John 
Green, Lorcan Blennerhassett, Liam Briody, Ml. Honeyman, 
John Halloran, Pat Organ, Ml. Regan.

Photo courtesy of Maurice O’Sullivan, Blessington, Wicklow.

* Can you assist with the missing names in these photographs?
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LIMERICK COUNTY FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS - •	
1958

Front Row (l-r): Andy Scanall, J.J. Masterson, Pat Silke 
(Capt.), Leo Brady, Moss Jones, Martin Freeman, Frank Lyons.
Back Row (l-r): Leo Duffy, Tim Roach, John Hynes, Tom 
Coleman, P.J. McDonagh, Paddy Donelan, John Whelan, Jim 
O’ Brien.

Photo courtesy of Tom Coleman, Bruff, Limerick.

GARDA SENIOR FOOTBALL TEAM – 1955•	
Front Row (l-r): Paddy McCarthy (Clare. RIP); Tom Maguire (Cavan. 
RIP); Chris Godkin (Cork. RIP); Unknown; Joe O’Connell (Mayo); 
Frank Eivers (Galway); Teddy O’Sullivan (Kerry. RIP)   
Back Row (l-r):  Dan O’Sullivan (Kerry and Dublin. RIP); Tom Lan-
gan (Mayo. RIP); Bill Shannon (Mayo and Sligo. RIP); O’Shea (Kerry); 
Unknown; Dan McCaffrey (Cavan);  Gerry Daly (Galway); Paddy 
Harrington (Cork. RIP).  

Photo courtesy of Noel Hynes, Naas.

CORK GARDA RUGBY TOUR •	
TO BIRMINGHAM – 1969

Back Row (l-r): Ray Barrett, Unknown, 
Unknown, Patrick J. Cleary, Mattie 
Kirwan, Arthur O’ Donoghue, Dan Lane, 
Jim Byrne, Joe Tubridy, Unknown.
Middle Row (l-r): Jack McGrath, Joe 
Long, Joe Kenny, Moss O’Connor, Mi-
chael Bambury, Jerry Moran, Pat Butler, 
Unknown, Unknown. 
Front Row (l-r):  Tom Quigley, Un-
known, Unknown, Unknown, Mick 
Leahy, Unknown, J.P. O’Sullivan, Michael 
Joe Griffin. NB. Birmingham Police 
Officers are listed as ‘unknown’.

Photo courtesy of Tom Quigley, 
Cork West.

GARDA TRAINING CENTRE, TEMPLEMORE (OCTOBER 1964 FOOTBALL TEAM)•	
Front Row: (l-r): Eamonn Coleman (Carlow) Eamonn Giles (Meath) Noel O’Connor (Clare) Tom Mongey (Meath) Brendan Gilmore 
(Longford) Seamus Keevans 
(Wexford)  Tony Sourke (Dublin) 
Gabriel McCarthy ( Cork) Basil 
Johnson Offaly) Noel Smith (Cavan).
Back Row (l-r): Mick Murphy 
(Westmeath), Willie Molloy  Offaly)  
Brendan McDonnell ( Mayo) Colm 
Ridge (Galway) Dan Duffin (Offaly) 
Noel Mulhern (Leitrim) Tom Byrne 
(Laois)  Maurice O Connor (Kerry)  
Danny Thomas (Donegal) John Dan 
McMenimon (Donegal)

Photo courtesy of Eamonn Coleman, 
Dublin South.
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Reg. Number Status Name Station
20694F Sgt Anthony F O’Connor Store Street 
23805H Sgt Michael Wall Fingerprints
00261E Garda Kathleen Sheehan Kealkil
23671C Insp James Ruane Henry Street
24083D Garda Ian Farrell Balbriggan
00365D Sgt Mary Finnegan Sligo
22093M Sgt Thomas Prendeville Schull
22551G Garda Desmond St Ledger Ballymun
24087G Garda Raymond McDermott Traffic Dept
01203C Garda Orla Cusack Galway
23739F Garda Richard Mahony SDD H/Sq
21505H Garda Michael O’Sullivan Newmarket
22571A Garda David McCann Wicklow
00366B Garda Pauline McDonagh Sligo
19951F Garda Thomas Howley Ballyhaunis
00383B Garda Carol O’Sullivan GNIB
20296G Chief Supt Declan Coburn Blanchardstown
23617K Garda Finbarr O’Connor Anglesea Street
22689M Sgt Edward Hand Ballinagh
23380C Garda Michael O’Donovan Fermoy
23874M Garda Gerard Black NSU
24090G Garda Patrick Fleming Anglesea Street
23419B Sgt Francisco Gallagher Drogheda
23821L Garda John Leamy Henry Street
22444H Garda Stephen Coughlan Kevin Street
23947L Garda Paul Mannion Muff
20096D Garda Stephen Kineavy Kilcullen
22767F Garda Cornelius Murphy Mallow
23897L Sgt David Byrne Collon
23662D Sgt Matthew Sheridan GBFI
22579G Sgt John McKnight Tramore
24011G Sgt Stephen Daly Santry
24127L Sgt Michael Walsh Virginia
24004D Sgt James O’Halloran Dun Laoghaire
24135M Garda John Eagney Ballymote
23607A Garda Michael McDonagh Shannon
24163F Garda Patrick Rice Tralee
24075C Sgt John Mahon Birr
24101F Garda Gerard Murphy Swords
19736L Sgt Christopher McCormack Cootehill
20905H Garda Noel Brett Belmullet
23691H Sgt John Lynch Abbeyfeale
20957M Garda Michael Higgins Traffic Dept DMR
23599G Sgt Michael Carroll Letterkenny
23059H Garda Vincent Lowry Dundalk
21882M Supt Edward Keogh GBFI
21680A Sgt John Watters Monaghan
24148B Sgt Bartholomew Slattery Duncannon
22782L Garda Joseph Kennedy Swinford
23754L Garda Peter Murtagh Tallaght
23421D Sgt John Doyle Terenure
21514G Garda Patrick Ryan Pallas
00716A Garda Sheena McCarthy Command & Control
22899M Garda Paul Cullen GNIB
19623A Garda Timothy Welby Donegal Town
20052B Garda Patrick Wallace Togher
20265G Garda John Geoghegan Ennis
23742F Supt Denis Kettle Command & Control
22409L Sgt Paul O’Donovan Millstreet
23612H Supt James Hynes Bridewell
24091E Garda James Daly Partry

GARDA RETIREMENTS
Name Station
Hugh Smith Dublin North
John Morrissey Dun Laoghaire
David McCann Wicklow
Barry O’Connor Cork City
Francisco Gallagher Drogheda
John Leamy Limerick City
Bernard McGrath Cork City
Patrick Silke Limerick City
Mary Rafter Dublin South
Tony Toner Dublin North
Mary Aldridge Wicklow
Patrick Deeney Donegal North
Brendan Flynn Drogheda
Michael Tyner Dublin South
Noel Brett Ballina
Eileen McCarthy Clonmel
Jerry Breen Clare
Declan Coburn Bray
John Lynch Limerick City
David Barrow Dublin West
Kevin Ludlow Templemore
Ultan Sherlock Dun Laoghaire
Michael Higgins Naas
John Watters Monaghan
Bartholomew Slattery Wexford
John Stafford Dublin TBC
John Mahon Offaly
Mark Tobin Meath
John Doyle Dublin South
Patrick J Ryan Limerick City
Michael Cunningham Tuam
PJ Joyce Limerick County
John Geoghegan Clare
James Hynes Dublin North
John Naughton Dublin South
John Clarke Dublin South
Kathleen Duffy Sligo
James Guihen Dun Laoghaire
Gerard Feeney Wexford
David McCormack Dublin North
Pat Curran Nenagh
Anthony Butler Dublin South
Maire Crehan Kildare North
Patrick Robinson Meath
Jim Daly Castlebar
Joseph McDonnell Dublin North
Michael Randles Cork City
James O’Halloran Dun Laoghaire
Gerard P Murphy Dublin North

NEW MEMBERS
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Michael Honeyman Ballina 12693D 13/11/2014
Michael Hughes Dublin South 14131C 25/11/2014
Michael O’Connor Galway 15624H 23/11/2014
Dan Murphy Dublin North 13425B 04/12/2014
Bartholomew McCarthy Clonmel 13851G 29/06/2014
John Conheady Dublin North 10500G 22/12/2014
Con Sullivan Tralee 15539L 07/01/2015
Kenneth J Lambe Bray 15263C 11/01/2015
John Maguire Monaghan 13347G 10/01/2015
P.J. Baily Limerick City 11087F 17/01/2015
Michael O’Sullivan Dun Laoghaire 09749G 27/12/2014
Michael Duffy Sligo 11015K 08/01/2015
Jim Fahy Dun Laoghaire 13783K 24/01/2015
Donal J Dunne Dublin North 14571H 28/01/2015
JJ Flannelly Roscommon 10614C 12/01/2015
John Doyle Wexford 16184E 01/02/2015
Martin Breen Wexford 22900H 16/02/2015
Hugh Gallagher Dublin West 09557E 05/02/2015
Sean Kelly Galway 10502G 25/08/2014
Joseph Ward Galway 10079L 24/01/2015
Mick Loftus Dun Laoghaire 09102B 11/02/2015
Josephine Dwyer Dublin West 00004C 11/02/2015
John O’Callaghan Limerick City 16239E 05/12/2014

DECEASED MEMBERS

DECEASED WIDOWS
Rosemary Collins Galway 22/10/2013 Widow & GSRMA member
Anne McGuinness Dublin West 10/11/2014 Widow & GSRMA member
Rita Shannon Barrins Dublin South 22/03/2014 Widow & GSRMA member
Susan Lambe Limerick City 14/07/2014 Widow & GSRMA member
May Moran Donegal South 10/01/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Margaret Murphy Malahide 02/01/2015 Widow of Dan Murphy (RIP 4/12/14)
Bridget (Vera) Lynch Dublin West 03/01/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
Mary Butler Dublin South 02/03/2014 Widow & GSRMA member
Margaret McNaught Dun Laoghaire 13/01/2015 Widow & GSRMA member Mother of Patrick 

McNaught; Dun Laoghaire Branch member
Olive Quaid Wexford 01/02/2015 Widow of D/Garda Seamus Quaid, shot dead by 

IRA members (Seamus Rogers) on 13 Oct 1980.
Mary Patricia Sweeney Galway 12/01/2015 Widow & GSRMA member
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Barry Rose Anne Keadue, Roscommon Mother-in-law of Arthur Boyle Roscommon 21/11/2014
Gilton Mary Donnycarney, Dublin 9 Sister-in-law of Frank Gilton Dublin North 19/11/2014
Burke Eileen Headford, Galway Sister of Tom Burke Dublin West 24/11/2014
Fallon Lelia Galway Rd, Roscommon Wife of PJ Fallon Roscommon 30/11/2014
Raftery Catherine Circular Rd, Roscommon Mother of James Raftery Roscommon 01/12/2014
Moore Rose Dunsaughlin, Co Meath Mother of Barry Moore Dublin North 07/12/2014
Kiernan Mary Clontarf, Dublin Sister of Noel Geary Naas 23/11/2014
Tyner Sarah Avoca, Co Wicklow Step-mother of Michael Tyner Dublin South 03/12/2014
Keane Pauline Ballinasloe, Galway Sister of John Mitchell Galway 16/12/2014
Collins Eileen New York, USA

Kilkee, Clare 
Sister of John Collins Dublin North 13/12/2014

Kenny Monica Raheny, Dublin 5 Wife of Kieran Kenny Dublin North 03/04/2014
Duggan Elizabeth Delvin, Westmeath Sister of John Duggan Dublin North 23/05/2014
Maher Patrick Blackrock, Co Dublin Brother of Dan Maher

Brother of Bob Maher
Dublin North
Thurles

20/06/2014

O’Sullivan Maureen Artane, Dublin 5 Wife of John C O’Sullivan Dublin North 17/11/2014
Caulfield Aileen Crosshaven, Co Cork Wife of Maurice Caulfield Cork City 19/12/2014
Sands Brigid Ballygar, Galway Mother of Tom & Donal Sands Galway 20/12/2014
Gillen Margaret Grange, Co Sligo Mother of Jimmy Gillen Donegal North 26/12/2014
Frawley Tom Kilmihil, Co Clare Brother of Michael Frawley Limerick 29/12/2014
Noonan Ellen Newcastle West, Limerick Mother of Daniel Noonan Fermoy 02/01/2015
McCann Joe Sligo Town Brother of Des McCann Ballina 19/12/2014
Lynch Dermot Killimer, Co Clare Brother of Kevin Lynch Clare 05/01/2015
O’Connor Joe Athea, Co Limerick Father of John O’Connor Templemore 08/01/2015
Kerley Lucy Dundalk, Co Louth Mother-in-law Of Peter Kelly Monaghan 11/01/2015
O’Hara Mary Artane, Dublin 5 Sister-in-law of Danny Friel Dublin North 15/01/2015
McLoughlin Joan Tullamore, Co Offaly Wife of Pat O’Loughlin Offaly 17/01/2015
Gordon Ann Lucan, Co Dublin Wife of Frank Gordon Dublin West 20/01/2015
Loftus Mai Dalkey, Co Dublin Wife of Michael Loftus Dun Laoghaire 27/12/2014
Ferry Helen Blackrock, Co Dublin Wife of Brendan Ferry Dun Laoghaire 31/01/2015
Kitty Stack Ballysimon, Limerick Mother of Joe Stack Limerick City 02/03/2015
Rose Flaherty Wicklow Town Wife of John Flaherty Wicklow 06/02/2015
Annie Lynch Bailieborough, Cavan Mother of Gerry Lynch Kildare North 07/02/2015
May Cronin Bantry, Co Cork Mother of Timothy Cronin Waterford 07/02/2015
Dolores Clem-Carroll Carrigaline, Co Cork Sister-in-law of John Mullins Cork West 21/11/2014
Ann Winters Bridgetown, Co Wexford Sister of John Hartigan Dublin North 14/02/2015
Ann Kelleher Clougheen, Co Cork Wife of Michael M Kelleher Cork City 20/02/2015

DECEASED RELATIvES
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Name: 
Address:
Membership No.:
Tel. No.:

Please add €3 per order for postage                                                                                                          TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€20)        Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25)               Quantity:
Lapel Pins (€5)                              Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€3)                                                  Quantity:



In 2000-2001 I had the privilege of being the contingent 
commander of the Irish Guards in Bosnia. The contingent 

represented Ireland excellently in all duties and towards the 
end of our tour we were due our medal parade to recognise 
our Bosnian and UN service. 
     The medals were to be presented by the Deputy to the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary General (SRSG). 
He was an Englishman, Alan, who had served on many UN 
missions and had also seen diplomatic service in Northern 
Ireland. The medal parade was due to be held in a Sarajevo 
hotel and the day before the event he called to see me to 
brush up on his cupla focal, of which he was very proud. 
     While chatting he said he would be recount his experience 
with the UN Secretary General who, in troubled situations, 
always directed him to “Send for the Irish or the Canadians”. 
I suggested that if he told that story he might insult the 
representatives of many other nations attending the 
ceremony. 
     In his speech the following day he told the story exactly 
as he said he would. The Irish contingent were delighted 
with his remarks but most delighted of all were our Canadian 
guests. We had invited two but I noticed that as the evening 
went on the number of red Mountie uniforms increased and 
a great time was had by all.
     I haven’t thought much about Alan’s tribute until recently 
when Kevin Vickers was appointed Ambassador to Ireland. 
Mr Vickers spent 29 years of distinguished service in the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
On retirement in 2005 he was appointed the 9th Sergeant-
at-Arms of the Canadian House of Commons. On 22 October 
2014 he shot and killed a gunman who was exchanging 
fire with security personnel in the Canadian parliamentary 
complex. 
     The gunman had just shot and killed, Corporal Nathan 

Cirillo, a ceremonial guard at the National War Memorial and 
he had also shot and injured a constable near the building 
entrance. The actions of Kevin Vickers prevented further 
deaths and injuries.
     Kevin Vickers was given a standing ovation in the 
Canadian House of Commons and his actions have been 
applauded by governments across the world. 
     During a visit to the Canadian parliament, President 
Francois Hollande of France, saluted the courage of Kevin 
Vickers, who is now known worldwide. The Canadian 
government recently appointed Mr Vickers as Ambassador to 
Ireland. 

I salute the courage of Kevin Vickers and wish him many •	
happy days as Canadian Ambassador to Ireland. The 
matter that really got me thinking was I wondered what 
if the situation was reversed and the fatal shots had been 
fired by a member of An Garda Síochána or indeed an 
ex-member. I believe:
The incident would be the subject of a long enquiry.•	
In no way would the investigation be completed in less •	
than 3 months.
The person who fired the fatal shots would be worried •	
for a long time about the outcome.
The Gardai would not be trusted to investigate.•	
Some of our parliamentarians might tell us of the •	
deprived upbringing of the slain man and how his rights 
were infringed.
The shooter would not be an ambassador for Ireland.•	

Should our new Canadian Ambassador ever become aware 
of my ramble let me reassure him that a large majority of 
Irish people would see the event exactly the same as his own 
Canadian citizens. 
     Best wishes for a happy and successful time in Ireland. 
Good to see an ex-policeman doing well and landing a plum 
job.

CANADIANS
The recently-appointed Canadian Ambassador to Ireland 
hit the headlines last year when he shot and killed a 
gunman who had exchanged fire with security personnel 
in the parliamentary complex. Noel McCarthy, Portlaoise 
Branch, salutes the courage of former policeman Kevin 
Vickers, who had spent 29 years of distinguished service 
in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

SEND FOR THE  
IRISH OR THE

Kevin Vickers pictured with President Mr 
Michael D. Higgins after his appointment as 
Canadian Ambassador to Ireland. 

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR
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